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ON 
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AND 



THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 



TO 

THE QUEEN's 

MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY., 

Madam, 

AMONG the laws that God gave by the hand of Moses, 
one was, that the king who should rule over his people 
should have continually before him a copy of the law, and 
that he should read in it all the days of his life, that, having 
learnt to fear the Lord his God, and to observe the words of 
his law, he might prolong his days in his kingdom. And 
when he made Joshua the captain of his host, and the go- 
vernor of his people, he spake thus to him, The booklof 
the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shall 
meditate in it day and night, that thou may est observe to do 
according to all that is written in it ; for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and thou shalt have good success. 
(Josh. i. 8.) King David made these testimonies his de- 
light and his counsellors; and because public* affairs cm- 
ployed him in the daytime, he made them his study in the 
night; and thus he became wiser than his enemies, and of 
more understanding than all his teachers. 

It therefore having pleased the Divine Providence, to the 
great joy and satisfaction of the whole nation, to appoint 
your Majesty the governor of his people, and the nursing- 
mother of his church ; the law of Christ contained in the 
New Testament, must be both the rule of your Majesty's 
government, and of the obedience of your subjects. 

We hope that God hath raised up your Majesty to be, as 
Queen Elizabeth was formerly, a signal blessing to this 
nation, and a great advancer of its happiness; a bulwark 
to the protestant religion, and a scourge and terror to its 
enemies: and that if any thing hath hitherto been want- 
ing, to render us a truly religious, and so a happy peo- 
ple, and a glorious chuTcb, your Majesty is reserved to 
put the finishing hand to that blessed work ; which, by 



rendering this law. of Christ, as David did the law. of 
Moses, your counsellor and your delight, you will mosl 
happily perform. 

Having, therefore, with as much diligence as I could, 
finished this Commentary on the New Testament, I humbly 
lay it at your Majesty's feet, as being the defender of the 
faith contained in it; in which my only design was, to be a 
poor instrument to promote theglc>ry of God, and the good 
of others. 

May your Majesty's regard to this sacred law, by which 
you also must be judged, be such, that it may prolong your 
days in your kingdom, make your way prosperous, and 
your affairs successful; that as it was said of the immortal 
Elizabeth, that "in wisdom and the happiness of her reign, 
she exceeded all that went before her;" so your Majesty 
may exceed her in wisdom to govern, in length of days, 
successful undertakings, great ministers, and obedient sub- 
jects, to the joy of all your people, and the support of all 
your allies. * ■: 

May your Majesty's study of this royal law of love, this 
gospel of peace, this perfect bond of unity, direct you. to 
promote the peace and union of your subjects, and excite 
your zeal to allay the heats, and silence the unhappy con- 
tests, which, to the scandal of religion, and the great re- 
proach of the church, have been of late so warmly pro- 
secuted, and so perniciously fomented, that as the first 
Christian emperor,* born in your Majesty's dominions, 
finding the clergy accusing and condemning one another, 
did by his wisdom, his powerful persuasions, and hi$ mild 
behaviour, reduce them all to a happy union, and entire 
concord in all things; so may this be tho great felicity of 
your reign in the present, and your lasting character and 
glory in succeeding ages. 

And when you have made this church glorious, and this 
nation happy, by your auspicious reign; after a length of 
days, in which you have governed to the glory of God, and 



* Euseb. de Vita Constant, lib. iii. cap. 13. 
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to the welfare of your people, may you enter late upon the 
Christian rccompcncc of all your labours, that crown of 
glory which fadcth not away. So prayeth, 

Dread Sovereign, 
Your Majesty's most fuithful 

And most humbly devoted subject, 

DANIEL WHITBY. 
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TO THE READER. 



Courteous Reader, 

TlIOUGH what I offer to thy perusal is the result of 
fifteen years' study, yet have I found it deficient in two 
things especially; 

I. In an exact and particular account of all the places 
mentioned in this Commentary, and especially in the Acts 
of the Apostles ; and this defect I havo endeavoured to 
supply by a map of them drawn by a kind friend of great 
ability in those matters, and by an Alphabetical Table of 
them, with some brief remarks relating chiefly to the New 
Testament. 

And finding a Chronology of the New Testament done 
to my hand by a very exact and learned prelate of our 
church, from which ray Commentary nowhere differs; I 
have added that also for the reader's use, 

II. Whereas it may be deemed a defect in this Com- 
mentary, that I have said nothing of the two great contro- 
versies concerning the genealogy of St. Luke ; 

First, Whether Cainan did originally belong to it, or in- 
deed ought to do so ; 

Secondly, Whether St. Luke intended there to give us 
the genealogy of Joseph from Nathan, as St. Matthew had 
given it from his brother Solomon ; or rather the genea- 
logy of the Virgin Mary from her father Heli, as is of late 
imagined; 

I do ingenuously confess, with venerable Bedc,* that I 
declined these controversies, and more especially the first, 
propter ingenii tarditatem, for I had seen this controversy 
handled with exact judgment, and great variety of learn- 
ing, by the reverend Dr. Mills upon the place ; and know- 
ing that I must not be permitted to biota vpon his book, I 
despaired of doing it so well as he halh done, and so de- 
clined the doing it at all, till that very valuable book 
should be made public ; which being not yet done, I shall 
present the reader with my present thoughts upon the two 
forcmentioned questions : 

First, Whether Cainan was originally in the genealogy 
of St. Luke, or ought to be accounted a part of it? And 
because the decision of this question depends much upon 
another, whether this Cainan (who is not to be found in the 
Hebrew copies, either in the tenth or eleventh chapters of 

• Pncfil. Comment, io Acta A post. 



Genesis, or in 1 Chron i. or in any of the Jewish Targums, 
or owned by any Jewish writer if that time) was to be 
found in the exactest copies of the seventy interpreters 
from the beginning, or rather was wanting in the first and 
the best copies of the Septuagint, as well as in all Hebrew 
copies ; I shall begin with the discussion of that contro- 
versy. And that he was not originally there, or was de- 
signedly put in there, will be made probable from these 
considerations : 

1. That Josephus declares that Shem had only five 
sons, (Sfy/g irlvrz yivovrat irailtq, Antiq. lib. i. cap. 7.) and 
not six, as ho must have had if Cainan were his son. He 
adds, that Abraham* was the tenth from Noah, and that 
Bcrosus, who lived before the seventy interpreters, spake 
of him as of one born Stk-ary ytvtqfi in the tenth generation 
from the flood. Eupolemus in EusebiusJ asserts the same 
thing; and Philo§ adds, that as Noah was the tenth from 
Adam, so Abraham was S&caroc, the tenth from Noah ; 
whereas, if Cainan bo to be reckoned betwixt Arphaxad and 
Salah, Abraham must be the eleventh generation from the 
flood. Whence it is easy to collect, That neither the Jews 
of Jerusalem, nor of Alexandria, though they used the 
Greek version, owned this Cainan; but by their received 
computation that Abraham was the tenth from Noah, and 
was born two hundred and ninety-two years after the 
flood, must exclude him : and that, seeing both Philo and 
Josephus usually follow the Septuagint in other matters, 
and yet so plainly depart from them in this, we have cause 
to believe that they, who thought this Cainan w r as not to 
be inserted betwixt Arphaxad and Salah, found liim not 
so inserted in the exactest copies of the Septuagint, or 
knew that he was put in by design. 

* 2. Thc.Chronicon of Eusebius gives a particular ac- 
count of the sons of Shem from Africanus, from the Sep* 
tuagint and from the Samaritan translation: .and this 
account runs thus,— Arphaxad,|| being a hundred and 
thirty-five years old, say Africanus and the Septuagint, 
a hundred and thirty, saith the Samaritan translation, be- 
gat Salah. And Thcophylus,5Twiio understood only Gfreek, 
and so must have his account from the Septuagint, says, 
Arphaxad being a hundred and thirty-five years . old, 
irUvoxn 2aXa, begat Salah, taking no notice of Cainan in 
the Greek; though he is inserted into the Latin trans- 
lation: whence also we may reasonably infer tliatThco- 
phylus, Africanus, Eusebins, living among the Jews, the 
one at Antioch, the second at Nicopolis, the third at Cae- 
sarea in Palestine, either found him not in the exacter 
copies of the Septuagint, or found reason to believe he 
should not have been there. Moreover, St. Jerome, in his 
book of Hebrew traditions,** saith, The sonsofShe?n were 
Elam, Assnr, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram, and that Arphaxad 
begat Selah, making no mention of Cainan : whence also I 
infer, he either did not find him in the Septuagint, or thought 
he should not have been there ; but rather, that as the Sep- 
tuagint added so many hundred years to the account, which 
Moses had given of the age of the world before and after 
the flood, so also did they designedly add this Cainan to 

* 'A&faafx 5c $«*TOff Imv aro »t^w t hvrifvt H Irti xaJ ivvtvtjxwTy irfa Jjaxoswc 
justA riii l7rofAB{i(tv iyiwt. Ibid. t Ibid. cap. 8. 

$ Praepar. Evang. lib. ix. cap. 17. § L. de Congress, p. 342. B. 

|| 'Ap4*t£ ki yt'4fxtvo; p\t (fX 2a/ua;) J*w3 tcj ZctXA, p. 9, 10. 

1 Ad Aatolicaro, lib. iii. p. 13*. •• F. 72. B. C. 
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swell up the account, and make it to accord the better 
with the large computations given of it by the Egyptians 
and Chaldeans. Add to this, 

3. That as this Cainan is not to be found in all the Old 
Testament, either in the Targums, or in any version be- 
sides that of the Septuagint, nor in the Samaritan, the 
Vulgar, the Syriae, or Arabic, so neither is he to be found 
in the recapitulation of these genealogies, 1 Chron. i. in 
any copies of the Septuagint, save only .that of Alcxaudria. 
Now, if the authors of these versions had believed that 
Moses had put in this Cainan in Genesis, why j do they 
always leave tern out, both there and 'in this recapitula- 
tion? And why is he left out in the translation of the Sep- 
tuagint in this recapitulation? This, as it seems, to inti- 
mate that the translation of this recapitulation Was made 
by another hand from that which gave us the Greek ver- 
sion of the five books of Moses, so also to confirm the 
truth of the remark made by Proeopius.Gazaeus,* that the 
Hebrew hath it thus; Arphaxad begat Salah, and that, 
*' quae deinde in medio ponuntur obelisco notata visuntur," 
the Cainan put between tliemiri some copies of the Septua- 
gint was marked with an obelisk, or with a note of repro- 
bation. f . 

Nowhence it follows, that St Luke could have no rea*. 
son to insert this Cainan into his' genealogy, because he 
found it in the Septuagint, it being not found in the Sama- 
ritan version, though it follows the Septuagint in speaking 
of the age of Arphaxad, Salah, and others, before they 
begat children, nor in the copies of the Septuagint, owned 
by Philo or Josephus, who follow. them in other matters, 
and being noted with a mark of reprobation, where it was 
found, to intimate that it was designedly put in by them. 

But then the Jews must have had a considerable objec- 
tion against -the veracity of St. Luke, had he so plainly 
added to their Scriptures, and their most ancient Targums, 
and their received genealogies, which surely must agree 
with their own Scriptures. And seeing neither the Alex- 
andrian Jews, nor their own priest Josephus, nor any other 
Jew we read of, owned this Cainan in our Saviour's days, 
it must be a great stumbling-block to them tp see that 
owned by a writer pretending to Divine inspiration under 
the New. Testament, -which two of their inspired writers 
so plainly had disowned and reprobated. 

Moreover, the two first Christian authors which design- 
edly give us an account of this matter, are, Theophylus, 
bishop of Antioch, and Julius Africanus, bred up at Alex- 
andria, and living afterward at Emmaus, or Nicopolis, in 
Palestine ;.and they both shew, by their chronology, that 
they owned not this Cainan, though doubtless neither of 
them could be ignorant of what St. Luke had said con- 
cerning him, seeing the latter hath a set discourse of the 
difference, which seemed to be betwixt the genealogies 
of St. Matthew and St. Luke; and,- therefore, had St. 
Luke canonized this Cainan, andrendenid him authentic in 
his genealogy, they could not (we may reasonably, sup- 
pose) have thus varied from what this evangelist had de- 
livered, without some mention of St. Luke, or some reason 
assigned, why they thus differed from him. And, , 

Thirdly, Ircnoeus,tvwho also lived in the second ccn- 



•In Gen. xi. 

t " Propter hoc Lacts genealogiaro, quae est a generatione Domini noslri ad 
Adam, Septuaginta tluas geueratiunes habere ostendit,— sigaiGcang quoniara ipse est 



tury, not only saith, that the genealogy of St. Luke con- 
taineth seventy-two generations; for that this is the true 
reading appeareth against Isaac Vossius, not only from the 
note of Mr. Grabe upon the place, but also from the reason 
following: viz. That this was done, according to the seventy- 
two languages of all nations, which Christ recapitulated in 
himself; this being, as Mr. Grabe there notes, the received 
opinion, that the languages then used in the world were 
seventy-two. Now, if you so compute this genealogy as 
to exclude (ver.24.) Matthan andXevi, and (ver. 26.) Cai- 
nan, or to exclude Jesus and Adam, as St. Peter doth 
Adam and Noah, when he saith, 2 Pet. xi. 5. that Noah ivas 
the eighth from Adam, the generations mentioned in this 
genealogy will be just seventy-two, whereas if^Cainan be 
inserted, they must be seventy-three or seventy-five. 

But then how this Cainan should so come into the text 
of St. Luke as to be found, though not in all MSS. there 
being several, saith Grotius,* which owned him not, yet in. 
all versions from the Greek, is very difficult to conjecture ; 
though, if ,we may credit able critics, it neither is without 
example nor without probability that it might be so. 

It is not without examplo ; for if we may credit the great 
Bochart,f some like unskilful hand, instead of Jacob, 
who bought the field near Sheehem, (Gen. xxxiii. 18, 19.). 
hath put in Abraham*; (Acts vii. 16.) which criticism being 
allowed, the whole difficulty of that text is removed, and 
the disagreement of it with the records of the Old Testa- 
ment is taken away. 

Nor doth it want its probability ; foreseeing the Christ- 
ians generally from the second century went into that false 
opinion, that the translation of the Septuagint was made by 
Divine inspiration, as you may read in the preface to St. 
Matthew, they finding this Cainan in the vulgar editions of 
the Septuagint, might put him in the margin, and after- 
ward insert him into the genealogy of St Luke. Nor will 
this lessen the authority of the New Testament in other 
places, in which we cannot have the like reason to suspect 
any alteration. 

■ To proceed now to the second question, AVhether St. 
Luke gives us the genealogy of Joseph from Nathan, as 
Matthew. had given it from his brother Solomon, viz. the 
genealogy of Joseph from Heli his legal father, or rather 
the genealogy of Mary from her father Heli? To which I 
answer by these considerations : 

First, That an account of a genealogy, which gives the 
plain and literal sense of the author's words, deserveth 
much to be preferred before another, which puts a manifest 
force upon them. Now if you make this of St. Luke a ge- 
nealogy not of Joseph, but only of the Virgin Mary by her 
supposed father Heli, you put a manifest force upon his 
words ; for then Christ was we IvofxlZzro vibq 'Iwtnty tqv 'HAt, 
as was supposed the'son of Joseph, who was the son of Heli, 
must be thus filled up, ovtuq §1 t7)q Maplag rye Ovyargbq tov 
r UX\, but tvas indeed tlte son of Mary, the daughter ofHelL 
Now is it probable, that if St. Luke had intended to signify 
all this to his reader, so exact a Grecian, as he was, should 
have done it so' obscurely, and so unintelligibly from his 
words, that totius anliquitatis opinio, the whole stream of 
antiquity, saith Maldonate,;}; should, with a full consent, 



qui umne* gentes — et tiniversas linguas — in gemetipso recapitulans esi." (Lib. iii. 
cap. 53.) 

* In lacuro. t Hicruz. lib. ii. p. 436. t On Malt, i. 16. 
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follow tho contrary opinion of Africanus, lhat this was tho 
genealogy of Joseph by his legal father, according to which 
interpretation tho sense of St. Luke's words is plain and 
literal? Add to this, that tho words &v tic ivoptZtTo may 
bo well rendered thus, being as the law allows, or in the 
seme of the law, the son of Joseph, (as I shall prove in the 
note upon these words, ou u*>/if£«ro wpoatvxv ilvat, Acts 
xvi. 13.) Now thus Christ wns assuredly the son of Jo- 
seph, nil law allowing the fruit of the wife's womb, if it be 
male, to bo reputed and called tho]son of the husband,* and 
then St. Luke will accord exactly with St. Matthew in de- 
claring Christ to bo the son of Joseph, because he was tho 
husband of Mary, «£ tfo of whom was bom Jesus called 
Christ. (Matt. i. 10.) 

And, secondly, Whereas it is said that tho genealogy of 
Joseph is nothing to the purpose, since that will not avail 
at all to prove lhat Christ was of the seed of David ; I 
answer, that this objection seems neither true nor well 
grounded. 

1. It is not true, for both tho evangelists do in effect de- 
clare that they intended only to give us the legal or sup- 
posed genealogy of Christ from Joseph, by virtue of his 
being tho husband of Mary, of whom Christ was born ; and, 
therefore, though Matthew says, Jacob begat Joseph, ho does 
not say, and Joseph begat Jesus, who is called Christ; but 
only that he was the husband of Mary, of whom Christ was 
born; and Luke saith he was, as roas supposed, or in con- 
struction of law, the son of Joseph: if then all this be 
nothing to the purpose, both these inspired writers must 
have been moved by the Holy Ghost to write that which 
was nothing to tho purpose. Again, it was taken for 
granted by all tho Jews, that Joseph was as truly the father 
of Christ, ns Mary was his mother, as we learn from Matt. 
xiii. 55. Luke iv. 22. John vi. 42. what then could be more 
to the purpose of the authors of these genealogies, than to 
prove that, according to their npprehensions of him, he 
might be, yea he must be, the son of David, as Joseph was? 
especially since they well knew the Jews would never 
grant, or aver, to invalidate this argument, that Christ was 
miraculously born of a virgin, sinco that must prove ho 
was the Son of God, and their Messiah, and so by certain 
nnd avowed consequence the son of David. 

2. 1 add, That this objection seems not to be well 
grounded; for though it be commonly supposed, these ge- 
nealogies were designed to prove, that Jesus was the son 
of David according to the flesh, I see no cogent reason to 
believe or grant that supposition : for, 

I. It is certain that these genealogies could never be de- 
signed to prove that which they do not prove, for then these 
sacred writers musthavcfailed in their design; ifthen they 
do not prove this, but only that Jesus was the son of Joseph 
by being the son of his wife Mary, they co^fl not be de- 
signed to prove more. Moreover, the genealogy of St. 
Matthew could never prove this to the Jews, unless they 
owned that Mary was of the family of David: and if this 
wns then owned by the Jews, what need 'was there to prove 
lhat to them, which so infallibly followed from it, that the 
fruit of her womb was of the same family? Thcgencalogy 



•Kf yvMiMtr, «J t^»j» £r;XiT«t ©iJf tiCyru vihrZ !>){}, % hk ffvtA$tU$ t h p^f rwafiwf. 
(Pteodo Jail. <ja. el re«p. qa. 133.) 



of St. Luke doth not prove it, because there is not one word 
of Mary, or any other woman in ft; nor would the express 
saying in it, that Mary the mother of Jesus was the daughter 
oflleli, prove it, unless they owned her so to be ; which, 
had they done, (as the proof of this to them would have 
been needless, so) why is it that tho kindred of our Lord 
delivered a contrary tradition to this ? Why do Africanus, 
Eusebius,* Epiphanius,f St. Jerome,^ all horn or living 
in Palestine, run into that opinion which is so inconsistent 
with it, viz. that Joseph himself was only in construction 
of law the son of Hcli ? Why is it that none of the ancient 
Christians ever owned it? To oppose against this tradition 
and unanimous consent of Christians, an impious and lying 
vision of the Talmud of a doubtful construction, as Dr. 
Lightfootconfcsseth,isasif I should oppose to the tradition 
of all Christians, that our Saviour was born of a virgin, the 
blasphemous tales of the same Talmud,§ that Mary was 
a whore, and that Christ rvas the bastard of one Pandeira. 

2. There was no need to prove this by genealogies, be- 
cause it was more fully and demonstratively done by those 
miracles to which our Saviour still appealed, as the great 
evidence that he was the Messiah promised to the Jews; 
for the Jews owned this as evident from Scripture, by say- 
ing, Hath not the Scripture said, That CJirist cometh oftlie 
seed of David? (John vii. 42.) Hence, say the scribes and 
pharisees dogmatically, Christ is the son of David. (Matt. 
xxii. 42.) Nor was any thing more notorious to the Jews ; 
whence the blind men cry out, Jesus, thou son of David, 
have mercy on xis, Mark x. 47, 48. so doth the woman of 
Canaan, Matt. xv. 22. so did the multitude, singing at 
Christ's entrance into Jerusalem, Hosanna to the son of 
David, Matt. xxi. 9. 15. Wherefore, those miracles 
which demonstrated Christ was the true Messiah promised 
to the Jews, must as effectually prove to them, that he was 
tlte son of David according to the flesh. 
. 3. The Jews confessed that Mary was the mother of 
Jesus, (Matt. xii. 46. xiii. 55. John vi. 42.) and that Jo- 
seph was his father; if, therefore, they had then certain 
genealogical tables of the family of Joseph and Mary, 
they must sufficiently shew to them of what family Christ 
was; if they had not, why do St. Matthew and St. Luke 
appeal to them to prove the family of Joseph? Hence 
doth St. Peter, in his discourse to the men of Israel, take 
this for granted, That Christ was the fruit of the loins of 
David, Acts ii. 30, 31. and St. Paul twice asserts it, Rom. 
i. 3. 2 Tim. ii. 8. Nor do we find that this assertion met 
with the least contradiction from the mouth of scribe or 
pharisee, or any other Jew; for though they say, Doth not 
the Scripture teach, Tliat Christ cometh of the seed of David, 
andout of the town of Beth-lehem? (John vii. 42.) they say 
not one word against our Saviour's being the Christ upon 
the first account, and thereby tacitly confess, that they 
could not deny it, but only doubt he was not of Beth-lehem, 
but came out of Galilee, whence arose no prophet, (ver. 
41. 52.) Indeed, all that the latter Jews say against this, 
they argue from these very genealogies, as being either not 
sufficient to prove it, or inconsistent the one with the other. 

Add to this, first, That it is certain from the Scripture, 
to the Christian, that Mary, of whom Christ was born, was 
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6f the family of David; for thus the angel speaks to her, 
Luke i. 31, 32. Thou shall bear a son, and shall call his name 
Jesus, and Ihe Lord shall give him the throne of his father 
David; now she must be a daughter of the house of David, 
of whose son David was the father. The inspired hymn of 
Zacharias declares, that God, by giving them this son of 
Mary, had raised up for them a horn of salvation in the 
house of his servant David, (ver. 69.) This son of Mary was 
therefore of the house of David. Secondly, All the fathers, 
saith Maldonate,* do with one mouth assert, That Joseph 
and Mary were of the same tribe and family ; and this the 
Jews never gainsaid, though they must, by their genealogi- 
cal tables, know the truth or falsehood of it. Now this 
being once granted, nothing could be farther wanting, 
when it was proved that Joseph was the son of David, to 
prove, if that w f ere the design of these sacred wTiters, that 
our Lord sprang from Abraham and David according to 
the flesh ; nor is it to be wondered, that they should rather 
give us the genealogies of Joseph than of Mary, if either of 
them proved the same thing; and genealogies among the 
Jews were never made from women, but always from 
the men. 

And, lastly, Whereas it is represented (in opposition to 
the account which Africanus, and from him all the ancients, 
give us of the conciliation of these genealogies) as a thing 
highly improbable, and even next to impossible, that at so 
great a distance of time, as was from Solomon and Nathan 
to Jacob and Heli, that Jacob and Heli should be brethren ; 
I answer, That as none of the ancient Christians, who ge- 
nerally followed Africanus, perceived this impossibility, so 
doth Africanusf himself sufficiently clear his opinion from 
it, by saying, as it were in answer to it, That the families 
from Solomon and Nathan were so mixed, partly by se- 
cond marriages, partly by raising up the name of the dead, 
(according to the law, Lev. xxv. 24, 25. Ruth iv. 5.) and 
partly by raising up seed to the dead, (according to the law, 
Deut. xxv. 5.) that we may reasonably conceive the same 
persons might be brethren in both. . 
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§. I. The general proposition, that the apostles and evan- 
gelists indited these Scriptures by the assistance of the 
Holy Ghost. This proposition is explained by a compa- 
rison of this assistance with the gift of prophecy vouch- 
safed to the penmen of the Old Testament. §. II. How far 
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this assistance is asserted, as to an inspiration of sug- 
gestion, and as to an inspiration of direction. §. III. No 
slips of memory, no determination of matters of prac- 
tice from human wisdom only, without the intendence 
. or direction of the Holy Spirit, no arguments that arc 
inconclusive, must be admitted in these sacred writings. 
§. IV. This Divine assistance is proved, (1.) fcrom what 
they do assert concerning their own writings, doctrines, 
and directions. §. V. (2.) From the assistance of the 
Holy Ghost vouchsafed to them. §. VI. (3.) From our 
Lord's promise to lead them by this Spirit into all truth. 
§. VII. (4.) From the end for which they were indited, to 
be a rule of faith and manners to all ages. §. VIII. (5.) 
From the testimony of the Christians of the first ages, 
who still owned and received them as such. §, IX.- In 
confirmation of the truth of Christianity it is alleged, 
(1.) That if a Messiah was to come from Judea at that 
time, according to the general expectation of the east, 
he must be our Messiah. (2.) That no reasonable per- 
son, who was not the true Messiah, would have under- 
taken to fulfil the prophecies of the Old Testament con- 
cerning the Messiah. (3.) That none but the true Mes- 
siah could accomplish the things declared in the New 
Testament to be the characters of the Messiah. §. X. 
Secondly, This is argued from what is said in the New 
Testament, of what Christ, and what his apostles, and 
those who believed in him, should do in his name ; whero 
is shewed the vanity of all that is offered by way of com- 
parison of what was done by others, with what was done 
by Christ and his disciples; and also of the pretence, 
that Christians did the things which they performed by 
the art of magic. §. XI. Thirdly, From the truth and cer^ 
tainty of our Lord's resurrection from the dead. §. XII. 
and XIII. Fourthly, From the manifold predictions of 
our Lord, exactly verified; and especially from those 
which concerned the destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
judgments which should come upon the Jewish nation 
for their infidelity. 

A HAT these sacred writings may have their due effect 
and influence upon us, I shall endeavour, as well as I am 
able, 

First, To establish their Divine authority : whence it will 
follow, 

Secondly, That the doctrines and instructions delivered 

in them, are to be owned as the rules and doctrines of our 

•Lord, and so are necessary to bo believed and practised by 

all that bear the name of Christians. My first assertion 

therefore is, 

§; I. That the apostles and evangelists indited these 
Scriptures by the assistance of the Holy Ghost, and that, as 
the immediate succeeding ages did, so we at present se- 
curely may, rely upon them as a rule of faith. And here I 
shall consider, . • 

1. How this assistance may fitly be explained. 

2. How far it is necessary or reasonable to assert it. 

3. What evidence may be offered to confirm it. 

For explication of this Divine assistance, let it be con- 
sidered, 

1. That prophecy is sometimes represented as the word 
of the Lord, and he is said to speak to the prophet; and, 
suitably to this irictaphor, some illustration of the assist- 
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anco of the Holy Spirit may be made from the analogy it 
bears to human conversation, thus: That as we convey our 
thoughts one to another by such words as, by the organs 
of hearing, make such a motion on their brain to whom we 
speak, as gives them an idea of the words we utter, and by 
them of the things which by those words are signified; and 
so it is the impression made upon their brain, which doth 
communicate our thoughts to them; so, when it pleaseth 
God to reveal his will to any person, it seeincth only ne- 
cessary that he talk inwardly with them, that is, that he 
make such a motion on their brains as giveth them a deep 
and clear idea of that which he intendcth to make known 
unto them ; only the impression must be then made in fetuch 
a manner and degree, and with such circumstances; as may 
make it certain to the inspired person, that it derives from 
God. Now seeing, when wc hear the voice of any one, or 
receive a letter from him, we may be certain from the know- 
ledge we have of his voice, or his hand-writing, that it is 
he indeed, who speaks or writcth to us: we may very well 
conceive, that God can easily give such distinctive marks 
of what he inwardly speaks to us, or ivritesupon the tables 
of our hearts, as shall enable us to discern what he im- 
prints upon them, from any impression that shall otherwise 
be made upon them. 

2. Sometimes the prophet is in Scripture styled a seer, 
and his word a vision; and then the parallel, or the ana- 
logy, runs thus : As we sec, by virtue of alight reflecting 
the species of things upon the retina of the eye, and thence 
deriving a peculiar motion to, and making a distinct im- 
pression on, the brain; so may the prophet be supposed to 
see what God reveals unto him, by a like motion of the 
Holy Spirit made upon his brain concerning it. And as it 
is as easy to propose a material object to the view, as to 
describe it by our words, so must it be as easy for God to 
dart such an impression or inward light upon the brain of 
the prophet, or spiritual man, as shall give him a more 
bright and sensible idea of things, than' if he did perceive 
them by the ear, or even view them by the eye. And as we 
more exactly discern a sensible object by the view, than 
we know it by a description of it without that view; so'the 
Jews say, 'that prophecy TftnD2 in vision, is' more excel- 
lent than that which comes only DlbrD by dream, or in a 
dream, in which we seem to hear one talking with us. 

Now though this impression may be sufficient to con- 
vince the prophet and inspired person, that his revelation 
did indeed derive from God: yet, since this revelation was 
intended not for himself, but for the use of others,- he, with 
the revelation, must be enabled by some convincing proof, 
to evidence to those who were concerned to embrace it, 
that he was sent indeed by God with such a message to 
them. Now of this. they only could be satisfied by some 
outward marks or notes, of which they, by their senses, 
were enabled to judge; viz. the miracles wrought for con- 
firmation of his testimony, or somo prophetical prediction 
of something future and contingent, exactly verified in the 
event. And thus, saith the apostle, was their preaching 
confirmed to the world; God bearing witness to them, both 
tvith signs and ivonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, according to his will. (Hcb. ii. 4.) 

The ways of prophecy, sunder the Old Testament, seem to 
be comprehended under these four heads; viz. cither tho 
prophets received their revelation in a dream or trance, or 



in a vision, or by a voice from heaven, or by the secret sug- 
gestions of the Holy Ghost; 

Now somo of the apostles had their visions either by 
day, as Peter ; for an ccstacy fell upon him, and he saw the 
heavens opened, and he heard a voice saying to him, Arise, 
Peter, kill and eat; (Acts x. 13.) and this is called opa/ia, a 
vision/xcr.17. and by this, saith he, God taught me to call 
no man common or xtnclean, v'cr. 28. — or by night; thus a 
vision of the night was seen by St. Paul, and a man speak- 
ing to him in the vision of the night. (Acts xvi. 9.) They had 
also the Spirit speaking to them; for the Spirit said to Poter, 
Behold, three men seek thee. Arise therefore, and go with 
them, nothing doubting : for I have sent them. (Acts x. 19, 
20.) And sometimes they had visions and revelations of the 
Lord, cither byway of rapture to them,* (2 Cor. xii. 2.) or of 
converse with them;' as when Christ said to St. Paul, My 
grdceis sufficient for thee,(\er.9.) Here then are three kinds 
of revelation granted to the apostles; but then these things 
were mostly occasional and accidental to them, in respect 
of their apostolical function. 

Only the case of the apostle Paul must here admit of an 
exception ; for it being necessary for an apostle, that is a 
witness of Christ's resurrection, to have seen the Lord 
risen from the dead, according to those words, Ami not 
an apostle? have I not seen the Lord? (1 Cor. ix. 1.) and 
for an apostle, not of man, neither by man, but by Jesus 
Christ, (Gal. i. 1.) to receive his message immediately from 
the Lord Jesus, Christ speaks thus to him, I have appeared 
unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a 
witness both of those things which thou hast seen, and of 
those things in the tvhich I will appear xinto thee: (Acts x^vi, 
1G.) which words contain a promise of an immediate in- 
struction from Christ iii his apostolical function. Whence 
this apostle declares, confirming that his declaration with 
an oath, TJie gospel, which was preached by me, was not after 
man; for I neither received of man, neither was I taught it 
(by man), but (only) by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (Gal. 
i. 11, 12.) He therefore-had his message from Christ, as 
Moses had from God, Christ speaking to him mouth to 
mouth, &c. (Numb. xii. 7.) 

But yet that which enabled them for the inditing of these 
writings, as a rule of faith to all succeeding ages, was the 
internal and powerful assistance of the Holy Spirit. 

§. H. To proceed then to the* second inquiry, How far 
it is necessary or reasonable to assert the Divine assistance 
of the Holy Spirit, or his inspiration to these sacred writers. 
To this I shall answer, by premising a distinction of tbc 
Jews, between those sacred writers who were prophets, 
properly so called, and the chetubim, or holy writers, who 
ponned their compositions by the assistance of the Holy 
Ghost. , 

To the prophets, properly so called, thoy ascribe an im- 
mediate suggestion and representation in their fancy, and 
imaginations of the things which they delivered as from tho 
mouth, and in the name ofGod, he keeping still alive upon 
them the images and resemblances. of tho visions which 
they saw, till they were penned, and imprinting on their 
memories the messages which they delivered by his com- 
mand to the people. Hence, when the roll of Jeremy was 
burnt, lie was enabled to dictate again to Baruch the same 
ivords, (xxxvi. 32.) And this! believe to be true, concern- 
ing all the visions they declare they saw, and all the mes- 
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sages they deliver with this.preface, Tints saith the Lord, or 
The word. of the Lord came to N. N. saying; but I do not 
think it necessary, with reference to the historical things 
related in the writings of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, 
which the Jews style the former prophets, or with respect 
to the historical relations contained in the prophecies of 
Isaiah, Jeremiah^ &c. 

To the chetubim, or holy writers, who penned their writ- 
ings by tho assistance of the Holy Spirit, they, ascribe, 

1. An impulse from God. to write or compose them, but 
such as left them to the use of their own words, and to the 
exercise of their reasons. / • . , . . - 

2. A snperintehdency of the Holy Spirit over them, and 
a Divine assistance still cleaving to them in those compo- 
sitions, so that. they should not.be obnoxious to any error 
or mistake in what they did indite; .that assistance, which 
they ascribe to their prophets, by latter writers is called 
" an inspiration of suggestion ;'? the second, or the assist- 
ance of the chetubim, <c an inspiration of direction" only. 

And this assistance w£s thought inferior to that of pro- 
phecy, not as to the certainty of the revelation, or the sub- 
ject matter, but, only, as to the degree and measure of it; 
for, because there was in these compositions no visum pro- 
phetium, i. e. no vision exhibited, nor did they speak in 
this high strain, Thus saith the Lord, therefore.they thought 
they were riot to be styled prophets, in the proper accepta? 
tion of the word.. And I conjecture that it is for this latter 
reason only that they put the prophet Daniel not among the 
prophets, but the hagiograpki, or sacred writers ; because 
he never useth these expressions, Tlius saith the Lord, or 
saith, Thetvord of the Lord came unto me; since otherwise 
in visions he was scarce inferior to any of the other pro- 
phets., Nor is it easy to conjecture in what this way, whe- 
ther of revelation, or Divine assistance, and inspiration by 
the Holy Ghost, should be inferior to the former. , For, 

First, Sure it is no disparagement to this way, that per- 
sons acted by it do not express themselves in* parables, 
similitudes, and riddles, but use a more familiar language, 
and appear in a more simple undisguising dress, and so 
more advantageously condescend to the capacity of the* 
reader. Nor, 

Secondly, That it doth not act so much on the f imagina- 
tion and the fancy, but is principally seated in the higher 
and purer faculties of the soul, which is the second differ- 
ence assigned between them. Nor, 

Thirdly, That.it chiefly J mo veth the inspired person to 
dictate matters of true piety and goodness, of virtue, wis- 
dom, and prudence; these differences, if assigned truly, 
seem to mc to be advantages of this assistance, above that 
which usually was afforded to the ancient prophets, rather 
than tokens that it was really inferior to the inspiration 
they enjoyed. , - * . , . 

And. this will be more evident, if we compare this assist- 
ance of the Holy Spirit with that gradus Mosaicus which 
the Jews generally account the highest or supreme degree 
of prophecy, and is recorded in these words, If there be a 
prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself known to 
him in a vision, and will speak to him in a dream. My ser- 
vant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all my house. With 
him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not 



* Dr. Smith of Prophecy, chap. 7. p. 231. 



t Ibid. 



tlbid. 



in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall he be- 
hold. (Numb. xii. 6—8.) Whence the Jews gather these 
, several excellences of the prophetic gift of Moses above 
what was vouchsafed to the other prophets ; viz. 

First, That all other* prophets prophesied by dream or 
by vision, but Moses'prophesied when he was waking, and 
standing. Now this also did the* spiritual person, moved 
by the Holy Ghost. 

Secondly, That other f prophets prophesied by the hand of 
an angel, and therefore saw what they saw inf parables and 
darkspeeches ; but Moses spake immediately from the mouth 
of God, and without parables or dark speeches; and so also 
did the spiritual person speak under the gospel dispensa- 
tion, not by any angel,. but by that Spirit which searcheth 
the deep things of God; not in parables and dark riddles, 
but with great plainness of speech. 

Thirdly, That all the prophets were afraid, and troubled, 
and fainted, but Moses was not so : nor was it so with our 
apostles. Moreover there was strength, say they, in Moses 
to understand the words of the prophecy; and so was there 
also in the prophets to understand the revelations of the 
Spirit. So that you see this way of assistance gave to 
the penmen of the New Testament all these prerogatives 
of Moses above the other prophets; and so I know not 
why it should be reckoned inferior to their way of pro- 
phecy, upon those very accounts for which the way of pro- 
phecy vouchsafed to Moses is preferred above them, espe- 
cially if .we consider that St. Peter lays this as the true 
foundation of their credibility, that they spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. (2 Pet. i. 21.) . 

But it is of no great moment to insist on this comparison, 
since the sacred writers of the second order, styled hagio- 
graphi, are said to be so far attended with the Divine assist- 
ance in their compositions, as that they could not be ob- 
noxious in them to error or mistake in what they writ, which 
is abundantly sufficient to render all their compositions a 
certain and unerring rule of faith, in what they have de- 
livered as the object of it. 

To proceed then to the consideration of the distinction 
hinted before; viz. of inspiration by suggestion, and inspi- 
ration of direction only. I say, then, 

First, That where there is no antecedent idea or know- 
ledge of the things written for the good of others, to be ob- 
tained from reason, or a former revelation, an inspiration 
of suggestion must be vouchsafed to the apostles, to enable 
them to make them known unto the world. But where there 
is an antecedent knowledge of the things to be indited, it 
can only be necessary that God should either immediately, 
or by some special occasions, excite them to indite those 
things, and should so carefully preside over and direct their 
minds whilst writing, as to suggest or bring into their me- 
mories such things as his wisdom thought fit to be written, 
and should not suffer them to err in the delivery of what was 
thus indited in his name, or as apostles of God the Father 
and our Lord Jesus Christ. And therefore, 

Secondly, In all their revelations of mysteries, or things 
which could not otherwise be made known to them, either 
by natural reason or antecedent revelation, they must'be 
acknowledged to have had them by an immediate suggestion 
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or the Holy Spirit. Henco of these things the apostle says 
negatively, that the natural man (who only judges of things 
by his natural reason) cannot know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned; (ICor. ii. 14.) i.e. they, being mys- 
teries, can only be discerned by the revelation of the Spirit; 
and positively, that they speak the wisdom of God in a mys- 
tery, even the wisdom hid from former ages, which eye had 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor had it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive; (1 Cor. if. 7.) and that because God had 
revealcil these things to them by his Spirit, (ver. 9.) they hav- 
ing received the Spirit of God, that they might know the 
things ichich are freely given to its of God, (ver. 10.) Thus 
was the mystery of the calling of the gentiles into an equality 
of privileges with the believing Jews made known unto 
them; for God by revelation (saith St. Paul) made known 
to me the mystery of Christ, which in other ages was not 
made known as it is now revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit, that the gentiles should be fellow- 
heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in 
Christ by the gospel: (Eph. iii. 3-0. i. 9. vi. 19. Col. i. 26, 
27. ii. 2. iv. 3, 4.) so they knew the mystery of tho re- 
calling of the Jews ; (Rom. xi. 25, 26.) the mystery of the 
resurrection, i. e. the quality of the bodies to be raised, and 
tho order of it, with all the other special circumstances 
mentioned ICor. xv. IThess. iv. and the apostacy of the 
latter times; for the Spirit speaketh expressly (saith the 
apostle), that in the latter days men shall depart from the 
faith. (1 Tiin. iv. 1.) This inspiration of suggestion must 
also be allowed to St. John, the author of the Revelation; 
for he speaking only what was represented to him in visions, . 
or by angelical discourses or apparitions, must have that 
assistance which suggested these ideas to him. But, 

Thirdly, As for those things which they did know already, 
either by natural reason, education, or antecedent revela- 
tion, they needed only such an assistance or direction in 
them as would secure them from error in their reasonings, 
or in their confirmation of their doctrines by passages con- 
tained in the Old Testament; and therefore a continual sug- 
gestion must be here unnecessary. And indeed one great 
work they bad upon their hands, both in preaching the gos- 
pel and wTiting these gospels and epistles, being to convince 
the unbelieving Jew, or to confirm the wavering Jew, or 
rectify the errors of the Judaizing Christian, the gift of 
knowledge of the Scriptures of the Old Testament was very 
necessary to them, and therefore is deservedly reckoned 
among the primary gifts of the Holy Ghost; and being so, 
we have reason to believe, that either the Holy Ghost sug- 
gested to their memory those Scriptures which they used 
in these sacred writings to convince them, or else presided 
so over them as not to suffer them to make any inferences 
from them which were not agreeable to the true intent and 
meaning of them; though, at this distance of time, we may 
not always be able to discern the strength and clearness of 
the consequence. And, 

Fourthly, In writing the historical parts of the New Tes- 
tament, or matters of fact relating to themselves or others, 
it is only necessary, that what is there delivered as matter 
of fact should truly be performed, as it is said to have been 
done ; but it is not necessary that they should be related in 
that order of time in which they were performed, unless 
that also be affirmed of them ; for this must be sufficient to 
assure us of the truth of what they thus delivered. 



Moreover, in writing the discourses contained in these 
books, it is not necessary that the very words should be sug- 
gested or recorded in which they were first spoken, but only 
that the true intent and meaning of them should be related, 
though in diversity of words. Though the promise made 
to the apostles by our Lord, that the Holy Spirit should 
bring to their remembrance, iravra, all things which he had 
said unto them, John xiv. 26. doth fairly plead for this ex- 
actness in what they have delivered of our Saviour's ser- 
mons ; it being scarce imaginable their memory, without 
Divine assistance, should exactly give us all that was 
spoken in such long discourses. 

And hence wo may account for the objections against 
this Divine assistance, arising from the seventh of the 
Acts ; for though I have shewed in the note on ver. 15, 16. 
that there is no real mistake in the words of the proto- 
martyr, yet were it granted, that there is an error in his ac- 
count of the sepulchres of the patriarchs, yet that affects 
not the authority of St. Luke at all, provided he exactly 
hath related what was then said by St. Stephen, who was 
not chosen to be a penman of the Holy Scriptures. 

Lastly, From what is thus discoursed, it may appear, 
that I contend only for such an inspiration or Divine as- 
sistance of the sacred writers of the New Testament, as 
will assure us of the truth of what they write, whether by 
inspiration of suggestion, or direction only; but not for 
such an inspiration as implies, that even their w T ords were 
dictated, or their phrases suggested to them by the Holy 
Ghost. This in some matters of great moment might bo 
so, St. Paul declaring, Tliat they spake the things which 
were given them of God in the words which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth, 1 Cor. ii. 13. if that relate not to what the Holy 
Ghost had taught them out of the Old Testament. But 
that it was not always so is evident, both from the consi- 
deration that they were hagiographers, who arc supposed 
to be left to the use of their own words, and from the va- 
riety of the style in which they w f rite, and from the sole- 
cisms which are sometimes visible in their compositions ; 
and more especially from their own words, which mani- 
festly shew, that in some cases they had no such sugges- 
tions from the Holy Ghost, as doth imply, that he had dic- 
tated those words unto them. For instance, when St. Paul 
declares his w T ill or purpose to do what he was hindered by 
the providence of God from doing ; as when he saith to 
the Romans, Wlien I go into Spain, I will come to you, xv. 
24. I will come by you into Spain, ver. 28. For though he 
might, after his enlargement, go into the west, where St. 
Clemens* saith, he preached ; and even into Spain, as 
Cyril,f Epiphanius,J and Theodoret § say he did ; yet it is 
certain he did not designedly go to Rome in order to an in- 
tended journey into Spain. And when he saith to the Co- 
rinthians, J will come toyouwhenlpass through Macedonia, 

1 Cor. xvi. 5. and yet confesseth in his second epistle, 

2 Cor. i. 15 — 17. that he did not perform that journey ; for 
it is not to be thought that the Holy Ghost should incite 
him to promise, or even purpose, what he knew he would 
not perform. This also we learn from all those places in 
which they do express their ignorance or doubtfulness of 
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that which they arc speaking of ; as when St. Paul saith, J 
knoiv not whether I baptized any other : (1 Cor. i. 1G.) and 
again, rvxov Trapctfxtvy, perhaps I ivill abide, yea, and winter 
with you: (1 Cor. xvi. G.) and when St. Peter saith, by 
Sylvanus, a faithful brother, as I suppose, have I written to 
you: (IPet. v. 12.) for these words plainly shew, that in 
all these things they had no inspiration or Divine assist- 
ance. This, lastly, may be gathered from all those places 
in which they only do express their hope, and that condi- 
tionally, of doing this or that— as in these words ; I hope to. 
seeyou in my journey : (Rom. xv. 24.) I will come unto you 
quickly, if the Lord will: (1 Cor. iv. 19.) I hope to stay 
some time with you, if the Lord permit: (1 Cor. xvi. 7.) I 
hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy quickly to you ; 
(Phil. ii. 19. 23.) and I trust that I myself also shall come 
quickly : (ver. 24.) these things I write, hoping to come to 
thee quickly, but if I should tarry that thou mayest know 
how to behave thyself in the church of God: (lTim.iii.14, 
15.) I hope by your prayers to begiven to you : (Philcm. 22.) 
Tliis will ive do if the Lordpermit : (Heb. vi. 3.) I hope to 
come to you: (2 John 12. 3 John 14.) For, (1.) Spes 
estincertce ret nomen, the word hope implicth an uncer- 
tainty, whereas the Holy Spirit cannot be uncertain of 
any thing; nor can wc think he would inspire men to 
speak so uncertainly. And, (2.) There can be no necessity 
or even use of a Divine assistance to enable a man to ex- 
press his hopes, seeing all men do by natural reflection 
know them. 

§. III. And having thus declared what I do allow, I 
now proceed to shew what in this matter T cannot admit 
of:— 

First, Then, I can by no means grant any slips of me- 
mory in the compilers of these sacred, books of the New 
Testament ; for though these arc allowed by * some in 
matters of small consequence, as they arc pleased to stylo 
them, yet is it of great consequence that we do not own 
them: for, if you grant they have thusslipped at all, by what 
rules can wc be assured they have not slipped above a hun- 
dred times, or even in most of their historical relations? 
For instance, if St. Matthew could slip in citing the words 
of the prophet Jeremiah, by mistake, for the words of Ze- 
chariah, Matt, xxvii. 9. why not also in citing the words 
of the prophet Isaiah, or of any other prophet? If one of 
those sacred writers might be subject to these slips, why 
not all ? If once, why not often ? And can wc think it no 
prejudice to the Divine authority of these sacred writings, 
that they should so oft he subject to false citations, and . 
produce false stories, contradicting the truth of the Old 
Testament? Would not this yield a great advantage against 
our rule of faith, both to the unbelieving Jews, and to 
the sceptics and antiscripturists, which too much abound 
among us ? Nor, 

Secondly, Can I grant that the apostles determined any 
matters of practice merely from rules of human prudence, 
without the guidancc'and direction of the Holy Spirit; it 
is pretended, this is done by St. Paul in these words, To 
the rest speak I, not the Lord : (1 Cor. vii. 12.) and again 
in these, Concerning virgins I have no commandment of the 
Lord, but I give my judgment or advice, as one that hath ob- 
tained mercy of the Lord to be found faithful: I judge 
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therefore this to be good for the present necessity : (ver. 25, 
2G.) and a third time, She is happier if she so remain, after 
my judgment, and I think also that I have the Spirit of God; 
(ver. 40.) This is not, saith one,*, spoken with the autho- 
rity of a teacher sent from God, or an apostle, but in such 
a style as implies only an ordinary assistance,. such as any 
pious skilful pastor. may expect. * * 

Ans. To this I answer, 1. That what the apostle 
speaks of here, from ver. 12. to the 24th secmeth to be no 
slight matter, but of great importance to the good of so- 
cieties, and to the honour of Christianity; for sure it would 
have been a signal blemish to the Christian faith, should it 
have tended to dissolve the bonds of matrimony, or given 
men or women licence to quit that sacred tie purely because 
they were termed Christians. And hence we find that the 
apostle had taken special care to prevent this imputation 
every where, by ordaining the very same thing in all other 
churches, which he here prescribes to the Corinthians. 
Though then he who had. said before, To the married speak 
not I, but the Lord, 1 Cor. vii. 17. because that case had 
been particularly decided by Christ, Matt. xix. 9. says af- 
terward, To the rest say I, not the Lord; he says not this 
to intimate that this direction only w r as given by him as a 
man using his natural reason, only to direct them to what 
he thought best, but not as delivering the mind of Christ, 
for he had before declared the contrary, by "saying, We 
have the mind of Christ, (1 Cor. ii. 16.) and after doth it in 
these words, If any man think himself a prophet, or spiri- 
tual, let him acknowledge that the things I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord; (xiv. 37.) but only to de- 
clare our Lord, in his discourse of divorce, had not decided 
the case a de imparibus conjugiis," of the marriage of a 
believer with an infidel, but had left this to the decision 
of those apostles to whom he had promised the assist- 
ance of the Holy Ghost Vo lead them into all truth. (John 
xvi. 13.) 

Ans. 2. In the words cited with relation to the case. of 
virgins, though the apostle owns he had no particular 
commandment of the Lord, as he had in the case of mar- 
ried persons, yet doth he say sufficient to convince us, that 
he advised in the matter not only as a man assisted by his 
natural reason, but also as one assisted by the Spirit of 
God : for, 

First, Though, saith he, as to this, J have no particular 
command, I give my advice in it as one who hath obtained 
mercy of the Lord to be found faithful (in the discharge of 
my apostolical office). Now this, saith hc ? is all that is re- 
quired of a minister of Christ, and steward of his mysteries, 
that he be found faithful in administering the grace of his 
apostlcship, (1 Cor. iv. 12.) And this fidelity was still at- 
tended with the power of Christ, assisting them, as appears 
from these words, J thank Jesus Christ our Lord, who hath 
enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into 
the ministry. (I Tim. i. 12.) So that this phrase doth not 
imply that the apostle had only an ordinary assistance in 
this advice, such as any skilful pious pastor may expect. 
And this is still more evident in those words, She is happier 
if she so abide after my judgment ; and I think I have theSpi* 
rit of God (enabling me to form that judgment); for they 
who say, this is not spoken with the authority of an apo- 
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stle, or a teacher seat from God, seem n6t to have consi- 
dered that tho apostle was writing to them who are apt to 
question his npostlcship, and required a proof of Christ 
speaking in him ; (2 Cor. xiii. 3.) and to them it was proper 
to say, Whatsoever you may conceive of mo, I suppose I 
have the spirit of God, t. e. tho spirit of wisdom, and know- 
ledge to enable me to make this advice. Moreover, the 
words ?oicw txtiv may bo rendered, I have the spirit of God; 
so in this epistle, 6 ?okwu thai $t\6vuKO$ is, he that is con- 
tentious, (m. 16.) and u t*c SokA wpo^^c, if any **»* be a 
prophet. (Sec tho note there.) Nor, 

Thirdly, Do I grant that St. Paul any where implies that 
ho doth not always use the best arguments, but sometimes 
such as arc best fitted to the capacities and notions of those 
he wrtes to; for if so, by what rules shall wo be able to 
distinguish betwixt his arguments on which we may safely 
rely, as being absolutely true, and those which only aro 
accommodated to tho notions of those with whom he had 
to do ? St. Paul doth indeed say, avOptZmivov \lyo>, I speak 
after the manner of men, or what is common to men, because 
of the infirmity of your flesh ; (Rom. vi. 19.) but he speaks 
not this by way of excuse for not using the best argument 
ho could in this affair, but ho speaks this by way of illus- 
tration of his argument, or exhortation. The sense which 
the ancients put upon these words is this, rp <pv<ni fxtrptj ttjv 
TQpalvttjiv, J frame my exhortation ivith a due consideration 
of the infirmity of your flesh, requiring only that you should 
do that service now to God, which you have formerly dono 
to sin. I rather think the apostle discburscth to this effect: 
In this discourso of their being servants formerly to sin, 
and their obligation now to be servants to righteousness, I 
speak that which all natural men must have had experience 
of by reason of tho infirmity of the flesh, and of which they 
may thence take a just idea, requiring only that as they 
have formerly yielded their members instruments to sin, so 
they would now yield them instruments to righteousness. 

As for the arguments they use ad hominem, as they are 
very few, so is it only requisite that they should truly be 
convincing upon the principles which such men owned and 
received, there being nothing more intended by them, than 
to convince them, that such an inference doth naturally fol- 
low from their principle, and that they must either quit 
the tenet or admit the inference. For instance, when the 
apostle saith, Else what shall they do who are baptized for 
the dead? 1 Cor. xv. 29. ho is there disputing against 
some of tho Corinthians, who said, There is no resurrection 
of the dead. Now here he all along disputcth ad hominem, 
and on supposition; as, v. g. Then is Christ not risen from 
the dead: (vcr. 13.) Then are we falie witnesses of God: 
(vcr. 15.) Then is your faith vain: (vcr. 17.) Then they that 
sleep in Christ are perished: (vcr. 18.) Then are Christians 
of all men the most miserable, (vcr. 19, &c.) All which sup- 
positions arc really false, but then they follow from the 
foresaid tenet of those Corinthians ; so that all this discourse 
is only an argument ababsurdo. But that the apostles any 
where nsc such arguments ad hominem, as proceed only on 
such principles as wcro generally admitted in their age, 
without considering whether they wcro true or false, I ut- 
terly deny. 

§. IV. Having thus premised these things for the right 
stating and explication of tho controversy, I proceed to 
lay down the arguments, which prove, that in these writings 



the apostles wcro assisted and preserved from error by the 
Spirit of God, and therefore wcro enabled to deliver to us 
an unerring rule of faith. 

And, first, I argue for the Divine assistance of the iri- 
ditcrs of these sacred records, from what they do assert con- 
cerning their own writings, and what they say touching the 
declarations made, tho doctrines delivered, and the direc- 
tions given in them. And, 

As for the writers of the gospels, St. Luke declares, he 
writes his gospel to Thcophilus, that he might know the cer- 
tainty of those things in which he had been instructed ; and 
St. John declares, his gospel was written, that they might 
believe that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God: now it is 
plain, that neither Thcophilus could be certain of the truth 
of what he had been taught by any writing, which was not 
absolutely certain in itself; nor could others be induced 
by what St John had written, to believe that Jesus was the 
Christ, unless they could be certain that he spake the truth 
throughout his gospel. Now if wc do consider how many 
things contained in the beginning of St. Luke's gospel, he 
must havo by hearsay; and how many long discourses, 
both he, St. Matthew, and $t. John, deliver, as spoken by 
our Lord and others; of which wc can have no assurance, 
after so many years before the writing of them, on the mere 
strength of human memory, so as to ground an article of Di- 
vine faith upon tho very words in which they arc delivered — 
wo must bo forced to conclude, that, upon this account, we 
cannot depend upon the very letter and minute circum- 
stances of every discourse related by them, unless, accord- 
ing to Christ's promise, they had the assistance of the Holy 
Ghost to bring these things to their remembrance: wherefore 
this promise is made to them in very general and compre- 
hensive terms ; viz. The Holy Ghost shall bring all things 
to your remembrancewhatsoever I have said unto yon. (John 
xiv. 2G.) And then there being nothing considerable in St. 
Mark, which is not also in St. Matthew or St. Luke, or 
both, the certainty of all that is contained in them, must 
make us also certain of the truth of what St. Mark delivers 
in his gospel. Moreover, the word spoken and indited by 
them, is styled the word of God: Men, saith the apostle, 
could not believe the gospel unless they heard it preached 
to them; nor conld they hear it preached, unless some 
were coramissionatcd to preach tho gospel; for faith comes 
by hearing, arid hearing by the word of God: (Rom. x. 
14— '■IT.) and, for this cause (saith he) thank we God 
without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God 
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word ofmen } 
but as it is in truth the word of God: (1 Thcss. ii. 13.) lam 
made a minister of Christ (saith he), according to the dis- 
pensation of God which is given to me, to fulfil (i. e. fully 
to preach) the word of God. (Colos. i. 25.) 2. It is called 
the comma?idment of God; for my gospel, saith St. Paul, 
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, is made manifest, and 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made 
known nnto you for the obedience of faith; (Rom. xvi. 25, 
2G.) which faith is always built on a Divine testimony. And 
again, Jf any man be a prophet, or spiritual, let him ac- 
knowledge that the things I write unto you are the com- 
mandments of the Lord. (1 Cor. xiv. 37.) 3. It is declared 
to be tho wisdom of God, 1 Cor. i. 24. for we preach 
Christ to you that^ are called, both Jews and Greeks, the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God; toe speak the wisdom 
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Of God in a "mystery, eventlmt wisdom which God hath re- 
vealed to us by his Spirit. (1 Cor. ii. 7. 10.) 4. It is the 
testimony of God ; for I come not to you (saith he) in ex- 
cellency of speech, declaring to you the testimony of God. 
(1 Cor. ii.l.) 5. It is the gospel of God : for St. Paul styles 
himself the minister of Jesus Christ to the gentiles, minis- 
tering the gospel of God to them : (Rom. xv. 16.) We preach 
(saith he) the gospel of God freely: (2 Cor. xi. 7.) We were 
bold to preach to you the gospel of God; we were ivilling to 
have imparted to you not the gospel of God only, but also 
our own lives, (1 Thess. ii. 2. 8, 9.) oven the glorious gospel 
of the blessed God committed to my trust. (1 Tim. i. 10.) 

6. It is the gospel of Christ \for I come (saith he) to Troas 
to preach Clirist's gospel: (2 Cor. ii. 12.) We sent Timotheus, 
our fellow-labourer in the gospel of Christ. (1 Thess. iii. 2.) 

7. It is the mystery of his will : (Eph. i. 9.) Tfie mystery of 
God the Father, and of Christ: (Col. ii. 2.) The mind of 
Christ, made known to the apostles: (1 Cor. ii. 16.) and Me 
word of Christ which must dwell richly in believers. (Col. 
iii. 16.) 

Now sure it cannot rationally bo conceived, that the 
apostles should be ignorant of that assistance by which 
they were enabled to indite these records; if then they were 
assured of that assistance of the Holy Spirit, which they 
challenged, then must the gospel, which they both preached 
and indited, be received as the word of God and Christ, the 
mindofCltrist, the gospel of God and Christ, the mystery 
of God the Father aud of Christ, the commandment and the 
testimony of God ; which is the thing I am concerned to 
make good ; and then it highly must concern all persons 
to be mindful of the commandments of the apostles of our 
Lord and Saviour. (2 Pet. iii. 2.) If they had no such as- 
surance of the assistance of the Holy Spirit, they grossly 
did impose upon the world, in thus pretending, that they 
preached the gospel by the assistance of the Holy Spirit 
sent down from Jieaven. If they were not assured that in 
those writings they delivered only those doctrines, which 
God required all men to believe, those precepts he required 
them to do, they must be very confident, in daring to make 
this the preface to some of their epistles, Paul an apostle, 
according to the will and the commandment of God; (1 Cor. 
i. 1. 2Cor.i.l..Eph.i.l. Col.i.l. ITim.i. 1. 2Tim.i.l.) 
and saying with so much assurance, If any be a prophet, 
let him acknowledge that the things I write unto you are the 
commandments of God: (1 Cor.xiv. 37.) and much more, in 
declaring to all Christians thus; We are of God: he that 
knoweth God heareth zis; he that is not of God hqareth not 
us: by this we know the spirit of truth, and the spirit of 
error. (1 John iv. 6.) For this seems equal to what their 
Master himself said in the like words, Wliydo ye not be- 
lieve me? He that is of God heareth the ivords of God: 
you therefore hear them not, because you are not of God. 
(John viii. 4G, 47.) Yea, they must be false witnesses of 
God, by styling human writings, the word, the gospel, the 
command, the testimony, the mind, the mystery, of God and 
Christ, and by requiring others to receive it, not as the word 
of man, but as the word of God, even that word by which 
they must be judged at the last day: (Rom. ii. 16.)' which 
again runs as high as those words of Christ,* Hie vwrd that 
J luive spoken, shall judge him that believeth it not at the 
last day. (Johnxii. 48*) 

If hero it be replied, that these things are rather said of 



the gospel which they preached, than of the gospels and 
the epistles which they writ: 1 answer, 

First, That St. Peter saith of all St. Paul's epistles, 
that they were written according to the wisdom given to him, 
(2 Pet. iii. 15, 16.) even that wisdom which he styles the 
wisdom of God, and ascribes to the apostles in- the general, 
saying, We speak the wisdom of God, &c. (1 Cor. ii. 6, 7.) 
that St. Paul himself requires all spiritual persons to ac- 
knowledge the things he writ unto them were the command- 
ments of the Lord* 

Secondly, I ask, whether the doctrines of faith and rules 
of life, delivered in the gospels and epistles, be not as much 
a pan of the gospel, or the law of Christ, as any thing they 
preached ? If they be a part of it, all these assertions must 
equally be true of their gospels and epistles written, and 
their sermons preached : if they be not, where shall we 
find, and how shall we be assured, that we have the gospel 
of our Lord; since wc know nothing of it but from what is 
left on record in that New Testament, which contains all 
we have left of their preaching after the Spirit, promised 
to lead them into all truth, was fallen upon them? Or, why 
did all Christians, of that and the succeeding ages, depend 
upon them as their rule of faith? Moreover, that the apo- 
stles were assisted as fully by the Holy Ghost in what they 
writ as in what they preached, will be apparent from the 
consideration of their office, they having this assistance 
as being Christ's apostles,- his ambassadors, the ministers 
of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Now in 
the preface to their epistles, they take care to let the reader 
know, they who sent these epistles were apostles and mi- 
nisters of Christ, according to the will and the commandment 
of God, (2 Tim. i. 1.) /or (declaration of) the promise of 
life tvhich is in Christ Jesus, for the faith of God's elect, and 
the acknowledging the truth which is after godliness. (Tit. i. 
1.) If therefore they had this assistance, because they were 
the ministers of Christ, the teachers of the Jew and gentile/ 
in faith and verity; men who received grace and apostleship 
from Christ to the obedience of faith, and had the word of 
God committed to them according to the commandment of 
our God and Saviour; and they were truly discharging 
their office as well when they indited as when they preached 
the gospel ; — they must be equally assisted in both. 

This, lastly, will bo evident from the consideration of 
the common end and design both of their writing and 
preachings for the reason why this assistance attended 
them in preaching was, the benefit and edification of the 
church, the building her up in her most holy faith, the per- 
fecting the saints, the edifying of the body of Christ, till we 
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God unto a perfect man; for to this end, Christ 
gave some, apostles; some,prophets and evangelists. (Eph. iv. 
11 — 13.) Now, do not all these reasons equally belong to- 
their writings? Were they not also intended and used for 
these very ends in all succeeding ages of the church? Did 
they not in them write the same things which they had 
preached, because this was for their safety? (Phil. iii. 1.) 
that, after their decease, they might have these things always 
in remembrance, (2Pct. i. 15.) and that they might be mindful 
of the commandments of the apostles of our Lord? (iii. 1, 2.) 
Had they not the promise of the Spirit to assist them in their 
preaching, that they might guide their hearers into all truth? 
and, doth not the same reason hold more strongly for their 
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writings, partly, because they were to remain when the 
apostles were dead, and could not bo consulted, as they 
might bo whilst living, when any scruple did arise touch- 
ing their doctrine, and to serve for tho instruction, not of 
one ago only, as their preaching did, but of all ages of tho 
Christian world? And, indeed, their preaching without writ- 
ing, could not have answered the design of propagating tho 
Christian faith to future ages ; experience having taught us, 
that what is handed only by tradition to us, is subject to 
the greatest change and innovations: it being the pretended 
traditions of the Jewish church, which corrupted and made 
void the commandments of God, (Matt.^xv. G.)and the pre- 
tended traditions of the Romish church, which havo turned 
their Christianity into a system of superstition and idolatry : 
for, as it is truly observed by Origcn,* That which only 
is delivered by word of mouth, quickly vanisheth, as being of 
no certainty. So that if our blessed Lord designed tho con- 
tinuance of his gospel to tho end of the world, ho also must 
design the assistance of his apostles in the writing of it. 

Now from this argument we may return an answer to that 
cavil, which somo have made against tho inspiration of the 
writings of the New Testament, That we meet not in them, 
as we do frequently in the Old, these words, Thus saith the 
Lord, or, The word of the Lord, by such or such a pro- 
phet. For, 

1. We meet not with these words in all the chetubim, or 
tho hagiographa, which yet all the Jews acknowledge to 
bo written by the assistance of the Holy Ghost. Moreover, 
our Lord speaks of prophets sent by bim, Matt, xxiii. 34. 
which implies, that they must be assisted in delivering 
their message by the Holy Ghost, as the prophets were. 

2. When we meet with it in the prophets of the Old 
Testament, it is chiefly, if not only, when these prophets 
have a message from the Lord to the people; and when 
Christ sends his message to the seven churches, we find 
words of like import still repeated; viz. He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; 
(Rev. ii. 7. iii. 22.) which whole phrase occurs not else- 
where, but only in the Revelation, or the words of the 
prophecy of St. John. 

3. It is surely of like import to say, This I write to you 
by the word of the Lord: (IThess. iv. 15.) The word you 
received from us, is not the word of man, but of God; (ii.13.) 
and I who preach it am his minister to fulfd the word of 
God: (Col.i. 35.) The word made known unto you for the 
obedience of faith, is the command of the everlasting God: 
(Rom.xvi. 25, 2G.) The things I write unto you are the com- 
mandmeids of the Ijord. (1 Cor.xiv. 37.) For the phrase 
IvXoyy Kvplov, is the phrase used by the prophets of the 
Old Testament; viz. the prophet said unto him, lv Xoy^ 
Kvplov, by the word of the Jjord, Smite me, 1 Kings xx. 
35. sec xiii. 1,2. 5. 9. 32. and equivalent to it arc these 
sayings. In fine, wc read of John the Baptist, that the 
word of God came to him, and he went forth preaching the 
baptism of repentance; (Luke iii. 2, 3.) which is the very 
phrase used of the prophets of thoOld Testament. (See the 
note there.) Seeing then our Lord hath taught us, that 
though he was the greatest of the prophets before Christ, 
yet the least of the prophets in the kingdom of heaven is 
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greater than he; (Matt. xi. 11.) can wc reasonably con- 
ceive, that this forerunner of the Messiah should speak 
tho word of God, as did the prophets of tho Old Testa- 
ment; and that the prophets and apostles of the New Testa- 
ment, on whom the Holy Ghost descended, to enable them 
to teach the mind of Christ to all future ages of the church, 
should not speak and write what they delivered as the rule 
of faith by the like Divine assistance? 

§. V. Arg. 2. They who, when tbey indited these writ- 
ings, were assisted by the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of truth, 
indited these records by Divine assistance ; for the things 
God spake to his servants, the prophets, are styled the 
things which I commanded lv irvtvfxaTt /xov, by my spirit. 
(Zech. i. 6.) But the apostles were thus assisted ; this they 
in terms, or by just consequence, assert. For St. Pater 
saith of them all in general, that they preached the gospel 
by the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. (1 Pet. i. 12.) 
And, is not this as much as he said of the prophets of the 
Old Testament, when he declares, they spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost? (2 Pet. i. 1.) St Paul asserts, 
in the same general expressions, that those great things be- 
longing to the gospel, which neither eye had seen, nor ear 
had heard, nor heart was able to conceive, God had revealed 
to theniby the Spirit: (1 Cor. ii. 10.) that they had received 
not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God, 
that they might know the things which were freely given to 
Christians of God; and that these things they taught not in 
the words which man* s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things with spiritual, 
(ver. 12, 13.) In which place, the very design of the apostle 
is to prove against the Greek philosophers, how unreason- 
able it was to reject the gospel; because it came not in 
the way of demonstration to human reason, but by way of 
revelation from God, and so requireth faith; as of necessity 
it must do, since it contained such things concerning the 
design of Christ's salutary passion, his resurrection, ascen* 
sion, and a future judgment at the general resurrection, 
which no natural man could know by the utmost improve- 
ment of his human reason; and such discoveries of the 
council of God concerning man's justification, as depended 
upon his good pleasure, which was known only to that 
Holy Spirit, which scarchcth all things, even the deep 
things of God. It is this Spirit, saith he, that we have re- 
ceived, and by this Spirit hath God revealed these things 
unto us, and we accordingly do teach them to the world, 
not in the words which human wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing the revelations made 
to us by tbc Spirit, with the revelations made to the pro- 
phets in the OldTcstamcnt by the same Spirit, and finding 
that the revelations made to us do far exceed what was 
discovered to them; for, what the eye of those prophets 
had not seen in vision, nor their car heard in dreams, nor 
can the heart of man conceive without a revelation, even 
these things hath God revealed to us by his Spirit. Thus 
did they speak the word of God in demonstration of the 
Spirit : whence he declares, that if any man despise their 
testimony or instructions, he despiseth not man only, but 
God also, who had given them his Spirit, (IThess. iv. 8.) 
they being not sufficient for this work of themselves, but 
their sufficiency was of God ; who, by this ministration of 
the Spirit, had made them able ministers of the New Testa- 
ment. (2 Cor. iii. 5, 6.) And thus, saith he, that God, who 
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commanded the light to shine out of darkness (and who il- 
luminated the prophets, by shining upon their imaginations 
and their xinderstandings), hath shined in our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. iv. 6.) In his Epistle to the Ephesians, 
he declares, that the mystery of Christ was made known to 
him by immediate revelation, and not to him only, but to 
the rest of the apostles and prophets of the New Testa- 
ment; For God (saith he) hath made known this revelation 
to us the apostles and prophets by the Spirit. (Eph.iii. 3. 5.) 
And hence he speaks to the Corinthians in this. language, 
If any man be a: prophet, or spiritual, let Mm acknowledge 
that the things I write unto you are the commandtnettts of 
God. (1 Cor. xiv. 37.) Here then the argument runs thus : 

They, who had a like assistance to that of the prophets 
under the Old Testament, must write by the direction of 
the Holy Ghost ; for holy men of old spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost, and the Scripture they indited 
was of Divine inspiration ; and their words are cited in the 
New Testament, as spoken by the Holy Ghost: but the 
apostles had a like assistance ; for in the words now cited, 
they style themselves apostles and prophets; they challenge 
a like illumination, or shining of God upon their hearts, a 
like revelation of their gospel by the Holy Spirit; and they 
pretend to teach it to others in words taught them by the 
Holy Ghost In all which sayings they must be guilty of 
a false testimony concerning God, and must impose upon 
the church of Christ, if no such assistance of the Holy 
Spirit was imparted to them. 

§. VI. A third argument for the infallible assistance of 
the apostles in delivering the truth of the gospel to poste- 
rity is taken from our Saviour's promise to them, he hav- 
ing engaged, 

First, To send the Comforter to be for ever with them, in 
these words : J will ask the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, to be for ever with you: (John xiv. 16.) 
and to be always with them when they were executing his 
commission to make disciples in all nations, teaching them 
to observe whatever he had commanded them. (Matt.xxviii. 
19, 20.) 

Ye (saith he) shall be my ivitnesses of these thitigs; and 
that you may be qualified to be so, Behold, I send the pro- 
mise of my Father upon you. (Luke xxiv. 48, 49.) Hence I 
infer, That they had always the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit with them in the discharge of their apostlcship. 

Secondly, he adds, That this Spirit that should thus 
abide with them, was the Spirit of truth, which the world 
could not receive. (John xiv. 16, 17.) Now why doth he 
choose to characterize him by this epithet, but to inform 
them, that they might expect from him the certain know- 
ledge of that whole doctrine they were, as his apostles, to 
declare unto the world, and leave to future generations as 
the rule of faith? That this is, indeed, the reason, wc 
learn from these following words, (vcr. 26.) But the Com- 
forter, the Holy Ghost, whom the Father shall send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your re- 
membrance all things which I have said unto you; i.e. the 
things I have commanded you to teach, he shall faithfully 
bring to your remembrance; and as for those many things 
I have to say unto you, which now ye cannot bear, he shall 
teach them all. That this is the true import of this pro- 
mise, wc learn from the ensuing words, (xvi. 12, 13.) I 



I have yet many things to say uhto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now ; but when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall 
guide you into all truth, and he shall shew you things to 
come. He shall guide you into, and therefore shall secure 
you from erring from, or going out of the way of truth: he 
shall thus guide you into all truth, which it concerns you, 
as his apostles, to deliver to the Christian church, or any 
of her members to know, in order to the performance of 
their duty, or the obtaining the end of their faith, the salva- 
tion of their souls. Hence, then, first, wc may be. sure, 
that all the sermons or discourses of our Lord to his disci- 
ples, recorded in the evangelists, are faithfully delivered by 
his apostles, as to the sense and genuine import of them ; 
for, otherwise; the Holy Spirit did not bring to their remem- 
brance all things which he had said unto them, but suffered 
them to record some of his sayings otherwise than he had 
delivered them*; nor were they faithful in execution of the 
charge committed to them, which was to teach all nations 
all things which he had commanded them. Secondly, Hence 
also w r e may rest assured, that what the apostles taught in 
any of the epistles directed to the Christian churches, they 
taught by the direction and guidance of the Holy Spirit; 
for since they were indited by them, as the apostles of tlie 
Lord, for the instruction of the church of that and the suc- 
ceeding ages, if the Spirit of truth did not guide them into 
all truth, but suffered them to err in the composing of them, 
then was not this promise of our Lord fulfilled unto them; 
no, not then, when they undertook. to be teachers of the 
church in faith and verity, and so were more especially 
concerned to have this guidance of the Holy Spirit. More- 
over, Christ declares, that he who heareth them, heareth 
him; (Luke x. 1G.) he that receiveth them, receiveth him. 
(Matt. x. 40.) Now to receive the apostles even as Christ 
Jesus, (Gal. iv. 14.) no man could be obliged, unless they 
were entirely assisted by tho Spirit promised to lead them 
into all truth, in the discharge of their apostleship. And 
this seems plainly to be the import of Christ's addresses to 
his Father, (John xvii. 17.) Sanctify them in or by thy truth, 
thy word is truth ; for he himself was sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit to his prophetic office; (Luke iv. 18. John x. 36.) 
so must they, who were apostles and prophets sent by hiin, 
(Matt, xxiii. 34. Luke xi. 49.) and therefore he saith, As 
the Father hath sent me, so send I yon: receive the Holy 
Ghost ; (John xx. 21, 22.) and prays, that they may have 
the same Spirit, that the world might believe, and know the 
Father had sent him; and had loved them, as he had loved 
him, (xvii. 21. 23. sec the note there.) ' 

§.VII. Arg. 4. These sacred records, which were indited 
to be a standing rule of faith throughout all ages of the 
world, the gospel contained in these Scriptures being made 
known to all nations for the obedience of faith, (Rom. vi. 26.) 
thcymustin all things propounded in them to our faith con- 
tain a Divine testimony, or a revelation of the will of God. 
For as human faith depends upon the testimony of man, so 
Divine faith is thatwhich depends on the testimony of God : 
and as obedience to men consists in doing the will of men, so 
our obedience to God consists in conformity to the will of 
God. Again, if wc must all be judged by this law of liberty ; 
(James ii. 12.) if Christ at the last day will judge the 
secrets of men's hearts ; (according to the gospel of St. 
Paul, Rom. ii. 16.) if he will come in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance of all that obey not his gospel— -then must this gospel 
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and this law of liberty he a rnlc of faith until Christ's 
second coming; for, upon that account alone, can men be 
bound under this dreadful penalty, to yield obedience to it, 
and be judged by it. 

§. VI I I. Arg. 5. lastly, That the apostles and writers of 
the books of the New Testament wero assisted both in 
thcirprcaching and writing by the Spirit of God, the Christ- 
ians of all nges from tho beginning do attest St. Clemens,* 
in his epistle to the Corinthians, saith, That the apostles 
delivered the gospel to us from our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
Christ from God; and that being fdled with the Spirit, and 
having the ivord of God committed to them, they went out 
preaching the kingdom of God. He adds,t That the Scrip- 
tures are the true words of the Holy Spirit : and that St . 
Paul icrit to them by the Spirit, touching himself and Ce- 
phas, and Apollos. PolycarpJ te,ls ,lis Philippians, Tliat 
none could attain to the wisdom of St. Paul, who had writ 
epistles to them ; by looking into which they might be built 
up in the faith delivered to them. In Justin's § time the 
gospels were known by the name of Euayy(Xia,both to Jew 
and gentilo; and they wero read in their assemblies as 
tho holy prophets, as being writ by men /ucrrofc wvzvfxaToe 
iylov, full of the Divine Sjyirit. (Dial, cum Tryph. p. 
22G, 227.) 

IrenncusJ informs us, That the Lord of all things gave to 
the apostles authority to preach the gospel, and that by them 
we have known the truth, that is, the doctrine of the Son of 
God; to whom he said, Ue that heareth you heareth me: 
that this gospel they preached, and after, by the will of God , 
committed to writing, to be the foundation and pillar of our 
faith; and adds, That all the apostles knew the truth by 
revelation as well as Paul: for as St. Paul was an apostle 
not of men, neither by men, but by Jesus Christ, and God 
the Father, so were they.% 

Theophilus** declares the consent there is betwixt the 
things spoken by the prophets, and in the gospels, because 
they both spake by the same Spirit. 

CIcmcnstt of Alexandria, speaking of tho woman who 
anointed our Saviour's feet with ointment, saith, This may 
be a symbol* rfjc & 8a cxkoXI a c t?jc tcvptaiaig, of our Lord's doc- 
trine; for the feet anointed with sweet smelling ointment, 
signify Ou\\v hlaaKoklav, the Divine doctrine ; for the apo- 
stles, partaking of the Holy Spirit, betokened by the oint- 



• OJ avirnXot kfiXt tUyytilrQvraf iirJ Kuffov Wow XfiTTOo' Wouc o XfiXTof afuo toD 
»mC. w*{+yyt\U{ tZi X*£»rrc **J irXiSfO$of)5irrt? ha tt?c awrirtw? tw Kagf'ou lifj&y , 
Wiu XfW-rtO, x«i win* u$irrtf r* \Sym tow 019? fAtra *X»ip»<^*«c fmufta-rOf ayiw 
f f*X&w lUyyiXtfyfxn* tt.v 0a?ikiUii tow eiou. Sffct. 42. 

t 'EynbrriTt i;? rat yp.$ks t*c aXtSiif fwii; vnCfxaroi tou aytw. Sect. 45. *E7r* 
iXr^tU; wnu/umTuiSf AwimiXtr Ifxtv wifi auTou ri t x*\ *Air£xx*. Sect. 47. 

♦*Of mJ avin Ifup fyf&ttt lxum\k; t ff I c i< |« v lytfartn, ttmtonrSi oUo&opi&Sat 
lie **» JoSnw if*?* wtrriv. Sect. 3. 
i Ap. ii. p. 98. 

| " Domlaat omnium dedil apoilalis iais poteititem evingelii, per qaoa el veri- 
Utero, hoc eit filti doctrinin, cogoorimai, quibni et dixit Domino a, qai tos audit, 
»b audit, lib. iii. Profit. Quod qnidetn etingelinm tunc pnceouiavermil ; postea 
rerfi p«r Del tolanUtem io Sciiptarii oobi* tradideniol foodimenluro et columnam 
fidei noitrv fataram," cap* 1. 

% " Sieat erjo PmUi apottolui odd lb honrinibo*, neqae per hominem, aed per 
Jciam, et Deau ratrera ; aio illi, filio qaidem addacente eai ad palrem, patro Tero 
Trtelotf el* filtom." Lib. iii. cap. 13. V. lib. ii. cap. 47. bis. 

■" *A*4xji£* fytaft-* x«l tA tSv TlppiM not tZv iiayyi\Ui i^w, Itk t* r&ijnh- 
T<f wnufxmr^ifwi iyi wnifjutn 9i£ X»Xa\uxfnu. Lib. iii. p. 124, 125. 

If Ol wfli? 4 Tsw KvfUu, «I fAifAypTfxbH i*irr9\ot i!<ri, w^nnU rnt ivwSwf rot 
X<*V*tk, aytw f4iT*X*^'m: wnCfAtrou Pacdig. lib. ii. cap. 8, p. 175. Ol row frrty. 
/»*T<f fAAfarmt. Strom, i. p. 59 . B. 



ment of sweet odour, are the feet of our Lord anointed. 
The apostles aro, with him, the disciples of the Spirit. And, 
we may well call them prophets (saith he), the prophets and 
apostles being both acted by one and the same Spirit.* And, 
we who have the Sa-ijUures arc taught of God, being in- 
structed by that Son of God.f He adds, that the Scriptures 
which we have believed are IK avOtvrtag auTOKparopua/c, 
established by God's authority; (Strom, iv, p. 475.) and 
that the Psalmist said, mpl Tracnjc ypa^^c t?jc *a0* w<tg, of 
our whole Scripture, Hear my law, O my people! And the 
apostle, We speak the wisdom of God among them that are 
perfect. (Strom, v. p. 557.) 

OrigenJ is most express, that the sacred book3 are not 
the writings of men, but proceed from the afflatus of the 
Holy Ghost, and came to us by the will of the Father 
through Jesus Christ; To them (saith he) that believe this, 
and adhere to the canon of the heavenly church of Jesus 
Christ, by succession from the apostles, we shall sheio the 
appearing ways, viz. of distinguishing betivixt the spirit and 
the letter. It becomes us (saith he)§ to believe, that in the 
Holy Scripture there is not one tittle void of the wisdom of 
God; for the prophets spake, receiving from his fulness; 
and there is nothing in prophecy, or the law, or the gospel, 
or the apostles, which is not from the fulness. He adds,j| 
That there is nothing unequal or distorted in the oracles of 
God, but a sweet harmony of the old Scriptures with the 
new, of the legal Scriptures with the prophetical, the evan- 
gelical with the apostolical. He adds, that,tf Wemust either 
say as the infidels do, that because they are not useful, they 
are not divinely inspired; or as the faithful do, that because 
they are profitable, they also are divinely inspired. In par- 
ticular, he places the gospels in the number of writings,** 
Iv7racraic iKK\r}<rtatg Qiov irzTTHJTEVfiivwv uvea Qrfwv, received as 
Divine by the whole church of God, and that they are otoix*"* 
Trig iricTtwg Trig k-jcXijcrtae, the principles of the churclisfaitfi. 
But it is needless to cite more passages from the fathers of 
the first three centuries, since by them they arc constantly 
styled,+f The Divine Scriptures, the oracles of God, the wis- 
dom of God, the voice of God, the Divine oracles; they say, 
that all the Scriptures arc the perfect and well- tuned organ 
of God, giving from differing sou?ids one saving voice to those 
who are willing to learn. 



* Il£0$nTa{ ykf a/ua xa* hxaiov; rove 'Aflwro'Xowc Xlya/Tif %Z at iIVoi/uit, i»j yip xal 
tsZ aurou inpywvTQf tut varrw aytov crviujuaTo;. Strom, r. p. 565. A. B. 

f ©ie$&tXT« ytt£ n/ui"f liga omc ypafXfxetTet wapi rm vlS tow 0iou iraihvSfxtni. 
Strom, i. p. 311. D. 

X AioVip -rot? wifSo/ufwtf fxh ar&pstTrocy i?mi cvyy^afAfxara Ta; !i{i? #jaXwc ( aXX' if 
r wiffvowtc Tsy aytttv mlu^taTOf, 0&u\*ifxetri rov IlaTgof rxy o\»tt >ia *t»«u Xpixroy Tavra? 
a»ayiypa<p0ai xal i!f fyua? iXuXx^lmt tA; faiTo^tfrac «*?uc vmhixriar, J^o/uI/m; tou 
xiywo? tou *l»irou X^wrou Kara haio^h rxv "AwoffToXaJf oi % aviw ixxX»)Wa(. Philocal. p. 7. 

§ n^imi yi{ tA ayta y^afxfxara wtTrtCw pnUfxtav x*£aUi i^itv wj^y fl-o^faf ©i«J f i « 
ykf tow «*X»)f«/waT0f aurou X«#oV«c ol ITfOf vrai, Xlyous-t, hi warra mtT rZy airo «rX»)gatf- 
fjtaro; f xal ev&iv i<tt1t iv ir(o$n?ua, $ vo/xv, n ihayyi>lv> t n 'AirwrSty, • ovx hrh anra 
ir\ii£x/Mnos, Philocal. p. ] 9. *0 >i8»x5f rdr i^/uoi 5i>»xi xa\ to luayylXw*. Ibid. p. 21. 

H OuJit if to?c ©<f«f Xoy£«f Iti i^rt a-noXth oJJt a-r^ayyaXixh^ ytmai U h av/x^vrta 
tut) itp^w reuTMt, vrot «raXai5» wgof xanA?, n JOfxixSf w^c w^nrma^ n rmyytXu&v *^ 
avrurtvUxaf, r> atroe*roXiXa?F »gof dw«rToXiX«f. Philocal. cap. 6. p. 30. 

1[ Ait 9-1 «-apa3i£a0 , $ai ivrt tout»v tSjv ypa*p£v t h Zn oCx ilyl BtStmv^rot t bril ovx ilrh 
&>$i\tfAot, if biroXa/xQam at o atritrroi, h wf fr^oTof iragaJif(W^at, Sri Imti iWtv i^iXi^uo*, 
Oibntvmt tWiv, cap. 12. p. 41. 

•*Co;n. in Job. p. 4,5. 

ft *0 irioTiwra; roirvr T<t7f ypa<fw(f Ta?f &iwtt;, <rtr tov Taf yga<fi«c hiuynfAOov $vtr t *, 
XMfA$avu &iou, Clem. Al. Stram. i. p. 363. D. *£* ya£ t5 tiXiw oTJli lutl n^fjtwrfjtim 
Ijyam i7wi ©I9u wara* rhv y^h, fjuav a*o$a\iZ* Ix hzfytyw ^oyym jurri^m ro7f 
fAariantf IS*Xoi/(ri «f«^y. Orig. Philocal. cap. 6. p. 31. Tide p. 23. 30. 37, 38. 43. 
Majestas SpiritQ* Saacli. Tert.de Resar. cap. 24. 
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Secondly, They add, That* both the prophets of the Old, 
and the writers of the New Testament, spake by one and 
the same Spirit, the Holy Spirit, by theprovidence of God, 
through the Divine Word, enlightening these ministers of 
truth, the prophets and the apostles. 

Thirdly, They not only read those writings from the be- 
ginning, on the Lord's day, for the instruction of the people, 
but jnade their + inferences and exhortations from them 
to all Christian duties, and very early made their comments 
on them. 

Fourthly, They proved all their { doctrines from these 
Scriptures, and thence inferred, that they retained the true 
rule of faith, because they delivered ^only what was con- 
sonant to the doctrine contained in the evangelists, and 
the epistles of the apostles, as is evident from all their 
writings. 

Fifthly, From these Scriptures of the Now Testament, 
they remonstrated against and confuted all the § heretics 
which arose in those times, declaring, That they were later 
than those apostles who delivered to them the rule of faith, 
and that they taught things contrary to, or alien from/ the 
doctrine delivered by the apostles of our Lord. 

Lastly, That the Scriptures of the New Testament were 
divinely inspired, was a truth so received by all Christians, 
that even some of the heretics durst not deny it; and they 
who did, were looked upon as infidels, says Origen, and 
others. Thus, speaking of the disciples of Theodotus Co- 
riarius, who corrupted the Scriptures, What wickedness, 
saith an ancient author, is this ? \\ For either they believe not 
the Holy Scriptures to be divinely inspired, and then they 
are infidels ; or they pretend to be wiser than the Holy 
Ghost, and then they are mad, or possessed* 

Now if persons so near the times of the apostles, that some 
of them conversed with them, some of them were themselves 
inspired with spiritual gifts, some of them were acquaint- 
ed with the immediate successors of the apostles; if the 
churches which received these writings from the very hands 
of the apostles, and kept still the original, or the authentic 
copies of them, did so unquestionably. receive them as in- 
spired writings, and own them as the rule, pillar, aad 
ground of their whole faith; if they read them together 
with those writings of the prophets, which were on all 
hands owned as the word of God ; proved from them all 



* Ou fjdrw H wfft rvv Wfi T?5f irapwUs rrwta. to mtvfjut hwmyMVlv, aXX* Sti t\ avtq 
rvyx&nr xaj air I tou tvif ©tou, t3 o/xusv xat lm\ t£t il<tyy%>iv* mirotnxt, xa) lari r£v 
'Aww*roX*f», Orig. Fhilocal. cap. 1. p. 12. *0 ffx&roff tJ fyarrityTi irviufjotri ir^oyStaQtw, 
J(* to it aft* orpof tfo 0l» Xayeu, Tstf ftoxsMve ttj; aX»&iuc; rifO^vraf xal 'Airorr&Xovs 
h, &c. p. 11. bis. 

t Ti aVojj.vrifA,anv(X&T& txv 'AanwroXaw, Jj t£ avyy^af^fXATa vw v^ofnrZf awyoacs-- 
xtreu* j7t* ffagwr&f o Jut \&yw tyy nvQtrtar xa\ vpfttXurui rnf t£v xaXwv toCtw fxifxn- 
rt*t voitiT&i. J a st. M. Apol. 2. p. 98. D. Ireaxas. M elite id Apocal. Tat i an Catena* 
E»aog. Pantaenna. Clem. Alex, in Epistolas Canon. 

% " Cjprianas librnm testiraoniorum ad Quirinnm componit ex dWinis magisteriis, 
ex Scriptnris Sanctis Vet. etN.Tesiaraenti, ex Diyina? Plenitndinis fontibus, ex noi- 
versislibroram spirituaJinm Tolnmioibns, Pncfat. etpraecepta dnminica et magisteria 
Divina exei*dera." Praefal. ad lib. tertiom. "Aliunde scilicet, loqni possnnt de 
rebns fidei nisi ex Uteris fideif Tert. Prescript, cap. 15. Iren. 1. 3. perlotum. 

§ " In tertio ex Scriptnris inferemus ostensiones— ita pleniasironm habebis a nobis 
adfersns omnes liacreticos contradictiooera." Iren. Pracf. ad librnm tertiniri, omni- 
bns Hfcresibos nnnm Oeura ostendimos. Ta? ypa^ac eXq ?rtinrrtvxafA& xvgfef qvo-&$ 
1% ai&trrtac vrarron^&r^ixi-i lff(Jti£om?, Clem, Alex. Strom, iv. £. 475. A. Tide Strom. 
▼ii. p. 783. C. p. 741. C. 

(| *H yap ov VTurrtCws-it kylf itytvftari X»Xi^9«J t£$ QtU<; yga<fwf, xaX ikfo awnr-ref, n 
iavTQve frywrr&t a-o^aTigw; tov ayUv -amujtxaTS? Itnktyxw, xaJ t\ Jrtfof n XaifxarSio-iy. 
Parr, labjr. apod Enseb. Hist. Eccl. lib. y. cap. 28. p. 198. 



the doctrines of the Christian faith ; received them as the 
perfect rule of Christian duty ; confuted all heresies and 
erroneous doctrines from them ; and represented those as 
infidels who questioned or denied their inspiration by the : 
Holy Ghost; — they doubtless must be well assured that they 
were delivered to them as such by the apostles', or the sa- 
cred penmen of them; and then, what reason can these latter 
ages have to question what was so universally acknow- 
ledged by those who lived in that very age in which those 
books were written and. sent to the churches of Christ; or 
who received them under that character from men, who in 
that very age had owned them as written by the conduct 
and assistance of the Spirit of God? 

§. IX. Having thus established the Divine authority of 
these sacred records of the Christian faith, I should pro- 
ceed to shew, 

1. The truth and certainty of the Christian faith. 

2. The seasonableness and the necessity of that revela- 
tion. Upon which two heads I have gathered so many ob- 
servations as cannot be comprised in a preface, and my 
eyes failing, I cannot promise that I shall ever perfectthat 
great work. I therefore shall at present only mention some 
few peculiarities concerning the Lord Jesus, and the doc- 
trine taught by him, and propagated through the world by 
his disciples, which may conduce to tho establishment of 
the truth of tho Christian faith. And, 

First, It may deserve to be considered, that if a Messiah 
were to come when our Lord did, he could be no other 
than our Jesus; for even the Jews pretend not that any 
other, who assumed that title, was the Messiah promised 
to them. 

Now that a Messiah was, according to the prophecies of 
the Old Testament/to come about that time, we learn from 
the raised expectation of him, not only in the whole Jewish 
nation, but also through all those eastern nations among 
whom they were dispersed ; for they were then expecting 
that the kingdom of God should immediately appear; 
(Luke xix. 11.) they were looking for the consolation of Is- 
rael. (Luke ii. '38.) Their own Josephus* -doth confess 
there was a prophecy found in their Scriptures, wg tear 
iKtXvov Kdtpbv, that about that time one of their country should 
reign over the earth, and that this animated them, npbv 
7roXc/zov, to enter upon tho war against the Romans ; arid 
that^t* 7ToXXouc (5am\tiav 6 Katpbg avbretOe, the time persuaded 
many to take upon them .the title of king: and as their 
Messiah is by the* prophet Haggai styled, the Desire of all 
nations, ii.7. so we find the wise men of the east, at the birth 
of our Jesus, coming to inquire, Wliere is he that is born 
king of the Jews? (Matt. ii. 2.) For, as Suetonius % doth 
inform us, a constant and an old opinion had obtained^ that 
about that time, " Judoca profecti rerum potirentur," that 
some from Judea should obtain the government. It was, 
saith Tacitus,§ another Roman historian, a persuasion 
which had obtained among many, that this thing was con- 
tained " antiquis sacerdotum Uteris/' in the ancient writ' 
ings of the priests. And this opinion was so rooted in the 
Jewish nation, viz. that their Messiah was to come about 
that time, that when they rejected our Jesus, they fell into 
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one of thcso two opinions, cither that their Messiah v\as 
then conic, and lay concealed, according to the words of 
the Targum on Micnh iv. 8.* or, that the time of his 
coming was deferred by reason of their sins ; both which 
opinions arc hinted by Trypho,f in his Dialogue with 
Justin Martyr, declaring, that " cither Messiah was not 
yet born, or at least it was not known where he was." This 
therefore is the first thing peculiar to our Jesus ; 

That no other pretended prophet ever canic nt a time 
when there was such a general expectation, arising from a 
long succession of pretended prophecies both nmong Jews 
and gentiles, that such a prophet was then to come into the 
world. 

Secondly, Consider, that whoever came into the world 
ns a Messiah, must come as the Messiah of the Jews, be- 
cause no other nation did expect or pretend to the promise 
of a Messiah. Moreover, whoever came as tho Messiah 
of the Jews, must at the least pretend to answer the cha- 
racters of their Messiah, plainly delivered by tho prophets 
of the Jews in their authentic records; because, they being 
by the Jews received as Divine oracles, they conld admit 
no person as their promised Messiah, who answered not 
those characters. 

Thirdly, No man of reason, besides the true Messiah, 
would have pretended to have answered these characters, 
or could have long supported that pretence, they being such 
as required he should open (he eyes of the blind, unstop the 
ears of the deaf; that he should make the lame man leap as 
the hart, and the tongue of the dumb to sing: (Isa. xlii. 7. 
Iv. 5, G.) and yet that he should be despised and rejected, 
(Isa. liii. 3.) should pour out his soul unto death, and be 
numbered with the transgressors: (ver. 12.) that after this he 
should riso again ; for his life was not to be left in the grave, 
nor was his body to see corruption : (Psal. xli. 10.) and then 
he was to erect an everlasting kingdom, so that the heathen 
shouldbe given to him for his inheritance, and theutmost parts 
of the earth for his possession: (Psal. ii.8. xxii. 27.) he 
was to famish all the gods of the earth, so that all the isles 
of the heathen should ivorship the true God; (Zeph. ii. 11.) 
and from the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, 
his name should be great among the gentiles; (Mai. i. 11.) 
and that a kingdom, and dominion, and glory, should be given 
to him, so that all people, and nations, and languages, should 
serve him : (Dan. vii. 14.) so that if Christ were not an ideot, 
be must be the Messiah promised to the Jews. 

Fourthly, No man besides the true Messiah, were he ever 
so willing, could have answered those characters which the 
Scriptures of the New Testament have represented as the 
characters of the Messiah delivered in the Old Testament; 
for he was, say these writers of his life, to be born of a pure 
virgin, (Matt. i. 22, 23.) of the seed of David, and in the 
tonm ofBcth-lehem; (John vii. 42.) he was to be betrayed by 
one that did eat bread xcith him, (John xiii. 18.) and to be 
delivered up to the chief priests, and elders, and scribes, 
and by them to be condemned, and given up to the gentiles; 
ho was to bo mocked, scourged, spit upon, buffeted, and 
crucified by them; (Mark x. 33, 31. Luke xviii. 31— 33.) 
to have his hands, feet, and heart, pierced ; (John xix. 37.) 
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to rise again the third day; (Luke xxiv. 4G.) to ascend into 
heaven ; (ver. 26.) to draw all mc/> after him; (John xii . 32.) 
to cast the devil out of his kingdom; (ver. 31. xvi. 11.) to 
baptize them, who believed in t him, with the Holy Ghost; 
(Matt. iii. 11. Acts i. 5.) and to erect his own kingdom by 
the preaching of the gospel through the then known world. 
(Matt. xxiv. 14. xxvi. 13.) Here then are these things pe- 
culiar to the holy Jesus : 

First, That it was never foretold by any prophet of tho 
Jews, or by any pretended prophet of the gentiles, that 
such a man should be born at such a time, in such a city, 
who should do great miracles, and yet should be despised, 
and rejected, condemned, and die as a deceiver, by the 
means of those very persons to whom he came, and among 
whom he did his miracles ; and who should after three days 
rise again, and then be owned as the Lord and Saviour of 
the world through all the earth. 

Secondly, Much less was it ever known that any one, pre- 
tending to be a prophet, laid the foundation of the truth of 
bis pretensions upon his being despised and rejected, and 
even crucified as a deceiver by them to whom he was sent, 
and among whom he performed all his miracles, and upon 
what should be done by others athis death, as to the man- 
ner and the particular circumstances of it, and upon what 
should not be done to him when dead, though it were 
usually done to others dying as he did ; and, — • 

Thirdly, Upon what he would do after his resurrection, 
not by himself, but by the preaching of others in his name, 
to draw those very people to an acknowledgment of him, 
and make himself to be adored and owned as their Lord and 
Saviour throughout all nations. Maimonides,* I confess, 
informs us of one who appeared in Arabia in the twelfth 
century, pretending to be the forerunner of the Messiah, 
and upon that account to act by a Divine commission, of 
whom the king of Arabia, demanding a sign or a miracle in 
proof of his commission, he answered, " Cut off my head, 
and I will rise again, and live, as before;" this the king did, 
and the imposture ended with his life, no man pretending 
that he ever rose again; whereas the resurrection of onr 
Jesus was not attested only by the twelve apostles, by five 
hundred witnesses, by St. Paul, a bitter enemy of the Christ- 
ian faith, converted to it by the appearance of 'this Jesus 
to him; but the truth of it was presently believed by many 
thousand Jews who lived upon the place, where they had 
seen him crucified, and many myriads of gentiles, who gave 
so firm a credit to it, that they confirmed it with the loss of 
life and all the comforts of it. 

Fourthly, As for the characters of the Messiah delivered 
in the gospels, and the great works he promised that his 
disciples should perform, it seemcth necessary to suppose 
that almost all these things were done before they were in- 
dited. For the tradition of the church runs thus, — that St. 
Matthew wrote his gospel eight, St. Mark ten, St. Luke 
fifteen, St. John thirty-two years after our Lord's ascension: 
and therefore, had not the things contained in these writings 
being performed before, they must have ministered to all 
! considering persons a strong objection against the truth of 
what they saw recorded in them. For instance, had not the 
apostles been fdled ivith the Holy Ghost before, they could 
not have begun their testimony, the Lord having engaged 
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that they should be endued with power from on high, riot 
many days after his own ascension, and commanded them 
to stay at Jerusalem tilt this tuas accomplished. Had not 
believers, which then were very numerous, been both en- 
abled and accustomed to cast out devils, heal diseases, 
and to speak with tongues, it would have been natural to 
inquire why the Lord's promise was not made good to them. 
There could have been no truth in all the acts of the apo- 
stles, had they not been before enabled to do the greatest 
wonders, even such as had not been performed by our 
Lord ; viz. the conversion of thousands by one sermon, the 
giving of the IToly Ghost by imposition of hands, the heal- 
ing diseases by their shadow, and by clothes sent from 
them. But yet let these things be as false as any infidel 
can imagine, since they are all recorded of our Jesus by 
his own witnesses, and are contained in those histories, 
which they delivered to the world as the true records of his 
words and actions, they must stand bound to make them 
good, and persuade all.' believers they were certain truths, 
or be convinced from their own words that their Jesus 
failed of what he promised and foretold, and therefore was 
not a true prophet 

Now peruse the records of all nations, and shew me one 
impostor who ever did pretend that such things should be 
done by his disciples after his death: or what disciples of 
the most subtle cheat ever obliged themselves by such ex- 
periments to testify the truth of what their master did pre- 
tend to? And if never any impostor in his wits, or, if not 
one abettor of them, ever pretended to such things, we have 
great reason to believe this Jesus and his followers were 
no impostors. Should any one have said, when Christ was 
nailed to the cross, that many thousands of his bloody mur- 
derers should in a few days become his converts, and ven- 
ture all their present and eternal interests upon the truth 
of his pretended resurrection; should they have said that 
throughout all the Roman ,empire he should be owned as 
that King to whom all power both in heaven and earth ivas 
given, and as that Jesus who alone could give salvation; 
should they have added that all this should be done in spite 
of all the powers of wit and policy, of eloquence and of the 
sword, the interests and lusts, the superstitions and corrupt 
opinions, and the reputed wisdom of mankind, by a few 
mean unskilful men, who were the hatred and derision of tho 
place they lived in," because God would bear witness to their 
doctrines by mighty signs and wonders, and distributions of 
the Holy Ghost ; I say, should a thing seeming so extrava- 
gant have been then vented, it would surely have passed 
for an idle brain-sick dream, as little to be heeded as that 
twelve cripples should besiege, storm, plunder, and destroy, 
the strongest and best-peopled city. And yet the apostles 
in- effect not only said much more, but so confirmed their 
sayings, as that the records in which they were contained 
have ever since obtained as the faith of Christians, and been 
the rule of their whole lives. 

§. X. Let us pass on to the consideration of the miracles 
performed by the holy Jesus. Now they are represented 
in these records; 

First, As exceeding many, even so many that the chief 
priests and pharisees, who bore the greatest disaffection to 
him, are forced to confess, this man doth many miracles, 
insomuch that if we let him alone all men will believe on hkti\ 
(John xi. 47, 48.) and the multitude cry out, IVlien Christ 
vol. v. 



cometh, will he do more miracles than this man hath done? 
(John vii. 31. see note on John xxi. 25.) 

Secondly, His miracles, as they were very many, so were 
they also very great and powerful, and so assuredly per- 
formed by the finger of God ; e/ven Herod styles them mighty 
works. (Mark vi. 14,) Nicodemus, when he had only begun 
to do them, acknowledges that no man could do such works 
as he did, except God were with him. (Johniii. 2.) And he 
himself saith, If I had not done among the Jews those works 
which never man did, they had not had sin. (John xv. 24.) * 
Thirdly, The apostles do with great confidence avow to 
Jew and gentile, that this Jesus bad done great wonders to 
confirm his doctrine, and that this was a thing well known 
to them, and by these sayings they converted those thkt 
heard them : thus in that sermon of St. Peter's, which added 
to the church three thousand souls, Jesus of Nazareth is 
said to have been a man approved among them by miracles', 
wonders, and signs, which God did by him in the midst of 
them; for which he presently appeals to their own con- 
sciences, saying, 77*25 ye yourselves know. (Acts ii, 24.) 
And the same apostle appealeth in like manner to the know- 
ledge of this by the centurion and his friends, saying,' Ye 
know the thing done throughout all'Judea; how Jesus being 
anointed with the Holy Ghost and with power, went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; 
for God was with him. (Acts x. 37, 38.) Now here these 
things may be observed ; 

First, That these records, contained in the first three gos- 
pels, being writ, saith tradition, within fifteen years after 
our Lord's ascension, or at the least before that destruction 
of Jerusalem, of which they all speak as future, and before 
which it is probable they died ; many of those nine thousand 
t who were miraculously fed with a few loaves and two little 
fishes, and many who were healed in every city where Christ 
and his disciples came, must be surviving witnesses of the 
truth or falsehood of these writings. 

Secondly, That notwithstanding this, wc find not one 
thing delivered by them, as done by Christ or his apostles; 
either among Jew or gentile, which they ever proved, or 
even declared, to be false ; wc find indeed in these records 
the pharisees declaring that he cast out devils by Beelzebub, 
(Matt. ix. 34. xii. 24.) and saying in their own writings, 
that* "By virtue of the name Shem TIamephoritsh, which 
he stole out of the temple, he raised the dead, and walked 
upon the waters, and cured the lame, and cleansed the' 
lepers." The wiser heathens, Cclsus, Porphyry, Hieroclcs, 
and Julian, confessed that our Lord did miracles, that he 
healed the blind and the lame, and cast out devils ; but then 
they add, that he did these things " by that art of magic, 
which he had learnt from the Egyptians, and by some names 
of powerful angels he had learnt in Egypt," and the same 
they affirmed of his disciples: The CJiristians (saiihCcUwsf) 
seem to prevail, Scujuovwv rlvow ovofiam, koi KaTcacXiiaeai, by 
virtue of the name and invocation of some demons. ' And 
because St. Paul was more especially enabled by mighty 
signs and wonders and gifts of the Holy Ghost to make the 
gentiles obedient in word and deed; (Rom..xv. '18, ID.) 
Julian^ says Of him, that he did vntpfiaXXuv iravrac iravra^pv 
tovc 7rt57roT6 yoTjracj *<& aTTaTzu)v<\$, exceed every toay all the 
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cheats and jugglers which ever tvere. AVhich by the way 
demonstrates, that neither the malicious Jew nor subtle 
heathen was over able to confute tho facts contained in the 
gospels or the Acts; for had they been able to have shewn 
the falsehood of thera in one point, they would have had no 
causo to fly unto this artifice, it being: sufficient for their 
purpose to liavo shewed tho falsehood of any thing delivered 
in theso records of the* Christian faith; whereas they only 
did pretend to balance tho miracles of Christ and his apo- 
stles, and tho cures performed by them (as Pharaoh did the 
miracles of Moses), by opposing to them the miracles done 
by Pythagoras and Apollonius ; and tho cures done by their 
gods nnd the heathen exorcists. Now here consider, 

First, That Christ not only did these miracles himself; 
but whilst ho was with thera he sent out first the twelve, 
and after them the seventy disciples, to heat all ?nanner of 
diseases, and cast out devils in his name. (Matt. x. Luke x.) 
Secondly, He engaged his truth, that, after his departure 
from them, his apostles should do greater tvorks than these, 
because he went unto the Father. (John xiv. 12.) 

Thirdly, He promised, that these signs should follow them 
that believed, in his name they should cast out devils, heal 
diseases, and speak with neiu tongues. (Mark xvi. 17, 18.) 

In answer to what the heathens offer to invalidate the 
strength of this argument, 

1. It is confessed that both Jews and heathens pretended 
to the power of casting out devils, as truly as the Christ- 
ians did, and both had their exorcists for that very pur- 
pose; but thenwe find not one of them who ever promised, 
or pretended, that those who would believe in them, should 
do this in their name, as did our Jesus ; not one who ever 
attempted to silence them at their oracles, and expel them 
from their temples, and force them to confess, before those 
very men who worshipped them as gods, that they were 
but devils ; and yet from Thcophilus to Eusebius, i. e. 
from the second to the fourth century, the Christians tri- 
umph in .this argument^ and promise, upon pain of death, 
to extort this confession from them, and speak of it as a 
thing known even to the very heathens, " ha3c omnia scinnt 
plcrique, pars vestrum, ipsos da3monas de seipsis confi- 
tcri/' that the devils are forced by us thus to confess what 
they are, must know, and even some of you, saith Minutius ; 
" crcdite illis quum venim de sc loquuntur, qui mentien- 
tibus crcditis," you, who believe their lies, believe them % 
speaking thus the truth against themselves, saith Tcrtullian. 
2. It is confessed that many heathens did plead, in an- 
swer to the Christians triumphing in the gift of healing con- 
ferred upon the meanest Christians by their Lord, that their 
gods also did, " multorum hominum morbos, valetudines- 
quc sanarc," heal the diseases of many, but never any sent 
their disciples, as our Jesus did his apostles, and after- 
ward the seventy disciples by two and two, through all 
the cities of Judca, or any other country, to cure all dis- 
eases in his name, as it is recorded in St. Luke's gospel, 
wrote within fifteen years after the thing was done, and so 
whilst myriads of Jews were living to testify the truth or 
falsehood of Uiis thing ; yea, many who had actually been 
healed by them. Never did any promise, as our Saviour 
did, that they who would believe in him should do the 
same, and that his own apostles should do greater tvorks 
than he. Never did any enable others to bestow this gift 
upon believers by imposition of their hands, or by baptizing 



thera la his all-powerful name, as the apostles did. This 
then is such an eminent demonstration of the truth of 
Christian faith as hath no parallel. 

3. It is confessed that many of the heathen magi pre- 
tended to work many miracles. And hence Pythagoras, 
by Porphyry and Jamblichus; Apollonius Tyanoeus, by 
Ilicroclcs, and Apulcius,and others, are compared to our 
Jesus; but then, 

First, All their pretended miracles were done to none, 
or evil purposes, as being done to establish the barbarous, 
obscene, and foolish rites of heathen superstition, which 
was the grand design of Apollonius, and also of Pythago- 
ras, who taught all men, saith Jamblichus, to fiivuv lv roig 
Ttarpwoiq Wtvi Kai voixlfiotc, to continue in the rites and cus- 
toms of their country; and this we learn from his Golden 
Verses : and consequently it is certain that a holy God 
could never countenance what was so opposite both to his 
nature and his honour; but it was the concernment of the 
devil thus to endeavour to confirm that brutish and idola- 
trous worship by which his kingdom was upheld and pro- 
pagated, and to oppose the prevalence of the Christian 
faith: whereas the miracles of Christ aqd his apostles were 
all salutary and highly beneficial, and were designed to 
advance the knowledge of the true God upon the ruins of 
idolatry, to turn men from Satan to God; to teach them to 
excel in purity and virtue, in piety to God, in truth and 
justice, charity and mercy, towards others, and so was 
worthy of the concernment of a pure and holy God, as be- 
ing the most lively transcript of his own perfections. 

Secondly, All the great things ascribed to these persons 
have suddenly been blasted, and they like comets have 
blazed for awhile to the amazement of the world, and pre- 
sently have set in darkness ; which is a pregnant evidence 
that they derived from the prince of darkness, and only 
feigned a commission from that King of heaven, who neither 
wanteth power nor wisdom to accomplish his designs; 
whilst Christianity was like the rising sun, which shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day. St. Paul informs the 
church of Rome and Colosse, that in the space of thirty years 
the gospel had been preached throughout the world, and 
brought forth fruit in every nation, on which account it 
quickly did obtain the name of fj Kparovaa St$axv> or the 
prevailing doctrine, as Porphyry and Julian do confess. 
Now surely to abolish all idolatry, to reform the vices of 
the world, and to enable a few illiterate persons by mighty 
signs and wonders, by admirable gifts and dispensations 
of the Holy Ghost, to subdue the world to the belief of the 
whole Christian faith, and to the worship of a man, con- 
demned by his own nation as a false prophet, and a male- 
factor, as the God and Saviour of the world, must be a vain 
attempt, though managed by the most subtle and improved 
impostor. But, 

Thirdly, None of these persons ever pretended to trans- 
mit this power, which they vaunted of, to any other person, 
as our Saviour did ; or to leave behind them those who, 
by like actions, should attest the truth of what they did de- 
liver in his name, or suffer for the cause they owned. The 
demon in the statue of Apollonius did for a little while, 
by uttering oracles, persuade men to worship Apollonius 
as a god ; but the same author * adds, that God avTov rbv 
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dalfiova tylfiaxte, Karapyvvag avrov rag fiavrtlag, struck dumb 
this demon, making void or abolishing Ms oracles ; whereas 
this power was not only imparted by our Lord to his apo- 
stles, and promised to those who should believe in him, 
but also was, by the imposition of the hands of these apo- 
stles, or by their baptism in the name of Jesus, conferred 
upon them, and promised to them ; as in those words of 
Peter, Repent, and be baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, a7td ye shall receive the Holy Ghost. And hence Arno- 
bius, having summed up the miracles our Jesus did, adds, 
That he not only did them by his power, but, which was 
more sublime, " multis aliis facere sui nominis cum adjec- 
tione permisit," empowered many others to do them in his 
name: nor did he any of those miracles which raised asto- 
nishment in others, which he enabled not his little ones, and 
£ven rustics to perform. And then he triumphs over the 
heathens thus, What say you, O ye stiff' and incredulous 
minds, " alicuinc mortalium Jupiter illeCapilolinus hujus- 
modipotestatcm dedit?" did ever that Jupiter whom the Ro- 
mans worship in the Capitolgive the like power to any mortall . 
and then most rationally concludes, that to transfer this 
miractdous power to a man, and give authority and strength 
to a creature, to do that which by their power alone can.be 
done," super omnia sitae estpotestatis/' is an evidence of one 
whose power presideth over all things, and who hath all the 
creatures at his beck. 

And, lastly, To the pretence that Christ and his apostles 
did all their miracles by magic arts; I will not answer as 
Origen doth to Celsus, that all who ever did converse with 
Christians know this to be a lie, not any of them finding 
that they ever used, but that;thcy constantly abhorred, these 
arts ; nor yet inquire with Arnobius, u potestis aliquem 
nobis demonstrare, ex omnibus illis magis qui unquara 
fucrc per secula, consimile aliquid Christo millcsima ex 
parte qui feceritT Nor will I represent it as an absurdity, 
to think our Lord could learn these arts in Egypt, when he 
was but two years old: nor will I ask, whether these Christ- 
ians were assisted in these arts by good or evil spirits, it 
being as improbable that evil spirits should promote Christ- 
ianity to the destruction of their kingdom, as that good 
angels should promote a lie, or countenance a wicked 
cheat: I only ask, how came these Christians to convert 
the Egyptians, and even those magi from whom they are 
supposed to have learnt these arts? 2. Seeing the art of 
magic was then at the height in Ephesus, Samaria, Judea, 
and through the heathen world, by what means came those 
Christians, who by the heathens' were still called idiots 
and mechanics, to be so dexterous in these infernal arts, 
that all the skill and learning of the world could neither 
equal nor detect their subtilty? Seeing the Jews swarmed 
both in Ephcsus and Egypt, why did none of them ever 
attain to the like skill; how is it that none of the Egyptian 
sorcerers did ever contend with Christ or his apostles, as 
they did of old with Moses, or manifest these sleights to the 
deceived world, with which they were so well acquainted? 
Howis it that those many who did desert the Christian faith, , 
did never once confess their skill in magic, or discover 
one book, or one instruction they had learned from Christ 
or his apostles, to produce such wonderful effects? Lastly, 
the apostles and first Christians could not be deceivers, 
but others who did embrace, and successively promote and 
spread their doctrine, must know that they were so, and be 



instructed in the same arts of falsehood by them, for they 
could never propagate their cheats without great falsehood 
and hypocrisy, nor prevail on any that were not willing to 
be their confederates, and learn their artifices for the im- 
posing of this faith on others. Now how incredible is it 
that so many myriads, throughout three ages in which these 
miracles were done, should all conspire in an unprofitable 
and known lie, from whence they did and could reap no- 
thing but loss and poverty, persecutions, imprisonments, 
and death, and not one single person be induced to divulge • 
the cheat, let any reasonable person judge ; especially if we 
consider, that the only motives which Christianity did offer 
to engage men to perseverance in that faith, were the inward 
consolations of the Holy Spirit, and a future recompense ; 
neither of which could belong to, or reasonably be expected 
by, men, who knew themselves promoters of a vile perni- 
cious lie. 

Hence, therefore, we may argue thus ; they who neither 
had, nor could have, any motive to believe, continue in, > 
promote, or suffer for the Christian faith, besides the inward 
consolations of the Holy Ghost, and the expectations of 
the blessings promised in the life to come, cannot reason- 
ably be supposed to be wilful cheats : the reason is, because 
the Spirit of God could not give any inward consolations to 
those who were promoting a notorious falsehood by infer- 
nal arts ; nor was it possible that they who knew they used 
these arts, should expect on that account to be for ever 
happy in the enjoyment of that holy God, who toveth truth 
in the inward parts, or to be raised by him to an inheritance 
undcfiled. Seeing then even the light of nature and reason 
of mankind assure us, that not one of, much less all, those 
myriads which believed Christianity, could do it without 
any motive; since the light of Scripture doth assure us 
they could then have no other motive to believe, than those 
of the internal consolations of the Holy Spirit at present, 
and the hopes of a blessed resurrection to eternal life ; see- 
ing, thirdly, the attributes of God and the nature of the 
Holy Ghost assure us, that they who propagated an im- 
posture by magic and infernal arts, or by delusions, should 
never have these inward consolations of the Holy Ghost, 
or expectations of eternal happiness, as the reward of their 
impostures or delusions, it is impossible they should be 
cheats. 

In fine, the wonders which accompanied our Saviour's 
death, were as remarkable and glorious as were the actions 
of his life: for when the traitor Judas came to apprehend 
him, he did but say unto them, I am Jesus, and straight- 
way both the traitor, and all that did attend him, were 
stricken down to the ground; (John xviii. 6.) and when Peter 
had stricken off the ear of Malchus, he healed it with a 
touch: (Luke xxii. 51.) even when he hung upon the cross, 
and when he had given up his spirit, the heavens were over- 
spread with darkness at noon-day, which is a thing ob- 
served by the very heathens, and from their records handed 
down to us; the earth quaked, the rocks split, the veil of 
the temple was rent, the graves were opened, .and many 
that were dead arose, and came into the city, and appeared 
to many. (Matt, xxvii. 51 — 53.) Now we read nothing of 
this nature concerning cither Pythagoras, or Apollonius, 
though Philostratus tells us, that Apollonius died not, but 
was translated into heaven. 

§. XI. Again, as our Lord frequently foretold, that being 
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dead, after three days ho would rise again, so liavo wc cer- 
tain demonstration that he arose accordingly, from the 
consideration of the persons engnged to attest it, nnd tho 
absurdity of thinking they should nil conspiro to attest a 
lie: for, 

1. Tho dead body of our Lord could not continue in the 
gravo after thrco days; for had it visibly lain dead there 
after that time, this had been sufficient to havo proved our 
Saviour n false prophet, because ho promised so oft that 
he would rise again the third day; (Luke xxiv. 46. Acts x. 
40. 1 Con xv. 3.) yet if our Lord was not then risen from the 
dead, his body must continue there, or bo conveyed thence 
by somebody. 

2. It is not reasonable to believe that persons uncon- 
cerned for this Jesus, or who believed not well of him, 
should remove his body thence, since no man can imagine 
why they should attempt it, or what motive they could 
have to do it; and therefore this never was pretended or 
affirmed by Jew or gentile. Moreover, cither they did tins 
without acquainting Christ's disciples of their enterprise; 
and then how easy was it for them, by producing the dead 
body, to confute the testimony of his disciples, and how 
unlikely was it that these disciples would have begun to 
testify a thing which might, for any thing they could know 
to the contrary, be presently confuted by producing that 
very body they said was risen from the dead ? or, se- 
condly, they acquainted Christ's disciples with the fact, 
became confederates with them, and engaged to conceal 
the body ; and then, upon the strength of this confederacy 
and promise must depend all the hopes which Christ's dis- 
ciples had, that they should be successful in this testimony, 
and not bo proved cheats by ocular demonstration. Now 
is it reasonable to conceive that in this matter they should 
trust to the fidelity of those men, who, in this very business, 
in which their silence could alone befriend them, were the 
worst of cheats ? It is, lastly, more incredible, that persons 
of this temper should still go on to stifle and conceal the" 
matter, and not be tempted by the pleasure of the thing, 
the service they might do to their religion, tho hopes of a 
considerable reward, or by the hatred of a cheat so gross 
and palpable, to manifest the shame and infamy of those 
who forged it. ' Or, 

3. His dead body within that time must be conveyed 
from the sepulchre by Christ's disciples, as the Jews said 
it was. Now against this vain pretension of the Jews we 
have the strongest evidence imaginable, the evangelists 
and sacred writers having so contrived this testimony, that 
it was incredible they should attempt, and, in the nature of 
the thing, impossible they should effect it, had it been a 
lie, or a contrivance of those men, who had their Lord's 
dead body in their hands. 

For, first, The testimony they delivered was this, That 
the same Jesus whom (he Jews had crucified as a false pro- 
phet, was declared to be the Son of God by the resurrection 
of his body from the dead. Now it hath been shewn, note 
on 1 Cor. xv. 35. that the resurrection of the dead was by 
the gentiles deemed n thing incredible. TJic resurrection 
of that very person whom the Jews had 'so lately con- 
demned, and crucified as an impostor, was that which they 
of all men would be most unwilling to believe, seeing it was 
a testimony, which not only did acquit this Jesus from all 
the calumnies and false aspersions of the Jews, but also 



pronounced their greatest rabbi's an evil brood of hypo- 
crites, fools, and blind serpents, iind vipers, a wicked and 
adulterous generation, a devilish, damned crew, nay, their 
whole nation guilty of the most horrid crimo that could be 
charged upon man, even the murder of the Lord of life, 
and which assured them there was no salvation to be hoped 
for but from that very person whom they had taken, and by 
tvicked hands had crucified and slain, and that all power 
both in heaven and earth tvas given to him: and therefore it 
was not to be expected it should gain credit among Jews, 
or gentiles, unless it was confirmed by the greatest miracles. 

Secondly, As our Lord often told, not only his disciples, 
but tho Jews also, that he would shortly return to his Fa- 
ther; that he should ascend up where he was before, (John vi. 
G2.) and go to him that sent him; (John vii. 33, 34.) that 
within awhile, they should see the Son of man sitting on 
the right hand of Power, (Matt, xxvi.64.) and that he would 
come m the glory of his Father, and reward every man «c- 
cording to his works: so doth this testimony declare, that 
he was now exalted to the right hand of God, and that 
God had made him Lord of all things; (Acts ii. 3G.) that ho 
had exalted him to be a Prince and a Saviour, (Acts v. 31.) 
nor was salvation to be expected by any other; (Acts iv.12.) 
and, lastly, that by his resurrection he had demonstrated, 
that he was to be the judge of the quick and the dead. (Acts 
xvii. 31.) Now it seemed foolishness both to Jew and gen- 
tile, that such a one, who seemed to them to be without all 
form or comeliness, all outward splendour or grandeur, one 
branded for a rebel and impostor by his own nation, and 
as such condemned by so great a power, should be de- 
clared to be tho Son of God, tho Lord of all things, the 
author of salvation to all men, the sovereign object of their 
adoration. And, * 

Thirdly, As an immediate consequence of this, it was a 
testimony which never could be owned in any part of the 
whole heathen world, but they must thereupon renounce all 
the religion established among them by law and custom, 
discard the gods, wirich they and their forefathers had so 
long worshipped, as devils and dumb idols, and own the 
God of Israel as the only true God, submit to those doc- 
trines of the holy Jesus, which required them so entirely 
to renounce their sinful pleasures, which were so grateful 
to the flesh, and those vices which they had so long in- 
dulged, and henceforth live a life of highest purity and se- 
paration from the pleasures and enjoyments of this world, 
to be employed in acts of self-denial and mortification, in 
taking up the cross, and suffering patiently the 4 worst of 
temporal evils, only in hopes of future blessings from a 
crucified Jesus, and a reward to be conferred upon them 
by him, after a more incredible resurrection of their bodies 
from the grave. Now it is certain from reason and expe- 
rience, that a new doctrine, which stands obnoxious to a 
great many prejudices both of the judgment and affections, 
and which contains many things that seem to render it in-> 
credible to the one, and many more which render it un- 
pleasant to tho other, is most unlikely to prevail upon the 
world, in opposition to all other doctrines. (2.) That men 
are not easily induced to reject those principles which 
they received from their education, but still arc backward 
to admit new faith, to confess their errors, and condemn 
themselves, and pass hard sentences upon the state of their 
beloved friends, relations, and ancestors. (3.) That men 
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are naturally wedded to their lusts, and bear a passionate 
affection -to the pleasures and enjoyments of the world; 
and therefore, that which suddenly prevails upon them to 
renounce them all, must be of greater power, and of more 
prevailing efficacy, than the temptations of the world. (4.) 
That it is not easy to prevail upon the world to quit a pre- 
sent and important interest, only in hopes of future good, 
or to expose themselves to the worst of sufferings in con- 
firmation and pursuance of those hopes, without the most 
concluding grounds of hope, much less in contradiction to 
them. (5.) That men of the lowest birth and education, 
and such as wire great sufferers both in their reputation 
and their persons, were men unlikely to prevail upon per- 
sons of all sorts and conditions whatsoever, to quit their 
religion, and their habitual lusts, their worldly interests, 
and their alluring pleasures, and their espoused tenets; 
much more their lives and dearest relatives, and to expose 
themselves to those evils which are most contrary to the 
desires of human nature, and to the designs of mere natu- 
ral men. 

Again, They tell us, they were sent to preach this testi- 
mony to all nations, and to baptize them into the faith thus 
preached, to publish it to the Jews, Samaritans, and to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. (Actsi. 8.) Now, could they 
convert great numbers of all nations from darkness unto 
light; persuade them to discard their own religion they had 
so long embraced; quit all the worship and the rites they 
had received from their forefathers; renounce all the evil 
customs and manners they had so long indulged in ; only 
to worship and expect salvation by one condemned by his 
own nation, where his pretended miracles were wrought, as 
a false prophet and a vile impostor? They were to turn 
them from the power of Satan unto God, and therefore, were 
to destroy that strong man armed, to overthrow his king- 
dom, to stop the mouth of his oracles, destroy his temples 
and his worship, to cast out devils where they came, and 
make his kingdom fall like lightning: now could they con- 
vert those nations, whose languages they understood not, 
without the gift of tongues ; which, if they wanted, they 
must stand mute among them, without one word to say in 
' propagation of this testimony? How could they work so 
great a change upon them, or prevail with them to suffer 
so much, as their converts by their own confession were' 
obliged to do, for the sake of this their testimony, without 
the greatest evidence, that what they told them was a cer- 
tain truth? and how could they afford this evidence to any, 
without a confluence of miracles to confirm their sayings? 
Hence, 

Fourthly, They so often tell us, that their Lord promised 
to enable them, in confirmation of this testimony, to work 
greater miracles than he himself had done, (John xiv. 12.) 
and that they who believed this testimony should be enabled 
to heal the sick, to cast out devils, and speak with new 
tongues; that for the propagation of this testimony, he 
tvould give them a mouth and wisdom, which all their adver-. 
saries should not be able to gainsay, that they should have 
no need when they were before princes and rulers on the 
account of this testimony to premeditate; because the 
lloly Ghost would teach them in that hour what to say: 
(Luke xii. 12. xxi. 15.) that he promised that they should 
be enabled for this work by the power of the Holy Ghost 
descending on them, and convincing the world of their sin, 



who believed not in him, and of his righteousness, because he 
went unto the Father ; and of a future judgment, because the 
prince of the world should by them be condemned, and cast 
out of his kingdom. (John xvi. 8 — 11.) They introduced, 
him, praying to his Father, that they might thus be assisted 
by this IJoly Spirit, that the world might believe that he had 
senthim, (see the note on Johnxvii.21 — 23.) and promising 
the Holy Ghost to them that would believe in him. (John 
vii. 37 — 39.) Whence it must necessarily follow from their' 
own words, that they must have received this miraculous 
assistance, and these distributions of the Holy Ghost, for 
confirmation of this testimony ; or else that Jesus, whose 
resurrection they proclaimed, must be a false prophet, 
i Hence it is evident beyond all contradiction ; 

First, That a power of doing mighty miracles, and of 
exercising and distributing the gifts of the Holy Ghost to' 
believers, was absolutely necessary, in places where they 
came, for confirmation of this testimony, and planting any 
Christian church in any nation ; it being* absolutely neces- 
sary, to make this testimony effectual, that both the apo- 
stles, who gave in this testimony, and they who did believe 
it, should be assisted by the power of miracles, and be en- 
dowed with the miraculous gifts and distributions of the 
Holy Ghost; and yet, 

Secondly, It is as certain, that if this Jesus was not risen,* 
or, being risen, had failed in all his promises of such miracu-* * 
lous assistance, that his disciples could have no motive to 
begin this testimony, or never could be able thus to confirm 
what they affirmed. 

1. They could have thenno motive to begin this testi-- 
mony ; for if he were not risen, or if he had failed in all 
these promises, they must conclude him an impostor; and" 
then what motives could they have to publish him the Sa-' 
viour of the world, who, after he had called them to leave 
all, and follow him, and made such ample promises urito 
them of judging the twelve tribes qf Israel, (Matt. xix. 28.) 
left them so sadly in the lurch, exposed to shame and in- 
famy ? How could they hope by mighty signs and wonders; 
by gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, great and numerous, 
to "give in evidence to his resurrection (as they confidently' 
pretended they were empowered to do), hiad he been still' 
reserved under the power of death, and only by his own or 
others' arts removed from his sepulchre? How is it, that 
they never thought within themselves, — He could not save 
himself, and whence shall we expect salvation ? He could 
not by his miracles of power and goodness prevail upon 
one nation to believe His doctrine; and can we, though' 
destitute of all that power, which resided in him, think to 
reduce the world into obedience; or to impart the Holy' 
Ghost to others, when we ourselves have the spirit of delu- 
sion only? Who can imagine, were this so, they would 
have said so boldly at the first entrance on (his testimony/ 
to men, who wondered at them, Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in tlw name of the Lord Jesus, and you shall 
receive (these gifts of) the Holy Ghost; for the promise (of 
the Holy Ghost, recorded by the prophet Joel) is (made) to 
you and to your children, and to as many as the Lord your 
God shall call; or say so confidently before the Jewish 
Sanhedrin, their mortal enemies, We are witnesses of these 
things, and so is the Holy Ghost which God hath given to 
those that believe x (Acts v. 32.) if (here were no such thing? 
Nor, 
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2. Could thoy confirm their testimony by any miracles or 
Divine assistance; for if their testimony wcro a Ho, they 
had no reason to expect the least assistance for the propa- 
gation of it, but had just reason to conceive, that all the 
powers both in earth and heaven should be engaged to 
confound it; for sure they could expect no help from him 
whom they declared to be risen, if in their consciences they 
knew he was still under the power of death ; they rather 
had great reason to expect that God should cross them in 
those designs which they profanely Ycntcd in his name, 
making him witness to a lie ; they could not hopo to be as- 
sisted by the powers of darkness, seeing their doctrine did 
so plainly tend to the subversion of Satan's kingdom ; they 
could not rationally hope, that cither Jew or gentile would 
befriend them in the promotion of a cheat, which they wore 
concerned both in interest and honour to detect: what 
therefore could embolden them to enter upon the propaga- 
tion of this cheat, in opposition to all the powers both of 
heaven and earth? 

To strengthen this argument, let us consider the success 
of this testimony ; our Lord had declared, that after he had 
been lifted up, he would draw allvien after him, (John xii. 
32.) and that then his kingdom, from a small beginning, 
should increase as a grain of mustard seed, and be like 
leaven leavening the whole lump. (Luko xiii. 19. 21.) Ac- 
cordingly wo find that this testimony, when it w r as first de- 
clared to tho world on the day of Pentecost, prevailed at 
ono sermon over three thousand, and at another on five 
thousand of those very persons who had seen him cruci- 
fied, to believe that he was risen from the dead. He sent 
them forth to preach this doctrine to the world, with a pro- 
miso that he would be with them. (Matt, xxviii. 20.) And 
accordingly it is said, they went forth preaching this doc- 
trine every where, the Lord working with them, and confirm- 
ing the word with signs following; (Mark xvi. 20.) and that 
with great power gave the apostles ivit7ies$ of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus; (Acts iv. 33.) and that God bare ivitness 
to the word of his grace, both with signs and wonders, and 
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost: (Heb. ii. 4.) 
and of the truth of this/the Acts of the Apostles, the Epistles, 
written to tho churches planted by them, tho miracles 
done by many myriads of Christians, and the gifts daily 
exercised in their assemblies, arc a demonstration ; yea, 
the speedy and wonderful success and prcvalency of this 
testimony, confirms the truth of what they delivered ; for 
if men were not then infatuated, how could it come to pass, 
that so great a part of the world as was so suddenly con- 
verted by their testimony, should without any proof or 
other evidence than the bare relation of such ignorant tin-, 
learned persons, give credit to their fiction ; or that per- 
sons of all ranks and conditions should not only yield a firm 
assent to such a proofless fable, but readily should sacri- 
fice their lives and fortunes to maintain that faith ? 

For farther demonstration of the truth of this testimony, 
let us reflect a little upon the persons commissioned by 
Christ to preach it to the world ; and wo shall find, 

1. That they wero persons who had no advantages of 
birth, wealth, or worldly interests, which might enablo them 
to manage or promote this work, no wisdom to contrive, 
no^ policy to carry on such cunningly-devised fables, as, 
being both according to their own report, and the objection 
of the heathen world, aypafifiarot, koI ISiwtch, illiterate and 



simple men; and is it easy to conceive, that men, so few, 
so meanly qualified as to condition, endowments, or ability 
of mind, without all supernatural assistance, should so skil- 
fully contrive, so courageously maintain, and so success- 
fully manage, such a story, as quickly to engage the faith of 
many myriads to yield a firm assent unto it? 

2. They could have no motive from any worldly interests 
to propagate this lio throughout tho w r orld, but they had all 
imaginable reasons to declino it, if it wero not true ; for all 
those things which the allurements of the world can sig- 
nify, they willingly abandoned for tho sake of this one tes- 
timony, incurring both the loss of honour, pleasure, and of 
all worldly interests, in prosecution of it; nay, they de- 
clared, that this very Jesus, whose resurrection they at- 
tested, had foretold that this should be their portion, that in 
this world they should have tribulation, that they should be 
hated of all nations for his name's sake, that they should be 
delivered up to be afflicted, and even killed for this testi- 
mony : so that they could not possibly avoid those evils, 
but they must by so doing overthrow their own testimony, 
and prove this Jesus a false prophet ; and much less had 
they reason to expect any blessings in the world to come 
for propagating such a lie by false pretences of Divine as- 
sistance, to the dishonour of Almighty God, and tho de- 
struction of so many myriads deceived by them. Sinco 
then the moralists conclude, that it is impossible for men 
to act without appearance of some good to be procured by 
that action ; since love of life, and a desire of self-preser- 
vation, are common to us with the very brutes; and it is na- 
tural to them and us, to avoid misery and torments, — the 
apostles could not thus abandon all the enjoyments and 
expectations of the blessings both of this and of another 
world, and wilfully subject themselves to all the miseries 
and torments which creatures could endure, in propagation 
of a testimony from which they could expect no profit or 
advantage, but they must be bereft of common sense, re- 
nounce the natural instincts of mankind, and be in love 
with ruin and destruction. I confess, it is possible for 
men. to 'lay down their lives for false opinions, provided' 
they believe them to be true ; but if the apostles wcro 
guilty of any cheat at all, they must be guilty of a known 
imposture, and so must sacrifice their lives for falsehood, 
i. e. for that from which they could expect no good at all ; 
which seems so inconsistent with the principles of common 
reason and self-love, that nothing can be more incredible. 

3. Consider that they continued constant in this testi- 
mony, and never could be moved by any checks of con- 
science, any hopes of gain, or any feaTs or sense of suffer- 
ings, to disavow this testimony, or to detect the falsehood 
of it. Now, that so many persons should persevere im- 
moveably in an extravagant resolution to maintain a lie, so 
that no threats, no perils, no pains or troubles from with-r 
out, no regret or dissatisfaction from within, should drivo 
them from it, but that they should die with it in their 
mouths, is so incredible, that nothing can be more; it 
must be therefore truth alone that could uphold them steady 
in the profession of this thing ; so unanimous a consent, so 
clear a confidence, so firm a resolution, so insupcrablo 
constancy and patience, nothing but tho sense of truth 
could inspire them with, nothing but a perfectly good con- 
science could sustain. Consider, 

4. That they were persons who professed to all their 
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converts great sincerity in what they did, declaring, that j 
they had renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not 
walking in craftiness, not handling the word of God deceit* 
fully, but, by manifestation of the truth, commending them- 
selves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. More- 
over, in their writings, they frequently condemned all false- 
hood, craft, hypocrisy; commanding us to lay aside all 
guile, hypocrisy ; to put away all lying; to speak every man 
truth with his neighbour, denouncing hell and damnation 
against those who loved and made a lie: and yet, if they 
indeed promoted a cunningly-devised fable, they whom they 
spake and wrote to could not be ignorant of their hypo- 
crisy and lying, when they spake so much of their own 
miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost received by believers, 
and of the gifts of healing, casting out of devils, and of 
tongues, promised and vouchsafed to them; for these 
things they still mention in their epistles directed to their 
converts, as things frequently done by and exercised 
among them. Now, if their converts did enjoy these ad- 
mirable gifts, it is not to be doubted, but God himself, who 
is the only author of them, did' set his seal to the apostles' 
testimony; if they did not enjoy them, they must then know 
that the apostles who made these promises, and who in- 
dited these epistles, were guilty of notorious untruths, and 
so could have no motive to believe, but rather to detest 
their doctrine. 

5. Consider that the doctrine they delivered in the name 
of this holy Jesus, was sueh as highly tended to the pro- 
motion of piety and virtue in the world; for none, who are 
acquainted with this doctrine, can deny, that it doth evi- 
dently tend to the advancement of true goodness, righte- 
ousness, love, charity, peace, quietness, and mercy. Now, 
can it reasonably be conceived, that men should in the 
same design be guilty of the greatest virtue, and the greatest 
villany in the world; that the same men should die maTtyrs 
to the worst imposture, and the best institution in the 
world; that they should sacrifice their lives to the interest 
of holiness and virtue, and the credit of blasphemy and im- 
posture? It is common, I confess, for men of bad de- 
signs to make very good pretences, but still they do this to 
carry on designs far different from their pretences : but we 
have shewed that the apostles could have no designs in 
propagating their doctrine, but that it should be believed; 
and, therefore, if they did not really design to make men 
believe the doctrines they taught for the advancement of 
the interests of piety and virtue, they could have no end at 
all in losing both their lives and fortunes to promote those 
doctrines ; which contradicts the principles of human nature. 

He then who doubts the sincerity of these assertors of 
our Lord's resurrection, must be forced to admit what 
is much more incredible, as being more repugnant to hu- 
man nature and the course of things ; viz. he must believe 
that persons, otherwise through their whole lives blameless, 
and strictly virtuous in their conversations, as the apostles 
were; men who appealed to their proselytes, how holily, 
and justly, and unblamably, they had behaved themselves 
amongst them, should yet, against the clearest dictates of 
their conscience, commit so great a villany as this impos- 
ture doth imply; that men, all whose discourses and 
demeanours did evidently tend to the advancement of 
God's glory, and the promotion of true goodness, should 
in their hearts defy God, and detest all goodness, as they 



must do if they were wilful cheats; that they, who other- 
wise did teach these doctrines, and practise those things, 
which shewed the greatest kindness and good-will to men, 
were only striving to abuse and betray them by false pro- 
mises and hopes, into the worst of miseries; that men of so 
great wisdom as they shewed, both in their writings and 
the success of their attempts, should zealously drive on a 
vain and senseless project, with more unwearied industry 
labouring to maintain and disperse a lie, than any men 
besides did ever use for confirmation of the greatest 
truth: he must believe, that men in all respects so impo- 
tent, should be so strangely prevalent, without the least as- 
sistance, as to cause the world to run into them, that naked 
weakness should overthrow the strongest might, that pure 
simplicity should baffle even the sharpest wits, the subtlest 
policy, and deepest learning ; that rude speech, void of all 
strength and ornament, should even force men to embrace 
an uncouth and unpleasant story, against the finest rhetoric 
backed with the force of truth. IJe must believe, that 
a crew of vile persons should so inseparably be linked to- 
gether only by the bonds of fraud, no truth, no virtue, no 
real interest, uniting them, that nothing could untie the 
knot. Lastly, He must believe, that men of sense should, 
for no end, no visible advantage here, no future hopes, 
voluntarily embrace, and patiently endure, all that can be 
distasteful unto human nature, freely exposing themselves, 
they knew not why, to all the fury upon earth, and all the 
flames of hell ; eagerly sacrificing their fortunes, credits, 
lives, and souls themselves, to the ghost of a condemned 
malefactor, and false prophet. And if so, why doth philo- 
sophy inform us, that self-preservation, the love of life and 
ease, is rooted in the very principles of human nature, and 
that it is not possible for any man deliberately to choose to 
be miserable, or to refuse to be happy, or not desire so to be? 
To conclude, if this relation were untrue, either the apostles 
werebesides their senses when they did believe it, or besides 
their wits when they affirmed, and did endeavour to confirm, 
what they did not believe with loss of life and fortunes; and 
if so, what shall we say to that vast multitude of Christians, 
who, notwithstanding all temptations to the contrary, so 
readily embraced, so steadfastly believed, the doctrine of 
those men, who had so little reason to believe themselves? 

§. XII. Let us consider, lastly, the predictions of our 
Lord, relating partly to his own disciples, and what they 
were to do after his resurrection, and partly to the Jewish 
nation, and what was to befal them for their infidelity, 
and their rejecting and condemning their Messiah. As for 
his disciples, 

1. He promised and foretold, that not only the twelve 
apostles should be endued with power from on high, and 
should receive the promise of the Holy Ghost, but also that 
they who believed in him should be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, should receive him, and be enabled by him to speak 
with tongues ; (Mu.iL iii.ll. Markxvi.17, 18. Lukexxiv.39. 
John vii. 37, 38. Acts i. 8.) and that this promise was ad- 
mirably fulfilled, not only by the gifts of tongues and pro- 
phecy, conferred on the apostles at the day of Pentecost, 
and by their baptism, preaching, and laying on of hands 
on others, but- by the gifts of prophecy, and tongues, with 
the interpretation of them, and by the gift of discerning 
spirits, and knowing things secret, exercised in all Christian 
churches, shall be fully proved in the preface to the Epis- 
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tics, from §. I. to the sixth, and from the eleventh to tho 
fourteenth. 

2. lie foretold that the kingdom of Satan should ho cast 
down by them, nnd should fall like lightning before them, 
nnd said, Behold, I give you power over all the power of the 
enemy; (Luko x. IS, 10.) nnd how gloriously ho fulfilled 
tliis promise, and made good this prediction, shall be fully 
demonstrated in the same general preface, §. X. 

3. Ho foretold that the gospel of the kingdom should be 
preached by them throughout tho world; (Matt. xxvi. 13.) 
yea, that it should bo preached to nil nations within tho 
space of forty years, or before tho destruction of Jeru- 
salem; (Malt, xxiv. 14.) that tho increase of his kingdom 
.should be like that of a grain of mustard-seed, (Mark iv. 
.32.) and that he being lifted up would draw all men after 
him. (John xi. 32.) Which came to pass so wonderfully, 
that in the space of twenty-four years after Christ's passion, 
St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans, saith, the sound of 
ittvas gone out into theuttemiost partsof the world ; (x. 18.). 
and in the Epistle to the Colossians, writ twenty-nine years 
nfter, that it was preached to every creature under hea- 
ven, (i. G. 23.) We see (saith Clemens Romanus)* the 
world beyond the ocean, i.e. the British islands, subject to 
the commands of Jesus. — Tlie contagion of this superstition 
(saith Pliny,f in his epistle to Trajan, writ in tho close 
of the first century) hath spread itself not only over cities, 
but even villages and fields. — There is no rank of men (said 
Justin Martyr)4 whether Grecians, or barbarians, or called 
by any other name, in which praise and thanksgivings are 
not offered up to the Father in the name of Christ crucified; 
so that a whole race of Christian nations seemeth (saith 
Origcn)§ to be born at once; and who (saith he) willnot ad- 
mire the prediction of our Lord, when he sees it thusfulfdled 
in every nation tinder heaven, Greeks and barbarians, the 
wise and unwise, and all mankind being overcome by it, so 
that there is no kind of men by whom this doctrine is not re- 
ceived? (Lib. ii. p. GS, GO.) 

The predictions which concerned the Jewish nation were 
these following: — 

1. Tliat the kingdom of God shoiddbe taken from them, 
and given to another nation bringing forth the fruits there- 
of; (Matt. xxi. 43.) and that the tongues which did belong 
to their peace, should be shortly hid from their eyes: (Luke 
xiii. 28, 29. xix. 42.) that many should come from the east, 
and from the west, and should sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God; but the children 
of the kingdom should be cast out : (Matt. viii. 11. 13.) and 
that all these things should come upon that generation. 
Accordingly, we find the apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Romans, sadly bewailing that spirit of slumber, which was 
come upon them, (Rom. xi. 8.) speaking of their rejection, 
(ver. 15.) the breaking of these branches off through unbe- 
lief, (ver. 10, 20.) their blindness, (ver. 25.) and saying, that 
God had concluded them all in unbelief. 

2. Our Lord foretold, that Satan, cast out from them, 
should return with seven devils more wicked than himself; 
and that he did so, the history of Joscphus -will not suffer 
us to doubt: for he declares, that soon after our Saviour's 
time, they were become the worst of men. (Sec note on 
Rom. ii.2.) 
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§. XIII. Lastly, The things which Christ foretold con- 
cerning the destruction of Jerusalem, and tho calamities 
which shortly were to happen to that nation, were of that 
signal nature, and mentioned such various events, then fu- 
ture, and contingent, and yet were so exactly and so par* 
ticulnrly fulfilled, as to afford us a most pregnant demon- 
stration of the truth of Christ's prophetic office. And, 

First, Our blessed Lord foretelleth the destruction of tho 
Jewish temple, after it had stood well nigh five hundred 
years, in these words, Seest thou these great buildings; there 
shall not be left one stone upon another which shall not be 
thrown down: to complete which prediction, Titus com- 
mands his soldiers, saith Josephus,* rrjv rl ir6\tv airatxav teat 
rrjv vtwv KaraaKaTTTziv, to dig up the foundations both of the 
temple and of the city; and both the Jewish Talmud f and 
MaimonidcsJ add, that Terentius Rufus, the captain of his 
army, did with a ploughshare tear vp the foundation of the 
temple, and so more signally fulfilled those words of Micah, 
iii. 12. Therefore shall Zionfor your sakes be ploughed as a 
field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain 
of the house as the high places of the forest. And here two 
things seem worthy of our observation ; viz. 
. 1. The exact time when this was done; viz. on the same 
month and day on which it formerly was burnt by Nebu- 
zar-adan, the captain of the king of Babylon, which there- 
fore by Maimonides is styled the fatal day of vengeance; 
and w T hich is by Josephus § reckoned to be a matter of just 
admiration, and a plain indication that this so happened 
by Divine appointment. 

2. That this destruction and conflagration of the temple, 
happened against the will, command, and the endeavours 
of Titus to prevent it ; for he calls heaven and earth to 
witness, that he w r ould never violate that sacred place, un- 
less the Jews compelled him so to do ; yea, saith he, || I will 
preserve your temple against your own wills: and when his 
own generals declared it necessary to destroy that temple, 
he answered, J will never suffer such a structure to be .de- 
stroyed by the flames : and when the fire began to seize 
upon it, he calls, he beckoneth to, yea, he commands his 
soldiers to extinguish it, but they not hearkening to his 
commands, do animate one another to the burning of it: 
Thus, saith Josephus,^ was the temple burnt against the 
will of Ctesar, God himself assisting with the Romans to 
the ruin ofit; that so the words of Christ might be veri- 
fied, He will send forth his armies and destroy those mur- 
derers, and burn up their city. 

3. Observe, that they who had** accused our Saviour 
and his disciples oT polluting and of designing to destroy 
this temple, were the very men who did horribly pollute it 
with the blood of Jews and gentiles, and even forced the 
Romans to destroy it; they hastened the sloiv fire (saith their 
own Josephusff), and even drew it to the temple ; the inflam- 

• Lib. vii. cap. 1. p. 970. 13. 993. A. f Taanitb. cap. 4. Hal. 6. 

X Maim. Taanitlt. cap. 5. 

§ QavfxaTat $* ar t(; If aurjf rr t % wigo&ot; tr t v aX£i$tlai r xal fxfoa yoZi xat Ji^wjpavfirj-rn- 
fart rry alrhi hy Trpfrifw uiro BaCuXovtw* o tal$ cuiirgfo'&ij. Lib. vii. cap. 26. p. 957. E. 
cap. 27. p. 958.' F. 

|| Tnpn<ro* tc> valt vf/Zi xai fxh S-fXowi, lib. vii. cap. 10. p. 949. G. 990. A. KaTa^Xi- 
£tt* trori tuXixcEtw ifyov. cap. 24. p. 957. to «£p r£im>ii>, cap. 26. p. 958. A. 1). C. D. 

% 'O /ujy oZr iao$ o3t»c axovrof Kairmps ifAiriirfaTctt, cap. 26. p. 953. F. Qlef 2{a. 
©jsc *urof Inoytt fjcitk 'pufxa-ion xaSafrtev alrS ortlp, cap. 8. p. 948. F. 
' •• Mark xiv. 58, xv.29. Aclsvi. 13. xxi. 28. xxiv. 6. 

It Kal fA.i*6v toty irxxwav iwl to* »aov B^atwn frtf. lib. vi. cap. 27. p. 953. II. Aa^u- 
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mation of it, saith he, had both the cause and the begin- 
ning of it from themselves. The providence of God- still 
ordering matters so, that they should bringupon themselves 
those evils of which they falsely did accuse our Lord and 
his apostles. 

Secondly, Our Lord foretells with like exactness and 
particularity the ruin of their famous city, declaring, (Luke 
xxi. 34.) that Jerusalem should be trodden down of the gen- 
tiles, until the times of the gentiles be fulfilled; and again, 
the days (saith he) shall come upon thee, that thine enemies 
shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and 
keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the 
ground, and shall not leave in thee one stone upon another. 
(Luke xix. 43, 44.) Now, that the event completely an- 
swered to these plain predictions, is evident from their own 
historian, who doth expressly say, that* Titus having com- 
manded his soldiers to dig up the city and the temple, this 
was so fully done, by levelling the whole compass of the city, 
except three towers, that they who came to see it were per- 
vaded it never, would be built again. The same historianf 
informs us, that when Vespasian besieged Jerusalem, his 
army compassed the city round about, and kept than in on 
every side; and though it was judged a great and almost 
impracticable work, to compass the whole city with a wall, 
yet Titns animating his soldiers to attempt it, they in three 
days built a wall of thirty-nine furlongs, having thirteen 
pasties on it; and so cut off all hopes that any of the Jews 
within the city should escape. 

Thirdly, Whereas our Saviour saith, Jerusalem shall be 
trodden doivn/7rarovfxivrj, possessed, and trodden by the 
feet of the gentiles, this so exactly came to pass, that 
Vespasian, % (1.) commands the whole land of Judca to be 
sold to those gentiles that would buy it ; and (2.) Hadrian,§ 
about sixty-three years after, makes a lawthat no Jew should 
come into the region roundabout Jerusalem, as Aristo Pel- 
laeus, who was himself a Jew, and flourished in the times of 
Hadrian, relates : thus, saith Ensebius,|| it came to pass, that 
the Jews being banished thence, and there being a conflux 
thither, aXkofyvkov ^Ivovg, of aliens, it became a city and 
colony of the Romans, and ivas in honour of the emperor 
named JElia. (3.) Jerusalem, saith Christ, shall be thus 
trodden down, or subject to the gentiles, till the time of tike 
gentiles be fulfilled; that is, till, by conversion of the Jews 
unto the Christian faith, the fulness of- the gentiles, to be 
converted to it, should come in with them ; for blindness 
(saith the apostle) hath happened to the Jews, till ir\{}pu)}ia 
rwv Wvwv, the fulness of the gentiles sliall come in, and then 
all Israel shall be saved, (Rom. xi. 25, 2G.) and with them 
also the yet heathen gentiles - 7 for if (saith he, ver. 15.) the 
casting away of the Jews ivas the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be to it, but even life for the 
dead? And again, if the fall of them were the riches of the 

• Tsv )s aXXcv tt7ra»Ta t£c m'X*»; tti^oXcv oyra>$ iJayxaXts-av 01 xaTrts-xawrcmc, if 
f*toi vxTtvn olxn&Zveii vittiv iv iTi Trafas-^iTj ro~f irp&i&QZtri, lib. yii. cap. l f p. 970. 
B.C. 

t Toiic Ji oforv >rh 'Pxfjutlvr <J»gcv»Taf iTpyiv h ar^arU frarra^Sw try flrsXiv flri£if;tot«ra, 
Jib. v. ca*p. 27. p. 893. B. nigir»;tf(M «X»v rriv irsXiv piy* xat tortmroj t3 l{yov, 
lib. vi. cap. 31. p. 936; F. To ph cZv tsT^o: e«c Jsaitoc titt* {axwra eraXwfy — <rf\?\ 
t wnhpfon t» rray hfAifa^. Ibid, p, 937. B. 

♦ nSsra* yfo tt7ro>oV3tti t£t 'iwJafeff, lib. tii. cap. 27, p. 983. 

J.nSv f$»; |£ Jxu'voy MX T?y <rifj t* 'iipsfffovjua y?p wapvw iviBatvw tffttm. 
Eaieb. II, Eccl. lib. xxi, cap. 6. 

|| Hist. Eccl. lib. it. cap. 6. 
VOL. V. 



world, (ver. 12.) and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the gentiles, how much more sliall their fulness be the fulness 
of the gentiles ? Now here it is especially observable, that 
Julian the Apostate, designing to defeat this prophecy of 
Christ, resolved on the rebuilding of the city and temple of 
Jerusalem in its old station, which was till his time left in its 
ruins, iElia being built without the circuit of it; for in his 
epistle* to the community of the Jews, he writes thus, The 
holy city of Jerusalem, which you have so long desired to see 
inhabited, rebuilding by my own labours, I will dwell in. This 
he began, with an endeavour to build that temple, in which 
alone the Jews would offer up their prayers and sacrifices, 
but the immediate hand of Providence soon forced the work- 
men to desist from that unhappy enterprise. Ammianus Mar- 
cellinus,+ a heathen, who lived in those very times, gives 
us the story thus, — That Julian endeavoured to rebuild the 
temple at Jerusalem ivith vast expenses, and gave it in charge 
to Alypius of Antioch to hasten the work, and to the rector 
of the province to assist himin it; in whichivork; when Aly- 
pius ivas earnestly employed, and the rector of the province 
was assisting, terrible- balls of flames bursting forth near the ( 
foundations, with frequent insults, and burning divers times 
the workmen, rendered the place inaccessible; and thus the 
fire obstinately repelling them, the tvork ceased. The story 
is very signal and remarkable for many circumstances; 
as, v. g. 

1. The persons that relate it — Ammianus Marcellinus,a 
heathen, Zemuch David, a Jew, who confesseth that Ju- 
lian was u divinitus impeditus," hindered by God, in this 
attempt: Nazianzen and Chrysostom among theGreeks, St. 
Ambrose and Ruffinus among the Latins,' who flourished at 
the very time when this was done: Thcodoret aud Sozomen, 
orthodox historians, Philostorgius, an Arian, Socrates, a 
favourer of the Novatians, who writ the story within the 
space of fifty years after the thing was done, and whilst 
the eye-witnesses of the fact wero yet surviving. 

- 2. The time when it was performed, not in the reign of 
Christian emperors, but of the most bitter enemies of Christ- 
ians, when they were forced to hide, and had not liberty of 
speaking for themselves. Observe, 

- 3. With what confidence the Christians urge this matter 
of fact against the Jews, as a convincing demonstration of 
the expiration of their legal worship, and of the certainty 
of the Christian faith against the heathen philosophers, in- 
quiring, % what* the wise men of the world can say to these 
things; and against the emperor Theodosius,§ to deter him 
from requiring them to rebuild a synagogue, which had 
been lately burnt by a Christian bishop, 

4. And, lastly, the unquestionable evidence of the thing. 

• * Thy fx TroXXSSy it«* l7Ti9vfxovfnimty vraf vf*?v, otxot//t*£v«» W**v ayUv 'iifotwaXfyt i/am? 
xafxaraif cLyomdofx^a^ o'xnTV. Itn&tfw t# xotv<£. Ep. 25. 

■ t Cf Ambitiosum qneddam lemplum rtpud IJieroaolymam autnptibua Immodicis In- 
atauraro cogitabat, oegnljamque maturandum Alypio dederat Anliockensi j oum itnqoe 
rei idem furliter instaret Alvpius, jnvaretque. provincial rector, raetuendi globi flam- 
marum prope fundaments crebris insultibus erumpenles, locom, exoatis aliquoties 
operantibus, inacoesMim fecere, bocqoe raodo elcraento obstinatius repelleute, ces- 
savit inceplom," lib, xxiii* ab initio, , 

\ "Eti quv afji^>ie-0t}TtX(, 2 'ieuJaTl, xal twv aw3 tJJc tov Xpirrov wgo^yiwc, xai t£v a«ro 
tJj; tSv vrpayfjLaroM tt7ri)£(£i»c juaprupiav toi/ og»y KaTa4.»)4»i{o^ciy»]V. Chrys. Horn. V. in 
Jnd. turn, vi. p. 335. et IlQm. 60. p. 639. npj; Taura ti <J>^tovtiv o\ «t*w; rwrovrou 
<ro$ol' f Nazianz. Stelit. p. 83. 

§ ** Noil audisli,imperator quia oom jassisset Jnlianns reparari templom FJieroao. 
lvmis, qurjd divino, qui faciebant repagulum, igue coiiflagr&ruot ?" Kpis.l. lib. v. 
Kpist, %9. ... 
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This, say the Christians,* all men freely do believe and 
speak of, it is in the months of all men, and is not denied 
even by the atheists themselves; and if it seem yet incredible 
to any one, he may rejxiir for the truth of it both to wit- 
nesses of it yet living, and to them tvho have heard it from 
their mouths; yea, they may vieiv the foundations lying still 
bare and naked, •+ and if yon ask the reason, you will meet 
with no other account besides that tvhich I have given ; and 
of this all we Christians are witnesses, these things being done 
not long since in our own time. So St. Chrysostom. 

Thirdly, Our blessed Lord is as express nnd circumstan- 
tial in tho prediction of the miseries which should befal 
that sinful nation. For, 

1. He in the general foretells that their calamities shall 
be so great as to admit no parallel ; Thereshall be (saithho) 
great tribulation, such as never happenedfrom the beginning 
of the world to this (present) time. (Matt.xxiv.21.) Which 
words % Joscphus seems to have transcribed, when hesaith, 
that never any nation ivas more wicked, ufa troXiv SXXi}v 
roiavra TwrovOivai, nor ever did a city suffer as they did. Ho 
was no stranger to the history of tho destruction of the old 
world by water, or of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire from 
heaven, or to the sufferings of his own nation under Antio- 
chus Epiphanes, and ycthc scruples not to say, that§ all the 
miseries which all mankind had suffered from the beginning 
of the world, were not to be compared with those the Jewish 
nation did then suffer. 

2. Our Saviour adds, that in those days the sun shall be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the 
stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers of heaven shall be 
shaken. (Mark xiii. 14.) These, I confess, are metaphorical 
oxprcssions, occurring often in the prophets, but still in the 
same sense; viz. to signify an utter desolation, and terrible 
havoc and destruction brought upon a nation: for in this 
language the prophet Isaiah speaks of the destruction of 
Babylon, saying, (xiii. 9, 10.) The day of the Lord cometh, 
cruel both tvith wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land deso- 
late; and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it: for 
the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not 
give their light, the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, 
and the moon shall not cause her light to shine: of the de- 
struction of ldumca he speaks thus, (xxxiv. 2. 5.) The 
indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, he hath utterly 
destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter, the 
mountains shall be melted with their blood, and all the host 
of heaven shall be dissolved, and tlie heaven shall be rolled 
together as a scroll; and all their host shall fall down as the 
leaf falleth from the vine: the destruction of Egypt is re- 
presented by Ezekiel in these words, (xxxii. 7, 8.) I will 
cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof dark, I will 
cover the sun tvith a cloud, and the moonslmll not give her 



• TJ ** m wf(t$»trn vmn Q«Zft& t x<! tiH toT? «9im; «£t*c £vvm&(A*?sr \i£m ip^*- 
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fJmi iXK* n taJ™ *xr>n ? , xm) t */tw piftvps iju«r« *krrt? if fy**» y*e *u rja iroXXev 
vmZra yiym%Xf«nu t Cbrja. sdf. Jud. OrfU 2. p. 331. 
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r^KKjirif. Pxo!cg. ad Be!!, /ud. p. 706. D. 



light, and the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over 
thee: this therefore (saith Maimcjiidcs*) is a proverbial 
expression, importing the destruction and utter ruin of a 
nation; the sun darkened or turned into blood, and the 
stars falling, or disappearing (saith Artcmidorust), import 
the destruction of many people. Xow in this sense it is 
almost incredible which their historian relates of the de- 
struction of tho Jews ; for ho informs us that eleven hun- 
dred thousand perished in that siege ;% and it is still more 
incredible which their Talmud and other Jewish writers 
mention of this slaughter, which Hadrian's§ army made of 
them fifty-two years after, when they rebelled under Bar- 
chochebas, and were besieged in the city Bitter, the most 
modest computation being quatuor mille myriadas, and 
the most extravagant, octoginta mille myriadas. And yet 
our Saviour having farther said, that wherever the carcass 
was, i. e. tho nation of the Jews, rejected now and loathed 
by God as a dead carcass, there would the eagles, i. c. the 
Roman army, be gathered together, to prey upon them -, 
(Matt. xxiv. 28. Luko xvii. 37.) they were accordingly ha- 
rassed and destroyed throughout the Roman empiro; when, 
saith Joscphus, the Romans had no enemies left in Judea, 
the sense and danger reached, TroXkolg koI twv airurraTU) tea- 
toikovvtwv, toomanyof them living the remotest from it; for 
many of them perished at Alexandria, [| at Cyrene, and in 
other cities of Egypt, to the number of sixty thousand, in 
all the cities of Syria; in a word, Eleazer^f in Joscphus, 
having reckoned many places where they were cruelly 
slaughtered, concludes thus, fxaKpbv av enj vvv Idty rrepi Ikoct- 
tov \£ytiv, it would be too long to speak of all these places 
in particular. 

Again our Saviour adds, that they should be led captives 
into all nations; (Luke xxi. 24.) accordingly Josephus** 
doth inform us, that the number of their captives was ninety- 
seven thousand, that of them Titus sent many to Egypt, and 
most of them he dispersed into tlie Roman provinces, and so 
exactly fulfilled this prediction. 

Fourthly, Our Lord foretells the many signs preceding 
this destruction, declaring that there should be #o/3?jrpa, 
fearful events, or sights, earthquakes, and signs from heaven, 
(Luke xxi. 11.) Now to omit the frcqucut earthquakes 
which happened in other places in the times of Claudius 
and Nero, Josephusft doth inform us, that there happened 
in Judca and Jerusalem, an immense tempest and vehement 
winds, with rain, and frequent lightnings, and dreadful 
thundering, and extreme roarings of the quaking earth, which 
manifested to all, ilmt the world ivas disturbed at the de- 
struction of men, and that these prodigies portended no 



* " Qnando valicinalar Esaias do genlis alienjas destruction^ vel de popali ali- 
cujas magai interim, ail Stellas cecidisso, Cacloa interiisse, et coolremiscere Solem 
obscaratum, Terratu vaslatam el commolam esse." More Nevocli. p. 265, 266. > 

t*HXiff« afjtavps n v^aijuff; — K&rttmmrcm ; !«•! y?v w afl-Tl^lf « a$an££juEyei wsXXSy 
oXiGgw fxarrtvomt. Oneirocrit. lib. i, cap. 36. 

X T*y 3i cLvoXkvfjiiyMV xjtvk iraa-ttv txit woXto^xiay fj.v?ta£t; fxaT« tuxl J/xa, lib. rii. 
cap. 45. p. 968. P. 

§ Buxl. in voce Bitter. 

(I Lib. vii. cap. 36. p. 995. A. ct cap. 57. ibid. cap. 38. p. 996. 

% Cap. 34. p. 992. 

** Tftw 32 Xoi?rou w\*6avf rob$ M( iirraxaifoxa. itd lfo&$ Imi^t i*; ra tar aU 
yvvrw ifya, wXi/<rrev; Ji «;; rctf iva.£xU$ >nJ<tffn<r*T» Ttroc, lib. vii. cap. 44, 4^ 
p. 968. C. D. 

rrfihXot J* 5» lir AvQ^vvf *Xi9gw t5 xaTa.Trr.f4A vxv %\m ffvyxf^vfjiiny xaX ct^l fxtx^ou Tt; 
a? tlxarat rtyorrjfywwf t* ripra, lib. ir. cap. 17, p. 881, A. B. 
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small mischiefs. Josephus* had a select chapter of the 
manifest signs of their approaching desolation, which 
Tacitus,t a Roman historian of that age, doth almost thus 
epitomise; Armies seemed to meet in the clouds, and glit- 
tering weapons were there seen; the temple seemed to be in 
aflame, ivithfire issuing from the clouds, and a Divine voice 
was heard, tliat the Deity ivas quitting the place, and a great 
motion as of his departing: these seem plain tokens of God's 
departing from them, of the burning of the temple, and their 
own desolation, by the Roman army; Josephus adds what 
Tacitus doth also touch upon, that the great gate of the 
temple, which twenty men could scarcely shut, and which 
was made fast with bolts and bars, was seen auro/xarwc 
avtyyulvT), to open of its own accord, to let in their enemies; 
for so their wise men construed the omen, saith Josephus. 
He farther saith,J a sword seemed to hang over the city, 
and a comet with its fiery tail pointed down upon it for a 
whole year, which plainly seemed to portend their ruin by 
the sword- And that§ before the sun went down, there were 
seen in the clouds armies in battle array, and chariots com- 
passing the country, and investing the cities; a thing so 
strange (saith he), that it would pass for a fable, were there 
not still men living to attest it: so expressly have wc an ac- 
count of the fearful sights, and signs from heaven, mentioned 
by our Lord, and of the sign of the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven, fitra Suva^wc koI So£ijc, with a glorious 
host, or with power and glory ; according to our Lord's 
prediction, JMatt. xxiv. 30. 

Secondly, Our Lord proceeds to say, that false Christs 
and false prophets should arise, and that many should come 
in his name, saying, I am Christ, and should deceive many. 
(Matt. xxiv. 5. 11. Markxiii.G, 21, 22. Lukexxi.8.) False 
Christs are they who falsely would pretend to be the Christ 
or the Messiah promised to the Jews: now such were, 
1. Simon Magus, || who declared that he was the person 
who among the Jews appeared as the Son of God, and was 
conceived to have suffered in Judea; and*ft he prevailed for a 
time to deceive some with his magical operations. 2. Dosi- 
thens,** contemporary with him, who said he was the Christ 
foretold by Moses, and the Son of God, and he also found 
disciples; and is by Origcn reckoned among them, who 
performed wonderful things : from these, saith Hegcsippus, 
came false Christs and false prophets: there aroso, sailh 
Hippolytus,ft some saying, I am Christ, as Simon Magus, 
and the rest, whose names I have not time to reckon up: and 



* Lib. vii. cap. 31. 

t * Ereuerant prodigia,viB2Bperccelom concarrcre acies, rntilantia arma, et iobito 
nnbiara igne collacere tempi am, expanse repente delubri fores, et audita major 
hamau^TOxexcedereDeoB, et simalingens ino'tui ftxeedentiam," Hist. lib. r. p. G21. 

X "T*rtf ™ w£x*v a^Tfflt la-rn'TofA^ata frafaxXnciw, not flrapartiniff iv\inairrb xe^njf, 
lib. vii. cap. 13. 

§ Tlfl yaf kXhOv >djf»f «<f>0>7 /uirftfpa trafi WcLrav t&t £*{*», a^/xara xa\ <p*\ayyt$ 
hyvXot h&TTVurat t£5t ytyanr, xat xvxXwfihai t£< nrfoiif, ibid. p. 990. G. 

f| " -Simon Ssmariles — univeriam tnagiam amplios inscrutans ita at in alaporem 
cageret maltos bamiuam — docait aeipsara ease qui inter Judseas qaidem quasi 
Filial adparaerit — pasaam anfem in Jodaeis putatam, cam noa esse! passas." Irscri. 
lib. i. cap. 20. 

% Kat t*ti ph toarmrt, Orig. contr. Celaam, lib. i. p. 44. 

*" lifAm rl i lafxapih?; Mayo; xai Awi'Sififf — o/ttiv i<p*<rxi> alrh i7vai Jt^tf/xo ©icu, r?,y 
*«>^^*iyrr n*iyaX>iv, hti %aX ayTo; oUf tow ©fou, lib. vi. p. 282. *Ot( auref two n$Q$v- 
*rii»^i«{ vtI M*?-f«c Xgiffrcff, xai Ifofy rivxf ry iatrroZ JiJcwTutX/a xixgaTwxivai, lib. i. 
cap. 14. Ilabentea in *e etiam qnsadam Tirtules mirandas. Horn. 27. in Mat!. F. 
32. G. 'Awl t*/t»ip fyvlfyjpvrM xal ^tvlm^nra.1. Easeb. Hi A. Reel. lib. iv. cop. 22. 

ft *AviVn:a-av *h% XiycvTi;, ly$> tTfAi & XfKrroff, xafli; & zlpm i Mayoff, xat ol Xfliffflf. 
De Consara. Mandi. 



these all, saith Irenaeus,* " magias perficiunt, exorcismiset 
incantationibus utuntur," use magical operations, exorcisms, 
and incantations. Our Lord also foretold of another that 
should come in his own name; (John v. 43.) that is, without 
authority from God, and be received by the Jews as their 
Messiah : accordingly Barchocheba did actually thus come, 
as appears both from the event and destruction of him and 
his followers by Hadrian's army ; and by the confession o/ 
the Jews, who, when they found themselves deceived by 
him, called him .Bar Choziba, the son of a lie. And that 
he was generally received by them, we learn from their own 
histories, declaring that their great R. Akiba, who had 
twenty-four thousand disciples, said, at the sight of him, Be* 
hold, this is the Messiah; and that then the Jews in the city 
Bitter crowned him, and chose him for their king, and shook 
off the Roman government, killing an innumerable multi- 
tude of Greeks and Romans, in Egypt, Alexandria, Cyprus, 
and thereabouts; until Trajan sent Hadrian against them, 
who slew more of them, say they, than Titus had done in 
the preceding wars. (See Buxtorf, in voce Bar Choziba.) 

As for the false prophets f Josephus tells us of an Egyp* 
tian false prophet and magician, who gathered together 
about thirty thousand of the Jews, whom he had deceived; 
and of one Theudas% a magician, who, declaring himself a 
prophet, deceived many ; of another prophet,§ tt?Ao bid them 
go into the temple, where God would shew them manifest 
signs of a deliverance ; adding, that there were then -rroXXol 
irpo$r\Tai 9 many prophets, who taught them even to the last 
to expect help from God. Our Saviour had foretold, that 
they should then say, Behold, he is in the desert; (Matt. xxiv. 
26.) pointing to the very place where these false Christs 
and prophets should appear; or whither they should lead 
their followers. Accordingly, Josephus]] saith,"that many 
impostors and magicians persuaded the people to follow 
them into the wilderness, where they promised to shew them 
manifest signs and wonders done by God; pretending a Di* 
vine impulse, and promising deliverance from evils, if they 
would follow them into the wilderness. 

Thirdly, Our Lord foretells, that his gospel should be first 
preached throughout the world, i. e. throughout the Roman 
empire, styled oiKovfiivr), or in, all places whither the Jews 
were dispersed ; for, saith he, The gospel of this kingdom 
shall be first preached in all the world for a witness to all 
nations, and then shall the end come. (Matt. xxiv. 14.) Ac- 
cordingly St. Paul declares of them, who preached the 
gospel of peace, that their sound had gone forth into all 
the earth, (Rom. x. 18.) and their words, ug iripara r>fa ot- 
icoi^lvTjc, to the ends of the earth. He tells the church of 
Rome, that their faith tvas spoken of throughout the whole 
world. (Rom. i. 8.) The church of Colosse, that the 
truth of the gospel was come, not to them only, but to all the 



* Lib. i. cap. 20. 

t nigl Tfie-ftvpov; /xiy aSgotJn -rSy hitarti{A,iwy, lib. H. cap. 23. p. 797. A. Anl. 
lib. xx. cap. 6. 

$ Tcti ri? avfy ©fu&a; evfyx*Ti woXXfiuf «9ra'P)<rfv, TJpqnrti; yif iMyi> itvat, Anliq. 
lib. xx. cap. 2. p. 689. G. 690. A. 

§ VtvZomfoyfiTni Tiff xaria"rn xaf ixu'wv xt^yjaff Tfiypfxipay if o BtU Iwi to Ufa *y*Bwai 
xsuCii hgojufvwff to? 0-ftrnjgkff. De Bello Jiid. lib. Tii. cap. SO. p. 960. A. B. 

|| Oi Ji yinrti xal awariaJvif avflgworoi rov X^Xev smtBcy aoTotV f'ff tav IppUy frrnrSai. 
Ji/ju* yh» i^aeray iv«f>y« ri^ar*, x*l (rn/xiTa x*tA Thy rov ©ioU irtfvotav ymfttva. Antiq. 
lib. xx. cap. 6. p. 960. E. ngoy^/xaTt Buae-fxcZ Jayxevav to ffXoflc; «^fffi0evx*3 ffpflEyw 
tiff Tfc tyfxUv. De Hello Jad. lib. ii. cap. ?3. p. 796.'G. El fatiMfi* sWflat ptx$ 
Tijff Jfyxfef alr£. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 7. p. 697, B. 
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world, and preached to every creature, (i. 0. 23.) St. CIo- 
iucus, * who was bishop of Romo in the twelfth year of 
Domitiau, saith, That the nations beyond the ocean were 
governed, ralg tn-n-ayaTc rov Attnrorov, by the precepts of the 
Lord. Origenf speaks of tho Christians as of a nation 
born all at once. EuscbiusJ saith, The word of God shone 
suddenly upon the world as a ray of the sun, and was on that 
qccount styled by the very heathens, i) KpaTovaa St8ax*'> § ^ ie 
prevailing doctrine; and tho Christians, by Julian the apos- 
tate, are styled ol Kparovvrtg, the prevailing seel.. (Misopog. 
p. 99.) 

Fourthly, lie mentions the especial care he would then 
have of his own faithful servants, declaring, that they who 
endured to the end should be saved, (Matt. xxiv. 13.) and that 
not one hair of their heads should perish ; (Luke xxi.18.) k e. 
that none of tbcm should bo involved in that ruin, which 
was to como upon tho unbelieving Jews : accordingly, Eu- 
scbiusH and Epiphanius^I have left it upon record, that be- 
fore the beginning of the war, when the city was ready to be 
taken, the disciples of our Lord were admonished by an an- 
gel, or by an oracle, to depart from the city, and to fly be- 
yond Jordan, to the city Fella, in the region ofPerea, where 
they were preserved. This refers to the time when Cestius 
came to Jerusalem, and took the lower city, and, saith Jo- 
scphus, might have taken the upper city, and have pre- 
sently put an end to the war; and so punctually agrees 
with our Lord's premonition, When you see Jerusalem com- 
passed about with armies, and the abomination of desolation 
standing where it ought not; viz. in the holy city, then let 
them that are in Jndea flee to the mountains. (Matt. xxiv. 
15. MarkxiiL14. Luke xxi. 20, 21.) But that the Christ- 
ians might have time to fly and bo preserved, ho suddenly 
quits the siege without any visible cause, and so gives the 
Christians leave to depart: and even Joscphus** notes, that 
then many fled out of the city as from a sinking ship; and, 
of that number, doubtless the Christians mado a part. That 
they then fled into the mountains, may also be observed 
from Joscphus ; for of Pcrea, whither they are said to fly, 
he saith, that it was lpvt*°e **£ rpax^ia to 7rAsov,tt mostly 
mountainous and a desert; and, being bcyoud Jordan, and 
under the government of king Agrippa, was free from war. 

Lastly, Our Saviour fixed the period of time within which 
all theso things should happen, in these words: Verily I 
say un(o you, this generation shall not pass away until all 
these things befulfdled. (Matt. xxiv. 34.) Accordingly, they 
were all fulfilled within forty-two years after they had been 
.spoken. In fine, he hath specified the very reason why all 
these things should come upon Jerusalem; viz. because site 



* Ep. ad Cor. iccL 2 0. 

t Ti iuri tir i9^»> yinen iW^^irrutw LyvnnX Tf^irrof tlravTa£, In Celaura, 
lib. Till, p. 405. 

% Out ti< ixiiu C#Xi t$t wfAVcirar otxavpimj i ZirrSfo? x*r*sys{t Xfyof. llisl. Eccl. 
lib. It. eip. 5. 

$ Prrp. Evang. lib. ix. ctp. 10. 

| Tiu WUu rZt b 'lifwiXb/Att; lxs\r.7U* x*Ti Ti?* Xfflfffcw to"; avre&t Wjt*«c *«* 
irj**Av4**f Mirr* w& tw arsXi/u*/ juiTaianrw* rSf arfoiw; xal two, rne crrpata; vzXtr 
•»*«!> uuXivrf((m. niXXx? *\mt9 infxi(avtt. Eascb. Hist. Eccl. lib. iii. cap. 5. 

*Ayyi\w vim; d M*0rr*i jaitw^tmi irri t«? tsXj*;, /uiXXeyrr; * t Ut a.vo\\vsQ*i. 
•Ttihc x*1 (AtT*9ier*i yirifxttA rnxfixay b niXXp tJ vpyt>t*f*f*ty *™Xu riga> tw \^ta.rw. 
Epipb. dc Mem. el I'ond. $. 15. cl de llasr. Nixarcn. §, 7. 

•* 'HJ« tl ariXX* IntftfMiur ivl it; «lXs»c it* AXxT^im: *ut;'x«. Dc Bello Jud. 
Lb. ii. cap. 39,40. a D. cap. 40. p. 821. I\ *ilnri ? T5< faTrnfe/Lcfwc »*■;. 

It Ub.iii. cip.4.1'. 855. IJ. ' 



knew not the time of her visitation, and the things which did 
belong unto her peace: (Lukexix.*i2. 44.) because she killed 
the prophets, and stoned them that were sent unto her: (xiii. 
34.) because they killed the Son of God. (Matt. xx. 38.) 
This hath been gathered by the primitive fathers; first,. 
From the continuation of this desolation, by which wrath 
sccmcth to be come upon them to the uttermost: for whereas 
they wandered in the wilderness but forty years, and their, 
captivity in Babylon continued but seventy years, since the 
rejection of our Jesus, they have been visibly cast off by 
God for sixteen hundred years and upwards. Secondly, 
From the nature of the punishments they suffered ; for God 
having so long time laid waste that temple to which their 
worship was confined, and was the place in which he dwelt 
among them, and from which he blessed them, and so de- 
prived them of those sacrifices by which they made atone- 
ment for their sins, and were purified from their unclean- 
ness, and banished them out of the land of promise, hath 
by these dispensations fully shewed, that he no longer doth 
allow that way of worship, which was confined to that na- 
tion and that temple. Thirdly, From the consequences' 
of theso judgments, and from their ignorance of any time, 
of respite and deliverance from them. For, .God by his 
prophets was pleased to foretell tho measure and duration 
of their former judgments, and when they should give placo 
to merey; that their Egyptian thraldom should expire in 
two hundred and fifteen years after their going down to. 
Egypt; that after seventy years they should return from 
Babylon, that three years and a half would work deliver- 
ance, from the more cruel fury of Antiochus Epiphancs; 
but of their deliverance from the calamities they now lie 
under, by any other way than that of turning to the Lord, 
there is no word of prophecy. In a word, they are utterly 
deprived of their Schcchinah, their prophets, and all the 
other tokens of God's peculiar presence with them; after 
this sin, God did entirely desert them, and transfer his Holy 
Spirit, his prophets, his revelations, his miracles, to those* 
assemblies, which embraced that Jesus as their saviour, 
whom they had wickedly condemned as an impostor; which 
shews their church and temple were destroyed to give place . 
to Christianity. Moreover, that, after their rejecting our 
Messiah, they were by God appointed to destruction; they, 
who were the great promoters, or were eye-witnesscs of 
the war, which brought upon them these calamities, wcro 
forced to confess: Elcazar,* one of their great captains,- 
declared, That* God had established this decree against 
them, that they should not live; that he had laid a neces- 
sity upon thcra, that they should die, and that they might 
not only conjecture, but even know, by what they suffered, 
that God had condemned his once beloved nation to de- 
struction. Joscphus f is frequent in this observation: 
when Cestius besieged them, lie might have taken the city 
(s£Liihhc),andputauend to the war, but thatSta Tovgirovn- 
povg aTTsarpafifiivog 6 Otog, God, being angry with them for 
the wicked, hindered it. When he was persuading them to 
yield to the llomans, he concludes thus; % JVJiy do I per-, 
suade them against their fate, mti roue u7ro Scou j3ra£o^<u ica- 
raicpiTovg <twZ>uv, and strive to save them, who are condemned 
of God; for, who knows not the writings of the old pro-^ 



* Joseph de BjII. Jud. lib, vii. p, 992, 90S. 
t Lib, ii. cap, 29. p. 280. 
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phets, koL tvv ImppiirovTa ry eXtryiovi 7ro\ei xP | l <T ] ti ° v ^ * ve<T ~ 
Ttora, and the oracle impendent on the miserable city, to be 
instant? Bebg aoa QtbgavTog Inayu, God, even God him- 
self, brings upon them this purging fire, and with it burns 
up the city so full of wickedness:* God (saith he) had con- 
demned their city to the fire; they attended not (saith he) 
nor gave credit f role Ivapyiai, teal trpoanpLaivovai rr\v fdXXov- 
<mv ipnfiiav repamv, to the manifest signs portending their 
future desolation; and -he brings in Titus speaking to his 
soldiers thus; J That God favoured them in the war against 
the Jews; their famine, sedition, and the fall of their walls 
without any machine, being nothing else bnt Gcou privtg, a 
demonstration of the wrath of God against them. Now oui\ 
Lord having so expressly said, That God would miserably 
destroy those husbandman, for casting his Son out of the 
vineyard, and slaying him; (Matt.xxi. 37—42.) and that the 
guilt of the blood of all his prophets; from righteous Abel 
to that generation, should be charged upon them, because 
they would persecute and kill those apostles, prophets, and 
wise men he would send unto them, and so fill up the mea- 
sure of their sins, (Matt, xxiii. 32—86.) We Christians can- 
not doubt, but that these dreadful judgments came upon 
them on this account. 

This also may be farther argued from the exactness of 
the parallel betwixt the punishments which they inflicted 
on the holy Jesus, and thoso they after suffered for so 
doing; and betwixt the crimes, for which they did con- 
demn our blessed Lord, and those which they themselves 
were after guilty of, and for which tremendous judgments 
fell upon them. For, 

1. Whereas they by their clamours to Pontius Pilate 
crucified the Lord of life, they many of them perished by 
the same kind of death ; for many Jews of the equestrian 
order, and of Roman dignity, were treated thus by Florus, § 
saith their own historian ; and Titus crucified so many of 
litem, that he at last could find no more crosses for their bodies. 

2. They crucified him at the feast of the Passover ; and 
being the true paschal Lamb, he expired at the very hour 
when the paschal lamb was to be slain ; but then their 
own Josephus |] hath observed, that at that very feast the 
whole nation was enclosed in Jerusalem, and that the war 
compassed the city when it was thus stuffed with men, and 
so the slaughter of them became incredibly great. GocTs 
providence, which he styles fate, so ordering matters (saith 
JSusebius),? that at that time, when they had crucified the 
holy Jesus, they, being shut up all as in one prison, should 
receive the punishment of that iniquity. 

8. They not only choso a thief, a murderer, and a sedi- 
tions person, before Christ, but also crucified him between 
two thieves ; and many of them (saith Josephus) were mi- 
serably harassed and destroyed by the Xvorpiicbv rayjua,** 
band of thieves which rose up among them And when 

• Ibid. cap. 26. t Cup. 30. t Ibid. cap. 4. 

§ $X*£9C iT&X^t«<rtT atfya? Immttou ray/uaroc (JLarrtySvAt «■£$ tou B^arof xal ff"r*vp£ 
^WTjXSrat, lib. ii. cap. 25. K*l Jti tS wX£0oc X^i a Tl kiXife-rw ™$ tf^ravpolf, xal 
cTau£Qi?oi$7vfj.a,7a, lib. Tl. cap. 12. SabFelice rSn ayarTavpiSiyrorf awttglv ti irXESoc ■ 
h, lib. ii. cap. 23. 

H T*ti yt ^tn* aTTTff l;« itfXTr.TtiTrS T«<li/LWfi/*i7J)C «■*! o-tmxXitVflij to ifliof, xal vetnvt 9 
ari\tf*9f Tn» TrsXiy ixuxX^raTO* noray y&n iy0§arjrtyijy x&l dai/uJvay qSvfiy utzri^aXXti to 
ttX«0^ txt an-oXwXoTov, lib. vii. cap. 45, 46. p. 968. G. 969. A. Vide lib. ii. cap. 
20. p. 79*. I>. 

f Hist. Reel. lib. iii. cap. 5. 

** Lib. ii. cap. 6. p. 780. Ibid. cap. 23. p. 796. E. p. 797, R. lib. iii. cap. 31. 
p. 837. U. lib. iv, cap. 11. p. 871. lib. tji. cap. 30. p. 985* 



Felix had destroyed these thieves, then (saith he) there 
sprang up among them trtpov uIqq Aijotwv, another hind of 
ihieves, called theSicarii, who sjew many of their fellow Jews 
at broad day, in the middle of the city, and especially at the 
feasts; and these thieves also were seditious as well afc 
murderers, threatening death to them who obeyed the Ro- 
mans ; and of them, one Jesus was the leader. 

4. They condemned our Lord- as worthy to die, (Mark 
xiv. 64.) and they themselves were forced to confess, that 
God had condemned their whole nation to death, as hath 
been proved before. 

5. They say of Christ, We have a law, and by our law he 
ought to die; (Johnxix. 7.) and they were so infatuated as 
to conceive, that by their law they ought to die rather than 
yield to the Romans, Josephus* doth himself confess it, 
saying to Vespasian, I am not ignorant of the Jewish law, 
Kal 7rwc (rrparriyoiq inroOviiaKeiv Tipi-rot, and how our com- 
manders ought to die; and when he refused to die with his 
companions, they cry out, 'Q irarpioi vouoi ! t Wliat is now 
become of our laws! Eleazar exhorting them to kill them- 
selves rather than fall into the hands of the Romans, cries 
out, TavO* vfiag oi vojuot Ktkzvovai, X Our laws command us to 
do this. 

6. They condemned him as an enemy to Caesar, and 
they themselves all perished for that crime; for Josephus, 
speaking of the sect of Judas Gaulonites, who allowed 
juovov nyiiiova kol ^atr6ry\v Geov, and chose rather to die than 
acknowledge Caesar, he saith,^ they laid the foundation of 
all the calamities which fell upon their nation; they indeed- 
instigated the people, and even forced them to that war by 
which they were destroyed. 

7. They condemned him as a false prophet, and a de- 
ceiver of the people ; and their own || Josephus often tes- 
tifies, that their false prophets and deceivers were the very 
causes of their ruin. > 

8. They laid their accusations against him and his fol- 
lowers, as persons who profaned, and who designed to 
destroy their temple; and they themselves, as hath been 
shewn already, first horribly profaned it with the blood 
of Jews and gentiles, and then forced the Romans to' 
destroy it; they hastened the slow fire (saith Josephus), and 
even drew it to the temple. 

9. They thought it expedient he should be put to death, 
lest the Romans should come and take away their place and 
nation ; and this expedient brought upon them those very 
Romans who took away their temple and their city, sold 
traaav rr)v yfjv, their whole land, saith Josephus,^ and 
would not suffer them so much as to come into Judea, or 
to the ruins of Jerusalem. Josephus ** doth inform us, that 
they had a prophecy that one of their country should then 
reign over the whole earth; that this caused many to take 
upon them to be kings, and animated the people to that war, 
which brought this ruin on their nation. 



t Cap. 25. p. 851. F. 



• Lib. iii. cap. 27. 

X Lib. vii. cap. 34. p. 993* F. 

§ TSv aZSif xdx£y xATakiityo-wy Jtjac fyi<$>uTiMra>T«. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 1. p. 6 17. 
R. vide lib. vii. cap. 30. p. 984. cap. 34. p. 989. cap. 37. p. 995. - 

(1 AtTiot T>iff amwXiwf. Lib. vii. cap. 30. p. 960. A. lib. ii. cap. f$. p. 796. G. 
797. A. B. C. 

% Lib. vii. cap. 26, 27. 

••\lZex*T* xai^v ixiTyov *tt3 t«c ^a; ti; ayT3» *$}\tw ofewjufv*;, lib. vii. cap. 31. 
p. 961. F. Ivyym Bo^jXiw o Haifa ann-udi, lib. i. p.. 705. D. lib. ii. cap. 6. Gv. 
To U mim &vrws /waM^Trt m fa vly «-JM/x» h yypvp-H, lib. vii. ibid* 
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Lastly, Thoy rejected that Jesus, who camo with the 
glad tidings of salvation to them, and would not hear him 
preaching the words of lifo unto them ; and they wcro 
forced, about seven years together, to hear another Jesus 
sounding forth continually, cKvOpwjn) tj kXijSwv, Sad is the 
omen which I bring from God unto you. Josephus, speak- 
iag of the dreadful prodigies, or, as ho styles them, rwv tov 
Geou >aipvynaTu>v f Go(Ts warning of their approaching deso- 
lation, concludes with tins as rb Traxnwv $ofitp<lmpov the 
most terrible of all ; that four years before tho war, when 
the city was in peace and plenty, one Jesus began at the 
feast of tabernacles to cry, $>mnj h\ 'hpoaoXv/ia, koI tov vabv, 
tf>*jvi) «rt rbv Xabv iravra, a voice against Jerusalem and the 
temple, and against all the people ; and thus he went about 
the city, crying day and night, and being whipped, so that 
his jlesh was torn to the very bones, he neither wept nor 
begged mercy, but at every lash cried out,* A?, a* 'Iepcxro- 
Xvfioic, Woe, woe to Jerusalem, the temple, and the people; 
and that, crying thus above seven years, he never waxed 
hoarse nor weary. Whence even Josephus t concludes 
thus ; If any man considers, he will find that God by many 
icays "shews to men the things which do belong to their peace, 
especially to our nation, but that they perish through their 
own madness and their wilful sins. Now hence we learn, 

That Christ was certainly a prophet sent from God, even 
that prophet, who, according to the predictions of all the 
Jewish records, was to come into the world : against many 
other proofs brought to confirm this truth, the sceptics of 
our age object, that they arc founded on records made by 
the followers of Christ, or the professors of Christianity ; 
and so by persons who might be tempted, in honour of their 
Lord, and for the credit and advantage of Christianity, to 
magnify the things which they related. But here the argu- 
ment is almost wholly built upon records and testimonies 
of Jews and gentiles, the two great enemies of Christian 
faith, and so will not admit of this evasion. Will they 
then say, as Porphyry did of the prophecies of Daniel ? 
Surely the book was written after the things were done. It 
is manifest from history, that the three Evangelists, who 
writ tho history of these predictions of our Lord, were dead 
before the desolation of Jerusalem ; which surely is suffi-. 
cicnt to exclude that only refuge they can fly unto. 



PREFATORY DISCOURSE, 

COKCERNINO 

THE FOUR GOSPELS IN GENERAL, 



GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW IN PAIUTCULAIt 



CONTENTS. 

§. I. The tradition of tho church from tho beginning of tho 
second century shews that tho gospels, then received, 



•Lib. vli.cap. 31. A. B. C. D. 

t T«wrA tic lm£v luffiTi rh ntv ©lor Afyxirxt xr&ifApm xal w&rrdoce wportifxatvorra tS 
e^irifjt yhtt rk rarrif m Ttwf l*tr irofee *a) Jt*x£r al^u^itm faoWvprnvf, lib. vii. 
cap, 31. p. 961. E. 



were only tho four Gospels which wo own. §.II. Tho 
other gospels mentioned in clrarch history do not inva- 
lidate, but rather strengthen, this tradition, they being 
only mentioned after these wcro received, and that as. 
gospels not authentic, not received by the church, or as 
composed by heretics. §. III. Other considerations of- 
fered to strengthen this tradition. §. IV. That these gos : 
pels have been handed down to future generations un- 
corrupted in tho substantial? of faith and manners. 
V.V. Concerning the Gospel of St. Matthew it is in- 
quired, whether it was originally writ by him in Hebrew 
or in Greek; reasons to suspect tho tradition, That it 
was first writ in Hebrew only, and afterward translated 
into Greek'; First, From what is delivered by the chief 
authors of it. §. VI. Secondly, From the tradition itself, 
§, VII. An objection answered. 

CONCERNING the authority of the four Gospels,* un- 
questionably owned as sacred scriptures indited by those, 
apostles and evangelists whose names they bear ; and the 
reason why they, and they only, have obtained to be re- 
ceived as tho authentic records of what our Saviour did, 
and spake, let it be noted, 

First, That Irenaeusf informs us concerning Polycarp, 
that he was made bishop of Smyrna by the apostles, and 
conversed with many who had seen tho Lord. Now from 
him Victor Capuanus J cites a passage, in which we have 
the names of these four Gospels, as we at present do receive 
them, and the beginning of their several Gospels. 

Secondly, That Justin Martyr,^ who, saith Eusebius,(| 
lived j*tr ov voXv rwv aTrotn-oXwv, not long after the apostles, 
shews that these books were then well known by the name 
of Gospels, and as such were read by Christians in their as- 
semblies every Lord's day ; yea, we learn from him that 
they were read by Jews, and might be read by heathens ; and 
that we may not doubt that by the memoirs of the apostles, 
which (saith he) we call Gospels, he meantthese fourreceived 
then in the church, he cites passages out of every one of 
them, declaring that they contained the words of Christ. 

Thirdly, That Irenacus,^ in the same century, not only 

* 'JZfiyfvnc h rSirpofop rxy itc to xari MaT&uov ivayylXtcv, «r IxxXwi«ttjj«> <f>uX£tf-tf-a:v 
xai&Kt, fxota rio-co.?* lUivai itwyycXw fMpTvgiTM, vto sr^C yfi^anr &c i" frapaJaVit fxaBSft 
Vtfl TaJv novfyoer iwtyyf Xta*, a. xai jufiu ataVT}$nra Icrm ir t*T two rh ovfawt cxxXuWa <rov 
Giov. Eosebii Ecclea. Hist. lib. vi. cap. %b. p. 226. eadem ponit Eusebios inter, r£< 
xark rnt ixK>&a-iao«nxTiV inqtoortt 4Xu0e?? k*1 awXierot/c *al hosfAo\9ycvfxha; ypa^Af, 
lib. iii. cap. 25. p. 97. 

t Adv. Htcr. lib. iii. cap. 3. Ed. Ox. p. 203. 

$ " Rationabiliter Evangelistic principiis diverais ntantur,quamvis una eademqoe 
evangelizandi coram probetur lntcntio. Matthteas, ul Hcbrajis acriheus, genealogi» 
Christi ordinem lexuit, ot osleuderet ab ea Christum descendisse progenie, de qua 
eum no citorum universi prophets! cccinerant. Johannes anlem ad Ephesum consti- 
tutus, qai legem tanquam ex Gentibus ignorabant, it causa noslrae redemptionia 
Evangelii aumpsit exordium, qua) causa ex co apparel qund filium suom Deus pro 
nostra aalute voluit incarnari. Lncas vero a Zacharise sacerdotio incipil, ut ejua filii 
rairaculo nativitalis et tauti praedicatoris officii diviuitatcm Christi Gentibus decla- 
raret ; uude et Marcos autiqua prophelici inystcrii compelenlia adventum Christi 
declarat, ut noo nova sed antiquitus proluta ejospraedicatio p^oba^elur.' , Vide notaa 
Grabii in Ireuaeum, p. 205. 

J Oi yif awwrraXei it ro"f yiw/Miotf i>n avrSr totfswpmlftart* * zaM7rai tvayyiMa 
OtfTWf TrafiZ#*av f Ap. 2, Ed. Ox. seel. 86. p. 130. Kal nrn rou Wou \iytpint hpty* 
warron xark n JX«c ft ayp^if (jM&rrxt M t3 alnl avri Xl vnc yinrtu, km rh ^irof^n/xwiC^trra. 
t5? a.mffri'km n rk cvyy?afA.f4ttr* t*» wptyrtrZi avaytrxa-xtrat, §. 87. *EfA.ot yip if^ihno'tt 
irrvxib atroT; t Trvph. Dial. p. 227. et Apol. 1. p. 52. vide a Sections 17. ad sect. 
23. ct per tolain secundam Apol. 

(1 Hist. Ecclea. lib. ii. cap. 13. 

1 " Tanta ast autem circa Evangelia ha;o iirmitaa, at et ipsi hicretici testimonium 
reddant eis, el ex ipsis egredieus unusquisqua eorom couetur suam confinnare doc- 
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cites thera all by name, but declares that there were neither 
more nor less received by the church, and that they were of 
such authority, that though the heretics of his time com- 
plained of their obscurity, depraved them, arid lessened 
their authority, saying, they were written in hypocrisy, and 
in compliance with the errors of those to whom they wrote, 
and with whom they conversed, yet durst they not wholly 
disown them, or deny them to be the writings of those apo- 
stles whoge names they bore. Moreover, he cites passages 
from every chapter of St. Matthew and St. Luke, from four- 
teen chapters of St. Mark, and from twenty chapters of 
St. John. 

Fourthly, That Clemens of Alexandria,* having cited a 
passage from the gospel according to the Egyptians, in- 
forms his reader, that it was not to be found in the four 
Gospels received by the church. 

Fifthly, ThatTatianus,f who flourished in the same cen- 
tury, and before Irenseus, wrote avvafyuav riva koI (rvvayuryyv 
T&v evayytXitov, a catena, or harmony of the gospels, which 
he named, rb Sia ra<T<rapo)v, the gospel gathered out ofthefour 
Gospels. And that the apostolical constitutions name them 
all, and % command thattliey be read in the church, the peo- 
ple standing up at the reading of them. 

Sixthly,That these Gospels, being written (saith Irenseus) 
by the will of God, to be the pillars andfoundation of tlie 
Christian faith, the immediate successors of the apostles, 
who, saith Eusebius,§ did great miracles by the assistance 
of the Holy Ghost, as they performed the work of 
evangelists in preaching Christ to those who had not yet 
heard the word, made it their business, when they had laid 
the foundation of that faith among them, rhv twv Sdwv 
evayytXiwv TrapaSidovcu ypa<j>rjv, to deliver to them in writing 
the holy Gospels. 

§. II. The mention of other gospels bearing the names of 
other apostles, or of gospels used by -other nations, is so 
far from being derogatory from, or tending to diminish the 
tradition of the church concerning these four Gospels, that 
it tends highly to establish and confirm it, as will be evident 
from these considerations : — 

First, That we find no mention of any of these gospels 
till the close of the second century, and of few of them till 
the third or the fourth century ; i. e. not till long after the 
general reception of these four Gospels by the whole church 
of Christ. For Justin Martyr and Irenseus, who cite large 
passages from these four Gospels, makenot'the least men- 
tion of any othcT gospels mentioned either by the heretics 
or by the orthodox. 

Secondly, They who speak of them in the close of the 
second, or in the following centuries, do it still with this re- 
mark, that the gospels received by the tradition of the church 
were only four, and that these belonged not to them, nor to 
the evangelical canon, v. g. Clemens of Alexandria || is 

trinam, — Cam ergo hi, qai conlradicant nobis testimonium, perhibeant et nlantor his, 
firma et vera est nostra de Ulia ostentio, Deque autem plura naniero qaara hxc sunt, 
neqoa rursoa panciora capit esse Evangelic" Lib. iii. cap. 11. p. 220. col. 2. 

* *E> toI? OTa^iJo/Ltiioi j r,fA.Tv riwaprir tUyytXtot; a* *XW t$ fork aXX* jy t» xa* ' 
Aiyvmiw;, Strom. 3. p. 465. 

t Easeb. Hist. Eccl. lib. ir. 

X 'toayiyxrxbu t* li&yyiu* I hyu }A*T$a"i>$ xal Wivu; va^xnetfAtf J/luV, x«) Z ol 
ewtpfH iWxw flrafiiXfl^oric xttTSXit^at vpXf Awxi; xat Mapxo;, xal oVa> ataytmoTUfAtw 
n to iUyyi\M vhrtq ol urgwCuTiPoi, xal o\ JtAxcwi, xal va* 6 X*ic cnxiyveM, lib. ii, 
cap. 57, 

§ Hist. Eccl. lib. iii. cap. 37. [ Strom. 3. p. 465. 



the first ecclesiastical writer who cites the gospel according 
to the Egyptians, and he doth it with this note, that the 
words cited thence, are not to be found in the four Gospels. 
In the same book he cites another passage quoted by the 
heretics, as he conjectures from the same gospel; but 
then he adds, these things they cite ol iravra fiaXXov y rq> 
Kara aXfftuav tvayyzXiKtjt aroi^aavr^g kglvovi, wllO had rather 
follow any thin0 than the true evangelical canon. (Ibid* 
p.453.D.) Origen* is the next that makes mention of them, 
and he doth it with this censure, that they were the gospels 
not of the church, but of the heretics; among these he 
reckons, the gospel according to the Egyptians, the gospel 
of the twelve apostles, the gospel according to St. Thomas and 
Matthias, and others; but, saith he, there are only four, 
from whence we are to confirm our doctrine, nor do I ap- 
prove of any other. "Whence we may learn, that though he 
often cites the gospel to the Hebrews, which, saith St. Je- 
rome, was the same 'with that according to the twelve apo- 
stles, and the gospel according to St. Peter, yet he approved 
of none of them. 

Eusebiusf is the next ecclesiastical writer who speaks 
of other gospels; viz. The gospel according to St. Peter, 
St. Thomas, and Matthias, and also of the acts of Andrew, 
St. John, and oilier apostles; but then, as Origen had told 
us, that the heretics only had them, so he saith, that they 
were published by them, and that they had no testimony 
from those ecclesiastical persons, who continued down tlie 
other gospels in a succession to them, and that the doctrine 
contained in them was much different from the catholic cfoc- 
trine; whence he concludes, thatthey are the inventions of 
heretics, and are not so much as to be ranked among spu- 
rious books, but are to be rejected as wicked and abmrd. 
And, 

First, To begin with the gospel of St Peter; it was, 
saith Eusebius, published by the heretics, and is by no means 
to be placed among the catholic gospels : it is manifest (saith 
Scrapion),J that we received it not from our ancestors, but 
those who learnt and read it, were the Docetce, and the 
Marcionites, who sprang from them : it was the gospel used 
by the Nazarenes, saith Theodoret § 

Secondly, The gospel according to St. Thomas, men- 
tioned by Origen and Eusebius, was, saith St. Cyril,|| the 
work not of St. Thomas the apostle, but of another Tliomas, 



* " Ecclesia qaatoor babel Evangelia, Hscresea plorima ; e quibos qnoddarc acrW 
bitur aecuudom Egvplios, aliod juxta doodecim apostolos Quatoor tantom 

aunt Evangelia probata, £ qaibos aub peraoaa Domini et Salvatoris nostri proferenda 
ant dogmata. Scio quoddam Evangeliam qaod appellator seciwdom Thomam et 
jaxta Mattbiam, el alia plurima lcgiraoa ne quid ignoraro videainor, prnpter eo* 
qoi as potant aliquid scire ai ista cognoverint ; serf in bis omnibua nihil aliud proba- 
nds nisi qaod Ecclesia, id eat, qaatoor tantom Evangelia recipienda." Horn. 1. in 
Procem. Lncsc. fol. 93. D. 

t Keu Tic InfAitTi ofroo-ToX** ffpoc rxf *! 5 lTix5y Vfoa-<pi(OfJiiva$ foot if IIiTpw, xal QxfA*, 

xal Mar^alaVf h xal rtvw 7ttt(a rovrovg aXXar tvayyiXi* t !ta.fi%auff&s— —Z oliiv oliafxxi it 

avyypcifAfx.a?i (f. «.) t»c xara, JiaSo^Af IxxXflff-kwrixa^Tif av^g tU fAvfi/j.nv ayaysTv Jj£tWiv 

— — eiSs Iv w&w; Avra xararajiriw, i\X* auj eiroira travra xal JytrciC? ira,(a,irqriffr. 

Hist. Eccl. lib. iii. cap. 25. p. 97, 98. 

% Ti )i ov^eee-n eturwe (l'etri et aliorum Aposlolorom) -\tvUmty^a. <x>c Ipimpi 7r<*eat- 
T«J/L«9tt, ytfacfl-xows? OTi t* Toutura ol 7Ta^t\a$ofxtv i&WYiQu/xtr yap wap oAXwf 

T«y diTxnTeirrort avro toUt« to tvayytXat rwrieTi wapA t»v haiC^m twv xa,?a$*fx.ivm* 
cturoy, o2f AoK»Taf xaXoiJ/av, ^ua-tt^tvM vafttvTdiv JiiXflitv, apad Euseb. Hist. Eccl. lib. 
vi. cap. 12. p. 213,214. 

§ Her. Fab. lib. 2. cap. 1. 

| 'Ej-fct^ac xal Mctyi^Toi t3 xa.ro. ©»^t*3y tvetyyiUof. Cat eel), iv, p. 38. A, M»Ji>? 
a>a.yno»7xtTcu rl x*Ta OxfxZt tvctyyi'kivr oi yfy %Ttv% i»3c *r»i JfwJixa tt7rwrcX»y, aXXi 
irk Tiwv xaitaV Tp**y tou Mctvx (jAQnr«f. 
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who teas a Manichcan heretic; on %vliicli account he desires 
all Christians not to read it. 

Thirdly, From the same heretics proceeded the gospel 
according to St. Philip, saith Leontius.* It ivas the fiction 
of the Gnostics, saith Epiphanius.f 

Fourthly, The gospel of Matthias was, as Clemens of 
Alexandria intimates^ the workof the Basilidians, or Car- 
pocratians. 

Fifthly, The Proto-Evangelium of St. James is first men- 
tioned by Pope Innocent the First, § among the gospels 
feigned by Lucius the heretic; this he doth in a decree, in 
which he condemns nil these falso gospels, and declares 
who were the authors of them. 

Lastly, The gospel of the twelve apostles, according to 
St. Jerome, is the same with the gospel according to the 
Hebrews, of which we are to speak hereafter. 

Seeing then these four Gospels wcro received, without all 
doubting or contradiction, by all Christians from the be- 
ginning, ns the writings of those apostles and evangelists, 
whose names they bear, and they both owned and || testi- 
fied that they were delivered to them by the apostles as the 
pillars, foundations, and elements, of their faith, and Divine 
writings, even by those who preached that very gospel to 
them, which in theso writings they delivered, or rather by 
that God that enabled them to preach, and directed them 
to indito these Gospels for that end : (2.) seeing they were 
delivered by the immediate successors of the apostles to 
all the churches they converted or established, as a rule 
of faith: (3.) seeing they were read from the beginning, 
as Justin Martyr testifies, in all assemblies of Christ- 
ians; and that not as some other ecclesiastical writings 
were in some assemblies upon some certain days, but in 
all Christian assemblies on the Lord's day, and so must 
early be translated into those languages, .in which alone 
they could be understood by some churches ; viz. the. Sy- 
riac and Latin : (4.) seeing they were generally cited in the 
second century for the confirmation of this faith, and the 
conviction of heretics, and the president of the assemhly 
exhorted those who heard them to do and imitate what 
they heard: (5.) seeing we never heard of any other gospels 
till the close of the second century, and then heard only 
of them With a mark of reprobation, or a declaration that 
they were \Ptv§eiriypa<paj falsely imposed upon the apostles, - 
that they belonged not to the Evangelical Canon, or to the 
gospels delivered to the churches by succession of ecclesi- 
astical persons, or to those gospels which they approved, 
or from which they confirmed their doctrines, but were to 
be rejected as wicked and absurd, and the inventions of 
rank heretics; all these considerations must afford us a 

• He Seelis,p. 432. 

t npeQhpuon J3 i»f InfXA *i\frrnw tUyyi\tcr mirXag-fJthef, Haer. 26. $. 13. p. 95, 

X Aly*»« )*wr **} tst Ma-rQaUr *Dro>f JiSafai, Strom. 3. pu 406. 

$'*C$Dlcra totem, qoiTTe] tab nomine Mattbiie, siteJacobi miooria, vel sob nomine 
Petri, el JoinnU , qase u qood am Locio mot icriptu, rel lab nomine Aadrefc, quso a 
Ktsocbiride el Leonide Philofopliis, Tel tab nomino Thomas icripla Bant, el si 
qo;c iqdI ilia, non aolam rejicicndi, Tcram etiam novitalii esie damoanda." De- 
crrt. 27. % 

I '* Per qaoi Et angeliora perreoil ad nos, qood quidem tnnc pnecooiaverunl, postca 
rero per Dei rolantatera in acriptia nobis Iradideront fuodara ntom et col d mot m fidei 
noslnc (alarum." Irico. »dr. Hrr. lib. ill. cap. 2. " Quid nutem si neqiie Apnatoti 
Scriptural nnhi« reliqoisseot, M cap. 4. IttJXk U x*I <rrf<«y/t** U*\ n a-U< t* iwtyylXiOV— 
1% Zt Qanpr tri t" rSj Air*rr*T ittflrtx a£?*c— i2«**v hfxXt TiTpA/tzop^w to lUyylXw, 
cap. 11. Ed. O a. p. 221. col. 1. lib. t. 2t«x«"* t?c irfxnwc UxXiwkr I£ «? ctoi^imt » 
*r3j awfrniM xlffMt h X(w*t* JWTaXX»yil? t* Oiw. Orjg. in Joan. Edit. Huct. p. 5. 



sufficient demonstration, that all Christians then had an un- 
questionable evidenco that they>vcre the genuine works of 
those apostles and evangelists, whose names they bore, and 
so were worthy to be received as the records of their faith. 
And then what reason can any persons of succeeding ages 
have, to question what was so universally acknowledged 
by those, who lived so near to that very age in which these 
Gospels were indited, and who received them under the 
character of tho holy and divine Scriptures? 

§. III. And yet even to this general and uncontrolled 
tradition we mayj add farther strength from these consi- 
derations ; 

First, That since our Jesns was a prophet, or a teacher 
sent from God, he must have left unto his church some re- 
cords of his Father's will; this king Messiah being to reign 
for ever, must have some laws by which his subjects must 
bo for ever governed; this Saviour of the world must have 
delivered to.the world the terms on which they may obtain 
the great salvation purchased by him; or he must be ifi 
vain a Prophet, King, and Saviour; and so some certain 
records of those laws and those conditions of salvation 
must be extant. Now unless these Gospels, and other 
scriptures of the New Testament, contain these laws, they 
must be wholly lost, and we mu§t all be left under a ma- 
nifest impossibility of knowing, and so of doing his will, 
and of obtaining those blessings he hath promised to them 
that do it. For to say tradition might supply the want of 
writing, is to contradict experience; since the traditions of 
the Jews made void that word of God they had received 
in writing, and then how reasonable is it to believe they 
would have much more done it, had no such -writing been 
delivered? Moreover, our blessed Lord spake many things 
which were not written; ho taught the multitude by the sea, 
Mark iL 13. beyond Jordan, Mark x. 1. in the synagogues 
of Galilee, Luke iv.15. at Nazareth, ver. 22. at Capernaum, 
ver.3L out of Simon 9 s ship, Luke v. 3. and very often in the 
temple, John vii. 14. viii. 2. He interpreted to the two 
disciples going to Emmaus throughout all the Scriptures 
the things concerning him, Luke xxiv. 27. He discoursed 
to his disciples after his resurrection, touching the things of 
the kingdom of God, Acts i. 3. St. John assures us there 
were exceeding many miracles that Jesus did which were 
not written, xx. 30. Now whereas all those miracles and 
sermons which w r cre written are entirely preserved, and 
firmly believed, tradition hath not preserved one miracle 
or sermon to us which was never written, and therefore can 
bo no sure record of the doctrine or tho laws of Christ. 
In a word, it is evident, that even tho church catholic hath 
lost a tradition delivered to her by St. Paul ; for, in his Se- 
cond Epistle to the Thessalonians, ii. 5, 6. he saith, J told 
you these things (concerning antichrist) when I xvas with 
you, and noxo ye know what letteth, or hindereth, his appear- 
ance ; he also intimates in this epistle, and by his exhorta- 
tion to hold fast these traditions, ver. 15. that thoy wero of 
great moment to be known, and be retained; and yet these 
traditions have neither been retained by the Roman nor 
by the catholic church; and it is confessed by Anselm,* 
and by Esthius on the place, that though the Thessalonians 
knew it, yet we knew it not; so that the tradition which 



* " Nos nescimo* qood illi sciebanl." Anaclm. 
censes, at not nescimas. 1 ' Esthias. 
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the church received from this apostle touching this matter, 
is wholly lost; how therefore can she be relied on as a sure 
preserver, and a true teacher of traditions, which hath con- 
fessedly lost one of great moment deposited with the Thes- 
salonians, and the primitive church? 

Secondly, That it was necessary that the Christian doc- 
trine or revelation should be preserved in some writing, 
may fairly be concluded from the Holy Scriptures; for if 
St. Paul thought it necessary to write to the church of 
Rome, to put them- in remembrance of the grace given to 
them,(Rom. xv. 15.) as also to send to his Corinthians in 
writing, the things they had heard, and did acknowledge, 
(2 Cor. i. 13.) and to write the same things which he had 
taught to his Philippians: (iii. 1.) if St. Peter thought it 
needful to write to the Jewish converts, to testify to them 
that it was the grace of God in ivhich they stood, (1 Pet. v. 
12.) and to stir up their sincere minds by way of remem- 
brance, that they might be mindful of the commands of the 
apostles of our Lord and Saviour, (2 Pet; iii .1, 2.) though they 
at present knew them, and were established in the truth; 
(2 Pet. i. 12, 13.) and St. Jude to write to the same per- 
sons, to mind them of the common salvation: (ver. 3.) if the 
beloved evangelist closcth his gospel with these words, 
These things were written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, and, believing, might have life through his name; 
surely these persons could not but think it necessary that 
the essential doctrines of Christianity should be written ; 
and yet wc are sure they only have been written in those 
gospels and other scriptures contained in the canon of the 
books of the New Testament: and therefore we cannot 
reasonably doubt of their authority. Add to this, 

That the apostles, and that Holy Spirit who did assist 
them in the inditing of these gospels for the church's use, 
could not be wanting in causing them to be transmitted to 
those Christians for whose iJse they were indited ; because 
they could not be wanting to pursue the end for which they 
were indited: for they being therefore written that they 
might know the certainty of those things in which they liad 
been instructed, (Luke i.4.) and partly to engage them more 
firmly to believe that Jesus was the Christ, they must very 
early commit them to those churches for whose sake they 
were written. 

Thirdly, It is evident that the immediate succeeding age 
could not be ignorant of what was thus delivered to them 
by the church from the apostles, as the pillar and the 
ground of faith; nor is it easy to conceive that either they 
would have thus received them, had the apostles given 
them no sufficient indication of them, or that they would 
have been esteemed so presently the charters of the Christ- 
ian faith, had not the apostles delivered them unto the 
churches under that character. 

Lastly, We have good reason to suppose, that the pro- 
vidence of God, which was so highly interested in the pro- 
pagation of the Christian faith, and making of it known to 
the world, would not permit false records of that faith to 
be so early and so generally imposed upon the Christian 
world. 

$.IV. From the same tradition we, with the strongest 
evidence of reason, may conclude, that these four gospels, 
and the other Scriptures received then without doubt or 
contradiction by the church, were handed down unto them 
uncorrupted in the substantial of faith and manners. For, 

vox., v. 



1. These records being once so generally dispersed through 
all Christian churches, though at a great distance from each 
other, from the beginning of the second century. 2. They 
being so universally acknowledged and consented to" by 
men of curious parts and different persuasions. 3. They 
beingprcserved in their originals in the apostolical churches, 
among whom, saith Tertullian,* " authenticse eorum liters© 
recitantur," their original letters are recited; it being not to 
be doubted but they who received the originals from the 
apostles, and who had authentic copies of them given to 
them by their immediate successors, would carefully pre- 
serve them to posterity. 4; They being multiplied into di- 
vers versions almost from the beginning, as we may ratio- 
nally conclude ; because the church of Rome, and other 
churches which understood not the original Greek, being 
founded in the apostles' days, could not be rationally sup- 
posed to be long without a version of those Scriptures 
which were to be read by them in public and in private. 5. 
They being esteemed by them as " digesta nostra," their 
law books, saith Tertullianjf " libri deifici deificae Scrip- 
turae," books which instructed them to lead a Divine life, say 
the martyrs, and believed by all Christians to be Suae 
ypa<pdl, divine Scriptures, saith Origen,| and therefore as 
the records of their hopes and fears. G. They being so 
constantly rehearsed in their assemblies by men whose 
work it was to read and preach, and to exhort to the per- 
formance of the duties they enjoined. 7. They being so 
diligently read by Christians, and so rivetted in their memo- 
ries, that Eusebius§ mentions some who had them all by 
heart. 8.* They being, lastly, so frequent in their writings, 
and so often cited bylrenseus, Clemens of Alexandria, and 
Origen, as now wc have them, itmust be certain from these 
considerations -that they were handed down to succeeding 
generations pure and uncorrupt. 

* And indeed these things render us more secure, that the 
Scriptures were preserved entire from designed corruption, 
than any man can be that the statutes of the land, or any 
other writings, histories, or records whatsoever, have been 
so preserved ; because the evidence of them depends upon 
more persons, and they more holy, and so less subject to 
deceive, and more concerned that they should not be cor- 
rupted, than men have cause to be concerned for other re- 
cords ; and so we must renounce all certainty of any re- 
cord, or grant that it is certain these are genuine records of 
the Christian faith. Moreover, this supposed corruption 
of the word of God, or substitution of any other doctrine 
than what hath been delivered by the apostles, could not 
be done by any part or sect of Christians ; but they, who 
had embraced the faith and used the true copies of the word 
of God in other churches of the Christian world, must have 
found out the cheat - y and therefore this corruption, if it 
were at all affected, must be the work of the whole bulk of 
Christians ; whereas it cannot rationally be supposed, that 
the immediate succeeding ages should universally conspire 
to substitute their own inventions for the word of God, and 
yet continue steadfast in, and suffer so much for, that faith 
which denounced the severest judgments against them who 



* De Prescript, cap. 36. 

+ Adv. Marcion. lib. iv. cap. 3. Passio. S, Ficlicis Episc.Fabyz. Ed. Ox. p. 47, 48. 

% Adv. Cels. lib. iii. p. 138. 
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did corrupt this word ; or, that so many men should, with the 
hazard of their lives and fortunes, avouch the gospel, and 
at the same time make such a change even in the framo 
and constitution of this doctrine, as made it ineffectual 
both to themselves and their posterity; nor can it reason- 
ably bo thought, that they should venture upon that which, 
were the gospel true or false, must needs expose them 
to the greatest evils whilst they continued abettors of it. 
Lastly, that theso sacred records of tho word of God have 
not been so corrupted as to cease to bo a rule of faith and 
manners, we argue from the providence of God; for nothing 
seems more inconsistent with tho wisdom and goodness of 
God, than to inspire his servants to write the Scriptures for 
a rule of faith and manners for all future ages, and to re- 
quire the belief of the doctrine, and tho practice of the rules 
of life plainly contained in it, and yet to suffer this di- 
vinely-inspired rule to bo insensibly corrupted in things 
necessary to faith or practice. Who can imagine that that 
God, who sent his Son out of his bosom to declare this 
doctrine, and his apostles by the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit to indite and preach it, and by so many miracles 
confirmed it to tho world, should suffer any wicked persons 
to corrupt and alter any of those terms on which the hap- 
piness of mankind depended ? This sure can bo esteemed 
rational by none but such as think it not absurd to say, that 
God repented of his good-will and kindness to mankind in 
the vouchsafing of the gospel to them; or that he so far 
maligned the good of future generations, that he suffered 
wicked men to rob them of all the good intended to them 
by this declaration of his will : for, since thoso very 
Scriptures which have been received as the word of God, 
and used by the church as such from the first ages of it, 
pretend to be the terms of our salvation, Scriptures in- 
dited by men commissionatcd from Christ, and such as did 
avouch themselves apostles by the will of God, and his 
command for the delivery of the faith of God's elect, and 
for the knowledge of the truth which is after godliness, in 
hope of life eternal, they must bo in reality the word of 
God, or Providence must have permitted such a forgery, 
as rendereth it impossible for us to perform our duty in 
order to salvation; for if the Scripture of tho New Testa- 
ment should be corrupted in any essential requisite of faith 
or manners, it must cease to make us wise vnto salvation, 
and so God must have lost the end which he intended in 
inditing it. Tho objections which the papists make on 
account of the various lections, I presume arc fully an- 
swered by Dr. Mills ; and can be answered by him alone, 
since others must not be allowed to blow upon his learned 
book upon that subject. 

%. V. And this is all, which I think necessary to be said, 
concerning the four gospels in the general. I proceed 
now to the consideration of that great question, Wlicther 
the gospel of St. Matthew was by him writ in Hebrew, or in 
the Syriac language, and only was by others afterward 
translated into Greek? 

Mr. Du Pin* informs us, that all the ancients with one 
consent assure us that he wrote in Hebrew ; Papius, St. 
Irenocus, Origcn, Euscbius, St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Epi- 
phanius, St. Jerome, St. Austin, St. Chrysostom, the au : 
thor of the Latin Commentary on St. Matthew, which is as- 

• History of (be Canon, vol, it. chap. J, p. 28. 



cribed to St. Chrysostom, and tho author of tho Synopsis 
of tho Scripture, which bears thcjiamc of Athanasius, are 
a cloud of witnesses, who depose that St. Matthew wrote 
his gospel in Hebrew : but then ho adds, That the original 
Hebrew of the gospel according to St. Matthew was lost ; 
and after the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, becoming 
useless, there was no care taken to preserve it. And saith, 
p. 36. It is certain that the Greek version weliave is as an- 
cient as the times of the apostles, that it was published from 
the beginning of the church in all Christian nations, that it 
was looked upon as good as an original by the Greeks and 
Latins, that it was preserved without any alteration, and 
always looked upon as authentic and canonical, whereas the 
original Hebrew continued not long the same that it was left 
by St. Matthew. 

Now as for this cloud of witnesses, I shall, first, con- 
sider the chief of them apart, and then discourse of this 
supposed tradition in the bulk. Now, 
. ; The first witness is Papias, that man of fables, saith Eu- 
scbius,* who vouchcth, that»Stf. Matthew writ his oracles in 
the Hebrew tongue, npfxrivtvae Se avra ekciotoc <I>c tjSuvaro, and 
every one interpreted them as he teas able; from which 
words it is evident, that he knew nothing of any authentic 
version of this gospel approved by the apostles, and 
looked upon as authentic and canonical by the church ; 
for after that, every one could not be left to interpret the 
Hebrew as he could. He also plainly in this passage doth 
suppose, that the Hebrew copy of St. Matthew was neither 
then lost nor adulterated and corrupted by additions, de- 
falcations, or interpolations, or must own that every one 
then used a copy so corrupted ; and if he could be ignorant 
or mistaken in matters of so great importance, why might 
ho not be so in saying, this gospel was first written in a 
language he understood not ? 

Irenoeusf is the second witness who saith, that St. Mat- 
thew put forth his gospel among the Hebrews, r£ iStq. SioXIktoj 
ai)Tu>v, in their own tongue; and that the Ebionites used 
u eo Evangelio quod est secundum Matthasam/* that very 
gospel according to St. Matthew, which was writ in Hebrew; 
this he saith twicc,J without any intimation that it was in- 
terpolated or corrupted by them. Now here, saith the 
learned Mr. Grabe,§ the Nazarenes and Ebionites easily im- 
posed upon Irenceus, and other fathers who understood not 
the Hebrew tongue. But after more mature consideration 
of the matter, he saith, He thinks with Iren<eus, that the 
Ebionites did use the gospel of St. Matthew, though not en- 
tire and uncorrupted, and finds, that Eusebius and St. Je- 
rome, and our modern writers, were mistaken in making the 
gospel to the Hebrews which the Nazarenes used, and the 
gospel which the Ebionites abused, one and the same. And 
yet Epiphanius || expressly saith of the Ebionites, they used 
only the gospel of St. Matthew, and called it the gospel ac- 
cording to the Hebrews, as it tndy is. So that either Eu- 
scbius, Epiphanius, and St. Jerome, must be mistaken in 



• KaX rivi *XXA TtafariBttrai fxv6ixvrt£a. Hisl. Keel, lib. iii. cap. 39. p. 112. 

t Adv. Htcr. lib. iii. cap. 1. 

% Lib. i. cap. 2<j. el lib. iii. cap. 11. p. 220. cot. 2. 

$ " Sicque lrenico el aliis palribos Hebraicio Linguae iguaris facile imposueronl 
nt crediderint cos ipso Maltluei EvaDgelio nti." Spicil. Palrom primi scculi. p. 21. 
el Not. in Irenscom, lib. i. cap. 26. 
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this matter, which is sufficient to invalidate their testi- 
mony, or Irenaeus must be himself mistaken ; and then he 
much more might be so in speaking of a language that he 
understood not. 

Origen* is the third witness who indeed saith, That the 
first gospel was writ by St. Matthew, and that he gave it to' 
the Jewish converts composed in the Hebrew tongue; but 
he doth not say, it was written either first, or only in that 
tongue: thus therefore I am willing to compound the mat- 
ter, that the gospel of St. Matthew, being written for all 
nations in the Greek, as a tongue common to most of them, 
was also given for the use of those Jews who only under- 
stood their mother-tongue in Hebrew. 

Eiisebius+ is the next witness who saith, That Mattheio 
delivered his gospel to the Jews in their own tongue; but 
then that the gospel then retained in Hebrew, was indeed 
the gospel according to the Hebrews, or the same gospel of 
St Matthew which the Ebionites used, and called the gos- 
pel according to St. Matthew, is plain fromj comparing the 
words of Eusebius and Theodoret with those of Irenaeus; 
though I confess Theodoret seems to make a distinction 
betwixt the Ebionites, — who held that our Lord was born of 
Joseph and Mary, who used the gospel according to the 
Hebrews ; i. e. that gospel of the Nazarenes from which, 
saith Epiphanius,§ they had cut off the genealogy of St. 
Matthew, — and the Ebionites, who held that Christ ivas born 
of a virgin; and saith they used the gospel according to St; 
Matthew: and yet of this distinction Irenaeus saith nothing, 
and Eusebius plainly contradicts it, such a confusion and 
conflict are there among the ancients in this matter, Euse- 
bius [| proceeds to tell us, that they of the Jews who received 
Christ, chiefly embraced to KaQ y 'Efipaiovg zvayytktov, the'gos- 
pel according to the Hebrews; and that Hegesippus, a man 
of the first succession from the apostles, cited passages^ Ik 
tov icaO* 'Efipaiovt: zvayyzklov, from the gospel according to 
the Hebrews. Now these things shew, that though he knew 
this gospel contained many things, which were not in the 
Greek copy of St. Matthew, yet was it free from any ad- 
ditions which did corrupt the faith; for otherwise he could 
not have spoke so honourably 6f Hegesippus, or so mildly 
of those other Christians which made use of it : and there- 
fore though he saith that some put the gospel according to 
the Hebrews amongst the books contradicted, as they did 
also the Revelation of St. John; yet by saying this, he 
plainly insinuates, that other ecclesiastical writers owned 
it; nor doth he rank it among** rae lv ovtfjuari a7ro<rroA<ov 
7rpoc rwv alptTiK&v irpo<pzpofx(vag, the scriptures introduced 
by the heretics under the name of the apostles, as he doth 
the gospels of St. Peter, St. Thomas, and Matthias, as know- 
ing, what St. Jerome doth assure us, that it was called, or 
esteemed by most men, the gospel according to St. Mattheio. 

Epiphaniusff is another witness, who saith, T/ie gospel of 
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St. Matthew was writ in Hebrew ; but then he adds, that 
the Nazarenes had the fullest copy of it, and kept it till his 
time, as it was first written in the Hebrew tongue. Now be 
it, as Mr. Grabe and Petavius affirm, that in this ho [was 
deceived by them, and that it was the fault of it to be so 
full; yet as this shews that it passed then under the name 
of St. Matthew's gospel, so doth it also shew, how easy it 
was for these witnesses to be imposed on in this matter. 

St. Jerome* is another witness, that the gospel of St. 
Matthew tvas writ in Hebrew' words and letters: and then 
he adds, 

First, That it was (in his time) uncertain who translated 
it tnto Greek. 

Secondly, That the very manuscript ivas till his time pre- 
served in the Cesarean library, gathered by Pamphilus the 
martyr; and that the Nazarenes, who used it at Bercea,* 
gave him the liberty to transcribe it, and that this very 
book was by most thought to be the gospel according to St, 
Matthew. 

Thirdly, That the scriptures cited in this gospel, both in 
the person of the evangelist and of our Lord, were exactly 
according to the Hebrew, and not according to the Septua- 
gint, as it might reasonably be expected it would be in a 
Hebrew gospel, written for the use of them who only owned 
the Hebrew Bible as authentic. 

Fourthly, That he himself not only transcribed it from 
the Cesarean copy, but after turnedit into Greek and Latin. 

Fifthly, From this Hebrew gospel, he cites these pas- 
sages ; First, The mother of our Lord and his brethren said 
to him, John the Baptist baptizethfor the remission of sins, 
let us go and be baptized of him; and he answered, In what 
have I sinned, that I should go and be baptized of him ? 
Secondly, TJte man tvho came to Christ with the withered 
hand was a mason, and said to Christ, I am a mason, who 
get my living by my labour; I pray thee heal me, that I may 
not be constrained to beg. Thirdly, That the apostle James 



* " Matthaeas Apoatolaa primua in Judaea propter cos, qui ex circumcisione credi- 
derant, Evangelism Cliriati Hebraicis literia verbisque composuit, quad quia pustea 
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bodie in Cseaariensi Bibliotheca, qoam Fatnpbilus Martyr stadiosissime confecit. 
Mihi quoqoe a Nazaraeia, qui in Benca orbe Syriae boo volumine atuntur, descri- 
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aona eoa f sire ex peraona Dnmini Salvatorisveteris Scripture Testitnoniisulitur; non 
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liam precans. Csementarioa eram manibua victom qaaeritaus, precor te Jesu ut mibi 
reatitnaa aauitatem, ne turpiter mendicem oibos." In Matt. xii. 13. vide eund. in 
Isa. xi. F. 22. B. in Matt, xxvii. F. 38. D. 
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Grsecum Latinumque aermonem translatum est, quo et Origenes sacpeutitor, rcfert, 
Dominus cum dediaset sjndonern servo Sacerdotia ivit ad Jacobum, et apparoit ei, 
jaraverat enira Jacobua se non comeaturura panem ab ilia bora qua biberat calicem • 
Domini, donee videret earn resorgentera h mortals." Catalog. V. Jacobus. 

"In Evangelio eorum quod Ilebnxo aermone conscriptum legunt Nazarrei, baeo 
aoripta reperimos; factum eat autem, com deacendisset Dominua de aqua, desoendit 
fons omuls Spiritfia Sancti, et requierit aopcr eum } et dixit illi, Fili mi in ownibas 
Prepbe^ia expectabam te ut venires, et requicscerem aaper te, ta es enim reqaies 
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F. 22. B. and F. 67. L. and F. 188. 1. 
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had sworn, after he had received the sacrament from the 
hands of Christ, that he woirid not eat bread till he had seen 
Christ risen from the dead; and that therefore our Lord ap- 
peared to him. Fourthly, That in this gospel it was reckoned 
amongst the highest crimes, to make sad the heart of our bro- 
ther. Fifthly, That in this gospel it was said, not only that 
the rail of the temple was rent at our Lord's death; but also 
that the lintel over the temple being very great was broken. 
In fine, he saith, That Jesus being come out of the water, 
the source of the Holy Gfiost descended upon him, rested on 
him, and said to him, My Son, I expected you in all the 
prophets, to the end, that being come I might rest upon you; 
for you are my Rest, and my first-born Son, who reigns for 
ever. Now this is the only place which seems to vary from 
the doctriue of the church; and this Origeu expounds. 
(Com. in Job, p. 58. D.) The other fathers which seem to 
avouch this tradition come too late, and are not consider- 
able enough to be examined apart: I therefore shall only 
make some remarks on what St. Jerome hath delivered. 
And, 

First, Whereas he says, It was uncertain who translated 
this gospel of St. Matthew, writ in Hebrew, into Greek; 
hence we observe, that there is little reason to depend on 
what later writers have said on this matter; and therefore 
Mr. Du Pin freely confesses, p. 36. That whereas it is said 
in the abridgment of the Scriptures ascribed to Athanasius, 
that it was made by St. James, bishop of Jerusalem; by 
Theophylact* is ascribed to St. John; and by Anastasius 
the Sinaite, is ascribed to St Luke and St. Paul; all this 
is spoken without ground. 

Secondly, Whereas he says, This was the copy which the 
Nazarenes and the Ebionites used, and that mostpersom did 
esteem it the gospel, and the authentic copy of St. Matthew: 
hence it must follow, that they had then a copy, which then 
passed commonly under the name of the gospel according 
to St. Matthew. 

Thirdly, Whereas he citeth from this gospel many pas- 
sages, which are not, as he cites them, to be found in the 
gospel of St. Matthew approved by the church; hence it 
must follow, they had added to St. Matthew's gospel many 
things from tradition which were not recorded in the au- 
thentic gospel of St. Matthew; and this seems probably to 
be the thing Eusebius intended, when he said, that Hege- 
sippus cited many things from the Hebrew gospel, and from 
the unwritten traditions of the Jews; so that this gospel ac- 
cording to the Hebrews, seems not to me, as Mr. Grabef 
and Du Pin do conjecture, to have been a gospel wholly 
different from that of St. Matthew, writ or translated by 
him into Hebrew for their use, as were, saith Epiphanius,| 
the gospel of St. John, and the Acts of the Apostles; but only I 
the gospel of St. Matthew used by the Ebionites, who de- I 
nied that Christ was born of a pure virgin, and therefore 
struck out the genealogy of St. Matthew; and the same 
gospel used by the Nazarenes, with many additions they 
had received from tradition, and upon that account placed 
by many ecclesiastical writers among the writings contra- 
dicted, and in those matters in which it differed from the 
Greek and authentic copy, was of no authority in matters 
which concerned the Christian faith. 
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t Spicileg. Palrom primi Sec. p. VI — 24. 



Iter. 30. Sect. 3. ride infra. 



§. VI. To proceed therefore to the consideration of this 
tradition in the bulk, let it bo note£, 

First, That this is a tradition that an inspired apostle 
wrote a large gospel by the afflatus of the Holy Ghost in 
Hebrew, and yet that Providence which hath preserved all 
the other canonical books both of the Old and of the New 
Testament in their original languages, and that church 
which hath handed down all the other books of the New 
Testament, even those which are comprised in ono single 
chapter in the same language, have suffered the original 
of this large gospel to be lost within forty years, saith Mr. 
Du Pin, after it was written ; as if it had been only written 
to be buried in the tomb of Barnabas, according to the tale 
of Theodorus Lector* in the sixth century; or to be car- 
ried by St. Bartholomewf unto the Indians, on that account 
more fortunate than other Christians ; and yet unfortunate 
in this, that when they had it, they understood not a word 
of it; whence, even Du Pin saith, there is no appearance 
of truth in that story, p. 32. 

Secondly, It is a tradition of a gospel written in Hebrew 
by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, for the use of the con- 
verted Jews; and yet, after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
it became useless, saith Du Pin, and so no care was taken 
to preserve it : yea, it was a gospel written for their use, 
and to supply the absence of St. Matthew; and yet, as far 
as doth appear, none of them ever had, or used it, unless it 
also was the gospel according to the Hebrews ; for the con- 
verted Jews used that gospel, saith Eusebius; and Hege- 
sippus appears, saith he, to have been one of the Jewish 
converts; because he cites all his passages out of the gospel 
according to the Hebrews: the Ebionites, say Eusebius, 
Epiphanius, and Theodorct, used only the gospel according 
to the Hebrews; this was the gospel, saith St. Jerome, 
which the Nazarenes read, and which both they and the 
Ebionites used : and yet this gospel is put among the books 
contradicted by Eusebius. It is of no authority to prove 
any matter of faith, saith Origen, J and may be received 
or not. To avoid these consequences, Du Pin and Mr. 
Grabe contend, that the gospel according to the Hebrews 
was distinct from the gospel according to St. Matthew; but 
this is evidently to contradict the testimonies of Irenasus 
and Theodoret, who say, the Ebionites used the gospel of St. 
Matthew; and of Epiphanius, who says, they used the 
gospel according to the Hebreivs, and called it the gospel 
according to St. Matthew; and of St. Jerome, who saith, 
it was by most reputed the gospel according to St. Matthew. 
It was not indeed the true authentic gospel of St. Matthew, 
received without contradiction by the church, for that was 
only the Greek copy; it was not a copy of St. Matthew's 
gospel, free from additions and interpolations, which they 
had put into it from tradition, which is all that the argu- 
ments of Du Pia and others prove; but yet, I say, it was 
that very gospel which the Nazarenes read, and which was 
kept in the Cesarean library as the gospel according to St. 
Matthew, and which the Ebionites used as such ; nor can 
any man prove from antiquity, that either the Christian fa- 



* Collectan.lib. ii.p. 104. 

t llieron. V. Barthol. Eoseb. Hist. Eccl. lib. v. cap. 10. 

X " In Evangelio quodam qood dicitor secundum Hebncos, si tamen placet alieni 
reeipere Hlud non ad aucturitateni, sed ad manifest ationem proposHtc qowsiionis." 
Horn. 8. in Malt. P. 21. D. 
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thers knew of, or that the Jewish converts ever used, any 
other Hebrew gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Epiphanius indeed saith,* Tliat the Nazarenes had the 
gospel according to St. Matthew, TrXripi^aTov'EfipaKJTt, most 
full in Hebrew, and that tJiey had preserved it from the be- 
ginning, as it ivas writ in Hebrew, till his time: but Peta- 
viusf truly notes, that this was his mistake, that gospel not 
being pure, but depraved, and was indeed no other than the 
gospel according to the Hebrews; and that this was so, is 
evident, partly from his own confession, that for any thing 
he kneiv to the contrary, the Nazarenes had cut off from it 
the genealogy from Abraham to Christ ; and partly from the 
additional passages so often cited 'by St. Jerome from 
that gospel, which the Nazarenes read and used : and this 
also confutes another salvo, which some have invented by 
a distinction, which, without ground, they make betwixt 
the gospel according to the Hebrews, and the gospel accord- 
ing to the Nazarenes. 

Now from what I have thus discoursed, I argue thus, 
Either the gospel of St. Matthew, supposed to be origin- 
ally written in Hebrew, contained in it the passages cited 
from the gospel of the Nazarenes, or the gospel according 
to the Hebrews, or it did not ; if it did not, then it is cer- 
tain, that the gospel retained in Hebrew by the Nazarenes 
and Ebionites, as the gospel according to St. Matthew, was 
not the same with his original gospel. Then, secondly, 
Seeing St. Jerome twice informs us, that it was the very au- 
thentic copy of St. Matthew, and was by most judged to be 
so; and Eusebius saith, that this gospel according to the 
Hebrews was only by some rejected, as also was the Re- 
velation of St. John; it follows, that most Christians as to 
the matter must be then mistaken. 

But if the original gospel of St. Matthew did contain 
these passages, then it is certain, that the Greek copy ap- 
proved by the apostles, and received by the universal 
church, cannot be the true or authentic gospel of St. Mat- 
thew, seeing it must be then deficient in many things con- 
tained in the true Hebrew gospel ; and so it must be granted, 
that the apostles approved, and the church received, a 
gospel, which wanted many passages contained in the ori- 
ginal, according to St. Matthew, written by the assistance 
or inspiration of the Holy Ghost. 

Thirdly, It was written in Hebrew, saith this tradition, 
for the use of the circumcision ; and yet it was not written 
by St J James, the bishop of the circumcision, nor by St. 
Peter, or St. John, the apostles of the circumcision, but by 
St. Matthew, the publican ; yea, it was written in Hebrew for 
them for whom both their own bishop, and these apostles 
of the circumcision, wrote in Greek. 

Fourthly, It was written, saith this tradition, by the di- 
rection of the Holy Ghost, and interpreted, saith the pre- 
tended Athanasius, by James the brother of our Lord; 
saith Anastasius Sinaita, by St. Luke ; by St. John, saith 
Theophylact, upon hearsay ; and all of them without 
ground, saith Du Pin, p. 36. It is unknown by whom it 
was translated, saith St. Jerome ; it was not translated 



* "Eymia-i if t5 x*t* MaT&uW tbtyythw ir\n£io"raTQi *E£pa(orl, vttp avroif yfy a**- 
$3$ taCto, xaQxs \\ fyxjis iyffyn* E#gaijwfij yga^tacrty, Xtt <rx{trai t eJx o»7S* H tl Kttl rat 
yma\9yU$ Airl tou *A0feta/ji ky$ toD X^is-rev wignTXw. Hscr. 29. *ect. ult. 

t "Neqoe rtrb param Matthsci Evangeliam, at existimasse videtor Epiphanias, 
ted ab illis depravalnm, qood ETingelinm xar& 'E&paUvs appellat Eascbius, Nsza- 
ncorom ETangelium neqaaqaam Matlbai germannm fait." NoL ad IIxt. 29. N. 9. 



(saith Papias), but every one interpreted it as he could; and 
yet that of Baronius* is certain, that if the Hebrew alone 
teas the original of St. Matthew, we cannot say the Greek 
is the true copy of St. Matthew, but by our assurance that it 
agrees with the original. Now if it were not at all trans- 
lated, as Papias saith, or were translated only by an un- 
known hand, as St. Jerome saith ; or if we have only one 
single person of a later date, who ascribes this version to 
an apostolical person, and he both doth it without ground, 
and is contradicted by two, who attribute this version to 
another, — can this be any sure foundation that we have any 
copy which agrees with the original ? 

It is said, indeed, that the apostles approved of the Greek 
version ; I answer, that they and the whole church approved 
of the Greek gospel of St. Matthew; I believe; but what 
single authors, say they, approved of any version? yea, 
what author before St. Jerome and the false Athanasius 
speaks of any version from the Hebrew? All antiquity cite 
this gospel according to the Greek, and speak of the gospel 
according to the Hebrew as a thing not of authority, or not 
received without contradiction; but I know not one'who 
saitb the gospel used by the church was a version from the 
Hebrew; and from this long silence, and from the discord 
and ungrounded sayings of those single witnesses, who 
after the fourth century speak of a version, I conclude the 
Greek, we now have, was no version, but the original 
gospel of St. Matthew, written by him for the use of the 
whole church of God ; and that the Hebrew copy, if he 
wrote any, was written for the use of the circumcision only : 
so that it being in the hands of the Jews only, and under- 
stood by them alone, and they being, saith Justin Martyr, f 
the worst sort of Christians, i.e. retainers of Judaism with 
Christianity, and they in whose hands the gospel chiefly 
was, being Nazarenes and Ebionites, might, from the tradi- 
tions which obtained among them, add to it, or from their 
principles be induced to change and to corrupt it. Or, 

Lastly, To speak freely what I conceive most probable, 
as the canonical books of the Old Testament were written 
originally in Hebrew, but when the pure Hebrew became 
unintelligible to the vulgar, and when the dispersion of the 
Jews had distinguished them into Hebrews, which *use3 
their mother-tongue, and Hellenists, who understood only 
the Greek tongue, the Chaldee version was used in the sy- 
nagogues of the Hebrews, and the Greek by the Hellenists ; 
so this distinction continuing after Christ's ascension, some v 
of the Scriptures,wtitten originally in the Greek for the use 
of both Jew and gentile, were translated into the mixed He- 
brew ; and as they had, saith Epiphanius, J the gospel of St. 
John and the 'Acts of the Apostles in Hebrew ; so had they 
before the gospel of St. Matthew turned into the same* 
language, and perhaps with the same liberty of making ad- 
ditions to it from tradition, which we find in the Chaldee 
paraphrast, and the translation of the Scptuagint; which 
version the primitive Christians among the gentiles, who 
were ignorant of that language, finding in their hands, 
they from the likeness of the tiling, and the pretensions of 



• An. 35. Nam. 165. 

2. p. 88. 
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the Jews, might think it an original written for their use. 
Thus some of them upon the same account inform us, that 
the epistle to the Hebrcivs was first written in Hebrew, and 
was translated into Greek by Clemens,* or St. Lake; and 
yet that in this matter they were mistaken, we learn from 
St. Jeromo,t telling us for certain, that the whole New 
Testament, excepting only the gospel of St. Mattheiv, was 
first writ in Greek. For, 

First, St. Jerome and Epiphanius aro the only persons 
who speak of this authentic Hebrew gospel, kept till their 
time by the Nazarenes, which that it was not the original 
gospel of St. Matthew hath been fully proved. 

Secondly, St. Jeromo saith of this Hebrew copy, which 
he received from them and translated into Greek and Latin, 
that the citations contained in it, when the evangelist spake 
in his oivn person, or in the person of our Lord, were exactly 
according to the Hebrew, and not according to the Septua- 
gint; nnd yet it is certain this is not true of the Greek 
copy we now have, as appears from ii. G. 18. iii. 3. iv. 15. 
v. 21. 31. 43. xi.10. xii.20,21. xiii.14. xv.8,9. xxvi.31. 
xxvii. 9. 

§. VII. If it be here objected, that by calling in question 
a thing so generally asserted by so many fathers, I weaken 
the tradition of the church concerning the canon of theScrip- 
tures, and other matters handed down to us by tradition; 

I answer, That I have sufficiently obviated this objection 
in a particular discourse}; upon this subject, in which I have 
shewed what traditions are to be received, and what may 
rationally be questioned, and that we have sufficient ground 
from reason to rely on the tradition of the canon of the Old 
and the New Testament. 

Sccondly,§ I have shewed that the fathers have been im- 
posed upon by the Jews in other things received from them 
by tradition, and asserted by more testimonies of ancient 
fathers than arc avouched to prove that the gospel accord- 
ing to St. Matthew was first written in Hebrew ; as v. g. First, 
In the story of the cells of the Seventy, in which they who 
translated the Old Testament aro said to have been sqve- 
rally placed; or, as Epiphanius will have it, two together, 
when they translated the Old Testament from Hebrew into 
Greek, and yet by inspiration, or prophetical impulse, to 
have performed this translation all in the same words; these 
things, saith Justin Martyr,|| we report to you gentiles, not as 
fables, or feigned stories, aXXa 7rap' avTwv ekzi wc ra irarpia 
Traptt\i)(j>6T<t)v aiajKOorf c ravra irapayylXkofitv, but as a received 
tradition delivered to vs from the inhabitants of the place. 
The same traditions, touching the cells, is. delivered as 
certain by Irenasus,^! by Clemens of Alexandria, (Strom. 1. 
p. 342.) by Cyril** of Jerusalem, and by Epiphanius, (de 
Ponderibus et Mens. p. 160— 1G2.) and by St. Austin. (De 
Civ. Dei. lib. xvi. cap. 42, 43.) 

And as all these fathers confirm the story of tho cells, 
and consequently speak of this performance as done, $rtf% 
Svvafut kclt ImnvCtav Biov, Ik nvevfictTOQ ayiov, by the power 
and afflatus of the Holy Spirit, or by that Spirit who spake 

• n^af&xi *e£;<u'm; a ECpix7 $*w. Clem. Alex, apod Eoseb. II. Eccl. lib. ?i. 
cap. 14. Eoseb. lib. iii. cap. 38. Theodore!. Proem. In Ep. ad Heb. Hieronjrana. 
V. Panloi. 

t ** De Noro Testamento Gnccom esse non dobtom esl, exceplo Aposlolo Mel- 
thzo." I'raf&L ad qoatoor Erangelia. 

t Treatise of Traditions. $ Ibid. cap. 1. sect. 8. 

i Exhort, ad Gr, p. 13, 14. ? Lib. iii. cap. 25. 

•• Catecb. 4. p. 57. 



these things by the prophets ; so dothTcrtullian* speak, "de 
sententias communione," of their* conspiring in their senti- 
ments: Eusebiusf saith, that it was SzoOlv 6iKovofir)0u<ra I/^tj- 
vua, an interpretation ordered by God: it was done by them, 
saith St. Hilary ,t "spirituals ct ccelesti scicntia/' withspirit- 
nal and heavenly knowledge: /*t) St'xa rfjg Odag Imnvoiag, not 
without Divine inspiration, saith Theodoret :§ and this they 
say by reason of the great sympathy which was in their in- 
terpretation; and yet Bcllarmine|| saith, that in this the Jews 
imposed on Justin Martyr, and the succeeding fathers might 
give credit to Justin. Du Pin,^T that it is a fiction of the Jews, 
and that it is well known h'ow frivolous and uncertain these 
pretended popular traditions are, and especially among the 
Jeivs: father Simon** saith, we must not here so much con- 
sider what the fathers said, as what reason they had to say so ; 
and,that St. Jeromeft gives them all the lie. And to the other 
pretence of their inspiration, he answers, (p. 115.) " do rebus 
sibi incognitis quidquam certi definire non potuerunt/' they 
could say nothing certain of things unknoivn to themselves, 
and therefore could say nothing certain in the case before us. 

Secondly, The appearance of Elias the Tishbite in per- 
son, before the second coming of Christ, is delivered by the 
fathers unanimously as a tradition of the church; but this 
they did partly from the tradition of the Jews, partly from 
the mistaken sense of the words of Christ, and partly from 
the authority of the Septuagint, without all ground, as hath 
been fully proved. (Treat, of Trad. chap. 5. from §. 1. to §. 5.) 

Thirdly, They generally taught, for four centuries toge- 
ther, that the good angels, styled the sonsofGod, Gen. vi. were 
transported with the love of women, and begat of them giants 
and evil spirits; this is taught by Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, 
Clemens of Alexandria, and Athenagoras, in the second 
century; by Tertullian, Minucius, St. Cyprian, and Metho- 
dius, in the third ; by Lactantius and Sulpicius in the fourth; 
and this they did from the traditional interpretation of the 
Jews recorded in Josephus^J and inPhilo,§§ and in the first 
book of Enoch, de Egrcgeris: and yet in the fifth century 
the authors of this opinion are represented by Chrysostom|||| 
and Theodoret, as stupid teachers of fables and blaspheme 
ers>*&*i as hdthbeen proved: and if in these things the fa- 
thers were so easily imposed on by the Jews, why might 
they not be imposed on likewise in saying that the gospel 
according to St. Matthew was written in a language that 
they understood nothing of, and of which they could say 
nothing certain from their own knowledge? 

Notwithstanding, if any man like not this opinion, he 
may compound the matter with the fathers thus, that St. 
Matthew might deliver that gospel which he wrote as well 
in Hebrew to the Jews who understood that language only, 
as in Greek to the Hellenistic Jews and to the gentile con- 
verts. And since it is agreed on all hands that he left Judea 
tq preach to the gentiles, what is more reasonable than to 
conceive he left that gospel he had preached to them, and 
wrote by tho assistance of the Spirit, as a rule of faith to all 
nations, in a language which those nations understood? 



t Fncp. Er. lib. viii. cap. 1. 

$ Praef. in Paalra. 

^ Hist of tbe Canon, p. 174. 



* Apol.cap. 18. 

$ Prol.inPsal. p. 635. 

|| De verbo Dei, lib. ii. cap. 6. 

*• Disq. Crit, cap. 15. p. 109. 
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A HS k<ui/tjc Staflfarjc airavra, all the books of the New 
Testament.] It is observed by the Rev. Dr. Hammond,* 
that this title refers to the " consent of the catholic church 
of God, and the tradition which givcth testimony to these 
books, as those, and those only, which complete the canon 
of the New Testament; and the word airavra, all, signifies 
as in the titles of other authors, airavra ra SiSojucva, all the 
books which have been written, and by God's providence 
derived to the church, so as to be received into the canon, 
or into the number of writings which were confessedly in- 
dited by the apostles and disciples of CJirist." I cannot in- 
deed find, that this title is of any considerable antiquity ; but 
the more ancient title of 77 Katvfj &o&4"?> the New Testament, 
prefixed to these books, doth plainly intimate the full and 
general persuasion that in these books was comprised that 
whole new covenant, of which the blessed Jesus was the 
mediator, and the apostles were the ministers and the dis- 
pensers ; and then surely they must contain all that is re- 
quisite for Christians to believe, or do, in' order to salva- 
tion ; or in order to their performance of the conditions, 
on which salvation in this new covenant is tendered ; 
there being nothing which can be deemed a more neces- 
sary and essential part of the new covenant, than the con- 
ditions upon which salvation is to be obtained by it. 

And that the ancients thus conceived of these books, is 
evident from the other title of the rule and canon of Scrip- 
ture, given to them, even from the time of Irenseus,t who 
styles the Scriptures tov a*cAivijTJic aXvOtiagrbv navova, the 
invariable rule of truth. A canon, saith Phavorinus, is a 
perpetual rule, a measure that cannot be false, iraaav 
irp6<jQz<jiv, Ka\ afyaiptmv jutjSojuwc hrt^x^ v0 ^> an ^ which by 
no means admits of any addition to it, or l subtraetion from 
it A canon and a rule, saith St. Basil,! if it want nothing 
to make it truly such, ov&juiav TrQoa%r}Kt)v tig aKptfiuav ivdl- 
X£rcu, admits of no addition to the exactness of it; for ad- 



• Preface. t Lib. i. JEd. Ox. p. 44. 

t Adr. JEanora. lib. i. torn, i, p* 701. 



dition belongs to that which is somewhat deficient, or im- 
perfect; whereas (saith he) if rules and canons be imperfect, 
they do not well deserve that name. To a canon, saith G. 
Nyssen,* belongs tj tzKuotiiq, such perfection as hath nothing 
wanting, or abounding; and therefore of the canon of Scrip- 
tures, he asserts that it is Kptrriptov atr^aAcc TVS aXriOdag lirl 
7ravrdc Soyjuaroc, an infallible rule of truth in every doctrine. 
Upon those words, As many as walk by this canon, (Gal. 
vi. 16.) Theodoret saith, He calls the doctrine propounded 
by him a canon, as having ju/jtc IXXcfrrov tl p')T* irtpiTTov, 
nothing wanting or mperfluous: and upon those words, 
Philip, iii. 16. Let us walk by the same canon, Chrysostomf 
saith, A canon neither admits of addition nor diminution, 
otherwise it loseth the property of a canon. Elsewhere,! he 
saith, Thatt7 is easy to judge of the controversies in religion, 
having the Scripture for our canon. Theodoret,§ onthe place, 
saith, Tlie apostle calls the preaching of the gospel the canon; 
adding, that a canon is a boundary of right, wanting nothing. 
(Ecumenius saith, The apostle speaks of faith; for as to 
a canon, or rule, if you add any thing to it, or diminish 
from it, the whole is spoiled; so is it with respect to faith .^ 
So that in the judgment of the fathers, the Holy Scriptures 1 
being the rule and canon of faith, no article of faith can be 
wanting in them, or ought to be added to them* Hence 
also, by just consequence, we infer the perspicuity of Scrip- 
ture in all the necessary articles of Christian faith, and rules 
of life ; for a perfect canon must as well be plain as full : 
a rule by which I am to regulate my actions and my. faith 
must be clear; for if it be npt plain and intelligible, I can- 
not, by attending to it, know what I am obliged to believe 
and do: and therefore* Chrysostom saith, There needs not 
much inquiry where there is a rule to which all things 
must be adapted; but it is easy to perceive who takes wrong 
measures. (Horn. 35. in Acta Apost. torn. iv. p. 800.) 

♦ Adr. Ennom. Or. 3. lom. ii. p. 552. el Or. 1. p. 316. 

t *Evn\ to Kav&v ilrat airoWwt. 

$ Tom. ir. Horn. 34. in Act. Apost. 
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A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[chap. I. 



THE 



GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW. 



WITH ANNOTATIONS. 



CHAP. I. 

1. X HE book of the generation [*] of Jesus Christ, (who 
was according to the flesh, Rom. ix. 5.) the son of [ 2 ] David, 
( Acts ii. 30. and) the son of Abraham, (is on this wise.) 

2. Abraham begat Isaac, and Isaac begat Jacob, and 
Jacob begat Judas and his brethren, [ 3 ] 

3. And Judas begat Phares, and Zara [ 4 ] of Thainar, \f] 
and Phares begat Esrom, and Esrom bagat Aram, 

4. And Aram begat Aminadab, and Aminadab begat 
Naasson,and Naasson begat Salmon, 

5. And Salmon begat Booz of Rahab, [ 6 ] (the harlot,) 
arid Booz begat Obed of Ruth (the Moabitess), and Obed 
begat Jesse, 

G. And Jesse begat David the king, [ 7 ] and David the king 
begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Uriah, [ 8 ] 

7. And Solomon begat Roboara, and Roboam begat 
Abiah, and Abiah begat Asa, 

8. And Asa begat Josapbat, and Josaphat begat Joram, 
and Joram begat Ozias, [ 9 ] 

9. And Ozias begat Joatham, and Joatham begat Achas, 
and Achas begat Ezekias, 

10. And Ezekias begat Manasses, and Manasses begat 
Amon, and Amon begat Josias, 

11. And Josias [ J0 ] begat Jechonias and his brethren, 
about the time they were carried away into Babylon; 

12. And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias 
begat Salathiel, and Salathiel begat Zorobabel, 

13. And Zorobabel ["] begat Abihud, and Abihud begat 
Eliakim, and Eliakim begat Azor, 

14. And Azor ["] begat Sadoc, and Sadoc begat Achim, 
and Achim begat Eliud, 

15. And Eliud begat Eleazar, and Eleazar begat Mat- 
than, and Matthan begat Jacob, 

1G. And Jacob begat Joseph, [ u ] the husband of Mary, 
of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. 

17. So [* 4 ] all the generations from Abraham to David 
are fourteen generations, and from David till the carrying 
away into Babylon are (reckoned up by me) fourteen ge- 
nerations, and from tho carrying away into Babylon to 
Christ (inclusively) are (also) fourteen generations. 

18. Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise (or 
after this extraordinary manner); when as his motherMary 
was espoused to Joseph, beforo they came together, she 
was found with child (by the power) of the Holy Ghost 
(overshadowing her, Luke i. 45. of which thing Joseph 
knew nothing). 

19. Then Joseph her (espoused) husband being a just 



man, and (therefore one, who durst not retain her, whom he 
esteemed an adulteress, and yet being) not willing to make 
her (whom he loved) a public example, was minded to 
(give her a bill of divorce, and so to) [ u ] put her away 
privily. 

20. But while he thought on these things, behold the 
(an) angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary 
thy (espoused) wife (though found with child), for that 
which is conceived in her is (not the fruit of whoredom or 
adultery, but) but of the Holy Ghost. 

21. And she shall bring fortb a son, and thou shalt call 
his name Jesus ( L e. the Saviour), for he shall save his 
people from their sins. 

22. Now all this was done (by the Holy Ghost over- 
shadowing this virgin), that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet (Isaias), saying, 
(vii. 14.) 

23. Behold a virgin [ l6 ] shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a son, and [ 1? ] they shall call his name (or his 
name shall be called) Emmanuel, which being interpreted, 
is, God with us. 

24. Then Joseph being raised from sleep (and perceiv- 
ing that the dream was from God), did as the angel of the 
Lord had bidden him, and took unto him (Mary) his wife. 

25. And ( but he) knew her not [ 18 ] until she had brought 
forth her first-bora son, and he called his name Jesus. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. I. 

[ J ] Ver. 1. Bl'BAOS TENE'SEQS, the book of the gene- 
ration.] i. e. As the Syriac well expresses it, the writing, 
narrative, or rehearsal of the generation or birth, (ver. 18.) 
of Jesus; for though the word jlvem? is elsewhere of that 
latitude, as to comprise also the history of our Lord's life, 
and death, and resurrection ; yet it is here to be restrained 
to the birth of Christ, as appears, first, from the parallel 
phrase, aiirr; tj /3f/3Aoe ytvlawg av9pw7ru)v, this is the book or 
the rehearsal of the generation of men from Adam to Noah. 
(Gen. v. 1.) Secondly, From tho design of the apostle 
here, which is to set down the descent of Christ from 
Abraham, and his alliance to king David by his father 
Joseph : and, thirdly, from the eighteenth verse, which, 
after this narrative of it, proceeds to shew tho manner of 
his birth, by saying, Noiv fj ylvtmg the birth of Jesus Christ 
was on this wise. 

[ 2 ] The son of David, the son of Abraham.] i. e. The son 
of both, as Alibamah the daughter of Ariah (and), the 
daughter of Zibeon. (Gen. xxxvi. 2.) This sense being 
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most suitable to the design of the apostle, which is to pTOve 
Christ was the son of both, and that in him were fulfilled 
the promises made to both. And David is, first- named ; 
first, because the promise to him was fresher in memory, 
moTC plain, and more explicit; God had 'promised to 
Abraham in general words, that in his seed should all the 
families of the earth be blessed. (Gen. xii. 3. xxii. 18.) And 
that this seed was Christ, we learn from the apostle Peter, 
Acts iii. 25, 2G. and from St. Paul, Gal. iii. 1G. But to 
David God promised, that in his seed would he establish the 
throne of his kingdom for ever; (2 Sam. vii. 16.) that his 
seed would he establish for ever, and buildup his throne to 
all generations. (Psal. lxxxix. 4.) Now this being a pro- 
mise, that of the fruit of his body he would raise up Christ 
to sit upon Jds throne, (Acts ii. 30.) was more suitable to 
the notions of the Jewish nation touching the king Messiah, 
and to their inclinations. The prophets also prophesy of 
him, as one to sit upon the throne of David for ever; (Isa. 
ix. 7.) that he shall be a righteous branch raised up to Da- 
vid, and a king that shall reign and prosper, in whose days 
Judah shall dwell safely, (Jer. xxiii. 5, 6.) that they should 
dwell in the land for ever, and David shall be their prince 
for ever. (Ezek. xxxvii. 24, 25. see Isa. lv. 11. Amos ix.ll.) 
Accordingly, the angel speaketh of one who should reign 
on the throne of his father David, over the house of Jacob 
for ever. (Luke i. 33.) And the Jews pray to him thus, 
Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on us ; (Matt. ix. 27. 
;xv. 22. xx. 30.) and make their acclamations to him thus, 
Hosanna to the son of David. Others add, that Abraham 
is put after David, because the apostle was to begin his 
catalogue from Abraham. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 2. Km tovc dSek^ovg avrov, andhis brethren.] Per- 
haps interpreters might save themselves the trouble of giving 
a reason of many things contained in this catalogue, by say- 
ing, St. Matthew here recites it, as he found it in the au- 
thentic copies of the Jews, who doubtless had preserved 
some known and approved genealogy of their descent from 
Abraham, the father of their nation, in whom they so much 
gloried, and from whose loins they expected the promised 
Messiah. Thus, for instance, when it is said, Salathiel 
begat Zorobabel, it may be sufficient to justify the apostle 
in this, that the Jews do still represent Zorobabel not as 
the son of Pedaiah, but of Salathiel. So we read of Zoro- 
babel, the son of Shealtiel, Nehem. xii. 1. Hag. i. 12. 14. 
ii. 21. 23. Ezra iii. 2. 8, v. 2. Josephus* likewise says, the 
captain of the people was 6 SaAAaOu'Aou TraTc Zopoj3aj3!Aoc, 
Zorobabel the son of Salathiel; and with great reason 
must he follow the sentiments of three persons of so great 
authority, as Ezra, Jfehemiah, and the prophet Haggai, the 
contemporaries of Zorobabel. So also may we say, that 
the kings left out in this genealogy were therefore omitted 
by St. Matthew; because he found them omitted in the 
genealogy used by the Jews, and that these words and his 
brethren, are added as being also added in their genealogy. 
But to omit this, his brethren may be added to comfort the 
dispersed tribes, which were not yet returned out of cap- 
tivity, as Judah was, in their equal interest in the blessing 
of the seed of Abraham, they being all adopted children of 
God, which is not true of Ishmael or Esau, the brethren of 
Isaac and Jacob : moreover, these brethren of Judas 
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might well be mentioned, as being patriarchs, heirs of the 
promise, and heads of that people, whence the Messiah was 
to proceed; and therefore Stephen also speaks* thus of 
. them, Abraham begat Isaac, and Isaac begat Jacob, and 
Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs, Acts vii! 8. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 3. And Zara.] Mentioned with Phares, as being 
born at the same time, and striving with him for primogeni- 
ture, Gen, xxxviii. 28—30. ; : , ■,; 

[ 5 ] Of Tliamar.] It is observed here by some, that only 
four women are mentioned in this genealogy, till he comes 
to Joseph, and all of them noted for some infamy, asTha- 
mar for incest, Rahab for being a harlot, Ruth for heathen- 
ism, Bathshcba for adultery ; nor were they thus men- 
tioned because sinners, to teach us that Christ came to 
save such, or to be born of such ; for, why then were the 
three descents of Ahaziah, Joash,and Amaziah, omitted? 
but because in them only that law was departed from, 
which was given generally to the heirs of the promised 
blessing, that they should take them wives of their nearest 
kindred; and perhaps to obviate the cavils of the Jews 
against the mean condition of the mother of our Lord, their * 
ancestors .being descended of women whose qualities renr 
dered them meaner than she was. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 4. Of Rahab.] That Rahab was married to some 
prince of Israel, the tradition of the Jews assures us ; but 
whereas, in contradiction to St. Matthew, they say, that 
she was married to Joshua; this is said in flat opposition 
to their own tradition, that Rahab was the mother of 
eight priests and prophets; for Joshua was neither of the 
tribe of Judah nor of Levi, but of the tribe of Ephraim. 
(Numb, xiii.8.) That Rahab was one of the idolatrous 
nations with which they were forbidden to marry, (Exod. 
xxxiv. 16. Deut. vii. 3.) hinders not this marriage of Sal- 
mon with Rahab, she being first made a proselyte? of jus- 
tice; the reason of that law being this, lest they should 
tempt them to idolatry; which reason ceased, when thejr 
once owned the God of Israel; whence we find that Boaz 
married Ruth, (iv. 13.) and thought himself obliged so to 
do, and David married Maachah, the daughter of the king 
of Geshur. (2 Sam. iii. 3.) But here seems to be a great ob- 
jection both against Salmon and against Obed, how it can 
be true, that only Boaz, Obed^ and Jesse, should intercede 
betwixt Salmon and David, when the time betwixt them 
must be at least three hundred years in the mildest com- 
putation; and so Salmon must be one hundred years old 
when ho begat Boaz, Boaz as old when he begat Obcd, 
and Obcd as old when he begat Jesse ; whereas it is looked 
upon as miraculous, that Abraham at one hundred year$ 
should beget Isaac, Gen. xvii. 17. xxi. 5/ To this objection 
it may be answered from theTargum upon Ruth, that these 
three were men of an extraordinary character for justice 
and piety; Salmon is styled Salmon the just, of .whom it 
is said, that his ivorks and the works of his children were 
very excellent; that Boaz was a righteous person, by whose 
righteousness the people of Israel were delivered from th$ 
hands of their enemies, and by whose prayers the famine 
ceased from the land of Israel; that Obed served the Lord 
with a perfect heart, and that he begat Jesse, in whom was 
found no iniquity or corruption, for which he should be de- 
livered to the angel of death, and he lived many da)js, (tntl 
only died at last by reason of the sentence passed upon Adam 
for eating the forbidden fruit. God therefore might vouch- 
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safe to men of such extraordinary piety, a longer lifo than 
ordinary, and strength to beget children in their old age. 
Thus Caleb at eighty-five, and Moses at one hundred and 
twenty, had not their natural strength abated ; (Deut. xxxiv. 
7. Josh. xiv. 11/) whereas Abraham's body was then dead. 
(Rom. iv. 19.) Dr. Alix .saith, thero were but thrco hun- 
dred and sixty-six years from the first of Joshua to the 
birth of David ; and this is certain, because- from the 
going of the children of Israel out of Egypt, to the building 
of the temple in tho fourth year of Solomon, passed four 
hundred and eighty years. Now if you add to three hun- 
dred and sixty-six, the forty years tho children spent in the 
wilderness, the seventy years of David's life, mentioned 
2 Sam. v. 4. and the four years of Solomon, they make ex- 
actly four hundred and eighty years : he therefore supposes 
thatSalmon begat Boaz, when he was ninety-six years old ; 
Boaz begat Obed, when he was ninety years old; Obed, 
when he was ninety, begat Jesse; and Jesse, when ho was 
eighty-five, begat David. 

p] Ver. G.David the king.} To whom the promise was mado 
to the king Messiah, to stablish his throne for ever, Ezek. 
xxxvii. 25. and from him the kingdom is styled the house of 
David, and tho kingly throne, the throne of the house of Da- 
vid, Psal. exxii. 5. 

P] Of her that had been the wife of Unas.] To shew 
that that crime of David being repented of, was so far from 
hindering the promise God made to him, that it pleased 
God by this very woman to fulfil it. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 8. Joram begat Ozias.} It is certain, from the 
history of the Kings and Chronicles, that Ozias was the son 
of Amaziah, 2 Chron. xxvi. I; Amaziah of Joash, xxiv. 
27. Joash of Azariah, xxii. 11. Azariah of Joram, ver. 1. 
But according to the languago of the Hebrews, and their 
maxims relating to this matter, the children of children are 
reputed the children not only of their immediate parents, but 
of their ancestors, and these ancestors are said to beget 
those who are removed some generations from them : so 
Isaiah saith to Hezekiah, xxxix. 7. Of thy sons which 
shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take 
away; and they shall Jbe eunuclisin the palace of the king of 
Babylon ; which prediction was fulfilled only in the days 
of Jechonias, long after the days of Hezekiah. But the 
great question here is, Why Azariah, Joash, and Amaziah, 
are left out of the catalogue of the kings of Judah? To 
this it is answered,!. Negatively, that tho reason could 
not be because they were great sinners, since Manasseh 
and Amon, who were greater sinners, were retained in this 
catalogue, ver. 10. It therefore may be said, 

First, That the Jews had their tabulm censuales, in 
which the stems of tho kingly family of David were writ- 
ten ; and in theso catalogues these three kings might be left 
out. That even to the timo of Christ, they had such tables 
even of their families and tribes, is evident from Josephus,* 
who, having given us the genealogy of his family, saith, 
T>)i* fxlv ovv tov ylvovg ii/jwv StaSox^v, wg Iv tcuq Sij/xoaiaic 
S&roic avayzypafifilvTiv tvpov, ovtwq tragariOifiai. I give you 
this succession of our family as I found it written in the pub- 
lic tables; and if so, the Jews, not the apostle, are to ac- 
count for this omission. Secondly, It is no new thing to 
find the like omissions in the books of the Old Testament; 
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thus Cain and his whole posterity aro omitted in the book 
of Chronicles ; Simeon is omitted in the blessing of Moses, 
Deut. xxxiii. for his cruelty ac Sychem. The writer of 
the book of Chronicles reckons up all the sons of Jacob ; 
but in the account of their posterity, he omits the account 
of Zebulun and Dan ; and when he begins with the sons 
of Judah, he omits Zarah, 1 Chron. ii. 3. iv, 1. The pen- 
man of the books of Samuel, when he recounts the wor- 
thies of David, omits Joab, because of his bloodiness to 
Amasa and Abner. In the book of Ezra, there are reckoned 
from Seraiah to Aaron, only sixteen generations, (chap, vii.) 
whereas, in the book of Chronicles, from Aaron to the same 
Seraiah, are reckoned twenty-two, (1 Chron. vi.)so that six 
must be omitted in Ezra: so that there is no moro reason 
to suspect the evangelist, than the Jews have to question 
their own Scriptures on this account. But still it may 
bo inquired, why these three in particular are omitted : 
and to this it is answered, (1.) That the omitting these 
three, cannot in the least concern the chief design of the 
apostle, which was to shew, that Jesus was of the lineage 
of David ; now by passing from Joram to Ozias, ho keeps 
still in the same line, and so sufficiently shews that Jesus 
was of the house and family of David. (2.) The reason 
why these three are passed by rather than others, seems 
probably to be this, That they are the posterity of Joram 
an idolater, and one who married tho daughter of Ahab, (2 
Kings viii. 18.) and so was joined to an idolatrous family, 
and by this provoked God to have destroyed his family, 
had he not preserved it, because of the covenant made 
with David, 2 Chron. xxi.7. God therefore cuts off all 
theso three, omitted here, by an unnatural and untimely 
death, to punish the idolatry of this king, and of the house 
of Ahab in his posterity to the third generation, according 
to his threat in the second commandment; and for this 
reason, these three kings might bo here passed over in si- 
lence. It is by others farther said, That St. Matthew find- 
ing the generations in the first period exactly fourteen, he 
passed over some in his second account, to make that to 
answer to the first; but this will by no means please Mr. Ch 
who first, against all reason, talks of ten omitted out of the 
number of fifty, to make the divisions into fourteens ; and 
then adds a bold conjecture, " That St. Matthew met with 
a genealogical book of David's family that was defective, 
and accidentally observing there three classes of fourteen 
generations between these three great periods of time, viz. 
before the setting up of the regal government, during its 
continuance, and after its fall, was thereby moved to make 
such a division in the account of Christ's lineage, which he 
would not so much as have thought of, if he had made use 
of an entire book ; nor, saith he (in the name of his friend), 
is it to be wondered, that a genealogical book should be 
corrupted, because a very great and considerable error, 
that had perplexed the ancients, had crept into the eleventh 
verse of St. Matthew's text itself." Now as for his ima- 
ginary error in the eleventh verso, I shall account for it 
there ; but to make a divine author assisted by the Holy 
Ghost, as St. Matthew was always esteemed by all Christ- 
ians, in a matter of so great import as the true descent of 
the Messiah, take up with a defectivo and corrupt book, 
and give to all Christian ages a catalogue thus liable to the 
exception of the Jews, because he accidentally did light 
on such a one, and knew not of a better, is plainly to 
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accuse the ignorance, suspect the care, and weaken the au- 
thority, of this great apostle ; it had therefore been better to 
have concealed this wild conjecture of his friend, than to 
have offered it to an age unhappily disposed to depreciate 
the sacred writings. 

f 10 ] Ver. 11. 'Iwcfac $£ lyivvv\vt rov *lv)(pvlav, kcli rove 
a&X^o^c avrov. AndJosias begat Jechonias and his brethren.] 
Against this it is objected, That Josias did not beget Je- 
chonias, who was the son of Jehoiakim ; and to this it is 
answered, That Jechonias, in the eleventh verse, is not the 
same person with Jechonias, ver.12. but is indeed Jehoia- 
kim, the son of Josias, and his first-born. For though the 
people of the land made Jehoahaz, the second son of Josias, 
king after his father, yet that the kingdom by birthright be- 
longed to Jehoiakim is evident; because Jehoahaz was 
only twenty-three years old when he began to reign, and 
reigned but three months: whereas Jehoiakim, who imme- 
diately succeeded after his deposition, was twenty-five 
years old ivhen he began to reign. (2 Kings xxiii. 31. 36.) 
Hence Josephus * saith of Pharaoh-Nechoh, who made 
him king, and changed his name from Eliakim to Jehoia- 
kim, Hozafivrigy avrov aStX^y bfiOTrarpiy ovri tt\v Bacxtkdav 
7rapa£i$u)at. He gave the kingdom to Eliakim, his eldest bro- 
ther by the same father. Hence doth St. Matthew take no 
notice of Jehoahaz, because he reigned only three months, 
and that by usurpation of the kingdom. That this first 
Jechonias was indeed Jehoiakim, is proved, first, From 
these words, Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren; now 
Jehoiakim indeed had two brethren begotten by Josias, 
viz. Jehoahaz, who reigned before him, and Zedekiah, who 
reigned after him ; and therefore being kings, were fit to be 
thus mentioned by St. Matthew : but it appears not that 
Jechonias, the father of Shealtiel, had any brethren; and if 
he had^they must be begotten not by Josias, but by Jehoi- 
akim his father ; nor is there any reason why they should 
be thus mentioned, ver. 12. when then we read, that Josias 
begat Jechonias and his brethren, this can belong to none 
but Jehoiakim : and when we read that Jechonias begat Sa- 
lathiel, this must be understood of Jechonias the son of 
Jehoiakim ; for this agrees with the Old Testament, 1 
Chron. 15 — 17. Secondly, This interpretation makes up 
the fourteen generations exactly in the second and third 
series; whereas, they who make Jechonias, ver. 11, 12. to 
be the same person, leave only thirteen in the second 
series, if Jechonias be added to the third ; or in the 
third, if he be reckoned to the 'second : when therefore 
the apostle saith, by way of inference, So all the generations 
from David, vntil the carrying away into Babylon, are 
fourteen generations, (ver. 17.) he leads us to this interpret- 
ation, because this would not be true, were Jechonias, 
ver. 11. and Jechonias, ver. 12. one and the same person. 
Thus Jerome f saith expressly, that in evangelio secundum 
Matthamm secundarlaaapa Zitcag inJoacim desinitfdio Jotice, 
tertia incipit d Joacim filio Joachim. And again, Sciamus 
Jeconiam% priorem ipsum esse quern et Joachim, secundum 
autemfdium, non patrem. 

Obj. If it be here objected, that they carry both one 
name, and so must be one person ; 

Ans. It is answered, first, That the names in the ori- 
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ginal differ very little, the one being OpITP, the other VpTD, 
which difference is so little, that both are translated by the 
Septuagint, 'IwaKtl/i, so is Jechonias translated, Jer. Iii. 
31. twice. So Josephus* saith, that Nabuchodonosor/Iam- 
X l fi ov interfecit, et 'Iwax^iov rov vlbv avrov Karl<rrt)<TB fiaaiXla, 
slew' Joachim, and made Joachim his son king: and Clemens 
of Alexandria, that after 'IwaKct/z who reigned eleven years, 
6 biiwvvjxoQ avrov 'IwaKttyi rpifn)vov (3a<ri\zvzi, Joachim of the 
same name reigned three months. To this add that of 
Irenceus, lib. iii. cap. 30. that in the account St. Matthew 
gives of the generation of Jesus Christ, Josepb, Joachim et 
Jechonice filius mtenditur. 

Obj. Through the whole chapter, the person who is first 
said to be begotten and then to beget is the same person, 
it therefore seemeth reasonable to think it so here. 

Ans. So also it is here ; for it is expressly said, that 
Josias begat Jechonias, i. e. Joachim and his brethren; i. e. 
he begat also Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim, named also Jecho- 
nias, and these three continued to reign till the captivity, 
at which time Jechonias was carried away into Babylon ; 
and after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat 
Salathiel. But here comes in a fresh objection, that God 
had sworn Jechonias should be childless (Hebrew, stripped 
or naked), a man that shall not prosper in his days ; for no 
man of his seed shall prosper sitting on the throne of Da- 
vid. Now hence it appears, first, That the Hebrew, b^flt 
from the root TW or "TTJ7, may as well signify, stripped, so- 
litary, naked, rooted tip, as childless ; and accordingly it is 
rendered by the LXX. ztcKTipvicrbc, an abject, abdicated per- 
son. Secondly, He might be thus childless, or stripped ofhis' 
offspring, by his children dying before him, ns well as by 
his having none. And, thirdly, This sense is certain both 
from the preceding words, He and his seed are cast out into 
a land which they know not, (v. 28.) and from the reason 
following,/or none of his seed shall prosper. And lastly, 
from 1 Chron. iil. 17. where his sons are reckoned Assir 
and Salathiel. 

Obj. It farther is objected, that whereas it is here said, 
that Salathiel begat Zorobabel, he was indeed the -son 
of Pedaiah, the son of Salathiel or Shealtiel, 1 Chron. 
iii. 19. i - 

Ans. To this I have already answered, That St. Mat- 
thew here follows the style of the Old Testament, and of the 
Jewish writers, in which Zorobabel is still called the son 
of Salathiel. Secondly, Were hd not the immediate son of 
Shealtiel, but of Pedaiah, yet is this suitable to the lan- 
guage of the Jewish nation, to count the grandson the son 
of the grandfather : thus Sarah is called the daughter of 
Terah, Gen. xx. 12. as being the daughter of Haran, the 
son of Terah ; and the same with Iscah ; (Gen. xi. 28, .29.) 
Thus Laban is called the son of Nahor, Gen. xxix. 5. as 
being the son of Bethuel, who was the son of Nahor: 
(xxiv. 47.) and Jehoram is called the father of Jehoash, 
2 Kings xii. 18. as being the father ofhis father Ahaziah ; 
and Maacah, the daughter of Abishalom, is said to be mother 
of Asa, 1 Kings xv. 10. because she was his father's mo- 
ther, (ver. 2.) Considerable here is the observation of 
Mr. Whiston, first, That there is no other instance in this 
genealogy, but what speaks of a truly natural generation. 
Secondly, That in all other places of the Old Testament, 
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Salathiel is said to have begotten Zorobabcl ; and there- 
fore we have cause to follow the Alexandrian MS. which, 
in the place of the Chronicles cited, makes not Pedaiah, 
but Salathiel the father of Zorobabcl ; or to say, thatSala- 
thicl might have one son of that name, and Pedaiah another; 
or lastly, that Pedaiah begat Zorobabcl of the wife of Sa- 
lathiel, and so he was the natural son of Pedaiah, but tho 
legal son of Salathiel. So the bishop of Ely. 

[ u ] Ver. 13. Zorobabcl begat Abiud.] Against this it is 
objected, That among the sons of Zorobabcl reckoned up, 
1 Chron. ih\ 19. there is no mention of Abiud. 

Ans. To this it is answered, first, That it is not evident, 
that Zorobabcl in Matthew and in Chronicles is the same 
person, and then ho in St. Matthew may be the son of 
Salathiel tho brother, of Pedaiah. Secondly, That Abiud 
is mentioned in Chronicles under the name of Meshullam, 
it being certain that many persons in the Old Testament, 
and especially about the time of their captivity, had other 
names in Babylon than what were used in their own land : 
aud it is the ingenious conjecture of Dr. Lightfoot, that this 
son was called Abiud, in remembrance of his father's 
glory; and Meshullam, cither in memorial of Solomon, 
the glory of whose house was transferred to him, or from 
the significancy of the word, which importeth requited; 
for whereas Jechonias was called Shallum, that is, finished; 
because the race of Solomon ended in him, when a recom- 
pence of the failing of that is made, by the succession of 
Salathiel in its stead, well might Zorobabcl, ia whom it 
first appeared, call his son Meshallam, or requited. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 14.] Here it is required, whence St. Matthew 
had this genealogy, there being nothing of it to be found 
in Scripture. 

Ajis. I answer, from the authentic genealogical tables 
kept by the Jews, of the line of David ; for, it appears from 
the taxation mentioned Luke ii. that they had genealogies 
of all their families and tribes, since all went to be taxed, 
everyone to his own city; (ver. 3.) and Joseph went to 
Beth-lehem the city of David, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David: and this is certain, touching the tribe of 
Levi ; because their whole templo service, the efFcct of their 
sacrifices and expiations, depended on it: and therefore 
Josephus being a priest, not only confidently depends on 
these genealogical tables for the proof of his descent, ava)- 
$tv 1% Up£a)v, in q long series from priests ; but adds, that all 
their priests were obliged to prove,* Ikt&v apx^^vTrjvdiado- 
Xnv, their succession from an ancient line; and if they could, 
not do it, they were to be excluded from officiating as 
priests, and that in whatsoever part of the world they were 
they used this diligence: and again, Christ being promised 
as one, who was to proceed out of the loins of David, and 
therefore called the son of David, it was absolutely neces- 
sary, that the genealogy of the house and lineage of David 
should be preserved, that they might know that their Mes- 
siah was of the seed of David, according to the promise. 
Hence the apostle saith to Timothy, Remember that Jesus 
Christ of the seed of David, was raised from the dead: (2 Tim. 
ii.8.) and Euscbiusf from Africanus saith, according to 
the version of Ruffinus, *' Omncs Hebrocorum generationes 
descriptee in. archivis ternpli sccrctioribus habebantur," 
That all the successions of the Hebrews were kept in the secret 



* Lib. i. contra, Ap. p. 1036. 



t EccJ. Hist. Jib. i. cap. 6. 



archives of the temple, and thence they were described, Ik ttjc 
/3ij3Xou twv vftipwv, from their ep&cmerides, by the kinsmen 
of our Saviour. It therefore doubtless was from these au- 
thentic records that St. Matthew had his , genealogy, for 
otherwise he would have exposed himself to the cavils of 
the Jews: and hence the author to the Hebrews represents 
it as a thing evident to the Jews, that our Lord sprang out 
ofJudah. (Ileb. vii. 14.) 

["] Ver. 1G. Joseph the husband of Mary, ofwhomxeas born 
Jesus.] It was necessary that the genealogy of Jesus should 
be deduced from Joseph;, because it was so generally re- 
ceived by the Jews, that Jesus was the son of a carpenter, 
(Matt. xiii. 55.) the son of Joseph: (John vi. 42.) so that if 
Joseph had not been acknowledged to have been of the 
tribe of Judah, and of the family of David, they would not 
have failed to have objected this as a just prejudice against 
all Christ's pretences to have been the Messiah ; wherefore 
the Divine wisdom was pleased to direct this apostle, to 
remove that stumbling-block. Secondly, It was also neces- 
sary, by reason of that received rule among the Jews, that 
the family of the mother is not called a family; and it was 
not fit that St. Matthew in this matter should recede from 
tho constant rules and customs of that nation, the families 
being always preserved and continued in the males of Israel, 
and all their genealogies being reckoned from them. 

06/. But still it may be said, that Joseph being not the 
natural, but the reputed father of tho holy Jesus ; this 
cannot be sufficient to prove, th^t Jesus came from the loins 
of David, (Acts ii. 30.) or was the fruit of his body accord- 
ing to the promise. (Psal. exxxii. 11.) 

Ans. To this it is answered, that Joseph and Mary were 
of the same tribe and family; and therefore by giving us the 
genealogy of Joseph, the apostle did at the same time give, 
us the genealogy of Mary, and consequently of Jesus the 
son of Mary, and shew that he was of the seed of David. 
Hence several of the ancients, inquiring why Jesus w T as 
conceived of a virgin espoused, and not of one perfectly at 
liberty, say, this was done, that by the family of Joseph tlte 
family of Mary might be shewn; and this will be made 
highly probable from Scripture, and from history. For, 
though those words, (Luke i. 27.) The angel Gabriel tvas 
sent to a virgin, espoused to a man whose name ivas Joseph, 
of the house of David, and the virgins name was Mary, do 
not prove this of themselves, because it may be Joseph and 
not the virgin, who is said to be of the house of David; yet 
may they also be translated thus, To a virgin of the house 
of David, espoused to a man whose name teas Joseph, and 
the virgin 9 s name teas Mary ; and this translation is con- 
firmed from the following words of the angel to her, Thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bear a son, and the Lord 
God shall give him the throne of his father David; she there- 
fore, who conceiveth this son, must be of the house of David: 
and this is farther proved from the taxation mentioned, 
Luke ii. 3 — 5. Whence it appears, (1.) That all went to be 
taxed, women as well as men; for Joseph with his espoused 
wife Mary went up to be taxed; which troublesome journey 
she, who was so near the time of her travail, would not have 
taken, had it not been necessary. (2.) That every one, men 
and women, went up to their own city to be taxed, (ver. 3.) 
(3.) That Joseph went up to Beth-lehem, the city of David, 
to be taxed, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
(ver. 4.) Since therefore Mary went up to Beth-lehem with 
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him to be taxed, she must do it for the same reason, because 
she also was of the same house and lineage: Add to .this, 
that Domitian having given out a command to destroy all 
that could be found of the house or family of David, some, 
descended from Judas the brother of our Lord, were brought 
before him,* wg Ik yivovg ovrag Aaj3l8, as being of the family 
of David, which they freely owned. (See more upon this 
subject in the bishop of Bath and Well's Demonst. of the 
Messias,.part ii. chap. 13.) 

A new and strange opinion is advanced by Mr. Whiston, 
That this genealogy was chiefly designed to shew that CJirist 
was born at Beth-lehem, only because it is inquired thus by 
the Jews, (John vii. 42.) Hath not the scripture said, that 
Christ should be born in the town ofBeth-lehem where David 
was? But, 

First, Hath not the same scripture as expressly said, 
That he was to be of the seed of Abraham and David? Can 
therefore any man reasonably imagine, that a genealogy 
beginning thus, The generation of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David/the son of Abraham, should not be primarily designed 
to prove he was the son of David, and of Abraham. ■ 

Secondly, The second chapters of St. Matthew and St. 
Luke. do indeed prove that Jesus was born in Beth-lehem, 
because they do expressly say it; but this genealogy saith 
nothing of it: and therefore, abstracted from them, it proves 
nothing of it: and can it be the chief design of this long 
genealogy to prove that which it doth not prove at all, and 
which is only proved from what follows in another chapter, 
and in another evangelist ? And, 

Thirdly, The very last clause of this genealogy, That 
Joseph was the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 
tvJio is called Christ, is all that can relate to Christ's being 
born in Beth-lehem ; and all that goes before is^evidently 
impertinent to that matter, and therefore can have no sub- 
serviency to that design : whence we may rest assured, that 
it was not intended by the Holy Ghost for such an end, 
seeing he never could design to prove a thing by an account 
of any thing impertinent, and which hath no relation to it. 

["] Ver. 17. Uarrai ovv at yevedl, so all the generations.'] It 
is here observable, that the apostle saith of the generations 
from Abraham to David, that they were in alt four teen; but 
when he comes to the second interval, he does not say as 
before ira<sat at ysvtat, the fourteen mentioned by him were 
all the generations of that interval, as knowing that for good 
reasons he had omitted three belonging to that interval; but 
only that the whole number of those which he had named 
was fourteen, as really they were. Secondly, That in every 
one of these several intervals, they were under a several and 
distinct manner of government, and thq end of each interval 
produced some alteration in the state ; in the first they were 
under judges and prophets, in the second under kings, and 
in the third under Asmonean priests; the first fourteen 
brought their state to glory in the kingdom of David ; the 
second to misery in the captivity of Babylon; and the third 
to glory again in the kingdom of Christ. The first begins 
with Abraham, who received the promise, and ends in 
David, who received it again more clearly. The second be- 
gins with the building of the temple, and ends in the destruc- 
tion of it. The third begins with their peeping out of misery 
in Babel, and ends in their accomplished delivery by Christ. 



* Ilegeiip. apa4Ea«eb. Hi'M. Keel. lib. Hi. cap. 19,20. 



[ 15 ] Ver. 19. AaOpaa-noXvoatavTrjv, toput her away privily.'] 
That is, to give her a bill of divorce privately into her hand, 
or into her bosom, before two witnesses only ; this he was 
minded to do, saith the text, because he was a just man, that 
is, a strict observer of the" rites of his nation, saith Mr. 
Selden,* who held it infamous to retain an adulteress ; . and 
this was all he could do, for though the law required that a 
married woman found lying with a man should die, i. e. 
be strangled, say the Jews ; and an espoused virgin for the 
same crime was to be stoned, (Dent. xxii. 22—24.) yet 
neither was Joseph certain that she was guilty of this* crime 
after the espousals, nor had he two witnesses of the fact, 
without which she could not be subject to the punishment 
by the Jewish canons, though she might be divorced after 
. espousals, without proof, by witnesses or otherwise, of such 
defilement: thus, in the judgment of Dr. Lightfoot and Mr. 
Selden, ^Uaiog wv, a just man, here retains its proper signi- 
fication. (See note on Rom. iii. 26.) 

[ 16 ] Ver. 23. "H -irapOivog ev yaarpi e%w a virgin shall be 
with child, and shall bring forth a son.] That the Hebrew 
alma is duly rendered irapOivog, a virgin, we prove against 
the Jews, (1.) From the authority of their own Septuagint, 
who so rendered it above three hundred years before St. 
Matthew wrote his gospel. (2.) From the derivation'of the' 
word alma from £&$, to hide, or cover; for virgins, accord- 
ing to the custom of the eastern nations, were kept in secret 
apartments from the company of men as recluses; whence, 
by the author of the books of the Maccabees, they are styled 
at KaraKkucrroi twv irapOivwv, the virgins that were shut up: 
(2 Mace. iii. 19.) and by Philo, SaXafitvotilvat iragOivot, the 
virgins kept in chambers. (Orat. in Flacc. p. 757. A.) And, 
(3.) This promise is made as a sign or miracle, to confirm 
the house of David in God's promise, made to him of the 
perpetuity of his kingdom : now what sign or miracle could" 
it be, that a woman should be with child after the ordinary 
manner? Where is the sign or wonder in this? Had no* 
more been intended, what need was there of those words, 
The Lord himself shall give you a sign? What need of that 
solemn notice, Behold! there being nothing new or strange 
in all this? 

[ 17 ] Kal Kokiaoxxji to ovofia avrov 'EfifiavovriX* and they shall 
call his name Emmanuel.] Here is, 

First, A verb personal put for an impersonal : they shall 
call his name, for, he shall be called: so Gen. xvi. 14. there- 
fore Nip the pit tvas called. Exod. xv. 23. therefore Nip, 
the name of the place was called Marah. Isa. ix. G. NIp^V 
and his name shall be called Wonderful. So also, Jer. 
xxiii. 6. this is the name INIp* 1WN by which he shall be called: 
(See Ainsw. in Gen. xvi. 14. and Neh. ii. 7. Isa. xliv.7., 
Mic. ii. 4. Amos iv. 2. 4.) So in the New Testament, 
Luke xii. 20. Thy soul shall be required of thee, airaiTovm. 
Chap. xvi. 9. S£go>vrcu Lfiag, you may be received. (Sec Dr. 
Ham. there.) Note, 

Secondly, That in tho Scripture-phrase to be called, and 
to be, is the same thing; so, My house shall be called a 
house of prayer, Isa. lvi. 7. i.e. is, or shall be so. Luke 
xix. 40. Isa. ix. G. His name shall be called Wonderful, i. e. 
he shall be a wonderful person. And Jer. xxiii. G. he shall 
be called the Lord our Righteous7iess, i. e. he shall be so. 
This being so, it is no objection against the application of 

* Ux. Heb.Iib. Hi. cap. 23. 
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tbcsc words to Christ, that ho did not bear this name, if 
really he was God with us, which is the import of it. And 
Philo* having said, 'ln<rouc & owrqpta tov Kvptov, that the 
word Jesus signifies the salvation of God; he that is called 
Jesus, must in effect be called Emmanuel. 

Obj. And whereas the Jews farther object, that this 
promise, being made to Ahaz as a sign, must have relation 
to a child born in his time, nnd therefore not to our Jesus 
born above seven hundred years after his death, — 

Arts. This objection is founded on a mistake; this pro- 
mise or sign being not given to Ahaz, who refused to ask 
a sign, Isa. vii. 12. but to the house of David, according 
to the following words, Hear ye now, O house of David, the 
Lord himself will give you a sign : now the house of David 
being then in great danger of being cut off and extinguished, 
(vcr. 2.) because the kings of Israel and Syria were como 
against them ; the promise of a Messiah, who was to bo of 
the seed of David, and to sit upon his throne, was a great 
security that the house of David should not be extinguish- 
ed, and so a proper remedy against those fears. It is in- 
quired farther, whether this name given to Christ, be any 
certain argument of his Divine nature, as it seems to be, 
for Christ is called ")1^ b$, the mighty God, Isa. ix. G. 
Now ho who is properly called El, and is also really 
Emmanu, with its, he must infallibly be that Emmanuel, 
who is God with us. But to this tho Socinians answer, 
That God is said to be a God with.us, when he gives us 
somo special tokens of his grace and favour to us, as Josh. 
i. 5. Jer. i. 8. Acts xviii. 10. Rev. xxi. 3. Since then 
Christ camo to be our Jesus, to save us from our sins, and 
givo us life eternal, he may well on that account be called 
Emmanuel, seeing God, by sending him to us for these great 
ends, was, in the most signal manner, present with us: and 
therefore it is first said, his name shall be called Jesus, for 
he shall save his people from their sins ; and then it is add- 
ed, that this was done that it might be fxdfilled, which was 
spoken by the prophet, His name shall be called Emmanuel. 

They add, that divine names aro given to things and 
places on the account of things done or to be done there; 
the place in which Abraham offered Isaac, is called Jehovah- 
jireh, the Lord hath seen, Gen. xxii. 14. the place where 
Jacob wrestled with God, Penuel, Gen. xxxii. 30. the place 
in which God appeared to him, Bethel, Gen.xxviii.19. the 
altar which Moses built, Jehovah-nissi, Exod. xvii. 15. the 
city of Jerusalem, Jehovah-shammah, the Lord is there, 
Ezck.xlviii.35. This divine name therefore, say they, might 
in like manner be given to Christ; because of the great 
things God designed to do by him for us. 

["] Ver.25. "Ew^ou tre*ce tov vibv avrfjc tov 7rpa>roYo»cov, till 
she had brought forth her first-bom son.] The person that 
first opens the womb being in Scripture styled the first- 
born, whether any other birth did follow or not; as in those 
v? oris, Sanctify to me all the first-born, i.e. whatsoever open- 
eth the womb, Exod. xiii. 2. xxxiv. 19. it cannot from this 
word bo gathered, that the blessed Virgin had any other 
offspring. 

But then it is not so easy to answer to the argument taken 
from these words, He took unto him Mary his wife, but he 
knew her not till she had brought forth her first-born; for to 
know his wife in the Scripture-phrase, still signifies to co- 

♦ De Mai. Nom. p. 823. E. 



habit with her as a wife. (See Gen. iv.l. 17. 25. xxxviii. 26'. 
Judg. xix. 25. 1 Sam. i. 19.) Secondly, Joseph was a just 
man, and tenacious of the Jewish rites; wherefore it being 
certain, that the marriage duty * was by the law, and by 
the canons of the Jews, to be paid by the husband to the 
wife, Exod. xxi. 10. and the angel having commanded him 
to take her as his wife, without any intimation that he 
should not perform the duty of a husband to her, it is not 
easy to conceive he should live twelve years with her he 
loved so well, and all that while deny that duty, which by 
tho law was not to be diminished when the wife was less 
beloved: and whereas it is said, that the words tu>g ov, he 
knew her not until, &c. do not imply ho knew her after- 
ward; because the like expression is used, when it can- 
not be concluded that was done afterward, which was said 
not to be done till then; it sccmeth evident, that scarce 
any of the places cited-scem truly parallel to this. For, 
1. Most of them speak of a thing not done afterward ; 
because it could not be done as when it is said, Michal 
had no child till the day of her death. (2 Sam. vi. 23.) Sa- 
muel came not to see Saul till the day of his death. (1 Sam. 
xv. 35. so Job xxvii. 5. Isa. xxii. 14.) Or, because the 
cause ceased afterward, as when it is said, Gen. viii. 7. 
The crow returned not till the xvaters were dried up; there 
was no reason for his returning afterward ; and when 
Christ saith, Matt, xxviii. nit. I will be with you (teaching 
all nations) to the end of the world; i. e. to the end of teach- 
ing them. So when God said-to Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 15. 
I will be with thee, I will not leave thee till I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of; if that refers to the blessing 
promised to his seed, that it should inherit the land of Ca- 
naan, he could not leave him afterward, he being long 
before that with God, and so it is an instance of the first 
kind; or, if it refers to his being with him going down to 
Padan-Aram, till he had brought him safe from thence; then 
the reason of that promise ceased after his return: or, 
lastly, because the reason of the thing still remains, as 
when it is said of tho sepulchre of Moses, No man knoweth 
of it to this day. (Deut. xxxiv. 6.) For the same reason, 
no man doth, or without a revelation will, know of it for 
ever; whereas, certain it is, that it was not impossible in 
the nature of the thing, for Joseph to know his wife after 
she had brought forth her first-born. And, secondly, The 
reason why he should know her at all, being, because sho 
was his wife, that reason ceased not after the birth of her 
first-born; nor did she conceive any second son of the 
Holy Ghost; and so the reason why he knew her not till 
she had brought forth her first-born, remained not. I there- 
fore conclude with St. Basil, f that till she had brought 
forth her first-born, her virginity was necessary, that a vir- 
gin might conceive, and bear a son, to dl tyz&w inroXvirpay- 
fiurrarov rc£ Xoy^ tov jjLvariipiov Karukdif/Qfitv, but what she 
was afterward let us leave undiscussed, as being of small 
concern to the mystery. 

CHAP. II. 

1. W OW when Jesus was born in Bcth-lehera of Judea, 
in tho days of Herod the king, behold there came wise 
men [*] from (Arabia in) [ 2 ] the east of Jerusalem. 



* Vide Seld. de Uxor, lib, iii. cap. 4. G. 



t Fol. l.p. 509. 
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2. Saying, [ 3 ] Where is he that is born king of the Jews ? 
for we have seen his star (being) in the east, and [ 4 ] are 
come (thence) to worship him. 

3. When Herod the king had heard these things, he 
(knowing that the Jews were then expecting Messiah their 
king to rule over them, and throw down all other kingdoms) 
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with hira. 

4. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where 
(i. e. in what place) Christ (their expected Messiali and 
King) should be born. 

5. And they said unto him, (he is to be born) In Beth- 
lehem of Judea: for thus it is written by the prophet 
(Micah; saying, v. 2.) 

C. [ 5 ] And thou Beth-lehem in the land of Jadab, art not 
(to be reputed) the least among the princes (or thousands) 
of Judah : for out of thee shall come a governor, that shall 
rule my people Israel (and this shall render thee truly 
great). 

7. Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise 
men, (he) inquired of them diligently, what ( was tlie exact) 
time (at which) the star appeared (to them?) 

8. And (having done this) he sent them to Beth-lehem, 
and said (to them)> Go, and search diligently for the young 
child, and when ye have found him, bring mo word again 
(Gr. tell me of it), that I may come and worship him also; 
(though his intention was not to worship, but to destroy 
him, ver. 1G.) - » 

9. When they had heard the king (say this), they de- 
parted, and, lo, I s ] the star, which they saw (or had seen, 
being) in the east (of Judea), went before them till it came, 
and stood over (the house) where the young child was 
(k e. till coming over the house where tlie child was, it stood 
still). 

10. (And) when they saw the star (again thus conduct- 
ing them to, and then standing over, the house where the 
child was), they rejoiced with exceeding great joy (for the 
Divine conduct). 

11. And when they were come into the house, they saw 
the young child with Mary his mother, and (they) [ 7 ] fell 
down, and worshipped him ; and when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented to hira gifts, (viz.) gold, and 
frankincense, and myrrh. 

12. And being warned of God in a dream, that they should 
not return to Herod, they (in obedience to the Divine com- 
mand) departed into their own country, another (and more 
private) way. 

13. And when (or after) they were departed, behold the 
angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying 
(to him), Arise, and take tho young child, and his mother, 
and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee 
v?oxd (that thou with safety may est return): for Herod will 
seek (after) the young child to destroy him. 

14. And when he arose (fromhis bed), he took the young 
child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: 

15. And was there until the death of Herod, that (by his 
abode there) it might bo fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, (Hosea xi. 1.) saying, [ 8 ] Out of 
Egypt have I called my Son. 

16. Then p] Herod, when he saw that he was mocked 
of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth (his 
officers), and (they having received commission from him so 



to do) slew all the children that were in Beth-lehem, and 
(in) all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, 
according (or even) to the time, which he had diligently 
inquired of the wise men. 

j-ioj \j Then was fulfilled (by another more eminent 
completion) that which was spoken by Jeremy the pro- 
phet, saying, (xxxi. 15.) 

18* In Ramah (near to Beth-lehem) was there a voice 
heard (of), lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be com- 
forted, because they are not (i. e. because they were dead). 

19. But when Herod was dead, behold an angel of the 
JJord appeareth in a dream to Joseph (being then) in 
Egypt, 

20. Saying (to him), Arise, and take the young child, 
and his mother, and go (back) into the land of Israel : 
for they are (he is) dead which sought the young child's 
life. 

21. And he (accordingly) arose, and took the young 
child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. 

22. But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Ju- 
dea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thi- 
ther : notwithstanding fGr. but), being warned of God in a 
dream (so to do), he turned aside into the parts of Galilee 
(where Herod Antipas was seated, from tvhom there tvas 
less apprehension of danger). 

[ n ] 23. And he came and dwelt in a city called ^Naza- 
reth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet, He shall be called (by way of reproach) a Na- 
zarene. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. II. 

I 1 ] Ver.l. MATOI, wise men.] Though the Greek word 
signifies magicians, yet seeing in the ancient times that 
word was not appropriated to that evil sense which now it 
bears, but generally signified men of wisdom and learning, 
skilled in the knowledge of things natural and divine ; and 
more especially in that sort of learning which relates to the 
sun, moon, and stars, as we learn from Porphyry,* Apu- 
leius,f Dio ChrysostomusJ and others : and, seeing the 
evangelist seems to have given them that name, not as a 
note of infamy, but as an honourable title; therefore doth 
our translation stylo them wise men, such as the old Greeks 
named <ro#oi, the sages of their time. The Arabians of the 
east, especially the sons of Teman, being renowned for 
wisdom. (1 Kings iv. 30. Jer. xlix.7.) 

As for the dignity and number of these men, the tradi- 
tion of tho Roman church saith, that for number they were 
three, and all of royal dignity: hence in their office for 
Epiphany, they apply that of the Psalmist to them, The 
kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts : but had they 
been of so great quality, we cannot reasonably think the 
evangelist would have omitted a circumstance of so great 
moment/both for their honour and our Lord's ; we also 
should, in likelihood, have had some mention of their royal 
train and equipage, and all Jerusalem would have been 



* n*gi fxb toTj nipo-atf ol wijl to Qitev rtyol — ttal rovrov S-EpiffomjMe&yoi f*iv n*{0- 
^ayopiuwrar Porphvr. do abst. lib. iv. {. 16. 

t MaytU — iffri H TouTo SiSjt SipairtU* PJaio apud Apal. Apol. p. $90. 
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moved as much to sco them come, as they were at tho 
hearing their question : Herod would likely have received 
them with more respect, and not have let them go alone to 
Bclh-lehcm ; much less would he have laid upon thein his 
commands to return back and give hiin an account of the 
child found. This therefore is an instance of the uncer- 
tainty and vanity of tho traditions of that church. 

[*] *Ato avaroXwv, from the east.] Ilenco tho opinion of 
some, that the wise men came from Chaldea, a country re- 
nowned for magicians and astrologers, may be confuted ; 
because the ancient prophets, who foretold the destruction 
of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans, tell us, that they lay not 
east,but north of Jewry, and eaino from thence upon them. 
Hence they aro called the families of the north, and an evil 
breaking out of the north, Jer. i. 14, 15. a people coming 
out of the north country, Jer. vi. 22. (See Joel ii. 20.) It 
is therefore more probable they came from Arabia, which 
was, saith Tacitus,* the bound of Judea eastward: and 
hence, in the Scripture, the Arabians are sometimes called 
the men of the east. SoJudg.vi.3. The children of the 
east came up against them, that is, the Arabians. Job i. 3. 
Tliis man was the greatest of all the men in the east. More- 
over, the gifts, which these men offered, were the nativo 
commodities of Arabia; the gold of Sheba in Arabia, Psal. 
Ixxii. 15. Frankincense and myrrh of the same place, ac- 
cording to that of the poet, " Mollcs suathura Sabaci." Add 
to this, that much of Arabia was in the land of Canaan; 
whence David and Solomon, to whom the promise of 
having the land of Canaan was made good in its full ex- 
tent, dilated their dominions over these countries, even to 
Euphrates ; and they, who lived there, were of the seed of 
Abraham. Now it is moro likely, these first-fruits of the 
gentiles should be brought to do homage to the King of the 
Jews, from a country which did as much to David and So- 
lomon, the types of Christ, than from a foreign nation, and 
to conceive, that they were of the seed of Abraham rather 
than of another race. Nor is it to be wondered, that the 
magi should be said to come from the east, since Porphyryf 
informs us, that Pythagoras went into Arabia to acquire 
wisdom : and Grotius here cites Ptolemy, saying, That 
Arabia was " magorum sinus," the receptacle oftht magi: 
and Pliny J saith, this art " toto terrarum orbe, pluri- 
misquc sosculis valnit," obtained through many ages in the 
whole world ; that it prevailed in most nations, " ct in oriente 
regnum (1. regum) regibus imperet'/' and in the east ruled 
over kings of kings. (See Examen Millii here.) 

[ 3 J Ver. 2.[IIou torlv o Ti^tc BaatAtuc tCov 'lovSafwv, tidofiev 
yaQ avTov tov avriaa ; Where is he that is bom King of the 
Jews, for we have seen his star?] Here the inquiry is, How 
these men could know that this was his star, or that it sig- 
nified the birth of a king? Most of the ancients^ answer, 
That they learned this from these words of Balaam, (Numb. 
xxiv. 17.) Tliere shall come a star out of Jacob, and a sceptre 
shall arise out of Israel, and shall smite through the princes 
ofMoab, and destroy all the children of Setji ; and Edom 
shall be a possession to him. But evident it is, that these 

. * " Tcrnc fincsqne qoac id Orientcm rerguol Arabia terminantor." Ilisl. lib. v. 
Ed. Lips. p. 617. 

t InvitaPjUisg.p. 185. Cjril.contr. Jolian. lib, x. 

% Lib. xxx. cap. 1. 

$ Oris;. Hum. 15. in Nomb. Hi. M, Ambr. lib. ii. cap. 15. Ires. lib. iii. cap. 9. 
Teitul. adr. Marc. cap. 28. 



words speak not of a star that should arise at any prince's 
birth, but of a king, which should be glorious and splendent 
in his dominions, as stars are in the firmament, and who 
should vanquish and possess those three nations as Davicl 
did. Moreover, from this text, they might have as ratio- 
nally expected to have seen a sceptre as a star; it being as 
expressly said, a sceptre shall arise out of Israel, as that a 
star shall come out of Jacob. Add to this, that we know of 
no record in which this prophecy was preserved, but the 
books of Moses, which these nations neither read nor be- 
lieved. Others do therefore say, these wise men were by a 
revelation, or by an angel, told the meaning of this star : 
and one among the ancients cites an apocryphal history, 
saying,* This star appeared in the form of a child, holding 
a cross in his hand, and telling them, that Christ was born, 
and that they should go to Jerusalem to worship him. But 
these conjectures are all sufficiently confuted by this one 
consideration, That the wise men give not this as the rea- 
son of their coming, that they had seen an angel, a. vision, 
or had a revelation of this matter, but that they had seen a 
star. For the true resolution therefore of this question, let 
^it be considered, ThatTacitusf and Suetonius % inform us, 
That through the whole east it was expected, that about that 
time a king was to arise out of Judea, who should rule over 
all the world. Nor could it well be otherwise, since from the 
time of the Babylonian captivity, wo find the Jews .dis- 
persed throughout all the provinces of the Persian mon- 
archy, (Esth. iii. 8.) and that in numbers sufficient to 
gather themselves together, and to defend themselves 
against their enemies in those provinces, (Esth. ix. 2. 16.) 
and many of the people of tho land became Jews. (Esth. 
viii.17.) And after their return into their land they in- 
creased so mightily, as that they w r erc dispersed through- 
out Africa, Asia, and many cities and islands of Europe ; 
and, as Josephus saith, wherever they dwelt, they made 
many proselytes to their religion. (See the note on James 
i. 1. and onlPet. i. 1.) These wise men therefore living so 
near to Judea, the seat of this prophecy, and conversing 
with the Jews, i. e. among them who were every where ex- 
pecting the completion of it at that time; they being also 
skilled in astrology, and seeing this star or light appearing 
in Judea, might reasonably conjecture, that it signified the 
completion of that celebrated prophecy touching the king 
of Jewry; over the centre of wktoh land, they, being in the 
east, then saw it hang. And sure it was a better way to 
read this lesson to them, by setting this light upon the very 
place where the king that it betokened was bom, rather 
than in the east part of heaven, where it might seem to de- 
note something among the. Indians or other eastern na- 
tions, rather than among the Jews. The learned Dr. Alix 
saith, the Jews believed that there were prophets in the 
kingdom of Saba and Arabia, they being of the posterity 
of Abraham, by Keturah, as you may learn from the note 
of the bishop of Ely, on Gen. xxv. 2, 3. and that they pro- 
phesied, or taught successively in the name of God, what 
they had received by tradition from the mouth of Abraham. 



* " Auctor operis imperfecti in Mattlitcum." 

t " Ploribns per aasio ineral anliqnis sacerdotom literis conlineri, eo ipso tem- 
pore fore ul valesceret Oricoa, profuctiqoe Judea rcrum potircntur." Tacit. Hist, 
lib. v. p. 6*21. 

X " Percrebnerat Orienle lota vctas et constnns opinio, ease in falls, at eo lempore 
Judea profeoti rerom potirentur." Soet. in vita Vcsp. cap. 4« 
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And so when Solomon was exalted to the kingdom, these 
Sabeans said, perhaps he is the Messiah, and therefore 
came to him ; for this he citesBereschith Rabba Moses Had- 
darson, cap. 25. B. Now if this tradition continued with 
them to these times, as in all likelihood it might, seeing, as 
Philostorgius relates, ovk oXiyov 7rXrj$oc 'IovSafwv avroXg 
avaTrfyvprcu, a considerable number of the Jews was mixed 
with them ; here is a more plausible account, both of the 
coming of the Arabian magi, and of their faith in the king 
Messiah. What this star was, see note on ver. 9, 10. 

[ 4 ] Kal tJXS-ojucv irpoatcvvrjacu avrw, and are come to worship 
him.] Here the inquiry is, when they came to Jerusalem, 
whether within thirteen days after the birth of Christ, as the 
received time of celebrating the Epiphany imports, and as 
most Christians have from the fifth century supposed; or, 
whether they came only in the second year of Christ's age, as 
some conjecture from these words, ver. 16. Herod sent forth, 
a?idsleiv all the children thatwerein Beth-lehem, and all the 
coasts thereof, from hco years old, and under, according to 
the time that lie had diligently inquired of the wise men. For 
resolution of this question, observe, That it seems evident, 
from comparing St. Matthew and St. Luke; that the wise 
men came within forty days after our Saviour's birth ; for 
St. Matthew expressly saith, they found Christ at Bcth-le- 
hem ; whereas St. Luke informs us, th&twhen the forty days 
of his mother's purification were accomplished, they brought 
the child to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord; and after 
that we never read of their return with hixnto Beth-lehem, 
and therefore have no reason to presume they did so, (Luke 
ii. 22.) but on the contrary we are told, that when they 
had performed all things according to the law of the JLord, 
they returned into Galilee to their own city Nazareth, 
(ver. 39.) Arabia then being so near unto Judca, that 
much of it belonged to the land of Canaan, the wise men 
having also their swift dromedaries to ride upon, and the 
same cause to say as did the shepherds, when the light 
shone from heaven upon them, Let us now go and see this 
thing which is to come to pass, (Luke ii.15.) I see no rea- 
son why these wise men might not come within the compass 
of these days to Jerusalem, and so no certain ground to 
think this festival hath been misplaced by the church* 

Ob). Against this it is said, That immediately after these 
wise men's departure, the angel appeared to Joseph, (ver. 13.) 
and dispatched them to Egypt; which could not be before 
the time of Mary's purification, for then they went up to Je- 
rusalem, (Luke ii. 22.) and so not to Egypt ; nor after their 
return from Egypt, could they go up to Jerusalem for this 
end; for the text saith expressly, that Joseph then was 
afraid to gointo Judea, and therefore receded to Nazareth; 
nor could they go up to Jerusalem after the departure of the 
magi, for that had been to cast themselves into Herod's 
hands at Jerusalem. 

Ans. But (1.) the text doth not say, That the angel ap- 
peared to Joseph immediately after the departure of the wise 
men, but only that avax<*>py)<ravT<*>v avrwv, he di£ so, they 
being returned, leaving the time indefinite: seeing thereforo 
there is a necessity of saying, the angel appeared a con- 
siderable time after their departure, I therefore conjecture, 
that he appeared to Joseph with this message, being not 
at Beth-lehem, but at Jerusalem or at Nazareth, and that 
thence he fled into Egypt. 

(2.) I add, that going to Jerusalem aftertho magi >vere 
vol. v. 



departed, when the days for the purification of his mother 
came, could not be casting themselves . into the hands, 
of Herod; because he knew nothing of this being the 
child they came to worship; and so, they staying there so 
little time, might be as safe there as elsewhere. Nay, had 
Herod known which personally was the child they wor- 
shipped, why should he slay all the. young children in 
Beth-lehem without distinction ? As to the second objec- 
tion from ver. 16. see what may be answered to it in the 
note there. . . 

But, after all, I confess there is one circumstance that 
seems to make it probable, that the angel spake to. Joseph 
to depart from Beth-lehem into Egypt ; whence it must fol- 
low, that after the purification of the Virgin-mother, they 
returned to Beth-lehem ; viz. that Herod's seeking to destroy, 
the child, is assigned as the cause of this flight. Now we 
find not, that he ever made or designed any other attempt 
to destroy him, than by slaying the young children at Beth- 
lehem. But to this,the answer is easy; That Simeon hav- 
ing made such an honourable mention of this child at his 
appearance in the temple, as of the Lord's Christ ; (ver. 26.) 
and Anna the prophetess speaking of .him as such, to all 
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem, (ver. 38.) where 
perhaps Herod stayed for the answer of the wise men; this 
must render Christ's stay at Jerusalem, or in Herod's juris- 
diction, very dangerous ; . and so might give occasion to the 
message of the angel to Joseph, to depart thence quickly 
with him into Egypt, lest Herod hearing this fame of him. 
should attempt to slay him. Moreover, Herod might have, 
inquired what children might have been born in Beth-lehem 
in the time of the enrolment, whose parents lived elsewhere, 
and so might have come to the knowledge of this supposed, 
son of Joseph: and this might make it necessary that he 
should fly with him into Egypt. 

I s ] Ver. 6. Kal <rv BcGA^ju, yn 'IovSa, ovSajuwc tXax«m? & ^ 
role; wyznomv 'IovSa* And thou Beth-lehem, in the land ofJu- 
dah, art not the least among the princes ofJudah.] These 
words arc cited from Micah v. 2. where, according to the 
original, they run thus, Thou Beth-lehem-Ephratah, though 
thou art little among the thousands ofjudah. And to make, 
them agree, perfectly with St. Matthew's version, observe, 

First, That Beth-lehem-Ephratah and Beth-lehem-Judah, 
are both names of the same town, as appears from these 
words, And Rachel died, and was buried in.theway to Eph- 
ratah, whichis Beth-lehem; and it is called Beth-lehem-Ju- 
dah, Judg. xvii. 7. xix. 2. in these words, And the husband 
of Naomi was a man of Beth-lehem-Judah, Ruth i. 1. , Yet 
of Boaz, who married Ruth, to raise up seed unto him, it is 
said, Do thou worthily in the house of Ephratah, (Ruth iv.. 
11.) and it is so named to distinguish it from another Beth- 
lehem in the tribe of Zebulun, mentioned Josh. xix. 15. 
Here also David's father lived, and he himself was born. 
(1 Sam. xvii. 12. John vii. 42.) Note, • . 

. Secondly, That the thousands ofJudah, and the princes 
or governors of Judah, are in sense the same ; for thousands , 
are mentioned in allusion to the custom. of the Israelites, of 
dividing their tribes into thousands, ovpr .every one of which 
thousands was a, prince or chief: (Exod. xviii. .25. 1 Sam., 
x. 19.) so that to say, among the thotisdnds or princes is all 
one. Note, 

Thirdly, That the Hebrew word -pltt, which is rendered 
little, Micah v, 2, signifies also great, or of great note and 
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esteem. Hence It.Tahchum renders the place thus, Thou 
shall be chitf, prince, or rider, among the thousands of Ju- 
dah: so STTWOnp, the little horn, Dan. viii. 9. is ren- 
dered by the LXX. irf/>*c Icrxyphv, and by the Arabic, cor- 
nu forte, a strong horn. So Jcr. xlriii. 4. ^piltt his little 
ones, is in the Chaldcc, stdtanum, his riders; and, Zech. 
xiii.7. DHiran is rendered by the LXX. irofctvtc. ( See 
MSS. Alex, by the Syriac, superiors.) 

[ 6 J Ver. 9. Kai \$ox> b a<rnip, 5v tlSoviv ry avaroky, rrpoTjytv 
abrovf And, behold, the star which they saw in the east went 
before them, till coming over the place where the child was, 
it stood.'] Hence it is evident, this star could not be one of 
the heavenly orb, but only some now and extraordinary 
appearance, seated only in the air : (1.) Because it ac- 
tually did, and was designed to shew the place of Christ's 
nativity, the very house of his abode, which no celestial 
star could do: because they never hung over one country 
more than another, and much less over any certain place. 
(2.) Because it moved so as they do not, by intervals, 
moving sometimes, and sometimes standing still ; where- 
as they move perpetually, their motion also is from east to 
west, whereas the motion of this star was from north to 
south. It therefore seems probable this seeming star ap- 
pearing to the wise men of the east, might only bo that glo- 
rious light which shone upon the Beth-lehem shepherds 
when the angel came to impart unto them the tidings of 
our Saviour's birth ; for that this light was exceeding great, 
is clear from that expression which styles it the glory qf the 
Lord; that it was a light from heaven hanging over their 
heads, the Greek assures us; that " cmicuit ex alto," it 
shone upon them from on high, the Latin saith. Now wo 
know that such a light at a great distance appearcth like a 
star, or at least after it had thus shone about the shepherds, 
it might be lifted up on high, and then formed into the like- 
ness of a star. This body of light, or another like it, when 
they journeyed to Jerusalem, was formed into the like- 
ness of that star they had formerly seen, and went before 
them in the air to Beth-lehem, and then sunk down so low 
as to point out the very house where the babe lay. And 
if this should be so, the star the wise men saw must havo 
appeared to them the very day of Christ's nativity ; for of 
the light appearing to the shepherds, St. Luke informs us, 
(ii. 8. 11.) that it was then seen the very day and night of 
Christ's nativity. 

(7] Ver. 11. Kai Trt<j6vrt£ irpo<nKvvi)<rav avrt$, m\ Trpo<ri}vty- 
Kav abry Evpa, ypvaov, Kai Xfj3avov, Kai ajxvpvav, and falling 
down they worshipped him, and when they had opened their 
treasures, they presented to him gifts, gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.] Of the import of the word irpoaKwuv, to wor- 
ship, and that it doth as well signify civil as religious 
worship, even when it is performed by prostration, sec the 
notes on Matt, viii. 2. But though this word will do us no 
service against the Socinians, it is worthy our observation, 
that the Christians from the beginning, either from this ado- 
ration, or the gifts offered, did collect even then that Christ 
was God, or at the least that both were fitly given to him, 
as being truly God, whatever the wise men might think of 
him. Thus Justin Martyr* teacheth that Christ being God, 
could not receive the Holy Ghost as wanting him, or his 



am. Dial, cum Tjpb. p. 515. C. 



assistance ; and saith, of this we have a testimony from 
the magi of Arabia, who, as soot as the child was born, 
came and worshipped him. Irenaeus* saith, the wise men, 
by tho gifts they offered, shewed who he was that was tvor- 
shipped; offering myrrh, because he was to die for mankind; 
gold because he was a king, whose kingdom should have no 
end; and frankincense, because he was God. Tertullianf 
saith, they honoured him with these gifts, " quasi Deum 
et regem," as a God and king: and when Cclsus laughed 
at the wise men as irpotTKvvovvrtc «rl iriiiriov, wq Qtbv, wor- 
shipping Christ whilst an infant, as God; OrigenJ answers, 
that they brought gifts to him compounded, as it were, of God 
and man ; gold, as an ensign of his kingly power; myrrh, 
as to one that was to die ; and frankincense, as to a God. 
It also may deserve to be observed that Kimchi on those 
words of Isaiah, lx. 6. All they ofSheba shall come, they 
shall bring gold and incense, &c. saith, They shall bring 
them for an offering to the king Messiah. 

H Ver. 15. 'E£ Alyvrrrov itcaXtaa rbv viov fiov, Out of Egypt 
have I called my Son.] This is cited from Hos. xi. 1. and 
not from Nnmb. xxiv. 8. for the words in Numbers are 
the words of Balaam, whom the evangelists would not cite 
by the honourable name of a prophet without any distinc- 
tion from the prophets sent by God to the Jews; nor doth 
he say, as Hosea doth word for word, I have called my Son 
out of Egypt. 

Secondly, Note that it cannot be truly said, that these 
words are by St. Matthew mentioned as belonging to Christ 
only by way of application or accommodation, though the 
Holy Ghost, who spake them by the prophet, intended not 
they should be again fulfilled in him : for this cannot an- 
swer what is here said by St. Matthew, that Christ was 
called out of Egypt, that it might be fzdfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet; for certainly these 
words can import no less than that the calling of Christ out 
of Egypt, was by God intended as a completion of these 
words, and that till he was called thence, they had not 
their full and ultimate completion. Note, 

Thirdly, That Israel was a type of Christ, as being by 
God called his Son, his first-born, Exod. iv. 22. and God 
bearing the relation of a father to Israel, Jer. xxxi. i). 
hence Israel is put for Christ, Isa. xlix. 3. in these words, 
Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified; 
and what is in the Hebrew, Behold my servant, whom I 
uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth, Isa. xlii. 1. 
is in the Chaldee, My servant the Messiah; and in the Greek, 
Jacob my servant, and Israel mine elect: now as a prophet- 
ical prediction is then fulfilled when what was foretold is 
come to pass; so a type is then fulfilled when that is done 
in the antitype, which was done in the type before. Note, 

Fourthly, That the words run in the time past, Out of 
Egypt have I called; and that not only because this is the 
way of prophetical predictions, to speak of those things as 
already done, which shall be as certainly accomplished, 
as if they wore already done ; but because they had already , 
been fulfilled in the type. Note, 

* " Per ea qute oblulerunl rauuera aslendisse, qnis erat qui adorabalar ; Myrrhs 
qtridem qnod ipse eral qui pro mortali hnmano genere moreretur ; Anrum vero, quo-. 
niara Rex cnjbs Regni 6nis non est ; Thna vero, qunniam Dens/' lib. iii. cap. 10. 

t Adr, Mansion, lib. iii. cap. 12. Ad v. Jnd, cap. 9. p. 196. 

$ Orig, contra Cels. p. 45. Gifem; /uiy JaJja-d evrQir* rtyt Ix Sloy xai hfy&ww &t 
Baa-iXiTth Xfvrcr, if it TfQvnfo^yaj'Tfl* tf/Auftar, i? U 0im tIj Xi£awrr&, p. 46. Sea 
Calen. in Matt. p. 18. 
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Fifthly, That St. Matthew cites only these words of Ho- 
sea, Out of Egypt have I called my Son, as words to be ful- 
filled in Christ, and not any more, making Israel a type of 
Christ only in this regard, that they were called out of 
Egypt, as he was to be so ; so that it doth not hence follow, 
that any other words in this prophecy are to be referred to 
Christ, and so no argument taken from the following words, 
which do not belong to him, can be of any validity to prove 
that these do not, which here the Holy Ghost applieth to 
him. Nor is it any objection against what hath been said, 
that the Jews could not understand this intendment of these 
words, for th*y were not concerned to understand it till 
the completion of these words in Christ; and then sure 
they who abounded with mystical interpretations of the 
law and the prophets, could not reasonably object against 
this application of these words to God's calling his own 
Son out of Egypt. The Jews have no cause to blame the 
evangelist for ascribing these things to the Messiah, which, 
in their literal sense, belong also to the people of Israel, 
it being the manner of their nation so to do. So the author 
of Midrash Tehillim, on Psal. ii. 7. saith, The mysteries 
of the king Messiah are declared in the law, the prophets, 
and the hagiographa. In the law, as it is written, (Exod. 
iv. 22.) Israel is my Son, even my first-born. Hence R. Na- 
than, in Schemoth Rabba, on those words speaks thus; 
As I made Jacob my first-born, as I said, Exod. iv. 22. so 
have I made the Messiah my first-born; as it is said, Psal. 
lxxxix. 28.* I will make him my first-born, higher than 
the kings of the earth. And since God delivered this people 
out of Egypt, with respect to the Messiah, who should be 
born of them, those places, which do immediately respect 
the people of Israel, may well be thought to have a farther 
respect to that Messiah, who was to be born of them. 

-[ 9 ] Ver. 16. Then Herod sent forth, and $leiv all the 

children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts there- 
of, enro SutovqkclL Karwrlpb), Kara rbv xpovov, ov iiKplfiwat irapa 
twv Maywv, from two years old and under, according (or 
even) to the time that he had diligently inquired of the wise 
men.~] Hence some infer that it must have been above a 
year after our Saviour's birth, that the wise men came to 
Jerusalem, or thatthey gave an account to Herod^of the 
appearance of the star ; for why else should Herod slay 
the children/rom two years old and under? And why is he 
said to have done this according to the time that he had 
learnt exactly from the wise men? but this seems not cer- 
tain from these words; for (1.) htrlZ>uv is only to live a 
year: thus of some wasps Aristotle* says, ov Sur'govm, 
they live not a whole year, but all die in the winter, and the 
like he saith of the fish polypus; and in Hesychius and 
Phavorinus, he is Surrjs who lives, SI oXov rov trovg,a-whole 
year; and if so, these words may be rendered from a year 
old and under; even so much under as Kara rbv x°uvov, 
even to the time of the appearance of the star, of which time 
he had diligently inquired ; and if the words will admit of 
this construction, it is evident they afford no semblance of 
an argument, that the wise men came above a year after 
our Saviour's birth. But let Swrfo signify two years, yet 
if Kara rbv \q6vov refer not to it, but only to the word *carw- 
ripa) under, even so far under as to, or according to, the time 
of the star's appearing, we cannot from these words collect, 



Hist. Acini, lib, Ix. cap. 41. cap, 37. 



how long it was after Christ's birth before these wise men 
came to Jerusalem. There is little account to be given of 
the actions of a tyrant, who slew three of his own sons, 
and it is reasonable to conceive he would endeavour to 
make sure work, and so might be induced to slay all bom 
inBeth-lehera, a year before and more, even to the time of 
the star's appearing to declare the birth of this King ; thus, 
though the Jews had told him from the oracle, that Christ 
was to be bora in Beth-lehem, he is not content to slay the 
infants there, but shed their blood in, all the coasts thereof 
•It is much admired why Josephus, who relates his mur- 
der of some youths when he was only governor of Galilee, 
and the cry of their mothers for justice against him for it, 
should yet say nothing of the slaughter of these infants. 
But Josephus* being only born ,in the first year of Caius, 
and the thirty-eighth of Christ, and writing his History of 
the Jewish Wars in the fifty-sixth t year of his age, and this 
slaughter of these infants being not likely. to be preserved 
in the Jewish records, it is not so much wonderful, that he 
who wrote ninety-four years after the fact was done, should 
make no mention of it. It is sufficient that it is preserved 
inMacrobius,J who saith, that ivhen Augustus had heard, 
that among the children, which under two years old Herod 
the king had slain in Syria, his own son was one, he passed 
this joke upon him, It is better to be Herod's hog than Jiis 
son; though it must also be confessed that Macrobius is 
mistaken in the circumstances of this story. 

[- 10 ] Ver. 17. Tore JTrXrjpw^T) rb pt)$lv W 'Itptfilov rov Ilpo<pfi- 
rov,\(yovrog,18. <Pwvi) Iv'fafxa riKOwQrj, &C. Then was fulfilled 
that which was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, A 
voice was heard in Rama, Rachel weeping for her children, 
and tvouldnot be comforted, because they were not J] Here 
note (1.), that it is not here said as ver. 15. ha rAriQwQy, 
this was done that it might be fulfilled, but ran tnXripwOi), i.e. 
then that happened which gave a more full completion to 
those words of Jeremy, and so a greateroccasion to Rachel 
to weep for her children than before, which the providence 
of God foreseeing, his Spirit might have a reference to it in 
these words. For, (1 .) Rachel being. dead so long before 
the captivity, she may as well be introduced weeping here 
as there. (2.) The slaughter of the Beth-lemites might well 
be styled the. slaughter other children, she being buried 
there, (Gen.xxxv.19.) and the Beth-lemites being descend- 
ed from her husband and her own sister. (3.) The slaugh- 
ter of the innocents being not restrained to Beth-lehem, but 
extended to all the coasts round about, and Ramah beipg 
in the tribe of Benjamin, which sprang from Rachel, and 
not far from Beth-lehem, the voice of her weeping may be 
well said to be heard in Rama. 

Secondly, Note, that this weeping forher children was, 
saith the prophet, chi ainnu, because they were not. (Jer. 
xxxi. 15.) Now the import of this phrase is this, they were 
dead, or taken away from the land of the living. (Gen. v. 24. 
xlii. 13. Psal. xxxix. 13. civ. 35. Jer. x. 20. xlix. 10. 
Lam. v. 7.) Accordingly,though the Jews then undoubtedly 
had embraced the doctrine of the immortality of the, soul, 
yet saith the son of Sirach, (xvii.28.) Praise perisjieth awb 
vtKpov, &g fir)$l ovrog, from the dead, as not being ; and in 

* De vita sua ab initio. t Antiq, lib. xx. cap. olt. 

t "Cum audivisset (Augustus) ioler pueros quos in Syria Herodes Rex Jodaeo- 
rom Infra bimalum jussii intorfici, filiuin quoque ejus occisum, ait, Melius est Hero- 
dis porcam esse, quara filium." Saturn, lib. ii. cap. 4. p. 279. 
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that very chapter in which Josephus* asserts the perpetual 
duration of the soul ; he saith, We have received from God 
our being, kq\ to /iijiefn tlvai irakw £k*ffv< t > Z&ofxtv, and to him 
we render again our 7iot being; that is, as the context shews, 
we return that goul which he hath given us; and this be- 
ing not literally true of her own children gone into capti- 
vity, from which, saith God, they shall come again to their 
own borders, (ver.lG, 17.) why should it be thought strange 
that so literal a completion of these words should also bo 
referred to by the Holy Ghost? 

["] Vcr. 23. "Ottwc TrXtipwOg rbpifilv Sta tvjv Upo<Pnro>v, 3n 
Na^aoaToc KXq&ijcrtrac, He dwelt in his own city Nazareth, that 
it might be fulfilled, which was spoken by the prophets, He 
shall be called a Nazarene.'] Here note, 

First, That, because that is here said to be fulfilled, which 
was spoken by the prophets, to ptflv, not that which was 
written, some here think it enough to say, there was among 
the ancient prophets a belief that the Messiah should be a 
Nazarenc, and that this was delivered down by tradition. 
But I cannot acquiesce in this ; for (1.) the foundation of 
this criticism is false, the phrase to pt)$iv being used thir- 
teen times in this gospel, and but once elsewhere in the 
New Testament; and it is always used of that which is 
written. It is twice so used in this chapter, ver. 15. 17; 
ouce i. 22. (See i v. 14. viii.17. xii. 17. xiii.35. xxi. 4. 
xxii.31. xxiv. 15. xxvii. 9. and Mark xiii. 14.) (2.) How 
comes any one to know that any such tradition was de- 
livered by the ancient prophets to the Jews, when they 
themselves know nothing of it; and therefore upon this ac- 
count accuse St. Matthew as citing what was no where to 
be found? nor find I any of the ancient Christians, who 
mention this supposed tradition; but cither say the apostle 
refers to some writings of tho prophets, which were then 
extant, but are now lost, or to some writings not put into 
the canon, or some interpretations of their writings. Let 
it be therefore noted from St. Jerome, 

Secondly, That St. Matthew doth not cite any particular 
prophet for these words, as he had done, i. 22. and here 
v. 15. 17. and in other places above cited, but only saith, 
this was spoken by the prophets in general/}* w pluraliter 
autera prophetas vocans ostendit/se non verba de Scrip- 
turis sumpsisse, sed sensum," and tliereby shews he took 
not the words from the prophets, but the sense only. Note, 

Thirdly, That all the interpretations, which refer this to 
Christ'sbeing called Nctzer,f/*ei?ra?7c7i,(Isa.xi.l.Jer.xxiii. 
5.) or the Holy One, or one separated from the faults of man- 
kind, fail in this, that they give no account how this was ful- 
filled by Christ's being at Nazareth; he being as much the 
Branch, the Holy One, when he was born at Beth-lehem, 
and before he went to Nazareth, as after. 

Fourthly, Note therefore, that 6 Na£apa7oc, the Nazarite, 
was a name of infamy put upon Christ and Christians, both 
by the unbelieving Jews and gentiles. There was among 
the Jews a celebrated thief, called Ben Nezcr, and in allu- 
sion to him, they gave this name to Christ. So Abarbinel 
saith, the little horn, mentioned Dan. vii. 8. is Ben Nezer, 
that is, Jesus of Nazareth. And this title of Nazarccan, 
both the Jews and the enemies of Christianity gave always 
by way of contempt to our Jesus, and that because he was 



• De Bell. Jnd. lib. iii. cap. 25. p. 852. 
t Jotep . Antiv lib. xW. cap. B. p. 475. 



supposed to come out of this very city ; yea, his very going 
to dwell there, was one occasion *f his being contemned, 
despised, and rejected, by the Jews. Thus when Philip 
saith to Nathanacl, We have found Jesus of Nazareth of 
tvhom Moses spake: Nathanacl answers, Can any good 
thing come out of Nazareth? (John i. 47.) and when Nico- 
demus seemed to favour him, the Sanhedrin spake thus to 
him, Search and look, for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. 
(John vii. 52.) Note, 

Fifthly, That most of the prophets speak of Christ as of 
a person that was to be reputed vile and abject, despised 
and rejected of men. Thus the Psalmist saith of him, For 
thy sake have I suffered reproach, shame hath covered my 
face, W\Yn "jpft. I was an alien to my brethren, and a fo- 
reigner to my mother's sons ; for the zeal of thine house 
hath eaten me, and the reproaches of them that reproached 
thee fell on me. (Psal. lxix. 9, 10.) Isaiah saith of him, 
(liii.3.) He was despised and rejected of men; he was de- 
spised, and we esteemed him not. Here then is a plain 
sense of these words; the angel sent him to this contempti- 
ble place, that he might thence have a name of infamy and 
contempt put upon him, according to the frequent intima- 
tions of the prophets. 

At the close of this chapter, I think it proper to consider 
two new opinions of Mr. Winston, who, in his Harmony 
of the Gospels, asserts, 

First, That Herod slew the infants at Beth-lehem the same 
day that he cut off his son Antipater; that is, saith Jo- 
scphus, but fivo days before his death. 

Secondly, That Joseph fled into Egypt, and returned 
thence before the purification of the Virgin Mary in the 
temple at Jerusalem. Now, the second opinion is demon- 
stratively false; for the Virgin-mother coming to Jerusalem 
with her offering, when the days of her purification were ac- 
complished, (Luke ii. 23—34.) must come thither before 
her flight into Egypt, or not at all, seeing at their return 
from Egypt into the land of Israel, St. Matthew hath ex- 
pressly told us, that Joseph xvas afraid to go into Judea, 
(ii. 22.) And that by a Divine admonition, he was di- 
verted from any thoughts' of doing so, and avzx<*>pn<n re- 
turned, or w r entback into Galilee to his own city Nazareth ; 
and how absurd is it to imagine, that after his own fears, 
and the Divine admonition to the contrary, he should go 
on, not only into Judea, where Archclaus then reigned, 
(ver. 24.) but even to Jerusalem, where he continued till he 
took his journey to Rome? Nor is Joseph bid to return 
back into the land of Judea, but into the land of Israel; 
(Matt. ii. 20.) that is, as that message is farther explained, 
ver. 22, 23. into Galilee to his own city Nazareth. 

Obj. But it is said, that he could not pass from Egypt to 
Nazareth, but through the land of Judah. 

Ans. The way from Pclusium to Nazareth was by Gaza, 
Azotus, Joppa, and so on by tho sea-side till you turn up 
to Nazareth. Now though in the division of the tribes, 
Gaza was added to the tribe of Judah, they did not possess 
it, but it was in Samuel's time a city of the Philistines, 
(1 Sam. vi. 17.) and was afterward by Pompey made a 
free city, and annexed to Syria; and though he in his jour- 
ney might pass through either the city or the desert, he 
might not hear that Archelaus reigned till he got to Azotus 
in the tribe of Dan, and so might fear to go into Judea. 

Obj, St. Luke saith, ii. 39. That when they had per- 
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fanned all things according to the lato of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee into their own city Nazareth. 

Aiis. First, This place seems rather to confute than to 
establish this assertion, as shewing that when the days of 
her purification w r ere accomplished, they brought him not 
out of Egypt, but from Beth-lehem, to present him to the 
Lord ; for, ver. 15. the shepherds go to Beth-lehem to see 
him; and, ver. 21. he is circumcised still at Beth-lehem, 
and then immediately it follows, ver. 22. that they brought 
him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord; i. e. they 
brought him from Beth-lehem to Jerusalem; no other place 
of his abode, nor any intimation of his removal thence be- 
fore, being mentioned. 

Aits. Secondly, St. Luke having brought them up fromNa- 
zarcth to Beth-lehem to be enrolled, he here informs us, that 
after this purification, they returned not to Beth-lehem, as 
some have imagined, to abide there, but that their future 
abode was their own city, in which they formerly had dwelt, 
but that nothing happened between this purification and 
their settled abode there, or that they fled not after from 
thence into Egypt, he saith not. All, therefore, that St. 
Luke saith may be true, though Joseph fled after this puri- 
fication from Jerusalem, or from Nazareth into Egypt; but 
what St. Matthew saith cannot be true, if Joseph came 
with him from Egypt to Jerusalem before he went to Naza- 
Teth. In fine, as St. Luke saith nothing of their going any 
whither after the purification of the Virgin, but to Galilee, 
so he says nothing of their going any whither after Christ's 
circumcision, but to the temple at Jerusalem at the puri- 
fication; so that the argument from St. Luke's silence can 
be no stronger for their flight into Egypt before, than after 
the purification. 

Obj. 3. Had this flight and slaughter been deferred till 
after the purification, that was a thing so public, and at- 
tended with such public circumstances in the temple, that 
it was not possible for Herod to be ignorant of it. 

Ans. First, He who makes this objection should have 
considered, that he earnestly contends that Herod was not I 
then at Jerusalem, but at Jericho, under the extremity of | 
his numerous distempers, and so there was no fear of his 
being instantly advertised thereof what was done in the 
temple; but to wave this, I answer, That Herod, though he 
was then at Jerusalem, neither repaired to the temple, into 
which he could have no admittance, nor.troubled himself 
with any thing done there, unless it were done in a riotous, 
seditious manner, and much less with the talk of one old 
man and woman, not regarded that we read off, by any but 
Joseph and the Virgin-mother. We find another story 
published by the shepherds, of the appearance of angels, 
declaring that one Christ the Lord, was born in that very 
city of David, which made all the people wonder at the 
things lohich they had spoken, and yet Herod takes no. 
notice of it. 

Ans. Secondly, Herod knew nothing either before or after, 
that this was the child the magi came to worship; for then, 
why should he slay all the young children about Beth- 
lehem without distinction, and so they staying there so. 
little time, might be as safe there as elsewhere ; though, 
lastly, the possibility that, these things might come to his 
ear, or that his curiosity might move him to inquire what 
children were born at Beth-lehem during the time of the 
taxation, and removed thence to other places, was perhaps 
the occasion of the angel's being sent to Joseph to haston 



his flight from Jerusalem, or Nazareth, into Egypt. For, 
whereas some imagine, that the text of St. Matthew seemetb 
to imply, that the angel appeared to Joseph immediately 
after the departure of the wise men ; and, therefore, whilst 
he was at Beth-lehem, the text doth not enforce this infer- 
ence, for it saith only that avax<*>pri<TavTU)v avrtov, they 
being returned; he did so, leaving the time indefinite. (See 
Woltzogenius on Matt. ii. p. 105 — 107.) 

Arg. 2. Moreover, Josephus* saith expressly, that He- 
rod had sent messengers to Rome concerning the con- 
spiracy of Antipater before the disciples of Judas and 
Matthias attempted to pull down his eagle; for which, 
after examination and imprisonment for some time at 
Jericho, they suffered death upon the 3d of March, old 
style, and that these messengers returned tfith letters from 
the emperor but five days before his death." Now can any 
man imagine, they should spend nine months in such a jour- 
ney to Rome and back again, which even in winter might 
be performed in less than two? And yet this evidently 
must be done, if Herod died not till the 25th of Novem- 
ber following, and yet died in five days after their return. 

It therefore is highly probable, and will appear so to any 
one who reads Josephus carefully, that Herod died some 
time before the Passover, which that year happened on the 
5th of April, in which interval Archelaus might do all that 
was requisite to celebrate his father's funeral, and yet come 
to* Jerusalem, as Josephusf saith he did, a little before the 
Passover. Now if his father died the 25th of Novem- 
ber, he must spend four full months in celebrating his fu- 
neral; which sure must seem incredible to any, who con- 
siders that he was Jfxwv raxog, intent upon the quickest per- 
formance of his journey to Rome for confirmation of his 
royal dignity : for though in hereditary kingdoms, where 
the successor is proclaimed the same day that the king dies, 
and hath no competitor, these funeral solemnities maybe de- 
ferred for some considerable time : yet seeing the validity 
of that will which made Archelaus king, depended abso- 
lutely upon the pleasure of the emperor, and a competitor 
was ready, and appeared as quick as he at Rome, to con- 
test the matter with him by virtue of a former will, it can- 
not reasonably be thought that Archelaus would make so 
long a stay before he took his journey to Rome. 
i Obj. Against this argument it is objected, that the' 
funeral could not be performed in so short a time, because 
the very journey from Jericho to Herodion was, saith Jose- 
phus, two hundred stadia, that is, twenty-five miles; and, 
saith the same Josephus, they went only eight stadia, i. e. 
one mile per diem, and so must be twenty-five days in going 
to Herodion. 

Ans. First, This objection is upon this account highly 
improbable, that it must either find them a town at every 
mile's end, sufficient to contain so great a concourse as 
then attended on the corpse of Herod, or make them lodge 
many days in the open field or wilderness, in the winter- 
time, provided Herod died on the 25th of November. 

Ans. 2. Secondly, It is built upon a false foundation; for 
though JoscphusJ doth expressly say, that Herodion was 
two hundred stadia distant from Jericho, i.e. the castle of 
Herodion was at that distance from it; he doth not say 
they went but one mile a day, but only that xiwav St Art 
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f HpwSou <rra§ta 6ktw,§ they came (viz. the first day) within 
eight stadia qfllerodion; i. c. they came to the town there 
built by Herod, which was eight stadia from the castle, it 
being, saith he, a largo town liko a city, from which there 
was an ascent of two hundred marble steps to tho Mammca, 
or place of his interment. This being so, I am of the 
opinion of Kepler,* Dr. Alix, and Langius, that all that 
Joscphus mentions after the eclipse till the death of He- 
may bo comprised within twenty or twenty-two days, which 
is the interval betwixt the 13th of JIarch and the 5th of 
April, new stylo ; especially if we consider that Euscbiusf 
saith, that what was done after the 13th of March, was 
done Trapafauca irapaxpvfia, by the Divine vengeance very 
suddenly, till tho timo of his death. 

Arg. 3. Thirdly, Wo arc assured from Josephus^: that it 
was after the disease of Herod had been some time upon 
him, that Judas and Matthias moved their scholars to cut 
down the eagle Herod had placed upon the great porch of 
the temple, as being contrary to their laws, judging this 
timo of Herod's distemper Katpbg l7nr?j8«<$raroc> the fit- 
test time for the enterprise; and that they moved this the 
more confidently, upon a report that the king was dying; 
that when he sent to the principal men of the Jews to assem- 
ble about this matter, he was carried to them in a bed, 
aBwafila rov <rrT)vai, being so weak that he was not able to 
stand; that instantly after the 13th of ^Starch, he lay un- 
der such a complex of diseases that all men thought he 
could not live long, a violent inward fever -burning up his 
bowels, attended with a boulimia, or perpetual voracity, 
which must needs feed his fever, ulcers in his bowels, 
cholic passions, an asthma, convulsions in all parts, a pu- 
trefaction in his scrotum breeding worms, so that he stank 
alive ; and when presently he wefit to the hot baths at Cal- 
lirhocs, he had there a deliquium, and was for some time 
dead, and had no hopes left of life, and ^vas, saith Josephus, 
cth'wv tov fiiov, even departing when he shut up the Jews in 
the Hippodromium at Jericho. Now can any man think 
he should live above eight months after this, and keep the 
Jews shut up there all that time, as he must have done if 
lie had livedtill the 25th of November following? especi- 
ally if we consider that the next thing Joscphus mentions 
of him is, that he endeavoured to stab himself with'a knife, 
and then kills Antipater; who hearing this, attempted to 
escape from prison, and in five days after dies. Now is it 
reasonable to conceive, that an angel should be sent to 
command Joseph to fly into Egypt but seven days, as Mr. 
Winston's computation hath it, before the death of Herod 
(when his whole body was full of torment, and his heart of 
grief, and his head full of other employments), to avoid 
Herod's future attempts to slay the child, when he might 
have been as secure any where in the land of Israel for so 
short a time, and could scarce get thither before his death? 

Mr. Whiston indeed saith in answer to this, that there is 
no time set for the duration of the discaso of Herod ; but in 
opposition to this, Josephus§ expressly affirms, that he did 
elc vo<rov Ifiirtirruv, fall into his disease after the time that 
he had sent messengers with letters to Rome concerning 
the condemnation of Antipater; and that upon the receipt 

* " Omnia ilia qnro Joiephos do morbo Herodis ab ilia Eclipsi nsque ad mortem 
ejus rectmet, commodissime inlra 20 dies, eliam itioere ad Therm as simol iocloso, 
fieri potoeronl." Kepi. 

t IIUL Eccl. lib. i. cap. 8. $ Antiq. lib. xvii. cap. 8. § Ibid. cap. 9. 



of an answer to them, ho killed Antipater, and five days 
after died : allowing them two months for the going and 
return of his messenger, he must die within two months 
and five days after he fell sick, and so could not live from 
the 13th of March, when his disease increased, till the 25th 
of November. 

Arg. 4. Fourthly, According to Mr. Whiston's opinion, 
Herod must be near eight months at Jericho before he died ; 
for ho went thither, saith Josephus, soon after the slaughter 
of Judas and Matthias, with their disciples, and there con- 
tinued till his death; and yet the history of St. Matthew, 
especially according to his supposition, that it relates to 
what happened only two weeks and a few days before the 
death of Herod, plainly proves the contrary; for he informs 
us, that the wise men came to Jerusalem, adding that, at their 
coming thither, Herod was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him; that he inquired of the chief priests and scribes, whose 
residence was there, where Christ should be born; and of 
the wise men then at Jerusalem, ivhat time the star appeared 
to them; and this, saith Mr. Winston in his Harmony, p. 159.. 
was a consultation at Jerusalem. From thence therefore 
he sends them to Beth-lehera; when therefore he bids them 
bring him word again when they had found the child, must 
he not bid them bring him word to Jerusalem, the place 
where he consulted with them? Must he not there expect 
them ? When therefore, being frustrated of his expectation 
of their return thither, fXairlarzikzv, he sends forth his officers 
to slay the infants of Beth-lehcm; must not he send them 
from Jerusalem; and is not all this sufficiently intimated in 
their Divine warning, /ur/ avaKafx\pat, not to return] back to 
the place from whence they came to Beth-lehem? How 
therefore could it be that the wise men should come to him 
at Jerusalem but two or three weeks before he died? or, 
Why doth he now deny that Herod was then at Jerusalem, 
when he sent forth to slay the infants? Why also doth he 
say, in contradiction to his former self, I believe the famous 
and unexampled summons of all the chief of the Jews a little 
before Herod died in Josephus, was the very same summons 
mentioned in St. Matthew for the inquiry of the place where 
the King of the Jews was to be born upon the coming of the 
magi, and that by consequence the summons was to Jericho, 
and not to Jerusalem? Which is as great an instance of a 
man resolved to say any thing though never so improbable, 
SovXtvav vnoBlvtt, to serve an hypothesis, which otherwise 
must fall, as can be oflered : he is the first, and I believe will 
be the last, who ever entertained such a vain imagination. 
For, (1.) That the wise men came to Jerusalem, and that 
at their coming thither Herod was troubled, and all Jerusa- 
lem with him, the text saith expressly : and can it then be 
reasonably said, that Herod was not then at Jerusalem 1 
(2.) Tho men shut up in the Hippodromium were the 
hricn\liQi teal a%i6\oyoi atf licaoTr}g kw/utjc, the nobles of every 
village (who were then at court); nor was there one word 
said unto them when they were thus shut up. The men 
convened in St. Matthew were only high-priests and scribes, 
whose residence was at Jerusalem, and inquiry is made 
of them where Christ should be born. (3.) When Herod* 
was dead, Salome and Alcxas sent these men home, lir\ 
rovg aypoi/c, into the fields, or villages, to mind their own 
business, whereas the high-priests had no business to do 
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there. And, (4.) Herod shut them up, vh tcXcutwv, ku\ 
oth'wv rou fiiov, when he was a dying, and ready to depart 
this life, saith Josephus : and was this a time for him to say- 
to the wise men, Bring me word of the child, that I may 
come and worship him? In a word, there is not one word 
of St. Matthew's story in Josephus, or of the story of Jose- 
phus in St. Matthew ; and can it then be reasonable to think 
they relate to the same thing? To conclude, this new opinion 
confounds the general doctrine of the fathers from Origen 
to Theophylact, that Herod fell into that disease which so 
tormented him, " ob caedem infantum/'/or the slaughter of 
infants, seeing, according to this opinion/he must have lain 
long under these torments, and had been ready to expire 
with them, before he did this fact, it being done, saith this 
opinion, but five days before his death. To come now to 
consider what Mr. Whiston offers to confirm his opinion; 

First, He saith, that in the ancient account of the Jewish 
feasts and fasts, viz. in the Megillah Taanitz, we find the 
seventh day of the month Chisleu, which answers to our 
25th of November, recorded for an anniversary holiday, 
because Herod the king, who hated the wise men, died on 
that day. 

Ans. Dr. Alix in his answer to Bishop Usher concerning 
the true date of the death of Herod, saith, That had Bishop 
Usher seen this book, he would never have cited it; for it is 
not theMegiltah Taanitz mentioned by the Mischna, but a late 
fabulous, ignorant author, not known to, and much less cre- 
dited by, the Jews, toho do not follow or agree with him in 
this matter, and who mentions a feast in the month Chisleu 
not known to the Jews, not extant in their calendar published 
by Mr. Selden, nor by Buxtorf, among their occasional 
feasts; and which would never have been permitted by He- 
rod's family, who governed till the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Whiston saith farther, that this is wonderfully con- 
firmed by the circumstances of Herod just before his death; 
and by the words of Augustus concerning his barbarity to his 
children recorded by Macrobius, it appearing by Josephus, 
that Herod was in a strange fury and rage but a few days 
before his death. 

Ans. Here the point in dispute is so plainly and so fully 
given up, that if Mr. Whiston will abide by his own words, 
it must be at an end : for it is evident from the words of 
Josephus, that hefell into this rage, or IfZnypLuxnv aicgary ry 
6pyy, was exasperated to the utmost rage, upon suspicion of 
the contempt of the Jews; and that he was confirmed in this 
suspicion by the following attempt of the disciples of Judas 
and Matthias; who thereupon are taken by one of Herod's 
captains,* examined by Herod, then sent to Jericho, and 
after consultation with the chief men of the Jews, they are 
slain on the 13th of March. If therefore Herod fell into 
his rage but a few days, yea even just before his death, it is 
certain that he must die soon after this 13th of March, as 
indeed he did, and therefore could not live till the 25th of 
November, that is, eight months after. He therefore else- 
where contradicts himself, i. e. saith, p. 154. That Herod 
burnt these men alive some considerable time before his death; 
though it is plain from Josephus, that he did it after that 
rage, which, saith he, happened just, or a few days, before it. 

Secondly, To proceed to the words of Macrobius,t they 



* Aatiq. lib. XTii.cap. 8. 

i "Cum audiTiMCt Augustas inter pueroi quos in Sjria Herodes Rex Judacarum 



run thus, When Augustus had heard that among the chil- 
dren within two years old, which Herod king of the Jews had 
commanded to be slain in Syria, his own son ivas killed; he 
said, It is better to be Herod's hog than his son. It is ob- 
servable here : 

; First, That as Strauchius, saith, There are not wanting 
men who look upon this story of Macrobius as a mere fic- 
tion; as also doth Grenobius in his notes upon these words; 
(1.) Because no Roman historian whatsoever, before Ma- 
crobius, who lived almost four hundred years after Au- 
gustus, nor any Christian writer, though both historians, 
commentators, and homilists, speak largely of the cruelty 
of Herod towards the infants of Beth-lehem, make any 
mention of this jest, which gives just reason to suspect it is 
a fiction; like to that other in Philo's book of Chronology, 
that Herod had then a son of two years old, begot by one 
Salome, of the line of David, whom he then slew. Or, 
(2.) We may say with Grotius,* That Macrobius finding 
that the Christians kept the solemnity of Innocents' day, 
when, saith Origen, " Horum memoria, ut dignum est, in 
ecclesia celebratur," the memory of these infants is deserv- 
edly celebrated in the church, he out of error applied the 
jest of Augustus to it. 

Secondly, These words contain no testimony of Augustus 
about this matter; he only says, It is better to be Herod's 
hog than his son; and this he might say rather upon occa- 
sion of Herod's slaying his two sons, Alexander, and Aris- 
tobulus, against his advice, to which Dr. Alix refers this 
speech, than his slaying Antipater ; which being done with 
his permission, he had no just occasion to pass this jest upon 
him for doing that which he himself allowed. Moreover, 
Antipater being slain by Herod but five days before his 
death, Augustus could not hear of it till he heard also of 
his death, and then it seems too late to pass this jest upon 
him; whereas Alexander and Aristobulus being slain long 
before, might give a just occasion for it. And he who con- 
tradicts the full assertion of so many fathers of the second 
and third century, saying, That our Saviour was baptized 
when he began to be thirty years old, as St. Luke alsa doth ; 
may permit us to question the authority of Macrobius as to 
the occasion of a jest made four hundred years before, and 
mentioned by him alone. 

Thirdly, It is evident, that if any son of Herod's was 
slain " inter pueros," among the infants of Beth-lehem, it 
could not be Antipater, he being neither slain among them, 
nor near Beth-lehem, but alone at a castle far distant from 
it. Nor, secondly, could he be slain at the same time with 
these infants; for it plainly appears from Josephus, that 
Antipater was slain soon after the eclipse, which happened 
on March 13. the infants, saith Mr. Whiston, were slain 
Nov. 20. Antipater was slain not long before the return of 
Archelaus to Jerusalem, the five days of his father's life 
and his funeral solemnity only intervening ; and, yet we 
learn from Josephus,t that Archelaus came thither, ivuraan<; 
7tJc twv qZvjkjjv topTTjg, the Passover being then at hand. 
Lastly, The infants were slain whilst Herod was at Jeru- 
salem ; for thence he sent forth to slay the children at Beth- 

infra bimatomjassit interfici, filiam quoque ejus ocpisom; ait, Melius est IJerodis 
porcamesie, quam filium." Saturaal. Iib.ii. cap. 4. ' ♦ ■ 

* "Videtur Macrobfru crrore qaodam , duas Historiaa fjusdem tejnporis ijjis- 
cuisse." Grot. 

t De Bello Jud. lib. ii. cap. 2. 
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lchcm, whereas he had left Jerusalem, and was gone to 
Jericho before he slow Antipater; though therefore it might 
so happen that Augustus might hear of the relation, or dis- 
course of both these acts of cruelty at the same time ; it is 
impossible that they should happen both at the same time. 
See the appendix to this chapter at the end of this Gospel. 

CHAP. III. 

1. In those days (viz. in the fifteenth year of Tiberhts, 
Luke iii. l.)caino John the Baptist, preaching in the wilder- 
ness of Judea, [*] (and about Jordan, Luke iii. 3.) 

2. And saying, Repent ye [ 2 ] (and amend your lives) : for 
the kingdom of heaven (u e. of the Messiah) is at hand 
(that so ye may be prepared to receive the blessitigs of that 
kingdom). 

3. (And this he did according to what was foretold of 
him ;) For this (John) is he that was spoken of by the pro- 
phet Esaias, saying, (xl. 3.) The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness ( shall be this), Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight ; [ 3 ] (and of whom God by Malachi 
had said, iii. 1. Behold I will send my messenger, and hesliall 
prepare the way before me, Mark i. 2.) 

4. And the same John (who thus cried) had his rai- 
ment of camel's hair, and leathern girdle about his loins [ 4 ] 
(asElias, whom he represented, had); and his meat was lo- 
custs and wild honey. [ 5 ] 

5. Then (after notice of his proclaiming the approach of 
the Messiah) went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, 
and all the region round about Jordan, 

G. And were baptized of him, confessing their sins[ 6 J 
(andpromising the reformation of their lives). 

'7. But when he saw many of the [7] pharisees and sad- 
ducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O gene- 
ration of vipers, [ 8 ] who hath warned you to (make use of 
this means to) flee from the wrath to come? (if indeed you 
ivould escape it.) 

8. Bring p] forth therefore (then) fruits meet for repent- 
ance: 

9. And [ 10 ] think (it) not (sufficient) to say within your- 
selves, We have Abraham to our father : for I say to you, 
That God (rejecting you) is able of these stones [ u ] (before 
your eyes) to raise up (such who believing as he did, shall 
be accounted by him) children unto Abraham. 

10. And (to engage you so to do, consider that) now also 
is the axe laid to tho root of the tree; therefore every tree 
that bringeth not forth good fruit is (to be) hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. • . t . 

11. I indeed baptize you (only) with water [ 12 ](calling 
youby this rite) to repentance: but he that cometh after me 
is mightier than I, (being one) whose shoes [ 13 ] I am not 
worthy to bear (i. e. whose servant lam not worthy to be): 
he shall baptize you (who believe in him) with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire (i. e. appearing in the emblem of fire). 

12. (And he is one) whose [ M ] fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly purge his floor, and he will gather the 
wheat (the sincerely penitent) into his garner ; but the chaff 
(the wicked and the unbelievers) he will burn with un- 
quenchable fire. 

13. Then (while John was thuspreaching and baptizing) 
cometh Jesus from (Nazareth of) Galilee to Jordan unto 
John, to be baptized of him. 



14. But John (being a prophet full of the Spirit from his 
mother's womb, Luke i. 15. and hj the afflatus of that Spirit 
knowing who he was) forbade [ 13 ] (or would have hindered) 
him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee (with the 
Holy Ghost), and comest thou to me (to receive my water 
baptism)? 

15. And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be 
so now: for thus it bchoveth [ lS ] us to fulfil all righteous- 
ness (i. e. to own every righteous institution of God). Then 
he suffered him. 

1G. And Jesus, when ho was baptized, [ 17 ] went up 
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were 
opened to him, and (both) he (and John Baptist, Johnj. 
32.) [ ia ] saw the Spirit descending like (as) a dove (de- 
scends), and [ 19 ] lighting upon him : 

.17. And lo a voice (was heard) from heaven, saying, [*°] 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. III. 

PJVer.l. 'EN ry Ipvfiy ttjq 'IovSafac, preaching in the 
wilderness ofJudea.yEpvfxos, a wilderness among the Jews, 
did not signify a place wholly void of inhabitants, but a 
place in which they were fewer, and their habitations more 
dispersed, than.in villages. and cities: hence -we read of 
six cities with their villages in. the wilderness, Josh. xv. 
61, 62. that Nabal dwelt in the wilderness of Paran, 1 Sam. 
xxv. 1, 2. and Joab had his house in the wilderness, 1 
Kings ii. 34. . 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. Mtravoare* vyyttct yap rj fiaatXda tu>v ovpavuv, 
Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.] Of the re- 
pentance here mentioned, see Yer. 8. But to treat here more 
largely of the kingdom of heaven mentioned here, and else- 
where frequently in the gospels, let it be noted, 

First, That the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of 
God signify the same tiling, as will be evident from the va- 
riation of , the word: Blessed are ye. poor, for yours is 
the kingdom of heaven, Matt. v. 3. The kingdom of God, 
Luke vi. 20. The kingdom of heaven is at hand, Matt. iv. 
17. The kingdom of God, Mark i. 15. Tlie least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than John, Matt. xi. 11. In 
the kingdom of God, Luke vii. 28. To you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, Matt, xiii.ll. 
Of the kingdom of God, Mark iv. 11. So Matt. xix. 14. 
and Mark x. 14. The reason seems to be, because this 
kingdom is erected by the God ofheaven;uud in Scripture 
phrase it is the same to be from God and to be from heaven, 
Matt. xxi. 25. Luke xv. 18. And V>tiW Heaven is the 
name of .God, Dan. iv. 26. and among the rabbinical 
writers frequently. (Sec Buxt. Lexi. Talmud, in voce.) 
Note, 

Secondly, That the kingdom of heaven in the gospel 
sometimes unquestionably signifies that heavenly kingdom 
in which all pious persons shall enjoy endless felicity with 
God as their reward in heaven : as when it is said, Blessed 
arc they who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven; (Matt. v. 10.) i. e. great is their 
reward in heaven, (ver. 12.) Not every one that saith to me 
Jjord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he 
that doeth the will of my Father, (Matt. vii. 21.) To the rest 
I will say in that day, I know you not, &c. (ver. 22, 23.) 
It is better to enter into the kingdom of heaven with one eye, 
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titan having two eyes to be cast into hell, Mark ix. 46, 47.. 
See Matt. xiii. 40. 43. xxv. 34. 46. Luke xii. 32,33.* Note, 
Thirdly, That it very frequently in the gospel signifies 
the coming of the Messiah to erect his spiritual kingdom, or 
that evangelical state and government of the church he was 
to set up, with the benefits belonging to them, who should by, 
faith in him become members of this kingdom, and would be 
governed by his laws; this is undoubtedly the import of the 
phrase, (1.) when the kingdom of God is said to be at, 
hand, as here and Matt, iv.' 17. x. 7. Luke x. 9. that the 
kingdom of God is near, Luke xxi. 31. that it was pre- 
sently to be manifested, Luke xix. 11. that it was among 
the Jews, Luke xyii. 21. that it was come to them, Matt, 
xii. 28. that devout men expected it, Mark xv. 43. that 
the pharisees asked when the kingdom of God would come, 
Luke xvii. 20. knd when Christ said, There are some 
standing here, who shall not taste of death till they see the 
kingdom of God come with power, Matt, xvi.28. Mark 
ix.l. Lukeix. 27. (2.) When it is said that Jesus preached 
the gospel of the kingdom of God, Mark i. 14. that from 
the days of John the Baptist the kingdom of God ivas 
preached, Luke xyi. 16. that Christ preached the gospel of 
the kingdom, Matt. iv. 23. ix. 35. that he preached the 
kingdom of God, Luke iv. 43. and spake to them of the 
kingdom of God, Luke ix. 11. that he sent his apostles to 
preach the kingdom of God, Luke v. 2. and told the Jews 
the kingdom of God should be taken from them, Matt, 
xxi. 43. (3.) This sense it also bears in almost all the pa- 
rables which speak of the kingdom of God, as Matt. xiii. 

11. 31. 33. 44, 45. 47. xviii. 1. 3, 4. xx. 1. xxii, 2. xxv. 
L (4.) It seems to bear this sense, when it is said the 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John the 
Baptist, Matt. xi. 11. that the kingdom of heaven suf- 
fers violence, and the violent take it by force, ibid. ver. 

12. that to the disciples was given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven, Matt. xiii. 11. see ver. 19. 52. to 
thee will I give the keys of the kingdom of heaven: Matt. 
xyi. 19. when the mother of Zebcdee's children asks for 
her two sons that they might 'sit on the right and left hand 
in his kingdom, Matt. xx. 21. This is that kingdom which 
the scribes shut men out from, Matt, xxiii. 13. which the 
scribe was not far from, Mark xii. 34. and of which it 
is said, Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom 
of God, Luke xiv. 15. 

Fourthly, In other places I am yet doubtful whether it 
refer to the times of the preaching of the gospel, and the 
erecting of Christ's kingdom, or to the first and higher sense 
of the kingdom of heaven, as it imports the kingdom into 
which the righteous shall enter at the great day of rccom- 
pencc, viz. Matt. v. 3. 19, 20. vi. 33. viii. 11. xix. 12, 24. 
Mark x. 14, 15. 23—25. Luke xviii. 29. xxii. 29, 30. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 3. 'Eroifiacart ttjvoSov Kvpiov, zvQdac troiurz raq rpi- 
/3ouc avrov, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make i his patlts 
straight.'] From these words compared with Mark i. 2. Mai. 
iii. 1. some prove that Christ is God, even the samp in 
essence with the God of Israel, because the way of which 
Isaias speaks, (xl. 3.) is nVPTVT or the way of Jehovah, 
the path which he requires to be made straight is the path 
rov Qzoi> fifitjv, of our God. And it is the God of Israel 
w r ho saith, Behold, I send my messenger before my face, or 
before me. (Mai. iii. 1.) Now this messenger is by Christ 
himself declared to be John the Baptist, (Matt. xi. 10.) and 

vol. v. 



be is said to be sent irpb Trpoawirov gov, before the face of t 
Christ to prepare his, way ; (ibid, and Mark i. 2. Luke yiL, 
27.) this therefore, say some, is, an. evident proof that 
Christ is one God with the .Father, and that in Christ God, 
came, and was manifested in the flesh. But to this the 
Socinians. answer, two things, which seem* to lessen the 
force of this argument, viz. . > J r 

First, That the Baptist was sent before the face of God,, 
but not of God only, but of Christ also, for he was sent.to 
call the people to repentance towards God, and so he went 
before God to turn many of the people to the Lord their, 
God. (Luke i. 16, 17.) He was also sent to bear witness 
to Christ, that all menmight believe in him; (John i.7.) and 
so he went before the face of Christ to prepare his way. , i 

Secondly, They add,* that this messenger may well be 
said to go before the face of God, as being sent before the 
face of this great prophet and ambassador of God, who 
therefore sustained his person, and was his image and re- 
presentative in a more excellent manner than any prophet 
or any angel mentioned in the Old Testament; yea, say 
they, God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself; 
(2 Cor. v. 19.) which shews that Christ in a more perfect 
manner represented him, so that the messenger sent before 
Christ's face, might well be said to be sent before the face 
of God. For if he, who persecutes the members of Christ, 
persecutes Christ himself, (Acts ix. 4.) he that despiseth 
Christ's messengers, despiseth him, and ho that despiseth 
him, despiseth also him that sent him, (Luke x. 16.) and he 
that lied to the apostles lied to God ; (Acts v. 4.) and if he, 
that received them, received him, (Matt. x. 40.) and he that 
shews an act of charity to his members, shews it to him ; 
(Matt. xxv. 40.) then, in like manner, he that goes before 
God's great prophet and ambassador, may be said to go 
before God also. These answers must be confuted before 
we can depend upon the strength of this argument.' (See 
also note on Luke iii. 4, 5.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 4. Elx* to ivZvfjta avrov airb rpi^wv jca/x/;Xov koi %o)~ 
vt)v §tofiaTivr\v nsp\ rrjv oatpvv avrov, &c. And this John had 
his raiment of camels hair, and a leathern girdle about hip 
loins, &c] It is very true as Ctesias, Apollonius,* and 
iElian declare, + that some garments made of cameVsliair 
were very soft and fine, and therefore worn by [priests and 
noblemen ; these, saith Paulus Vcnetus, in Tartary arc 
called zambilottes, lib. i. cap. 63. and by us chamblets; but 
doubtless the garment of theBaptist was made ex villis, of 
the long and coarse hair of camels, that he might in habit, 
as well as in spirit and office, resemble Elijah, who was a 
hairy man, and girded with a girdle of leather about his 
loins. (2 Kings i. 8.) 

[ 5 ] 'H $1 rgofyri avrov ?}v aicplSz$ teal jjlQ<i aypiov, and his meat' 
was locusts and wild honey.] That some locusts were clean 
meat we learn from these words, Lev. xi. 22. of these ye 
may eat, the b(tld locust after jus kind. That locusts were 
a common meat, not only in the eastern and the southern 
parts, but even in Palestine itself, is fully proved by Bo- 
chartus, Hieroz. par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 7. Eustath. in Dionys. 
p. 37. and by Ludolphus in his Ethiopic History, and in his 
dissertation de Locustis : so that vain are all the criticisms 
to change the word ctKotZze. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 6. Km tfiairriZovro iv r^'IopSavfl vtrb avrov, iZopa- 



9 Mirab. cap, 20. 



t Hist. Aniipal, lib* xvii. cap. S4. 
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\oyovfinv6i rag «judpr/ac cvroJv. And were baptized of him in 
Jordan, confessing their sins.] In the river Jordan, Mark i. 
5. (See note on vcr. 1G.) Of this confession of sins, Mal- 
donatc owns it could not be auricular confession, because 
that was not yet instituted: moreover, it was a confession 
of them not to John, but unto God, much less was it a con- 
fession of all their offences made secretly in the ears of 
John; for how could one man have sufficed for that work, 
when ollJndea and Jertisalern went out unto him? but only 
a general confession that they were sensible of their sins, 
and so repaired to his baptism, professing their repentance 
for them; and such were the confessions we meet with in 
the Old Testament, (Ezra ix. Neh. ix. Dan. ix.) and that 
made by the high-priest on the day of atonement of all the 
iniquities of the children of Israel (Lev. xvi. 21.) It was a 
confession not of those who had been baptized concerning 
sins committed after baptism, but of those who were to be 
baptized: and, lastly, it was not a confession required of 
them by the Baptist, but made freely of their own accord; 
in all which circumstances it differs from the auricular con- 
fession of the church of Rome. 

J7] Ver. 7. *lSwv Si 7roXAovc rwv <Pap«xaiu)v koI SaSSouKaiwv 
EpXOfclvovc «*rt to /3a7TT£(Tjua civtov. And seeing many of the pha- 
risees and sadducees coming to his baptism, &c.] That these 
Pharisees and sadducees not only came to the place of bap- 
tism, but also actually were baptized by John, is proved, 
(1.) Because as much is said of them here, as of the multi- 
tude, Luke iii. 7. they came to be baptized, and of the pub- 
licans, vcr. 12. t!X0ov fiairriijSrivat, they came to be bap- 
tized. And the same admonitions and words are spoken 
to the multitude there, (vcr. 7, 8.) as to the pharisees 
and sadducees here. Now the multitude and publicans 
were actually baptized ; only observe, that many of them 
are said to come to his baptism not comparatively, as if 
but few refused, for St. Luke saith, (vii. 30.) that the 
pharisees and lawyers rejected tlie counsel of God towards 
them, being not baptized of John; but absolutely, they be- 
ing not a few who were baptized. Now from this example 
of the Baptist admitting this generation of vipers to his 
baptism upon their profession of repentance, and a desire 
to escape the wrath to come, wo may learb that such pro- 
fessors may be admitted to the sacrament, as have been 
very bad, upon the like profession, provided we do warn 
them as the Baptist did these men, that as they domake 
profession of repentance and amendment, so they would be 
as careful to bring forth fruits worthy qf repentance. 

[*] Tic inrlfodZtv ifilv, who hath warnedyou to flee from the 
wrath to come?] This is not, as Mr. Clerc conceives, a ne- 
gative, or declaration that none had warned them to do this; 
for, doubtless, the prophets of the Old Testament, and their 
own consciences, must warn them to avoid impendent 
wrath : but it is a who of admiration, like that of St. Paul 
to the Galatians, IVJio hath bewitched you? iii. 1. where 
suro he did not intendto say that no man had done it: (see 
the like, Isa. xlii. 19. xlix. 21. liii.l. lx.8. lxiii.l. Matt, 
xxi. 10. Luke v. 21. ix. 9. Rev. xiii. 4.) and is as if he 
should have said, How wonderful is it that such men should 
do tilings so alien from their temper and inclinations! 

[9] Vcr. 8. Uotyaan ovv Kapirovg a£iovc rfjc ptTavoiag. Bring 
forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance.] i.e. A change 
of the mind from the approbation or good-liking of sin, as 
seeing in it something we conceive desirable, to the aver- 



sion and alienation of the mind from it, as being convinced 
of the vileness and the destructive nature of it; and this is 
properly faravota repentance, and to bo thus affected is ava- 
vnovaSat r«(J wvtvfiaTi rou vo&c ^wv, to be renewed in the spirit 
of our mind; (Eph. iv. 23.) and because hence naturally 
follows a change of the will and the affections from love 
to the hatred of sin, and so from choosing to the refusal of 
it: hence it is well defined by Phavorinus, tjtt^oc to Kps7<x- 
<rov z7rt<TTpo<prj koI yvrjaia O7ro 7rTat<xfxaTO)v €7tito Ivavrtov ayadov 
imcTTpofrj, a conversion from our evil ways to the contrary 
good, or to that which is better; and because, where these 
ruling faculties are truly thus affected, we shall cease to do 
evil, and learn to do well, (Isa. i. 16, 17.) so that if we have 
done iniquity we will do it no more, (Job xxxiv. 32.) there- 
fore it is styled fitravota curb vazpwv tpywv, repentance from 
dead works, (Heb. vi. 1.) and repentance to salvation is 
styled afiZTafi£\r}TOG, (2 Cor. vii. 10.) i.e. such as is not re- 
versed by any voluntary returning to, or relapsing into, our 
former sins. And seeing God is unchangeably holy and 
righteous, and must for ever hate iniquity with a perfect 
hatred, it is certain from his very nature that he cannot be 
reconciled to, or have communion with, the sinner, till he 
cease from sin, and a change is wrought in his conversion 
from sin to righteousness ; for a change there must be either 
in God or man: now since God's nature is immutable, it 
cannot be in him, andso of necessity must be in man. Now 
it is evident both from reason and experience, that con- 
fession of sins, a present sorrow for them, and displeasure 
•against them, and a warm resolution to forsake them, is 
neither necessarily nor always attended with this change, 
and so that these alone cannot be fruits meet for repent- 
ance; and, oh! how necessary was this admonition for the 
men of that age, who, as Dr. Lightfoot notes, placed their 
repentance in a mere oral confession of their sins, as the 
schoolmen and some Latin fathers did in a mere groan; 
saying, Si ingemueris, salvaberis. And I wish this note 
were not as necessary for too many of our age. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 9. Kal prj So?tjt£ Xiyttv iv tauroic, iraripa ?x°i u£v T ° v 
'Afipaafi* And begin not to say within yourselves, We have 
Abraham to our father. ] There seems no necessity of 
making Sok&o here or apx<y""I'ukeiii. 8. an expletive; for the 
sense runs clearly thus, When you are called to bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance, begin not to obstruct the efficacy 
of this admonition with those thoughts so common among 
you, that you are secure from wrath by being the children 
of Abraham. How prone they were to such vain imagina- 
tions you may learn, note on Rom. ii. 13. and from these 
words of Justin Martyr,* calling the Jews to repentance, 
and desiring them not to be deluded by their rabbins and 
masters, who told them, that though they continued in their 
sins, yet if they knew God, ov fii) XoytZnrai avrotg 6 Kvptog 
afiapTtav, God would not impute their sin to them. And 
conceiving that being Abraham's seed, though they conti- 
nued in their disobedience to God, and hi infidelity, the king- 
dom of heaven should be given to them. 

[ u ] ff Ort Suvarcu 6 Ge&c ektwv \idwv rovrwv iytipat tIkvo. t$ 
'A|3paa/i,/or God is able out of these stones to raise up chil- 
dren to Abraham.] I sec no reason for the interpretation of 



• *Y7rflXa^t|Sa*o«if crt ?rorr»f rote owe T«f fl-wofSf, -njf xa-ri tf-ifxa, rZv 3 A0(etaf*wc-t, 
xfa A/wafTwAoi Set, xai aw«*r«,x*J (Sirfi&itf vrpt *fo Glh,h ZartUta h afcfrioc Jfl0«riT«(i 
Dial, cuin Tryph, p, 369. cap. S70. D. 
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Clemens Alexandrinus* here out of these stones, that is, k 
riv XtSofc mmumnevruv tSvdlv, out of the gentiles who wor r 
shipped stones, or that of Jerome on the place, " Lapides 
iEthnicos vocat propter cordis duritiem," He calls the hea- 
thens stones for the hardness of their hearts, though almost 
all the ancients concur with them ; unless perhaps it might 
be thought he pointed to the heathen soldiers standing 
there ; the sense seems rather to be this, That God, who 
raised Adam from the earth, and children to Abraham from 
the dead womb of Sarah, can from these stones create such 
persons, whose faith shall render them more truly and ac- 
ceptably the sixts of faithful Abraham than you are. (See 
the note on Luke xix. 40.) 

[ l2 ] Ver. 11. 'Eyw fxiv |3a7rri£a> fyac Iv vSan tic fxtravoiav, 
I indeed baptize you with water to repentance, &c.] They 
seem to be mnch mistaken, who think the baptism of John 
was for substance the same with that which afterward 
Christ did institute to admit disciples into the Christian 
church; for(l.) John neither did nor could baptize disciples 
in the name of the Holy Ghost, as the apostles did ; because 
the Holy Ghost was not yet given, (John vii. 39.) and much 
less could he baptize them with the Holy Ghost, as hen? ho 
saith Christ would, and yet Christ makes both these bap- 
tisms necessary to onr entrance into the kingdom of God, 
John iii.5. (2.) John did not baptize in the name of 
Christ, for had he done so, there could have been no doubt, 
whether he himself were the Christ, or not ; (Luke iii. 15.) 
nor any occasion for the question, Why baptizest thou, if 
thou be not the Christ? (John i. 25.) He only admonished 
those he baptized in general, that they should believe in him 
that was coming after him. So that he baptized only those 
who as yet believed not in Christ ; whereas the baptism 
instituted by Christ was in bis name, and belonged only to 
them who believed in him. And, lastly, St. Paul baptizes 
them again, who had before received the baptism of John, 
to fit them for tho reception of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 
xix. 6, 7*) 

[ 13 ] 05 ovk tlfil ttzavvc ra xnrodvfiard fiaaraacu, whose shoes 
I am not worthy to carry.'] i. e. Whose servant I am not 
worthy to be. (See note on John i. 27. and Grotiug 
here.) 

[ 14 ] Ver. 12. 05 rb tttvov Iv t$ x«/>i avroir Whose fan is 
in his hand, and he tinll thoroughly purge his floor, and burn 
the cliaff with unquenchable fire.] That which we render 
here a fan from Vannus, is, say Hesychius and Phavori* 
nus, a sieve, in which they separate tho wheat from the 
chaff. It is, say Didymus and Eustathius, (in Iliad, v.) 
rb Xwcjutjtocov, a winnowing instrument, by which they shake 
the grains together, avaywp$>ovrt$ rov a\vptiv, separating 
tliem from the chaff. Now the wheat or other grain thus 
cleansed, was put into the granary; to the chaff they put 
fire to prevent the winds blowing it back into the thrashing- 
floor, and that fire burnt on till it had consumed it, with- 
out being quenched ; and to this practice do these words 
refer. 

[ 15 ] Ver. 14. f Sl'Iwavwjc SuiewXvev airov. But John for- 
bade him.] To the question, how the Baptist knew him to 
be the Christ before the Spirit descended on him, it is 
answered by almost all the commentators on the Gospel of 
St. Matthew, that John the Baptist being a prophet fitted 



• Protrept. p. 3. 



with the Holy Ghost from his mother's womb, (Luke i. 15.) 
knew by the afflatus of that Holy Spirit, that he, who then 
came to him, was the person on whom the Holy Ghost 
should descend so plentifully, and on whom he should 
abide, that he might impart him to others, sueh matters 
being frequently imparted to prophets by an immediate in- 
timation of the Holy Spirit. So Simeon being told that lie 
should not die till he had seen the Lord's Christ, (Luke ii. 
26.) had an afflatus declaring to him that our Lord was that 
Christ, (ver. 27. 32.) So Anna the prophetess being one of 
them who expected his coming, by a like afflatus, was 
moved to speak of him as the promised Messiah, (ver. 38.) 
So Samuel being told by God, that, on the morrow a man 
should come to him to be the captain over his people Israel, 
(1 Sam. ix. 15.) when Saul appears, hath another afflatus 
resembling that of the Baptist's here, viz. Behold the man of 
whom I spake to thee, (ver. 17.) and on whom thou mayest 
expect to see the signal promised. Thus, though Moses 
knew before from the mouth of God, and many other ante- 
cedent evidences, that he was by him designed to bringhis 
people out of Egypt, yet God speaks thus to him, This 
shall be a sign to thee, that I have sent thee, when thou hast 
brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God 
upon this mountain. (Exod. iii. 12.) In a word, the Bap- 
tist being to preach, when he baptized with water, that an- 
other should baptize them with the Holy Ghost, God tells 
him, that of this he should see an evidence, by the visible 
descent of the Holy Ghost upon him, who from his fulness 
was to impart this Spirit to all true believers ; and when 
our Saviour came to be baptized, tells him again, this was 
that very person. ] 

[ l6 ] Ver. 15. Ovru) yap irphtov iariv fifuv irXrjpCxrai iraaav 
ditcatovvvrivjfor so it becomes us to fulfil all righteousness.] 
i. e. To own every Divine institution, and so to shew my 
readiness to comply with all God's righteous precepts, and 
to justify God and approve his counsel, (Luke vii. 29.) and 
celebrate his wisdom in sending thee to prepare his and my 
way, by calling men to repentance, and by so doing to fit 
them for the blessings of my kingdom, and the avoiding of 
thewrath to come. So the Apostolical Constitutions (lib.vii. 
cap, 22.) say, that Christ was baptized, not that he needed 
any purgation, aAA' Iva ml y lu)avvy aXfiQtiav irpdaixaprvp^try, 
(cat rifxtv vTToypafXfxov irapa(rxnrat, but to testify the truth of 
St.* John's baptism, and be an example to us. 

[ 17 ] Ver.lG. Kai /3a:m<T6toc 6 'b,<rovc avlfiv tbOvg anb rov 
vlaro? And Jesus being baptized came up straightway out 
of the water.] The observation of the Greek church is this, 
That he, who ascended out of the water, must first descend 
down into it : Baptism therefore is to be performed not by 
sprinkling, but by washing the body;* and indeed it can 
be only from ignorance of the Jewish rites in baptism that 
this is questioned; for they, to the due performance of this 
rite, so superstitiously required the immersion of the whole 
body in the water, that if any dirt hindered the water from 
coming to any part of it, the baptism was not right, and if 
one held the baptized by the arm, when he was let down 
into the water, another must after dip him, holding him by 
the other arm that was washed before ; because his hand 
would not suffer the water to come to his whole body* 



* *A*ICn alto tov CWof, J«Xov J» cti katiCa* IJou oZv Karaha-t; Kett ov /amrfifo 
Ilieron. Patriarch, cap. ntft fAW*n$w. 
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(Sec Lightfoothcre, on vcr. G. and Seldcn, de Juro Nat. ct 
Gent. lib. ii. cap. 2. p: 14.) Note also that the divines 
hence infer, that baptism may rightly bo received by, and 
administered to, a subject incapable of many of tho chief 
'ends of it, provided ho be capable of some other end for 
which it was also designed. For Christ being without sin, 
could neither repent norjpromise amendment oflifc ; being 
the wisdom of the Father, ho could be taught nothing ; 
being' the Christ, he could not profess he would believe in 
him that should come after him > that is, in himself. He 
therefore was baptized, to testify that he owned the Bap- 
tist, as one commissioned by God to do this office; and 
(2;) that by this rite he might profess his willingness 
to fulfil all righteousness; and (3.) that by this 'rife he 
might be initiated to his prophetical office, and consecrated 
to the service of God ; though therefore, say they, infants 
can neither be taught nor believe, nor give the answer of a 
good conscience at baptism, yet may they bet baptized. (1.) 
That they may by this ceremony bo obliged to observe the 
laws of that Jesus, into whoso name they a arc baptized, 
even as the circumcised infant, by virtue of that rite, be- 
came a debtor to observe the whole' law of Moses, Acts 
xv. 5.*Gali v. 3.* -(2.) That by this* rite they might enter 
into covenant with God," and become federate children of 
God, of which they are declared capable by Moses, Deut. 
xxix. 11. And so when by their parents that circumcision 
was neglected, they are said to have broken God's cove- 
nant, Gen. xvii. 14. And seeing parents might consccrato 
their children to God's service from the womb, as in the 
case of Samson (Judg. xiii. 5.) and of Samuel, (1 Sam. i. 
11. 22. 28.) why might not God appoint that this mightbe 
done to children, by that only rite which he instituted under 
the' old and the new covenant, for entering any into the 
number ofhis federal servants? And, ' "' 

* (3.) By this rite to consign unto them a right to the king- 
dom of heaven, and to a blessed resurrection; of which, if 
infants of believing parents are not capable when dying in 
their infancy, they are lost for ever. Now they all bring 
the offspring of Adam, and therefore all obnoxious to 
death by reason of his sin, (Rom. v. 12.) they cannot be 
delivered from this death but by the grace of God, which 
Christ hath purchased, and promised to them only, who 
are made some way members of his body, and children of 
God : why therefore should we not conceive they should 
obtain this favour by that baptism, which is alone ap- 
pointed by Christ for making any one a member of his body, 
(1 Cor. xii. 13.) and entering any one into the kingdom of 
God? (John iii. 5.) 

' [ m ] Kal zlfo rb 7rvzvfxa rov S^ou Kdraj3a7vov wad irtpiortpav, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending as it dove.] Seethe 
note on Luke iii. 22. -* 

• ' [ I9 ] Kal Ipxtyttvov Iw avrbv, and lighting upon him.] Hero 
the Socinians object thus: 

Obj. If Christ had been God as well as man, he could 
not have needed this descent of the Holy Spirit upon him, 
as being able by the Divinity residing in him, to do all 
those things for which the Holy Ghost can be supposed to 
descend upon him- : " What is it (saith Crellius) that the 
high God could not do himself? or, what help could the 
Holy Spirit give unto him ? If you say, his human nature 
needed the assistance of this Holy Spirit, how can that be ; 
seeing it is supposed to be personally united to the Divi- 



nity, and to have the whole fulness of the Godhead dwelling 
in it? Or, why should Christ be rather said to cast out 
devils by this Spirit of God, than by his Divine nature ; or 
to bo endowed with wisdom, counsel, knowledge, fortitude, 
and the fear of the Lord by the Spirit, and not by his .Di- 
vine nature? 9 ' (Woltzogcn upon the place, and Crellius, dc 
tinoDeo Pat. b. i. §.§. cap. 33.) 

Ans. In answer to this objection it is to be observed, 
first, That tho most ancient fathers have taken notice of it 
as a specious objection against tho received doctrine of tho 
Divinity of Christ, and have attempted to return divers 
answers to it; which is a demonstration, that the doctrine, 
that Christ was truly God, was then received by the church 
of Christ. Trypho, in his dialogue with Justin Martyr, 
asks this very question of the Socinians, Wliy Jesus Christ, 
whom Justin owned to be God, should have the Spirit resting 
on him, i>g IvSzrjg rovrtov vnapx^v* as needing his assistance? 
Justin Martyr* replies, That he. accurately and prudently 
made this inquiry ; this being a just cause of doubting in 
this case; and then he tells him, That the graces of the 
Holy Spirit, mentioned Isa. xi. 2. did not descend upon him, 
as if he needed them ; but to testify they were to rest upon 
him, and be accomplished in him: so that these prophetical 
graces should no longer be in the Jewish church. Irenseus,t 
speaking of the samo thing, saith, As to that nature by 
which Christ the word of God was man,' the Spirit rested on 
him, and he was anointed to preach the gospel; " secundum 
autem quod Deus erat," but as he was God he knew all men, 
and what was in man, (John ii. 24,25.) Now hence the an- 
swer to this argument is this,* That Christ as Godcould 
not need this unction of the Holy Spirit, but 'as he was to 
execute the prophetic office, it was needful for him ; bo- 
cause a prophet being not to speak in his own name, but in 
the name of God, and what he had suggested to him by the 
Spirit of God, this prophetic office was to bo performed not 
by the Divine nature of our Lord, but by the afflatus of the 
Holy Spirit. (Sec to this effect the discourse in the pre- 
face to St; John.) It was also needful for the execution of 
his priestly office, that he by the Spirit sanctifying him from 
the womb, might offer himself a lamb without spot to God. 
(Heb.ix. 14.) So that in all the actions relating to his 
prophetic office, the Divinity qf Christ must be supposed 
quiescent, and Christ must be said to perform his miracles, 
to "confirm the doctrine which he delivered, by the Spirit of 
God, by which also he was assisted to speak the words of 
God: (John iii. 34.) and seeing all the orthodox allow, 
that the Divinity was quiescent in Christ till he was thirty 
years old, why may they not allow it was quiescent also 
after, in all the actions relating to the* execution of his pro- 
phetical office here on earth ? - 

DuoditiusJ indeed exclaims not against this hypothesis, 
but against the words of Irenaeus, That Christ suffered t5<xv- 
XaKovrogrov Xoyov, the Divine nature being quiescent, as-if 
the Arfyoc, or Divine nature,' must be then a deserter of the 
human nature, as not assisting it in his agonies, calling this 
a portentous and impious opinion. But this is only a vain 

exclamation; for that Christ did not suffer because he 

. : , . ^i 

* * T«ut«c t*C x«mf tOfxufxiiftt; too irnu/«tf t«c Jwa/wtif , ovx «; hh<Zs avr<Z vovrvt oVrcf , 
•fyrirty o A&yo; imknXuQiiKii lir «vtoy,-*XX* ic iw* Ixi7va? k*a.rrav?if. /wiXXoycrwv 7rott?c-Q*t, 
vevTtrru, lit ayrou «■*'{« c frouiVSai tow junxrr* U vS yhu vfAxv tutrk t$ 9T«X*uo! i&o; wfc- 
$vr*c ytmTHT^at. Dial, cam Tr/p. p. S14. B. C. 

t Lib. iii. cap. a 0. p. 254. " $ Inler Episu Socio, p, 5lt% 
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wanted power to repel his enemies, or to deliver himself 
from death -/but because he was willing to give up his life 
an offering for sin, and to obey his Father's command, to 
lay down his life for the sheep, (John x. 18.) and shed his 
blood for the redemption of mankind, is evident from this, 
That he who by a word struck back his adversaries to the 
earth, and by a touch healed the ear of Malchiis; (John 
xviii. 0. Luke xxii. 51.) he that had power "to reassume his 
life when he had laid it down, (John x. 18.) must sure'hav6 
power to preserve his life, if it had pleased him so to do: 
shall we then say, Christ was a deserter of himself, because 
he was not pleased to do this? Docs he not say, he could 
call for twelve legions of angels to deliver him? (Matt. xxvi. 
53.) Must we then call him a deserter of himself, because 
he did not do it? Is it not plainly said, he had the Father 
dwelling in him, (John xiv. 10.) and had the Spirit without 
measure? (John iii. 34.) Shall wc then say, the Father and 
the Spirit deserted him; because they, after all hiscries, 
permitted him to suffer on the cross? If not, why should 
we say, the Divine nature did desert him ; because it per- 
mitted him, according to the'predictions of the prophets, 
and the counsel and decree of the Father, to suffer for the 
salvation of mankind, and would not rescue him from that 
death on which depended our redemption^ sanctification, 
and salvation? (Heb. ix. 13. x. 9.) 

[2°] Ver. 17. Ovroc Igtiv o vlog fiov 6 aya7rrrrbg, Iv y €v§ofcrj<ra. 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.} Here 
note, (1.) That this is introduced with an iSov, behold! as 
being spoken in the audience of the Baptist, that he might 
testify this of him, that he was the Son of God. Note, 
(2.) That this voice was directed to Christ himself; and 
therefore, Mark i. 11. Luke iii. 22. the words run thus ; 
Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am well pleased: i. e; 
thou art the person sanctified by this descent of the Holy 
Ghost upon thee to declare my will to the world, according 
to the prophecy concerning him, Isa. xlii. 1. and whose 
words and doctrine it therefore concerns all men to hear 
and obey, (Matt xvii. 5.) as a person highly favoured by 
me, and commissioned to teach what he delivers in my 
name. . w \\ * 

CHAR IV. 

1. JL HEN" was Jesus led up of the Spirit [*] (with which 
hewasfdled, Luke iv. 1. farther) into the wilderness, to be 
tempted of the devil (that we by his example might learn 
how to resist temptation). •' ' 

2. And when he had (by a miraculous assistance) fasted 
forty days and forty nights, (and was, during that time, in- 
visibly tempted of the devil, Mark i. 13. Luke iv. 2.) he was 
afterward an hungered. [ 2 ] 

- 3.- And when the tempter [ 3 ] came unto him, he said 
(Greek, and the tempter coming (then visibly) to him said), 
If thou be (indeed) the Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread (to satisfy thy present hunger). ' ' 

4. But he answered and said, It is written, (Dcut. viii. 3. 
that) Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
which procecdeth out of the mouth of God (i. e: by any 
other thing which he shall appoint for his nourishment). 

5. Then ( when this temptation succeeded not) the devil 
takcth him up into the holy city, and settcth him upon a 
pinnacle of the temple, 



G. And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast 

thyself down: for it is written, (Psal. xci. 11.) He shall 

give his angels charge concerning thee (to keep thee): and 

- in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 

dash thy foot against a stone (incur any damage). 

7. Jesus said unto him, It is written again (Greek, 'again 
it is written), Thou shalt not tempt ['TO- e - distrust) the 
Lord thy God (as I must do, if after a voice from heavbn, 
saying to me, Thou art my beloved ^on/Mark i; 11. 1'should 
require any farther experiment of that matter). 

S. [ 5 ] Again, the devil (being baffled in this second as- 
sault) taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and 
(there) sheweth him (in a landscape) all the kingdoms of 
the world, and the glory of them; (in a moment of time, 
Lukeiv. 5.) *. ' * 

9. And (he) saith unto him, All these things will I give 
thee, if thouwilt fall down and worship me, (for they are 
given to ike, &c. Luke iv. 6, 7.) 

' 10. Then said Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: 
for it is written, (Deut. vi. 13.) Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, [ 6 ] and him only shalt thou serve. Y-* 

11. Then the devil (having ended all his temptations) 
leavethhimyf/or/i season, Luke iv. 13.) arid, behold, angete 
came and ministered to him (food). * ' * 
' 12. Now when Jesus heard that John was cast into 
prison, he departed (from Judea) into Galilee (to avoid 
the envy of the pharisees, John iv. 3. and to continue the 
preaching interrupted by John's confinement); 

13. And leaving Nazarcth/f&y reason of their infidelity, 
Luke iv. 29.) he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which i£ 
npon the sea-coast, in* the borders of Zabulon and'Neph- 
thalim: 

14; That it might be fulfilled [ 7 ] which was spoken by 
Esaias the prophet, saying, (ix;l, 2.) 

15. The land of Zabulon, arid the land of Nephthalim, by 
the way of the sea beyoud Jordan, (which is called) Galilee 
of the gentiles'; 

• 16. (Are) the people' which sat in darkness, (but after- 
ward) saw great light; and to them which sat in the re- 
gion and shadow of death light is sprung up. 

17. From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say 
(to the people), Repent (ye): for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand, (i.e. from the time of John's imprisonment, he began 
to preach tipon that subject, ver. 23.) 

18. And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, [ 8 ] saw two 
brethren, Simon (afterward) called Peter, * and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the sea : (to wash it, Luke v. 
2.) for they were fishers. ' 

19. And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make 
yon (to become) fishers of men (by gaining them to the 
faith, or bringing them within the net of the gospel). 

20. And they straightway left their nets, and followed 
him. ' v • 

21. And going' oh from thence, he saw other two bre- 
thren, (viz.) James the son of Zebedec, and John his bro- 
ther, (returned now to, and) in a ship with'Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets; and he called them. 

22. And they (also) immediately left the ship and their 
father, and followed him. 

23. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching' the gospel of the kingdom 
(shortly to be erected), and healing all manner of sick- 
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ncss(es) and all manner of disease (s, which were) among 
tho people. 

24. And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they 
brought to him all sick people that were taken with divers 
diseases and torments, and those which were possessed 
with devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that 
had the palsy; and he healed them. 

25. And there followed him great multitudes of people 
from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, 
and from Judca, and from beyond Jordan. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. IV. 

[ l ] Ver. 1. TO'TE £ 'iijaouc avfix^n «*C rfiv ipyfiov xnrb tov 
•trvtvpaToc, wtipaaSrjvat xnrb tov Smj3<$Xov. Then was Jesus led 
tip of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil.] By the Spirit, i. e. by that Holy Spirit, with which 
he was filled. (Luke iv. 1.) Now, doubtless, there must be 
some very great and good ends, why tho Holy Spirit should 
thus move our Lord to repair into the wilderness for that 
end, amongst which, saith Thcophylact, this was one, to 
teach us, that, when by baptism ive have consecrated our- 
selves to God's service, we must expect temptation: and, 
(2.) to teach us in our Lord's example, how we may best 
and most effectually resist them, even by an unshaken 
faith, (1 Pet v. 9.) and by the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God. (Eph. vi. 17.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. "Yarepov Imtvme, And when he had fasted 
forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungered.] 
Hence we may learn how vain a thing it is, to institute or 
to pretend to keep a fast of forty days in imitation of this 
examplo of our Lord; for it is certain, that so great and so 
long abstinence is inconsistent with the frailty of our na- 
tures, and so can be no duty; it is also certain, that our 
Saviour felt no hunger all this while; for he was only hun- 
gry afterward, saith St. Matthew, and so his fasting was 
miraculous. Moreover, his fast was not intended to chas- 
tise or to subdue that body which never was irregular, or to 
prepare him for those spiritual duties, which by the unction 
of the Holy Ghost he was abundantly fitted for; and upon 
these accounts can give no precedent to our fasts, which 
should afflict the body, and are intended for the ends afore- 
mentioned. To conclude, hence our obligation to a more 
than ordinary temperance for forty days, is to place moraU 
ity in numbers, and to introduce an endless heap of super- 
stitious follies; for, by like reason, wo rtiust deem ourselves 
obliged to ride upon an ass, in token of our humility, or to 
renounce our title to our temporal estates, and throw away 
our money, to be like him who had not where to lay his 
head, nor could procure sixpence without a miracle. Bet- 
ter hero is the note of Thcophylact and others, that we are 
then especially to expect temptations wJten we are alone, and 
when we are in straits and exigencies, from which we see no 
ordinary way of deliverance ; which was the case of Christ, 
he being hungry in the wilderness, and fed at last only by 
angels ministering to him. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 3. Kat TrpoatXQwv avrtl* b irugd^v, dntv, And the 
tempter coming to him, said, &c] From this and the first 
verse, where Christ is said to be led into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the devil, the Socinians raise two objections 
against tho Divinity of CJirist. 

Obj. 1. If Christ were God why should he be thus 
tempted? Was it to shew, that God was able to sustain 



and overcome the temptations of the devil ? Could there be 
any doubt of this? If it be lien said, that he was only 
tempted as he was man; they still reply, That seeing his 
human nature was personally united to tho Divine, it must 
be [still superfluous to shew, that oven his human nature, 
thus strengthened and assisted, should be able to resist 
and baffle the assaults of Satan ; nor will his doing this by 
a Divine assistance afford us any comfort, who can expect 
no like assistance when we do grapple with the tempter. 

Ans. To this I answer, That the ancient fathers were 
not ignorant of this objection, made, as it seemeth, by the 
Ebionites, the elder brethren of the Photinians and Socini- 
ans. And therefore Ireneeus,* in answer to them, lays this 
for the foundation/That never any of tho sons of Adam were 
ever in the Scriptures called God or Lord, but ho who, 
"Preeteromnes qui tunc fuerunt homines, Deus,et Dominus 
etRcx aeternus, etunigenitus, et Vcrbum incarnatum pracdi- 
catum et A prophetis, et apostolis, adest videre omnibus, 
qui vel modicum vcritatis attigerint," of all mm then in 
being, was only by the prophets and apostles declared to be 
God and Lord, and the eternal King, and the only-begotten, 
and the Word made flesh, as they who have little insight into 
the truth may easily perceive : and these things (saith he) the 
Scriptures would not testify of him, " si similiter ut omncs, 
homo tantum fuissct," &c. had he been only a man as others 
were, but because he had an excellent generation from God 
the Father, and another in the tvomb of the Virgin; the 
Scriptures testify of him, both that he was one without 
form, and subject to sufferings, one that rid upon the foal of 
an ass, had gall and vinegar given him to drink, was despised 
of the people, and humbled himself to death: and also, that 
he was the holy Lord, the wonderful Counsellor, the mighty 
God, (Isa. ix. 6.) coming upon the clouds to be judge of all 
men. And having premised these things, he answers thus 
to the objection of the Ebionites, That f ashewasman, that 
he might be tempted, so he was the Word, that he might be 
glorified; the Word being quiescent, that he might be tempted, 
crucified, and die.iWhich words, being preserved and cited 
by Theodoret, shew, that the latter fathers approved of 
this solution of this difficulty. Among the reasons as- 
signed of our Lord's temptation, this is one, viz. the conso- 
lation of his members conflicting with the adversary of their 
souls, and that upon these two accounts : (1.) That he suf- 
fered being tempted, that he might afford suitable help to us 
when we are tempted; (Heb. ii. 17, 18. iv. 15, 16.) and, 
(2.) That we have the same Spirit in us which was in him, 
and who is greater than he that was in the world, (1 John ii, 
14. iv. 4.) and so may combat him with the same weapons, 
and overcome him with the same assistance, by which he 
in his human nature did it. Now this ground of comfort 
will be wholly taken from us, if Christ did only overcome 
him by virtue of that nature by which he was andpaaroc 
kcikwv, incapable of being vincible by temptation. But, if 
with Ircnaeus we affirm, That the Divinity was then quies- 
cent, and that he overcame him by virtue of the Spirit 
given to him, we, who have the same unction from the Holy 
One, may also hopo to do it by his aid: and, since even the 
most orthodox do grant, thatthc Divinity in Christ was so 

* Lib.iii. cap. 21. p. 287. 

t 'Jltfrrij yk( %f av9f««ro< ira. rru(a,<r$n, our* k«J A^y«; Tr* JoJitfOit, hffv^a^cfr^ fxif 
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quiescent for the space of thirty years, as to afford no spe- 
cimen of its residence in him, why might it not be quiescent 
also in these things, which did particularly relate to his 
prophetic office here on earth, and to that grand exemplar 
in which we stand obliged to follow his steps. In a word, 
that our Lord conld not be overcome of Satan, was the 
result of the union of the human nature to the. Divinity; 
that he repelled all his assaults, might be, because he 
was anointed, and filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Obj. But the Socinians do still inquire, how a Spirit so 
wise and subtle as the devil is, should venture to assault, 
and should assay to tempt, the great God, especially to so 
vile an action as to fall down and worship him, seeing it is 
scarce imaginable he should not know it was impossible to 
succeed in this temptation, or that he should attempt a 
thing he beforehand discerned impossible to be effected? 

Ans. To this, after a jocular reply, that this argument 
depends upon the modesty and other virtues of the devil, 
Bisterfield saith thus, That the malice of the devil hath oft 
prevailed upon him to attempt things very foolish and im- 
possible ; for what could be more so, than for a creature to 
attempt to be like God, or to annul the truth of the prophecies 
concerning Christ? What coMld be more pernicious to him 
than the death of Christ for the redemption of mankind, 
which yet he by all means did attempt, though it was impos- 
sible he should be held under the power of death? (Acts ii. 
24, 25.) And hence Petavius retorts this argument upon 
the head of Crellius thus : Whatsoever Satan might con- 
ceive of Christ, he could not but certainly know from the 
Scriptures he was to be the Redeemer of mankind, and the 
author of salvation to them, that he should bruise his head, 
that he should sit upon the throne of David, to rule therefor 
ever; and knowing this, he could not hope to prevail in 
his temptations of Christ, unless he could believe that he 
was able to reverse both the decrees and oath of God.- To 
this the fathers add, (2.) That the devil was ignorant of 
this mystery, when he tempted Christ. Thus Ignatius 
saith, that the virginity of Mary* teal 6 tokctoc avr^, and he 
that was bom of her, and the death of our Lord, were three 
mysteries concealed from Satan; where by 6 roKtrbg he can- 
not understand our Lord's nativity of the blessed Virgin, 
since in that very section he styles him, Qtbv avOpwirivwg 
ipavtpotytvov, a God appearing after the manner of a man. 
And Origenf observes, that " cum ab ipso diabolo tenta- 
retur, nusquam confessus est Dei se esse filium," when he 
was tempted of the devil he had never confessed himself to 
be tlte Son of God. And since this was so great a mys- 
tery, that even angels desired to look into it, (1 Pet. i. 12.) 
and learned somewhat of it from the church, (Eph. iii. 10.) 
what wonder is it the devil either should not know or 
should doubt of it ? All his temptations shew he looked 
upon our Saviour not as a God, but only as one who might 
be dear unto him ; whence he assays to tempt him with the 
glories of the world. This argument doth therefore prove, 
not that our Saviour was not truly God, but only that the 
devil did not then know him so to'be. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 7. Ovk iKTTEipaauc Ktpiov rbv Gtov <roV TIiou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.] It is' here well noted by 
Dr. Hammond, that to tempt the Lord doth not in Scripture 
language signify, to presume too much on the Divine good- 
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ness, but rather to distrust his power, truth, or providence, 
after sitfiicient demonstrations and reasons given for our en- 
couragement to depend upon them; and consequently to 
tempt God here must be, as it relates to Christ, to doubt 
whether he teas the Son of God, after the voice from heaven 
had saidunto him, (iii. 17.) Thou art my beloved. Son: so 
the phrase signifies throughout the Old Testament. Thus, 
when the Jews murmur against Moses for the want of water, 
saying, TIiou hast brought us out of Egypt to killus, and our 
children, and our cattle, with thirst : Moses replies, Why 
do you tempt the Lord? (Exod. xvii. 2, 3.) and calls the 
name of the place Massah, i. e. temptation, because they 
tempted the Lord, saying (after he had dried up the Red 
Sea, and provided manna for them, and gone before them 
inthe cloud, the symbol of his presence), Is the Lord among 
us, or not ? doubting of his goodness to, protection over 
them, and presence with them, after so many signal evi- 
dences of theSe things; and to this relate the words here 
cited by our Lord from Deut. vi. 16. Thou, shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God;i. e. thou shalt not question his presence 
with thee, or distrust his providence, as ye tempted him in 
Massah. So again God saith, Because these men, ivhich have 
seen my glory (in the cloud) and the miracles which I did in 
Egypt, and in the wilderness (after all these demonstrations 
of my presence with them, and of my power and readiness 
to rescue them from- the hands of their enemies), have 
tempted me noxo these ten times; therefore they shall not 
(personally) enter into the land of promise. (Numb.xiv.22.) 
Now thus they tempted him by not believing God could 
and would make good -his promise of bringing them into 
that land, but thinking they should die by the sword of 
those giants which were in that land ; (ver. 2, 3.) and there- 
fore God speaks thus, How long will this people provoke 
me? How long rvillit be ere they believe me, after all the signs 
which I have shewed among them ? (ver. 2, 3.) And to such 
instances of their distrust as these, refer those passages of 
the Psalmist; They tempted God, and limited the Holy 
One of Israel, not believing that his power was sufficient 
to do those things which he had promised, and shewed that 
he was able to perform; (Psal. lxxviii. 41.) for they thus 
limited and tempted him, because they remembered not his 
hand, nor the day when he delivered them from the enemy: 
how he had wrought his signs in Egypt, and his wonders in 
the field of Zoan, ver. 42, 48. ; (see also ver. 18— 20.) and 
this being spoken of them, when they turned back into . 
Egypt, (ver, 41.) relates to the tempting of God, mentioned 
Numb. xiv. to the temptation, mentioned Exod. xvii. re- 
lates to these words, Psal. cvi. 14, 15. Though he had dried 
up the Red Sea for them, and saved them from the hand of 
their enemies, they soon forgat his works, and lusting in the 
wilderness, they tempted God in the desert: and to those 
in Psal. xcv. 8, 9. Harden not your hearts, as in the provo- 
cation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: when your 
fathers tempted me, and proved me, (Gam. Rahu) thoughthey 
saw my ivorks; «. e. how I delivered them at the Red Sea, 
made bitter water sweet, and sent them bread from heaven. 
Whence tho apostle's inference is this, (Heb. iii. 12.) Take 
heed there be not in you an evil heart of unbelief So 
Judith viii. 12. Who are you that iTnipaaarz rbv Qtbv, ye tempt 
God, by limiting him to such a time as five days, as if he 
could not help you, if he did it not within that time? (ver. 
15.) this also is tho import of these words of Ahaz, (Isa. 
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vii. 12.) I will not ask a sign, neither will I tempt the Lord; 
as may be gathered by comparing them with the like words 
of Gideon, asking a sign of the fleece, Let not thy anger be 
hot against me (for being thus slow of belief), impact*) §rj in 
5™$, let me try or tempt thee yet once more; i.e. let mo 
have this farther sign for confirmation of. my weak faith.. 
(Judg. vi. 39.) This also is the constant import of this 
phrase in the New Testament. So Acts xv. 10. Now there- 
fore, (after God hath given so full a discovery of his re- 
ceiving the uncircutneised gentiles, upon their faith, into 
his grace and favour, as the effusion of the Holy Ghost 
upon them, ver. 8.) why tempt you God, (by distrusting this 
festimony of his favour to them, and desiring still) to put 
this yoke (of circumcision) on their necks? (1 Cor. x. 9.) 
Neither tempt ye Christ the Lord, (by distrusting his readi- 
ness to support you under, and to give a happy issue 
from, your temptations, ver. 13.) as some of them (L e. tho 
Jews) tempted him, by saying, God had brought them out 
of Egypt to die in tho wilderness, because they wanted 
bread and water, (Numb.xxi. 5.) and (therefore) were de- 
stroyed of serpents, (ver. 6.) Thus to tempt the Spirit of the 
Lord,' (Acts v. 9.) is to question or distrust his wisdom, 
to discover what Ananias and Sapphira had concealed. 
u [ 5 J Ver. 8. IlaXiv irapoAajujSava avrov 6 &a|3oXoc. Again 
the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, 
and shews him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory 
of them.'] Mr. Clerc, in his note on the first verse, saitb, 
" What is hero related may more safely bo conceived to 
have happened to Christ in a vision or dream, than really ; 
it looks, raethinks, very odd (saith he) that an evil spirit 
should bo permitted to have such a power over our most 
holy Saviour, as to carry him through the air; and then this 
prospect of the kingdoms of the whole world could no more 
be shewed from a mountain than from a plain; for what 
can be seen from a mountain besides woods, fields, rivers, 
villages, and towns, which are not used in any language to 
signify the kingdoms of the world, and tJie glory of them? 
This glory consisting rather in their splendid attire, guards 
and attendants, and their costly edifices." But this is a 
vain dream, and a vision of his own brain, and that which 
robs us of all the practical improvement of our Lord's tempt- 
ation ; for why should Christ be led into the wilderness to 
have this dream, or vision? Did he*. fast only in a vision 
forty days and forty nights? That sure was a long dream 
or vision. Or, why is it said that he afterward was hungry? 
Why is it said, the devil said to him, the devil set him upon 
a pinnacle, and upon a high mountain? And Luke iv. 13. 
that ivhen the devil had ended all his temptations, he departed 
from him for a season ? Must not these words unavoidably 
import, that either the devil did really thus tempt him, or 
else did frame this vision in his brain? ,And looks it not 
far more odd to give tho devil power over the fancy of pur 
Lord to raise such imaginations in him and suggest such 
dreams to him, than barely to give him that power over our 
Lord's body, which neither did nor could do him any hurt? 
Secondly, As God caused Moses to see tho whole land of 
promise from. tho top of Ncbo, cither by strengthening his 
eyes to sco it thence, or else by representing it to him, as 
it were in a large plan or map, in all the valleys round about 
him, so might the devil in the valleys round about that high 
mountain upon which Christ stood, make a large draught 
pf the stately edifices, the guards and attendants of kings, 



appearing in their splendour, visible to the eyes of Christ, 
which appearance could not be so well made unto him, or 
advantageously seen, had he been in a plain. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 10. j^Cptov tov Qt6v gov TrpoaKvvfotic, k<x\ auTt$ 
}i6vy Xarptvatig. Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve.'] From these words, compared 
with other liko scriptures, it appears that Christ is not a 
creature; because tho worship and service due to God 
alone cannot be duly given to a creature, that being to own 
him equal in dignity with God: and .the sin of idolatry 
chiefly consisting in giving that worship to a creature which 
is due only to the God of heaven : and therefore religious 
adoration and service being here said to be due to God 
alone, cannot bo given duly, or without idolatry, to Christ, 
provided that he bo only a creature. Seeing then God doth 
require, That all men should worship the Son, even as they 
worship the Father; (John v. 23.) and when lie brought the 
first-born into the world, said, Let all the angels of God wor- 
ship him: (Heb. i. 6.) and seeing that this is the character of 
Christians, that they serve the Lord Clirist, (Colos. iii. 24.) 
it is certain that he cannot be a creature only, but must be 
truly God. 

To this the Socinians answer, that God alone is to be 
worshipped as the first and supreme cause of all things, 
and the chief cause of our salvation, but yet religious wor- 
ship and service may be paid to Christ as the immediate 
cause of that salvation, which God intended by him to pro- 
cure, and bring to pass for us. . But as there are no foot- 
steps of this distinction in the Holy Scriptures, so there 
are many things contained in it which seem to contradict 
it. And it is plain the devil here doth not require to be thus 
worshipped aS the first and supreme cause of all things, for 
he frankly owns that all the power ho had over the king- 
doms of the earth was given to him, and yet our Lord reject- 
eth his temptation, not by saying, as the Socinians do, that 
he was an impudent liar, no such power being given to him, 
but by opposing to him this command, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Again, 
all the angels are ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
to them who shall be heirs of salvation; (Heb. i. 14.) and tho 
papists, who worship them with religious adoration, do it, 
doubtless; as they conceive it is to the glory of that God 
whose ministers they are ; and, notwithstanding, must wo 
not condemn that worship in them? Moses and Aaron 
were intermediate causes of the preservation and happi- 
ness of the Jews, whom God by them brought out of Egypt; 
they by their supplications and intercessions preserved 
them many times from present death ; and might they there- 
fore pay religious worship to them, provided it was directed 
to the glory of God whose ministers they were? Blight 
they do this to Joshua, who carried salvation in his very 
name? The apostles are styled %wtpyo\ Gtov, workers toge- 
ther with God for our salvation, 1 Cor. iii. 9. their doctrine 
is called the savour of life unto life, 2 Cor. ii. 16. and 
they are said to save those that hear them, 1 Tim. iv. 16. 
Must we therefore pay religious adoration to them as the 
papists do? Vain therefore is this subterfuge, by which 
the Sociniaus endeavour to justify their religious adoration 
of that Jesus, whom they maintain to be a creature only, 
and whose Divinity they deny ! 

[ 7 ] Ver. 14. "Iva 7rXrj/)w0y to p^tv Sia *Hadtov tov 7rpo$Tj- 
tov, &c. Tliat it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias, 
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the prophet, saying, The land of Zabulon and Nephthalim, 
&c] I see here no reason for saying with some learned 
men, that this whole passage of Isaiah is by the evangelist 
applied to Christ's preaching in the borders of Zabulon and 
Nephthalim, only by way of accommodation, and not in any 
mystical sense intended by the Holy Ghost; for it is very 
easy to discern, that upon occasion of our Lord's leaving 
Nazareth, a town in the lower Galilee, in the tribe of Zabu- 
lon, and going to Capernaum in the higher Galilee, in the 
tribe of Nephthalim, which was called Galilee of the gentiles, 
as being partly inhabited, saith Strabo,* by Egyptians, 
Arabians, and Phoenicians, he only takes the names of 
these places from Isa. ix. 1. having no farther considera- 
tion of the place, than to shew they are the people of whom 
the prophet said, The people that sat in darkness had seen a 
great light; let this now be understood in the prophetic 
style, representing things surely to be accomplished in 
their season, as done already, of which we have an instance, 
ver. 6. in these words, for unto tts a child is born, to us 
a son is given; and then the prediction will run thus; The 
people sitting in darkness shall see great light, and to those 
who sit in the region and shadow of death shall the light 
arise; as we know it did, it being in Chorazin and Beth- 
saida, situated in lower Galilee, that Christ did his mighty 
works mentioned Matt. xi. 21. and it being Capernaum 
that was exalted up to heaven by his dwelling there, and 
preaching in their synagogues, (ver. 23.) 

P] Ver. 18. E7Sc Bvo ah\<j>ovc, Sfcwva, KaVAv$p£av,&C. He 
saw two brethren, Simon, snrnamed Peter, and Andrew his, 
brother, casting their nets into the sea. Ver. 21. Kal npofiag 
hcuOtv, elStv aXAot/c Svo aScX^ovc, y IaK<»(5ov, &c. Going thence 
lie saw two other brethren, James the son ofZebedee, and John 
his brother, with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and 
he called them.'} So also we read, Mark i. from ver. 16. to 
21. The history of Simon and Andrew's coming, men- 
tioned John i. 41—43. is plainly different from that of St. 
Matthew and St'. Mark, and so cannot be said to contradict 
what is hero said. For (1.) here Christ sees them, and 
calls them both together; there they hear Christ, and follow 
him home, and Andrew after finding Peter leads him to 
Christ, from ver. 37. to 42. (2.) Here it is noted, that Simon 
was already surnamed Peter; there it is said, Thou shalt be 
called Peter : (ver. 43.) there they abide with Christ only 
one night, (ver. 40.) and that uncalled ; here they are called . 
and follow him as his apostles, being always with him. 
(John xv. 27.) As for the history, Luke v. from ver. 1. to 
11. I conceive it to be the same with this in St. Matthew 
and St. Mark, because it happened at the same place, at 
the lake ofGennesareth, (Luke v. 1.) i. e. at the sea of Galilee; 
(Matt. iv. 18.) the same persons being present, and fol- 
lowing him, having left all to do it. (Ver. 10, 11. Matt. iv. 
20. 22.) But then I place the story thus ; He saw these fisher- 
men, two of them, viz. Simon and Andrew, ivashing their 
nets, (Luke v. 2.) i. e. casting them into the sea to wash them, 
( Matt. iv. 18.) and the other two mending their nets, where 
they were broken, (ver. 21.) and then he spake to them both 
to follow him. And presently the multitude resorting to 
him, to hear the word of God, (Luke v. 1.) he enters into 
the ship of Simon; and when Simon, at his request, thrust 
it a little from the land, he sat down and taught them; then 
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speaks he to Peter, to let down his net into the sea for that 
draught which filled both the ships of Simon, and of the 
sons ofZebedee, and struck them all with great amazement; 
insomuch that Peter was afraid to follow him, or to be with 
him; but Christ bidding him not to fear, they drew their 
ships to land, and leaving both ships and fishes with Ze- 
bedee, and others that were with them, (Mark'i. 20.) for- 
saking them all they follow him. (Luke v. 11.) It is no ob- 
jection against what is said, that in St. Luke we find no 
mention, of St. Andrew, it being certain from St. Matthew 
and St. Mark, that Andrew was then with Peter, though 
Simon only be. named by St. Luke; because Christ spake 
only to him. Thus it is easy to remove those manifold 
disagreements whiqh some mention betwixt the history of 
this matter in St. Luke and in St. Matthew and St. Mark. 
For, according to the series of the story thus placed, St. 
Luke, being to supply what was not told by St. Matthew 
and St. Mark, begins where they ended, and St. Mark having 
only said in the general that Christ came thither preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, St. Luke shews how he went on 
with the work; and this puts an end to Mr. Whiston's four 
first differences. His fifth is grounded on an evident mis- 
take; for in St. Luke he doth not assure them, that from 
henceforth they should catch men, but said this only to 
Simon, astonished at the miracle, and desiring Christ to de- 
part from him, repeating to him in particular, what he had 
said more generally to all, that he might remove his feats; 
The last is indeed no difference, it being the same thing to 
leave all that were then with them, and all they had there, 
and follow him, as St. Luke says they did; and to leave 
nets, ship, father, and hired servants, to follow him, as in 
St. Matthew and St. Mark they did. " 

Ver. 24. KalSaifiovilloiiivovc, and men possessed with the 
devil.'] Dr. Lightfoot gives two reasons why Judea then 
especially abounded with such persons. (1.) Because 
they were then advanced to the very height of impiety; the 
truth of which assertion Josephus fully proves. See the 
note on Rom. ii. 1. (2.) Because they were then strongly 
addicted to magic, and so, as it were, invited evil spirits 
to be familiar with them: and it seems strange to find 
men, at this distance of time, questioning the truth of that 
which neither pharisees nor sadducees then doubted of, 
or ever did object against the pretensions of Christ or his 
apostles, to cast them out: and both Josephus and the 
Acts of the Apostles, (xix. 13, 14.) speak so positively of 
Jewish exorcists. (See the preface to the Epistles, §. xiii.) 

CHAR V. 

1. -cxND [*] seeing the multitudes, he went up into a moun- 
tain: and when he was set (down, as the Jewish doctors 
did when they taught, see Luke iv. 16. 20.) his disciples 
came unto him : 

2. And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 

3. Blessed are [ 2 ] the poor in spirit (i.e. the humble and 
lowly-minded): for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (they 
arc fitted to enter into it here, and to enjoy it hereafter). 

4. Blessed are [ 3 ] they that mourn (for their sins, with that 
godly sorrow, which works repentance not to be repented of, 
2 Cor. vii. 10.) for they shall be comforted (with the as- 
surance of the pardon of their sins, and with the hope of 
future happiness). 
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5, Blessed arc the [ 4 ]mcck (i.e. the men of a sweet, quiet, 
affable, and courteous disposition): for they shall inherit the 
earth (enjoying ivhat is needful for them with the greatest 
quiet and tranquillity, and with most comfort, satisfaction, 
and conlentedness of mind). 

6. Blessed are they who do [*] hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness (i. e. are as concerned to be righteous before God, 
walking in all the commandments of the Lord blameless, as is 
the hungry person to have meat, or the thirsty to havedrink): 
for they shallbe filled ( i. e. be satisfied with the enjoyment 
of it here, and the completion and reward of it hereafter). 

7. Blessed are f] the merciful (who out of pity to others 
under all their infirmities, wants, miseries, indispositions of 
soul or body, are ready not only to forgive, and bear with 
their infirmities, but to their poioer to relieve, instruct, sup- 
port, comfort, and reclaim them from their evil ways): for 
they shall obtain mercy (at the great day of their accounts). 

8. Blessed are \J] the pure in heart (they whose hearts are 
cleansed from evil thoughts, evil concupiscences, and evil pas- 
sions): for they shall see (and enjo7j)God (here and hereafter). 

9. Blessed are [ 8 ] the peacemakers (who being them- 
selves of a peaceable temper, endeavour to promote peace 
among others): for they shall be called (i.e. shall be, see 
note on i. 23. and shall be owned as) the children of God 
( and as such rewarded). 

10. Blessed are they which are [ 9 ] persecuted for righte- 
ousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and per- 
secute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake. 

12. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your re- 
ward in heaven, ( who do thus patiently suffer for my name's 
sake upon earth; your case being like that of the holy pro- 
phets, who are now in Abraham^ bosom, and sat down with 
him in the kingdom of heaven, Luke xiii. 28.) for so persecuted 
they (of this nation) the prophets which were before you. 

13. \ e $ire (designed by me to be, as) [ 10 ] the salt of the 
earth (to preserve men's manners from corruption, and give 
a good savour to their actions): but if the salt hath lost its 
savour, wherewith shall it be salted? (if you in example 
and conversation should become unsavoury, there would be 
no recovering of you; and so it would be with you, as) it is 
(withunsavoury salt, which is) thenceforth good fomothing, 
but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men ( and so 
you must expect to be cast out by me into outer darkness). 

14.Ye ["] are (appointed to be) the light of the world,f and 
as) a city that is set on a hill cannot be hid (so neither in 
this eminent station in which you are placed, can Hie light of 
your doctrine or manners be concealed). 

15. Neither (should you endeavour to conceal them, for) 
do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel? (surely 
no :) but on a candlestick, and (then) it giveth light to all 
that are in the house. . 

16. (Accordingly) [»] let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and (on the account of 
them may have cause to) glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. 

17. (And though J preach a more spiritual doctrine, than is 
contained in the letter even of the moral law, yet) [ 1S ] think 
not that I am come to destroy (i. e. to dissolve or loose you 
from the obligation of) the law ot the prophets: (for) lam 

not come to destroy, but to fulfil (them, to give you the full 



sense and the spiritual import 6f the moral law, and also to 
fulfil the types and predictions of the law and the prophets). 

18. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass 
(away), one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law (or the prophets) till all be fulfilled (ivhich was both 
typified in the law, and foretold by the prophets). 

19. Whosoever therefore [ 14 ] shall break one of these least 
(Gr. the least of these) commandments, and shall teach men 
so (to do), he shall be called the least in the kingdom of 
heaven (i. e. he shall not be admitted as a true member of 
my kingdom): but whosoever shall do and teach them, the 
same shall be called great (i. e. he shall be an eminent per- 
son) in the kingdom of heaven. 

20. (And let it not be thought a sufficient excuse that your 
scribes andpharisees thus teach); For [ 15 J I say unto you, That 
except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of 
the scribes and pharisees, (who by their traditions exempt 
themselves and others, in many cases, from the observation of 
this laiv 7 Mark vii. 8, 9.) ye shall in no wise enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 

. 21. [ l6 ] Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time 
(Gr. to them of old), Thou shalt not kill; (Exod. xx. 13.) 
and, whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment (Gen. ix. G. Numb. xxxv. 31. and are taught by your 
scribes, that by this precept yon are not obnoxious to guilt 
for any thing but murder) : 

22. But I say unto you, [ 17 ] That whosoever is angry with 
his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment (or anger of God): and whosoever shall say unto his 
brother, Raca (i. e. thou art an empty worthless fellow, fit 
to be whipped, or punished as an idle drone), shall be in 
danger of the council (i.e. of being punished by them, for 
vilifying and reviling one of the seed of Abraham): but 
whosoever (from the like rancour of spirit against his bro- 
ther) shall say (to him), Thou fool (i. e. shall censure Jiim 
as a prof ane person, or a hell-hound), shall be in danger of 
hell-fire (the portion heassigneth to his brother). 

23. [ w ] Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar (to 
make atonement for thy sin), and there remeraberest that thy 
brother hath aught against thee (i.e. hath received from 
thee any injury of this or any other kind);. 

24. Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; 
(and) first ( use thy endeavour to) be reconciled to thy bro- 
ther, and then come and offer thy gift (it being not accept- 
able for the atonement of thy sins committed against God, 
till thou hast thus endeavoured to make satisfaction for thy 
faults committed against thy brother. 

25. And if there be any person to whom thou art indebted 
and who upon that account may implead thee before the 
judge), [ 19 ] agree with thine adversary quickly, whilst thou 

art in the way (to the judge) with him, lest at any time the 
adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver 
thee to the officer (appointed for that purpose), and (so) 
thou be cast into prison. 

26. Verily I say unto thee (if thou permit things to go so 
far), Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast 
paid the utmost farthing ( and so will it also be if tltou 
neglectest to be reconciled to God, and so he cast thee into 
the infernal prison). 

. 27. [*°] Ye have heard that it was said by (Gr. to) them of 

old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery : (Exod. xx. 14.) 

28. But ( know this is not all which is forbidden by that 
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precept, for) I say unto you, Whosoever looketh on a wo- 
man to lust after her hath committed adultery with her al- 
ready in his heart 

29. And (if then) thy right eye offend thee (by tints lust- 
ing), pluck it out, arid cast it from thee (i.e. suppress all 
suck impure lustings): for it is profitable for thee that one 
of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body 
should be cast into hell (i.e. it is better for thee to want 
these delights at present, than by enjoying them to plunge 
both soul and body into hell). 

30. And if thy right hand offend thee (by ministering to 
this or any othmr sin), cut it off, and cast it from thee: for 
it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should pe- 
rish, and not that thy whole body should be east into hell. 

31. [ 21 ] It hath been said, Whosoever shall put' away his 
wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement : (and this 
being permitted for the hardness of your hearts, you think 
may lavofully be done for any cause, Matt. xix. 3.) 

32. But I say unto you, That (according to the primitive 
institution of marriage) whosoever shall put away his 
wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to 
commit adultery (by giving her this occasion to go and be 
married to another): and whosoever shall marry her that is 
(thus) divorced committeth adultery (with her). 

33. Again, [ £C ] ye have heard that it hath been said by (Gr. 
to) them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but 
shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths (Exod. xx. 7. Lev. 
xix. 12. and this you think is all that is criminal in oaths, 
viz. to swear falsely by the name of the great Jehovah) : 

34. But I say unto you, Swear not at all (in your com- ' 
mon conversation): [ 2S ] neither by heaven ; for it is God's 
throne : ( and so by swearing by it, thou swearest by him who 
sits upon it, Matt, xxiii. 22.) 

35. Neither by the earth ; for it is his footstool (and he that 
sweareth by it, sweareth also by him whose footstool it is): 
neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King 
( and he that sweareth by it, sweareth also by him that dwell- 
eth in it). 

36. Neither shalt thou swear [ 21 ] by thy hcad,because thou 
canst not make one hair white or black (for the preserva- 
tion of that life, of which the head is the fountain, is not in 
thy power, but depends on him by whom we live; and there- 
fore to sivear by it, is in effect to swear by him who hath the 
power of life and death in his hands). 

37. But let your communication be, [**] Yea, yea; nay,nay 
(an ordinary, or at the most a redoubled affirmation, or ne- 
gation): for whatsoever is more than these eometh of evil 
(i, e. from some evil principle, as want of reverence of the 
great name of God, or from that evil one who is the enemy 
to God, and to his honour). 

38. [ c6 ] Ye have heard that it hath been sa,i&, (that he who 
maimeth any body, shall restore) An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth (Exod. xxviii. 24. if the maimed person 
shall require the judge to execute this punishment on the 
offender, and will not admit a pecuniary compensation) : 

39. But I say unto you, That you resist not evil (i. e. 
oppose not violence to violence): but whosoever shall smite 
thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other also (U e. 
bear rather that disgrace redoubled patiently , than give him 
stroke for stroke). 

40. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take 
away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also (i. e. suffer one 



small and reparable wrong after another, rather than con- 
tend by law ivith him). 

41. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go 
with him twain (rather than maintain thy liberty byforcU 
bly opposing his compulsion. 

42. And if men do not use force, but only ask, or desire to 
borrow of thee), f 27 ] give to him that asketh of thee (what 
thou hast to spare); and from him that would borrow of 
thee turn not thou away. 

43. [ tt ] Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour, and (this by the scribes and pharisees 
is interpreted as a permission to) hate thine enemy : 

44. [*] But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you,andpray for 
them that despitefully use you, and persecute you (i. e. be 
kindly affected towards your enemies, and ready to do good 
to them for evil, and the good you cannot do yourselves, pray 
that God would do for them); 

45. That (so) you may (appear to) be the children of 
your Father which is in heaven (by your likeness to him): 
for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good," 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 

4G. For if you (restrain your) love (to) them (only) 
which love you, what reward have you ? (i. e. what reason 
to expect any reward from God for so doing? for) do not 
even the publicans (whom you look upon as men deserted 
by God, do) the same? 

47. And if ye salute (or kindly treat) your brethren 
only, what do you more than others? do not even the pub- 
licans so (also) ? 

48. Be yo therefore perfect (in your charity and mercy 
to others), even as your Father which is in heaven is per- 
fect (and then your eminent cjoQd works will eminently be 
rewarded by hitn), 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. V. 

[ J ] Ver. 1. 'IAQ'N &to&c 3 X Xouc «vi$n dgrb 5po € ,Ka\ KaSL- 
aavrog ahrov, &c. And seeing the multitudes, heyoent up into a 
mountain; and sitting dow7i, his disciples came to him.] Here 
note,(l.)That Christ seeing the multitude, taught them ; for 
though his disciples may be especially concerned in some few 
verses of this fifth chapter, yet it is certain from these words 
in the close of this sermon, the multitudes were astonished 
at his doctrine,for he taught them as one that had authority, 
that the multitude not only heard, but were- taught tho 
things contained in this sermon, according to those words 
of Chrysostom, fiij toXq fia&YiTcuc uovov avrbv v6fitZt SiaXf- 
yzaSat, aXXa tcai Zt Ifceivwv airaatv. 

Moreover it deserveth to be noted, that the whole multi- 
tude of them who attended on his doctrine, and thought 
well of him, are called his disciples, and not the twelve 
apostles only; so doth St. Luke inform us, by saying, he 
called to him his disciples, and out of them he chose the 
twelve, Luke vi. 13. and ver. 17. that the whole multitude 
of his disciples were then with him. So John vi. 66. From 
that time many of his disciples went back, and followed no 
more after him; and ver. 67. he said to the twelve, Will 
ye also go away? What therefore was here spoken to his 
disciples, might also be spoken to the multitude. (2.) This 
sermon was spoken upon tho mount, which he made choice 
of, saith Dr. Hammond, that as the law had been delivered 
from Mount Sinai, so might the preaching of the gospel be^ 
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gin from a mountain : say others, that he might be the bet- 
ter heard by his auditors, instructing hs by his example so 
to form this service, as may bo most conducing to tho ad- 
vantage of the hearers. 

Tho question here raised by interpreters, whether this 
sermon bo the same with that which wo find mentioned 
Luke vi. or only like a sermon spoken at another time and 
place, is of some concern for the right understanding of 
tho words ; for if tho sermon bo the same in both, and it 
were spoken only once by Christ, though it be set down 
twice by tho evangelists, the words of one evangelist must 
bo interpreted in a sense agreeable to the other, or else 
they cannot both be true. Whereas, if our Lord spake the 
words recorded by St. Luke at* any other time and place, 
than the discourse related by St. Matthew was delivered at, 
we may give different interpretations to their words ; arid 
that this was so seems highly probable, 

First, Because St. Luke omits so many things recorded 
by St. Matthew as parts of this discourse, viz. all the fifth 
chapter from vcr. 13. to 39. the whole sixth chapter, and 
chap. vii. from ver. G. to 16. that is, he omits the great- 
est part of this sermon ; and therefore it is probable he did 
not intend to set down tho same sermon : since otherwise 
it must be granted, that he had performed what he intended 
very imperfectly ; and also added many woes, of which St. 
Matthew makes no mention. 

Secondly, As for the time, St. Matthew doth sufficiently 
inform us that his sermon was delivered before the healing 
of the leper, for as Christ came down from the mount, tlie 
leper came to him, viii.2 whereas St. Luke, though he pro- 
miscth to discourse in order of what Christ did, gives us 
the story of the leper, v. 12. and tho history of Christ's 
sermon, vi. 17. Again, St. Luke reckons Matthew amongst 
those whom Christ had chosen to be of the twelve, and 
ver. 17. he adds, that Christ went down with them and 
preached the following sermon, whereas the sermon men- 
tioned by St. Matthew was preached long before his calling 
to be one of Christ's disciples ; for after Christ was come 
down from the mount, had healed the leper, and the centu- 
rion's servant, and had done many other things ; he saw a 
man sitti?ig at the receipt of custom, named Matthew, and 
said unto him, Follow me, ix. 9. Whence it appears, that 
he was called long after the preaching of this sermon on 
the mount, and yet before the preaching of the sermon men- 
tioned by St. Luke. Lastly, St. Matthew's sermon was 
preached on the mount by our Lord, calling his disciples 
up to him; whereas St. Luko informs us, ver. 17. that our 
Lord came down with his disciples from a mount, and stood 
in the plain, and from thence preached what he recorded : 
wherefore the difference of these sermons being so great, 
both as to matter and to circumstance of time and place, 
it seems most reasonable to conceive that they were seve- 
rally spoken, and therefore may admit of divers senses. Yet 
seeing soon after both these sermons we find him entering 
into Capernaum, and healing the centurion's servant, (Matt. 
viii. 5. Luke vii. 1.) it may be probably conjectured, that . 
he spake the sermon in St. Matthew, whilst he was sitting 
on the mount, to his disciples, and that in St. Luke, when he 
afterward came down into the plain with them, (Luke vi. 
17.) in the audience of all the people. (Luke vii. 1.) 

['J Vcr. 3. MaKapioc ol 7ttu>xol rr|j 7rvjki[xan' Blessed are the 
poor in spirit.] Here note, 



First, That by tho poor in spirit we are not to under- 
stand, as many Romish commentators do, such persons as,: 
having riches and plentiful possessions, do voluntarily quit 
them, and choose a state of poverty as most conducing 
to thefreo exercise of Teligion, as did some Eremites and 
monks of old, and as the mendicants or begging friars of 
that church pretend now to do ; for it is assuredly tho duty 
of all men, w r ho would obtain this bliss, to be poor in spirit; 
whereas it cannot bethe duty of all Christians to turnmonks 
and friars mendicant to this end,for then all otherRoman ca- 
tholics must be excluded from the kingdom of heaven. Nor, 

Secondly, Doth our Lord hero pronounce this blessing 
on the poor properly so called, that is, on such as have no 
riches and possessions in this world, as being the most 
likely persons to embrace that gospel which calls for the 
forsaking all that they have, which they who have but little 
will be most easily persuaded to do, and so will be m6st 
ready to enter into the kingdom of God. (1.) Because our 
Lord expressly limits this beatitude, not to the poor in 
purse, or in externals, but to the poor in spirit. (2.) Because. 
Christ actually pronounces that the poor he speaks of are 
blessed, and that theirs is the kingdom of heaven ; which 
is not true of all, or of the most part, of those who, as to 
temporals, are poor ; for by experience we find they are 
often discontented with their state, are apt to steal, lie, 
flatter, and use sordid arts to get a penny, and have but 
little sense of piety, and but little knowledge of, and less - 
concernment "for, religion. (3.) This interpretation seems 
to exclude the rich, who do not actually quit their temporal 
enjoyments, from any interest in the kingdom of heaven; 
whereas St. Paul only requires them to be rich in good 
works, that they may lay hold of eternal life. (1 Tim. vi. 
18, 19.) And therefore, 

Thirdly, The most received and best interpretation of 
this phrase is this — that by the poor in spirit, our Saviour, 
understands the man of a true, humble, lowly spirit; this 
being the usual expression by which the Scriptures and the 
Jewish writers still represent the humble man, that he is 
shephal ruach, i. c* poor, low, or contrite in his spirit. So 
Prov. xvi. 19. Better is it to be shephal ruach, of an hum- 
ble spirit with the meek, than to divide the spoil with the 
proud; and xxix. 23. The pride of man shall humble him, 
but shephal ruach, he that is of an humble spirit obtaineth 
glory. So Isa. lxvi. 2. To whom will I look but to the 
poor in spirit? which lvii. 15. is shephal ruach, to the 
man of an humble spirit. Accordingly, in their Pirke 
Avoth,* they have these instructions, Be thou shephal 
ruach, humble in spirit towards all men; he that is shephal 
ruach is worthy of honour, and the Holy Ghost will rest 
upon him. And great are the humble in spirit in the sight 
ofGod.f And they who arc thus poor in spirit arc blessed, 
because their humility rendering them teachable, submis- 
sive, contented, and obedient, prepares them to enter into 
Christ's kingdom, and makes them living members of his 
body ; and seeing they who arc thus holy shall be alsq 
happy, they must be also meet to enter into the kingdom of 
glory hereafter. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 4. Maicapioi ol irtvOovvrt*;, Blessed are they that 
mourn.'] Here note, 
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First, That by the mourners here, I do not think it rea- 
sonable to understand men whose condition in this world is 
sad and lamentable, as being destitute of all those outward 
things which render this life comfortable, and perhaps also 
under great afflictions, which some conceive to be the im- 
port of these words, because a like beatitude in St. Luke 
runs thus, Blessed are ye that weep now, for ye shall laugh. 
For (1.) if this mourning did only import a condition sad 
and lamentable as to outward circumstances, then must the 
laughter in St. Luke opposed to it, be only a promise of out- 
ward temporal felicity, which, as it is no gospel promise, so 
it is far from rendering any person truly blessed. (2.) Be- 
cause either we must then pronounce all blessed who are in 
such a lamentable state, which is far from being true, there 
being many who fall into it by their own sin and folly, and 
many who being in it are nothing better by it, as to the in- 
ward frame and disposition of their spirit; or elso we must 
restrain this to them, who do thus suffer for the name of 
Christ, and for the sake of righteousness; and then it will not 
be the import of the second but of the eighth beatitude. Nor, 

Secondly, Do I think, as some of the fathers did, that 
the mourners here are those who mourn for the sins of others, 
forthe iniquities committed by the professors of Christianity, 
and especially for the sins committed in the place and na- 
tion where they live; for though when men thus weep out 
of a fixed hatred to sin, froln a true zeal for God, "and a 
sincere affection for the souls of men, this must be highly 
acceptable in the sight of God, and therefore matter of just 
comfort to them also ; yet the word mourn is general, and 
therefore seems not fit to be restrained unto such mourners 
in particular. The mourner therefore here intended is the 
person filled with that godly sorrow which works repentance 
to salvation not to he repented of, or not reversed by our 
return again to the like sins: (2 Cor. vii. 10.) this person 
must be blessed in the pardon of his sins, for blessed is he 
whose iniquity is forgiven, and whose sin is covered. (Rom. 
iv. 6 — 8.) He also will be comforted with the assured 
hope of future happiness; this true repentance being styled, 
repentance unto life, Acts ix. 18. repentance unto salva- 
tion, 2 Cor. vii. 10. 

[ 4 ] Ver.5. Matcapioi ol irpqiie. Blessed are the meek.] i. e. 
The men of such a happy frame of spirit as renders them 
averse from wrath, even when they are provoked to it by 
the injuries they have received from others, and from retali- 
ation, or recompensing evil for evil; but, on the contrary, 
are inclined rather to remit something of their right, and 
overcome evil with good ; and by the sweetness, friendli- 
ness, and affability of their conversation, to reconcile and 
win their brother to a good-liking and kind affection to 
them. The blessing promised to these meek persons is 
this, that they shall inherit the earth; which words being 
taken from Psal. xxxvii. 11. cannot admit of that strained 
exposition of some of the ancients, who by the earth un- 
derstand heaven, as being eminently the land of the living; 
for it is evident to a demonstration, that David did under- 
stand this of the present earth, or of the land of Canaan; 
for the tenor of this whole thirty-seventh Psalm is designed 
to shew, that wicked men shall by God's judgments sud- 
denly perish, whilst righteous men live easily and quietly 
in the land of Canaan. So ver. 9. Evil-doers shall be cut 
off, but they that wait upon the Jjord, they shall inherit the 
earth; for yet a little while and the ivicked shall not be, but 



the meek shall inherit the earth. TJtey that are blessed of 
him shall inherit the earth, and they that are cursed of him 
shall be rooted out. So ver. 34. Wait on the Lord, and 
keep his way, and lie shall exalt thee, rov ickripovofxriaai ttjv yijv, 
to inherit the earth: when the wicked are destroyed, thou 
shalt see it. It is therefore well observed by Chrysostom 
upon the place, that because the Jews had been oft taught 
this lesson in the Old Testament, our Saviour addresses 
himself to them in the language they had been accustomed 
to; this Son of David repeateth and confirmeth to them the 
promise made by David. And tins I judge to be the most 
natural and truest exposition of these words. 

But then it must be noted, (1.) that our Saviour doth 
not here promise to advance the meek unto an afflu- 
ence, or great abundance of things temporal, to make him 
great in power, or rich and wealthy in the world. For a 
man's life, i. e. the true comfort and satisfaction of it, con- 
sists not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth; 
(Luke xii. 15.) and so we have no reason to expect those 
things which are not needful to the comfort and satisfac- 
tion of our lives. Experience shews that this is not the 
ordinary portion of the meek, and therefore doth sufficiently 
instruct us, that this is not the blessing promised by that God/ 
who cannot lie or fail of the performance of his promise; 
and therefore positively this phrase seems rather to im- 
port, that meekness is the best way to the most sure enjoy- 
ment of these things, as far as they are needful and con- 
venient; and (2.) to enjoy them with the greatest quiet 
and tranquillity, without that strife, debate, anxiety, and 
trouble, which embitter the enjoyment of these things, to 
others; and (3.) wtfli the truest comfort, satisfaction, and 
contentedness of mind. 

[ 5 ] Ver. G. MaxapiOL ol Tmv£>vTi$ teal Stiptovrzc ttjv dimtoav- 
vrjv, &c. Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righte- 
ousness!] The righteousness here mentioned is by some 
thought to be the righteousness of faith, by which we being 
justified, or freed from the guilt of sin, have peace with 
God; and this undoubtedly is a fit matter of our spiritual 
thirst and hunger : but yet I think this cannot be the proper 
import of the words; (1.) because the word StKaioavvri, righte- 
ousness, bears no such sense in the gospel; but only in the 
Epistles of St. Paul ; (2.) because the Jews, to, whom Christ 
speaks, had no idea of this righteousness, no apprehension 
that their Messiah was to die, and much less that they 
should be justified by his death; and therefore had Christ 
spoken of this righteousness, none of them could have un- 
derstood his meaning, as we may learn from his discourse 
on this subject, John vi. for the Jews could not understand 
it; wherefore the righteousness here intended is that inherent 
righteousness, which consists in a sincere endeavour to 
practise all those duties which God requires at our hands, 
and to eschew that evil which he hath forbidden ; in which 
sense Zacharias and Elisabeth arc said to be both righteous 
before God, walking in all the commandments of the Lord 
blameless; (Luke i. G.) and it is represented as'our duty, to 
serve God in righteousness and holiness before him all the 
daysofour life; (ver. 74, 75.) and here it is said, that except 
our righteousness exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
j>harisees, ive can in no case enter into the kingdom of God, 
(ver. 20.) To hunger and thirst after this righteousness, is . 
to be as sensible of the want of it, as fervently desirous to 
have it, as industrious to obtain it, as restless and incessant 
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till wo do enjoy it; as men usually arc when they are 
pinched with hunger and thirst. And they, who stand thus 
affected to it, shall be satisfied with it; i. e. they shall have 
all the means and aids required to make them thus righteous 
here, and shall havo the reward of righteousness hereafter, 
and so shall be blessed : for seeing it is God himself, who 
by his word and spirit raises in them this disposition to- 
wards righteousness; since he inviteth every hungry soul 
to cat of this spiritual food, and saith to every thirsty soul, 
Come drink of these waters of life; seeing this righteousness 
renders them so acceptable and well-pleasing in his sight; 
and, lastly, seeing he hath promised them this satisfaction, 
they all on these accounts may rest assured, that they shall 
obtain this t food of the soul. (See note on John vi. 27.) 

[ 6 J Vcr. 7. Maxaptoi ol cAc/j/xovcc, Blessed are the merciful.'] 
i. e. They who from an affecting sense of a sympathy with 
others, and a charitable affection and good-will towards 
them, are ready to relieve them, as they are able, under all 
their wants; to pity them in their infirmities; to comfort and 
support them under their calamities; and ready to forgive, 
and to shew mercy to them when they have offended; and 
to pray to their heavenly Father to give them those supports 
and consolations we are not able to afford them; and who 
especially have this compassion for their souls, by en- 
deavouring to instruct the ignorant; and to reclaim the 
wicked from their evil ways: such merciful persons shall 
be blessed both in the inward comforts and satisfaction 
they shall find arising from those dispositions which render 
them so like to their heavenly Father, and also from that 
mercy they shall obtain from him at the great day of their 
accounts. •_ 

[*] Vcr. 8. Mamptoi ol KaSapol rp mpSlq, Blessed are the 
pure in heart.'] They whose hearts are pure from those evil 
thoughts and reasoning, those evil desires, lustings, and af- 
fections, those evil passions and perturbations, and from 
those evil intentions, devices, and machinations, which de- 
file the soul, are blessed; for they are fitted to enjoy com- 
munion with God here, (1 John iii. 3.) and happiness with 
him hereafter. (Heb. xii. 14.) 

f 8 ] Vcr. 9. Maicapioi ol upnvoiroioX, Blessed are the peace- 
makers.] i. e. (1.) The men of a peaceable mind ; for as he 
that is inclined to lying is said to make a lie, (Rev. xxii.15.) 
and he that is inclined to sin, rrotuv afiagriav, to do, make 
sin, (1 John iii. 8.) so he that is disposed to follow after the 
things which make for peace, may be styled a peacemaker: 
(2.) they who endeavour in their stations, and as occasions 
do present themselves, to preserve peace, love, and friend- 
ship, and to prevent contentions, quarrcllings, and discords, 
among Christian brethren : and (3.) they who labour to pro- 
mote the peace and quiet of the public, both in church and 
state, arc blessed, because they shall be called ; i. e. they are 
and shall be owned by God, as sons, by reason of their 
likeness to the God of peace, (1 Cor. xiv. 33. 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 
Phil. iv. 9. 2 Thess. iii. 16. sec note on i. 23.) and being 
sons shall be heirs of God, joint heirs with Christ, (Rom. 
viii. 17.) such as shall reign with him in glory; they shall 
be sons of the resurrection, (Luke xx. 3G.) and shall receive 
vloOtalav the blessing consequent on this sonship, or adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of their bodies from corruption. 
(Rom. viii. 23.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 10. Maicaptot ol §&t(oyfi£vot tvtKtv Stxatovvvrig, 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for the sake of righte- 



ousness.] Or for Christ's sake,&c. f. e. (1.) for persevering 
patiently and steadfastly in the profession of the Christian 
faith: or (2.) for the performance of that duty which they 
owe to God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
our Christian brother for their sakes : or (3.) who arc perse- 
cuted ; because they do not own that as an article of faith, 
or any part of the Christian duty, which God hath not de- 
clared to be so: for seeing this cannot be done without 
making profession of a lie, or saying wc believe what we 
can see no reason to believe, to suffer for this cause is evi- 
dently to suffer because wc will not play the hypocrite, or 
give the lie to our own consciences; and therefore this in 
St. Peter's language is to suffer for conscience towards God, 
and to suffer wrongfully or unjustly. Yea, seeing this can- 
not be done, but wc must own another teacher, lawgiver, 
and author of our faith, besides the Lord Christ, our suffer- 
ings for refusing to do this arc truly sufferings for the sake 
of Christ; and such as make us happy sufferers, since Christ 
hath promised them the blessings of this heavenly kingdom, 
and hath assured them that great is their reward in heaven : 
and therefore, as their state on earth under these persecu- 
tions doth render them conformed to their head, and like to 
the holy prophets and apostles; so shall they hereafter bo 
like to them in glory. (Rom. viii. 17. 2 Tim. ii. 11.) 

[ 10 ] Ver, 13. 'Yfiug tort to SXac t?/c yfo Ye are the salt of the 
earth.] t: Sal sapit omnia," Salt is given to make things sa- 
voury, according to that question of Job, (vi. 6.) Can that 
which is unsavoury be eaten without salt? and also to save 
them from putrefaction : (see note on Mark ix. 49.) so 
that the import of this metaphor is this ; Ye are appointed 
by that pure and holy doctrine, which you are to preach, 
and by the savour of your good conversation, to purge tho 
world from that corruption in which it lies, and represent 
them to God as a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour, holy 
and acceptable to God; but if you yourselves should lose 
the savour of your good conversation, and become putre- 
fied members in my body, you would be wholly useless to 
these good ends ; and therefore can expect nothing but to 
be rejected by me, and cast off, as unsavoury salt is cast 
unto the dunghill. 

["] Ver.14. 'Yfiug i<m to <j>ug tov icoafiov, Ye are the light of 
the world.] The effect of light is to make things manifest, 
(Eph. v. 13.) and to direct us in the way in which wc arc 
to walk. So that the import of this metaphor seems to be 
this ; — I have appointed you to manifest to the world my 
doctrine/which will discover to them what is the good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God, and so direct their 
feet into the way that leadeth to eternal life, and will enablo 
them to walk as children of the light; and if you do not 
hide this light from them, but cause it to shine forth both 
in ypnr doctrine and Christian conversation, the light of it 
is so clear and radiant, that it cannot be hid from them. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 16. 05™ XafixpaTh) to <£wc vfiiov, &c. So (therefore) 
let (this) your light shine before men, that they may (from 
your conversation, as well as from your doctrine) see your 
good works, and (then they will sco causo to) glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.] Hence note, 

First, That though Christ's twelve apostles arc chiefly 
concerned in these metaphors, yet are they in some mea- 
sure applicable to all Christians; for it is the duty of all 
Christians to shine as lights in the world. (Phil. ii. 15.) 
And Christ having said, He that forsaketh not all he hath, 
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cannot be my disciple; presently subjoins, Salt is good, but 
if the salt hath lost its savour, wherewith shall it be salted? 
(Luke xiv. 33, 34.) Note, 

Secondly, That the good works here mentioned, must 
be such as by the light of nature seem good and honour- 
able in the sight of men; because they must give occasion 
even to heathens to think well of Christianity : these works 
may therefore be performed to be seen of men, provided 
we desire this not for ostentation, but for God's glory, and 
their edification ; that they discerning the holiness, justice, 
and goodness, of his precepts, and the excellent elFects they 
have on those who embrace them, may thereby be con- 
vinced that they are derived from a God, just, holy, and full 
of kindness and good- will towards men. , 

[ 13 ] Ver. 17. M?) vofihrire on t}A0ov KaraXvvai tov, vofiov, 
v rov$ 7rpo^5}rac* Think not that I am come to destroy 
(Gr. dissolve) the law or the prophets.] Our Lord hath 
taught us that all the law and the prophets are compre- 
hended in these two precepts, Tliou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, &c. and thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself; (Matt. xxii. 40.) St. Paul, that he who loves 
Ids neighbour as himself , vofiov 7r€7rAr/pwic8, hath fulfilled the 
law; (Rom. xiii. 8.) and that the whole law, irk^povrat, is 
fulfilled, (Gal. v. 14.) or is perfected, (James ii. 8.) in this, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: it is not therefore 
to be thought that Christ came to dissolve the moral law, or 
any rules of morality delivered by the prophets, but he 
came rather that the righteousness of the law, nX^pwOg, might 
be fulfilled by us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the. 
Spirit. (Rom. viii. 4.) And that this is the law chiefly in- 
tended here, may be concluded, (1.) because Christ onlyun- 
dertakesthe true interpretation of the precepts which'respect 
the moral law ; in these alone can he be rationally conceived 
to require our righteousness should exceed that of the scribes 
and pharisees, not in the literal observance of the ritual pre- 
cepts, in which they were exactly scrupulous, whilst they 
neglectedjudgment, mercy, and the love of God. And of them 
only could he say, that he who brake the least of them, and 
taught men so to do, should be the least in his kingdom: (ver. 
19, 20.) since otherwise the apostle Paul must have been 
chief in that number. (2.) As for the rituals of the law and 
prophets, our Lord declares, the law and theprophets were till 
John,(Lukc xvi. lG.)and says, the time was coming, when 
neither in Samaria nor in Jerusalem should they worship the 
Father, but should worship him every where in a more spi- 
ritual manner, (John iv. 22—24.) Yea, he foretells the dis- 
solution of that temple and Jewish polity, on which their 
ritual and judicial precepts did depend, (ch.xxiv.) St. Paul 
informs us, that the law was only given till the promised 
seed should come, (Gal. Hi. 19.) and that he being come, 
we were no longer under the pedagogy of the law; that 
Christians were dead to the law through the body of Christ; 
(Rom. vii. 4.) that they were loosed from the law, that be- 
ing dead under which they were held; (ver. 6.) that it was 
evacuated ; (2 Cor. iii. 11.) that they were redeemed from it 
by Christ, (Gal. iv. 5.) and that they ought no more to bo 
subject to that yoke of bondage, or return to those beggarly 
elements; (ver. 9. and v. 1.) that Christ had broken down 
this partition-wall, and evacuated that law of command- 
ments ; (Eph. ii. 14, 15.) that he had blotted out that hand- 
writing of ordinances, and took it out of the way, nailing it 
to his cross; (Col. ii. 14.) that it was only to continue to 



the time of reformation ; (Heb. ix.10.) that the priesthood 
being changed, there was a necessity of a change of the 
law; (vii. 12.) and that thero was a disannulling of the 
commandments going before, because of the weakness and 
unprofitableness of it, (ver. 18.) Which things seem incon- 
sistent with the doctrine that Christ came not to dissolve 
that ceremon ia /law, from which he freed all Christians, and 
made them dead to it, by his body, evacuating his hand- 
ivriting of ordinances, and taking it out of the way, by nail- 
ing it to his cross. Nor seems it here sufficient to say, 
This law was not abolished by Christ, but vanished by the 
maturity of the time appointed for the continuance of it, 
seeing it therefore only vanished because Christ came to 
evacuate it by his death and cross; and what he came to 
take away, he came also to dissolve. But (3.) these 
rites may be considered as they were typical of things 
future, and were a shadow of good things to come by Christ. 
(Col. ii. 17. Heb. x. 1.) The prophets also may be looked 
upon as foretelling his days, and speaking of the things he 
w r as to do and sutler, and of his future glory, and the glad 
tidings of the gospel; (Acts iii. 24. 1 Pet. i.10— 12.) of the 
conversion of the Jews at the close of the world, the fall of 
antichrist, the coming in of the fulness of the gentiles, and 
the final judgment; and in this sense, Christ came not to 
dissolve the law and the prophets, but to fulfil them, by 
exhibiting the antitype and substance, of which these ri- 
tuals were the types and shadows; and fulfilling these 
prophecies, and, taking care the truth of these things should 
not fail ; nor should the law and the prophets cease to have 
their force, till these things were accomplished; and so the 
phrase ?wc 7ravra yhr\Tai occurs, importing the performance 
of what was typified by the law, and foretold b^ the pro- 
phets. So Lukexxi. 32. This generation shall not pass 
away, auc av iravra yivnrat, till all things foretold by me be 
done. (Matt. xxiv. 34. Mark xiii. 30.) And (4.) many 
of these ritual precepts had a spiritual sense; as the cir- 
cumcision of the flesh denoted the spiritual circumcision of 
the heart ; the rest of the sabbath, a rest remaining for the 
people of God, &c. on which account the apostle declares, 
not only that the law was holy, jttst, and good, but that it 
was also spiritual. (Rom. vii. 12. 14.) And in this sense 
Christ came not to' dissolve the law, but to fulfil, establish, 
and perfect it, by changing him that was a-Jew outwardly, 
to one inwardly; and the circumcision of the flesh in the 
letter, to the circumcision of the heart, in the spirit; (Rom. 
ii. 29.) and by circumcising us, not with the circumcision 
made with hands^ but with the circumcision of Christ, (Col. 
ii. 11.) that we might bo the true circumcision, who serve 
God in the Spirit. (Phil. iii. 3.) And (5.) by one iota, 
or tittle of the law, I understand one precept of it, accord- 
ing to that saying of the Jews, It were better one letter of 
the law should be razed out, i. e. one precept of it should be 
violated, than that the name of God should be openly blas- 
phemed. And as for those words till heaven and earth pass 
away, they must be understood only of the moral law, or else 
must bear the sense, which St. Luke gives of them, (xvi. 17.) 
Sooner may heaven and earth pass away, than God fail 
of accomplishing the things typified by the law, or fore- 
told by the prophets. Moreover, some of these types relating 
not only to spiritual, but to heavenly things ; the rest of tho 
sabbath being typical of the rest remaining to the people 
of God; (Heb. iii. iv.) the tabernacle being a shadow of 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



72 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[CHAP. T'. 



the heavenly tabernacle made without hands, and tho law 
being the shadow of future good things ; (Heb. x. 1.) and 
tho prophets foretelling those things, which were not to be 
completely fulfilled till the end of the world, or the day of 
judgment, — our Saviour might well say, Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but one jot or tittle of the law shall not 
pass away till all things befulfdled; some of the things ty- 
pified by the law, and foretold by the prophets, being then 
only to bo fulfilled, wheb heaven and earth were to pass 
away, 

["] Ver. 19. *0<mc *«*> olv Xtvy, &c. JWiosoever there- 
fore shall break one of these least commandments, he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven.] 'EXaxunog 
KknOfmrat, he shall be called least ; k e. he shall bo un- 
worthy to bo reckoned one of the members of my kingdom. 
So, J am the least of the apostles, is, I am unworthy to be 
called an apostle. (1 Cor. xv. 9.) Note also, that Christ is 
speaking not of the precepts of his new law, but of the pre- 
cepts of thewioranaw,of which he had discoursed in the two 
preceding verses, as is apparent from the illative particle 
olv, therefore. Moreover, it seems harsh, either to refer this 
to the beatitudes, which ended ver. 12. or to the following 
precepts, of which Christ had yet spoken nothing. And, 
lastly, it is probable that Christ may here reflect on those 
scribes and pharisces, who by their traditions exempted 
themselves, and taught others not to observe some of those 
moral precepts, and might hint, that how highly soever they 
were valued by themselves, or others, for their skill in the 
law, such teachers of it should be of no account in his 
kingdom. 

- [ 15 ] Ver. 20. Alyw yap ifuv For I say unto you, Except 
your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees.] i. e. Except (1.) you observe all tho precepts 
of the moral law, not making any of them void by your 
traditions, not leaving undone the more weighty matters of 
the law, judgment, mercy, and faith, as they do, (Matt, xxiii. 
23.) not thinking to atone for the neglect of some of them 
by yonr observance of 'the rest : see notes on James ii. 10. 
(2.) Unless you do observe this law, not only according to 
the outward man and in the letter, but also in the spiritual 
sense, and so as to cleanse your hearts from those inward 
dispositions, which arc in God's sight violations of it, and 
defile the man, you will not be fitted to enter into my king- 
dom. And that in both these things the legal righteousness 
of the scribes and pharisees was deficient, is clear, (1.) from 
our Saviour's caro to teach them, it was not sufficient to 
observe what was said to them of old, according to the let- 
ter only, but that they were to regard the higher and spi- 
ritual sense of it, not only not to kill 9 but not to be angry 
without cause, &c. (2.) that adultery might be committed 
in the heart as well as in the outward action, (ver. 28.) and 
thniwJiat cometh out of the heart, defileth the man: which 
doctrine the pharisees were so unacquainted with, that they 
were offended at it. (Matt. xv. 12.) And Josephus, who 
was well acquainted with their doctrine, declares Polybius 
mistaken, when ho saith, Antiochus Epiphanes perished, 
because he would have robbed Diana's temple of its trea- 
sure; for, saith he,* To yap iat\kIti iroiT\<jai rh tpyov j3ouXcv- 
trafitvov, ouk t<m rtfuopiag «&ov, lie deserved no punishment 
for what he only would have done, but did not. And Kimchi, 

* Antfq. lib. xii. 13. 



on these words of David, (Psal. lxvi. 18.) If I regard ini- 
quity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me, comments 
thus, He will not impute it to me for sin ; for God does not 
look upon an evil thought as sin, unless it be conceived 
against God or religion. 

[ I6 J Ver. 21. 'HKovaar€ 6V< IpplOt) rotg apx<*totg, &c. Ye have 
heard it hath been said by (to) them of old, Thou shalt not 
kilt; lyw ?£ \iyto iplv, but I say untoyou,Whosoever is angry 
with his brother, &c] That rolg apx^otg * s ^ cre t° be ren- 
dered in the dative case, may bo concluded (1.) from the 
words I say unto you, where ipiv is undoubtedly the dative 
case. (2.) Because the word Ippffiy elsewhere is always 
joined to this case; so Rom. ix. 12. tppiftn aim], it ivas said 
to her; and ver. 2G. ipp4fa avrdig, it was said to them; 
Gal.iii.lG. the promises tl{> y Af$paafx Ipp&qaav, were spoken 
to Abraham; so Revjx. 4. 11. And where mention is 
made of a thing spoken by another, tho phrase is still to 
pr)0lv vwb, or ro^pijOev Sm. (3.) Because the words thus 
cited by our Lord, are words spoken to tltem of old, as > 
T/iou shalt not commit adultery, ver. 27. Tlwu shalt not 
forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine 
oatJis, ver. 83. and here, Thou shalt not kill, Exod. xx. 
13. and, Whosoever killeth, shall be obnoxious to the judg- 
ment, Gen. ix. G. Numb. xxxv. 31. You shall take no sa- 
tisfaction for the life of a man, Ivoxov ovrog avaip&rjvcu, 
tvorthy to be cut off by the hand of judgment, he shall die. 
Of the question, Whether Christ here adds to the law of 
Moses, or rather declares those things belong to the truo 
scope and intention of it, which the scribes and pharisees 
never thought, or at least taught not their scholars so to be? 
seo tho appendix to this chapter. I incline to this last 
opinion, and therefore givo this sense to the words: You 
have heard it said by Moses to them of old, Thou shalt not 
kill; and understand not, that by this precept you are ob- 
noxious to guilt for any thing but murder: but I say unto 
you) that by the genuine import of it, all causeless anger 
against our brother, all contemptuous expressions and treat- 
ment of him, all rash judgment of him as a profane and 
wicked person, arc forbidden, as being either dispositions to 
murder, or to neglect tlie welfare of our brother's life and 
soul: and therefore say, 

[ 1? ] Ver. 22. w Ori wag 6 opyuXofXtvog rtf a$z\<pij> avrov tltcy, That 
whosoever is angi-y with Jiis brother xvithout a cause, shall 
be obnoxious to the judgment.] St. Jerome here notes, that 
in quibusdam codicibus legitur sine causd, cceterum in veris 
definita sententia est, as if tk-T; without cause had not been 
in the true copies: but how little St. Jerome is to be trusted 
in these matters, is evident from this, and many other in- 
stances of like nature ; for certain it is, that we find this 
worcl in Justin's epistle ad Zenam, &o. p. 311. D. Nor is- 
it any objection against this reading, that in his second 
Apology, p. 83. the word iikTj is omitted, the whole citation 
there running thus, tig S* «v opyfoZti, tvox<bg *<rriv tig to itvp, 
for this is only a brief recapitulation of the whole: and you 
may as well aTgue, that neither Raca nor pwpl was in that 
verse, as that tltaj was not there. A like instance I find in 
Irenaeus, who, when he gives a brief recapitulation of our 
Saviour's words, saith, That instead of these words, TJiou 
shalt not kill, he commandcth, "Ne irasci quidem," Not to 
be angry : yet whenever he cites these words, (as he doth 
thrice, viz. lib. ii. cap. 56. p. 189. col. 1. lib. iv. cap. 27. p. 314. 
cap.l. &c. 3. p. 320. col. 2.) he always adds, " sine causa/* 
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without cause; so also doth St. Cyprian, Test. lib. iii. p. 64. 
Constit. Apost. lib. ii. cap. 52. p. 199. So Chrysostom, 
Euthymius, Theophylact, without any hint of a various 
reading; so also reads the Syriac. And this, with what I 
have added, Exam. var. Lection. D. Millii, lib. ii. cap. 1. 
n. 1. I think sufficient to justify this reading. For explica- 
tion of these words, note, (1.) that they seem not rightly 
to interpret these words, who refer them to the judgment 
of the three Sanhedrins of the Jews; (1.) because the 
Sanhedrin is only mentioned m the second gradation: for 
(2.) it did not belong to the lower court of three men to 
judge of capital causes; and so those words, the murderer 
shall be obnoxious to the judgment, (ver. 21.) cannot be- 
long to them, and therefore the words here repeated can- 
not belong to them : nor (3.) can hell-fire be properly ap- 
plied to the judgment of the highest Sanhedrin. Let it be 
therefore noted, (2.) that the Jews held that many murderers 
were not to be pnnished by the judgment of the Sanhe- 
drin, but only the judgment of the hand of God ; and that the 
word Raca, which signifies a vain, empty fellow, was used 
as a word of scorn and contempt. Now the vilifying a 
Jew, was a thing punishable by the Sanhedrin: the word 
fool, both in the Scripture and the Jewish phrase, signifies a 
profane and wicked fellow, or, as we say, a hell-hound; for, 
the wicked shall be turned into hell: so in those words, Psal. 
xiv. 1. The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. This 
then may be the import of these words, He that is subject 
to unjust and causeless anger, shall be obnoxious to the an- 
ger and judgment of God; he that publicly reviles his bto- 
ther, shall be obnoxious to the public censure of the council; 
and he that represents and censures him as a child of hell, 
shall be obnoxious to hell fire: according to that saying of 
the Jews, He that calls another bastard, let him be punished 
with forty stripes; but he that calls him fool, let him descend 
with him into his life, i.e. into his misery. Note, (3.) 
that these words, vain and foolish, when they are used by 
men assisted by the Spirit of God, or speaking by virtue of 
their office, out of a spirit of charity, and an ardent deske 
to make men sensible of their folly, do not render them ob- 
noxious to this guilt: not St. James, when he calls the So- 
lifidian, vain man: (ii. 20.) not St. Paul, when ho saith/ O 
foolish Galatians! (Gal. iii. 1.) and much less Christ, when 
he styles the pharisees, fools and blind, (Matt, xxiii. 17.) 
and when he saith to liis disciples, O fools and slow of 
heart ; (Luke xxiv. 25.) but only then when they proceed 
from rash and causeless anger, rancour of spirit, and ill- 
will towards men. Note, (4.) that God, in forbidding 
murder, forbiddeth also those things which tend and dis- 
pose us to it; all rash anger, hatred, rancour of spirit, 
malice, all that contempt of others, which may make us 
not to value their lives, and so not fear much the dispatch- 
ing them out of the way; all that reproachful language, 
which begets such strifes, as too often end in blood ; Ye 
fight and kill : (James iv. 2.) that, in forbidding the out- 
ward act, he forbids all inward workings of the heart to- 
wards that act, all desires, machinations, and contrivances, 
all purposes or resolutions so to do ; out of the heart come 
evil thoughts, murders: (Matt. xv. 19.) and that, by for- 
. bidding us to kill, he commands us to do what wc arc able 
to preserve our brother's life: (sec note on Luke vi. 9.) 
and, lastly, that by forbidding us to kill the body, he 
much more doth forbid us to kill the soul, or sutler that to 
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perish, as did the scribes and pharisees; suffering the sin- 
ner and the publican to perish, by their refusal to converse 
with them, though it were to save that which was lost, 
or to call sinners to repentance. Note, (5.) from those 
words, He that is angry with his brother without a cause, 
that some anger may be just and lawful, not as -it is defined 
to be ope&c avriXvirhewg, a desire of revenge, or doing evil 
to another, purely because he hath done so to me; we' be- 
ing forbidden to avenge ourselves, (Rom. xii. 19.) or even to 
say, we will do to others as they have dealt with us: (Prov. 
xxiv* 29.) but as it is an inward commotion and displea- 
sure of the mind, arising from the apprehension of some 
evil done to me, or others for whom I am concerned, with 
a desire to remove the evil; and in this sense anger cannot 
be always sinful : * 

First, Because some anger hath been found even in that 
Jesus who did no sin, (1 Pet. ii. 22.) as when the -cause of 
God and piety were much concerned ; for, he looked upon 
the pharisees with anger, being grieved for the hardness of 
their hearts. (Mark iii. 5.) 

Secondly, Because anger is a passion implanted in us by 
the God of nature; if therefore it were wholly evil in its 
exercise, that God, who is the author of it, must be the au- 
thor of our sin, whereas the just avenger of it can never 
be the author of sin. 

Thirdly, Because we are only bid to be slow to anger, t 
(James i. 19.) and not to be hasty in our spirits to exert 
this passion; (Prov. xiv. 29.) whereas that, which is al- 
ways evil, we ought not only to be slow to do, but always 
careful to avoid. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 23. 'Eav o5v 7rpo<x(j>(priQ to Swoov <rov eirX to Svaiaa- 
rnpiov* If therefore thou bringest thy gift unto the altar, Sec.] 
Here note, 

First, That it was customary with the Jews, who lived 
at some distance from Jerusalem, to reserve their oblations 
till the next feast, at which they were obliged to attend, 
and then to offer them ; so that they might easily comply 
with this precept. 

Secondly, The scribes and pharisees held, That the gifts 
and sacrifices brought to the terhple, were sufficient to ex- 
piate for all offences, which were not to be punished by the 
judge (except those which required restitution to be made 
first, and that without amendment' of life); and therefore 
Christ here teachcth, in opposition to them, that no sacri- 
fice, or other worship, could he* acceptable to God, without 
justice and charity, and a mind reconciled to our brother; 
and that they did in vain attempt to propitiate an offended 
God, till they had made satisfaction for the injuries done 
to their brother : and that, therefore, when they had in- 
jured him by causeless anger, reproachful language, or un- 
due and uncharitable censures of his state, or any other 
way, they should endeavour to be reconciled to him before 
they sought to render God propitious to themselves; at 
least, by doing all things on their part necessary to give 
him satisfaction, and obtain his friendship : so that if they 
prevail not, the fault shall be in him, and not in them. 
Note, i 

Thirdly, That the duties of justice and charity are more 
acceptable to* God than sacrifices, or any other part of 
•outward worship; these being only of positive institution 
(whilst the others arc duties required by the law of nature), 
and so to be left undone, that we may do the other. 
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[ I9 ] Vcr. 25. v I<r£i tvvouv rq7 avrtSf*:^ aou ra\u, Agree with 
thine adversary quickly, &c] Episcopius here saith, Theso 
words cannot bo properly understood, because rash anger, 
reproachful speeches, and calling a man a fool, could not be 
punished with imprisonment ; but it is evident, that our Sa- 
viour is not now speaking of these things, but having told 
us what we ought to do to gain our brother's favour, when 
we had given him just cause of offence; he hero counsels 
us what to do when we lie at his mercy for our debts due 
to him, viz. to do all wo can amicably to compound the 
matter, lest being brought before the magistrates, we should 
be put in prison. Now theso magistrates were to be 
in their gates, (Deut. xvi.18.) that is, in all their cities; 
(if the city were small, it had only the consistory of three 
judges ; if large, that of twenty-three ; and both these are 
styled apxovTiG, Luke xii. 58.) and from them the creditor 
might appeal to the higher Sanhedrin, here styled the judge 
by way ofeminency; and these consistories had their $cho~ 
terim, officials, apparitors, or executors of their sentence, 
called here wn)ptrat, and Luke xii. 58. wpaicropi, who car- 
ried him to prison wiio was sentenced thither, or inflicted 
the punishment to which tho consistory adjudged him. 
Here then §<' xmovoiaq is insinuated, how much moro it 
concerns us in time to repent of our offences against God, 
and to endeavour to be reconciled to him, lest we be cast 
into tho infernal prison, according to that good advice of 
the son of Sirach, Before judgment examine thyself, and in 
the day of visitation thou shall find mercy ; humble thyself 
before thou beest sick, and in the time of sins shew repent- 
ance, and defer not until death to be justified. (Ecclus. 
xviii. 20—22.) 

[*°] Ver. 27. 'HKoutrar* ZrtippiOr\ to7c apxatoiQ, ov/mi^t^o-ac* 
Ye have heard that it hath been said to them of old, Ye shall 
not commit adultery.] And this the rabbins interpret strictly, 
calling it the thirty-fifth precept, forbidding to lie with an- 
other man's wife; on which account our Lord proceeds to 
say, It is also a prohibition of all incitements to adultery, 
called by St. Peter, the adulterous eye, (2 Pet. ii. 14.) and 
by the poet adultera mens, the adultery of the heart, in lust- 
ing after any woman; only this seems not to be meant of 
every sudden desire arising in us before we are aware, and 
suppressed and contradicted as soon as it is observed; 
but of morose desires, which we consent to, and entertain 
with pleasure, without retracting them ; and more espe- 
cially of such desires, which are followed with contrivance 
how to accomplish what we thus desire, and which we arc 
only restrained from the accomplishment of, by want of op- 
portunity ; in the first case, lust hath conceived and brought 
forth sin, a sin against this precept, as it forbids all incen- 
tives to adultery; in the second, it is finished in the will, 
and hath brought forth death; and doubtless will be so 
esteemed by that God, who, &s he estimates our good ac- 
tions, rather from our good minds, purposes, and inten- 
tions, than from the act itself, which ofttimes it is not in 
our power to perform ; so will he estimate our evil actions 
more from tho full consent of the will, which makes them 
morally evil, than from that fact which only renders them 
moro evil in the same kind, as adding to them scandal, and 
injury to others. And therefore tho words, adultery in his 
heart, are not here used to diminish the adultery, or Sig- 
nify it less truly such, but to shew the true interpretation of 
the precept. And though many things are produced from 



the Talmudists, to shew sorao of their rabbins condemned 
this looking on a woman as a very vile thing, yet nothing is 
produced from them to shew they held it forbidden by this 
precept. Pertinent here is the observation of St. Jerome 
on this place : " Dixerunt jurisperiti, si videat quis mu- 
liercm quam in deliciis praj uxore habeat, uxorcm demit- 
tat, atque earn ducat ;" Their expositors of the law said, If 
a man sees a woman whom he loves' better than his wife, let 
him divorce his wife and marry her. This adulterous eye 
our Lord here styles adultery; and ver; 31, 32. severely taxes 
their divorces upon any cause. (See note on Rom.ii. 22.) 

[ 2l ] Vcr. 31, 32. 'Epp&n Si Zn Sg Sv aTTdUcry rfjv yvvaiKa 
avrov,It hath been said, Wliosoever shall put away Ms wife, 
&c] Here Christ saith not, as before, It hath been said to 
them of old, but only it hath been said; to note, that this 
was not a precept given by Moses to divorce their wives, 
as the pharisees suggested, xix. 7. but only a permission 
in some cases so to do, as our Lord there answers, ver. 8. 
Of what farther relates to this and the. following verse, see 
note on xix. 7. 9. (See Examen Millii.) 

f 22 ] Ver. 33. 'Hicouo-arf 8n ipp&i} toTc apx^totQ, ovk £7ri- 
opie/j<r«c. Ye have heard it hath been said to them of old, 
Thou shalt not forswear thyself] For explication of which 
words, let it be noted, 

First, That Christ, by this prohibition, must not be sup- 
posed to forbid all swearing as a thing absolutely f evil ; 
for, in those writings which were indited by the Holy 
Ghost, St. Paul doth often seal the truth of what he deli- 
vered with an oath, saying, God is my witness, that ivithout 
ceasing I make mention of you in my prayers. (Rom. i. 9.) 
In the Epistle to the Galatians, he gives a large account of 
his conversion and apostleship, which concludes thus, Now 
the things which I write unto you, behold, before God I lie 
not. (Gal. i. 20.) Having given the Corinthians a cata- 
logue of his great sufferings for the gospel's sake, because 
it might be thought incredible that any sober person would, 
or that the stoutest person dould, endure so many and so 
dreadful sufferings, he concludes thus, The God and Father 
ofonr Lord Jesus Christ knowcth that I lie not (2 Cor. xi. 
31.) To confirm his tender love to the same church, he 
saith, I call God to record upon my soul, that to spare you 
I came not yet to Corinth. (2 Cor. i. 23.) To manifest his 
passionate affection to the Philippians, God (saith he) is 
my record, how greatly Hong after you. (Phil. i. 8.) Now 
these examples prove, that blessed Paul, and that good 
Spirit, by which he was directed thus to write, did not con- 
ceive all swearing to be forbidden by our Saviour's words, 
but that it was stili lawful/vvhen the matter was of great im- 
portance to the welfare of the souls of men, and could not 
be confirmed any other way, to seal it with a voluntary 
oath. Now undoubtedly St. Paul well understood the 
mind of Christ in this his prohibition; and therefore, had 
he conceived it so universal, as some contend it is, he 
would not have encouraged others, by his example, to 
transgress it. 

It is confessed the words, both in the prohibition of our 
Saviour and St. Jamds, are universal; Swear not at all; 
sivear not by heaven, nor by earth, or any other Oath : but it 
is also certain, that Christ and his apostles do often use 
such general expressions, which yet must necessarily ad- 
mit of limitations. Thus, 1 Cor. vi. 7. we meet with an ex- 
pression, which in the Greek is fully parallel to this, viz. 
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oXwc vrrrifxa, it is altogether faulty in you, that you go to law 
one tvith another; why do you not rather suffer yourselves to 
be defrauded? Which notwithstanding, no man, except some , 
few Socinians, thinks it unlawful to go to law, for preser- 
vation of his own family, or to secure the goods of orphans, 
widows, or the poor, committed to. his trust, when these 
things cannot be secured or. preserved by any other'means; 
Christ hath expressly said, Give to every man that asketk of 
thee, and of him that tatceth away thy goods, ask thou not 
again; (Lute vi. 30.) and yet as God himself gives not to 
them that ask amiss, that they may make provision for their 
lusts, (James iv. 3.) so neither. must the Christian give to 
such an asker ; and it is evidently repugnant to the law of 
nature and self-preservation, tamely to bear the loss of all 
that is necessary to our subsistence here, without endea- 
vouring to preserve or to recover it when taken from us. As 
therefore these, and many other passages of Scripture de- 
livered in universal terms, must be restrained by other 
scriptures, that so they may not seem to enjoin absurdities, 
or thwart the law of nature, or the voice of reason : so must 
the w T ords we now discourse of be restrained and limited by 
others, which /we meet with in the word of God. Espe- 
ciallyif, secondly, we consider thatChristhimself, after this 
prohibition given, seems to swear; for, Mark viii. 12. we 
read thus, Verily 1 say unto you, d §o$tj<nrtu r£ ytvtq, ravn^ 
arifitiov, If a sign shall be given to this generation, which is 
a Hebrew form of swearing, and imports thus much, Let 
God punish me, or let me not live, if a sign be given to this 
generation. So Deut. i. 35. Tlie Lord was wroth, and swore, 
saying, u oiptrai, ne vivam, Jf any of these men shall see the 
good land of promise. Psal. xcv. 11. So I sware in my 
wrath,d Eiatktvaovrai, mentiar, if they shall enter into my rest. 
So 1 Sam. iii. 14. 1 have sworn touching the house of Eli, tl 
l%tka(T%{}(TETai, if the iniquity of thehouse ofElishall be purged 
with sacrifice for ever. - So Psal. lx!xxix. 35. Once have I 
sworn by my holiness, u favaofxai, if I fail David : in all 
which passages interpreters agree, God sweareth by his 
life or truth. And Psal. exxxii. 2, 3. Lord, remember Da- 
vid, how he sware, tl tlaeXtvaofxcu, if I go into my tabernacle, 
el avafii'iaofiat, if I climb up into my bed, tl S<£<xo>, if I give 
sleep to mine eyes, till I find out a temple for the Lord ; . i. e. 
let me not prosper if I do not this : wherefore the words of 
Christ being exactly parallel to all these, which are ex- 
pressly styled oaths, may very reasonably be deemed a 
form of swearing.. ^ 

Secondly, These words must not be so interpreted as to 
forbid all promissory oaths, inwhich we do engage, by calling 
God to witness, we will be faithful to our promises, or will 
do this or that hereafter. For (1.) were it unlawful to use a 
promissory oath, it must be so, because it is unlawful to 
engage, as we expect God s favour, for the performance of 
things future: this being the whole difference betwixt an 
assertion and a promise confirmed upon oath, that an asser- 
tory oath hath always for its object something past or pre- 
sent; whereas a promissory oath hath for its object some- 
thing future, which oath some therefore think unlawful, be- 
cause we may forget our promise, or lie under such evil cir- 
cumstances as render us unable to perform it. But not- 
withstanding these considerations, that it is not simply un- 
lawful to take a promissory oath, is evident, (l.)from the 
examples of such oaths recorded and approved in Holy 
Scripture. For the Lord made his people enter into an 
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oath to serve him, and to keep his covenant. (Deut. xxix-. 12. 
14.) King Asa made all Judah swear that they would seek 
the Lord with all their hearts; (2 Chron. xv. 14.) and this 
was so acceptable to God, that he was found of them, and 
gave them rest round about, (ver. 15.) Ezra engaged the 
priests and Levites, and all the house of Israel, to swear that 
they would put away all their strange wives and children. 
(Ezra x. 5.) And Nehemiah called the priests, and took an 
oath of them to do according to* their promise. (Neh. v. 12.) 
Moreover, he engaged all the nobles and people to enter 
into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in God's law, and to 
observe and do all his commandments ; (x. 29.) and having 
done these things, he saith, Remember me y O Lord, for this, 
and wipe.not out the good deeds that I have done for the 
house of my God. And; lastly, I have sworn (saith David), 
and I will perform it, that I will keep thy .righteous judg- 
ments. (Psal. cxix. 106.) All thesewere promissory oaths 
made by direction, or with the approbation of the God of 
Israel, to strengthen the good resolutions of a backsliding 
people, and to increase their obligations to perform their 
duty; and can it rationally be conceived that the holy 
Jesus- should forbid what wholly was designed and really 
tended to strengthen and confirm us in the performance of 
our holy purposes? Can he be- thought to. do it who hath 
laid upon all Christians the baptismal vow, and the opKog 
crpaTtwTiKbg, military oath, to fight under* his. banner, and 
hath obliged us to renew this vow at every sacrament? (2.) 
If Christ did by these words forbid all promissory oaths, no 
prince may thus confirm a league with other states and 
princes; whereas both Abraham and Isaac made a pro- 
missory oath unto Abimelech, that they would still retain 
a perfect friendship with him. (Gen. xxi. 24. xxvi. 31.) 
Again, according to this exposition of the words, no magis- 
trate or. officer of justice may exact a promissory oath of 
any Christian subject, nor could a Christian soldier or 
trustee give any promissory oaths of his fidelity. Now had 
the Christian law untied and freed all its professors from 
these bonds of government, this must have much reflected 
on the wisdom of its constitutions, and given occasion to 
the infidels to say, that it exposecWall government, by this 
exemption of the subject from those obligations to obedi- 
ence which lay before upon them, to the greatest hazards; 
it being formerly the duty both of Jew and heathen, to 
keep the king's commandments by virtue of the oath of 
God. (3.) That which directly tends to the advancement of 
society, cannot rationally be supposed to be forbidden by 
our Saviour, because the current of the Christian precepts 
does most peculiarly tend to the promotion of the public good; 
hut promissory oaths, as well as assertory, directly tend to 
the advancement of society, and the promotion of the pub- 
lie good, they being instrumental both to put an end to these 
contentions, which tend to the destruction of society, and 
to the confirmation of men's minds, touching the truth of 
what another promises ; and therefore to encourage them 
in making those contracts, which arc of absolute necessity 
to human commerce : and all this the apostle seemeth to 
insinuate by saying, that an oath is for confirmation, and 
for the ending of all strife among men. (Heb. vi. 10.) For 
that the apostle in that passage speaks chiefly of dipromis- 
sory oath, is evident from the occasion of it; viz. the pro- 
mise of a signal blessing God had made to Abraham, and 
had confirmed with an oath. And (4.) if all promissory 
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oaths he utterly unlawful by virtue of Christ's prohibition, 
then must it be unlawful to adjure a Christian to perform 
any action we require of him; for to adjure by God, is to 
engage him, under tho curse of God, or under the penalty 
of forfeiting God's favour, and incurring his displeasure, to 
do what we require of him. Now that in matters of great 
concern, the Christian may be thus adjured by his superior, 
is evident from the example of St. Paul, who writes unto 
his Thessalonians thus, oprffri ifiag rbv Kiptov, I adjure you 
by the Lord, that this epistle be read to all the holy brethren. 
(1 Thess. v. 27.) The words I render thus, because I find 
this is tho constant import of this phrase in the Old Testa- 
ment. Thus, Gen. xxiv. 37. wptual fit b Kvpioq pov. My 
master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife to 
my son of the daughters of Canaan ; and ver. 41. When thou 
contest to my kindred, if they will not give thee a wife, ?<nj 
aOwog awb rov opKia/xov fiov, thou shalt be clear from my oath. 
Thus in the case of jealousy, bpKul Uptvg, the priest shall 
charge the woman with an oath of cursing, and shall say unto 
her, The Lord make thee a curse among thy people, &c. 
(Numb. v. 19. 21.) Thus 5>pKi<rtv 'Irjtrovc, Joshua adjured 
the people, saying, Cursed be the man before the Lord, that 
riseth up, and buildeth the city of Jericho. (Josh. vi. 2G.) And 
Saul adjured the people, saying, Cursed be the man that 
eateth any food till the evening; that is, bptcfoag wpKiatrbv 
Xaov, he charged the people with an oath, 1 Sam. xiv. 24. 
and ver. 28. the people feared the oath. Thus also Solomon 
speaks to Shimei, oix* $>pKt<ra <n Kara rov Kvptov, Did I not 
make thee swear by the Lord, that thou wouldest not go out of 
Jerusalem ; wherefore then hast thou not kept rbv optcov Kvplov 
the oath of the Lord? (1 Kings ii. 42, 43.) If therefore 
Christians may be bound by others under a curse or oath, 
to the performance of something future, which they had not 
promised; much more may they be thus obliged by the 
magistrate to promise, and confirm that promise by an oath. 
And, thirdly, hence it clearly follows, that our Lord 
doth not here condemn judicial oaths, imposed by magis- 
trates and by superiors in matters testimonial: for it is ob- 
servable injudicial oaths, the custom which obtained among 
the Jews was this ; not for the person who came under the 
obligation of an oath to pronounce the words of swearing 
with his own mouth, but an oath was exacted of him by the 
magistrate, and he became obliged to answer upon oath, 
by hearing <f>wvfiv bpKtayLov, the voice of adjuration, or swear- 
ing from his mouth ; so the law saith expressly, (Lev. v. 1.) 
If a man hear the voice of swearing, and is a witness, whether 
he hath seen or known any thing, if he do not utter it, then 
he shall bear his iniquity. To which custom that passage 
of the Proverbs evidently refers, Wlwso is partner with a 
thief, hateth his own soul: he heareth TVH tlte adjuration 
of the magistrate, and bewrayeth it not, (Prov. xxix. 24.) 
i.e. doth not discover what he knows; if, hearing bpKov 7rpo- 
teSIvtos, the oath pronounced, he doth not declare it, say 
the Septuagint and the Targum. Now hence it follows, 
that Christ could not forbid in these words such judicial 
oatlis: (1.) because it was not in the power of the Jews, to 
whom lie spake, to avoid them, they being subject to them, 
by hearing the voice of swearing pronounced by the judge. 
(2.) Had Christ by this injunction condemned all judicial 
oatlis, he must have dissolved the law of Moses in this par- 
ticular; and so have given just occasion to the pharisees 
to complain of him, both as teaching contrary to the law of 



Moses, and stirring up the people to disturb the govern- 
ment. Then, (3.) after this declaration made against such 
oaths, he should not have answered when adjured by the 
high-priest, to tell whether he were the Son of God; because 
he ought not so far to have countenanced this sinful action: 
wherefore, by breaking of his former silence, and taking the 
adjuration upon himself, he shewed that he did not con- 
ceive it sinful to answer upon oath before a magistrate. 
(4.) This prohibition therefore only doth forbid all voluntary 
oaths in common conversation and discourse; this (first) 
clearly follows from the removal of those other glosses 
which have been put upon the text; and (secondly) from what 
our Saviour adds, by way of explication of it, viz. torw Si 
6 \6yog ifjiiov, let your discourse or talk be yea and nay; i. e. 
let it suffice, that in your ordinary discourse you use a 
single affirmation or denial, or, if occasion do require, -a 
reduplication of them, and do not on your own voluntary 
motion, call God to witness the truth of what you ordinarily 
say. (Thirdly,) This is apparent from the distinction which 
the Jews observed betwixt such oaths as were imposed by 
the magistrate in doing justice, and voluntary oaths: in the 
first kind of oaths, they reckoned it unlawful to swear by 
any name but that of God; it being written, that when a 
cause of parties comes before the judge, then shall the oath of 
Jehovah be between them: (Exod. xxii. 11.) wherefore this 
prohibition of swearing, by the heavens, the earth, or any 
other oath, could not relate to their judicial oaths; because 
in them God only was invoked: it therefore must respect 
those voluntary oaths, which were in frequent nse among 
the Jews, and were less scrupled by them ; because they did 
not swear by God, but by the creatures, accounting that far 
more excusable than swearing by the name of God. And 
that this also is the meaning of the prohibition of St. James, 
is evident; because in the foregoing words he had exhorted 
Christians patiently to bear afflictions, and not to be pro- 
voked to anger by them; and knowing that our impatience 
under sufferings, and our unbridled passions, do often vent 
themselves in oaths, he therefore adds, (ver. 12.) But above 
all things, brethren, swearnot. 

f 23 ] Ver. 34. M?jrt Iv t$ ovpavy, Ver. 35. fxijrt iv ry yy, &c. 
Neither by heaven, nor by earth, nor by Jerusalem.] That these 
forms of swearing were very usual among the Jews, we learn 
from the Jewish writers, saying,* By heaven so it is; By 
heaven you have brought this to my memory. It was also 
customary with them, to swear by the heavens and earth 
together, or by them separately. And accordingly Philof 
forbids men to swear by the Supreme Cause; but, saith he, if 
there be a necessity ofsivearing, call to record, yj)v, ?"X«ov, 
aarlpag, oipavbv, the earth, the sun, the stars, the heavens. 
They also swore by Jenisalem, and by the temple. But then 
observe, they did not look upon these as binding oaths. 
So Maimonides saith, % If any man swear by heaven, or by 
earth, yet this is not an oath. And R. Judah,§ Tliat he that 
saith by Jerusalem, it is nothing, unless with an intent pur- 
pose he shall vow towards Jerusalem ; and this Martial inti- 
mates in that known distich, 

Ecce negas, jurasque mild per templa Tonantis: 
Non credo: jura, Verpe, per Anchialum. 



* BuxU Lex. in roce D^ffiD* 
X See Ligbl, ia loc. 



t D« special, legib. p. 594. C. 
$ Id Sheraolb, cap. 12. 
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And hence our Lord informs them, that this was their great 
mistake, all these oaths being in effect oaths made by God, 
and so as binding as those in which he personally was 
named. And seeing an oath is a solemn appeal to what 
we swear by, as a witness of the truth, and an avenger of 
the falsehood of the testimony, it follows, that all our oaths 
made by insensate creatures, must in effect be oaths made 
by that God whose creatures they are, or none at all. And 
therefore St. Jerome here truly notes, that " Judaei per 
angelos, et urbem Jerusalem, et templum, et elementa ju- 
rantes, creaturas, resque carnales venerabantur obsequio 
et honore Dei." The Jews are guilty of idolatry in swearing 
by angels, the temple, and by other creatures. And there- 
fore, by parity of reason, the papists, who swear by saints, 
images, and relics, must be guilty of the like idolatry. 

[ w ] Ver. 36. Mfa* lv t$ k£0oA£, &c. Neither by thy head, 
for thou canst not make one hair white or black.] This also 
was a usual form of swearing among the Jews, who said 
to their neighbour, Swear to me T&81 WTT* by the life of 
thy head; now, saith Christ, the preservation of that Jife, of 
which the head is the fountain, is not in thy power, but de- 
pends entirely upon him, by whom we live; and so to swear 
by it is, in effect, to swear by him who hath the power of 
life and death. 

[**] Ver. 37. To Si ittptaaov rovruyv, Ik tov 7rovr/pou l<mv, 
For what is more than this cometh of evil] These words 
import either, 

First, That swearing in our common discourse proceeds 
from some inherent evil, as certainly it doth from an unhal- 
lowed heart, from a soul void of reverence to God, and 
therefore prone to vilify his sacred name; or, 

Secondly, That it proceeds from Satan, and that he it is 
who tempts us to mix them with our common talk. And 
this interpretation well comports with the signification of 
the word 6 irovripbe, being most frequently used in the New 
Testament to signify this wicked one: thus ip-^rat 6 irovt)- 
poc, the wicked one cometh and snatcheth away the seed, 
Mattxii. 19. the devil doth it, ver. 39. Cain is declared 
to be Ik tov irovripov, from the devil/ God's children have 
overcome rbv irovripov; they keep themselves so that 6 7rovr/p6c 
the evil one doth not touch them. Now this is a full demon- 
stration of the vileness and horrid nature of this sin, that 
we are most particularly excited to it, by him who is the 
worst of beings, and bears the greatest hatred and oppo- 
sition to God's glory; and therefore, if he be so diligent to 
tempt us to the commission of it, we may be assured it is, 
because he knows it highly tends to the dishonour of God, 
and to deprive us of that reverence to his most sacred 
name, which can alone restrain us from the commission of 
the worst of evils. 

t^] Ver. 38,39. 'H»cov<xar£, &c. You have lieard it hath been 
said to them of old, An eye for an eye, &c. But I say unto 
you, Resist not evil.] Of this law of talio, let it be ob- 
served ; 

First, From Grotius, that it bound not the party damaged 
to require the like punishment, but left him free, either 
to forgive or take a compensation ; but if this penalty' was 
required by hini, it bound the judge to inflict it. For to the 
judge only it is said, thy eye shall not spare or pity him, 
but eye shall go for eye, &c. (Deut. xix. 18. 21.) And hence 



• Ttaalmud.Sanbed. cap. 5. Hal. 2. 



it follows, secondly, that the party hurt or damaged, could 
not himself be the executioner of this law; but was obliged, 
if he would require the punishment, to repair to the magis- 
trate for the execution of it; for this punishment was to be 
executed by the judges, (Exod. xxi. 22,23.) and therefore, 
as the words, thou shalt not pity, (Deut. xix.) relate only to 
the judge ; so also the words, as he hath done, so shall it be 
done to him, (Lev. xxiv. 19.) relate to the same person, as 
if it had been said, so shall it be done to him by the judge; 
but they oblige not the injured party to require the judge 
so to do. Now hence it follows, that they mistake Christ's 
meaning in the following words, opposed to this law, who 
say, Christ only doth forbid that resistance of evil, and re- . 
turn of injuries, which private persons do themselves at- 
tempt, without repairing to the magistrate for redress ; for 
private vengeance, or execution of punishment upon offend- 
ers, was never permitted to the Jews themselves; whereas 
those words, but I say unto you, seem plainly to evince that 
Christ forbids the Christian something which was permit- 
ted to the Jew. Note, thirdly, that the Jewish doctors 
generally maintain that the punishment *>f an eye for an 
eye, or a tooth for a tooth, might be redeemed by money, or 
that satisfaction might be made for it by ^pecuniary mulct; 
Josephus* is express, that the law allowed him that was hurt 
to estimate his own damage, and that if he would not take a 
pecuniary satisfaction, he was deemed severe or cruel. Hence 
the Targum of Jonathan renders the words thus, Tlte price 
of an eye for an eye, the price of a tooth for a tooth, &c. both 
in Exod. xxi. 24. in Lev. xxiv. 20. and in Deut. xix. 21. All 
these, say the Hebrew doctors (except life for life), may be 
redeemed by money; and this they gather from Numb. xxxv. 
31. Ye shall take no satisfactionfor the life of a murderer; so 
that the other maims or hurts are not forbidden to be satis- 
fied for : and in respect of satisfaction, it is said, Deut. xix. 
21. Thine eye shall not pity. (Maim. Treat, of Hurts, cap. 1. 
sect. 3, 4.) So of the Roman law of the twelve tables, A. 
Gelliusf asks what cruelty is in it, " cum habeas faculta- 
tem paciscendi," when liberty is granted to compound the 
matter, and there is no necessity of suffering the law, where 
men do not choose to do so? And this seems very reason- 
able in many cases, there being some cases in which the law 
of talio is impossible— as, if he that has lost his own teeth 
should strike out the tooth of another; some, in which it 
seems impracticable, as in breach for breach, wound for 
wound; for how difficult is it to make a wound neither 
deeper nor wider than that the other hath received? to 
break a bone, or make a rupture in the scrotum, or else- 
where, just like another made already? and sometimes it 
seems unmerciful to do it, as in the case mentioned by Dio- 
dorus Siculus,$ and by Aristotle, Rhetor, lib. i. cap. 7. of 
the man with one eye ; for would it not seem unmerciful to 
make him stark blind, because he hath casually, or in a 
sudden fit of anger, struck out his brother's eye; or to cut 
off the right hand of a painter, or a scrivener, by which he 
maintains himself and family, because he hath cut off the 
right hand of a songster, or one who suffers little in his 
calling by the loss ? Lastly, I cannot think that God allowed 

* 'O mf&ffas Tra^ir* rk o/xeta, o~rt£Ofjiiiios oZ rh a\\w firrifnri-, <r\$v if fxrin %fn- 
fxetra X*#ijV i$iX»j«v$ mirn%<n{A.m$, avrfo 9rt7rov&£r* Kvpiw rw v$/xw 7roiovv?os rifjiiiO'&rBai 
tJ ovfA@i@nxfa avrS wivflflj xa2 «^«{otJvrof, It fjt^ #oi!x«t*i ytvtrSat mxtfrtps. Antiq. 
lib. iv. cap. 8. p. 128. C 

t A. GelUib. xx, cap. 1, $ Lib. xinp.298. ' 
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this to be done by the damaged person out of revenge, he 
having so expressly said, (Lev.xix. 18.) Thou shall not 
avenge, or bear any grudge against the children of thy peo- 
ple; nor as a remedy ofhis grief, it being nn unreasonable 
and ill-natured thing to desire to easo my grief by causing 
grief to another, nor will either ray pain or loss be less, be- 
cause another suffers the like pain or loss: this thereforo 
only sccmcth to be granted as it tends to the public good, 
by causing men to be more careful how they offend in this 
kind. 

Secondly, That which Christ hero forbids, in opposition 
to what has been granted to the person injured by this law, 
is avruTTijvai, to resist evil in kind, by requiring the execu- 
tion of this law of retaliation upon him; as being that which 
tended not to the diminution of the Christians' pain or loss, 
and therefore seemed not suitable to Christian charity. (2.) 
In matters easy to be borne, rather to suffer them with 
Christian patience, than to contend before a judge abotit 
them, or to require compensation of him for them. For it 
is to be noted, 

(1.) That the striking \>f a freeman on the cheek with open 
palm, was only matter of disgrace ; and he that did it was, 
by the law of the twelve tables,* to pay twenty-five asses, or 
halfpence; and by the Jewish canons, to pay, if he gave 
one blow upon the cheek, two hundred zuzees ;if he gave 
him another, four hundred; and these mulcts were esta- 
blished and inflicted by the judge. (See Dr. Lightfoot.) 
But Christ mil rather have both these, injuries borne pa- 
tiently, than that his servants should contend before the 
judge for reparation of the disgrace put upon them. 

(2.) As for the taking the outward coat, that seems but a 
small loss to him that hath an inward coat remaining: for 
the Baptist requires him that hath two coats, to give to him 
that hath none; (Lukoiii.ll.) and Christ suffers not his dis- 
ciples to provide two coats for their journey. (Matt.'x. 10.) 
Though, therefore, by the Jewish canons, a mulct of four 
hundred zuzees was allowed for this, Christ requires those 
who, being so well provided, may reasonably be supposed 
able to repair the loss of both, to do it rather than contend, 
or wage law for the reparation of his loss before a heathen, 
or a Jewish magistrate: so St. Paul also; Why do you not 
rather suffer wrong? (1 Cor. vi. 7.) 

(3.) If the king's officer will ayyaptvuv, compel or press 
thee, who hast a privilege or immunity from these affairs, as 
the Jews thought the disciples of the wise and students of 
the law had ; yet, saith Christ, I require my disciples, rather 
to wave this privilege, than to contend for this immunity: 
so that, according to this sense, Christ here requires his 
disciples to remit tolerable injuries, relating either to their 
reputation, as in the first instance, or to their possessions 
and estates, as in the second, or to their privilege and free- 
dom, as in the third, rather than to contend at the law about 
them. If this exposition be not liked, it is observable, that 
k-oivurSai and Kptvttv is also to contend by fighting, or striv- 
ing with another, or using force to repel the injury. So 
Ecclus. vi . 10. A man cannot^ kq&T}v<u, strive or fight with one 
that is stronger than himself. So 2 Mace. xv. 17. Kplvai ra 
7rpayfiaTa, is to try the matter by conflict, or to fight it out; 



* " LfQcias Per Mi a i pro delcdamento habebal os horainis liberi maims subc palmlL 
yerberare, et querocunqae dcpilmaveraf, ei numerari secundum duodecim Tabellas 
ijuinque el viginii asses jubebal." A. Gell. lib. xx. cap. 1. 



in which sense Christ may be supposed to command, rather 
that his servants should patiently suffer these things, than 
fight and strive with those who offer such affronts and in- 
juries to them. 

f 27 ] Ver. 42. Ttf ahovvrl at $$ov, koL tov SiXovra airo gov 
davtiaaaZai fii) a7ro<rrpa<{>yg,Give to him that asketh; and from 
him that would borrow of thee, turn thou not away.] Here 
it is certain, 

(1.) That Christ by saying, (Luke vi. 35.) Give to 
every one that asketh, doth not require us to give to every 
one that asketh whether he need or not, nor whether wo 
can spare it or not, but only to give to him that asketh out 
of need, what wo are able to bestow, and do not ourselves 
want: so Paul, by asking the charity of the Corinthians, 
for the distressed Jews, saith, I mean not that others be 
eased and you burdened, but that your abundance be a sup- 
ply for their want, 2 Cor. viii. 13,14. (2.) These words, 
may have respect to the precedent, and be intended to 
te&ch Christians, not to be unwilling to give to others, be- 
cause they have disgraced" or unjustly taken something 
from us; nor to upbraid them in their wants, with their de- 
portment towards us, and call upon them first to restore 
what they have taken from us, but even to shew kindness 
to them, as if they had not thus offended. (3.) I see no 
reason for changing our translation from, Turn thou not 
away, into Turn not him away; for as men, aTrotrrprfofjievoi 
Triv aXifteiav, (Tit. i. 14.) are men turning away from the 

truth: SO tov SlAovrct, firj a7ro<rrpa<f>yg, maybe a7ro tov 

SiXovrog fin' <rrpa(pyg, from him that would borrow of 

thee, turn not thou away. 

[ 28 j Ver. 43. Ye have heard that it hath been said, TIiou shalt 
love thy neighbour, ml fiivriahg tov *x$pov <rov, and shalt hate 
thine enemy.'] Here note, (1.) that these words, TJiou shalt 
hate thine enemy, are not found in the law of Moses ; though 
nothing is more frequent in the Jewish canons, nothing 
more certain in their practice, than that they had, as Taci- 
tus observes, "intestinum odium adversus omnes alios," a 
deadly hatred against all that were not of their religion; 
which affords a strong argumcut, that Christ here is not 
correcting or adding to the moral precepts of the law; but 
opposing the corrupt interpretations of the scribes and 
pharisees, of which we have this farther argument, That 
the law expressly doth require this love of enemies and 
the love of strangers in the highest measure, saying, (Lev. 
xix. 18.) Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself; and, (ver. 
34.) Tlie stranger that sojourneth with you, shall be as one 
home-bom among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; 
for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. Now here it 
cannot be truly answered, as the Jews and some Christians 
do, that the neighbour, (ver. 18.) is only a Jew, and not a 
stranger; for both our Saviour and St. Paul, speaking of 
these very words, do plainly shew the contrary, as is fully 
proved, note on Matt. xxii. 39. Moreover, every Egyp- 
tian man and woman is a neighbour, (Exod. xi. 2.) and so 
is every other man. (Deut.xxii. 26.) And even Kimchi on 
Psal. xv. 3. saith truly, Aneighbour is every one with whom 
we have any dealing or conversation; and so also the word 
neighbour must signify in the tenth commandment, if it do 
not leave the Israelite free to covet the wife of the gen- 
tile. Nor (2.) can it be truly said, the stranger men- 
tioned ver. 34. is only a proselyte of justice, or one who 
had obliged himself to observe the law of Moses. For (1.) 
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the text speaks of such strangers as they themselves were 
in the land of Egypt, where they were strangers of a dif- 
ferent religion from the Egyptians: so again, Deut, x. 18, 
19. God loveth the stranger in giving him food and raiment; 
love ye therefore the stranger, for ye were strangers in the 
land of Egypt: which words afford another argument for 
the love of all strangers permitted to be among them, though 
they were not of their religion; because in this affection, 
they were to imitate God's love to strangers, which ex- 
tended not only to those of their religion, but even to all 
that conversed with them, in giving food and raiment to 
them. (Seexxm22.) 

Obj. It is objected, That God's commands concern the 
seven nations, that they should utterly overthroio them ; 
(Exod, xxiii. 24.) that they should smite them, and utterly 
destroy them ; that they should make no covenant with them, 
nor shew mercy to them. (Deut. vii. 2.), That of the Am- 
monite and Moabite it is said, Tliou shalt not seek their 
peace, Mor their prosperity, all thy days for eber : (Deut. 
xxiii. 6.) and of the Amalekites, Tliou shalt blot out the 
remembrance of Amalekfrom tinder heaven; thou shalt not 
forget it. (Deut. xxv. 19.) "Habemus ergo hostes,ha- 
bemus et odium ;" Here we find, the enemies, and the hatred, 
saith Grotius, v. • V * 

Ans. Here is indeed an instance of God's hatred of, and 
severe displeasure against, these nations, whom he com- 
manded them thus to root out and to destroy, without that 
mercy and pity, which might preserve them from that de- 
struction he had decreed against them for their abominable 
impurities and idolatries ; but here is no instance of a com- 
mand given to the Jews tohate them. For,' . * 

First, It is observable, that the war waged against them 
is called the Lord's tvar, and he promiseth to destroy them; 
and their neglect of doing it, even to a man, is styled disobe- 
dience against the Lord. This is extremely evident in the 
case of the Amalekites, God having said, he would utterly 
put out the remembrance of Amalek for ever, and sworn, he 
would have war with Amalek, from generation to genera- 
tion. (Exod. xvii. 14.16.) Accordingly, when the Lord 
sent Saul to smite Amalek, and utterly destroy them, and 
spare them not, but slay both man and woman, infant and 
suckling, (1 Sam. xv. 3.) it was no argument of Saul's ha- 
tred to them that he went to execute this command of the 
Lord, but an act of disobedience that he spared Agag, and 
the best of the sheep. And in like manner the war against 
the seven nations Avas the Lord's war; and the Israelites 
which fought against them were the Lord's hosts; (Josh, v, 
14.) and the destruction of them he ascribes to himself, 
saying, I will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt 
come. (Exod, xxiii. 27.) I drive out before thee theAmorite. 
(Exod.xxxiv.il, see Deut, vii. 12.) So that the Jews were 
only the executioners of God's vengeance upon these na- 
tions for their abominable idolatries, beastly lusts, and 
horrid cruelties; and sure an executioner may do accord- 
ing to the sentence of the judge, without hatred of those he 
executes ; nor is it any sign of hatred to them that he 
spares not them of whom the judge hath said, Thou shalt 
not spare them. Moreover, the reason given why they 
should not shew merty to them in sparing their lives, being 
this, (Deut.vii, 4.) For they will turn away thy sonfromfol- 
lowing me, that they may serve other gods ; so will the an- 
ger of the Lord be kindled against you, and destroy tliee 



suddenly. This sparing mercy towards them would have 
been not only disobedience to God's commands, but also 
cruelty to themselves and their posterity ; and so it proved 
in the issue. And, lastly, whereas it is said of the Am- 
monite and Moabite, TJioa shalt not seek their peace, nor 
their prosperity, all thy days for ever ; the import of these 
words is this, saith Grotius, * Thou shalt not do it by en- 
tering into leagues of friendship, mutual assistance, and 
conjugal society, with them, and that by reason of the danger 
they might suffer by their friendship with them, who, being 
their near neighbours, would watch all opportunities to en- 
snare and disturb them:" This precept therefore was to be 
observed, not So much out of hatred or ill-will to them, as 
out of friendship to themselves, and regard to their own 
good. « . 

f^ 9 ] Ver. 44. 'Ey<o St \lyut vfilv, ayairart TovglxOpovg ifitov, 
Bat I say to you, Love your enemies, &c] To this restrained 
affection of -the Jews, to their own brethren, and men of 
their religion, Christ here opposeth his excellent precept of 
loving enemies. And that (1.) by shewing a sincere affec- 
tionand good-will to them who bear enmity or ill-will to 
us, and by expressing our beneficence to them who, by their 
actions, shew their hatred to us ; and in our works, by 
doing good to them for evil ; and in our words, by blessing 
them who with their mouths curse us; and praying for 
God's blessing upon them who revile and persecute us as 
his enemies. And this affection he recommends to us, 

First, From the plain absurdity of the Jewish doctrine, 
which made them no better in this respect than those 
sinners, publicans, and heathens, whom they allowed them- 
selves to hate. For, if you only love them who love you, 
what reward have you ? Do not even the publicans the same, 

j even sinners? saith St. Luke, vi. 36, If you salute your bre- 

j thren only, ivhat excellent thing do you? Do not even the 
publicans, or, as some copies have it, heathens, so? Which 

I words being so directly levelled against that hatred, the 
Jews allowed themselves to these three sorts of men, shews 
that the foregoing words, Thou shall hate thine enemy, are 
not to be restrained to the seven nations. 

Secondly, That they who boasted of this as their proper 
title and their peculiar glory, that they were the sons of 
God, might shew they really were so, by their resemblance 
of his goodness, who' is kind to the unthankful and to the 
wicked. (Luke vi, 35.) For, he niaketh his sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust, (ver. 45.) So Seneca,- " Si Deos imitaris, da et in- 
gratisbeneficia, nam ctsceleratis sol oritur;" Jfthouwoiddest 
imitate the gods, be kind to the unthankful, for the sun 
rises on the wicked. (De Benef.lib. v, cap. 25.) The immor- 
tal gods (saith Antoninus) not only patiently bear with the 
wicked men, but also lojSovrcu avruv wavToiuyg, take allman- 
ner of care of them; and shalt thou, a mortal man, be weary 
of bearing with them, koI ravra, tig &v rwv <j>av\wv, when 
thouartone of them? Lib. vii. §. 70. (SeeGataker in An- 
ton, p. 291. 316. 331.) 

Thirdly,* That this will render us complete in this great 
duty of love and mercy to others ; ver. 48, Be ye (in this) 

perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. That this com- 
mand is thus to be restrained, we learn (l.)from the paral- 
lel words, Luke vi. 36. Be ye therefore merciful, as your hea- 
venly Father is merciful;- and (2.) from the preceding 
words, which call not on us to resemble God in holiness, 
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justice, fidelity, but only in beneficence and mercy, as well to 
the evil as the good : so that there is no reason to extend 
this perfection here beyond the subject-matter, though it be 
true, that in all other perfections in which we arc required 
to imitate him, we are to come as near unto him as we can, 
truly resembling that pattern, which wo cannot, nor by this 
precept arc obliged to, equal ; for " imitatio stat citra ex- 
emplar," imitation falls below the pattern. (See here Ex- 
amen Millii.) 
See the appendix to this chapter at the end of this Gospel 

CHAP. VI. 

1. [ l ] X AKEhccd that ye do not your alms before men, to 
be seen of them ; otherwise (if that be your inducement to 
perform them), ye have no reward of your Father which is 
in heaven (because then you do alms, not out of obedience 
to his commands, or in resemblance of Ms goodness, but ra- 
ther from vain-glory). 

2. Therefore, when thou doest thy alms, do not sound a 
trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do, (proclaiming 
their actions) in the synagogues, and in the streets, that they 
may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, [ fl ] They 
have their reward (i. e. that applause of men they seek for, 
aud 7io more). 

3. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know 
what thy right hand doeth : ( but do them so) 

4. That thine alms may be in secret, and (then) thy [ 3 ] Fa- 
ther, which sccth in secret (the sincerity of thy love to 
others for his sake), himself shall reward thee openly (be- 
fore men and angels). 

5. And (likewise) when thou prayest, thou shalt not be 
[ 4 ] as the hypocrites arc (doing this out of vain ostentation): 
for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men (and be 
deemed devout persons by them). Verily I say unto you, 
They have their reward. 

G. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet; and, 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is 
in secret (and invisible, both in his nature and operations); 
and thy Father, which sceth in secret, shall reward thee 
openly. 

7. But when ye pray, [ 5 ] use not vain repetitions (or 
words of the same import, to lengthen out your prayers), as 
the heathens do: for they think they shall be heard for their 
much speaking. 

8. [ 6 ] Be not ye therefore like unto them : for your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him 
(and is still ready to grant the desires which come from a 
sincere and honest heart ; so that he needs neither your words 
to inform, nor your persuasives to move, him; and so your 
requests to him may be absolved in few words). 

9. [ ? ] After this manner therefore pray ye, (saying, when ye 
pray, Luke xi. 2.) [ e ] Our Father which art in heaven (i. e. 
who, being in heaven, from thence beholdest all our wants, 
Psal. xi. 4. and must be able to relieve them, 2 Chron. xx. 7. 
Psal. cxv. 3. and being our God and Father, must be in- 
clined so to do)i p] Hallowed be thy name (i. e. may all men 
so speak, and so think of thy Divine majesty, and so deport 
themselves towards thee, that thou mayest be glorified in 
their words, thoughts, and actions). 

10. [ 10 ]Thy kingdom come (may thy gospel be generally 



entertained by men with due faith and obedience ; may all men 
receive thy son Jesus Christ as taeir king and saviour, and 
humbly submit to his laws; may the Christian religion obtain 
every where, as well in reality as profession, the minds of all 
men being subdued to the obedience of faith). [ ll ] Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven (u e. may all men with 
sincerity, alacrity, andreadiness, yield obedience to thy holy 
will, and imitate the blessed angels in an entire compliance 
with it, without hesitation or rctinency). 

11. [ ls ]Give us this day our daily bread ft. e. be pleased 
continually to afford us what thou seest needful for us, and 
give thy blessing both upon our labours to procure it, and our 
food to afford nourishment and strength to us). 

12. [ ls ]And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 
( i. e. give us vpon our repentance, the pardon of our sins 
committed against thee; for we, in obedience to thy com- 
mand, freely, and from our hearts, forgive the offences of 
others against tis). 

13. [ u ] And lead us not into temptation (suffer us not by 
the assaults of Satan, or the subtraction of thy graces, or by 
putting us for our punishment into such circumstances as may 
prove shares and stumbling-blocks to us, to be led into, or 
overcome by, the power of temptation ; but grant us such a 
measure of thy grace, as may preserve us from falling by 
them); [ l5 ]but deliver us from (the) evil (of sin, and from 
those dispositions and inclinations which make us prone unto 
it; and from the assaults of the evil one) : [ l6 ] for thine is the 
kingdom (we desire may come), and (thine is) the power 
(thus to assist, provide for, and protect us), and (thine is 
and will be) the glory (of so doing), for ever. Amen. 

14. ( And with great reason do I teach you to say, Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive others :) [ 17 ] For if ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 

15. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

1G. Moreover [ 18 ] when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, 
of a sad countenance : for they disfigure their faces (put- 
Wig on sad and mournful looks), that they may appearunto 
men to fast. Verily I say unto you,They have their reward. 

17. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and 
wash thy face (as the Jews do on ordinary days) ; 

18. That thou appear not unto men to fast, but (only) 
unto thy Father which is in secret ; and thy Father, which 
seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

19. [ 19 ] Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt (them), and where 
thieves break through and steal. 

20. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do 
not break through nOr steal (thisbeing the only means to be 
heavenly -minded) : 

21. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also. 

22. [*>] The light of the body is the eye (by which we 
are directed how to guide the body in our walking, as is the 
eye of the mind the light by which we discern our duty) : if 
therefore thine eye be single (i. e. free from covetousness, 
and ready to relieve Christ's needy members), thy whole 
body shall be full of light (i. e. this charity ivill lead thee 
in the ivay to life, and will direct the actions both of thy 
soul and body aright). 

23. But if thine eye be evil (if it be an envious, covetous 
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eye), thy whole body will be full of darkness (L e. all 
its actions will be deeds of darkness). If therefore (then) 
the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that dark- 
ness 1 (i. e. if the inivard light, which should direct thy 
actions, be darkness, how great and fatal will be that dark- 
ness in which thou walkest ? 

24. And that your affection to these earthly things may 
not thus blind you, consider, that) no man can [ 21 ] serve 
two masters : for either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else (which is the consequent of that affection) he 
will hold to the one, and (comparatively) despise the other : 
(so that) ye cannot serve (both) God and mammon. 

25. Therefore I say unto you, [**] Take no thought 
for (the things necessary to preserve) your life, (to wit) 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for your 
body, what ye shall put on : (for) is not the life more than 
meat, and the body (more) than raiment? (He then who 
gave this life and body, will be concerned to make provisions 
for them.) - . 

26. Behold (how it is with) the fowls of the air (which 
are less considerable than you are): for they sow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your hea- 
venly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much 'better than 
they? (and so more assuredly will be provided for. 

27. And) which of you, by taking thought, can add one 
cubit to his stature (or make your body taller? how much 
less ivill your solicitude preserve the whole) ? 

28. And why take ye thought for raiment? consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do 
they spin:* 

29. And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

30. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 
w T hieh to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall 
he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? (if you 
distrust his care in making these provisions for youl) 

31. Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we 
oat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? 

32. For after all these things do the gentiles seek (but 
ye who are under a more peculiar providence need not do 
it): for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need 
of all these things (and sure his providence will never suffer 
you to want what he sees needful for you). 

33. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righte- 
ousness (viz. that righteottsness which will render you 
acceptable inhis sight); and (then) all these things (as far 
as they are needful) shall be added unto you. 

34. Therefore take no thought for to-morrow (be not be- 
forehand importunately solicitous for your future subsist- 
ence): for the morrow shall take thought for the things of 
itself: (i. e. you may have time enough to take thought for 
the morrow when it comes ; add not therefore to the cares of 
each day, for) sufficient to the day is the evil thereof^, el 
the necessary trouble which attends each day). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VI. 

[ x ] Ver. 1. IIPOSE'XETE ttiv l\ir\uo<r'vvnv iutov firi iroiiiv 
?/x7rpO(T0£v tu)v avOpttmwv, trpo$ to OeaOrivat avrot^. Take heed 
that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them, &c] 
Christ in this chapter teaeheth, that those works, which 

vol. v. 



are otherwise good in themselves, are not acceptable to 
God, when they are done out of vain-glory; because they are 
done not for God's sake, but for our own ; not with respect 
to his glory, which ought to be the chief end of every ac- 
tion, (1 Cor. x. 31. 1 Pet. iv. 11.) but that we may obtain 
glory from, and favour with, men. But here note, 

First, That Christ doth. not forbid us to perform those 
works of charity* which being in their nature public, tend 
to procure respect and good reputation among men, since 
they fall under the general precepts of providing to. ica\a 
things honourable in the sight of all men, (Rom. xii. 17.) and 
approved of men, (xiv. 18.) and of thinking of those things 
which are good, virtuous, lovely, honourable, of good report , 
and are praiseworthy, (Phil. iv. 8.) and which St. Paul 
in distribution of the Corinthians' alms attended to, (2 Cor. 
viii. 21.) provided these things be done, not chiefly because 
they are commendable in the sight of men, but because ihey 
are acceptable to God, (Rom. xiv. 18.) not that they may 
gain glory to us, but to God, and our religion, (1 Pet. ii. 12.) 
and. remove all occasions of bringing any scandal on it. 
(Tit. ii. 8. 1 Pet. iii. 16) Nor, secondly, doth he abso- 
lutely forbid us to do these things, that men may see them, 
provided we desire not they may be. seen from ostentation* 
or vain-glory ; but that men seeing our good works, may glo- 
rify our Father which is in heaven, (v. 16. 1 Pet. ii. 9.) 
Nor, thirdly, doth Christ forbid us to do these things, so-; 
tHat others seeing us may profit by bur example, and be 
excited to good works, or so as to seek a good reputation 
among men, provided we desire it, only for thepublic good, 
that we may be more instrumental to promote God's glory, 
and that others may more freely hearken to our good admo- 
nitions; for in these cases we do not properly intend our 
own advantage, but God's glory, the welfare of souls, and 
the public good ; nor have we our own praise and glory, but 
those higher ends, for the scope of all such actions. More- 
over, it being not apparent from any of their writings, that 
it was customary with the Jews to sound a trumpet when 
they distributed their alms; this seems only a proverbial 
expression, for making a thing known or public, as both 
Jews and heathens were used to do by the sound of a 
trumpet, calling the multitude together, saith Phavorinus, 
by it, using it in their triumphs, and before they began to 
act their tragedies or comedies. (See Examen Millii 
here.) 

[ e ] Ver. 2. *Aurjv Xiyu) ifxiv, airiyovGi rov fiiaSbv avrutv, 
Verily I say unto tjou, They have their reward.~\ It is the 
observation of the Jews, that God punishes all the light 
evil deeds of good men in this life, that he may reward them 
in the next, and that he rewards all the good actions of bad 
men in this life, that he may punish them in the next. He 
often gives them the outward things they set their hearts 
upon; sensual pleasures, wealth, honour, and glory, with 
men, and thus they have their good things and their reward 
in this life; and this is very truly and very equitably so. 
For these things, which can only be enjoyed in the body, 
and during this present life, are the things they chiefly 
prize, have their desires and affections set upon, and most 
industriously pursue, comparatively despising the things 
above, and neglecting their future interests, and so they 
very properly are styled their good things, Lukexvi.25. 
And happiness being the general end of all men, they who 
thus chiefly prize, and above all other things pursue, these 
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sensual pleasures, honours, and enjoyments, must chiefly 
place their happiness in them, and look upon them as the 
most comfortable, most satisfactory, and most desirable, 
reward of all their labours, and so in the enjoyment of 
them they have their reward. They therefore cannot charge 
God with hardships to them, they having done no good 
thing for which he hath not rewarded them according to 
their hearts' desire. Ho hath given them the good they 
choso for their portion, and made them as happy as they 
would bo; he hath given them the things they above all 
things loved and delighted in, and in which they placed 
their chief happiness, and only lets them want the things 
which they despised, as not worth their labour; which 
being offered upon reasonable terms, they scornfully neg- 
lected and refused ; and of which, by this refusal and neg- 
lect, they have rendered themselves both unworthy and 
incapable. 

[ 3 J Ver. 4. Autoc airoSwaet <toi iv r$ <j>avtpw, And thy Fa- 
ther, who sceth in secret, shall reward thee openly,] Though 
it be true which Grotiushere observes, that God doth often 
visibly reward the sincere charity of pious persons, per- 
formed from true love to him, with temporal blessings in 
this life, yet will he chiefly do it in the sight of men and 
angels in the world to come. (Matt.xxv.34.Lukexiv.14.) 
And it is observable, that the very. thing we are forbid to 
seek from men on earth, is part of that reward we shall 
receive at that great day, when our faith and charity shall 
be found, to our praise, honour, and glory ; (IP et. i. 7.) and 
that good men, by patient continuance in well-doing, are 
said to seek for glory and honour, as well as immortality, 
Rom. ii. 7. and have the promise of it, ver. 10. (See Exa- 
men Millii here.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 5. Kai Zrav Tvpo<ft\t\^ °^ K * ar l &< T7rc p ol v7roKptT!ai, 
5n <t>t\ovatv. And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as, 
the hypocrites: who love to pray standing in the synagogues 
and in the corners of the streets.] Christ doth not here con- 
demn all prayer made in the synagogues/ seeing both he 
and his disciples often prayed with the Jews in the syna- 
gogues, (Luke iv. 16.) nor any public devotions in the 
house of God; but speaking only here of private prayer, 
he would have that performed agreeably to the nature of 
it, and so in secret; and condemns them only who affected 
to do this in public places, that others might take notice of 
them, and look upon them as devout, religious persons for 
so doing. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 7. Upoctv)(ofitvot Si fir) ficmoXoyiiariTt, Sxnrtp.ol 
i0viKo\,$OKOv<rtyap ort iv -ry iroXvXoytq avriJv uaaKOvaQi'iaovTat. 
But whenyepray, use not vain repetitions, as theheathens do: 
for they think they shall be heard for their much speaking.'] 
'What we here render vain repetitions, is, in the Greek, bat- 
tology ; which seems not well rendered by Chrysostom 
and Theophylact, <fkvapia, trifling, in asking little temporal 
things; nor by Hcsychius or Phavorinus, aXoyoXoyia, amt- 
poXoyia, speaking vainly and unseasonably ; but is well ren- 
dered by Suidas, 7ro\v\oyia, much speaking ; for (1.) our 
Lord seems plainly thus to explain himself, use not the 
battology of the heathens, who think to be heard for their 
much speaking: (2.) so doth the Arabic, multiply not 
words; so the Vulgar, "nolite multum loqui," do not 
speak much: and (3.) this is agreeable to the like pre- 
cept of the preacher, Eccles. v. 2. God is in heaven, thou 
on earth, therefore let thy words be few; and of the son of 



Sirach, (vii. 14.) ju) ScvrcpoKryc X6yiov iv Trpoatvxfi cov, mul- 
tiply not words in thy prayer: avd (4.) this seems to fol- 
low from the short form of prayer prescribed, in oppo- 
sition to this heathen practice, and introduced with an 
oJJrwc ovv, so therefore pray ye. But still it remaincth diffi- 
cult to give a determinate sense to this much speaking, and 
say precisely when this Scvrcpwo-ic, or repetition of the same 
words, is vain. For, 

First, We cannot reasonably conceive our Saviour here 
condemns all repetition of the same words in prayer; 
especially when it arises from a deep sense of our neces- 
sities, and a vehement desire of Divine grace. For he 
himself prayed thrice in the same words, to be delivered 
from the bitter cup. It is also highly probable, that as 
David composed it by the Spirit of God, so Christ sung 
the hymn called hallel magnum, beginning at Psal. cxv. 
and ending at Psal. cxviii. where in the four first verses the 
same words frequently occur. It was also usual for. pro- 
phets, and men of excellent and raised devotion, to use the 
same words in the same prayer; so doth Daniel, chap. ix. 
saying, ver. 5. We have sinned, and have committed ini- 
quity, and have done wickedly, and Iiave rebelled; ver. 17. 
O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his suppli~ 
cations; ver. IS. O my God, incline thine ear, and hear ; and 
ver. 19. O Lord, hear; O Lord, hearken. How oft doth 
the royal Psalmist say, (Psal. cxix.) Teach me, O Lord, 
thy statutes, ordinances, commandments, judgments, the 
way of thy statutes? In Psal. cvii. we have four times 
these words, Oh that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness; (ver. 8. 15. 21. 31.) and in Psal. exxxvi. the same 
words are repeated twenty-six times. 

This repetition, therefore, can only be accounted vain, 
when it is not requisite to heighten the devotion, or when 
it is used as the heathens did, to lengthen out devotion, or 
as the comedians have it, "Deorum aures contendere," 
to stun the ears of the gods, as if we thought they could not 
hear or understand, "nisi idem dictum sit centies," tinless 
we say the same thing over and over; and this seems to 
have been the design of the Baalites, in crying out from 
morning to noon, O Baal, hear us. (1 Kings xviii. 26.) 

Secondly, It also seems not agreeable to Scripture, or 
reason, to assert that all long prayers are forbidden by 
these words of Christ; though many things which make 
them so, may be hereby analogy.forbidden, as coming un- 
der the reason of the prohibition; I say, all prayers con- 
tinned to a considerable length seem not forbidden; for 
the prayer of Solomon at the dedication of the temple was 
such, and so is that in Nehem. ix. where we are also told 
that they confessed and worshipped for three hours. In 
the New Testament (to omit the example of our Lord, 
who, according to our version, continued all night in prayer, 
as not conclusive, because it may be rendered, he con- 
tinued all night in a synagogue, or house devoted to the ser~ 
vice of God; see the note on Luke vi. 12. and yet not 
wholly impertinent, because Matt xiv. 23. Luke vi. 12. he 
went up thither to pray, and therefore may be reasonably 
supposed to have spent much of that time in that duty) we 
find the church thus praying for the deliverance of St. Pe- 
ter; for as the prayer itself is styled irpoatvxn itcrtviic, 
prayer extended to a considerable length ; so when St. Pe- 
ter came to the house, he found them still praying. (Acts 
xii. 5. 12.) We also find St, Paul praying night and day, 
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and that inrlp iKrrzptvoov more abundantly, that he might see 
his Thessalonians; (1 Thess, iii. 10.) and also praying and 
giving thanks, and making mention of other churches in 
his prayers incessantly, (Rom. i. 9. 1 Cor. 1.4. Eph. i. 1G. 
Phil. i. 4. Col. i. 3. 1 Thess. i. 2. ii. 13. 2 Tim. i. 3.) which 
sure must render his supplications of a considerable length. 
And, thirdly, he requires these churches Trpoampripuv to 
continue instant in prayer, Rom. xii. 12. to pray always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, aypvTrvovvrtg, 
watching thereunto with all perseverance, and supplication 
for all saints, Eph. vi, 18. to continue in prayer, ypnyo- 
povvris, watching in the same with thanksgiving, Col. iv. 2. 
to pray without ceasing t 1 Thess. v. 17. and makes it the 
duty of the widow (after the example of St. Ann, Luke ii. 
37.) Ttpoaixhuv to continue in prayers and supplications 
night and day, 1 Tim. v. 5. which precepts seem plainly 
to suppose their prayers should sometimes be extended to 
a considerable length ; and therefore that he did not think 
that length was inconsistent with the injunction here de- 
livered by our Lord. But then positively (first) these 
words seem plainly to condemn prayers lengthened out 
upon this apprehension, that we shall be the sooner heard 
for our much speaking; because this is the very thing in 
which we are forbidden to be like the heathens ; and yet 
this seems to have been also the misapprehension of the 
Jewish doctors, when they lay down these rules,* That 
every one that multiplies prayer shall be heard, and that the 
prayer which is long shall not return empty. And (secondly) 
all that much speaking must bo vain, by which we hope 
with our fair speeches to incline, or by our arguments to 
move, or by pathetical entreaties to persuade, God to grant 
us our requests, whilst we continue in our sins, and so are 
indisposed to receive a gracious answer from him. And 
indeed, what is it to attempt to move him by arguments, 
but to think to move him by something he doth not know, 
or hath not considered already ? What is it to assay to 
incline him by fair speeches, and by importunity, but to 
look upon him rather as a man, that changeth without 
cause, than as an unchangeable God, who cannot vary from 
the just methods of his government, to gratify the importu- 
nity of his creatures 1 And yet experience shews, that when 
men have thus flattered and importuned God with their 
lips, they are apt to think, that he on this account will hear 
them, and that what is thus prevalent with men cannot be 
lost, when tendered to a gracious God. And (thirdly) the 
form and exemplar given us being so short and concise in 
its addresses, for the advancement of God's honour, and of 
his kingdom, and our obedience to bis will, for pardon of 
sin, and preservation from it; that we in it only request in 
general terms things of so vast importance, leaving the 
distinct matter, and manner, and measure, according to 
which they should be disposed, to the wisdom and good- 
ness of God; I say, this form seems to instruct us, that in 
our daily and customary addresses to God for the same 
blessings which we daily want, we should use words as 
comprehensive, general, and free from needless repetitions 
as we can, and then of necessity our prayers must be con- 
cise, and our words few, and well digested. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 8. Be not ye therefore like unto them, OlSe yap 
o irarTjp vjxwv wv xpemv \y^rt,for your Father knoweth what 

• Baxtorf. Flor, p. 281. 



things ye have need of before ye ask.] If this argument 
against speaking much be good, said some heretics* of 
old, why should we pray at all, seeing God knoweth all our 
- wants before we pray ? To this St. Jerome answers, that 
we do riot pray to declare our wants, but supplicate for the 
relief of them : and we may ask any thing of hinr, who doth 
already know we want it; and if we know he is kind, and 
ready to supply our wants, may therefore ask with greater 
confidence. Origenf answers, that he who knows all our 
needs before we ask, knows also that it becomes not him to 
give what they do want, who do not think it worth their 
while to ask what they do want, and he alone can give; be- 
cause by this neglect they do not own him as the donor of 
the things they want. But, though this may suffice to an- 
swer this objection of the heretics, for the due understand- 
ing of this text it may be necessary to add, (1.) that this 
being offered as a reason why we should not be like the 
heathens in speaking much in prayer to God, seems only to 
import we should not do it on the accounts on which they 
did it; viz. as questioning God's omniscience, and there- 
fore speaking thus to impart to him what he did not know, 
or to inculcate what he might not presently attend to, or 
suggest again what he had forgotten. For (1.) Cicero;}; 
himself denies God's omniscience, declaring, that he did 
not think that God himself could know things casual and 
fortuitous. (2.) They thought it not fit to allow of a 
God so curious as to attend all things, to take care of all 
things, or to think all things belonged to him.§ And they 
thought it as well impossible as insufferable in the God of 
the Christians, that he should diligently inspect the man- 
ners, actions, words, and secret thoughts, Of all men, and be 
every where present with them]\ Nor is it to be wondered 
that they should have such apprehensions of many of the 
gods they worshipped, when they had so many of them, 
their celestial, aerial, and terrestrial gods ; their profitable 
and hurtful, their universal and topical gods; their gods 
eternal by nature, and their gods born and made of mortal 
men; and made it the business not of the supreme God, but 
of their demons, genii, and heroes, to receive all our prayers, 
and return answers to them. But, 

(2.) By comparing these words with ver. 30. where we 
are forbidden to be anxious about what we shall eat, or 
drink, or wherewithal we shall be clothed, for after all these 
things do the gentiles seek; and your heavenly Father know- 
eth you have need of all these things: it maybe conjec- 
tured, that these words also do refer to the same matter, to 
wit, the heathens' solicitude about, and their continual 
teasing of the gods in long harangues for, these things. 



* "Si Dcna, anteqnam oramas, soitqaibas indigeamae, fnistrascienti loqaimar." 
Hieron. in locatn. Tij evv %fa avavifxtrtrBeti $l%nf nrS ttat wglv iuffy&s* itri^rayutvar 
wv ;^pn{fl/uiv. Orig. ffipl luj^ff. p. 15. 

t Ibid. p. 22. 

% " Mihi ne in Deem cadere videatar, at aciat qaid casa aat fnrtaito faturam ait." 
DeDivin. N. 12— 14. 

$ "Impoauistia cemcibas nostris sempiternnm Dnmina.n, qoem dies el nactes 
timeamus, qaia enim non timeat omnia proYidentem, el oogitantem, et animadverten- 
tem, et omnia ad so pertinere putantem, cario um el plenum negotii Deam." Cicero 
deNat. Dec ram, lib. i.n. 39. el Acad. qu. lib. ii. 11. 112. 

|| " Christian! Deem illam suam confingiint in omnium mnrea, actua, omnium Terba 
dentque, el occaltaa cogitationes diligenter inqnirere, disocrrentem acilioet, atque abi- 
qae proesentem molestam ilium yalunt, inqaietmn, impadenter etiam cariasaro, si- 
quidem adslat factis omnibus, locia omnibus interest, cam neo aingidia fnaemro 
potent per nniveraa districted neo ooiversis safficere, in singulis ocoapatus." C»oil. 
spud Minut, p.10. 
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This being in the opinion of the Greek fathers,* the batto- 
logy, and. much speaking here reproved in the heathens by 
our Lord, to wit, the being tints ardent in their desires after 
little and earthly things. And then this will be suitable 
both to the philosophy of Plato,f who commends the short 
prayer of the Lacedemonians, who were never heard to say 
more than this, to koXu lirl roig ayaOols Otovg SiSovcu, that the 
gods would give them things good and honourable ; which 
prayer, saith he, the oracle preferred before the long ad- 
dresses and pompous sacrifices of the Athenians, who 
quarrelled with the gods because they were not heard for 
their much speaking ; and adds, that temporal things were 
not positively to be asked, because no man knew whether 
he should uso*them ill or well, and so whether they would 
be good or hurtful to him; and to the opinion and practice 
of Socrates,! who prayed to the gods, saith Xenophon,^ 
turXwe ra ayaOa S(Sovo(, only to give him good things in the 
general, leaving the particulars to them who knew best 
what was good for him, and disapproved of them who 
prayed for gold, silver, and for government, as being things 
which might bo as well hurtful to, as good for them : and 
more suitable to the Christian theology, which allows us to 
ask these things only conditionally, with subordination to 
the Divine will, and if his wisdom sees they will be good 
for us ; and according to the ancients, not to pray for them 
at all, as knowing that as far as they are good, they shall 
be added to them, who seek first the kingdom of God and the 
righteousness thereof; to which purpose they often cite a pas- 
sage from this chapter, not at present to be found in it, viz. 
Ask great things, and little things shall be added unto you.\\ 

[*] Ver. 9. OvTweovvTrpoatvxzvOtviitLG, So therefore pray 
ye.] Here observe that the word ovtwq hinders not this 
from being a command to utter the same w r ords, as is ap- 
parent from these words of St. Luke, xi. 2. Wlien ye pray, 
say, Our Father; for the same word is used where a form of 
words is certainly prescribed : thus in the form prescribed 
for the Aaronical benedictions, ovtw? tiXoyiivere, so shall 
ye bless, saying the words following ; (Numb. vi. 23.) and 
when God put a word into the mouth of Balaam, which he 
should speak to Balak, God saith to him, oCrwc \a\{)<rei<:,so 
shalt thou speak, which is the same with ra Sc AaA//<r«c> 
these words thou shalt speak. (Numb, xxiii. 5. 16.) So in 
God's words directed to the prophets, oCrwc Xl-ya 6 Kvpiog, 
Thus saith theLord,lsa. viii. 11. xxviii. 1G. xxx. 15. xxxvii. 
33. xlii. 5. xliii. 1. 14. 16. Hi. 4. lxv. 8. lxvi. 1. is the same 
with rdSc \(yu 6 Kvpiop, Tliese things saith the Lord, Isa. 
xxx. 12. xxxvii. 21. Hi. 3. Ivii. 15. lxv. 13. lxvi. 12. and so 
in the other prophets. And had not Christ intended this, 
he would not have given his disciples a form of prayer, but 
the heads only of the things they were to pray for. Se- 
condly, The disciples request him to teach them so to pray, 
as John had taught his disciples. (Luke xi. 1.) Now it is 
highly probable that John taught his disciples to pray as 
the Jewish masters taught their scholars, by giving them a 
form called kaddishmagistrontm, from which they used not 

* B*TToX&y«;<r* yif xa rh rfcf Xi£ a to? iwtyytX/w juww ol J9nxo>, otii qavrae-laf fxtya- 
X« J^«rrif n lwov{ttttvt alrJifxArvr, vara* tfyrtr twt (TvfActTtxvv x*l tSJv ixtJc atairijAirot' 
tic Orig. rtfl ly?^;, P- *&• & Ba-rnXtynrin flJv, oJJ! juixfA ttlrnrier, ou)i iri jl iinytlxy 
vtxnvKTtcrv. Ibid. p. 25. Clirjsoslom. el Theopbjlact in loenra. 

t Alcib. 2. p. 458. B. C. $ Ibid. p. 453. § Memorab. lib. i. 571. 

| A*Ti«rfli, <$> n ^» T * /»*y«**» *» ^ fjuxfk vfitt *r{WTi5n<riT<«. Clem, Alex. Slrom. i. 
p. 316. B. Orig, vtft *vx?ic, p. 54. 



to vary. But though this be admitted, yctit is still disputed 
whether this form were only given by Christ to his disciples 
to be used whilst they were infirm and weak, and before the 
Holy Spirit fell down upon thorn, and was plentifully effused 
upon the church, or whether it were given as a standing 
form to be used by Christ's disciples, or by all Christians 
throughout all ages of the church, as by the practice of the 
church, at least from the third century, they seem to have 
conceived. Two reasons arc alleged to the contrary; viz. 

First, That though we read in tho Acts of the Apostles, 
of prayers made by the church, or, by particular members 
of U, yet we find not any intimation that they ever used 
this form of prayer. We read that they prayed (Acts i. 24.) 
that God would shew them whether Joseph or Matthias 
were to be chosen into the place of Judas; (Acts ii. 42.) 
that those w T ho were converted continued in the doctrine 
and fellowship of the apostles, and in breaking of bread 
and in prayers. (Acts iv.21. 30.) So we find the whole 
church praying that God would enable them to speak the 
word with boldness, and would stretch out his hand to heal, 
and to shew signs and wonders through the name of his holy 
child Jesus. (See vi. G. viii. 15. xii. 5. xiii. 3. xx. 30.) But 
in none of these places have we the least intimation that 
they qver used the Lord's prayer. In the martyrology of 
Polycarp is inserted a large prayer made by him after his 
condemnation, but it concludes not with this form, but with 
the usual form ofsome of our collects. 

Secondly, Because the second petition in this prayer 
being this, Thy kingdom came, they do not think it reason- 
able to continue a petition for that w T hich is come already ; 
God's kingdom being come, and erected from the time that 
our Saviour ascended into heaven, and sat down at the right 
hand of glory. To this latter argument I shall give a full 
answer when I come to that petition. 

To the first objection, an answer may be returned from 
a known rule, that a negative argument is of no validity ; 
indeed in matters of doctrine the argument is always good ; 
we read of no such doctrine in the Scriptures, therefore it 
neither is nor can be any article of faith, because we have 
no other rule of faith besides the Holy Scriptures ; but 
then in matters of practice this rule will not hold good, the 
sacred penmen being under an obligation to deliver the 
whole rule of faith, but under no obligation to give us a 
full history of all that the apostles did: we never read that 
the apostles prayed, or were baptized before our Lord's 
resurrection ; and shall we therefore say they never prayed, 
or that they refused the counsel of God, as did the phari- 
sees, in being not baptized of John? After our Lord's as- 
cension we never read that any of the apostles, save Paul 
and Peter, did baptize any ; we read not that they ever did 
receive the sacrament; we read not that half of them ever 
preached the gospel to any nations, — and shall we therefore 
say, they did none of these things? St. John informs us, 
. that there were many things whicli Jesus did, which werenot 
written, (xx. 30. xxi. 25.) What wonder, therefore, is it 
there should be many things which his apostles did, which 
are not written ? Secondly, Inmost of the texts cited from 
the Acts, we read not one word of the matter of their 
prayer, but only in general that they prayed, and so no 
semblance that they did not uso the Lord's prayer. In the 
first instance, the whole consists but of one verse, in the 
second, but of two. Now after every collect or short eja- 
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culation, no man thinks it necessary, or even proper, to add 
this prayer; but only that in some of our most solemn ad- 
dresses, public or private, we should use this prayer. For 
we are Christ's disciples as well as they to whom this 
prayer was given, and so must very fitly use that prayer 
4 which is the badge of a disciple of this Lord. The prayer 
itself is of all others the most excellent and comprehen- 
sive, and as plain as it is full ; it is so short that any man 
may learn it, so clear that all may understand it, so full as 
to comprehend all our wants, and so exact as to instruct 
us what we should be, as well as what we should ask, as 
being, saith Tertullian, " breviarium evangelii," an epi- 
tome of the gospel. It was composed by him who had the 
Spirit above measure, as a direction how and for what to 
pray, and so, as Cyprian says, we may hope, " ut facilius 
audiamur," to be more readily accepted by our heavenly Fa- 
ther, when we come to him with the words of his only Son. 
The learned farther do observe, that this prayer is taken 
out of the Jewish liturgies, in which we wholly find it, ex- 
cepting only these words, as we forgive them that have tres- 
passed against us : Our Father which art in heaven, is in 
their Seder Tephilloth, or form of prayers ; let thy great 
name be sanctified, and thy kingdom reign, in their form 
called Kaddish ; let thy memory be glorified in heaven above, 
and in earth beneath, in the Seder Tephilloth; forgive us our 
5i«5, in the sixth of their eighteen daily prayers ; deliver 
us not into the hand of temptations, and deliver us from the 
evil figment, in that and the book Musar: For thine is the 
power, and the kingdom, for ever and ever, is, saith Dru- 
sius, their usual doxology. And, as hence Grotius notes, 
how far this Lord of the church was from affecting novelty, 
or despising any thing because it was a form; so others do 
hence justify the doxology„ contained in the close of this 
prayer, which some think to be an addition of the Greek 
fathers, because it is wanting in the Latin, in St. Luke, 
and in many Greek copies. (See Exaznen Var. Lect. Millii, 
lib. ii. cap. 1. n. 2.) 

Note, lastly, that this prayer consists of three parts, a 
preface excellently fitted to prepare us for prayer, by filling 
our hearts with charity to our brother; who bears the same 
relation to our common Father, with reverence to him 
whose throne is in heaven, seated over all, and with faith 
and humble confidence in him, who being to us a Father, 
must be ready to do his children good, and being our hea- 
venly Father, must, looking down from heaven upon the 
children of men, see all our wants, and must be ablo 
to supply them. The Lord's throne is in heaven (saith 
the Psalmist) he doth whatsoever pleaseth him. Secondly, 
It consists of six petitions, the three first of which calls 
upon us to pray for the sanctification of his name, the ad- 
vancement of his kingdom, and the performance of his will, 
teaching us to make the glory of God, and the advancement 
of his Son's kingdom, the chief end of all our actions; and 
having first done his will, then expect provision and pro- 
tection from him, and preservation from all evil. Th'e 
three next respect, (1.) our daily sustenance, as being that 
without which we cannot be able to promote his glory, or 
to do his will : (2.) the remission of our past sins, that they 
may not obstruct his blessings, and preservation from them 
for the future, that we may not lose his favour: and, 
lastly, an agnizing the supreme dominion, the power fit to 
be ascribed to, and the glory due to God for ever. 



[ 8 ] IIATE'P i)}i£>vQiv ToTg ovpavoXg* Our Father which art 
in heaven.'] This being spoken to his disciples, who were 
Jews, and had no distinct notion of a Trinity, must be un- 
derstood in the usual notion of the Jews, who styled the 
God of Israel W3N our Father; and so must signify the 
first person in the blessed Trinity, they being not able to ap- 
prehend it otherwise. Moreover, our Lord stitf calls the 
God of Israel his heavenly Father, (Matt. vii. 21. x. 32, 33. 
xi.25. xii. 50. xv.13. xvi.17. xviii. 10.19. 35. Lukex. 22.) 
clearly distinguishing himself in person from that heavenly 
Father with whom in essence he was one. This phrase 
must therefore necessarily signify a distinct person from 
the Son, nor is it certain that it ever bears any other sense 
in the New Testament. 

Now God is called Father, first, by right of creation. 
he having made us, and not we ourselves, according to that 
question of Malachi, ii. 10. Have we not all one Father, 
hath not one God created us? On which account the Scrip- 
tures style him, the Father of our spirits. (Heb. xii. 9.) Se- 
condly, By right of providence and preservation, for he up- 
holds our souls in life, according to that question of God to 
his own people, Is he not thy Father which hath bought 
thee, hath he not made thee, and established thee? (Deut. 
xxxii. 6.) he being that one Father who is above all 
things by his power and essence, goes through all things 
by his providence, and is in allhy his presence. (Eph. iv. 
C.) Thirdly, By right of vocation and adoption, we being 
called to that faith in Christ, which constitutes us the sons 
of God; (John i. 12.) we being all the children of God, 
through faith in Christ Jesus, (Gal. iii. 2G.) and by the re- 
novation of the Holy Spirit, who enables us to cry, Abba, 
Father, (Rom. viii. 15.) and testifies to our spirits, that we 
are the sons of God; (ver. 16.) For as many as are led by the 
Spirit, they are the sons of God; {vex. 14.) in which sense he 
is styled the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named sons. (Eph. iii. 
14, 15.) The' angels, whoby the Jews are styled his family 
above, being oft called the sons of God, (Job i. 6. ii. 1. 
xxxviii. 7.) and good men, who are styled his family on 
earth, being made so by adoption. Yet, though this be the 
most excellent notion of a son, and in this sense especially 
God is the Father of the Christian; yet seeing, as the hea- 
thens have well noted, God is t( communis humani generis 
parens," the common Father of mankind; seeing he owned 
himself the Father of the whole nation of the Jews, and 
styled them all his sons, — the notion of a Father here must 
be extended to all the senses mentioned, or at the least to 
all to whom God is a Father, by calling them unto the 
faith ; since otherwise persons of tender consciences, who 
doubted of their.renovation in the Spirit, and of their right 
to claim the privileges of the adopted sons of God, could 
not recite this prayer in faith. And, also, (2.) then only 
could we pray for the regenerate in this form of prayer, and 
so it would be only an imperfect form ; we being bound in 
charity to pray for all men, that they may hallow his name, 
and do his will. 

Moreover, as this relation to God as our Father calls 
for our reverence of him, our fear to offend him, our zeal 
for his honour, (Mai. i. 6. 1 Pet. i. 17.) our obedience and 
likeness to our heavenly Father in purity and holiness, 
(1 Pet. i. 14, 15. Phil. ii. 15. 1 John iii. 2, 3.) and in love 
to all mankind, (Eph. v. 1.) even to them that are our ene- 
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mics, and despite/idly use us; (Matt. v. 44. 48.) and, last- 
ly, our patient submission to all Iris fatherly chastisements: 
(Hcb. xii. 9, 10.) so doth it naturally tend to cherish our 
faith, and raise our hope of speeding in our sincere, fer- 
vent, and reasonable addresses to the throne of grace ; our 
Lord having taught us to conclude, that if earthly parents, 
being evil, will give good things to their children, much more 
will our heavenly Father give good things to those that 
ask him. (Matt vii. 9, 10.) 

The word Our is joined to Father, saith St. Chrysostom,, 
"Iva Kofvov naripa ?x C(v StSax^^vrcc a$t\<j>tKrjv -rrpbg aXA//Aot>c 
StiKviHOfuv tt)v vbvoiav, That being taught, we have one com- 
mon Father, we may love as brethren, and pray for all the 
members of the church ; though this hinders not, but in our 
private devotions we may use the singular number, and de- 
sire the supply of our own particular wants, provided we 
also intercede for others as well as for ourselves ; so Da- 
vid, O Lord, thou art my God, &c. It is added, which art 
in heaven; not to signify that his essence is included there, 
for hefdls heaven and earth, (Jcr. xxiii. 24.) undoubtedly 
with the same presence, seeing he is not far from any of us ; 
(Acts xvii. 25. 27.) and whether wo go up to heaven or down 
to hades, or fly to the ends of the earth, wc can never fly 
from his presence: (Psal. exxxix. 7, 8.) and Solomon de- 
clares, That the heaven of heavens is not able to contain 
him. (I Kings viii. 27.) Vain therefore is the note of Wolt- 
zogenius here, that when God is said to be any where but 
in heaven, we arc to understand it, not of his essential pre- 
sence, but of his efficacy, operation, and omniscience; for, if 
the heavens cannot contain him, the earth must ; if he fill 
heaven and earth, why not with the same presence ? And 
seeing his power and essence is the same thing, and never 
can be separated, how can it be conceived that he should 
act where he is not? He is therefore said to be in heaven, 
because there is his glorious presence, where he dwells in 
light inaccessible: and by this phrase is signified, (1.) the 
high majesty and supreme excellency of God, and his do- 
minion over all creatures ; as in those words of Jehosha- 
phat, Art thou not God in heaven, andrulest not thou over 
all the kingdoms oftheheathen? And Psal. ciii.19.TAe Lord 
hath prepared his throne in heaven; his kingdom ruleth 
over all. And so we owe to him the highest reverence, 
(Ecclcs. v. 2.) and most exact obedience. (2.) His power, 
whereby he is'able to do for us above what we can ask or 
think: 2Chron.xx.6. Art not thou God in heaven? and 
in thy hand is there not power and might, so that none is 
able to withstand thee? Psal. cxv. 3, Our God is in hea- 
ven, he hath done whatsoever he pleased; and this engageth 
us to fear him above all, who is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell-fire. (3.) His omniscience, by which he 
sitteth in heaven, beholdeth all that is done upon the earth ; 
Psal. xi. 4. Tlie Lords throne is in heaven, his eyes be- 
hold, his eye-lids try the children of men: Psal. xxxiii. 13 
— 15. The Lord looketh down from heaven, he beholdeth 
all the sons of men ; he fashioneth their hearts alike ; he 
considereth all their works : and this should teach us sin- 
cerity, and a regard both to our words and thoughts at all 
times, but more especially in our addresses to him. Lastly, 
His infinite purity and holiness: Dcut. xxvi. 15. Look 
down from thy holy habitation from heaven, and bless thy 
people. Hence is he styled, the high and lofty One, who 
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; (Isa. Ivii. 15.) 



and this tcachcth us to be holy, for the Lord our God is 
holy. 

[ 9 ] 'AymaSZ/rw rb ovofia <roV Hallowed be thy name.'] 
Note, 

(1.) That by the name of God, we are to understand 
himself, considered not precisely as to his essence; for of 
that we may inquire with holy Job, Canst thou by wisdom 
find out God? But, as he is made known to us by his cre- 
ating all things, to be God over all, infinite in power; by the 
beauty and exact order in which he hath placed all things, 
and the wise ends for which he hath adapted them, to be a 
God of infinite wisdom and knowledge ; by the law of truth, 
equity, and righteousness, which he hath impressed upon 
our spirits, that he is a God of truth and righteousness ; by 
the purity and holiness of his precepts, that he is a God of 
purity; and by the rich provisions he hath made, both for 
the present arid the future happiness of man, that he is a 
God, rich in mercy and plenteous in goodness to the sons 
of men, and a true lover of souls. For, as in Scripture, to 
ovofia, the name of any one is often put for his person, 
(Acts i. 15. Rev. iii. 4. xi. 13.) or the glory and majesty of 
him that bears that name ; (Eph. i. 21. Phil. ii. 9, 10. Heb. 
i. 4.) so here the name of God signifies the Divine Ma- 
jesty, ot God himself, as he is made known unto us by his 
attributes ; in which sense, to call upon the name of God, 
or Christ, (Gen. iv. 26. 1 Kings xviii. 24. 2 Kings v. 11. 
Psal. cxvi. 17. Joelii. 32. Zeph. iii. 9.) to love the name of 
God, (Psal. lxix. 36. Isa. lvi. 6. Heb. vi. 10.) to blaspheme 
and profane his name, (James ii. 7. Rev. xiii. 6.) is to do 
this to God himself. 

Note, (2.) That to sanctify or halloio j when it is as- 
cribed to things capable of being changed to the better, 
signifies either to consecrate and set them apart from a pro- 
fane to a sacred use ; in which sense, the vessels of the 
sanctuary, set apart to God's Service, were hallowed ; and 
the priests and Lcvites, consecrated to God's service, are 
said to be sanctified; or else to be adorned with such in- 
ward habits and dispositions, as render them inwardly pure 
and holy ; and thus we are said to be sanctified through the 
Spirit in the inward man. Now the Divine Majesty being 
infinitely holy in himself, and exalted above all that we are 
able to conceive, cannot be hallowed or sanctified in either 
of these senses, but by analogy to them. He is then sanc- 
tified by us, when we do sepdrate him from, and in our con- 
ceptions do exalt him above, all other things, and when w r e 
do ascribe unto him the excellences of his Divine Majesty, 
and treat him suitably to them. According to that of St. 
Chrysostom, rb aytao-SZ/TW avrl rov So^aaS/jrw, hallowed, that 
is, glorified be thy name. Now, how this may most effec- 
tually be done, wc cannot better learn than from observing, 
how God himself acts for his glory, and the sanctification 
of his holy name ; now this he does by the discovery of 
those perfections which naturally tend to raise within us a 
fear and reverence and love of him, trust and affiance in 
him, and render us obedient to him, and in which it is our 
duty and our perfection to be as like to him as we can. 
And therefore (1.) God glorifies his name and sanctifies 
himself by the discovery of his mighty power, rendering him 
able to do exceedingly above what we can ask or think. So 
Psal. cvi. 7, 8. He saves them for his name's sake, that he 
might make his power to be known: and Isa. xliv. 23. The 
Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and in Israel doZaaSfiasrai wilt 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP, 



VI.] 



ON THE GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW. 



87 



he be glorified. (2.) By rendering his judgments conspicuous 
against presumptuous sinners, and those whose hearts are 
hardened from his fear ; according to that saying of Solo- 
mon Jarchi on Numb. xx. 23. The holy blessed God sanc- 
tifies himself before his creatures, by the exercise of his judg- 
ments on them. Thus, saith he, Exod. xiv. 4. 17. 'Ev§o£a<r- 
Sfaofxai, I will get me glory upon Pharaoh, and all his host; 
i. e. I will shew my power and justice in their destruction. 
And when God had broke forth upon Nadab and Abihu, 
for offering strange fire,Ttfoses saith, This is that which the 
Lord had pronounced, I will be sanctified in those that come 
nigh me; and before all the people I will be glorified, Lev. 
x. 3.<see also Isa. v. 16. Ezek. xxviii. 22. xxxviii. 23. 
(3.) By rendering conspicuous his truth and faithfulness to 
his promises ; as when the Psalmist saith, Psal. cxxxviii. 
2. 1 will praise thy name, for thy loving-kindness and truth ; 
for thou hast magnified thy truth above all thy name : i. e. 
thou hast been chiefly glorious in the punctual performance 
of thy promises : sec Jer. xiv. 22. (4.) By shewing the 
riches of his grace, mercy, and goodness, to the sons of 
men : so when God had declared to Moses, that he was a 
Godmerciful and gracious, long-suffering, abundant in good- 
ness, andforgiving iniquity, (Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7.) he is said 
to make his goodness pass before him } and to shew him his 
glory. (Exod. xxxiii. 22. xxxiv. 5, 6.) Only it ought to be 
observed from the fathers,* That the great end of all God's 
glorious works and dispensations, in which these excel- 
lences are displayed, cannot be this, That he may be ad- 
mired and applauded by his creatures. It is vain to think, 
the all-wise God can be concerned, whether such blind 
creatures as we are approve or disapprove of his proceed- 
ings, or that he really can suffer any diminution of his glory 
by our dislike, or is advanced in honour by our approba- 
tion of his dispensations. We detract from his majesty if 
we conceive that he is tickled with applause, or aims at re- 
putation from us, in any of his glorious actions ; that there- 
fore such as we should think well of him, can be no farther 
his concern, than as these apprehensions may engage ns to 
that affection and obedience to and imitation of him, which 
tends to the promotion of our happiness. 

God therefore in discovering the Divine perfections, must 
be supposed to design as well the benefit and happiness of 
man as the advancement of his honour. Thus, when he dis- 
covers all those attributes which represent him good and 
merciful, kind and obliging to the sons of men, he doth it 
„ with design,and in a manner proper, to lay the highest ob- 
ligations on us to returns of love and gratitude, and to en- 
gage us to that imitation of his goodness and mercy to our 
fellow-creatures, which renders us the children of our hea- 
venly Father. (Matt. v. 45.) When he gives signal demon- 
strations of his almighty power and his great wisdom, he 
designs by this to teach us, that he is able to foresee and to 
divert the evils which may at any time befal us, and to con- 
fer the greatest blessings on his servants, that so he may 
encourage us to trust in him at all times, to repair to him in 
the time of need, and serve him faithfully, in expectation of 
his favour and protection. When he manifests himself to 
be a God of truth and faithfulness, one who will punctually 
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perform his promises, and execute his threats upon us, he 
doth this chiefly to affright us from those sins which make 
it necessary for him to be severe upon us, and to provoke 
us to the performance of those duties to which he hath an- 
nexed the greatest blessings. When he informs us, that 
his holiness and justice cannot permit the wicked.to escape 
his judgments, or any upright soul to want the tokens of 
his love or the reward of his sincere obedience ; his great 
design in all this is, that sin, which is the rise of all our 
miseries, may be avoided, and holiness, which is the true 
advancement and best accomplishment of human nature, 
may be more earnestly pursued by us : so that God's acting 
for his glory is also acting for the good of his most noble 
creatures; it is only recommending himself to their good- 
liking and affection, that so he may the more effectually 
advance their happiness. Hence therefore we may learn, 

1. That we sanctify or glorify God with our mouths, 
when we declare and do acknowledge these his excel- 
lences; when we offer up our prayers and praises to him 
as the author of every good and perfect gift, ascribing all 
the good we do receive or hope for to him alone, and tell 
of all his wondrous works. 

2. We sanctify him in our hearts, when we conceive 
aright of him, as a God infinite in all these excellences, 
and consequently have such impressions on our spirits as. 
cause us truly to. fear and reverence him, to believe all his 
revelations, trust in his promises, behave ourselves before 
him with all sincerity of heart, and uprightly design the 
promotion of his glory. 

3. We sanctify him in our lives and actions, when the 
consideration of these Divine excellences engage us to 
obedience to his holy will, and to act suitably in all our 
dealings to our belief of them; when we shew forth his 
imitable perfections in our lives, (1 Pet.ii. 12.) by our. sin- 
cere endeavour to resemble him in them ; when we £re 

fruitful in all those works of righteousness, which are, through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God; (Phil. i. 11;)** 
andiet our works so shine before men, that they seeing them, 
may glorify our Father which is in heaven. 

When then we say, Hallowed be thy name, we pray, That 
all men may so speak, so think of the Divine Majesty, and 
so deport themselves towards him, that he may be thus 
glorified in their words, hearts, and actions ; and that all 
worship of idols and devils may wholly be abolished ; and 
that this honour, as it is due, so may it be ascribed to him 
alone. 

. [ 10 ] Ver. 10. J E\Qhu> fi fiamXda <rov' Thy kingdom come.] 
This cannot be understood of that general kingdom, by 
which God ruleth over all the world, that being always 
come, and capable of no amplification, and so we cannot 
wish rationally, in any sense, that it may come. And it 
seems probable, that it is not primarily and directly to be 
understood of the kingdom of glory in the heavens; wc 
praying, this kingdom may come to us, that we may do his 
will on earth. But, considering that this phrase in the 
prayer, as well as in the language of the Jews, respects the 
kingdom of the Messiah, which they then thought should 
immediately appear, (Luke xix. 11.) and which they were 
then expecting, (Mark xv. 43.) and were waiting for, (Luke 
ii. 38.) and which they daily prayed for in those words,* 

• Sec Vitringa de Svnag. Vet. lib. iii. p. 2. cap. 8. p. 962. 
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Let him make his kingdom reigu, let his redemption flourish, 
and let his Messiah come and deliver his people : (2.) that 
this is chiefly the import of the kingdom of God, when 
our Lord in the gospels speaks of it to the Jews, as 
is shewed, note on Matt. iii. 2. [*] and, (3.) that this 
prayer was composed for the use of Christ's disciples, 
when this kingdom of God was approaching; and both 
the Baptist, our Lord, and his disciples, began to say unto 
the Jews, Repent ye, for the kingdom of God is at hand; — I 
think our Saviour, in the direct and immediate sense of 
these words, instructs them out of zeal to God's honour, 
and that his name may be hallowed, and his will bo done on 
earth, to pray, That his gospel might be generally enter- 
tained by men with due faith and obedience ; that all might 
own and worship God in truth, receive his son Jesus Christ 
as their king and saviour, and humbly submit to his laws ; 
or, in the words of the Jews, H osanna to the ivord of David, 
(Matt. xxi. 9.) Blessed and prosperous be the kingdom ivhich 
cometh in the name of the Lord. (Luke xix. 38.) And con- 
sequently, that it may reign in the hearts of all who do pro- 
fess to own it, disposing them to an entire subjection to and 
ready compliance with its precepts, and working in them 
those fruits of righteousness, and peace, and joy, in the Holy 
Ghost, in which this kingdom does especially consist. 
(Rom. xiv.17.) This being the kingdom of God intended, 
when it is said, ver. 33. Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and the righteousness thereof; we therefore in this peti- 
tion, by parity of reason, are to pray, That all men may 
become subjects to the kingdom of God erected by Christ; 
that the knowledge of the Christian faith may come to all 
natlons'ythvit the kingdoms of this world may be the kingdoms 
of our Lord Christ, (Apoc. xi. 15.) all kings and nations, 
people and languages, doing him service: (Psal. lxxii. 11. 
Dan. vii. 14. 27.) that his kingdom may be advanced by 
the coming in of the Jetvs, and by the fulness of the gentiles ; 
that the Christian religion may obtain every where, as well 
in reality as profession; the minds of all men being sub- 
dued to the obedience of faith, and they shewing forth the 
virtues of it in their lives. 

[ n ] Ttvrfifoto ™ S&rjfia <rov, wg Iv ovpavy, koI zn\ rfc yfjc* 
77iy will be done, as in heaven soon earth.} Note here, 

First, That we pray not here that God may do his own 
will and pleasure ; for he will always do whatsoever he 
pleaseth in heaven and on earth: (Eccles. viii. 3.) and, who 
hath resisted his will? (Rom. ix. 19.) Whether therefore 
we pray thus or not, he will do all his pleasure, (Isa. 
xlvi. 10.) and so it is needless to call upon him so to do. 
Nor, 

Secondly, Do I think we here desire his providence may 
be done upon us; and that we may cheerfully submit to it; 
though in this consists tho life of Christian patience, and * 
self -resignation ; for we here pray to do Gods will on 
earth, as it is done in heaven, where there is perfect hap- 
piness, endless and necessary bliss, and therefore no occa- 
sion or possibility of submitting in adverse providences to 
the will of God. * Nor, 

Thirdly, Do we here pray we may on earth be equal to 
the blessed angels, in the perfection, readiness, and alacrity 
of our obedience; it being not in the power of imperfect 
creatures to do God perfect service ; or of them who have 
in them flesh still lusting against the Spirit, tho world still 
soliciting, Satan jstill tempting, and the corruptible body 



pressing down the soul, to pay continually that ready, 
cheerful, and complete homage, which blessed spirits, freed 
from all these imperfections, conflicts, and temptations, 
yield : and therefore, such obedience which it is impos- 
sible for us to pay, must also be unreasonable for us to 
desire. It is almost needless to add, 
, Fourthly, That we pray not here, that God would ne- 
cessitate or inwardly compel us to do his will; for this is 
not to pray, his will may be done by us, but by him in us, 
nor could wo then desire not to be led into temptation: but 
notwithstanding, by desiring his will may thus be done by 
us, we consequentially must desire all that grace and that 
assistance of his Holy Spirit, which is, on God's part requi- 
site to enable us thus to do his will. Now of these angels 
in heaven, w r e read, 

First, That they stand continually before the face of God r 
(Matt.xviii.lO.)as being always ready to receive, and pre- 
pared to execute, his holy will : hence are they represented 
as having wings^ and flying swiftly with them whither he is 
pleased to send them, to shew the readiness and alacrity 
with which they do his pleasure. 

Secondly, That they are styled ministers of his to do his 
pleasure, obeying his commandments, and hearkening to the 
words of Ids mouth. (Psal. ciii.. 20, 21.) This therefore 
seems to be the import of this prayer, That with as much 
readiness, alacrity, perfection, as the imperfection of hu- 
man nature will admit of, we may yield obedience to his 
holy will, and imitate the blessed angels in a sincere com- 
pliance with it, without hesitation or renitency ; and that 
in order to this end he would vouchsafe us those Divine 
assistances which may enlighten our understandings, rightly 
to discern what is the good, and acceptable, and perfect will 
of God, and powerfully incline our wills, and strengthen all 
our executive faculties, to such a cheerful, ready, constant, 
and sincere obedience to it. . 

[ w ] Ver. 11. T6v aprov tJjuwv rov hriovatov Soc yfitv vrifitpoV) 
Luke xi. 3. to ko$' rjulpav Give us this day (or, day by day) 
our daily bread.] Here let it be observed, 

First, That under the name of bread, is doubtless com- 
prehended all that is necessary for sustaining human 
nature, and so, meat, drink, and clothing : these things, 
saith Christ, your heavenly Father knoweth to be needful 
for you; (ver. 32.) and these things he hath promised to 
those who seek first the kingdom of God, and the righteous- 
ness thereof, (ver. 33.) and therefore will undoubtedly pro- 
vide them. Having this food and raiment, the apostle 
enjoins us to be content. (1 Tim. vi. 8.) And thereby he 
defineth, saith Theophylact, what is sufficiency; with this 
food, Jacob terminates his wishes; for he desires only, that 
God would give him food to eat, and raiment to put ou. 
(Gen. xxviii. 20.) And Agur only asks, that God would 
order for him ra Siovra, kcu to. avrapKtj, what he wanted, and 
tvould snflice. (Prov. xxx. 8.) Moreover, seeing the reason 
of asking thus our daily bread, is the necessity of it for 
sustaining human life, it follows that all other things must 
be comprised in that word, which are as needful to sustain 
it; to wit, that money, health to labour, and that blessing 
on our labours and our callings, which arc necessary to pro- 
cure this food and raiment; and that habitation, or house, 
which is necessary to preserve us from the injuries of the 
weather; and that seasonable weather which may enable 
us to reap the fruits of the earth, and so preserve us from 
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perishing by dearth ox famine; it also, doubtless, must com- 
prise those things which are not only necessary for the sus- 
taining of ourselves, but of our family; for seeing charity 
requires us to ask these things, as well for others as our- 
selves, it more especially requires us to desire them for 
them to whom we are so intimately related, and for whom 
we are required to provide them. All these things seem to 
be necessaries contained under the name of bread, or food 
and raiment ; and with a sufficiency of these to sustain life 
commodiously, we must rest contented. But yet, I doubt 
not, that many other things may be comprised under this 
head, provided we do only ask them with submission to the 
Divine wisdom, and if he sees them needful and convenient 
for us, submitting our concerns about them to his provi- 
dence. Thus, v. g. 

First, Under the name of bread, maybe comprised all 
those things which Providence hath given and designed 
for the nourishment of man; flesh, fish, fowl, wine, oil, 
milk, honey, the fruits of the earth, corn, roots, herbs, and 
of the trees that grow upon it; for all these things hath 
God created, to be received with thanksgiving. (lTim.iv.3.) 
He hath given all these things to man to eat. (Gen. i. 29. 
ix. 2, 3.) He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and 
herbs for the use of man, that he may bring forth food out 
of the earth, and wine that maketh glad the heart of man, 
and oil to make his face to shine, and bread to strengthen 
man's heart. (Psal. civ. 14, 15.) And this is the import of 
the word bread, when Abraham said, (Gen. xviii. 5.) I will 
fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort your hearts; for he 
brought with it butter and milk, and the calf that he had 
dressed, and set it before them, (ver. 8.) Thus Joseph 
saith, Set on bread, (Gen, xliii. 31.) when they sleiv cattle, 
(ver. 1G.) and had messes of meat, and store of good wine, 
(ver. 34. see 1 Sam. ix. 7. 1 Kings xxi. 7.) And, in like 
manner, under the name of raiment, may we understand all 
those things which nature hath provided for no other use 
we know of, but to clothe and adorn us, flax, wool, hair, 
silk; and which, by using to these ends, wc only use unto 
those purposes to which they were designed by the God of 
nature. And, 

Secondly, That we may have food and raiment in this 
sense, we must have all things necessary to this end; some 
having flocks of sheep, some herds of cattle, somcemployed 
in husbandry, some in gardening, some in dressing vine- 
yards and oliveyards, some in clothing, some in other 
trades, which provide instruments necessary for these em- 
ployments; and if all these things are sanctified to us by 
prayer and thanksgiving, then may we ask God's blessing 
on our honest labours to procure them, and tender our 
thanksgivings to him for his blessings on these labours to 
that end. Note, 

Thirdly, That the bread we are bid to ask is styled, 6 
lirtoiatoQ, that is, either the bread of the day present, or com- 
ing on: as when the wise man advises us not to say, avptov 
$*Ww, I will give to-morrow, when we can at present do it, 
(Prov. iii. 28.) and not to boast of to-morrow, (Prov. xxvii. 
1.) because we know not, rl HZerai y imovaa, what a day will 
bring forth, or what will be on the morrow. So Chrysos- 
tom and Origcn, tov aprov tov tmovaiov, rovriari rov 1<$>{\uzqqv* 
And St. Jerome confesses, that some expound it, " dc pne- 
senti eibo," of food at present, because, say Thcophylact 
and others, we are forbidden to be solicitous for the morrow: 

vol. v. 



so also is the phrase interpreted by Phavorinus,* Suidas, 
and St. Chrysostom. Others interpret it the bread, rov 
ImovTog -)(p6vov, of the time to come, or of that future life 
God shall please to afford us, which seems best to comport 
with St. Luke, saying, Give us to KaO* nuipav, day by day, 
or after day, our daily bread; and so avuepov may also sig- 
nify, as DDY> doth, Psal. xiii. 3. " de die in d\em,"from day 
to day; and so the sense will be, Lord, give us day by day, 
that which shall be sufficient for the remainder of our lives: 
both senses are good, and may be joined together, though 
I incline most to the first. 

They who render this with the Vulgar, panem super- 
substantialem, as they do not consider that it is in no 
sense, aprog Iwiovatog daily bread, but vwzpovmog; more than 
we need for sustentation; so neither (2.) that this sense 
of the words relating to sacramental bread, obliges all 
Christians to receive the sacrament daily: (3.) that this 
sacrament was not then instituted, nor did the apostles 
for whom this prayer was made know any thing of it : and, 
lastly, that our petitions for spiritual bread are fullycon- 
tained in the foregoing precepts. Note, 

Fourthly, That the rich, as well as thejpoor, have need 
to put up this petition, not only by reason of the mutability 
of their affairs, and the uncertainty of those enjoyments, 
.which may be quickly taken from them, but also from the 
insufficiency of their abundance to feed and nourish them 
without God's blessing on it, which they are therefore daily 
to implore; we therefore are from this petition taught, 

First, How moderate our appetites should be towards 
these outward things, both as to quality and quantity, we 
being here directed to ask rpo$i\v, ov rpifajv, bread or food, 
not delicious fare; our necessary food, not superfluities; 
our daily food, not full barns, or treasures to lay up for 
many years; a moderate provision to be dealt to us as wc 
need it. 

Secondly, By directing us daily to apply ourselves to 
God for 'these things, we are taught to own our continual 
dependance on him for our being; that we owe all we have 
or can expect, not to our industry or wisdom, to the sup- 
port of friends, or our own stock, but purely to the con- 
duet and blessing of his good providence; esteeming his 
providence our best estate, his bounty our surest treasure, 
his fatherly care our only certain and comfortable support: 
and therefore praying, that from the riches of his goodness, 
he would continually afford us what he sees needful for us, 
and give his blessing both upon our labours to procure it, 
and on our food to afford nourishment and strength unto u$. 

[ l3 ] Ver. 12. Kal a(j>eg nuTv to. 6(j>ti\rifiaTa rifiwv, (rag auap- 
riag y]u(l)v, Luke xi. 4.) tog koL rifieig a(f>UfiEv rolg 6(f>ei\lTaig fjuwv 
(Luke, Kai yap avTol a<j>hfiiv iravrt 6<pti\ovTiriu'iv t ) And forgive 
us our trespasses (sins), as (for) we forgive (every one of) 
them who trespass against us.] Here note' that this petition 
supposcth these several things, viz. 

First, That we, who put up this petition, are sinners, 
and want God's mercy in the pardon of our offences 
against him. For seeing Christ requires all his disciples 
thus to pray daily, he must exclude himself out of that 
number, who says, be wants not this forgiveness. Hence 
Solomon informs us, there is no man that'sinneth not; 
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(1 Kings viii. 4G.) none who can truly say, I have made my 
heart clean, I am pure from sin; (Pro v. xx. 9.) and that 
there is not a just man upon earth, who doeth good and sin* 
nethnot. (Ecclcs. vii. 20.) And holy Job inquires, What is 
man that he should be clean, or he that is born of a woman 
that he should be righteous? (Job xv. 14. xxv. 4.) The 
prayer of the Psalmist is, Enter not thou into judgment 
with thy servant, O Lord: for in thy sight shall no nxan living 
be justified. (Psal. cxliii. 2.) St. Jaiues saith, that in many 
things we offend all; (James iii. 2.) and St. John, that if we 
say xve have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us: (1 Johni. 8. 10.) by all which Scriptures it is evi- 
dent against the Pelagians and the Cathari, that this re- 
mission of sins is necessary not for a few only, but for all 
Christ's disciples, that they are not only humbly but also 
truly to confess tbey are sinners, and that if they deny it, 
they lie, and the truth is not in them. 

Secondly, This prayer supposes also that these our sins, 
should God deal with us according to the merit of them, 
must render us obnoxious to his just displeasure, and that 
we therefore want the pardon of them. For seeing every 
sin is a transgression of God's holy law, it must render us 
guilty, till by an act of grace we havo obtained the remis- 
sion of it. And, 

Thirdly, It supposeth that we are humbly to confess our 
sins to God, for he that begs pardon must be supposed to 
own his ofFence. And in requesting pardon for our sins, we 
confess ourselves to be sinners, and to need God's mercy. 
This petition also teachcth us, 

First, To lay the foundation of our devotions in humility; 
and when we are addressing to God for spiritual or temporal 
blessings, to acknowledge our own unworthiness to receive 
them, that so we may more magnify his goodness, in affording 
them to those who are less than the least of any of his mercies. 

Secondly, This being the first spiritual petition we 
make for ourselves, it shews how much we are concerned 
to obtain it; our happiness depending wholly on the fa- 
vour of God, and our misery on his displeasure. And 
that being obnoxious to his wrath by our omissions of 
what he hath enjoined, and our commission of what he 
hath forbidden, we are first and especially concerned to 
obtain the pardon of our sins, and get him reconciled to 
us, especially if we consider that any iniquity unpardoned 
will obstruct the efficacy of our petitions for other things, 
and turn his face and his ear from us that he will not hear. 

Thirdly, The condition annexed to our petitions, in that 
clause, as we forgive, "or the reason of it in those words, 
for ire forgive, shews us how necessary it is, that we may 
speed in this petition, that we come to pray with a heart 
full of charity and good-will to all men, and free from any 
•grudge, ill-will, any rancour or regret against our brother, 
according to that counsel of our Lord, When ye stand 
praying, forgive, if ye have any thing against another, that 
your heavenly Father may forgive your trespasses; (Mark 
xi. 25.) seeing our own forgiveness depends upon this dis- 
position, nor shall we be forgiven without it, (ver. 14, 15.) 
Tea, we come to God with a lie in our mouths, when we 
say to hrm, forgive, for we forgive others their trespasses, 
and pray that xve may not be pardo'ned, when we say, for- 
give us, as we forgive others their trespasses, if we do not 
from the heart forgive them. What this forgiveness on our 
part doth require, sec note on ver. 14, 15. 



["] Ver. 13. Kai /i?} uatvlyicyQ r\ixaq tiq Trttpatrnbv, And lead 
us not into temptation.] Temptations being of two kinds, 
first, such as are sent for trial of our faith and constancy, 
or the improvement of our graces, and the example and 
encouragement of others; and that Christ speaks not pri- 
marily of these, interpreters conclude, (1.) -because they, 
by the wisdom'of Christ, are made the portion of all Christ- 
ians, who are to take up their cross and follow hiin, and 
must through many tribulations enter into the kingdom of 
God ; (Acts xiv. 22.) they are appointed to them, (1 Thess. 
iii. 3.) and if they will live godly they must suffer per- 
secutions: 2 Tim. iii. 12. (2.) Because these trials are 
sometimes necessary for us, wc falling into them only d 
Siov i(TTt, if need be, (1 Pet. i. G.) and are sent for salutary 
ends by God ; viz. to make us partakers of his holiness, 
and to work in us the comfortable fruits of righteousness, 
(Heb.xii. 10,11.) and render us conformed to our head, 
(Rom. viii. 29.) and so are represented as the gifts of God : 
(Phil. i. 28.) and it seems not reasonable that Christ should 
advise us to pray against those things which are so needful 
for, and salutary to, us. (3.) Because we are bid to count 
it all joy when we fall into these tribulations, (James i. 2.) 
are said to be blessed and happy when we do endure 
them for the sake of Christ, (ver. 12. 1 Pet. iv. 14.) and 
believers rejoiced in them. (Rom. v. 5.) We are therefore 
only to pray against them, when they fall so heavy on us, 
as to be strong inducements to make shipwreck of faith and 
a good conscience, as in the case of the Thessalonians, to 
whom the apostle sends to know their faith, lest the tempter 
should have tempted them, and made his labour vain among 
them; (1 Thess. iii. 5.) in which case, as' they are called 
Katpol TTtipaonov, times of temptation to fall away, (Luke 
vii. 13.) &pa tov mtpaafiov, the hour of temptation, which 
was to come upon the earth, from falling by which, Christ 
promisethto keep the church of Philadelphia, (Rev. iii. 
10.) niptomc TTphg 'nupaaphv, the fiewj trial, (1 Pet. iv. 12.) 
which made so many of the Jews fall off from the faith : 
so in this sense our Saviour suffering himself to be tempt- 
ed, that he might succour us when we are tempted, (Heb. 
ii. 18.) doubtless we may pray that God would not suffer 
us to be tempted above what we are able, but would 
with the temptation make a way for us to escape, that we 
may be able to bear it, (1 Cor. x. 13.) that he w f ould so 
strengthen our faith, and so assist us by his Holy Spirit, 
that we may be able to repel all these fiery darts of Satan, 
(Eph. vi. 1G.) and may stand in the evil day, (ver. 13.) and 
that he would either keep us from, or preserve us from 
falling in, this hour of temptation ; for the Epistles are full 
of such prayers made by the apostles for the churches, or 
with directions thus to pray; and this is only praying that 
we may not enter into temptation, or may be delivered, 
when under it, from evil. Secondly, Temptations are such 
as lead to sin, and such are the temptations of Satan, sug- 
gesting evil things unto, or raising evil motions in us ; or 
of our fleshly lusts, by which we are drawn away, and en- 
ticed to covet that which is forbidden. (James i. 14.) And 
these are the temptations which we are here especially 
directed to pray against, the other sort being so only to be 
prayed against as they fall in with these, as being strong 
temptations to sin. For he, who had taught us in the pre- 
cedent words to pray/or the jiardon of our past sins, may 
rationally be thought here to direct us to pray, that we 
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may be preserved from them for the future. And this may 
also be concluded from the following clause, but (when 
we are thus in danger of it) deliver us from evil; as we 
shall see in the interpretation of those words. And in this 
sense the word -nupaaphQ, temptation, occurs in Christ's 
exhortation to his disciples to watch and pray, lest they 
enter tic wipae/ibv into temptation; (Matt xxvi. 41.) when 
St. Paul bids the spiritual man restore those that are over- 
taken with a fault, in the spirit of meekness, considering 
himself lest he also be tempted, (Gal. vi. 1.) when he saith, 
they thativill be rich fall into temptation, dg nupaviibv, and 
a snare. (1 Tin*, vi. 9.) 

Now.by praying we may not enter into these temptations, 
we cannot rationally be supposed to pray that we may 
not be obnoxious to any solicitations or temptations to 
sin ; for whilst we carry flesh about us, this flesh will lust 
against the Spirit ; (Gal. v. 17.) and the wholelife of Christ- 
ians is a continual warfare and conflict against Satan and 
spiritual wickednesses, (Eph. vi. 12.) against the flesh, (1 Pet. 
ii. 11.) and against the allurements of that world, in which 
we do converse ; and therefore, to pray absolutely to be 
freed from these temptations, is to desire to be freed from 
the common lot and condition of all Christians. 

Yet, because there be sometimes cases in w T hich we are 
more than ordinarily solicited to sin, as Joseph was by the 
daily importunity of his mistress; either by Satan's more 
impetuous assaults, as when our Saviour being hungry 
w r as tempted by the devil to make experiment whether he 
tvas the Son of God, by commanding stones to be made 
bread; or by some circumstances and allurements of the 
flesh; or of the world concurring with our inward lustings, 
as when the young man is tempted by the harlot to lust, 
or the indigent by his companions to theft or robbery; and 
in these cases we, by reason of our frailty and proneness 
to these vices, lie under great temptations to offend, and 
to be overcome by that zhnpiaraTog ajiapria, sin which 
doth too easily beset us: in all these cases we are especially 
to pray we may not enter into temptation, this being only to 
desire we may not be obnoxious to the continual peril of 
offending, and to the fierce assaults of a temptation. Note, 

Thirdly, That to be led, or enter into temptation, in the 
Scripture sense, is to be drawn by the allurements of a 
temptation to commit iniquity. In this sense Christ ad- 
viseth his disciples to pray, not that they might not fall 
into times of temptation, for they were then come ; not 
that Satan might not vex or tempt them to evil, for this he 
told them they were to expect; but that they might not 
fall into temptation, i. e. they might not be overpowered 
by the incursion of it ; in which sense the apostle saith to 
the spiritual man, restore thy brother in the spirit of meek- 
ness, considering thyself lest thou also be tempted; (Gal. 
vi. 1.) i. e. lest thou also fall by a temptation (see the note 
there): and to his Thessalonians, I sent to know your faith 
lest the tempter should have tempted tjou, and my labour 
be in vain. (See the note there.) And if we do consider 
that this petition, in the Jewish phrase, runs thus, bring 
us not into the hand, or power, of temptation, we shall be 
easily induced to believe, this is the primary import of 
these words, though they may also secondarily request, 
that the providence of God would not subject us to those 
circumstances, which lay us under a great peril of offend- 
ing; or whenhe doth think fit to do so, that he would not 



deny us strength sufficients repel the violence of those 
assaults. 

Fourthly, That we may understand in what sense it is 
fit to pray, that God would not lead us into temptations of 
this kind, we must know, 

1. That God cannot be supposed to lead* any man 
into temptation .to sin, either by infusing any evil prin- 
ciple into his heart, or by inclining, exciting, or enticing, 
any man to sin, or by laying upon any man a necessity to 
commit it, (see note on 2 Thess. ii. 11.) seeing in all these 
eases he Avould be certainly the author of it, as much as 
Satan and our own concupiscence can be supposed so to 
be ; and we in vain should ask of him, not to be led into 
temptation, who is disposed to do those things which will 
infallibly subject us to it. And hence St.. James speaks 
thus unto us, Let no man say, when he is tempted, I am 
temptedof God; for God cannot be tempted ivith evil, neither 
tempteth he any man. (James i. 13.) God therefore can be 
only said, to lead us into temptation upon such accounts 
as these. (1.) That he is pleased to remove those re- 
straints which he had laid on Satan, and to, let loose his 
chains, so that he may freely assault and try his strength 
upon us ; for it is carefully to be observed, for our comfort, 
that Satan cannot tempt us at his pleasure, but only when 
and so far as God shall be pleased to permit him ; as is 
apparent in the case of Job, whom Satan could not touch 
without permission from God; and the example of the 
apostles, whom Satan first begged leave to xvinnoiv, be- 
fore he could assault them. (Luke xxii. 31.) And surely he 
who durst not enter into the swine till leave was given him 
by Christ, can much less fall on his disciples without leave. 
And when God in his wisdom seeth fit to grant it, he him- 
self is said to do what he permitted Satan to effect. So 
when he permitted Satan, by his ministers, to destroy the 
substance and the children of Job, Job said, God gave, 
and God hath taken away. (Job i. 21.) And God himself 
speaks thus to Satan, Thou movedst me to afflict him ivith- 
out cause, (ii. 3.) So in the case of David numbering the 
people, Satan rose up against David, and moved him to 
number the people. (1 Chron. xxi. 1.) Yet because God 
permitted him to do it, it is said, 2 Sam. xxiv. 1. that 
the fury of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he 
movedDavid to say, Go number the people. The coming of 
antichrist is said to be, ivith the operation of Satan, in all 
power, and signs, and lying wonders^ with all deceivable- 
ness of iniquity to them that perish. (2 Thess. ii. 9, 10.) But 
because he doth this by God's permission, towards thera 
who received not the truth in the love of it, that they might 
be saved, but had pleasure in unrighteousness ; therefore it 
is said, that God sent them strong delusions to believe a lie: 
(vcr. 11, 12.) because God did not only permit this, but 
did so for the punishment of their infidelity and impiety ; 
so God designing the destruction of a wicked Ahab, per- 
mitteth Satan to be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his 
prophets, and saith to him, Thou shalt deceive him and 
shalt prevail, go forth and do so, (1 Kings xxii. 20. 22.) 
giving him full permission so to do. (2.) That he is 
pleased to withdraw that grace, which hath in vain been 
given, and take those talents from us, which hath been 
hidden in a napkin: according to that rule of God's pro- 
ceedings, To him that hath (i. e. improveth what he hath) 
shall (more) be given ; but from him that hath not (i. e. 

N2 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



02 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



„ [chap. VI. 



who by not using it, as if ho had not), shall be taken 
away that which he hath. (Matt. xiii. 12. xxv. 29.) Hero 
therefore note, (I.) that we are not sufficient for ourselves, 
without Divine assistance, to repel and overcome the 
temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and to 
yield constant and sincere obedience to the will of God: 
for were this so, why should we be daily asking that of 
God, which he already hath put into our own hands? 
This hath been owned even by the wisest of the heathens,* 
that there tvas never a good man without a Divine aid; 
and that the imperfection of the human nature requires 
this aid, to regulate our passions, and conquer the diffi- 
culties of n virtuous life. And this is fully evident from 
all those places in Scripture, in which it is ascribed to 
God alone to be able to keep its from falling, (Jude 24.) 
to be able to stablish us, (Rom. xvi. 25.) Karaprhai to con- 
firm ns in evenj good work to do his will, working in us 
what is good and acceptable in his sight, (Heb. xiii. 21.) 
.and to work in us both to will and to do of his good plea- 
sure: (Phil. ii. 13.) and from those places, which require 
us to pray that we enter not into temptation, (Matt. xxvi. 
41.) that we may be able to stand against the assaults 
of Satan, (Eph. vi. 11.) that we may have wisdom to direct 
*us how to bear them, (James i. 5.) and that we may keep 
ourselves in the love of God. (Jude 20, 21.) For these 
things evidently shew God's grace preventing us is neces- 
sary to make us truly willing, and his assisting grace to 
make us able to perform our duty ; and that we are not 
able to bear up against and overcome these temptations 
without the Divine aid. (2.) Observe that this aid is not 
to be expected without diligent seeking it by fervent prayer, 
and knocking for it with daily importunity: (Matt. vii. 7. 
Luke xviii. 1.) nor will it be continued to us without our 
diligent endeavours to make some due improvement of it; 
it rather is to be supposed that he, who doth not rightly 
ask it, shall not have it, and that from the slothful and 
-unprofitable servant it should be wholly withdrawn. And 
then, (3.) from the withdrawing of that which is so ne- 
cessary to preserve us from falling by temptations, and to 
enable us for the performance of our duty, it certainly will 
follow that we shall fall by them, and shall neglect our 
duty. Now because God denies or withdraws his grace, 
by way of punishment of our iniquity in resisting, or neg- 
lect in asking it, or sloth in not improving it when granted 
to us, he may on this account be said to lead us into tempt- 
ations, although he doth not otherwise concur unto it, than 
by withdrawing or not affording his abused grace to per- 
sons so neglectful, and therefore so unworthy of it ; be- 
cause by giving us thus up into the hand or power of the 
temptation, we shall as certainly fall by it, as if he him- 
self led us into it. Thus, because when the gentiles knew 
God, they did not glorify him as God, but fell into all 
manner of idolatry, God also gave them up to nnclcanness, 
through the lusts of their own hearts: (Rom. i." 24.) he 
gave them up to vile affections: (ver. 26.) he gave them up 
to a reprobate mind, (ver. 28.) as a physician gives up his 

♦ E? ykf xjp tfttMi, ffn «rj» at o-*$n rt k*1 ydmrai oTor Ji7, I? mavrn Kara<rraa-ti 
*roXmi*T, e««I /uo7paj *Jt3 e-Ze-mi. Plato de Rcpob.Hb. vi.p. 677, C. Vide Epin. 1014. 

"Mullos et nostra Civitis el Grcrcia lolilsingolares Viros, quorum nemioera nisi 
juvaute I>eo talein fuis*o credendora rsl. Nemo igiliir Vir magnus sine aliqoo 
afflatu Divino nnqnam foil." Cic. do Nat. Deor. lib. ii. ad finem. Vid. Arrian in 
EpicUib. iii. cap. 21. p. 306. Max.Tjrr. diss. J?, p. 218. 



patient to do what he will, when he finds he will not. fol- 
low his prescriptions. (See the note there.) So, though 
Ahithophel gave Absalom that wicked counsel, of going 
into his father's wives, and his own wicked heart inclined 
him 'to commit that incest; (2 Sam. xvi. 21,22.) yet, be- 
cause God permitted Satan to inject this counsel into the 
heart of Ahithophel, and gave up Absalom to his own 
heart's lus£ and did all this for the punishment of David's 
murder and adultery; he by his prophet saith, I will raise, 
up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will give 
thy wives to thy neighbour, and he shall lie tvith them: I 
toill do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun. 
(2 Sam. xii. 11, 12.) And, lastly, because the Jews shut 
their eyes against the gospel, and seeing xcould not see, and 
hearing ivouldnot understand, (Matt. xiii. 14,15.) the gospel 
was spoken to them in parables, (ver. 13.) and afterward 
taken from them, and God is said to have given them a 
spirit of slumber, Rom. xi. 8. (See the note there.) 

And, thirdly, God is sometimes said to do this, by leav- 
ing them under those circumstances, or by his providence 
placing them in a condition, which he foresees will, through 
the wicked inclinations of their own hearts, render them 
subject to temptations, and prone to yield to them, or fall 
by them. Thus was he pleased to send his prophet to 
anoint Hazael king of Syria; (1 Kings xix. 15.) though 
he knew the evil he would do to the children of Israel, by 
slaying their young men with' the sword, dashing their chil- 
dren in pieces, and ripping up their women with child, when 
he was once advanced to that station : (2 Kings viii. 12, 13.) 
because he was permitted to do this for the punishment of 
the sins of Israel. And because by the flight of David 
and the conspiracy of Absalom, occasion was given to 
Shimei to curse David without fear of punishment, the 
king speaks thus, Let him curse, because the Lord hath said 
unto him, Curse David; (2 Sam. xvi. 11.) i e. he by his pro- 
vidence hath given him an opportunity of venting thus his 
malice without fear of punishment. Thus God is said to 
have turned the hearts of the Egyptians to hate his people: 
(Psal. cv. 25.) not by infusing hatred into their hearts, but 
by increasing his people continually, and making them 
stronger than their enenties,\y^x. 24.) Thus Jeremiah saith, 
Ah, Lord God! surely thou hast greatly deceived this people; 
(Jer. iv. 10.) i. e. as the Chaldee paraphrast well interprets 
it, by suffering the false prophets to say to them, Peace, 
peace, when there was no peace, ( vi. 14. xxiii. 17. ) And 
the church speaks thus to God, WHiy hast thou caused us 
to err from the icay, and hardened our hearts from thy 
fear? (Isa. lxiii. 17.) though he had only concurred to this, 
by withdrawing the Spirit, against whom they had rebelled; 
(ver. 10.) by withholding those blessings and tokens of his 
favour, by which they were encouraged to fear him ; (ver. 
12. 15.) and by subjecting them to the power of their ene- 
mies, whose service made them alien from his fear, (ver. 
17, 18.) So, lastly, is he said to lay a stumbling-block in 
the way of the righteous, departing from his righteousness, 
and committing iniquity/, (Ezek. iii. 20.) when he doth not 
recall him by his chastisements, but leaves him to his own 
heart's lusts, and to the temptations of Satan and his evil 
companions. 

So then the import of this petition is to this effect; Suffer 
us not, O Lord, either by the assaults of Satan, or the sub- 
traction of thy grace, or by putting us, for the punishment 
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of our sins, into those circumstances, which may prove 
snares and stumbling-blocks unto us, to be led into and 
overcome by the power of temptation; but be thou pleased 
to afford us always such a measure of thy grace, as may 
keep us from falling by temptations; or if we fall into 
temptations, may so support us under them, that we be 
not foiled by them ; or if we slide, may be erected quick- 
ly by thy power, and stand more firmly for the future. 

[ 15 ] \AAXu pxxjai 7]fmg curb tow ttovtj/oov, But deliver as from 
evil.] The temptations we desire not to be led into, being 
temptations to sin, the evil from which we here request to 
be delivered, must be either that of sin, or Satan, the great 
tempter to it ; if by 6 7rovr?poc, we understand withTertullian, 
Origen, and Chrysostom, the devil, who is a malicious, 
subtle, powerful, and diligent tempter, and therefore one 
against whose assaults, that we may stand firm, we arc to 
pray always with all prayer, and ivatch thereunto with all 
perseverance: or our own evil concupiscence, vicious in- 
clinations, and distempers of mind, by which we are en- 
ticed and drawn into sin; this very properly is added to the 
former clause, as the most sovereign expedient to preserve 
us from being led into temptation, and so we may well 
pray, that, in order to that end, God would graciously pre- 
serve us from those evil frames of heart, and dispositions 
of spirit, which render us so prone to yield to a temptation, 
and from the violent assaults of Satan, who, being once let 
loose upon us, will not fail to hurry us unto sin. 

[ l6 ] "On gov lartv rj ($a<rt\zia, koI rj Svvaju/c *ai V ^6^a,for thine 
is the kingdom, the power, and the glory.*] It must be owned 
that this clause is not in St. Luke, nor in many copies of 
St. Matthew, yet are there sufficient reasons to receive it 
as part of the Lord's prayer, as being in the Syriac version, 
and owned in the Greek liturgies, and being in most an- 
cient copies, and a familiar doxology of the Jews; and, 
lastly, because it is vary unlikely the holy fathers of the 
Greek church should presume to add their own inventions 
to a form of our Lord's own composing; but it is proba- 
ble that our Lord, delivering this form twice upon different 
occasions, might add this clause at the first time, and leave 
it out at the second, and that the Latin copies, which are 
full of errors, might leave it out in both, lest the evangelists 
should seem to differ in a matter so considerable. But of 
this, sec more in Examcn Millii, lib. ii. cap. 1. n. 2. Now the 
import of this clause seems to be this, We pray thy king- 
dom may come, and that thy name may be hallowed, and 
thy will he done.by all men, for thine is the kingdom, and 
' all men arc concerned to honour thee, and to obey thy holy 
laws; we pray for temporal blessings to be derived from 
thee, for the pardon of our past sins, and preservation from 
them for the future, for thine is the power thus to provide 
for and protect us, and thou alone canst pardon our of- 
fences; we pray for all these, for/by thus hallowing thee, 
owning thy kingdom and doing thy will ; by thus pardon- 
ing* providing for us, and protecting us, thine will be the 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

[n] Ver.14. 'Eav yap a^fjrc, &c. For if y on for give men their ' 
trespasses.] Note here, that God promiseth in these words 
remission of sins, to him that forgiveth others; not that this 
virtue can alone obtain favour with God, where other Christ- 
ian duties arc neglected : for though negative precepts are 
absolute, and he th&t forgiveth not, shall never be forgiven, 
yet affirmative premises admit this limitation, si ccetera sint 



paria, if no other condition of salvation shall be wanting. 
So, v. g. He that heareth not (the gospel revealed to him)* 
shall be damned, is absolutely true; but he that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved, is only true, if he perform 
the condition "of his baptismal covenant, when he is in 
capacity to do so. Or, (2.) this promise is made to him 
who from his heart forgives his brother, because he who 
doth thus forgive the offences of his brother, in obedience 
to God's commands, and from a sincere desire to obtain 
forgiveness of God, will by the same motives be induced 
to do whatever else is necessary to obtain favour and ac- 
ceptance with him. Now to this true remission it is requisite, 

First, That our minds be fully freed from all desires of 
revenge, or of returning evil to our brother, according to 
that admonition of St. Paul, (Rom. xii. 19.) Avenge not 
yourselves,- bat rather give. place to wrath: for God hath 
said, Vengeance is mine; and I will repay it. See to it, that 
none render evil for evil. (1 Thess. v. 15. 1 Pet. iii.-9.) 
This being to* do that ourselves, which it belongs to God 
to do. And hence it follows, that we must not. desire God 
to revenge.our quarrels, seeing this shews a mind desirous 
to be avenged of our brother. . 

Secondly, That we do not rejoice in any evil that befals 
our brother, according to that admonition of Solomon, Re- 
joice not zyhen thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be 
glad when hestumbleth. (Prov. xxiv. 17.) 

Thirdly, That we do not so retain the evil done, unto us 
in our memory, as to reproach him for it; or upbraid him 
with it, this being an indication that we have not from the 
heart forgiven him. Thus the Jews say, that he who being 
desired by one to do that for him,' which he refused to do 
to him, answers, I will not deal with thee as thou hast dealt 
withme;he, thongh he lends what is desired, doth not for give. 

Fourthly, That we be still inclined to shew kindness to, 
and be still ready to help and do him good; for what the law 
required the Jew to do to the beast of his enemy, (Exod. 
xxiii. 4, 5.) the gospel doth assuredly require the Christian 
to do to his enemy; and if we by consideration of the in- 
jury done to us be restrained from helping him, we have 
not from the heart forgiven him. 

• And so far we must go in our forgiveness of all persons 
at all times, even though they do not ask forgiveness. 
AVhcn this is done sincerely, then, 

Fifthly, We arc to admit our offending brother into 
friendship and familiarity again ; for if we from the heart 
forgive him, our heart must be towards him as formerly it 
was. Moreover, this remission must be, 

First, Without delay, before the sun goes down, saith the 
apostle, before we go to our devotions ; for when you pray 
(saith Christ) forgive: (Mark xi.15.) seeing wc pray to God 
for forgiveness at present, and if we do not thus forgive, 
wc cannot say forgive as as we forgive. - 

Secondly, It must be an entire forgiveness of all, even 
the most heinous crimes; for this the example of the ten 
thousand talents forgiven by our Lord requires. (Matt.xviii. 
24.) And otherwise, when we pray to be forgiven asiue 
ourselves forgive, we pray that our greatest crimes may not 
be forgiven.' 

.: Thirdly, This, forgiveness must be extended to our 
brother, though he doth frequently offend ; (Luke xvii. 3.) 
for we pray daily to God for the remission of our daily sins. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 1G— 18. "Orav. & vrj<mvrn-e, firj ytvwSre Sxnrt? oi 
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v7roKpiral, but when ye fast, be not as the hypocrites.'] i.e. 
Do nothing which may signify you fast to gain applause 
from men. (Sec the discourse of fasting; appendix the 
third at the end of this Gospel). 

[**] Vcr. 19. Mi) SnoavplZzTf- ifitv Ot}<ravpovQ Int tTjq ytjg, &C. 
Imij not vpfor yourselves treasures upon earth, but lay up 
treasures in the heavens.] These and the following words 
to the end of this chapter, contain an excellent dissuasive 
from an inordinate affection to, and from an anxious soli- 
citude about, the good things of this present life; taken, 

First, From the consideration of the nature of them, they 
being fading, and subject to casualty, (vcr. 19.) 

Secondly, From the mischiefs of them, when our hearts 
arc set upon them, and our minds are anxious about them. 
For, (1.) they take off our hearts from those true, spiritual, 
and lasting blessings, ver. 20, 21. which we should pri- 
marily and chiefly prosecute, ver. 33. (2.) They corrupt 
all our actions, and turn them into deeds of darkness, ver. 
22, 23. (3.) They rival God, and take off our affections 
from him, ver. 24. (4.) They shew great want of faith, and 
trust in God, ver. 30. (5.) They add to the evils of this 
present life, ver. 34. discruciating the mind with cares, 
which are, (1.) fnutless, ver. 27. (2.) needless, seeing our 
heavenly Father knows our wants, ver. 32. And he who is 
so liberal in making provision for the grass of the field, and 
for the fowls of the air, will not be wanting in his provi- 
sions for the necessities of his children, ver. 26. 28 — 30. 
And, (3.) they are heathenish, for after all these things do 
the gentiles seek, ver. 32. 

Note, also, that by the word treasure we arc not to. un- 
derstand every thing which we lay up for the future, pro- 
vided we be ready, when the glory of God, or the duties of 
charity,* requireus to part with it, for merchandize and hus- 
bandry cannot be carried on without something laid up in 
store ; but that is in the forbidden sense our treasure, which 
we chiefly prize, delight in, and set our heart upon ; as we 
may gather from those words, For where your treasure is, 
there will your hearts be also; (ver. 21.) and which we do 
chiefly spend our time and study to pursue and prosecute, 
with the neglect or to the hazard of our heavenly treasure, 
as appears from the opposition here : that which we seek 
first, (ver. 33.) and are concerned for, though we be not rich 
towards God. (Luke xii. 21.) 

[2°] Ver. 22. *Eav ovv 6 o^OaXjuo'c aou aTrXouc, &c. If thy 
eye be single, thy whole body will be full of light; lav §1 6 
d<p$a\fxoQ <rov 7rovr)poc, &c but if thine eye be evil, thy whole 
body will be dark.] That by the single eye, the liberal per- 
son, by the evil eye, the covetous man, is intended, appears, 
(1.) from the connexion of the words : for the preceding 
words are a dissuasive from laying up treasures on the 
earth; the following from the love of riches: and therefore 
the intermediate words most probably relate to the same 
thing. (2.) From the like use of the phrase, both in the sacred 
writers and among the Jews, who say proverbially, lie that 
gives a boon, let him do it with a good eye, i. c. freely and 
liberally; and, give thy first-fndts lv ayaSr^ d^aXfx^, with 
a goodeye: (Ecclus. xxxv. 10.) so ^vxn an\Tj, is the liberal 
soul, (Prov. xi. 25.) and to give cnrXwQ and lv a7r\6rj)Tt, is to 
give liberally. (James i. 5. Rom. xii. 8. 2 Cor. viii. 2. ix. 
11. 13.) And, on the contrary, o^aXfibg 7rovr>p&c, the evil 
eye, is the covetous eye that envies others any share of its 
good things. So Prov. xxviii. 22. He that hasteth to be rich 



is a man XV IH of an evil eye; and xxiii. G. Eat not the 
bread of him that hath an evil eye for the evil eye, tySakfibs 
7rovr)poQ, is envious for his bread, and he is a ?iiggard at his 
table; (Ecclus. xi v. lO.Tob. iv. 1G.) Give alms of thine abund- 
ance, and let not thine eye be envious when thou givest alms; 
and Matt. xx. 16. o^SoA/lcJc gov ttovvooq, is thine eye evil, be- 
cause I am good? So that the import of these words is this ; 
As the eye gives light to the body to lead it safely in the 
way, so the eye or mind free from covctousness, and ready 
to relievo the wants of Christ's needy members, will be a 
light to the Christian to lead him in the way of life ; where- 
as, covetousness being the root of all evil, he that hath this 
evil eye, must be led by it into evil, and walk in darkness, 
aud in that way which leads to utter darkness ; for the 
friendship of this world is enmity to God, (James iv. 4.) 
and he that loveth this world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. (1 John ii. 15.) Now our affections are inordi- 
nately set upon the things of this world, 

First, When we are not contented with those things that 
we at present do enjoy, though w r e have what is necessary, 
to wit,/ood and raiment : (1 Tim. vi. 8, 9.) for' this man is 6 
BovXojutvoc ttXovtuv, one that cannot be contented withmtt 
being rich. (See note on Heb. xiii. 5.) 

Secondly, When being not satisfied with things need- 
ful, w r c are solicitous for superfluities, Luke xii. 15. (See 
the note there.) 

Thirdly, When we cannot freely give of our superfluities, 
when the necessities of Christ's members do require our 
charity; but we do this grudgingly and sparingly; and our 
charity is extorted from us by shame or importunity, and 
comes not liberally] and freely from our hands, for then it 
is imparted wq Ik icXiov^iag, as of covetousness, and not of 
good-will, 2 Cor. ix. 5. (Sec the note there.) 

[ 31 ] Ver. 24. OvS&q Svvcltcu dvdl kvqioiq SovXtvttv, No man 
can serve two masters.] Here is an excellent rule, by which 
we may infallibly discern what we do prevalently love in 
any case, even that which we cleave to, with neglect of that 
which stands in competition with it. And hence it follows, 
that we love mammon more than God, (1.) when we pur- 
sue it by unlawful or forbidden means ; by a lie, as Ziba 
and Gehazi, by fraud, oppression, theft, violence, or by 
false testimony ; for in all these cases we despise God's au- 
thority to obtain mammon. (2.) When our labour and con- 
cernment for these temporals, do cause us to neglect or be 
remiss in the performance of our duty to God, then arc we 
afxtXijoavTiQ, despisers, and neglecters of his invitation, out 
of regard to our fields, our yoke of oxen, or our married wife. 
(Matt. xxii. 5.) And, (3.) when we cannot part with them 
for God's sake, but choose rather to make shipwreck of a 
goodconscience,tcnd quit our interest in spiritual than in tem- 
poral blessings ; for then we certainly cleave to them more 
than God, and him we do comparatively despise. 

I/ 2 ] Vcr. 25. M>) inpifivaTz ry i/a>xy. Take no thought for 
your life : Vcr. 34. Mrj ju£()<juv//a>/r£ ug rfjv avptov* Take ye no 
thought for the morrow.] Wo are not to imagine that Christ 
doth here forbid our provident care and diligence in pro- 
viding, by our honest labours, things necessary for this 
present life, or even all care of improving ourselves, or 
getting wealth by this means ; for God hath commanded us 
to labour with our hands, both for provisions for ourselves 
and others. (Eph.iv. 28.) This also is the reward God 
hath promised to the diligent hand, that it shall make us 
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rich ; and these enjoyments are useful, not only for the of- 
fices of charity, but also for the flourishing estate of king- 
doms and commonwealths; and therefore cannot absolutely 
be forbidden. Nor can we reasonably think Christ here 
forbids all provident concernment for the future, i. e. not 
only for the morrow, but the next month or year ; all lay- 
ing up provisions of corn, wine, oil, money, which econo- 
mical wisdom doth require, and prudence in all govern- 
ments instructs men to do. The solicitude therefore about 
these things forbidden here, is, (1.) a solicitude arising from 
a want of faith, or a surmise, that Divine Goodness may be 
wanting to us ia things bis wisdom seeth needful for us, 
ver. 30. (2.) A regard to these things more than spirituals, 
and with a comparative neglect of them, you cannot serve 
God and mammon; $ta tovto, and for this cause, I say unto 
you, Take no thought, &,c. (3.) Such a solicitude for these 
things as makes us anxious, rends and afflicts our hearts 
with fears lest we should want them, as may be gathered 
not only from the import of the word ptptfivav, but from the 
reason assigned of this precept, Sufficient for the day is the 
evil thereof ; i.e. the cares and troubles which necessarily 
attend each day. 

And, lastly, let it be noted, that though generally speak- 
ing it be true that the gentiles, tX-rrtSa firj tx ovT *c> having no 
certain hope of future blessings, sought thus after these 
things : yet some of their philosophers have used the same 
arguments against this solicitude, declaring, 

First, That a philosopher and servant of God ought not 
to be solicitous for these things, StSoacwc prj ov <rx°V r po<}>aQ 
avptov, as fearing he might want food to-morrow. (Arrian, 
lib. iii. cap. 9. p. 109. cap. 36. p. 348.) 

Secondly, That a good man ought to believe God will 
provide things necessary for him ; for, saith Epictetus in 
Arrian, p. 350. QofiuTig avrjp ayttSoc firj \'nrb)aiv ai>T$ rptfycu; 
Doth any good man fear he may want food ? Will he, who 
i$ not wanting to the blind and lame, be wanting to good 
men? Doth God so neglect his servants and his witnesses of 
his care and providence? 

Thirdly, They add, that this fear renders us worse than 
brutes, wv tKaarbv avrb ahrty aptcovfitvov ovrt rpo^ijc clttoqu rijc 
olKttag, which are content with their portion, and want no- 
thing necessary for preservation of their lives. (Lib. iii. cap. 
9. p. 108. seeExamen Millii here.) 



CHAP. VII, 

1. [ J ] JUDGE not (severely, and without charity and 
mercy), that ye be not judged (accordingly, James ii. 13.) 

2. For with what judgment ye judge (men), ye shall be 
judged (of God); and with what measuro ye mete (to 
them), it shall be measured to you again. 

3. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy bro- 
ther's eye (i. e. his lesser failings), but considerest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye (i. e. thy own greater 
crimes) ? 

4. Or how wilt thou say to thy brother (without shame 
and self condemnation). Let me pull out the mote put of 
thine eye ; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 

5. Thou hypocrite, first east out the beam out of lliine 
own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother's eye (i. e. reform first thy own 



greater sins, and then thou wilt be better fitted to reprehend 
the failings of others. 

6. But then, that being thus fitted to correct the vices of 
others, you may not labour in vain, or run into hazards 
without cause,) [ 2 ] Give not that which is holy unto dogs, 
neither east you your pearls before swine, lest they tram- 
ple them under their feet, and turn again and rend you 
(i. e. continue not to preach the gospel to those whom you 
find refractory,' and pertinaciously confirmed in their infideli- 
ty, and so addicted to their evil habits, that they will rather 
revile and persecute you on that account than hearken to you. 

7. And that ye may never want what is necessary to the 
performance of your duty as Christians or apostles,) [ 3 ] Ask 
(in faith), and it shall be given you ; seek (diligently), and 
ye shall find; knock (perseveringly ), and it shall be opened 
unto you : 

8. For every one that asketh (duly) receiveth ; and he 
that (thus) seeketh; findeth ; and to him that knoeketh 
(thus), it shall be opened. 

9. ( And of this you may be assured from the kindness of 
earthly parents, for) [ 4 ] What man is there of you, whom, 
if his son ask bread (of him), will he give him a stone ? 

10. Or ifihe ask a fish, will he give him a serpent (i. e. 
will he give him what is unprofitable for or hurtful toliim) ? 

11. If ye then, (though) being evil, know how (and are 
inclined) to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in heaven give good 
things to them that (duly) ask him ? 

12. (And as I have thus taught you how to obtain ivhat 
you would have God to do for you, so do I now teachyouthe 
best way to obtain what yon ivould reasonably desire of 
men :) [ 5 ] Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them : for (in) this 
(rule) is (comprised the substance of) the law and the 
prophets. 

13. Enter [ e J ye in at the strait gate, ( that leadeth unto 
life, ver. 14.) for wide is the gate, and broad is the way,' 
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go 
in thereat (with ease; but there is great need of industry, 
and much striving to get into the other); 

14. Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 

15. ( And that you may not be led out of it,) [ T ] Beware 
of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing 
(as the old prophets did), but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. 

16. Ye shall know them by their fruits, (for) do men 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? (Surely, no.) 

17. Even so (it is not to be expected that ye should re- 
ceive gbodfrom such persons ; for ) every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit. 

18. [ 8 ] A good tree (whilst it continues so) cannot bring 
forth evil fruit ; neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit. 

19. (And yet it is of great importance that your fruit 
should be good; for) every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit, is hewn down, and cast into the fire (the jmnish- 
ment reserved for such false prophets and evil workers). 

20. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them (whom 
I thus bid you beware of, for) 

21. [ 9 ] Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord 
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(or calls himself one of my prophets or disciples), shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he (only) who docth 
the will of my Fatter which is in heaven, (and thus will 
it appear to be in the great day; for) 

22. [ 10 ] Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works ? 

23. And then will I profess unto them, I never knew 
you ; (i. e. never approved of you as my disciples, therefore) 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

24. [»] "Therefore whosoever hearelh these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
who built his house upon a rock: 

25. And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon a rock (so also will the obedient 
person stand firm in the day of trial). 

26. And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them not, shall be likened to a foolish man, who 
built his house upon the sand : 

27. And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and 
great was the fall of it (L e. so will it be tvithhim who lives 
not suitably to my doctrine)* 

28. And it came to pass, w T hen Jesus had ended these 
sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: 

29. For he taught them [ 12 ] as one that had authority 
(from God to teach them), and not as the scribes (who 
only taught them what were the traditions and expositions 
of their fathers). 



ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VII. 

[*] Ver. 1; MH X Kplvtre, hafxfj Kpi^Tt. Judge not, that ye be 
not judged.] Here note, 

First, That Christ cannot reasonably be supposed in 
these words to forbid the magistrate to sit in judgment on 
the criminal, or to condemn notorious offenders, since by 
his own authority it is that kings do reign, and princes 
decree judgment. They are* the ministers of God, or- 
dained for the execution of his wrath upon the evil-doer, 
and the defence, encouragement, and reward of well-de- 
serving subjects, which office they can never execute, 
unless they have authority to judge, who are the persons 
that do good or evil, and to pass sentence on them accord- 
ing to their actions. Moreover, we are obliged to pray for 
magistrates, that under them we may live peaceable and 
quiet lives; which, in effect, is to desire that they may 
judge, restrain, condemn, and punish the factious and pro- 
fane, seditious and ungodly person. (Sec Prov. viii. 15. 
Rom. xiii. 4. 1 Tim. ii. 2.) That, therefore, cannot be 
forbidden here, which is the duty* and design of magis- 
tracy, and which all Christians are obliged to pray for. 

Secondly, It cannot reasonably be thought, that Christ 
doth here forbid church governors to judge, condemn, and 
pass the censures of the church upon notorious and scan- 
dalous ofTenders, because he hath himself enjoined the 
execution of her censures upon those, who will not hear 
the church when she requires them to repent of, and satisfy 
their Christian brother for, any trespass done against him. 



(Matt, xviii. 17.) He hath committed to them an autho- 
rity to bind and loose, retain or to remit offences, as upon ' 
due examination of the fact they shall find cause to do so ; 
(Matt. xvi. 19.) which office doth suppose a power to 
judge not only who offend, but what offenders may deserve 
to be condemned, and to proceed according to their judg- 
ment in those matters. St. Paul himself doth in the ge- 
neral declare, That it belongeth to the church to judge of 
them, who are within the pale of her communion; that he 
himself had judged the incestuous person, and that it was - 
the duty of the church to put out or exclude from her com- 
munion that wicked person. (1 Cor. v. 3. 12. 15.) And to 
deny the rulers of the church this power, is wholly to dis- 
solve her discipline, to lay upon her a necessity of giving 
holy things to dogs, which their great Pastor here forbids, 
and render her unable to remove the precious from the 
vile, which they, who are God's mouth unto the people, are 
obliged to do. (Jer. xv. 19.) - 

Thirdly, Christ doth not here forbid the Christian to pass 
a judgment on the manifest or notorious actions of his Christ- 
ian brother, seeing he doth enjoin such duties as cannot be 
performed without this judgment ; v. g. he enjoins him to re- 
prove his brother, and not to suffer sin upon 7u»z;(Lev.xix. 
17.) to have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ne$s, t but reprove them; (Eph.v. 11.) to withdraw himself 
from every brother that walks disorderly, and not according 
to the traditions received from the apostles; (2Thess. iii. 6.) 
to mark them who caused divisions and offences, contrary to 
the doctrines they had received from than, and avoid them; 
(Rom. xvi. 17.) to turn away from them, who, though they 
had the form, denied the power of godliness ; (2 Tim. iii. 5.) 
not to communicate with him, who, being called a brother, is 
a fornicator, or idolater, or a drunkard. (1 Cor. v. 11.) 
Now it is impossible that any Christian should perform 
these duties, who does not judge who walks disorderly, 
who commits deeds of darkness, who is a fornicator or 
idolater, who make divisions, and the like; and, therefore, 
to forbid this judging, is consequently to forbid the practice 
of these Christian duties. But, positively, 

First, The Teason of the prohibition shews, that judging 
and condemning others 'must be here forbidden, which will 
render us obnoxious to judgment and condemnation from 
God ; now such is all rash and uncharitable judgment, and 
all the judgment we pass upon our brother, without suffi- 
cient ground; viz. (1.) that judgment which we pass upon 
his person, state, or actions, when we have no right or au- 
thority to do so, by virtue of our office, or that relation 
which we bear unto him, or the discharge of any duty, 
which Christianity doth call for at our hands ; for such a 
one doth meddle with a matter which belongs not to him, 
and doth usurp the office of him who is his proper judge, 
and therefore must offend. To this effect is that inquiry, 
Rom. xiv. 4. Wlio art thou who jndgest another man's ser- 
vant, when thou hast no commission from his Lord to 
do so? (2.) Such is that judgment or censure which we 
pass upon another without sufficient evidence — as, when wc 
judge that action evil, which may, for any thing we know 
to the contrary, be good ; that action done upon corrupt 
and evil principles, which perhaps was well intended, and 
free from any ill design ; or, when we judge that person 
hypocritical and obstinate, who perhaps only sins through 
weakness and infirmity, or want of better information. 
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This rule I gather from those words of the apostle, (1 Cor. 
iv. 5.) Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who 
will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will 
make manifest the secrets of the heart; what therefore is not 
manifest, as the hypocrisy or obstinacy of our brother, in 
many circumstances cannot be ; what doth depend upon 
his inward thoughts, as the intentions of our brother do, 
when they are not revealed by his words, is by this rule to 
be reserved to God's judgment, and we, by passing our ver- 
dict in such cases, must be too forward, and guilty of rash 
judgment. Such (3.) is that judgment which doth aggra- 
vate the actions of our brother beyond their just demerit, 
or passeth a more heavy censure on him than he hath de- 
served; for so far is our judgment false, and without 
ground, as it exceeds the nature and the demerit of the 
fact. 

Secondly, our Lord here plainly seemeth to forbid that 
judgment of our brother, which is void of charity and 
mercy, and which is not consistent with the forgiveness of 
him. This may be fairly gathered from the connexion of 
the words, for the preceding words are these, (Lukevi. 36.) 
Be ye merciful as your heavenly Father is merciful; the 
following words run thus, Forgive, and ye shall be for- 
given; (ver. 37.) and also from that saying of St. James, 
(ii. 13.) He shall have judgment without mercy, whoskeweth 
no mercy* 

Thirdly, That judging must be here condemned which 
begets in us a contempt of others, and makes us to despise 
and vilify them, as may be gathered from that question, 
(Rom. iv. 10.) Wliy dost thou judge? why dost thou set at 
nought thy brother ? 

Lastly, Christ, by this prohibition, must be supposed to 
condemn our forwardness to judge and censure others, 
whilst we ourselves are guilty of far greater crimes, it 
being plain hypocrisy to pretend a zeal against the lesser 
faults of others, and yet allow much greater in ourselves. 
This plainly follows from the connexion of the words, 
Judge not, that ye be not judged; and why beholdest thou 
the mote tliat is in thy brother's eye, when behold a beam is 
in thine own eye? The Jews themselves used this proverb 
familiarly in this very case, against those who reprehended 
the least offences in others, when they themselves were 
guilty of very heinous crimes. (See Cartw. Mcllif. and 
Lightfoot here.) 

[*] Ver. 6. Mi) S<5t« to uytov toIq kvo\, &c. Give not that 
wJuch is holy to dogs, neither cast you your pearl before 
. swine.] By dogs and sivine here we must not understand all 
that are wicked and profane, either through ignorance or vi- 
cious habits ; for Christ preached the gospel to publicans 
and harlots, and sent his apostles to preach it to the heathen 
world, which lay in wickedness, and was dead in trespasses 
and sijis; but such wicked persons only, as by experience 
they found, after the gospel was preached, and confirmed 
to them by miracles, were still refractory, and pertina- 
ciously continued in their filthy lusts, after they had re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth, and were so far from 
embracing it, that they resisted and blasphemed it, and 
were ready to persecute and destroy the professors of it ; 
among such persons, saith Christ, spend not much time, 
seeing your labour will not be only lost to them, but ha- 
zardous to yourselves. Such were those Jews to whom St. 
Paul having preachod the gospel, they contradicted and 
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blasphemed it, and, therefore, he turned from them to the 
gentiles: (Actsxiii. 41. 46.) such were especially the 
scribes and pharisees, and rulers of the Jews, who, seeing 
that Christ did cast out devils, said, he did it by confede- 
racy with Beelzebub the prince of devils, (Matt. ix. 34. xii. 
24.) who, being reduced to silence by his miracles, were 
filled with madness, (Luke vi. 11.) and took counsel how 
they might destroy him, (Matt. xii. 14.) and confessing that 
he did many miracles, conclude thence, he was to be taken 
off, (Johuxi. 47. 53.) and consult of cutting off Lazarus 
also, because by reason of him many believed in Christ: 
(John xii. 10, 11.) and being assured of Christ's resur- 
rection, by the testimony of those very soldiers whom 
they had placed as a guard about his sepulchre, corrupt 
these witnesses with money, to disguise it with a bare- 
faced lie. (Matt, xxviii.) Note also that this saying was 
proverbial among the JeAVS.* 

[ 3 ] Ver. 7. AtrarE koI SoSfotTai vjuTv* &c. Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find, &c./or every one that ask- 
eth receiveth.] To understand aright this promise, let it be 
observed, that to enable us to pray with such an assurance 
of faith, that what we ask we shall receive, some things 
are requisite in the party praying, some as to the matter, 
and some as to the manner of his prayer. And/ t 

First, The person who expects his prayer should find 
acceptance with God must not persist in any way of sin, 
his heart and his affections must be taken off from every 
evil way; for,' saith the Psalmist, If I regard iniquity in 
my heart, God will not hear 7ny prayer. (Psal. Ixvi. 18.) 
And otherwise in our addresses to God for preservation 
from sin, we do but flatter him with our lips, and dissemble 
with our double hearts, we being not disposed or willing to 
forsake that sin we pray against. 

Secondly, He must begin at least to be a doer of God's 
will: one, who sincerely doth desire to fear him, and who 
doth uprightly purpose and resolve that he will keep his 
righteous precepts ; for if any man be a worshipper of Gocl, 
and doeth his will, him heheareth: (John ix. 31.) when once 
this holy fear is rooted in our hearts, his ear will be still 
open to our prayers, for he will fulfil the desires of them that 
fear him, and when they call he will answer them. (Psal. 
cxlv. 19.) And whilst we do persist in the sincerity of our 
obedience, we shall retain this humble confidence of. our 
acceptance ; for if our hearts condemn us not (of insince- 
rity), then have we confidence with God, and we know that 
what ice ask we receive, because we keep his commandments. 
(1 John iii. 21, 22.) 

To clear both these particulars, consider that true prayer 
is attended with a strong desire, that we may enjoy the 
blessing we pray for, and also that we address to God for 
the assistance of our weakness and inability to compass the 
desired blessing, by our own industry, without the Divine 
assistance ; so that in all our addresses to God for preserva- 
tion from, or strength against, any temptations or assaults 
of sin, or the mortification of any evil habit, which we have 
contracted, we solemnly profess to him, we are very will- 
ing and desirous to mortify that sin, and be preserved from 
that temptation; and in all our supplications for grace, to 
perform our duty, or to increase in any virtuous habit, wo 
declare that we are truly willing to perform that duty, wo 



Bail.Plor.p. 306. 



o 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



93 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[chap. VII, 



earnestly desire to advanco to higlier measures in that 
Christian virtue, and that we therefore sue to him for power 
to enable us to do according to those good desires. Now 
these professions made to God must be hypocritical and 
false, and therefore cannot render any of our prayers suc- 
cessful; or else we must be truly willing and desirous to 
break off our sins by repentance, and to perform that duty 
which we owe to God, before wo do address to him for 
strength for the performance of our duty and preservation 
from sin. 

Again, seeing that God to whom we pray is in himself 
immutable, and in the holiness and perfections of his na- 
ture is unchangeable; seeing he always acts agreeably to 
those standing rules of righteousness he hath declared in 
his word — it must be vain for us to hope, by argument to 
move, by fair speeches to incline, or by pathetical entrea- 
ties to persuade him to do any thing which is not suitablo 
to this purity of his nature, and to the justice of his govern- 
ment; when therefore w r e ask pardon for those sins wo are 
not willing to forsake, when we desire his friendship or 
protection, whilst we continue violators of his holy laws 
and rebels to his government, it is impossible we should 
prevail in our addresses ; because it is not consistent with 
the honour of a just and holy God to grant what we desire*: 
we pray against the declarations of his holy will, against 
the laws of his government, and the perfections of his na- 
ture, and so we cannot hope that our desires should be 
granted: since then God changeth not, if we desire that our 
prayers should find acceptance with him, the change must 
bo in us, in our affections, from a love to a hatred of every 
evil way, from a dislike to an approbation of tho ways of 
piety; in our wills, from a perverse and disobedient to a 
willing mind; and then that God, who is immutable, will 
therefore be disposed to hear us; for he unchangeably is 
willing to shew kindness to his friends, and give assistance 
to every soul that uprightly desires to fear and serve him. 

Thirdly, He must be one who doth forgive his brother's 
trespasses, that he may be disposed to obtain the pardon 
of his own. A man (saith the son of ^Sirach) beareth ha- 
tred against another, and doth he hope for pardon from the 
Lord? He shtyveth no mercy to a man that is like himself, 
and doth he ask forgiveness of his own sins? (Ecclus. xxviii. 
3, 4.) When ye stand praying (saith our Lord), forgive if 
you have aught against any man, that your heavenly Father 
may forgive you; for if you forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your 
trespasses. (Mark xi. 25, 26.) 

Fourthly, He must bo free from all injustice, injury, and 
wrong, done to his neighbour, or ready to make satisfac- 
tion for it, according to that resolution of the Psalmist, I 
will wash mine hands in innocency, and so will I compass 
thine altar. (Psal. xxvi. 6.) We must not offer our obla- 
tion to God, till we have offered, or are resolved, as we 
have opportunity, to offer, reasonable satisfaction to our 
brother; for if thou bringest thy gift to the altar (saith our 
Lord), and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way ; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and 
offer thy gift. (Matt. v. 23, 24.) To proceed to the matter 
of our petitions: 

First, What we ask must be agreeable to the holy will 
of God ; for if we ask any thing according to his will he 



heareth us. (1 John v. 14.) And this must be the limit of 
all our acceptable desires, it being neither possible in na- 
ture that he can, nor fit in reason that he should, permit 
our foolish wills to thwart the counsel of his wisdom. It 
must bo also something which comporleth with and tend- 
eth to his glory, that being the great end of all our rational 
desires, that God in all things may be glorified. And hence 
observe, that even spiritual blessings may be asked amiss, 
and so as not to be obtained; because we are not fitted to 
receive them in that way in which alone it is for God's 
glory to confer them. As when wo would enjoy the end, 
but will not use the means, by Divine wisdom appointed 
for the obtaining that end: v. g. he that desires to be 
saved, desires what is agreeable to his will, tvho would 
have all men to be saved; but if he will not also, by conti- 
nuance in well-doing, seek for glopj and immortality, if ho 
will not work out his salvation with fear and trembling, if 
he will not have his fruit unto holiness, the end can never 
be eternal life; because God hath made holiness the means, 
and obedience the condition, of salvation : and it is in 
the nature of the thing impossible, that an impure soul 
should be prepared for tho enjoyment of a holy God ; nor 
is it for his honour to confer this blessing on the disobe- 
dient, or to admit unholy souls into his blissful presence. 
And though our gracious God be wiling we should be 
saved, he is not willing wc should be so, whether wo 
will or no ; he is not willing w r e should be saved, though 
we use not the means appointed by him to obtain salva- 
tion. Again, it is certainly agreeable to the mind of God, 
that we should abstain from that iniquity, which is a pro- 
vocation to the pure eyes of his glory, and it is doubtless 
for his honour that we should do so ; but though we pray 
to be preserved from it, yet, if wc add not our sincere en- 
deavours, if we do not watch as well as pray, that we enter 
not into temptation, and, as much as in us lies, avoid the 
occasions of, resist the temptations and solicitations to it, 
our prayer for preservation will not be successful ; because 
we are not uprightly disposed to use the means for pre- 
servation from it, which God hath put into our hands. 

Secondly, What we thus ask must be what is truly good 
for us, and were we entirely wase, we should not be capable 
of tendering to God a Tequest, which doth not minister to 
this end ; because good is the adequate object of all our 
rational desires, and when we ignorantly put up addresses 
for what he in his wisdoitf seeth not to be good for, but ra- 
ther hurtful to us, it is out of pure kindness and concern 
for us that he denieth our requests. To proceed, 

Thirdly, To the manner requisite to render these our 
prayers successful ; 

• First, Wc must pray in faith, that is, with an entire per- 
suasion that God is able to supply all our wants, that Di- 
vine wisdom discemeth all our real needs, and knows how 
to relieve them; sees all our miseries and troubles, and 
knows how to convert them to our good, or work deliver- 
ance from them in the fittest season, that he will be exactly 
true to all his promises, and so will not withhold any good 
thing from them that lead a godly life; that, lastly, he is -a 
God of immense goodness, and therefore willing to bestow 
upon his servants all that his wisdom seeth good and ne- 
cessary for them ; what things soever you desire in prayer, 
believe that you shall receive them, and ye shall receive them; 
(Malt. xxi. 22.) if you have faith, koX p) jSiaKptOTiri-, and 
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doubt not, (ver. 21.) if ye ask in faith, fifj cWpivo/z£vot, not 
doubting of his power or will to do what is for his glory 
and your good, (see note on James i. 6.) ask, and you shall 
receive. 

Secondly, If our petitions be not instantly granted, we 
must pray (for spiritual things especially) with persever- 
ance, and wait with patience till he will be gracious, for we 
must pray always, and not faint. (Luke xviii. 1. Eph. vi. 
18.) And, 

Thirdly, We must pray (at least for spiritual blessings) 
with fervency of spirit, we must knock, saith the metaphor 
here, we must kwviZ>uv, be in agonies of devotion for thera, 
(Col. iv. 12.) to shew how much we prize them, the fervent 
being the availing prayer. (James v. 16.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 9. y H rig lartv 1% vji&v avdptojrog, ov lav alrri<ng — /x?) 
\ldov y&vcFEL ai>T(o-~\ For the construction of these words, 
let it be noted from Stephanus, that # at the beginning of a 
sentence, no other particle preceding, signifies an ; so Judg. 
xiv. 15. % kj3ia(raorai f^ag *c£*cX^»car£ ; Have ye called Samson 
to do its violence? 1 Sam. x # 12. % teal SaoiA lv rotg ?rpo- 
Qnraig; Is Saul also among the prophets? so Matt. xx. 15. 
% ovkI^otI — r) 6 o^aXfiog erov; Is it not lawful for me to do 
what I will with my own? Is thine eye evil became I am 
good? 1 Cor. xiv. 3G. r) a<j? v/xwv 6 \6yog tov Qeov I^/jA^tv, 
ft ug vfiag fiovovg Ka-ri\vn\atv ; Came the word of God from 
you, came it to you only ? So here, § rig, is there any man 
among yon, Sv lav airily — aprov; of whom his son shall 
ask bread ? jit) is only the sign of an interrogation : so Gen. 
xviii. 14. fxfi advvan)(ng, shall any thing be too hard for God? 
ver. 17. firj Kpft/xu; shall I hide from Abraham? ver. 23. 
fxi) evvairoXeoyg ; wilt thou destroy the righteous with the 
wicked? Judg. ix. 9. 11. 13. /a) attoXetyaaa; shall I leave 
my fatness? shall I leave my sweetness? shall I leave my 
wine? Jcr. xxxii. 27. fifj K$vfin<nrat\ shall any thing be 
hid from me? (sec Gen. xxvii. 38. xxx. 15. xxxi. 14. xli. 
38. xliii. 7.) So that the whole verse runs thus, Is there 
any man among you of whom his son shall ask bread, will 
tlutt man give him a stone? 

[ 5 ] Ver. 12. Havra ovv ova av SeArjTE f lva TTOtHmv vfitv ol av- 
6pu)wot, ovtu) Kai vfitig Troture avrotg, Whatsoever you would 
that men should do to you, do you even so to them, &c] 
Here the critical note is this — that we are not to look for a 
connexion of these words to the former, though they be 
introduced with the particle ovv, therefore; that being, 
saith Phavorinns, often apybv, an expletive, or serving only 
by way of transition from one thing to another. Others 
'connect the words thus; viz. That in the immediate pre- 
ceding words our Lord instructs us, by a comparison taken 
from men, that we may reasonably expect our heavenly 
Father will confer uponus all those blessings which he sees 
needful for us, and we can reasonably desire, provided that 
wo ask thera with faith and importunity, and do with dili- 
gence seek them: and hence, saith Grotius, our Lord in- 
fers that we, who stand engaged to he followers of God as 
dear children, should be as ready to afford to others all 
needful aid, which they, on the account of equity, humanity, 
and Christian charity, desire of us ; this being only that 
which, in like cases, wc expect from others. Hence in St. 
Luke, vi. 30. our Lord is introduced, saying, Give to every 
one that asketh ; and as you would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them, (ver. 31.) But for explication 
of this rule, note, 
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First, That it was a rule, which obtained both among 
Jews and gentiles, and was delivered by them in some va- 
riety of words, but with great harmony of sense ; first po- 
sitively, as here, » 



Quod tibi fieri vis, fac alteri. 
Tevov iraaiv &g croi SiXetg rravrag. 

And also negatively, 



Nilus. 



Quod tibi fieri non vis, alteri nefeceris. 

Quod damnaturus sis in aliis, in te noh admiseris. 
"Oirip av fiiaeig Trap Iripy aoi y£vt<r%at, tig eripovg fxrj iroUt. 
°A Tracrxovreg itf kripov bpyiZeaSe, ravra rotg aXkotg fxri 
Troulre. Isocr. ad Nicocl. Or. 3. 

And in those words of Hillel, Do not thou that to thy neigh- 
bour, which thou hatest when it is done to thee; which rule 
in Tobit (iv. 14.) is expressed thus, 6 iiiazig ^rjScvt noifovg, 
do that to no man which thou hatest. 

Secondly, That this rule being given as the sum of the 
law and the prophets, as an abridgment of the rules of 
justice prescribed by them, can never duly be construed, 
as to subvert any of the laws and orders established by 
them, or thwart the proper rules of charity or justice. And 
therefore this rule admits these limitations : 

Thirdly, Whatsoever I desire with a well-ordered or regu- 
lated will, that is, what I desire agreeably to the dictates 
of right reason, or to the principles of Christian religion, 
should be done, or not done to me, that I must do, or not 
do to others. It therefore will not follow from this rule, 
that if a pot : cbmpanion will give me drink to excess, that 
I must give him drink to excess, or that, if Socrates would 
lend his wife to his friend, that friend should do the like 
to him ; because that which is here prescribed as a rule of 
charity and justice among Christians, could never be in- 
tended to countenance what is opposite to charity and 
justice, to the law and the prophets, and more especially 
to the precepts of Christianity. And so, as to the negative 
part of this rule, though a criminal; or guilty person, would 
not have the judge condemn him, or the witnesses give in 
testimony against him, but would be pardoned after con- 
demnation; yet he who is a judge, were he such a person, 
must not forbear to condemn, or always pardon, the con- 
demned criminal, since this practice would take away vin- 
dictive justice, and let offenders go unpunished. 

Fourthly, This rule must be interpreted as a rule of pro- 
portion, binding us to, or not to do that to others, which in 
like state, condition, or relation, we would, or we would not 
have done to ourselves; v.gr. it requires not the master 
to obey his servants, because he would have them obedient 
to him, but to be as obedient to his masters, as he can 
reasonably expect they should bo to him, arid to treat his 
servants as kindly and favourably, as, if he were a servant, 
he could reasonably desire to be treated by his master: 
the prince must not be subject to his people, as he would 
have them be to him, butho must treat them with that equity 
and kindness, which, if he were a subject, he reasonably 
might expect from a prince duly regardful of his subjects' 
weal ; and so proportionably in the relations of father and 
children, man and wife, master and scholar, pastor and 
flock, &c. 

Fifthly, This rule must not bo extended to every thing 
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which another may lawfully do to me, and therefore I de- 
sire he would do; but only what I may desire of him, or 
expect from him as his duty, on the account of equity and 
justice, charity, friendship, or relation. Thus, if a poor 
man would desire that some very wealthy person would 
give him out of his estate enough to mako him rich ; though 
were this rich man poor, ho would be glad if somebody 
would shew the like kindness to him, yet he is not obliged 
by this rule, though lawfully he might do it, to make this 
poor man rich, because he stands not bound by any law 
of charity or justice so to do. And, 

Sixthly, Noto that this rule, as it is positive, respects 
not only our outward actions, but even our words and 
thoughts, requiring us to speak, think, and judge of others, 
as in like circumstances we may in equity and reason ex- 
pect they should speak, think, or judge of us. As it is 
negative, itmustrequire us not to speak, think, or judge of 
others, as we conceive that in like circumstances they 
ought not to speak, think, or judge of us; for there is an 
equity to be observed in our words and thoughts of others, 
as well as in our actions, and a judgment of charity, and 
a righteous judgment > as well as a labour of love, and a 
righteous deed; and also an evil word and thought, and 
a wrong judgment, which therefore ought to be forborne 
from principles of love and equity. 

I 6 ] Ver. 13, 14. Enter in at the strait gate, &c] Of the 
metaphor of a strait gate, see note on VIM; 1 1. and note 
that the way of virtue and felicity is represented by the 
ieathen sages under the like metaphor; thus Cebes saith, 
that there is at the entrance of it ^iparig fiitcpa, a little gate, 
and ivaj3a<r<c <mvf) rraw, the way hath a very strait ascent^ 
and is a way not trodden in, which iraw oktyot -n-opzvovTcu, 
very few walk in, as seeming to be difficult, rpaxua. koI 
ircrpwSwj rough and rocky. And yet this is no contradic- 
tion to those Scriptures, which represent the ways of wis- 
dom as ways of pleasantness, and the yoke of Christ as easy, 
and his commandments as not grievous; for this way is 
only rough and grievous at our first entrance into it, w T hen 
we have many old acquaintance and seeming friends to part 
with, and evil habits to put off, and till faith and patience 
have smoothed it to us; but then we can rejoice in tribula- 
tions, and take pleasure in infirmities, and love will make 
itpleasantto us; when temperance and patience, said Cebes, 
have lifted us to the top of the hill, then is it 6§oc ku\v 
tc teal ofiakrj km airn6pivTog, a icay that is pleasant, smooth, 
and easy to be trod, free from all evil, and leading to the 
regions of felicity. And whereas it is added, on <mvy) ri 
iriXri, because strait is the gate, 5™ there should be rendered 
but, for so the Hebrew 3 which answers to it often signi- 
fies, and is therefore rendered by the Septuagint, dWd or 
aXX 1} but, viz. 2 Chron. xx. 15. Psal. xlii. 3. Dan. ix. 18. 
Amos vii. 14. And sometimes on in the sense of but; so 
1 Kings xxi. 15. Naboth is not alive, iTD *3 ZrtriOvriKi, but 
dead; 2 Kings i. 4. He shall not descend down from his 
bed JTID O AD1TI on SavaTy awoOavri, but shall die.- So 
Numb, xxvii. 3. Deut. xi. 7. Judg. i. 19. ii. 17. 1 Sam. 
xvii. 47. 2 Sam. xxiv. 24. and in many other places. (See 
Noldius de partic. Heb. p. 404.) 

[ T ] Ver. 15. Il/>o<rfx £T£ Si ano twv ^£u8o7t/jo^?jtwv, Ver. 

10. o7TQ twv Kapntov avrtov linyvdxjtoOi avrovg, . beware of 

false prophets, — by their fruits ye shall know them.] They 

who extend the word false prophets to all teachers of false 



doctrines, will scarce be able to shew, how they, who teach 
the doctrine of the millennium, « that the promises of the 
law were only temporal, or that the baptism of infants may 
bo deferred till they come to years of discretion, or that the 
sabbath-day is still to be kept holy, can be proved to be 
false prophets by the evil tendence or consequents of their 
doctrine: moreover, it must be noted that Christ here 
speaks to the multitude, (ver. 2d, 29.) and to the ears of 
the people: (Luke vii. 1.) they therefore must beware of 
them, and so bo able to know them by their works, as the 
tree is known by its fruits, (ver. 20.) from the works of 
iniquity they do,(ver. 23.) not from their doctrines ; for that 
would render our Lord's words ridiculous, viz. Beware of 
teachers of false doctrines ; by their false doctrines ye shall 
know them. 

Obj. But you may say, Christ owns they shall appear 
in sheep's clothing, that is, in a fair appearance of piety 
and innocence, and so it must be difficult to pass a judg- 
ment on them by their works. 

Ans. It is not necessary that their coming in sheep's cloth- 
ing should signify their seeming innocency, but only their 
appearance in the habit of prophets. For so Elias wrapped 
himself Iv r£ ju?Awry abrov, in his sheep's skin mantle,(l Kings 
xix. 13.) and when he ascended 17 ^u^Xwtt/c, his mantle fell 
from him. (2 Kings ii. 13.) This therefore may be the true 
import of this phrase, They shall appear in the habit of 
prophets. But (2.) admit it signifies their hypocrisy and 
dissimulation ; things feigned and dissembled only, will 
in a little time be easily discerned from that which is sin- 
cere and real ; when such hypocritical pretenders have got 
once a liberty to" do it, when their advantage requires it, 
when persecutions for the faith arise, they will soon put 
off the mask, and discover themselves to be counterfeits. 

Moreover, false prophets, both in .the Old and the New 
Testament, do always signify such persons as falsely pre- 
tend a commission from God for what they teach, or who 
promise or foretell things falsely in his name; as will ap- 
pear from all the places of the New Testament where this 
word occurs, Matt. xxiv. 11. Mark xiii. 22. Luke vi. 2G. 
Actsxiii. G. 2Pet.ii. 1. Rev.xvi.13. xix. 20. xx. 10. 
That such false prophets were suddenly to come into the 
world, our Lord foretells, Matt. xxiv. 11. That many of 
them were come, we learn from St. Peter and St. John, 
1 John iv, L And, • 

Lastly, The apostles teach, agreeably to Christ, that such 
false apostles and false prophets arc to be discovered, not 
only by their doctrines, but by their works, as being ra- 
venous wolves, not sparing the flock ; (Acts xx. 29.) teach- 
ers of what they ought not for filthy lucres sake ; (Tit. i. 11.) 
such as count gain, godliness; (1 Tim. vi. 5.) lovers of 
money; (2 Tim. iii. 2.) through covetousness by feigned 
words making merchandise of others; (2 Pet. ii. 3.) ad- 
miring persons for gain; (Jude 16.) such as may be 
known by the evil works they did, and taught others to 
do as being lovers of pleasure; (2 Tim. iii. 4.) abomina- 
ble; (Tit. i. 1G.) defiling the flesh, and turning the grace 
of God into lasciviousness ; (2 Pet. ii, 10. Jude 4. 8.) and, 
Jastly, such as insisted upon questions, which had no ten- 
dence to advance godliness, but rather to nourish strife, 
and to subvert the hearers. (1 Tim. i. 4. iv. 7. 2 Tim. ii. 
16.23. Tit. iii. 9.) 

[ 8 ] Ver, 18. Ou dvvarat SivSpov ayaSov 7rovrjpov^ Kapirov? 
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-rrottiv, A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can 
aft evil tree bring forth good fndt.~\ i. e. While they eontinue 
sueh. Hence some make two inferences, which are false 
and alien from the mind of Christ : 

■ First, That he who once is regenerate can never cease to 
be so; which no more follows, than that he who is once 
wicked cannot cease to be so ; and therefore that it is vain to 
call sinners to repentance, or bid them make the tree good, 
as Christ doth, Matt. xii. 33. 

Secondly, That an irregenerate person can do nothing 
that is good, because he is an evil tree, and so he must be 
purely passive in his whole conversion; which is as if I 
should argue, that a good man cannot sin, because being a 
good tree he cannot bring forth evil fruit. Good here is the 
note of St. Jerome, that Judas being once a good tree brought 
forth bad fruit, when he betrayed his Blaster. And Saul 
being once a bad tree, brought forth bad fruit, when he be- 
came a vessel of election: "Tamdiu ergo arbor bona fructus 
non facit malos, quamdiu in bonitatis studio perseverat;et 
mala arbor tamdiu manet in fructibus peceatorum, quam- 
diu ad pcenitentiam non eonvertitur." So long then as the 
good tree persevere(h in its goodness, it bringeth not forth 
evil fruit; and the evil tree continues to bring forth the 
fruits of sin, till by repentance it is turned into a good tree. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 21. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, &c] Of the 
import of this phrase, the kingdom of heaven, sec note on 
iii. 2. And note hence, that faith and purposes of obedi- 
ence, without actual obedience to the commands of God, 
as long as we live and have opportunity to do so, will avail 
no man to salvation. 

[ I0 ] Ver. 22. Many shall say in that day, Lord, ov t$<t$ 
ovuuart 7rpoe(j>y}T£vaafiiv, &e. have we not prophesied, cast out 
devils, and done many mighty works in thy name ?} I grant 
that it cannot be certainly inferred from these words, that 
any persons will thus plead at the day of judgment ; but 
only that sueh pleas, if made, will be of no account with 
God from workers of iniquity : but yet it will hence follow, 
that such persons might be workers of iniquity, and also 
that they might have some expectations of favour from 
Christ, on the account of these things performed in his 
name. And that such miracles were actually performed by 
such men in the name of Christ, we learn from Origen,* 
who saith, That so prevalent is the name of Christ to cast 
out devils, wg taty ore, koi v7ro <pai\tov Qvoiiafy>utvov avvetv, 
that sometimes (as Christ said) it avails when named by 
wicked CJiristians. And Pseudo-Justin f eonfessethof the 
heretics, ivzortiv rtvag lv abroigivvauutg } that some miracles 
were wrought by them. For though true miracles cannot 
be wrought in confirmation of a false doctrine, yet, seeing 
miracles wrought by the name of Jesus, are wrought not to 
confirm either the doctrine or piety of him that doth them, 
but only to confirm his doctrine in whose name they are 
wrought; I think it no absurdity to grant, that evil Christ- 
ians may do them in his name. Thus God put many true 
prophecies concerning his people into the mouth of that 
Balaam, u?Ao loved the wages of unrighteousness ; and Judas 
was one of thoso twelve to whom Christ gave power to cast 
out unclean sjnrits, and to heal all diseases. (Matt. x. 1.) 



* CoDlr.Cels.lib.i.p. 7. 



t Qa. 5. 



[ n ] Ver. 24. Ilac ovv oarig clkovzi rovg \6yovg roirovg, koX 
ttoiu abrovg, &e. Every one that heareth these words, and 
doeth them, will I liken to a wise man.] Hence it appears, 
' (1.) that this sermon on the mount contains those rules of 
faith which are sufficient for salvation ; since otherwise 
Christ could not promise it to them, who observed and 
practised these his sayings. 

(2.) That a man may. be disposed to yield this obedience, 
it is necessary, (1.) that he believe Christ was a teacher sent 
from God into the world, to propound these rules of life 
and death in -his name, and by his authority ; faith being 
the principle and root of all obedience. (2.) That he hath a 
sufficient knowledge of these rules, and doth retain them in 
his memory ; for what he doth not know he cannot, and 
what he retains not in his memory he will not do. We 
must add to our faith, knowledge ; (2 Pet.i.5.) and keep in 
memory the things we have heard. 1 Cor. xv. 2. (3.) That 
he firmly believe and frequently jeflect upon the motives to 
perform these Tules ; viz. the blessings promised to the ob- 
servers of them, and the great evils threatened to theneg- 
leeters of these rules : for the serious and frequent consi- 
deration of these things will not only animate us to the 
performance of our duty, but will strengthen us against all 
the temptations and allurements of the world, to divert us 
from it; whilst we percqive that the advantages we shall 
receive by living according to these rules, are infinitely 
greater than any which the world can tender ; and the evils 
which will certainly ensue on our neglect to do so, are far 
more formidable than any we can suffer from a persecuting 
world. 

["} Ver.29. r Hv yii$§tUoKU)v avrovgwg iKpveiqv %x^v, The 
multitude were astonished at his doctrine; for he taught 
them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.] They, 
certainly mistake, who interpret these words thus, He taught 
them as the author of the doctrine he preached, and one ivho 
had authority in his oivn name, to propound the terms of life 
and death, and therefore saith not, as the prophets, Thus 
saith the Lord, but i" say unto you. This being not only 
contrary to the nature of his prophetic office, but to his 
frequent declarations, that the doctrine ivhich he taught 
was not his own, but his that sent him ; that he spake not of 
himself, or in his own name, but as he had heard from his 
Father, and as he had commanded him to speak. (John vii. 
1G. viii. 28. xii. 49. xiv. 10. xvii. 18.) This interpretation 
therefore of St. Jerome, Theophylaet, and others, is to be . 
rejected. Others think this relates to the confirmation of his 
doctrine by miracles ; for when he had cured all manner of 
diseases, demoniacs, lunatics, and paralytics, the people 
flock to him from all quarters, (Matt. iv. 24, 25.) and then 
he begins this sermon. So Mark i. 27. They all marvelled, 
saying, What is this new doctrine? for kclt l^ovaiav with 
authority he commanded tlte unclean spirits, and they obey , 
him : and Luke.iv. 32. They were amazed at his doctrine; 
for Ids word was lv l^ovo'iy, attended with the power of mira- 
cles^ (ver. 3G.) And, thirdly, because it is here said, thexj 
were astonished, not at his miracles, but at his doctrine; 
others interpret the words thus, He spake as a prophet* 
having authority from God to deliver his message to them; 
not as the scribes, who pretended only to deliver the 
traditions of their forefathers, and to teach only what 
they had learnt from Hillel, Shcmaia ; Abtalion ; &c* So 
Lightfoot* 
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CHAP. VIII. 

1- Vt HEN ho was come down from the mountainY<> rt 
which he delivered this Divine discourse), great multitudes 
followed him. 

2. And, behold, (tvhenhe xvas in or near one of the cities, 
Luke v. 12.) there camo a leper and [*] worshipped him, 
(kneeling, Mark i. 40. and falling doivn before him, Luke 
v. 12. and) saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean. 

3. And Jesus (having compassion on him, Mark i. 41.) 
[*] put forth his hand, and touched him, saying (to him), 
I will ; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed. 

4. And Jesus (straitly charged him, and forthwith sent 
him away, Mark i. 43. and) saith unto him, [ s ] Sefe thou 
tell no mvai (who hath done this); but go thy way (first, 
and) I 4 ] shew thyself to the priest, and offer (for thy 
purification, MaTk i. 44. Luke v. 15.) the gift that Moses 
commanded, for a [ 5 ] testimony to them : (but he going 
from him, published it so much, that the multitude hearing of 
it came to him from every place to be healed of their infirmi- 
ties, Mark i. 45. Luke v. 15.) 

5. And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, [ 6 ] there 
came unto him (by the elders of the Jews, Luke vii.3.) a 
centurion, beseeching him, 

6. And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of 
the palsy, grievously tormqnted (and nigh to death ; I desire 
thou wouldest come and heal him, Luke vii. 3.) 

[Luke vii. 4. And when they came to him, they besought 
him instantly, saying, Tliat he was worthy for whom he 
should do this : Ver. 5. for he loveth our nation, and hath 
built us a synagogue J] 

7. And Jesus saith unto him (i. e. to the messengers sent 
by him), I will come and heal him : (and Jiaving said this, 
Jesus went with them, and when he was now not far from 
the house, Luke vii. 6.) 

8. The centurion (hearing that Christ was coming to 
him, sent other friends to him, by whom he) answered and 
said, Lord, (trouble not thyself to come to me; for) I 
am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; 
(wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto 
thee, Luke vii. 6, 7.) but [ 7 ] speak the word only, and my 
servant shall be healed. 

9. For I am a man under authority, having (also) sol- 
diers under me : and I say unto this man, Go, and he goeth ; 
and to another, Come, and he cometh ; and to my servant, 
Do this, and he doeth it. (How much more canst thou, tvho 
hast all power in heaven and earth, command one of the 
ministering spirits to come and heal my servant?) 

10. When Jesus heard (this say ing), he marvelled, and 
said to them that followed him, Verily, I say unto you, I 
have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel (the peo- 
ple to whom I was promised, and to whom I am sent). 

11. And I say unto you, That [*] many shall come from 
the east and from the west, (from the north and from the 
south, Luke xiii. 29.) and shall sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, (and with all the jwophets, Luke xiii. 28.) 
in the kingdom of heaven (i. e. shall be partakers of the 
blessings promised to these patriarchs). 

12. But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out 



into outer darkness: (so that) there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth (among them thus excluded from the 
blessings of this kingdom). 

13. And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way ; and 
as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his ser- 
vant was healed in the selfsame hour, (and they that were 
sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that had 
been sick, Luke vii. 10.) 

14. And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he 
saw [ 9 ] his wife's mother laid (upon a bed), and sick of a 
fever, (for they had told him of her, Mark i. 30.) 

15. And (he stood over her, and rebuked the fever, Luke 
iv. 39. and) he touched her hand, and the fever left her : 
and she arose, and ministered unto them (tvJtat was neces- 
sary for their entertainment). 

16. And [ 10 ] when the even was come (so that the sun 
was set, Mark i. 32. Luke iv. 40. and the sabbath ended), 
they brought unto him many that were (sick, and many) 
possessed with devils : and he cast out the spirits with his 
word, and (laying his hands upon them, Luke iv. 40.) 
healed all that were sick : 

17. That (in this sense also) it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet Esaias, saying, (Iiii. 4.) 
["] He himself took our infirmities, and bare our sick- 
nesses. 

18. Now when Jesns saw great multitudes about him, he 
gave commandment (to his disciples) to depart unto the 
other side (of the lake Gennesareth, Luke viii. 22.) 

19. And (as they were preparing for their departure) a 
certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will fol- 
low thee whithersoever thou goest. 

20. And Jesus saith unto him, ( Jf thou resolvest thus, 
upon prospect of any temporal advantages in my kingdom, 
thou wilt be frustrated in thy expectation, for) the foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son 
of man hath not where to lay his (own) head (and, there- 
fore, much less any accommodations for his followers). 

21. And another of his disciples (or attendants, being bid 
to follow him, Luke ix. 59.) said unto him, Lord, suffer me 
first to go and (abide at home till I) bury my father. 

22. But Jesus said unto him, Follow me (now); ["] and 
let the dead bury their dead ; ( ?. e. let those who are uncon- 
cerned for the things of God, and unfit to engage in the pro- 
moting them, do such offices, which they may do as well as 
others; but do thou, who hast begun to follow me, and to at- 
tend upon the doctrine of the kingdom of God, go on with- 
out diversion in that work; for no man having put his hand 
to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God, Luke ix. 62.) 

23. And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples 
followed him. 

24. And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, 
insomuch that the ship was (sometimes) covered with the 
waves : but he was asleep (in the hinder part of the ship, 
Mark iv. 3S.) 

25. And his disciples camo unto him, and awoke him, 
saying, Lord, save us : we perish. 

26. And he saith unto them, [ 13 ] Why are ye so fearful, 
O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the 
wind and the sea, (saying to them, Peace, be still, Mark 
iv. 39.) and there was a great calm'. 

27. But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. VIII.] 



ON THE GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW. 



103 



man is this (and how great is his power), that even [ M ] the 
winds and the sea obey him ! 

28. And when he was come unto the other side, into the 
country of the Gergesenes, (see note on Mark v. 1.) there 
met him [ 15 j two possessed with devils, coming out of their 
tombs, (one which was) exceeding fierce, so that no man 
might (safely) pass by that way ; (for no man could tame 
him, or bind him so effectually with chains or fetters, that 
he could not break them; and night and day he was in the 
mountains, or among the tombs, crying and cutting himself 
with stones; and seeing Jesus afar off, they run unto him, 
and worshipped him, Mark v. 3—6.) 

29. And, behold, they (i. e. the unclean spirits in them) 
cried out, saying, [ 16 ] What have we to do with thee, Jesus, 
thou Son of God? £ 17 ] art thou come hither to torment us 
before the time (appointed for our punishment ? i. e. the 
fierce one said this, the other being present with him: and 
this he said after that Christ had said to the unclean spirit 
in him, Come out of the man; and Jesus asking, what was 
his name? he had answered, saying, My name is legion: 
for we are many ; and (farther) had besought him much 
that he ivould not send them away out of the country, 
Mark v. 8. 10.) 

30. And there was a good way off from them (in the 
mountains, Luke viii. 32.) a herd of many swine (even 
two thousand, Mark v. 13.) feeding. 

31. So the [ 18 ] devils besought him, saying, If thou cast 
us out, [ 19 ] suffer us to go away into the herd of swine. 

32. And he said unto them, (I suffer you to) go. And 
when they were come out (of tlie men), they entered into 
the herd of swine : and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran 
violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished in 
the waters. 

33. And they that kept them fled, and went their way 
into the city (and villages), and told (tliem) every thing 
(that Christ had done), and what was befallen to the 
(men) possessed of the devils. 

34. And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: 
and when they saw him, they (being terrified at what he 
had done, and grieved for their loss) besought him that he 
would depart out of their coasts. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VIII. 

['] Ver. 2. IIP02EKYNEI airy, worshipped Ann.] The 
Jews paid civil adoration both to kings and prophets, either 
by bending of the knee, or by prostration, or falling down 
before them : so Abigail fell down before David, and bowed 
herself to^the ground, 1 Sam. xxv. 23. 41. so also the 
Amalckitc fell to the earth before him, and did obeisance, 
2 Sam. i. 2. so Mcphibosheth fell on his face, and did 
him reverence, 2 Sam. ix. 6. so the woman of Tekoah, 
2 Sam. xiv. 4. Nathan, 1 Kings i. 23. so the whole con- 
gregation worshipped the Lord and the king, 1 Chron. 
xxix. 20. Thus also they reverenced the holy prophets : 
so Saul stooped with his face to the ground to Samuel, 
1 Sam. xxviii. 14. Obadiah fell on his face before Eli- 
jah, 1 Kings xviii. 7. sec 2 Kings i. 13. and Nebuchad- 
nezzar fell on his face before Daniel, ii. 46. Whence 
I conclude, that the adorations given to our blessed Sa- 
viour, by those Jews and gentiles who knew nothing of his 
divinity, could be no argument of his Divine nature, but 



rather were paid to him as the Messiah, or as a prophet 
sent from God, or as the King of Israel 

[ 2 ] Ver. 3. Kal itcretvac rrjv x&P a v4' aT0 ^ r ov 6 'I^ovc. And 
Jesus, stretching forth his hand, touched him.'] The Jews 
cannot reasonably object that our Lord violated the law, 
either by touching the leper here, or 'by touching the bier 
of the dead ; (Luke vii. 14.) for, as the effect wrought upon 
both demonstrated, that the God who gave these laws ap- 
proved both these actions, they being done by the finger of 
God, so was it a received rule among them, That a prophet 
might vary from, or even change, a ritual law:* so did Eli-^ 
jah, who took the woman's dead son out of her bosom, and 
carried him up to his bed, and stretched himself upon him 
three times: (1 Kings xvii. 19.21.) so did Elisha, when 
he lay upon the Shunammite's child, and put his mouth 
upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands 
upon his hands. (2 Kings iv. 34.) Whence Theophylactf 
observes, Tliat our Lord touched the leper, to sheiv it was 
not necessary that he should observe those lesser matters of 
the law, and that a pure person is not defiled by touching 
one unclean; but that it is the leprosy of the soul which 
doth indeed defile. (See note on ver. 8.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. 4. "0/oa ftridevl uiryg, See thou tell no man.'] viz. That 
thou wast healed by me, till thou hast offered thy gift to 
the priest; and he, by receiving it, hath owned thee to be 
clean from thy leprosy, lest they hearing that thou wast 
cleansed by me should, out of envy to me, refuse to own 
that thou w r ast cleansed. This sense, the words offer the 
gift for a testimony to them, $eem to require ; for that 
which was always to be concealed from them, could be no 
testimony to them of the Divine mission. (See note oh 
ix. 30.) 

{ 4 ] Scaurov du£ov r$ 'Upsi, Shew thyself to the priest, &c] 
Here it is well observed by Dr. Lightfoot, that though 
the priesthood was much degenerated from its primitive 
institution and office, and many human institutions were 
added to God's law, touching the priest's examination of 
the leper who pretended to be clean; yet doth Christ send 
this leper to submit to all these human inventions, as know- 
ing that they did indeed corrupt but not extinguish the Di- 
vine institution. 

[ 6 ] Etc ixagrvgiov avrolq, For a testimony to them.] This 
some interpret thus, Offer thy gift for a testimony unto 
them, that thou art cleansed from thy leprosy, which must 
be the import of these words, if Christ had absolutely for- 
bid him to declare, who it was that cured him of his 
leprosy; but in all other places where this phrase is used, 
it imports a testimony to the truth of Christ's mission or 
his doctrine, and, therefore, most probably here signifies, 
that by pronouncing the man clean, they may have a tes- 
timony that I am the Christ, or am a prophet sent from 
God; they themselves owning that the leprosy can only be 
cured by the finger of GQd, (2 Kings v. 7.) and, there- 
fore, not suffering a physician to attempt to cure it:. so, 
v. g. Matt. x. 18. Ye shall be brought before governors and 
kings, tig fxaprvptov avrdlq, for a testimony to them and to 
the nations: Matt. xxiv. 14. This gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world, etc fiaprvpiov,for a testi- 
mony to all nations: Luke ix. 5. Jf they receive you not, 
shake off the dnst of your feet, dg papTvptov lw avrovg,fora 
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testimony against them. Hcnco the lepers cleansed, Matt. 
xi. 5. arc made the sign of the advent of the Messiah. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 5. ripo<rfiX$£V avr$ 6 karovrapx ? TrapaKaAwv avrbv, 
Tiiere came to him a centurion, beseeching him.'] Luke vii. 3. 
He sent to him the rulers of the Jews ; and, ver. 8. the cen- 
turion answered and said; Luke vii. 6. the centurion sent 
friends to him, saying. (See these things reconciled, in note 
on Luke vii. 1.) It is conjectured by St. Chrysostom, Kal 
avrbv fizra to nlfX^at rovg <pl\ovg irapayzv6fizvov, That he him- 
self, as Jesus came nearer to his house, came out of 
civility to meet him; because Christ says unto him, Go thy 
tvay, as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee, ver. 13. 
but of that also, sec note on Luke vii. 1. 

17] Ver. 3.8. OAw, KaOaph^n, I will, be thouclean.] Here 
the note of Woltzogenius is this, " Hie ver£ divina Christi vis 
elucct;" Here shines forth the Divine power of Christ, that he 
could do so great things only by his command: so also Moses 
says, the world was created by God, saying, Let there be 
light, and there was light, (Gen. i. 3.) And on those words, 
ver. 8. only say the word and thy servant shall be healed, &c. 
he saith, he represents the faith of the centurion, concern- 
ing our Lord's Divine power, thus : If I, who am subject to 
the power of another, liave so much power over my servants, 
that they instantly do whatever I would have them, how 
much more shall all things which thou requestest be done at 
thy word and command, " qui nullius potestati subjectus 
es/' who art subject to the power of none? And how can he 
deny him to be God, in whom shines forth that Divine 
power, which God exerted in the creation of the world, and 
at whose word all things that he commandeth must be 
done, and who is subject to the power of none? Surely 
this faith of the centurion may induce us to conclude with 
St. Jerome on the place, Quod intra corporis tegmen Di- 
vinitatem latentem videret. 

[°] Ver. 11, 12. Alyw hi vfxlv, on 7roXXol otto -avaroktov Kal 
$v<tjjL(1>v ffcowt, Kal avaK\&{}<rovrai /JLtra'AfipaajJi — Iv rg )3a- 
mXtia tu>v ovpavtov, And I say unto you, That many shall 
come from the east, and from the west, and shall sit down 
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
heaven, &a] For the right understanding of these words, 
note, 

First, That to lie down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heaven, doth not here signify to enjoy 
everlasting happiness in heaven with them, but only to be- 
come the sons of Abraham through faith, (Gal.iii. 7.) and 
so to be blessed with faithful Abraham; (ver. 9.) to have 
the blessing of Abraliam coming on them, that thpj may re- 
ceive the promise of the Spirit; (ver. 14.) through faith in 
Clirist, to be the seed of Abraliam, and heirs according to the 
promise ; (ver. 29.) viz. the promise made to Abraham, (Gen. 
xii. 3.) renewed to Isaac, (Gen. xxvi. 4.) and confirmed to 
Jacob, (Gen. xxviii. 14.) and to be, according to Isaac,i/*e 
children of the promise. (Gal. iv. 28.) This, saith Christ, 
shall be the blessing of the believing gentiles, they shall be 
sons of Abraham, and heirs of the promises made to the pa- 
triarchs, and mentioned by all the prophets of the Old 
Testament; whereas the unbelieving Jews, wanting the 
faith of Abraham, shall be deprived of the blessings pro- 
mised to his seed ; for they who seek to enter, arid shall not 
he able, because the Master hath shut to his door, (Lukcxiii. 
24, 25.) are those Jews who sought for righteousness by the 
works of the law, and not by faith, and therefore found it 



not; (Rom. ix. 31, 32. xt. 7.) who entered not into the rest 
prepared for them, by reason of their unbelief, (Heb. iii. 18, 
19. iv. 2. 5.) and/rom whom the kingdom of God was taken 
away; (Matt. xxi. 43.) they are they who shall say to 
Christ, We have eaten and drunk before thee, and thou hast 
taught in our streets, (Luke xiii. 2G.) which could be said 
only by the Jews. 

Secondly, Observe that this kingdom of God is repre- 
sented here, and elsewhere, as a nuptial solemnity, or a 
banquet, at which the guests sit down with the master of 
the feast. Now these banquets were usually made at night, 
and continued long in the night; hence were they called 
coence convivales, suppers,* 6^t yap dunvuv anb 7rpa£twv, be- 
cause they were wont to sup late, after they had done their 
business, saith Plutarch; thus have we mention of a great 
supper, Luke xiv. 16. of the supper of the Lamb, Rev. 
xix. 7. and of the bridegroom coming at midnight to his 
supper, Matt. xxv. 6. Hence at those suppers the house 
of reception was filled with lights, called SaScc> AajuTra&c', 
\vkvuv, <pavot, in Athenseusf and Plutarch, J i.e. torches, 
lamps, candles, and lanterns; and so they who were ad- 
mitted to the banquet h?id the benefit of the light: but they, 
who were shut out, or could not enter, were in darkness; 
whence the unhappy state of those, who were excluded 
from the kingdom of God, or from a state of future happi- 
ness, is frequently expressed by their being cast out into 
outer darkness, ver. 12. (see Matt. xxii. 13. xxv. 30.) and 
because they, who "were thus shut out from the marriage- 
feast, were not only exposed to shame, but also to cold 
and hunger, therefore is it added, there shall be weeping, 
and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. Qlakt. xiii. 42. Luke xiii. 
28.) And, oh! how contrary is this prediction of our Lord 
to the vain opinions of the Jews, who w T crc wont to say, 
that all Israel should have a portion in the world to come; 
but the heathens (say they) are to be fuel for hell-fire; (Pirk. 
Eliezer, cap. 9. sect. 4.) whereas our Saviour here de- 
clareth, that these heathens should sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven; and they, the 
children of the kingdom, should be cast into outer darkness. 

Thirdly, Observe, for explication of other places relating 
to these banquets and nuptial-feasts^ that they, who were 
invited to them, entered by a gate designed to receive 
them; whence Christ, by whom wc enter into this mar- 
riage-feast, compares himself to a gate, Johnx. 1, 2. 7. 9. 
Now this gate, at the time when the guests invited were 
to come, was made narrow, the wicket only being left open, 
and the porter standing there, that they who were not bid- 
den to the marriage might not rush into it. Hence Christ 
exhorts the Jews to enter in at the strait gate; (Matt. vii. 
13, 14. Luke xiii. 24.) f. e. to strive to enter into the king- 
dom of heaven, and be made partakers of the blessings of 
it, before it was taken from them. Lastly, When all that 
were invited were once come, the door was presently shut, 
and was not to be opened any more to them, who stood 
knocking without: so after the wise virgins had entered 
with the bridegroom, the gate teas shut, and was not opened 
to the foolish virgins, who stood knocking without. (Matt. 
xxv. 11.) And in this sense are we to understand thoso 
words of Christ, (Luke xiii. 24, 25.) Many shall seek to 
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enter, and shall not be able; viz. not for want of any grace 
sufficient on God's part, but because of their coming too 
late, after the gate is shut, and the bridegroom is entered ; 
as is apparent from the reason of that admonition, Strive 
to enter in at the strait gate, for many will seek to enter in, 
and shall not be able, when once the master of the house is 
risen up, and hath shut the door. 

p] Ver. 14. EZSe rrjv TrcvScpav airov, &c. And when Jesus 
came unto Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and 
sick of a fever.] Learn hence, saith Theophylact, that mar- 
riage is no hinderance to virtue, since the chief of the apo- 
s/Zeshadhis wife. Brugensis here notes, that it is written 
of Peter only that he had a wife ; but that this is not ex- 
actly true, see note on 1 Cor. vii. 8. and on ix. 5. More- 
over we read in the interpolated Ignatius,* wepl Uirpov kol 
Tlavkov kcu rtjv aXXwv a7rooroXwv tolq yafxoig TrpoaofiikYiGav- 
twv, of Peter and Paul, and other apostles that were mar- 
ried. St. Basilf reckons among those that were married, 
nfapov kcl\ Tovg Xoi7Touc r&v aTToaroXcjv, Peter and the rest of 
the apostles. And St. Ambrose J saith, that " omnes apo- 
stoli,exceptis Johanneet Paulo, uxores habuisse dicuntur," 
all the apostles, except John and Paul, are said to have 
wives. See many other testimonies in Cotelerius's notes § 
on the epistle of Ignatius to the Philadelphians. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 1G. 'O^tac Sc ycvojulvrje, and when the even was 
come.] The Jews kept their sabbath from evening to even- 
,ing, according to those words, (Lev. xxiii. 32.) from even 
to even shall ye celebrate your sabbath ; and therefore, when 
it began to be dark, before the sabbath, Nehemiah com- 
mands the gates of Jerusalem to be shut; (Neh.xiii. 19.) 
and the author of Cosri |[ saith, " non ingrcditur nisi oc- 
cumbente sole," the sabbath doth not enter but when the 
sun is set, as St. Mark and St. Luke speak. (See Lightfoot 
on the place.) 

[ n ] Ver. 17. Avroc rag avStvtiag fifi^v cXajSc, Tliat it might 
be fulfilled which ivas spoken by the prophet, saying, He 
himself took our infirmities, and bore our sicknesses.] This is 
one of those places from which interpreters conclude, a 
prophecy is said to be fulfilled only by way of accommo- 
dation, though not according to the intention of the pro- 
phet. But I conceive without just ground: for, first, the 
Jews themselves did think this passage of the prophet re- 
lated to the curing their diseases, as well as the procuring 
remission of their sins; for thus they speak, the name of 
the Messiah is the leper of the house of Rabbi, as it is said, 
Surely he bore our infirmities. And, We esteemed him, 
#03 Isa. liv. 4. quasi leprosum, as a leper, saith St Jerome 
and the Vulgar, a^fifiivov lv a^p ovra, Symma. and Aquila; 
now a(j>rj, say Hesychius, Suidas, and Phavorinus, is i) 
Xpoia ttjq Xi-rrpae, the colour of the leprosy. (See Lev. xiv. 
32, 35.) And again, If the Messias be among the living, 
Ilabbona Ilakkedosh is he, as being one who bears our in- 
firmities: and seeing Christ, by healing our diseases, took 
away the temporal punishment of our sins, (see the note 
on ix. 2.) and said to some of them he healed, thy sins are 
forgiven thee, why might not this prophecy be twice ful- % 
filled, when, by taking away their diseases, he took away 
the temporal punishment of their sins, and when, by suffer- 
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ing on the cross, he procured a full remission of the guilt 
of their iniquities? 

[ n ] Ver. 22. Kai a<ptg tovq vtKpovg SaxpaiTovg iavr&v vttcpovg, 
And let the dead bury their dead.] That of vticpol, the dead, 
in Scripture doth often signify, not those who in a natural 
sense are dead by dissolution of the soul and. body, but 
those who in a spiritual sense are so, by being alienated 
from the life of 6od, and dead in trespasses and sins, see 
note on 1 Pet. iv. 6. Thus, Clemens of Alexandria* saith, 
that, lv rijj j3apj3apo>v tptkoaotpiq, 'vttcpovg KaXovm rovg Itarivov- 
rag rtjv Soy/tzartov, koi Ka%viroTa%avTctQ rbv vovv toiq traBwi 
Tolg xpvxiicotg, the philosophy of the barbarians called them 
dead who deserted their, doctrines, and subjected their minds 
to sensual passions ; anil Origen,f That the Pythagoreans 
placed coffins in their room, symbolically to represent that 
death; and Philo styles this the death of the soul, Ivrv/*- 
j3cvo)uIvtjc -rraOiat koi Kaiciaig cnraaaig, entombed in passions 
and all wickedness, (legis alleg. lib. i. p. 45.) Here then 
Christ teacheth, that when we are called by him to the pro- 
motion of the gospel, and the salvation of men's souls, we 
should not suffer earthly business, which may be done as 
well by others, who are unfit to be employed in spirituals, 
to give us the least hinderance from setting instantly upon 
that work. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 26. Ti $u\oi l<rrz, oXiyoTrurroi ; Why are ye fearful, 
Oye of little faith?] Here I conceive it may be useful to lay 
down the indications of a weak and little faith, that \ye 
may guard ourselves against them. And, 

First, The fears and jealousies of pious persons betray 
the weakness of their faith, as is apparent from this ques- 
tion, Wliy are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Now such 
are not only those evil fears, which terrify us from the per- 
formance of our duty, but our irrational ancTsuperstitious 
fears of being left alone, or in the dark, the fear of evil 
spirits, and the like; and also all anxious and tormenting 
fears of what hereafter may befal ourselves, our Christian 
brethren, or the sincere and living members of Christ's 
body: a fear of caution, which renders us industrious to 
prevent the evil, may be useful in this case; but a fear of 
diffidence becomes not the good Christian; He (saith the 
Psalmist) whose heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord, will not 
be thus afraid of evil tidings. (Psal. cxii. 7.) 

Secondly, Our doubtings and despondings in the time 
of peril demonstrate the weakness of our faith, according 
to that saying of our Lo^rd to Peter, when he began to sink, 
O thou of little faith, wherefore dost thou doubt? (Matt. 
xiv. 31.) They, then, who doubt of God's assistance in 
the time of danger, or do suspect he may desert them in the 
needful hour, are weak in faith. 

Thirdly, Our anxious solicitude for any temporal con- 
cern, and our perplexing cares for these enjoyments, shew 
we are men of little faith, for our heavenly Father knoweth 
how far we have need of these things; and hence our Sa- 
viour argues thus, If God so clothed the lilies of the field, if 
he feed the fowls of the air, will he not natch more clothe 
and feed you, O ye of tittle faith? (Matt. vi. 30.) He, 
therefore, who suspects the kindness of his heavenly Fa- 
ther in these inferior concerns, either mistrusts his power, 
as did the unbelieving Jews, saying, Can God prepare a 
table in the wilderness ? or else cdiiceivcs his goodness to 
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his faithful servants may be less than to the meanest of his 
creatures. And, 

Fourthly, Our impatience under trouble argues our want 
of faith; for he that believeth tvill not make haste. (Isa. 
xxviii. 1G.) Our duo persuasions of God's paternal lov© 
towards us will engage us to possess our souls in patience, 
and tarry tho Lord's leisure, and wait contentedly for any 
blessing ho hath promised, as knowing it will surely come 
in its most proper season, and when tho wisdom of our 
heavenly Father sees we are best fitted to enjoy it. 

[ w ] Vcr. 27. 01 avtfiot koLv SaXaacra iiraicovovaiv avr$, The 
tvinds and the sea obey him.] It being so often made the 
property of God, to still the raging of the sea, (Psal. lxv. 7. 
cvii. 25. 29.) itis not to be wondered that Christ's disciples 
should conceive there must be a Divine power in him who 
could perform such things. 

[ u ] Vcr. 28. K YTT7\vrr\aav abr$ Svo dattiovi%6fitvoi, There met 
him two possessed with the devil, Markii.5. A man pos- 
sessed with an unclean spirit, so Luko riii. 27.] See this re- 
conciled in note on Mark v. 2. 

[ 1(r ] Vcr. 29. Tl vfitv Kai ao\ ; Wliat have we to do with thee ?] 
Schmidius here shews, that this is not a form of speaking 
proper to the Jews and Hellenists only, it being used by 
good Greek authors, who had no converse with them. So 
Arrian upon Epictetus,Tt^uiv kcl\ avru>; Wliat have we to do 
with him? (Lib. i. cap. 1. p. 85.) 

[ 1? ] ^HX&ec SiZt 7r/o6 Kcttpov fiaaavtaai vfiag\ Art thou 
come hither to torment us before the time?] That fiaaavhat 
should hero signify only to imprison these demons, or send 
them to the place of their restraint, a reverend person 
argues, because the word fiaoavtt>w sometimes signifies to 
imprison, and fiaaaviaral gaolers. (Matt, xviii. 34.) And, 
secondly, because they entreat, Luke viii.31.thathc would 
not command them to go out, etc afivaaov, that is, into hell. 
But (1.) j3a<rav#w never signifies to restrain but in order to 
punishment or torment, to extort the truth ; and fiaaavtcrnjs 
only signifies a gaoler, because it is his office to torture 
and to punish men. And (2.) they who do afterward en- 
treat not to be sent into the abyss, had formerly entreated 
not to be tormented, ver. 28. which shews that to be tor- 
mented, vcr. 28. and to be sent to the abyss, ver. 31. were 
two different things. That it rather signifies to torment and 
punish them, may be gathered from the words of another 
unclean spirit, parallel to these, Wliat have we to do with 
thee? art thou come anoXiaai vfiag, to [destroy us? Marki. 
24. Luke iv. 34. (2.) From these words, 7rpo xatpov, Art 
thou come to do this to tts before the time of torments ? For, 
though the devils do at present believe and tremble, (James 
ii. 19.) yet are they not at present tormented in the flames 
prepared for the devil and his angels, but only are reserved 
in chains of darkness to the day of judgment to be punished ; 
(2 Pet. ii.4. Jude6.)then Satan is to be cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone ; (Rev. xx. 21.) at present he walks to and 
fro through the face of the whole earth, (Job i. 7.) and goes 
about Jike a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 
(1 Pet. v. 8.) 

[ 18 ] Ver. 31. 01 ll Satfiovss TrapeKaXovv abrbv, TJlC devils 
entreated him.'] Some are of opinion, that the persons re- 
presented in the New Testament as demoniacs, were only 
persons afflicted with some strange diseases, fits of the 
mother, convulsions, falling sickness, and the like ; but this 
cavil may be evidently confuted, 



First, From the Scriptures and ecclesiastical writers, 
which make a constant and a plain distinction betwixt 
these two things, the curing diseases, and the casting out of 
devils. So Matt. iv. 24. They brought to him all sick peo- 
ple, that were taken with divers diseases, and those which 
were jwssessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, 
and had the palsy, and he healed them; and Matt. x. 1. He 
gave to the apostles power against unclean spirits to cast 
them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and diseases; 
Mark i. 34. He healed many that were sick of divers dis- 
eases, and cast out many devils. So also Luke iv. 40, 41. 
Tlie Christians (saith Ircnseus*) truly cast out devils, and 
heal the sick by imposition of hands. They cast out devils, 
and heal many diseases, saith Origen.f How many honest 
men have by us been healed, or freed from devils? saith 
Tertullian.J 

Secondly, This will be farther evident from many cir- 
cumstances relating to the devils to be cast out, or actually 
rejected. As, v. g. that Christ suffered not the devils to speak, 
because they knew him (Mark i. 34.) to be the Christ ; (Luke 
iv. 41.) that they said, Thou art the Christ the Son of God; 
(Luke iv, 41.) that they expostulate with Christ, saying, 
What have we to do with thee, art thou come to destroy us ? 
art thou come to torment us before the time? and pray that he 
tvouldnot torment them; that they ask his leave to enter 
into theswine,and being entered hurry them down into the 
sea, and beg tltey may not be sent out of the country ; that 
they acknowledge that their name was Legion, there being 
many of them which possessed one man. (Mark v. 1.14. 
Luke viii. 27. 33.) Now to make all these sayings the ef- 
fects of a disease, or to conceive that Christ spake thus 
to a disease, is too great an evidence of one that is himself 
diseased. For, 

Thirdly, Christ sometimes puts questions to these de- 
mons, asking their names, sometimes commands them to 
be silent, and sometimes to come out of a man, and enter no 
more into him, (Mark i. 25. ix. 25. Luke iv. 41.) 

Fourthly, This we may argue from the symptoms of these 
demoniacs, their being of such strength, that no chain or 
fetters could bind them. (Mark v. 3.) Nor could the dis- 
eased persons fear to be destroyed, tormented, sent out of 
the country, or into the abyss, by Christ. 

Obj. If it be said that we find no mention of persons thus 
possessed with the devil among Jews or gentiles before our 
Saviour's advent, nor have wo any experience of any such 
thing, either among the Christians or in the heathen world, 
and therefore cannot easily believe it was so then: 

Ans. I answer, That the falsehood of this suggestion, 
that men possessed with evil spirits were not known among 
the Jews in former ages, hath been proved from the plain 
testimonies of Josephus, Justin Martyr, and Ircnaeus, in 
the general preface to the Epistles. 

And that among the heathens there were persons thus 
possessed, is there proved also from the testimonies of 
Plutarch, Lucian, Justin Martyr, and Origen ; so that it is 
certain that the history of Christ and his apostles casting 
out devils in Judea, and of Christians casting them out 
throughout the world, was therefore never questioned by 
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Jew or gentile ; because they had among themselves in 
every place pretenders to it. 

Obj. 2. Whereas it is objected, That to have a devil, and 
be mad, are joined together as the same thing, John x. 20. 
and to be lunatic, and have a devil, Matt. xvii. 15. 18. and 
is hence inferred that these diseases were the same as de- 
vils; and, according to the Jewish phrase, gave occasion 
to the being said, such persons were possessed with a devil : 

Ans. To this 1 answer, That I have sufficiently confuted 
this cavil in this note, by shewing, both from the sacred re- 
cords and the writings of the fathers, that there is a con- 
stant and plain "distinction betwixt these two things, the 
curing of diseases and the casting out of devils. 

[ 19 ] 'Eir'tTpepov vpiv, Suffer us.] He only therefore sent 
them into the herd of swine, (Mark v. 12.) by permitting 
them to enter into them ; and this he did, saith Grotius, to 
convince the Greeks, who lived in this place, and kept 
these swine, of the sacredness of the Jewish laws, which 
they ridiculed, especially on the account of the prohibition 
to cat swine's flesh. 

CHAR IX. 

1. AND he entered into a ship, and passed over (a part 
of the sea of Galilee), and [*] came into his own city (Ca- 
pernaum). 

2. And (a rumour being spread, that he was in the house, 
Markii. 1. as indeed he teas, sitting and teaching a multi- 
tude so great, that the house cnid porch could not receive 
them; andhealing them by his Divine poxher, in presence of 
the pharisees and doctors of the lata, who came from Galilee, 
Judea, and Jerusalem, Luke v. 17.) behold, they brought to 
him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed, (carried by four 
persons, who being not able to come- to him for the press, 
they uncovered the roof of the upper chamber where he was, 
and let dotvn the bed to him : see the note on Mark ii. 3.) 
[ 2 ] and Jesus seeing their faith [ 3 ] said unto the sick of the 
palsy, Son, be of good cheer; thy sins are forgiven thee. 

3. And, behold, certain of the scribes ( and pharisees 
sitting there) said within themselves, (i. e. in tlieir hearts, 
Mark ii. 6. and in their private discourses, Luke v. 21.) This 
man blasphemcth (making himself a god, for who can for- 
give sins but God only? Luke v. 21.) 

4. And Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, Wherefore 
think you evil in your hearts (concerning me for these 
words)? 

5. For [ 4 ] whether is easier to say, Thy sins be forgiven 
thee ; or to say, Arise (take up thy bed), and walk ? (which 
is a certain indication that the sins, which brought upon him 
that disease, are pardoned, or that this punishment of them 
is remitted.) 

G. But (I choose to say the first), [ 5 ] that ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power (even ivhilst he is) on earth 
to forgive sins; then (turning from them) saith he to the 
sick of the palsy, Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thy 
house. 

7. And he arose ( took up his bed), and departed to his 
house. 

8. But (and) when the multitude saw it, they marvelled, 
and glorified God, which had given such power unto men, 
(acknowledging they never saw it so before, Mark ii. 12.) 

9. And -as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw [ 6 ] a 



man, named Matthew, (or Levi, the son ofAlpheus, Mark ii. 
14. Luke v. 27.) sitting at the receipt of custom (or toll- 
booth): and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he (leaving 
all things) arose, and followed him, ( and made him a 
great supper in his home, Luke v. 29.) 

, 10. And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the 
house (of Matthew), behold, many publicans and sinners 
came and sat down with him and his disciples. 

11. And when the pharisees saw it, they (murmuring) 
said unto his disciples, [ 7 ] Why eateth your Master with 
publicans and sinners? (xvhy doth he, who prof esseth him- 
self a prophet, and a holy man, defile himself by touching, 
and vilify himself by conversing, with such men ?) 

12. But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, (Such 
more especially need my help, for) they that be whole need 
not a physician, but they that be sick. 

13. 'But (for your farther satisfaction in this matter) go 
ye and learn what that (of the prophet Hosea, vi. 6.) mean- 
eth, [ 8 ] I will have mercy, and not sacrifice (and how it suits 
with this action of mine): [ 9 ]for I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance (and must not be di- 
verted from such acts of mercy by your rules). ■ 

14. Then (it being a day on tvhich the disciples of 
John and the pharisees fasted, Mark ii. 18.) came to him the 
disciples of John, saying (to Jesus), [ 10 ] Why do we and 
the pharisees fast oft, (even ttvice a week, Luke xviii. 12.) 
but thy disciples fast not, (but eat and drink on our fasting 
days? Luke v. 33.) 

15. And Jesus said unto them, [ n ] Can the children of 
the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with 
them (is this fit or tisual in such cases)? but (as for my 
disciples) the days will come, when the bridegroom shall 
(by death) be taken from them, and then shall they fast. 

16. (And he said also by way of parable, Luke v. 36.) 
f 12 ] No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old gar- 
ment; for (if so) that which is put in to fill it up taketh 
from the garment, and the rent is made worse. 

17. Neither do men put new wine into old (leather) 
bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, 
and (so) the bottles perish : but they put new wine into 
new bottles, and both are preserved: (so in like manner my 
young disciples, taken not from the schools or academies, as 
perhaps ihose of John and the pharisees might be, but from 
their fishing trades, must not presently be put to such severe 
tasks, for tvhich they are not yet strong enough, lest they 
should be discouraged, and fall from me.) 

18. While he spake these things to them, behold, there 
came a certain [ 13 ] ruler (of the synagogue, Jairus by name, 
Mark xv. 22. Luke viii. 41.) and worshipped him, saying, 
My daughter [ 14 ] is even now dead : (Gr. is dead by this 
time, for when I came from my house she was at her last 
gasp, Mark v. 23.) but come and lay thy hand upon her, 
and she shall live. 

19. And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his 
disciples, (and a great multitude who pressed upon him, 
Mark v. 24. Luke viii. 42.) 

20. And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an 
issue of blood twelve years, (and had spent all that' she had 
upon the physicians, and was nothing better, but rather 
grew worse, Mark v. 26. Luke viii. 43.) camo behind him, 
[ l5 ]and touched the hem of his garment: (and presently the 
issue of her blood ivas stanched, Mark v. 29.) - 
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21. For she (had) said within herself, If I may but 
touch his garment, I shall be whole. 

22. But Jesus (knowing that virtue was gone out of him) 
turned him about (to the multitude, and said, Who touched 
me?) and when he saw her (that had done so, and heard 
her tell the reason why she had done it, Luko viii. 45. 47.) 
he said (unto her), Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith 
hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole 
from that hour. 

[Luke viii. 49. While he was thus speaking, there cometh 
one from the ruler of the synagogue's house, saying to him, 
Thy daughter is dead, trouble not the Master. Ver. 50. But 
when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying. Fear not, be- 
lieve only, and she shall be made whole.'] 

23. And when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and 
saw the minstrels, and (heard) the people making a noise 
(as at a funeral solemnity), 

24. He said unto them, Give place : for [ l6 ] the maid is 
not dead, but sleepeth (i. e. she shall be raised from it, as it 
were out of sleep). And they laughed him to scorn. . 

25. But when the people were put forth, (Peter, James, 
and John, and the father and mother of the damsel being only 
left, Mark v.40.) he went in, and took her by the hand (and 
said unto her, Daughter, arise ; and her spirit returned unto 
her), and the maid arose, (and walked, being twelve years 
old; and he commanded that something should be given her to 
eat, to strengthen her, and confirm them that she was alive, 
Luke viii. 54,55.) 

26. And the fame thereof went abroad into all the land, 
(though he straitly charged them to tell 7io man of it, Luke 
viii. 50.) 

27. And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men 
followed him, crying, and saying, Thou son of David, (of 
whom the prophet Isaiah hath foretold, that he should open 
the eyes of the blind, xxix. 11. xxxv. 5. xlii. 7.) have mercy 
on us. 

28. And when he was come into the house, the blind 
men came to him : and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye 
that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord. 

29. Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to 
your faith be it unto you. 

30. And their eyes were opened ; and Jesus strictly 
charged them, saying, [ 17 ] See that no man know it. 

31. But they, when they were departed, spread abroad 
his fame in all that country. 

32. And as they went out (of the city), behold, they 
brought to him a dumb man possessed with a devil. 

33. And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake, 
and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was never so seen 
in Israel. 

3-4. But the pharisees said, He casteth out devils 
through (Beelzebub, Luke xi. 15. who is) the prince of the 
devils. 

35. , And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every dis- 
ease among the people. 

30. But (and) when he, saw the multitudes (that fol- 
lowed him), he was moved with compassion on them, be- 
cause [ 10 ] they fainted (or strayed), and were scattered 
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd, (and he taught them 
many things, Mark vi.34.) 



37. Then saith he to his disciples, [«] The harvest is 
plenteous, but the labourers are few (i. e. there be many 
who are willing to receive instruction, but few who are fit to 
give it to them); 

38. Pray yo therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
will send forth labourers into his harvest (to instruct those 
aright who are ready to receive instruction). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. IX. 

['] Ver. 1. E'lS rfjv tSfev ir6\iv, Into his own city.] That 
is, into Capernaum; (Mark ii. 1.) Christ liaving left Naza- 
reth, to go to dwell at Capernaum. (Matt.iv. 13.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. Kal 2So>v 6 'Irjo-ouc ttjv nioTiv ahrwv, And Jesus 
seeing their faith.] i. e. The faith of those who let down 
the sick of the palsy : whence it is evident, that the faith of 
others may prevail for the obtaining temporal and corporal 
blessings. Thus, in the preceding chapter, ver. 13. the 
faith of the centurion prevails to heal his servant; and 
here, ver. 33. the devil is cast out of a dumb and deaf man, 
who had no tongue to ask it, through the faith of them that 
brought him. Thus the daughter of Jairus is raised, Luke 
viii. 50. and the unclean spirit is cast out of the son, by the 
father's faith, Mark ix. 22, 23. Note also, that Theophy- 
lact here adds, koi clvtov tov TrapaXvTtKOv, and the faith of the 
paralytic; for, saith he, had he not believed he should be 
healed, he would not have consented to their action. 

[ 3 ] Et7T£ rq> TrapakvTiKi^, atyliovrai <roi at afiapTlai gov, He 
said to tlie sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins are forgiven 
thee.] Sliewing (saith Theophylact) that diseases, and chiefly 
palsies, proceed from sin, he first speaks of forgiving them : 
but then it must be noted, that our Lord here speaks of re- 
mission, not of the eternal punishments, but of the tem- 
poral punishments, inflicted for sin. (1.) Because this 
remission is obtained by the faith of others; whereas, the 
enjoyment of spiritual and eternal blessings in persons ca- 
pable of faith, depends on their own faith alone. -(2.) Be- 
cause our Saviour saith, it is -as easy to say, Tliy sins be 
forgiven thee; as to say, Rise up, and walk? which conse- 
quence seems not to be good, if we take remission of sins 
in the highest sense; since, by the example of the apostles 
and seventy disciples, it appears, they might have power of 
healing such diseases, who had no power of forgiving the 
eternal punishments of sin. Moreover, it is usual in Scrip- 
ture, and was so among the Jews, to represent bodily afflic- 
tions, miseries, and diseases, as the effects of sin, accord- 
ing to the common proverb, " Nisi essent peccata, non 
essent flagella;" Were there no sins, there would be no 
chastisements : hence is the inquiry of the disciples, touch- 
ing the man born blind, Who hath sinned, he or his parents, 
that he should be born blind? (John ix. 2.) and to the para- 
lytic, Christ, having heard him, speaks thus, Behold, thou 
art made whole : sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto 
thee. (John v. 14.) For the law of Moses threatened va- 
rious kinds of diseases to the transgressors of it, Deut. 
xxviii. 21, 22. and when they were remitted, these diseases • 
were removed ; according to those words of Isaiah, (xxxiii. 
24.) Tlie inJiabitants shall not say that they are sick; the 
people that are there shall be forgiven their iniquity : and it 
is also usual in the Old and the New Testament, to intimate 
deliverance from corporal diseases by remission of sins; 
as when the prophet saith to David, 2 Sam.xii. 13. Tlie 
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Lord hath taken away thy sin; thou shalt not die for it: 
and, 2 Chron. vii. 14. J tvilt be merciful to their iniquities, 
and taill heal their land: so what is worded thus, Matt 
ix. 22. Tliy faith hath saved thee; is, Mark v. 34. Thou art 
made whole. 

[*] Ver. 5. Tt yap luriv tvKoirJjTtpov uttuv; Whether is it 
easier to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; . or to say, Rise up, 
and tvalk?] They who here tell us, it is therefore easier to 
say the first; because he cannot so easily be disproved; 
who promiseth a thing invisible, as he who engagcth to do 
that which is the object of our senses ; do not compare to- 
gether the thing* to be done, but only the ways of knowing 
when they are not done: they therefore interpret these 
words better, who say, that it must be as easy to say, do 
the one, as to say with effect the other ; it being indeed the 
same thing to say, Thy sins, that is, the temporal punish- 
ments of them, are forgiven ; and to say, Be thou healed, or 
Rise up and walk effectually; seeing by being freed from 
the disease, which was the temporal punishment of sin, it 
was manifest that sin was thus far forgiven. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 6. "iva Si Alrjfrt on i^ovaiav ex" ° ™°C T0V avOpJjTrov 
£7rl ttjs yfc d<piivai Tag afiaprlag, but that ye may know the 
Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins.'] k e. Of 
absolving or releasing men from the temporal punishments 
of sin, whilst he is in his state of humiliation; for that Christ 
speaks here only of the temporal punishments of sin, is 
evident, not only from what hath been already said, but 
also from the effect ; Christ only giving him power to rise 
up, and walk. Moreover, that Christ here * speaks of a 
power inherent in him, and not only of the power of God 
assisting him, as it did the apostles, when they healed dis- 
eases, is evident; because, had Christ only pronounced, 
that the sins of this paralytic were remitted by God, and 
the cure performed by his power, the pharisces could have 
had no cause to be offended with him, and much less to 
have accused him of blasphemy. 

Lastly, Observe, that by this power the distemper of 
this paralytic was healed instantly ; which shews the power 
that did effect it was Divine; that power only being able 
instantly to cure diseases by a word. Hence do the fathers 
conclude, our Lord was God as well as man : so Irenoeus,* 
By remitting the sin, he cured the man, and manifestly 
shewed who he was; for, if none can remit sins but God, and 
yet our Lord did remit them, and cure the man, it is mani- 
fest, that he was both the Word of God, and the Son of 
man, receiving power of remission of sins from his Father, 
as God and man: and Novatian,f If only God canremit sins, 
and yet Christ remitted them, " merito Christus est Deus," 
he is truly God. The Jews here say, that it was proper 
to God to forgive sins; and this Christ denies not, but only 
proves, that the Son of man had this power also, leaving 
them to make the inference. The multitude, indeed, glori- 
fied God who had given this power to men; in which words, 
though there was a mistake in thinking that Christ wrought 
his miracles as the prophets did; not by an internal power 
residing in them, but only by the assistance of the power 
of God; yet seeing even this acknowledgment tended to 
the confirmation of Christ's prophetic office, and so to in- 
duce them to embrace all Christ's doctrines and instruc- 
tions, as the word of God, they by this glorified God, 
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through our Lord Jesus Christ. Theophylact here adds, 
That our Lord bid the paralytic carry his bed, partly \ va ^ 
<pavraaia Sofy, to shew the cure was real, and not imaginary 
only; and partly to convince the multitude of the miracle 
thus done by ocular demonstration. 

H* Ver. 9. A man named Matthew.] That this Matthew 
here was the same with Levi, in St. Mark and Luke,, see 
note on Luke v. 27. 

[*] Ver. 11. Aiart fifra twv rfXwvwv tcai a/zaprwAwv ladiu 6 
StSao-KaXoc i/zwv; Why eateth your master with publicans' 
and sinners?] The pharisees looked upon publicans and 
great sinners as if they had been heathens, thinking it a sin 
even to converse with them, though it were to convert them 
from the evil of their ways; objecting this to the reproach 
of Christ, that he was a friend to publicans and sinners: 
(Matt. xi. 19.) hence saith our Saviour of him that would 
not hear the church. Let him be to thee as a heathen and 
publican ; i. e. abstain from any farther converse and fami- 
liarity with him. (Matt, xviii. 17.) And if you love them 
that love you only, or lend to them only that lend to you 
again, what do you more than others ? do not publicans and 
heathens, (Matt. v. 46.) and sinners, (Luke vi. 32, 33.) the 
same? And they bore the same character among the hea- 
thens: so the scholiast* upon those words of Aristopha- 
nes, Kat TfXwv7jv,.Kai <papayya; jcal x«p v j3Stv ap7rayfjc> a pub- 
lican,and a whirlpit, and a gulf of rapine: and Suidas 
notes, That 8iafii($\t)TO to tsXvvov ovofxa Tapa rote vaXaiolg, 
the very name of publican was infamous to the ancients. 
Theocritus says, That bears and lions were the most savage 
beasts in the mountains; but in the cities, Tt\u>vai, publi- 
cans and sycophants. (Apud Stob. Serm.2. p. 31.) And 
in Apollodorus they arc joined with thieves and dissolute 
men, kX£ttt£i, tsAwvcT, pa&ovpyti. (Stob. Serm. 44. p. 307.) 
Cicero f declares, The name and office was very grievous 
to the Greeks, and insinuates, that it was not much less ab- 
horred among the Romans; and well it might be, since Sui- 
das out of an old author agrees so exactly with Aristopha- 
nes, declaring, That the life of a publican was, Uappr\ataa- 
ltivr\ fiia,avtmTifxr}T6g apirayn, an open and free violence, and 
unpunished rapine, avaiaxwTog irXtovttya, avalSrig Ipiropia, 
Trpay/xaTBia Xoyov /xfi %xov<ra, a shameless covetousness, an 
impudent merchandise, an unreasonable negotiation : whence 
Tacitus % not only speaks, " de novis acerbitatibus, et illi- 
citis exactionibus publieanorum,"o/<fte new grievances and 
unlawful exactions of the publicans ; but adds, that Nero 1 
therefore was consulting, whether he should take away all 
tributes, idque pulcherrimum donum generi mortalium da- 
ret; and St. John the Baptist requires them to exact no 
more than that which was appointed. (See Dr. Hammond 
on the place.) 

[ 8 ] Vcr.l3. y EX£ov £e\w koL ov Svvlav, I will have mercy and 
not sacrifice.] i.e. I rather will have mercy^than sacrifice: 
so Gen. xlv. 8. ovk vpug, you have not sent me, but God; 
ov yap tcaO' yfxwv, your murmuring is not against us, but 
against God, Exod. xvi. 18. ; Prov. viii.10. Receive instruc- 
tion, koI fxij apyvpiov, and not silver; and knowledge v-rrlp be- 
fore gold; Joel ii. 13. Rend your heart, and not your gar- 
ments. (See John vi. 27. 1 Cor. i. 17.) For that these 
words are not to be understood absolutely, is evident, be- 
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cause God had commanded sacrifices, and therefore could 
not absolutely say, he would not have them. 

[ 9 ] Ovyap >}A0ov Kakiaai SucatovQ, aXX afiaprwXovQ tig fitra- 
votav* For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance.] Where, by the righteous, we are not to under- 
stand those who are only righteous in their own conceits, 
such as the pharisees were, who justified themselves before 
men, (Luke xvi. 15.) and trusted to themselves that they 
were righteous, and despised others in comparison of them- 
selves: (Luke xviii. 9.) for such aro not whole, but have 
great need of tho spiritual Physician; (ver. 12.) and such, 
especially, tho gospel calleth to repentance. (Matt. iii. 
8—10. Apoc. iii. 17.) Moreover, the word sinners here im- 
ports, such persons as live in a customary practice ofsiri; 
so that the tenor of their lives is wicked, and who are there- 
fore to be called to that repentance, which consists in the 
change of their lives, from the service of sin to holiness, from 
slavery to Satan to the fear of God ; and therefore, by the 
righteous, who need no repentance, we aro not to under- I 
stand those who are entirely free from sin; for, so there is ! 
not a just man upon earth, (Job ix. 2. Eccles. vii. 20.) nor 
any man who is not a sinner; (1 Kings viii. 4G. James iii. 2. | 
1 John i. 8.) but those who are truly and sincerely righte- 
ous, have truly reformed their lives, who carefully endea- 
vour to abstain from all known sins, and set themselves 
sincerely to the performance of their whole duty both to 
God and man, and so are righteous and accepted in the 
sight of God; in which sense Job was righteous, and es- 
chezved evil; Zacharias and Elisabeth were righteous, walk- 
ing in all the commandments ofGod;(Lvikc i. 6.) and Simeon ; 
(Luke ii. 25.) and so they needed not that repentance which 
consists in the change of the life, from a course of sinning 
to living unto God. So that the argument here is double; 
(1.) That though familiar converse with sinners was in 
the general to be avoided, yet was that only on this ac- 
count, that we may not encourage them in sin, or be de- 
filed by them; and so it could not hinder that great act of 
charity and mercy to their souls, which was directed to the 
conversion of them from their evil ways; the avoiding of 
familiarity with them, being only as the precept of sacrifice, 
and therefore not to be regarded so as to obstruct that 
more important duty of shewing mercy to their souls. (2.) 
That Christ was the great spiritual physician sent to 
heal these sin-sick souls, and call them to repentance ; and 
therefore, in conversing with them, in pursuance of this 
end, he was so far from transgressing his Father's precepts, 
that he was doing the great woTk for which he was sent by 
him into tho world. Note, also, that this of the physician 
was a proverbial saying; for, when Antistbenes* was 
asked, Why he conversed with wicked men ? his answer was, 
KaX oi larpol //era ru>v vogovvtw datv, Physicians are with 
the diseased: and, when Diogenes, saith Stobaeus,+ when 
Pansanius, saith Plutarch, was asked, Why he praised the 
Lacedemonians, -but stayed not with them? he answered, 
*Ort ovSfc larpol Trapa rote vytaivovatv, ottov St oi voaovvrtg &a- 
rptfittv tlii&amv, That physicians conversed not among the 

healthy, but among the sick. (See Examen Millii here.). 
[ 10 ] Ver.l4.Atart fyutc kol oi fyapiaaiot vnartioiitv 7ro\\a;Wfiy 

do we and the pharisees fast much, but thy disciplesfast not?'] 

It is here said, by Mr. Clerc, that it was not the design of St. 
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John's disciples, to inquiro simply, Why the disciples of 
Christ did not fast, but why they iid not follow the exam- 
ple of all devout men among the Jews, who did fast often? 
But (1.) this seems to be a mistake; for they ask, why 
they did not fast at all? and our Saviours plea for them 
is, for an entire exemption from that duty whilst he was 
present with them. (2.) Were it as Mr. Clerc would 
have it/ yet is the observation of the reverend Dr. Ham- 
mond tTue and pertinent, That the disciples of John in- 
tended not to ask the reason, why they themselves fasted 
often? they being so well satisfied with the reason of that, 
that they wondered why Christ's disciples did not as they 
did: this being, saith he, truly the meaning of their ques- 
tion; Since we fast so devoutly, why do not thy disciples 
do this as well as we? 

["] Ver. 15. Mi) Svvavrai ot viol rov vvfx<pu)vog nzvOuv, &C. 
Can the children of the bridechamber mourm, as long as the 
bridegroom is with them?] The sons of the bridechamber 
are. those who are admitted into it, styled by the Grecians 
irapavvfKjiOL and -rrpd^opoc by the Latins, pronubi; by the 
Jews, shoshebinim; and their business was, to enter into 
the bridechamber, and to rejoice and exhilarate themselves 
with the bridegroom, during the time of the marriage-festi- 
val; which was, saith Dr. Lightfoot on the place, seven 
days; and these were usually <j>i\ot, rov wfi<piov, the friends 
or kindred of the bridegroom: whence St. John the Bap- 
tist represents himself, as rejoicing to hear the voice of the 
bridegroom, as being one of his friends. (John iii. 29.) So 
then the argument runs thus : I am the bridegroom, and the 
church is my bride; as long as I am here, lasts the mar- 
riage-feast, and my disciples are the children and friends 
of the bridegroom, and so are not to mourn, but to rejoice 
with me whilst this time lasts; at my death and departure 
from them, this bridegroom will be taken from them, and 
then will be the time for them to fast and mourn. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 1G,17. Ovdeig Si l7rt/3aAAa£7r/j3Xjj/xa/>aKOvc ayva<pov 
lirl Ifiart^ TraAa«£, No man putteth a piece of new cloth to 
an old garment.'] It is the opinion of many fathers and in- 
terpreters, that Christ by these two similitudes intended to 
shew, he thought it not fit at their first entrance, and before 
the Holy Spirit was come down upon his disciples, to im- 
pose the burden of fasting on them, because they were not 
fitted to bear it, by reason of their infirmity, and that they 
might be tempted by such austerities, as were frequent fast- 
ings, imposed on them, to fall off from him. And hence 
they add, that Christ, by his example, recommends this con- 
descension to weak and infirm consciences to his disciples, 
and to the ministers of the gospel; viz. not to impose upon 
them, that |3apoc hnrayiiaru>v, weight of ordinances, which 
they cannot bear: but, against this exposition Episcopius 
objects, That no reason can be assigned, why Christ's dis- 
ciples should be less able thus to fast, than the disciples of 
the Baptist, or the pharisees. To which objection I an- 
swer, That there were among the Jews, not only sects of 
the essenes and pharisees, who led an austere life, but also 
schools of the prophets;* and those frequently lived in 
mountains and deserts, and were also many of them Naza- 
rites, and consecrated to the service of God; they had also 
their academical and private schools, to train up men in 
discipline; and from these might como disciples to John 

* Carapeg. Vilring. lib. ii. cap. 7. 
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in the wilderness, and disciples to the pharisees, who 
might be trained up in those duties; whereas it is certain, 
that the disciples of our Lord. were chosen from their fish- 
ing-trade, and so came to him wholly unacquainted with 
and so unfitted for those austerities. His interpretation is 
therefore this, That it is as unfit or unseemly for his dis- 
ciples to fast, whilst he is present with them, as it is to sew 
a new piece of cloth to an old garment, or to put new wine 
into old bottles : in which interpretation I cannot acqui- 
esce, because it is manifest from both these similitudes, 
that oar Lord represents not the unfitness, but the hurt or 
damage of doing either of these things, viz. that the doing 
of the first would make the rent worse ; the doing of the 
second would endanger the breaking the bottles, and the 
spilling the wine: to which danger, the sense given by 
Episcopins hath no respect. 

[ 13 ]Ver.l8/Apx^,a ruler.'] This ruler being in St. Mark 
and Luke, apx^vaywyoc, a ruler °f tJte synagogue, it is 
not reasonable to conceive, as some do, that he was one of 
the twenty-three judges that were constituted in every city, 
but rather that he was the head or ruler of the synagogue, 
which was at Nazareth; of which rulers we have mention, 
Acts xiii. 15. xviii. 8. 17- Luke xiii. 14. (See note on 
Mark v. 22.) 

[ u ] *Apn iTtXtvrriGiv, is now dead.] This being in St. Mark 
v. 23. ttrxarwc ?x"> s ^ e is at the last extremity; the words 
must be rendered as in the paraphrase, she is by this time 
dead, and this is evident from the story; because, as 
Christ was going to the ruler's house, a messenger comes 
from it to tell him, that his daughter was now dead; 
(Luke viii. 49.) which shews, that at his coming to Christ 
she was not so, but only at the last extremity. 

I 15 ] Ver. 20. Iipo<Tz\9ov<ra omcrStv, coming behind him.] The 
woman having an issue of blood, which rendered her touch 
defiling, according to the law, seems therefore to have 
come behind him, as fearing she might not have been per- 
mitted to touch him, had her distemper been made known. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 24. Ou yap airiSaviTOKopamov aXXa KaQsvSu. For 
the maid is not dead, but sleepeth.] From this place the 
Jesuits contend for their equivocations and mental reserva- 
tions; by which they certainly deceive the hearer, who 
knows not what in their minds they do conceal, alleging, 
that when our Lord here saith, she is not dead, he reserved 
in his mind, in respect of my power '? or so as to remain 
under the power of it. But the words of Christ were 
plainly spoken to those who were preparing for her inter- 
ment, and performing the funeral rites belonging to it, and, 
therefore, only intimate, she was not so dead as that they 
needed to make these preparations, he being come to awake 
her as out of a sleep. 

[ 1T ] Ver. 30. "OparcprjScec yivoxrKko), see that no man know 
it.] That Christ should take this care, that his miracles in 
healing persons, and casting out of devils, should not be 
known, only to avoid vain-glory, seems not very reason- 
able ; this being done sufficiently by the declaration, that 
he did this by the finger of God, (Matt. xii. 28.) and that 
by these works, he sought not his own glory, but the glory 
of his Father. (John v. 41, vii. 18.) Let it then be noted ; 

First, That when he doth his miracles among the hea- 
thens, or upon them that dwelt among them,. such as were 
the Syrophcenician woman, and the woman of Paneas, or 
Gcesarea Philippi, he never imposeth silence on the per- 



son healed, but sometimes; on the contrary, bids them de- 
clare what God had done for them : so when he had cured 
the demoniac at Gadara, he bids him go to his house and 
his acquaintance, and tell them what things the Lord had 
.done for him, and how he had shewed mercy even to a 
heathen. (Mark v. 19.) And though he charged his disci- 
ples to tell no man among the Jews that he was the Christ, 
till his resurrection, (Matt, xvi, 20.) he doth himself declare 
to the Samaritan woman that he was the Messiah; (John 
iv. 25, 26.) because these things would prepare these hea- 
thens and Samaritans, when Christ was preached to them 
by his apostles, to receive their testimony. 

Secondly, Observe that the things which he forbids 
his disciples to declare, were not his miracles, but either 
his transfiguration on the mount, (Matt. xvii. 9.) or that he 
was the Christ. (Mark viii. 29, 30.) And this he only bade 
them to conceal, till he was risen from the dead ; and this 
he did, not only that their testimony of him might not be 
looked upon as a thing compacted between him and them, 
but chiefly because they were not fitted to be his witnesses 
of these things, till they had received power from on high, 
by the coming down of the Holy Ghost to do it. (Acts i. 8.) 
For he received before the testimony of John, and ap- 
pealed to it, (John v. 33.) because he was sent by God to 
bear witness of him, (John i, 6, 7.) and because the blazing 
these things abroad by his disciples that he was the Mes- 
siah, sent by God to be their Saviour ; and that God, by a 
voice from heaven, commanded all men to obey him — would 
have so far comported with that imagination of a tem- 
poral kingdom to be erected by him, and looked so like the 
sending his disciples as his heralds, to proclaim him king, 
as that it would have given too much occasion to the go- 
vernment to suspect that he designed some such thing, and 
too much colour to the accusation of the Jews, that he 
forbade men to give tribute to Ccesar, saying that he him- 
self was Christ a king. (Luke xxiii. 2.) Now, from the 
first observation we learn, that the reason why he was thus 
concerned to have his miracles concealed, must be some- 
what peculiar to the Jewish nation; and, from the second, 
that he did this chiefly to avoid all suspicion that he in- 
tended to set up any temporal kingdom, or to give occa- 
sion to any innovation, sedition, or disturbance, upon this 
account. We therefore say, 

First, With the. reverend Dr. Hammond, that he did 
this to avoid the malice of the scribes and pharisees and 
Herodians against him, who were so far from being con- 
vinced by his miracles, that they not only did blaspheme 
them, but oft consulted how they might entrap him in his 
words, and get something out of his mouth, by which they 
might accuse him as an enemy to God and Caesar. So 
when he had pronounced his woes against them, the scribes 
and pharisees began to urge him vehemently, laying snares 
for him, and seeking to get something out of his mouth, that 
they might accuse him to the government. (Luke xi. at, 
51.) When, in the parable of the kingdom of heaven, he 
had told them what was like to be their fate, they send out 
their disciples with the pharisees to entrap him in his words, 
and to put the question to him, Is it lawful to give tribute 
to Ccesar or not? (Matt. xxii. 15. 17.) And when he doth 
but covertly declare himself to be the Son of God, they are 
ready to stone him for it. (John viii. 59. x. 31.) And at 
his miracles they were so incensed, as to think of nothing 
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less than cutting him oh"; and thus, when he cured the man 
that had the withered hand, the pharisces and Hero- 
dians take counsel together how they might destroy him. 
(Mark iii. 6.) Thus, when the people, hearing his words, 
and seeing his miracles, began to be convinced by them, 
and to say that he tuas the Christ: the pharisces and high- 
• priests hearing that they murmured such things concerning 
him, send forth their servants to apprehend him. (John vii. 
30— 32.) When ho had raised Lazarus, the chief priests and 
pharisces conclude that it was expedient that he should die, 
and send forth their commands, that if any one knew where 
he ivas, he should declare it, that they might takehim. (John 
xi. 47. 49, 50.57.) That, therefore, they might not takehim 
off before his time, and that they might have less occasion 
to do it for his popularity, or the resort of multitudes unto 
him, he commands his miracles should be concealed; and 
when they could not be so, he departs from the multitudes 
into desert places; and when his fame was spread forth in 
any one country round about, he departs thenco into some 
other place. But, 

.Secondly, His chief design in thus concealing that he 
was the Christ, and giving charge not to divulge his mira- 
cles, was this, — that he might not indulge that pernicious 
conceit, which had obtained among them, that their Mes- 
siah was to be a temporal king ; for the very name of their 
Messiah being still in their Targums, Messiah the king; 
and they speaking so much of his kingdom and dominion 
over the nations, his delivering Israel, and subduing their 
enemies; had our Lord openly declared himself the Mes- 
siah before his resurrection, and exaltation to the right 
hand of God, they would easily have made this inference, 
that therefore he must be their king, their deliverer, and 
the subduer of their enemies, and would have attempted 
by tumults and seditions to set up his kingdom : thus, when 
he had fed five thousand with five little loaves and two 
small fishes, they gathering hence, that he was able to 
make provisions for an army, presently conclude that they 
would take him by force, and make him a king. (John vi. 
15.) And this causeth him to depart from. them into a 
mountain alone. And his miracles being so great a con- 
viction, that he was that Prophet that should come into the 
world, this was thought warrant enough for this attempt, 
(ver. 14.) Christ's kingdom, therefore, not being of this 
world, and, therefore, not to come with that pomp or obser- 
vation, or to the ends which they expected, and it being 
his great concern, that no sedition or disturbance of the 
civil government should be laid cither to his person or doc- 
trine, this secmeth to have been his chief reason, why he 
gave charge to those healed not to make his miracles known, 
and to his disciples not to declare that he was the Christ. 

C 18 ] Ver 3G. "On faav hXiXyfiivot, they fainted.] It is cer- 
tain that Chrysostom and Theophylact read here l<jtcv\fxivoc, 
they were tossed and ivearied, either with the burdfcns of the 
scribes and pharisces, or with going from one of these 
false guides to another; from those that bound, to those 
that loosed the same thing. But our reading, they were 
scattered from one another, comports best with the simili- 
tude of being as sheep without a shepherd. 

[ ,J >] Ver. 37. 'O plv SipurfioQ noXvg, Hie harvest indeed is 
great, hut the labourers few, &c] From this discourse of 
Christ we learn these things, worthy to be regarded by all 
the pastors of Christ's flock, viz. 



First, That he who doth not instruct his flock in the 
sincere milk of the word, and acptiaint them with the things 
belonging to their eternal peace, from a heart full of love 
to God, and to the souls committed to their charge, de- 
serves not the name of a true shepherd; for the want of 
these things in the scribes and pharisces, made Christ 
complain that the Jews were as sheep without a shepherd. 

Secondly, That where the harvest is great, and there be 
many who are white for the harvest, (John iv: 35.) or ready 
to receive instruction, we should be the more diligent and 
laborious to afford it to them. 

Thirdly, That in such cases, when cither we are not 
called to that work, or are placed in another station, we 
should pray fervently that God would raise up men fitted 
for their instruction, and zealous for his glory and the 
good of souls. 

CHAP. X. 

1. AND when he had called nnto him his twelve dis- 
ciples, he gave them [*] power against unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all 
manner of disease (as they went preaching in his name). 

2. Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; the 
•[*] first, Simon, who is called Peter; and Andrew his bro- 
ther ; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother ; 

3. Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew The 
publican; James the son of Alpheus, and Lcbbeus, whose 
surname was Thaddeus ; 

4. Simon the Canaanitc, and Judas Iscariot, who also 
betrayed him. 

5. These twelve Jesus sent foTth, (by two and two, 
Mark vi. 7.) and commanded them, saying, Go not (at pre- 
sent) into the way of the gentiles, and into any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not : 

* 6. [ 3 ] But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel, (to whom this doctrine of salvation is first sent, and 
is to be first preached, Acts iii. 26.) 

7. And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand, (i. e. the kingdom of the Messiah is now to be 
set up. 

8. And in confirmation of this) hevi the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, [ 4 ] raise the dead, cast out devils : [ 5 ] freely ye have 
received (this power from me), freely give (the benefit of 
it to others. 

9. Then he commanded them to take nothing by the way, 
Mark vi. 8. saying), Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor 
brass, in your purses; 

10. Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither 
shoes, [ 6 ] nor yet staves ; for the w r orkman is worthy of his 
meat (and therefore you may reasonably expect to find it 
among them, for the benefit of whom you labour). 

11. And into whatever city or town ye shall enter, inquire 
who in it is [*] worthy (or prepared to receive instruction) ; 
and there abide till ye go thence (or from that town). 

12. And when ye come into a house, salute it (saying, 
Peace be to this house). 

13. And if the house be worthy, let your peace come 
upon it (your blessing shall rest on it) ; [®] but if it be 
not worthy, letyour peace return to you (i. e. they shall re- 
ceive no advantage by it). 

14. And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your 
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words, when ye depart out of that house or city, [ 9 ] shake 
off the dust of your feet (for a testimony against them, 
Mark vi. 11. Luke ix. 5. that you count them as unclean and 
unfit to be conversed with any more,- because they have re- 
jected the word of life propounded, and by your miracles 
confirmed to them). 

15. [*°] Verily I say unto you, Tt shall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the (great) day of 
judgment, than for ( the people of) that city ; (because the 
means of knowledge rejected by them have been greater, 
xi. 23, 24.) % .->& 

16. Behold, I send yotr forth as ( if) sheep (were sent) 
in the |midst ot wolves (i.e. on an employment full of 
peril from the men of the world) : be ye therefore wise as 
serpents (i. e. as prudent and wary <xs they are to preserve 
themselves from danger), and harmless as doves ; (that, 
giving no offence to any man, you may give them no occa- 
sion to do evil to you: see Rom. xvi. 19.) 

17. [ u ] But (and especially) beware of (the) men (of this 
age and nation): for they will deliver you up to the coun- 
cils (of the Sanhedrin), and they will scourge you in their 
synagogues (for preaching in my name). 

18. And ye shall be brought before governors and kings 
for my sake, for a testimony against (Gr. to) them and 
(to) the gentiles, (who believe not the gospel preached to 
them, that the kingdom of God was come to them, Luke 
x. 9.) 

19. But when they deliver you up (to these men), [ 1£ ] 
take no thought how or what ye shall speak : for it shall 
be given you in that same hour what yc shall speak. 

20. For it is not ye that speak (from your oion abilities), 
but (it is) the Spirit of your Father that spcaketh in you. 

21. And (know this, that when the gospel is thus preached 
by you, the effect of it will be this, that) the brother (who 
believeth not) shall deliver up the (Christian) brother to 
death, and the father the child ; and the children shall rise 
up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death 
(as being Christians). 

22. And ye (also) shall be hated of all (the) men (of the 
world) for my name's sake ; but he that endureth to the 
end (of these days of persecution from the unbelieving 
Jews) shall be saved (from the dreadful destruction coming 
on them). 

23. [ 13 ] But when they persecute you in this city (i.e. 
in any one city), flee yc into another ; for verily I say unto 
you, [ I4 ] Ye shall not have gone over the cities, of Israel, till 
the Son of man be come ; (withhis Roman army to destroy 
that nation, and to burn up their cities. 

24. And to arm you against these persecutions, consider 
that) the disciple is not (to expect to be) above his master, 
nor the servant (to be) above his lord. 

25. It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, 
nnd (for )tho servantffo&ejashislord. If (then) they have 
called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more 
(shall they call or proportionably revile) them of his 
household? 

26. [ 15 ] Fear them not therefore : for there is nothing co- 
vered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shallnotbe 
known (i. e.for my doctrine, which now seems obscure and 
hidden from the world, shall in time be revealed to all na- 
tions, and overcome all the calumnies with ivhkh it is loaded, 
and all the opposition it shall meet with). 

vol. v. 



27. I 16 ] What (therefore) I tell you in darkness, (or pa- 
rabolical expressions), that speak ye in the light; and what 
ye hear (from me) in the ear (i. e. more privately), that 
preach ye (publicly, and as it were) upon the housetops. 

28. [ 17 ] And fear not them which (can only) kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul ; but rather fear him 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

29. (Moreover, you who are so highly valued by God, 
and live under such a peculiar conduct of his providence, 
have no cause to fear what they can do to the body, for) are 
not two sparrows sold for a farthing (as being birds of little 
value)? and [ 18 ] one of them shall not fall on the ground 
(or die) without (the providence of) your Father. * , , , 

30. But (yet this providence is more particularly con- 
cerned for you, for) the very hairs of your head are all num- 
bered (i. e. your minutest concerns are under the especial 
conduct of Jiis providence). ;» 

81, Fear ye not therefore, (for) ye are of more value (in 
the sight of God) than many sparrows. 

32. Whosoever therefore shall (by these considerations 
be encouraged still to) confess (or own) me ( and. my. doc- 
trine) before men, him will I confess also (or. own at the 
great day as my faithful servant) before my Father which 
is in heaven. 

33. But whosoever (notwithstanding these encourage- 
ments) shall (to avoid their persecutions) deny me before 
men, him will I also deny ( and disown at the^great day) 
before my Father which is in heaven. 

34. (And) [ 19 ] think not that I am come to send (or 
cause) peace on earth (and so to free you from these perse- 
cutions ; for) I came not to send peace, but a sword. 

35. For I am come to (preach that doctrine which will 
rather) set a man at variance against his father, and the 
daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law. 

36. And (thus it shall happen, that) a man's foes .shall be 
they of his own household. > 

37. (And this dispensation of providence will discover 
who is worthy to be owned as my disciple, for when this 
happeneth), he that loveth father or mother more than me 
(i. t. is moved by his regard to them to disown me, or dis- 
obey my precepts), is not worthy of me; and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me,. is not worthy of 
me. 

38. And he that taketh not ( up) his cross, and followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me. (See note on Luke ix. 23.) 

39. (And know that by refusing thus to follow me, men 
will be the greatest losers, for) he that (by deserting me in 
time of persecution) findeth his life (preserved for a little 
while), shall lose it (probably here, and certainly here- 
after); and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find 
it; (happily improved into life eternal, and. so shall be the 
greatest gainer. 

40. Nor shall my kindness be confined only to those who 
shew this affection to my person, but) [ 20 ] he that receiveth 
you (preaching in my name, shall be esteemed as he that) 
receiveth me, and he that receiveth me (as he that) re- 
ceiveth him that sent me. 

41. (And) he that receiveth a prophet in the name of a 
prophet (i. e. as one sent from God, and doth accordingly 
attend to him), shall receive a prophet's reward ; and he 
that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous 
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man (i. e. out of true love to his righteousness), shall re- 
ceive a righteous man's reward. 

42. And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones (i. e. the meanest of my disciples), ["] a cup of 
cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily, I say unto 
you, Ho shall in no wise lose his reward. 



ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. X. 

[*] Ver.l. "EAQKEN avrolg i£ov<rlav nvtvfxaTwv atzaBapriov, 
He gave them power against (or over) unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all 
manner of disease.] 'E^ovala irvzvfiaTwv, here is genitivus ob- 
jecti, say grammarians ; power of unclean spirits, being 
put for power over, or against, them. So pXaafafila rov 
Trvev/zaroc, Matt. xii. 31. is expounded, ver. 32. blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost. (See Isa. iii. 14. Joel iii. 19. 
1 Cor. ix. 12.) But that which chiefly is to be observed 
here is this, that Christ here delegates power to the apo- 
stles, and afterward to the seventy disciples, (Luke x. 9. 
17.) and after his resurrection to believers in the gene- 
ral, to do this in his name. (Mark xvi. 17, 18.) And though 
the apostles were not at present empowered to impart these 
gifts to others, yet after our Lord's resurrection they were 
enabled to do it, by baptizing, and laying their hands upon 
them ; which is so eminent a demonstration of the trnth of 
Christian faith, as hath no parallel in any history, except- 
ing that of Moses, who laid his hands upon Joshua, and he 
was filled with the spirit of wisdom; (Dent, xxxiv. 9.) and of 
Elisha, on whom the spirit of Elijah rested. (2 Kings ii. 15.) 
Though this was done, not by any power they had to com- 
municate to others the virtue which resided in them, but in 
the case of Joshua by the particular command of God, 
(Numb, xxvii. 19, 20.) and in the case of Elisha by the will 
of God ; and was a signal confirmation that they were both 
prophets sent by God ; and much less was it done as here, 
by invocation of their names. For among all the accounts 
the heathens have given us of their famous magicians, and 
workers of wonders, there is not one to be found who ever 
pretended to a power to delegate their virtue to others, or 
to impart their power to them, upon the invocation or using 
of their names, or belief of their doctrine. And hence 
Arnobius,* having summed up the miracles our Saviour 
did, adds, that he not only did them by his power, " veriim, 
quod erat sublimius, multos alios experiri ct facere sni no- 
minis cum adjectione permisit," but per mitted many others 
to do them, by invocation of his name ; nor did he any of 
these miracles which raised astonishment in others, which he 
enabled not his little ones and even rustics to perform. And 
ftien he triumphs over the heathens thus, What say you, 
O ye stiff and incredulous minds? H Alicuine mortalium 
Jupiter ille capitolinus hujusmodi potestatem dedit?" Did 
ever that Jupiter, whom ye Romans worship in the capitol, 
give the like power to any mortal? And then he concludes 
this to be the evidence of a true Divine power; /or to trans- 
fer your miraculous power to a man, and to give authority 
and strength to a creature, to do that which ijou alone can 
do, " supra omnia sitae est potestatis, continentisque sub 
sese est rerum omnium causas," is an evidence of one who 

* Adr. Geules, lib. i, p. 30, SI. 



hath power over a//, and hath the causes of all things at his 
beck. 

[*] Ver. 2. ITpwroc Sfjuwv, first Simon.] It is the observa- 
tion of many of the fathers and interpreters here,*that Simon 
is here reckoned the first of the apostles, not as being so 
in dignity, but as being first called: for which seoMatt. iv. 
18. Mark i. 16. and therefore this word is omitted both by 
St. Mark, iii. 1G. and St. Luke, vi. 14. which sure they 
would not have done, had they imagined it to be so re- 
markable, for establishing St. Peter's monarchy, as the 
papists do. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 6. lioptfaaSt §£ fiaXkov irpbg ra irpdfiara ra airoXw 
X6ra oikov J l<rparj\, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel.] He calls all Israel sheep, though they were not 
obedient to the voice of the Shepherd, as being all God s 
chosen people; he calls them lost sheep, because they were 
in so great peril of being lost and ruined by the ignorance 
and wickedness of their guides. (So Psal. cxix. 176. Isa. 
liii. 6. Jer. 1. 6.) To them the apostles are sent, because 
they were children of the kingdom, (Matt. viii. 12.) to whom 
the promise of the Messiah was made, (Gen. xvii. 1.) and 
the adoption and promises especially belonged. (Rom. ix. 
4.) Whence the apostle saith, the gospel ought first to be 
preached to them. (Acts xiii. 46.) They who by sheep here 
understand the elect by a secret decree of God, must, con- 
trary to the tenor of the New Testament, make Christ and 
his apostles to be sent to none who rejected the gospel ; 
yea, they make Christ send his apostles to them, whom they 
could never find; it being not possible for them, without a 
revelation, to know who were thus the elect of God. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 8. Nsxrpouc iydpzrt, raise the dead.] Dr. Mills here 
notes, That these words are wanting in many manuscripts; 
and, because the apostles raised none from the dead before 
Christ's resurrection, he conjectures, that they have been 
added to the text: but, against this imagination, let it be 
noted, that these words are to be found in the Vulgar, Sy- 
riac, Arabic, and Ethiopic versions, and left out only in the 
later version of the Persic; and the argument which he and 
Grotius use for the excluding these words from the text, 
would exclude also the cleansing of the lepers, for we read 
of none cleansed by them in that interval: but it is to be 
observed, that the words in this chapter reach to their mis- 
sion after Christ's resurrection, and many of them were not 
fulfilled before : for then only was it, that they were brought 
before councils, and scourged in the synagogues, andbrought 
before kings and governors, for Christ's sake ; (ver. 17, 18.) 
then only was the Spirit given them to teach them how to 
speak; (ver. 19, 20.) then were they hated of all men for his 
name. Note, therefore, that there was a double mission of 
the apostles. The 

First, Was to the Jews only, exclusively to the gentiles 
and Samaritans, (ver. 5.) and thus they were sent, two and 
two, (Markvi.7.) to go through the cities and villages of 
Israel to preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand, 
(here, ver. 7. 23. Luke ix. 5, 6.) which mission they com- 
pleted before our Saviour's death; (Luke ix. 10. 22. 35.) 
and in this they were only empowered to heal diseases, and 



* *« Quera primum Dotninns elegit." Cjpr.Ep. 17, o vravrxv rZv fAaSnrv* fffexft- 
0if;. Basil, de Jud. Dei, p. 268. awet^ tuv aTrsrrfaw, Method, np. Photium, Cod. 
275. "Primos credidil, et Aposlolalu* esl Princeps." Hilar, in Malt. Can. 7. 
UforiQnjt %i n«Tfwx*i 'AvJgftf*, hfot ha) «rf»TsxX»iTCi. Theopb. io loc. 
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to cast out devils. (Matt. x. 1. Mark vi. 7. 13. Luke ix. 
1,2.) But, 

Secondly, They had a second mission after our Lord's 
resurrection conceived in these words, as my Father sent 
me, so send I you. (John xx. 21.) And thfe was to be exe- 
cuted after the descent of the Holy Ghost upon them, by 
being his ivitnesses in Jerusalem, and all Judea and Sama- 
ria, and to the utmost ends of the earth, (Acts i. 8.) and to 
this mission relates this commission, to cleanse the lepers, 
and to raise the dead; for, besides the many things already 
mentioned, which cannot possibly relate to their first mis- 
sion, most of the things mentioned in this chapter, are the 
very things spoken in our Lord's prediction of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, and are there mentioned as things to be 
done then. (Matt.xxiv. 9.) And these words, (ver. 22.) He 
that endures to the end, shall be saved, are the very words 
which Christ useth, when he speaks of the destruction of 
the Jewish polity; (Matt. xxiv. 13. Mark xiii. 13.) and 
therefore it is observable, that St. Mark and Luke, who re- 
late only what appertained to their first mission, speak no- 
thing, in the chapters mentioned, of their commission to 
cleanse the lepers, and to raise the dead; or from ver. 15. to 
31. as knowing, that these things belonged to their second 
mission. (See Examen Millii, lib.ii. eap.l. n.4.) 

[ 5 ] Awpcav JXajSm, Swptav Son, freely you have received, 
freely give.] Though these words are by latter fathers ex- 
tended to both the sacraments, according to those words 
of Tertullian, " nulla res Dei pretio constat," we receive no- 
thing for the things of God; yet, from the connexion of 
them with the commission given to cure diseases, cast out 
devils, and raise the dead; and from the words of Irense- 
us, * saying, The church did all these miracles, neither se- 
ducing any man, nor taking money for them, d>c yap Sw- 
ptav £tXi7^£ Trapa Gtov, Bwptav koI diatcovu,for as she hath re- 
ceived them freely ofOod, so she freely ministers them; I 
say, from these things it is evident, that these words only 
relate to the dispensing of miraculous gifts, and they as- 
suredly do wrest, and very much abuse them, who plead 
from them against the maintenance of the ministry: for 
(1.) Christ sending the seventy on the same errand, and 
investing them with the same power, bids them, into what-" 
soever house they entered, to eat and drink what was set be- 
fore them, because the labourer was worthy of his hire. (Luke 
x. 7.) And many of the apostles, when executing this 
commission, even the brethren of our Lord, and Cephas, 
did so. (1 Cor. ix. 4, 5.) St. Paul also, who did not use 
this liberty, not only justifies his right to do so, but re- 
quires them, who are taught the word, to communicate to 
him that teacheth in all good things (Gal. vi. 6. see the 
note there); and pronounceth him that labours in the word 
and doctrine, worthy of double honour, that is, mainte- 
nance; and saith, Tlie Lord hath ordained, that they who 
preach the gospel, should live of the gospel. (1 Cor.ix. 14.) 

f 6 ] Ver. 10. MT)3ipaj33ov,ttoryef staves.] That the reading 
of Theophylact, and many MSS. /njSS /aaj3Sovc, nor staves, 
is the true reading, is evident from Mark vi. 1. Luke ix.3.- 
where they are permitted to carry one staff. And by this 
precept, our Lord taught them, when they were employed 
in his service, to depend upon his providence for the pro- 
vision of what they wanted; and therefore, he speaks thus 



Lib. li. cap. 57. 



to them, Wlien I thus sent you forth, lacked ye any thing ? 
Luke xxii. 35. it follows, for the labourer is worthy of 
his meat; and therefore, even when they were dispensing 
these miracles, our Lord allows them to receive it: only 
Theophylact here notes, That Christ here says, he is wor- 
thy rpo^r/c, ov rpv^ric, of his food, not of dainties; for it 
becomes not a teacher to fare deliriously. 

\J] Ver. 11. 'E&racrarc tiq Iv avry a^tos iari, inquire who in 
it is worthy.] So ver. 13. And if the house be not worthy. 
Here Cameron pronounces them innovators, who conclude 
hence that the reason .why one is rather -called than an- 
other, is in men themselves, i. e. in any disposition in them 
to receive the ,word; that is, he pronounceth all the an- 
cients, innovators: for that they were of this opinion, is evi- 
dent from Daily's Testimon. Veterum,* and from Vossius 
in his Pelagian history, lib. vii. cap. 2. and is demonstrable 
from these words of Christ; for he sends his apostles to the - 
lost sheep of the house of Israel; i.e. to those who had 
strayed from the salutary pastures of the law and the pro- 
phets, to them whom he calls to repentance, (Markvi. 12.) 
to whom the gospel was to be preached. (Luke x. 9.) He 
speaks therefore not of them who are called already, but 
who were to be called to Christ's sheepfold, to the kingdom 
of heaven, and to faith and repentance, as the preparations 
for entering into it. (2.) In those who are thus to be 
called, Christ manifestly supposeth some would be found 
by the apostles a%iot,worthy, some univorthy; bidding them 
to inquire, who were such, and who not; and accordingly 
to deport themselves towards them: now, whence should 
they know this, but from such dispositions found in some, 
which render them fit for the kingdom, or from whom they 
might hope they should not labour in vain, in calling them 
to repentance, and preaching the kingdom of God to them? 
so also, when he sends his seventy disciples on the same er- 
rand, bidding them say Peace to the house they came to; 
and promising, that if a son of peace were there, their 
peace should rest upon it; (Luke x. 6.) what can this son 
of peace be, but one disposed to receive such persons 
peaceably and kindly, and to hearken to their admoni- 
tions? and is not this the very thing which fitted them for 
the Divine benediction? This will be still more evident, 
from the consideration of the persons opposed to the Wor- 
thy, and the sons of peace; for they were not such as were 
disposed to hearken to the word, or to receive the preachers 
of it, (Matt. x. 14. Mark vi. 11. Luke x. 10.) for which 
they were to look upon them as impure; yea, for which, 
Christ pronounces, their punishment would be greater in 
the day of judgment, than that of Sodom and Gomorrah: 
and must not such dreadful judgments befal them, for want , 
of such dispositions, as might and ought to have been in 
them towards the gospel of the kingdom, and those who 
came to tjiem with the kind offer of the blessings of it? 
They therefore by refusing to receive the word, judged them- 
selves unworthy of eternal life, (Acts xiii. 46.) when they 
might and should have done the contrary ; and for want of 
those good dispositions which others had, and they might 
have had, fell short of the salvation tendered to them. 
. [ 8 ] Ver. 13. y Ehv & ^ $ k%ia, but if it be not worthy, let 
your peace return unto yon.] That is, They shall not obtain 
the peace you wish them, or receive any benefit from your 
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wishes; so this phrase signifies in those words of the 
Psalmist, My prayer returned into my bosom, Psal. xxxv. 
14. (Sec lsa. lv. 11.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 14. *E*cT<va£arc tov icovioprbv twv tto&uv v/uwv, Sliake 
off the dust from your feet.'] The Jews thought the dust of 
the heathen lands polluted; so that the import of this phrase 
is this, Look upon such, as those heathens whom I have for- 
bid you to preach to; when therefore ye depart from them, 
shake off the dust of your feet, as a testimony that you so 
esteem them. 

[ 10 ] Verl 15. } Avttcr6Ttpov itrrat yy SoSoVcovieal Tofi6ppiov lv 
Vfxipt Kpfottog, Verily J say unto you, It shall be more tolera- 
ble for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than 
for that city.] The gloss which some have put upon these 
words, viz. That the punishment of that city shall be 
greater, when Christ comes to execute his judgment on the 
Jewish nation, than that which Sodom and Gomorrah suf- 
fered for refusing thepreaching of Lot, doth certainly pervert 
the import of these words. For (1.) Christ saith not, it hath 
been more tolerable for Sodom, but tarai, it shall be so; 
which shews ho had respect, not to the past, but future 
sufferings of Sodom and Gomorrah. (2.) Christ adds, 
It shall be more tolerable for Sodom, &c. in the day 
of judgment: now, though the times of the destruction of 
the Jewish nation are sometimes styled the days of ven- 
geance, yet never are they called the day of judgment: but 
that phraso still relates unto the final judgment and per- 
dition of ungodly men, (2 Pet. iii. 7.) that day to which 
theTvicked are reserved to be punished, 2 Pet ii. 9. (See 
Matt, xii.36. IJohniv. 17.) So also doth the phrase lv 
Tytcpfou, used by St. Luke, (x. 14.) concerning the same 
persons, always signify; (Matt. xii. 41,42;) so that the 
Sodomites shall certainly receive a future judgment: ac- 
cording to these words of Theophylact, Iku fitTpuIrrtpov 
Ko\a<rQri<rovTat, and they shall be punished more moderately. 
And who can rationally conceive, that men, polluted with 
such unnatural lusts, should be fit to come into that place, 
into which nothing enters that is polluted, or defiled? (Rev. 
xxi. 27.) Here also it is well noted by Grotius, That the 
sin of those who reject the gospel, rendering them obnoxi- 
ous to greater punishment than Sodom and Gomorrah 
were to suffer at the day of judgment, because committed 
against greater light, and greater confirmation of the truth, 
must be a wilful sin, which it was in their power to avoid. 

["] Ver. 17. Tlpoakyert 81 avb rwv av&ptv7ro)v, But beware 
of men.] i. e. Avoid, as much as in you lies, the persecutions 
you may suffer from them. For, as Theophylact here 
notes, this is to be wise as serpents, viz. to be circumspect 
in declining their snares, and giving them no just occasion 
to afflict us ; and to be harmless as doves, is to offend no 
man by word or example, and so to give them no occasion 
to do evil to us. 

[ 12 ] Ver . 19, 20. Mi) /ucjoi/i v/^qrc ttwc y rt XoX/jaij™, &c. Take 
no thought how or what you shall speak: for it is not you 
that speak, but the Spirit of my Father which speaketh in 
you,] Christ promising here to his apostles immediate as- 
sistance from the Holy Spirit/ forbids them, TrpofitXtrav, to 
meditate beforehand what they should say. (Luke xxi. 14.) 
Vain therefore are the papists/who ascribe the same as- 
sistance to their fathers met in councils, saying, It is not 
they that speak, but the Holy Ghost that speaketh in them; 
and yet make prayers and disputations, and many other 



things, requisite to an infallible decision. Vain also are the 
anabaptists, quakcrs, and whosoever do now expect the 
liko assistance in prayer and preaching, after these extra- 
ordinary gifts are ceased, as the apostles had by virtue of 
them ; they may as well pretend to speak with tongues, and 
cast out devils, as the apostles did, by [virtue of the same 
assistance. 

< [ 13 ] Ver. 23. "Orav & Su&Kiomv v/uSc, &c. But when tltey 
shall persecute you in this city, flee to another.] It follows 
not from these words, that a pastor, who is fixed to a parti- 
cular congregation, may fly from it in times of persecution ; 
their case being not the same with that of the apostles, 
whose commission was to go through all the cities ofJudea, 
beginning at Jerusalem : (Acts i. 8.) so that they only fled 
from one part of their jurisdiction to another, and were still 
executing the office and trust committed to them. 

[ 14 ] Oh fifi rcX&njrc rag it6\u$ tov *l<rparj\, au>g av cX0y 6 
vibe tov av&piljTrov, I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone 
over the cities of Israel tillthe Son of man be come.] This Dr. 
Lightfoot understands as spoken of their first mission, and 
says, the meaning of the words is this, You shall not have 
finished ittill the Son of man rise from the dead. But, first, 
in that first mission, they met with no persecution in any 
city ; but, where they were not received, left it of their own 
accord, (ver. 11.) Secondly, They presently returned from 
their first commission to their Lord, and told him all that 
they had done and taught in prosecution of it, as we read, 
Luke ix. 10. Mark vi. 30. Thirdly, This phrase, the com- 
ing of the Son of man, doth never, that I know of, signify 
our Lord's coming at his resurrection, but cither his coming 
with the Roman army to destroy the Jews, as Matt. xxiv. 
27. 30. 37. 44. xxv. 13. Mark xiii. 26. Luke xviii. 8. xxi. 
27. or else, his coming to the final judgment, Matt. xvi. 
27. And seeing the apostles were none of them to live till 
the day of judgment, it seems necessary to understand this 
of his coming to avenge his quarrel on the Jewish nation. 
And to this sense lead the following words; And if yon 
meet with great obloquies and persecutions from the Jew- 
ish nation, whilst you are thus spreading the gospel through 
Judea (as they did even to the beginning of the war;* 
James, the brother of our Lord, and other Christians, being 
slain byAnanus the high-priest, but three years before the 
war broke out), it is only what was done to our Lord ; and 
therefore, what you* have equal reason to expect, for the 
disciple is not above his master, (ver. 24 — 26.) 

[ 15 ] Ver. 26. M77 ovv QofSriOrfre evrove* ovllv yap Iotl 
KtKoXvwxlvov, 8 oxjk cnroKa\v<j>Q{)<TSTaC Fear ye not them 
therefore : for there is nothing hidden that shall not be re- 
vealed.] These words are capable of two good senses : 
first, Let not the dread of these persecutors affright you 
from preaching of the gospel, as despairing of the success 
of it ; for though at present it seems to be hidden from the 
world, and it is like to be obscured awhile by the calumnies 
of the Jews and others, I will cause it to shine through all 
the world, and dissipate all the clouds they cast over it, and 
break through all the obstacles, and will render it mighty, 
to cast down every high thought that exalts itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bring into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ : (2 Cor. x. 5.) or thus, secondly, 
Fear not the calumnies with which they shall load you, (as 

* Joseph. Antiq. lib. xx. oap. 8- p. 698. B. 
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^they did your Master, calling him Beelzebub, ver. 25.) for 

1 will make the innocency and excellency of your doctrine 
as clear as the light ; and your integrity in the dispensing 
of it, and your patience in suffering for it, to redound to 
your praise, honour, and glory, throughout all ages, and 
especially at the revelation of our Lord from heaven. 
(lPet.i.7.) 

j-i6j \r e r. 27. *0 Acyw ifiiv Iv r£ crieorf?, tnraTt Iv t$ 0a>ri, 
&c. Ttliat I say to you in darkness, speak ye in the light ; and 
what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the house- 
tops.] i. e. What I have said to you in private, and in ob- 
scure parables, xnd almost as the Jewish doctors, whose 
custom it is to whisper into the ear of one who is to speak 
what he thus whispers aloud to others (see Dr. Lightfoot 
and Dr. Hammond on this place), that speak ye openly and 
clearly in the audience of all, arid, as it were, after the man- 
ner of the Jews, who, having battlements on the tops of 
their houses over which they could look, (Deut. xxii.8. 

2 Sam. xi.l. Acts x. 9.) did often from them preach to the 
people. And so, saith Hegesippus, * they carried. James 
the Just to the top of the temple, to preach to the people at 
the Passover. j , 

[ n ] Ver. 28. Kdt fir) <f>ofir}6riTE cnrb rwv a7roKreiv6vTO)v to 
avfia, Trjv Si $vx*i v W Suva/xlvwv airoKTeivai, And fear not 
them who can kill the body, but cannot kill the soul, &c] 
These words seem to contain a certain evidence, that the 
soul dies not with the body, but continues afterward in a 
state of sensibility : for, first, that which it is allowed 
that men can do to the body, it is denied that they can do 
to the soul ; therefore Christ speaks not in these words of 
death eternal (for that men cannot inflict upon the body, or 
hinder its resurrection): therefore it is spoken of a tempo- 
ral death. Note, secondly, that they who, by killing the 
body, make the soul also to perish, till the reunion and re- 
viviscence both of soul and body, do also kill the soul, and 
so do more than they who can kill the body only : and they, 
who, by killing of the body, render the soul or spirit of a 
man insensate, and deprived of all possibility of thinking, 
or perceiving any thing, do also kill the soul ; for it is not 
easy to perceive, how an intelligible, thinking, and perceiv- 
ing being, can be moTe killed, than by depriving it of all 
sensation, thought, and perception; the body itself being 
killed by a total privation of its capacity of sense and mo- 
tion: since therefore in St Luke, xii.4. Christ saith, the 
adversaries of the Christians can only kill their bodies, and 
here, that they cannot kill their souls; it remains, that the 
soul doth not perish with the body, nor is it reduced into 
an insensible state by the death of it. And, thirdly, our 
Lord may well be supposed to speak here, as the Jews 
would certainly understand his words ; now they would 
certainly thus understand him, this being their received 
opinion, That the soul after the death of the body, was ca- 
pable of bliss or misery, and therefore did continue in a 
state of sensation ;t Man (say they)/edrs an earthly king, 
who may die to-morrow, should punish him ; and doth he 
not fear him, in whose hands his soul is, both in this life and 
the future? And the author, airoicparopoc Xoytcrnov, saith,J 
-——— ■ — ■■■.- i ., i ..-„ — .. — .- — - .,*. — ■^—. ., . ' ,. . . ■ ■ ,. , . _. 

* Apod Ea»eb. H. Reel. lib. ii. cap. 53. 

t Buxt. Floril. p. 364. Eben.Ezr. in Ex. xx.3. 

J M« <pi0riQa{xiv to* h*wrra avoxrtln it to e-Zfjm, wt» yaf flavwra? hfMf 'A0^akf* t 
'lrakx, x&i Wig, a?ro$i£o»T*p t*\ya.% U t?c 4 u X" 5 iw&fwc » «W*> 0«0Wi0/*5 Ktlfxivo^, 
napaBalvwa-iy to? IrreXnr tow ©iaS* cap. 13. 



Let us not fear them who seem to kill the body ; for them 
who die for the laic, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, receive; 
but they tvho transgress the law of God, subject the soul to 
a great danger of endless torments. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 29. A sparrow falls not to the ground withotit 
your Father.'] This, as Buxtorf* hath observed, Is like that 
saying of the Jews, " Avicula sine coelo non perit, quanto 
minus homo :" A bird perisheth not tvithout theprovidence 
of God, much less a man: 

[ 19 ] .Ver. 34. Mtj vop.iar\Tt otl %\0ov.fia\ziv upr)vr)v ml rrjv 
yf/v — aXka fi&xatpav, Think not that I came to send peace 
upon the earth ; I came not to send peace, but a sword, 
ver. 35, 36.] The usual import assigned to these words is 
this: Though all my exhortations and institutions tend to 
conciliate the most endearing love, and to establish the 
firmest and most lasting peace in the world ; yet the event 
of it, through men's ignorance and wickedness, will be 
great variance and discord, even between nearest relatives 
and persons of most intimate acquaintance and familiarity: 
yet is the exposition of Dr. Lightfoot very ingenious and 
true, That he came to send upon the land of Judea, not that 
peace and those halcyon days which they expected at the 
coming of their Messiah, but a sword, and continual Avar, 
and discords, to destroy them, not only by their enemies, 
but by their own hands : of which Josephus gives us a full 
comment in his history of the continual wars the Jews had 
with the Greeks; the Syrians, and the Samaritans, which 
.weTe, saith Eusebius,f from him, ardcreic koI noXtfioi teal 
kcikwv z-n-aXXrjXot /z?jx ava ^ continual wars, and seditions, and 
machinations of evil, with the prognostication of them by a 
kind of flaming sword hanging over Jerusalem for a year. 
(See note on chap, xxiv.) He adds, J that hiveiro lv factory 
.ttoXei rapaxv *al noXzuog lfjfj>vXtoQ, there arose in every city 
tumults and civil wars; and no sooner had they any rer 
spitefrom the Romans, but they turned their hands against 
one another; giving us tragical accounts of the fearful 
outrages, spoils, murders, devastations of robbers, cut- 
throats, zealots, and of their amazing cruelties, beyond ex- 
ample, especially of the three adverse parties in the temple 
and city of Jerusalem. 

. [ 20 ] Ver. 40—42. 'O Se X o^vog ifiag, Ifil $i X era h He that 
receiveth you, receiveth me, &c] Here Christ comforts his 
disciples by promising a blessing and reward to every one 
that shews the least kindness to them, or any of those who 
were employed in the same work with them ; viz. the pro- 
phets, "mentioned among spiritual persons in the First Epis- 
tle to the Corinthians, and of whom Christ speaketh thus, 
(xxiii. 34.) Behold, I send you prophets, and wise men; or 
even to any of his righteous servants ; which, as it is a great 
incitement to others to express their kindness to Christ's 
ministers and faithful servants, so is it also to his ministers, 
to apply themselves to his service with a ready mind, and 
with the utmost diligence, in execution of their pastoral 
charge. To receive them in the name of a prophet, is to 
receive them on that, account, that they are Such. As to 
learn the law lisemah,% in the name of the law, is to learn 
it upon that account; and to do a thing al shcm,\\ or leshem, 
in- or for the name, is, saith he, to do it. upon that account; 



• Lex. Talmud, p. 553. 

t De Bel. Jud. lib. Iv. cap. 10. 

$ Lex.Talm. p. 903. * 



t Hist. Eccl. lib. ii. cap. 6. 
|| P. 2431. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



118 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[CH 



AP. XI. 



as when they say, Let all thy works be done, leshcm sham- 
maim, in the name of heaven, that is, with respect to God, 
and to his glory. Moreover, when ho saith, (ver. 39.) He 
that loseth his life for my sake, shall find it, and he that 
findeth or prcscrvcth it by deserting me, and my doc- 
trine, shall lose it; this is exactly true, according to the 
Christian doctrine, which promiseth a resurrection of the 
body to eternal life to those who are faithful to Christ to 
the death, and threateneth eternal death to those who de- 
sert him to preserve this momentary life ; now sure he with 
a witness loseth life, who is deprived of that eternal life he 
in the body might enjoy, and he as surely finds it whose 
body is raised to a life incorruptible. 

[ 21 ] Ver. 42. Uorfiptov \pvxpov, a cup of cold.} Sub. water. 
So xi. 8. Ta fiaXaKa are soft raiments ; and Luke xii. 
47. Sapy'icrrrat 7roXXac, he shall be beaten with many, supply 
xXiryas, stripes. This ellipsis of the substantive, as the 
grammarians note, is very frequent in the Old Testament. 
So, 2 Sam. xxi. 16. He was girded with anew, add sword; 
Psal. x. 10. That the poor may fall by his strong, add 
paws; Psal. Ixxiii. 10. The waters of a full, add cup, 
were ivrung out to him. (Sec Gloss, de Nomine. Can. 12.) 

CHAP.' XL 

1. AND it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end 
of commanding his twelve disciples, (whom he had sent to 
preach, before his coming to the cities of Israel, Matt. x. 23. 
Lukex. 1.) he departed thence (from Capernaum, Matt. ix. 
1.) to teach and to preach in their cities. 

2. Now when John had heard in the prison (of Machce- 
rus) the works of Christ, (being told of them by his disciples, 
Luko vii. 18.) he sent two of his disciples, (whom he had 
called to him for that purpose, Luke vii. 19.) 

3. And (they, in the name of their master, Luke vii. 20.) 
said unto him, [*] Art thou he that should come, or do we 
look for another? 

4. (Andin that same hour, that the disciples of John came 
with this question, Christ aired many of their infirmities, 
and plagues, and of evil spirits, and unto many that were 
blind he gave sight, Luke vii. 21. and therefore) Jesus an- 
swered, and said unto them, Go, and shew John again 
those things which ye do hear (Luke vii. 22.) and see: 

5. [*] The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up, and the [ 3 ] poor have the gospel preached to 
them. 

6. And [ 4 ] blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended 
in me. 

7. And as they departed (or, when they were gone), Je- 
sus began, to say unto the multitudes concerning John 
(that they might not doubt of the testimony John' had given 
to him, by reason of his inquiry, which seemed to render him 
now doubting, of what he before had testified ; When you 
went forth into the wilderness to bebaptizedofJohn),Vfhvit 
went you forth into the wilderness to see? (was it to see) a 
reed shaken with theAvind? (i.e. a man wavering in his 
testimony, and turning this way, and that way, as a reed 
shaken with the wind doth.) 

8. But what went you out to see? (was it) a man 
clothed in soft raiment? (a courtier, or a parasite, apt to 
flatter, and speak rather what will please others than what 



truth requires?) behold, they that wear soft clothing are 
in kings' houses (i. e. such persons may be expected rather 
in king's palaces, than in deserts). 

9. But what went you out for to see? (was it to see) a 
prophet? yea, I say unto you, and (one that is) more than 
a prophet (his doctrine being more excellent, and his office 
being not only to foretell, but to prepare the way of the 
Messias). 

10. For this is he, of whom it is written, (Mai. iii. 1.) Be- 
hold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall pre- 
pare thy way before thee. (See note on Matt. iii. 3.) 

11. Verily 1 say unto you, Among them (i. e. those pro- 
phets) that are born of women, there hath not risen [ 5 ] a 
greater than John the Baptist (on the accounts foremen- 
tioned) : notwithstanding, he that is least in the kingdom 
of heaven (the least propliet belonging to the gospel dis- 
pensation) is [°] greater than he. 

12. And from the days of John the Baptist until now 
the kingdom of heaven (as it were) suffereth violence (by 
reason of the great concourse of people that fly into it with 
a fervour, like that which is used by a multitude assault- 
ing a city or castle), and the [ 7 ] violent take it by force. . 

13. (I say, from the days of John the Baptist;) for all 
the prophets and the law prophesied (of the Messiah, and 
were the teachers which the people were to hear, Luke xvi. 
31.) until John : (and, ano r6ri,from that time the kingdom 
of God was preached, teal nag 6 fiov\6/Atvoc tlveXOziv, aud 
every one that is willing to enter presseth or rusheth vio- 
lently into it, Luke xvi. 16. which seems to justify the 
exposition of ver. 12.) 

14. [ 8 ] And if ye will receive it, (or him as such, I tell 
you truly) this (person) is (that) Elias, which was for to 
come (according to the prophecy of Malachi). 

15. He that hath ears to hear (i. e. hath judgment to dis- 
cern, and is disposed to receive the truth), let him hear 
(and embrace it). 

16. But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is 
like to children sitting in the markets, and calling unto 
their fellows. ■ 

17. And saying (by way of complaint to them), We have 
[ 9 ] piped to you (as they use to do at festivals), and ye 
have not danced : we have mourned to you (as it is usual 
in funerals and times of sadness), and ye have not la- 
mented (i.e. you will neither follow us when we excite you 
to mirth or sadness). 

18. For John came neither eating nor drinking (in the 
usual manner ; his meat being only locusts and wild honey, 
Matt. iii. 4. and his drink only such as the wilderness af- 
forded), and (because of this austerity) they (who refuse and 
reject his baptism, Luke vii. 30.) say, lie hath a devil (i. e. 
he is possessed by some melancholy spirit). 

19. The Son of man (on the other hand) came eating 
and drinking (in the usual manner), and they (who reject 
him and his doctrine) say (of him), Behold a man glutton- 
ous, and a winebibber, and (by his converse with them) 
a friend of publicans and sinners: but (Gr. and) Wisdom 
is [ 10 ] justified of her children. 

20. Then began he to upbraid the cities, in which most 
of his mighty works were done, because they repented not 
(at his saying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of God is at hand, 
though he confirmed his doctrine with the greatest miracles, 
saying thus to them), 
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21. Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! 
for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago 
in sackcloth and ashes. 

22. But (or therefore) I say unto you, It shall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment, than 
for you. 

23. And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven 
(i. e. advanced highly above others by my presence ivith thee, 
and my miracles wrought in thee), shalt be brought down 
to hell (i. e. into a state of extremest misery): for if the 
mighty works which have been done in thee had been 
done in Sodom, it would have remained to this day. 

24. But (therefore) I say unto you, It shall be more to- 
lerable ["] for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, 
than for thee.* 

25. At that time Jesus [ 12 ] answered, and said, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou 
hast [ 1S ] hid these things from the wise and prudent (in their 
own esteem, and the conceit of others), and hast revealed 
them to (those whom they account) babes. (Rom. ii; 20.) 

26. Even so, Father ( hath the event been in my preach- 
* n 9)> f° r s0 ^ seemed good in thy sight. 

27. ["] All things (appertaining to my office) axe delivered 
to me of (L e. by) my Father: and no man knoweth the 
Son, but the Father ; neither knoweth any man the Father ('s 
will aright), save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son 
will reveal him. 

28. [ 15 ] Come (therefore) unto me, all ye that labour (un- 
der the bondage and condemnation of the law) and are 
heavy laden (with the burdens qf pharisaical impositions), 
and I will give you rest (ease and deliverance from these 
burdens). 

29. Take my yoke upon you (become my disciples), and 
learn (not of those blind guides, but) of me; for I am (not 
like those severe and supercilious doctors, which despise you 
as people of the earth, and will not vouchsafe even to con- 
verse with publicans and sinners, for their reformation, but 
I am) meek and lowly in heart ( and full of pity to every 
burdened soul): and (so by coming to me) ye shall find rest 
(peace, quiet, satisfaction, an drefreshment) to your souls. 

30. For my yoke is (not as theirs is, burdensome and 
galling, but it is) easy, and my burden is light." 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XI. 

[*] Ver. 3. ART thou 6 £px4 u£V0 Cj ^ € ^ iat cometh, or look 
we for another?} 

Note here (1.) that 6 ipxfy*™?* ? l€ ^ iai ** coming, was 
in those days the common style for the Messias : so is he 
styled by St. John himself, 6 Ipxfywoe onicw fiov, he that 
cometh after me: (Matt. iii. 11. John i. 15.27.) so by the 
multitude, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David, blessed is 
o tpxfywog, he that cometh in the name of the Lord, Matt. 
xxi. 9. xxiii. 39. or as it is, Luke xix. 38. 6 ipxo^vog 
BamXtvg, the King coming: and this name of the Messiah 
they received from Habakkuk, where he is styled 6 Iqx*>~ 
litvoQ, he that shall come; (Hab. ii. 3.) and from Daniel, 
where he is styled 6 ipx^vog 9 he that cometh with the 
clouds of heaven, vii. 13. (See Matt. xxiv. 30. xxvi. 64. 
Heb. x.37.) 

Note, (2.) that the Baptist could not make this inqui- 



ry on his own behalf, or doubt whether Christ were the 
Messiah or not, for he was sent to that very end to bear 
witness of -Christ; (John i. 6—8.) he was taught, from 
heaven a sign by which he certainly might know him; (ver. 
33.) he proclaims him the Son of God; (ver. 24.) the Lamb 
of God; (ver. 36.) he bare witness to him; (iii. 26. 33.) 
he declared of him, that he was come from above, from 
heaven, that he spake the words of God, that God had not 
given him the Spirit by measure, and that he who received 
his testimony had set to his seal that God is true. (John 
iii. from ver. 29. to the end.) It cannot therefore be ima- 
gined, that, after all this, he should doubt whether he 
were the Messiah or not, much less can we imagine, with 
many of the fathers,* that the sense of this inquiry should 
be this, " Tu es qui venturus es in infernum V Art thou he 
that art to come to hades, whither lam going,, and should 
I preach thee there? Chrysostom indeed produces, but 
approves not this opinion; but Origenf bids us not to 
fear to assert it, and proves it from this place. Dr. Light- 
foot and others conceive that John might imagine, as the 
Jewish nation did, that Christ's kingdom should be tem- 
poral and splendid, and so expected that Christ should 
deliver him out of prison ; and that therefore Christ saith 
,to him, Blessed is he that shall not be offended in me. But 
seeing aKavSaAf&aflcu, to be offended, still signifies to be so 
scandalized as to fall off from the faith, and it is by no 
means credible, after the testimonies that John had given 
of Christ, he should be guilty of such apostacy, or infideli- 
ty, especially since his disciples after his death resort to 
Christ, and cleave to him, (xiv. 12.) it is most probable 
that John sent these disciples not for his own, but for their 
satisfaction in this matter, and that Christ said to them, 
Blessed is he that shall not be offended in me. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 5. The blind receive their sight, &c] That he 
should make the blind to see, the lame to walk, the deaf to 
hear, and preach the gospel to the poor,w&s prophesied of 
the Messiah, Isa. xxix. 18, 19. xxxv. 5, 6. lxi. 18. but 
of the lepers being cleansed, and the dead raised, by the 
Messiah, we read nothing in the prophets ; these therefore 
were the things they heard done at Nairn, where the widow's 
son was raised, (Luke vii. 18.) and saw done before their 
eyes, when Jesus cured many rwvjuarxriYwv of their plagues: 
for leprosy is often styled WHS ittt the. plagues of leprosy, 
and the word 103 is by the Septuagint rendered TrXrjyn and 
fiaorfc it is styled the plague of leprosy, Lev. xiii. 2, 3. 
9. 20. 25. 31. 47. 49. 51. 59. xiv. 3. 32. 34. and it was 
looked upon by the Jews as an immediate chastisement 
sent from God. (See note on viii. 4. See Examen . 
Millii.) 

[ 3 ] The poor have the gospel preached unto them.'] Though 
the poor here may signify the poor and humble in spirit, 
to whom the gospel was preached with the best success, 
they being best fitted for, and so most ready to receive it; 



* " Nod ait, ta es qui r eaisti, sed to. es qui venturas es, et est sensus, raanda mihi, 
quia ad inferonm descensaras xum, utrom te et lDferis renenciaro debeam, qni ennn- 
ciavi superis." Hieron. in locum. "Joannes ait, ta es qai ventarus es in iDfernum 
sine dubio." Rnff. in Sjmb. Ati touto i7*i, av t7 o e^fytnocj TOtrriVTw, ° *ff «$»* 

t Mh ^>cjSot! Xiyttv oti 'Im£w»c si; SJW xarafltBnxi ff£ox»f>w-o-«v Toy Kuftov Tya fff>o«ff» 
auTw, KAratevrSfAtvw hk rouro Iffuvflavero, ovy) av it & ej;£o7* wo C • Com. in Lib. Reg. 
edit. Iloet. torn. i. p. 34. A. et p. 35. A. " In hanc sententiam maxima pars Vete- 
rom concessit." Maldonat. ia locora. 
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yet I see no reason to recede from the obvious sense of the 
words, That whereas the men of mean condition were by 
the proud scribes and pharisees and learned rabbies neg- 
lected, and contemned as people of the earth, (3 o\m vii.49.) 
Christ choso chiefly to converse with and instruct them; 
and the Divine wisdom saw it fit, that when the things of the 
gospel were hid from these men, who were indeed blind 
guides, though wise and prudent in their own conceits, they 
should be revealed to these babes, (ver. 25, 26.) And, in- 
deed, as the subject of the doctrines of the scribes and 
pharisees was chiefly vain traditions, everting tho law of 
God, (Matt, xv.) and the things they imposed upon them 
heavy burdens, and the disputes in their Bethi Midrashoth 
vain janglings ; so did they teach in such a manner by 
cabalistical deductions and allegorical interpretations, as 
transcended the capacity of the vulgar, so that they could 
profit very little by repairing to their schools, or hearing 
their expositions upon the law or prophets ; as any one 
may learn from almost all their expositions cited from their 
Talmuds, and their learned rabbies ; and therefore our Sa- 
viour, in the close of this chapter, calls them from them to 
learn of him. (Sec note on ver. 28.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 6. Blessed is he who shall not be offended in me.] 
i. e. Disbelieve, or fall off from me, by reason of my mean 
circumstances in this present world, or because of those 
afflictions he may suffer for my sake, or for adhering to my 
doctrine. 

I s ] Ver. 11. A greater than John.] His office being more 
excellent than that of other prophets, to prepare the way 
of Christ, and fit the people to receive him, by calling 
them to bring forth fruits worthy of repentance, that they 
might receive remission of sins, and baptizing them in the 
name of him that was to come after him, that was, of Christ, 
Acts xix. 4. (2.) His doctrine being more excellent 
than theirs, tho gospel of God beginning then to be 
preached, (Lukexvi. 16.) the highest precepts of Christian 
charity propounded; (Luke iii. 11.) Christ the true light 
being then attested to by John, that all men might believe 
in him, (John i. 7.) and he being by him declared to be 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world, 
(ver. 29.) and who should baptize them tvith the Holy Ghost, 
(ver. 33.) was the greatest of prophets. He was so (3.) 
by reason of the success and efficacy of his doctrine, almost 
the whole nation flowing in to his baptism, and confessing 
their sins; (Matt. iii. 5, 6.) whence it is added, that from 
the days of John the Baptist the kingdom of heaven suffers 
violence, (ver. 12.) 

P] f O Si nitcpoTzpoe, But he that is least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he.] Not the meanest Christian, 
but the meanest evangelical prophet, or preacher of the 
Christian doctrine, is greater than he. (1.) In respect of 
his office, which was to preach Christ crucified, his resur- 
rection from the dead, his exaltation to the right hand of 
God, the blessings tendered to those that should believe 
in his name ; and therefore, also, (2.) in respect of his 
doctrine, which was more spiritual and heavenly thau that 
of John, and more express in the revelation of the new co- 
venant established in the blood of Jesus, andfounded upon 
better promises, Heb. viii. 6. (3.) In respect of that Di- 
vine assistance by which their doctrine was confirmed, 
for John did no miracle, (John x. 41.) whereas they went 
forth preaching every where, the Lord working with them, 



and confirming the tvords with signs following. (Mark xvi. 
20.) The Holy Ghost ivas not ye' given, (John vii. 39.) and 
so he fell not upon John ; whenco he comparing himself 
with Jesus, who was from above, (John iii. 31.) and had 
the Spirit above measure, (ver. 34.) saith of himself, He that 
is of the earth speaketh of (or from) the earth, (ver. 31.) 
whereas the evangelical prophets spake by tho gifts and 
afflatus of the Holy Ghost, which Christ sent down from 
heaven on them. , \ . 

[ 7 ] Ver. 12. And the violent take it by force.] i. e. And 
they who by their continual attendance on the doctrine of 
it preached to them, their care to understand it, and readi- 
ness to receive it, shew their ardent desires to be made 
partakers of it, and do aywvl^aOai contend for an entrance 
into it, do by these means prevail. There is another ex- 
position of these words to this effect; i.e. the publicans 
and sinners, and the meaner crowd of the Jews, who are 
looked upon by the scribes and pharisees as persons who 
have no right to the blessings of the Messiah, and so as 
violent persons, and invaders, and intruders, embrace the 
gospel, and as it were take it by force from the scribes and 
learned doctors, who challenge the chiefest place in this 
kingdom, according tothose words of Christ to them, The 
publicans and harlots go before you into the kingdom of 
God; for ye believed not John coming to you in the way of 
righteousness, but the publicans and harlots believed him ; 
(Matt, xxi.31, 32.) and that which renders this interpre- 
tation the more considerable is this observation, that in the 
parallel place, Luke vii. 28-^30." instead of thesfc words, 
the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, we have these, and 
all the people and the publicans justified God, being bap- 
tized with the baptism of Johri> but the pharisees and law- 
yers rejected the counsel of God, being not baptized of him. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 14. Kal t\ SlXcre S£a<rdw, ahr6<; iariv 'HAfac o 
fiiWojv ipx t<J ^ aC And if you tvill receive it, this is that 
Elias, which was for to come.] Here note, 

First, That it was the general tradition of the Jewish 
nation, that Elias the Tishbite was to come in person, as the 
forerunner of the Messiah of the Jews ; that he in person 
was to anoint him, and inake him known unto the people ; 
and that before the advent of the Son of David, Elias was 
t6 come to preach concerning him. This is the import of 
the question put] to John, (John L 21.) Art thou Elias? 
and of the saying of the scribes, Elias must first come and 
restore all things ; (Matt. xvii. 10.) of the interpretation of 
the LXX. Behold, I send unto you, 'HAfav rbv 9£<xj3iVnv, 
Elias the Tishbite, (Mal.iv. 5.) and of that saying of the son 
of Sirach, (Ecclus. xlviii. 10.) Elias was ordained for re- 
proofs in their times, to pacify the wrath of the Lord's judg- 
ment before it brake into fury, and to turn the heart of the 
father to the son, and to restore the tribes of Jacob. And 
suitably to these assertions, Trypho* the Jew declares, 
That 7}/i£tc iravrzG 7rpoa§OKw/uv rbv 'HXfav xpTacu a vrbv ek06vra, 
all we Jews expect Elias to anoint Christ at his coming. It 
also was tho general tradition of the writers of the Christian 
church, even from the second century, that Elias the 
Tishbite, by virtue of those words of Malachi, is to come 
in person before our Lord's second advent, to prepare men 
for it. This opinion of the coming of Elias, " tradit tota 
patrum antiquitas," all the ancient fathers have delivered, 

♦ Dial. p. 268. 
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said De la Cerda.* a Constans est patrum, omniumque 
consensu receptissima ecclesiae opinio;" It is the constant 
and' most received opinion of the church, and all the fathers, 
saith Huetius.f " Constantissima semper fuit Christiano- 
rum opinio;" It was always the most constant opinion of 
Christians that Elias ivas to come before the day of judg- 
ment, saith Maldonate.J It is (saith Mr. Mead§) weff inotun 
that all the fathers Were of this opinion. He is to come 
(saith Petrus Alexandrinus), Kara r>jv rrjc kfcXTjcrfac napado- 
mv, according to the tradition of the church; saith Arethas 
Gaesariensis, according to the unanimously received opinion 
of the church. .Note, 

Secondly, That in opposition to this received tradition 
of the Jews, Christ here asserts two things. (1.) That John 
the Baptist was the very person of whom it was written, 
Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, (ver. 10.) ' St. 
Mark assures us of the same thing, by saying, that the be-, 
ginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, was by the preach- 
ing and baptizing of this John, as it was written of him, 
Behold I send my messenger before thy face, who shall pre- 
pare thy way before thee, Mark i. 1. 4. (2.) That this mes- 
senger, described by the prophet Malachi, iii. 1. as one to' 
be sent before the face of the Lord, was the very same per- 
son promised by the same prophet, in these words, iv. 5. 
Behold I send you Elijah the prophet before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord come ; and, therefore, that Elijah 
could be no other than John the Baptist : for when de- 
scending from the mount, Christ said. to his disciples, Tell 
no r^an of the vision till the Son of man is risen from the dead.- 
(Matt. xvii. 9.) They thinking, suitably to this tradition, 
that this Elias, who appeared in the mount, was visibly to 
appear among them, to anoint the Messiah in the sight of 
all the people, and order all things belonging to his ad- 
vent, ask this question; Seeing, according to the doctrine 
of the scribes, Elias mustjirst come, (ver. 10.) and do these 
things, why is it thou forbiddest to speak of his appear- 
ance ? To this inquiry our Saviour answers, that it is very 
true there is a promise of an Elias to come, and restore all 
things; (ver. 11.) Bat I say unto you, the Elias promised, 
fJSi] 7/ASe, hath come already, and the scribes knew him not,' 
but did unto him whatsoever they would, (ver. 12.) And 
then it follows, that his disciples understood that he spake 
to them of John the Baptist, (ver. 13.) They therefore un- 
derstood what the fathers did not, and others would not, 
learn from Christ's plain words, that John the Baptist was 
the Elias promised, as the forerunner of the great and ter- 
rible day of the Lord ; whence it doth plainly follow, that 
they who do not think John the Baptist, and he only, was 
the Elias mentioned by the prophet, must mistake. For 
our Lord plainly saying, That that Elias, of whom the 
scribes made mention as the forerunner of his advent, was 
already come, and giving them no intimation that any other 
was to be expected after the coming of this one, there can 
be no pretence from the tradition of the scribes, or from the 
saying of the prophet, to expect any other. Moreover our 
Lord, as if he had foreseen and had designed to confute this 
Jewish fable, speaks here more plainly thus, All theprophets 
and the law prophesied until John, and if you will receive, 
i. e. attend to and believe it, this is that Elias which was 
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for to come.* By which words he most plainly teacheth, 
that that Elias of- whom the prophets spake, as of one for 
to come, was come already; and makes it manifest, that 
all that was in Malachi, or any other prophet, spoken of 
Elias, was made good in the Baptist, who came in the 
power and spirit of Elias, (Luke i. 16.) and was to be un- 
derstood of him alone, as much as if he had in express 
words asserted, that he only was the Elias that was to 
come, and they were not, by virtue of any prophecy, to look 
for or expect another. For thus our Saviour speaks : The 
prophet Malachi saith, Behold; I send my messenger before 
thy face: now, I assure you, the Baptist is the very person 
of whom this is written; the same prophet saith 3 Behold, I 
tvill send you Elias the prophet, &c. whence your scribes 
teach you to expect the personal appearance of Elias the 
•Tishbite, as the forerunner of your Messiah ; butif you will 
receive the true interpretation of those words from me, St. 
John the Baptist is that Elias, which, according to that pro- 
phecy, was to be his forerunner. 

Obj. 1. But against this plain assertion of our Lord it is 
objected, that in the translation of the LXX. the words 
run thus, Behold, I will send you 'HXfav rhv Btafiirriv, Elias 
the Tishbite, which denotes Elias in person, and cannot be 
applied to St. John the Baptist. 

Ans. To this I answer, That this argumentis of no force, 
because it is founded not on the original, but x only on a 1 
translation, which is not authentic. (2.) From this transla- 
tion it may be probably collected, that this imagination of 
the appearance of the Tishbite obtained then among* the 
Jews ; but hence it will not follow that it was true, any 
more than that the doctrine of the millennium, and of 
Christ's temporal kingdom must be true, because they were 
received by that nation as such. (3.) By the same reason 
and figurative way of speaking, the Baptist may as well be 
called Elijah the Tishbite, as Elijah the prophet, that only 
shewing the country of that prophet, as the other doth his 
office ; so that if the Baptist deserved to be called Elijah 
the prophet, because he came in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, he must deserve to be called Elijah the Tishbite on 
the same account, seeing Elijah the prophet was Elijah the 
Tishbite. But, 

Obj. 2. It is objected, that the day mentioned, Mai. iv. 5. 
as the time of the coming of Elijah, is styled- the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord, which sccmeth proper to the day 
of judgment; whereas the day of Christ's first coming -is 
not so called, but rather an acceptable day, and a day' of 
salvation. 

Ans.' To this I answer, That the day of our Lord's first 
coming, considered as reaching to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, was indeed a very dreadful and terrible day. Thus 
in the prophet Joel, we read of a day of the Lord described 
in the same expressions : The sun shall be turned into dark- 
ness, and the moon into blood, before the great and' terrible 
day of the Lord come; and yet St. Peter, speaking of what 
was done after our Lord's ascension, and citing these very 
words, saith, This ivas that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel. (Acts ii. 16.) Moreover, our blessed Lord, speaking 
of the destruction of Jerusalem, and of the miseries that 
should befal that very generation, saith, These shall be the 
days of vengeance, such days of tribulation as never were 



* Vide Pocock in locum. 
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from the beginning qf the world, and never shall be after- 
ward. (Matt. xxiv. 21. Luko xxi. 22.) Yea, tho tradition 
of the Jews doth in their Talmud make mention of such 
great afflictions which should happen in the days of their 
Messiah unto Israel, that happy should ho be who did not 
sco them.* Which notwithstanding, this day might bo 
styled an acceptable day, a day of salvation, to thorn, who 
received our Jesus as their Saviour, believed in him, and 
obeyed his sayings; according to the words of the prophet 
Malachi, Behold, the day cometh which shall burn as an 
oven, &c, but to you that fear my name shall the Sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in his wings. (Mai. iv. 1, 2.) 
Whence after this most terrible description our Lord speaks 
thus to his disciples, Luko xxi. 18, 19. Be not ye terrified 
when these things shall happen: in patience possess your spi- 
rits, for there shall not one hair of your heads perish; when 
these things come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, 
for your redemption draweth nigh, (ver. 28.) 

Ob). 2. It is farther objected, that John expressly denies 
that he was Elias; for when the Jews from Jerusalem and 
the priests and Levitcs were sent to him, saying, Art thou 
Elias? he said, I am not. (John i. 21.) 

Ans. If this objection be of any force, it will also prove 
that John the Baptist was no prophet; for to the following 
inquiry, Art thou a prophet? he still answers no; where- 
as our Saviour attested, that he was a prophet, yea, and 
more than a prophet, (Matt. xi. 9.) and all the people so 
accounted of him.f His meaning therefore is only this, — I 
am not that Elias in person whom yon expect, nor am, 
I such a prophet, as in the days of the Messiah you expect 
to rise from the dead. And expositors tell us, he chose to 
answer thus out of modesty, that he might hot commend or 
bear witness of himself, thinking it more convenient that 
Christ should thus bear witness of him, than that he should 
ascribe so great a dignity to himself. 

Obj.4. It is objected, that after St. John was beheaded, 
our Saviour saith, Elias truly shall first come and restore 
all things; now, how, say they, can this be spoken as a 
thing future of John the Baptist then? This therefore must 
be understood of some other Elias to come thereafter. This 
is the ground on which this doctrine is established by Jus- 
tin Martyr, that our Lord taught it, saying, % 'HXfcc IXtvo-mu, 
that Elias shall come. And in this he is followed by Theo- 
dorct, and many of the ancients. 

Ans. After that our Lord had uttered these words, not in 
the future, as the Vulgar reads them, but in the present 
tense, Elias cometh, or Elias coming first restoreth all things, 
(Matt. xvii. 11. Mark ix. 11.) he adds immediately of the 
same Elias, of whom he had said, he cometh, or he shall 
come first, that rjSij t}X0c, he is now come, on ekvXvOe, that in- 
deed he was come. (Matt. xvii. 12.) And again, If you will 
receive it, this Baptist is that Elias, 6 fxiWwv tpxsaSai, who 
is for to come; and when he said these words, then his dis- 
ciples understood thai he spake of John the Baptist; i.e. 
that he meant him, and no other, when he spake of an Elias 
who was for to come. 

So that the meaning of our Lord's words is plainly this, 
True it is, as the scribes say, Elias is to come before the 
Messiah, and it is also true, that John is that Elias ivhich 



* Vide Dr. Tocock in Mai. iii, ?. 
t Dial, cam Trjrph. p. 260. 



t Dr. Pocock, ibid. 



was, when Malachi spake those words, to come afterward; 
but then he was not yet to come when our Saviour spake 
of him; but, as he saith expressly, was already come; 
though they who said Elias must first come, knew him not 
when he was come. And truly, had our Lord spoken of 
one Elias, viz. John the Baptist, and the prophet Malachi 
of another ; had Christ spoken of an Elias to come at his 
first advent, and the prophets and the scribes of one to 
come at his second advent, he had not answered his dis- 
ciples' question, but deluded them. And that the Elias 
here spoken of was to appear at our Lord's first coming, is 
apparent from the inquiry of the disciples; Why, say the 
scribes, Elias must first come before the Son of man ; for 
the tradition of the scribes was, that Elias w T as to anoint 
the Messiah, and make him known unto the people. And 
it is as evident from our Lord's answer, Elias cometh 
first; i.e. before ray resurrection, of which I now speak : 
from this place, therefore, it never can be proved, that any 
other under that character is to appear before his second 
coming. 

Obj. 5. It farther is objected, That the Elias mentioned 
by Malachi was to turn the hearts of tho fathers to tho chil- 
dren, and was, according to our Saviour's acknowledg- 
ment, to restore or set all things in order ; which seemcth 
not to have been done by the ministry of the Baptist, who 
continued but a short time, and did no such things as these 
words seem to imply; it remains, therefore, that these words 
should be fulfilled by an Elias, who should be the fore- 
runner of Christ's second advent. 

Ans. To this I answer, That all who will not.give the lie 
unto the angel sent to Zachary, must be obliged to confess 
the Baptist did fulfil the prophecy of Malachi. For of the 
Baptist he thus speaks, He shall be great before the Lord, 
and many of the sons of Israel shall he turn unto the Lord; 
for he shall go before him in the spirit andpoiver of Elias, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and thedisobe- 
dient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people pre- 
pared for the Lord. If then John the Baptist did not fulfil 
the words spoken by the angel, we must confess the angel 
was deceived, and Zachary deserved not the punishment 
he suffered for disbelieving his testimony ; but if he did 
fulfil these sayings of the angel, he also must fulfil the 
.words contained in the prophet Malachi, because the angel 
speaketh in the very w r ords of Malachi. 

Again, our Saviour, acknowledging that an Elias was to 
come before him, and restore all things, adds, that he who 
was to come, to restore all things, was already come; and 
was the Baptist: he, therefore, must have restored all 
things^ or it must be confessed, thathe did not execute his 
office, or fulfil what was written of him. Moreover, the 
Holy Ghost, by the mouth of Zachary, speaks thus con- 
cerning John, And thon, child, shall be called the prophet of 
the Highest ;for thou shalt go before the Lord to prepare his 
way: (Luke i. 76.) which is the very thing the prophet 
Malachi declares to be the office of his messenger. And 
whosoever shall consider w r hat in the gospel is said of 
John the Baptist, and shall compare those things with what 
the prophet Malachi and even the scribes averred, that 
the Elias promised should do, will easily perceive all that 
was said or prophesied concerning Elias was so punctually 
fulfilled by the Baptist, as to cut off all farther expectation 
of the completion of this prophecy, by any personal ap- 
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pcarance of Elias, before our Saviour's second advent. 
For the prophet saith,* Behold, I will send Elias; and the 
gospel saith, There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John; and that this John was that Elias which was 
for to come. The prophet saith of his Elias, that he was to 
come before the great and terrible day of the Lord: and, in 
the gospel, John is said to come tvhen the day of wrath was 
coming, when theajce was laid to the root of the trees, and 
every tree that brought not forth good fruit was to be hewn 
down, and cast into the fire; (Matt. iii. 13.) when he was 
now appearing, whose fan was in his hand, to purge his 
floor, and gather the wheat into his barn, and to burn tip 
the chaff with unquenchable fire : (Matt, iiu 12.) he came at 
the time, when, saith our Saviour, their house was to be left 
unto them desolate; (Matt, xxiii. 38.) when the desolation 
of their city, nation, and temple, was irreversibly at hand ; 
when the enemies of Jerusalem were to cast a trench about 
her, and lay her even with the ground, and her children 
within her. (Luke xix. 43.) Here it is said, That this 
Elijah should turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
&c. i. e. that he should preach' to young and old conversion 
and repentance: and, in the gospel, it is said of John, 
That he should turn many of the children of Israel to the 
Lord their God; that he should turn the hearts of the fathers 
to their children, and of the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just; that he preached to all the baptism of repentance, 
(Luke iii. 3.) and that with such success and good effect, 
that Jerusalem, and all Jndea, and all the regions round 
about Jordan, went out to him, and were baptized of him, 
confessing their sins; (Matt. iii. 5, 6.) that all the people and 
the publicans justified God, being baptized of John. (Luke 
vii. 29.) So effectual was his ministry, that many of the 
scribes and pharisees came to his baptism, (Matt. iii. 7.) 
and even the soldiers and the publicans to be instructed by 
him. (Luke iii. 13, 14.) He prevailed generally with the 
Jews to unite in one common baptism, that of repentance; 
and, whereas the tradition of the scribes taught, that Elias 
was to anoint the Messiah, and make him known to the 
people; John did baptize him, and declare unto the people 
that he was the Lamb of God, (John i. 29.) and at his bap- 
tism by St. John, he was anointed by the Holy Ghost* 
(Matt. iii. 16.) 

What, therefore, better can agree than the prophecy in 
Malachi, and the matter of fact in the gospel ? 

What can be farther requisite to shew, that the person 
who is characterized thus by the prophet, and who so 
punctually answered to that character in the gospel, is one 
and the same person, and that no other ought to be ex- 
pected by virtue of this prophecy? 

[0] Ver. 17. Hv\fi<jafjLtv v/jTiv, &c. I0gr\v\\aaiiiv v//Tv We have 
piped to you, — we have mourned to you.] The Jews had 
their tibia, or pipes, saith Buxtorf, for two uses ; for joy 
and for great lamentations. Hence, saith the prophet Je- 
remy, My heart shall sound for Moab like pipes; (xlviii. 
35.) saith Isaiah, like a harp: (xvi. 11.) so R. Salomon 
saith, " Tibiae adhibentur in nuptiis ct in funcribus," 
Pipes are used at marriages and funerals : thus we read of 
the av\t)Tai, or tibicines, present at the death of tho ruler's 
daughter, (Matt. ix. 23.) teal a\a\aZovrag TroXXa, and la- 



* Vid. Pocock,p. 105. 



t In Ezek. xxtIn 



menting much; which Greek word seems plainly to be de- 
rived from tyfyft & pipe; and the Jews say, That a poor 
Israelite is bound to procure two minstrels and one woman 
to lament at his wife's funeral: to this double use of pipes, 
which children imitated, our Lord," saith Buxtorf, referreth 
in these words. (In voco, Ww p. 766.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 19. Kal I&kcuw£>j n ao$lh airo rwv tIkvwv avrrig, 
But Wisdom is justified of her children.] The common inter- 
pretation of these words is this, that koI, and, is here put for 
but ; as it is frequently in the Old Testament, viz. Gen. 
xxxi. 7. Exod. i. 17. Numb. iv. 20. Dent, i. 43. Josh. i. 8. 
1 Sam. i. 13. Psal. iv. 3. ix. 8.; and in the New Testa- 
ment, Matt. xii. 43. xiii. 22. xvi. 4. xvii. 12. John v. 40. 
Acts x. 28. 1 Thess. ii. 18. that wisdom is the doctrine of 
St John, and of Christ, the wisdom of the Father; that the 
children of wisdom are those who study and seek after true 
wisdom, as those who study physic are " medicorum filii," 
the sons of physicians; and those who followed and learned 
of the prophets, are styled ** filii prophetarum," the sons of 
the prophets; (2 Kings ii. 3. 15.) and these do justify her, 
i. c. do approve of and receive her doctrines: according to 
which interpretation the sense runs thus, That though the 
scribes and pharisees reject my doctrine, and that of my 
forerunner, and revile those that preach it, yet the wisdom 
of it is discerned and approved by those who bear a true af- 
fection to wisdom, and are disposed to obey her precepts: or 
else this may be looked upon as a continuance of the scoff 
of the pharisees, thus, and they say also that tvisdom is jus- 
tified of her children ; i. e. This Jesus, who pretends to be a 
teacher of the highest wisdom, and' represents our wise 
men as fools, behold the fruits of his wisdom, gluttony and 
drunkenness, whilst we fast twice a week; behold, what as- 
sociates he draws to him, and converses with publicans 
and sinners, those whom our wise men will not touch, and 
much less eat and drink with : from these fruits and these 
associates, who attend upon his doctrine, and may be 
called his sons and his disciples, you may judge of his 
wisdom, for true wisdom may be discerned by its works: 
and to strengthen this interpretation, it may be observed, 
| from St. Jerome on the place, that in quibusdam evangeliis 
legitur, justificata est sapientia ab operibus suis; and that 
they who were taught by any doctor were called his chil- 
dren. (See the note on 1 Cor. iv. 15.) 

[} l ] Ver. 24. "Otl yy SoSo/iwv avticrortpov tarai Iv Vftipq fcpf- 
(jtwc, rj vol, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom 
in the day of judgment, than for thee.] Here note, from these 
words, because they repented not, the power of miracles to 
confirm the truth of Christ's doctrine, and to prevail with 
those that heard him to repent sincerely, according to his ex- 
hortation, Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand ; 
for had not the miracles he wrought among them been a 
sufficient means to induce them to this repentance, Christ 
must not only have upbraided, but pronounced the hea- 
viest judgments against these cities, for not doing that 
which they had no sufficient means afforded them to 
perform. 

Secondly, Those words, If the works that have been done 
in thee, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented, seem to bear this sense ; If the exhortations 
to repentance, and the threats made against Tyre and 
Sidon for their sins, by the prophet Isaiah, xxiii. 1. 4. 
Jeremiah, xxv. 22. xlvii. 4. Ezekiel, xxvi. xxviii. Zacha- 
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riah, ix. 2 — 4. had been confirmed to them by such mira- 
cles as I have done in these two cities, they would have 
wrought in them sincere repentance; for that our Lord 
hero speaks of such repentance is evident, (1.) because 
he says, they would have repented in sackcloth and ashes; 
which is the usual description of the most full repentance, 
as in the case of Nineveh, Jonah iii. 5. See Isa. lviii. 5. 
Jer. vi. 26. Lam. ii. 10. Dan. ix. 3. Judith iv. 15. (2.) 
Because the Lord here speaks of that repentance which his 
doctrine and miracles were designed to produce in those 
cities, nnd for the want of which he there upbraids them; 
which sure must be the want not of external, hypocritical, 
but inward and sincere repentance ; nor doth our Saviour 
say, it may be, or it is likely they would have repented, but, 
categorically, they would have done it. Note, 

Thirdly, That to be exalted up to heaven, and be brought 
down to hell, arQ allegorical expressions taken from the Old 
Testament, and signifying the highest exaltation, and the 
lowest depression. So Isa. xiv. 13. 15. .Thou hast said in 
thy heart,- I will ascend into heaven, &c. but thou shalt 
be brought down to hell: and lvii. 9. Thou didst debase 
thyself to hell: and, lastly, from these words It shall be 
more tolerable, for Sodom, and for Tyre and Sidon, in 
the day of judgment: to that which had been noted on 
x. 15. add, that this seems to be spoken to suppress the 
pride of the Jewish nation, and the severity of their judgment 
upon others ; they being wont to say, that the whole Jewish 
nation, saving some few heretics and apostates, should be 
saved, but that the people of Sodom should have no por- 
tion in the world to come ; whereas our Lord declares, that 
even the Sodomites should have a milder doom in that great 
day than the unbelieving Jews. 

Ver. 20. 24. If the works had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented, &c] Excellent here are 
the w r ords of Mr. Thorndike : — " Though Grotius and Jan- 
senius make these words signify no more than that in pro- 
bability they would have repented at the sight of such 
miracles ; yet so I find no good reason to infer, as our 
Lord doth, that positively Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Caper- 
naum, shall be tormented more than Tyre and Sidon, So- 
dom and Gomorrah, because they probably would have 
repented at the sight of such miracles. The same I say to 
others, who would have our Lord only say thus ; That had 
these miracles been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented, but not from the heart; for, in conscience, 
is there reason that Chorazin and Bethsaida should fare 
worse than Sodom and Gomorrah, because Tyro and Sidon 
would have repented as hypocrites; continuing no less 
sinners than they that repented not? And to say as 
others do, that had God ordained these miracles to be done 
at Tyre and Sidon, Sodom and Gomorrah, he would have 
determined their wills by his immediate act to be converted, 
is to say, that our Lord, by a mental reservation, says that 
whereof he expresses not the reason, and so cozens them* 
who satisfy themselves with the reason which he ex- 
pressed." Moreover, were this immediate act necessary 
to render even miracles effectual to induce men to repent, 
why doth our Saviour say, that Tyre and Sidon would have 
repented, had the like miracles been done among them? 
Or why doth he pronounce these woes upon Chorazin and 
Bethsaida, and declare their punishment more intolerable 
in the day of judgment, than that of the most unnatural 



sinners, and most vile idolaters, for want of that rcpent- 
anco which, notwithstanding all the mighty works that lie 
had done among them, he knew it was impossible for them 
to perform, for want of that immediate act he was not 
willing to afford them? Why, lastly, doth he do this for a 
reason which did not in the least remove this disability? 
(See also Examen var. Lect. Millii, lib. ii. cap. 1. n.J.) 

[ l -] Ver. 25. 'Ati-ok/hO^c tint v \ answering said.] This phrase 
is often used in the New Testament, when nothing had 
gone before, to which an answer could be accommodated; 
and therefore then it only signifies, that such a one spake 
with relation to such a matter, saying; so it occurs, Matt. 
xxii. 1. Mark ix. 38. xi. 14. Luke xiii. 14. (See the note 
there.) 

[ 1S ] Because thou hast hid, &c] Here our Saviour doth 
not thank God that he had hid these things from the wise, 
but that, having done so, he had revealed them to babes. 
So the apostle saith, (Rom. vi.17.) God be thanked that ye 
were the servants of sin ,' but now ye have obeyed from the 
heart the form of doctrine delivered to you; that w T hereas 
formerly ye were the servants of sin, ye have now been 
obedient to the laws of Christ. 

The wise and prudent here are not men truly and spiritu- 
ally wise, but men possessed with carnal worldly wisdom, 
and with a swelling conceit of their proficiency in wisdom, 
both which things indispose men to embrace true spiritual 
wisdom, and from these God is therefore said to have hid 
the wisdom of the gospel, because be permitted them to 
continue in that self-conceit and worldly-mindedness, 
which caused them to reject it, as being not agreeable to 
their inclinations and mistaken sentiments. 

The babes are those humble, modest persons, who, bar- 
ing a low esteem of their own wisdom, gave themselves up 
to the Divine wisdom, and being free from carnal and 
worldly, affections, and having nothing in them to oppose 
this spiritual wisdom, are fitted to embrace it when it is 
revealed; it being therefore suitable to the wisdom and 
the good pleasure of that God wlio resists the proud but 
giveth grace to the humble, to make known his will to per- 
sons so prepared to receive it, our Lord adds, so it seemeth 
good in thy sight* 

[ u ] Ver. 27. Yiavra pot 7rapt$6§r} ko rou lldrpoc /ior, All 
things are delivered to me of my Father.'] Here the note of 
the reverend .Dr. Hammond is this, That all things here 
seem to belong to persons, rather than to things; for of those 
he peculiarly speaks under the title of babes: nor is the 
neuter gender any objection against this, it being ordinarily 
used for persons: so to a7roXwXoc> that which is lost, xviii. 
11. is the little one, ver. 14. the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel, x. 6. so Heb. xii. 13. 1 John v. 4. and so his pa- 
raphrase runs thus; All that come to me andbelieve on me, 
are, by my Father enlightening and stirring up their hearts^ 
and using all powerful and proper means for that end, 
brought to me: (John vi. 37. 44, 45.) and none acknow- 
ledged me but the Father, and they who,, by the miracles 
which the Father enableth me to do, are attracted by me; 
as on the other side none acknowledgeth the Father in that 
manner as he now requires to be acknowledged, but the Son, 
and M who believes fiis doctrine concerning him. (See John 
i. 18. 1 John ii. 23. v. 20.) 

[ l5 ] Ver. 28. Aivtb Trpog fXB 7ravrcc ot Komuvrtg teat 7T£<p op- 

TKTfxlvot; Kayw dvairaixja) i/iac, Come unto me, all ye that fa- 
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hour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.] For 
explication of these words let it be noted, 

First,' That to come to Christ, in the phrase of the New 
Testament, is to believe in him, and become one of his dis-. 
ciples; thus, he that cometh to me shall not hunger, John 
vi. 35. is in the following words expounded thus, he that 
believeth in me shall not thirst. Again, Jfany man thirst- 
eth, let him come unto me to drink, saith Christ, John vii. 
37. for he that believeth in me, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water, ver. 38. Thus, when our Saviour had 
complained of the Jews, that on him whom God had s$nt, 
tJtey woidd not believe, John v. 38. he, ver. 30. changeth 
the phrase thus, you will not come unto me that you may 
have life. Note, 

Secondly, That the taking the yoke is a juridical phrase, 
their doctors speaking frequently of, the yo ke of the law, 
the yoke of the commandments, and the yoke of the king- 
dom of heaven, which is Christ's yoke. Note, 

Thirdly, That the law of ceremonies, imposed on, the 
Jews by Moses, is styled by St. Paul, Zvyoc SovXdag, a 
yoke of bondage, (Gal. v. 1.). and by St. Peter, a yoke 
which neither they nor their fathers were able to bear, (Acts 
xv; 10.) by reason of the long and frequent journeys to, 
Jerusalem, and the great payments for tithes and offerings 
it imposed upon them; and the burdens which, besides. this, 
the pharisees laid upon them by their traditions, are styled 
by our Lord <f>opria (iapia kol Sv<rj3a<rraKra, heavy burdens, 
and grievous to be borne. Note, 

Fourthly, That all these ceremonial performances, when 
observed most exactly, could not perfect the observer as 
to his conscience, or take away the guilt of sin, and so could 
give no peace or rest unto the soul, whereas being justified- 
by faith in Christ, we have peace with God. (Rom. v. 1.) 
This is the thing the apostle designs to establish in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and this is that to which the words, 
uvcnravau) and dvatravmg, rest to the soul, seem plainly to 
refer; thus Noah had his name from JTO to rest, because, 
say they, 'auroc Sia7ra6<m rtuae, he shall' give tis rest from 
our labours; (Gen. v. 29.) that is, saith Aben Ezra on 
the place, from the troubles of our minds. And when after 
the deluge Noah had sacrificed, God smelted an odour of 
rest, saith the Hebrew; oaunv cvwSmc, an odour of sweet 
savour, saith the LXX. that is, saith the Targum; he. 
rested from his anger, and was appeased. Here then our 
Saviour, who gave up himself for a sacrifice and oblation 
of sweet savour, (Eph. v. 2.) with which the Father was 
well pleased, represents himself as a second Noah, to give 
rest to men, from the, labours and troubles of their minds, 
and procure them peace and favour with God, as Noah by 
his sacrifice had done. 



CHAP. XII. 

1. A.T that time (viz.) on the sabbath-day (following the 
second day of the Passover, Luke vi. 1. see the note there), 
Jesus went through the corn ; and his disciples were an 
hungered, and began to pluck the cars of corn, and (rub- 
bing them with their hands, Luke vi. 1.) to cat (of the corn). 
2. But when the pharisees saw it, they said unto him, 
Behold, I 1 ] thy disciples do that which is not lawful to dp 
on the sabbath-day. 



3. But he said unto them, Have ye not read (a tike case 
in) what David (and his follotvers) did, when he was an 
hungered, and they that were with him ; 

4. How he entered into the house of God (or the court 
of the tabernacle), and did eat the shew-bread, which (it) 
was not lawful (otherwise) for him to eat, neither for them 
which were with him, but only for the priests ? 

5. Or have yenot read (what is contained) in the law, 
how (it requires) that on the sabbath-days the priests in 
the temple (should do those works, which being done by 
others would) profane the sabbath, and are blameless? 

. 6. But (and moreover) I say unto you, That in this place 
is one greater than the temple (so that if the temple ser-> 
vice.would excuse their labour from being a profanation of 
the sabbath who attend on it, much more will the service' 
which my apostles owe to me excuse them from profanation 
of the sabbath, by eating of the ears of corn, as they pass 
along, that they may be the better able to attend upon my 
service). < ' i 

7. But if (therefore) ye had known what this meaneth/ 
I will have mercy and not sacrifice (or that God prefers 
charity towards them that are in need, even^before his oivn 
ritual instructions), ye would not have condemned the 
guiltless. 

(And he also said unto them, The sabbath tvas made for 
the sake of man, and 7iot man for the sake of the sabbath; 
and so the rest required by it must yield to the necessities of 
man.) 

8. For the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath; (i. e. 
he who is emphatically so styled is so : see note on ver. 2.) . 

9. And when. he was departed thence, he (on another 
sabbath-day, Luke vi. 6.) went into their synagogue ( and 
taught): . . * 

10. And, behold, there was a man which had his hand 
withered, (and they watchedhim; Markiii. 2.) And [ 2 ] they 
asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath-days? 
that (if he did,, by words or actions, justify the doing 
this) they might accuse him; (as not of God, because lie 
keepeth not the sabbath-day, John ix. 16. and might have 
a plausible cause to kill him, for violating the rest required, 
on that day, John v.' 16. 

Then he, knotving their thoughts, said unto the man who 
had the withered hand, Stand forth in the midst; and he 
arose and stood forth. Then said Jesus unto them, I will 
(also) ask you one thing (in answer to your question), 'Is 
it lawful on the sabbath-day to do good, or to do evil, to 
save life, or to destroy it? Luke vi. 8, 9. and they held 
their peace, Mark iii. 4.) 

, 11. And he said unto them, What man shall there be 
among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a 
pit on the sabbath-day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift 
it out (on that day)? 

32. How much then is a man better than a sheep? Where- 
fore it is lawful to do well (to men) on the sabbath-days. 

13. Then (looking upon them with indignation, Mark iii. 
5.) saith he unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And he 
stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like as the 
other. 

14. Then the pharisees (were filled with madness,. Luke 
vi. 11. and) went out, and held a council against him,*how 
they might destroy him. 

15. But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from 
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thence (with his disciples to the sea, Mark ill. 7.) and great 
multitudes followed him, and lie healed them all; (see 
Mark Hi. 7—11.) 

1G. And he charged them that they should not make him 
known (to thepharisees, who had consulted how they might 
destroy him): 

17. [ 3 ] That (by this deportment) it might be ful- 
filled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 
(xlii. 1.) 

18. Behold my sen-ant, whom I have chosen; my be- 
loved, in whom my soul is well pleased : I will put my 
Spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the gen- 
tiles. 

19. He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man 
hoar his voice in the streets (4. e. he shall not be conten- 
tious, or set forth himself with noise, tumult, or ostentation 
of what he doth)* 

20. A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax 
shail he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto vic- 
tory (L e. he shall not cease to exercise all acts of charity to 
the souls of them who are any way disposed to receive it, 
though they be weak in faith, till he hath planted the evan- 
gelical dispensation completely in the tcorld, or till the time 
come that he shall execute his judgments on the unbelieving, 
stubborn Jeivs). 

21. And in his name shall the gentiles trust. 

22. Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, 
( who had cast him into a disease, that made him) blind and. 
dumb : and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb 
both spake and saw. 

23. And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not 
this the Son of David? 

24. But when [ 4 ] the pharisecs ( and scribes which came 
/romJenwa/m, Markiii. 22.) heard it, they said, This fellow 
(hath a devil, Mark iii. 22. and) doth not cast out devils, 
but by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils (he being a vio- 
later of the sabbath, and an enemy to our traditions, which 
are more weighty than the law). * 

25. And Jesus knew their thoughts (and called them) y 
and said nnto them (in parables, How can Satan cast out 
Satan? Mark iii. 23. for) every kingdom divided against 
itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house 
divided against itself shall not stand: 

26. And if Satan cast out Satan (if he assist me in this 
ivork, whose doctrine is plainly opposite to the concernments 
of his kingdom, and tvho by these miracles cast him out of 
it), ho is divided against himself, how then shall his king- 
dom stand ? 

27. And (moreover) if I by Beelzebub [ 5 ] cast out devils, 
( let me ask you) by whom do your children (who exorcise 
them in the name of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) 
cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges (i.e. 
your judgment, that they do this by the power of God, shall 
condemn you, who ascribe the same thing, done by me in my 
Father's name, to the assistance of the devil). 

28. But if 1 (who profess myself to be the Messias) cast 
out devils by the [ 6 ] Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God 
is come unto (among) you. 

29. Or else, how can one enter into a strong man's house, 
and spoil his goods (as I spoil these principalities and 
powers by these miracles), except ho first bind the strong 
man (Satan)? and then he will (be able to) spoil his house. 



( I therefore, who thus oppose his interests and designs, and 
defeat his power, can be no confederate ivith him.) 

30. f 7 ] He that is not with me (contending against Satan's 
kingdom) is against me ; and ho that gathereth not with me 
(subjects to God's kingdom) scattcreth (men) abroad (from 

u). 

31. Wherefore (this being so) I say unto you, All man- 
ner of (other) sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto 
men: [ 8 ] but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost (which 
is to come after me), shall not be forgiven unto men. 

32. And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of 
man (the Messias, appearing in these humble circumstances), 
it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against 
(the following dispensation of) the Holy Ghost, it shall not 
be forgiven him,[ 9 ] neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come, (but he shall be obnoxious to eternal judg- 
ment, Mark iii. 29. 

33. Therefore I say unto you,) Either ( take care to) make 
the tree good, and (then) his fruit (will be) good ; or else 
( you will) make the tree corrupt, and (so) his fruit (will 
be) corrupt : for the tree is known by its fruit (and so you 
tvill be known by the corrupt judgment which you pass on 
me, and on these operations of the Holy Ghost, which shall 
testify of me). 

34. O (you that are a) generation of vipers, how can ye, 
being (thus) evil, speak good things ? for out of the abund- 
ance of the heart the mouth speaketh : (so that) 

35. A good man, out of the good treasure of the heart, 
bringeth forth good things; and an evil man, out of the evil 
treasure (of his heart), bringeth forth evil things. 

3G. But (whatever you may think of those malicious and 
blasphemous words you speak against me) [ 10 ] I say unto 
you, That every idle word that men shall (thus) speak, they 
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 

37. For by thy words (if they be good) thou shalt be jus- 
tified, and by thy words (if they be evil) thou shalt be 
condemned. 

38. Then certain of the scribes and of the pharisees 
answered (spake), saying, Master, p 1 ] we would see a sign 
(from heaven) from thee. 

39. But he answered and said unto them, An evil and 
adulterous generation secketh after a sign; and there shall 
no sign be given to it, but[ 12 ] the sign of the prophet Jonas 
(lying three days in the whale's belly, and then rising qut 
of it): 

40. For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the 
whale's belly, [ 13 J so shall the Son of man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth. 

41. The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it, because they repented 
at tho preaching of Jonas (though he did no miracle to 
convince them that he was a prophet); and, behold, a greater 
than Jonas is here. 

42. The queen of the south (i. e. of Arabia and Saba, 
lying south of Jerusalem) shall rise up in judgment with 
this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from 
the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon ; and, behold, a[ u ] greater than Solomon is here. 

43. When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, 
he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findetli 
none. 

44. Then he saith, I will return into my house from 
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whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it 
empty, swept, and garnished. 

45. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other 
spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in, and 
dwell there : and the last state of that man is worse than the 
first. Even [ I5 ] so shall it be also to this wicked generation. 
(Satan, cast out by me and my disciples, finding no where 
else such pleasant desirable habitations, or persons so fitted 
to receive him again, as you of this nation are, shall come 
back to you; and finding that Christy whose doctrine shall 
be entertained by the heathens, hath found no admission 
among you, shall take a more durable possession of you, and 
render you seven times more the children of Satan than you 
werebefore.) 

46. While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother 
and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him; 
(and they could not come at him, because the multitude sat 
round about him, Mark iii. 32. Luke viii. 19.) 

47. Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy 
brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee. 

48. But he answered and said to him that told him, (and 
by him to the rest, Mark iii. 33. Luke viii. 21.) Who is my 
mother? and who are my brethren? 

49. And (looking round about on them tliat sat round him, 
Mark iii. 34.) he stretched forth his hand towards his dis- 
ciples, and said, Behold (those whom I esteem as) my mo- 
ther and my brethren ! 

50. For whosoever shall do the will of my Father, which 
is in heaven, the same is (as dear to me as) my brother, 
and sister, and mother. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XII. 

[*] Ver. 2. 01 fiaOtfrai gov ttoiowtiv 8 ouk t^tari Trotuv Iv 
aafifiaTy, Thy disciples do tliat which it is not lawful to do 
on the sabbath-day .] I shall here in one view give all the 
exceptions of the Jews against our Saviour and his dis- 
ciples for violating the rest required on the sabbath-day, 
and our Lord's defence against them. And, 

First, They here declare that Christ's disciples by rubbing 
of the ears of corn, and eating thatwhich they had rubbed out, 
did that which was not laAvful to be done upon the sabbath- 
day. And this, saith Maimonides, was forbid, because 
plucking tlie ears of corn was a kind of reaping; where, by 
the way, observe, that they seem to be mistaken, who think 
the fault objected to the disciples was this, that they did 
break their fasts before they had celebrated tlie public offices, 
against the common custom of the Jews : (Acts ii. 15.) for 
as it is not intimated at what time of the day they did this, so 
was it against the Jewish canons, at what time soever of the 
day it was done : moreover, the accusation is not, that this 
was not lawful to be done before the morning-service was 
ended, but that it was not lawful to be done on the sabbath- 
day; and our Lord's whole defence respects that only, and 
not the other supposed accusation; nor is our Saviour's 
argument from what the priests did on the sabbath-day ap- 
plicable to that purpose, for though they Averc employed 
about the sacrifices, they might abstain from eating till the 
morning-sacrifice was offered.. This action ol'his disciples 
our Lord defends, (1.) by tho example of David and his 
followers, who did eat of the shew-bread, which the law 
had appropriated to the priests, and made unlawful for the 
laity to eat of; for if the hunger of David and his followers 



made the violation of that ritual law justifiable, the hun- 
ger of his disciples must equally justify their violation of 
that ritual command touching the sabbath. And even ac- 
cording to the Jews * this example of David contains two 
things, tending to excuse the violation of the sabbath. 
(1.) That they suppose that David with his men thus fled 
upon the sabbath-day, and yet were not guilty of violating 
the rest of the sabbath. For thus they teach, Our masters 
think it lawful for him whom the gentiles or thieves pursue, 
to profane the sabbath for preservation of his life; for so 
we read of David, that when Saul sought to kill him, he fled, 
and escaped; and that he did this on the sabbath-day, they 
collect from those Avords, 1 Sam. xxi. 7. that Doeg was de- 
tained that day before the Lord; L e. by the religion of the 
sabbath. (2.) That their own canons allowed the laity 
to eat of the shew-bread for preservation of life; for thus 
speaks Kimchif on the place, Our rabbins of blessed me- 
mory say, that he gave him of the shew-bread, &c. their in- 
terpretation also of the clause, yea, though it were sanctified 
this day in the vessel, is this, It is a small thing to say, It iV 
lawful for us to eat the bread removed from the table, it would 
be lawful for us in this extreme hunger even to eat the bread 
now sanctified upon the table, if there were no other; and 
indeed this opinion, that it was lawful to violate the sabbath' 
for the preservation of life, seems plainly to have obtained 
before the translation of the Septuagint, who render the 
words thus, Exod. xii. 16. Ye shall do no servile work on 
it, iiki)v oaa Troiy${)<rzTai 7ra<rp ^vyjj, tovto fiovov TroirjOjjo-c- 
rai ifxtv, but that which shall be done for the sake of life, that 
only shall be done by you. (2.) Christ's second argument 
is taken from the work performed morning and evening by 
the priests, in preparing and offering the sacrifices; this, 
saith Christ, by virtue of the same law, and the authority of 
the same Lawgiver who commanded the rest of the sabbath, 
was done by the priests upon each sabbath-day; Avhence 
it is evident, that far more laborious Avork was to be done 
by God's command, upon the sabbath, to obey the ritual 
precepts which concerned the sacrifices; and much more 
might my disciples do that lesser work of rubbing out some 
ears of corn to satisfy their hunger, which is a work of 
charity, and to fit them for that higher work of attending 
me in preaching of the gospel. And to this agree those 
sayings of the Jews, cited by Dr. Lightfoot on the place,. 
There is no sabbath at all in the temple, and the servile works 
which are done about holy things are not servile. In confirm- 
ation of this argument, our Saviour adds, that all that work 
by which the JeAvish priests profaned the sabbath, was 
done only for the service of the temple, whereas the ser- 
vice done by his disciples to their Lord, was service done 
to one much greater than the temple, both in respect of dig- 
nity, as being a Divine person,' and of sanctity, as being 
not only relatively holy, but sanctified even in his human 
nature, by inhabitation of the Spirit, and of the fulness of 
the Godhead in him; what therefore might be done for the 
service of the temple, might much more be done for the 
service of one much greater than the temple. (3:) Our Sa- 
viour argues still h comparatis, by way of comparison, 
thus; The observation of the rest prescribed by the law, was 
only the observance of a. ritual command, like that of sacri- 
fice; the feeding of the hungry was a moral precept, .God 
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therefore by declaring he would have mercy , rather than 
sacrifice, sufficiently declared lie would dispense with these 
ritual precepts, when the observation of them did obstruct 
the rules of charity and mercy; and this was also suitable 
to that declaration of the Jews, that to love our neighbour 
as ourselves, is more than all burnt-offerings and sacrifices, 
Markxii. 33. (4.) Christ argues thus, That which is in- 
stituted for the sake of another tiling, must yield to the good 
pf that for whoso sake it was instituted; butthe rest of the 
sabbath was instituted for the sake of man, tired with the 
labours of the week: therefore it is to yield to the good of 
man. (5.) The words following, For the Son of mail is 
Lord also of the sabbath/ or as they are Mark ii. 18. oxm 
Kipio? lariv 6 vfoc tov av0f)u>7rov, Kal rov ouj3j3arov, are differ- 
ently interpreted by learned men; Grotius conceives, that 
• the phrase, the S071 of man, hath no relation to Christ, but 
only 'signifies man in general; his reasons are these; the 
first is taken from the connexion of these with the foregoing 
■words in St. Mark, thus, The sabbath was made for man, 
not man for the sabbath; therefore the Son of man is Lord 
also of the sabbath. Now this consequence will not follow 
from the preceding words, if by them we understand Christ; 
but it directly follows from them, if by that phrase- we 
understand mankind in general. (2.) Did, this relate to 
Christ's authority over the sabbath, it seems to be an in- 
timation of his power to abrogate or dissolve the sabbath, 
which power he was so far from asserting, that he declares 
he came not to dissolve the law, but to fulfil it. And they, 
who were so highly offended with him for the works of charity 
lie did upon the sabbath-day, had ho openly asserted his 
power to abrogate it, would have been much more offended 
with him, and would have needed no lesser matter of ac- 
cusation against him; this being by their law a capital 
crime. And, (3.) because this would have been a plain 
asserting, that he was the Christ; whereas he never spake 
thus to the people, or the pharisees, nor would he suffer 
his disciples to declare it. But the reverend Dr, Hammond, 
and Dr. Lightfoot conceive this phrase must signify him 
■who is the S071 of man, kclt l%oxnv, by way of eminence. 
(1.) Because this phrase is used eighty-eight times in the 
New Testament; and in all other places doth unquestion- 
ably signify our blessed Lord. (2.) Because, where this 
phrase occurs, Dan. vii. 13. all the ancient Christians, and 
even the Jews, expound it, not as Mr. Clerc- here doth, 
of man in general, but say expressly, this is the king Mes- 
siah; and that the rabbins did rightly expound the words 
of Daniel concerning him : Christ, therefore, speaking of 
himself still in this language to the Jews, must be supposed 
to use it in the sense they understood it in Daniel; and so 
be plainly scemeth to interpret himself, by saying, Hereaf- 
ter shall ye see the Son qfman coming in the clouds: (Matt, 
xxvi. 64.) he saying this in answer to the question of the 
high-priest, Art thou the Christ? vcr. 03. And, (3.) he 
who before had argued that his disciples might lawfully do 
this in his service, because one greater than the temple was 
here, (vcr. G.) might also argue from his power, as the pro- 
phet sent from God to the Jews, for the exemption of his 
disciples in cases of necessity, and greater good from the 
rest of the sabbath, especially since Christ was only greater 
than the temple, as being emphatically ,the Son of man. 
Nor is it difficult to answer the arguments of Grotius. For, 
(1.) if we render the word Sxm, denique, as Brugensis and 



Maldonato ; or adhmc, moreover, as it is sometimes used 
in Homer, there will be in these words of Mark no conse- 
quence from the former, but a new argument, like to that of 
St. Matthew, vcr. G. Here is one greater than the temple. 
But, (2.) according to the ordinary import of that word, 
the consequence runs plainly thus, The sabbath w r as made 
for the good of man; so that the Son of man, who came not 
to destroy men's lives, but to save them, must have power 
in such cases as concern the good and welfare of man- 
kind, to dispense with the strict rest required by the law of 
the sabbath. 

And this affords a sufficient answer to the second argu- 
ment of, Grotius; it being not asserted, that Christ here 
challengeth a power to abrogate or dissolve the sabbath, 
but only such a power as the Jews allowed to their. own 
prophets in cases of necessity, arid of higher importance, 
to dispense with the rest from labour required by the letter 
of it, as he sufficiently does by justifying the works of 
mercy he did on that day, by this aphorism, thattt is lawful 
to do good on the sabbath-day. 

To his third argument, I answer, That our Saviour not 
only permits others to assert he was the Christ, or the 
Messiah, as in the case of Andrew, John i. 42. of Philip, 
vcr." 26. of Nathanael, ver. 50. and especially of John the 
Baptist, who was sent on purpose to bear witness "to him, 
that he was the Son of God; but he himself sufficiently and 
often doth it, declaring not only to the blind man, (John ix* 
35. 37.) that he was the Son of God, but also to the pha- 
risees and Jews, insomuch that they attempt to stone him 
for it; (John x. 31.) and saying to them, If ye believe not 
that I am he, lyw djii, (John viii. 24. 28.) ye shall die in your 
sins, which is as much as, I am the Clirist ; for what is ab- 
solutely, lyd) elfit, Markxiii. 6. Luke xxi. 1. is, I am the 
Christ, Matt. xxiv. 5. So that our Saviour only did forbid 
his disciples to divulge this before his resurrection, for the 
reasons assigned note on ix. 30. 

To these arguments, used by our Saviour here, we may 
add two others in St. Luke, where,- xiii. 15, 1G. Christ 
argues thus : That if they loosed their ox or ass from the 
^stall on the sabbath-day, and led him to water, much 
more might he loose a daughter of Abraham, who had 
been bound by Satan eighteen years on that day. And again, 
xiv. 5. Seeing when your ox or ass falls into a pit on the 
sabbath-day, you draw him out of it on the same day, 
much more may I cure an hydropic man on that day; 
where the argument is plainly & minori ad majus; it being 
a greater charity to work for the benefit of man on that 
day, than for the good of beasts ; where Christ again, as 
Capellns and Lightfoot have observed, argues from the 
Jewish canons, which permitted them not only to .draw 
water for their beasts, but also to lead them out to water 
on the sabbath-day; and though the latter Jews, from ha- 
tred to Christ, will not allow the drawing of a beast 
out of a pit on the sabbath, yet is it certain, both from 
those words of Luke, they could not answer him a wordy 
(xiv. 6.) aud from their canons, cited by Dr. Lightfoot on 
the place, that they anciently allowed this. And this is 
still more evident from the words cited from the Septua- 
gint, allowing them to do what was requisite, 7r«<ry ^vx£, 
to preserve all life; from whence Tertullian* and St. Jc- 

* Ady. W»rcion. lib. it, cap. 12. el I. adv. Jad. cap. 4, 5. in Isa. ItuuF. 97. M. 
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rome have observed, that the law allowed theih to do on 
the sabbath, " quod fiet omni animae, et quae adanimi sa- 
lutcm pertinent," those things which belonged to the pre- 
servation of life. 

Our Lord's last argument is taken from the law of cir- 
cumcision, which required that their children should be 
circumcised on the eighth day, though that were the sab- 
bath; and circumcision was a work of considerable labour: 
If then, saith Christ, the rest of the sabbath might be 
broken for the circumcision of an infant, though that were 
a ritual precept, surely it maybe so, to restore health to a 
rnan who hath been diseased thirty-eight years: and this 
was also suitable to the canons of the Jews; their wise 
men speaking thus, They do all things necessai-y to circum- 
cision on the sabbath-day, though this may seem profane on 
that day. (Pirk. Eliez. cap. 29. p. 65.) : .» 

[ 2 ] Ver. 10. 'E7rrjpcuTT]<Tav avrbv Xiyovrtg, &C. They asked 
him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath-day?]' This 
is not contrary to what St. Mark, iii. 4. and St. Luke; 
vi. 9. say, that Christ asketh them; for both are true, that 
they asked him, whether it were lawful to heal? and he 
replies by saying, / will ask yon, also, whether it be not 
lawful to do good on the sabbath-day ? 

[ 3 ] Ver. 17 — 19. Tliat it might be fulfilled, which teas spoken 
by Esaias the prophet, saying, Behold my servant, whom I 
liave chosen— He shall not strive, nor cry.] Here many 
phrases are to be explained- for the due understanding 
of these words : as, 

First, I will put my Spirit upon Mm, and he shall shew 
judgment to the gentiles; where the shewing xplmv, judg- 
ment, being the effect of his having the Spirit upon him, 
must respect all the righteous laws he was to deliver by 
virtue of this unction, in, his Father's name, according to the 
usual acceptation of the word tcplauQ, judgments, for the 
laws of God in the Old Testament; as when God is said 
to have given to his people, StKatdj/iara koi tcpfoztg, statutes 
and judgments, Exod. i. 25. Deut. iv. 5. to teach, ver. 14. 
and command them to keep his statutes and judgments. 
(Deut. xxx. 16.) Now it is observable from Mark iii. 6, 
7. that when the pharisees held a council to destroy him, 
he recedes from them to the sea of Galilee, whither came 
to him a great multitude from Galilee, from Idumea, and 
beyond Jordan, and from the parts about Tyre and Sidon ; 
and by teaching them, and doing his miracles before them, 
he shelved judgment to the gentiles. 

He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear 
his voice in the street ; i.e. he shall not be contentious, nor 
set forth himself with noise or tumult, or ostentation of his 
doings; and this was here fulfilled by his ceasing to dis- 
pute any longer with those pharisees, who, when they 
could not answer him a word, consult how t they may de- 
stroy him; and, by his strict charge to the multitudes he 
had healed, that they should not make him known: 

A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax 
shall he not quench. Here, saith St. Jerome, " Qui pec- 
catori non porrigit manum, et qui non portat onus fratris 
sui," he that stretcheth not forth his hand to the dinner, 
and he that beareth not the burden of his brother, he 
breaks the bruised, reed; " et qui modicam scintillam 
fidei contemnit in parvulis," and he that condemneth the 
small spark of faith in little ones, quenches the smoking 
flax. Now, though Christ went from that place to avoid 
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the rage of the pharisees/ the text informs us, that he 
ceased not to heal the multitudes, and to instruct them, 
ver. 15. Mark iii. 10. And by continuing still such acts 
of charity to the souls of all that were disposed to hear, 
though they were yetweak in faith, and by healihgall that 
came unto him for relief, he fully answered this character. 
"Ewe av Ik^oK-q uq vlkoq rfjv npimv, till he bring forth 
judgment unto victory; i. e. according to most interpreters, 
till he hath made his gospel and his' righteous law victori- 
ous over all its enemies; and to this sense, the words' of 
the prophet; (Isa. xlii. 4.) till he hath established judgment 
in the earth'; agree. But the phrase; dg' vitcog, doth often 
signify to the end, to the utmost; or for ever ': (see the note, 
on T Cor. xv. 54.) whence others probably interpret the 
words thus, till the time come, that he shall execute his judg- 
ment- on the stubborn unbelieving Jews, so that wrath shall 
come upon them to the utmost ; and they being thus rejected, 
the gospel being taken from them, and their house left de- 
solate, in him shall the gentiles trust. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 24. 01 St <j>apt<yatot d-irov, ovrog ovk eicjSaXXa $ai- 
fiovia, et w iv tc£ BeeA£ej3ouA, &c. But the pharisees said, He 
onlycasteth out devils by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils.] 
That "which made the pharisees* thus to calumniate bur 
Saviour's miracles, was this, that they found the people 
induced by them to believe he was the Son of David, (ver. 
23.) or the Christ; thus, when they* heard the people 
murmuring, (John vii. 31.) the chief priests and pharisees 
sent men to take him;(yer. 32.) and this they did, not only 
from ah apprehension, that, if this belief obtained, it might 
bring the power of the Romans upon them; (Johnxi. 48.) 
but chiefly, because it* would put an end-to their credit 
with, and authority over the people, they being still repre- 
sented by our Lord- as blind guides, and the worst' of hy~ 
pocrites. 

The word Beelzebul, or, as St. Jerome hath it'better, Beel- 
zebub, [signifies the lord of a fly : which was a name'thc 
heathens gave not only to Hercules,' but even to Jupiter, 
the prince of their gods; as both Pausanias in Eliacis,* 
and Clemens Alexandrinusf in his Prophetics, and the 
epithets given to' him, testify. Though it is more probable 
that the Jews took this name from the Philistines, where 
Beelzebub was worshipped, (2 Kings i. 6.) as the god of 
Ekron\; and' what the heathens fabulously write of the 
temples -of Hercules and Jupiter,^ " divinitus \\\b nequc 
canibus, neque muscis ingressus est," that the deity kept 
the flies from them; that the Jews say of their temple, that 
" in domomactationis non conspecta est'musca," a fly 
was not seen in the slaughter-house. (Pirk. Avoth. cap. 5 — 8.) 
Note also, that as the Jews § held there was one who was 
" caput omnium diabolorum," the chief of all the devils : 
so also did the heathens, "for Porphyry || saith, that they 
who did evil by enchantments, tovtovq fiaiXurra koI rbv irpot- 
<rrwra avT&v ttcrtfibHTt, chiefly worshipped them and their jwe- 
sident, and that ri 7rpozoTu><m avrH>v Svvafiig, the power that 
presided over % them would be deemed the greatest god; 

[ 5 ] Ver. 27. Kai d iyi> iv rq> Be£A&j3o£>A lfcj3aXXw r^Satjuo'vtcr 
&c. And if J by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your 

9 Aiywrai it x*ta ravra Hat fatiot JhJii* t£ a*rcyuviw &t'C ifyKavnm rnt b*ih*? ohvfx- 
ltia.$ rkifxviat; Kliac. prior. 

t 'AfffftuiM A*i* S-yffvff*!)* hhmt, fafjuiUt $2 airojxvta t Hp*xAi7. Protrep. p. 24. C. 

$ Solin. cap. 1. PHn. lib. x. cap. 39. $ paxt. in vnee Sammaol. 

|| De abstin. ab animal. lib. ji. acol. 41, 42. 

s 
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children cast them out ?] That it was the custom of the 
Jews to cast out devils by the invocation of the name of 
the Most High, or of the God of Abraham, Isaac, And 
Jacob, we learn from Justin Martyr, who speaks to Trypho* 
the Jew thus, Jfany of you do exorcise devils by the name 
of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, perhaps he 
tcill obey you. And from Irenaeus,f who saith, All things 
are subject to the Most Iligh, and by invocation of his name 
even before the advent of our Lord, men were saved from 
evil sphits, and all kinds of demons. Josephus % informs 
us, that God gave this art to Solomon against devils, that 
he should teach it, t\g uxj^Xdav Kal Sspa-ndav roig avOpunrotg, 
for the profit and healing of men, and that he left behind 
him, Tp6irovg c£o/)kw<x£wc, those ways of exorcising by ivhich 
those devils were so effectually cast out, as never to return 
again. Thus then our Saviour seems to argue ; You doubt 
not but your exorcists, who use the name of God, the God 
of Abraham, &c. do cast out devils by virtue of that name, 
it will then be matter of your condemnation, who pass so 
favourable a judgment upon them, to pass such an unjust 
censure upon me, in whom you see far greater evidences 
of the finger of God, in casting out all manner of evil 
spirits, and healing all kinds of diseases. And whereas 
Episcopius objects against this interpretation, that it is not 
certain that these exorcisms were itsedbytheJewsin CJirisfs 
time; this is an evidence he had not read these authors: 
for Josephus doth expressly say, ko\ avrri fitxP 1 v " v * a P 
vffiv ff Stpanda irXtiarov Ivyyti, that this way of curing de- 
moniacs did even then prevail among them; and gives an 
instance of one Elcazer, who, before Vespasian, his sons, 
and soldiers, rovg wo rwv Saifioviwv Xafifiavofiivovg into- 
Xiovra tovtwv, delivered them from demons who were pos- 
sessed with them. And Ircnseus saith in the forementioned 
place, " Judaei usque nunc hac ipsa advocatione daemo- 
nas fugant," the Jews to this day expel devils by this invo- 
cation. Theophilus,§} that ol Satfioviwvrtg Iviort kcl\ fitXP 1 T0V 
Scupo l^opKtKovT(}i Kara rov ovofiarog rov o\rrog Gcou, till that 
very time those that were possessed were exorcised by the 
name of the true God. And Origen,|| that the name of the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, being used by the Jews, 
lv t<£ k-arnrgSav Saifiovac, in the incantation of devils, did 
great miracles ; and therefore was used to this effect not 
by them only, but by all others who used magic and en- 
chantments. We read, Luke ix. 49. of one among the 
Jews, who did cast out devils by the name of Jesus, though 
he neither followed him, nor his disciples; and some con- 
ceive this question of our Lord relates to such, it being a 
strong presumption of the Divine power, and the mission 
of Christ, that his name was so powerful even in their 
mouths who did not own him; but because we read of 
one only that did this, and find not that the pharisees 
.thought better of him, than of Christ himself, I prefer the 
former exposition of these words. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 28. EI Si ly£) lv Trvtvpan Gcou cfcj3aXAo» ra Satfiovia, 
&c. But if I by the Spirit of God do cast out devils, no 



"tf»; virrraytnrat. Dial, cam Trjpb. p. 311. C 

t "Et hajas inrocatione eilam trrtc tdventum. Domini noslri aalrabanlar Haraints 
a. Spiritibne neqaissimis, aai a Dieraoniis aniversis," lib. ii. cap. 5. vide Grotiura in 
locam. 
• $ Arcb. lib. viii. cap. 2. p. 237. 

J Lib. ii. p. 87. C. J Lib. if. contr. Cels. p. 183, 184. 



doubt the kingdom of God is come unto you.} How Christ 
did miracles, and cast out devils by the Spirit of God, see 
note on chap. iii. The inference of Christ from this is <Jear, 
that he was the Messias promised to set op the kingdom 
spoken of by Daniel ; for seeing in their own opinion their 
Messias was to erect this kingdom, that Divine assistance 
which proved that he was now come, who was the Messiah, 
must also prove the kingdom of God was come; and seeing 
that the kingdom of Satan was by this power overthrown, 
they reasonably might think the kingdom of God was ready 
to be set up, and that one stronger than he was come among 
them, (ver. 29.) 

\J] Ver. 30."'O fii) wv/utr Ifiov, tear Ifiov lori, He that is 
notwithme, is against me.'] He that sides not with me, 
contending against Satan and his kingdom, is against me, 
as being unwilling that his kingdom should be destroyed. 
And he that in doing this work is not against me, T>ut casts 
out devils in my name, though he doth not yet follow me, 
is forme. (Luke ix. 49, 50.) 

t 8 ] Ver. 31. *H Si rov irvtifiarog rov aylov j3Xaa0Tjfua ovk 
afcOiiGtrai avOp&Troi? But the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost shall never be forgiven "unto men.] Against the Holy 
Ghost, i. e. against the miracles done by him, Theoph. 
(Of this blasphemy, see the Appendix at the end of this 
Gospel.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 32. OJ5rc lv rovry rt$ aiwvi, ovrt lv r<j> fitXXovri, 
Neither in this age, nor in the age to come*] Hence the 
papists argue for the remission of some sins in purgatory, 
after this life is ended, which are not by God remitted 
here. But the Scripture knows only two times for the re- 
mission of sins, one here upon earth, (Matt. ix. 6.) to the 
believer and penitent person ; and the other at the day of 
judgment, when the great Judge shall pronounce the sen- 
tence of absolution to all his faithful servants, when the times 
of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; (Acts 
iii. 19, 20.) and they shall find mercy in that day. (2 Tim. 
i. 18.) Christ therefore saith, this blasphemy of the Holy 
Ghost shall neither obtain remission now, nor at the great . 
day of our accounts ; that is, it shall not at all be remitted ; 
for that this is the true import of this phrase, is evident 
from St. Mark, -saying, he that doth thus blaspheme, ouk?x" 
a<j>tmv tig alwva, shall never find remission, (iii. 29.) but is 
obnoxious ^to eternal judgment: and from St. Luke, de- 
claring absolutely, ovk a<j>^}<nrat, he shall not be forgiven: 
(xii. 10.) this being a common mode of speaking among 
the Jews; thus R. Eliczer* proves, that the Samaritans 
have no portion in the world to come, because it is said, it 
belongs not to you to build with us in this world, nor in the 
world to come; and a sick man is introduced, requiring his 
son to give him tlie water and meat which the physician had 
forbidden, threatening if he refused not to forgive him in 
this world, nor in the world to come, i. e. never to forgive 
him. And indeed the Jews thought that the pangs of death 
might expiate sins, but they hold, " nullam esse peccati 
expiationcm post mortem," that there was no expiation for 
sin after death; and therefore could not use this phrase in 
the popish sense. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 36. Atyw S2 iftiv, on rrav prjjiia apybv, &C. But 
I say unto you, That of every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give an account at the day of judgment.] 

* Pirk. JUiez. sect. 38. 
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Agreeable to this is that of Plato,* kov<(><ov tcai ttttivwv Xoycov 
fiapvTCLTri ?>y\}ila 9 oHevous is the damage of light and volatile 
toords, for a Divine nemesis is appointed to oversee these 
things: now the light, idle words in Plato, are plainly 
words spoken of their parents, or to the defamation of 
persons they ought to have in veneration ; here then is one 
sense of the phrase, that scandalous, slanderous reviling of 
those we ought to venerate, and who have well deserved 
well of us, will render us obnoxious to condemnation at 
the day of judgment; and to this sense the very* context 
leads: the scandalous, defamatory words the pharisees 
had here spoken of our Saviour's person and miracles, 
giving occasion to these words, Cicero f farther saith, that 
" appellator -k philosophis, apybg Xoyog, cui si pareamus, 
nihil omnino est quod agamus in vita," the philosophers call 
that an idle word, which if we hold to, there is nothing left 
for us to do, no service to the gods, no acts of virtue or cha- 
rity; so that what is obstructive to piety and goodness, as 
was this saying of the pharisees to the admission of our 
Saviour's doctrine, on which the true love, of God and of 
our brother did especially depend, is emphatically apybg 
X6yog. Others think that p^ara apya here signifies false 
tvords, because in the Hebrew DvDJ. DU1 vain words, 
hath this signifiqation ; as when they say, that prophecy 
contains the pure truth, but in dreams are D^t02D > 21 false 
things contained: to be sure the words here intended must 
not simply be words uncdifying, or which do not directly 
tend to the glory of God ; from which men of great busi- 
ness and conversation cannot be wholly free; but wicked 
words proceeding from an evil heart: for our Lord having 
heard these words of the pharisees, speaks thus to them, 

generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good 
things? since out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh, ver. 34. and 35. an evil man, out of the evil treasure 
of his heart, bringeth forth evil things; and then connects 
them thus, I say unto you therefore; whence it is evident, 
that the words here styled idle tvords, were such as demon- 

. strated the speaker to bo an evil man, out of an evil heart 
speaking evil words. (See Kettlewell of groundless Scru- 
ples, lib. v. cap. 5.) 

[ u ] Ver. 38. OlXofitv a^o <rov anuuov llziv, We would see 
from thee a sign.] They had seen a withered hand made 
whole, (ver. 13.) a devil cast forth, and a blind and dumb 
man see and speak: (ver. 22.) the sign which they require 
farther must therefore be a sign from heaven, as we read, 
xvi. 1. Luke xi. 1G. viz. the sign of the Son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven. (Dan. vii.13.) , In this our Saviour 
doth at present refuse to gratify them, the time of his 
coming thus being after his resurrection, even when he was 
to come to the destruction of their nation: (Matt. xxiv. 30.) 
and therefore at his death he speaks thus unto them, Verily 

1 say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting 
at the right hand of Power, and coming in the clouds of hea- 
ven, (Matt. xxvi. 64.) 

[ 12 ] Ver. 39. The sign of the prophet Jonas.] Of Jonah and 
his preaching these things seem here considerable. First, 
That as Jonah was sent to preach to the gentiles, so Christ 
tfere insinuates, that through the infidelity of the jews it 
should be so with his disciples. Secondly, That as Jonah 
prevailed upon the Ninevitcs, by surviving after he had 



De Legib. lib.iv, p. 852. E. 
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been so long in the whale's belly ; this miraculous escape, 
with which they doubtless were acquainted, confirming to 
them the truth. of his prophetic office: so Christ, whilst 
living, with all his miracles, prevailed but little ; but as he 
had foretold, John xii. 32. after his death, he drew all men 
after him. Thirdly, As Nineveh repenting then at the 
preaching of Jonah, relapsed afterward to their old sins; 
and therefore, according to the computation of Bishop 
Usher, verified the words of Jonah in the prophetic style, a 
day for a year : so the nation of the Jews, after they had 
received the baptism of John, calling them to believe in him 
that should come after him, perished by their infidelity, 
about forty years after the preaching of the Baptist to 
them. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 40. Ovtwq iarai b vlbg tov avSpwirov Iv t£ Kapdtq 
rris ym rpug vfiipag koi rpug vvktuq* So shall the Son of man 
be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.] 

Obj. Against the truth of these words it is objected, 
That Christ was in the sepulchre only two nights, one 
whole day, and two parts of a day, and so could not bo 
there three days and three nights. 

Ans. In answer to this objection/note, 
- First, That the Hebrews began their computation of a 
natural day from the evening or night preceding. So we 
read, Gen.i. 5. and the evening and the morning were the 
first day : so Dan. viii. 14. unto two thousand three hun- 
dred evenings and mornings shall the sanctuary be cleansed: 
so Lev. xxiii. 32. from evening to evening shall ye celebrate 
your sabbath : hence both St. Mark and Luke observe, that 
Christ taught in the synagogue on the sabbath-day, (MaTk 
i. 21. 32. Luke iv. 40.) and when the sun was set, and so the 
sabbath ended, they brought their sick unto him: so that in 
their phrase to say, so many evenings and mornings, days 
and nights, is the same as to say so many natural days ; 
for in the measuring of any time which contains in it both 
days and nights, a day is always taken in that sense in 
which it includes both day andiiight. Moreover, the Greek 
language hath its compounds, and so is able to express a 
natural day by the word wxPnutgov, but the Jews have no 
such compound words, and therefore cannot otherwise ex- 
press a natural day, but by these two words, day and night : 
So Gen. vii. 4. I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty 
days and forty nights: 1 Sam. xxx. 12. That Egyptian 
did eat tw bread, nor drink water, three days and three 
nights : Exod. xxiv. 18. Moses was in the mount forty days 
and forty nights. 

Secondly, Note that it is a received rule among the 
Jews,* that apart of the day is put for the whole; so that 
whatsoever is done in any part of the day, is properly said 
to be done that day ; since then our Lord was in the grave 
one whole natural day, and part of two other natural days, 
lie might truly be said, according to their computation, to 
be in it three days and three nights. Note, 

Thirdly, That it is very usual to reckon that to be done 
in so many days, or so many days and nights, which is done 
so as that the action begins in any part of the first, and ends 
in any part of the last day : so 1 Kings xx. 29. They en- 
camped against one another seven days, and in the seventh 
day the battle joined. And Esther saith, iv. 1G. Fast ye for 
me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day; I and 



* See Dr. Lightf, aod Grotias. 
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my maidens will fast also, and then will I go in unto the 
king; and yet (v. 1.) she goes in to the king on the third 
day. So Luke ii. 21. WHien eight days were accomplished 
for the circumcision of the child, they called his name Jems; 
and yet the day of his birth and ofhis circumcision were 
two of these eight days, and the complete days were only 
six. So St. Luke saith, that about eight days after these 
words, lie took Peter, John, and James, and went up into the 
mount: (Luko ix. 2S.) but St. Matthew, xvii. 1. and St. 
Mark, ix. 2. tell. us it was six days after; i. e. including the 
day he spake the words, and the day he went up into the 
mount, it might be reckoned eight, excluding them it was 
only six. Since then our Saviour was in the grave part of 
Friday, and the evening or night before must, by tho He- 
brew computation, bo accounted to that day; seeing he 
was in the grave all Friday night and Saturday; seeing he 
was in the grave all Saturday night, and part of the morn- 
ing of the day following, and that morning, with the prece- 
dent evening, make a third natural day, he may, according 
to the Hebrew computation, be truly. said to have been 
three nights and three days in the heart, of the earth. (See 
note on Mark viii. 31.) • 

[ w ] Ver. 42. UXiiov 2oXo/xwi/roc wSc, A greater than Solo- 
mon is here?] God therefore having promised to Solomon 
such wisdom that/ as there was none like him before 
(among mere men), so should there after arise none like 
unto him, (1 Kings iii. 12.) he that was.greater in wisdom 
than Solomon, must be more than a man. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 45. Ofrrwc tarat kcii ry yevfp tovtqt^ Trovr\o$ So 
shall it also be to this wicked generation.] These words 
seem plainly to apply the preceding parable to the unbe- 
lieving Jews of that age, and therefore to import, that the 
devil, who, by the labours of Christ and of. his disciples, 
had been cast out of so many of them, finding no rest 
among the heathens, from whose persons and temples tho 
Christians would everywhere expel him, and finding the 
Jewish nation, by th^ir prodigious wickedness and obsti- 
nate incredulity, still more prepared than ever to receive 
him, would return unto them, and render them more incre- 
dulous, contumacious,, and obdurate,, more impure and 
wicked, hypocritical and blasphemous, than they were be- 
fore, till he had brought, them to destruction. 

CHAP. XIII. 

1. A HE same day (that his mother came to him, Matt, 
xii. 4G.) went Jesus out of the house, and. sat by the sea- 
side. 

2. And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, 
so that (to avoid the pressure of the multitude) he went into 
a ship, and sat (near the land); and tho whole multitude 
stood on the shore. 

3. And he spake many things unto them in parables, 
saying, (Hearken, Mark iv. 3.) Behold, a sower went forth 
to sow; 

, 4. And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way-side, 
(and were, trod upon, Luke viii. 5.) and tho fowls (of the 
air, Mark iv. 4,) came and devoured them up; 

5. Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much 
earth (to feed and cover the root): and forthwith they 
sprang up, ( and withered, Luke viii. G.) [ x ] because they 
had no deepness of earth (to take root in) ; 



G. And (so) when the sun was up, they were scorched ; 
and because they had not (deepne j of) root, they withered 
away : 

7. And some fell among thorns ; and the thorns sprang 
up (with them), and (overgrowing them) choked them: 
(and so these seeds yielded nofmit, Mark iv. 7.) 

8. But other (seed) fell into good ground, and brought 
forth fruit (according to the goodness oj the ground J,[ 2 ]some 
a hundred-fold, some sixty-fold, some thirty-fold. 

9. (And having said this, he added, Mark iv. 9. Luke 
viii. 8. He) [ 3 ] who hath ears to hear, let him hear. (See 
xi. 15.) 

10. And ( when he toas alone, Mark iv. 10.) the disciples ' 
came, and said unto him, [ 4 ] Why speakest thou unto them 
in parables 1.(and also asked him the meaning of the para* 
ble, Luke viii. 9.) 

11. He answered and said unto them, (I speak not to you, 
who prize and improve the doctrine I impart, in parables,) 
because unto (such as)you it is given to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven (or what is obscurely delivered 
concerning it), but to them (who slight and neglect what is" 
plainly taught them) it is not given (to know them). - 

12. [ 5 ] For whosoever hath (i . e. duly improves the know- 
ledge which he hath), to him shall be given (more), and he 
shall have more abundance : but whosoever hath not (i. e.- 
who, by making no use of it, is as if he had it not), from him 
shall be taken away even that he (unprofitable) hath. 

13. (Wlience you may learn, that) therefore speak I 
unto them in parables : because (they are like to those incon- 
siderate and slothful men, of whom it is proverbially said, 
because of their neglect to act according to their knowledge, 
that) they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, nei- 
ther do they understand. 

- 14. [T] And (so, by their shutting thus their eyes against the 
light, and stopping their ears against instruction) in them is 
fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye 
shall hear, and shall not understand ; and seeing ye shall (or 
will) see, and shall (or will) not perceive (it being with 
them now, as it was with the same people then) : 

15. For this people's heart is waxed gross (hath been 
made thick or condensated, so that the word cannot pierce 
into it), and their ears are dull of hearing (Gr. they have , 
heard heavily with their, ears), and their eyes they have' 
closed (against the light); lest at any time they should 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and 
I should heal them, (and their sins should be forgiven them, 
Mark iv. 12.) 

1G. But blessed are your eycs;for they see : and your ears, 
for they hear (the things belonging to this kingdom, ivcll 
worthy of your regard). 

,17. For [ 7 ] verily I say unto you, That many prophets 
and righteous men have, desired to see those things which 
ye see (the advent of the promised Messias), and have not 
seen them; and to hear those things which.yc hear (the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God revealed), and have not 
heard them. 

[Mark iv. 13. And he said un to them, Know ye not this 
parable? and how then will ye know all jiarables,*as it be- 
cometh them to do, who are to reveal the mysteries of this 
kingdom to others?] 

18. Hear ye therefore the (meaning of -(he) parable of 
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the sower ; (He that soiueth is the Son of man, the seed sown 
is the word of God, Luke viii. 11.) 

19. f 6 ] When any one heareth the word of the kingdom 
(of God), and understandeth it not (i, e. considereth not 
of it), then cometh the wicked one, (the prince of the air, 
Epb. ii.2.) and catcheth away that which was sown in his 
heart. This is he (i. e. the person signified by him) which 
received seed by the way-side. 

20. But he that received the seed into stony places (Gr. 
but he that issoibn upon stony places), the same is h&(i. e. 
he is the emblem of him) that [ 9 ] heareth the word, and anon 
with joy receiveth it: 

21. Yet he hath not root in himself, bnt (having not re- 
ceived his seed fully into his heart, nor duly considered what 
lie must do and sufferto retain itthere, he) dureth (only) 
for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth be- 
cause of. the word, by and by (L e.' presently) he is of- 
fended. 

22. He also that received seed among the thorns, is he 
that hea'Teth the word ; [ 10 ] and the care of this world, and 
the deceitfulness of riches, (arid the pleasures of life, Luke 
viii. 14. and the lusts of other things entering in, Mark iv. 
19.) choke the word, and he becometh (so far) unfruitful 
(as to bring no fruit unto perfection). 

23. But [ u ] he that (is represented as one that) received 
seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and 
understandeth' it; (and reoeivesit into a good and honest 
heart, Luke viii. 15.) which also beareth fruit, (with pa- 
tience, ibid.) and bringeth forth some a hundred-fold, some 
sixty, some thirty. (What is here added, Mark iv. 21 — 
24. is here accommodated to this parable.) 

24. Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven (the success of the gospel) is (may be) 
likened to ( that of) a man who sowed good seed in his field : 

25. But whilst men (to whom the management of this field 
was committed) slept/[ 13 ] his enemy came and sowed tares 
(or cockle) among the wheat, and went his way (and-this 
was not presently perceived). 

2G. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth 
fruit, then appeared the tares also. 

27. So (Gr. then) the servants of the householder (to 
whose conduct this field was committed), came and said unto 
him (whose servants they were)) Sir, didst thou not sow 
(only) good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it 
tares ? 

28. He ( answ ering ) said unto them, An enemy (to me 
and the good seed) hath done this. The servants (then) said 
unto him, [ u ]Wiltthou then that we go and gather them up? 

2D. But he said, JTay (do not this now); lest, while ye 
gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat (growing) 
with them. ' . . 

30. Let both grow together until the (time of) -harvest: 
and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather 
ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn 
them: but (then) gather the wheat into my barn. (The 
parable inserted Mark iv. 20 — 28. is there explained.) 

31. Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, 
( WHiereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God, and with 
what comparison shall we- compare it? Mark iv. 30.) The 
kingdom. of heaven is like to a grain of mustard-seed, 
which a man took, and sowed in his field, .(or, garden, 
Luke xiii. 19.) 



32. Which indeed (when it is sown, Mark iv.'3l:) [ 15 ] is 
the least of all seeds: but when it is grown (up); it is the 
greatest amongst herbs, and becometh a tree, 'so that the 
birds of • the air come and lodge in the branches ; of it, 
(Luke xiii. 19. and like to this will be the progress of the 
gospel.) 

33. Another parable spake he unto them (saying), The 
kingdom of heaven ( the doctrine of the gospel) is like 
(for its powerful influence) to leaven, which a woman took 
and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened (by it). 

34. All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in 
parables; (asthey were able to hear, Mark iv. 33.) and 
without a parable spake he not unto them : (though he after 
interpreted all these parables to his disciples, Mark iv. 34.) 
r 35. [ l6 ] That' it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet (David), saying, (Psal. lxxviii. 2.) I will open 
my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been 
kept secret from the foundation of the world. 

3G. Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into 
the ( a) house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, 
Declare (explain) unto us the parable of the tares of the 
field. 

37. He answered and said unto them, He that soweththe 
good seed is the Son of man; 

38. The field is the world ; the good seed are the children 
of the kingdom (who obey the precepts of it); but the tares 
are'the children of (Satan) the wicked one; (whose works 
they do, John viii. 44.) 

39. The enemy that sowed them is the devil ; the harvest 
is the end of the world, and the reapers are the angels. 

40. ["] As therefore (at the time of harvest) the tares are 
gathered and burnt in the fire ; so shall it be in the end of 
this world. 

41. (For then) the Son of man shall send forth his an- 
gels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend, and them that do iniquity ; 

42. And shall cast them into a furnace of fire ; (and) there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

43. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. AVho hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. 

44.- Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure 
hid in a field ; the which when a man hath found, he hideth 
(or conceals his finding) it, and for joy thereof goeth and 
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field." 

45. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a mer- 
chant-man, seeking goodly pearls : 

46. Who, when he had found one peari of great price, he 
went and sold all that he had, and bought it (so must those 
who desire the blessings of the kingdom of heaven, be ready 
to part with all their earthly blessings, to possess and secure 
it to themselves). 

47. [ 18 ] Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, 
which was cast into the sea, and gathered' of every kind 
(good and bad fish) : 

48. AVhich, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat 
down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad 
away. . • * 

49. So (likewise) shall it be at the end of the world : (for) 
the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from 
among the just, > 
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50. And shall cast them into tho furnace of fire; (and) 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth (or f the extre- 
mity of misery). 

51. (Then) Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood 
all these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. 

52. Then said he to them, Therefore every scribe, which 
is instructed to the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that is a householder, whobringeth forth out of his treasure 
things new and old (to feed his family ; for, so must you 
produce fromMoses and the prophets, and from the doctrines 
belonging to this heavtnly kingdom, what you see needful to 

feed God's family and household). 

53. And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished 
these parables, he departed thence. 

54. And when he was come (thence with his disciples, 
Mark vi. l.)into his own country, he taught them in their 
synagogue, (on the sabbath-day, Mark vi.*2.) insomuch 
that they (who heard him) were astonished, and said, 
Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works 
(which are done by him) ? 

55. Is not this the carpenter's son? (Mark vi. 3. the car* 
penter; see the note there:) is not his mother called Mary? 
and (are not) his [ l6 ] brethren (called) James, and Joses, 
and Simon, and Judas? 

5G. And his sisters, are they not all with us? (bearing 
no marks either of like poioer or wisdom); whence (then) 
hath this man all these things? 

57. And they were offended in him (or scandalized at 
him, by reason of his mean original and humble circum- 
stances). But Jesus said unto them, *\. prophet is not with- 
out honour, save in his own country, and in his own house 
(there usually he is most despised). 

58. And he did not many mighty things there (save only 
that he laid his hands upon a few sick persons and healed 
them, Mark vi. 5.) because of their unbelief. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIII. 

[ x ] Ver. 5. EY'eE'QS iZavhuXt U rb pfj t X txv |3<50oc yfc' 
It forthwith sprang up because it hadno deepness of earth.] 
Thus Quintilian saith of the rath-ripe wit, that it rarely 
comes to maturity, comparing it to those seeds,, which, be- 
ing sown on the surface of the earth, spring up quickly; 
because the root goes not deep into it: Illud ingeniontm 
precox genus non temerk unquam pervenit adfrugem — non 
multumprcestat) sed cito — necpenitus immissis radicibus ni~ 
titur, ut quae summo solo sparsa sunt semina celeriits se effun- 
dunt. (Instit. lib. i. cap. 3. p. 1C,17.) 

[*] Ver. 8. *0 piv karov- Some a hundred-fold, &c] See 
note on Mark iv. 8. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 9. f O ?x wv & Ta axoitiv, aKoviro)' He that hath ears 
to hear,\let him hear.'] This is a proverbial expression used 
by Christ, when he spake of matters of great importance, 
which deserved a serious consideration; (Matt, xi.15. xiii. 
43. Rev. ii. 7. 11. 17. 29. iii. C. 13. 22. xiii. 9.) by which 
he excites them who had good inclination to, and a good 
judgment and perception as to things Divine, thoroughly 
to weigh and consider of the thing spoken. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 10. Aiari iv irapafioXaig XaXac auroTc; Wlixj 
speakest thou to them in parables?] It is certain, not only 
that the Jewish doctors and all the wise men of the cast 
taught by parables, Qibwo ^JMQ 7ra/>aj3aAAovrec 7rapaj3oXac, 



expressing their minds by parables, as St. Mark speaks in 
their own phrase, (iv.30.) but alo that some of our Lord's 
parables, as that of the rich glutton, Luke xvi. that of the 
foolish virgins, Matt. xxv. and others, were taken from 
the Jews. (SecSheringham,Praef. ad Joma.) Yet, because 
this way of teaching had in it somewhat of obscurity, and 
the doctrine contained under the covert of these parables 
was not so easy to be apprehended by the vulgar sort, 
the disciples here inquire, Why speakest thou to them in 
parables? and to this question, for the satisfaction of 
others, I shall give a larger answer: let it bo noted, then, 

First, That albeit this way of teaching was somewhat 
cloudy and obscure, yet it was intelligible to the attent and 
searching auditor, as will appear from that expression with 
. w r hich our Saviour doth so oft conclude his parables, viz. 
He that hath cars to hear, let him hear: accordingly, our 
Lord being to instruct the multitude by parables, (Matt. xv. 
10.) he saith unto them, Hear, and understand: and when 
his disciples asked the meaning of that parable, he repre- 
hends them, saying, 'Akjiiiv koL vjiuq havvzroi i<rrt ; Are ye 
also without understanding? intimating that it was not so 
much the obscurity of his words, as their own dulncss and 
want of understanding, which made them not perceive the 
import of his doctrine; and again, Mark iv. 13. he speaks 
by way of admiration to them, saying, Know ye not this 
parable ! 

Secondly, This method of instruction was not without 
its uses and advantages, seeing hereby it was visible who 
were the vioi rijc aotptac, sons of wisdom, who had a cordial 
love to Divine things, and an inflamed desire after them, 
and thought it worthy of their care and pains to search 
them out, and so were persons fitly qualified for the recep- 
tion of the gospel light. It was the custom of the disciples 
of the Jewish doctors, when they understood not the mean- 
ing of their parables, to go unto their rabbies to inquire the 
meaning of them; as did our Lord's disciples ask of him 
the meaning of those parables they understood not. And 
this Christ's hearers might have done, had they not been 
indisposed to receive the doctrines which he taught, and 
chosen rather to be held in error by the scribes and phari- 
secs, than to receive instruction from the mouth of Christ. 
(2.) Such lessons, as they are best remembered, so having 
once attained to their sense, they will stick closer to us ; 
for the time spent in the unfolding of them, makes the idea 
the more fixed and lasting in the brain. 

Thirdly, That Christ thus spake to them in parables, did 
not proceed from his unwillingness to instruct them, but 
from their indisposition to receive his doctrine, delivered 
more plainly to them : of this St. Mark informs us, by say- 
ing, (iv. 33.) He spake the word to them in many parables, 
as they were able to hear it. For those parables the 
Scripture mentions, were either such as were obvious in 
themselves, as that of Dives and Lazarus, of the rich man 
pulling down his barns, (Luke xii. 16.) their choosing the 
uppermost seats at feasts, (xiv. 7.) or such as would, had 
they with greater plainness been delivered, have soured 
and enraged the leading Jews, and stirred them up to a 
more violent opposition to his doctrine, and a more quick 
endeavour to destroy his person; they being either such as 
did proclaim him the Messiah, and the Son of God, which 
they still looked upon as blasphemy; as that which styles 
him the good Shepherd, and concludes them wolves and 
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robbers; or, such as contradicted their traditions, and told 
them it was not the uncleanncss of the hands, or outward 
man, but the defilement of the heart, which made them 
loathsome in the eye of God ; which doctrine did much 
offend the pharisecs ; (Matt. xv. 12.) or, such as did up- 
braid their stubbornness and disobedience, as did the pa- 
rable of the vineyard, planted by the husbandman ; the pa- 
rable of the two sons, of which the eldest promised fair, 
but did not what he promised ; or such as taxed their pride 
and self-conceit, as did the parable touching the arrogant 
thanksgiving of the pharisee ; (Luke xviii. 9.) or else, such 
as told the great propagation and increase of the gospel 
among the heathens, as did the parable of the leaven, and 
of the grain of mustard-seed; or, such as did foretell the 
ruin and unchurching of the Jewish nation, as did the pa- 
rable of cutting down the unfruitful fig-tree, and the decree, 
that they who refused, upon invitation, to come to the 
wedding-supper, should not taste thereof; or, such as pro- 
phesied, that the kingdom of God should be taken from 
them; or, that their sloth in not improving the talents that 
they had received already, should be punished with the 
utter deprivation of them. Now all these things were so 
offensive to the pharisees, as, had they .plainly been deli- 
vered to them, they would have provoked them to that 
rage, which might have quite discouraged his young disci- 
ples, and .hindered the performance of those works which 
were preparatory to his resurrection, and to the glorious 
appearance of his kingdom. Besides the parables already 
mentioned, we have only those recorded here, and in the 
parallel chapter of St Mark; of which two only recorded 
were spoken to the multitude, viz. the parable of the seed, 
and of the tares; the rest, when he had sent the multitude 
away, to his disciples ; (ver. 3G.) and both might probably 
reflect upon the Jews, as being the bad ground, and. the 
tares mentioned in them. 

Lastly, Consider that what Christ thus- delivered here, 
did not contain the fundamental precepts and doctrines of 
the gospel, they being delivered in the audience of the peo- 
ple with sufficient clearness, Matt. v. — vii. but only the 
mysteries relating to the progress of the gospel, and the 
event of it among Jews and gentiles: now even the Jews 
acknowledge, that the predictions of this nature, were 
usually taught in allegorical, improper, and parabolical 
expressions, they being not so needful to be known as were 
the fundamental rules of faith and manners. Moreover, 
the reason here assigned, why our Saviour spake so ob- 
scurely to them, was their own wickedness and pcrverse- 
ncss, which indisposed -them to receive profit by his more 
plain discourses; for therefore (saith Christ) speak I to 
them in parables, because they seeing, see not ; and hearing, 
do not hear or understand. Now this, both in the Scrip- 
ture and in other authors, is a proverbial expression, con- 
cerning men so wicked and so slothful, that cither they at- 
tend not to, or will not follow, the clearest intimations and 
convictions of their duty : thus, to a revolting and rebellious 
people, which had cast off the fear of God, the prophet Je- 1 
remiah speaks thus, (v. 21.) Hear now this, foolish people, 
and without understanding ; which have eyes, and see not; 
v-Jiich have ears, and hear not : and God speaks to Ezekicl 
thus, Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious 
house, which have eyes to see, and see not ; they have ears 
to hear, andhear not : for they are a rebellious house, (xii.2.) 



This is a frequent form of speech in Philo,* who, speaking 
of those that were addicted to wine and sensual pleasures, 
saith, 'Opwvrec ovk opuKTt, jcoi cLkovovt^ ovk clkovovvi, they 
seeing, see not ; and hearing, do not hear. And again,f 
'Opwvrze lariv ore ovk opuptv, it sometimes happens, that see- 
ing we see not, and hearing we hear not, viz. when the mind 
is more intent upon other things. Demosthenes^ mentioned 
this as a irapoipla, or a proverb, 'Opwvrac pfj W K <& «kov- 
ovrag fxrj afcovav* yea, sometimes this phrase is used in a 
good. sense, to signify men who will not hearken to any so- 
licitations to wickedness, but stop their ears, and shut their 
eyes against them. Thus, £ fiapvvuv ra 5>T<t, he that stop; 
peth .his ears from hearing of blood; Kapfivwv rove b<t>$a\- 
.fiovg, he that shutteth his eyes that he may see no $vil, he 
shall dwell on high. (Isa. xxxiii. 15, JL6.) Now, hence it 
evidently follows, that the phrase, to them it is not given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom, only imports, That to 
them I allow or vouchsafe not a clearer knowledge of these 
things, whom I find too tnuch disposed to slight and to 
neglect, but indisposed to receive and profit by them; and 
therefore, by the rule of contraries, to you it is given to know 
them, can only signify, to you I think fit to allow and 
vouchsafe the knowledge of them, as finding you disposed 
to attend to and to improve them : nor is there any sense 
more frequent in Scripture of the phrase, I give, or give 
not, than this, I allow, vouchsafe, permit, or think fit, that 
such a thing be done or not done ; this being the sense of 
the phrase, when mention is made of the days of life which 
God hath given us, Eccles. v. 18. viii. 15. ix. 9. of the sore 
travail which God hath given (i. e. allotted) to the sons of 
men, Eccles. iii. JO. Give not thy Holy One to see corrup- 
rtow,Psal.xvi. 10. Give not my feet to slide, Psal. lxvi.l. 
.Give not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin, Eccles. v. 6. 
Give not thy strength to women, Prov. xxxi. 3. Give not 
sleep to thine eyes, Psal. cxxxii.4. Prpv. vi. 4. And when 
wesay,sucha Qneis given to wine mid to women; i.e. he 
allows himself those. liberties, or licentious practices. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 12. "Ootic yap i^tr Tor whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given*] From the words, whosoever hath not, shall 
be taken away that which he hath, it is manifest, that not to 
have, is not to have profitably, and to improvement: for 
what a man absolutely hath not, cannot be taken from him. 
Whence it must follow, that to ix uv here, must be so to 
have, as to improve it duly. So Phavorinus saith, That • 
%X UV t° have* * 5 lirifitXtivdat Ka\ <f>v\a<r<ruv, to take care of 
and preserve. Casaubon observes,* that i\ HV > * n ^ e Greek, 
doth sometimes signify, to have a thing with increase: so 
Sophocles, in Ajace, irpbg yap rhv ix 0VTCL o <^Q6voq ip-n-u,he 
that abounds, is envied; where the. scholiast notes; that 
i\ uv * s P 11 * for €v ?X €£V * an< * in Democritus OavfiaXuv rovg 
.?xovrac, is to admire .the rich. So not to have, is not to use 
what we have, as in that of the Proverbs, xiii. 7. There 
•are /who are rich, fin^lv zx ovT *s> an d having nothing, as not 
having power to eat of their labours: thus Aristotle saith,§ 
that a man who hath knowledge and useth it not, as being 
drunk or mad, may be said ix^v^tog, k<x\ pfi *x uv > to have it 
in a manner, and not to have it. (See Matt. xxv. 29.) 

; Kat o ?x £( 3 a/>$//<nT<u, From him that hath not shall be 
taken away what he hath.] Some think the reading should 
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bo here, and Mark iv.25. as it is in Luke viii. 18. koI S Sok-a 
tX HV 9 what Ac seems to have; because, say they, a man 
may seem to have what he hath not, but cannot truly have 
what he hath not; but how then can that be taken from 
him ? Besides, our exposition, which renders the sense thus, 
whathennprofitably, or without improvement, hath, is fully 
confirmed from Christ's application of these words to the 
unprofitable servant, who improved not his talent, Matt. 
xxv. 29. and from the reason he assigns, why he spake to 
the Jews in parables ; to wit, because they would not im- 
prove the light, which they had received already. Whence 
Jerome's note upon the place is this, That we might not 
suspect this grossness of heart, and heaviness of ears, tvas the 
effect of nature, and not of choice, "subjungit culpam ar- 
bitrii et dicit, et oculos suos clauserunt," he subjoins the 
fault of the will, saying, Their eyes have they shut. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 14. Kai avairXypovTai In avTolg* And in them is 
fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, &c] The apostle Paul in- 
forms us, that tvhdt the law saith, it speaks to them of all 
times and ages that are under the law. (Rom. iii. 19.) So 
what the prophets of the Jews said, must in like cases 
belong to the Jews of all times; though iir avrolg, may be 
here rendered concerning them; and so the meaning may be 
only this, That what was said by Isaiah of the men of his 
times, was as truly fulfilled concerning the Jews of our 
Saviour's time ; they being as indisposed to hearken to the 
words of this great Prophet, as were the former Jews to at- 
tend to the words of Isaiah. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 17. n<JXXoi Trpofyyfrai kcli Sfccuot hr^vfinaav JScIv a 
/3X6reT£,icai ouk clSov Verily I say unto you, That many pro- 
phets and wise men have desired to see the things that ye see, 
and have not seen them.'] i.e. Many prophets, who prophe- 
sied of the coming of the Messiah, and many righteous 
men, to whom God familiarly shewed himself, as he did to 
Abraham and the patriarchs; many kings, (Luke x. 24.) 
from whose seed he was to spring, and .whose kingdoms 
and persons were types of the Messiah, desired to see be- 
fore their eyes the things which ye thus sec, and have not so - 
seen them, they only seeing them afar off in the promises 
made to them concerning these days ; (Heb. xi. 13.) and to 
them it tvas revealed, tltat not to themselves, but to our times, 
they ministered the things which are now revealed. (1 Pet. 
i. 11, 12.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 19. Ylavrbg atcovovrog tov \6yov Trig fiaaiXtiag, 
koI fxrj wvdvTOQ* When any one heareth the word, and un- 
derstandeth it not.] Christ cannot hero intend to signify 
that his word ever becomes unprofitable to any, either 
through the natural weakness of their understanding, which 
renders them unable to discern his mind, or through the 
darkness or obscurity of the word preached: since this 
would lay the reason of the unprofitableness of it, not in 
the hearers, who cannot be supposed blameworthy, be- 
cause the understanding God hath given them is weak; 
but in the preacher, w T ho taught it so obscurely that they 
were not able to discern it. The Greek word avvhvat, 
which we render understand, here signifies to ponder, to 
consider of to lay to heart, and to observe Jn order to 
action: so Prov. xxi. 12. avviti SUaiog, the righteous man 
wisely considers the house of the wicked: Psal. xli. 1. 
Blessed is he that considereth the poor, (Gr. 6 cvviwv IttI 
Trrw^ov.) Psal. cvi. 7. Our fathers in Egypt, ob <n)vr]tcav, 
considered not thy wonders. And that thus it here signifies, 



appears, (1.) because the following degree of hearers arc 
such as are affected something \ ith the word preached, for 
they receive it with joy : (ver. 20.) the first degree must, 
therefore, comprehend such men as are not thus affected 
with it, it making no impression on their hearts. (2.) Be- 
cause the devil is said to snatch away this word, lest they 
should believe it. Now faith being an act of the under- 
standing, ho could not fear they should believe what he knew 
they did not understand; and this industry of Satan to 
snatch the word out of our hearts, as it discovers his en- 
mity against the progress of the gospel, so doth it highly 
commend the excellence and efficacy of it: for were it not 
of great importance to preserve it there, he would not be 
so industrious to snatch it thence; and were it not, when 
there, a powerful instrument to work within us, that faith 
which purifies the heart, why doth he do this lest we should 
believe? Why is it then that men do call this quick and 
powerful word, this zvord of life, a dead letter? And when 
they.daily by experience sec that the persuasions, both of 
themselves and others, are often prevalent, why do they 
think that God's can be of no effect without a miracle ? 

p] Ver. 20. Ouroc l<mv 6\bv Xoyov okovwv, kcu tvOvg fxtra 
X^pag Xafifiavvv avrbv* Tliis is he who hears the word; and 
anon with joy receives it.] Here he who is, represented by 
the stony ground, (1.) hears the word, and doth^rpoc Kaipbv 
inartvuv, for a time believe it; (Luke viii. 13.) but then he 
only doth so for a time; and hence we learn, that it is not 
sufficient that we at present do. believe, profess, and prac- 
tise suitably to the truth delivered, unless we do continue 
so to do unto the end, and bring forth fruit with patience: 
(Luke viii. 15.) for by comparing the evangelists, we learn 
that it is in effect all one to be atrip-rot, unfruitful, (Matt. 
xiii. 22. Mark iv. 19.) and to bring no fruit to perfection, 
Luke viii. 15. .(2.) He receives the word with joy, and is 
at present much affected with it, though afterward he is 
offended at it ; whence also it appears, that it is not suffi- 
cient, to render us good Christians, that we at present are 
somewhat affected with the word, receive it with some, joy, • 
delight, and pleasure, unless it doth produce sincerity and 
constancy in our obedience to all its precepts, even those 
which are most grievous to. flesh and blood. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 22. Kai rj fxipifxva tov alwvog tovtov, kh\ v airaTrj 
tov ttXovtov, and the care of this, life, and the deceitfulness 
of riches, koI n^ovvv tov (ilov, and the pleasures . of life, Luke 
viii. 14. Ka\ al irtp\ to. Xoma tmSvfiiat, and our lustings. after 
other things, Mark iv. 19. entering in, choke the w ord.~] Here 
are enumerated all those things which choke the word -of 
God, and render our profession of religion unprofitable to 
the welfare of our, souls. . . 

First, *H fxlpipva tov alvvog tovtov, Such a concernment 
for this present life, as rendcrs^us distracted and tormented 
with the fears of losing it; so that we cannot think of part- 
ing with it without horror, which makes us falter in the 
practice, and even fall off from the profession of it; or al 
fxtplfivai those distracting worldly cares which fill our heads 
so full of contrivances, and so employ our time, that we 
arc not at leisure seriously to think upon, and carefully 
pursue, the concernment of our souls. 
• Secondly, The love of the deceitful riches of the world; 
for when they so far enter into our hearts, as that we arc 
fiovkofitvoi ttXovtzTv, very desirous to be rich; this eager- 
ness to have them tempts us to sin that we may gain them, 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XIII.] 



ON THE GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW. 



137 



•and sin again that we may keep them, and will not suffer 
us to part with them as we ought, either for the relief of 
others or for the welfare of our own souls ; whence, saith 
our Lord, ye cannot serve God arid mammon; and he that 
loveth the world (saith St. John), the love of the Father is 
not in him; for the friendship of this world is enmity to 
God. (James iv. 4.) 

Thirdly, The pleasures of life; i. e: either those which are 
the works of the flesh, and so exclude us from the king- 
dom of heaven, as fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
drunkenness, gluttony ; or those which, though they.be not 
•sinful in: (heir nature, or such* as Christianity restrains 
us wholly from, as, v. g. the pleasures of the stage and 
theatre, of gaming, and of recreations of like kind ; yet, 
-when our desires are strongly carried out after them, when 
we spend that time in the pursuit of them, which makes us 
neglect our duty to our God, our neighbours, or our own call- 
ing and concerns ; when they minister temptations to fraud, 
to covetousness, to contention, passion, swearing, fretful- 
ness, or idleness; or often cast us into the company of loose, 
profane, debauched persons," by whose example and con- 
versation we may be endangered; and notwithstanding we 
arc so enslaved to, or so much under the power of them, 
that we cannot deny ourselves these liberties, then we are 
i}>i\Tj2ovoi t lovers of pleasures more than God. 

Fourthly, At in-pi to. Xotira im^vuiat, our lustings after 
other things; as (1.) the lusts of the eyes, or our desires 
of gay apparel, rich furniture, stately buildings, great at- 
tendance and equipage ; or such as by St. John are styled 
the pride of life, desire of popular applause, or of high esti- 
mation in the world, of advancement to high posts and to 
great places ahove others \ ov, lastly, our excessive love 
unto our relatives, our parents, wives, our children, or our 
friends; for when these affections prove temptations to sin, 
as the excess of them still doth, they will be then obstruc- 
tive of that influence the word of life should have upon us: 
St. John informs us, that all these are not of the Father, but 
of the world ; that if we love or set our hearts upon them, 
the love of the Father is not in us; (1 John ii. 15, 16.) and, 
therefore, Christ requires us to deny ourselves in all these 
things, to hate, h e. to love them less than him, that we may 
be his disciples. 

[ u ] Ver. 23. f O Si hrt rrjvynv ttjv Kakfjv <nrapug, but that 
which is sown upon good ground, is he who heareth the word, 
and considers of it.] And brings forth fruit. Luke viii. 15. 
oiTivtq Iv Kap&q Ka\y Koi iiyaOg Karlypvai, ical Kap7ro$opov<nv 
h vTrofiovy, IVho retain it in a good and honest heart, and 
bring forth fruit with patience. What this good and honest 
heart, or man that hath it, is, we may learn from heathen 
authors. Thus Aristotle* tells us, that this name, KaXbg 
Koi ayaObg, was by them given im tov Ttkdwg orrovSatou, to 
one that is entirely good, $ ra ayaOa iravra ovra ayaOa l<m, 
who approved of all things that were truly good, and who 
was not corrupted by riches and dominion; and from the 
requisites in him, which were wanting in all the other 
grounds : for whereas he, who was represented by the seed 
sown by the way-side, did not avvilvai consider of it, he 
that receives the word into a good heart is avvtutv. one that 
considers duly of it, he lays before his eyes the benefits he 
may receive, and the afflictions he may suffer, by adhering 
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to it; what he must dp to enjoy these blessings, and what 
he must be ready to part with that he may secure them. (2.) 
Whereas in the stony ground the seed was only retained 
for a while, and then cast out, it soon rose up; and as soon 
withered; the seed sown in the good and honest, heart, 
Kariyfrai, is there retained, and brings forth'fruit with 
patience:, and (3.) whereas in the thorny ground it is so 
choked as to become unfruitful where it is, or ov tcXeo-- 
~$opzi, it brings forth no mature fruit; no fruit that can 
.prevail, or get up above these thorns; in the good heart 
it brings forth fruit unto perfection, prevails and triumphs 
over all. sensual and worldly appetites, over our love 
to life, and our most near gelations, and becomes fruit- 
ful, abounding' in all the works of righteousness, which 
are through Jesus Christ unto the glory, and praise of God. 
(Phil. i. 11.) 

[ 12 ] Ver. 25. r O'lx&poG eWctpe ZiZ&via ava uicrov tov alrov, 
The enemy sowed tares in the midst of the wheat.'] Hence 
some collect, that even these tares must be members of the 
church of Christ, as well as the good seed, which, if it only 
signify they by profession may be so, is in itself true; but 
if it be designed to prove that they are true members of 
that body, of which Jesus Christ is the head, that cannot 
follow from these words; for (1.) our Saviour saith ex- 
pressly, the field /snot the church, but the world; (2.) the 
seed sown in the field by Christ is good seed, the children of 
•the kingdom, (ver. 38.) the just ; (ver. 43.) they therefore 
.only can belong to him because they only are sown by him ; 
thetares were sown in it by the envious man, that is, the 
devil, (ver: 28.) the enemy of Christ and of his church; 
(ver. 25.) they are sown while the overseers of the church 
were asleep, and are expressly called the children of the 
devil, (ver. 38.) And is it reasonable to conceive that the 
devil, the great enemy of the church and of its head, should 
beget members to his church, since there is no communion 
betwixt Christ and Belial, (2 Cor. vi. 15.) or that the deviTs 
children should be the members of Christ's body? 

[, 13 ] Ver. 28, 29. GJX«c ovv aTreXSoVec.tnAX^wjucv ^ra\ ° 
Sc t^ijv ov* Wilt. thou then that we go and gather them up? 
And he said, Nay.] Vain hence is the collection of the Eras- 
tians, that the wicked, and those that cause offences, are 
not by excommunication to be* excluded from the commu- 
nion of the church, seeing the field in which these tares 
spring up is not the church, but the world ; and Christ, in 
the reddition of the parable, takes no notice of this ques- 
tion, or of the answer to it. Nor doth this place prove, that 
the magistrate may not cut off evil-doers, seeing this was 
not spoken to them, but to the ministers of Christ's church. 

[ u ] Ver. 32. *0 uiKportpov juev iart 7ravrwv rwv o*7T£p/iarwvy 
. Which is the least of all seeds, but when it is grown it is the 
greatest among herbs.] The Jews give a wonderful account 
of the growth and increase of this seed; viz. There ivas a 
stalk of mustard-seed in Sichin t from which sprang out. three 
boughs, of which one was broke off, and covered the tent of a 
potter* and produced three cabs of mustard. R. Simeon Ben 
Caliphat said, A stalk of mustard-seed was in my field, into 
which I was wont to climb as men do into a fig-tree. (Bux- 
torf. in voce chardal.) 

[ 15 ] Ver. 33. The kingdom of heaven is like to leaven.] St 
Jerome here by this kingdom understands the doctrine of 
the gospel, and saith it leavens the whole man, consisting 
of a rational faculty of irascible and concupiscible pas- 
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sions, by directing his reason to embrace and approve true 
wisdom, turning his anger into a hatred against sin, and 
his desires into a lovo of, and longing after, virtue; and 
these three faculties are, saith Thcophylaet, the three mea- 
sures mentioned in tho parable 

[ l6 ] Ver.35.*07rwc irXvpuOT} rbpnOlv SiarovTIpo^rov, Tliat 
it might be fulfilled which wits spoken by the prophet, saying, 
1 will open my mouth in parables, Psal. lxxviii. 2.] Here 
Mr. Clcrc notes from St. Jerome on this place, that he had 
read in some copies, "quod dictum est per prophetam 
Esaiam," which was spoken by the prophet Isaiah ; and be- 
cause no such thing was found in that prophet, I believe 
(saith he) it teas taken away by some prudent man; bat I am 
apt to think that it was first ivrit tender Asapham prophetam, 
the seventy-seventh Psalm being entitled, A Psalm of the 
prophet Asaph ; and that the first transcriber not understand- 
ing what was meant by Asaph, thinking it a mistake in the 
writer, corrected it by putting in the word Isaiah; and in 
his notes on the seventy-eighth Psalm, he saith, This was 
objected by Porphyry against the evangelist St. Matthew, 
that he was so ignorant as to say, " quod scriptum est per 
Isaiam," which teas written by Isaiah ; but yet he is forced 
to confess, that in all the ancient copies there are no foot- 
steps to be found of tbe reading which St. Jerome speaks 
of; neither Chrysostoin, Thcophylaet, nor any of the an- 
cient fathers, except Jerome, makes any mention of it; it is 
not extant in any of the ancient versions, nor saith St Je- 
rome any thing of Porphyry in his genuine work upon St. 
Matthew. And this I think sufficient to justify our reading 
against some single corrupt Latin copy, in which St. Je- 
rome, if we may believe him, found it otherwise. The 
sense therefore may be this, Our Saviour spake in para- 
bles, that what David, filled with a prophetic spirit, said of 
himself, might be fulfilled also in that Son of David, of which 
he was a type. For he being our great lawgiver, might 
more truly say, Hear my law, O my people. 

[ I7 ] Ver.40. tf £2<nr£p ovv cvWiytraiTa ZiZ>avia, koi irvpl Kara- 
• KaUrai, ovruyg iarat Iv ry avvrzXdq. roxt alwvog rovrov* As there- 
fore tares are gathered together, and burnt in thefire; so shall 
it be in the end of the world.] From this, as well as other 
places, it seems probable, that the wicked shall not be 
cast into everlasting fire till the end of the world, that being 
the time when Christ will place the goats on his left hand, 
and say unto them, Depart from me, ye wicked, into everlast- 
ing fire; (Matt. xxv. 41.) and when those whose names are 
not in the book of life, are to be cast into the lake of fire. 
(Rev. xx. 15. See the note on 2 Tim. iv. 8.) 

[ 1S ] Vcr. 44. To a treasure Aid.] This treasure, saith St. Je- 
tome, is either Jesus Christ, in whom are hid all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge; or the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make us wise to salvation, and which con- 
tain the hidden wisdom of God. (1 Cor. ii. 7. Sec Examcn 
Millii.) 

p9] Vcr. 47. The kingdom of heaven is like to a net, &c] 
Because this net contains both good and bad fish: hence 
some conclude, that bad men arc members of that church 
which is Christ's body as well as good. But (1.) it is nei- 
ther the church visible nor invisible, Zt&avKakla r&v uXkwv 
airofTTokiov, the doctrine of the apostles, made by Christ 
fishers of men, which is here compared to a net. So Thco- 
phylaet. (2.) These bad fish are no sooner pulled unto the 
shore, but the fishermen sit down, and cast them away, and 



thereby shew they belonged not to this kingdom. More- 
over, the scope of this parable if not to shew, who do at 
present belong to Christ's kingdom, but who hereafter shall 
be oxcluded/rom the kingdom of heaven. 

t 20 ] Vcr. 55. Kal ol aStXtydi aitrov, &c. And are not his bre- 
thren James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?] It is now 
passed into a matter of faith among some that call them- 
selves Christians, that the Virgin Mary was ad irapdlvog, 
ever a virgin, and hath by them been styled a heresy to 
hold the contrary; whereas I know not how it consists with 
good divinity, tomako that an article of Divine faith, which 
is founded on no Divine revelation; or with our sixth arti- 
cle of religion, to make that necessary to be believed, which 
confessedly is not contained in Holy Scripture. St. Basil * 
plainly distinguishes it from things necessary to be be- 
lieved, and leaves it among the things not cttriously to be 
inquired into, as his words plainly intimate. And though 
Origenf saith, That they who say she after married, do not 
prove it, and that the Virgin had no other son but Jesus, 
KCLTarovg vyiidQ irzpi avryjg ^o^aaovrag, according to those who 
thought soundly of her, yet he lays no brand upon the con- 
trary opinion. However, it is certain that these words do not 
prove that Mary the mother of our Lord had any ofFspring; 
but, say all the ancients before St, Jerome, they were the 
children of Joseph, by a former wife, which died before his 
espousal to the blessed Virgin. St. Jerome attempts to prove, 
that James and Joses here mentioned were not the chil- 
dren of the Virgin-mother, but of her sister, Mary the tvife 
ofCleophas; for John xix. 25. we read thus, Tliere stood 
by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary 
the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. There were 
there, saith Matthew, xxvii. 50. and Mark, xv. 40. Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less, and of 
Joses; whence he concludes, that James and Joses, styled 
here the brethren of our Lord, were not the sons oi Mary 
his mother, but of her sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas; 
and hence infers, that they are only called his brethren, ac- 
cording to the language of the Jews, as Lot is called Abra- 
ham's brother, Gen. xiii. 8. as being the son of his brother, 
Gen. xii. 5. and as the word brother is used, Gen. xxix. 
12. Lev. x. 4. i. e. because they were his cousin-germans. 
But this will not necessarily follow; for they might be the 
sons of Joseph by the wife of Cleophas, who, saith Thco- 
phylaet, dying without issue, Joseph, according to the law, 
took her to himself, and of her begat James and Joses, Simon 
and Judas. But Antonius de Dominis, in a very accurate 
discourse upon this question, gives us a better answer to 
this argument of St. Jerome, by saying, The mother of 
Jesus in St. John, is the same person with the mother of 
James and Joses in St. Matthew and St. Mark ; and that 
Mary the wife of Cleophas, called by St. Mark, Salome, 
and by St. John, the sister of the mother of our Lord, was 
the mother of the sons of Zebedee; for, saith he, it seems 
evident, that the three women named by the three evange- 
lists, were in all of them the same persons ; as therefore 
Mary Magdalene is the same, so Mary the mother of live 
sons of Zebedee, and Salome, so called by St. Mark from 

* Mt^'ft ya.% rns xarei txv otxoy^uutv lirK£ift*s t aiayxata h GrapBttU, to Zs l$t$KC *sro- 
\wtpayfxwrim t« \fy*> voO fxvrrrsfUv xara\tt^wfMv. Tom. i. Horn, de Naliv. p. 509. 

t "Quod asserunt earn nopsisse postpartum, unde approbent, nuo liabent." Id 
J oh. p. 6. Ov ykf ttfytjAW ttXXjj w»{ Ixti'mv rhv i^etf^J T*f wagfojwf qtt?iy$a.-\>a.v%&y t 
Io Mali. p. 223. C. 
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her family, and the sister of the mother of oar Lord must be 
the same, and then Mary the mother of our Lord, and the 
mother, t. e. stepmother, of James and Joses, must be the 
same also. And this answer I like best, (1.) because it re- 
tains the proper signification of the word brethren, which is 
always retained both in the Old and the New Testament ; 
when there is professedly an enumeration of brethren. (2.) 
Because it-seems plain, that the Jews speak still of his 
brethren and sisters, even in the ordinary sense of the word, 
even as they esteemed him the carpenter's son, and Mary 
his mother. (So here, and xii. 46. Mark vi. 3. John vi. 42.) 
And James hers mentioned, is by Josephus* expressly 
styled, aSeX^oc *ln<*ov, the brother of Jesus called Christ. 
(3.) They seem also to have lived with his mother ; whence 
we find them so oft together, as when it is said, Tfn/mother 
and brethren seek thee, Matt. xii. 46. His mother and bre- 
thren, are they not here with us? i. e. do not they dwell at 
Capernaum? He went down to Capernaum, and his mother 
and his brethren, John ii. 12. (4.) This agrees best with an- 
tiquity ; for Dr. Pearson confesseth, This was always the 
concurring judgment of antiquity till St. Jerome's time; 
that these were indeed thebrethren of our Lord: and Spala- 
tensis shews, That many of the fathers embraced the opi- 
nion, that the mother of our Lord in St. John, was the same 
person whom St. Matthew styles the mother of James. (De 
Repub. Eccles. lib. ii. cap. 2. p. 114 — 117.) 

CHAR XIV. 

1. A.T that time (that Christ had sent out his disciples, to 
preach the gospel, to cast out devils, and to heal diseases, and 
they by virtue of his name had been successfxd in that work, 
and thereby spread his name abroad, Mark vi. 12 — 14* 
Lukeix. 6, 7.) Herod the tetrarch (of Galilee, Luke iii. 1.) 
[*] heard of the fame of Jesus. 

2. And (after some hesitation and inquiry, Luke ix. 7, 
8.) he said to his servants (I incline to their opinion, who 
s &y)> [ fi ] This is John the Baptist ; [ 3 ] ho is risen from the 
dead ; and therefore (though before he did no miracle, 
John x. 41. now) mighty works do shew forth themselves 
in him (to clear his innocence, and confirm his mission. 

3. And he had cause to be thus anxious, and perplexed at 
this matter)/ For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound 
him (with a chain), and put him in prison [ 4 ]for Herodias's 
sake, his brother Philip's wife, (who having agreed with 
Herod to divorce herself from her oivn husband, at nerod's 
return from Rome, was married to him, and cohabited with 
him as his wife, Mark vi. 17. Joseph. Antiq. lib. xviii. 
cap. 7. p. 626. C.) 

4. For (she teas thus incensed against him, because) 
John (had) said to him, It is not lawful for thee to have 
her (as thy wife). 

5. [ 5 ] And when (at the instigation of Herodias) he would 
have put him to death, (he could not think fit to do so,for) 
he feared the multitude, because they counted him [°] as a 
prophet. 

6. But when Herod's birthday was kept, the daughter 
of Herodias danced before them (that were present), and 
(her dancing) pleased Herod. 

7. Whereupon he promised with an oath to give her 



* Antiq, lib.xx. cap. 8. 



whatsoever she would ask, (even to the half of his kingdom, > 
Markvi.23.) 

8. And she, being [ T ] before (she asked any thing) in* 
structed of her mother, said, Give me here John Baptist's 
head in a charger. 

9. And the king was sorry ( that she asked a thing so 
ungrateful to the people, so ungrateful to Jiis birthday, and 
so dangerous to himself) ; nevertheless, for the oath's sake 
(which he had made), and (for the sake of) them which sat 
with him at meat, he commanded it to be given her (i. e. 
tJiat it should be given to her). 

10. And (accordingly) he sent (an executioner, Markvi. 
27. and he went) and beheaded John in the prison. 

11. And [ 8 ] his head was brought in a charger, and given 
to the damsel : and she brought it to her mother. 

12. And his disciples came, and took up the body (of 
the Baptist), and buried it, and went and told Jesus (what 
had happened to him). 

13. When Jesus heard (of this, and the account which his 
apostles sent forth by him, x. 5. gave of all that they had 
done and taught, Mark vi. 30. Luke ix. 10.) [ 9 ] he departed 
(with them) thence by ship into a desert place apart 
(from the mtdtitude, which came so continually to them, that 
they had not time to eat, Mark vi. 31.) and when the peo- 
ple had heard (thereof, or whither he tvas gone, viz. to the 
desert ofBethsaida, Luke ix. 10.) they (took a compass by 
land, and) followed him on foot out of the cities ; (seeing 
the signs that he had done, John vi. 2. and they got before 
him to the place where he was to land, Mark vi. 33.) 

14. And Jesus went forth (out of the ship unto a moun- 
tain, and there sat with his disciples, John vi. 3.) and saw 
a great multitude (come to the place), and he was moved 
with compassion towards them, (and spake unto them of the 
kingdom of God, Luke ix. 11.) and he healed their sick. 

15. And when it was evening, (after that Christ had 
inquired of Philip making trial of his faith, for that was 
done when Jesus saw the multitude, John vi. 5.) his dis- 
ciples came (together, Luke ix. 12.) to him, saying, This 
is a desert place (where no victuals are to be had), [ 10 ] and 
the time is now past (or, the day is spent); send the mul- 
titude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy 
themselves victuals. 

16. But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart 
(to buy victuals); give ye them to eat, (having learnt of 
Andrew what meat was there, John vi. 9.) 

17. And they say unto him, (Shall we go then and buy 
two hundred pennyworth (i. e. six pounds five shillings 
worth) of bread for them to eat? Hesaithnnto them, Hoio 
many loaves have you here ? And they upon inqidry say,) 
We have here but five (barley) loaves, and two (small) 
fishes ? (Andivhat are they among so many ? John vi. 9.) 

18. And he said, Bring them hither to me. 

19. And he commanded (his disciples, Mark vi. 39. to 
make) the multitude to sit down upon the grass, (by hun- 
dreds, and fifties in a company, Luke ix. 14. Mark vi. 39, 40.) 
and (when they were thus sat down, he) took the five loaves, 
and the two fishes, and, looking up to heaven, [ Jl ] he blessed 
(or, gave thanks to God for them), and brake (the loaves, 
Mark vi. 41.) and gave the loaves (thus broken) to his dis- 
ciples, and the disciples (gave them) to the multitude 
(and. the two fishes divided he among them all). 

20. And they did all eat, and were filled ; and ( tvhen 
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our Lord had said to his disciples, gather up the remaining 
fragments, that nothing be lost, John vi. 12.) they took up 
of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full. 
• 21. And they that had eaten (of the five loaves, and two 
small fishes), were about five thousand men, besides women 
and children. 

22. And straightway Jesus (knowing that the multitude 
designed to make him a king, John vi. 15. and that this 
might be pleasing to his disciples) constrained his disciples 
to get into a ship, and to go before him unto (Capernaum, 
on) the other side (Bethsaida), while he sent the multitudes 
away : 

23. And when ho had sent the multitudes away, he went 
up into a mountain apart to pray : and [ 12 ] when the even- 
ing was come, ho was there alone. 

24. But the ship was npw in the midst of the sea, tossed 
with waves: for the wind was contrary. 

25. ["] And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus 
(seeing them toiling in voicing, Mark vi. 48.) went unto 
them, walking on the sea (and seemed toilling to have 
passed by them). 

26. And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea 
(not perfectly discerning in the twilight ivho he was), they 
were troubled, saying, It is [ u ] a spirit (or an apparition); 
and they cried out for fear. - 

27. But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be 
of good cheer ; it is I ; be not afraid. 

28. And Peter answered him, and said, Lord, if it be 
thou, bid rac to come to thee upon the water (for having 
thy commission, I believe I may safely do it). 

29. And he said (unto hint), Come. And when Peter was 
come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go 
to Jesus. 

30. But when (his mind diverting him from the consi- 
deration of Qfrrist's power) he saw the winds boisterous, 
(attending to them) he was afraid ; and, beginning to sink, 
he cried out (to Jesus), saying, Lord, save me. 

. 31. And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, 
and caught him, and said unto him, [ i5 ] O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 

32. And when they (Christ and Peter) were come into 
the ship, the wind ceased, (and the ship waspresently at 
the land whither they went, John vi. 21.) 

33. Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped 
him, saying, [ ,G ] Of a truth thou art the Son of God. 

34. And when they were gone over ( the sea of Galilee, 
from Bethsaida back to Capernaum, John vi. 17.) they came 
into the land of Gf ennesaret. (See the note on ver. 22.) 

35. And when the men of that place had knowledge 1 of 
him, (he having been with them before, Luke v. 1.) they 
sent out into all that country round about, and brought 
unto him all that were diseased; 

36. [ 17 ] And besought him that they might only touch the 
hem of his garment; and as many as touched (it) were 
made perfectly whole. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIV. 

f 1 ] Ver. 1. HEARD of the fame of Jesus.] Interpreters 
here inquire, why he heard not of the fame of Jesus sooner, 
and say, the reason might be this; Because he was at 
Rome at the beginning of our Saviour's preaching, and 



when he wrought his former miracles ; but the true reason 
why Herod then began to take no ice of tho fame of Jesus, 
seems rather to be this, that now these miracles were 
wrought not only by himself in person, but by others in 
his name. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. OvToglariv'lwavvw, This is John the Baptist.'] 
So St. Matthew and St. Mark ; but St. Luke saith, he was 
perplexed, Suiiropu, he doubted, he inquired, because it was 
said of some, that John ivas risen from the dead, and spake 
of that to his servants as the most probable opinion, de- 
siring notwithstanding to see him, (Luke ix. 9.) that so he 
might more perfectly discern whether he was John or not. 

[ 3 ] y Ry{pOr\, He is risen from the dead.] Hence it appears, 
that this was said by Herod, and some others, not from 
any belief of the Pythagorean metempsychosis, or tran- 
sition of souls from one body to another, after the death 
of the first body ; for this cannot be called, in any propriety 
of speech, a resurrection of the body; nor could- the soul 
of John now dead enter into the body of Christ, which had 
for thirty years been informed with another soul : neither 
the Jews nor the philosophers ever maintained any such 
transition of souls: this therefore must be understood of 
the avaj3iW<c> or reviviscence of the Baptist, whom all the 
Jews accounted as a prophet ; (vcr-5.) it being the opinion 
of the Jews, that some of their prophets should arise at the 
coming of the Messiah ; and it seemed less w r onderful to 
them, that they who raised others whilst they lived, as did 
EHas and Elisha, and whose dead bones revived a dead 
corpse, (2 Kings xiii. 21.) should do so. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 3. For Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife.] 
That Josephus here differs from the evangelists, making 
Herodias the wife not of his brother Philip, but of another 
brother named Herod, ought not to make us doubt the 
truth of what St. Matthew here, St. Mark, vi, 17. and St. 
Luke, iii. 19. unanimously assert, touching a matter so well 
known when they writ, that they could not be ignorant of 
it; especially if we consider, that the Jewish Chronicles* 
and Gorionides agree with the evangelists ; for Gorionides 
saith, Herodias was first married to Philip, and then taken 
away from him by Herod Antipas. The old Hebrew Chro- 
niclef saith, Uxoremfratris sui Philippi ipsoviventejiuixit 
sibi matrimonio, qztce liberos ex fratre ejus suscepei-at, et 
tamen is earn duxit uxorem: and an old Chronicle % of the 
second temple saith, " Antipas Philippi fratris sui uxo- 
rem accepit, ex qua ille liberos ante genuerat;" i. e. An-* 
tipas married the wife of his brother Philip, he being yet 
living, and having had children by her. This Philip men- 
tioned by Josephus§ died, saith he, in the twentieth year 
of Tiberius, and therefore must be living, at the least four 
years after this time. (See Orig. in Matt. p. 230. Euseb. 
II. Eecl. lib. i. cap. 11. Jerome in locum.) AVhich agrees 
with what Josephus saith of his other Herod, 'HpwSiac ?£ 
liri avyximi <jipov{)aa<ja twv irarpiMv 'HpwSy ya/if7rai, rov aydpbc 
o/xoTTaTpity a&X0({J, Staoraaa £wvroc, Herodias, in contempt of 
the laws of her country , married again to Herod, the natural 
brother of her husband, separating herself from him whilst 
living, and having had a child by him; she therefore was 
guilty both of incest and adultery by the law of Moses, in 
thus agreeing iizrotKloaoSai irphg ahrbv, to divorce herself 



* Chap. 62. t Cbap. 36. 

§ Antiq. lib. xTiii, cap, 6. p. 625. F. 



t F. 54. cap. 4. . 

A Ibid. cap. 7. p. 628. D, 
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from her former husband, yet living, and to marry to Herod 
Antipas; and therefore the Baptist might well say to him; 
It is not lawful for thee to have her for thyivife. 

j-5] v er . 5. Kal £i\wv abrbv aTroKrzivai. And when he would 
have put him to death.] To reconcile this with Mark vi. 10. 
where it is said, that Herodias would have put him to death, 
hut could not prevail with Herod so to do ; it may be said, 
Herod was willing enough to do it, but was withheld from 
the action, partly out of. fear of the people, and partly by, 
the checks of his conscience, as knowing John to be a just 
and holy man, whose death might therefore be avenged on 
hira by a rightetas God, as the Jews, saith Josephus,* 
thought it was, by the destruction of his army. 

[ 6 ] 'Q.Q 7rpo<t>7'rrnv, i. e. for a prophet.] This being, as the 
ancients note, &>g ovk.o fiotuxretoG, aXka ' fiefiaioxrwQ, not of 
similitude, but of confirmation : so Neh. vii. 2. avrbg wg 
ivrjp aXnOfe, he tvas a trite man, and .one that feared the 
Lord. (See the note on Rom. ix. 32.) * 

[ 7 ] Ver. 8. Ilpo($t{5a(T$zi<ja, before admonished.] i.e. Be- 
fore she asked any thing, but not before the offer made by 
Herod: for St. Mark, who relates this whole story more 
fully, in many other circumstances, says, that upon it she 
went out, and said to her mother," What shall I ask? and 
came in again by her instruction, to ask the head of the 
Baptist.' , >v. i 

[ 8 ] Ver. 11.* And his head teas brought, &c] Notehere, 
that very remarkable seems the providence of God, in 
avenging the death of this holy man, upon Herod, Hero- 
dias, and her daughter. For, .. 

First, As the war betwixt Herod and Aretas, king of 
Petrea, was caused by Herod's wicked contract with He- 
rodias, to reject the daughter of Aretas his lawful wife, and 
to marry with Herodias his brother Philip's wife ; so Josc- 
phus declares, that the Jews looked upon the putting John 
to death. as the cause of the miscarriage of Herod's army, 
God being angry with him for the death of John the Baptist.f 
; Secondly, Herodias envying the glory of king Agrippa, 
who had that honour given him by Caius, prevailed with 
her husband to go to Rome, and accuse Agrippa: where- 
upon Caius deprived Herod of his government, and her of 
her money, and gave botb to Agrippa, banishing Herod and 
Herodias to Lyons, in France; which, saith Josephus,| 
was done in punishment of her envy, and of his readiness to 
hearken to her solicitations. And, 

Thirdly, Of her daughter it' is related, that she going 
over the ice in winter, the ice brake, and she slipped in up 
to the head, which at last was severed from her body by the 
sharpness of the ice; Jdque non sine Dei Numine, God re- 
quiring her head for that of the Baptist's she desired ; 
which, if true, was a wonderful providence. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 13. 'Avcx'^n^v «fti#ev> &c. He departed thence 
into a desert place.] To avcud the fury of Herod, say in- 
terpreters; teaching us by this example, to avoid dangers 
by all lawful means. (See xii. 15.) But there seems no 
reason in the context why he should be afraid of Herod, 



* Anltq. lib. xviii. • • • 

t To"? Ji 'in&afoc $flf» iusrl rtfiwpa t? htivov tct sXfS^ov \it\ rS ^rpariCfxart ytiirSat, 

T9v ©too xaxSs 'Wpxty $j'XtfVT0f.— *OXvXfcw T3y'Hg»8w ^TfoTw vk\ t»u ©fou xa\ fxaKa 

hxttix? tvvtvpinv KareL nam.t *I»«vwv tw imxct\wfti\w BawTwrou. Antiq. lib. xviii. 

cap. 7, p. 626. F. 627. A. 
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JSfci Tfturwr imripfr** o ©is;. Ibid. cap. 9. p. 639^ A, 



who had done nothing to incense him; it therefore seems 
more probable, from the collation of these words with those 
in St. Mark, that he went to this desert to give some .re- 
spite and refreshment to his wearied disciples. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 15. ( H &pa rjSr/ frap^XScv, TJie day is noiv spent.]. 
tf £tpa, both in Greek and Latin, signifies a day; so the Greek 
word often signifies, especially among the physicians: so 
Galen, lib. vii.. cap. 2. \pvxpvrai tbpav fxiav, they are Chilian 
hour, is presently interpreted Irl riplpav fiiav, for one day; 
so in Virgil,* Nunqiiam te crastina fallet hora, i. e. dies x 
postera, t So hora ultima, hora mortis, is the day of death. 

[ n ] Ver. 19. Ev\6yr}(jE, he blessed.] Here it is disputed,, 
whether Jesus by this benediction, multiplied the loaves and! 
fishes by a miraculous power; or whether he gave thanks 
to God for them : that Christ multiplied the bread and fishes 
by a miraculous power, all allow; but the question' is, 
whether this be intended by the word cuXoytjac, he blessed; 
or, whether the import of this word be this, he gave thanks t 
to God for them: that it is the latter, will be evident from' 
these considerations; (1.) that what is here cuXoytjat, he 
blessed, is in St. John, cvxapmr/jaac S^Swkc, giving thanks,, 
he gave the bread: and what is in this chapter/ t-vXaywe, he 
blessed, is in the following chapter in the like case, taking 
the seven loaves and two fishes, zvxapi><rrr)>ja$, giving thanks, 
he brake and gave to his disciples; (veiv3G.) and so in like 
manner in St. Mark, viii. 6. (2.) That Christ blessed, look- 
ing up to heaven, which is an indication, that this action 
was directed not to the bread, but to his heavenly Father. 
*(3.) In the institution of the Lord's supper, that which in 
St Matthew and St. Mark is evXoynvag, he. blessing, brake 
the bread, is in St. Luke and St. Paul, zvxapum'icraQ, giving 
thanks, he brake it. (See Matt xxvi. 26. Mark xiv. 22.' 
Luke xxii. 19. 1 Cor. xi. 24.) Yea, both St Matthew 
(xxii.*27.) and St. Mark, (xiv. 23.) speaking of the cup, 
say, evxaptarnaaQ, that Christ giving thanks, gave it to them; 
which shews,. that zi\oyuv and evx^purruv, to bless, and to 
give thanks, are in sense the same thing. And whereas it is 
objected, that St. Luke plainly refers this. benediction to 
the bread, by saying cvXoyrjacv clvtovq, he blessed them, (Luke 
ix. 16.) it may be answered, that in some ancient MSS. the 
words run thus, cvXdyjjacv In avrovq, he^ blessed over the 
loaves; which agrees well with the sense given of the words. 
(4.) That this is an elliptical form of speech to be supplied 
thus, *v\6yr\<nv Gcov lir' clvtwv, he Messed God over them; it 
being familiar both with the Greeks and Hebrews to put 
tvkoyuv riva for cuXoyav 0cov lirl rivbg, to bless a thing, for 
blessing God over it. So 1 Sam. ix. 13. eiXoyctv Svalav, to 
bless the sacrifice, is to give thanks to God for the peace- 
offering before they dined upon it. So 1 Cor. x. 16. the 
cup of blessing, o tvXoyovjnv, which we bless, is the cup for 
which we givo thanks, according to the custom of the Jews, 
with whom the beracoth, or the benediction of the bread, 
is conceived in these words, Blessed art thou, O Lord our 
God, the king of the world, who producest bread out of the 
earth: the benediction of the wine runs thus, Blessed art 
thou, O Lord, the king of the world) who createst the fruit 
of the vine; and so in the benediction of their table and of 
their fruits.. (See Buxtorf. de cocna Domini. §. 46. 74. de 
Synag. Jud. 12. p. 254, 255.) Lastly, this is confirmed 
by these words of St. John, (vi. 23.) Other ships came by 

» Georg. i. 425. 
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the place where they had eaten bread, ivxapi<rrii<javTO$ rov 
Kvpiov, the Lord having given thanks. 

[ 12 ]Ver.23/0^fac Si yevofxtvw, the evening being come.'] We 
learn from this and other places, that the word evening some- 
times imports the time from the declining of the sun, some- 
times the time in the beginning at sunsctting, or when it began 
to be dark ; the one was called hl\t) irpma, or the first evening, 
say Eustathius* and Phavorinus, the other " sera vespera," 
or the latter evening, when the sun is setting. So thou shalt 
kill the passover between the two evenings, Exod. xii. G. 
About the going down of the sun, Deut. xvi. G. So Josh. x. 
26. They hanged upon the trees until the evening; and ver. 27. 
at the time of the going down of the sun, they took them 
doivn: at the first of these evenings, the disciples desire 
Jesus to dismiss the multitude, for the day was declining, 
vpXaro kXIveiv, it began to decline, Luko ix. 12. or dinner- 
time was past; in the second of them Jesus is left alone, 
and his disciples were got to sea. How Christ's praying 
is consistent with his Deity, see John xi. 41, 42. 

[ w ] Ver. 25. In the fourth watch of the night.] Which are 
thus numbered, at even, at midnight, at cock-crowing, and 
in the morning. (Mark xiii. 35.) So that it began to be 
morning before he came to them ; hence he both saw them 
toiling from the land, and they him also walking on the sea. 
Note, that to walk upon the sea, is made the property of 
God, who alone spreadcth the heavens, and treadeth upon 
the waves of the sea. (Job ix. 8.) 

[ 14 ] Ver. 26. A spirit.] That the Jews had then an opinion 
of hurtful spirits walking in the night, is evident from the 
LXX. who render from the pestilence walking in darkness, 
curb TapayfjLCtTOQ 7rvcvjuaroc diairoptvofxlvov Iv gkotei, from the 
fear of the devils that walk in the night, teal ano daifxoviov 
lurrnfifipivov, and from the noon-day devil, that which is in 
the Ilebrew, from the destruction at noon-day, Psal. xci. 6. 

[ IS ] Ver. 31. 'OAryoTnarc, O thou of little faith.] Of the 
indications of this little faith, see the note on Matt. vi. 30. 
Christ suffered Peter thus to doubt, say interpreters, that 
finding by experience the weakness of his faith, he might 
by prayer and industry endeavour to increase it, and as- 
cribe the whole strength of it to God. 

I 1 *] Ver. 33. 'AXqd&c GcoD vibe "' Tinily thou art the Son 
of God.] Episcopius here expounds this phrase, Truly thou 
art the Messias, or that king to whom God hath given 
Divine power to help us; for, saith he, it is probable the 
apostles then knew nothing of the eternal generation of the 
Son of God; and truly it may be, they had no accurate 
idea of such an eternal, necessary generation of the Son of 
God, as the schools mention ; nor do I believe that any of 
the unbelieving Jews had such a notion of this phrase; and 
yet we find them accusing our Lord of blasphemy, and 
making himself equal with God, by saying that he was the 
Son of God. Seeing then our Saviour had given so many 
instances of his omnipotence and Diviue power by multi- 
plying loaves and fishes so wonderfully, as none could do 
but ho who had power to create; (2.) by walking on the 
water, and causing the wind instantly to cease; why might 
not the apostles from all these evidences conclude that the 
Divinity resided in him? Even the Gergescnes seem to have 
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had some such extraordinary opinion of him, when they be- 
lieved their sick should behealeionly by touching the hern 
of his garment. This, saith Woltzogenius, was an evidence 
of their belief of a Divine power residing in Christ. Now 
where the Divine power is, there must be the Divinity, and 
where the power of God is, there is God. / 

[ 17 ] Ver. 36. And besought him that they might only touch 
the hem, &c] If these wero the Gergescnes, who lay on the 
other side of the sea of Tiberias, and who formerly desired 
him to depart out of their coasts, (Matt. viii. 34.) their faith 
was thus increased with the fame of Christ's miracles. 

CHAR XV. 

1. \rrHEN Christ had miraculously fed five thousand, and 
was gone thence to Capernaum, John vi. 17.) Then came to 
Jesus scribes and phariseos, which were of Jerusalem, ( who 
seeing some of Christ's disciples eat bread with unwashen 
hands found fault, Mark vii. 2.) saying, 

2. [ l ] Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of 
the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat 
bread; (whereas thepharisees and all the Jews, except they 
wash their Itands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the 
elders; and when they come from the market, except they 
wash they eat not; and many other things there be which they 
have received to hold, as the washing of cups, brazen vessels, 
and of tables, Mark vii. 3, 4.) 

3. But he answered, and said unto them, (I have greater 
reason to ask) why do you also (Gr. even ye, who pretend 
to so much strictness in observing the commandments of men) 
transgress the commandments of God by your tradition? 
(as certainly ye do.) . 

4. For[ 2 ] God commanded, saying, Honour thy father 
and thy mother: and (also said, Exod. xxi. 17.) He that 
curseth father or mother, let him die the death (shewing 
that the violation of this law deserved death). 

5. But[ 3 ] ye (following your own vain traditions) say, 
Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift 
(let it be no less forbidden to give it to thee, than to give of 
a thing devoted to God), by whatsoever thou mightest be 
profited by me, 

6. And (having said this) honoureth not his father and 
mother, (he doth only that xvhich he ought to do, pro- 
nouncing him not only free from, but obliging him not to obr 
seme this precept, Mark vii. 12.) Thus have ye made the 
commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 

7. Ye [ 4 ] hypocrites, [ 5 ] well did Esaias prophesy of you 
(by) saying, (that which, being spoken of the Jews, and 
agreeing as much to you of this, as to them of that age, re- 
specteth as well you as them, viz.) 

8. This people draweth nigh to me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips; but (yet) their heart is far 
from me. 

9. But in vain they do (think to) worship me, ( by) teach- 
ing for doctrines the [ 6 ] commandments of men (as doc- 
trines necessary to be observed for acceptance with me). 

10. And (hereupon) he [ 7 ] called the multitude, and said 
unto them, Hear (all ye), and understand: 

11.' Not that which [ 8 ] goeth into the mouth dofileth a 
man; (for there is nothing from without a man, that (by) 
entering into him can defile him, Mark vii. 15.) but that 
which (being in the heart) cometh out of the mouth, this 
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(I say) defileth a man. (He that hath ears to hear } let him 
hear, Mark vii. 16.) 

12. Then (he being entered into the house from the people, 
Mark vii. 17.) came his disciples, and said unto him, 
Knowest thou that the pharisees were [ 9 ] offended, after 
they heard this saying? 

33. But he answered and said, [ 10 ] Every plant (Gr. 
nursery of plants) which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted, shall be rooted up (these blind guides, and usurp- 
ers of that authority over metis conscience, which they have 
not received from God, shall by him be rooted out). 

14. ["] Let them (therefore) alone (to the Divine judg- 
ment, for) they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the 
blind lead the blind, both shall (at last) fall into the 
ditch. 

. 15. Then answered Peter, (and by him the disciples, Mark 
vii. 17.) and said unto him, Declare to us (the meaning of) 
this parable. 

16. And Jesus said, [ 12 ] Are ye also yet without under- 
standing ? 

17. Do not ye yet understand* that whatsoever entereth 
in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out into 
the draught? (and so cannot defile tlieman, because it en- 
tereth not into the heart, to raise vp evil motions there, or it 
affects not the mind, Mark vii, 18, 19.) 

18. But those things which ["] proceed out of the mouth 
come forth from the heart; and they defile the man (in 
the sight of that God, who loveth purity in the inward 
parts). 

19. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts (or rea- 
sonings), murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies, (covetousness, wickedness, deceit, las- 
civiousness, an evil eye, pride, foolishness, Mark vii. 22.) 

20. These are the things which defile a man: but to eat ! 
with unwashen hands defileth not a man. 

21. Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts 
of Tyre and Sidon ; (and he entered into a house, and 
would have no man know it, but he could not be hid from 
them, Mark vii. 24.) 

22. [ M ] And, behold, a woman of Canaan (whose young 
daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and) came 
out of the same coasts, (and fell at his feet, Mark vii. 25.) 
and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
thou Son of David ; my daughter is grievously vexed with a 
devil (I beseech thee cast him forth). 

23. But he answered her not a word.* And his disciples 
came and besought him, saying, (Grant her request, and 
so) send her away; for she (still) crieth after us. 

24. But he answered and said (to them), [ 15 ] I am not 
sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (to preach 
to, and work miracles first among them). 

25. Then came she (the second time) and worshipped 
him, saying, Lord, help me. 

26. But he answered and said (to her, Let the children 
first be filled, Mark vii. 27. for) [ l6 ] it is not meet to take 
the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. 

27. And she said, ["] Truth (Gr. I beseech thee), Lord: 
yet (»cal yap for even) the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall 
from their master's table, (or of the children's crumbs, Mark 
vii. 28.) 

28. Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, 
[ lrt ] great is thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou wilt, (the 



devil is gone out of thy daughter; and when she tvas come 
to her house, she found it so, Mark vii. 29, 30.) And her 
daughter was made whole from that very hour. 

29. And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh to 
the sea of Galilee; and went up into a mountain, and sat 
down there. * . 

30. And great multitudes came unto him, having with 
them those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and 
many others, and cast them down at the feet of Jesus; and 
he healed them: 

31. Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they 
saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame 
to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of 
Israel. 

32. Then (the multitude being very great, and having no* 
thing to eat, Mark viii. 1.) Jesus called his disciples to him, 
and said, I have compassion on the multitude, because they 
continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: 
and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the 
way, (for some of them came from far, Mark viii. 3.) * 

33. And his disciples say unto him, Whence should we 
have so much bread in the wilderness, as to fill so great a 
multitude? 

34. And Jesus said unto them, How many loaves have 
you? and they said, Seven, and a few little fishes. , 

35. And he commanded the multitude to sit downon the 
ground. 

36. And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and 
gave thanks (to God for them), and brake them, and gave 
to his disciples, and the disciples to thernuUitude. 

37. And they did all eat, and were filled : and they took 
up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets full/ 

38. And they that did eat were four thousand men, beside 
women and children. 

39. And ho sent away the multitude, and took ship, and 
came into the [ 19 ] coasts of Magdala (or Dalmanutha, 
Mark viii. 10. which was within the bounds of Magdala). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XV. 

[*] Ver. 2. AIATT oi fiaOr^rat gov Trapafiaivovai n)v waga- 
co<nv t£>v irpE<r(5vTip(Dv; Why do thy disciples transgress the 
tradition of the elders, for they wash not their hands when 
they eat bread.] Of this tradition of the elders, let it be 
noted, 

First, That they held it a thing plainly unlawful, and 
highly criminal, to eat meat, or common bread, till they had 
washed their hands; hence do the pharisees find fault with * 
Christ's disciples, and style their hands unclean, because 
they were not washed. (Mark vii. 2.) Hence doth the 
pharisee, who invited Christ to dinner, wonder that he ' 
washed not his hands before dinner. (Luke xi. 38.) For 
their canon saith, Whosoever despiseth the washing of 
hands, is worthy to be excommunicated, he comes to pover- 
ty, and will be extirpated out of the world. And Buxtorf* 
.citeth from their Talmud this expression, that he that 'eats 
bread with unwaslien hands, does as bad as if he lay with a 
whore. And they say, Rabbi Eliezar Ben Hazar was ex- 
communicated by the Sanhedrin, because he contemned 
the washing of hands. And that R. Aquiba being in prison, 
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and not having water enough to drink, and to wash his 
hands, choso to do the latter, saying, It was better to die 
with thirst, than transgress the tradition of the elders. 
Note, 

Secondly, That this washing of hands before meat was 
not required by any written law of God, and so the neglect 
of it could not be unlawful by virtue of any Divine law, 
but only as being a transgression of the tradition of the 
elders ; henco Christ ranks it among the traditions of men, 
ver. 9. And Maimonides* saith, that it depended on 
the words of the scribes; and it is by Christ speaking to 
the pharisees called, your tradition, ver. 3. 6. And yet 
they held it as a tiling necessary, because, say they,t TJie 
ivords of the scribes are lovely above the words of the law, 
and more weighty than the words of the law or the prophets. 

Thirdly, They placed a great piece of religion and sanc- 
tity in washing thus their hands, and looked upon them, 
who neglected this, as men of a defiled soul. Thus Mai- 
monides saith, " The religious of old did eat their common 
food in cleanness, and took care to avoid all uncleanness 
all their days, and they were called pharisees; and this is 
a matter of the highest sanctity, and the way of the highest 
religion ; namely, that a man separate himself, and go aside 
from the vulgar, and that he neither touch them, nor eat or 
drink with them ; for such separation conduceth to the 
purity of the body from evil works ; the purity of the body 
conduceth to the cleansing of the soul from evil affections, 
and the sanctity of the soul conduceth to the likeness of 
God." Hence they reckon this among the means to obtain 
eternal life, saying) Whosoever hath his seat in the land of 
Israel, and eateth his common food in cleanness, and speaks 
the holy language, and recites his philacteries morning and 
evening, let him be confident that he shall obtain the life of 
the world to come: and against this our Saviour teacheth, 
that to eat with nnwashen hands defileth not a man, because 
it defileth not the heart. Thus have you seen how the 
pharisees taught these commandments' of men for doctrines, 
i. e. things necessary to be believed and done; *and parts 
of God's worship; and so how free the ceremonies of the 
church of England must be from this guilt, they being rec- 
koned not as necessary, but in themselves things indifferent ; 
'not used forsanctification, but only for order and decency; 
•not reckoned as any parts, but only circumstances of wor- 
ship. (See Bishop Sanderson's Serm. on Matt. xv. 9.) 

[ 2 J Ver. 4. 'O yap Gtoc tvcrct'Xaro, Xlytov, rifxa tov iraripa 
gov Koi ri)V iiyfripa <rov, Kai 6 Ka*coXoywv iraripa, &C For God 
commanded, saying, Honour thy father and thy mother; 
and he that curseth father or mother let him die the death.'] 
Here observe, 

First, That the commands of Moses are to be received 
as the commandments of God; for what is here God 
"commanded, is Mark vii. 10. Moses commanded. 

Secondly, That to honour parents is not only to reve- 
rence them, but to afford them all the necessaries of this 
present life, according to that of the Jerusalem Targum on 
Deut. xv. 4. " Honorare est viaticum providere," To ho- 
nouristo make provisions for him. And, according to the 

• Jewish canons, a son is bound to afford his father meat, 
•drink, and clothes, to cover him, to lead him in and out, 

* and to wash his hands, face, and feet. And, according to 
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llierocles,* he is to honour them awfiaroc vwijotaiq koI xpr 
H&twv xopryfyj with the service of his body aud his goods; 
and this, saith he, justice required him to do readily and 
bountifully. Philof declares that ira&wv <Stov ovdlv 5 yufj 
yovitov loriv, children have nothing which isnot their parents*, 
as having either received it from them, or having received 
from them the faculties by which they procure it; that, 
therefore, they can never recompense them, and are both 
inhuman and ungodly if they neglect to succour them; and 
that the very heathens taught the same : and that this is the 
frequent import of the word rifiy, see note on 1 Tim. v. 3. 8. 
Thirdly, That which we render curseth, is in the Greek 
naKokoyziv, to slight, contemn, or set light by, father or mo- 
ther. So Ezek. xxii. 7. Uaripa Kai firiripa Ik-akoXoyovv, they 
set light by father and mother ; and that death should be 
the punishment of those who abused their parents, issuit- 
able to the laws Of heathens, tov vfipiZ,Qvra rbvuvrov naripa 

nrjftirtxttv rfc ovvias, that he who reviled his father should 
not live. > (Sopater ad Hermogcnem.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. 5. 'Yfxug dl Xiym* 8g av itin} ry TTttTpi t) ry fMirpl, 
Awpov, o cav c? ifiov d>0£X>;0£c* But ye say, Whosoever shall 
say to his father or mother, It is a gift, by which thou mayest 
be profited by me, &c] This phrase Swpov, or corban, doth 
not import, that he who said this hadconsecrated his goods 
to sacred uses, or obliged himself to do so ; but only that 
he had, according to the doctrine of the scribes, by vow, 
obliged himself not to give any thing to him, to whom he 
thus spake ; for Swpov tWw, is the same with *W# among 
the Jews, which signifies a thing forbidden, and so imports, 
it is no less forbidden to give thee any thing of this, than 
if it were a corban, or any thing consecrated to God. So 
Maimonides % saith, " Sit mihi corban ista massa panis," 
i. e. Let it be as much forbidden as what is consecrated ; let 
that mass of bread be to thee a sacred thing. So that who- 
soever said, Let it be corban, whereby I maybe profitable 
to thee; they, by their theology, declared him bound by a 
vow not to relieve him, to whom he had said thus, though 
he was his father, unless they would absolve him from 
his vow : and by thus not suffering him to do any thing to 
his needy parents, by reason of this rash and wicked vow, 
they made the commandment of God void, and suffered them 
to slight and despise their parents, by their tradition. Note 
also that the following words running thus, Kalov fxrjTtfii^ 
i) roviraripa avrov, i) tijv fxr)rlpa avrov. Kai fiKVpwaaTt rrjv eito- 
Xt)v tov Gcov* the whole perhaps may be thus rendered, But 
ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or mother, Let it 
be a gift by which thou mayest be profited by me, he shall not 
then honour his father and his mother ; thereforeyou make 
void the commandment of God by your tradition, tcai signi- 
fying both then and therefore. St. Mark adds, ver. 13.* Kai 
irapofiota ttoXXo rotavra irotuTt, And many such-like things do 
ye. Thus Philo § speaks of some, so Kara (pvmv ajUKTot ku\ 
aKotvwvnroi, unsociable and uncommunicable by nature, or so 
transported by anger, 'that bpKtorrjv aypiorrrra -xiarovvrai rCov 
i)0wv, they confirm their inhuman manners by an oath, saying, 
that they will not receive such a one to their table, or under 
their roof, n TraXivrM ScTw/ii) iraoi^uv w^eXttctvrfva, or that they 
will afford no help to such a one. And Dr. Pocock || saith, 
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they have a canon to this effect, "Vota caderein res man- 
dati," That vows reach even to things commanded, or take 
place as well in things required by the law, as things indif- 
ferent: and that a man may be so bound by them, as that he 
cannot without great sin do what God had by his lata re- 
quired to be done. So that if he made a vow, which laid 
upon him a necessity to violate God's law, that he might ob- 
serve it, his vow must stand, and the law be abrogated. 

[ 4 ] Ver.7. f T7rofcptrat 3 Ye hypocrites.'] Our Lord here, and 
elsewhere, calls the pharisees hypocrites, not only because 
they placed the worship of God, and great sanctity, andre- 
ligion, in cereaonies of human invention, and, pretending 
to a regard to parity and religion, did nothing out of pure 
respect, to God's glory, but did all their ivorks to be seen 
of men, (Matt, xxiii. 5.) and to procure glory from them ; 
(Matt. vi. 2.) but also because, being so snperstitiously 
careful to avoid the outward pollution of the body, by ab- 
staining from touching any thing that was unclean, and 
washing their hands when they thought they might have 
done it, and even their pots, and cups, and beds; they left 
that which was within, viz. their hearts, full of hypocrisy 
and iniquity, uncleanness, extortion, and excess. (Matt, xxiii. 
25 — 27. Luke xi v 39.) Only here note, that we must not 
be forward, from Christ's example,' to pronounce men hy- 
pocrites; because we have neither that authority, nor know-, 
ledge of the heart, which he had to authorize us so to do. 

[ 5 ] KaXwc7rpo£^T£v<Tf,&c. Well prophesied Esaias of you.] 
See note on Mark vii. 6. 

f 6 ] Ver. 9. Marrjv Sc aifiovrai fi£, didaatcovTig dt^acKakiag, 
lin-aXfxara av0/>w7rwv* But in vain do they tvorsliip me, teach- 
ing for (or as) doctrines the commandments of men.] The 
commandments of men here are things enjoined by mere 
human authority, as is plain from these words of St. Paul, 
Col. if. 21, 22. Touch not, taste not, handle not, which are 
all IvraXfiara av^QMmov, the commandments of men : though 
they come from their cochmim, or wise men, though they be 
the traditions of the elders or governors of the church, 
(ver. 2.) though they come from those scribes and phari- 
sees which sat in the chair of Moses ; (Matt, xxiii. 2.) yet, 
without a Divine institution, they are only the command* 
ments of men. To teach these commandments of men as 
doctrines, is to enjoin them, or impose them on the con- 
sciences of others, as things necessary, or things to be ob- 
served for their goodness; as the pharisees did this wash- 
ing of hands, counting those sinful and defiled who neg- 
lected so to do ; and as parts of God's worship, for other- 
wise they could not strictly and properly be said to wor- 
ship God in vain> by teaching and observing these things. 
Seeing then it is certain, that the Romanists have many ec- 
clesiastical constitutions in which they place great sanctity, 
and which they judge necessary to be observed, and that 
as parts of religious worship, which yet are only the tradi- 
tions of their elders, or of those who sit in St. Peter's chair, 
as did the scribes and pharisees in that of Moses, and which 
do also make void the commandments of God; as doth the 
doctrine of the worship of images, communion in one kind, 
and prayer in an unknown tongue; in vain must they 
also worship God, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 10. Kal TrpoGKaXtaafitvoe tov o%\ov' And calling 
the multitude, he said unto them all, Hear, and understand.] 
From these words, spoken to all the multitude, and the 

vol. v. 



words, Mark vii. 16. spoken to the same persons, He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear; it is evident, that in our 
Lord's judgment, the whole multitude was capable of under- 
standing those things which the pharisees did not, and by 
which the traditions of the scribes, pharisees, and elders, 
were overthrown; and that for this, nothing more was re- 
quisite, than ears to hear, or good attention to Christ's 
sayings. Moreover, if these things, parabolically spoken, 
could and ought to be understood bythe multitude; as, 
from this exhortation to the multitude, and the reproof of 
Christ's disciples for not apprehending this, is manifest; 
much more must those things which concern their duty, 
and are delivered plainly, be easy to be understood by 
them. And from those words, they "are blind guides, and 
ifthejblind lead the blind, they will both fall into the ditch ; 
it follows, that sometimes the multitude neither ought, nor 
can, without their utmost peril, follow the guidance of their 
ecclesiastical superiors. 

[®] Ver. 11. Oh to u.<jtQJ(6fxtvQv tig to <rr6fia tcoivol tov 
av$pw7rov* That which goeth into the mouth polluteth not 
the man; i. e. by touching him.] i.e. The man is not un- 
clean in God's sight, because such meat or drink hath 
touched him, and so he needed not to be washed from that 
defilement. If it defile at all, it doth it either from the qua- 
lity, as being by God forbidden, and so the disobedience ; 
or from the quantity, and so the excess defiles. Whence, 
by the rule of contraries, it follows, that nothing can sanc- 
tify by being touched, which confounds all worship of 
relics; and that nothing by entering into the mouth can 
make us holy, that is, more pure or acceptable in the sight 
of God; and so the sacramental elements do not sanctify 
the body, by the touch, but the soul only, by the due dis- 
position of mind, with which we' receive them, because they 
go not into the heart, they operate not upon the spirit of 
man. Christ himself, whilst he was upon earth, made many 
whole, as to their. bodies, by touching them ; and many, by 
virtue of their faith, were healed by touching him ; but we 
read of none, whose minds or hearts were sanctified only by 
touching of his sacred body. Ceremonial and Judaical 
sanctity sometimes required freedom from touching a pol- 
luted body, bmorr\g Trig aXtj0£fac, Christian holiness is the 
work only of the spirit, and consists wholly in tHe renewal 
of the mind, and of the bent and inclinations of the heart, 
and so.ariseth not from the corporeal, but the spiritual 
manducatiqri of the sacred elements; and >vere it otherwise, 
why would not the sacrament sanctify, as well by being re- 
ceived into the hand, or laid upon the breast, as by being 
put into the mouth ? or, why should it more sanctify the 
heart it comes not to, than the draught through which even 
by the confession of the Romanists* it sometimes goes, as 
in case of a lientery ? This doctrine is expressly taught by 
Origen+ in these words, To ayiaZofxivov Sia Aoyov Gcov kc& 
lvrtv%t<i)g ov Tt£ j§fy Xoytp uyaZti tov xpw/«vov, Tliat which 
is sanctified by the word of God and prayer, sanctifies not 
him that useth it on its own account, for then it would sanc- 
tify him that receives it unworthily ; nor would any upon that 



* "Si ob aliqnera raorbum species deaceaderet ia ventrem, conaequenter et ipsum 
corpm descenderet, et emitleretar; pudor enim non debet esse in causa negandi 
Yeritatera," Soto in 4. Sent. Pis. 12. qa. 1. art. 3. Pakdan. in 4. Sent. Dis. 9. 
qu. 1. art. 2. 
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accountbc sick, tveak, or fall asleep, as St. Paul saith some 
did. (1 Cor. xi. 30.) Kal ml tov uprov toIwv tov Kvpiov r\ 
&>$tkzta Tip xgu)}iLvt$ larlv, Ixav itfitavry rw v$ Kal Ka*ap$ t$ 
avvu&'iazi fxtraXafifiavu tov «prov and so in the receiving the 
Lord's body, the profit ariseth by receiving the bread tvith a 
mind undefiled, and a pure conscience; Kal to ayiaZ6fitvov 
(ipwfia Sta \6yov Gcol/ Kal ivrtv^tojg, kot avTo filv to vXttcbv dg 
rriv KoiXlav x w p*'> Kai ug a<j>z$pwva eKJ3aXX£ra«, and so the meat 
santifiedby theword of God and prayer, according to its?na- 
terialpart, goes into the belly, andiscast out into the draught. 
And hero it is to be wondered, that the learned Huetius* 
should say, this is to be understood, " de solis speciebus 
sive accidentibus," only of the accidents inliering in the 
substance of the bread, for, if the substance of the bread re- 
mains after consecration, then transubstantiation is by him 
denied ; if it be annihilated, how can the accidents inhere 
in that which is not? Moreover, can the mere accidents be 
truly pp&fia, meat? Arc they the bread consecrated by the 
tvord and prayer, or that which may be eaten unworthily? 
Are they vXt> tov apTov, the substaiice of the bread, or awfia 
tvttikov koI trvfifioXiKov, Clirist's typical body? Let Huetius 
shew one instance from primitive antiquity, where mere ac- 
cidents arc so called, or confess he wrests these words to 
a sense of which Origen never thought. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 12. Ot <papiaatoi aKoiaavTtg tov \6yov laKavdaXia- 
S>?<rav' Tlie pharisees hearing this tvord were scandalized.'] 
i. e. They were induced by it, not to reject their own, but 
Christ's doctrine, and to deny him to be the true Messiah : 
and this scandal seems to have had its rise from a false opi- 
nion which obtained among them, that the meats forbidden 
them by the law of Moses were therefore forbidden, because, 
as Maimonidesf saith, "alimentumhabent vitiosum," they 
yield a vicious or corrupt nourishment; or, as JosephusJ 
saith, because the things they were permitted to eat, were 
tu filv ohzitoSijaofizva rifiiov Talg *pvx a ^» accommodated to, or 
convenient for, their souls; but the things forbidden, xoereTa 
lvavTUi)%t)o6}itva, contrary to them ; and they by eating them 
did fiiapoipayziv, eat that which defiled the sotd : they there- 
fore w r erc scandalized at our Saviour's doctrine, because 
they judged it contrary to the law. (See the note on Matt, 
xviii. G.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 13. But he answered and said, Uaaa <j>vTua, 
Every (nursery of) plant (s) which my Father Iiath not 
planted, shall be rooted out] That is, saith Theophylact, 
Tag t<Z>v 7rpz<rfSvT{p<jjv irapaSoazig, Kal to. 'IovSacKa IvrakfxaTa 
\(yu licpiZ<»>$i)vai $ He speaks of the extirpation of the tradi- 
tions of the elders, and the judicial precepts; and this is 
certainly true of those commandments of men : but the con- 
text inclines us to interpret this of the hypocritical sect of 
the pharisees, for they are the persons scandalized, ver. 12. 
and the blind guides, ver. 14. and therefore aro in likeli- 
hood the <j>vTtta, or plantation, mentioned in this verse. 
For though I find them in the chair of Moses, (Matt, xxiii. 
2.) I find not that they had any Divine commission to bo 
teachers of the people; though what they or any man truly 
taught from Moses was to be observed. Our Saviour 
seems rather to compare them to thieves or robbers, John 
x. 1. (See the note there.) And whatever might be their 
first institution, they were so degenerated from it into blind 



* Origeniana, lib. ii. qa. 14. p. 178. 
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and pernicious guides, as not to be of God's planting; and 
therefore to be rooted out. 

Every plant, which my Father hath not planted, shall be 
rooted out. Hence some infer, saith Jerome, that the plant 
which God hath planted cannot be rooted up: but let them 
hear, saith he, the words of the prophet, speaking thus in 
the name of God ; (Jer. ii. 21.) J had planted thee a true 
vine : how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of 
a strange vine? " Plantavit quidem Deus, ct nemo potest 
cradicare plantationem ejus, sed quoniam ista plantatio, in 
voluutatc proprii arbitrii est, nullus alius cam cradicare 
potcrit, nisi ipsa proebuerit assensum:" God plants, and 
no other' man can root tip his plantation ; but this planta- 
tion being in the free-will of man, he himself can do it. 

Dr. Mills, in this chapter, rejects the text in four places, 
without just ground, and against plain evidence for the 
reading of the text ;' v. g. in those words, ver. 4. Tifxa tov 
irarlpa <xov, he saith, aov is wanting in many MSS. in Ire- 
naeus, and Chrysostom ; but it is in Origen, on Matt. p. 244. 
and in Theophylact, in the Syriac, and Arabic : and though 
it be wanting in the Latin Ircnseus, as being not in the Vul- 
gar; yet Chrysostom saith expressly there, rifia yap, <j>yjai, 
tov iraHpa aov, and the words following, Ka\ firi Tififiaii tov 
-naripa ai)Tov, shew that aov is to be retained; nor can 
the words bind us to honour any other father save out 
own. 2. Whereas, ver. 8. the text saith, lyytZu fiol 6 \abg 
ovrog Tt£ arofxaTi avTtov, Kal Toig xttXtai fit Tifip the genuine 
reading, saith the doctor, both here and in Isaiah, Cod. 
Alex, and March, is this, 6 Xabg ovTog x £ & £ff f A" nfju^l But 
Origen,* after all his labours about the Septuagint, knew 
of no such reading, either here or in Isaiah ; for in his com- 
mentary on these words of St. Matthew, he teacheth, that 
our Lord being willing to destroy all the traditions of the 
pharisees, by a testimony from the prophets, \6yov irap&tTo 
pijrbv awb Tov y \aalov oaittp avTalg Xt%zaiv ovrutg i% H > K< & & 1 ** ** 
Kvpiog, lyyiZzi f*o\ 6 Xabg ovtoc *v t<£ orojuan avribv, Kal to. l%rjg* 
he produces a passage spoken by Isaiah ivhich occurs 
there in these very words, lyylZ>u fiol* &c. And indeed these 
words are. found there both in the Hebrew and the Sep- 
tuagint ; and so our Saviour here producing them from 
thence thus, well said Isaiah prophesying of you, Xiyw, 
saying, doubtless produced his words as he found them 
there. 3. On these words, ver. 2G. ovk iarl koXov KaXov, 
saith he, is added to the text; and yet it is found in Chry- 
sostom, St. Jerome, Theophylact, the Vulgar, Syriac and 
Arabic. 4. Ver. 30. he rejects K<o<povg, and ver. 31. KvXXovg 
iyulg, as additions to the text, against the evidence of 
the words: for if nuxjiovg were not in the thirtieth verse, 
how comes Kw<j>ovg XaXovvrag into ver. 31 ? and if KvXkovg be 
the true reading ver. 30. KvXkovg iyttig must answer to it, 
ver. 31. 

[ u ] Ver. 14. "A0H-6 aifTovg, Let them alone.] Regard not 
what they say, or do, against me or my doctrine, seeing 
they say and do it out of the blindness of their minds. Hence 
observe, 

First, That the scandal of wicked and perverse men 
is only to be avoided, as that wo do not cease to do our 
duty, or as to refuse their pernicious doctrines and de- 
structive courses. 

Secondly, That sometimes the vulgar are obliged not to 
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believe or comply with the rules of their ecclesiastical su- 
periors;, because it is their duty never to follow them into 
the ditch. 

F 2 ] Ver. 16. y AKfxrjv kol ifxtlg aavvtroi lart ; Are ye also still 
without understanding?'] That therefore this parable was 
not understood by them, must be ascribed not to the ob- 
scurity of it, but to the prejudices and. slowness of under- 
standing that were in his disciples. 

. [ 13 ] Vcr. 18. Ta Si itaroptvojitva — k rfc tcapStag koivol rbv 
av6poj7rov* But the things that come — out of the heart, they 
defile the man.] See note on Mark vii. 20, 21. 

["] Ver. 22.. Kal Idov, yvvfj Kavavaia* And, behold, a wo- 
man of Canaan; Mark vii. 26. yvvri tXXfjvtc koi ^vpofyoivtaaa, 
a gentile Syrophcenician.] The same person, who is called 
one of Canaan in the Hebrew, is in the Septuagint a Phoe- 
nician. So Exod.vi. 15. we read of Sltaulthe son of a 
Canaanitish ivoman; LXX. ^aovX 6 Ik rfjc <l>oivfcr<n?c* Gen. 
xlvi. 10. rrig KavaviTtSog* Exod. xvi. 35. they came unto the 
borders of the land of Canaan ;LXX. tig filpog ttjq tyoivitcrts* 
Josh. v. 12. they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan, 
lKap7rhavTo St ttjv x^9 av ^ $oivhatg. Now seeing Pliny * 
doth inform us, " Syria circumfundi Phoenicem," that Phoe- 
nicia is comprehended in Syria, the Phoenician woman 
must be a Syrophoenician woman; and Phoenicia being 
also Canaan, (Bochart. Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 34. 36.) she 
must be a Canaanitish woman. (See the note of Dr. Ham- 
mond here.) 

[ 15 ] Ver. 24. Ovk aTrtaTaX-nv I was not sent but to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel] By the lost sheep of Israel, 
we are to understand the whole nation of the Jews, who 
being assheep dispersed, having no shepherd, are therefore 
called lost sheep, Matt. ix. 36. x. 6. To them the Messias 
was first promised, to them he first came. (John i. 11.) He 
is styled a minister of the circumcision, Rom. xv. 8. and 
was first to be preached to the Jews. (Acts xiii. 46.) 

[ l6 ] Vcr. 26. It is not meet to take the children's bread, *ol 
fidktiv Totg tcvvapioicand to cast it to dogs.] He calls them 
dogs, saith Theophylact, Sia rove ISvikovc atcaSaprov j3tov 
*X HV > because the gentiles led an impure life, and were con- 
versant about the blood of things offered to idols; or perhaps 
he doth so far comply with the language of the Jews, as to 
call this woman dog, because he is here representing of a 
Jew, or a pharisee : (1.) not vouchsafing her one word of 
answer; because they thought such persons wholly neg- 
lected by God, and unworthy to be regarded by them: 
and (2.) calling her dog, according to the common saying 
of the Jews, that the nations of the world were likened to 
dogs, whereas they were GocTs sons and daughters. (See 
the note on Luke xv. 1, 2. and on Phil. iii. 2.) 

[ 17 ] Ver. 27. f H Sc fat, vol Kvpu* But she said,I beseech thee, 
Lord.] The word vol, as the Hebrew NJ, imports beseeching; 
as they say, nay, is not put, but in the way of petition: so 
Gen.xviii. 30. 32. I pray thee, let not my Lord be angry ; 
Gen.xix.7. >O^J* I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly; 
Numb.xii.13. rb MN3-W, I pray thee, heather; Philem.20. 
vat a§£X</>€, I pray thee, brother : so also is it used in profane 
authors : so Aristophanes, f vol irpbc twv Stoiv I pray thee, 
by the gods ; so Euripides4>al?rpoccnlcTrjc &£«*£ ivwkivov, 
I pray thee, by that fair right hand. 



* Lib. v. cap. 12. 
% Hip. V. 605. 



t Num. act. 2. §. 1. p. 167. 



[ 18 ] Ver. 28. MtyaXrj gov rj ttioti? Great is thy faith.] 
That having no promise to rely upon, and suffering so 
many repulses with such seeming contempt, thou still re- 
tainest a good hope of my kindness and mercy, great is 
thy faith. The faith of those who firmly rely upon God's 
promise, and are not by great temptations and afflictions 
moved from their confidence, is praiseworthy ; but highly 
excellent is their faith, who, depending only on his good- 
ness, do place an humble confidence in God : whence we 
may learn, that the faith of gentiles is not only pleasing to 
God, but sometimes more excellent than that of those to 
whom the promises belong; viz. when upon a lesser motive 
it brings forth equal fruits. 

[*] Ver. 39. Kol fiXStv tic ru opta MaySaka. He came into 
the coasts ofMagdala.] Mark viii. 10. into the parts of Dal- 
manutha, which was, saith Dr. Lightfoot, a particular 
place within the bounds ofMagdala. (Chorograph. Decad. 
on Mark v.) 

CHAP. XVI. 

1. X HE pharisees also with the sadducees came (Gr. 
and the pharisees and sadducees coming), and \}] tempting 
(him) desired him that (Gr. they tempting him, desired 
that) he would shew them a sign from heaven. 

2. He answered and (Gr. but he answering) said unto 
them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather; 
for the sky is red (and bright without clouds): 
' 3. And in the morning (ye say), It will be foul weather 
to-day: for the sky is red and lowering; (the clouds ob- 
structing the brightness of the sun). O ye hypocrites, ye 
can discern the face of the sky (have skill enough to dis- 
cern what kind of weather it is like to be, by what at pre- 
sent ye. observe in the colour of the sky); but can ye not dis- 
cern (can ye not then discern) [ 2 ] the signs of the times ? 
(Can you not discern from the heavenly doctrine which I 
preach, and the mighty miracles by which I confirm it, the 
sign of the Son of man coming among you? it is a sure sign 
of your hypocrisy, that after all this, you are still doubting 
of it, and requiring farther signs to confirm this. I there- 
fore say to you, not without grief of spirit for your unbelief, 
Mark viii. 12. that) 

4. A wicked and adulterous generation sceketh after a 
sign ; and there shall no (farther) sign be given to it, but 
the sign of the prophet Jonas (for as his being preserved 
three days in the whale's belly, and then cast out safe on the 
dry land, was a sign of his being a true prophet, sent to 
preach to Nineveh, and call them to repentance; so my being 
buried three days in the earth, and then rising up thence, 
shall be to you a sign that I am also a prophet, sent from 
God to call you to repentance). And (having said this) he 
left them, and (going in a ship to the other side of the sea, 
Mark viii. 13. he) departed (from them). 

5. And when his disciples were come (to him) to the 
other side, they had forgotten to take bread, (having but 
one loaf with them in the ship, Mark viii. 14.) 

G. Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed, and [ 3 ] beware 
of the leaven of the pharisees and of the sadducees (i. e. 
of their doctrines and manners, which swell and sour its dis- 
ciples, as leaven doth the bread ivith which it is mixed). 

7. And they reasoned among themselves, saying, (He 
speaks thus to us) because we have taken no bread with us. 

U2 
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8. Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O 
ye of little faith, why reason ye (thus) among yourselves, 
(as if ye were like to famish) because yo have brought no 
bread (and are bid to beware of the leaven of the pha- 
risees) ? 

9. Do ye not understand (nor consider), neither remem- 
ber the five loaves (which fed the number) of five thou- 
sand, and how many baskets ye took up (even twelve)? 

10. Neither the seven loaves (tvhich fed the number) of 
four thousand, and how many baskets ye took up? (even 
seven : have you your Marts yet hardened? having eyes, see 
ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? Mark viii. 17, IS. If 
it be otherwise,) 

11. How is it that ye do not understand that I spake 
not (this) to you concerning bread, that ye should beware 
of the leaven of the pharisees and of the sadducees? (as 
knotving by these instances, I cannot be unable to provide 
bread for myself and you, and therefore could not upon tlutt 
account speak of bread.) 

12. Then understood they how that he bade them not be- 
ware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the pha- 
risees and of the sadducees. 

13. When Jesus came (with his disciples, Mark viii. 27.) 
into the coasts of Cassarca Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
(being alone toith them, Luke ix. 18.) saying, [ 4 ] Whom do 
men say that I "the Son of man am ? 

14. And they said, Some say that thou art [ 5 ] John the 
Baptist (risen from the dead); some, ( that thou art) Elias 
(the forerunner of the Messiah); and others, ( that thou art) 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets (they thinking none alive 
holy enough to be a prophet sent from God). 

15. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
1G. And Simon Peter answered and said, [ 6 ] Thou art 

the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

17. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar (Hcb. the son of) Jona: for [ 7 ] flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it (this) unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven (this faith thou couldest not 
learn from the testimony of man, but only from Divine tes- 
timony, that of my doctrine, and my miracles, which the Fa- 
ther that is in me enables me to teach and do). 

18. And (as a statable return io this confession), I say 
also unto thee, That thou art (by name) [*] Peter (that is, a 
rock), and upon (thee who art) this rock I will build my 
church; (laying the first foundation of it upon thy preach- 
ing to the Jews, Acts ii. 41. 47. and to the gentiles, Acts 
x. 5. 44. 48. xv. 7.) and the [9] gates of hell (i. e. death 
itself) shall not prevail against it, (so as to hinder that re- 
surrection to eternal life, which I have promised to those that 
believe in my name, John vi. 39, 40. 44. 54.) 

19. [ 10 ] And I will give unto thee the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven ( the power of making laws to govern my 
church): and whatsoever thou (assisted by my Spirit) shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven : and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven (i.e. 
thy doctrine taught by that Spirit concerning things re- 
quired, forbidden, or allowed to Christians, shall be con- 
firmed there). 

20. ["] Then charged he his disciples that they should 
tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ, ( till after his re- 
surrection, chap, xvii.) 

-21. [ 12 ] From that time forth (tliat they might not be 



shaken in this faith, by what should afterward befal him), 
began Jesus to shew to his discip'es, how that he (the Son 
of man) must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
(and be rejected) of tho elders, and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and (notivitlistanding that, he should 
by God) be raised again the third day; (and this he said to 
them openly, Mark viii. 32.) 

22. Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, say- 
* n S> ["] Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto 
thee. 

23.' But he turned, and (looking on his disciples, Mark 
viii. 33.) said to Peter, [»] Get thee behind me, Satan 
( thou who art to me a tempter, and to the good of men an 
adversary): thou art an offence to me (as being a solicitor 
to me to disobey the will of my Father) : for thou (in this) 
savourest not the things that be of God, but those that 
be of men (regarding more what is pleasing to men than 
God). 

24. Then said Jesus to his disciples, (and to the mtdti- 
tude, Mark viii. 34.) [ 15 ] If any man will come after me, 
let him (resolve tipon it that it will be necessary for him to) 
deny himself, and take up his cross (daily, Luke ix. 23.) 
and (so only will be prepared to) follow me. 

25. [ 16 ] For whosoever will (choose rather to) save his 
life shall lose it: and whosoever will (be ready to)loso his 
life for my sake ( and the gospeVs, Mark viii. 35.) shall find 
it, (either graciously preserved here, or improved into life 
eternal. 

26. And this it behoveth.all to do,) For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul (or life)? or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul? 

27. [ 17 ] For the Son of man shall come in the glory of 
his Father, with his (holy) angels ; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works (being ashamed of, or 
not owning them who are ashamed of him, or of his words, 
in this wicked and adulterous generation, Mark viii. 38. 
but rewarding them U)ho profess him, and adhere to his doc- 
trine). 

28. [ 18 ] Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 
here who shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of 
man coming in his kingdom (or, the kingdom of God com- 
ing with power, Mark viii. 39. and the Son of man giving 
a plain experiment of his intended future judgment, by the 
severe punishment he will execute upon the unbelieving and 
disobedient Jews of this age). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVI. 

[*] Ver.l.n«pa£ovr£c avTov, Tempting him.'] i.e. Making 
trial whether he was ablo to do this, or not; or doubting 
wiiether he could shew such a sign as the Son of man, ac- 
cording to Daniel, was to do. (See the note on Matt. 
iv. 7. xii. 38.) And because they camo to him with an 
appearance of their willingness to be convinced that he 
was the Messiah, could they see proofs sufficient of it; 
whereas they had already resisted the clearest evidence 
that he was the Christ, and so indeed camenot to be con- 
vinced that he was so/ but hoping he w r ould fail in the 
attempt, and so appear not to be so, therefore Christ calls 
them both hypocrites. 

[*] Ver. 3. 2?j/u7a tQv icaipuv Tlte signs of the times.] 
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Tlmt is, say Grotius and the Syriac, the signs of these 
times; but this sceras needless, oc Kaipol, the times or sea- 
sons, both in the Old and New Testament, signifying set 
times and seasons, appointed by God; and- those were 
either ordinary and stated times, as when the luminaries of 
heaven are said to be appointed els arifxzla teat icatpovs, for 
signs and for seasons, (Gen. i. 14. Psal. civ. 19.) and God 
is said to have given to the heathens, irpoTtrayixivovs k<u- 
povg, the seasons appointed from the beginning of the world; 
(Acts xvii. 20.) or extraordinary seasons, in which God 
had determined to visit his people, either in mercy or in 
judgment; so kqiqos and tcatpov icipas, time and the period 
of time, are often used in Daniel, vii. 22. viii.19. xi. 27. 29. 
In the New Testament, Christ is thus said to come in the 
fulness of time, and in the dispensation tov irX^pdj^aTos twv 
Katpuv, of the fulness of times; (Eph. i. 10.) and at his ad- 
vent the phrase runs thus, 7rt7rA?//owT<u 6 tempos, the time is 
fulfilled: (Mark i. 15.) so when Christ> apostles ask, Wilt 
thou now restore the kingdom to Israel? Christ answers, It 
is ?iot for you to know ^poVouc v xaipovg, the times or sea* 
sons. (Acts i. 17.) In this sense the apostle saith to the 
Thessalonians, It is not needful to write to you Trtpt rd>v \po- 
vwv teal KCLtp&v, of the times and seasons: (1 Thess. v. 1.) in 
this sense it is said of Christ's signal coming to destroy Je- 
rusalem, 6 tempos, the time is near. (Luke xxi. 8. 24.) Now 
all such seasons had their prognostics, which are here 
styled the signs of the times. 

Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can 
ye not discern the signs of the times? Here Jerome again 
saith, Hoc in plerisque codicibus non habetur; whereas, 
though the word hypocrites be wanting in Chrysostom and 
the Vulgar, and some versions, yet the sentence is in all 
the Greek scholiasts, and in all the versions; so little rea- 
son have we to depend upon his testimony here. More- 
over, the word hypocrites isinThcophylact,the Syriac, and 
Arabic, and in the parallel place, Luke xii. 56. and so 
was certainly the word used by Christ, since otherwise 
St. Luke must have added to his words. , 

[ 3 ] *Vcr. 6. Hpo<x(\m airo rrje Zvfiris twv (JHtptaatwv tecu <raS- 
SovKatuv* Beware of the leaven of the pharisees and of the 
sadducees.] Mark viii. 15. And Qf Herod. (Sec the note 
there.) This leaven is vcr. 12. interpreted to be the doc- 
trine of those sects, as StSaxv imports both doctrines to be 
believed, and traditions or ordinances to be received from 
them; and so it is a caution to avoid the precepts of those 
men, who place the sum of their religion and worship in 
outward performances, which avail nothing to the sancti- 
fication of the soul: and such were the traditions of the 
scribes and pharisees; and also such doctrines as tended to 
subvert religion, by cutting off all hopes of future blessings 
after this life, and turning the kingdom of God into an 
earthly and a worldly kingdom, as did the doctrines of the 
sadducees. Dr. Lightfoot saith, that leaven in the notion 
of the Jews did seldom signify doctrines, but generally 
affections, and p;ravity of heart, which signification also it 
generally bears in Scripture; sometimes relating to hypo- 
crisy, as in a like place, Luke xii. 1. Beware of the leaven 
of the pharisees, which is hypocrisy ; and sometimes to the 
leaven of malice and ivickedness, opposed to sincerity and 
truth. (1 Cor. v. 8.) This being fitly compared to leaven, 
because it puffeth up our spirits, and sours our tempers. 
(Sec note on 1 Cor. v. 8,) 



[ 4 ] Vcr. 13. Tiva fit Xzyovatv of avQpwnot ilval tov vlbv tov 
avSpwirov; Whom do men say that I the S071 of man am?~\ 
Some look upon these words, towiov tov avSpomov, the Son 
Of man, as a gloss crept into the text, but it is read by Ire- 
nseus, lib. iii. 20. by Epiphanius, by Chrysostom, St. Je- 
rome, Theophylact, and all the versions, and therefore it is 
unreasonably questioned; others look upon these words as 
of no special signification, because not mentioned by St. * 
Mark or Luke, the first saying only, Wliom do men say ? 
(viii. 27.) the other, Whom do the people say that I am? 
(ix.18.) As if I should say, the words given, Lukexiv.19. 
or broken, 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24. were of no special significa- 
tion, because they are not mentioned by the evangelists St. 
Matthew and St. Mark. (Matt. xxvi. 26. Markxiv. 22.) 
Dr. Lightfoot's conjecture is, that Christ here inquires not 
barely whether the people thought him the Christ, but what 
kind of person they thought him to be, the Jews then 
doubting of his original, who was to be the Messiah, and 
whether he was to come from the living or the d^ad. And 
evident it is, that the word Wva often relates to the quality. 
So John viii. 53. Wva, whom makest thou thyself? 1 Sam. 
xvii. 55. *D p the son of what kind of person is this youth? 
and thus it may retain its usual import. 

\f\ Ver. 14. Oi fxlv 'Icouvvtjv tov Bct7rT{<7TTjv, aWoi $c 'HAfctv, 
mpoi 81 'leptfitav, &c. Some John the Baptist; others, Elias; 
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.] Perhaps they who 
held Christ to be [Elias, did not think him the promised 
Messiah, but only his forerunner; this being the received 
opinion of the whole nation, that Elias was to come before 
the Messiah, and to anoint him when he came. They who 
thought he was John the Baptist risenfrom the dead? speak 
suitably to the opinion of the pharisees, who, saith Jose- 
phus,* held there was for good men, paortovri tov avafitovv, 
an easy return to life again: that he was Jeremias, or one 
of the prophets, was the consequent of an opinion that pre- 
vailed in that nation, that the Messias was to come notjrom 
the living, but from the dead, they thinking none of that age 
of piety sufficient to bear him, and thinking that the resur- 
rection was to begin with his kingdom, might easily be in- 
duced to think, he should be one that should rise from the 
dead. And then God having said peculiarly of Jeremiah, 
Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee, and before thou 
earnest out of the womb I sanctified, and ordained thee a pro* 
phet to the nations, i.5. and ver. 10. See, I have set thee over 
the nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull 
down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to plant, and to 
build; and this being, in their opinion, the great business 
of the king Messiah, to pull down all the nations that ruled . 
over them, and make them tributaries and servants to the 
Jews ; for this cause might they pitch on him as the fittest 
person to be their Messiah. And then in these words, I • 
see no footsteps of a metempsychosis, but only of a resur- 
rection, according to those words of St. Luke, (ix. 19.) 
Others say, that one of the old prophets was risen" again. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 16. Sv tt 6 Xpttrrbs, 6 vlbs tov 0h>u Zwvtos, 
Tlwa art the Christ, the Son of the living God.] Here let it 
be noted, 

First, That what Peter here professcth, was before the 
faith, and the acknowledgment of all Christ's disciples ; for 
they coming out of the ship, said, aXrjOwc Qzov vlbs «?> Truly 

* Antiq. lib. xviii, cap. 2. . 
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thou art the Son of God. (Matt. xiv. 33.) And therefore 
Peter himself sailh of them, as well as of himself, We know 
and have believed that thou art that Christ, the S071 of the 
living God. (John vi. G9.) 

Secondly, But whereas some conclude, that these words, 
the Son of the living God, signify nothing more than tho 
Messiah; becauso St. Mark relates the answer of Peter 
thus, Thou art the Christ of God; and what in St. Matthew 
(xxvi. G3.) runs thus, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the 
living God? is in St. Luke, (xxii.G7.) Art thou the Christ? 
I own that hence it may be gathered, that he that was the 
Christ, was also the Son of God; but yet I think there is 
this difference betwixt the two phrases, that the one re- 
spects his office, the other his original; though perhaps nei- 
ther Nathanael, (John i. 50.) nor the other Jews, nor the 
apostles, used it in that sublime sense in which the Christ- 
ians did afterward take it. 

P] Ver. 17. 2ap£ m\ aT/xa oJk airtKa\v\pi cot. Flesh and 
blood hath not revealed this to thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven.} That flesh and blood, both in the Scripture and 
the Jewish writers, constantly signifies man, as being com- 
pounded of flesh and blood, see the note on Gal. i. 1G. 
So that the import of the words is this, What others 
siay of me, thou hast learnt from men, but this faith thou 
bast professed concerning me, though it required in thee 
an attention, or a due consideration of, and an assent to 
the proofs given of it, yet these proofs being the doctrine 
taught from God, and the miracles wrought in confirmation 
of it, being wrought by the finger of God, the faith itself 
must be acknowledged to be the result, not of human in- 
dustry or wisdom, but of Divine revelation; and in learning 
of it thou must be said to'bc OeoSfSaierocj taught of God; the 
doctrine believed being the words of God, and the miracles 
which confirm it being wrought by the power of God. 
They who carry this higher, and say that Peter had a pe- 
culiar revelation of this matter, not vouchsafed to any 
others, and that without this he could not have owned and 
embraced Christ, as the Son of God, must not only suppose 
the like special revelation given to Nathanael, contrary to 
our Lord's own words, (John i. 50.) Because I said, I saw 
thee under the fig-tree, believest thou? and to the centurion, 
who, seeing the earthquake, and the things which were done 
when Jesus gave up the ghost, said, Truly thistvas the Son 
of God, (Matt, xxvii. 54.) and to all others who had the 
same faith; but must excuse all those Jews who did not 
believe this, it being not in their power to do so, for want 
of this peculiar revelation; whereas our Saviour still ap- 
peals to the works that he had done among them, as to suf- 
ficient testimonies that he was the Christ, the Son of God; 
(John v. 3G, 37. viii. 18. x. 25. 38. xiv. II.) and also 
saith, Except ye believe that 1 am he, ye shall die in your 
sius. {John viii. 24.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 18. Kfyw S£ aoi Xlyw, on av tl Ukpo^ And I say 
nnto thee, Thou art Peter.] Here note, 

That in these words, our Lord doth speak not in the ge- 
neral to his apostles, but in particular to Peter; and that 
that promise was made particularly to him, seems evident 
from these considerations ; 

' First, That tho text informs, that Simon Peter, Simon the 
son ofJona, made that confession, which gave occasion to 
these words, and that our Lord tnnv airy, did answer him 
as followeth : as if he should have said, As thou Peter hast 



said of me, that J am Christ, so say I now of thee, that thou 
art Peter; if therefore of the mst of the apostles it cannot 
properly be said, thou art Peter, much less that they were 
sons of Jona, our Lord must speak only to him who pro- 
perly was so : and if the text saith expressly, that our Lord 
spake to him, and doth not mention any others that were 
spoken to, it is a plain addition to the text to say, that our 
Lord equally did speak to others. * Moreover, when our 
Lord put the question to them all, Whom do men say that 
lam? and they in general replied, Some thought that he 
was Johu the Baptist, some said he was Elias, some Jeremias, 
or one of the prophets; our Lord inquires farther, v/xac Si, 
Wlwm do you apostles say I am? Now to this question, had 
they continued all to answer, as some imagine they in the 
person of St. Peter did; why is it not said as before, ol Sc 
ztnov, they said, but only St. Peter answered? Why doth 
not Christ continue, as before, to speak to them in the plu- 
ral number, but so peculiarly direct his speech to the son 
of Jona? 

Secondly, Moreover, that Christ here promised to build 
his church upon St. Peter, seems farther evident; because 
these words contain a manifest allusion to the name of 
Peter, and to that Syriac name of Cephas, which our Lord 
had given him, both which do signify a rock or stone; as if 
our Lord had said, Tliou art by name a rock, and suitable 
to that name shall be thy work and office; for upon thee, 
i. e. npon thy preaching, as upon a rock, shall the founda- 
tion of my church be laid: now the whole grace of this 
allusion is entirely los^, unless we do expound this passage 
of St. Peter's person, and not of his confession, or the ob- 
ject of it. As therefore when God said to Abraham, T/iy 
name shall be called Abraham ;for a father of many nations 
have I made thee: (Gen. xvii. 5.) and to Jacob, Tliyname 
shall be called Israel; for as a prince thou hast prevailed with 
God and men: (Gen. xxxii. 28.) the following words are 
still the reason of the name: so may it rationally be con- 
ceived, that when Christ said to the son of Jona, Thou art 
Peter, tho following words, which are joined to them with 
a conjunction copulative, and on this rock will I build my 
church, contain the reason of that appellation. 

Thirdly, The demonstrative article this, contained in the 
words this rock, doth plainly intimate, that our Lord pro- 
mised to build his church upon that rock he had now men- 
tioned; now of whatrocA did he make mention in any other 
words than the foregoing? Thou art Peter; i. e. thy name 
doth signify a rock. 

Fourthly,2lt cannot rationally be doubted but that our 
Lord intended to say something singular to Peter, as the 
reward of his so singular confession, if we consider either 
the words preceding, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona; 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee; or the 
immediate preface of them, k(ij<!j Sc cot \iyw, And I do also 
say to thee, Tliat thou art Peter; but had Christ spoken not 
of St. Peter, whom he had formerly called Cephas, when 
he made mention of the rock on which he did intend to 
build his church, but either of himself or the confession of 
St. Peter, he had said nothing singular concerning this 
apostle ; Christ's building of his church upon himself, or on 
this iruth, that he was the Messiah, or the Son of God, being 
no singular reward of Peter. 

Lastly, When our Lord adds in the ensuing words, And I 
will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven; i. e. I will 
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cause thee first to open the kingdom of heaven by preach- 
ing to the Jews and gentiles, and laying the foundation of a 
church among them; it is evident by the connexion of the 
words he speaks to Peter. When therefore he had said in 
the foregoing words, upon this rock I will build my church, 
why should we not conceive he speaks of the same person? 
But then also let it be noted, that by this explication of the 
words which I contend for, all the pretences of the pope of 
Rome, to be successor of St. Peter, are not established, 
but most effectually overthrown; as will be evident, if we 
consider the promise, that our Lord would build his church 
upon him, and hew that promise was fulfilled. 

First, Then, observe that our Lord speaks here of his 
church, not as a thing in present being, or as a building 
now erected, but as hereafter to be raised, and therefore 
doth not say, 61koSo/iw, I build at present, but oko§o/nj<rw, 
upon this rock I will hereafter build my church, the Christ- 
ian church commencing after our Saviours resurrection 
and ascension; of such a church to be hereafter founded 
by St. Peter's preaching to the Jew and gentile, and the 
baptizing* of men converted by his preaching, our Lord 
here plainly speaketh in this text. If then the pope would 
be St. Peter's successor in this affair, ho must not sit at 
Rome lording it over God's heritage, but must in person go 
to the unbelieving Jews and heathen world, as Peter did, 
and labour by his preaching to convert the Turk, the Jew, 
the infidel; and when he had so done, and settled Christian 
churches there among them, he may then have a better 
title to be St. Peter's successor than now he hath. 

Secondly, Observe this promise punctually was fulfilled, 
by our Lord's using St. Peter's ministry, in laying the foun- 
dation of a Christian church among the Jews and gentiles, 
and in his being the first preacher to them of that faith 
which he doth here confess, and making the first proselytes 
to it; we therefore, suitably to this promise, find that Peter 
laid the first foundations of a church among the Jews, by 
the conversion of three thousand souls, (Acts ii. 41.) who, 
when they gladly had embraced St. Peters doctrine, were all 
baptized,&nd then we first find mention of a Christian church 
in these words, And the Lord added daily to the church 
such as should be saved, (ver. 47.) And the same apostle 
laid the first foundation of a church among the gentiles, by 
the conversion of Cornelius and his friends. (Acts x.) For 
though we read before of persons in Samaria converted 
and baptized by Philip the evangelist, he being one of 
them who were dispersed through the regions of Judea and 
Samaria, upon the persecution that arose concerning Ste- 
phen, yet doth the Holy Ghost inform us, that they who 
were thus scattered preached the word to none, but only to 
the Jews; (Acts xi. 19.) nor could they, suitably to their 
avowed principles, do otherwise, seeing they deemed it a 
thing unlawful to go in to, or to converse with, the uncir- 
cumcised, (Acts xi. ,3.) and had no apprehensions that God 
would grant repentance unto life to the gentiles, (ver. 18.) 
Wherefore, to qualify St. Peter for this work, the Lord doth 
by a vision convince him of the lawfulness of preaching the 
glad tidings of salvation to the heathen world, and of con- 
versing with them for that end; and in pursuance of this 
promise made to Peter, he commands Cornelius to send 
not to Jerusalem to James and John, not to Damascus for 
St. Paul, but to Joppa for St. Peter, whom Christ had by 
this promise appointed for that work, that from him he 



might hear those words by which he and his whole house- 
hold shoidd be saved. And in relation to this promise of our 
Lord, as well as the completion of it by the conversion of 
Cornelius, it seems to be that this apostle doth, in the 
synod met at Jerusalem, speak thus. Men and brethren, you 
know how that a good while ago, a<f rifiepwv apx at ' wv ? God 
chose me out among you, that by my mouth the gentiles 
should hear the ivord. (Acts xv. 7.) He therefore was as- 
suredly the person who first preached the gospel to the 
gentiles, and by doing so opened the kingdom of heaven to 
them : he was the person chosen by Christ to perform this 
work; he was chosen by him a<p y rjjufpwv kg%atwv, from the 
beginning of Christ's preaching, when he was called Cephas, 
with relation to it. Nor is this exposition any new fancy 
of my own, it is as ancient as Tertullian,* who saith, that 
Christ did personally confer this honour on St. Peter, say- 
ing, Upon thee will I build my church; " sic enim exitus 
docuit, in ipso ecclesia exstructa est, i.e. per ipsum, ipse 
clavem imbuit," so the event doth teach, the church was 
built on him, that is, by him, he hanselled first the key: he 
preached that sermon by which three thousand Jews were 
brought into the faith, he laid the first foundation of a 
church among the gentiles, he first by baptism gave them 
entrance into the kingdom of heaven. He was, saith Am- 
brose, styled the rock, because he laid the first foundations 
of faith among the nations. I conclude, therefore, that the 
plain import of these words is this, That the apostle Peter, 
by preaching first to the Jew and gentile, and by baptizing 
those to whom he preached, should lay the first foundations 
of the Christian church, and that against the church thus 
planted by him, the gates of hell shoidd not prevail This 
being so, it is evident that in this matter St. Peter neither 
hath nor can have a successor, and that it is absurd to claim 
a title of succession to this prerogative of St. Peter; this 
being in effect to say, that the foundations of the church of 
Christ arc not yet laid, and to pretend to a commission to 
perform at present what was fully done above a thousand 
six hundred years ago. 

[ 9 ] Kal 7rv\cu aSovov KarL<T)(y<TOV<Tiv avrrig, And the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.] Here, by the gates of hades, 
some understand the prevalence of schism and heresy, of 
wickedness and vice; so Jerome, Ego portas inferi reor 
esse vitia etpeccata, vel certe hereticorum doctrinas: others 
do understand the subtilty of Satan, the power of his tempt- 
ations and assaults: but if we do examine the import of 
this phrase, the gates of hades, as it is used by all the an- 
cient Greeks, the Jewish writers, the Old Testament, and 
the translation of the Seventy interpreters, we shall be sa- 
tisfied that it is never used by them to signify the power of 
heresy or schism, sin or Satan, and therefore cannot be ra- 
tionally supposed here to bear that sense: but it constantly 
is used by them to signify the state of death, the place or 
receptacle of the dead, into which souls departed enter, or 
else the entrance into that place. To make this evident, 
consider, 

First, That the Hebrew sheol, and the Greek {tS>?c, which 
answers to it in the translation of the LXX. doth signify 
both in the Scripture, the Jewish writers, and the ancient 
fathers, and more ancient heathens, the place and recep- 
tacle of the dead ; cu%/v vck/jwv x w P t ' 0l '> exponunt Greed, 
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sailh the learned Windate; the Greeks call the place of 
the dead hades: atlr\g 6 rctyoc, hades is the sepulchre, saith 
Hcsychius: by sheol is not meant tlic place of the damned 
spirits, saith Sir. Ainsworth, but of all that go out of the 
world: whence in the Chaldee paraphrase it is styled the 
house of the grave, or the place of burial Accordingly the 
ancient Greeks assigned one hades to all that died, whence 

they SO often say, vavrag bjiwg Ovnrovg aidrig &x*™i, a ^ 

that die are in hades, all men shall go to hades; Iv a$ov 
(rvvlxovrai ^x a ' &*caiW tI koL aSfewv* both just and unjust 
go to hades, saith Caius, a Roman presbyter. 

Thirdly, This place of hades is generally represented as 
a great house, or receptacle, which hath doors, and bars, 
and keys, and gates, by which the dead are said to enter ; 
hence in the poets we find frequent mention of the house 
of hades, and the gates of hades: hence Job cries out, 
sheol bethi, hades is my house; and they who die are said, 
KariXOuv iig %$ov dofxovg, in Euripides, dg Swji atSao, in 
Homer, i. e. to go to the house of hades. 

Thirdly, The place or receptacle of the dead being thus 
represented by the ancients, as a house that hath its doors 
and gates; death in their language is represented as the 
gate or entrance into hades ; to die or to descend into the 
grave, is, in their language, to go down, to be brought down 
to, and to pass through, the]gates of hades, as in those words 
of Homer, i\0pog yap juoe Kttvog Sjuwc cuSao irvkyatv, I hate 
him to the gates of hades, which does not speak as he thinks; 
where the scholiast informs us, that this is irtptypaaig Sava- 
tov, a periphrasis of death, rr)v aiSao irvXav apa%H, he 
shall knock at the gates of hades, that is, he shall die, 
saith Theocritus ; and thus Theognis, bewailing the mi- 
series of human life, concludes, it is' best of all not to be 
born, or being born, £>Ki<rra irvXag atdao irzpriaai, to die as 
soon as may be. Accordingly to live again is in their lan- 
guage to leave, or open the gates of death, or hades; thus in 
Euripides the chorus sings, That if jEsculapius were there, 
Alcestis might then leave aidovn-vXag, the gates of hades, and 
return to life, for he can raise the dead: and whenMenippus 
came from the grave he speaks thus, Tliat he camefromthe 
gates of hades. And suitably to this old notion of the gates 
of hades, is the constant usage of the phrase in the Old 
Testament and Jewish writers. The writing of Hezekiah 
after his recovery begins thus, J said, in the cutting off of 
my days, iropziaofiat iv irvkaig oSou, I shall go to the gates 
of hades ; I am deprived of the residue of my years, J shall 
no longer be in the land of the living. (Isa. xxxviii. 10, 11.) 
And what is in the Hebrew, /YD ^TJW, the gates of death, is 
by the LXX. translated 7ruAwpo* #Soir for so God puts the 
question to Job, Will the gates of death open to thee? i. e. 
canst thou command the dead to live ? or, hast thou seen the 
gates of hades? (Job xxxviii. 17.) Thus they who are even 
at death's door are in the language of the Psalmist said, 
lyyiZziv twg twv irv\u>v Oavarov, to draw nigh to the gates of 
death. (Psal. cvii. 18.) And when Ptolcmaeus Philopator 
threatened KaraTrifXipziv irpbg aSrjv 'lbvdalovg, to kill all the 
Jews, and the elephants were ready to fall in upon them; 
they cried to the Lord to have mercy upon them, tJStj 7rpoc 
niXag $$ov KaOzarwTt g, being just at the point of death. (Mac. 
iii. ult.) And when God shews his power in restoring men 
from such a state, he is then said to lift them from the gates 
of hades; as in those words, Thou hast the power of life 
and death, Karayug tig irvkag $dov kc\ dvaytig, thou bringest 



down to the gates of hades, and raisest up again. (Wisd. 
xvi. 13.) Accordingly, when Thcodosius had pardoned 
some, whom justice had condemned to die, Themistius tells 
him, he raised them to life, Ik twv vvXwv a^ipovrog, from 
the gates of hell. ~ Nor did Eusebius* doubt the truth of 
this exposition of the words; for he declares, Tliat God had 
hereby promised that the church should not be overcome by 
death, and that by virtue of this one voice, Upon this rock 
— and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it; the 
church continues not subdued by her enemies, nor yielding to 
the gates of death. St. Cyril,+ of Jerusalem, gives the same 
import of the words, saying, That Christ called Lazarus 
iZqSov ttvXwv, from the gates of hades, or death's door: 
and Photius, That when the dead arc drawn twv 7tuXwv #Soi/, 
from the gates of death to life again; this is a demonstration 
of Divine virtue. TheodoretJ saith, He was cast into so 
great peril by the heretics, as to be brought, ug abrag rou 
aSou iriXag, even to the gates of hades. So that in all lan- 
guages with which I am acquainted, this seems to be the 
plain and constant import of the phrase; and therefore in t 
these words it seemeth reasonable to conceive it is a pro- 
mise, That even death itself should not prevail against the 
genuine members of Christ's church, or that they should 
enjoy a happy resurrection. Now from this exposition wc 
may learn how vainly these words are produced, to prove 
that any church or council is infallible, or that the church 
of Rome hath a just title to that privilege ; for if the gates 
of hades do never signify, in any ancient writer or any 
eastern language, heresy or error; to interpret these words 
of a security from error promised to the church, must be to 
wrest them from their plain and constant sense, to such an 
import as they never had in any language then in use. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 19. Ka\ Bdjau) trot rag kXeTc Trig jBacriXtfae rwv oupa- 
vwv, And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom offea-' 
venJ\ Here note, 

First, That our Lord, by giving these keys to St. Peter, 
cannot be reasonably supposed to give him a supremacy 
over the rest of the apostles, or over the whole church of 
Christ, because the text informs us that these keys were 
given to St. Peter, that with them he might bind and loose; 
now, whatsoever binding and loosing may import^ it is sutc 
doth equally belong to all the rest of the apostles; Christ 
having said to them in general as fully as he did to Peter, 
Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven, Matt, xviii. 18. (See the 
words expounded there.) Note, 

Secondly, That the use of a key being to open a door or 
gate, Christ here promises to Peter, that he should be the 
person who should first open the gate of the kingdom of 
heaven both to Jew and gentile, by making the first con- 
verts among both, and letting some of both into the church ; 
but then it is evident that both James and John exercised 
this office independently of Peter, in converting those of 
the circumcision as well as he ; and that St. Paul was by 
way of excellency, and by virtue of his mission, the apostle 
of the gentiles, (Rom. xi. 13. xv. 16. Gal. i. 16. ii. 8. 1 
Tim. ii. 7. 2 Tim. i. 11.) and opened the kingdom of heaven 
to far more gentiles than ever Peter did, (Rom. xv. 18—22.) 
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and therefore had this key of the kingdom of heaven given 
to him as much as to St. Peter. 

And tvhat thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in hea- 
ven.] Here St. Jerome notes, That hence some bishops and 
presbyters did assume to themselves somewhat of the haugh- 
tiness of the pharisees; "Ut vel damnent innocentes, vel 
solvere se noxios arbitrentur, cum apud Deum non sen- 
tentia sacerdotis, sed reorum vita quaeratur." And he ob- 
serves from Lev. xiv. 7< 11. that as thepriest is said to make 
him clean, or unclean, whom he pronounceth, upon ocular 
inspection, so to be; so the bishop or priest is here said to 
bind or loose. «* 

["] Ver.-20. Tlien charged he his disciples, *lva ^Sevi 
EtTTuxnv on abrbg i<rriv *h)<Tovg 6 Xpiarbc, that they should tell 
no man that he was Jesus the Christ.] i. e. Till after his re- 
surrection, when they were by office to be his witnesses, 
and to declare to others that he was the Christ, because 
then they could do it, not only without suspicion of con- 
federacy, but with greater advantage and better success, 
after that Christ had taken possession of his kingdom, and 
had testified this, by his sitting down at the right hand of 
Power, and by sending down upon them the Holy Ghost, to 
enable them to confirm this testimony; and when he was 
no longer to be subject to those humble circumstances, and 
to that death, which might divert them from receiving him 
under the character of the Son of God; whereas, had his 
own disciples publicly declared him to be the King of the 
Jews, and the Son of God, whilst he was on earth, as this 
would have looked like a confederacy between them and 
their Master, so might it have encouraged the attempt of 
the Jews to come and make him a king, (John vi. 15.) espe- 
cially when he was shortly to go up to Jerusalem in royal 
triumph, (xxi. 8, 9.) 

[ 12 ] Ver. 21. *A7r6 rort Tjp£aro 6 'Iriaouc §ukvvuv rolg fia&i]~ 
rate avrov, on Set avrov cnrsXStiv ug 'UpocroXvfia, &C. From 
that time began* Jems to shew to his disciples, that he tuas to 
go up to Jerusalem, and to suffer many things of the elders.] 
To what hath been hinted in the paraphrase, that he Avas to 
go up to Jerusalem ; because a prophet could not suffer 
out of that city, (Lukcxiii. 33.) he being to be tried by the 
Sanhedrin which sat there ; add also, that he was to be 
condemned by the rulers, and those who had the authority 
of life and death, that so, being condemned and put to 
death by them, who bore the title of God's vicegerents, he 
might more properly be said to be smitten of God, and af- 
flicted, (Isa. liii. 4.) though also, in a higher sense, it pleased 
the Lord to bruise him, and put him to grief, by laying on 
him the iniquity of us alt, (ver. 6.) 

["] Ver. 22. ff lXe <5 C ooi, Kipu, Far be it from thee, Lord.] 
This is a phrase very frequent in the Old Testament, and 
always used by way of abomination and abhorrence, an- 
swering to *]biT?'bn in the Hebrew; and it is always ren- 
dered either fxnSa/i&g <rot, as Gen. xviii. 25. 1 Sam. iii. 30. 
xii. 23. xx. 0. xxii. 15. xxiv. G. or fir} yivoiro, Gen. xliv. 7. 
17. Josh. xxii. 29. xxiv. 16. 1 Kings xxi. 3. i. e. absit, or 
nequaquam, and so is well rendered by us, far be it from 
thee. Alike phrase lV~nW>n is thrice rendered by theSep- 
tuagint/lXcwc /iol, 2 Sam. xx. 20. xxiii. 17. where it is ren- 
dered, far be it from me ; (see 1 Mace. ii. 21.) and when 
Jehovah is added to it, and it is"lXtu>sfioLi> Bfoc or^rj yivoiro 
fwi Trapa tov Qtou, 1 Kings xxi. 3. it is rendered, my God 
forbid it, 1 Chron. xi. 19, and this, some think, is the full 

YOlr. v. 



import of the. words here, 6 Geoc being understood, and 
therefore render them, God be merciful to thee, Sir. 

[ 14 ] Ver. 23. "Yirayt Mcru> fiov 2arav5, fiet thee behind 
me, Satan.] It is somewhat strange, that Origen, Hilary, 
Jerome, and St. Austin, should conceive, that Christ should 
only mean, " Sequere meam sententiam/V?^ 0M; m V opinion 
rather than thine own. These words being doubtless are- 
prehension of St. Peter, with some vehemence, and indig- 
nation, as, under a pretence of charity, shewing himself an 
adversary to Christ, as the word Satan signifies, Numb, 
xxii. 32. 2 Sam. xix. 23. 1 Kings v. 4. xi. 14. Psal. cix. 6. 
and doing the work of Satan by tempting him to disobey his 
Father's will and command, (John x. 18.) and to decline a 
work so necessary for the salvation of souls ; and being 
more concerned for the advancement of that .temporal 
kingdom the Jews expected from their Messiah, than for 
the glory of God and the good of souls. , 

[ 15 ] Ver. 24. E? rtg SiXu ottictw fiov IXQuv, If any manwill 
come after me, let him deny himself, &c] See note on Mark 
viii. 34. and on Luke xiv. 27. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 25, 2G. A Oc yap av SiXy rrjv \pvxnv avrov awcrai, 
airoXicru avrr}v. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it.] 
That the word ^x') should be here rendered life, rather 
than soul, in the sublimer acceptation of the word, seems 
highly probable from these considerations: (1.) because 
Christ, who came to save men's souls, could not require of 
any persons, that they should lose their.souls in the worst 
sense, but only that they should lay down their lives for his 
sake. (2.) Because in the Old Testament this phrase con- 
tinually occurreth in this sense, where rnpziv rrjy ipvxvv, 
PrOV. xiii. 3. XVi. 17. xix. 16. XXiii. 14. crwaai rrjv \pvxrjv, 
Amos ii. 14, 15. is to preserve life; Xvaat tyjv t/>vx*)v, Psal. 
vi. 4. vii. 1, 2. is to deliver us from death; cnroXicrai rrjv 
ipvxnv, Psal. xxvi. 9. to lose life, or die. (3.) Because it 
frequently occurs in profane authors in this sense, as when 
wo read in Agathias, * What if we gain all Persia, rag $£ 
xpvx^c e^jutw/itvoi ; but lose our lives? And Achilles in 
-Homer + says, ov yap ijio\ \pvxve avrafyov aXXo. Nothing is 
comparable to my life. Lastly, The benefit which will ac- 
crue to us by losing of this life, follows in the reward such 
persons shall receive at Christ's coming; and I humbly 
conceive our Saviour's argument may be to this effect ; It 
is natural for all men to have the greatest regard for the 
preservation of their lives, whence they so frequently de- 
clare Ttfii&TtpQv ovc*lv, ov (piXrzpov aXXo, J that nothing is 
more precious or desirable, nothing is fit to be given in ex- 
change for it ; he therefore will act most suitably to this 
natural principle, who continues steadfast in the Christian 
faith and doctrine, for his life will be prolonged happily for 
over ; whereas, he that forsakes it, will lose his interest in 
this promise of eternal life. For the Son of man will come 
to render to every man according to his works, to them who 
have been faithful to him to the death, eternal life ; where- 
as the unbelievers and apostates shall not see this life, but 
shall be certainly obnoxious to the second death. 

[ 17 ] Ver. 27. MzXXu yap 6 vlbg tov avOpdwov tpxzcrSai * v *$ 
Sd?p tov rrarpbc avrov, fxtra twv ayyiXwv avrov, For the Son of 
man shall come in the glory of his Father, with his angels, 
&c] I do not think that there is any necessity of inter- 
preting these words of the destruction of Jerusalem, to 
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rhakothcm comport with the verse following : they seem 
more plainly to rcfatc to the day of judgment. For (1.) 
the expressions, are parallel to thoso which are elsewhere 
Unquestionably meant of that great day, as Matt. xxv. 31. 
The Swi of man shall come in his glory, and all his holy 
itngels with him, and shall place the goats ou his left hand, 
&c. 2Thess. i. 7. In the revelation of the Lord Jesus from 
heaven, with his host ofatigels, the wicked shall be punished 
with everlasting destmction from the glory of his power. 
See Matt. xtii. 41. 49. Jude 14. (2.) The words, then shall 
he render to every man according to his works, cannot re- 
late to the Jews only ; those words, in all other places, 
plainly relating to the day of judgment : as Rom. ii. G. 1G. 
ltev. xxii. 12. whereas, at the destruction of the Jewish 
nation, ho only rendered to them according to their tvorks. 
The words may therefore be thus paraphrased ; There is no 
cause why any man should fear to lose his life for my sake, 
xir think himself wise in preserving it, by denying me: for 
tlie Son of man will come in the glory of his Father, tvho hath 
made him judge both of the quick and the dead; and then he 
will render a reward of eternal life to them who have suf- 
fered for his sake, and subject them to eternal death tvho 
have been ashamed of him and of his words; nor have you 
cause to doubt of his power, thus to judge and inflict pu- 
nishments on men, since he will shortly give a signal expe- 
riment of it, in inflicting the severest punishments on the 
unbelieving Jews. For, 

[ 18 ] Ver. 28. 'Ajuijv \iy<*) vjjuv, u<ri rivee tgJv <&& lorifKoroiv, 
&c. Verily I say nnto you, There are some of them tvho are 
standing here, who shall not taste of death till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom.] It seems wonderful, 
that some, both ancient and modern interpreters, should 
conceive this passage relates to our Lord's transfiguration 
on the mount, mentioned fn the following chapter ; since 
(1.) the seeing that, could not be the seeing Christ's coming 
in his kingdom ; his kingdom being not begun till lifter his 
resurrection, when all power in heaven and earth was given 
to him, Matt, xxviii. 18. (2.) It was as true of all the 
apostles, as of Peter, James, and John, that they should 
not taste of death till after that vision, which happened but 
six days after these words were spoken : (xvii. 1.) nor did 
Christ at his transfiguration, render to any one according to 
his works. Nor (3.) can these words be understood of the 
great day of judgment; there being none standing there 
who did notdie long before thattime ; and to taste of death, 
in the Jewish phrase, signifies no more : thus, when Christ 
said, He that believeth in me, shall never die; the Jews re- 
peat his words thus, He shall never taste of death: (John 
viii. 52.) and to be sure, it can import no more, when it is 
said of Christ, He tasted death for every man. (Heb. ii. 9.) 
Accordingly the Jews say, The first Adam was worthy not 
to taste of death. Nor (4.) can \vc understand this of 
Christ's resurrection and exaltation to the right hand of 
God, and the mission of the Holy Ghost; for this being 
said not long before his passion, it is not reasonable to 
conceive, Christ should with an-asseveratioh say, Some 
standing here shall not taste of death till they see that which 
was to happen in less time than half a year. It is 'therefore 
more probable, that this is spoken of Christ's coming after 
forty years, to tho destruction of the Jewish church and 
nation, and to render to them according to their works ; for 
this was to happen in that generation, (Matt.xxiv.34.) and 



St. John, and many standing there, might see it ; that also 
is represented as the irapovaia, ot coming of the Son of man, 
Matt. xxiv. 3. 27. 39. 44. then was tho Son of man to come, 
John xxi. 22. Heb. x. 37. with power, Matt. xxiv. 30. and 
great glory, Mark xiii. 2G. and with his angels, Matt. xvi. 
27. and to come in the clouds, Rev. i. 7. and then was the 
kingdom of God near, Luke xxi. 31. Well therefore might 
this glorious advent of the Son of God, in so great majesty, 
and such resemblance of his second coming at the day of 
judgment, be iulroduccd as a just ground to believe, and 
to expect that day; viz. a time when Christ should punish 
with destruction from his presence all that did not believe 
and obey his gospel, as he had then punished the unbe- 
lieving Jews; and that he should afterward say to all his 
'enemies, as he then signally did to the Jews, Bring these 
mine enemies that would not J should reign over them, and 
slay them before me. (Luke xix. 27.) And this interpreta- 
tion fully agrees with those words of Christ, Matt. xxiv. 30. 
TJien shall they (the Jews) see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with great power and glory; 'and, Matt. 
xxvi. 64. After a while ye shall see the Son of man sitting 
at the right hand of the power of God, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven. 



CHAP. XVII. 

1. [ l ] AND after six days (from the discourse had with 
his disciples, till the day of his ascent; see note on Mark 
ix. 2.) [ 2 ] Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, 
and bringeth them up into a high mountain ap&rt, (which 
he ascended, to pray tliere, Luke ix. 28.) 

2. And (whilst he was praying, Luke ix. 29. he) was 
transfigured before them, and his face did shine as the sun, 
and his raiment was white (and shining, Lukeix. 29.) as 
the light. 

3. [ 3 ] And, behold, there appeared to them Moses and 
Elias talking with him, (of his decease, which he should ac- 
complish at Jerusalem, Luke ix. 31.) 

4. Then answered (i. e. spake) Peter, and said unto Je- 
sus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us 
make here three tabernacles ; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias. 

5. While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud oversha- 
dowed them : and behold a voice (came) out of the cloud, 
which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased, hear ye him (according to the prediction of Moses, 
Deut.xviii. 15. him shall ye hear). 

G. And when his disciples heard it, they fell on their 
faces, and were sore afraid. 

7. And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, 
and be not afraid. 

8. And when they had lifted up their eyes, (which were 
heavy with sleep, Luke ix. 32.) they sa\v no man, save 
Jesus only. 

9. And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus 
charged them, saying, [ 4 ] Tell the vision to no man (no, 
not to your fellow-disciples );xmi\\ the Son of man be risen 
again from the dead. 

10. And (upon this charge) his disciples asked him, say- 
ing, (If the appearance of Elias must be so great a secret, 
even till thy departure), [ 5 ] Why then say the scribes that 
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Elias must first come (to anoint the Messias, and make him 
manifest to Israel)? 

11. And Jesus answered, and said unto thera> Elias truly 
shall come first, and restore all things ; (i. e. he indeed is to 
come first for this end, according to the words of the prophet 
Malachi, iv. G.) 

12. But (then) I (also) say unto you; That (the) Elias 
(of whom he spake) is "come already, and they knew (i. e. 
acknowledged) him not, but have done unto him whatsoever 
they listed; ( the pharisees rejecting his baptism, and blas- 
pheming him as one tliat had a devil, Luke vii. 3.0. 33.) Like- 1 
wise shall also ¥ke Son of man suffer of them. 

13. Then the disciples understood that he spake to 
them of John the Baptist (as of that Elias which was for 
to come). 

14. And (the day following, Lukeix. 37.) when they 
were come to the multitude, (he saw them about his disci- 
ples, and the scribes questioning with them, and asked them, 
Wliat they inquired about? Markix. 14. 1G. and) there 
came unto him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and 
saying, 

15. Lprdj have mercy on my son, (my only son, Luke 
ix. 38.). for he is lunatic, and sore vexed, (with a dumb 
spirit, Mark ix. 1G.) for (this spirit taketh him and sud- 
denly he cries out, and he shakes him; so that hefoameth 
again, and bruising him, hardly departcth from him, Luke 
ix k 39. yea) ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into 
the water. 

16. And (in thy absence) I brought him to thy disci- 
ples, and they could not cure him (and this raised the 
question betwixt the pharisees and lawyers and thy dis- 
ciples). 

17. Then Jesus answered and said (unto tliese pharisees 
and scribes), [ 6 ] O. faithless and perverse generation, how 
long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you?, 
bring him hither to me. (Luke ix. 42. And as he was yet 
coming, the devil threw him down — and he fell on the ground 
and wallowed foaming, Mark ix. 20.- And Jesus asked his 
father, How long is it ago since this came to him? And he 
said, Of a child, vcr. 21. But if thou canst do any thing, 
have compassion on us, and help us, vcr. 22. And Jesus 
said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible 
to him that believeth, vcr. 23. And straightway the father 
of the child cried out, and said ivith tears, Lord, I believe, 
help thou my unbelief, vcr. 24.) 

18. And (when) Jesus (saiv that the people came running 
together, Mark ix. 25. he) rebuked the devil; and (saying to 
him, TJtou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee come out of 
him, and enter no more intohim; the spirit cried, and rent 
him sore, and) he departed out of him, ( but so as to leave 
him as one dead, insomuch that many said, He is dead; but 
Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up, and he arose, 
Mark ix. 24— 2G.) and the child was cured from that very 
hour. 

19. Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, (when he 
urns come into the house, Mark iv. 28.) and said, Why 
could not wc cast him out? 

20. And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: 
for verily I say unto you, [ T ] If yo have faith as a grain of- 
mustard-seed (a small degree of active growing faith), 
you shall say to this mountain, Remove hence to yonder 
place, and it shall remove; and nothing (relating to your 



office) shall be impossible to you, ( i. e. you shall through 
faith be enabled to do very extraordinary things for thq pro- 
motion of the gospel, and to remove the greatest obstruc- 
tions to the progress of it, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5.) 

21. [ 8 ] Howbeit this kind (of devils) gocth not out but 
by (faith, acquired by) prayer and fasting. 

22. And while they abode in Galilee, (as they were pri- 
vately going through it, Mark ix. 29.) Jesus said unto 
them, The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of 
men: 

23. And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall 
be raised again. And they' (not understanding what he 
meant by the death and resurrection of the Messiah, Mark 
ix. 32. Luke ix. 45. or hotv to reconcile it with their re- 
ceived notion, that the Messiah should not die, John xii. 34.) 
were exceeding sorry. 

24. And when they were come to Capernaum, (where 
Christ and Peter dwelt, Matt. viii. 14.) they that received 
the tribute-money ( that every Jew yearly paid to the tern-, 
pie) came to Peter, and said (to him), Doth not your 
master pay tribute? 

25. He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house 
(of Peter), Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest 
thou, Simon? [ 9 ] of whom do the kings of the earth take 
custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers 
(i. e. of others only, who are not of their sons, or of their 
own family)? * 

2G. Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto 
him, Then are the children free (L e. . then this tribute y 
which is paid to God for his temple, belongs not to me to 
p(iy,who am his Squ). 

27. [ l0 ] Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them* 
( i . e. seem to them who know nothing of this reason of my 
exemption, to contemn the temple, and the service of it, for 
which this tribute is designed), go thou to the sea, and 
cast a hook, and take up the fish that first comcth up; and 
when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece 
of money (wort h two shillings and sixpence, or two half 
shekels) : that take, and give unto them (as the. two half 
shekels due) from me and thee who dwell at Capernaum). 

I ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVII. 

f 1 ] Ver. 1. Kal )iS" -hfiipae f|. And after six days.] See 
note on Mark ix. 2. 

[ 2 ] UapaXafJijiavu 6 'Irjcovc tov Tlzrpov, &C. Jesus taketh 
with him Peter, James, and John.] These being afterward 
to be great pillars of the church, especially of the circum-: 
cision, (Gal. ii. 9.) Christ changes their names, admits 
them here to this vision in the mount, he takes them with 
him when he raises the ruler of the synagogue's daughter 
to life, (Mark v. 37.) and in his agony. (Matt. xxvi. 37.) ■ 

[ 3 j Vcr. 3. Kai \dov, SxpOrtaav ahrolg MwaT^g koL 'JfXtag juer 
avTov avXkakovvTtg* And, behold, there appeared to them 
Moses and Elias talking with Mm.] Because Christ com- 
mands his disciples to tell no man, to 8pafxa, the vision, 
(ver. 9.) hence some conjecture, that Moses and Elias 
were not truly there, or seen by them, but only that they 
had in their fancy or imagination an appearance of them : 
but this is very improbable: for St. Luke saith expressly, 
That these two talked with him, and spake of his exit, tvhicK 
he was to accomplish at Jerusalem; and that. all this was 
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done whilst these disciples were asleep, and had seen no- 
thing; adding, that after they were awake, they saw two 
men standing with him, Luke ix. 30—32. (See also Mark 
ix. 4.) And therefore this by St. Luke is styled, not Spapa, 
a vision; which, when it is represented to tho fancy, bap- 
peneth rather to men in a sleep, than after they awake, but 
oirraala, a representation of the thing to their eyes: it is 
therefore probable, that God might preserve both their 
bodies to this end; for the body of Elias was carried up 
into heaven, (2 Kings ii. 11.) the body of Moses was 
not found: it disappeared, saith Josephus:* he ascended 
(say the Jews), and ministered to God in the heavens: but 
the text saying expressly, that he was buried in a valley 
in the land of Moab, over against Beth-Peor; or, as the 
Hebrew, lie, i. e. God, buried him, a-rro rwv ayiwv ayytkwv, 
by his holy angels ; saith Epiphanius,f his body must be 
raised, or miraculously appear; and to this burial by an- 
gels, perhaps refers that altercation mentioned by St. Jude, 
betwixt Michael and the devil touching the body of Moses; 
the coming of these two great prophets, one the deliverer, 
the other the restorer, of the law of Moses; when God said 
of Christ, This is my beloved Son, hear him; shewed, that 
the law was henceforth to give place to the gospel preached 
by him. Moreover, that these were two men, as St. Luke 
speaks, their eyes informed them; that they were Moses 
and Elias, their talk together might declare; for how else 
Peter should learn who they were, but either from their dis- 
course with Christ, or Christ's discourse with him and his 
associates, as he went up into the mount, that he was go- 
ing to meet with them, I am not able to imagine. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 9. M tjSepI ctTrrjTt r<5 vpapa, Tell no man the vision.] 
The thing that ye have seen; not the residue of the disci- 
ples, that they be not troubled that they were not admitted, 
to see it; not those believers that now follow me, that they 
bo not scandalized at my sufferings after so glorious a 
transfiguration. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 10 — 12. "IVJiy say the scribes, &c.] See note on 
Mark ix. 11—13. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 17. *G yevea amaTog koI du<rrpa^(vr}' &C. O faith- 
less and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? 
&c] That Christ said not this to his apostles, appears (1.) 
from those words, Bring ye him to me, they being spoken 
not to them but to the multitude, (Mark ix. 19.) among 
whom were the scribes, ver. 1G. (2.) Because if Christ had 
spoken thus to them, they could not have been ignorant of 
the reason why they could not cast out this devil, and so 
they could not have put the question to Christ, Wliy could 
not we cast him out? (ver. 23.) the reason of it, if these 
words were spoken to them, being clearly given here, viz. 
their want of faith. Nor (3.) doth Christ speak this to the 
father of the lunatic ; for (1.) he was not faithless, but only 
oXiyomaroQ, one of little faith. (2.) It seems not proper to 
say to one man, O faithless generation ! (3.) There seemeth 
to be nothing in the father which deserved this sharp re- 
buke, he coming very humbly on bis knees to Christ, to 
beg this mercy for his son, (ver. 15.) and saying to him with 
such ardour, Lord, I believe; help thou my unbelief: (Mark 
ix. 24.) upon which saying his son was straightway cured. 

It m therefore to be noted from St. Mark, ix. 14.16. 
that the scribes were then disputing with Christ's disciples, 



* Anti<j. lib. ir. cap. 0. p. 132. 



t liter. 9. p. 28. Iter. 64. p. 600. II. 



and perhaps insulting over them, as having found out a 
distemper, which could not be , cured by his name* and- 
power; whence Christ asks them, Wliat it was about which 
they disputed? (ver. 15.) It therefore seems most probable 
that Christ spake this to them, to whom at other times ho 
used the samo language, styling them a wicked and adul- 
terous generation. (Matt. xii. 39. xvi. 4. Luke xi. 29.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 20. 'Eav ex*! 76 n"f° T * 1 ' ^C koVcicov aivaittwQ, Ipurt ?§ 
opti rovry* If ye have faith as a grain of mustard-seed, ye 
may say to this mountain — and nothing shall be impossible 
to you.] By faith as a grai?i of mustard-seed, some under- 
stand a faith that groweth and increaseth as a grain of 
mustard-seed, (Matt. xiii. 31,32.) or faith as strong and 
active in the heart as mustard-seed is on the palate; and 
that because Christ elsewhere, for the removing of a moun- 
tain, i. e. to perform things most difficult, (see note on 
Matt. xxi. 21.) requires ttIotw Beov, faith in God, which 
seems to signify an excelling faith, (Mark xi. 22, 23.) faith 
without doubting, Matt. xxi. 21. (2.) Because St. Paul 
reckons faith able to remove mountains, as an indication of 
the strongest faith. (1 Cor. xiii. 2.) 

Now according to this exposition the sense runs thus, 
Did your faith increase according to the examples of God's 
power you have had before your eyes; as a grain of mus- 
tard-seed grows up to be the greatest of all herbs, so would 
your faith transmount and grow superior to all difficulties. 

But Buxtorf, in the word chardal, doth inform us, that 
a grain of mustard-seed was proverbially used among tho 
Jews, " pro re minima," for the least thing, as he there 
shews by many examples; and therefore it is probable 
that Christ, speaking to them who were accustomed to this 
phrase, used it in their sense for the least sincere faith in 
God, which they who fear (Mark iv. 40.) or doubt (James 
i. 6.) seem not to-have. So that the import of these words 
seems to be this, If you, who are commissionated by me, and 
by the Father which sent me, to work all kinds of miracles 
needful to confirm my doctrine in my name, had the least mea- 
sure of that faith which casts out fear and doubting of suc- 
cess in the discharge of your office, you might perform things 
most difficult, and even this faith in its effect would be most 
mighty. 

'Eptirt t<£ opurovry, Ye shall say to this mountain, Be thou 
removed, &c] That is, saith Origen, to this lunatic devil, 
7rcpt ov l^r\r{)aarz, of whom you have propounded this ques- 
tion. For confirmation of this exposition, let it be ob- 
served from Buxtorf, and the note on 1 Cor. xiii. 2. that in 
the Hebrew idiom, to be a remover of mountains, seems 
only to import to be a doer of those things which are ex- 
ceeding difficult, and beyond the power of nature to per- 
form; when therefore Christ saith here, and Mark xi. 13. 
Wliosoever shall say to this mountain, Be thou removed, &c. 
there being no particular mountain mentioned or pointed to 
in these words, it seemeth reasonable to interpret them as 
I have done in the paraphrase, viz. IVJiosoever shall, with 
a strong faith in God, attempt the most difficult things for 
the promotion of the gospel, shall, whilst the gift of miracles 
remains, be successful in so doing. 

Ver. 21. That this verse belongs to St. Matthew, and that 
icac iXvm'ftriaav <r<p6$pa belong to the text, ver. 23. , see 
proved against Dr. Mills, Exam. Millii. ibid.) 

[ 8 ] Tovro Sc to yivog ovk iKTropzvtTat, u fir\ Iv TTpoatvxy ko\ 
vi\<ml$ But this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fast* 
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ing."] i. e. But by the faith which is to be acquired by 
prayer and fasting. And this. is not said to express the 
perlinacy of this kind of devils, or the power which the 
great sins of the possessed had given them over him ; this 
person being thus possessed ndiSioQev, from his youth, or 
childhood : but to inform his disciples that this miraculous 
faith, being the special gift of God, was to be sought for 
by flagrant devotion, that it might never be wanting to 
them. 

p] Ver. 25. 01 fiaaikdg rijc yr\Q otto t'ivuv \afif$avov<ri riXrj; 
&c. Of whom do the kings of the earth receive tribute or 
custom, of their own children, or of strangers?] That our 
Lord speaks here of the half shekels paid every year by all 
Jews above twenty years old, to the temple, for the buying 
the daily sacrifice, and other things necessary to the wor- 
ship of God, appears (1.) from the word Si'Spaxjua, used 
ver. 24. for the Jews, saith Josephus,* Svo Spa^uac ava irav 
croc etc tov Iv r Upo(To\vfiotg vtiov avvzriXow, paid yearly two 
Attic drachms for the use of the temple at Jerusalem; and 
this they did according to the precept requiring of them the 
half shekel, called by the Septuagint to Si'S/oaxjuov SXtov, 
Exod. xxx. 13. Neh. x. 32. (2.) Because our. Saviour's 
argument why he should not pay this tribute, as being the 
Son of that King to whom it was paid, holds not with re- 
ference to the other tribute paid to Caesar, he being not the 
son of Csesar, but of God. 

-[ ,0 ] Ver. 27. "Iva Si ^ a*cavSaA£a>jU£v avrovQ- Lest we 
should offend them.'} i e. Give them occasion to say that I 
despise the temple and its service, and teach my disciples 
so to do, payaoTar?), or a piece of money of the value of two 
drachms, saith Phavorinus, for me, being here at Caper- 
naum, and for thee, having thy house there; (Matt. viii. 14.) 
by which example Christ teaches us to avoid the scandal 
and sinister suspicions of men, though they be groundless, 
with some detriment to ourselves ; especially when they 
have not means sufficient clearly to convince them, that as 
the Son of God, he had his freedom: the scandal of the 
pharisees proceeding not from ignorance, but pure malice, 
he is not thus concerned to avoid, (xv. 12.) 

CHAP. XVIIL 

1. [ ] ] z\-T the same time ( that Jesus spake of his death 
and resurrection, xvii. 22, 23.) came the disciples to Jesus, 
saying (among themselves), Who is (to be) the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven ? (i. e. who shall have the chief place 
of dignity and advantage in the kingdom of the Messiah?) 

2. And Jesus (being willing by this emblem to satisfy this 
dispute, as far as it was useful to them), called a little child 
unto him, and (taking him up in his arms, Mark ix. 35. he) 
set him in the midst of them, 

3. And said, Verily 1 say unto you, [ 2 ] Except ye be con- 
verted (from these ambitions and covetous desires), and be- 
come as (free from them, as are) little children, ye shall not 
(befit to) enter into the kingdom of heaven (which chiefly 
requires of its members humility, and a contempt of the 
world). 

4. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself (and be) 
as (free from all thirst after worldly dignities and honours 
as is) this little child, the same is greatest (and most useful) 



• De Bcllo Jud, lib, tii, cap. 7, Aofiq. lib, XTni.cap. 12. 



in the kingdom of heaven (for this frame will render him 
willing to minister even to the meanest of my members). 

5. And (that you may not be unwilling thus to minister to 
those my little ones, knoiv that) whosoever shall receive one 
such little child in my name (though in this respect also he 
be a little child, as being lately born anew, and yet t tender in 
the faith, shall be respected as one that) receiveth me. 

6. [ 3 ] But whoso shall offend ( and drive from the faith) 
one of these little ones that believe in me, [ 4 ] it were better 
for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and 
that he were drowned in the depth of the sea (i. e* that he 
suffered the surest temporal destruction). 

7. Woe (therefore) to the world because of offences ! (i.e. 
of scandals which obstruct the receiving of, or cause weak 
persons to desert the faith:) [ 5 ] for it must needs be (through 
the unrestrained iniquity of men) that offences (of this kind 
should) come; but woe to that man by whom the offence 
(which procures this ruin either to himself or others) 
comes ! 

8. Wherefore, if thy hand or thy foot offend (or be means 
of scandal to) thee (or others, so as to bring this' woe upon 
thee), cut them off, and cast them from thee : (i. e. quit 
whatsoever causeth this scandal, how dear and useful soever 
it may seem to be, for) it is better for thee to enter into life 
halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet 
to be cast into everlasting fire. 

9. And (likewise) if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
and cast it from thee: it is b etter for thee to enter into life 
with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into 
hell-fire. 

10. Take heed (therefore) that ye despise not one of 
these little ones (as not regarding whether ye offend them or 
not); [ 6 ] for I say to you, That in heaven their angels do 
always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven ; 
(i. e. the angels of heaven, which are ministering spirits to 
them, stand always in the presence of God ready to receive 
his commands concerning them, so highly are they valued by 
them; I say, despise them not,) 

11. For the Son of man is come to save that which was 
lost, (and so by scandalizing them to their ruin, you will act 
in contradiction to the design of his advent, and of him that 
sent him; for,) 

12. How think ye ? If a man have a hundred sheep, and 
one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and 
nine, and goeth into the mountains, and secketh that which 
is gone astray? 

13. And if so be that he find it, verily I say to you, He 
rejoiceth more ( at the finding) of that sheep/than (at the 
seeing) of the ninety and nine which went not astray. 

14. Even so (is the joy of God for the recovery of a lost 
sinner,) it is not (therefore) the will of your Father which 
is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish 
(by any scandal put before them). 

15. (And in this concern to save others, it becomes you 
to imitate him) ; [ 7 ] Moreover if (then ) thy brother shall 
trespass against thee, go (first) and tell him his fault 
(friendly) between thee and him alone: if ho, shall ( so) 
hear thee (as to confess and amend it), thou hast gained 
thy brother. 

16. But if he will not (thus) hear thee, (do not presently 
give him over, but) then take with thee one or two more, ( it 
being said, Deut. xix. 15. One witness shall not rise tip 
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against any man for iniquity, but) that in (at) the mouth 
of two or threo witnesses, every word (or inatter relating 
to his condemnation) may be established. 

17. And if ho shall neglect to hear them, tell it the 
church (L e. make it a matter of public cognizance): but if 
ho neglect to hear the church, let him be to thee as a heathen 
man and a publican (among the Jews, one wholly neglected 
by thee, and not thought fit to be conversed with). 

18. [ 8 ] Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever (things) ye 
shall (thus) bind on earth (declanng them actions render- 
ing men obnoxious to God's displeasure) shall be bound 
in heaven (L e. shall make them guilty before God); and 
whatsoever*ye shall loose on earth (or by this means shall 
exempt from guilt) shall be loosed in heaven. 

19. (And if he, being thus convinced of his sins, desires 
yon to join in prayers with him, your prayers shall be ac- 
cepted; for) [ 9 ] again 1 say unto you, That if two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall 
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven. • 

20. For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name (requesting a blessing for my sake), there am I in the 
midst of them (i. e. with them, to speed their petitions). 

21; [ l0 ] Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? (shall 
it be) till seven times? (as some of our doctors gather 
from these words; For three transgressions, and for four, 
Amos i. 3.) 

22. Jesus saith unto him, I say not to thee (as they do), 
Until seven times ; but, Until seventy times seven. 

23. [ u ] Therefore (in this) is the kingdom of heaven 
likened to a certain king, who would take account of 
his servants. 

24. And when he had begun to reckon (with them), one 
was brought to him, who owed him ten thousand talents, 
( i: e. 875,000?.; 

25. But (and) forasmuch as he had not (wherewithal) 
to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, 
and children, and all that he had, (as the eastern mqnner 
was, Lev. xxv. 39. 41. Isa. 1.1. Neh. v. 5. 8.) and pay- 
ment to be made (by the sale of them). 

26. The servant therefore fell down (at his feet), and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, have pattence with me, and 
I will pay thee all. 

27. Then the lord of that servant was moved with com- 
passion (towards him), and loosed him, and (frankly) 
forgave him the debt. 

. 28. But the same servant (who had thus kindly been dealt 
with by his master) went out, and found one of his fellow- 
servants, who owed him a hundred pence (i. e. 31. 2s. Gd. 
a Roman penny being sevenpence halfpenny): and he laid 
hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me 
that thou owest (me). 

29. And his fellow-servant fell down at his feet (like- 
wise), and besought him, saying (as he had done to his 
master), Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

30. And (but) he would not (bear with him): but went 
and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. 

31. So when his fellow-servants saw what was done, 
they were very sorry (for both him that thus suffered, and 
the unkindness of this servant to him), and (they) came 
and told their lord all that was dono. 



32. Then his lord, after that he had called him, said to 
him, O thou wicked servant, I fc rgavc thee' all that (great) 
debt(which thouowedst me, merely) because thou desiredst 
me (so to do). 

33. Shouldest not (then) thou also havo had compassion 
on thy fellow-servant, even as I had pity on thee? 

34. And his lord was wroth (with him), and delivered him 
to the tormentors (gaolers), till he should pay all that was 
due to him. 

35. So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also to 
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his*, 
brother their trespasses. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVIII. 

[*] Ver.l. 'EN tKtivij ry £>/)$ 7T/ooo7jX0ov ol fxa%i)Ttu Tt^lt]aov, 
&c. At' that time came the disciples of Jesus to him, say- 
ing, Who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?] St. Mark' 
saith, Christ puts this question to them, and they held their 
peace; (ix. 33.) St Luke, that they had been a disputing 
this point among themselves, and Christ knowing the rea- 
soning of their hearts, took a child, (ix. 46, 47.) Now these 
seeming differences are to be reconciled thus; that Jesus, 
going to Capernaum, the disciples followed him, Xlyovrtc 
7r/>oc tavTovc, discoursing among themselves, (Mark ix. 33.) 
who of them was to be the greatest in the kingdom of hea- 
ven; aridwheri they came to him into the house, Jesus, 
knowing what was still upon their hearts, and they were 
still pondering among themselves,(Lukeix. 47.) asks them, 
What was it you discoursed of in the way ? which they 
being ashamed to tell him, kept silence : (Mark ix. 33, 34.) 
then Christ, who understood well what it was, endeavours 
by his example of a little child, to cure this distemper. 
That the participle Xiyovrtg relates not here to Christ, as 
if they put the question, but to themselves, as I have here 
expounded it, is evident; (1.) from their silence, when 
asked touching this matter; and St. Luke's note, that 
Jesus, perceiving the thoughts of their hearts, did this : 
forbad they put that question to Christ, how could they, 
or why should they, hold their peace; or what need w r as 
there of saying, Jesus, knowing their hearts^ did this, in 
a matter which they had uttered to him with their mouths? 
(2.) To a question it is usually said, Jesus answered, 
or answering did so or so, which is not here said; thus, 
when he rebuked the winds, the apostles wondor, \iyovrtc 
saying among themselves, What manner of person is this? 
(Matt. viii. 27.) the multitude wondered^ Xtyovrte saying 
among themselves, We never saw it thus before; (ix. 33.) 
Soxiv/26. xvi. 7. 19. 25. xxi.9, 10. and ver. 25. ol & 
StakoytZovTo Trap iavrotg Xiyovng, and they reasoned, say- 
ing among themselves: xxii. 23. then came to him the 
sadducees, ol X^ovrtc, those who say there is ?io resur- 
rection. (So xxiii. 16. xxvi. 8. xxvii. 54.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 3. 'Eai> fir/ orpa^fjrf Kal yLvt\<j%t wg ra iratSta, &c. 
Except ye be converted, and become as little children, you 
cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.] In that temporal 
kingdom of the Messiah, which the Jews expected, they 
thought they should have rule over all nations, having them 
for their servants, and all their vrealth flowing in to them'; 
and then the twelvo must naturally think, that they should 
have the preference above other Jews, and be advanced to 
higher posts of honour and grandeur, and have a greater 
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affluence of outward blessings, than other Jews ; and see- 
ing the king Messiah must have some officers of highest 
rank, they conclude it must be some of them, though they 
could not agree who of them were the fittest for, or best 
deserved, these high posts of honour: now our Saviour's 
kingdom being not of this world, and therefore nothing of 
this nature being to be expected from him; but rather that 
his followers, and the apostles more especially, should suf- 
fer the loss of all things, and lie under the utmost infamy, 
♦Christ plainly tells them, that these inclinations, desires, 
and expectations, were inconsistent with their being mem- 
bers of that spiritual kingdom which he was to erect; since 
they who followed him chiefly on these accounts, when they 
saw no such thing could be expected from him, but rather 
the quite contrary, must desert him; and therefore he re- 
quires them to fit them for this kingdom, to become as to 
these things like little children, who are absolutely free 
from all contrivances and designs of this nature, never con- 
cerned in the least for empire and dominion over others, 
or for increase in wealth or great possessions, and know 
not what a post of honour, or what wealth, means; this, 
saith our Lord, being that which will remove all that ob- 
structs your entrance into my kingdom, and make you the 
most eminent subjects of it, (ver. 4.) and so shall be re- 
garded by me ; for to encourage all men to shew the great- 
est kindness to them, I let them know I will accept, and 
will reward, all kindness done to them, as if it were done to 
my own. self, and will severely punish all that shall offend 
them, (ver. 5, G.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. G."Oc S£ 8v wavSoAfcry iva twv jxucpiov tovtojv twv 
7r«7T€vovrwv tic %*£ % ut whoso shall offend one of these little 
ones that believe in me.] It scemcth needless to note that 
Christ here speakcth not of little ones by age (they being 
both incapable of faith and free from scandal), but by 
quality and temper of spirit; to scandalize one of these 
little ones, is to occasion his ruin, and falling off from the 
faith, by our sinful actions ; as is apparent (1.) from these 
words, Ycr, 14. It is not the will of their heavenly Father, 
that one of those little ones shall perish. (2.) From the se- 
verity of the woe and punishment here threatened to him 
that scandalizeth ; it were better that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, fee. even so much better, saith St. Jerome, 
as it is to suffer a short than an eternal punishment, the of- 
fending eye and hand causing us to be cast into hell-fire: 
(ver. 8, 9.) and this sense the word usually beareth in the 
gospel, as when Christ saith, Matt. xi.G. blessed is he that 
shall not be offended in 7we,-and xiii. 21. that the stony 
ground when persecution comes is presently offended, i. e. 
falls off from the faith ; that when tribulation ariseth, many 
shall be offended; (Matt. xxiv. 10.) t. e. their charity shall 
wax cold, nor will they persevere to the end ; (ver. 12, 13.) 
that the hand and eye do scandalize, when they cause the 
whole body to be cast into hell-fire. (Matt. v. 29, 30.) So the 
Jews were scandalized at Christ's mean rise and parentage, 
(Matt. xiii. 57. Mark vi. 3. Luke vii. 23.) and at his words, 
(ver. 12.) the pharisees, (Matt. xv. 12.; the multitude, and 
many of his disciples. (John vi. 61, G2. GG.) So Christ's 
disciples were scandalized for -a season at his, passion, 
their faith then failing, (Matt, xtfvi.31/33. Luke xxiv. 21.) 
and Christ forewarns them of what they were to suffer, that 
they should not be scandalized. (John xvi. 1.) And that 
this is the constant import of this phrase in the New Testa- 



ment, see note on Rom. xiv. 21. False therefore is it, that 
they who truly do believe in Christ, and are of the number 
of those whom God would not to perish,(ver. 14.) cannot be 
so offended, as to fall from the faith and perish. And were 
this so, wherein lies the force of this pathetical discourse, 
and why arc such dreadful woes and punishments de- 
nounced to deter men from doing what not only is in itself 
impossible, but which they also who are thus threatened 
must believe to be so? 

[ 4 ] It were better "Iva tcptfiaaSy juiXog ovikoc £7rl tov rpa- 
Xnkov avrov, &e. that a millstone were Jianged about his 
neck, and he cast into the depth of the sea.~] Grotius here 
thinks, that this refers to a custom of drowning among the 
Syrians; but for this, he cites only from Eusebius instances 
of men drowned in the sea, and of a stone hung at the feet 
of the martyr Agypius, but not of any persons who had a 
millstone hung about their necks. Jerome, upon the place, 
saith, that he speaks according to the castomof the province ; 
the punishment of greater criminals among the ancients 
being this, that they should be drowned in the deep, with 
a stone bound about them. Now of this custom, saith Dr. 
Lightibot, there is no mention either in the law or in the 
rabbins: but Dr. Alix saith, it was customary for them, 
avaOifxara, ** in mare Sodpmae dejicere lapidc annexo," to 
cast execrable men into the dead sea with a stone tied to 
them; and that there be divers places in the Mischna.which 
prove this. And certain it is from Diodorus Siculus,* And 
others, that this was the ancient punishment of sacrilegious 
persons, to be cast into the sea. That this custom obtained 
in Greece, we learn from the scholiast in Aristophanes,f 
who saith, that when they drowned any one, they hanged a 
weight about his neck. To which custom the poet alludes,;}; 
by saying, he would hang a litigious man about his neck. 
And Suetonius saith of the tutor and servants of Cains, 
that Augustus, " superb^ et avare in provincia grassantes 
oneratis gravi pondere eervicibus praecipitavit in flumen/' 
(in Oct. Aug. cap. 67.) for the pride and covetonsness by 
which they infested the province, cast them into the river 
with a great weight about their necks. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 7. 'Avayicn yap larw IXOuv to. o-kovSoXo, &c. It 
is necessary that offences should come, but woe to the man by 
whom the offence cometh.] The necessity here mentioned is 
not a necessity arising from any act of God ordaining or 
procuring that scandals should come, or withdrawing or 
not affording that grace which is absolutely necessary to 
prevent their coming, since otherwise it could be no of- 
fence to scandalize, i. e. to do what it was hot in my power 
to help; nor could it deserve such severe woes and dread- 
ful punishments, since no man deserves punishment for 
doing what he could not help, and God himself made ne- 
cessary for him to do ; nor could there bo any force in, or 
ground for, the following exhortation, see that ye despise not 
one of these little ones; for to admonish any one not to do 
what is necessary that he should do, and what I who ad- 
monish him declare to be so, seems palpably absurd. The 
necessity here mentioned is therefore only conditional, on 
supposition of the wickedness of men, not hindered, the 

* " Ouomarchum Plrilippus snspendil**' rotiff U a**ouff wj tt£Q<rv*wi xaTtirfoTtt-t, lib. 
xvi. p. 529. 

t *Oti KArtnSvrow rtvaff, #ajoff ciuo tSjv Tga^nXav ixolju&v, in Equil. 

J "Apctf fAtriaipov tiff t$ BfyaQfW ifA&akw tx tcu Aapuyyoff iK^tfxka-a,^ liri$f>Kw Simla* 
in verbo bwt£0o\<K. 
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subtilty and malignity of Satan, and the self-denial re- 
quired of all who would embrace the gospel; whence no- 
thing could be expected but that many should bo scan- 
dalized at, and be unwilling to embrace, the gospel upon 
these terms, and many who had once embraced it should 
lice off from it. And this seems to be hinted in those 
words, woe to him by whom the scandal comes; which re- 
presents him as the proper cause of it; and from the words 
thus varied by St. Luke, xvii. 1. dvlvStKrov lem, it is not to 
be expected, that offences should not come; which word 
makes this sense preferable to that of Grotius, that this is 
necessary ratione finis, to the ends of Divine providence; 
for though it be necessary that God should permit men* to 
do that which he hath foretold shall happen, as in the cru- 
cifixion of our Lord ; yet otherwise, as saith the son of Si- 
rach, God hath no need of the sinful man, (Ecclus. xv. 12.) 
to accomplish the designs of his providence, but rather, 
foreseeing that he will be so, he makes him his instrument 
to fulfil them. Note also, that from the descants of the 
fathers and commentators on these words, we learn how 
far they were from thinking that the liherty of a viator, or 
of persons in a state of trial, was well consistent with a ne- 
cessity of doing good or evil; for Chrysostom and Theo- 
phylact here observe, that Christ saith this, ov to avSalptrov 
ttiq iZovatac dvaipwv, ovSl tt)v IXevOepiav rijc 7rpoaiplazwg, ovSl 
dvdjKy Ttvt 7rpay(jLaTu>v VTro(5aX\u)v rdv (5lov, not to take away 
the freedom of our faculties, or the liberty of our election, or 
to subject the actions of our life to any necessity. St. Je- 
rome here saith, that if it were necessary for a man to 
scandalize, " sine culpa esset," he would be without blame 
in so doing. He also well observes the necessity of this 
caution to the apostles, contending then for dignity; for, 
saith he, "Si in hoc vitio pcrmansissent,poterant cos quos 
ad fidem vocabant per suum scandalum pcrdere, dum 
apostolos viderent inter sc dc honore pugnare:" Had they 
continued in this vice, they might have given scandal to those 
whom they called to the faith, by contending among them- 
selves for honour. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 10. For J say unto you, on 61 ayytXoi avrwv lv 
ovpavoTg, &c. Tliat their angels in heaven do always behold 
the face of my Father which is in heaven.'] Here St. Je- 
rome's note is this, Great is the dignity of these little ones, 
seeing every one of them, from his birth, hath an angel de- 
legated to preserve him. This many of the fathers did as- 
sert, as Jerome,* of all souls ; but others said, this was the 
privilege only of the just, as you may sec in Petavius; and 
yet I think that neither of these opinions concerning one 
particular angel having the custody of one soul, as his con- 
tinual charge, hath any. good foundation in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; certain it is, that in this place Christ saith not, their 
angel, but their angels behold the face of God; nor says he 
that these angels belong to all, but only to these little ones; 
nor that they always do attend upon their persons; but that 
they stand before the face of God, ready to receive his com- 
mands, either to help them in their exigencies, or punish 
them who injure them: hence then it follows, not that they 
have always an angel present with them, but only that the 
angels, in general, are ministering spirits to them. (Psal. 
xxxiv. 8. Hcb. i. 14. 'see the note on Acts xii. 15.) And 

* "Magna dignitas animarom, til tfnaqaacqae babeat ab ortu ualivilatis in casta* 
diam iui Angelum delegalam," Vide Pclav. de Aiigelis lib. ii. cap. 6. 



whereas these angels are said to behold the face of God 
continually, that only seems t# signify their intimacy in 
the court of heaven, expressed by Raphael, by going in 
and out before the glory of the Holy One, (Tob. xii. 15.) and 
their attendance on him as his retinue, servants, or as mes- 
sengers of his, that do his pleasure. (Psal. ciii. 21.) Tims 
speaks the angel Gabriel of himself, lam Gabriel, onapza^ 
tj/kwc Ivunriov tov Qzov, who stand before God; (Luke i. 19.) 
and so the queen of Shcba, of Solomon's servants, Blessed 
are thy servants, ol traptarriKOTiQ Ivwirtov aov Bt oXou, who 
stand always before thee. (1 Kings x. 8.) 

Ver. 11. Tfie Son of man is come to save, &c] Hence 
it seems plainly to follow, that they may be lost, through 
their own neglect to cut off their offending members, or 
through the offence which others minister, whom Christ 
came to save: as also from ver. 14. that they may perish 
through the offence of others, whom God would not have 
to perish; and therefore hath not, by his own decree of 
pretention, designed for destruction, or left inevitably to 
perish. 

- C 7 ] Ver. 15. y Eav Se dfiaprfa} tig al 6 aSeX^o'c aov* &C. If then 
thy brother shall trespass against thee, go, and tell him his 

fault betwixt thee and him alone. 17. Let him be to thee 

as a heathen man, or a publican.] i. e. The Son of man be- 
ing come to save that which was lost; (ver. 11.) and God be- 
ing unwilling that one of these little ones should perish; when 
thou seest any one in danger to be lost, or perish by his 
sins committed against thee, use this method to reclaim 
him; and if it fail, let him be to thee as a heathen or publi- 
can is to the Jews. So I interpret these words, because 
Christ neither neglected publicans or heathens, but freely 
conversed with both, in order to their conversion never 
ceasing to attempt the cure of any till they became incor- 
rigible, as, in this case, the brother admonished so oft in 
vain is supposed to be, and therefore to be one of whose 
salvation we have as little hope, as the Jews had of hea- 
thens and publicans. 

*' The papists hence argue for the infallibility and final 
decisions of all doctrines by the church catholic; con- 
cluding thus, If he who will not hear the church is in the 
judgment of God himself to be held as a publican or 
heathen, merely because he doth not hear her; and if God 
will ratify in heaven her judgment here on earth, as is as- 
serted in the following verse; then cannot the church err 
in any matter belonging unto faith, because it is impossi^ 
ble, that God should approve her error iu any matter of 
faith, or require us under this penalty to hear her." 

But the command to tell tho offence of our private 
brother, is not a command to tell it to the church catho- 
lic met in council; for then this precept could not have 
been obeyed for the first three centuries, no such council 
ever meeting till the time of Constantinc. Then (2.; the 
church must always be assembled in such a council, be- 
cause doubtless there are, and will be always, persons thus 
offending against their Christian brethren. And (3.) then 
every private person must be obliged at what distance so- 
ever he be from it, and how unable soever he may be to 
do so, to travel to this council, and lay his private griev- 
ance before them: all which are palpable absurdities. 
Christ therefore only commands the offended person to tell 
this to the church, or particular community of which he is 
a member, as will be evident from the like rule prescribed 
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among the Jews, and practised by the primitive Christians. 
Thus. in the book Mischar Happenenim* the wise man 
saith, If thy brother offend against thee, reprove him be- 
tween him and thee alone, and if he hear thee, thou hast 
gained him; if he hear thee not, take with thee one or two 
brethren, who may hear it; if then he hear thee not, count 
him a vile person. And in the book Musar, He that re- 
proves his brother, must do it first without witnesses, betwixt 
his brother and himself alone; if he amend, it is well; if 
7bot, take some companions, that thou mayest shame him be- 
fore them j if neither this tuay succeed, he ought to shame 
him, and lay open his fault before many; nor is any thing 
more common among Jewish writers, than to excommuni- 
cate the obstinate person, u publico praeconio," tvith pro- 
clamation made in the synagogue. And therefore this tell- 
ing it to the church, is, in Justin Martyiyf- admonishing 
him, when his obstinacy needs it, Kara koivov, publicly; and 
the consequent excluding him from the society, being done 
according to St. Paul's direction to his Corinthians, avvax~ 
Zzvtwv vfiwv, when they were gathered together, (1 Cor. v. 4.) 
is therefore styled by him, liririfiia virb tuv ttXc^ovwv, the 
punishment inflicted by many. (2 Cor. ii. 6.) 

[8] Ver. 18. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever things ye 
shall bind on earth, coral SeSejtuva iv tw ovpavq, shall be 
bound in heaven; and whatsoever things ye shall loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven.] For explication of these 
words, let it be noted, 

First, That Christ saith not, what persons ye shall bind 
on earth; but what things; which seems to intimate, that 
our Lord speaks primarily of things, and only consequen- 
tially of persons to be bound and loosed, as having con- 
tracted guilt by, or as being absolved from the guilt of, those 
things. Note, 

Secondly, That \vziv, to loose in Scripture, and the Jewish 
writers, hath relation to sin, and the pardon of it: so Job 
xlii. D. Job prayed for his three friends, and God accepted 
the face of Job, xa\ KXvo-eu afiapTtav airoXg, and forgave their 
sin : so Ecclus. xxviii. 2. Forgive the injury of thy brother; 
and so when thou prayest, afiapriai aov XvOfoovrat, thy sins 
shall be forgiven : and then, by the rule of contraries, to 
Sr/<rcu, to bind, must be to retain their sins, or leave them 
under the guilt, and obnoxious to the punishment of them. 
Thus, because a vow or oath renders us obnoxious to pu- 
nishment upon a transgression of it, the person thus vowing 
or swearing is said to bind his soul by a bond, Numb.xxx. 
4. 11. And in the Jewish phrase, to bind, is to forbid, under 
the penalty of God's displeasure ; so Numb. xi. 28. Moses, 
master forbid them; (< osarnun," bind them, saith the Chal- 
dcc; and to loose, is to permit the doing this or that, and 
to pronounce them free from sin and punishment, or God's 
displeasure, though they do it. So in this very chapter:' 
The lord of that servant had compassion on him; and ani- 
Aim-ci/, he loosed him, and forgave him the debt: and the 
woman that had a spirit of infirmity, is said to be loosed 
from it, (Luke xiii. 12.) by the remission of the temporal 
punishment inflicted on her for her sin. This being pre- 
mised, these words may have a threefold interpretation. 

First, The first is, that of the fathers, That whosoever 
doth thus admonish his brother as our Lord commands, if 
he refuse to hearken to his admonition, and therefore be 
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esteemed by him as a heathen, he is bound by him, and shall 
be bound in heaven; and being moved by his admonition to 
that repentance which obliges his brother to remit his sin, 
shall be loosed in heaven. So Origen.* He speaks not thus 
(say Chrysostom and Theophylactf) to the ruler of the 
church, but to the injured person: for not he -whom the 
priest alone, but those whom the offended persons bind or 
loose, are bound and loosed. And when thou (saith St. 
Austin^) holdest thy brother a heathen, or a publican, 
thou hast bound him upon earth; when thou hast procured 
his amendment, " solvisti eum in terra," thou hast loosed 
him upon earth. Now this solution arid ligation, which, 
saith Origen, agree best with the context, being the work 
of any Christian who doth thus thrice admonish and re- 
prove his brother, and who,. being the person injured, is the 
most proper to loose or pardon the offence, can be no evi- 
dence of any infallible authority annexed to it, unless we 
do suppose all private Christians to be infallible ; and so, 
according to this import of them, these words cannot be 
fitly used to plead for an infallible authority in the govern- 
ors of the church. 

Secondly, Others say with St. Jerome here, These words 
are spoken to the apostles, to whom our Lord directeth his 
discourse in this whole chapter; and this may be confirmed 
from St. Luke, who tells us, that when our Lord had warned 
them against giving scandal to his little ones, and bid them, 
when their brother sinned against them, to Tebuke him, 
(xvii. 5.) that the apostles said unto him, Lord, increase 
our faith; when therefore he saith here, \iyu> iftlv, I say 
unto you, he must speak to the apostles. 

Moreover, our Lord had spoken these very words to 
St. Peter, xvi. 19. where they can have no relation to this' 
matter of repToof, and therefore may be well supposed here 
to give the like authority to his apostles in the general. 
Let it be then Temembered, that to bind, is to declare a thing 
forbidden;.!, e. not to be done, under pain of the Divine 
displeasure ; to loose, is to absolve from obligation to do, or 
to abstain from such an action, or to say, God will not hold 
us guilty for the doing or omitting of it. In which sense 
Isis in Diodorus Siculus§ seems to say, tf O<ra iy£> Siivio 
ouSetc Svvarat \v<rai, I am the queen of this count?*y, and 
whatsoever things I bind (require or forbid, under pain of 
my displeasure) no man can loose (or exempt you from 
punishment upon disobedience): and then the sense of 
these words will run thus ; Nor shall you only in these cases 
have power as Christians to loose your Tepenting and bind 
your obstinately offending brother; but, as you are my 
apostles, to whom I have promised my Spirit, to teach you 
all things, and lead you into all truth, (John xvi. 13. xiv. 
26.) whatsoever things ye shall bind on earth, or shall de- 
clare to be forbidden under pain of my displeasure, shall, 
render them indeed obnoxious to my wrath; and whatso- 
ever things ye shall loose on earth (though once required 
by Divine authority of those who owned the law of Moses) 
shall bp loosed in heaven, and men shall be allowed to do 



* AiJ«tfe>f yip «$»«* o Tflf »ou0STflfl-a; xal juJi aHovo-Stlf tov KfiQivra. i7yat if ISvtxov — 
xa\ i a<rra% you&TflOft; \v$iU $'* T?f wufifWaf ktffio-avTty avrov xal jujjkitj tratfaTe T»y 
a/Lwpriiwv JiJfi/ttsyo; "Kikufxin^ agi^iTai, lm tSv h oygavoTf Orig. in Mat. turn. xiii. ed. 
Huel. p. 336. B.C. 

t Oi» iTtti t« <ffpQi$£<#Tr,si)t)t>.iifftaf, Zhffw tov TOiOvTO?, iXX* ifo Ho-yq, airy t« XsXufftN 
(xiyoo to wSv i>mrpi7rvi. Cbrjsost, lav cv,<pwh o a$»oi0f!f,&:c, Tkeopli. 

% In locum. § Lib. i. p. 16. 
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them without incurring "my displeasure. And in this sense, 
this promise is tho foundation of our obligation to believe 
and obey all the commands aud doctrines of the apostles, 
and of the cessation of the ritual precepts of the law of 
Moses. 

Thirdly, Others conceive these words were spoken (o 
the apostles and their successors, and that they give them 
power to excommunicate the stubborn criminal, and to 
absolve tho penitent: but then (1.) it is confessed, on all 
hands, That this power of excommunication and absolu- 
tion belongs severally to every priest; according to those 
words of Lombard,* omnes et soli sacerdotes recipiunt po- 
testatem clavium, all priests, and. they alone, have the power 
of the keys; and then, snrcly it makes nothing for infalli- 
bility. (2.) The text plainly speaks of matters criminal, 
which are the only object of the church's censure, and not 
of articles of faith: now even Romanists themselves ac- 
knowledge, that the church may err in passing judgment 
of these things, because, in cases of this nature, she depends 
on human testimony; and therefore it is certain that nothing 
can be hence concluded concerning the infallibility of coun- 
cils, or any articles of faith defined by th6m. 

[ 9 ]Vcr. 19, 20. UaXtv Xiyo) ifiiv, on lav Svo ifxwv avfMfHDvi'iau)- 
mv, &c. Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree 
upon earth, as touching any thing that they shall ask, &c. 
For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
&c] Here again, 

First, One ancient exposition of these words refers them 
to the offended person, and the injurious person repenting 
of his sin, of whom it may be reasonably supposed, that he 
will riot only ask God pardon for his sin, but will entreat 
his offended brother to assist him in so doing; and then 
these words assure him that the prayer of faith put up in 
the name of Christ shall obtain his pardon; the prayer of 
faith being effectual, not only for the recovery of the sick, 
,but also for the remission of his sins. (James v. 14, 15.) 
This exposition of the words we find twice in St. Basil,t 
and in other fathers; but it is liable to this objection, that 
: it restrains these words to one particular, viz, the pardon of 
the penitent; whereas it is, irepi 7ravroc irpajfxaTo^, concern- 
ing any thing that they shall ask. And, therefore, 

Secondly, Others restrain these words to the [apostles, 
looking on them as a promise peculiarly made to them; as 
those words, I say to you, seem to insinuate; so Chrysos- 
tom,J Euthymius, and Theophylact: and then the cohe- 
rence will run thus; viz. And you may be assured of this 
assistance of the Spirit, in any matter respecting the dis- 
charge of your apostolical function, if you unanimously 
consent to ask it in my name; L e. by interceding to the 
Father in my name; according to those w r ords of Christ, 
Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye 
shall receive, John xvi.24. and vcr. 26. In that day shall ye 
ask the Father in my name ; thus do they pray for signs and 
miracles to be done in the name of Jesus; and doing this, they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost. (Acts iv. 29—31.) Now, 
according to cither of these interpretations, it is evident, 
that these words can afford no argument for the infallibility 
of councils in their decisions. 

* Seii!. 4. DU. 19. 

t JTip! eviAfwtas /unwwovwc fff$c w JwijufX^yjuivo? outou Trie ^u^C yiy^ettrreti \ici 
tSf tmovtwt, Uej. Brer, q. 15. torn. ii. p. 6S9. el q. 261, p. 715. 

% Aia to3to fnTiy, f£ vfxxv t5t Ivapirm, &c. Chrjsoilom et TheoplijUd. 



[ 10 J Ycr. 21. Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, 

UoaaKtc ajxapT^au ilg tfil 6 aScX^cJi fxov, koI a<f>{)<rw avrt$] ?coc 
iirrqKig ; how oft shall my brother offend against me, and I 
forgive him? till seven times?~] The determination of the 
rabbins in this case runs thus, That three offences are to be 
remitted, but not, the fourth; and this they gathered from 
those words, For three transgressions, and for four, I will 
not turn away my wrath. (Amos i. 3.) St. Peter puts the 
three and four together, as perhaps others of their doctors 
did, and asks, Whether he must forgive till seven times? Of 
this forgiveness, see note on Matt. vi. 14, 15. 

["] Ver. 23. Ata tovto wfioubSr) rj (5a<ri\da rwv ovpavwv, 
The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a certain king, &c] 
k e. So will God deal with Christian professors under the 
gospel, as this king did with his servants: from\his parable 
some inferences may be practically, some doctrinally made. 
The practical inferences arc these; (1.) from vcr. 33. ouk 
iStl Kai at, since I forgave thee ten thousand talents, oughtest 
not thou to have forgiven thy fellow-servant his hundred 
pence? We learn the equity of this unlimited forgiveness 
of our brother here required, because our God and Saviour 
have forgiven us more numerous and heinous sins, than our 
brother is capable of committing against us. (2.) The lord 
forgiving here his servant, because he had not wherewith 
to pay, (ver. 25. 27.) and being angry with him because he 
would 7iot have compassion on his fellow-servant, but went 
and cast him into prison, not having patience with him till 
he should pay the debt; this seemeth to bear hard on those 
unmerciful and unchristian creditors, who cast poor men, 
who they know have nothing to pay, into prison for their 
debt; augmenting thus their debt by the gaoler's fees, and 
rendering them less able to pay than they were before ; and 
so rendering their brother's state more miserable, and their 
debt from him as desperate as ever. For sure, he that bids 
us lend, hoping for nothing again, will not allow us to im- 
prison, where nothing can be hoped for; and it is to be 
feared, that men so unmerciful may find but little mercy at 
that day: for if it be a crime that. will be then objected to- 
our condemnation, that we did not visit Christians when in 
prison, what will it be to cast them into prison ? 

The doctrinal observation, w r hich truly seems to be infer- 
ible from this text, is this, That sins, once forgiven, may, 
by our forfeiture of that pardon by our misdemeanours, be 
again charged upon us; for after this lord had forgiven his 
servant the whole debt, (ver'. 27.) he being angry with him 
for his unmerciful deportment towards his fellow-servant, 
delivers him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that 
was due to him; (ver. 34.) and then it follows, so likewise 
will my heavenly Father do to you, (ver. 35.) The conclu- 
sion from this place, saith Dr. Hammond, is this, That 
'God's pardons in this life arc not absolute; but, according 
to the petition of the Lord's prayer, answerable to our deal- 
ings with others, and so conditional, and are no longer 
likely to be continued to us, than we perform the condition. 

Obj. It remains only, that I answer the objection of 
Crcllius from this place, against the satisfaction of our 
Lord, viz. " That in this parable, God is compared to a 
king, remitting a great debt to his servant, without satis- 
faction or payment made, only becausclic desired him, and 
requiring others to imitate his compassion towards their 
fellow-servants; whereas, if God remits no sin without re- 
quiring satisfaction, ho is not duly represented by a king 
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that remits a debt merely because his servant begged him 
so to do; nor can we by this example be induced to a free 
forgiveness of onr brother's sins, without a satisfaction 
made to us ; for how "can we be moved to such forgive- 
ness by his example, who will not forgive our sins without 
satisfaction made to his justice?" 

Arts. To this a plain and satisfactory answer will arise 
from these considerations : 

First, That all a governor can inflict on the account of 
sin, is punishment ; all that the sinner can undergo by rea- 
son of it, is some penal evil; and therefore, all that for- 
giveness of the sinner can imply, is the exempting him from 
punishment, or from the evil to which he was obnoxious 
by sin. 

Secondly, That by admitting another to suffer in my 
stead, I am as much forgiven as I could be, did he. not 
suffer in my stead, because I am as much freed from suf- 
fering any punishment on the account of ray offence; and, 
how can I be more forgiven, than I am by such an act, as 
removes from me the whole punishment, as much as if I 
never had offended ? That God requires such conditions 
as faith and repentance, in order to our freedom from the 
guilt of sin, is by theSocinians themselves allowed to be no 
bar to the freedom of God's grace and mercy in the pardon 
of it: the reason is, because there is nothing of suffering 
contained in these conditions, and so nothing by way of 
satisfaction or punishment for sin required. Hence then 
it is evident, that the example of this forgiveness may rea- 
sonably induce us to require no satisfaction of him who 
hath offended us, because God required none of us when 
we had offended. And the parable here may well press us 
to a free forgiveness of our brother, by the example of that 
God, who hath required no suffering at all from us in order 
to the pardon of our sins. 

CHAP. XIX. 

1. AND it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished 
these sayings, he departed from Galilee, and came into the 
coasts of Judea, beyond Jordan; (to the place where John 
was baptizing at the first, John x. 40.) 

2. And great multitudes followed him; and (he taught 
them as he waswont, Mark x. Land) he healed them there. 

3. [*] The pharisecs also came unto him, tempting him; 
and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his 
wife (as some of our doctors say) for every cause? 

4. [ 2 ] And (but) he answered and said unto them, Have 
ye not read, that he who made them at the beginning (of 
the creation, Mark x. G.) made them male and female; 

5. And said (also), For this cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife : and they 
twain shall be one flesh? 

6. Wherefore (by virttie of this institution) they are no 
more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
(thus) together, let no man (by divorcing) put asunder. 

, 7. [ 3 ] They say unto him, (If this be so) why did Moses 
then command to give (to the woman) a writing of divorce- 
ment, and (so) to put her away? (He answering (to this) 
saith unto them, What did Moses command you ? Mark x. 3. 
Then they said, Moses permitted (us) to write a bill of di- 
vorcement, and so send her aicay, vcr. 4. Tlien) 

8. He saith unto them, Moses, because of the hardness of 
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your hearts (writ that commandment unto you, Mark x. 5. 
by which he) suffered you to put away your wives; but 
from the beginning it was not so (no divorce being allowed 
or practised before). ' 

9. [ 4 ] And (therefore) I (who came to reduce things to 
their primitive perfection) say unto you, (That tinder the 
gospel dispensation) whosoever shall put away bis wife, 
except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, com- 
mitteth adultery (with that other); and whoso marrieth 
her that is put away committeth adultery ( with her). 

10. His disciples say unto him, [ 5 ] If the case of the 
man be so with his wife (that he must be still bound to her), 
it is not good to marry. 

11. But he said unto them, [ 6 ] All men cannot receive 
this (that) saying, save (but) they (only) to whom it is 
given (i. e. they only can lead a pure single life, who by a 
special gift of God are enabled so to do ; some indeed must 
do it). 

12. For there are some eunuchs, which were so bom 
from their mother's womb ; and there are some eunuchs, 
which were made eunuchs of men; and (some resolve upon 
it, that they may be fitter to serve God without distraction ; 
for) there be eunuchs that have made themselves (as) 
eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. (And here the 
rule is this,) He that is able to receive it, let him receive 
it. (He that by this special gift of God is enabled to retain 
his virgin, may do well to do so.) 

13. [ 7 ] Then were there brought to him little children, 
that he should (touch them, and) put his hands on them, 
and pray (over them) : and (but) his disciples rebuked them 
( that brought them). 

14. But Jesus (being much displeased at this action of his 
disciples, Mark x. 14.) said (unto them), Suffer little chil- 
dren, and forbid them not, to come to me: for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven ; (nor shall any men enter into it, who 
becomes not like unto them, Mark x. 15.) 

15. And he laid his hands on them, and (blessing them) 
departed thence. 

16. And, behold, one came, and said to him, Good Mas- 
ter, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal 
life ? 

17. And he said to him, [ 8 ] Why callest thou me good ? 
(i. e. Wliy givest thou me a title not ascribed to your re- 
nowned rabbins, nor due to any mere man? Thinkest thou, 
there is in me any thing more than human, or that the Father 
dwelleth in me? This thou ought est to believe, if thou con- 
ceivest that this title truly doth belong to me', seeing) there is 
none good but one, that is, God : but fro thy question, I 
say) [ 9 ] if thou wit enter into life, keep the command- 
ments. 

18. He saith unto him,Which? Jesus said, (Thouknow- 
est the commandments to be these, Mark x. 19.) Thou shalt 
do no murder ; Thou shalt not commit adultery; Thou 
shalt not steal ; Thou shalt not bear false witness ; 

19. Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself. 

20. The young man saith to him, (Master) All these 
things have I kept from my youth up : what lack I yet?, 

21. Jesus ( (hen beholding him, loved him, Mark x. 2L. 
and) said to him, (One thing is yet lacking to thee t ) [ 10 ] If 
thou wilt be perfect (fully instructed in the highest duties of 
my doctrine, they are tJiese), go and (now I require it) 
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sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven ; and come and follow me, (taking 
np thy cross, Mark x. 21.) 

22. But when the young man heard that saying, he went 
away (from Christ) sorrowful : for he had great posses- 
sions (on earth, ivhichhe could not part with for treasures 
in heaven). 

23. Then said Jesus to his disciples, Verily I say unto 
you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

24. And again I say unto you, ["] It is easier for a 
camel (or a cable-rope) to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man (who trusteth in his riches, Mark x.24.) 
to enter into the kingdom of God. 

25. When his disciples heard it (this), they were ex- 
ceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved ? 

2G. But Jesus beheld them/and said unto them, With 
men this is impossible ; but with God all things are possi- 
ble (L e. human persuasion can hardly thus take off men's 
hearts from the world, but the power of God cau do it). 

27. Then answered Peter and said uuto him, Behold, 
we havo forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we 
have therefore ? 

23. And Jesus said to them, Verily I say unto you, That 
ye who have (thus) followed me (now) [ l2 ] in the regene- 
ration (or this new state of things), when the Son of man 
shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel ; 
(i. e. yon shall be the chief ministers in my kingdom, to 
preach that doctrine to the Jews, by which they shall be 
judged, Luke xxii. 29. seethe note.) 

29. And every one that hath forsaken houses, or bre- 
thren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, 
or lands, for my name's sake, [ 13 ] shall receive a hundred- 
fold (now in this life with persecution, Markx. 30. i. e. they 
shall have more and greater blessings than they part with 
here), and shall inherit everlasting life (hereafter). 

30. ["] But many that are (now) first shall be last; and 
(they that are now) the last shall be first (i. e. the Jews, 
to whom the blessings of this kingdom are first to be offered, 
shall be the last that shallpartake of them; and the gentile, 
to whom they are to be offered after them, shall first enjoy 
them). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIX. 

[ l ] Ver. 3. AND the pharisees came unto him, tempting 
him, and sayiug , EI c^cortv avSowiry airokvaai rr\v yvvaiKa 
avTOv Kara iraaav alriav ; Js it lawful for a man to put away 
his wife for every cause ?] The school of Hillel taught, 
that a man might put away his wife for any cause ; because 
this divorce was permitted, if she found not grace in his 
eyes, (Deut. xxiv. 1.) and this was suitable to the current 
practice and exposition of these words. For that which 
wc render, The Lord saith he Jtateth putting away, Mai. 
ii. 1G. is by the Chaldec and the Septuagint rendered thus, 
The Lord saith, tav fiiafoaq, l^airocrrtik^g, if thou liatest 
thou shouldest put her away. And the son of Sirach saith, 
xxv. 2G. If she go not as thou wouldest Jtave her, cut her off 
from thy flesh, give her a bill of divorce, and let Iter go. And 
Josephus saith,* the law runs thus, lie tliat would be dis~ 
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joined from his rvife, xaO' «c §wotovv ahtae, ttoXXcu S' tiv toTq 
avOpwTTotg rotavrai ytvoiTai, for any cause whatsoever, as 
many such causes there are, let him give her a bill of divorce. 
And he confesseth/*thathe himself put aivay his wife after 
she had borne him three children, ju?) aptoKOfitvoc airfjc'roTc 
tStai, because he was not pleased with her behaviour. The 
school of Sammah determined on the contrary, that the 
wife was only to be put away for adultery; because it is 
said, Because he hath found some uncleanness in her. The 
pharisees seek the resolution of this question from Christ, 
tempting him, i. e. to induce him, to decide this question, 
either against the law of Moses, or else, as he must do, 
against the determination of one of these two famous 
schools, and so to render him offensive to them. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 4. But he answering, said unto them, Have ye not 
read, that he who made them at the beginning made them 
up<nv k®\ SfjXv, male and female ; — koI taovrai of Suo tig aapKa 
fiiav, and they two shall be one flesh ?] i. e. God, by making 
them at first male and female, made them so, that they 
might cleave together so as to become one flesh ; and 
when they have, after a mutual consent to enter into that 
relation, done so, they are no more two, but one flesh; and 
therefore are not to be separated, unless, by cleaving so 
unto another, they have made themselves one flesh with 
that other. That this is the eflect of this conjunction with 
one another, seems evident (1.) from those words of the 
apostle, 1 Cor. vi. 16. K?ioiv ye not, that he that is joined to 
a harlot, is one body with her? for tiuo (saith he, i. e. God) 
shall be one flesh: and (2.) from the inference &<m, so that 
they, after this conjunction, are no more two, but one flesh; 
and those whom God from the beginning hath thus framed, 
and of whom he hath thus spoken, let no man put asunder. 
God himself, who binds, may see cauSe to permit in some 
cases the solution of this obligation, to prevent cruelty 
and other mischiefs, as he did to the Jews, by reason of 
the hardness of their hearts, allowing a divorce; but, with- 
out such permission, no man ought to do it. There seems 
to be something like this in that of Hierocles,t that lirl 
yafiov l^oTQvvovaa i) (frumg, natureprompts us to marriage, in 
that she hath made us avvdvaariKovg, so that two should live 
together, and have one common work to beget children. And 
that tale of PIato,J in his Convivium, that man at first was 
made male and female, and that Jupiter cleft them asunder, 
and so there was a natural love one to the other, hnxttp&v 
7roiT)<Tac tv Ik Svotv Kai laaaaSai Trjv $vmv r?/v avOQhririvr\v, en- 
deavouring to make one again of two, and to heal human 
nature, se^ms to be only a corruption of the story in Gene- 
sis, that Eve was made out of Adam's rib. 

Ver. 5. Kai uwtv, And he said, For this cause shall a man 
leave father and mother, &c] Here also, say the Greek 
scholiasts, it was not God, but Adam, who said this ; other 
interpreters conceit that Moses said this by Divine inspira- 
tion, and so God said it by him ; hence the Jews, saith Mr. 
Sclden,§ represent this as a law against incestuous mar- 
riages. Or else these may be the words of Christ, who, ver. 
4. tlirtv abrolg, said to them, He that made them in the be- 
ginning made them male and female, teal ti7nv; and he said 
also, For this cause, &c. citing the words recorded, Gen. ii. 
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24. and this seems probable from Mark x. G, 7. where the 
whole words are plainly ascribed to Christ. 

{*] Ver. 7. Tliey say unto him, Tl ovv Mwavg IveretXaro 
Sovvat fitfSXiov a-maramovy koi aTroXvcrat aur/jv? Why then did 
Moses command to give her a bill of divorcement, and put her 
away?] Here it is to be noted, that Moses commanded no 
man to divorce his wife, but only lirirpv^tv, he permitted in 
some cases the doing of it ; but then he acting in this as 
God's minister, it must be a Divine permission. Note, (2.) 
That it was a limited permission, viz. only to do it after 
such a manner, viz. by toriting a bill of divorcement, and 
putting it into her hand: for, if this might have been done 
by word of mouth, or otherwise, it might have occasioned 
a great evil on both sides ; for the woman might have pre- 
tended, when she liked another better than her husband, 
that she had been divorced, and so might marry him ; and 
the man might rashly have divorced his wife upon any little 
quarrel, and never be in a condition of having her any 
longer as his wife : to prevent which divorces upon such 
a sudden pet, it was the custom to ask the person who 
came for a bill of divorce, before tliey delivered it to him, 
Whether his yea was yea? i. e. whether he continued in a 
settled resolution to put away his wife. (See note on 
2 Cor. i. 17.) But the great question is, Whether this per- 
mission excused this divorce from sin, or only from pu- 
nishment? That it could not excuse him that divorced his 
wife from sin, is argued, (I.) because our Saviour decides 
this question negatively, and that by reason of God's own 
institution founded upon nature, (ver. 4, 5.) and represents 
the permission mentioned by Moses as contrary to it, 
(ver. 8.) Now all transgression of Divine law is sin; (2.) 
because Christ saith, this permission was only granted to 
them for the hardness of their hearts: now whatsoever is 
done upon that principle, is sinful; (3.) and, especially, 
since otherwise it follows, That divorces are only evil be- 
cause forbidden, and so arc only sins against a positive 
command ; and not forbidden, because evil, or because 
contrary to the law of nature; and then, either adultery 
can be no sin against the law of nature, or else Christ 
could not truly say, that he that putleth away his wife, and 
marnes another, committeth adultery against her. 

But on the other hand, That this permission excused 
those Jews, who made these divorces according to the law, 
not only from punishment by man, but also from fault 
before God, and more especially from being guilty of 
adultery, is evident, (l.)from the permission given to the 
woman thus divorced, to marry with another, Deut. xxiv. 
2. which plainly shews, the bond of matrimony must by it 
be dissolved, since otherwise this must be, a permission to 
be an adulteress. (2.) From the prohibition of the person 
thus divorcing her, to receive her again as his wife ; which 
yet he was bound to do, if the bond of matrimony still 
continued, and she was still in truth his wife. And (3.) 
because, otherwise, the whole commonwealth of Judea, by 
a Divine permission, must be filled with adulteries, and with 
a spurious offspring. To answer therefore to the former 
arguments : 

First, It is granted, That, as our Saviour says, these di- 
vorces were indeed contrary to the equity and genuine in- 
tention of God's primitive institution of matrimony ; but 
then it must be added, that God by Moses dispensed with 
his own institution ; and that Christ only says ; that under 



his new law, this dispensation should not obtain, but that 
he would have his disciples to act according to the pri- 
mitive institution. 

Secondly, In answer to the second argument, it may be 
said, That what was permitted to the Jews, by reason of 
the hardness of their hearts, was no less permitted than 
what they were allowed to do, by reason of the indifference 
of the thing : whatsoever therefore was the cause of this 
permission, it is certain, that which was permitted could 
not at the same time be forbidden, and therefore could not 
be a fault, or that which God would punish in them. 

Thirdly, To the third argument, it may be answered,That 
a thing may be said to be according to the law of nature 
two ways : (1.) because nature doth direct us to it by the 
provisions it hath made for such an end ; in which sense, it 
is natural for women to give suck to their children : or, by 
the relation in which it hath placed us ; in which sense the 
apostle saith, that even nature teacheth the woman to be 
covered in the church assemblies, and to wear long hair : 
(see the note on 1 Cor. xi. 13.) or, by the frame and con- 
stitution of things ; in which sense man and wife are one 
flesh, and therefore ought not to separate from one another: 
and Christians ought, where greater reason doth not inter- 
vene, to act according to that which is thus suitable to the 
law of nature. Or, (2.) because the law of nature doth re- 
quire it as necessary in reason to be done, or doth forbid it 
by reason of some moral turpitude, which always of neces- 
sity adhereth to the action; in which sense it may be, said, 
that divorces and polygamy are not against a law of. na- 
ture, but only against a positive command. And whereas 
it is objected, That then adultery will be no sin against the 
law of nature ; I answer, That as adultery imports the 
lying of a husband with another, who is confessedly not 
his wife, or of a wife with another, whom she knows to be 
not her husband, it is unquestionably a sin against the law 
of nature, as being contrary to the faith plighted by them ; 
contrary to justice, as being giving that to others, which is 
not your own ; and contrary to the good of families and 
commonwealths, as filling them with a spurious offspring, 
and loosing the bonds of consanguinity and affinity. But 
then, if the polygamist then used only those to whom by 
matrimony he was contracted, there was not the like in- 
jury or injustice done : nor can I think that Abraham, Ja- 
cob, David, and other pious men, would have had more 
wives, or wives and concubines, had this been a plain vio- 
lation of the law of nature ; nor would God have so highly 
approved of,them, had they lived in adultery. And, if di- 
vorce untied the bond of matrimony, it gives that liberty to 
each party, which cannot be allowed of whilst that bond 
continues ; and so there could not be the same cause of 
blame or guilt intheir cohabiting with another: it there- 
fore may be granted, that these were rather sins against a 
positive or natural directive, than a moral preempt or law 
of nature. 

Ver. 9. And I say unto you/Og tiv awo\v<jy ti)v ywatKa 
avrov, d firj lirl Tropvdq. koi % yafx{)(ry 5X\t)v, fioi^arai, Whoso- 
ever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and 
shall marry another, committeth adultery,] Here, it seems 
evident, that Christ prescribes a new law, which had not 
before obtained among the Jews; divorce being permitted 
to them for other causes : for though it be said, Deut. xxiv. 
1. he must find $om# matter of uncleanness in her; yet that 
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cannot signify fornication or adultery, seeing for these 
things she was by the law to die by stoning, if she com- 
mitted fornication before her marriage was completed, 
Deut. xxii. 24. by strangling, say the Jews, in case of 
adultery, vcr. 22. (2.) -Because this divorce was per- 
mitted to all, except the person, who falsely pretended he 
found her not a maid ; for that law so peculiar to him, he 
may not pat her away all his days, Deut. xxii. 19. shews 
that others were permitted so to do : now adultery being a 
sin against the law of nature, could be permitted upon no 
account. And (3.) any other, excepting only the high- 
priest, (Lev.xxi. 7.) might marry her who was thus put 
away ; (Deut. xxiv. 2.) whereas it could be lawful for no 
man to commit adultery with her. (See also the noto on 
Mark x. 10, 11.) 

Moreover, whereas all commentators I have met with, 
by fornication here do understand adultery, or the defiling 
of the marriage-bed ; I incline ratherto take the word in 
its proper sense, for fornication committed before matri- 
mony, and found after cohabitation. (1.) Because Christ, 
speaking of this divorce here and elsewhere, doth never 
use the word /zoix"'«> which signifies adultery, but always 
iropvtia, (Matt. v. 32.) which word, both among Jews and 
gentiles, doth properly import the sin of unmarried per- 
sons lying one with another, and so being made one body: 
(1 Cor. vi. 16.) it is not therefore likely, th&t Christ re- 
ceded from the known and common acceptation of the 
word. (2.) The punishment of adultery after marriage was 
strangling ; after sponsalia, stoning; divorce not being 
mentioned iu either case ; but simple fornication was not 
thus punished by the Jews. And (3.) by this interpreta- 
tion, the law of marriage is by Christ reduced to its pri- 
mitive institution ; that conjunction with another makes 
them both one flesh ; and so the woman who had thus 
transgressed was to bo dismissed, because she before was 
one flesh with another, and therefore could not be so with 
the man to whom she afterward did marry. Note also hence, 
that, according to cither interpretation, wheire it is lawful to 
put away the wife, it is so to many again : for (1.) such 
were the divorces of the Jews, of which Christ speaks ; 
and (2.) Christ, by pronouncing such divorces as were- not, 
for this cause, adulterous in him. that married another, doth 
plainly insinuate, there was no such crime committed in this 
case; and then. the marriage must be dissolved by thatact. 
- Ei jutj hri Tropvrfy, except for fornication.] St. Jeromo 
here saith, that if the woman hath committed adultery, 
•-* nonxjebct teneri," she ought not to be kept by her husband, 
lest he fall under condemnation, he being pronounced a 
fool and a wicked person, " qui adulteram tenet," who re* 
tains an adulteress, as the Scptuagint reads, Prov. xviii.27. 
The Greek fathers say, almost generally, it is *caX6v£KJ3aA- 
Xeiv, an honourable thing to cast her out: and St. Austin* 
having said it was permitted, but not commanded so to do, 
retracts that saying, as being contrary to the words of Solo- 
mon* He that retains her, say the Apostolical Constitu- 
tions, is <j>v<Ttwg Ozafiov napavofiog, a transgressor of the law 
of nature. (Lib. vi. cap. 14.) 

. [ 5 ] Vcr. 10. If the case of a man be so with his wife, it is 
not good to marry.'] If under the prohibition of divorce, 
that of polygamy had not been contained, there would have 



* Ilelricl. lib. i. cap. 19. 
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been no cause for this inference of Christ's disciples; see- 
ing they might have had a remedy, by taking one or more 
other wives, whom they loved better ; nor would there have 
been any ground for Christ's discourse, of making them- 
selves eunuchs for the kingdom of God. 

Ei olirwc ioTiv 7j atria.] Grotius, Casaubon, and Bois, ren- 
der atTta here the condition, in which sense it is frequently 
among the Latins; but seeing alrta is in Hesychius, to. tear* 
aoyr\v 7rpayfiara ; and in Phavorinus, apxn V w/jytj, the be- 
ginning or original of the thing ; and Christ is here speaking 
of the original of matrimony, or of what it was, av apxfi$> 
and reducing things to that state ; why may not the apostles 
be conceived to speak thus? — If this be indeed the original 
of matrimony, and thou intendest to take from us the liberty 
of divorces, which Moses granted, and to reduce marriago 
to its first original, it will not be good to marry. 

[ 6 J Vier. 11. Ov Ttavrig ^wpovm tov Xoyov rovrov, All men 
cannot receive this saying.] i. e. All men cannot live single, 
and abstain from matrimony. Whence it follows, that men 
and women are not by monastical vows to be obliged so to 
do ; because none ought to be by vow obliged to do that 
which they cannot perform without sin. (2.) By adding, 
that they only can do this, to whom it is given; he shews, 
this is a special gift; according to these words of St. Paul, 
I tvould have all men to be as I am: but every man hath his 
proper gift. (1 Cor. vii. 7.) Now that which all men may 
obtain by prayer, temperance, and fasting, and such-like 
ordinary means, cannot be called a special gift, or a gift 
proper to some. .And (3.) some, saith Christ, have made 
themselves eunuclis; i. e. abstained from matrimony for the 
kingdom of heaven; f. e. to be more expedite in preaching 
the gospel, or more fit to regard only the things of the Lord : 
(1 Cor. vii. 34.) He that can receive it, let him receive it ; 
which last words sufficiently intimate, all men cannot do so. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 13,14. They brought unto him little children, that 
he should put his hands upon them, and pray.] This being 
the gospel used by'our church at the celebration of infants' 
baptism, it will be necessary to shew the fitness of it for 
that purpose. Note, therefore, 

First, That these little children being styled ra j3/>tyrf, 
infants, (Luke xviii. 15.) and taken up in Christ's arms, 
(Markx. 16.) it is plain that they were children not yet 
come to the age of discretion ; for fiptyog, according to JEu- 
stathius and Phavorinus, is to apn ytyovbg ira&iov ko\ rpe^o- 
fitvov curb rriQris, a new-born child nourished from the teat, 
from his birth, till he be four years old: (so 1 Pet. ii. 2.) 
whence they do not come to Christ, but aro brought to him. 

Secondly, They seem to be brought to Christ by those 
who believed he was a prophet sent from God, not by 
those who had other thoughts of him; for why should they 
desire for their children his prayers, or the imposition of 
his hands? 

Thirdly, These children were not brought to be healed 
of any bodily distemper, for then the disciples would not 
have hindered them, but that he should bless them, and pray 
over them; which shews that they wero capable of spiritual 
blessings, and may receive advantage by prayers; and that 
he might lay his hands upon them. Now this imposition of 
hands could not be to prepare them for any office, nor 
seems it designed to procure to them any remission of sin, 
of which the Jews conceived infants not guilty (though 
this would prove them capable of some means by w T hich 
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their sins might be pardoned); but to obtain for them some 
spiritual blessing appertaining to the kingdom of God; or, 
as Dr. Lightfoot saith, by this rite to admit them into the 
number of his disciples, or to own them as belonging to his 
kingdom. And, 

Fourthly, From the reason why Christ would have them 
suffered to come to him, viz. for of such is the kingdom of 
God, it appears there is something in little children, why 
they should not be hindered from coming to him, besides 
their being emblems of humility; for this they, are as much 
when they come not, as when they come: now what can 
that be, but the fitoess of them to be early dedicated to the 
service of God, and to enter into covenant with him by rites 
appointed by him for that end? And hence the ancients 
looked upon this as a sufficient ground for infants' baptism,* 
as appears even from Tertullian,f whilst he shews his dis- 
like of the custom. 

Obj. But, say the antipedobaptists, Christ neither did 
baptize them, nor command the apostles to do it. 

Arts. That is not to be wondered at, if we consider that 
they already had entered into covenant with God by cir- 
cumcision, and Christian baptism was not yet instituted; 
and (2.) that the baptism thus used by John and Christ's 
disciples, was only the baptism of repentance, and faith in 
the Messiah, which was for to come ; (Acts xix. 4.) of both 
which infants were incapable, but not of being consecrated 
to God from their infancy, as Samson, Judg. xi. 7. and 
Samuel, 1 Sam. i. 11. or of entering into covenant with 
God, Deut. xxix. 11. 15. as all the male infants of the Jews 
did by circumcision. (3.) Christ here speaks not of those 
children only, but of children in general, suffer little chil- 
dren to come to me; he adds a reason common to them all, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven ; which if it import, they 
are fit to be admitted into Christ's church and kingdom as 
they were into the Jewish church, they must be fit to re- 
ceive Christian baptism, that being the only means of en- 
tering into Christ's kingdom. If he means only that they 
are fit emblems of humility, what reason can be hence given 
why they should on this account be brought to Christ, that 
he might lay his hands upon them ? Or, why should he be 
so displeased that they should be forbidden to come to him? 

Then they broughtunto him little children.] To the argument 
here used for the baptizing of young children, it may be 
answered, that they were brought to him, that he might put 
his hands upon them and heal them ; for Mark x. 13. Luke 
x. 15. they were brought, Iva a^Tat avr£>v, that he might 
touch them: now as the prophets under the Old Testament 
healed by laying their hands on the diseased, and praying 
over them ; (2 Kings v. 10.) so more certainly were persons 
healed by the touch of this great Prophet ; for as many as 
touched him were made whole; (Mark vi. 56.) and upon that 
account, as many as had diseases sought to touch him. 
(Mark iii. 10. see Mark v. 23. 39. 42.) 

But to this I reply, that when any came thus to Christ to 
touch him, or to desire him to lay his hands upon them, in 
order to a cure, wc find either express declaration, or suffi- 
cient intimation, that they accordingly were healed ; whereas 

* Ba7rrf£iTi lfj,Zt not rk »k«' aftrt yaf, fyxr\ t ra itaiVia, t^i^ai «rp^ f*t> Const. 
Apost. lib. ti. cap. 15. p. 380. C. "Ail Dominas, nolite illos prohibere venire 
ad me." 

t Tertul. de Jlaptismo, cap. 18. Author qnxit. ad Anlioch, q. 114. Ambr.de 
Virg. lib. iii. torn. i. p. 125. 



'there is not the least intimation of any bodily cure wrought 
upon these infants, but rather an intimation of some spiritual 
benediction; it being not here said, Wtpcnrtvatv, he healed, 
but Ev\6yr)<TEv, he blessed them. (2.) Christ doth not say, 
Suffer little children that are diseased, or sick, to come unto 
me, but, without limitation or distinction, Suffer them to 
come. Nor (3.) doth he say, Suffer them to come, for they 
need to be healed as much as those of riper years, but for a 
reason which equally belongs to all children born of parents 
who are in covenant with God, viz. for of such is the king- 
dom of God. 

It may be farther said, that they brought them to Christ, 
as the Jews do now their children to their famous doctors ; 
or, as we do ours to the bishop, to receive his blessing. 
But to this I answer, that had that custom then obtained 
among the Jews, neither could the disciples reasonably 
have forbidden them ; neither would our Lord have assigned 
this as a reason why they should not be forbidden, for of 
such tvas the kingdom of God. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 17. 17 juc Xfyac ayaOov ; ovdtig ayaBbg, d firj tig, 6 
Qtbg, Wliy callest thou me good? there is none good but one, 
that is, God.] Here it is acknowledged, that many of the 
most ancient fathers* read, God, my Father. That other 
reading of some fathers, f Why askest thou me concerning 
good? is neither in the Syriac, nor in any of the evangelists, 
and so it seemeth to be only of a later date. Now from 
this place the Socinians argue thus against the Deity of 
Christ; He to whom the title of good doth not belong, can- 
not be God most high ; by our Lord's own words this title 
belongs not to him, but only to God the Father: and there- 
fore God the Father must be God alone. And whereas 
some of the Post-Nicene fathers answer, that this young 
man said GoodMaster, out of flattery or ignorance, looking 
upon Christ as a mere man, and 30 Christ answers, Why 
callest . thou me good, whom thou dost not acknowledge to be 
God? this, say they, is an addition to the text, without any 
ground from Christ's words, yea, in opposition to them, hfc 
Baying, that one thing only was lacking to him; viz. that he 
should sell all, &c. whereas the knowledge that Christ was 
God must also be lacking to him, and so two things, accord- 
ing to the Trinitarian hypothesis. To this it might be an- 
swered, that when our Lord saith, one thing is lacking to 
thee, he respects not his knowledge, but his practice, in- 
tending not to say what was lacking in him, as to the know- 
ledge of himself ; for it appears not this young man owned 
him as the promised Messiah; but to instruct him what was 
yet lacking to perfect his obedience to the commandments 
of God. Or (2.) that the Deity of Christ, being not revealed 
so fully as afterward it was, might not then be necessary 
to be believed to salvation. But not to insist farther on 
this answer, I reply, 

Secondly, That Christ may be supposed to speak to this 
young man thus: Thou givest me a title, which is never 
given to your most renowned rabbins, and which agrees to 
God alone; dost thou therefore think there is any thing in 
me more than human, or that the Father dwelleth in me ? 
This thou oughtest to believe, if thou concei vest this title 

* Tla Jost. M. 6 0i3f o ita-dig fxov, Dial. p. 338. A. Iren. lib. i. cap. 17. ]>. l0.>. 
Clem. Alexandr. p. 118. ». et 733. D. Orig. Com. in Job. ed. Hoet. p, 39. «. C. et 
lib, v. contra Celsom, p. 238. Exliorl. ad martjr. p. 169. 

t Tt (At iparrS? wipl roy ayaQov \ Acgust. de Concil. Hvan. lib. ii. cnp. 63. Vulgalos 
interpret et Ilieron. in locum. 
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truly doth belong to mo, seeing there is but one that is good, 
that is, God. To confirm this interpretation let it be con- 
sidered, that Christ in preaching to the Jews asserted two 
things of himself; (1.) that he was a prophet sent from 
God, even that prophet that should come into the world. 
(2.) That he had given them clear evidence of his com- 
mission from his Father, by the works done by the power 
of God, which manifestly shewed that God dwelt in him, 
and that he teas in the Father, and the Father in him, so that 
he and the Father were one ; for so he speaks, J and the 
Father am one; And if I do not the ivories of my Father, 
believe me not; but if I do, though you believe not me, believe 
the works, that ye may know and believe that the Father is 
in me, and I in the Father: (John x. 30. 37, 38. xiv. 8— 
10.)which words the Jews so apprehended, that they pro- 
nounced him guilty of blasphemy; for that being a man he 
made himself God. (John x. 31. 33.) He therefore might 
well say to this young man, Why callest thou me good 
Master ? unless thou believest I am a teacher sent from 
God, seeing he who falsely pretends this cannot be a good 
master or a teacher of truth ; nor canst thou own me as a 
prophet sent from God, but from my works; from which I 
have proved, that I ant in the Father, and the Father in 
me; yea, that I am one xvith the Father, and so partake 
-with him of the title of good. 

Thirdly, Maresius well answers, that the Father, being 
the fountain of the whole Deity, must in some sense be the 
fountain of the goodness and wisdom of the Son. The Son, 
sailh Dr. Bull, is rightly styled, the perfect and adequate 
image of his Father's goodness, as he derives that goodness, as 
he doth all his other attributes with the Divine nature, from 
the Father; and thus to be the fountain of good may belong 
only to the Father. Henee even the heathens have de- 
clared, that of all the perfections of the Deity, that of 
a-yaObg, good, was the most proper, he being only stylcd.by 
them good, who was * 6 Ttavra Strove k&X fiifilv \afi(3av(i>v, 
he who gave all to others, but derived nothing from them ; 
and thence they placed goodness, lv fiovvg aytvnry, in him 
only who tvasunbegotten. And in this sense many of the 
Ante-Nicene fathers owned that the word did signally, 
and most excellently, agree to the Father, and to Christ 
only by reason of the goodness derived with the Divine 
nature to him, as being God of God; or k rije Trpbg dXX?/- 
Xovc <xx£<x£wc, from the essential relation they had to each 
other: as Clemens Alexandrinns f well explains the mat- 
ter, thrice saying, that the Father alone is good and just, 
and yet that the Son, kclQq S£ b \6yoc <Jv ai)Tov lv t$ iraTpi tcm, 
as being the Logos, as he is in the Father is just, to Sc Skatov 
ayaObv, and what is just is good; and concluding, 9c6v Iva 
fxovov ttvat ayaObv, Skatov, $i)fjLiovpybv,vlbv lv irctTpl, that there 
is one only God, good, just, the maker of all things, the Son 
in the Father. NovatianJ answers to them who objected 
to the orthodox that they owned two Gods, that if Christ 
being Lord hinders not that of the apostle, there is one Lord; 
so neither did Christ's being good, and God, hinder there 
being one God, and one that is good. 

El Si StXtte u<n\0tiv tic rrjv Ziorjv, Ti'ipqaov Tag IvroXag, 
But if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.'] Tins 
being Christ's answer to the young man's question, Wliat 



* Merc. Trismeg. in Pwmandro, cap. 2. n. 86. n. 2. 

t Padag.lib.i.p. 118,119. t dp. SO. 



good thing shall I do, that I may inherit eternal life ? I can- 
not think, as many seem to do, that Christ here directs him 
to that way to obtain that life, which neither was nor could 
be sufficient for that end ; it being certain Christ elsewhere 
saith the same thing. For to the lawyer inquiring, llliat 
shall I do to inherit eternal life? Christ answers, Thoa 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy 
neighbour as thyself; this do and thou shalt live. (Luke x. 
25. 28.) Now when men came seriously to inquire of him 
the way to life eternal, who can imagine he would deceivo 
them by directing them to a way which he well knew w r as 
not sufficient to obtain that end ? Moreover, it is very evi- 
dent that God in the Old Testament promisethlife to them 
who observe his commandments, and pronounces them 
such as he that did them should live by them, (Lev. xviii. 5. 
Ezek. xx. 11.) promising to those -who observe them, that 
they shall surely live, and not die; (Ezek xviii. 21. xxxiii. 
15.) i. e. not die eternally, seeing he cannot be supposed to 
promise that they should not die a natural death ; it is also 
as certain that they who walked before God, as Zacharias 
and Elisabeth, in all the commandments of God blameless, 
were righteous in his sight, (Luke i. 6.) and were said to 
walk before him with an upright and perfect heart, (Psal. 
xviii. 21. 24.) and to love him with all their heart and all 
their soul. (See note on xxii. 37.) It is therefore cer- 
tain that all pious persons under the Old Testament ob- 
tained a right to life eternal, by this observance of the 
moral precepts of the law. 

Obj. 1. But against this it is objected; that when the 
young man had said, all these have I kept from my youth, 
Christ yet requires him to sell all that he had, that he might 
be perfect, and have treasure in heaven. 

Ans. True; but then this one thing was contained in the 
precept of loving, honouring, and obeying God with all his 
heart; for sure he loves not God above all things, who will 
not, when he doth require him, part with all things to enjoy 
God in heaven ; nor doth he obey him sincerely, and with 
a perfect heart, who, when he is required by his ambassa- 
dor to forsake them and follow him, refuseth so to do. 

Obj. 2. It is farther objected, that the law required per* 
feet obedzence,nnd could not absolve the sinner from the 
guilt of sin. 

Ans. To this I answer, That to require perfect obedience 
to his laws, is a thing absolutely necessary on the part of 
God, both under the old and the new covenant; for sin be- 
ing the transgression of the law, and perfect and unsinning 
obedience being the same, if God require under the new 
covenant that I should not transgress any of his laws, as 
he most certainly must do, he must require me not to sin 
against them, and so ho must require perfect, that is, un- 
sinning obedience ; and as sincere obedience, which is the 
condition of our acceptance with God under the new cove- 
nant, doth not procure the pardon of our sins committed 
under that covenant, but the blood of Christ cleanseth ns 
from all sin upon our repentance ; so, though the obedience 
to the moral law, required under the old covenant, could 
not absolve the sinner from the guilt contracted by the 
violations of that law; yet doth God there also promise 
expressly the like pardon to the penitent, that when the 
wicked man turneth away from his iniquity, he shall not die, 
but live; (Ezek. xviii.) that when he ceaseth to do evil, 
and learneth to do well, though his sins xvere as crimson, he 
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shall be ivhite as wool; (Isa. i. 17, 18.) and that their of- 
ferings, which before were vain oblations, should become 
sacrifices of sweet savour, and procure an atonement for 
their sins, if not by virtue of his institution, yet certainly 
by virtue of the L amb slain from the beginning of the world. 
And that God required no obedience to his law as neces- 
sary to salvation, but that which pious Jews, by virtue of 
that grace which he was ready to afford them, might be 
able to perform, is hence apparent, that he not only pro- 
mises life to them who did obey this law, but by the sacred 
penmen doth pronounce them blessed, saying, Blessed is 
the man who meditates in this law day and night; (Psal. 
i. 6.) Blessed are they who always keep judgment, and do 
righteousness; (Psal. cxix. 1, 2.) that he that keepeth the 
law is blessed ; (Prov. xxix. 18.) and that in keeping of it 
there is great reward. (Psal. xix. 12. see Psal. cxix. 1, 2. 
Prov. viii. 32. 34.) This blessing, therefore, and reward, 
all pious persons did, and bad just reason to expect; and 
yet it is certain they could not expect it on the perform- 
ance of what it was not possible for them do : though 
therefore God said to them ciirsed, i.e. obnoxious to a 
curse, is every one that continueth not in all things written 
in this law to do them; they might be certain from the 
expiation and atonement he had appointed to be made 
for sin, and from the gracious promises made by him 
to the penitent, that they should he exempted from the 
guilt, and consequently from the curse, due to those trans- 
gressions, though they might not expressly know that this 
redemption was to be procured by the death of their 
Messiah. 

Obj. 3. But doth not the apostle intimate that the law 
could not give life, by saying, If there had been a law which 
could have given life} verily justification should have been 
by the Zau;;(Gal.iii. 21.) that the law worketh wrath ; (Rom. 
iv.15-) and that as many as are under the law, are under a 
curse? (Gal. iii. 10.) . 

Ans. All these things prove, that the transgressions of 
this law did render them obnoxious to punishment for the 
guilt of it, and that the law itself, only requiring obedience, 
could not absolve the sinner from the guilt of his disobedi- 
ence to it ; and therefore could not procure justification 
to life for the sinner, without an act of grace, temperating 
the rigour of the law : but yet this proves not there was no 
pardon to be obtained for the sinner, upon his repentance 
and faith in God, allowing an atonement for his sin; for 
then there could have been no place for repentance, or a 
propitiatory sacrifice under the law, and so no justification 
not only by the law, which is all St Paul asserts, but no 
justification, that is, no freedom from the penalty de- 
nounced by it. As therefore under the gospel our justifi- 
cation, or absolution from the guilt of sin, ariseth not from 
works, but grace through faith ; and yet good works and 
sincere obedience are the conditions requisite to salvation, 
and the means necessary to obtain it; and. therefore of our 
love to God and to our neighbour as ourselves, it may still 
be said, Do this and live : so under the law, obedience to the 
moral precepts of it was the condition of, and the means 
requisite to obtain, the same life; and therefore of sincere 
obedience to it, it might well he said, Do this and live, 
especially seeing under the law faith and repentance were 
required for the remission of the violations of it. 

And as it is necessary, from the perfection of the Divine 
vol. v. 



nature, andhisrelati^ii-ttJils^S a governor, to require that 
we should not sin, z. e. transgress any of his laws ; so it is 
also necessary, through the imperfection of human nature, 
that if he will enter into covenant with lapsed sinful man, 
that that covenant should be a covenant of grace, or should 
admit of favour upon his repentance; seeing all other co- 
venants would depend, on man's part, on an impossible 
condition, which is apparently equivalent to none at all; 
it being in effect the same to promise or engage for nothing, 
as only to promise something upon a condition I cannot, 
perform. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 21. Ei 6(\eig riXetog that, &c. If thou wilt be per- 
fect, sell that thou hast, and give unto the poor.] That to be 
perfect is to be fully instructed in our duty, is proved in 
the note on 1 Cor. ii. G. We speak wisdom among those that 
are perfect, i. e. saith Theodoret, napa tovq ukiKgwn koI tc- 
Aetav $E%afilvov$ 7rlamv, among those whose faith is sincere! 
and entire: hence to know in part is opposed to to tIXziov 
perfect knowledge. (1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10.) In this sense the 
word 1W is used by the rabbins, as when they say, they 
constitute a judge who was not gomar, i. e. fully instructed 
in the knowledge of the traditions of the fathers; and tell 
us that one came to Hillel to be made a proselyte, and he 
said, Do not that to another, which is odious to thyself; that 
is, the ivhole law, go thy perfect way; i.e. fully instructed 
in thy duty. (Cod. Talm. Shabbath. f. 31.) Now (1.) hence 
then we may discern the vanity of the popish gloss upon 
this text; viz. If thou wilt be perfect, that is, if thou wilt 
obtain a higher degree of eternal life, I give thee this coun-. 
sel, not simply necessary to salvation, but to attain a 
higher measure of if. For sure the young man needeth 
not have went away so sorrowful, if, without obeying this g 
counsel, as they are pleased to call it, he might have ob- 
tained that eternal life he inquired after, and which con- 
tained the whole of his desire. ' Note, e 

Secondly, That seeing Christ here requires him not only 
to withdraw his heart from an inordinate love of his pos- 
sessions, but actually to sell all, and give the money to 
the poor, we may be sure that this was only a particular 
command to this young man, to convince him of the insin- 
cerity of his pretended love to life eternal, and not a pre- 
cept common to all Christians. For that there were rich 
men in the church, we learn from ITim. vi. 17. Jame? i. 
10. ii. 2. the apostle John had his own house; Peter per- 
mits the Christian to retain his own; (Acts v. 4.) nor doth 
the apostle bid the Corinthians sell all and give alms, but 
only request them to give of their abundance: (2 Cor. viii. 
13.) so that if riches fall into the hands of one who know- 
ethhow to use them to God's glory, and the relief of indi- 
gent Christians, as well as to the supply of his own needs, 
it seems a contradiction to conceive that God doth require 
him to part with them, and thereby divest himself of any 
farther opportunity of promoting his glory, or doing good 
to his needy members. We are therefore pnly, to do this 
upon the like occasions, viz. an express command from 
God; or when we find them an impediment to the securing 
our eternal interests : for then we must part with our right 
eye, or hand. 

[ n ] Ver. 24. JLvKQ7rtoTtp6v lent ica/niXov §iu rpviriifiarog pa- 
<pt§og SicXOcTv* It is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle, &c] There is no necessity of reading KafiiXog 
for KafxriXos, for that both signify a cable, or thick ropo 

Z 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



170 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[chap. XIX. 



used by the mariners ia casting anchors, Euthymius, The- 
ophylact, and Phavorinus* testify; and that a camel is 
not hero to bo understood, Bochartus argues, (1.) because 
tho Hebrew proverb speaks only of an elephant, not of a 
camel. (2.) Because the Syriac and Arabic versions hero 
mention not a camel but a cable. (3.) Because the Jews, 
as Buxtorff notes, use tho same proverb of a cable rope; 
and (4.) because thero is some analogy betwixt drawing a 
thread and a rope through the eye of a needle, but none at 
all between a camel and a thread. (Bochart. Hieroz. par. i. 
lib. ii. cap. 5. p. 91, 02.) 

[ 12 ] Ver. 28. 'Ev r£ iraXiyyev^, &c. In the regeneration, 
when the Son of man shall sit upon the throne of his glory, 
ye shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel'] I know that Justin Martyr and Irenaeus speak of a 
naXiyytveala, regeneration, or renovation, which relates to 
their supposed millennium, and others would refer this to 
tho stoical renovation of the world after its conflagration; 
but it is evidcut that neither of these opinions can here take 
place; not tho supposed renovation of tho world after the 
conflagration of it, since that must burn up all that remain 
of the twelve tribes of Israel, and so leave none of them re- 
maining to be judged by Christ's apostles. Dr.Lightfoot, 
finding that this judgment of the twelve tribes is pro- 
mised to begin when the Son of man sits upon the throne 
of his glory, which he began to do soon after his ascen- 
sion, exercising his authority in heaven by sending down 
the Holy Ghost on his disciples, thinks they then sat on 
these twelve tribes, judging the twelve tribes of Israel, w : hen 
they preached that gospel to them in Jerusalem, Judea, 
and throughout their dispersions, by which they were to bo 
judged, and for contempt and disbelief of which they were 
rejected, condemned, and exposed to the severest punish- 
ment. Christ being mentioned throughout the book of the 
Revelation, as sitting on his throne from the time of his 
conquest over death, and his ascension into heaven, the 
doctrine of the apostles preached to the twelve tribes by 
the apostles, and sent to them in their epistles, may be said 
to judge and to condemn them, as the law of Moses is 
said to do so, John v. 45. and the word of Christ, John 
xii. 47, 48. 1 John iii. 17, IS. And this seems to be con- 
firmed by Christ's words to them, I appoint to you a king- 
dom, and ye shall sit upon twelve thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. But, 

Secondly, I grant the Trakiyyivzala here mentioned, may 
be referred to the consummation of the world, and to tho 
new heavens and earth, of which the prophets speak ; but 
then I add, this wakiyytvtaia, or new birth, is only that of 
the church of Christ, that £wo7roii7<nc, or new life, that Ztofj 
Ik vttcpvv, life from the dead, she sjiall receive when all 
Israel shall be saved, and the fulness of the gentiles shall 
flow in to them. For, 

First, Tho persons here to be judged are only the twelve 
tribes of Israel, which makes it more than probable, that 
tho whole promise made to the apostles respects their 
government over these tribes, coming in at the close of the 
world, after the fall of antichrist; and that not by a resur- 
rection of their persons, but by a reviviscence of that spirit 



• K«/tAnXo? kaX to ir*X" ff'X '*' 00 h « ^T/Juvwn rag ayxfyas <H laurai, ai; t$ U tvayyt- 
\t» xafxnUi t& rfV€^i{AAT6; fatyito tti\8tiv, Thar, 
t Lex. Talm. p. 1719. 



which resided in them, and of that purity and knowledge 
which they delivered to the wor d, and chiefly by admis- 
sion of their gospel to be the standard of their faith, and 
the direction of their lives. 

Secondly, It is observable, that the delivery of the Jews 
from their former captivities and miseries is always repre- 
sented as a £<jo7ro£i7<nc, a giving of life, and a resurrection 
to tho Jews. Seeing then their return from their captivity 
is in the style of the prophets usually represented as a 7m- 
Xiyyzvzata, a reviving, or new life; why may not the time of 
their most glorious conversion, and collection from all the 
corners of the earth, be by our Saviour here represented 
under that known metaphor? moreover, the Greek interpre- 
ters here generally say, Trakiyytvtaia rr)v h.va<rra<nv vou, re- 
generation here signifies the resurrection. But (1.) we read 
of no assessors with Christ then, but rather that all shall 
stand before the judgment-seat. (2.) The apostles here 
are only said to judge the twelve tribes of Israel; whereas, 
as they preached the gospel both to Jew and gentile, so by 
their doctrine shall they then judge both Jew and gentile. 
(Rom. ii. 16.) Some of the Latin fathers put a stigma after 
regeneration, and interpret the words thus : You that have 
followed me in the regeneration, that is, in faith and holi- 
ness 1 but this interpretation is confuted by the parallel 
place, Luke xxii. 20. which makes this the reward of 
their abiding with him in his temptation, not of their new 
birth, in which they could not follow Christ at all. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 29, 30. Shall receive a hundred-fold, &c] i. e. 
They shall have more and greater blessings than they part 
with, viz. a full content of mind; the comforts of an upright 
conscience; the joys of the Holy Ghost; increase of grace; 
and hopes of glory ; and shall have God for their Father ; 
and be rich towards God; and have Christ for their spouse, 
and all good Christians bearing that warm affection to 
them, which will render them more closely united to, and 
more affectionately concerned for them, than those who 
were allied to them by the strictest bonds of nature. And 
that these words cannot reasonably be interpreted of bless- 
ings to be conferred upon them after their resurrection, will 
be evident from this, that they that are thought worthy 
to be the sons of the resurrection (saith our Lord) neither 
marry y nor are given in marriage. (Luke xx. 35.) Whence 
therefore should they have these mothers, and these chil- 
dren, not to add wives, a hundred-fold? they are made 
like to the angels at their resurrection; and what should 
such angelical persons do with, what advantage will they 
reap from, a hundred houses, or a like increase of land on 
earth ? 

If you reply, That these words of our Saviour relate not 
to the first resurrection, of which this text, which speaks 
of wives and children, is to be interpreted, but only to the 
second and general resurrection; I answer, That the words 
are general, and therefore must include all that are sons of 
the resurrection. Moreover, by admitting this double re- 
surrection, the first, in which they that arc raised might 
marry, or have wives and children, and the second, in which 
they could not; the objection, or inquiry of the sadducees, 
is partly left unanswered : for this distinction doth suppose 
a resurrection, in which the ground of their inquiry might 
take place. 

Secondly, This wonderful increase is promised vvv, at 
present, lv r<j? mipy, in this time of life, Mark x. 30. Luko 
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xviii. 30. in opp6sition to what they shall receive in the 
age to come. Now the millennium is still placed by Dr. 
B. in the age to come, after the conflagration of the world ; 
this promise therefore cannot refer to his millennium, nor 
yet to any other which begins after the resurrection of these 
persons; for that time can with no propriety of speech be 
said to be now, nor can the blessings then received be said 
to be received in this life. Moreover, these blessings are 
to be received, /ucra Siwyjuwv, with persecutions, it being the 
known observation of critics and grammarians, that/xcVa 
with a genitive case signifies with, and denotes rbv avTov 
Kaipbv, the same time, and only with an accusative case sig- 
nifies after, and denotes varzpoxpoviav, a folloiving time; 
so that these persecutions must be contemporary with the 
enjoyment of these blessings; whereas a general peace, 
and freedom from all persecutions, is made a necessary 
character of the millennial state. 

Lastly, These words afford an argument against the doc- 
trine of the millennium; because, according to them, the 
only blessing to be received iv n$ al&vi t<£ epx /^ 1 "?' ln ^ te 
age to come, is life everlasting; which blessing is confined 
to heaven, and not to be enjoyed on earth, our house eter- 
nal being in the heavens, (2 Cor. v. 1.) and our inheritance 
eternal reserved in the heavens for us: and therefore they 
to whom the promise is here made, are not in the world to 
come to live a thousand years on earth, or to enjoy the 
temporal blessings promised here; because they are not to 
be enjoyed in the world to come, but now, in this present 
life; and because the only blessing promised in the world 
to come, is not to be enjoyed on earth, but is reserved in 
the heavens for us, (1 Pet. i. 4.) 

[ M ] Vex. 30. But many that are first shall be last.] Christ 
speaking here of the blessings which belong to his king- 
dom, and saying, that as to the participation of them, the 
Jews shall be the last, seems to confirm the doctrine of St. 
Paul, that the Jewish nation should be converted at the 
close of the world, or the last age, when the millennium 



shall begin. 



CHAP. XX. 

1. A* OR ( this, that the first shall be last, may be confirmed 
to you by this parable,) [*] the kingdom of heaven is like to 
a man that is a householder, who went out early in the 
morning to hire labourers into his vineyard (as Christ went 
first to call the Jetvs to come into it). 

2. And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny 
a day (i. e. had told them what should be their wages), he 
sent them into his vineyard. 

3. And he went out about the third hour (by his apostles, 
sent first to preach in their cities and villages, Matt, x.) and 
saw others standing idle in the market-place, 

4. And said unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard ; 
and whatsoever is right, I will give you. And they went 
their way. 

5. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, 
and did likewise (preaching by his apostles, assisted by the 
Holy Ghost, first to the Jews in Judea, and then in the dis- 
persions). 

6. And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found 
others (i. e. the gentiles) standing idle, and saith unto 
them, Why stand ye here all the day idle ? 



7. They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us 
(i. e. the gospel hath not yet been preached to us). He saith 
unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard ; and whatsoever 
is right, that shall ye receive. 

8. So when even was come, the lord of the. vineyard 
saith to his steward, Call the labourers, and give them their 
hire, beginning from the last unto the first. 

9. And when they came that were hired about the 
eleventh hour, they received every man a penny (i. e. the 
gentiles had equal privileges and advantages with the Jews). 

10. But when the first (the Jews) came, they supposed 
that they should have received more ; and (but) they like- 
wise received every man a penny. 

11. And when they had received it, they murmured 
against the good man of the house (that he had no more 
regard to them than to other believers), 

12. Saying, These last have wrought but one hour (i. e. 
these gentiles were only called at the last), and thou hast 
made them equal to us (Jews), who have borne the burden 
and heat of the day (i. e. have been so long the sons of God, 
and the children of Abraham). 

13. But he answered one of them, and said, Friend; 
I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a 
penny ? 

14. Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give to 
this last, even as to thee (who dost not less partake of the 
blessings promised by the Messiah, because the gentiles also 
do it). 

15. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with my 
own ? (to confer the blessings I have purchased, as well upon 
the gentiles as on thee? or) is thine eye evil, because I am 
good (towards them)? 

16. So the last shall be first, and the first last (i. e. so the 
gentiles believing in, and thankfully receiving Christ, shall 
become his church and people, whilst the Jews, murmuring 
and falling off from Clirist, because of this his kindness to the 
gentiles, shall be excluded, and cast out from this kingdom 
till the last): for (though) many (of them) be called (by the 
preaching of the gospel), but few (of them will be) chosen, 
(or prevailed upon by believing to become the elect of God, 
Rom. xi. 5. 7.) 

17. And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve 
disciples (who followed him, fearing what might befal him 
and them there, Mark x. 32.) apart in their way, and said 
to them, 

18. Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man' 
shall be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes, 
and they shall condemn him to death ; 

"19. And shall deliver him to the gentiles to mock, and 
to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall 
rise again ; (for all these things being written of Mm must be 
fulfilled, Luke xviii. 31.) 

20. [ 2 ] Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's chil- 
dren, with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a cer- 
tain thing of him. 

21. And he said to her (speaking for them as they de- 
sired), What wilt thou? she saith unto him, Grant that 
these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and 
the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 

22. But Jesus answered, and said (to them), Ye know 1 
not what ye ask (as being ignorant of the state of my king- 
dom, which will rather call you to sufferings, after the ex- 
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ample of your Lord, than to temporal advantages). [ 3 ] Are 
ye (then) able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, 
and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with? They say unto him, Wo are able. 
f 23. And he saith unto them, Yo shall drink indeed of my 
cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with (i. e. shall suffer as I mtist do): [*] but to sit on my 
right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall 
be given to them (Gr. save to them) for whom 'it is pre- 
pared of my Father (i. e. thehighest gifts, and greatest mi~ 
?iistries in my kingdom must be dispensed by me, according 
to the good pleasure of my Father). 

24. And when the ten heard it ( i.e. what these had 
asked), they were moved with indignation against the two 
brethren (for thus attempting to get that which they thought 
themselves as worthy of as they). 

-25. But Jesus (perceiving this) called them unto him, 
and said, [ 5 ] Ye know that the princes of the gentiles ex- 
ercise dominion over thenv and they that are great exer- 
cise authority upon them (at their pleasure, and so you ex- 
pect it will be in my kingdom, especially as to the gentiles, 
that you Jews shall be lords over them, and they shall be 
your servants). 

26. But (let me tell you) it shall not be so among you 
(in the administration of my kingdom): but whosoever will 
be great among you (in my kingdom), let him be your 
minister ; 

27. And w r hosocver will be chief among you, let him be 
your servant (for the chiefest officers in my kingdom are 
only the doing the greatest services to, and ministers for the 
good of others): 

28. (It therefore must be with them) even as (it is with) 
the Son of man (who) came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, [ 6 ] and to give his life a ransom for many. 

29. And as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude 
followed him. 

30. And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way-side, 
when they heard that Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, 
Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David. 

31. And the multitude rebuked them, because (that) they 
should hold their peace; but they cried the more, saying, 
Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David. 

32. And (then) Jesus stood still, and called them, and 
said, What will yo that I should do unto you ? 

33. They said unto him, Lord, (our request is) that our 
Cyes maybe opened. 

34. So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their 
eyes: and immediately their eyes received their sight, and 
they followed him. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XX. 

* [*] Ver. 1. THE kingdom of heaven is like to a man that 
is a householder.] Something like this parable being to be 
found in the Jerusalem Talmud, as are many other of these 
parables in some of their ancient books, Mr. Clerc thinks 
it fitter to say, they afterward used them in imitation of 
Christ, than that Christ, who was an inspired teacher, 
should take them from the Jews. But (1.) whoever consi- 
ders the hatred they bore to Christ, will scarce believe they 
would be concerned to imitate his sayings ; and seeing this 
inspired teacher made frequent use of their proverbs, and, 



as some learned men aver, took almost the whole Lord's 
prayer from the prayers nsed by the Jews; why might not 
he, who used their parabolical way of teaching, by his Di- 
vine wisdom apply such of their parables as ho saw proper 
for that purpose, to resemble the spiritual matter of his 
kingdom, they being such as would be less offensive, and 
better be remembered because used by them, and fami- 
liar to them? To proceed then to the critical remarks upon 
this parable, and so on to the import of it: note, 

First, That these words, these last, fxtav $>pav Inoinaav, 
arc well rendered, have wrought one hour, for so iroulv sig- 
nifies, as Dr. Hammond notes in these words of the book 
of Ruth, irov iirotr}aag, where hast thou wrought? (Ruth ii. 
19.) and she shewed her mother wov liroin<jh where she 
wrought, and the name of theman ptS? ov liroincrt, with whom 
she wrought; and in the book Ecclesiastcs 7ro%ca is still a- 
work, and iroiuv to work; so to 7roti?//a to Tni?oii)iilvov xrrrb 
TovyXtov is,- the work wrought under the sun, Eccles. ii. 17. 
iv. 3. viii; 9. and iii. 9. so profit is rov ttoiovvtos, to him 
that worketh in that which he laboureth. Note, 

Secondly, That 6<p0a\fxbg dyabbg, ver. 15. is a liberal or 
bounteous eye. So Ecclus. xxxv. 8. glorify God Iv 6^0aX- 
fi$ ayaOy, by thy bounty. So y\to W is benignus oculus, 
(see Buxt. in voce ]y see Dr. Hammond, note b.) and 
b<p^a\fxbg novripbg is the envious eye. (See note on Matt, 
vi. 22.) 

Thirdly, That the *cXrjroi here, are those who were called 
by Christ and his apostles to the marriage-feast or supper 
of the gospel, offered to them with all its benefits, and yet 
slighted and refused by them, Luke xiv. 18. The ticAticroi 
those among the Jews who embraced this call, and so 
are called by St. Paul ctcXoyn the election, and a remnant, 
icar ItcXoyrjv, according to the election of grace; (Rom. xi. 
6, 7.) and by St. Peter, the elect. (1 Pet. i. 1. ii. 9.) For 
the import of this parable seems to be this, — that the Jews, 
who were first called to be God's people, and to whom the 
gospel was first preached, and the blessings of the Messiah 
first offered, shall be, for their unbelief, rejected from 
being God's people, and so shall be the last in God's es- 
teem, and shall be only made partakers of these blessings 
at the last; but the gentiles, who therefore came not in be- 
fore, because they were not called before, shall accept the 
gracious offer, and so become God's church and people, 
and be preferred before the Jews, and first partake of the 
blessings of the gospel: so that they who gloried in the 
title of being the first-born of God, and those who had 
served him so long, and therefore murmured that the gen- 
tiles should be admitted to the same privileges and favour 
with them, and that without circumcision or obedience to 
the law of Moses, and did on that account reject the gos- 
pel, shall themselves be rejected, and put last; for, though 
many of them are called both in Judea, and throughout 
their dispersions, yet few of them do or will accept that 
call, or embrace the Christian faith. That this is the true 
import of this parable, we learn (1.) from the connective 
particle yap for, which begins this chapter, and thereby 
shews this parable is designed to prove what was said in 
the last verse of the former chapter, and is repeated in the 
close of this parable, ver. 16. viz. That many which were 
first shall be last, and the last shall be first. And that this 

I relates to the calling in of the gentiles, and the rejection of 
the Jews, is evident from these words, Luke xiii. 28 — 30. 
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So there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye 
shall see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, 
in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves cast out. And 
they shall come from the east and the west, from the north 
and south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God. And, 
behold, there are last which shall be first, andfirst which shall 
be last. For in these words Christ plainly shews that the 
gospel should be received by the gentiles dispersed through 
all parts of the earth, and they should become the seed of 
Abraham by faith, whilst the Jews should be excluded from 
that kingdom, and by this, the last shall be made first, and 
the first last ; aid the reason of this, added ver. 16. for 
many are called, but few chosen, must respect the same 
Jews. Moreover, that this parable cannot relate to the 
rewards of another world, is evident from this,, that amongst 
them who receive those rewards, there can be no murmur- 
ing as here against God, ver. 11. no evil eye, or envy at 
the felicity of, or kindness shewed to, others, as here, ver. 
15. But the very preaching of the gospel to the gentiles 
was a great mystery ; (Rom. xvi. 25, 26. Eph. iii. 4—6. 
ITim. iii. 16.) for even the first believers preached only 
to the Jews ; (Acts xi. 19.) St. Peter durst not do it till 
God by a vision told him that he should ; (Acts x.) and 
when he had done it, those of the circumcision condemn 
him for it. (Acts xi. 2, 3.) The unbelieving Jews could 
not hear it from St. Paul, without crying out, Away toith 
such a fellow, it is not fit that he should live: (Acts xxii. 
21, 22.) and therefore they forbade the apostles to preach 
to the gentiles that they might be saved. (1 Thess. ii. 16.) 
Yea, even the believing Jews murmured at their admission 
to the like privileges with them, without circumcision, 
and the observance of the law of Moses, and made great 
schisms in all the churches of the gentiles upon that ac- 
count ; and the unbelieving Jews were enemies to the gos- 
pel for their sakes. (Rom. xi. 28.) This therefore seems 
to be the cause of the murmuring, and evil eye, mentioned 
in this parable, which, saith Christ, was wholly without 
cause, since they had not the less share of the blessings of 
Abraham, and of the Messiah, because the gentiles also, 
through God's free grace and favour to them, were made 
partakers of them. Note also, that the words, I will give 
to these last as unto thee, do not signify that God would 
give the blessings of the gospel to these murmuring Jews, 
the kingdom of God to be taken from them, and they being 
to be cast out into outer darkness; but only that they should 
be offered to both equally, and conferred upon them on the 
same terms of faith, there being no distinction betwixt Jew 
and gentile in the gospel dispensation, as under the law 
there was. 

The kingdom of heaven is like, &c] The two expositions 
of the fathers, viz. (1.) that they who were called at the first 
hour, were Adam and Eve, or Enoch and Noah; they at the 
second, were Abraham and the patriarchs ; they at the sixth, 
were Moses and the Jews; they at the ninth, the prophets: 
or (2.) that this relates to the several ages of man ; to those 
who are called in their infancy, as Samuel and the Baptist ; 
or in their youth, manhood, middle age, old age, — cannot 
be true. Not the first, though it be as ancient as Origen, if 
not as Ircnacus ;* because this is a parable of the kingdom 
of heaven, and therefore can only respect those times when 



* Lib. ir. cap. 70. 



the kingdom of heaven was come among them : (2.) be- 
cause of those many that were called, feio were chosen; 
which is not true of those said by this exposition to be 
called at the first, third, and the ninth hour : not the second ; 
because this, plainly is a parable relating to the Jewish 
nation, (ver. 16.) and therefore not to all persons called in 
all ages and places of the world. 

Ver. 15. 'Ev roig t/xoTc.] This, saith Dr. Mills from his 
Vulgate, is V commentarius non tcxtus," a commentary 
added to the text; but these words are found in Origen on 
Matt. p. 407. in Chrysostom, Thcophylact, and in all the 
other versions, i 

[ 2 ] Ver. 20. Then came to him the mother of Zebedees 
children, desiring, Ver. 21. that her two sons might sit one 
on his right hand, the other on his left in his kingdom^ How 
this is to be reconciled with Mark x. 35. see there. To sit 
on his right hand and on his left, is to have the most emi- 
nent places of dignity and honour after him; thus Solomon 
placed his mother on his right hand when he sat upon 
the throne, 1 Kings ii. 19. to which alludes that of Psal. 
xlv. 9. upon his right hand stands the queen in gold of Ophir; 
and that among the Persians was /xtO' avrov %%uv irpoazdpiav, 
to have the first seat after the king, (Joseph. Antiq. lib. xi. 
cap. 4.) Szirtpov kqSY&o-Scu Aapiov, to sit next Darius, or 
lx<yi£voe avrov, to sit by him. (Esd. iii. 7. iv. 42.) This the 
mother might be encouraged to ask, because of their alli- 
ance to Christ, and because she was a continual follower 
of him, and served him so diligently ; and she might expect 
they should be eminent in his kingdom, because Christ had 
called them sons of thunder, (Mark iii. 17.) and had admitted 
them and Peter at his transfiguration, (Matt. xvii. 1.) and at 
other times, (Mark v. 37.) when the rest of the disciples 
were excluded: however, the rest hearing of this ambitious 
request of the two brethren, and being as desirous, and, in 
their own opinion, as worthy of the same honour, as their 
frequent contentions about it testified, they had indignation 
against .them, (ver. 24,) Now from this whole matter it ap- 
pears, that noneof Christ's disciples imagined he had pro- 
mised the supremacy to Peter, by those words, Thou art 
Peter? for then neither would these two persons have de- 
sired it, nor would the rest have contended for it afterward. 
(Luke xxii. 24.) r . \ 

£ 3 ] Ver. 22. AvvaaBt wuiv to iroryptov, o lyw pAXco irtvuv,- 
Koi to fiairTKTfia, &c. Can you drink of the c%ip that I am 
about to drink of, and be baptized with the baptism with 
which I shall be baptized?] The word cup, among sacred 
and profane authors, signifies the portion whether of good 
or evil which befals men in this world; expressed by Ho- 
mer and others by two cups in the hands of Jupiter, of which 

Aotoi yap rt mOo) KaTatalarat Iv Aioc ovSzi 
AtLpMV, ola BiSoxn Kcticiov' tripos St iawv. 

II. o). 525. 

(See Plutarch 7r£p(^vyfic,p.600.C.) Accordingly thePsalmist 
saith, In the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is 
red, andhepoureth out the same; fyktvtv k roirovug rovro, 
liepoureth out from one into the other, saith the Septuagint; 
but the dregs thereof shall tike wicked drink. (Psal. lxxv. 8.) 
Fire and brimstone, storm and tempest, being the portion of 
their cup. To drink of this cup, is to have a measure of 
afflictions; and to drink of the same cup, is to have the same 
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measure of afflictions: as in these words of Plautus,* (< Ut 
senex hoc eodem poculo, quo ego bibo, liberet," That the 
old man might drink of the, same cup with me. (Sec the use 
of this phrase, Isa. li. 17. 22. Jer. xxv. 15. 17. 28. Lam. 
iv.21. Ezck. xxiii.31— 33. Matt, xxvi.39. 42. John xviii. 
11. Rev. xiv. 10. xvi. 19. xviii. G. and Taubman on Plau- 
tus, lludent. iii. 6.) 

This phrase among the Jews, from whom we have reason 
to conceive our Lord received it, signifies, " lethale pocu- 
lum bibere," or to taste of death; as when Christ saith, 
Father, if it be thy pleasure, let this cup pass from me. Thus 
R. Caiia comforts R.Lakis, concerning the death of his 
child, by saying, of this cup, "multi biberunt, multi bibent," 
many have drank, and many shall drink. It follows, teal to 
(iaTrTKTfia 3 iyio fianTiZofiai, fiaTrnaQiivai; which words, saith 
Dr. Mills, belong not to St. Matthew, but St. Mark; they 
being wanting in the Vulgar, St. Jerome, and, saith he, in 
Origen, who, after he had cited these words, Suva<x3r£ muv 
to worjjQtov 3 lyto fiiXko) ttizIv, adds, ?/ <!>c 6 Mapicoc avly/oai/*, 
u lyw wivd), kol to j3a7TT(ff/Lza teal Ta I?tjc ; though there it be un- 
certain, whether Origen cites Mark for the omission of the 
latter clause, or only for the change of fxiWu) ttiuv into ttIvw. 
However, these words are found both in the twenty-second 
and twenty-third verses in Chrysostom and Theophylact, 
and in Basilius Seleucensis, horn. 24. p. 134. And again in 
Chrysostom, ed. Mor. torn. i. p. 381, 382. and in the Syriac 
and Arabic versions. And seeing they are introduced by 
St. Mark thus, But Jesiis said unto them, Can ye drink, &c. 
and can yo be baptized, &c. they were certainly spoken to 
them by our Lord ; and why then should not St. Matthew 
relate them as our Saviour spake them? 

The metaphor of baptism, or immersion in waters, or 
being put under floods, is also familiar in Scripture, to sig- 
nify a person overwhelmed with calamities; as when the 
Psalmist complains, that the waves had gone over him, 
Psal. xlii. 7. that he was come into deep waters, Psal. lxix. 
2. seo Psal. lxxxviii. 7. Cant. viii. 7. Jer. xlvii. 2. Ezek. 
xxvi. 19. Dan. ix. 26. Jonah ii. 3. And in this sense Christ 
saith of his death, I have a baptism to be baptized with. 
(Luke xii. 50.) Of this cup the apostle James drank when 
he was killed by the sword of Herod; (Acts xii. 2.) and 
St. John, when he was put into a furnace of hot oil, exiled 
to Patmds, and suffered many other things for the name of 
Jesus. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 23. But to sit on my right hand and on my left, is 
not mine to give ; ovk iariv tfxbv dovvai, a\X olc vroifxaarat iwo 
tov iraTp6g fxov, but to them for whom it is prepared of my 
Father.] The Arians of old, and the Socinians at present, 
hence note, that Christ here signifies that there is some 
power which the Father hath reserved to himself, and hath 
not committed to him ; whence, say they, it follows, that he 
cannot be the same God which the Father is; because he 
hath not the same power which the Father hath. But to 
this it is answered, that Christ cannot be hero supposed to 
deny this power to himself, for then he must contradict 
himself when ho says, (Luke xxii. 29, 30.) I dispose to you 
a kingdom,— that you may sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel; and, (Rev. iii. 2L) To him that over- 
cometh will I give to sit upon my throne, as I have overcome, 
and sit with my Father on his throne ; and surely he to whom 



* Cas. act. 5. sect. 2. 
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all power in heaven and earth is given, must have power to 
appoint the ministers of his kingdom; whence the apostle 
saith, there be divers administrations, but the same Lord of 
them ; (1 Cor. xii. 5.) Christ therefore only saith, he could 
give this to them only for whom it was appointed of his Fa- 
ther; and this ho says not to signify a defect of power, but 
a perfect conformity to his Father's will ; and that he could 
not do this without the motion and energy of the Divine 
nature, which he calls the Father, abiding in him, saying,- 
Tlie Son can do nothing of himself but what he sees the Fa- 
ther do, (John v. 19, 20.) and can speak only what he hath 
heard from the Father; (John viii. 38.) which rather shews 
that the Divine essence abideth in him, than that there is 
any want of power in him. 

\f] Ver. 25. Ye know that oi apxovrzg rwv iOv&v Karaicu- 
Qtivovatv avrwv, kcl\ ol [xtyakoi KaT^ovata^ovatv ai)Tu>v f the 
rulers of the gentiles have dominion over them, and they that 
are great exercise authority over them: but it shall not be so 
among you.] Here, saith Woltzogenius, we may clearly 
perceive that Christ, in the person of his apostles, under- 
stands all his faithful people, and forbids them, who will be 
his subjects, the exercise of all civil dominion ; which is cer- 
tainly false, since then he had forbid the dominion of pa- 
rents over their children, and of masters over their ser- 
vants; the contrary to which is evident from Eph. vi. 1. 5. 
Colos. iii. 22. 1 Tim. vi. 1. where the power of parents 
over their children, and of masters over their servants, is 
confirmed. 

Secondly, If by these words the civil magistracy should 
be forbidden in a Christian commonwealth, all order, all 
defence of good men, and punishment of evil-doers, would 
be taken away. For what must be done in this case ; must 
the civil government of Christians be put into the hands of 
heathens? "I see no cause (saith Schlictingius) why a 
Christian should not rather exercise it than any other man ; 
for who is better than a Christian? Who, in the use of this 
authority, will be more just and moderate? Who more di- 
ligent in defending the good, and especially those Christ- 
ians who are God's peculiar people ? Who is fitter to 
promote Christian truth and piety? When the whole realm 
is Christian, can it be better to commit the government to 
an adversary, than to an abettor of Christianity ? Since God 
would have kings themselves to come to the knowledge of 
the truth, would he require them at the same time to lay 
aside their government? What could render them more 
alien from the Christian faith, or be a greater reproach to 
Christianity, than to say it forbade them that government 
which is instituted by the law of nature, and is so neces- 
sary for all people ? And how contrary is this to that pre- 
diction, that kings should be their nursing fathers? More- 
over, it is certain that the exercise of this civil power can 
be no evil thing; since he who doth it is God's vicegerent, 
the ordinance of God, the minister of God for good ; who 
then would have all Christians discharged from what is 
lawful in itself, and highly beneficial to them, and not ra- 
ther wish that all kings were Christians, or that only Christ- 
ians might be kings V And whereas Woltzogenius adds, 
that this empire consists not with Christian humility, which 
calls us to minister to others ; now to command and mi- 
nister is inconsistent ; I answer, that government is so far 
from being inconsistent with ministry, that all government, 
whose end is not our private, but the good of others, is, in 
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respect of them, a ministry; hence is the highest power 
styled the minister of God for good to them,and said \urovp- 
yuv to serve, or officiate, for that very end. (Rom. xiii. 6.) 

But why then, saith he, did not Christ, the head and king 
of the church, exercise this office? I answer, who knows 
not that he is King of kings, and Lord of lords, and is now 
in the actual exercise of his kingly office ? He did not in- 
deed exercise this dominion upon earth, because his king- 
dom tvas not of this tvorld, and he would give no umbrage 
to Caesar or the Jews, that he affected such a thing ; and 
partly because he was to exercise his prophetic office upon 
earth, and go from his sufferings to the glory of his king- 
dom, and leave us an example of patience and humility, 
and of contempt of worldly grandeur. 

Secondly, It is certain that this text cannot condemn all 
ecclesiastical government, that being as necessary to an ec- 
clesiastical society or community, as civil government to a 
civil society ; hence among gifts distributed for the use of 
the church, wc read of governments, 1 Cor. xii. 28. we find 
the apostles had their rod, 1 Cor. iv. 21. and power given 
of the Lord, 2 Cor. x. 8. xiii. 10. to deliver to Satan, 1 Cor. 
v. 5. 2 Tim. i. 20. and to revenge all unrighteousness, 2 Cor. 
x. 6. And we have mention of those who are over us in the 
Lord, 1 Thess. v. 12. and who are fiyoifxtvoi governors, to 
whom wc must yield obedience, and submit ourselves, Heb. 
xiii. 7. 17. and without this, that Christian discipline, on 
which the welfare of the church depends, could not be 
exercised. Nor, 

Thirdly, Do I think Christ only here forbiddcth such do* 
minion as is attended with tyranny, oppression, and con- 
tempt of their subjects, as some collect from the words 
Karatcvpuvuv and KaTt%ovmaZ>uv, which, say they, bear that 
sense, Neh. v. 14, 15. ix. 37. Ezra vii. 24. Psal. x. 5. 10. 
Ecclus.xx. 8. (1.) Because St. Luke, xxii. 25. uses only the 
woTds Kvpuiuv and l%ovcnaZ>uv, which bear no such ill sense. 
(2.) Because kings and governors among the gentiles, and 
much less among the Jews, were not always guilty of this 
maladministration. And (3.) because Christ docs not 
oppose unto their government a just dominion, but a mi- 
nistry only. (4.) Observe, that zKovcriaZuv, Neh. ix. 37. 
doth plainly signify, to govern them according to their 
will ; and this was plainly the government which ob- 
tained in the eastern nations, the will of those kings was 
their law; and for this reason were they styled auroKparopcc. 
Whereas your office being only to make known my will, 
you, saith Christ, shall have no such government, no do- 
minion over the faith of others, (2 Cor. i. 24.) shall com- 
mand nothing for mere will and pleasure, but your whole 
office shall consist in being ministers for the good of others. 
Whence, saith the apostle, WJiat is Paul, wliat is Apollos, 
but diaKovoi, ministers by whom ye believed? (1 Cor. iii. 5.) 
And we ourselves are your servants (saith he) for Jesus' sake. 
(2 Cor. iv. 5.) Hence arc they so often styled ministers, 
and their work a ministry to the saints, to the gentiles, to 
the church. And therefore, saith Christ, all the office any 
man can have in my kingdom, can be only a larger ministry 
to others ; and in this he truly will resemble me, who came 
not to be ministered to, but to minister. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 28. Even as the Son of man came not to be mi- 
nistered unto, but to minister; ical Sovvai tjjv $vxvv axrrov 
XvrpovavTl 7r6Xkwv,and to give his life a ransom for many.'} 
Here note, 



First, That whereas it is said here, that Christ gave his 
life a ransom for many ; and, xxvi. 28. that his blood was 
shed/or many : and, Heb. ix. 28. that Christ was once of* • 
fered to take away the sins of many : it doth not hence 
follow, that Christ died not for all; the word iroX\6i,many, 
being in other places used where all are certainly included. 
Thus when it is said, Dan. xii. 2. That many who sleep in 
the dust shall arise, some to .everlasting life, and some to 
everlasting shame. This is certainly equivalent to that of 
Christ, John v. 28, 29. The hour cometh, that all that sleep 
in the grave shall hear the voice of the Son of man, and shall 
come forth; they that have done good, to the resurrection of 
life ; and they that have done evil, to the resurrection of con- 
demnation. When it is said, Rom. v. 15. that through the 
offence of one, many died; this is equivalent to that of the 
same apostle, that in Adam all men died, 1 Cor. xv. 22. 
And when it is said, ver. 19. that by the disobedience of one, 
many were made sinners; this is certainly equivalent to 
what is said, ver. 12. Death passed upon all men, through 
that one man in tvhom all have sinned. Note, 

Secondly, That from these words, he gave his life, Xvzpov 
avTi ttoXXwv, a ransom for many, it is evident, that Christ 
suffered in our stead, and gave his life instead of our lives, 
obnoxious to death, the wages of sin, as is largely proved, 
note on those words, 1 Tim. ii. 6. he gave himself, avriXv- 
Tpov iirtp iravT<i)v,a ransom for all; and will be farther 
evident from the like expressions in Scripture, in Jewish 
and in heathen authors. Thus, Josh. ii. 14. the agreement 
betwixt Rahab and the spies runs thus, v $v£fj vfi&v uc 
Sdvarov, Let our lives die instead of yours, if ye utter not 
our business. So when Eleazar dicd ; he is introduced by 
Josephus * Speaking thus, KaOapcriov avrwv iroiriaai to 17//WV 
al/xa, kclI avrl ^v^wv airwv Aaj3«v ttjv Ifxrjv \pvxwv* That God 
would accept his blood as a propitiatory sacrifice for the 
Jews, and take his life instead of their lives. So Alcestis f 
saith to Admctus, In honour of thee I die, that thou, avrl 
riic c/xijc $vxve, mightest live instead of me. And Porphyry, J 
from Asclcpiadcs, says, That the first sacrifices were offered, 

V7TO TIVO.Q KCLlpOVG ^V^TJV CLVTl $V)(r\Q CUTOVjU^VOVC, O/l SOMe OCCa- 

sions requiring life for life. (See more of this, Outram de 
Sacr. lib. i. cap. 22. and Pears. Vindiciae Ignat. par. ii. 
cap. 15. p. 20G— 208.) This being then the constant opi- 
nion both of Jews and gentiles, that their piacular victims 
were \vrpa and avTiXvrpa, ransoms for the life of the sin- 
ner ; and that he who gave his life for another, suffered in 
his stead, and to preserve him from death ; they could not 
otherwise judge, but that our Lord intended by this expres- 
sion, to signify that he gave his life instead of the lives of 
those for whom he suffered. Vain here are the Socinians, 
when they say, this price was to be paid to Satan, who de- 
tained us captive ; for the price is only to be paid to him 
that retains the captive, when he doth this for gain, to make 
money of him, as the Turks now do at Tripoli and Algiers, 
not when a man is detained in custody or prison, for viola- 
tion of a law; for then it is not the gaoler, but the legis- 
lator, to whom the price of his redemption must be paid, 
or satisfaction made. And Crcllius in vain denies, that 
this price was paid to God, for Christ became our ransom, 
as he offered up his life and blood for us ; now he gave him- 
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self a sacrifice andoblation to God; (Eph. v. 2.) heojfered 
himself without spot to God; (Hcb. ix. 14.) he therefore 
paid the price of our redemption to God. 

CHAP. XXL 

1. xV.XD when Ihey drew nigh to Jerusalem, and. were 
come (through Bethany) to Bethphage, to the mount of 
Olives, then sent Jesus two (of his) disciples, (Mark x. 1. 
Luke xix. 29.) 

2. Saying to them, Go into the [*] village over against 
you, and straightway entering (into it) ye shall find [ 2 ] an 
ass tied, and a colt (tied) with her, (on which never man 
*sat, Mark xi. 2.) loose them, and bring them unto me. 
<■ 3. And if any man say aught to you (asking, tvhy you 
do this, Mark xi. 3.) yc shall say, The Lord hath need of 
them; and straightway (hearing that) he will send them. 

4. All this was done (by Christ), that it might be [ 3 ] ful- 
filled which was spoken by the prophet (Zachary y ix. 9.) 
saying, 

5. Tell ye the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy King comcth 
to thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and (that is) a 
colt the foal of an ass. 

6. And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded 
them ; (and they found the colt tied by the door without, in a 
place where two ways met, and they loosed him, Mark xi. 4. 
And the owners of the colt standing by, said, Why do ye 
loose the colt ? ver. 5. And the disciples answered, We do 
as Jesus, who hath need of them, commanded us; and then they 
suffered them, ver. G. ' Luke xix. 31. 34.) 

7. And (so they) brought the ass, and the colt, and put 
on ( one of) [ 4 ] them (to wit. the colt) their clothes, and 
they set him thereon. 

8.- And a very great multitude [ 5 ] spread their garments 
in the way ; others cut down branches from the trees, and 
strewed them in the way: (as before a king. And as he was 
going down to the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of 
his disciples began to praise God tvith a loud voice, for all 
the wonderful things that they had seen, Luke xix. 37.) 
' 9. And the multitudes that went before, and that followed 
(after), cried, saying, (as they did usually at the feast of 
tabernacles,) Hosanna to the Son of David : Blessed is 
(be) he that comcth in the name of the Lord ; Hosanna in 
the highest (wishing prosperity to him, and his kingdom, 
from him that dwells in the highest heaven). 

10. And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city 
was moved, saying, Who is this? 

11. And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet 
of Nazareth, (a city) of Galilee. 

12. And Jesus went (the next day, Mark xi. 12.) into the 
temple of God, and [ 6 ] cast out all them that sold and 
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money- 
changers, and the.scats of them that sold doves, 

13. And said to them, It is written, [*] My house shall 
be called the house of prayer, (for all nations, Isa. lvi. 7.) 
but ye (by these jyractices) have made it a den of thieves 
fi. e. by turning it into a place of unjust gain, you have 
verified the complaint of the prophet Jeremy, vii.ll. that 
it was become a den of robbers). 

14. And the blind and the lame came to him in the tem- 
ple; and he healed them. 

15. And when the chief priests and scribes saw the won- 



derful things that he did, and the children crying in the 
temple, and saying, Hosanna t«j the Son of David; they 
were sore displeased, 

10. And said to him, Hearest thou what these say? 
(Rebuke them for it, Luke xix. 39.) And Jesus saith unto 
them, Yea, (I hear themfulfilling theprophecy of the Psalm- 
ist; for) [ 8 ] have yc never read (the words, Psal. viii. 2.) 
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast per- 
fected praise ? (They therefore are excited by him to do that 
which your malice will not suffer you to do for the glory of 
God.) 

17. And (having said this) he left them, and went out of 
the city into Bethany ; and he lodged there, (with his disci- 
ples, Mark xi. 11.) 

18. Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he 
hungered. 

19. And when he saw a fig-tree in the way, he came to 
it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and (he) 
said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for 
ever. And presently the fig-tree withered away ; (by this ex- 
ample shewing, that the Jewish nation, which, being watered 
with the gospel, brought forth no answer able fruit, was nigh 
unto cursing, and would sitdderily be rejected by God, Hcb. 
vi. 8.) 

20. And when (Peter, Mark xi. 21. and) the disciples 
saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig-tree 
withered away! 

21. Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, p] If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not 
only (be able to) do this which is done to the fig-tree, but 
also if ye shall say to this mountain, Be thou removed, and 
be thou cast into the sea ; it shall be (so) done. 

22. And all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive. 

23. And when he was come into the temple, the chief 
priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said, [ 10 ] By what authority doest thou these 
things? and who gave thee this authority? (thus to con- 
trol tts, and reprove our practices, to tvhom the government 
of the temple and of the people is committed.) 

24. And Jesus answered and said to them, I also will 
ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, T in like wise will 
tell you by what authority I do these things ; (or, you may 
discern this without my telling you, for John bore witness to 
vie, John v. 33.) 

. 25. Tho ["] baptism of John, whence was it? from (the 
God of) heaven, or of men (only)? And they reasoned 
with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he 
will say to us, Why did ye not then believe him ? 

2G. But if we shall say, Of men ; we fear ( lest we should 
be stoned by) the people ; for all hold John as a prophet. - 

27. And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. 
And he said to them, Neither tell I you by what authority 
I do these things. 

28. But what think you (of the parable, which fitly 
represents your stubbornness in rejecting the doctrine of 
John)? [ 19 ] A certain man had two sons; and he came to 
the first, and said (to him), Son, go work to-day in my 
vineyard. 

29. He answered and said (to his father), I will not : 
but afterward he repented (of his undutiful denial), and 
went. 
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30. And he came to the second, and said likewise. And 
he answered and said, I go, sir : and ( but he) went not. 

31. Whether of them twain did the will of his father? 
They said unto him, The first (only). Jesus saith to them, 
(You fitly resemble the second son; and the publicans, 
whom ye so much despise, are liker to the first j for) verily 
I say unto you, That the publicans and harlots (hearing t 
John, saying, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand; 
and repenting) go intx> the kingdom of God before you 
(who are so far from going before them in obedience to this 
command of God by John, that you despise it). 

32. For [ 13 ] J©hn came to ,you (to instruct you) in the 
way of righteousness, and ye believed him not; but the pub- 
licans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had 
seen (them do) it, repented not afterward that ye (also) 
might believe him. 

33. Hear another parable (resembling God's kind deal- 
ings with you, and your evil returns to him): [ u ] There was 
a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and 
hedged it round about, and digged a wine-press in it, and 
built a tower (in it), and let it out to husbandmen, and 
went into a far country. 

34. And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent 
(successively) his servants to the, husbandmen, that they 
might receive the fruits of it. 

35.. And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, 
and killed another, and stoned another, (as you have dealt 
with the prophets, Matt. v. 12.) 

36. Again, he sent other servants more than the first : and 
they did to them likewise ; (in this also resembling you ; for 
which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? Acts 
vii. 52.) 

37. But last of all he sent to them his (only) son, say- 
ing, (Perhaps) they will reverence my son. 

38. But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said 
among themselves, This is the heir ; come, let us kill him, 
and let us seize on his inheritance. 

39. And (accordingly) they caught him, and cast him out 
of the vineyard, and slew him, (as you will do, xx. 18.) 

40. When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, 
what (think you) will he do to those husbandmen? 

. 41. [ 15 ] They say to him, He will miserably destroy those 
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard to other husband- 
men, who shall render him the fruits (of it) in their seasons. 

42. Jesus saith to them, Did you never read in the Scrip- 
tures (those words recorded, Psal. cxviii. 22.) The. stone 
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head ► 
of the corner : this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvel- 
lous in our eyes ? ( Now you are those builders, and I, whom 
you reject, am that chief cornerstone.) 

43. [ l6 ] Therefore say I to you, The kingdom of God 
shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof. 

44. And whoever shall [ I7 ] fall on (or stumble at) this stone 
(or through ignorance, or the prejudices he hath received 
from you, shall continue in his unbelief) shall be broken , 
(by it):M\t on whomsoever it shall fall (in vengeance, as 
it will heavily upon you), it will grind him to powder. 

45. And when the chief priests and pharisces had heard 
his parables, they perceived (at the last) that he spake of 
(what should befal) them. 

46. But when they sought to lay hands on him, they 
vol, v. 



feared the multitude, because they took him for a prophet 
(and this at present restrained them from so doing). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXI. 

[}] Ver. 2. IlOPEY'eHTE «c rqv kwjutjv, tt\v airivavn v/iwv' 4 
Go to the village over against you.] This could not be 
Jerusalem that was against Christ and his apostles, as 
some gloss the words; that being not a village, but a city ; 
but, as the Arabian geographer * informs us, it was a little 
village two miles distant from the mount of Olives towards 
the south. (See Bochart. Hieroz. lib. ii. cap. 17. col. 210.) . 

[ 2 ] EvpTJexere ovov SeSfjUfvrjv, kcu ttwXov fier avr?ic> Ye shall 
find an ass bound.'] Seeing all the other evangelists testify, 
that the colt was bound, the words of St. Matthew must be 
filled up thus, And a colt bound with her. 

Note also, that the other evangelists make mention only . 
of the colt, because our Saviour sat upon him only. (See 
note on ver. 7.) , Note also, here, a wonderful instance of 
Christ's prescience in the minutest matters, viz. 1. You 
shall find a colt ; 2.. on which no man ever sat; 3. bound. 
with his mother; 4. in bivio; 5. as you enter into the vil-' 
lage; k 6. the owners of which shall at first seem unwilling' 
that you shall unbind him; 7. but when they hear the Lord,, 
hath need of him, they will let him go. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 4. All this was done, ha ir\r]pw9§ rb pr\Qlv ha rov ♦ 
irpo<j>rjrov, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet, — meek, and sitting, liri ovov, teal ttwXov, upon an * 
ass, and upon a colt, the foal of an ass.] John xii. 15. Sit- L 
ting tTriirwXov ovov, upon the foal of an ass, which makes it 
.reasonable to conceive that k<u here signifies, id est, as vau\ 
oft does. (See note on Coloss. i. 2.) Moreover, here note, 
(1.) that the ancient Jews refer this place of Zachary ix. ' 
9. to the Messias. So Midras Coheleth, in Eccles. i. 9. 
Such as our first redeemer was (i. e. Moses), such shall be , 
the last (the Messiah) ; , the first set his wife and children 
upon an ass, (Exod. iv. 20.) and so it shall be with the last; 
of whom it is said, (Zeeh. ix. 9.) He is poor, and sitting 
upon an ass.. Naehmonides in Midras, upon Gen. xlix. 
saith, Tlie' Messias is he of whom it is said, He is poor, and 
sitting upon an a$$. This was a thing so well known, that 
they in the Talmudf introduce Sapores, king of the Persi- 
ans, speaking thus to the Jews, You say, That your Messias 
shall come upon an ass, I will send him a horse. See more 
to this purpose in Bochart. Hieroz. lib. ii. cap. 17. col. 213, ' 
214. Note also hence from St. Chrysostom,J an argument, 
that our Jesus was their true Messiah ; they being not able 
to. shew any other that came thus to them. (See Examen 
Millii here.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 6, 7. They brought the ass and the colt, kcu £7r£- 
0r}Kav'l7ravw avrwv, and set him upon them.] 'E7r' avrij>, upon * 
him, Mark xi. 7. liri rbv 7rwXov, upon the colt, Luke xxix. 
35. it seeming not probable to most interpreters, ;that in ** 
so short a journey Christ should ride upon them both; and 
three evangelists mentioning only one, it seems necessary ; 
here, to admit of the figure called enallage numeri, frequent 
in other places ; so the ark rested upon the mountains of 
Ararat, Gen. viii. 3. t. e. upon one of them; the cities. in 
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which Lot dwelt, Gen.xix. 29. i. e. in one of which. (See 
Gen.*xxjij. C. Josh. vii. 1. Matt, xxvii. 44. Luko xxiii. 39. 
John xii. 14.) St. Matthew seems to add both, either in 
compliance with tho words of the prophet, or because he 
sat upon tho colt, the ass going along with him, though 
Thcophylact.saith they sat him l-navv t&v Ifxariwy, upon the 
garments. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 8. And a very great multitude, ttrrpaxrav iavrvv ra 
Ijuana Iv ry o&£, strewed their garments in the way; others 
cut down branches.] Here observe, that this strewing of 
clothes, flowers, and branches in the way, were ceremonies 
used towards great men, and especially to kings and em- 
perors : thus, saith Herodotus,* they went before Xerxes, 
passing over tho Hellespont, nvpaivr\ai vropovvTsg ttjv odbv, 
strewing the way with myrtle-branches: thus when Cato 
left his soldiers to return to Rome, vttotISovpi tu IfiaTta rote 
womv y (SaSlZoi, they laid their garments in the rvay; which, 
saith PIutarch,+ was an honour then done only rwv avTOkpa- 
Topoiv okiyote, to few emperors. And when tho captains 
proclaimed Jehu king, they put their garments under him. 
(2 Kings ix. 13.) This therefore the people do now to 
Jesus, as being to proclaim him the king Messiah. (2.) 
Observe, that at the feast of tabernacles, it was the custom 
of the Jews, not only to sing hosannas with the greatest 
joy, but also to carry branches in their hands, desiring, as 
the Jews still wish to do at this feast, that they may thus 
rejoice at the coming of their Messiah; whence, owning 
Jesus for the person, they use the hosannas and the rites 
observed at that feast, wishing prosperity to him and his 
kingdom, from him that dwelleth lv toIq vipurroig, in the 
highest heavens. (Luke xix. 38.) 

[ 6 ] Vcr. 12. And Jesus ivent into the temple of God, kol 
i%ij$a\e 7ravrag rot»c TraAovvrag teal ayopaZovrag iv r<£> hpy, 
and cast out all those that bought and sold in the temple, 
and overthrew the tables of the money-changers, &c] Christ 
seems not Jiere absolutely to forbid this permutation; it 
being almost necessary for them, who lived far from Je- 
rusalem, to bring up money to purchase sacrifices and 
oblations there, rather than to bring them so long a jour- 
ney ; and suitable in equity to the law concerning tithes. 
(Deut. xiv. 24 — 26.) But ho condemns the avarice of the 
priests; who, when these things were bought before in the 
shambles and markets of Jerusalem, had, for their sordid 
gain, now brought this merchandise into the house of God; 
and that this was done in honour of that sacred place, is 
evident from the words following, Mark xi. 16. (See the 
note there.) The money-changers sat there not only about 
the payment of the half-shekel to the sanctuary, but chiefly 
for the return of money from remote places (this payment 
being made even by the Jews in their several dispersions); 
that so they, who came to Jerusalem to .worship, paying it 
to merchants at home, might have it safe from thieves, and 
from the trouble of carriage, at Jerusalem. 

[ 7 ] Vcr. 13. And saith unto them, It is written, My house 
shall be called, qikoq irQoatvxw, a house of prayer, (to all 
nations, Mark xi. 17.) and ye have made it a den of thieves.] 
God said by the prophet, My house shall be called a house 
of prayer for Ml people, Isa. Ivi. 7. s$o Isa..Ix.7./e.e.: a 
house dedicated to my worship; of which prayer was 
esteemed an eminent part, as is evident from Solomon's 
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prayer at the dedication of the temple; which supposes 
God's people should continually pray in or towards that 
house ; and that they did so at the time of offering incense, 
we read Luke i. 10. Thither also went the pharisee and 
tho publican to pray, Luke xviii. 10. Thither also went 
the heathen proselytes of the gate, and therefore had a 
court styled, The court of the gentiles; and this made it a 
house of prayer for all nations. But you, saith Christ, by 
turning it into a place of unjust gain, i.e. of gain got by 
exactions tending to the loss and damage of the people, 
have given just occasion to apply to you those words of 
Jeremy, vii. 11. My house is become a den of robbers in my 
eyes; you making a gain of that service, which you ought 
freely to attend upon, having your tithes from them, and a 
share of their offerings for that very end. 

Ye have made it a den of thieves.] To the note here add, 
Origen here saith, that besides the reward they expected for 
the change of money, they gave apyipiov aSoKifiov, base money 
instead of good, in Matt. p. 442. and in Joh. torn. ii. p. 178. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 15, 16. Have you never read, that out of the 
moutlts of babes and sucklings I have ordained praise?] I 
do not see reason to say Christ cites these words as a pre- 
diction of the things here done to him; but only to say, 
what was there said might well bo accommodated to this 
action: For if, when that young stripling David, whose son, 
• according to the flesh, I am, and who was an eminent type 
of me, conquered Goliath, that great enemy of God's peo- 
ple ; all the women, probably attended with their children, 
came, out of their cities, dancing and singing praise to 
God : (1 Sam. xviii. C.) is it not reasonable, that the multi- 
tudes should sing hosanna to the Son of David, coming to 
vanquish the devil, that great enemy of his church? and 
now that Gbd ? hath raised up a horn of salvation for them 
in the house of his servant David, to deliver them from their 
enemies, and from the hands of all that hate them, (Luke i. 
68.74.) that they should sing glory to God in the highest, 
and wish prosperity to the kingdom he is now erecting? 
j [ 9 ] Ver. 21. 'Eav i%n^ ttIotiv, koI ju») Sia<pt9riTs, If ye have 
faith, and doubt not, — <§v t$ opu Tovry uwrrn, if ye shall 
say to this mountain; Be thou removed, and be thou castinto 
the sea, it shall be done.] That fit) StaKptQrjvat, signifies not 
to discriminate, or put a difference, see note on Rom. xiv. 
23. And so here it may import, If you have such a faith, 
as puts no difference between things you can, and things 
you cannot do, but makes you fully persuaded you can do 
any thing, which tends to the glory of God, and is requisite 
for the promotion of the Christian faith, you shall be able 
to perform the most difficult things; for that is the mean- 
ing of that phrase, to root up mountains: it being said by 
the Jews of their doctors, which were ablo to solve the 
most difficult questions, Such a one is a rooter up of moun- 
tains. (Sise note on 1 Cor. xiii. 2.) Though, therefore, Nys- 
sen saith, that Gregory, of Neococsaria ; and Jerome, that 
Hilarion, removed mountains; yet I prefer the allegorical 
exposition, especially considering, that what is here a, 
mountain, is Luke xvii. 6. a sycamore-tree. 

Note also, That these words must bo restrained to the 
age of miracles, and to the persons to whom they wero 
spoken* the apostles, and first propagators of the gospel; 
it being certain from experience, that this is no ordinary 
and perpetual gift of Christians. And that the thing here 
promised was extraordinary, appears from the faith re- 
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quired to it, called by St. Mark, the faith of God; i. e. 
either the greatest and most excellent faith, as 7roX«c jue- 
7aX>jr(J Oe<£, is a very great city, John iii. 3. and atrretoe r$ 
0cy, a very comely person, Acts vii. 20. So wrestlings of 
God, Gen. xxx. 8. mountains of God, Psal. xxxix. 7. 
cedars of God, Psal. Ixxx. 11. Or else faith, that doth 
certainly persuade us of God's extraordinary assistance: 
and that this respects the apostles, is evident; because 
Christ elsewhere speaks this to them, on the account of 
that defect of faith, which made them fail in casting out a 
devil. (Matt. xvii. 19, 20.) 

[ I0 ] Ver. 23. *%v iroiq iZowiq ravra iroing ; By what autho- 
rity doest thou these things and who gave thee that autho- 
rity?] This the chief priests and rulers ask; because the 
ordinary authority of teaching in the temple was to be de- 
rived from them, of teaching elsewhere from their doctors. 
But yet it was a vain question, after they had seen his mi- 
racles, and knew he claimed a commission from God, and 
had told them that the works he had done in his Father's 
name bore witness of him. (John v. 36.) 

P 1 ] Ver. 25. To J3a7rri<r/ua 'Iwavvou 7ro*0ev i\v\ 1% ovpavov, *} 
c£ dvSpwnwv ; The baptism of John, whence was it ? from 
heaven, or from men?] From heaven, i.e. from God; for 
heaven here is not opposed to earth, but to men. So to sin 
against heaven, Luke xv. 18 — 21. is~ to sin against God. 
(See the note there.) John was a voice crying in the wilder- 
ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord: (Matt. iii. 3.) he 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying to the peo- 
ple, that they should believe in him that was to come after 
him, that is, in Christ Jesus: (Acts xix. 4.) he came to 
give testimony to Christ, (John i. 7. 15.) declaring that 
he was the Lamb of God, that took away the sins of the 
world: (ver. 29.) whence it is evident that the chief priests 
and pharisees could not own the baptism of John to be 
from heaven, but they must also own Christ to be the Son 
of God, and him concerning whom God had testified by a 
voice from heaven, and by the descent of the Holy Ghost 
upon him, that he w r as the beloved Son in whom he was well 
pleased; whence theso great doctors chose rather to pre- 
tend ignorance, than to confess that truth which would 
condemn them. And whereas it is added, ver. 26. that all 
held John wg npo<p{jTr)v, as a prophet; this as doth not import 
similitude, but that he was truly so; as when it is said, we 
have seen his glory, wg fiovoyevovg, as of the only-begotten of 
the Father, John i. 14. wg iZovalav ix <ov > ^ having authority, 
Matt. vii. 29. (see note on Rom. ix. 32.) hence he is said to 
be a prophet, Luke xx. 6. and ovrwg irooftrrrig, truly a 
prophet, Mark xi. 32. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 28—31. A man had two sons.] By the first of 
these two sons, all the interpreters I have read understand 
the publicans; by the second, the scribes and pharisees: 
because Christ, in the close of this parable, (ver. 32.) seems 
so to interpret it. But yet it seems to me a probable con- 
jecture, that by the first son, we may understand the gen- 
tiles, represented by the prodigal son, Luke xv. For it 
hath been noted on ver. 1, 2. of that chapter, that publicans 
by the Jews were ranked with the heathens, and that the 
heathens were represented by the Jews as iropvai, harlots, 
and bom of harlots. (See the note on John viii. 41.) And 
when Christ came among them, or they came to him, he 
found them still more ready to believe in him than the u 
Jews, and more especially than the scribes and pharisees; 



he not finding such faith in Israel as in the centurion, Matt, 
viii. 10, 11. and in the Syrophcenician woman, Mark vii. 
29. (See xiv. 34—36. John xii. 20. 23, 24.) So the import 
of it may be this ; You Jews, who style yourselves the sons 
of God, and you scribes and pharisees, who pretend to so 
much religion, and so great zeal for God, and to be guides 
to others in the way of life, are not only more alien from 
it, when taught you by me and my forerunner, than the 
publicans and harlots, but than those gentiles are, whom 
you represent as such. 

And in this interpretation I have the suffrage of Origen* 
upon the place, who saith, In my judgment the parable con- 
tains rov -irept rov aTTtiQiiaavTog 'ItrpaTjX ry 0e<£ \6yov, kcl\ rov 
vepl rov martvaavrog Xaou aV6 rwv Idvwv, a discourse of the 
infidelity of Israel, and of the belief of the gentiles. Of the 
same opinion are Theophilus Antiochenus, Hilary, Can. 
22. in Matt. St. Jerome, opus imperfectum, Chrysostom, 
and Theophylact. 

[ l3 J Ver. 32. For John came to you in the way of righte- 
ousness, and ye believed him not, &c] So saith Josephus,f 
that the Baptist came to teach them virtue, and to come to 
his baptism, exercising rfiv irpbg aW^Xovg Sucaioavvriv koI 
Trpbg rbv Geov tbatfieiav, righteousness towards one another, 
and piety towards God. It follows, but the publicans and 
harlots believed on him, and you afterward repented not that 
ye might believe, &c. Christ here saith that the publicans 
and harlots irpoayovmv, go before you into the kingdom of 
God; (ver. 31.) not that the scribes and elders of the people 
of the Jews followed after them, for those scribes and pha- 
risees received not the baptism of John, Luke vii. 39. but 
that by their example they shewed them the way they ought - 
to follow. Now from this parable note, 

First, That the scribes and pharisees and other Jews 
might and ought to have been moved by the admonitions 
of the Baptist, and the example of the publicans, to repent- 
ance and faith ; for why else doth Christ here blame them, 
that they were not prevailed on by these means to believe 
and repent ? 

Secondly, That therefore an internal, irresistible force 
or power cannot be necessary to produce this repentance 
and this faith. ~Fot if the publicans and harlots were thus 
moved to repent, what wonder is it that they went before' 
the scribes and pharisees, who, having no such powerful 
impulse, were left under an* impossibility of repenting? 
Why is it that it is represented as their crime, that they.did 
not repent at the preaching of John,* or follow the example 
of the publicans, since the event shews, that no such irre- 
sistible motive to repentance was contained either in the 
Baptist's preaching, or in their example? 

[ w ] Ver. 33. TJiere was a certain householder, &c] For 
explication of this parable observe, that in it is represented, 

First, The favour and providence of God towards ( the 
Jewish church and nation; as being the vineyard he himself 
had planted, and had watered with his heavenly dew, the 
waters of life; i. e. the doctrine of the law and the prophets; 
he also had enclosed it and hedged about it, not only by his 
care and providence, but by his covenant of circumcision, 
and his presence with them, and his^ owning them for his 
own people, above air the nations of the earth. Note, 

Secondly, That the husbandmen to whom this vineyard 
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was let out were the priests and Lcvitcs, doctors and rulers 
of that church and people;- who are here represented, not 
only as wanting in their duty, which was to make this vine- 
yard fruitful, and to prepare it to receive his prophets and 
messengers with due reverence, and especially to receive 
his Son and their Messiah with faith, reverence, and obe- 
dience; but even consulted with, and spurred on the people 
to offer the most vile affronts unto them, and even to de- 
stroy his Son and their Saviour; for though Christ spake 
this parable to the people, (Luke xxix. 2.) the priests and 
pbarisces perceived that he spake of them, (ver. 45.) When 
therefore it is here said, they will reverencemy son, (ver. 37.) 
these words, as Theophylact notes, Christ spake, not being 
ignorant what really they would do, a\\a to o^ctXov rrpax' 
Swat K<t\ to ukoq Xiywv, but shelving tvhat was fitting to be 
done, and they ought to have done ; and therefore, Luke xx. 
13. the phrase is varied thus, urwe, perhaps they will reve- 
rence my son when, they see him. 

Thirdly, That this deportment of the husbandmen, and of 
the people led and excited by them to this murder of his 
Son, and treatment of his prophets, would render them ob- 
noxious to the heaviest of Divine judgments. 

[ I5 ] Ver. 41. TJiey say unto him, He will miserably destroy 
those wicked men.] How this is to bo reconciled with St. 
Luke, see Luke xx. 1G. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 43. Ata tovto apGfoiTai a<f ifiwv y ]3a<rtA«ta tov Qeov. 
For this thing, i. e. the builders refusing this stone, the king- 
dom of God shall be taken from you, &c] Hence it is evi- 
dent that God deserted the Jewish church, and let this stone 
so fall upon them, as to grind them to powder, because of 
their rejecting the Messiah. The evidence that this affords 
to the truth of the Christian faith, see in the Preface to the 
Gospels. 

["] Ver. 44. And he that falleth on this stone shall be 
broken,^.'] i, e. He that stumbles on this stone, whilst he 
is here on earth, being offended at his doctrine, life, or death, 
shall be broken by his fall upon it, as is the person stoned, 
by the sharp stone he falls upon ; but he on whom this 
stone shall fall, when he is elevated to his throne of glory, 
shall be more violently shattered by it; as is the person 
stoned by the great stone, as big as two men can lift, thrown 
down violently npon his breast. 

CHAP. XXII. 

1. AND Jesus answered (witji relation to them), and spake 
again to them by parables, and said, . 

2. The (doctrine of the) [ £ ] kingdom of heaven (preached 
to this nation) is like (to find a success answerable) unto 

" (that of) a certain king, who made a marriage for his son, 

3. And sent forth his servants to call them who w r erc (to 
be) bidden to the wedding : (viz. the apostles, and the seventy 

- sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, Matt. x. 6. Luke 
x. 1.) and (being thus lovingly invited) they would not come. 

4. (Wherefore) again he sent forth other servants (viz. 
the apostles, and the hundred and eight on whom the Holy 
Ghost fell), saying, Tell them which arc bidden, Behold, I 
have prepared my dinner: my* oxen and my fatlings arc 
killed, and all things are ready: come (I pray* you) to the 
marriage (feast). 

5. But they made light of it (i. e. the invitation), and went 
their way, one to his farm, and another to his merchandise: 



G. And the remnant (of them) took his servants, and* en- 
treated them spitefully, and slew (some of) them. 

7. But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and 
he [ 2 ] sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, 
and burnt up their city (and so will this spiritual King deal 
with those of this nation, who not only refuse his invitation 
to partake of the blessings of the gospel, but also kill his mes- 
sengers; he by the Roman army will destroy them and their 
capital city). 

8. Then saith he to his servants, The wedding (feast) is 
ready, [?] but they who were bidden were not worthy (and 
therefore shall not taste of this feast). 

9. Go ye therefore into the [ 4 ] highways (to the disper- 
sion of the Jews and to the gentiles), and as many as ye shall 
find, bid to the marriage. 

10. So these servants went out into the highways, and 
gathered together all, as many as they found, both bad and 
good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 

11. And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw 
there a[ 5 ] man which had not on a wedding-garment (i. e. a 
faith and conversation answer able to the design of the gospel): 

12. And he saith to him, Friend, how earnest thou-'in 
hither not having a wedding-garment? and he was (as one) 
speechless. 

13. Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand 
and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer dark- 
ness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth : (so shall 
it be with the Jews; the children of the kingdom, Matt. viii. 
12. Lukexiii. 28.) 

14. For[ 6 ] many (of the Jews) are called, but fewfo/ 
them) are chosen, (u e. believers of the gospel, see note on 
1 Pet. ii. 9.) 

15. Then went the pharisees (perceiving that this parable 
was designed against them), and took counsel how they 
might entangle him in his talk.* 

16. And (accordingly) they sent unto him their disciples 
with the (7] Hcrodians, saying (with insidious flattery), 
Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way 
of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man ('s person): 
for thou regardest not the person of men. 

17. Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou (in this case)? 
Is it[ 8 ] lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not? (that if .he 
had said no, they might represent him as an enemy to Ccesar; 
if yea, as no friend to the nation.) 

18. But Jesus perceived their wickedness (i. e. their evil 
design), and said (to them), Why tempt ye me, ye hypo- 
crites (endeavouring to ensnare me under pretence of reve- 
rence to me)? 

19. Shew me the tributc-moncy. And they brought to him 
a (Roman) penny. 

20. And he saith to them, Whose is this image and su- 
perscription ( that this money bears)? 

21. They say to him, (It is) Caesar's. Then saith he to 
them (this being an evidence that Ccesar's government hath 
obtained among you), Render therefore to Ckcsar the things 
that are Cassar's; and to God the things' that are God's 
(i. e. the tribute due to his temple). 

22 f When they had heard these words, they marvelled 
(at his wisdom), and left him, and went their way. 

23. The same day came to him the [ 9 ] sadducees, who say 
that there is no resurrection (of the body), and asked him, 

24. Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no 
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children, his brother shall marry his wife, and raise up 
seed unto his brother. 

25. Now there were with us seven brethren : and the first 
when he had married a wife, deceased, and, having no issue, 
left his wife to his brother : 

i2*LJLikewise the second also, and the third, (and so on) 



to the seventh. 

27. And last of all the woman died also. 

28. Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she 
be of the seven? for they all had her. 

29. Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not 
knowing the Scriptures (declaring that there shall be a're- 
surrection), nor the power of God (enabling him. to effect it). 

30. (And as for your argument against it, it is grounded 
on a false supposition); for in the [ 10 ] resurrection they nei- 
ther marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels 
of God in heaven (in that they cannot die, Luke xx. 36. 
and so can need no reparation by new births). 

31. But as touching the [ u ] resurrection of the dead, (this, 
I say, is denied by you, because ye know not the Scriptures; 
for) have ye not read that which was spoken to you by 

God, saying, 

32. I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, (and so I own them still as my sons 
and children? now)God is not the God of (them who are 
to continue in the state of) the dead, but of the living; (his 
children being sons of the resurrection, Luke xx. 36.) 

33. And when the multitude heard this, they were asto- 
nished at his doctrine. 

34. But when the pharisees had heard that he had put the 
sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. 

35. Then one of them, which was a lawyer (i. e. an inter- 
preter of the law), [ 12 ] asked him a question, tempting him 
(i. e. making a trial of his skill), and saying, 

36. Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 

37. Jesus said to him, Thou shalt[ 13 ] love the Lord thy 
(God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind ( h e. above and before all other things, affecting 
them only with relation and subordination to God). 

38. This is the first and great commandment. 

39. And the second is like to it, (viz.)[ u ] Thoushalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself. 

40. On these two commandments [ 15 ] hang all the law and 
the prophets (these being an abridgment of what is con- 
tained in them both). 

41. While the pharisees were (thus) gathered together, 
Jesus asked them, 

f 42. Saying, What think you of Christ? whose son is he? 
They say to him, (He is) the son of David. 

43. He saith unto them, How then doth David in (the 
prophetical afflatus of the) spirit call him Lord, saying, 

44. The Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool ? 

45. If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? 

46. And no [ l6 ]man was able to answer him a word (to 
that inquiry), neither durst any man from that day forth 
ask him any more questions.' 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXII. 

[*] Ver. 2. THE kingdom of heaven is likened, avOpo/iry 
fiacrikti, fang i7roirj<7i y&fiovg, to a king who made a mar- 



riage for his son."] Thatyajuoc signifies a marriage-feast we 
learn from Phavorinus,* and others, on those words of 
Homer, Oa\ a. 225. dXaTvlvrig yafiog. (See Dr. Hammond on 
Matt, ix.) And because these feasts continued some- 
times a week or more, as we learn from those words of 
Laban to Jacob, Gen. xxix. 27. fulfil her week, i. e. keep 
a seven days', feast for her marriage; and from Samson, 
who at his marriage lwotr\at 7t6tov vfilpag kirTa,made a feast 
seven days, for so used the young men to do; (Judg. xiv; 10.) 
therefore the word is yapovg in the plural,* there being not 
' many marriages, but many wedding-feasts at a marriage. 
This sense of the word is evident from ver. 4. My oxen and 
failings are killed, come, tig yafiovg, to the marriage-feast. 
The king here represents God the Father, the son the 
Lord Jesus Christ, described often as the spouse of his 
church, Matt. ix. 15. xxv. 1. John iii. 29. 2 Cor. xi. 2. 
Apoc. xix. 7. the servants sent to call them that were bid- 
den, i.e. the Jews invited by the Baptist, and our Lord, 
• calling them to repentance, because the kingdom of God 
was at hand, might be the apostles and the seventy dis- 
ciples, sent at first only to the lost sheep of the house of 
•Israel; (Matt. x. 5,6. Luke ix. 2. x. 1.) the servants sent 
again after the fatlings were killed, were the same apostles 
and other spiritual persons, sent after our Lord's resurrec- 
tion with a new commission, to be Christ's witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and throughout allJudea; (Acts i. 8.) for the 
words son and the kingdom of heaven, represented by this 
parable, will riot permit us to say these servants were the 
prophets sent before to the Jews. 

Ver. 3. Tlie kingdom of heaven is like to a man who sent 
his servants.'] Here note, that though all the ancients from 
Origen, except St. Hilary, say that the servants first sent 
out were the prophets of the Old Testament; yet this 
seems plainly contrary to the text: first, because this also 
is a parable concerning the kingdom of heaven, and there- 
fore respecting only those times when that kingdom was 
come. Secondly, It is a parable of a king making a mar- 
riage for his son, which is generally interpreted of Christ 
the bridegroom of his church, and therefore only can re- 
spect the times of his advent. Thirdly, The servants sent 
out the second time, were sent to the same persons to whom 
the first were sent ;*(ver. 4.) and yet it is granted, that the 
servants sent out the second time were the apostles of our 
Lord. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 7. The king was wroth, ir£fx\pag tu arpartvfiaTa 
avTov, airwXtat rovg <j>ovttg iKtlvovg, kclI t?)v 7roAiv clvtwv evc- 
7rpi)<n, and sending his armies destroyed those murderers, and 
burnt up their city.] i. e. Upon their refusal, he decreed to 
send the Romans to destroy the Jews, and burn their tern-' 
pie and their city ; which they so fully performed, as to 
destroy, during those wars, saith Josephus, eleven hundred 
thousand Jews; to burn their temple ;, consume, and so 
lay waste their city ; as that all men conceived, saith Jose- 
phus, it never could be built again. 

[ 3 J, Ver. 8. Of 8c kckXij/xevoj: ovk ficrav a%wi, But they that 
' were called were not worthy.] They were not well disposed 
to receive the gospel, not willing to repent, and believe, 
and entertain the preachers of it kindly, which is the indi- 
cation Christ gives his apostles, who were a%ioi, worthy; 
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(Matt. x. 11. 13, 14.) they were a^Maavrtc, dcspisers of 
this spiritual banquet, out of love to their secular interests; 
here ver. 5. they loved other things more than Christ, and 
the blessings of his kingdom ; which ho that doth, saith 
Christ, oif; l<rrl /xov «&oc, is not worthy of me, because he 
will not take up his cross and follow me. (Matt. x. 37, 38.) 

[ 4 ] Ver.i). Uopivt<T^ ovv hi rac$«£o'Soucrwv6Swv,&C. Go 
therefore into the highways, &a] i. e. To those of the dis- 
persion ; for after they had begun at Jerusalem, and 
preached through Judea, they also were to preach the 
gospel to the other Jews, the seed of Abraham ; this salva- 
tion being to be tendered to the Jews fast, and also to the 
gentile. (Horn. i. 16. ii. 10.) Hence Paul saith thus to the 
•Jews of Antioch, It ivas necessary the gospel should be 
first preached to you ; (Acts xiii. 45, 46. xviii. 6. xxviii. 28.) 
and afterward toTc ??w, to those who were without the cove- 
nant made to Abraham. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 11. ElScv Iku avOpvirov ovk IvS&vfitvov ?vSv/xa 
7«/uoi/, lie saw there a man not clothed with a wedding- 
garment.] Faith alone cannot be hero the wedding-gar- 
ment, since to receive the invitation, and to come to the 
wedding-supper, must import believing. By the man there- 
fore who had not on this garment, I conjecture wo are to 
understand the false brethren of the Jewish nation, who 
preached Christ not sincerely bat out of contention; (Phil. 
i. 15.) contending for the necessity of circumcision, and of 
the observation of the law of Moses to justification, and 
who by this subverted the souls of others, (Acts xv. 1. 24.) 
made Christ to die in vain, (Gal. ii. 21.) Christians to fall 
from grace, (Gal. v. 14.) and the apostles to labour in vain, 
among the gentiles; (Gal. iv. 11.) and of whom the apostle 
saith, their end shall be according to their works. (2 Cor. 
xi. 15.) That this man must represent the Jews is evident, 
(1.) because he is cast out i?ito outer darkness, tvhere is 
weeping and gnashi?ig of teeth, which Christ applies to the 
Jews, the sons of the kingdom, Matt. viii. 12. Luke xiii. 28. 
whilst the gentiles cire said to come to this supper. (2.) 
Because the reason assigned of this punishment is this, 
that many are called, but few are chosen: (ver. 14.) for that 
this belongs peculiarly to the Jews, see note on xx. 16. 
(3.) Christ had said in the former chapter, that the kingdom 
of God should be taken from them; and here proceeding to 
discourse of the same thing, as appears from the connec- 
tive particle, ver. 1. of this chapter, he shews how worthy 
the Jews would be* of this punishment, as being either 
wholly refractory to Gotf, calling them by his Son to the 
participation of these blessings, or coming to them with- 
out due preparations, as the false apostles and deceitful 
workers did; or else by casting off that wedding-garment 
they had once put on, as did those Jews whose charity 
waxed cold, (Matt. xxiv. 10 — 12.) and who being scanda- 
lized fell off from the Christian faith. It remains then that 
these backsliders, or these false apostles, must be the per- 
sons represented by the man not having on his wedding- 
garment. 

Ver. 13. Bind him hand and foot.] Theophylact here 
notes, that this present timo is the only time of working; 
in the future all the practical powers of the soul are bound, 
Kat ovk 1<tt\ 7roiTjaai ri ayaObv tl$ avTt<n'jTU)aiv rwv «/xaprtwv, 
and then we can do nothing good to make a compensation 
for our sins. 

[ 6 ] Ver, 14. Many are called, but few are chosen.] This 



parable, saith Theophylact, respects the Jews who were 
called, but not elected, o>c /») akovaavTtg, as not hearkening 
to God's call; whence he infers, that/icra tov 9cou ko\uv* to 
St IkXiktovs yivtoSai, T) prj, i)fiirtpov tori, our calling is of God, 
but that we are elect, or not, is from ourselves. 

P] Ver. 16. Mcrct 'EpwSmvwv, with the Herodians.] Here 
Jerome notes that some of the Latins ridiculously thought, 
they were called Herodians, who thought Herod was the 
Christ,* thougli he himself, in his dialogue against the Lu- 
ciferians, hath these words, " Herodiani Herodem regem 
suscipere pro Christo," received Herod the king for Christ ; 
this also was the opinion of Tertullian in his book de Pra> 
script. cap. 47. of Epiphanius, Haer. 7. and of Philastrius, 
cap. 48. And Origen conjectures that they were called 
Herodians, who taught TtXtiv tov <t>6povKaiaapi, that tribute- 
money was to be paid to Ccesar; the soldiers were so called 
by the pharisees, saith St. Jerome here, " quia Romanis 
tributa solvebant," because they paid tribute to the Romans. 
And sure this opinion must seem ridiculous to them who 
consider that Herod was an alien, not a Jew of the seed 
of Abraham, or of the root of David, and was dead before 
Christ's return out of Egypt; whereas all thought that 
Christ was to be found not among the dead but tho living, 
and many that he should never die. (John xii. 34. see the 
note on Matt. xvL 6.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 17. *E&oti Souvat kiivoovKaiaapi, vov; Is it laio- 
ful to give tribute to Ccssar, or not? &c] Here note, 

First, That though the question be only proposed thus, 
i%WTi ; Is it lawful to give tribute to Ccesar, or not ? yet the 
decision in the affirmative, that it was lawful to pay it to 
Caesar, was plainly a decision of the right of Caesar to 
receive, and therefore to demand it, as being to them the 
minister of God. (1.) Because St. Paul hath plainly told 
us, that thereforepay we tribute to him to whom we lawfully 
do pay it, because he is the higlter power and the minister of 
God. (Rom. xiii. 6.) And also because it is his due; for 
so it follows, render therefore to all, Tag dfoikas, their dues, 
tribute to whom tribute is due; and this is still more evi- 
dent from those words of Christ, Render to Ccesar the things 
which are Ccesar's, and to God the things ivhich are God's; 
where Christ seems to me, even to strike at the root of that 
corrupt opinion of the Gaulonites and zealots, that they, 
being God's people, were not to own any other as their Lord, 
by this distinction betwixt things belonging to Caesar, viz. 
tribute, and things belonging to God, viz. the shekel of the 
sanctuary. But, to omit this, either Christ, when he said, 
Render to Caesar the things which are Caesar's, spake to the 
purpose, and by way of answer to the question proposed, 
or he did not; to say he did not, is in effect to say, ho 
spake impertinently, which I hope no Christian will affirm: 
if he spake to the purpose of the question ; seeing he said, 
' upon their owning the tribute-money to bear Caesar's image, 
by way of inference, otto'Sotc ovv, Render therefore to Ccesar 
the things which are Ccesar 's, he as plainly intimates the 
tribute-money did of right belong to Caesar, as by saying, 
Render to God the things that are God's, that what he styled 
the things of God, did of right belong to God. For those 
Jews, who held that tribute was not to be paid to Caesar, 
did so;" because they apprehended it unlawful to onto any 
other as their lord and governor, but God ; or one of their 
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own nation whom he had appointed to rule over them. 
(See the note on 1 Pet. ii. 16.) 

I therefore cannot think with Grotius, that Christ here 
leaves the matter of right undecided ; or with Mr. Clcrc, 
that he doth not by his answer own that tribute was rightly 
demanded by Caesar, seeing Christ could not then have 
said by way of inference, Render therefore to Ccesar the 
things which are Ccesar's; and this right of Cassar had its 
rise from their own act of submission to the Roman govern- 
ment, as formerly they had done to the Assyrian ; which 
national submission with promise of fidelity, having ob- 
tained now about a hundred years, was a just ground for 
Caesar's right. And therefore king Agrippa* tells them, that 
Of rh jucv vrraKOUv e*c StaSox^C aAjj^orec, they who had received 
this subjection by succession from their ancestors, could not 
rebel iv ithout contumacy. And Josephusf tells them, that 
to seek now to shake off the yoke, k<u patcpolg tlfcavrag xP° vot c> 
when for a long time they had yielded to it, would subject 
them to an evil death. Note, 

Secondly, That our Lord answers from the received 
maxim of the Jews, that whereveT the money of any person 
was owned as the current coin of the kingdom, there the in- 
habitants owned that person as their lord and governor; 
that is, they acknowledged him to be the higher power, and 
the minister of God in respect to them : whence he that 
doth adulterate, diminish, or counterfeit this coin, becomes 
guilty of the crime, Icesce majestatis: and David, though 
anointed by Samuel, is declared not to be their king whilst 
Saul lived; because " numisma Saulis adhuc obtinct," the 
coin which had the image of Saul upon it was still the cur- 
rent coin. So that these captious men could take no ad- 
vantage against him from this answer; because it was 
founded upon their received principles. Note, 

Thirdly, That Christ justly calls these persons hypocrites; 
hecause they pretended to own him as a just person, and 
one who bore no respect to persons, and yet came with design 
to accuse him for an unjust decision: and (2.) because 
they, saith St. Luke, xx. 20. feigned themselves to be such as 
they were not, and to have that opinion of him which was 
far from their hearts; both which are manifest indications 
of gross hypocrisy. 

P] Vcr. 23. TipovijXSov avrip vaSSovKcuot, ol Xiyovrtg firj 
tlvat ava<rra<nv, Tlie sadducees came to him, saying, Tliere is 
no resurrection.] It is true, that the sadducees held, that 
there was neither angel of any permanent, nor spirit of any 
separate existence from the body : (Actsxxiii.8.) for their 
opinion, saith Joscphusf was, that death, rag ypv\aq wva- 
QavlZu Toit; (rdjfiam, extinguishes souls together with the bo- 
dies; and that they rejected $vxve Se rfjv Stajuov^v, both the 
duration of the soul, and future punishments and rewards: 
but then it is true also, that the sadducees say, ju») ttvat dv&a- 
ramv, that there is no resurrection. (Acts xxiii. 8.) And 
hence the Jews introduce them, saying,§ Hie cloud fails and 
goes away ; so he that descends into the grave, returns not 
fromit. Nay, they denied, or at least knew not, that the 
power of God was sufficient to raise the dead ; for, ye err 
(saith Christ), not knowing the Scriptures, neither the power 
of God, (vcr. 29.) And therefore, St. Paul, speaking of the 
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resurrection from the dead, asks, Why it should be thought a 
thing incredible for God to raise the dead? (Acts xxvi.7,8.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 30. y Ev rrj avaaraau, In the resurrection they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but tog ayytXot tov 
Qwv lv ovpavq u<n, are' as the angels of God in heaven.] 
They are as the angels, not in all respects, but as to immor- 
tality and incorruptibility ; and so they need no marriage to 
perpetuate their generations in the world : so saith St. Luke, 
They can die no more, but are laayyzkoi, equal to the angels. 
(Luke xx. 36.) And that in this, especially, consists their 
likeness to the angels, we learn from the like words of Philo, . 
concerning Abraham, — that leaving the world,* TTQoar&tTai 
t$ Geov Ach£, KapTTOvfitvog affiapatav, i<roc ayy(\otg ytyova)$, he 
was gathered to the people of God, having obtained incor- 
ruptibility, being made like to the angels. Vain therefore is 
the inference of the papists hence, that the souls of the just 
see God as the angels do, and know of the conversion of 
sinners: this likeness to the angels relating not to the qua- 
lities of their souls, but to the freedom of their bodies from 
corruption. Hence also it is evident against Heinsiiis, and 
others on this place, that avdaraatg, even when it is not 
joined with flesh, or body, signifies the resurrection of the 
flesh, or body; and when the resurrection of the dead is 
mentioned, as here, it never bears any other sense. 

[ n ] Ver. 31, 32. Ilepi Se tF/c avaaraa^g rolv veicpwv, but con- 
cerning the resurrection of the dead, — I am the God of 
Abraham, &c] Those learned men are very much mistaken, 
who say, that Christ designed not here to prove the resur- 
rection of the body, but only the dvafitwig, or life of the 
soul after death. For (1.) the argument of the sadducees 
being taken from the supposition, that if there was a resur- 
rection, there must be a marriage, and the persons raised 
must be man and wife as they were before, shews plainly, 
that they put the question concerning the resurrection of 
the body ; for marriage belongs not to separate souls, but 
only to persons in the body: and therefore, if Christ said 
any thing pertinent to their objection, and opposed his ar- 
gument to that which they designed to disprove, he must 
speak of, and prove, the resurrection of the body. And 
therefore Methodius f well notes, that if Christ had not 
done this, but only had asserted the permanency of the soul, 
he had not answered, but confirmed the reasoning of the sad- 
ducees against the doctrine of the pharisees. (2.) Christ 
here declares the sadducees thus erred, not knowing the 
power of God: (ver. 29.) now, that consists not in sustain- 
ing an immortal soul in life, but in raising the body from the 
dust to life. (Acts xxvi. 8. Eph. i.19, 20. Phil. iii. 21. Heb. 
xi. 19.) And (3.) this, is extremely evident from the very 
words of Christ, both here and in St. Mark and Luke; for 
(1.) the question put to Christ is not put thus, Jf their sotils 
live, whose wife is she ? but, lv ry dvaardou, orav avatnwi, 
&c. in the resurrection, when they shall arise, whose wife 
shall she then be? (Mark xii. 23.) To which Christ an- 
swers thus, w Orav m veKpwv dvacrraxriv when they arise from 
the dead, (vcr, 25.) when they partake r>jc dva<ndcno)g rijc w 
vttcptSv, of the resurrection front the dead, (Luke xx. 35.) 
they neither marry, nor are given in marriage. Now a time 
so determined, and respecting what should be hereafter, 
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cannot refer to the present state of their souls, which in no 
sense are raised from the dead, but only to the future con- 
dition of their bodies. (2.) Christ manifestly declares the 
question was irtpl rwv vtKp&v, 5rt lydoovrat, concerning the 
dead, that they rise again, (Mark xii. 26.) touching the re- 
surrection of the dead here; and that this was the thing he 
was to prove, from what they had read concerning Abraham, 
Isaac/ and Jacob. (Luke xx.37.) And the argument from 
them will appear strong and convincing, upon considera- 
tion of these following particulars. - 

First, That God is the God and Father of them only who 
are his sons : thus, when God had chosen Israel to be his, 
people in covenant, and promised to be their God, Suuepm— 
K&g, or, in distinction from others, he styled them his sons, 
saying, viol iarl, Ye are the sons of the Lord your. God: 
(Deut. xiv. 1. xxxii. 18. Isa. xlv. 11.) or else his son, 
Israel is my son, my first-born; say then to Pharaoh, Let 
my son go: (Exod. iv. 22, 23. Jer. xxxi. 20. Hos. xi. 1.) 
and in the New Testament, taojiat airy Qtbg, ml avrbg ; 
iarai fiol vlbg, I ivill be to him a Gbd, and he shall be to me a 
son; (Rev. xxi. 7.) Ixvill be to you a Father, and ye shall be 
to me sons and daughters. (2 Cor. vi. 18.) Note, 

Secondly, That this vloStala, or sonship, imports the re- 
demption of the body from corruption; for we wait, saith 
the apostle, for the adoption, that is, for the redemption of 
the body ; (Rom. viii. 23.) the revelation of the .sons of God 
expected, (ver. 19.) is their deliverance from the bondagejof '. 
corruption into the glorious Jiberty of the sons of God, 
(ver. 21.) And the apostle proves, that our mortal bodies, . 
dead because of sin, shall be raised by the Spirit of God . 
dwelling in them ; because they who have the Spirit of God, 
are the sons of God, from ver. 11. to 17. And in this very 
argument, St. Luke expressly saith, That they that are 
thought worthy of the life to come, and of the resurrection 
from the dead, are 'viol tov Gcov rr\g avaardattog viol ovrtg, the 
sons of God, as being children of the resurrection, (xx. 36.) 
Hence, because God, who is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living, is called the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob,* Irenceus infers, that icithout doubt they live to God, 
" cum sint filii resurrectionis," being the sons of the resur- . 
reckon/. and it is the same with him to be a son of. God, 
and " haereditatem consequi ineorruptelse," to enjoy an m» 
corruptible inheritance. Hence the apostle saith, The sons 
of God must be the heirs of God, joint heirs with Christ: 
(Rom. viii. 17.) St. John, that they shall inherit all things: 
(Rev. xxi. 7.) the author to the Hebrews, that God was 
not ashamed to be called the God of Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, because he had prepared for. them a kingdom. 
(Heb. xi. G.) Nor were the Jews unacquainted with this 
notion of a son of God, as one who was to be rewarded by 
him after death, or of a son of Abraham, who was to be 
partaker of a happy resurrection. For thus the book of 
Wisdom introduceth the Avieked, speaking of the good man, , 
fiaKapittti to. i<?x aTa Sacafcuv *at aXa^ovcvtrai iraripa Qtbv, He 
pronounced the latter end of the just blessed, and boasts, that 
he hath God for his Father ; let us cut him off with a shameful 
death: n yap lariv 6 Sfcaeoc vlbg 0cou,/or if the just man be 
the son of God, he will receive him; and by his ivords there 
will be a visitation of him. (Wisd. ii. 16. 20.) Thus, saith 
lie, they spake because they knew not the mysteries of God, 



* Lib. iv. *i. cap. 80. 



nor hoped for the reward of holiness, nor discerned the re- 
compence of blameless souls; for urod made man ev aipOapvta, 
for incorruption, and to be an image of his own immortality, 
(ver. 22, 23.) And again, The souls of the righteous are in 
the hands of God, koL i) iXnlg qvtwv aOavaalag TrXfytyg, and 
their hope is full of iihmortality ; in the day of their visita- 
tion they shall shine, (iii. 1. 4. 7.) And a third time, Then 
shall the righteous stand with great boldness before the face 
of them who afflicted them; and they shall say, We fools 
counted his life madness, and his end to be zvithout honour; 
how is he numbered, iv vlotg Otov, among the sons of God, and 
his portion is with the saints ? (v. I. 4, 5.) The seven sons 
mentioned in the Maccabees, are by Josephus still called 
'Aj3paa/x 7ra7§£Ci children of the stock of Abraham ; and as 
the book of Maccabees still introduces them, declaring, that . 
God dva<m't<ru rifiag ug aldjvtov dvafituxTtv £wf)C, would raise 
themup to life eternal. (2 Macc.vii. 9. 23.) And Josephus * 
introduces their mother, comforting them with those words 
of Solomon, wisdom is a tree of life to them that do her * 
will; and those of Ezekiel, tl Zfotfai to. bora to. $>r\pa ; shall 
these dry bones live? and those words of God in the song 
of Moses, I kill, k&1 Zfiv Troifoto, and I will make alive: so 
he also declares of these martyrs,f that, dying for God, 
they also Swat 0£t£, omp \Aj3pacyi, teal 'Io-aajc, Kal 'IaKwj3, lived 
with God, as do Abraliam, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the pa- 
triarchs, and% ran cV aSavavlag blbv, in the way of immor- 
tality, and that§ Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, received them 
dying. . He also mentions a Trakiyyiviaia, reviviscence of all 
that observe the law of Moses, though they die for it, saying, 
that to them\ cSojkcv 6 Btbg yivtaSat rl 7ra\tv kol j3fov afitivto 
Xaj3«v Ik TrtpiTpoirr\g, God hath granted to them to live again, 
and to receive a better life in reversion, or at the revolution 
of all things. So then Christ's argument runs thus, Those „ 
of whom God after their death is the God and Father, they 
shall rise again (for they must be the sons of God, and 
therefore sons of the resurrection, to whom belongs the 
adoption ,or souship, i. e. the redemption of their bodies, 
from corruption); but God is the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, therefore they shall rise again. 

Here Theophylact observes, that as the sadducees made 
their objection against the resurrection from the law of 
Moses, so Christ confirms that doctrine from the law and 
from the words of Moses. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 35. *Einipu)Tr)<nv clc *5 avriov b vofiiKog, A lawyer 
asked him, (see note on Mark xii. 28.) 7roia ivroXtj jieyaXt) iv; 
t$ v6fxy ; Wltich is the great commandment in the law ?] This 
was a famous question among the Jews ; some contending 
that the precept of sacrifices was the greatest, as is insinu- 
ated, Mark xii. 33. (see Pirke Eliezer, cap. 16. p. 33.) others * 
were for the precept of the phylacteries, to whom Christ » 
answers from what was written in the phylacteries ; 

[ l3 ] Ver. 37. TIiou shalt love. the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart.] Note here, 

First, That this is a precept given to the Jewish nation, 
and so it follows that it ought to bear that sense, which is 
the certain import of it in all those other places of the Old 
Testament, where it only doth occur; it being only found 
in the New Testament as a citation thence. It is therefore 
certain, that it doth not require us to love God in perfection 
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of degrees, or in the elevated sense contended for by some, 
but only to lovie him with a sincere and a prevailing love. 
For, 

First, God's servants entered into a covenant to serve the 
Lord after this manner ; thus Asa gathered all Benjamin 
and Judah, and they entered into covenant to seek the Lord 
with all their heart, and with all their soul: (2 Chron. xv. 12.) 
and good Josiah, Math all his people, made a covenant be- 
fore the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his com- 
mandments with all their heart, and with all their soul. 
(2 Kings xxiii. 3.) Now if in this covenant they promised 
to love God witliMvery degree of every -power; i. e. with the 
whole possibility of the soul, to make him not only the prin- 
cipal, but the only object of their love, they promised what 
they knew they never could, what to be sure they never did 
perform. And why then is it said, that the people stood to 
the covenant, and that God was found of them? But if they 
only promised love of sincerity, and love to God above all 
other things, and that they would adhere to him and his 
service, then may this phrase import no more. 

Secondly, This God required them to do, to render them 
the objects of his grace and favour, promising to have rncrcy 
on them in their captivity on this condition : If from thence 
(saith Moses) thou shall seek the Lord thy God, thou shall 
find him; if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all 
thy soul. (Deut. iv. 29.) And again, If thou shall return to 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
then the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have 
compassion on thee, and will bring thee into the land which 
thy fathers possessed; and thou shall possess it, and he will 
do thee good. (Deut. xxx. 2, 3.) And upon this condition 
only doth Solomon desire this mercy, saying, If they ttim 
to thee with all their heart, and all their soul, in the land of 
their enemies, then hear thou their prayer and supplication. 
(1 Kings viii. 48.) Now is it reasonable to conceive that 
God required such an absolute perfection of degrees in their 
affection and obedience, to qualify them for his favour un- 
der their captivity? If so, they must forever have continued 
captives. Or would he promise to restore them to their 
good land, and to do them good, upon a condition that would 
not permit them either to desire that pleasant land, or any 
other temporal enjoyments as their good? Sure the sus- 
pension of his favour upon this condition, is a clear evi- 
dence, that this phrase bears a milder sense. 

Thirdly, God doth acknowledge that some of them did 
actually love him thus, that king David had kept his com- 
mandments, and followed him with all his heart, saving in 
the matter of Uriah; 1 Kings xiv. 8. And yet we find him 
guilty of mistrust of God's own promise, by saying, I shall 
one day perish by the hand of Saul, 1 Sam. xxvii. 1. of 
lying to Abimelech, xxi. 2. of a rash oath, in swearing to 
cut off the house ofNabal, xxv. 22. of injustice, in giving a 
deceitful Ziba half the goods of Mephibosheth, 2 Sam. xix. 
29. and of pride, in numbering the people, x::<v. 1. God 
also testifies of good Josiah, that he turned to the Lord with 
all his soul, and all his heart, and all his might, 2 Kings 
xxiii. 24,25. Since therefore God himself declares of men 
thus subject to imperfection, that they did thus love him, 
that love cannot require a perfection of degrees, but only 
a sincere and prevalent affection to him. This precept 
therefore must imply three things. 

First, That wc are to love God above all things appre- 
vol. v. 



tiative; i. e. so as to prize him in our judgments above all 
things, to esteem him more valuable in himself, more bene- 
ficial to us, than all things else we can enjoy ; according to 
that saying of the Psalmist, Thy loving-kindness is much bet- 
ter than is life itself; (Psal. Ixiii. 3.) to esteem him as the 
only felicity of our immortal souls ; the chief and most de- 
sirable good ; the only being in whom is perfect rest, entire 
complacency, and full satisfaction, to be found ; and con- 
sequently to look on all things else as loss and dung, com- 
pared to him. And whilst we retain this value for him, we 
can never prize or be concerned for any thing so much as 
his favour, nor refuse to part with anything which tendeth 
to deprive us of it; we can never value any thing so much 
as to permit it to rival him, who is exceedingly more pre- 
cious in our eyes, and more desirable to our souls, and 
so we cannot overvalue any worldly thing. This therefore 
may be truly styled, the loving him with all our mind. 

Secondly, That we are to love God above all things com- 
parative; i. e. with a superlative affection, so as to be ready 
always to prefer his favour before all other things. And 
this affection, this cleaving of our hearts unto him, must 
follow from the forementioned estimation of him: for if 
we fully are convinced that there is infinitely more excel- 
lency in God, more happiness to be expected from him, 
than all the honours, pleasures, profits, interests, relations, 
and satisfactions the world can tender, and so the highest 
reason that he should always be preferred before them, 
and that we should still cleave unto him in opposition to 
any other thing; it is certain he can have no rival in our 
hearts, nothing that stands in competition for our love, no- 
thing we do not truly hate and despise comparatively to his 
favour ; nothing that can tempt us to depart from him, or to 
do the thing which will hazard his favour, or provoke his- 
displeasure; and may we not then be said to love him with 
an entire and undivided heart? 

Thirdly, That we are to love God above all things inten- 
sivk; that is, our desires must be more ardently inclined 
towards his favour, and the enjoyment of him ; we must 
long, thirst, and pant more after him; rejoice more in his 
favour than any other thing, be more concerned to retain it 
than to secure any worldly blessings, and be more satisfied 
in it than in marrow and fatness: and what more can the 
love of God with all our souls import? For seeing such a 
prevalence of our desires towards him, and delight in him, 
will not permit us to desire any thing in opposition to him, ' 
or against his will and pleasure ; but will constrain us to 
quit all other interests, that we may happily retain our in- 
terest in him we thus desire, and delight in, above all other 
things; it follows, that by thus loving God with all our 
souls, our love unto or desire of the creature, can never be 
inordinate or irregular, and so can never be offensive to 
God ; and then it cannot be forbidden by the command, to 
love the Lord our God with all our souls. In these things 
seems to be implied, or from them certainly will follow, that 
endeavour above all things to please him, that industrious 
care to serve and obey him, that vigorous employment of 
all other faculties in his service, which will demonstrate 
that we comparatively do not labour for the meat that 
perisheth, do not permit our secular employments, or our 
pursuit of any temporal enjoyments, to impair our diligence 
in the securing our eternal interests; and therefore that, in 
the true import of the phrase, we love Godwith allour might; 
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all other senses of it being inconsistent with that diligence 
in our calling, and that industry in our civil affairs, which 
God himself requires of us. And, 

Fourthly, Hence it follows, that we arc to love all other 
things only in way of relation and subordination to God; 
for if we do co-ordinately love any other thing, we love it 
equally with God. And certainly if God requires us to love 
him with all our hearts and all our souls, our love to other 
things must virtually be comprised in our love to God, or 
be dependent on it, or subservient to it, or else we must 
deprive him of some portion of the heart he calls for. More- 
over, God being our ultimate and chicfest good, all other 
things can only be good as they conduce to the enjoyment 
or service of him, and so arc to be loved for him; that is, 
we must love them as they relate to him, as they enable us 
to serve him, as they arc or may be instrumental to his 
glory, or to our enjoyment of him. 

And of this exposition of these words we cannot reason- 
ably doubt, if we consider that our Lord himself doth 
plainly seem to favour and approve of it, making that ser- 
vice, and so that love which he requires from us, to consist 
in that prevalence of affection which enables us, in any 
competition betwixt the love of the world, and the love of 
him, to cleave to God, and despise the world. This evidently 
is the import of these words, No man can serve two masters 
(when their service and commands do interfere), for he will 
either hate the one and love the other, or he will cleave to the 
one and despise the other; ye cannot (therefore) serve God 
andmammon. (Matt. vi. 24.) 

Again, Christ places the due love of himself in the pre- 
valence of our affections to him above other things, saying, 
He that loveth father or mother, son or daughter, vwlp tyl, 
aboveme, is not worthy of me. (Matt. x. 37.) Whence it must 
follow, by the rule of contraries, that he who loveth Christ 
more than father or mother, son or daughter, or any worldly 
interest whatever, must be worthy of him. From these two 
places it is therefore evident, that to love God so as to de- 
spise and to forsake all other things, to cleave unto him ; 
to love God superlatively, so as to have our affections moTe 
powerfully carrie'd out after him than any other thing that 
is most dear unto us, is, in the Scripture sense, to love God 
with a whole aud entire heart. And surely, if I love God 
so as to love nothing which is contrary to him, or which he 
forbiddeth me to love, I can do nothing contrary to the 
love I owe to him. If I love him, so as to prize neither 
friendship, relations, fame, honour, pleasures, riches, life, 
or any temporal concernments, so as to offend him by pre- 
serving them, I do notinordinately love them ; for obedience 
being the true test oflove, where there is no neglect of obe- 
dience, there can be no want of love.* Moreover, if I prize 
nothing in comparison with God in my mind, if I cleave to 
nothing in competition with him in my will, if I desire no- 
thing in comparison with him in my affections, if 1 pursue 
nothing but with relation to his glory and in subordination 
to his sacred will, how can I be wanting in my duty to him? 
And if I be not wanting in my duty to him, how can I sin 
against him? 

[ u ]Ver.39. TIiou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself] 
Here note, (1.) that by our neighbour here, we are to un- 
derstand every other person who is capable of kindness 
from us, and stands in need of help. So St. Paul expounds 
it, Rom. xiii. 8. Owe no man any thing, but to love one 



another, for 6 ayairwv top tnpov, &c. he that loveth another, 
hath fulfilled the law, which saith, Thou shalt love top 7tXtj- 
<t(ov, thy neighbour as thyself This will be evident, 

First, From our Lord's answer to this inquiry, Wlio is 
my neighbour? for such a case did he propound in demon- 
stration of this point, as did extort from a great rabbi this 
frank confession, that oven a Samaritan discharging a 
great office of humanity towards a Jew, acted the part of a 
true neighbour to him, and consequently that such huma- 
nity and mercy was also due from any Jew to a Samari- 
tan. Now Scripture and the Jewish records do inform us, 
that there was the greatest strangeness and averseness be- 
twixt the Jew and the Samaritan, they would have no con- 
verse together, they would receive no kindness one from 
another ; witness the question which the woman of Sama- 
ria puts to Christ, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest 
drink of me, who am a woman of Samaria,for the Jews have 
no dealings with the Samaritans? (John iv. 19.) Hence 
saith the son of Sirach, Two nations doth my soul hate, the 
Samaritans and the Philistines. (Ecclus. 1. 26.) And hence 
that proverb of the Jews, that to eat flesh with a Samari- 
tan, is as bad as to eat swine's flesh. Now hence it clearly 
follows, that Christ, by shewing that the Jews and the Sa- 
maritans were neighbours, must teach us that no difference 
of nation or religion, no alienation of affections, can exempt 
us from owning any person as our neighbour ; and that by 
saying, Go thou and do likewise, our Lord obligeth us to 
love them as we love ourselves, and to be helpful to them 
in their need, according to our power. 

Secondly, This is apparent from all those evangelical 
commands which do extend this duty to all men, and 
thereby shew that all men are to be beloved as neighbours ; 
such are these exhortations, As you have opportunity, do 
good to all men ; (Gal. vi. 10.) see that none render evil for 
evil unto any man, but ever follow that which is good, both 
among yourselves and to all men. (1 Thess. v. 15.) To this 
intent are those directions, to follow peace with all men, to 
be patient and gentle towards all .men: such, lastly, is that 
fervent supplication of St. Paul to his Thessalonians, the 
Lord make you to increase in love towards one another, and 
towards all men: all which expressions make it evident, 
that the affection of the Christian must extend to all men, 
and that his neighbourhood is universal and unlimited. 

Thirdly, This also will be evident from the example we 
are called to imitate in this affection, viz. the love and 
mercy of our God and Saviour ; for we arc to be followers 
of God as dear children, and walk in love, and to be perfect 
as our heavenly Father is perfect. Now God is good to all, 
and his mercies are over all his works; he is the Saviour 
of all men, this kindness he is willing to vouchsafe, this 
saving health he freely tenders, and joyfully imparts to the 
greatest of repenting prodigals; he is kind to the unthank- 
ful and the wicked, and maketh his stm to rise upon the just 
and the unjust; and in this he expecteth to be imitated by 
us, if ever we desire to be deemed his children, or to enjoy 
the blessings he hath prepared for them alone: thus our 
great Teacher doth instruct us, I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them that despitefully use you, tltat you 
may be children of your Father which is in heaven. More- 
over, the kindness of our -Lord to all his brethren, par- 
takers of the same nature with him, disposed him to taste 
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death for every man, and purchase their redemption with 
his precious blood; for lie gave himself a ransom for all. 
Since therefore we are called to imitate the love and kind- 
ness of our God and Saviour, our duty must be answerable - 
to the Divine grace, our charity must follow the example 
of our blessed Lord ; and therefore every man must be our 
brother, not only as he is derived from the same common 
stock by nature, but as by grace we are partakers of the 
same universal and redeeming love. And, 

Fourthly, If Christianity obligeth us to bear a brotherly 
affection towards the worst of enemies, to treat them with 
the greatest lovr and kindness, if without this affection to 
them we vainly do pretend to act as Christians, then must 
all men become the objects of the Christian's love. For as 
for friends, even nature and gratitude oblige us to bear af- 
fection to them, and if we do no more, our Lord informs 
us, that we do nothing which can entitle us to a reward from 
him, or shew we are advanced above the rank of publicans 
and sinners ; For if you only love them which love you,.what 
reward have you? Do not even the publicans the same? And 
if yon only do good to them who do good to you, what thanks 
have you, for sinners also do the same? (Matt. v. 46. Luke 
vi. 33.) If then the worst, the most despiteful, and dis- 
obliging of our enemies must, by the Christian, be thus 
loved, and therefore owned as his neighbour, what man can 
be excluded from that appellation? . ! 

To love this neighbour as ourselves, (1.) it is not neces- 
sary that we should love him from the same inward prin- 
ciples and dispositions which excite our affection to our- 
selves ; for we by nature are so framed, that we are for- 
cibly engaged to avoid that which is evil and afflicting to 
us, from that quick sense of pain and trouble it createth to 
us, and to pursue that which doth gratefully affect us, from 
the experience of that inward pleasure, joy, and satisfaction 
which we reap from the enjoyment of it ; but we find no 
proportionable inward sense of pain from that which is af- 
flictive to our brother, nor yet of pleasure from what is ad- 
vantageous and grateful to him ; and therefore cannot from 
the same inward principles be moved so strongly to pre- 
vent the pain, want, infamy, he may labour under, or to 
procure his pleasure and advantage : and therefore the Di- 
vine wisdom saw it meet to supply this delect, by deterring 
us from the neglect of our regard towards our brother 
in his misery, by threatening the severest punishments to 
this want of mercy ; and therefore, by the consideration of 
the greatest evils which might befal ourselves for that neg- 
lect, and to engage us to all the acts of kindness, charity, 
and mercy to our brother in his misery, by the promise of 
the most excellent rewards, or of the choicest blessings, 
and so to move us to these duties from the like principles 
of self-love. 

Secondly, This rule doth not engage us upon pain of 
God's displeasure to an absolute equality in our affection 
to our brother and ourselves, but only to make that affec- 
tion which we boar to ourselves the rule, and the direction, 
for the expression of our love unto our brother ; it saith, 
sicut teipsum, non quantum teipsum; it enjoins us to love 
our brother in all the instances in which we do express our 
love unto ourselves, but not in equal measure : for cer- 
tainly my love unto myself must have priority unto the love 
I bear unto my brother in all equal circumstances. For 
instance, if I see my brother in danger of his life, I am not 



bound to put 'my own in equal danger to preserve him, but 
only to do all I can, without incurring the like danger, to 
prevent his death. If I perceive he is in want, the law of 
charity will not oblige me to put myself in equal want, but 
only to impart to him what I do not want : it doth hot bind 
me to quench his thirst, or to allay his hunger, with the 
meat or drink I ^yant as much as he, but only with those 
viands I can minister without like sense of want. If he be 
in the pest-house, or labours under an infectious disease, I 
am not bound to venture the procuring the same fatal ma- 
lady, to comfort or relieve him under it, but only to afford 
him what comfort and relief I can, without endangering 
myself. The reason is apparent from this very rule, be- 
cause we cannot thus affect ourselves, and therefore cannot 
be obliged thus to love our brother; that is, no man can 
put his life in danger to prevent the danger of his life ; no 
man can supply his own wants by parting with that he 
equally wants ; and therefore no man can be obliged by 
this rule to this deportment towards others, nor can we ra- 
tionally desire that others should do s6 for us, and therefore 
we cannot be obliged to do so for them, But then we ab- 
solutely are obliged by it, 

First, To the greatest freedom from all hatred, ill-will, 
or malice to our brother, all alienation of mind, or nverse- 
ness from doing offices of kindness to him; for no man 
hateth his own self; or is averse from doing kindness to 
himself. (Eph. v. 29.) 

Secondly, To be careful that we never do him any in- 
jury, ovStlg yap lavry kukcl fiovkfoerai,' for no man wisheth 
evil to himself, and love worketh not evil to our neighbour. 
(Rom.xiii.10.) 

Thirdly, That we still retain a kind affection to him, and 
a readiness to do him good ; for we have always this good- 
will to our ownselves ; and this is necessary, both that our 
charity may be acceptable to God, and that we may both 
seriously desire, and, as we have opportunity, promote, his 
good. And therefore, 

Fourthly, We arc to be as helpful to him as our circum- 
stances will permit, both in our words, our prayers, instruc- 
tions, advice, admonishments, and consolations, and in our 
works, the labours of our hands, our bodies, and the ex- 
penses of our purse, that, by thus serving and bearing one 
another's burdens, we may fulfil the law of love. (Gal. v. 14.) 

Fifthly, We are to sympathize with, and commiserate 
him in his afflictions, (1 Cor. xii. 2G.) and do what in us 
lies to alleviate his burdens; (Gal. vi. 2.) and to rejoice 
with him in his prosperity : for we in our prosperity rejoice, 
in our adversity are sorry. This therefore is a rule we are 
not only taught of God, (1 Thess. iv. 9.) but we aro taught it 
from our ownselves ; this being the great advantage of this 
rule, that it sends us not to learn our duty from the great 
doctors of the world, but only to the law written on all 
our hearts, or to that celebrated rule of the philosophers," 
" nosce teipsum," know thyself, reflect upon the inward 
motions of thy heart, and observe thy demeanour to thy- 
self; and this will faithfully admonish thee, and make thee 
skilful to discern what is the love and kindness which thou 
owest to others, and will enable thee to judge aright in all 
the instances of justieo and humanity. 

I 15 ] Ver. 40. On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.'] This is a metaphor taken from the 
custom mentioned by Tcrtullian, of hanging up their laws 

2B2 
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in a public place, to be seen of all men ; and it imports, 
that in them is compendiously contained nil that the law 
and prophets do require in reference to our duty to God 
and man : for though there be some precepts of temperance 
which we owe to ourselves, yet are they such as we may 
be moved to perform from the true love of God and of our 
neighbour ; for if we truly love God, we cannot be wanting 
in them, for the lovo of God will make us humble, con- 
tented with our portion ; it will preserve us from all in- 
temperance, impatience, and evil lustings ; it will make us 
watchful over ourselves, to keep a good conscience, and 
solicitous for our eternal weal ; and tho love of our neigh- 
bour will free us from all angry passions, envy, malice, and 
other perturbations which arise against him. (SeeExamen 
MjIIii here.) 

[ l6 ] Ver. 46. Kal ovS^c tSvvaro avrty airoKptOfjvaiXoyov* And 
no man could answer him a tvord.] Hence it is plain, that 
the artifices which the Jews now use to evade this place, 
by saying, these words belong to Abraham, or David, or, as 
Justin Martyr* testifies, to Ezekiel, had not then obtained: 
for, if it had not then been the received opinion that this 
Psalm belonged to the Messiah, Christ would not have al- 
leged it to this end, much less would he have put the 
scribes and pharisees to silence by so doing. And whereas 
Woltzogenius here notes, that this place proves Christ is 
not God, because he is here distinguished from God, by 
sitting at his right hand: this we grant, according to that 
human nature, from which alone he is said to sit at the 
right hand of God; and though, as he replies, the human 
nature is no person, whereas it is the person of Christ 
which sits at the right hand of God ; this is nothing to the 
purpose : for, though it be Christ personally taken, who sits 
at the right hand of God, yet he is not said to sit there ac- 
cording to his Divine, but human nature; thus is it, the 
Lord of glory who was crucified, 1 Cor. ii. 8. yet he was 
not crucified as the Lord of glory. 

chap; xxiii. 

1. A HEN spake Jesus to the multitude and to his dis- 
ciples, 

2. Saying, [ l ] The scribes and the pharisees sit in Mo- 
ses's seat (i.e. are the received interpreters of the law of 
Moses). 

3. All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe (ac- 
cording to that law), that observe and do ; but do not ye 
after their works: for they say, and do not (themselves that 
which they teach to be the duty of others). 

4. [*] For they bind heavy burdens, and grievous to be 
borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but(are so forget- 
ful of the mercy required by the law, that) they themselves 
will not movo them with one of their fingers (i. e. they will 
do nothing to remove those burdens from them that are op- 
pressed with them). 

5. But (and) all their works they do to be seen of men, 
(i.'e.for ostentation of piety ; to which end) [ 3 ] they make 
broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their 
irarments, (as men highly concerned to remember the com- 
mandments of the Lord, writ upon these phylacteries, 
Numb. xv. 38, 39.) 



♦ Dial. p. 256. 



G, And (they) love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and 
the chief seats in the synagogue^, 

7. And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, 
Rabbi, Rabbi. 

8. [ 4 ] But be not ye called Rabbi (guides, but only 
teachers and ministers of the word, which ye have learned 

from Christ): for one is your Master, even Christ; and all 
ye are brethren (or equally his servants in this ministry). 

9. And call no man your father upon the earth (i. e. be 
swatjed by no man in matters of faith, as children are by the 
ivill of their fathers); for one is your Father, which is in 
heaven (to whose will and precepts alone you owe an abso- 
lute subjection). 

10. Neither be ye called masters; for one is your Master, 
even Christ (from whom ye receive what you communicate 
to others, and so ye have no power over the faith of men, as 
masters have over their servants, but are only stewards and 
dispensers of the mysteries of Christ). 

11. But he that is greatest among you, shall be your ser- 
vant, (for the sake of Christ, 1 Cor. iii. 5. 2 Cor. iv. 5.) 

12. And whosoever shall exalt himself (by acting not as 
a servant, but a lord and master) shall be abased; and 
he that shall humble himself (to the meanest office in this 
ministry) shall be exalted. 

13. But woe to you, scribes and pharisees, (who are) 
hypocrites ! for [ 5 ] ye shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men (by your example, doctrine, and authority): 
for ye neither go in (to it) yourselves, neither suffer ye 
them that are entering (into it) to go in. 

14. Woe to you, scribes and pharisees, hypocrites! for 
[ 6 ] ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence ( that ye 
may be more tmsted by them, ye) make long prayers (as 
devout persons): therefore ye shall (for this hypocrisy) re- 
ceive the greater damnation. 

15. Woe to you, scribes and pharisees, (who are) hypo- 
crites ! for ye compass sea and land (go to all the regions 
of your dispersions) to make one proselyte (to your reli- 
gion); and when he is made (so), [*] ye make him twofold 
more the child of hell ( more opposite to the gospel and the 
professors of it) than yourselves. 

16. Woe to you, ye blind guides, which say, [ 8 ] Whoso- 
ever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing (obligatory); 
but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is 
a debtor (i. e. he is obliged to perform his oath) ! 

17. Ye fools, and blind ! for ( since ye swear by something 
sacred, let me ask). Whether is greater, the gold, or the 
temple that sanctificth the gold? (i.e. makes it more sacred 
than any common gold.) 

18. And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, (you say) 
it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is 
upon it, he is guilty (if he do not perform his oath). 

19. Ye fools, and blind ! for whether is greater, the gift, 
or the altar that sanctifies the gift? (which is therefore sa- 
cred, because offered on it.) 

20. Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth 
by it, and by all things (all gifts laid) thereon, ( and by him 
to whom they are offered*) 

21. And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, 
and by him that dwcllcth therein. 

22. And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the 
throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon. 

23. Woe to you, scribes and pharisees, hypocrites! for 
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ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, and cummin, and have 
[9] omitted the more weighty matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and faith ; these ought ye to have done (because 
your own constitutions require them), and not to leave the 
other undone (which God especially requires). 

24. Ye blind guides, which [ 10 ] strain at a gnat (i.e. who 
scruple things of the least moment), and swallow a camel 
(i. e. but venture freely on the grossest sins). 

25. Woe to you, scribes and pharisees, hypocrites! for 
ye (act as men intent to) make clean the outside of the cup 
and of the platter (to appear clean in the eye of men), but 
within they are full of extortion and excess. 

26. Thou blind pharisee, cleanse first that which is within 
the cup and platter ( the inward motions of thy heart), that 
the outside of them (i. e. thy actions) may be clean also. 

27. Woe to you, scribes and pharisees, hypocrites! for 
[ ll ] ye are like to whited sepulchres, which indeed appear 
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, 
and of all uncleanness (and therefore have a white mark 
set upon them, that they may be avoided). 

28. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous to men, 
but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

29. Woe to you, scribes and pharisees, hypocrites! 
[ 12 ] because you build the tombs of the prophets, and gar- 
nish the sepulchres of the righteous, 

30. And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, 
we would not have been partakers with them in (shedding) 
the blood of the prophets. 

31. Wherefore ye be witnesses to (against) yourselves, 
that ye are the children of them who killed the prophets. 

32. Fill ye up then ( Gr. and ye will fill up) the measure 
of your fathers (sins, and shew greater malice against the 
prophets now sent by God to you). 

33. (For) ye (are) serpents, ye (are a) generation of 
vipers (i. e. more venomous against me and my disciples, 
than ever your forefathers were against the old prophets), 
hoxf(then) can ye escape the damnation of hell? 

34. [ 13 ] Wherefore, behold, I send to you prophets, and 
wise men, and scribes (i. e.true interpreters of the law and 
the prophets): and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; 
and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and 
persecute them from city to city: 

35. [ u ] That upon you ( thus outdoing the malice of your 
forefathers against the prophets, sent to you by God) may 
come ( the punishment of) all the righteous blood (of God's 
prophets) shed upon the earth, [ 15 ] from the blood of righ- 
teous Abel to the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, 
whom ye slew (i. e. stoned, 2 Chron. xxiv. 22.) between 
the temple and the altar. 

3G. Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come 
upon this generation. 

37. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the pro- 
phets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, [ l6 ]how 
often would I have gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings (i. e. have 
treated you with the most tender affection), but ye would 
not (embrace my kind offers) I 

38. Behold, (therefore now) your house is left unto you 
desolate. 

39. [ 17 ] For I say unto you,- Ye shall not see me hence- 
forth (Gr. after a while), till (the time cometh, that) ye 
shall (would gladly) say, Blessed is he that cometh in the 



name of the Lord (i. e. it woidd be joyful news to you 
indeed, to hear of a Messiah coming to deliver yon from the 
impendent vengeance, and then you shall see him coming, 
Hot as a saviour, but a severe avenger). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXIII. 

[*] Ver. 2. Eni^ rife Moktewc KaO&pag ika$&rav oi faptaaiot, 
Ver.3. iravra ovv oaa av uttoktiv vfitv Tijpetv, rrjpure kcu 7TO«7te. 
The scribes and pharisees sit in the seat of Moses; Ver. 3. 
And therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe 
and do.] i.e. Saith Theophylact, All that they require, Ik 
t&v M<jj<r{<jjg |3£j3Xa>v fj inrb tov 0eoi; v6fiov,from the books of 
Moses, or the law of God : which interpretation must be 
allowed of, (1.) because Christ elsewhere requires his dis- 
ciples to beware of the leaven, that is, the doctrine, of the 
scribes and pharisees ; (Mattxvi. 6. 12.) and that because 
they taught for doctrines the commandments of men, and by 
their traditions made void the law of God, (Matt. xv. 6. 9.) 
and were blind leaders of the blind into the pit; (ver. 14.) 
bidding them to understand, that nothing from without a 
man defiled a man ; than which nothing could be more con- 
trary to their doctrines and traditions : and elsewhere, re- 
.futing their doctrine touching divorce, chap. xix. and touch- 
ing oaths, ver. 16, &c. he therefore could not here say, with- 
out this restriction, that they should do and observe all their 
commands, without a contradiction to his own frequent 
doctrine. (2.) He speaks of those things which these doc- 
tors ought to have done, but did not, ver. 3. whereas they 
would have deserved no reprehension for not doing that 
which was not required of them by the law. Thus the word 
Ttavra, all things, must be restrained, when the apostle 
commands servants to obey their masters, and children their 
parents, Kara iravra, in all things; (Coloss. iii. 20. 22.) and 
wives to be subject to their husbands, zv tt<\vt\, in every thing. 
(Eph. v. 24.) Thus Isidore Pelusiota* tcacheth us to in- 
terpret those words. Note' also, that Christ speaks not 
here of the great Sanhedrin, or the chief priests; for when 
mention is made of them in the New Testament, this is still 
under the name of priests, elders, rulers, or priuces of the 
people ; of whom here is no mention, but only of the scribes 
and pharisees, who are said to sit in the seat of Moses, be- 
cause they undertook .to interpret the law of their great 
prophet Moses, either publicly to the people, or privately 
in the schools; and whilst they determined things doubtful 
and undetermined in the law, not contrary to the precepts 
of it, their decisions were to be observed for order's sake : 
Hence, of the tithing mint and cummin not mentioned in 
the law of Moses, but prescribed by them, Christ saith, 
ravra cS« iroirjaat, these things ought to be done, (ver. 23.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 4. Atvfxzvovai yap <popTia fiapza Kai cWjSaorafcra, &C. 
For they bind heavy burdens, and grievous to be borne, &c] 
These heavy burdens, saith Theophylact, were Tra$al6<m$ 
hrUuva row vofiov, their traditions added to the law, and 
called by their own writers, JTQD OWH3, the strokes of the 
pharisees, as being such as made the service of God bur- 
densome. But then, when I consider how punctual they 



* Jubet iis auscuKari, fjtn to7j *&t* lUm «rporTaTTO/*lv«c, ti /t*n to~c ^na'fxdii owk- 
Jet ly toTc ov£ctvtotc, rtXXrt Tn fotictMctXtq, /uotjj tJT iirl rZv IxxXjj^Sv ytvofstsvy too* xai x*0iJf*c 
Maio*e«c ifjLVYifjtwtwt rni tov vc/uo0stov* rfre yk$ ov rk lawr* *\\& vktZv y^Zv^A^ovTi. 
Cat. p, 691. 
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pretended to be in the observance of them, what a re- 
verence they had for them, even above the law of Moses, 
and how highly they were offended with Christ, and his 
apostles, for not walking according to them; I am apt, with 
Menochius and Maldonate, to interpret those words, they 
will not move them with one of their fingers, not of their 
neglect to observe them themselves, but of their tenacious 
exacting of them without mercy, even from those whom 
they saw grieved and oppressed with these burdens ; and 
to refer those words, they say, and do not, to the things 
taught by them, according to the law, mercy, judgment, and 
the love of God. (Sec Examen Millii here.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. 5. UXarvvovai Sfc ra <pv\aKrfipia avriov. They also 
do make broad their phylacteries.] What great holiness they 
placed in putting on the phylacteries, we learn from the 
Targum on Cant. viii. 3. which introduceth the Jews speak- 
ing thus, I am chosen above all people, because I bind my 
frontals to my head, and my left hand, and my parchment 
is fixed to the right side of my gate, or door, so that a third 
part of it comes tip to my bed, that the evil spirits may not 
hurt me : and yet very learned men think, these phylacteries 
are not commanded, Exod. xiii. 9.16. but that those words 
are only metaphorically to be understood, as a command 
to have God's laws perpetually before their eyes, and his 
deliverances always in remembrance; according to the 
liko metaphor of Solomon, when he saith of the precepts 
of wisdom, Bind them about thy neck, and write them on the 
tables of thy heart: (Pro v. iii. 3.) and that the like words, 
Deut. vi. 8,9. are to be expounded by the foregoing words, 
ver. 6. The word which I command thee this day, shall be in 
thy .heart ; and, xi. 18. Ye shall put my words in your 
heart, and in your soul. For since these words, Deut. vi. 
refer to the whole law of Moses, it seems not reasonable to 
think, that God required them to write all the precepts of 
it upon their phylacteries, or the posts of their doors. 

Ver. 6. They love the uppermost rooms in the synagogues.'] 
There shewing their pride, saith Theophylact, where they 
ought to have taught others humility. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 8. 'Y/mc & fin kX^™ paj3j3i, (>hyol 7 KaOnynrai, Be 
not ye called Rabbi, fathers, guides.] Here note, 
. First, That Christ cannot reasonably be, supposed to 
forbid either fathers to be so called by their children, this 
appellation being frequent in the sacred writers; or aged 
arid spiritual persons to admit that title in the vulgar ac- 
ceptation of it: for thus St. John styles the aged, fathers, 
1 John ii. 13. and St. Paul styles himself a father to the 
Corinthians, 1 Cor. iv. 15. and to the Galatians, iv. 19. 
These titles therefore, which men inspired by the Holy 
Ghost did use, after these words were spoken by our Lord, 
cannot bo reasonably thought to be the thing forbidden by 
Christ. 

Secondly, Nor doth Christ here fprbid these titles, only 
because they savoured of pride and affectation, but because 
they were a great intrenchment on God the Father and the 
Son, ascribing to those men, who had usurped these names, 
what properly belonged to their heavenly Father (so the 
reason here assigned shews, viz. Call no man your father 
upon earth, for one is your Father ivhich is in heaven; i. e. 
to whom alone belongs that title) ; and attributing to earthly 
guides and masters, what was due only to Christ our 
teacher and spiritual guide; Be 7iot ye called Rabbi, for 
one is your Master, even Christ : (ver. 8.) Neither be ye called 



masters (guides, or leaders), for one is vfjLtov 6 k-aOrryrrnjc, 
your leader, even Christ, (ver. 30.) Note, 

Thirdly, That the words, rabbi, father, guide, master, or 
teacher, were the titles which were then usually by the Jews 
conferred on their wise men, the fathers of tradition, or the 
men of the greatest understanding in the law of Moses; 
such persons they thought fit to salute not in a common 
form of words, but by these pompous titles. Thus of Je- 
hoshaphat they tell us, That when he saw a disciple of the 
wise, he would rise from his throne, embrace him, kiss him, 
and say to him, Abba, abba, rabbi, rabbi, mori, mori; that 
is, my father, my rabbi, my guide, or teacher. These titles 
were esteemed so due to them, that they say, the Sanhedrin 
did twenty-four times excommunicate those who gave not 
the honour of a master to their rabbins. Now by the word 
rabbi, they understood such a teacher whom they stood 
bound to hearken to, depending on his words, and not dis- 
believing, swerving from, or doubting of the truth of what 
he taught. Hence doth Gamaliel advise the ignorant among 
the Jews, to get themselves rabbies, that they may no longer 
doubt of any thing: and R. Eliezer saith, That he who se- 
parates from the school of his rabbi, or teacheth any thing 
which he hath not heard from his master, provokes the Divine 
Majesty to depart from Israel. Maimonides saith, That 
men of the degree of rabbi, were also called abba,\. e. father; 
and they took to themselves this title as well as that of 
rabbi : now to these fathers, they ascribed the same high 
and incontestible authority. Hence Maimonides saith, 
That he that ivill be holy 9 must perform the words of the 
fathers; and they declare that the words of Cabala, or 
the traditions of their fathers, were equal to the words of the 
law, and more to be regarded than the ivords of the prophets; 
that a prophet was not to be believed, except he could shew 
a sign, or a miracle; but as for these elders, or fathers, they 
were to be believed without them : it being said of them, 
Deut. xvii. 11. According to the sentence of the law which 
they shall teacfi thee, and according to the judgment ivhich 
they shall tell thee, thou shalt do. The word mar, Kaflrryrrnjc, 
which they used in Babylon, to signify one who in Judea 
was called rab, with them signifies a guide and leader in 
the way of happiness : and of this, saith St. Paul, they are 
confident, that they are guides to the blind, a light to them 
that sit in darkness, instructors of the simple, and rnasters 
of babes; (Rom. ii. 17—19.) and that so certainly, that 
their decisions were not to be doubted of, but were to be 
reputed of equal authority with the determinations of the 
prophets: For (saith Maimonides*) if a thousand prophets, 
who were equal to Elias and Elisha, bring one interpretation, 
and a thousand and one wise men produce one contrary to it, 
we must incline to the most, and be obliged rather to act ac- 
cording to the sentence of these wise-men than that of the thou- 
sandprophets. In his explication of the thirteenth treatise of 
the Sanhedrin, he distributes men, w r ho interpret the sayings 
of the wise men, into three ranks ; (1.) those who say their 
words are to be interpreted according to the letter, as think- 
ing^ "Sapicntes in omnibus indubitata; vcritatis in dictis 
suis," &c. The wise men in all their sayings of undoubted 
truth, meant only what they perceive by their ivords. (2.) 
Those who elude the words of the wise, judging themselves 
more wise and -perspicacious, and saying, % that they were 



* PrscfaL in Seder Zerairo. To. p. 32. 
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deceived: these he pronounces fools, and accursed, for 
saying these things against those great men, of whose 
wisdom they were well assured : the words of the scribes, 
according to their blasphemous sayings, being* more ami- 
able than the words of the prophets, and more weighty ; and, 
the words of the Cabala equal to the words of the law. And 
even Josephusf saith, That they who were of the sect of the 
pharisees, followed their guide, and thought it necessary to 
observe and contend for whatsoever he would command; the 
sadducees held it a virtue, to doubt of, or contend against, 
the teachers of the wisdom w r hich their traditions contained; 
but they yielded wch honour to their ancestors, that they 
durst not be so bold as to gainsay any thing that they had 
introduced as fit to be observed; where we have the 8i8a<r- 
icaXot in express words, KaStryirrcu in the word fiytfioveg, 
guides, and fathers in the ry riXtidq. wqqwovtzq, or the an- 
cients; and all of them represented as persons, of whose 
doctrines none ought to doubt, and whose sayings no man 
should gainsay! And again, the pharisees delivered vo- 
fitfia iroXXa, many things to be received as laws, w T hich were 
not in the law of Moses ; from which, though the sadducees 
dissented, yet when they came to the magistrates, they were 
forced to subscribe to them,J Sia to firj aAXwc Ivektovs yiveaSat 
Tolg wknStmv, since otherwise they would not be endured by 
the multitude; among whom, so great was their authority, 
that though they spake against the king, or the high-priest & 
ivZvq m<TTeve<T%cn, they were presently believed. And even the 
Scripture informs us, that they taught for doctrines, or for 
things necessary to be observed, the commandments of men, 
(Matt. xv. 9.) and pronounced them accursed who held 
contrary to their sentiments. (John vii. 47 — 49.) The im- 
port therefore of these words seems to be this ; 

First, That no man was to be called/a£Aer upon earth, so 
as that we should yield an absolute subjection to his will 
and pleasure, or be absolutely swayed and governed by it. 

Secondly, That we should call no man guide, or master 
upon earth, no fathers, no church, no councils, so as abso- 
lutely to submit ourselves in the concernment of our eter- 
nal interests, to the conduct of their judgments, or give 
them dominion over our faith and conscience; Christ be- 
ing the sole guide and teacher of his church, commis- 
sionated by his Father to reveal his will, and teach us 
what is needful to be known, believed, or done, in order to 
salvation ; and even his apostles being only to be looked 
upon as the ministers and ambassadors of Christ, and only 
to be credited as, by their gifts, and by the miraculous 
powers derived from him, they taught men those things he 
had commanded, and by his Spirit had revealed to them. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 13. KXtttTB rrjv (iamXdav T(ov ovpahuv, Ye shut np 
the kingdom of heaven against men.'] The business of a 
key being to open and give entrance into a place, they 
who obstructed this entrance are here said to shut the 
kingdom of heaven against men : and this the scribes and 
pharisees did, (1.) by their example ; for, pretending to be 
guides to others, they themselves refused to go into it, and 
so obstructed the entrance of others, by saying, Have any 



• Liglitf. in Matt. xv. 2 




aiffami. Antiq. lib. xTiii. cap. 1. la«««*7oi 3i «rpoj w, 
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of the scribes or pharisees believed on him ? (John vii. 48.) 
they made good that of Christ, you enter not in yourselves.- 
(2.) By their doctrine ; they cavilling at all that he said, 
and endeavouring to render the truth of it suspected, re- 
jecting him as not of God, because he kept not the sabbath, 
(John ix.lG.) and accusing him of blasphemy, and casting 
out of devils by Beelzebub, (Matt. xii. 24.) and by their vain 
traditions, which he deservedly rejected, putting a bar to 
the spiritual doctrine of his kingdom ; thus did they shut 
up the kingdom of heaven against men. (3.) By their au- 
thority; excommunicating and maliciously persecuting 
them who owned his doctrine, and decreeing that they 
should be cast out of the synagogue, (John ix.22.) and pro- 
fessing to have an authority to pass judgment on true and 
false prophets. 

Ver. 14. Oval v/jlIv ypafijiaTEtg teat faptacuoL viroKptToi.'] 
These words, saith Dr. Mills, Origen and Euscbius do not 
own, they seem to be put in herefrom St. Mark and Luke. 
(Prol. p. 42. col. 2.) If we may judge of Eusebius, from 
whom no place is cited, by what is said of Origen, the 
doctor must mistake in both ; for Origen expressly cites 
these words, Horn. 15. in Jcr. p. 145. and citing ver. 15. 
in Matt. p. 32G. he styles the words, The second woe de- 
nounced in the gospel of St. Matthew against the scribes and 
pharisees. They are also' owned by Chrysostom, Theophy- 
lact, and by all the versions. 

[ 6 ] KaTeaSUre otKtagTMV ")(y)pb)v, Ka\irpo<j>a<TH/2atcpa it po<rev)(y- 
puvot, Ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make 
long prayers.] This sect (saith Josephus*) pretended to a 
more exact knowledge of the law, ov x^P iv <*>c™ SeTov 7rpo<r- 
woiovnlvo)v vttxikto n yw<wco)vTTtQ, on which account the wo- 
men were subject to them, as pretending to be dear to God. 
And when Alexandra f obtained the government, they in- 
sinuated themselves info her favour, as being the exactest 
sect of the Jews, and the exactest interpreters of the law, 
and, abusing her simplicity, did, as they listed, remove and 
dispose, bind and loose, and even cut off men. They were 
in such vogue for their long prayers, which they continued 
sometimes three hours, that perhaps they sold them, as do 
the Roman priests their masses, or pretended others should 
be more acceptable to God for them; and so might spoil 
devout widows by the gifts or salaries they expected from 
them. Now this being only a hypocritical pretence of 
piety, must be hateful to God, and so deserve a greater 
condemnation. (See Examen Millii here.) 

f 7 ] Ver. 15. Hqiute <xvtov vtbv ydvvrjg Si7rXorepov ifiiov, 
You compass sea and land to make one proselyte, — aiid ye 
make him twofold more the child of hell than youi-selves.] It 
was the complaint of the Jewish nation, that the proselytes 
were scabs of the church, and hindered the coming of the 
Messiah, as being ignorant of the law, and bringing in 
revenge. Justin Martyr]: informs us of them, that these 
proselytes did not only disbelieve Christ's doctrine, aXXa 
$tir\6rcpov ifiiov fi\aa$r\}iov<jtv tig to ovojia avrov, but wei'e 
twice more blasphemous against him than the Jews them- 
selves, endeavouring to torment, and cut them. (i. e. the 
Christians) off wheresoever they could, they being in this 
the instruments of the scribes and pharisees. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 16. *Oc av ofioay Iv rq> vay, ovUv Igtiv, Woe to 
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you which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple it is no- 
tiling^ &c] Of this see the notes on v. 3(>. and observe, 
(1.) that to 6<pd\av signifies to be obliged to perform his 
oath, so that they thought that other oaths might be vio- 
lated without sin. (2.) That they so valued swearing, by 
the gifts of the altar, ver. 18. because they brought in gain 
to them. (3.) Observe, that those words, He that sweareth 
by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things upon it, are 
to be thus understood, — that he sweareth by him whose 
altar it is, for the accessory follows the principal; and an 
oath must be supposed to be by something which can tes- 
tify to the truth, and punish the falsehood of it; and so he 
that thus swears, must in all reason be supposed to swear 
by that God also, to whom the altar doth belong. 

p] Ver. 23. Kal h^Kart ra fiapvrzpa rov vojiov, &C And 
omit the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and 
faith.] This is indeed the bane of all religion and true 
piety, to prefer rituals and positive institutions before the 
precepts of natural religion, which are always good and 
necessary upon their own account, and not only because 
commanded; and human institutions before Divine; and 
this is a certain sign of gross hypocrisy. Faith in, or the 
love of, God, (as it is, Luke xi. 42.) is the foundation of all 
piety ; mercy, of all that charity we shew to our brother; 
and judgment, of all righteous dealing. Now, that the 
pharisees wanted this faith and love, to God, was visible 
from their hypocrisy ; that they were full of rapine and 
injustice we learn from ver. 25. that they were a crafty sort 
of men, prone to envy and hatred, from Josephus, Antiq. 
lib. xvii. cap. 3. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 24. 01 divXtZovrzg rbv Kvjvwira, rr)v Se Kaji^Xov 
KaraTTivovrtg, Ulio strain at a gnat, but swallow a camel.] 
Vain is here the suspicion of Cajetan, that camel cannot 
be the true reading, because no man can swallow it; he 
might as well have suspected the, beam mentioned chap. vii. 
because no man's eye can contain it. This the rulers and 
the pharisees did in not admitting the thirty pieces into 
tho treasury, because it was the price of blood; and yet 
with those very pieces hiring Judas to procure the shedding 
that blood ; and by scrupling to enter the judgment-hall lest 
tliey should be defiled, but not scrupling to shed the blood 
of the innocent. (John xviii. 28.) 

[ n ] Ver. 27. TLapofiotaZeTe Ta<f>otg KBKOvtafxivotc, Ye are like 
to ivhited sepulchres.] Luke xi. 44. we ra ^tv^cTa ra aStjAa, 
as graves that appear not. For explication and recon- 
ciliation of the words of. the evangelists, note, (1.) that 
they who touched any part of a sepulchre, were by the law 
of Moses polluted by it, Numb. xix. 16. (2.) That there- 
fore, to avoid this pollution, the Jews were wont to put 
■some sign or mark upon it, by which it might be discerned 
to be a sepulchre, and so might be avoided ; for so their 
canon runs, that if any man finds a sepulchre, he is bound 
to put a mark upon it, that it be not an offence to others, 
since otherwise they might be in perpetual danger of con- 
tracting uncleanness: this mark they made with lime ma- 
cerated with water, which made them appear white; and 
when these marks were worn out, and so the sepulchres 
become aSrjAa, indiscernible, the grass being grown over 
them, and the herbs that grew upon them making them 
wpata, beautiful, as to outward appearance, and like to 
other earth, so that men were in danger of being polluted 
by them, they were again marked and made white with 



lime; they are therefore said to appear beautiful to mm, 
by St. Matthew, for the same reason that they are styled 
aSj/Aa, indiscernible, by St. Luke, because the white mark 
was worn out, or so covered over with grass and herbs, that 
it could not be discerned. Such, saith Christ, are ye pha- 
risees, appearing outwardly specious and fair to men, 
whilst yet your inward parts are full of hypocrisy and ini- 
quity. Vain then is the imaginary pretence of any con- 
tradiction in what Dr. Hammond here offers from Dr. Po- 
cock, the ivhited sepulchres being sepulchres which at first 
had received this white mark, or cippus; but yet the sight 
of it was lost by the herbs growing up high enough to 
cover it, or by the rain washing it away. 

[ ie ] Ver. 29, 30. "On o\KO^O}XUTtTovgra(^ovg7il)V'rrpo^r\Twv, 
teal KovfiuTz ra fivK}fiua twv StKalwv, Woe unto you— for ye 
build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres 
of the righteous.] Wherefore ye be witnesses to yourselves 
(i.e. you yourselves witness), that ye are the children of 
them which killed the prophets; (ver. 31, 32.) fill ye up then, 
Kal TrXrjpcjtrarc, and ye will fill up, the measure of your fathers* 
cruelties in this kind : being now fitly compared to serpents 
and vipers for tho venomous hatred, you bear to me, the 
Prophet promised by Moses, and those sent among you in 
my name, and will thereby shew you. are their children, as 
well by disposition as by natural descent. The words in 
St. Luke, xi. 47, 48. run thus: Woe to you, for ye build 
up the sepulchres of the prophets, whom (you acknowledge 
that) your fathers killed Spa fiaprvpure you therefore by this 
testify that you are by nature the children of those fathers, 
for they (i. e. their fathers) killed them, and you (the chil- 
dren of them) build their sepulchres (koI ovvivSokuti- toXq 
ipyotg T<ov traripwv vfitov), and by your hatred against mo 
and mine, you farther shew your likeness to them in dis- 
positions also : so that I foresee, that of those wise men 
which I send to you, some of them you will persecute, and 
some of them you will kill and crucify, and so will so far 
fill up the measure of their sins, that tipon you may justly 
fall the punishment of all the blood of the prophets and 
righteous men shed by your fathers, and by you their chil- 
dren in iniquity. All that can be objected against this 
paraphrase, which makes the words of Luke so plain, and 
so exactly to agreo with the words here, is, that it puts 
these words, Kal vvvtvSoKUTt role ipyotg twv irariptov ifiwv, 
andye allow of the works of your fathers, in a parenthesis; 
of which we have examples in the New Testament suffi- 
cient to justify the doing this ; so Mark xii. 12. They 
sought to lay hold ttpoil him (eyvoxrav yap on irpbg avrovg 
n)v irapafioXrjv utn, for they knew he spake this parable 
against them), but they feared the people: xvi. 3, 4. They 
said, Wlio shall roll away the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre? (k-cu avafiXtyaaat %zu)povmv 8tl aTTOKZKvXttTTai & 
XiQoc, and looking up, they saw it tvas rolled away;) for it 
was very great. (See Mark xiv. 22. 24. Luke v. 15, 16. 
27. Rom. iii. 5.8. Rev. xx. 12, 13. see the like in the Old 
Testament, Gen. xiii. 10. Exod. xii. 15. Cant, i.5.) . 

[ I3 ] Ver. 34. Wherefore I send among you prophets and ivise 
men : and some of them ye shall kill and crucify ; and some 
of them ye shall scourge, &c] This they did, stoning Ste- 
phen, Acts vii. 59. cutting off James with the sword, Acts 
xii. 2. scourgiug Peter and the apostles, Acts v. and per- 
secuting Saul and Barnabas/row city to city. (See note on 
Luke xi. 49.) 
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[ u ] Ver. 35. "Oirwg tX$»j c0* v/mag nav ai/xa Simiov, Ik^vvo- 
fitvov hi rrig y^g, That upon you may come (the national 
punishment of) all the blood shed in the land.'] L e. That it 
may come upon you, taking pleasure in the works of your 
fathers, and by the said bloody actions filling up the mea- 
sure of their sins by killing your Messiah, the chiefest of 
all prophets; and the wise men he sent last of all to offer 
terms of pardon and salvation to you : and this rendered 
their punishment not only equitable, but almost necessary ; 
for it being the observation of their own wise men, from 
Gen. xv. 16. That God taketh not vengeance of a nation 
till they have fitted up the measure of their sins; the Jews of 
that generation doing this to the utmost, and by their euSo- 
w'a, i.e. the pleasure which they took in doing not only the 
like, but even more bloody actions, they becoming ex post 
facto partakers with their forefathers in their sins ; and 
being notdeterred from the like actions by all the punish- 
ments which they had suffered by them in the captivity of 
their whole nation, they made it both equitable and neces- 
sary this punishment should fall upon that generation. 

[ 15 ] 'A7TO tov atfxarog rov SiKaiov *Aj3cX ewg rov atyarog Za- 
X^ptov vlov Bapaxiov From the blood. of righteous Abel (the 
first prophet and preacher of righteousness, Heb. xi. 4. 
2 Pet. ii.5.) to the blood of Zachariasthe sonof Barachias.~\ 
Here two things need to be explained ; viz. who was the 
son of Barachias, and why he is mentioned rather than any 
of those righteous persons who were afterward destroyed 
by the Jews. To the first question, I answer, (1.) that he 
could not be Zacharias, vlbg Bapaxov, the son of Baruch, 
mentioned by Josephus,* as fxtaoirovripog, a hater of tcicked 
things and persons, and therefore slain by the zealots lv 
ftiay rw hpa}, in the middle of the temple. For (l.)the name 
seems not the same ; for as Baruch in Jeremiah and the 
Apocrypha, is always called by the Septuagint, Ba/ooi% s <> 
JTO"U is still rendered by them Bapaxtag, Isa. viii. 2. Zeeh. 
i. 1.7. ; and Neh. iii. we find Bapaxtag, ver. 4. and Bapoi»x» 
ver. 20. which shews they were not the same names. (2.) 
The blood of Bapaxtag was the blood of a prophet, (Luke 
xi. 50, 51.) whereas the Baruch mentioned by Josephus was 
no prophet, nor doth it appear that he was a righteous per- 
son, he being an unbeliever, and one of those who rebelled 
against Caesar; and (3.) Christ speaks here of the prophets 
whom tyovtvaav, they had slain, not of one who Avas only 
to be slain a little before the destruction of Jerusalem, for 
then none of the people could have understood his meaning. 
Nor (2.) could he be Zacharias, the father of John the Bap- 
tist; for as he was not owned by the Jews to be a prophet, 
nor was he sent by God unto the Jews under that charac- 
ter; so Origenf confesseth that it cannot be proved from 
Scripture either that he teas the son of Barachias, or that 
he was slain between the temple and the altar. And indeed 
that he was the son of Barachias is only said by Nieepho- 
rus out of Hippolytus ; that he was slain in the temple is a 
tradition more current among the aneients,£ but yet St. 
Jerome saith, it is only taken, " ex quibusdam apoery- 
phorum soranis," from some dreams of apocryphal ivriters. 

• Da Rello Jad. lib. it. cap. 19. p. 883, 884. 

t " Oslendere noa ptmnnius per Scripturas Cannnicaa, nee qnod pater Joliannia 
foil filins Haracbix, nee quod acribtn el pliansai interfecernp! earn ialcr teiaplnm el 
ultare," In Mail. horn. 20. f. 49. Nicepli. Ilitl. Eccl. Jib. ii. cap. 3. 

t Origeo ibid. Basil, de Cbri*. Hum. Gcd, lorn. i. p. 509. el 510. Vide Hatn. in 
locom. 
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And indeed the tradition is false in the foundation, that he 
was slain for placing the Virgin Mary in that apartment 
of the temple, which was proper to the virgins; whereas, 
though there was the court of women, yet there was no pe-* 
culiar apartment for the virgins. Nor (3.) could it be Za- 
charias, one of the minor prophets, he living when the tem- 
ple was in its ruins, and neither temple nor altar was set up 
again ; nor do any of the Jewish historians say that he was 
slain at all, much less that he was slain between the temple 
and the altar. It remains therefore, (4.) that we here un- 
derstand that Zecharias of whom we read, 2 Chron. xxiv. 
20. that he said to the people, Why transgress ye the com- 
mandments of God, that ye cannot prdsper? because ye have 
forsaken the Lord, he hath forsaken you; and that the people 
stoned him in the court of the house of the Lord; and ver, 
22. that dying he said, The Lord look upon it, and require 
it. But against this it is objected, ' * 

Obj. 1. That he was Zeehariah son of Jehoiada, ver. 20. 
this here was the son of Baraehiah. 

Ans. St. Jerome testifies that the gospel of the Naza- 
renes read the son of Jehoiada; and the word Baraehiah 
signifying praise God, as Jehoiada doth, why might- not 
that be translated in Greek vlbg Bapaxlov, which was- 
spoken in Syriac, the son of Jehoiada? Moreover, it is 
common among the Jews to change proper names, espe- 
cially when they have any thing of the Shem Hamporash, 
or Jehovah, in them, into words of like signification; so for 
Judas some use Thaddeus, of the same import, and fronv 
the same root ilTTi, and Jehoiakim is the name given by 
the king of Egypt to Eliakim, 2 Kings xxiii. 34. 2 Chron, 
xxxvi. 4. that is, he turned El into Jah; and why then may' 
not here Jehoiada be turned into Baraehiah? 

Obj. 2. But since Christ begins with Abel, the first pro- 
phet and righteous person which was slain, why should he 
end with one slain before the destruction of the temple, 
•and not with one near the time when he spake? 

Ans. That Christ, speaking here of prophets slain by the 
Jews, doth come to the lowest instance, no other prophet 
being slain after by them; for if the tradition' touching 
Esaias be true, he was slain, not by consent of the Jews, 
as was the son of Jehoiada, but only by the cruelty of Ma*' 
nasses. 2. There could be no fitter instance than this 
was for our Saviour's purpose, whether we consider the 
occasion of this prophet's death, the manner of it, or the 
judgments which ensued upon them for it. For, 

First, He died, as Christ and his apostles were to do, 
for reproving the Jews for their transgression and revolt 
from God, and was the son of one who h^d shewed great 
kiudness to them. 

Secondly, He dying said, Tlie Lord Iqok upon it, and re* 
quire it; foretelling that God would, or desiring that he 
would, require his blood at their hands; which prayer God 
answered so fully, that in a year all the princes of Judah/ 
and Jerusalem were destroyed by the Syrians, and tho 
spoil carried to Damascus : (2 Chron. xxiv. 23.) and Joash, 
who commanded this murder, was slain by a conspiracy 
of his own servants, (ver. 25.) And from this very time 
the state of Judah and Jerusalem grew worse and worse, 
till at last the eity was broken up, the temple burned, and 
the people captivated by Nabuzar-adan; u who (say the 
Jews) finding the blood of this prophet bubbling up in the 
temple, inquired whose blood it was; an4 when the Jews 

■ 3C 
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answered, it was tho blood of a prophet slain by them, who 
had foretold all they had suffered by Nabuzar-adan, ho slew 
ijinety-four thousand of tho rabbins, priests, and members 
of the Sanhedrin to appease it. Hence the Jews speak 
of it as of blood provoking God to anger, he will call 
to remembrance their iniquity, that they may be taken/' 
This, saith Midrash Coheleth, is the blood of Zacha- 
riah. And when Jeremiah introduceth the Jews speaking 
thus, (Lain. ii. 20.) Behold, O Lord, and consider, shall the 
priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the 
Lord? the Targum introduces the house of judgment, an- 
swering, Was it fit for.you, even in the day of propitiation, 
to kill a priest and a prophet, asyou did Zachariah the son 
oflddo in the house of the sanctuary of the Lord, because he 
Would have withdrawn you from your evil ways ? 

t 16 ] Ver.37, 38. JJoaaKiQ vOiXnaa, How oft would I have ga- 
thered your children, — k?1 ovk ^0«X/j<raTf, and ye would not] 
Jlere note, that by Jerusalem we are to understand not 
only the inhabitants of the city, but of all Judea, as ap- 
pears, (1.) because this is the import of the word else- 
where, when neither the city is mentioned, nor is it taken 
metaphorically for the heavenly Jerusalem; as 2 Kings 
xix. 21. 2 Chron. xxviii. 10. Jsa. xxxvii. 2*2. Lam. ii. 14, 
15. Ezek. ix. 9. Joel iii. 6. Luke ii. 28. xxiii. 28. (2.) 
From the punishment denounced upon her, since that be- 
longs to all whom Christ would have gathered, (ver. 37.) 
and to whom he wished that they had known in their day 
t]te things belonging to their peace. Whence it follows, 

First, That Christ did very seriously desire the conver- 
sion of those Jews who continued in their impenitence and 
unbelief, as here ho shews by the similitude of the, affec- 
tion of .a hen to her chickens ; and Luke xix. 41 — 43. by 
his weeping over them. 

Secondly, That they whom he so seriously desired to 
convert, would not be converted when they might have 
been so: for therefore were they not converted; because 
they would not be gathered. 

Ver. 39. J say unto you, that ov fiv fit tSijre an apri, 2wc 
av tnr?)T£, tv\oyr)filvog 6 Ip^ofitvoQ Iv 6v6fiart Kvpiov, ye shall 
not see me from henceforth (Gr. after a while), till ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.] These 
words by the connexion of them with the former thus, Be- 
hold, your house is left unto you desolate, Alyw yap, for I say, 
&c. seem manifestly to relate to the time of the destruction of 
the Jews, and to bear this sense ; You, who have now with 
so much indignation heard the children and people saluting 
me thus, Blessed is he that cometh in the name, of the Lord, 
after a while shall lie under so great calamities for the 
punishment of your infidelity, that you would be glad of a 
deliverer to whom you might say these words. This may 
be also gathered from the words air apn, after a while; for 
after Christ's ascension they saw him not till he came to 
the destruction of Jerusalem, which in the following chap- 
ter is so often styled, the time of the coming of the Son of 
man; the time when a*- aprt, after a while, they should see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds. (Matt. xxvi. G4.) And 
Josephus informs us, that when the Jews were nigh to de- 
struction, they earnestly expected their Messiah, or one 
coming in the namo of the Lord to deliver them : and 
readily followed those false prophets and deceivers,* who 

• De Bello Jud. lib. vii. cap. 30. p. 9£0. 



promised them deliverance, and bid them irpoafiivuv r?}v 
dirb tov 0£ov /3o?'/0£<av, expect helpjrom God. If this exposi- 
tion be not allowed, I would willingly refer this to the time 
mentioned by St. Paul, "Rom. *i. 20. When the Deliverer 
shall come out ofSion, and turn away iniquity from Jacob, 
and so all Israel shall be saved, by their conversion to the 
Lord, and saying, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord; till which timo their house shall be left to them 
desolate. (Luke xxi.24.) And thus it is a commination, 
that after a while the kingdom of God should be taken from 
the Jews of that age, and this calamity should continue 
long on their posterity. 

CHAR XXIV. 

1. AND Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: 
and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings 
of the temple. 

2. And Jesus said to them, See ye not all these things? 
[*] verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here ono 
stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 

3. And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples 
came to him privately, saying, [ 2 ] Tell us, when shall these 
things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming (to do 
these things), and of the end of the world? (or, tov aluvog, ' 
of this age.) 

4. And Jesus answered and said to them, Take heed 
that no man deceive you. 

, 5. [ 3 ] For (before this happeneth) many shall come in my 
name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

6. And (when) ye shall hear of wars and rumours* of 
wars, see that ye be not troubled: for all these things (or 
this) must come to pass, but the end (of the Jewish age and 
polity) is not yet. 

7. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom: [ 4 ] and there shall bo famines, and pesti- 
lences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 

8. All these are the beginning of (their pangs of) 
sorrows. 

9. [ 5 ] Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and 
shall kill ( some of) you : and ye shall be hated of all nations 
for my name's sake. 

10. And then shall many be offended (i. e.fall off from 
the gospel), and shall betray one another, and shall hate 
one another. 

11. And many false prophets shall arise, and shall de- 
ceive many. 

12. And because iniquity (andpersecution) shall abound, 
the love of many (to me and my doctrine) shall wax cold. 

13. Jiut he that shall endure to the end, the same shall be 
saved (i. e. preserved from this destruction). 

14. [ 6 ] And this gospel of the kingdom (of God) shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness to all nations (that 
I am the Christ); and then shall the end come (of that 
church and polity). 

15. [ T ] When yo therefore shall see the abomination of 
desolation, (i. e. the Roman army, Luke xxi. 20.) spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso 
readeth let him understand) (what the prophet there intends), 

1G. [°] Then let them which be in Judea flee to the moun- 
tains ( take this opportunity to flee thence ivith the greatest 
expedition); 
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17. Let' him which sittelh on the housetop not come 
down to take any thing out of his house: 

18. Neither let him who is in the field return back to 
take (up) his clothes. 

19. And woe to them who are with child, and to them 
that give suck in those days (and so are not in condition to 
fly swiftly and speedily out of this danger)! 

20. [ 9 ] But (and) pray ye that your flight be not' in the 
winter, nor on the sabbath-day (not in winter, when long 
and hasty journeys are most difficult ; not on the sabbath- 
day, when your flight will render you obnoxious to the dis- 
pleasure of the Jews): 

21. [ 10 ] For then shall be great tribulation, such as was 
not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor 
ever shall be (afterward, and so your flight will be more 
hazardous). 

22. ["] And except, those days should be shortened, 
there should no flesh be saved (or escape): but for the 
elect's (i. e. the Christians*) sake those days shall be 
shortened. ( Tliat this is the true import of the elect, see 
note on Mark xiii. 10.) 

23. Then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ, 
or there (he is); believe him not. 

24. For there shall (then) arise [ 12 ] false Christs and 
false prophets, and (they) shall shew great signs and won- 
ders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive 
the very elect (i. e. do all that possibly they can to deceive 
even Christians by them). • 

25. Behold, I have told you before (ver. 5. 12. of these 
things). 

26. Wherefore, [ 1S ] if they shall say to you, Behold, he 
(i. e. Christ) is in the desert ; go not forth (to seek him there: 
or if they shall say), Behold, he is in the secret chambers 
(of the temple); believe it not. 

27. For (the coming of the Son of man will not be secret, 
or obscure, but) [ U J as the lightning (which) cometh out of 
the east, and shineth even to the west; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be. 

28. For wheresoever the carcass is (i. e. the Jews are), 
there will the eagles (the Roman armies, whose ensignis the 
eagle) be gathered together. 

29. (And) [ 15 ] immediately after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken (i. e. all the govern- 
ment both in church and state shall be overthrown, as it was 
by the zealots): 

30. And then shall appear the [ l6 ] sign of the Son of man 
(who is) in heaven (i. e. the Roman army coming to the de- 
struction of the city, the temple, and people of Jerusalem): 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth (or land) mourn, 
and (then) shall they sec the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

31. And [ 17 ] he shall send his angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet (i. e. his messengers with the trumpet of the gos- 
pel), and they shall gather together his elect (among the • 
gentiles) from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. (Luke xiii. 28, 29.) 

32. Now learn a parable of (from) the fig-tree: (For) 
when her branch is yet tender and puttcth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is nigh. 

33. So likewise ye, when ye shall sec all these things 



(come to pass), know [ 18 ] that it (i. e. the ruin foretold) is 
nigh, even at the doors. 

34. [ 19 ] Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not 
pass till all these things be (asstiredly) fulfilled : (fdr) 

35. Heaven and earth shall pass away (at the tnd of the 
world you inquire after), but my ivord shall not pass away 
(unperformed).. 

36. But [ 20 ] of that day and hour (when they are thus to 
pass away,you are not to inquire; for of that) knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels of heaven, (nor the Son, Mark xiii. 
32.) but my Father only. 

37. But (know in general), as (in) the days of Noe (thb 
flood of which he prophesied was unexpected), so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be (at both these times). 

38. For as in the days that were before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage; 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 

39. And knew not till the flood came, and took theni 
all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man 
(then) be. 

40. [ 21 ] Then (shall the providence of God be so remark- 
able in preservation of his faithful people, that).two (shall) 
be in the field; the one shall be taken (by theRoman army), 
and the other left. 

41. Two (women shall be) grinding at the mill; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left, (and the like distinction 
will the angels make at the great day of judgment, xxv. 32.) 

42. Watch therefore : for ye know not (at) what hour 
your Lord doth eome. 

43. But know this (this ye know), that if the good mark 
of the house had known in what watch (of the night) tli6 
thief would eome, he would have watched, and would not 
have suffered his house to be broken up. 

44. Therefore be ye also [ 21 ] ready : for in such an houi 
as ye think not (of) the Son of man cometh. 

45. Who then is [ 25 ] a faithful and wise servant, whorri 
his lord hath made (a) ruler over his household, to giv6 
them meat in due season (instruction suitable to ilieir exi- 
gencies)? 

46. Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord when he 
cometh shall find so doing (i. e. employed in preserving 
them from apostacy in this hour of temptation). 

47. Verily I say to you, That he shall make him ruler . 
over all his goods (i. e. shall amply reward his fidelity). 

48. But if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My 
lord delayeth his coining (and so begin to doubt the truth 
ofit); • 

49. And (by reason of this backsliding heart) shall begin 
to smite his fellow-servants (i. e. Christians), and to eat 
and drink with the drunken ; (i.e. indulge himself in sensnat 
pleasures on this account, 1 Cor. xv. 32.) 

50. The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he 
lookcth not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 

51. And (for his peiftdiousness) shall £ 24 ] cut him asunder, 
and appoint (him) his portion with the hypocrites.; there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXIV. 
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down.'] The exact completion of the things foretold in this 
chapter touching the destruction of the temple, city, and 
people of Jerusalem, being an eminent confirmation of the 
truth of Christ's prophetic office, and of the Christian faith, 
I shall, as they occur, take notice of them. And (1.) to 
complete this prediction, Josephus* doth inform us, that 
Titus commanded the soldiers, ti}v re 7r<fXiv a7ra<rav teal tov 
vtwv KaTcujKairruv, to dig up the foundations both of the tem- 
ple and city. Elcazar, in Josephus,f speaking of this house 
of God, saith, irpoppiZog Ik j3a0pwv aviipiraorai, it has been 
rooted up from the very foundations. The Jewish TalmudJ 
and Maimonides add, that Tiirnns (i.e. Terentins) llufus, 
captain of the army of Titus, did with a plouglishare tear up 
the foundations of the temple, and thereby 'signally fulfd 
those words, Micah iii. 12. Therefore shall Zion for your 
sakes be ploughed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become 
heaps, and the mountains of the Lord as the high places of 
the forest. And, saith Josephus,§ We may well admire the 
exactness of the time, for the burning of the temple, Kal^va 
Km niiipav hnH]or\<n rf\v ahrrtv, happened on the same month 
and day on whichit formerly was burned by the Babylonians. 
[ 2 ] Ver. 3. Elirl Vfiiv, ttots ravra botch, koi ri to <n)fitiov rfjc 
otic 7rapov<r(ac, ko! tJJc owrtXttac tov aldjvoc, Tell us when 
these things shall be, and what shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the world.] Gr. alwvoc, of the age. 
This in St. Mark runs thus, Tell us when these things shall 

be, KOI TL TO <TT}fXUOV OTCLV fdXklJ TTCLVTa TCLVTCt GVVTt\u<T%ai, and 

what is the sign ivhen these things shall be accomplished. 
(Mark xiii. 4.) In St. Luke thus, IFIxen shall these things be, 
and what is the sign, orav fiiXky ravra yivtaOat, when these 
things are to be done? (Luke xxi. 7.) From which places, 
compared with this, it appears, that the three things here 
mentioned relate to the same time, and are only an inquiry 
to this effect; When wilt thou come to destroy the temple, 
and to put an end to the Jewish church and age? for what 
is the sign of thy corning in St. Matthew, is the sign when 
these things shall be done, in St. Luke; what is in St. Mat- 
thew (TvvTtXtta, the end of the age, is in St. Mark, the 
time when these things are about avvrtXtiaQai to be accom- 
plished. (2.) Christ so answers to the question touching 
the sign of his coming, as manifestly to shew it contem- 
porary with the desolation of the temple and polity of 
Jerusalem, saying, ver. 27. As the lightning cometh from 
the east, and shineth to the west, so shall be n -n-apovata, 
the coming of the Son of man; for, ver. 28. where the car- 
cass is, there shall the eagles be gathered together; i. e. the 
Roman army, whose ensign was the eagle : so that the 
coming of this army to destroy them, and the coming of the 
Son of man, must be contemporary. And again, ver. 37. 
39. As it was in the days ofNoe, so shall be V) 7rapov<rca, the 
coming of the Son of man: for two shall be in the field, ver. 40. 
two grinding at the mill, ver. 41. the one shall be taken, and 
the other left ; which words are followed in St. Luke with 
these, where the carcass (or body) is, there shall the eagles 
be gathered together, Luke xvii. 34. 37. (3.) This will bo 
farther evident by comparing other words of Christ with 
those contained in these three chapters of St. Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke; for Christ saith, Markix.l. There are 



* Dv Bcllo Jud. lib. tii. cap. 1. p. 170. B. 

f Taumlb. cap. 4. Hal. 6. Maim. Taamtli. cap. 5. 
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some standing here who shall not taste of death, till they see 
the Son of man coming in his kingdom, or, according to 
some copies, in his glory. And, xxvi. G2. Within a while 
ye shall see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of 
Power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. When therefore 
it is said, Matt.xxiv. 30. Mark xiii. 2G. Luke xxi. 27. Ye 
shall see the S071 of man coming in the clouds with great 
power and glory; this advent must be while some were liv- 
ing that stood by Christ, and within a while, and so not at 
the end of tho world. And in like manner, that the owte- 
\da tov altovog, or the end of the age, is the same with the 
end of the Jewish state, appears from these words, Yon 
shall hear of wars and rumours ofivars, aXX oJttw 1<tt\ to 
TsXog, but the end (you inquire after) is not yet, ver. G. 
Mark xiii. 7. Luke xxi. 9. and ver. 13. he that endureth tig 
t£Xoc, to the end, shall be saved, and ver. 14. the gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached through the world for a testi- 
mony to the gentiles, and then rfcu to tAoc, the end shall 
come; for what is in St. Matthew and St. Mark the end, is 
Luke xxi. 20. $ Ipfifiwaig o.vtw, the desolation of Jerusalem 
by the Roman army compassing her about. Nor is it to 
be wondered that the apostles, who had learned that the 
coming of the Messiah, and the end of the then present 
world, should be together, should ,thus inquire of them to- 
gether ; or that this should be styled the end of the Jewish 
age, Christ being styled the Father of the age to come, Isa. 
ix. 6. the age of Christianity, the age to come, Heb. vi. 5. 
and the end of the ages, 1 Cor. x. 11. 

[ s ] Ver. 5. IIoXXol yap IXtvaovrai Iv tw bvofiari p,ov, Xsyov- 
Tfc £?w *fy« o Xpurrog, Many shall come in my name, saying, 
I am Christ; and, vct. 11. Many false prophets shall arise, 
and deceive many.] So Mark xiii. G. Luke xxi. 8. A dis- 
tinction is to be made betwixt false Christs and false pro- 
phets: they properly are termed false Christs, who took 
upon them to be the Christ, and came under that name, as 
the words here shew. Such as Dositheus,* who said, auroc 
£tij 6 TrpofpijTtvofiEvoe vtto Mwacwc Xokttos, he ivas the Christ 
foretold by Moses. And Simon Magus,f who said, he ap- 
peared among the Jews, <Lc ufoc, as the Son of God. And 
such perhaps were those many, whom, saith Josephus, % 
ficuTtktlav 6 tempos aviirttSz, the time of ' the advent of their 
king Messias prevailed with to set up for kings. From these, 
saith Hegesippus,§ came false Christs and false prophets. 
There arose (saith Hippolytus||) some, saying, J am Christ, 
as Simon Magus, koI of Xonrol, and the rest, whose names I 
have not time to reckon up. The false prophets were such 
as promised or foretold false things ; and such were, saith 
Josephus, *§ (1.) an Egyptian false prophet and magician, 
who gathered together about thirty thousand Jeivs, whom he 
had deceived. (2.) One Theudas,** a magician, irpoffrnq yap 
iXtytv thai, for he said he was a prophet, and deceived 
many. (3.) ^£v8o7rpo^i/rrjc tic, « certain false prophet, who 
bid them go into the temple, where God would sheiv them 
manifest signs of a deliverance. He adds, that there were 
then ft ToXXot 7rpo<p{jTat, many prophets, tcho taught them 
even to the last to expect help from God. (See the note on, 
ver. 24. 2G.) 



* Orig. adr. Cela. lib. i. p. 44. in Job. lom. xir. ed. Hoel. p. 219. 

t Id. adv. Cels. lib. vi. p. 282. * Da Bello Jad. lib. i. p. 705. 

§ Apnd Euseb. II. Eccl. lib. ir. cap. 22. || De.Consum. mundi. 

% Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 6. *^Cap. 2. p. 689. G. 690. A. 

tt De Bello Jud. lib. vii. cap. 30. p. 960, A, B. A\ 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XXIV.] 



;0N THE GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW. 



197 



[ 4 ] Ver. 7, 8. Tliere shall be Xifxoi, KalXotfioi, teal au<r/i6l 
Kara tqttovc, famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in 
divers places ; Xifxoi teal rapaxaly /amities and tumults, Mark 
xiii. 8, 9. fyofinTQa re Kal arffizTa arc ovpavov fizyaXa tarat, there 
sltall be fearful sights, and great signs from heaven, Luke 
xxi. 11.] To speak particularly of the wars, rumours of 
wars, and tumults, which then happened, would be to tran- 
scribe a great part of the history of Josephus. But, 

First, There was a famine in the fourth of Claudius, ac- 
cording to Eusebius; which, saith he, oppressed t)}v o\kov- 
fiivriv, the Roman empire, but more especially Palestine, 
Acts xi. 28. by wUch (saith Josephus*) many perished for 
lack of food: and this we learn even from profane histo- 
rians, referred to by Eusebius, Hist. Eccles. lib. ii. cap. 8. 
from Suetonius] in Claudio, cap. 18. where Scaliger saith, 
there were two famines in the reign of Claudius; from 
Dio, lib. lx. 

Secondly, I find Josephus saying, That when one Niger 
was slain by the Jews, he imprecated \ifxov re Kal Xoifxbv iirl 
ttoX(o)v, famine and pestilence upon their cities, a Sri -rravra 
Kara rwv aaej3wv eKvpaxrev 6 9zbg, all which God brought 
upon them. (DeBell. Jud. lib. iv. cap. 23. p. 885. D. E.) .. 

Thirdly, Grotius reckons up many earthquakes, which 
happened in the reigns of Claudius and Nero, at Crete, 
Smyrna, Miletus, Chios, Samos, Laodicea, Hierapolis, and 
Colosse; in all which places the Jews lived. There hap- 
pened in Judea, saith Josephus, vehement winds, dreadful 
thnnderings and lightnings, teal fiVKfifxara atifilvric rf}c yijc 
Raima, and vast movings of the shaken earth, which, in the 
judgment of all, portended no small evil. (De Bell. Jud. 
lib. iv. cap. 17.) 

Fourthly, Josephus, in his preface to his history of the 
Wars of the Jews, undertakes to record the miseries, ca- 
lamities, and desolations, which then befel them, Kal 7iy>o 
ravTx\g ar\iiua koL Tipara,\and the signs and prodigies pre- 
ceding them. In his seventh book,f cap. 31. he reckons up 
lvapyr\ Kal irpoarifxaivovTa rfjv jueXXovtrav zprifxtav rlpara, the 
prodigies which manifestly imported their future desolation; 
as, V. g. That wrlp ttjv 7ruAiv aargov t<rrn pofxfyaia 7rapa7rX{)- 
atov, Ka\ ltapardvag, hr Ivtavrbv KOfx-fnrjg, a sword seemed to 
Jiang over the city, or a comet pointing doivn upon it for a 
year, ichich plainly seemed to portend their ruin by the 
sword: and that before the sun went down, &<pOrt fizrlvpa 
7rej0i rraaav rrjv x^P av uQfiara *cai ^aXayycc evo7rXot Siorrowaai 
twv vt$u>v, Kal tcvKXovfxivai rag 7r6\ztg, there were seen in the 
clouds, armies in battle-array, and chariots encompassing 
the country and investing their cities, which there are (saith 
he) men still living to attest: that the great gate of the tem- 
ple, which twenty men could scarcely shut, and which was 
made fast ivith bolts and bars, ahro*iaTwg -hvzyyfxzvri, was 
seen to open of its own accord, to let in their enemies; for 
so (saith he) our wise men construed that omen: that at the 
ninth hour of the night at the feast of unleavened bread, ro- 
govtov $wc7repieXa//t£e rbv (iwfibv *cat rbv vabv, as great a light 
shone upon the temple and the altar, as if it had been noon- 
day : that at the feast of Pentecost, when the priests went at 
midnight into the temple to attend their service, first they 
Jieard a kind of a noise, as of a movement from the place. 



Antiq. lib. x. cap. 2. p. 686. 
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arid then a voice saying, ^eraj3a(vo>juev IvthvOzv, Let us go 
hence. And these things Tacitus,* a Roman historian of 
that age, doth thus epitomize : Armies seemed to vieet in the 
clouds; weapons were seen glittering; the temple seemed to 
be 07t aflame with fire issuing from the clouds, and a Divine 
voice was heard, That the Deity was quitting the place, and 
a great motion as of his departing. Josephus adds, as to 
rovroiv 0o/3eptorepov 3 a thing more terrible, that four years 
before the wars, one Jesus began at the feast of tabernacles 
to cry, <j>u)vr) eVi 'ltpoaoXvfia Kal rbv vabv, <j>o)vr) eVl rbv \abv. 
iravTa, A voice against Jerusalem and the temple; a voice 
against all the people, Woe, tvoe to them; and that he con- 
tinued crying thus about seven years. So express is the 
account of the ra 0oJ3*jt pa, frightful things, and signs from 
7ieaven, mentioned by our Lord: and of the sign of the Son 
of man coming in the clouds of heaven, fitra Swa/uwc *at 
SoSjjc, with a glorious host, or with power and glory, ac- 
cording to our Lord's prediction, vcr. 30. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 9 — 12. Tore TrapaSuxJOvmv vfxag etc &Xtyiv,.ieat 
airoKTtvovaiv ifxag* Tlien shall they deliver you up to affliction, 
and shall killyou, &c. Ver. 10. Then shall many be offended, 
and betray others. Ver. 12. And because iniquity shall 
abound, the love of many shall wax cold.] Before all these 
things (arc accomplished) they shall lay their hands upon 
you, and shall persecute you, delivering you up to the syna- m 
gogues, and to prisons. (Luke xxi. 12.) They shall deliver 
you up to theSanhedrins, and you shall be beaten in the syna- 
gogues, and shall be brought before kings and governors for 
my name's sake. (Mark xiii. 9. 14.) Christ begins here to fore- , 
tell what should happen to his apostles and disciples, and 
to others, before the destruction of Jerusalem; the troubles 
and persecutions which should come upon them, both from 
their enemies and seeming friends, and what event these 
persecutions should have on some unsound and temporiz-, 
ing Christians, and what deliverance would be vouchsafed 
to those who persevered to the end : and that all these 
things exactly came to pass, we learn from Scripture and 
church-history. For, 

First, They suffered a great fight of afflictions, Heb. x. 
32, 33. being persecuted by those of their own nation, 1 
Thess. ii. 14, 15. and suffering fiery trials from them, 1 Pet. 
iv. 12. J persecuted them (saith St. Paul) to strange cities, 
Acts xxvi. 11. 

Secondly, They were imprisoned ; Peter, Acts iv. 3. Paul 
and Silas, Acts xvi. 23. 2 Cor.vi. 23. J delivered up to pri- 
son men and women, Acts xxii. 4. I shut up many of fhe 
saints injjrison, saith St. Paul, Acts xxvi. 10. 

Thirdly, They were beaten in the synagogue: St. Paul 
and Silas, Acts xvi. 23. 2 Cor. xi. 23—25. Peter and 
John, Acts v. 18. (Sec note on Mark xiii. 9.) 

Fourthly, They were brought before councils and Sanhe- 
drins; Peter and John, Acts iv. 3. G. the disciples, Acts 
viii.3.: before kings; James and Peter before Herod, Acts 
xii. 1, 2. Paul and Peter before Nero : before rulers; Paul 
before Gallio, Felix, and Fcstus, Acts xviii. 12. xxiii. 33. 
xxv. G. 

Fifthly, They were killed ;' Stephen by the judgment of 



* " Eveoeronlprodigia, vismjer coelum conenrrere aciea, rulilanlia arma, el su- 
bito nobiam igne oollucere (emplom, expasaft repentc delubri fores, el audita major 
hnmani vox 'excedere Deos,' simol ingeo* motua excedeoliutn." Hisl. lib. v. cd. 
Lips. 621. 
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the council, Acts vii. 59.; James the greater by Herod, 
Acts xii. 1. ; the less, by Ananus the high-priest ; yea, mul- 
titudes of Christians were persecuted to the death by Saul, 
Acts xxii. 4. by Nero, Tacit. Annal. 15. p. 3G3. by the 
Jews, Justin. Mart. Dial, cum Tryph. p. 234, 235. 

Sixthly, As wc learn from the Jewish Talmud,* That in 
the days of the Messiah, the son should afflict the father, 
and a man's enemies should be those of his own house: so do 
we learn from Tacitus, in the place forecited, that Christ- 
ians were delivered up by their parents, brethren, kinsfolk, 
friends: from Josephus,f That contention sprang up lv 
otKtaig, in their very houses; and that the Idumeans slew 
iroXkovg twv avyyzvtov, many of their own kindred; and 
from the Scripture, that the Jeivs persecuted those of their 
own country. (1 Thess. ii. 14.) 

Seventhly, That upon occasion of these persecutions, 
the love of many waxed cold, and many Jews revolted from 
the Christian faith, sec the preface to the Second Epistle 
to the Thessalonians, sect. 7. and on ii. 3. 

And, lastly, Of the care of God in preserving his faith- 
ful servants in this time of imminent danger, EnsebiusJ in- 
forms us, saying, That before the war all the faithful of the 
church of Jerusalem were astonished, Kara riva xpt)<j/j.bv rotg 
avT6$t dodfioiQ S* aTTOKakvfawG SoOtvra, jucravaorfjvai tijq 7ro- 
XztoQ, by an oracle delivered by revelation to men approved 
there, to depart from the city, and to get over Jordan, and 
go to Pella: and Epiphanius,§ declaring, That 7rpozxpw a -' 
rivOnaav vif ayytkov, they were forewarned by an angel to 
depart from the city, as being now ready to perish. The oc- 
casion of this departure was, saith Dr. Hammond, won- 
derful: for Cestus Gallus then besieged the city; and if he 
would, saith Josephus,|| he might easily have takenit, and 
put an end to the war; but he without cause raising the 
siege, and going from it, 7roXXot twv Im^avtSv 'IovSafov, 
ioairip fiaTTTiZofiiviiG vzwg, a7Tfv>)x ovro ^ff 7roA£a>e, many emi- 
nent Jews fled from the city, as from a sinking ship; among' 
whom, doubtless, were those Christians who remained, 
saith Epiphanius,^[ after the destruction of Jerusalem. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 14. Kai KtipvxSyazTiu tovto to zvayytXtov rijg Bam- 
\daglv 0X9 ry oltcovfiivy — tcai totz t^h to tAoc' And this gos- 
pel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world, — 
and then shall the end come.'] That it was thus before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem spread through the Roman empire, 
styled, rj olicovfxivi], the world-, St. Paul informs us, saying 
of the preachers of it, their sound had gone forth into all the 
earth, and their words ug Trioaia tT]q oikov/uvtjc, to the ends 
of the world. (Rom. x. 18.) He also tells the church of 
Rome, i. 8. that their faith was spoken of throughout the 
world; and that of Colosse, i. C. 23. that the truth of the 
gospel was come, not to them only, but to all the world, and 
preached to every creature. And Clemens,** bishop of 
Rome, his contemporary, saith, Tlie nations beyond the 
ocean, tcuq hnrayalg tov Seottotov SttvSvvovTat, i ver e governed 
by the precepts of the Lord. Now this he only truly could 
foretell, who, having all power in heaven and earth, was 
able to effect it. 

\J] Ver. 15. w Orav ovv iSjjtc (5$£\vyfxa tT\q lpt}fiw<no)g. When 
then ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of 
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by the prophet Daniel, stand in the holy place (he that 
readeth, let him understand): that is, saith St. Luke, xxi. 
20. When ye see Jerusalem compassed about with the Roman 
armies, then know and understand that her desolation draw- 
eth nigh.] This army might be called an abomination, as 
being so to the Jews,* by reason of the images of Caesar, 
and an eagle in the ensigns of it, the abomination of deso- 
lation, because it was to lay the country, city, and the tem- 
ple desolate; and to stand in the holy place, as standing 
within the circuit of the holy city Jerusalem, as it is styled 
Matt. iv. 5. IMacc. x. 31. and was esteemed by the Jews. 
(See Ainsw. in Numb. v. 3.) How exactly this army ful- 
filled our Lord's prediction, by encompassing this city,sec 
note on Luke xix. 43. Dan. ix. 27. 

B&Xvyfia TYic Iprj/uwo-fwc, the abomination of desolation.] 
To the note there add; it is said by some that the argument 
used against the Jews, from the completion of the weeks 
of Daniel, that their Messiah must be come, was not taken 
notice of by any of the ancients before Tertullian; nor did 
the apostles ever use it to that end: but though it be not- 
mentioned by the apostles, yet was it urged by Clemens . 
Alexandrinus in the close of the second century, Strom. i.« 
p. 330, 331. ; and it seems here plainly to be referred to by 
our Lord in these words, Wlien you see the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the 
holy place; he that readeth, let him understand; viz. the 
completion of that prophecy; and that this also was the 
sense of the ancient Jews, we learn from Josephus, who 
saith, that, at the same time, Kai 7Tfptrwv 'Ptofiatwv -r\ytpoviaQ 
aviynaipz, Kai on vtt avrtov IptifxtoOfazTaC sup. to tSvog tj/iwv* 
he writ concerning the government of the Romans, and that 
the Jewish nation should be brought to desolation by them; 
and that these things were left on record, that the readers, 
ra (n/juj3avra <tkottovvtzq, seeing them accomplished, might ad- 
mire the honour conferred upon him by God. (Antiq. lib. x. 
cap. 12. p. 355.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 1G. Tore of lv rfj 'IouSatp ^vyhoxrav Itt\ tcl opr\* * 
Then let them who are inJudeaflee to the mountains.] This 
respects the time when Cestus Gallus came with his army 
even to the upper city: for when he withdrew it thence, 
7roXXoi StcSiSpao-fcov a7ro rJJc 7ro\£we a\io<rofxivi]g avriica, many 
fled from the city, as if it would be taken presently; saith 
Josephus.f And then the Christians fled to Pella in Peraca, 
.a mountainous country, and other places under the govern- 
ment of king Agrippa, where they found safety. 

p] Ver. 20. IlpoazvxzvSz Sc "va jut) yivryrai y) <pvyrj vjxCov yiL- 
fxtbvog, /ur?S2 lv <ra(5(5aTnr And pray that your flight may not 
be in winter, nor on the sabbath-day.] Not in the winter, 
the ways being then scarce passable; nor on the sabbath- 
day, lest you be exposed to the indignation of the Jews 
for travelling on that day, or hindered from doing it by 
your own superstition: for Josephus^ in his Life, informs 
us^ their laws would not suffer them either to travel or to 
fight on that day ; having sent (saith he) amied soldiers 
from Tarichee, I tvould not recall them, though I needed 
them much, because they could not on the sabbath oVAa Xa- 
J3«y kojXvovtwv nfxag Tu>vv6fiwv, take tip arms, the lawsforbid- 
ding ws. And he informs us,§ that the Romans chose that' 

'•"A-jravTO lf$a>Xcv not rrar Tv7rxfjt.a avSpxtrov 9rafa ToTlp *lou$ai9i? &likisyfj.& ixatolro. 
Chrys. Oral. 2. adv. Jud. lorn. vi. p. 333. 

t Lib. ii. cap. 40. $ P. 1011. B. 

$ De Bello Jud. lib. i. cap. 5. p. 719. G. * ' 
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'day to fight against Jerusalem; because they found them 
more slow to fight upon that day, Sia rrjv §pr)<jicdav, because 
of their religion. The Nazarene Christians also observed 
the law; and most of those who remained in Judea till 
the time of Hadrian, as we learn from Sulpitius Sevcrus, 
lib. ii. §.45. andEusebius's Chronicon and Hist. Eccl. lib. 
iv. cap. 6. Christ therefore doth not by this precept esta- 
blish the Jewish sabbath, but speaks this to prevent any 
mischiefs believers might suffer from, the hatred of the 
Jews, or their own superstition. 

[ 10 J Vcr. 21. There shall be then great tribulation, oia ov yi- 
yovtv an apxfc koguov Iojqtov vvv, ovS' ov jut) yivr\rat, such as 
never was from the beginning of the world, no, nor ever shall 
be.] These words seem to be a familiar form of expressing 
a thing that is exceeding great, or perhaps the greatest in 
its kind, rather than a prediction that no future calamity 
should be like it. So Exod. x. 14. Before them tlierewere 
no such locusts, neither after them shall there be such : and 
Joel ii. 2. A day of darkness and of gloominess ; there hath 
not been ever the like, nor shall there be after it. Now 
Josephus,* speaking of the same destruction, saith,junr€7ro- 
\iv SXkriv roiavra irnrovOivat, no other city ever Suffered such 
things; and again, rii yovv wavrwv aw aliovog arvxvp.ara irpbg 
ra J IovSaio)v Tjrrao&ai uot SokcT Kara trvyKpurtvfi all the calami- 
ties which have ever happened to any from the beginning, 
seem not comparable to those which befel the Jews. 

["] Ver. 22. And if those days had not been shortened, 
no flesh couldbe saved; but Sid tgvq IkXzktovc, for the elect's 
sake those days shall be shortened.'] .That by the elect here 
we arc to understand, not the Jews, but the Christians, see 
note on Mark xiii. 20. And so perilous were those times 
by reason of the Sicarii and the zealots, as well as of the 
Romans, and so hard was it with the Christians flying to 
the mountains, and being there without houses,' and with- 
out necessaries, that they could not have long subsisted ; 
and therefore God in his providence shortened those days 
by their mutual slaughters, the burning their granaries, and 
the famine, and by enfeebling the Jews; so that Titus him- 
self confessed, that 6 &ibgi\v o tiovSi IpvfiaTWv ^lovZaiovg 
KaOt\iov,% it was God ivho deprived the Jews of those fort- 
resses. 

[ 12 J Vcr. 24. False Clirists and false prophets shall arise, 
kol Stt)<yov<Ji ay\uiia ptyaXa, teal ripara' ware nXavijaat, ii Svva- 
rbv, Kai roi/g JkXektowc, ctnd shall shew great signs and won- 
ders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive 
the very elect.] That the false Christs and prophets, men- 
tioned note on vcr. 5. did great wonders, is certain; for the 
Scripture testifies of Simon Magus that he bewitched the 
Samaritans so with his sorceries that they all gave heed to 
him, Acts viii. 9, 10. : and church-history is very large in the 
accounts they give how he prevailed by them to bo wor- 
shipped in many places : and Dositheus, saith Origcn,§ 
did TzpaTivtoSat, do prodigious things. This is true also of 
the false prophets mentioned by Josephus, they being still 
represented by him as uayoi tcai y6y\rtg> magicians and sor- 
cerers. (See the note on 2 Thcss. ii. 9.) 

As for that phrase, they shall deceive, d Swarbv, if it 
were possible, the very elect, that it doth not argue the per- 
severance of believers to the end, and that it is impos- 



* De Bello Jad. lib. vi. cap. 27. 
% Lib. vii. cap. 43. p. 967. 



tPricf. p. 706. 

$ Cemt. Celsam, p. 289. 



sible they should fall away, will be apparent from these 
: things: 

First, Because Christ so solemnly exhorts them to use 
the greatest caution that they be not seduced by these 
.men, saying, vcr. 4, 5. Let no man deceive you: for many 
% sJiall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall de- 
ceive many, ver. 11.: and again, If they say, Here is Christ, 
or there, believe it not, ver. 23. for many false. Christs and 
false prophets shall arise to deceive the elect ; look ye there- 
fore to it, behold, I have foretold you all things, Mark xiii. 
22, 23. Now is it suitable to the wisdom of our Lord to 
exhort Christians to use so great diligence and caution, lest 
they should be deceived by these men, and at the same 
time to assure them it was utterly impossible they should 
be deceived? Moreover, I ask to whom doth he direct this 
exhortation— to the elect ? Then must he do it to them 
who could not possibly be deceived, and so his words 
•must bear this uncouth sense, Be very careful, lest ye be 
deceived by these men; for I assure you, it is absolutely im- 
possible they should deceive you. Or was he thus concerned 
only for reprobates? And why then did he from all eter- 
nity decree that they should finally miscarry, and never 
should have grace effectual or sufficient to preserve them 
from those deceits ? 

Secondly, In the same chapter our Lord exhorts them to 
see to it, to watch and pray, lest that day of affliction, that 
hour of temptation coming suddenly, should find them sleep- 
ing, and lest their hearts should be overcharged with surfeit- 
ing and. drunkenness, and that day should come upon them 
unawares; to watch and pray, that they may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things, and stand before the Son 
of man. (Mark xiii. 33. 35, 3G. Luke xxi. 34. 36.) Now are 
these suppositions, which can agree to men, who cannot 
possibly be found sleeping in this spiritual sense, on whom 
the day of Christ cannot come thus unprepared, who never 
can be unworthy to stand before the Son of man? Can there 
be any. need of such vehement exhortations to constant 
prayer and vigilance, heed and circumspection, to pre- 
vent what could not possibly befal them? Or was our Sa- 
viour thus concerned only to exhort them, who he well knew 
could never possibly avoid these things? 

Thirdly, Christ here declares, that by reason of- the ex- 
treme affliction of those times, many should be offended, 
i. e. should fall off from the faith ; (see note on'Matt. xviii. 
6.) and adds, that because iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold, but he that endures to the end shall 
be saved, vcr, 12, 13. : where, that Christ speaks not of a 
hypocritical outward profession of affection to him, may 
be gathered from his styling of it, not pretence, but love ; 
his supposition that it was fervent love, for what was never 
hot, cannot wax cold ; yea, such love, in which had they 
endured, they would have certainly been saved ; and yet 
he doth not only intimate that some would not continue in 
this love to the end, but plainly doth foretell that it in many 
would wax cold. To answer therefore directly to the ar- 
gument urged from this text, I say, 

First, That the phrase u Swarbv, if it be possible, or, if 
it may be, doth not denote an absolute impossibility, but 
only a great difficulty in the performance of an act pos- 
sible. So Acts xx. 16. Paid hastened u dwarbv airy, if it 
were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem, before Pentecost, 
and yet sure he made not all this haste to do what was im- 
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possible. The apostle commands, u Swarov, if it be pos- 
sible, as much as iii you lieth, have peace ivith all men; 
(Rom. xii. I8.)and yet doth not exhort us to use out* utmost 
endearours to do what was impossible ; u Suvarov, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me, saith Christ, Matt. xxvi. 
49. and yet he adds, all things are jwssible to thee, O Father, 
Mfcrk xiv. 3o,36. and- hence the phrase is changed by St. 
Luko into u fiovXu, if thou wilt. Now, that the deceiving 
of Christians in those times of miraculous endowments was 
very difficult, is evident from that speech of Galen con- 
cerning a thing hardly feasible, Sarrov nc roue «™ Xptarov 
txnaMaZtig, sooner may a Christian be turned from Christ. 

Secondly,This phrase imports, not what the event would 
be upon the elect, but the vehemence of the endeavours of 
seducers, that they would do the utmost they could possible 
to shock the Christian, and seduce him from his steadfast- 
ness, as is evident from the words of St. Mark, xiii. 22.They 
will shew signs and ivondcrs, wqoq to airoirXavav, d Svvarov, 
to deceive, if they are able, the elect. Now, to say such a 
one will do you mischief if he can, or if he be able, is 
surely no security that he can do you none. And, 

Thirdly, Should this phrase respect the event, it may 
do it not absolutely, but only with relation to the means 
here mentioned ; i. e. they shall shew great signs and ivon- 
ders, which shall prevail to seduce Jews, heathens, and 
Samaritans, and even Christians, were it possible for inv- 
postors by lying signs and wonders to deceive them, who 
are invested with the power of working true and greater 
signs and wonders by the assistance of the Holy Ghost, 
and will attend to the things wrought among them, or by 
them. 

['?] Ver. 2G. If then they shall say to you, l$oit, Iv t# 
lofyy Ivt'c firi I&'AOjjtc, Behold, he is in theivildcmess ; go not 
forth.] Here Christ points to the very place where those 
false prophets should appear, or whither they should lead 
their followers. Accordingly Josepbus saith, Many im- 
postors find magicians persuaded the people, uc rijv tor\fxov 
iirzaSai, to follow them into the desert, where they promised 
to shew them manifest sigyis and wonders done of God. 
(Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 6. p. G95. De Bello Jud. lib. ii. cap. 23. 
p. 796. G.) 

[ w ] Ver. 27, 28. "Qcnrfp 7^0 n aarpairr), &c. For as the 
lightning goethfrom the east to the west, so shall the coming 
of the Son of man bef] i. e. You will then need uone to in- 
struct you where Christ is, or to say to you, He is here, or 
there ; for by the Roman army, which shall pass through the 
territories of the Jews like lightning, his coming to take 
vengeance on that nation shall be manifest; and wherever 
the Jews, who like dead carcasses shall be devoured by 
the Roman eagles, are, thither shall he fly with them, to 
tear and to devour them. 

[ 15 ] Ver. 29. EvOiwg, Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days, 6 nXtog o-KOTt<xSY/<T£T<u, ical 7) o-cAtjvjj ov Swo-h to 
fyiyyoq avTr)g, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, &c.] It being here foretold that this 
should happen immediately after the wasting of the Jews by 
Vespasian's army flying quickly through Galilee, Idumea, 
and Judca ; this cannot be taken literally, because no such 
thing then happened either to the sun, moon, or stars. It 
must be therefore a metaphorical expression, to signify, as 
it dotli frequently in the Old Testament, and other writers, 
fin utter desolation, and terrible destruction brought upon 



a nation, and upon their capital cities, compared to the 
sun and moon : for in this language the prophet Isaiah 
speaks of the destruction of Babylon, saying, xiii. 9, 10.77ie 
day of the Lord cometh, cruel both ivith tvrath and fierce 
anger, to lay the land desolate ; and he shall destroy the 
sinners thereof out of it: for the stars of heaven and the 
constellations thereof shall not give their light ; the sun shall 
be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause 
her light to shine. The indignation of God against the 
Idumeans is represented in like dreadful words, Isa. xxxiv. 
3, 4. so is the destruction of Sennacherib and his people, 
Isa. Ii. G. so is the destruction of Egypt, Ezek. xxxii. 7. 
And in these words this very destruction is foretold by 
Joel, Tlie sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars 
shall not yield their light. (Joel iii. 15. ii. 31.) This, there- 
fore, saith Maimonides,* is a proverbial expression, import- 
ing the destruction and utter ruin of a nation. Artemido- 
rus f also saith, that the sun darkened or turned into blood, 
and the stars falling, or disappearing, import the destruction 
of many people. And in this sense it is almost incredible, 
w r hich Josephus saith, viz. that eleven hundred thousand 
perished in that siege. (De Bello Jud. lib. vii. cap. 45. 
^968. DO 

Another exposition of these words is this, That then 
there shall be a destruction of their ecclesiastical and civil 
state, and of the rulers of them both ; according to those 
words of Maimonides,;): Tliis metaphor imports, that men 
who for their state and dignity might be compared to the 
sun, moon, and stars, shall suddenly fall down as a leaf 
from the vine, and from the fig-tree. And this happened 
a considerable time before the destruction of Jerusalem, 
when the thieves and zealots, saith Josephus,| kept all the 
nobles, and tovq Kara x<*>P av '.irpoux«v SoKovvrag, rulers of the 
country, in close custody; when the zealots |j slew and con- 
sumed rb ytwdiov the nobility, and made it their business to 
firidiva tQv Swaruv KctTaXuruv, to leave none of the men of 
power alive, and when twelve thousand of the nobility pe- 
rished after this manner;^ when the high-priests, and among 
them Ananus, were destroyed by the Idumeans, which Jo- 
sephus reckons** asapxi)™)caAw<x£ct>c, the beginning of their 
captivity yft when they abolished the families of the high-priest 
by succession ,kcu Ka&iaraoav aW/juovc icai aytvviie, and placed 
in their room men ignoble and unknown, who neither be- 
longed to the jiriesthood, nor knew what the office of high- 
priest meant. That this was to happen before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord, or at that time, we learn from the 
prophet Joel, saying, that then the sun shall be darkened, 
&c. This therefore cannot be referred to any time after the 
destruction of Jerusalem. 

[ 16 ] Ver. 30. Kcu tot* <$>a\ri}airai to arifittov rov vlov tov aV 
Sptimov lv ti£> ovoavy, &c. 'And then shall appear the sign 
of the Son of man in heaven, and they shall see the Son of 
man coming in the clouds with power and great glory.] Some 



• More Nev. lib. ii. p. 265.^K. 
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think that the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and in the 
clouds, must note some visible sign of his appearance in 
the heavens ; and they refer this to the tearful sights, the 
sword and comet hanging over Jerusalem, and the armies 
and chariots seen in the clouds; butthese things happened, 
according to Josephus,* wpb rf/c anoaTaGMQ, *at row 7rpoc 
tov TroXtfiov Ktvi'ifia-og, before their revolt from the Romans, 
and the beginning of the war, and therefore cannot be the 
thing intended here. Our Saviour's coming here seems 
therefore to import his coming by the Roman army to be- 
siege and to destroy Jerusalem and the unbelieving Jews ; 
for so Christ seemeth plainly to interpret this coming of the 
Son of man, ver. 27. Tlie coming of the Son of man shall be 
as the lightning, shining from the east to the west; oVou yap, 
for wheresoever the Jews are, thither shall the Roman army 
be gathered (see ver. 27. above): his coming therefore 
must be with the Roman army. And this interpretation 
willnot seem strange, if we consider, (l.)thatGod's coming 
to destroy, or execute his vengeance on a wicked genera- 
tion, is represented as his coming in the clouds of heaven. 
So 2 Sam. xxii. 8. The earth trembled, and the foundations 
of heaven shook, because he icas wroth: and, ver. 10. he 
bowed the heavens, and came down ; and thick darkness (or 
a dark cloud) was under his feet. Psal. xcvii. 2, 3. Clbtids 
and darkness are round about him : afire goes before him, and 
devours his adversaries round about. And, Nahum i. 3 — 5. 
The Lord hath his way in thewhirlwind and the storm, and 
the clouds are the dust under his feet. Bashan languisheth, 
and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth. The 
mountains quake, and the hills melt, and the earth is burnt 
at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. 
And this great day of the Lord is thus described by Joel, 
chap. ii. as a day of darkness and gloominess, of clouds and 
thick darkness, — a great people and a strong; i. e. the Chal- 
deans coming against Jerusalem to destroy the city and the 
temple, and after them the Romans to do the same thing. 
And of this destruction by the Chaldeans, the author of 
the Lamentations saith, i* 13. He sent afire into my bones 
OPIOO from on high; from heaven, saith the Targura. And 
St. John, in the Revelation, speaking of things that were to 
be done lv rax H > quickly, i. 1. and of tcatpbg lyyvg, a time 
that was near, ver. 3. which is the expression used of this 
destruction, ver. 7. saith in these very words, Behold, he 
cometh with clouds/ and every eye shall see him, and they 
also which pierced him : and then shall the tribes of that land 
mourn. Which words seem plainly to relate to this very 
time, and might be a vision seen by John before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, though the following prophecies 
were imparted to him afterward. I confess many of the 
fathers, from the fifth century downwards, interpret this of 
the sign of the cross; but that fancy is sufficiently confuted 
from the event, there being no such appearance in the hea- 
vens before the destruction of Jerusalem : it also is ren- 
dered improbable from the silence of Josephus and Euse- 
bius, which two historians have given us the fullest narra- 
tive of all the circumstances relating to that terrible de- 
struction. In fine, a late author + hath eased us of all our 
disputes about this sign, by shewing, that as the sign of 
Jonas the prophet, Matt.xii. 39. is the sign which is Jonas 
the prophet; so the sign of the Son of man inquired after, 
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Matt, xxiv.3. is the Son of man coming in the clouds of hea- 
ven. And this interpretation is confirmed from the parallel 
places, Markxiii. 26. Luke xxi.27l where, instead of the 
sign of the Son of man, mentioned here, we read thus; 
Hereafter shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds : 
and from Matt. xxvi. G4. From henceforth ye shall see the 
Son of mail coming in the clouds of heaven. 

[ 17 ] Ver. 31. Km (ro'rt Mark xiii. 27.) cnrocrrzXzl roue ayyi- 
Xovc aurou fizra GaXirtyyoe ^wvtjc fJi£ya\i}s, &c. And (then) 
will he send forth his angels with the trumpet of a great 
sound, or voice, and they shall gather his elect from the four 
winds, ffom one end of the heaven to the other.'] Here thp 
rori then, in St. Mark, so plainly shews that this relates to 
the same time mentioned in the foregoing verse, that no ex- 
plication of these words, referring them to a long time after 
the destruction of Jerusalem, ought to be admitted as the 
true sense of them. Dr. Lightfoot gives the sense of these 
words thus ; Wlien Jerusalem shall be reduced to ashes, and 
that wicked nation cut off, then shall the Son of man send his 
ministers (Christians) of several nations from the four cor- 
ners of the heavens; so that God shall not want a church, 
although that ancient nation be rejected and cast off, the 
churches of the gentiles succeeding to her. To strengthen 
this' interpretation, let it be considered, 

First, That God's prophets, messengers, and ministers, 
both in the Old and the New Testament, are styled of ayytXot 
avrov, his angels. So 2 Chron. xxxvi. 15. God sent his pro- 
phets; but, ver. 16. they mocked roue ayyiXovg avrov, his mes- 
sengers. So Haggai is ayycXoe Kvptov, the messenger of the 
Lord, i. 13. So is the priest, Mai. ii. 7. the Baptist, Mai. 
iii. 1. Matt. xi. 10. Mark k 2. Lukevii.27. 

Secondly, That their preaching is represented as a voice^ 
yea, as the voice of a trumpet. As in these words, Lift up 
thy voice like a trumpet, Isa. Ii. 1. (See Jer. vi. 17. Ezek. 
xxxiii. 3—6.) And the preaching of the apostles is <p<*)vri, 
a voice going through the earth, Rom. x. 18. 

Thirdly, That the calling and coming in of the gentiles 
at the casting off the Jews is represented as their coming in 
from the four winds, or the four corners of the earth. Many 
shall come from the east and from the west: (Matt. viii. 11.) 
but the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer 
darkness, (ver. 12.) You shall be cast out: and they shall 
come from the east, and from the west, from tlid north, and 
from the south, and shall sit down in my kingdom. (Luke 
xiii. 28,29.) 

Fourthly, That the destruction of Jerusalem, and .the 
unbelieving Jews in this 'extraordinary manneT, was so 
exact a completion of our Lord's prediction, so great a, de- 
monstration of his indignation against unbelievers; of his 
protection of his faithful servants, and such ajustification 
of this prophet against their accusations, and such an evi- 
dence of their sin who crucified and rejected him, that it 
might well prepare the gentiles more freely to embrace the 
Christian faith. 

[ ls ] Ver. 33. "On iyyvg lariv, hA Mpatg, That it is nigh, 
even at the door:] This I have interpreted, in compliance 
with our translation, of the ruin of the Jewish nation. I now 
think it more agreeable to this phrase in Scripture to un- 
derstand ovtoq, ille. He, the Son of man mentioned ver. 30. 
stands at the door; for so St. James plainly interprets this 
phrase, by saying, 77 wapovaia tov kuoiou fiyyuct, The coming of 
the Lord draweth nigh, 6 tcpirris wpo rCtv Svpwv IWtikcv, the 

2D 
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Judge standeth before the door, (v. 8, 9.) And St. Luke, 
by varying the phrase thus; Know that the kingdom of 
God is nigh; (Luko xxi. 31.) i e. the coming of Christ to 
execute his kingly office on the Jews, and give his king- 
dom, thus taken from them, to the believing gentiles. (Matt. 
xxi. 43.) 

[ I9 ] Vcr. 34. Verily I say unto you, ov fin irap(X9g n ytvza 
avTTj, ?wc «v -rravra ravra ylvrjrar This generation shall not 
pass away, till all these things be fulfilled.] These words, r\ 
ytvza av-rr), this age, or generation, shall not pass away, afford 
a full demonstration that all which Christ had mentioned 
hitherto was to be accomplished, not at the> time of the 
conversion of the Jews, or at the final day of judgment, 
but in that very age, or whilst some of that generation of 
men lived ; fot yevca avrri, this generation, never bears any 
other sense in the New Testament, than the men of this 
age- So Matt. xi. 16. To whom shall I liken yzvzav ravrr\v, 
the men of this age? xii. 42. The queen of the south shall 
rise up in judgment, fitra ytvzag ravr^, with the men of this 
age; and, ver. 45. So shall it be ry yivzyravry ry Trovrjpy, with 
the wicked of this age: Matt, xxiii. 3G. All these things shall 
come IttI rrjv yzvtav ravrijv^ upon the men of this age: Mark 
viii. 12. tI i\ yzvw ravrr] ; Wliy do the men of this age seek a 
sign ? No sign shall be given r£ ytvm tclvttq, to the men of 
this age: Luke vii. 31. To ivhom shall I liken the men rijc 
yzvtag ravrrje, of this age ? Luke xi. 29. Tlie Son of man shall 
be a sign t£ yci/co rairg, to the men of this age: so again, 
vcr. 30—32. 50, 51. xvi. 8. and Acts ii. 40. Save yourselves 
airb ytvtag rijc oxoAmc ravrr\Q, from thisfroward generation. 
(2.) This is farther evident, because the kingdom of God 
was then instant, and at the door. (Luke xxi. 29. 31.) .And 
having shewed, from Josephus, how punctually these pre- 
dictions were fulfilled, I may conclude with Eusebius,* 
axryKpivag Si rig rag tov 2(i>T>/poc fifitov \l%tig ratg \oarmq <rvy- 
ypafewQ iGTOp/euc 7rcpt iravrbg tov noXifiov* He that shall 
compare the words of our Saviour with those of Josephus 
concerning the war of the Jews, cannot but admire the wis- 
dom of Christ, and own his predictions to have been Divine. 

[*°] Ver. 3G. But of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
&c] See the note on Mark xiii. 22. 

Vcr. 39. Km ouk iyvwtjav, and knew not till the flood came.] 
It is certain that they of the old world had sufficient inti- 
mation of the judgment threatened to them from Noah, a 
preacher of righteousness to them, (2 Pet. ii. 5.) and from 
the ark he prepared for the preservation of himself and of 
his family before their eyes; (Heb. xi. 7.) from the striving 
of his Spirit, by his prophets, with them, and from the term 
of a hundred and twenty years assigned for their repent- 
ance. (Gen. vi. 3.) They are therefore here said not to 
have known this, because they did not savingly improve 
their knowledge of it to the preventing of that judgment. 
So, after all our Saviour's instructions of them in the way 
of life, the Jews are said not to have known the time of their 
visitation, or the things which belong to their peace. (Luke 
xix. 42.) 

[*'] Vcr. 40. T<Jtc Suo taovrai \v t$ ayp$, &c. Tlicn tivo. 
shall be in (lie field; the oue shall be taken, and the other left, 
&c] This, by Dr. Hammond, seems to be well referred 
to the especial providence of God, discernible in those 
times, in rescuing some, who seemed equally exposed to 

* II. Eccl. lib. iii. cap. 7. 



[CHAP. XXIV, 

danger, from the destruction which shall fall on others; for 
that it relates not to the final judgment, but to the time of 
the destruction of the Jews by the Roman army, is evident 
from the same words recorded by St. Luke, xvii. 35, 3G. 
For there the disciples asl*: their Lord where this shall be? 
and Christ answers, (vcr. 37.) that where the carcass (i. e. 
the Jews) aro, there will the eagles (L e. the Roman army, 
whose ensign was the eagle) be gathered together. And 
hence it is also evident, that the following words being 
connected to these by the copulative ovv, thus, watch there- 
fore, must refer to the same subject. 

[**] Ver. 42. Am tovto kol v/xac yivzvSz Iroifioi, Watch 
therefore: Ver. 44. Therefore be ye also ready.] It is pro- 
bably conjectured by Dr. Lightfoot, that the discourse, of 
Christ, upon this subject, ended at vcr. 42. or 44. as in St. 
Mark and St. Luke it seems to do ; and that the words fol- 
lowing were, as St. Luke places them, xii. 39. spoken at 
another time, and upon another occasion; but because 
they well accord also with this place and this occasion, 
and do there, as well as here, follow the exhortation given, 
vcr. 43. St. Matthew hath added them to this chapter. 
Note, 

. Secondly, That the metaphor of Christ's coming as a 
thief, i. e. unexpectedly, doth not prove that these words 
must respect Christ's coming to the final judgment only, 
they being used touching his coming unexpectedly, to exe- 
cute any judgment on a church or nation ; as when Christ 
saith to the church of Sardis, (Rev. iii. 3.) Watch, or I will 
come to thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know the hour 
when I will come upon thee. And some probably conjec- 
ture they are used by St. Paul, 1 Thess. v. 2. with a par- 
ticular relation to this judgment inflicted on the Jews, which 
being the most signal prcludium to and proof of that final 
judgment which shall be exercised on all the enemies of 
Christ's kingdom, may well be represented in a similitude 
used by St. Peter, 2 Pet. iii. 10. and by our Lord, Luke xii, 
39, 40. with relation to it 

[ 23 ] Ver. 45. Tigapa Igtiv bmvros SouXoc Kal <}>p6vifio$. Wlio 
therefore is that faithful and wise servant, &c] u e. The ser- 
vant who continues constant in the service of his Lord, 
under all the persecutions and abounding iniquities of those 
times, he shall make him ruler over all his goods; ?. e. shall 
greatly reward his faithfulness, as this phrase signifies, 
xxv. 21. 23. for that this phrase cannot import his ad- 
vancement to the highest dignities in the church, is evident 
from this, That then all that continued faithful to Christ in 
those times of trial, must have been made bishops. The evil 
servant here mentioned seems to be the apostatizing Jew, 
who, having deserted the faith himself, was instrumental to 
smite his fellow-servants, and to betray them to the enemies 
of Christianity, as our Lord foretold it would be, Matt, 
x. 21. xxiv. 10. And that which induced them thus to 
apostatize, was this very imagination, that our J^ord de- 
clared his coming to deliver them, and execute the judg- 
ments here foretold, 2 Pet. iii. 4. whence the apostles en- 
courage them to perseverance, by saying, It is but yet a 
little while, and he that cometh will come, and will not tarry, 
Heb. x. 27. and that the Judge stands at the door, James 
v. 9. and the coming of the Lord draweth nigh, ver. 8. 

[**] Vcr. 51. Kat $ixoTOfij]<ni. And shall cut him asunder.] 
This was the punishment inflicted by Samuel on Agag, the 
enemy of God's people, 1 Sam. xv. 33. and by David on 
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the Ammonites, 2 Sam. xii. 31. and by Trajan * the Roman 
emperor on the rebellious Jews ; it was by Nebuchadnez- 
zar threatened to the blasphemers of the true God, Dan. 
iii. 29. and by young Daniel, to the false accusers of Su- 
sanna, ver. 55. 59. It was used of old, to those who were 
false to their creditors, saith TeTtulIian,f to rebels and 6e- 
trayers of their country, and that not only in the east, but 
among the Romans, as we learn from Suetonius % in the 
life of Caius, from Horace,§ and from Dio; and by the 
Greeks, as we learn from Homer,|| from Sophocles, and 
from Aristophanes; and in Egypt, as we learn from Hero- 
dotus, lib. ii. cap. 39. And therefore this punishment, 
saith Christ, will I inflict on those who are perfidious in 
their covenant of baptism, and enemies to my govern- 
ment. 
See the appendix to this chapter at the end of this Gospel 



CHAP. XXV. 

1. JL HEN [*] shall the (persons admittedinto the) king- 
dom of heaven be likened to ten virgins, which took their 
lamps, arid weht foTthto meet the bridegroom. 

2. And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

3. They that were foolish took their lamps, and (but) 
took no oil with them (to replenish them when the oil in 
them was spent): 

4. But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 

5. (And) while the bridegroom tarried, they all slum- 
bered and slept. 

G. And at midnight there was a cry (or proclamation) 
made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet 
him. 

7. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed (or, to trim) 
their lamps. 

8. And the foolish said to the wise, Give us of your oil; 
for out lamps are gone out. 

9. But the wise answered, saying, Not so ; [ 2 ] lest there 
be not enough for us and you: but go yc rather to them 
that sell, and buy for yourselves. 

10. And whilst th6y went to buy, the bridegroom came ; 
and they that were ready went in with him to tho marriage 
(feast): and the door was shut 

11. Afterward came also the other Virgins, saying, 
Lord, Lord, open-to us (also). 

12. But he answered and said, Verily I ^ay to you, I 
know you not (i. e. I own not such slothful and improvi- 
dent persons as fit to be received to my feast). 

13. Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 

14. For the kingdom of heaven (or the coming of the 
Son of man) is as a man tra veiling into a far country, (as 
CJirist might be said to do, going to heaven to receive a 
kingdom, Luke xix. 12. and to return at the time of the 
restitution of all things, Acts Hi. 31. J who (at his depar- 
ture) called his own servants, and delivered to them his 
goods. 

15. [ 3 ] And to one he gave five talents, to another two, 



» noxaou; 32 xal pinus awo Mfvtfs Htt^vf. Traj. 14. p. 255. 

lApoI. cap. 3. $ Cap. 27. 

$ Serm. 1. Sat. 1. y odjw. v, 338. 



and to another one; to every man according to his several 
ability; and straightway took his journey. 

1G. Then he that had received the five talents went and 
traded with the same, and made (the increase of them) 
other five talents. 

17. And likewise he that had received two, he also 
gained other two. 

18. But he that had received one (only) went and 
digged in the eaTth, and hid his lord's money. - 

19. After a long time the lord of those servants cometh 
and reckoneth with them (i. e. Christ comes from heaven 
to talce an account of men's actions). 

20. And so he that had received five talents, came and 
brought other five talents, saying (to his lord), Lord, thou 
deliveredst to me five talents: behold, I have gained be- 
sides them five talents more. 

21. His lord said to him, Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant : thou hast been faithful over (in) a few 
things, I will (therefore) make thee ruler over many things 
( i. e. will greatly reward and dignify thee): enter thou into 
the joy of thy lord (i. e. thou shalt rejoice with me in 
heaven). 

22. He also that had received two talents came and 
said, Lord, thou deliveredst to me two talents: behold, I 
have gained two other talents beside them. 

23. His lord said to him (also), Well done, (thou) good 
and faithful servant : thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler oyer many things : enter thou 
( also) into the joy of thy lord. 

• 24. Then he who had received the one talent came and 
said, Lord, I knew that thou' art a hard man, reaping 
where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast 
not strewed (L e. requiring an increase far exceeding what 
thou gavest) : 

25. And I was afraid (that I should not be able to im- 
prove my talent to such advantage as thou mightest expect), 
and (therefore) I went and hid my talent in the earth 
(whence now I bring it to thee) : lo, there thou hast what is 
thine. 

2G. His lord answered and said to him, Thou wicked 
and slothful servant, ( thou professest that) thou knewest 
that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have 
not strewed (i. e. that I expected some profit from the ta- 
lents I committed to thee): 

27. Thou oughtcst therefore (that thou mightest not be 
condemned by thine own mouth) to have put my money to 
the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have re- 
ceived my own with usury (or improvement: then saith he 
to his other servants), 

28. Take therefore the talent from him, and give it to 
him that hath ten talents: (they say to him, Lord, he hath 
ten pounds already, Luke xix. 25. the lordanswers, Tliere- 

fore I give him more.) 

29. For to every one that hath (so as to improve it) shall 
be given (more), and he shall have abundance: but from 
him that hath not (or doth not improve what he hath) shall 
be taken away even that which he hath. 

30. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness: (where) there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 

31. (So likewise will it be at my coining, for) [ 4 J when 
the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 

2D2 
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angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory (as a righteous judge): 

32. And before him shall be gathered all nations: and 
he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats : 

• 33. I s ] And he shall set the sheep (who. are to receive 
the sentence of absolution) on his right hand, but the goats 
(tvho are to receive the sentence of condemnation) on the 
left (hand). 

34. Then shall the King say to them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, [ 6 ] inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world (or 
from the creation of man) : 

35. For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in ; 

36. (I was) naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and 
ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came to me (ye 
exercised all offices of charity towards my members). t 

37. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee ? or thirsty, 
and gave thee drink ? 

3S. When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or 
naked, and clothed thee ? 

39. Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came 
unto thee? 

40. And the King shall answer and say to them, Verily 
I say to you, Inasmuch as ye have done it (or this) to one 
of the least of these (whose faith in me lias rendered them 
as dear as. Matt. xii. 50. and whom by taking their nature 
upon me, and dying in it to purge them from their sins, I 
have made and treated as, Heb. ii. 11.) my brethren, ye 
have done it to me ( these members of my body being one 
with their head). 

41. Then shall he say also to them on the left hand,[ 7 ] 
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
(not originally for you, but) for the devil and his angels: . 

42. (This being the just reward of your impiety and nn- 
mercifulness, which have made you like them:) For I was 
an hungered, and ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me no drink ; 

43. I was a stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, 
and ye clothed me not; sick, and in prison, and ye visited 
me not. 

44. Then shall they (also) answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungered, or thirsty, or a stranger, or 
miked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 

45. Theu shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say to 
you, [ 8 j Inasmuch as you did it not to one of the least of 
these (my members), ye did it not to me (for had you 
borne a kind affection to me, you would have thus ministered 
to my members for my sake). 

46. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment; 
but the righteous (shall go) into life eternal. 

i 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXV. 

[ l ] Ver. I . TO'TE o/iottoOiiatTai rj fiaatXtta tCjv oipavwv Sltca 
irapOivotC) Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened to 
ten virgins.] Here note, 

First, That the kingdom of heaven sometimes signifies 
the kingdom of the Messiah, or the gospel dispensation; 



as when this kingdom is said to be come to the Jews, or 
they are bid to pray that it may come ; and when it is said 
to be at hand, and they are advised to enter into it, and 
pronounced fit or unfit to do so. Sometimes it signifies 
the doctrine, or the preaching of the doctrine of that king- 
dom, or, as it is, Matt. xiii. 19. 6 X6yoc rfJc fiavtkdae, the 
word of the kingdom; Matt. xxiv. 14.ro tvayyiXtov rvg /3a- 
<ji\dae, the gospel of the kingdom; as when Christ or his 
apostles are said to speak, to. -mpi. tw fiamXtiac tov 0«qu, 
the things which concerned the kingdom of God, Acts i. 3. 
viii. 12. xix. 8. to preach and testify the kingdom of God, 
Acts xx. 25. xxviii. 23. 31. Rom. xiv. 17. 1 Cor. iv. 20. 
tiayytXtitaSat, to evangelize the kingdom of God, Luke 
iv. 43. and when Christ threateneth to the Jews, that the 
kingdom of God should be taken from them, Matt. xxi. 43. 
But when it is said, the kingdom of heaven is like, or may 
be likened, to this or that, the meaning seems to be chiefly, 
So will it be in reference to the preaching, the propagation, 
or reception of the gospel, or doctrine of the kingdom ; as 
in the parable, or the similitude and resemblance of the 
good seed propounded ; v. g. when this good seed is sown, 
it will by some be trod under feet, in others choked with 
worldly cares, in others withered by the cold blasts of 
persecution, but in some it will bring forth fruit to perfec- 
tion; when it is sown, the enemy will come, and sow tares 
among it; when men are invited to it, some will make 
excuses why they do not accept the invitation ; some will 
persecute the messengers of it ; some will come to it with- 
out a wedding-garment; some without oil in their lamps; 
some improving the talents given, and some hiding them in 
a napkin, and the like. Note, 

Secondly, That this parable, or something very like it, is 
to be found in the Jewish records ; so in Reschith Cochma 
we read thus, Our wise men of blessed memory say, Re- 
pent whilst thou hast strength to do it, whilst thy lamp 
burns, and the oil is not extinguished; for, if thy lamp be 
gone out, thy oil will profit thee nothing: our doctors add in 
Midrash,* that the holy blessed God said to Israel, My 
sons, repent, whilst POW1 Hyftf, the gates of repentance 
stand open ; for I receive a gift at present, but when I shall 
sit in judgment in the age to come, I receive none. Another 
parable of theirs runs thus, +27us thing is like to a king 
who invited his servants, but appointed no set time; those 
that were wise, adorned themselves, and sat in the porch of 
the palace; those that were foolish, went about their oxen 
business. — %Theking on a sudden called for his servants; 
the first tvent in adorned, the second undressed: the king 
was pleased with the wise, and angry xvith the foolish, and 
said, They who are prepared, shall eat of my banquet; they 
that are mxprepared, shall not eat of it. Note, 

Thirdly, That Origen,§ St. Chrysostom,j| and St. Jerome, 
and others of the ancients, say, that this parable is de- 
signed against late repentance, and declares, it will be 
invalid to them who live under the gospel; as will bcevi- 
dent, if we consider, that from this parable our Lord con- 



* Soc Cainpeg. Vilring. lib. iii. cap. 5. p. 679. 

t Kimchi in Isa. Ixv. 13, 14. $ Midrash Cohcl. ad cap. 2. 9. 

§ <* In ipso autem exilu vitro sua?, dam disponunl discere, comprebendunlur a 
morte, el proplerea non ingrcdiuntur cum Verbo ad sponsara Ecclesiam." In Matf. 
horn. 32. »■ » 

J now »Zv tta-tv o! ilk TWre; fxh rou Btov paQvpoi. Cbrya. in v. 10, Mx*$al xa&» r6rt 
Ifynvr to tX&iw. art o£x in juupof a^ay/uaTJutf. Tbeoph. 
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eludes for the necessity of constant vigilance, (ver. 13.) and 
for the necessity of assiduous prayer and vigilance against 
all" the cares of this life, (Luke xxi. 34. 36.) and of fidelity 
in doing the work of the Lord. (Matt. xxiv. 45, 46.) For 
what great necessity can there be, of so great vigilance, 
such assiduous prayer, such, fidelity in doing the Lord's 
work, if the neglect of all those duties, till God calls us 
hence, will not prejudice our eternal interests? This also 
is evident from the design of the like Jewish parables ; and 
note, that the door was shut, (ver. 10.) seems to be an al- 
lusion to the Jewish phrase of shutting the gates of repent- 
ance; as when the priests offered their oblations, and they 
found no acceptance, because the Governor of the world 
had shut the gate of repentance; and the same we learn 
also from the parable of the talents. Good therefore is the; 
advice of the son of Sirach, Humble thyself before thou 
beest sick, and in the time of sins shew repentance, and defer 
not till death to be justified. (Ecclus. xviii. 21, 22.) 

[ £ ] Ver. 9. M//7TOT* ovKapicioy, Perhaps it ivill not suffice for 
us and you.] Here /ufa-ore is used for fortasse, perhaps, as 
I have shewed, note on 2 Tim. ii. 26. 

Ver. 13. See the defence of the reading here, Examen 
Millii. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 15. Kat <J filv cSwkc tt£vtz rakavra, cj S£ Svo, to S£ ?v : 
And to one he gave ten talents, to another two, and to an- 
other one.] Of this parable, as it respects the master travel- 
ling into a far country, and the servants to whom the talents 
were delivered, see note on Luke xix. 12. where it is also 
proved, that it relates to the Jewish nation, and therefore 
is here mentioned after Christ's prediction of the dreadful 
judgments which should befal that nation for murdering 
their Messiah, and not improving the day of their visita- 
tion. Here, therefore, I shall only add these few short 
notes : 

First, That the master here distributes his talents, Kara 
TTJviSiav Svra/uiv, according to the several abilities of his ser- 
vants, which in some were greater, and so they were fitted 
to manage a greater sum; in .some less, and so they were 
intrusted with a lesser, and accordingly he is satisfied 
with a less increase in them: so, v. g. Christ. gave to his 
disciples a clearer and fuller knowledge of the mysteries 
of the gospel, Mark iv. 11. but spake to other Jews in 
parables, tcaZwg ridvvavro dicovttv, as they were able to hear, 

(ver. 33.) SoOrigen* here, Kara yap rriv ikckttov Svvautv,$ 
fj.lv StSovrai trivrz rakavra, wg dvvajjihw SioikcIv ra roaavra* 
aXXy S£ dvo wg fit) ^wpovvri, ra -rrpb avrov' aXXw Si %v, wg teal 
row kripov vTrohtartpy, according to each man's ability he 
gave his talent ; to one man five, as being able to traffic with 
them; to another two, as being not sufficient to manage 
more; and to a third one, as being still more infirm. 

Secondly, That these talents were spiritual, and given 
for a spiritual end ; that they who used them well, might 
have more, and might enter into the joy of their Lord, ox 
rejoice with him in his banquet, or the marriage-feast pre- 
pared for them; and that they who did not improve them 
might have their talents taken from them, and they be cast 
into utter darkness. And, because banqueting and nup- 
tial-feasts were still attended with great joy, insomuch that 
the Hebrew word T1TWO, which signifies a banquet, and a 



* Ed. JIaet. torn. t. p. 314. 



nuptial-feast, is by the LXX. rendered sometimes %oxn> a 
banquet, (Gen. xxvi. 30. Esth. i. 3. v. 4. 8. 12. 14.) some- 
times yapog, a marriage-feast, (Gen. xxix. 22. Esth.ii.18. 
ix.22.) and once X a/>a, joy; (Esth. ix. 17.) therefore, the 
entering into this marriage-feast, or supper, prepared for 
this lord, is here styled, entering into the joy of his^ord. 
Note, * i , 

Thirdly, That none to whom these talents were imparted; 
wanted power tojmprovc them for the advantage of their 
master, and so to receive the reward of their industry; for 
Christ saith to them all, Negotiate till I come, Luke xix. 13. 
All therefore could have done so. 

Hence, he who did not improve his talent, is styled not 
only a slothful, but a wicked servant, and is accordingly 
punished : now there can be no iniquity in not doing what 
he could not do, nor any punishment due upon that ac- 
count ; this being to punish because he did not an impos- 
sibility. . - 

Fourthly, That ix*tv, to have, here ;is eS tx* iv > to »«- 
prove; and not to. have, not to improve, see note on 
Matt. xiii. 12. 

Fifthly, When it is said^ here, y&tg, thou knewest, or 
knewest thou, that I teas an austere man, reaping rvhat I 
did.not sow; this is not a concession that the master was. 
truly so, but an argument out of his own mouth to condemn 
him,. not for acting suitably to his own hard conceptions 
of his Lord. (Luke xix. 22.) Nor do these words, Thou 
ought est to have put my money to the exchangers, shew, that 
Christ approved of usury; but only, that he who thought 
so sordidly of his master, should have used his talent 
agreeably, that so he might have had his own with usury. 

Ver. 27. Thou oughtest to have put my money to the 
usurers.'] That is/saith Jerome, "Caeteris doctoribus, quod 
fecerunt apostoli, per singulas provincias presbyteros et 
episcopos ordinantes;" i. e. To other teachers, as the apo- 
stles did, ordaining bishops and presbyters m every pro- 
vince: which words, though they contribute nothing to the 
meaning of the text, yet they afford a plain testimony, that, 
even in St. Jerome's judgment here, bishops were placed in 
every province by the apostles themselves. He also adds, 
that " hinc intclligiinus gentilium et philosophorum bo- 
nain vitam recipere Dominum;" hence we understand, that 
our. Lord approves of the good life of heathens and philoso- 
phers. I suppose, because this is the best improvement 
of their talents, and all that could be reasonably expected 
from them: God having given them no other rule to walk 
by; and so requiring no more of them than their sincere 
conformity to that law of nature he had given them. • 

[ 4 ] Ver. 31. "Orar Se 'f'XSy 6 vlbg rov uvSpwirov Iv ry S<J£y 
avrov, &c. When therefore the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him.'] It is to me a wonder, 
that men should imagine this refers not to the general day 
of judgment, but either to the time of exercising judgments 
on the Jewish nation, or to the setting up a triumphant 
kingdom here on earth; seeing (1.) here is a more clear 
description of Christ's coming to judgment in words and 
circumstances eJsewhere acknowledged to relate to the 
great and final judgment : for here he comes in majesty and 
glory, attended with all the holy angels, and sits down upon 
the throneofhis glory ; and thus will he be attended, when 
he comes to render to every one according to his works, viz. 
in the glory of his Father,- with his * holy angels; (Matt. 
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xvi. 27.) When he shall come in flaming fire to take ven- 
geance on all that obey not his gospel, and to be glorified in 
his saiiits, 2 Thess. i. 7—9. Judo 14,15. (2.) He speaks 
here of the time when ho shall gather before him all na- 
tions, (yet. Z2.) all sheep and goats, (ver. 33.) all that shall 
receive a sentence of bliss or condemnation, (ver. 34. 41.) 
and of the time when they that are the blessed of the Father 
shall receive the kingdom prepared for them, and when the 
wicked shall go into everlasting punishment; (ver. 4G.)which 
are manifest indications of the final judgment. 

[ s ] Ver. 33. Ka\ <xr?;<mTa pXv irp6^ara Ik Se&wv avrov, ra Si 
IptyialZ Euwvfya>v, And he shall set the sheep on his right 
liand, bid the goats on his left.] Here seems to be an allu- 
sion to the received custom of the Jews in capital causes, 
to place them who were to receive the sentence of abso- 
lution on the right hand in the Sanhedrin, but those who 
were to receive the sentence of condemnation on the left : 
as Maimonides* saith, They that stand on the right hand, 
are the just: they on the left, the guilty: Kimchi on 
1 Kings xxii. 19. On his right hand is life, on his left death. 
So R. Eliezer, cap. 4. §. 4. 

[**] Ver. 34. KXripovopfoarz rrjv rrroifia(Tfi(vr)v vjiiv fiamXetav 
aVo Kara/3oXfjc ko<t/k>v, Inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the beginning of the toorld.] The Jews say, that God 
prepared Paradise from the beginning, even before tho 
earth was made ; and this they gather from Gen. ii. 8. and 
the Lord God planted a garden, DIpD, aV dpxoc, Aquila, f* 
Trpwrrjc, Symmachus, from tJie beginning* (SeePirk. Elie- 
zer, cap. 3. §. 3.) 

fj] Ver. 41. IIopevEerSs bIqto irvpaluiviov, rb rrrotfiaafiivov r$ 
liafioky Ka\ toTc ayyiXoiQ avrov, Depart from me into everlast- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.] The rabbins 
often say, that hell was created the second day: (see Pirk. 
Eliezer, cap. 4. §. 1.) the fathers, on the contrary, viz. Ori- 
gen, Chrysostom, Euthymius, and Theophylact, observe, 
(1.) that Christ saith not of the punishment, as he doth of 
the blessing here pronounced, that it was prepared from the 
beginning of the world, lest it should be thought, that God 
designed men's punishment before they sinned. (2.) That 
though Christ saith, Come ye blessed of my Father, he said 
not, Go ye cursed of my Father; because God is the author 
and procurer of men's happiness, but man only is the author 
of his own misery. And (3.) that he speaks of this eternal 
fire as designed originally not for man, but for the deviland 
his angels; but man, by giving himself up to the thraldom 
of that evil one, and working himself up. to his likeness, 
sinks himself down to the infernal TCgions, and becomes 
like to him in torments, whom in manners he hath so much 
resembled. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 40. 45. 'E^ 1 S<xov hrmfoarz iv\ tovtwv rwv dBeX^uv 
jiov twv tXaxiarwv, Ifiol iTroifoaTi, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me.] 
For so close is the union betwixt Christ and his members, 
that he looks upon the favours conferred on them as done 
to himself, and promises accordingly a reward for them; 
(Matt. x. 42.) and also threatens punishment to them who 
do neglect, and are injurious to them, as if they had been 
so to him, (ver. 45.) And therefore ho speaks to a perse- 
cuting Saul thus, Saul, Said, why persecutest thou me? 



• Tract*- Sjnedr. cap. 1. 



(Acts ix. 4.) And, O ! how highly ought we to esteem of 
him, who so esteemed us ! 

Ver. 42. J was hungry, and you gave me no meat.] Here 
Theophylact well observes, that it is ncit sufficient to pre- 
serve us from that dreadful sentence, depart from me, &c. 
that we have done no evil, if we have been deficient in 
those acts of charity and mercy we owe to the members of 
Christ's body. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

1. AND it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all 
these sayings, ho said to his disciples, 

2. Ye know that \}] after two days is the ( time of the 
Jews 9 ) Passover, and the Son of man is ( then to be) betrayed 
(Gr. delivered tip) to be crucified. 

3. Then (i. e. two days before the Passover) assembled 
together the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders of 
the people, to the palace of the high-priest, who was called 
Caiaphas, 

4. And (they) consulted that they might take Jesus by 
subtilty, and kill him. 

5. But they said, (Let us) not (do this) on the [ 2 ] feast- 
day, lest there be an uproar among the people, (for they 
feared the people, Luke xxii. 2.) 

6. Now when Jesus was in Bethany in the. house of 
Simon the leper (whom Christ had healed of his leprosy), 

7. There came to him a woman having an alabaster box 
of very precious ointment, and ( she taking it) poured it on 
his head, as he sat at meat. 

8. But when (some of Mark xiv> 4*) [ 3 ] his disciples saw 
it, they had indignation, ( and murmured against the woman, 
Mark xiv. 5.) saying, To what purpose is this waste (of the 
ointment made)? 

9. For this ointment might have been sold for much, and 
(the money might have been) given to the poor. 

10. When Jesus understood it ( i.e. knew that they thus 
murmured), he said to them, Why trouble ye the woman 
(ivithout cause)? for she hath wrought a good (and cha- 
ritable) work upon me. 

•• 11. For ye have the poor (for whom you pretend such 
kindness) always with you ; ( and when you will you may do 
them good, Mark xiv. 7.) but (as for) me, [ 4 ] ye have not 
always (a like opportunity of shewing ki7id?iessto me, I being 
shortly to be taken from you. 

12. She therefore hath piously chosen thepresent opportu- 
nity), for in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, 
she did it (though unwittingly, as a preparation) for my 
burial, (nor shall her charity be lost; for) 

13. Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall 
be preached (as it will be) in the whole world, ihere shall 
also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memo- 
rial of her (to all future ages). 

14. Then [ s ] one of the twelve, who was called Judas 
Iscariot, (Satan being entered into him, Luke xxii. 3.) went 
to the chief priests, 

15. And said to them, What will ye- give mo, and I will 
deliver him to you? (and they were glad, and promised to 
give him money, Mark xiv. 11.) and they covenanted with 
him for [ 6 ] thirty pieces of silver. 

1G. And from that time he sought (an) opportunity to 
betray him. 
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17. Now the (7] first day of the feast of unleavened bread 
(being come, two of) the disciples came to Jesus, saying to 
him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the 
passover? 

18. And he said, Go into the city to such a man, ( who 
will meet you carrying a pitcher of water, Mark xiv. 23. 
follow him, Luke xxii. 10.) and say to him, The Master 
saith, My time is at hand ; I will keep the Passover at thy 
house with my disciples, (where therefore is the room where 
I may eat it with them? Luke xxii. 11. and when he hath 
shewed you the room, there make ready, ver. 12.) 

19. And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; 
and (finding that it was as he had said, Mark xiv. 16. they) 
made ready the passover. 

20. Now when the evening was come, he sat down with 
the twelve. 

21. And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say to you, That 
one of you shall betray me, (for the hand of him that be- 
trayeth me is with me in the dish, Mark xiv. 18. Luke 
xxii. 21.) 

22. And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every 
one of them to say to him, Lord, is it I (that shall do this 
thing)? . 

23. And he answered and said, [ 8 ] He that (now) dippeth 
his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me. 

24. The [ 9 ] Son of man goeth (to suffer death), as it is 
written of him: but (seeing God's foreknowledge how wicked 
any man willbe, if left to act according to those evil disposi- 
tions which he hath wilfully contracted, lessens no man's 
guilt; notwithstanding) woe to that man by whom the Son 
of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had 
not been born (it being better not to be, than to be mi- 
serable). 

25. Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, 
Master, is it I ( that shall betray thee)? He said unto him, 
(It is as) thou hast said. 

2G. And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 
[ 10 ] blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, 
and said, Take, eat; ["] this (broken bread) is (the me- 
morial of) my body; (Luke xxii. 19. and broken for you, 
1 Cor. xi. 24.) 

27. And he took the cup ( after supper, Luke xxii. 20.) 
and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, [ 12 ] Drink yc 
all of this (cup); 

28. For this (wine, given separate from the bread,) is ( the 
memorial of) my blood of the new testament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of (their) sins. 

29. But I say to you, ["] I will not drink henceforth of 
this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Fathers kingdom; (i.e. till the kingdom of 
God come, Luke xxii. 18. and you eat and drink with me in 
my kingdom, ver. 30.) 

30. And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to 
the mount of Olives. 

31. Then saith Jesus to them, All ye shall be [ 14 ] of- 
fended because of me this night: for it is written, I will 
smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be 
scattered abroad (Zech. xiii. 7. and this will be fulfilled in 
you). 

32. But after I am risen again, I will go before you into 
Galilee. 

33. Peter answered and said to him, Though all men % 



shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be of- 
fended (on that account). 

34. Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, That this 
night, before the [**] cock crow (in the morning), thou shalt 
deny mc thrice. 

35. Peter said to him (again), Though I should die with 
thee, yet will I not deny thee. (And) likewise also said all 
the disciples. 

3G. Then cometh Jesus with them to a place called 
Gethsemane, (situate between the river Cedron, mentioned 
John xviii. 1. and the mount of Olives, ver. 20.) and saith 
to the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. 

37. And he took with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy ( and 
afraid, Mark xiv. 33.) 

38. Then saith he to them, [ 16 ] My soul is exceeding sor* 
rowful, even to death: tarry yc here, and watch with me. 
(against temptation). 

39. And he went a little farther (about a stone 's-cast from 
them), and [ 17 ] fell upon his face, and prayed, saying, O my 
Father, if it be possible ( that thy glory and the salvation 
of men may equally be promoted otherways), let this cup 
pass from me: nevertheless '(be it) not as I will, but as 
thou wilt; ( then an angel appeared to him from heaven, to 
strengthen him, Luke xxii. 43, 44.) 

40. And (then) he cometh to the (three) disciples, and * 
findeth them asleep, and saith to Peter, ( Wliy sleep yon?) 
What, could ye not watch with ine one hour? 

41. Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation 
(so as to be foiled by it); the [ 18 ] spirit indeed is willing 
(to make good resolutions, ver. 35.) but the flesh is weak 
(and so unable to perform them without Divine assistance, 
to be obtained by prayer, and improved by vigilance). 

42. He went away again the second time, and (being 
heard, in that he feared, Heb. v. 7. he) prayed, saying, O 
my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except 
I drink it, thy will be done. 

43. And he came ( back to the disciples) and found them 
asleep again: for their eyes were heavy, (and they knew not 
what to answer him, Mark xiv. 40.) 

44. And he left them, and went away again, and prayed 
the third time, saying the same words. 

45. Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith to them, 
[ 19 ] Sleep on now, and take your rest (for by your watching 
ye can shew no farther kindness to, or concern for me): be- 
hold, the hour ( of my apprehension) is at hand, and the 
Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

4G. Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth 
betray me. 

47. And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, 
came, and with him a great multitude with swords and 
staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. 

48. Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, the same is he : [ 20 ] hold him 
fast, (and lead him away securely, Mark xiv. 44. see John 
xviii. 8. 12.; 

49. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, 
Master; and kissed him. 

50. And Jesus said to him, Friend, wherefore art thou 
come? (Is it to betray the Son of man with a kiss? Luke 
xxii. 48.) Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and 
took him. 
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51. And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus, 
(to wit, Simon Peter, seeing what ivas done, said, Master 
shall I smite with the sword? Luke xxii. 49. and straight- 
way he) stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and 
.struck a servant of the high-priests, and smote off his 
(right) ear; (and the name of that seivant zoos Malchas, 
John xviii. 10.) 

52. Then said Jesus to him, Put up again thy sword into 
its place: [ 21 ] for all they that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword. (See the note here.) 

53. Thinkest thou that I cannbt now pray to my Father, 
and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of 
angels (for my defence)? 

54. But (should I do this) how then shall the Scripture 
bo fulfilled, that thus it must be? (or, how can I refuse the 
cup which my Father hath given me to drink ? John xviii. 11.) 
- -55. In that same hour Jesus said to the multitudes 
(sent to apprehend him), Are ye come (now) out as against 
a thief with swords and staves for to take me? (whereas) 
■I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no 
hold on me, (but this is your hour> and the power of dark- 
ness, Luke xxii. 53.) 

56. But all this was done, that the Scriptures of the pro- 
phets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, 
and fled. 

57. And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away 
to (Annas first, John xviii. 13, 14. and thence to) [ C2 ] Cai- 
aphas the high-priest, where the scribes and the elders were 
assembled. 

58. But Peter followed him afar off to the high-priest's 
palace, and (being introduced by another disciple, John 
xviii. 15, 1G.) went in, and sat with the servants, to see the 
end (of this matter). 

» 59. Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, 
["] sought false witness against Jesus to put him to death; 

CO. But found none: yea, though many false witnesses 
came, yet found they none (that could testify any thing 
against him which deserved death). At the last came two 
false witnesses, 

61. And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the 
temple of God, and to build it in three days. 

G2. And (then) the high-priest arose, and said to him, 
Answerest thou nothing ? [ 24 ] What is it which these wit- 
ness against thee? (Gr. Why do these witness (thus) against 
thee, if it tvere not true?) 

63. But Jesus held his peace. And the high-priest an- 
swered and said to him, [ ff5 ] I adjure thee by the living 
God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son 
of God (or not). 

64. Jesus saith to him, (It is as) thou hast said : [ 26 ] ne- 
vertheless, I say to you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of Power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven ; (i. e. you ask me whether lam the Christ, 
and will not believe that I am so; but ye shall shortly be con- 
vinced of it by the mission of the Holy Ghost from heaven, 
and by my coming in the clouds of heaven to take vengeance 
oii you for your unbelief) 

65. Then the high-priest [*] rent his clothes, saying, He 
hath spoken "blasphemy; what farther need have we of wit- 
nesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy. 

66.- What think ye (of it) ? They answered and said, He 
is guilty of death. 



ANNOTATIONS [chap. xxvr. 

67. Then did they (who tvere officers of the court) spit 
in his face, and (they) buffeted him; and others (of them) 
smote him with the palms of their hands, (speaking many 
blasphemous ivords against him, Luko xxii. 65. and) 

68. Saying, Prophesy to us, thou Christ, Who is he that 
smote thee? 

69. Now Peter sat without in the palace; and j/ 8 ] a 
damsel came to him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of 
Galilee. 

70. But he denied (it) before them all, saying, I know 
not (any thing of) what thou sayest. 

71. And when he was gone out into tho porch, another 
maid saw him, and said to them that were there, This 
fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth. 

72. And agaifi he denied (it) with an oath, (saying,) I 
do not[*9] know the man. 

73. And after a while came to him they that stood by, 
and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy 
speech bewrayeth thee. 

74. Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know 
not the man. And immediately (after he had said this) the 
cock crew. 

75. And Peter remembered the words of Jesus, who said 
to him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 
And he went out, and wept bitterly. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXVI. 

I 1 ] Ver. 2. AFTER two days is the Passover, and the 
Son of man shall be deliveredup to be crucified.] Here Gro- 
tius notes, that it is a tradition of the Jews, which appears 
yet in the books of their cabalists, that in the days of the 
Messiah they should be redeemed t)n the very day that they 
came out of Egypt; which is true if it respect the day of 
their coming out of Egypt, that being the fifteenth day of 
Nisan, but is not true of the fourteenth day on which the 
paschal lamb was offered, Christ being not crucified on 
Thursday, but on Friday. 

[*] Ver. 5. "EXzyov $1, fin tv ry eopry, iva ju^ Sopu^oc Y*Wai 
cv r<£ Xaw, And they said, Not on the feast-day, lest there be 
an uproar among the people.] Maimonides* saith, it was 
the custom among the Jews to punish those who rebelled 
against the sentence of the judge, or the high-priest, or 
were notoriously criminal, at one of the three feasts; bo- 
cause then only, by reason of the public congress of people, 
all might hear and fear, according to tho law, Deut. xvii. 
12, 13. From this received custom, the fathers of the San- 
hedrin seem willing to recede for fear of the multitude; 
but having so fair an offer made by Judas, they emhraee 
that season. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 8. 'ISoi'tec S* ol tiaQr}Ta\ avrov nyavctKTr\aav, &C. 
But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, 
To tvhat purpose is this ivaste?] This was only said by Ju- 
das, and (hat out of covetousness. (John xii. 3. 6.) Some 
of tho disciples seemed to like the motion by reason of tho 
specious pretext of charity under which it was covered, 
(Mark xiv. 5.) and the rest did not contradict it, but seemed 
rather by their silence to approve it, and therefore are hero 
mentioned, without exception, as copartners with him ; 
but Christ calls this a good work, ver. 10. as being in itself 



• De Rebell. cap. 3. $. 8, 
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lawful, and done out of a good end and intention ; and jus- 
tifies this from an argument it pan, that she had laid out 
this expense on his dead body; they who did customarily 
use such ointments and sweet odours at their funerals, 
could not have reasonably found fault with it, and therefore 
had no ground to do it now, his body being shortly to be 
buried ; to the pretence of Judas he answers, that by reason 
of his approaching death, this must be shortly done to him, 
or not at all ; whereas they having the poor always with 
them, could never want objects of their charity; and that 
good work which was to be done now, or never, was then 
preferable to that for which they had perpetual occa- 
sions. * 

[ 4 ] Ver. 11. *Efil & ov iravrort, But me ye have not always.] 
These words destroy the doctrine of transubstantiation; 
for if Christ were, as to soiil, body, and divinity, truly in 
the host, that being always with them of Rome, they would 
have Christ always with them, and might at any time spend 
their money in adorning their host, or upon the oblation of 
it, and so Christ's reason for doing that then would be in- 
valid. ' Note also from these words following, ver. 13. that 
this good deed should be mentioned, wherever the gospel 
was preached, for a memorial of her, that we may laudably 
prosecute that which will procure us a good name, and 
spread our reputation to future ages. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 14. Tore iroptvOtis tig t&v dwSetca, Then one of the 
twelve went to the chief priests .] He is noted to be one of 
Christ's disciples, to aggravate the foulness of his crime, 
and to denote the completion of the prophecy, He that 
eateth bread itith me, hath lifted up his heel against me. (Psal. 
xli. 9.) The time when Judas thus betrayed him, is hinted 
in the particle, rorz, then; viz. according to the tradition 
of the church, the consultation of the Sanhedrin with him, 
and his agreement to betray Christ to them was on Wed- 
nesday,- this being assigned as one reason why they fasted 
on Wednesday and Friday,* because Christ was betrayed 
on Wednesday, and he suffered on Friday. 
' [ 6 ] Ver. 15. For thirty pieces of silver.'] i. e. For thirty 
shekels, that is, 3/. 15s. of our money, saith Dr. Hammond. 
This, as Mr. Ainsworth and Maimonides observe onExod. 
xxxi. 32. was the price paid for a man or a maid-servant, 
when/being smitten by an ox, they died; so vilely was he 
esteemed by them, who shed his precious blood for them ! 
Of Satan's entering into Judas, see note on Luke xxii. 3, 4. 

p] Ver. 17. Ty S£ sparry twv a^vfxwv, &C Noiv the first 
day of unleavened bread came his disciples to him, saying, 
Wlierewilt thou that we prepare thepassover? &c] Of the 
time when our Saviour kept the Passover, see the Appendix 
to the fourteenth chapter of St. Mark. Here note, first, from 
the word avltcuTo, he lay down, ver. 20. that Christ observed 
not the paschal supper in that manner or gesture in which it 
was instituted at first; viz. that they should eat it standing, 
&c. Exod. xii. 11. but did eat it lying down or inclining on 
the left side, as it was the manner of the Jews then to do ; 
and though the Jewish doctors required and imposed this 
rite as a significative ceremony of their rest in Canaan, to 
which they were but going, or travelling, when they cele- 
brated the Passover in Egypt, and of their redemption; and 



* Th TiTpiSa jut* wttgewxiy^ mrviMfAir rn* pit, &ia r«v fffoWav ifo it, fc£ t3 
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upon that account would * permit none to eat it otherwise 
than in this posture; yet Christ used it: whence we may 
learn, that our blessed Lord was not so scrupulous as some 
men are, who dare not use a significant ceremony, or to 
receive the eucharist, kneeling, because that was not the 
posture used at the first institution of it, though they do re- 
ceive it sitting, and- therefore not. in the posture used by 
Christ and his apostles when it was. first, instituted. (2.) 
Upon these words. Where tvilt thou that\m keep the Pass- 
over? Dr. Lightfoot observes, that the houses of Jerusalem 
were not then to be let, but were of eommon right for any 
that would eat the passover in them. > 

[ 8 ] Ver. 23. f O Ifxfiaipag fxer tfiov Iv t£ Tjov]3Xfy t?)v X"P a > 
&c. He that dips his hand with me in the dishy the same shall 
betray me.*\ Hence it appears, that Judas was present with 
them at the celebration of the paschal supper ; and that he 
continued with them at the celebration of the other sacra- 
ment, is evident from the words following the institution 
and distribution of it; But, behold, the hand of him that be- 
trayetfime, is with me on tjie table. (Luke xxii. 21.) 
t [ 9 ] Ver. 24. The Son of man goeth as it isivritten of him: 
but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed 1 it were good 
for that man that he had not been born.] Hence two things 
clearly follow : (l.)That the prediction of this event, that 
Jesus should thus suffer, and that by the treachery of.Judas, 
did lay on Judas no antecedent necessity of doing this 
action; because it did not lessen the woe due to him for 
it ; but only doth suppose in God a knowledge how the will 
of man, left to his own freedom, will determine or incline 
itself. Of this, see note on Luke xxii. 22. (2.) That Chrisf, 
by saying, z7 were good for that man that he had not beenborn, 
sufficiently shews this cannot be the portion of all men, 
except some few elect, as some men think, and as it fol- 
lows from the supposal of an immutable decree, that such 
persons only should be saved, and ,all others left under 
such a pretention as will infallibly render it better for them 
never to have been born ; and would have^made this the 
condition of Judas, though he had not done this, provided 
he was none of God's elect. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 2G. Jesus took bread, teal evXayr/o-ac, ticXaffe, and 
blessed it, and brake it.] That cvXoyav, to bless, here and in 
St. Mark, is the same as cvxajoiorctv, to give, thanks, in Sf. 
Luke and St. Paul; and that the bread was only blessed 
by giving thanks over it, see proved on Matt. xiv. 19. And 
that the breaking of the bread to be distributed, is a neces- 
sary part of this rite, is evident. For (1.) the continual 
mention of it by St. Paul and all the evangelists, when they 
speak of the institution of this sacrament, shews it .to be a 
•necessary part of it; according to that observation of the 
council of Toledo,f That Christ, by breaking the bread, 
and distributing it broken to his disciples, " id sine dubip 
egit, quod nos in posterum facturos edocuit," did doubtless 
teach us hereafter to do as he did. (2.) Christ said, Tak$, 
this is my body broken for you; (1 Cor. xi. 24.) whereas, 
where the elements are not broken, it can be no more said, 
This is my body broken for you, than where the elemepts 
are not given, Tliis is my body given for you. (3.) Our Lord 
saith, Do this in remembrance of me; i. e f Eat this bread 



* " Azjma comedimus recombentes, quia recordalio est redemptionis ; et rarsus 
lenemor ad acenbitum dam comedimus, ut comedaraus more regum et maguatum." 
t A. D, $93. Csq. 6, 
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broken, in remembrance of my body broken on the cross: 
now, where no body broken is distributed, there nothing 
can be eaten in memorial of his broken body. Lastly, The 
apostle, by saying, Tlie bread tvhich we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of Christ? sufficiently informs us, 
that the eating of his broken body is necessary to that end, 
(1 Cor. x. 16.) Hence was it that this rite of distributing 
bread broken continued for a thousand years, and was, as 
Humbertus* testifies, observed in the Roman church in the 
eleventh century, 

[ u ]Tovr<$ lari rb au^a fxov, Thisismy body,] Here let it be 
observed, (1.) that these words contain not all that our Lord 
said; for our Lord spake these words but once; and there- 
fore they who say, as do St. Luke and the apostle Paul, his 
words were these, TJiis is my body given, or my body broken, 
for you, can say no more than our Lord said at the first in- 
stitution of this sacrament; for otherwise they must aver, 
that Christ then said, what really he never said. When 
then St. Matthew and St. Mark inform' us that he said, 
Tliis is my body, they must say the truth, but not the whole 
truth; that being, as St. Luke and St. Paul inform us, This 
is my body given, or broken, for you. Moreover, it is to be 
observed, that neither the evangelist nor the apostle uses 
the future, but both the present tense, saying, This is my 
body, to Sidofitvov, given, to *cXw/i£vov, broken; This is my 
blood, to Ikxwoiiivov, shed. Now, from these observations 
it is manifest, that these words cannot signify, This is sub- 
stantially and really my body broken and my blood sited for 
you; for this being spoken before Christ's body was broken 
on the cross, and before his blood was shed, Christ could 
not say, in the literal and proper sense, This is my body 
broken, or my blood shed, for you; but he might say, This 
bread is broken to represent to you my body, which shall 
be broken, and my blood, which shall be shed, for you. 
For so the Scripture usually speaks in sacramental matters; 
saying of circumcision, even before Abraham was circum- 
cised, TJiis is my covenant betwixt me and thee, (Gen. xvii. 
4. 19. 23. 36.) and of the paschal lamb, TJiis is the Lord's 
passover, before God, passing over the Israelites, had smit- 
ten the Egyptians. (Exod. xii.U.) And this was therefore 
thus affirmed of these two sacraments, before the celebration 
of them, because they were then instituted as rites to be ob- 
served by his people when they did celebrate these sacra- 
ments. And in like manner the bread, in the first institu- 
tion of this sacrament, is called Christ's body broken^ as 
being instituted then to represent to all future ages his body 
which was to be broken for them; and the wine is styled 
his blood shed, as being instituted then as the perpetual re- 
presentation and memorial of his blood shed and separated 
from his body on the cross ; so that there is no need of the 
criticism of Grotius and others here, that the present tense 
is put for the future, broken for that which shall be broken, 
and shed for shall be shed. Nor could this way of speak- 
ing either seem harsh to, or otherwise be understood by, 
Christ's disciples, who had even then been eating of the 
paschal lamb, which they who laid before them were said, 
" apponere corpus paschatis," to place before them the body 
of the passover, or paschal lamb, called also by them, " cor- 
pus paschatis/' the body of the passover ; and they who ate 
of it were said, " comederc de corporc paschatis/' to eat 

» Baron, torn, xu p. 1008. Homb. contr. Graec. ibid. p. 971. 



of the body of the passover, or of the lamb eaten in memo- 
rial of it: and when they ate of the unleavened bread, they 
said, w Hie est panis afflictionis, qucm comederunt patrcs 
nostri in terra -dSgypti," This is the bread of affliction (I e. 
tlie representation and memorial of that bread) which our 
fathers did eat in the land of Egypt. What therefore 
could men accustomed to such sacramental phrases think 
of the like words of Christ, This (bread) is my body; but 
that it was to be the representation or memorial of it? 
Moreover, how could the apostles think that they had eaten 
Christ's broken body, or drank his blood shed for them, 
when they yet saw his body whole before them, and knew 
his blood was in his veins? How could they have been 
persuaded to drink blood, against the express letter of the 
law, or to have eaten human flesh, or swallow their Lord 
and Master down their throats? This being so absurd in 
the opinion of all mankind, not excepting Lanfrank, Alge- 
rus, Guitmund, and others, who first stickled for an ab- 
surdity beyond all example, that they ingenuously confess, 
That did their senses perceive what their faith doth oblige 
tJiem to believe, thehorrorofitwould be so great, tJiat* "ra- 
nis esset qui ab hoc sacramento non abhorreret," almost 
all persons would abhor the receiving this sacrament. Hence 
they give these two notable reasons why, though they do 
substantially eat the flesh and drink that very blood which 
our Lord shed upon the cross, yet they do this tinder the 
covert of the accidents of bread and wine; viz. 

First, Tliat human piety might not abhor the sacrament,f 
as they then would do; for (say they) should they see the 
colour of human flesh, and the colour of human blood, and 
taste the savour of them, the horror of it would hinder the 
receiving of the sacrament, or the profit of so doing. 

Secondly, That this was " digna causa," a just reason 
why our Lord's body and blood should lie thus concealed 
under the species of bread and wine, £ l^st it should be knoum 
to the infidels, and lie open to their blasphemies ; lest the 
action should be ridiculous to them, scandalous, inhuman, 
and execrable. And indeed this being not only avSpixrrro- 
<payia, the eating of man's flesh, and drinking human blood; 
but also Oeotyayia, the eating of their God; who knows not 
that on both these accounts the Christian faith was and 
is still execrable, both to Jew and gentile, to pagan and 
Mahometan? For, 

First, The Apologies of the primitive Christians tell us, 
this was one of the great accusations which the heathens 
made against the Christians, Tliat they did eat human flesh. 
This Trypho owns to be a common imputation upon Christ- 
ians, though he judged it incredible. Justin Martyr,§ 



* Hogo ling. 

t " Impedirelor perceptions hajas commoditas pra baraani corporis comedendi 
horrore."|Alg. lib. i.eap. 7. p. 19. " Si carnis etsangoinis bnmaoi colorem videret, 
et sdporem sentiret fidelis, homaoa pielai abhorrcrel.^ Lib. ii. cap. 3. p. 73. 75. 
" Ne percipieoles crnda et croenta, borrerent/ Lanfr. F. 133. B. *\ Si craor in 
calico fieret manifestos, et si, ut \a roacello, Christi ruberet euro, rams io lerris esset 
qui haec non abhorreret." Hugo liog. cd. Erasm. 

X " Ne scilicet infidelibas pateat, et eornm blasphemiis Tilescal, neve nos jadicent 
iobumanos et crndelcs, utpote horaani corporis comestorcs, et aanguinis bibitore&." 
'Alger. lib. ii. cap.- 3. p. 75. " Ut Veritas non desit in sacramento, at ridiculum 
nullum fiat paganis, quodcruorem occisi hominis uibamos." Fascb. cap, 36. " N* 
per hoc fieret execrabile, qood per fidem debemos credere esse desiderabilc." Ibid. 
" Vel fidero lacderet, vel ad scandalom qaoromlibct corda poasit morere." Petr. 
Clon. Ed. Erasm. p. 215. B. 

§ "Objeceront Cbristlanis" ovflfiwW e-a^xxf £opa*. Jost. M. Apol. J. p. 50. 
" Creditis voa, ioquit," en && frShfMv atfffaw " Hespondet Trypbo," Ttifi M *' « 
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Irenseus, Tertullian, Minutius, and others, take notice of it, 
and jrefute it, and constantly reject it, as the vilest calumny, 
and an abominable thing, saying,* We Christians, avdpv- 
nivwv aapKuv fiopag ov jlvuxtko^v, do not own eating of hu- 
man flesh; it is an infamous thing, and falsely is reported of 
its— Tliis is (saith Theophilusf) the most wicked and inhu- 
man of all crimes objected tons, aapK&v avOpwrtivwv rijxag 
tyamzaQcu, that we partake of human flesh: it is not possible 
that we should be guilty of so vile a thing. — Amongst tis there 
is no eating of human flesh (saith TatianJ); you are false 
witnesses who thus accuse us,— No man (saith Athenagoras§) 
who is not mad, can charge us icith this thing; ov yap l<m 
waaavQai Kpcwv avSpuymvw, for we may not eat human flesh. 
—It is the calumny of the devil, saith Minutius: You may 
be ashamed to object it to us, saith Tertullian.|| "Whereas, 
had they received this as an article of faith, that they did 
daily eat the flesh of the man Christ, and thought his word 
obliged them to do this; with what sincerity could they, 
without all limitation or distinction, not only have denied, 
but even detested the doing so? But that which makes it 
certain and beyond all doubt, that they conceived that 
Christ had never taught them properly and substantially to I 
cat his flesh and drink his blood in the sacrament, is the 
memorable history of Sanctus and Blandina, two Christian 
martyrs, written by Irenaeus,1T and preserved to us by 
CEcumenius ; viz. That " the heathens having apprehended 
the servants of Christians catechised, and using force with 
them, that from them they might learn something secret ; 
the servants having nothing else to say that might be pleas- 
ing to their tormentors, having heard from their masters 
that the sacrament was the body and blood of Christ, told 
this to the inquisitors; who apprehending that the Christ- 
ians had done this very thing, gave notice of it to other 
heathens, who endeavoured to force the martyrs, Sanctus 
and Blandina, to confess it; to whom Blandina, readily and 
boldly answered, ' How should they endure those things, 
who so fast as not to enjoy lawful flesh V" Now had the 
ancient Christians believed this doctrine, that they did truly 
cat Christ's flesh and blood in the sacrament, how could 
Irenseus have represented it as a plain mistake, both in 
those servants and the heathens, to think the. sacrament 
was really Christ's flesh and blood? or have introduced 
Blandina refuting this imagination, had it been the senti- 
ment of the church of Christ then, since by so doing she 
must have rejected one article of Christian faith? Or, 
how could CEcumenius have put these words into his com- 
mentary, without endeavouring to explain or reconcile them 
to the doctrine of oral manducation, had it then obtained ? 
Let us then again consider, whether that ought to be re- 
ceived as an article of faith, owned by all Christians from 
the beginning, which from the beginning was so expressly 
denied to be ovrwg teal avro^^jia, indeed, reality, or, in the 
thing itself, the flesh and blood of Christ ,• which made all 
the apologists for, and first defenders of the Christians, 



ruXXol Xiywciv ou mmurai a%i9r irofyw yip xip£«f»;xt tbc aytywrws ^ilfli*?. Dial, 
p. 2W " Nihil objicinnt," dvirrtM fo~ma t Athenag. p. 4. Thcophilns, lib. i. p. 119. J 
126. Tatian, p. 1G2. Tertol. Apol. cap. 9. ad Nations, lib. i. cop. 15. Minatius, 
p. 32. Eaucb. Eccl. Hint. lib. t. cap. 1. 

- * JuBt.M. Apol.p. 50. 2. p. 70. t Ad Antol. lib. 113. p. 119. 126. 

X Contr. Geot. p. 162. $ Legat. p . 32. || Ap. cop. 9. 

Xfimcaut* Iren. apnd (Ecum.in 1 Pet. ii, 12. H J 



deniers of the truth ; and to represent that as a false report, 
an infamous thing, a calumny of the devil, which was the 
plain and evident result of their own faith, and of the words 
of their great Master, as they arc now interpreted by the 
church of Rome. 

But then, when we advance to the consideration of this 
doctrine, not only as it makes the Christian to eat human 
flesh, and drink of human blood, but as it is the eating of 
that very God we worship, as the Trent council* hath de- 
fined; this renders it absurd, ridiculous, and blasphemous. 
For, 

First, The very heathens owned this as the absurdest and 
most abominable thing, to be abhorred more than death. 
When ice call wine Bacchus (saith Cicerof), and ourfndts 
Ceres, we use the common mode of speaking, " sed ecquem 
tam amentcm esse putas qui illud quo vescatur Deum cre- 
dat esse?" but can you think any. person so mad as to 
imagine, that tvhich he eats to be a god? — The Egyptians 
(saith OrigenJ) tjiink a brute creature to be God; and 
therefore they do p.ixp l Savarov <pv\a%a<r$ai anb tov twv 
Zdjov Kpcwv ytvaavSai, abstain from eating of his flesh more 
than from death. We read, Gen. xliii. 32. that it was an 
abomination to the Egyptians to eat bread with the He- 
breivs; because (say Onkelos and Jonathan) the Hebrews 
did eat those cattle which the Egyptians worshipped: and 
Moses would depart from JEgypt before he sacrificed to 
the God of Israel; lest he should sacrifice to him the abo- 
mination of the Egyptians before their eyes, (Exod. viii. 26.) 
i. e. the beasts which the Egyptians worshipped, and there- 
fore did abhor to kill, or to see killed before their eyes. 
(See Bochart. Hieroz. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 34, 35. par.ii. 
lib. iv. cap. 1G.) Averroes § was a learned heathen, who 
flourished in the eleventh century, when this portentous 
doctrine first obtained, and itforced him thus to blaspheme 
the Christian faith: I have inquired into all religions, and 
have found none more foolish than the Christians, because 
that very God they worship, they with their teeth devour : 
and thus he concludes, " quandoquidem Christian! id 
comedunt quod.adorant," &c. because the Christians eat 
what they do worship, let my soul go to the philosophers. 
And Bellarmine || himself eonfesseth, that this, among the 
heathens, was always judged " stultissimum paradoxum," 
the.most foolish paradox^ as (saith he) from the words of 
Averroes doth appear. Hence, as the highest infamy which 
the Mahometans can cast upon us, we are by them re- 
proached as the devour ers of our God, as M. la Boulay IT 
informs us ; and they affirm, that by thus eating of Christ's 
flesh, the Christians use him worse than did the Jews ; be- 
cause, say they,** it is more savage to eat his flesh and 
drink his blood, than only to procure his death. 

Secondly, That the Jewish sentiments as to this matter 
were the same, we learn from the epistle of the prophet 
Jeremy to the captive Jews; for ho informs them, that 
what, the Babylonians worshipped, should afterward be 



* " Nollos itaqoe dabilandi locus rclinquitar, qnin omnes Cbristi fideles, pro niorr 
ia catholica ecclcsia Kemper recepto, latriai coltum, qni vero debctur Deo, buic sanc- 
tiasimo Sacramento ia veneratinoe exhibeant, ncqae enim ideo minaa adorandum est, 
qnod fuerit aXbristoot sumatar jnstitutnm." Concil. Trid. Seas. 13. cap. 5. 

t De Nat. Deor. lib. iii. n. 28. . % Cont. Ccla. lib. j. p. 40. 

§ Apud Pezrooo de Eoch. lib. iii. cap, 29. p. 97$. 

|| Lib. ii. de Encli. cap. 12. $. 2. 4 Voyage, par. i. cap. 10. p. 21. 

** Acbmed, B. Edria apud Hottiager, H. Eoc. $. 16. par. ii. p- 160. 
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eaten ; and, by this (saith he) ye may know they are no gods, 
Baruch vi. 72. Nor can wo doubt of this, if we believe 
what is so often declared by the Christian fathers, that this 
was God's design in making the distinction betwixt clean 
and unclean beasts, to secure his people from idolatry; 
because, in Egypt, all beasts were deified (saith Pseudo 
Justin) except swine; God therefore calls some of them un- 
clean, some clean, and did permit them to sacrifice the clean 
beasts, and forbid them to cat of the andean;* Iukvvuv 
aura ava&a ovra t?}c rov Qtov ir polyopias rt Kai rtfing Kai 
8hi tov SmaSai *a\ laZttoSai, by both these things shewing they 
were unworthy the name and honour of a Deity ; because 
they were sacrificed and eaten;, and because they were called 
unclean.— God (saith Theodoretf) pronouncing some beasts 
clean and others unclean, persuades us not to think that 
any of them could be gods; for how (saith he) can any 
man of sense think that to be a god which he abominates as 
unclean, or which is offered to the true God, and eaten by 
himself; and this he frequently repeats. St. Jerome £ in- 
forms us, that Moses did beat the golden calf to powder, 
and then made the Jews drink of it : " ut discant contem- 
ner^ quod in secessum projici viderant," that the people 
might learn to contemn what they saw went down into the 
draught. Now, could the same God, who had taken such 
care* under the old testament to teach the people that 
that could not be their God,* which they did eat and sacri- 
fice, appoint under the new testament", that the Christians' 
God should be continually sacrificed and eaten? But, 

Thirdly, Nothing is more certain, than that the Christian 
apologists, or fathers, continually ridiculed the heathen 
for worshipping such deities as might be eaten and sacri- 
ficed; and pronounced it the highest absurdity to do so. 
And, - 

(1.) They declaim against the thing itself, as infinitely 
absurd and foolish, declaring, that it was § afitXrtpiag 
' c(tx«Vj]c to laSiofitvov TrpotTKvvtiv, the extremity of madness to 
worship what tue eat ; that no man of sense can think that 
a God which is nap lavrov laSiofitvov, eaten by himself; \\ 
that the great lawgiver of the Jews commanded them to eat 
what other' nations worshipped as gods, Iva tvKara^p6vryra 
' fyaivryrai iigirap ahrwv to&iojucva, that they might appear des- 
picable in their eyes, as being eaten by themselves ;*& that 
these things must be unworthy the 'name and honour of a 
God, 8m to IcrSitaSai, because they were eaten. 

(2.) They upon this account deride the ignorance and 
folly of the heathens, and look upon this as a sure indica- 
tion of it, that they did worship what was eaten. Tlie 
Greeks through ignorance (saith Clemens** of Alexandria) 

atfiovrai Kai a dtdwKtv avroic dg J3/>w<tiv 6 0£oc, worship even 

those things which God hath given them to eat, and so be- 
come ungrateful to him. — " Nonne et Apimbovem cum 
Egyptiis adoratis et pascitis?" Do not you (saith Minu- 
tiusft)* wflft theEgyptians, worship and also feed upon an 
ox, which you call Apis ? And is not this as great a folly 
as the worship of an ass's head, which without reason you 

♦Qu. 35. p. 412, 413. 

t3 tv aXnQty* &i* ft^ff^i^fjatvf ua\ <xa.f lavrw iftiufuror. Qn. 11. in Lcvlt. p. 124. 
D. Qa. 55i in Gen. p. 44. Serm. 7. conlr. Grao. ed. Sylb, p. 150. • 

$ Ep. ad Fab. 01. Ep. tom.JiL F. 20. A. $ Tbeodorel in Gen. U. 5$. 

P Qa. 11. in Leritic. f Serm. 7. de Sacr. torn, ir. p. 585. 

** Strom. \i. p. 655. C. D. if P. 32. 



object to us? This Athanasius* looks upon as an instance 
of the abominable worship of the Egyptians, that the same 
flesh, which some of them did consecrate as a god, was made 
the food of others. The Egyptians adore a calf, the Ly- 
bians worship sheep, both which, in our nations, are sacri- 
ficed and fed upon; this (saith he) is a certain indication 
of the folly of the heathen worship.— The heathens (saith 
Theodoretf) should have considered, £>g rovrwv ia filv liSiov- 
*mv, that some of these things they eat aXX' 1% afitXTtpiag 
Ka\ Trapa-nXtiZlag taxaTtic tca\ wv riaSiovTiig ckovac lOioTVoit\aav , 
but through extremity of folly and stupidity , they consecrate 
the images of those things themselves did eat. (See Tatian, 
p. 149. Orig. contr. Celsum, lib. v. p. 249.) Now can it 
possibly be conceived, that all these fathers should ridicule 
and expose the religion of the heathens, for that very thing 
which made so great a part of their own religion? That 
they should look- on it as an abominable and repugnant 
thing in heathens, only to worship that which others did 
eat, if it had been a constant custom of all Christians to 
worship as God what they themselves did eat? Could they 
brand that as the extremity of madness, stupidity, and folly, 
when done by heathens, which their faith taught them was 
the highest act of religious worship, when performed by 
themselves? Surely these things give us sufficient reason 
with ScotusJ to admire, why such an interpretation should 
be put upon this one article, as makes our faith contemptible 
to all who are guided by reason ? Nor can we abstain 
from thinking with Petrus Cluniacensis's§ carnal man, that 
it is against humanity, against piety, to break with our 
hands, to tear with our teeth, and to devour, as we do com- 
mon meat, the flesh and blood of Christ, or that God and 
man should be devoured by men, the Master by his disciples, 
the Lord by his servants, and Christ by Christians. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 27. nitre 1% avrov navrtg- Drink ye all of this.] 
From these words it is evident, that all who come to the 
holy communion, are by Christ's precept obliged as well to 
drink of the cup as to eat of the bread : for, whereas most 
Romanists pretend, that Christ said only, Drink ye all of 
this, to them to whom he said, when speaking of the bread, 
Do this; and that those words were only spoken to his 
apostles, whom he then made priests : to this I answer, 
that we have clear and convincing evidence, that these 
words, Drink ye all of this, are to be applied to others be- 
sides the apostles; as, v. gr. (1.) From Christ's institution; 
whence I argue thus, Christ institutecT no other "supper 
than that which he administered to his disciples : if then 
he did not institute that for all believers capable, they have 
no right to any part of it by virtue of Christ's institution ; 
it can bo to them no sacrament for whom it was not in- 
stituted by Christ, since, by the definition of the Trent 
counciI,|| the sacraments of the new testament were all 
instituted by him'; they expect no blessing from it/since 



* TaJy iraf aXXoi; Xiycfxivxy 0»£ir yin/trm Qvsricu x*2 OTe&lsu, xal aXXanr al 0wtai aXXw 
ijttwaXt, tin ei «. Orat. contra Gent. §. 24. 

t Rom. i. 23. 

$ " Qaare in hoc articulo, qoi noa est principalis articulos fidei, dcheat talis iotel- 
lectas asscri, propter quern fides paleat contemptui omninm seqacnlium rationem?" 
In 4. Sent, distinct. 11. q. 3. lit. 

$ " Est contra bomanam niorem, contra pietatem, cam em Christ! vel sanguineus 
imo Deum et bominem ab liorainibos, magistrom n discipulis, dominom a servi > 
Christom a Cbristianis, tnanibns frangi, deulibns at ten, et, esoarum more corarau- 
nium, devorari." Ed, Erasm, F. 215. 

J Seas. 7. cap. 1. 
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that depends upon Christ's ordinance; nay, they must be 
esteemed sacrilegious usurpers, as laying claim to that 
sacrament which never by Christ's institution did belong 
to them. If Christ did institute that sacrament for all 
believers capable, that is, to be a standing ordinance, by 
which, as his disciples then did, so all believers capable 
should afterward eat of what he called his body, arid 
drink of what he called his blood ; then did he institute it 
to be received of all that were fitted for, and capable to 
receive it, and in it said unto them, Drink ye all of this. 
- This appears farther, from the reason annexed to the re- 
ceiving of the sacrament by Christ's apostles; for, since 
that reason equally concerns all believers capable and 
fitted' to receive it, the institution must concern them all. 
Now the reason why Christ said to his apostles, Take and 
eat what I have broken, is by himself declared to be this; 
because it was his body broken, or his body given, for them: 
Take it (saith Christ), this is my body given for you. This 
therefore being the reason why they were to take and eat; 
and this reason concerning all believers capable and fitted 
to receive it, as much as the apostles and succeeding 
priests, the institution or command, to take and eat, must 
equally concern them. This . argument transferred upon 
the cup runs thus : The reason of the participating of the 
cup, viz. because it is the blood of the new testament; which 
is shed for the remission of sins, doth concern laics as well 
as priests, his blood being equally shed for both; therefore 
the command, Drink ye all of this, to which the reason is 
annexed, concerns them also. Again, another reason why 
Christ said to his apostles, Eat this bread and drink this 
cup, was that by so doing they might remember his death, 
his body broken, and his blood shed for them, saith St. 
Luke; and shew it forth till his second coming, saith St. 
Paul. Now this, as St. Paul clearly shews in his dis- 
course to the Corinthians, and all the world believes, as 
well concerncth all believers as it doth priests ; and there- 
fore the drinking of the cup, by which, as well as eating of 
the bread, this commemoration is by our Lord's institution 
to be made, must equally concern them. 

["] Ver. 29. I will not henceforth drink of the fruit of the 
vine, &c] Of this and tho following verse, see note on Mark 
xiv. 25, 2G. 

["3 Ver. 31. UavTtQ vp.tlg <TKav$akta${)<n<x%£. All ye shall be 
offended,— for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, &c] 
It is certain that these words, All ye shall be offended be- 
cause of me, must signify a great sin in his disciples ; viz. 
that of deserting their Lord, and ceasing to own themselves 
his disciples, which was a virtual renouncing their Master: 
for <rKav$a\iii<r%at Iv ifioi, to be scandalized because of me, 
never bears any other sense in the New Testament. (See 
the note on Matt. xi. C. xviii. 6.) The words of Zachary, 
xiii.7. seem primarily to be understood of an evil shep- 
herd, or of such evil teachers to whom God threatencth the 
sword. Christ therefore seeraeth here to mention them, 
not as a prediction concerning him and his apostles, but 
only as a proverbial expression, or rather an argument &, 
majori, that if this would happen on the account of smiting 
an evil shepherd, much more at the smiting the good and 
great Shepherd of the sheep. 

[ w ] Ver. 34. UqIv akitcroQa (pwviicat, before the cock crow, 

'ttqIv $ ftc 0wv5}<tcu, before he crow twice, Mark xiv. 30.] 

Here note, that there is a double crowing of the cock men- 



tioned by heathen authors, Ammianus,* Aristophanes,f 
and Juvenal ; % the first was about midnight, the second at 
the fourth watch of the night, or the breaking in of the day ; 
and this latter, as being the louder and more observable, in 
the enumeration of the times of the night, is that which is 
properly called a\tKropo$u)via, or cock-crowing : so Mark 
xiii. 35. Ye know not when the Son of man comes, in the 
evening, or at midnight, rj a\eicropo<po)vias, or at cock-crow- 
ing, or in. the morning. So * Censorinus § and Macrobius || 
reckon from midnight to cock-crowing, and from thence to 
the morning; and Julius Pollux ^[ says the same.. Of this 
crowing of the cock, is St. Matthew and the other evange- 
lists to be understood, when they relate Christ's words thus, 
before the cock croiv (i. e. before that time of the night 
which bears that name, and that crowing of the cock which 
is emphatically so called), thou shalt deny me thrice, as 
appears from St. Mark, saying, that the cock crew after his 
first denial of Christ, xiv. 68. and crew the second time after 
his third denial, ver. 72. : , , ... 

[ l6 ] Ver. 38. Jlepikvirog iartv y foyf} fiov ?wc SavaTOu, My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even to death.] There be many 
circumstances in our Saviour's passion which seem to shew 
his sorrow was exceeding great, and. much surpassing the 
common sorrow of many who have been condemned to die. 
As, v. g. , L n • . ; 

First, The emphatical expressions by which the Scrip- 
ture represents these sorrows ; for, to express the greatness 
of them, they are here styled deadly sorrows: it was sor- 
row which reached to and surrounded his whole soul,'. it 
filled him with grief of heart, (or^aToXvirua^m, he began 
to be grieved, saith St. Matthew, ver. 37. hSanfiuaSat, to be 
filled with fear and anguish, saith St. Mark, xiv. 33. aS^/xo- 
vttv, to be faint and restless in his spirit, say they both, i 

Secondly, The greatness of the sorrows ho endured, may 
be concluded from his importunate petitions to be deli- 
vered from what he feared ; for he pathetically cries out, 
O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me : 
this prayer he thrice repeats upon his knees, and falling 
flat upon his face, to shew tho strength and vehemence, of 
this desire; and yet St. Luke adds, that, being in au agony; 
he prayed Itcrevlarepov, with greater vehemency. than. before : 
(Luke xxii. 24.) he put up prayers and supplications with 
strong cries and tears ; (Heb. v. 7.) and sure that cup must 
be exceeding bitter, which he so highly dreaded, and, with 
such cries and tears, and humble importunities, desired to 
be delivered from. „ . 

* Thirdly, This will appear if we consider the agonies he 
suffered in the garden upon the apprehension of this bitter 
cup; for such was then his sorrow, that it forced open all 
his pores, and made even clots of blood to issue from them ; 
now if a sudden watery sweat shews, an extremity of fear 
and consternation of the mind, who can sufficiently con- 
ceive the greatness of that horror which produced these 
clots of blood ? 



* Lib. xxii. t *Ot§ t3 Jiuripor iXfXTfu&y tyQiyyiro ixxXhs-. p. 735. 

X ** Quid tamen ad cantam galli facit ille secoodi." Sat. ix. ver, 106. 

$ " Apud Macrobium occarrit mediae noctia inclinntio, deiode gallicinium, deinde 
dilncnlum." Saturnaliani, lib. i. cap. 3. 

[| "Incipio a media nocte, qood tempos pontremom est diei Romani : tempos 
quod hoio proximam eat, vocatur de media nocte, seqoltor gallicinium, cum galli 
cancre incjpiaot." Censor, cap. 19. *' Inter partea'noctii cnumerat." 

% Pollux (aItm jvxt o; atoKTpufow wHs Kat to fp&gtv. Lib. i. cap. 7. $. 8. 
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Fourthly, This will be farther evident from the consi- 
deration of that angel, which, by God's commission, camo 
from heaven to strengthen and support him under the ap- 
prehension of his sufferings; for sure that burden must be 
very weighty, which our Lord seemed thus unable to sus- 
tain, and under which his Father seemed so concerned to 
support him. And, 

Fifthly, This may be probably concluded from that pa- 
thctical expression with which his soul expired, viz. My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? (See the note 
on xxvii. 46.) 

I add, That this excess of sorrow could not arise merely, 
from the apprehension that he was to die, that his soul was 
for a season to be separated from his body, or that he 
was to snffer a death full of pain and ignominy. For (1.) the 
apostle doth inform us, that he was heard, i. e. delivered 
from his fear (Heb. v. 7. sec. the note there) ; and yet we 
know he was not delivered from the pain and ignominy of 
the cross, but suffered death upon it. (2.) If this excess of 
sorrow and consternation of his soul, proceeded only from 
the fear of such a death as any mortal, man might suffer, 
for which he knew he should be gloriously rewarded, and 
from which he knew he should in three days be delivered ; 
we must confess he was more troubled at the apprehension 
of it, than Socrates and many other philosophers of old, 
who had learned /a) lv rate avfi^opaXg TrcpiAvTrovc vrraQxttv, 
not to be much afflicted with calamities; who suffered death 
with an undaunted courage, and waxed not pale at the di- 
vulsion or breaking of their limbs, though they had no such 
encouragements to suffer as he had ; and that he was far 
more timorous than were those martyrs, who, with un- 
daunted courage, suffered for his sake the greatest cruel- 
tics: and yet it is very difficult to assign any other cause 
of this excess of sorrow which then seized him ; it being 
certain, 

First, That lie could not lie under the sense of any anger 
or indignation God had conceived against him ; for sure 
he could not think God was then angry with him, when he 
was doing an act of most profound obedience to him, for 
which he had declared his Father loved him, and for which 
he knew he would reward him; nor is this well consistent 
with his commending his soul into the hands of his affec- 
tionate Father, his assurance he should go to Paradise, or 
his constant faith that he was still the Son of God, in whom 
his soul delighted. And hence it follows, 

Secondly, That he could not lie under any doubtings of 
his Father's love, or any despondings upon that account; 
for he still addresses 'to him as his God and Father, and 
commends his spirit into his Father's hands ; he declares 
his Father therefore loved him, because he laid down his life 
for his sheep. (John x. 17.) And he thus suffered in prospect 
of the joy or the reward of these his sufferings from God 
set before him. And this demonstratively follows from this 
consideration, that had he then doubted of God's love and 
favour to him, he could not at the same time have believed 
that he was the Son of God in whom he delighted; and so, 
though Satan did not prevail upon him at the first, he must 
have in this last temptation induced him to doubt of this 
particular. Nor, 

Thirdly, Can I believe that God laid any grief or punish- 
ment upon the soul of Christ by his immediate hand. I 
have declared my opinion that it is not necessary to say, 



the future evils which the souls of wicked men shall suffer 
come from God's immediate hand ; and endeavoured to 
shew that they may be accounted for, by considering their 
perpetual exclusion from a state of happiness, their eter- 
nal duration, and from tho natural workings of their con- 
sciences in such a state ; and what God doth not do to the 
wicked, donbtless he did not to his own beloved Son,when 
he became obedient to tho death at his command. And, 
secondly, I am; not able to conceive what he could suffer 
from tho immediate hand of God; could God withdraw 
from him the sense of his favour, and yet not only highly 
love him at the same time for this very action, butse* before 
him the joy and the reward he would confer upon him for 
thus suffering? If there were any seeming diminution of the 
sense of the Divine love, and of that sense of joy and con- 
solation which deriveth from it, that may be better attri- 
buted to his excess of sorrow, which so possessed him, as 
that his human nature could not as formerly attend to the 
consideration of it: and this being innocent in itself, and 
sometimes incident to the most pious men, might then 
befal our Saviour, when he was in all things > sin only ex- 
cepted, to be made like to us, that he might succour us when 
tempted. (Heb. ii. 17, 18. iv. 15, 16.) Or did he raise 
within him any sense of what might justly be inflicted on 
him for tho sin of man, when he thus. undertook to suffer 
in his stead? This surely must be needless, in respect to 
him who had the clearest view of the desert and heinons- 
ness of sin, and the most.perfcct knowledge of what God's 
law had threatened to it. This apprehension I conceive 
most likely to have been the ground of this our Saviour's 
bitter agony ; but then this was the product n<>t of God's 
immediate hand, but of his perfect knowledge, purity, and 
hatred of sin. Thirdly, Add to this, that the Scripture 
seems to be wholly silent in this matter; it saith, indeed, 
The Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all, or made, our 
sins to meet upon him : (Isa. liii. 6.) but surely they then 
only were thus laid on him when he bare them. Now St. 
Peter doth assure us, that he bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree; and that by the stripes with which he was there 
smitten, we are healed. (IPet. ii.24,25.) Again, it is said, 
he gave his soul an offering for sin : (Isa. liii. 10.) but then 
it is evident to a demonstration, that his soul there only 
signifies his life ; for so it follows, vcr. 12. he poured forth 
his soul unto death ; in w r hich sense Christ himself declares 
that he did Sovvai Tiivipvxov avrov, give his life a ransom for 
many. (Matt. xx. 28.) It is farther said, that he was made 
a curse for us: (Gal. iii. 13.) but then it is declared ex- 
pressly, that he was only so by being hanged on a tree, or 
by suffering that death, which all that suffered were by the 
law pronounced accursed. (See the note there.) Lastly, 
it is often said, he suffered for our sins, the just for the un- 
just : but then it well deserves to be observed, that the 
Scripture represents him as doing the great work of re- 
demption, rather by what he suffered for us in the body, 
than by what he suffered in his soul ; for it informs us, that 
he bare our sins in his ow?i body on the tree, that toe are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Christ once, 
that he died, and suffered for our sins ; (Heb. x. 10. 1 Pet. 
ii. 24.) and yet it was not his soul, but his body only, which 
was subject to death; that he shed, he poured out his blood 
for the remission of oar si?i$, that he washed us from our si?is 
in his blood, that he made our peace through the blood of 
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the cross, that he obtained eternal redemption for us by his 
own blood, that he sanctified us by his own blood, and by it 
cleanseth us from all sin, that toe have redemption through 
his blood, even the remission of sins, and that he is our pro- 
pitiation through faith in his blood. The sacrament we are 
to celebrate in thankful remembrance of what he suffered 
for us, doth only call us to remember that his body was 
given or broken for us, and his blood shed for the remissio7t 
of our sins; so that if we would speak according to the 
constant language of the Holy Ghost in Scripture, we must 
ascribe the work of our redemption to our Lord's sufferings 
in the body for us ; in which it is certain that he could suffer 
nothing answerable unto the punishment of damned spirits, 
but only gave his life a ransom for many. 

[ 17 ] Ver. 39. "Evtcnv nrl irpoawirov. He fell upon his face, 
&c] At first befell upon his knees, and afterward upon Ids 
face, saying, Father, A Swcltov, if it be possible, (i. e. if it be 
so, not in the nature of the thing, for thus he declared, all 
things were possible, to his Father, Mark xiv. 35,36. but 
according to his decree, and the Divine wisdom, if that 
saw any other way, by which his glory, and the salvation 
of men, might equally be consulted), let this cup pass from 
me; and when he saith, (ver. 42.) if this cup cannot pass 
from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. As this prayer 
is in effect the same with the former, it being said, that he 
prayed thrice, saying the same, words, so the import of it 
seems to be to this effect; Though the condition of human 
nature prompts me to desire freedom from this bitter cup, 
yet seeing for this end came I to this hour, (John xii. 27.) 
and had a body prepared for me, that being obedient in it 
to the death, I might do thy will, O God! (Heb. x. 5. 7.) 
I submit my natural to thy Divine will. 

My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me*] 
Woltzogenius here notes, that it is evident that Christ could 
not t>e truly God; because he could not deliver him- 
self from death, but was forced to pTay to his Father for 
that deliverance. I answer, that hence indeed it fol- 
lows, that he would not do this ; but that he could not 
do it, is evidently false: for he who, with a word, struck 
all those who came to apprehend him to the jground, could 
certainly have escaped out of their hands, had. he so 
pleased. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 41. Tbnvtvfia TrpoSvpov, y Si aap% atrS^yfc* Watch 
and pray, &c. the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.~\ 
What it is to enter into temptation, see note on Matt, 
vi. 13. Christ therefore here bids them to pray> not that they 
might not bo tempted ; for that this should befal them, -our 
Lord assured them when he said, Satan Jtad desired to Sift 
them as wheat; (Luke xxii. 31.) but that they might not 
give place to it,'or fall by*it into sin. The following words, 
the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak, are not intended 
as an excuse, or mitigation of their sin, but as a motive to 
this prayer and vigilance ; as if he should have said, You 
have all made large promises that if you should die with 
me you would not forsake me, and this you said readily, 
and with a purpose so to do ; yet let me tell you, that when . 
the temptation actually assaults ; when fear, shame, pain, 
the danger of punishment, and death, are within viqw, and 
present to your sense, the weakness of the ilesh will cer- 
tainly prevail over these resolutions, if you use not the 
greatest vigilance, and do not pray with fervency for the 
Divine assistance. 



[ 19 ] Ver. 45. % Sleep on noio, &c] For by your watching 
you can shew no farther kindness and concern for me, who 
am now to be delivered into the hands of them who are 
emphatically styled sinners of the gentiles, Gal. ii.15. Or, 
KaQtvSut to \onrbv 9 sleep hereafter, and take your rest: be- 
hold, now. is notime of sleeping, for the hour of your and 
my temptation is at hand. So Phavorinus saith, to Xonrov 
avrlrou aKo\ovQ(*)£, the word Xotnov signifies hereafter: it 
signifies, saith Stephanus, " deinceps, postca." So may rb 
Xonrov well be rendered, Acts xxvii. 20. 1 Cor. i.lG. 2 Cor, 
xiii. 11. 2 Tim. iv. 8. Heb. x. 13. And this interpretation 
seems to be confirmed by the word aV^x"? added by St 
Mark, chap. xiv. It is enough that you have slept already : 
or if, with the Vulgar, theGIossarie$, and ourBois,we here 
interpret To\ombv,jam,now, as our translation doth, these 
words, being, rendered interrogatively, give the sense thus : 
Do you sleep now, and take your rest, when the hour of 
temptation and the traitor is at hand ? *Air£x*b it is enough 
that you have slept so long; arise now, and let' us go 
hence. t : , 

[*>] Ver. 48. Hold him fast] See note on Mark xiv. 44. 

[ 21 ] Ver. 52. Put up thy sword into its place, navTtQ yap 
ol \a^6vTtg iia^aigav, Iv fiaxaipq diro\ovvrai,for all that take 
the sword shall perish by the sword*] St. Austin here tells 
us, "Gladium accipit quisquis, magistratu legitimo non 
conccdente, eo utitnr ad sanguinem proximi fundendum;" 
He takes the sword, who uses it to shed his neighbour's bloody 
without licence from the magistrate: which certainly is true 
of private persons in all cases, seeing self-defence against 
the assault of another private person is permitted by the 
magistrate : for if it be once granted that private persons, 
when they conceive that they arc injured by him, may take 
up the sword against the magistrate, and repel' force by 
force, tumults will be endless, and the authority of laws 
and the decision of judges will be precarious, it being or- 
dinary for private persons, and for all sects and parties 
who are restrained by the laws, to think that they are in- 
jured ; but yet it is not certain that this is the true import 
of these words, which Grotius and others thus interpret^ 
Put up thy sioord, thou needest not to use it in my cause 
against the injuries of the Jews, for, by God's sentence and 
decree, they that take the sword to shed the blood of the 
innocent, shall perish by the sword; and this the Jews will 
find by that tremendous vengeance the sword of the Ro-r 
mans shall execute upon them for this fact. And this in- 
terpretation is confirmed from the like words used, Rev. 
xiii. 10. viz. He that killeth (you) with the sword,, shall be 
killed with the sword (of Christ); here is (the ground of) 
the faith and patience of the saints ;viz. that that God, to 
whom vengeance belongeth, will plead their cause, and re* 
compense vengeance to their enemies. (Rom. xii. 19.) 

[* 2 ] Ver. 57. To Caiaphas.] See note on Mark xiv. 53. 

[ &1i ] Ver. 59, 60. They sought false witnesses, and found 
none.'] See note on Mark xiv. 55, 56. 

[ 24 ] Ver. 62. Tt ovrot oqv Karaiiagrvgovaiv ; What is it that 
these witness against thee?] Note here, that tMs frequently 
put for hi ti\ why? so Matt. viii. 26. t{ du\ol ecm; why are 
ye fearful? Lukeii. 48. rt liroiriadQ; why hast thou dealt thus 
with us? John. i. 25.- t* ovv j3a7rr#ac; why then baptizest 
thou? Markii. XG.tIotl; why is it that he eats with publi- 
cans? (See more examples in the note there.) So that these 
words seem to be better rendered, cither as in the para- 
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phrase, or, to what end do men witness against thee, if thou 
wilt answer nothing ? 

[ w ] Ver. G3. 'E&pk-tfw at kcitcl tov Gcou* I adjure thee by 
the living God, that thou tell me, 'whether thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God?] That this adjuration was equi- 
valent to an oath, is proved, note on Matt. v. 34. 1 Thess. 
v. 27. This question in St. Luke runs thus, Art thou the 
Christ? (xxii. 07.) Whence it is highly probable, that, in 
the Jewish sense, to be the Christ, or the Messiah, and to 
be the Son of God, was the same thing. 

[*>] Ver.C4. 'A^ apn oi/*<rS£ tov viovtov avOpumov KaQhpLtvov 
Ik 8c£c<jv rf/c Svvajitwgy kol lpx6pLtvov h:\ twv vt<j>t\wv tov ov- 
pavov. From henceforth ye shall see' the Son of man sitting 
on the right hand of Power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven.] Hero note, (1.) that the right hand of Power, or 
greatness, as it is in Heb. i. 13. viii. 1. is tho right hand 
of God, who by the Jews is called Power. So Buxtorf in 
the word iTTQJ saith, the word is used by the rabbins and 
the cabalists as an epithet of God, it being usual with them 
to say, This comes i"TTOjn 1DD, i. e. from the mouth of 
God. So Kimchi on Josh. vii. what was said to Moses, 
Lepani Hagebora; before God: and Aihsworth on Numb, 
vii. informs us/ that Solomon Jarchi saith, Moses received 
not the offerings of the princes at the dedication of the 
tabernacle, till he was commanded by the mouth of the 
Power, that is, of God, (xxii. G9.) Note, (2.) that to 
come in or with the clouds of heaven, was by the Jews 
looked on as a. certain indication of their. Messiah : so the 
Targum on 1 Chron. iii. 24. And the sons of Elioenai are 
Uodaiah 'OJW and Anani, He is the king Messiah, who is 
to be revealed. So Tanchum, He is the king Messiah: 
for it is said, Dan. vii. 13. I saw in a vision of the night, 
and behold, OJ> ^ty he comes with the clouds, or, as the Son 
of man; and in the Talmud, in the treatise of the Sanhc- 
drin, the Messias is called Bar Nepheli, the Son of the 
clouds, which, saith R. David Cohen de Lara, is the Greek 
word vt<pt\al, clouds^ answering to hananim, and. that the 
Messiah is so called, because it is written in Daniel, be- 
hold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven. 
Now hence we learn how apposite Christ's answer is to the 
question of the high-priest; viz. You ask me whether I am 
the Christ, and will not believe that I am so, but you shall 
shortly be convinced of it to your great sorrow, when you 
sec mo coming with the clouds of heaven, to take vengeance 
of you for your unbelief. Note also, that these words can- 
not relate to tho final day of judgment; because it is said 
an apri, within a little while, and by St, Luke, dirb tov vvv, 
from this time, shall ye -see the Son of man coming, &c. 
Moreover, as his sitting at the right hand of Power was 
visible to them by the effusion of the Holy Ghost, so was 
his coming to the destruction of Jerusalem, (See note on 
xxiv. 30.) 

[**] Ver. G5. TJien the high-priest rent his clothes.] This is 
expressly forbidden the high-priest, not only as to his 
sacerdotal vestments, but also as to his other garments, 
(Lev. xxi.) because he was not to appear before God in 
the habit of a mourner; but they by their traditions had so 
qualified that precept, as to allow the high-priest to rend 
his clothes at the bottom, but allowed him not to do it from 
the top to the breast; so Cunaeus dc Rep. lib. ii. cap. 3. 
though others say, he only was forbidden so to do in the 
time of his ministry: for Jonathan tho high-priest rends 
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his clothes, 1 Mace. xi. 71. and in Josephus* we read 
twice in one chapter, that the high-priests TaslaOtjracSitppii- 
Zavro, rent their clothes. 

' C 28 ] Ver. G9. Peter sat without in the hall, koL wpom\\0tv 
avT$ fxta iraiSfoKT}, and a damsel came to him, &c] To re- 
concile the seeming contrarieties in the evangelists, ob- 
serve, 

First, That whereas St. Matthew says, Peter sal, St. 
John, that he stood, he might do both, being sometimes 
sitting, and sometimes standing. 

Secondly, Whereas it is said here he sat without) and yet 
ver. 58. that tie followed Christ into the high-priest's palace, 
both arc true ; he being without that place where Christ 
was examined by the council, but not without the door of 
the house of Caiaphas; for afterward he. went out of it, 
(ver. 75.) • • 

Thirdly, Whereas the damsel here saith to Peter, Thou 
wast with Jesus; but the .person in St. John, xviii. 25. Art 
thou not one of his disciples? it may be answered, that the 
question in St. John, according to the Hebrew way of 
speaking, is equivalent to an affirmation; and his disciples 
being all with him when he was apprehended, to be then 
with him, and. to be one of his disciples, must be the same., 
" Fourthly, Whereas herein Matthew, and St. Mark, the 
second person who said, This man was with Jesus, was 
aXXri, another woman, ver. 71. ira&taKn, a damsel,Moxk xiv. 
69. in Luke/trepoc, another person said, Thou art one of 
them, Luke xxii. 58. I think not fit, in answer to this, to 
say, tTtpog may signify another, whether man or woman, as 
some do ; for Peter's answer is, Man, I am not. The text 
affords us a better answer, viz. that the damsel said the se- 
cond time, This man was with Jesus; but then she said this, 
not to Peter, but toTq Iku, ver. 71. rote ?rap«ar?jie&nv, to the 
slanders by, Mark xiv. G9. and said only oSroc, this man 
was one of them; upon this, a man of the company accosts 
him personally, saying, 2ft, Tliouartone of them. 

P] Ver. 72. Oft* oTSa tov avQparxov, I know not the man.] 
Very frivolous is the excuse of Hilary + here, and St. Am- 
brose J on Luke xxii. which they make for Peter, saying, 
lie lied not in saying, I know not the man; because he 
knew Mm to be God: for this is, saith St. Jerome, § so to 
defend the servant, as to accuse his Master of a lie: for if 
St. Peter did not deny him, Christ must have falsely said, 
Tliou shalt deny me thrice. Cornelius a Lapide ingenuously 
confesseth, that he sinned mortally, by denying Christ with 
his mouth, and by that denial fell from grace; and it is cer- 
tain, that by confirming this denial with an oath, and adding 
horrid execrations to it, his sin was highly aggravated. I 
therefore would not willingly say, as our best divines do, 
that his sin was a sin of infirmity; it. being hard to con- 
ceive he could do all this without great checks of his con- 
science; but rather, that his bitter weeping, and his quick 
repentance, after Christ looked upon him, made atonement 
for it. 

See the appendix to this chapter at the end of this Gospel. 



* De Hell. Jud. lib. ii. cap. 26, 27. 
. t " Neo enim menlicbalur qui enm horainem s« nossc negabal, quern Deum cog- 
nnscebat." In Mall. con. 31. 

X In Lncam, p. 155. 

$ " Hoe aalein est ita defenders aposlolnm, nl Deum mendacii rcom facianl ', t\ 
enim isle non negaiit, mentilai est Domiuus, qui dixerat ei, ler me negabis." 
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1. [i] W HEN the morning (of the second day of the pas- 
chal feast) was come, all the chief priests and elders of the 
people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death : 

2. And (accordingly) when they had bound him, they led 
him away, (from the house ofCaiaphas to the judgment-hall, 
John xviii. 28.) and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the 
governor, (as one who by their law was to die as a blas- 
phemer, John xii. 7. and by the Roman laws, as one who 
forbade the people to pay tribute to Ctesar, and made 
himself a king in prejudice to Ctesar, Luke xxiii. 2. John 
xii. 12.) 

3. Then Judas, which had betrayed him (to them),\\hen 
he saw that he was condemned (by them, and rescued not 
himself out of their hands), repented himself, and (Gr. re- 
penting) [ 2 ] brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and elders (which he had received from them, 
that he might betray him to them), 

4. Saying (to them), I have sinned/ in that I have be- 
trayed the innocent blood. And they said (to him), What 
is that to us ? see thou to that. 

5. And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, 
and departed, and went and [ 3 ] hanged himself (executing 
upon himself that judgment which he had deserved for that 
fact). 

G. And the chief priests took (up) the silver pieces, and 
said, It is not lawful to put them (again) into the treasury 
(among tlie oblations consecrated to the service of God), be- 
cause it is (the sum given as) the price of blood. ' 

7. And they took counsel (together), and bought with 
them the (field, called the) potter's field, to bury strangers 
in (i. e. which they allotted for strangers to bury their 
dead in). 

8. Wherefore that field (being bought with that money 
which was the price of blood) was called, The field of blood, 
until this day. - 

9. (Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by [ 4 ] Je- 
remy the prophet, saying, (in the words recorded, Zcch. xi. 
12.) And they took the thirty pieces of silver, (which was) 
the price of him that was (so) valued, whom they of the 
children of Israel did value (as a slave, or servant: see 
note onxxvi.15.) 

10. And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord ap- 
pointed me.) 

11. And Jesus stood before the governor: and the go- 
vernor asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? 
And Jesus said to him, (It is as) thou sayest. 

12. And when he was accused o the chief priests and 
ciders, he answered nothing, (as knowing it was to no pur- 
pose to speak to them, Luke xxii. 68.) 

13. Then said Pilate to him, Hearest thou not how many 
things they witness against thee? (yet thou answerest no- 
thing.) 

14. And he answered him to never a word ; insomuch 
that the governor marvelled greatly. 

15. Now at that [ 5 ] feast (of the Passover, John xviii. 
3.9. kept in memory of their redemption from Egyptian 
thraldom) the governor was wont to release to the people a 
prisoner, whom they would (desire). 

16. And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barab- 



VOLr. v. 



has, (guilty of robbery, John xviii .40. sedition, and murder, 
Luke xxiii. 19.) 

17. Therefore, when they were gathered together, Pilate 
(hoping they would be ashamed to release such a villain) said 
to them, Whom will you that I (should) release to you? 
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ (the King of the 
Jews? Mark xv. 9. * ; : 

18. And this notorious malefactor he proposed to them, to 
preserve Jesus); for he knew that for envy they had de- 
livered him (i. e. Jesus, into his hands). ' 

19. When he was set down on the judgment-seat, his wife 
sent "to him a (messenger), saying, Have thou nothing to 
do with (the condemnation of) that just man: for I have 
suffered many things this day in a dream because of him 
(which convince me it will be dangerous for thee to con- 
demn him). . : 

20. But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multi- 
tude that they should ask Barabbas, and (desire the go- 
vernor to) destroy Jesus/ . 

21. (Then) the " governor (being willing to release Jesus, 
Luke xxiii. 20.) answered, and (diroKp&tie, speaking again) 
said to them, Whether of the twain (mentioned) will ye 
that I release to you? They said, (Let it be) Barabbas. 

22. Pilate said to them, What shall I do then with 
Jesus who is called Christ? They all (in compliance with 
the chief priests and elders, ver. 20.) said to him, Let him be 
crucified. 

23. And the governor said, Why, (I find no cause of death 
in him, Luke xxiii. 22.) what evil hath he done (to deserve 
it)? But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be cru- 
cified. 

• 24. When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing (in 
the behalf of Christ), but that rather a tumult was made, 
[ 6 ] he took water, and washed his hands, before the multi- 
tude, saying, (I by this ceremony declare, that) I am inno- 
cent of (from) the blood of this just person : see ye to it 
(that it lie not heavy ttpon you). 

25. Then answered all the people, and said, ( Whatsoever 
guilt there is in shedding) his blood (may it) be on us, and 
on our children. 

26. [7] Then (to gratify the multitude, Mark xy. 15.) re- 
leased he Barabbas to them: and when he had scourged 
(Gr. scourging) Jesus, he delivered him (up to them) to be 
crucified. 

27. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into 
the common-hall, and gathered to him the whole band of 
soldiers. 

28. And they stripped him (of his own garments), and 
[ 8 ] put on him a scarlet robe (such as was worn by kings).- 

29. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they 
put it upon his head, and (instead of a sceptre, they put) a 
reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before 
him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! 

30. And they spit upon him, and took the reed (out of 
his hand), and smote him on the head (with it). 

31. And after that they had (thus vilified and) mocked 
him/ they took the robe off from him (dethroning him from 
his pretended kingdom), and put his own raiment on hiin, 
and led him away to crucify him. - - 

32. And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrcnc, 
Simon by name, (coming from the field, Mark xv. 21.) 
P] him they compelled to bear his cross (with him, who 

2F 
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through weakness was not sufficient to bear it to the place 
of execution). 

33. And when they were come to a place called [ 10 ] Gol- 
gotha, that is to say, A place of a ( the) skull, (where, saith 
tradition, the first Adam teas buried), 

34. ["] They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with 
gall (to intoxicate him, and take off the sense of his pain); 
and when he had tasted (thereof or what it was,) he would 
not drink of it. 

35. And (ivhen) they (had) crucified him, they parted 
his garments, (except his woven coat, into four parts, John 
xix. 23,24.) casting lots (for his coat): that it might be 
fulfilled whioh was spoken by the prophet, (Psal. xxii.19.) 
They parted my garments among them, and upon my ves- 
ture did they cast lots. 

36. And then sitting down, they watched him there ; 

37. And (Pilate) set up over his head his accusation, 
written (in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, Luke xxiii. 38.) 
This is Jesus the King of the Jews. 

38. [ 12 j Then were there two thieves crucified with him, 
one on the right hand, and another on the left ; (and so that 
Scripture was fulfilled xvhich said, He was numbered with 
the transgressors, Mark xv. 28.) 

39. And they that passed by reviled him, wagging, their 
heads, 

40. And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and 
bnildest it in three days, save thyself, if thou be the Son of 
God, (and) come down from the cross. 

41. Likewise also the chief priests, mocking him, with 
the scribes and elders, said, 

42. He saved others; (but) himself he cannot save. If 
he be ( indeed) the King of Israel, let him now come down 
from the cross, and we will believe ( in) him. 

43. Ho trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he 
will have him, (or delighteth in him, Psal. xxii. 9.) for he 
said, I am the Son of God. 

44. (One of) the thieves also, which were crucified with 
him, cast the same in his teeth, (saying, If thou be the 
Christ, save thyself and its ; but the other rebuked him, &c. 
Luke xxiii. 39—43.) 

45. Now from the sixth hour there was darkness, over 
all the land (ofJudea) until the ninth hour, ( the sun being 
darkened, Luke xxiii. 45.) 

46. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, saying, ["] Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to 
say, My God, my God, why hast thou (so) forsaken me 
(as to give me into the hands of my enemies) ? 

47. Some of them that stood there, when they heard 
that, said. This man calleth for Elias. 

48. And straightway [ u ] one of them ran, and took a 
sponge, and filled it with vinegar (which the soldiers drank), 
and put it- on a reed, and gave (it) him to drink (to re- 
create his spirits). 

49. The rest said, Let be, (Gr. let him alone,) let ys see 
whether EUas will come to save him. 

50. Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, 
(said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit; and 
having said this, John xix. 28—30. he) yielded up the 
ghost. 

51. And, behold, [ w ] the veil of the temple (which parted 
the holy place from the most holy) was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom ; (Christ having, by his death, pro- 



cured for us an entrance into the holy of holies, Hcb. x. 
20.) and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 

52. And the graves were opened, and [ l6 J many bodies 
of saints which slept arose, 

53. And came out of the (their) graves after his resurrec- 
tion, ( who was the first-bom from the dead, Coloss. i. 28.) 
and went into the holy city, and appeared to many. 

54. Now when the centurion, and they that were with 
him, watching Jesus, (viz. the soldiers, ver. 3G.) saw the 
earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared 
greatly, saying (some of them), [ 17 ] Truly, this was tho 
Son of God ; ( and others, Tliis was a just man, Luke xxiii. 
47. and all that were present, smiting their breasts, departed^ 
ver. 48.) 

55. And many women were there beholding afar off, 
which followed Jesus from Galilee (to Jerusalem), minis- 
tering to him (of their substance). 

56. Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James (the less) and Joscs, and the mother of 
Zebedee's children. 

57. When the even was come, there came [ 18 ] a rich man of 
Arimathca,fan honourable counsellor, Mark xv. 43. a good 
and just man, who expected Xhe kingdom of God, and con- 
sented not to the counsel or deeds of them that condemned 
him, Luke xxiii. 50, 51.) named Joseph, who also himself 
was Jesus' disciple: 

58. He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus 
( that it might not be buried ivith the malefactors). Then Pi- 
late (inquiring of the centurion, and being certified by him, 
that Jesus was dead indeed, Mark xv. 44,45.) commanded 
the body to be delivered (to him). 

59. And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped 
it in a clean (fine) linen cloth, (and Nicodemus, bringing 
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, of about a hundred pound 
weight, they wrapped up the body in the linen clotlts, with 
the spices, as the Jeivs use to bury, John xix. 39, 40.) 

CO. [ 19 ] And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 
hewn out of the (a) rock, (and wherein was never yet man 
laid, John xix. 41.) and he rolled a great stone to the 
door of the sepulchre, and departed. 

61. And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other 
Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre ; (who beheld 
where he was laid, Mark xv. 47. and prepared spices and 
ointments for his body, Luke xxiii. 56.) 

62. Now the next day, that followed the day of prepara- 
tion (viz. the sabbath-day in the morning), the chief priests 
and pharisees came together to Pilate, 

63. Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, 
whilst he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. 

64. Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure 
until the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and 
steal him away, and say to the people, He is risen from 
the dead : so the last error shall be worse than the first. 

65. Pilate said to them, Ye have a watch : go your way> 
and make it as sure as you can. 

66. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing 
the stpne, (as Dan. vi. 17.) and setting a watch (i.e. a 
guard of sixty Roman soldiers). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXVII. 

[*] Ver. 1. IIPQI* AS Si yivofiivrtc, When the morning was 
come.'] This was the morning of the 15th of Nisan, and so 
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the first day of the feast, as to the holy convocation; but 
the second day as to the putting away leaven out of their 
families, which was to be done on the fourteenth day on 
the evening. (See the appendix to chap. xiv. of St. Mark.) 

[*] Ver. 3. "ATriorpopt ra rptaKOvra dpyvpia' Judas, when he 
saw that he was condemned, ^repenting, returned the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests.] It seems to me not im- 
probable, that Judas when he betrayed Christ might have 
imagined, as the disciples did, and as the Jews thought of 
their Messias, that he would not have died, but either would 
have conveyed himself out of the soldiers' hands, as he did 
from the multitude, when they sought to stone him, or cast 
him down a precipice; or by some other miraculous way, 
would have preserved himself: and of this opinion, saith 
Theophylact, on ver. 5. were some of the fathers. And 
when he saw it was otherwise, he is not only sorry for what 
he had done, but confesses his sin, throws back the money 
as unlawfully got, and therefore not t6 be retained, but re- 
nounced together with the sin ; quod enim scelere partnm est, 
non debet retineri, sed cum ipso scelere abjici; and pro- 
claims the innocency of his Lord : yet, that his sorrow was 
not that godly sorrow that works true repentance, is evident 
from our Lord's declaration, xxvi. 24. that it had been 
better for him he had not be&n born; and from his going to 
his own place. (Actsi. 25.) Moreover, it also seems to me 
a wonderful sign of the stupidity of the chief priests and 
elders, that they could answer, What is that to us? for 
could they think it no sin to hire a man to betray innocent 
blood ? do they not confess, this very money was the price 
of blood? ver. G. and, was it not the very money they gave 
to purchase that blood? and, was not the field they bought 
with it styled, upon this account, The field of blood? and, 
was not this a lasting testimony of their guilt, whose money 
purchased this blood ? and therefore, Stephen roundly tells 
them, that they had been 61 7rpo8orcu, the betrayers and mur- 
derers of that just one: (Actsvii.52.) and they themselves, 
when the miracles done in Christ's name had awakened 
them, begin to be troubled, that the apostles should bring 
this man's blood upon them. (Acts v. 28.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. 5. Kal ainXQwv, air()y%aTo* And going away, he 
Jurnged himself] That this is the proper import of these 
words, we learn from a parallel place in Arrian, upon Epic- 
tetus,* viz. That it is no intolerable thing to be hanged; 
for when any man judges it reasonable so to do, he goes and 
hangs himself It bears no other sense in Tobit, when 
Sara, the daughter of Raguel, is said to be so sorry, ware 
tnrayliacrScu, as to think of hanging herself, iii. 10. or in the 
words of Job, vii.15. My soul chooseth strangling, that vio- 
lent kind of death, rather than life. This is evident (1.) 
from the provocation which caused this grief, viz. that her 
maids reproached her as aitoTtviyowa, having strangled her 
seven husbands; and seeing they were thus dead, bade her 
go after them, ver. 8, 9. by these words, putting this very 
thought into her head ; whence it follows, that hearing 
these things, she was so troubled, &<m dirdyZaaSai, as to 
think of strangling herself. (2.) This is still farther evident, 
from the consideration that restrained her, not from her 
grief, but from doing as they bade her, ver. 9. If I shall do 
this, I shall be a reproach to my father; not surely by 



{*to, lib. i.eap. 2. 



being grieved and melancholy, but by cutting off myself by 
such a kind of death as is the punishment of great male- 
factors, ver. 10. And, (3.) that her grief and melancholy, 
and her desire of death, continued still as long as ever, ap- 
peareth from her following prayer to God, ttwov, awokvaal 
lit, which is not to be rendered as Mr. Clerc doth, I said, 
Take me away; for the words preceding, koL vvv kvpu, will 
not admit of that translation, and now, O Lord, I said, 
&c. but they are to be rendered in the imperative thus, 
And now, O Lord, command, or speak, that I may be taken 
away^dndmaynot hear anymore these reproaches; (yet. IS.) 
and, if it pleases thee riot to kill me, hrtra^ov airokvOtivat; 
command that I may be delivered, (ver. G.) So again is the 
phrase used of Ahithophel, 2 Sam. xvii. 23. dnijikOtv Kal 
aTn'iyZaro, he went away, and hanged himself; not dying 
with excess of grief and melancholy,* as some think; since 
that, in all likelihood, would have hindered him from setting 
his house in order, or giving such a solemn charge con- 
I cerning it : as for the Hebrew \&H, that it very properly sig- 
nified such a violent suffocation, is apparent, in that this 
clianak, or chinnuck, is one of their four kinds of death in- 
flicted upon malefactors, and that they used proverbially 
to say,* If thou would be strangled, hang yourself upon a 
great tree. Nor is it necessary that the word should bear 
any other sense in iElian,f when he says, aKwufiara oh juo- 
vov l\vTni<TE dXka koI aVticretve, scoffs have not only made men 
sad, but killed them: for though Socrates being scoffed at, 
laughed ; yet Poliager, dir^y^aTo, hanged himself: for these 
scoffs might be said to kill him, which caused him thus to 
slay himself. But then it will be asked, how this hanging 
himself can be reconciled with St. Peter's account of the 
death of Judas, that 7rp)>tjc ytvofitvoe, falling down head- 
long, or, as some copies have it, aVoKpc/zajucvoc, thus hang- 
ing, he burst asunder, and all his bowels gushed out; " sus- 
pensus crepuit medius," saith the Vulgar; that is, leaping 
down, or precipitating himself from the tree on which he 
hanged himself, he had a rupture, by reason of the great 
jerk of that fall, which broke his peritonceum, and made 
his bowels fall into his scrotum: which frequently happens 
upon leaping or other violent motions of the lower parts. 
And, if this reading of the Latin and some Greek copiesi>e 
allowed, St. Peter's account will be only an improvement 
of what St. Matthew said, and a declaration of what fol- 
lowed upon hanging himself: or, if t we retain 7t^vijc yzvo- 
fiivoQ, that is, saith Stephanus, in caput se dejiciens ex 
alto, sen irpqvcx&i'cj and may be rendered prcecipitatus, or 
"semet prcecipitans crepuit medius," and precipitating him* 
self he burst in the middle ;-and then the halter which made 
hiin irpfivtiQ, or in caput propendens, will be still hinted at 
by St. Peter. Or, if the falling* of his bowels into the scro- 
tum, be not thought sufficient to answer to those words, his 
bowels gushed out, the rim of his belly being burst, I know 
not why, in this extraordinary instance, we may not admit 
of a more than ordinary providence, to render the death of 
this traitor the more remarkable. Thus of Herod Agrippa, 
St. Chrysostom J saith, That because he gave not glory to 
God, Suppdyi} Kal l^xv^r] to, <nr\dyyya avrov, he burst asun* 
der, and his bowels gushed out. Pleasant here is the ima- 
gination of some of the fathers, that Judas knowing that 



* Bnxt. in voce chanak. 

% Id Heb. horn. 26. p. 564* lib. xxxviii. 



, . t i*»b. v. cap. 8. 
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Christ was to descend to hell to bring thenco tho souls that 
were there, went and hanged himself, that his soul might 
get thither before him, and so might be thence delivered 
with tho rest. (So Theophanes, hom.27. p. 202. Theophy- 
lact, in locum.) Better is their note upon his returning the 
thirty pieces of silver, viz. that " quod scelere partum est, 
non debet rctincri, sed cum ipso scelere rejici;" that which 
is got by xdekedness, ought not to be retained, but returned, 
and rejected with the sin. 

[ 4 J Vcr. 9. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken, &a 
'ltpzuiov .rou 7r/>o<£>'/rov, by Jeremiah the prophet.'] Against 
the truth of this tho Jews object, that the words cited here 
arc not to be found. in Jeremy, but only in the prophet 
Zachary. To which the learned answer: 

First, That it is not certain, that the word Jeremy was 
in the original copies; for the Syriac and Persic versions 
have it not: so when this objection was made in St Au- 
gustine's* time, he answers, Let this objector know, that all 
copies read not, by Jeremy the prophet, but some only ,by the 
prophet; we may say therefore, those copies are most to be 
relied on which have not the name of Jeremy: but then ho 
ingenuously confesses, that he durst not depend upon this 
answer, because most of the Latin and most Greek co- 
pies had the word Jeremy ; and it is not to be thought, 
they would have put in a word to make the Scripture 
faulty. 

- Secondly, Dr. Lightfoot says, the prophecy of Jere- 
miah was placed first in the volume of the prophets, and 
so became the running title of that whole volume ; so that 
what was writ in any of them, might be said to be written 
by Jeremy the prophet; but, though Jeremy might be 
placed first, I can hardly think, that Jeremy the prophet 
. should signify the prophet Isaiah ; and finding no other 
words of other prophets cited thus in the whole New Tes- 
tament, I can hardly believe these words cited after this 
manner. And, therefore, . 

Thirdly, Observe, that St. Jeromef expressly affirms, 
that these very words, were writ, and read by him in an 
apocryphal book of the prophet Jeremy. And seeing wc 
find, 2 Mace. ii. from vcr. 1. to 9. many words spoken 
by the prophet Jeremy, which are not in the book of his 
prophecy, why might not these words also have been 
spoken by him, and kept in memory, or in some writing, 
till the time of Zachary ? Of whom it is observable, that 
he loved to use the words of Jeremy, as will appear by 
comparing Zech. i. 4. with Jer. xviii. 11. and Zech. iii. 8, 
with Jer. xxiii. 5. Hence the Jews used to say, the spiiit 
of Jeremy was in Zachary, and so both made but one pro- 
phet ;. and the Bishop of Bath and Wells and Mr. Mede 
think it highly probable, that Jeremiah wrote the ninth, 
tenth, and the eleventh chapters ofZechariah,in which last 
chapter these words arc. 

Vcr. 14. "G<m SavpaZztv rbv nytjiova \(av. See the de- 
fence of these words, Exam. Millii hie. 
, [f] Ver. 15. Kara Sc rtjv coprjjv zlwOet nytfiwv airoXvttv, At 



* " Primo noverint non omnes Codices Evangelioram habere, qnod per ' Jeremiani' 
dictom sit, sed taotumrnodo per ' proplietara ;' possumus ergo dicere,bis potius codi- 
cibos essa credendum, qoi Jeremico noraen nou habenl." De cousen*. Erang. lib. 
iii. cap. 7. lorn. it. p. 485. 

f " Legt caper in qoodam Hebraioo volumine, quod Nazarenzc Scctic Hebrseus 
mihi obtulil, Hieremiic Apocrvphuro, in quo ha;o ad vcrbura scripia reperi." Hieron. 
in locum. 



the feast he tuas wont to release.] There being no such 
release made by the governor at the other festivals of the 
Jews, but at this only ; and because a release was then 
K-ara loprrjv, according to the nature of the paschal feast, 
kept in memory of their release from Egyptian bondage; 
(see note on Mark xv. 6.) it is not here so proper to ob- 
serve, that it was the custom among other nations to re- 
lease their prisoners on festival-days, especially if wc con- 
sider, that, at least at other festivals, it was the custom of 
the Jews to punish criminals. (See note on xxvi. 5.)* 

< [ 6 ] Ver. 24. Aaj3ojv vSiup, airevtyaro rag X £ 'P a C> He took 
water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, 
I am clean from the blood of this just man.] He did this, 
saith Origen,* according to the custom of the Jews, or, 
"ex consuetudine Judaica, volens eos de Christi innoccn- 
tia non solum verbis, sed facto instruere;" being willing to 
assert Christ's innocency to them not in words only, but 
by deed. Thus, in the instance of unknown murder, the 
elders of the city were to wash their hands, and say, Our 
hands have.not shed this blood; (Deut. xxi. G, 7.) and the 
Psalmist having renounced all confederacy with wicked 
and mischievous men, saith, I will wash my hands (in tes- 
timony of my) innocency. (Psal.xxvi.6.) And Wagenseilf 
upon Sota, thinks that Pilate had respect to this rite; but 
others think he rather did it according to the custom of the 
gentiles, who thought to purge themselves from bloodshed 
by washing. So the scholiast;}: upon Sophocles inAjacc, iii. 
1. saith, It was the custom among the ancients when they had 
killed a man, or shed blood, to wash their hands in water, 
to purify them from their defilement. And yEncas§in Virgil 
speaketh to the same purpose. (SeeExamcn Millii here.) 
v [*] Ver. 2G. Tore airiXvatv avroiQ Bapa(5(5av, Tlieu he re- 
leased to them Barabbas.] This Barabbas was imprisoned 
for sedition and murder: (Luke xxiii. 35.) so that if this 
were customary at this feast to release such criminals, 
then the law concerning the shedding of the blood of the 
wilful murderer, Numb. xxxv. 31, 32. must admit of some 
dispensation. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 28. UtptiOt}Kav avr$ x\aui$a kokkivjjv, They put 
on him a purple robe.] Some think the soldiers did this 
by advice of the Jews, intending by this purple to deride 
Christ's pretence of being their Messiah; it being a tradi- 
tion with them, that when their Messiah comes, he shall 
be clothed zvith fine purple. (Moses Haddarf. in Bereschith 
Rabbi, cap. 41). 11.) But this consultation of the Jews 
with them being mentioned by none of the evangelists, 
I think the soldiers rather did it in derision of his title 
to be King of the Jews. The k-avSoc dXnropfpvpoe, and 
Xtro)v 7rop<pvptoe fitaoXvKog, the sea-purple coat, and pur- 
ple mixed with white, being proper to the kings of Persia. 
(See Brisson de Reg. Pers. lib. i. p. 37, 38.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 32. Tovrov fiyyapevaav "tva apy rbv aravpbv avrou, 
They found a man of Cyrene, — him they compelled to bear 
his cross.] It was the custom, that he that was to be cru- 
cified should bear his own cross, as Lipsins|| proves from 
Artemidorus and Plutarch; and so our Saviour for some 



• Horn. 55. in Matt. F. 861. t P. 910. 
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$ " Sacra roaoo> patriosque penates, Ma bello e tanto digressum el cscde racenti 
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|] Lib. ii. de Cracc, cap, 5. p. 39, 40. 
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time did, for heiuent forth, /3a<rra?wvTov <xravp6v clvtov, bear- 
ing his cross; (John xix. 17. Heb. xii. 2.) but then l£tpx6- 
litvoti going out with him, and finding it too burdendus 
for him, they compel this Simon to bear it either with or 
for him. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 33. And when they were come to a place called 
Golgotha, og i<m \ty6fxzvocjcpavtov twoc, that is to say, The 
place of a skull.] Itis (saith Theophylact*) a tradition 
come down to us from the fathers, that Adam was buried 
here, and therefore (saith he) Christ, ivho was to heal the 
fall and death Of Adam, was here crucified, that where the 
"beginning of death teas, there might be the dissolution of it : 
his 'witnesses of this tradition are Origen, Tertullian, Epi- 
phanius, Athanasius, and St. Augustine; St. Jerome only 
on this plaee saying, This is a favourable interpretation, 
and pleasing to the ears of the people, "nee tameri vera," 
but not true. 

[ u ] Ver. 34. v E§a>k-av avTt$ muv o%og fxera xo^*ic fitfityfilvov, 
They gave him vinegar to drink mingled ivith gall.] Tliey 
gave him,' (Mark xv. 23.) dlvov lafivpfitcrfjiivov, wine mixed 
with wormwood, which differs: not from this account, for 
i"DyS which signifies toormwood, is by the LXX. rendered 
XoXt}, Prov. v. 4. Lam. iii.14. and so merord, which hath 
its name from bitterness, is rendered, Job xvi. 13. xx. 14. 
This kind of wine was given to intoxicate the condemned, 
and so" to take away the sense of pain, whence it is called 
t>7voe KaTavv%tb)Q, the stupifying wine: (Psal. lx. 3.) on 
which account our Saviour, who needed none of these arts 
to diminish his sense of pain, that he might shew his pa- 
tience and readiness to suffer,, refused todrink it. (Seo 
note on Luke xxiii. 3G.) 

[ 12 ] Ver. 38. Tlien were crucified with him Svo Xy<rrai, two 
thieves: and, Ver. 44. ol Xyarai, the thieves upbraided him.'] 
Arid yet one of them only did upbraid him. (See note on 
Luko xxiii. 40.) So the soldiers brought him vinegar, 
Luke xxiii. 3G. John xix. 29. one of them didit, Matt, xxvii. 
48. Mark xv. 3G. The disciples had indignation, Matt. 
xxvi. 8. some of them, Mark xiv. 4. one of them, John xii. 
4. So Mark xvi. 5. Matt, xxviii. 2. there is mention of one 
angel only, but Luke xxiv. 4. John xx. 12. there is mention 
of two. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 4G. Od fxov, Qd pov, tvari /ze IjKaTtXurtQ ; My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?] AVonderful are 
the tragedies some make, and the scruples they have raised 
upon these plain words; when yet, 

First, It is certain that in the Hebrew way of speaking, 
God is said to leave, or forsake any person, when he suffers 
him to fall into great calamities, and lie under great mise- 
ries, and doth not help him out of them. And therefore 
Zion being long afflicted is brought in by the prophet Isaiah 
thus complaining, lyKarlXmri fit Kvpioc, the Lord hath for- 
saken me, Kvpiog littka^troiiovy the Lord hath forgotten me, 
(xlix. 14.) And the Psalmist, as he is frequent in the same 
complaint, (viz. Psal. x. 11. xlit. 10. xliii. 2.) so doth he ma- 
nifestly thus explain himself in the following words, Why 
art thou far from my prayer, so that though I cry in the 



* n*£aWic irrn it; ^3; q&fawf& %% aytm ffarfpa? oti o 'Afop 2x« Ito^v. m Veait 
ad me traditio talis/' Orig. bom. 35. in Matt. F. 87. F. Epiphanias JIar. 46. §. 5- * 
p. 394. Albaoasias de Grace et Pass. Domini, torn. i. p. 1003. Basilios Seleoo. Oral. 
38. p. 199. Basil. M. hom. 5. in Isa. Ambros. lib. r. Ep. 19. Augostin. tom.'x. 
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day -time thou hear est not? (Psal. xxii. 2— 4.). Nor could 
David have any other meaning, when he eallsGod sofidu- 
cially his God, as Christ also here doth, and even breathes 
his last in these words, Father, into thy hands I commit my 
spirit; arid saith of his suffering condition, It is finished, 
and doubted not but his soul should that day be in Para- 
dise : so impossible is it that in these words he should inti- 
mate any failure of his trust in God, or any perturbation of 
spirit arising from the sense of Divine wrath. This bang, 
certain and allowed, let men say if they please, that now 
Satan was let loose upon him, because, after his first 
temptation, he receded only from him for a season, (Luke 
iv. 13.) and this was the hour of the prince of darkness ; 
provided they still own, that the prince of darkness coming, 
found nothing hi him for his temptations to work upon.' 
(John xiv. 30.) Let them add, if they please, that the Di- 
vine glory parted from him, provided that they understand 
this KvpioTrptTTij, in a sense becoming our Lord; either as Dn 
Hammond hath it on Psal. xxii. 2. that the Divinity sus- 
pended its influence so far as to deliver up his body to death; 
or that the sense of what he suffered was so great, as that 
he could not then attend, as formerly, to that sense of Di- 
vine favour, or receive the joy and consolation from it, 
which he did before ; the experience of the highest sor- 
rows and the sublimest joys, at the same time, being not 
well compatible even with the innocent infirmities of human 
nature: these things are, perhaps, gratis dicta, but riot dis- 
honourable to our blessed Lord. 

I [ w ] Ver. 48/ One— taking a sponge, filled it with vinegar, 
Kal irtptOtig KaXafity, Iit6tiZ,iv clvtov, and put ting it on a reed, 
gave him to drink.] So Mark xv. 3G. whereas St. John saith, 
iKTarfrjrq'iriptQlvTiQ, putting it upon hyssop, -they put it to his 
mouth, (xix. 29.) which words the critics would without 
reason change into vaahv, a javelin; whereas St. John's 
hyssop may not only signify the leaves which by the smell 
do recreate, but also the. stalk or stem which might support 
the sponge, that being, as their mustard-seed, much greater 
in those countries than it is with us. 

I 15 ] Ver. 51. To Jcara7T£ra<Tjua rou vaov iaxl^Orj tig S6o, The 
veil of the temple was rent in twain.] They built no parti- 
tioo-wallj saith Maimonides, in the second temple between 
the holy place and the most holy, though in the first temple 
there was a wall built betwixt them of the thickness of a 
cubit ; but they were divided by two veils, one from the ex- 
tremity of the most holy place, another from the extremity 
of the holy, with a void space of a cubit. And so likewise 
was it, saith Josephus,* in the temple restored by Herod, 
in which there were two veils, one for the holy place, an- 
other for the adytum: this veil, saith the apostle, signify- 
ing, that the rvay into the holy of holies tvas not yet opened; 
Christ's death procuring a new and living way into it, 
(Heb. ix. 8.) and therefore, he having suffered, this veil is 
rent. 

[ I6 ] Ver. 52. Kai 7roXXa adjfiara tljv KCKO^urjjutvwv ayiwv 
nyipSt), And many bodies of the saints tvhich slept arose, 
&c] Here note, 

First, That according to the opinion of the Jews, when 
their Messiah came, there should be a resurrection of some 
pious men. (Albo in libro Ikarim, par. iv. cap. 35.) Note, 

* t£JJ ivUrarcv fjLt^ i^ytro ofxoi^ Karamr&cfj,ari n^ to iJwSiy. DeBello Jrtd. 
Hb.vi.caj>. 14, p. 918. 
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Secondly, That it is here expressly said, these saints 
arose out of their sepulchres /umi n)v tyspaiv avrov, after 
Christ's resurrects, he being the first-born from the dead: 
by this example Christ would confirm them in his great 
promise, that he would raise all that believed in him to 
eternal life. And* some say they were raised to live in 
Paradise with Enoch and Elias. 

Thirdly, Who were the persons raised after this manner, 
it is not easy to conjecture. Ignatius f saith, they were the 
holy prophets, who were his disciples, and expected him, and 
who are said to enter into the kingdom of God, with Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. (Luke xiii. 28.) My conjecture is, 
they might be some of those who believed in Jesus, as old 
Simeon did, and died before his resurrection; for it is ob- 
scrvablo from St John, that Christ not only promised a 
resurrection to all that believed on him, at the last day, but 
also said, The hour is coming, and now is, that the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of man. (John v. 25.) And 
that this resurrection was both a proper resurrection, and 
was to precede the general resurrection, is proved in the 
note on that place, and so could be no other than the re- 
surrection mentioned here. Moreover, of these persons it 
is said, that they went into the holy city, and appeared to 
many: whence it is probable they were persons known to 
them to whom they did appear ; and if so, they must be men 
who lived in the time of their knowledge, 

[ 17 ] Ver. 54. 'AAtjSwc Qzov vibg ijv ovrog, Truly this was 
the Son of God.'] It seems apparent from these wofds, that 
the Son of God did not always signify one that was so by 
virtue of an internal and eternal generation, but one that 
was his beloved and adopted Son ; for what is here the Son 
of God, is in St. Luke xxiih 47. this was a just man, and 
ver. 43. they spake thus, he trusted in God; let him deliver 
him, if he delightethin him: for he said, lam the Son of God. 
The Jews knew very well from Psal. ii. that their Messiah 
was to be the Son of God ; but that they did not know him 
to be so in this higher sense, seems evident, because they 
did not know how David could call him Lord, (xxii. 4G.) 

£i8] \r er# 57^ Joseph of Arimathea.] See the note on Mark 
xv, 43. 

[ 39 ] Ver. 60. Kal S&ijkcv airo Iv t$ fcatvq? avrov fivrifid^, And 
put it in his new tomb.] What follows here, tends highly to 
the confirmation of the truth of our Lord's resurrection ; 
for his body being put into a tomb, in which no man had 
lain before, if any one rose from it, it must be our Lord. 
(2.) The tomb being hewed out of a rock, there could be no 
digging through it to convey Christ's body thence. (3.) 
There being a band of sixty soldiers placed there as a 
watch to preserve the body from being stolen, it is not to 
be supposed that the disciples should beat this band, and 
so there could be no ground of suspicion that our Lord w r as 
not truly risen. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

1. AN the [*] end of the sabbath, as it began [*] to dawn 
towards the first day of the week, camo Mary Magdalene, 
and the other Mary, (mentioned xxvii. 56.) to see the se- 
pulchre, (having ivith them spices to embalm his body, Luke 

* Author Q. et Re*p. ad qo. 85. 

1 Ou x*i ct w(Q$nT(U fiaBnrat <fm« tw irnvfjtart, w; fcMrxaXw, aMr «|e«$ojuwF,xa! 
iia tcCtc, h lixalve arifxtw, irttfh nyf^n avrehq Ik ffxgSr, Epist. ad]\Iagnes. $. 9. 



xxiv. 1. and about the sun-rising they got thither, Mark 
xvi. 2.) 

2. And, behold (while they were considting by the wcty 
who should roll away the great stone from the sepulchre, 
that they might get' to him), there was (before they came 
thither) a great earthquake: for the (an) angel of the Lord 
(had) descended from heaven, and came and rolled (Gr. 
and coming rolled) back the stone from the door (of the 
sepulchre), and sat upon it. 

3. (And) his countenance (or appearance) was likq 
lightning, and his raiment (was) white as snow : 

4. And for fear of him (and by reason of the earthquake) 
the keepers (of the sepulchre) did shake, and became as 
dead men. 

5. And the angel answered (i. e. spake) and said to the 
(affrighted) women, Fear not ye : for 1 know that ye seek 
Jesus which was crucified. 

6. He is not here (where you expected to find his body): 
for he is risen, as he said (he would; and for your satisfac- 
tion that it is even so) come (nearer to the sepulchre, and) 
see the place where the Lord lay. 

7. And go, quickly, and tell his disciples (and Peter in 
particular) that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, ho 
goeth before.you into Galilee, (as he said to you, Matt. xxvi. 
32. Mark xiv. 28.) there shall you see him : lo, I have told 
you (the truth). 

8. And they departed (Gr. departing) quickly from tho 
sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run (Gr. ran)Xo 
bring his disciples word (of what they had seen and heard). 

9. And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus 
met them, saying, All hail (i.e. be joyful). And i\\vy(when 
they were satisfied it was Jesus) came and held him by the 
feet, and worshipped him. 

10. Then said Jesus to them, Be not afraid: ( but) go, tell 
my brethren (i. e. my disciples) that they go into Galilee, 
and there shall they see me. 

11. Now when they were going (gone), behold, some of 
the, watch came into the city, and shewed to the chief 
priests all the things that were done. 

12. And when they were assembled with the elders/ and 
had taken counsel (what was to be done to disguise the 
matter), they gavo large (sum's of) money to the soldiers 
( that watched), 

13. Saying, (Having received this) say ye, [ 3 ] His disci* 
pies came by night and stole him away while we slept. 

14. And if this come to the governor's ears, we will per- 
suade (or pacify) him, and secure you (from harm). 

15. So they took the money, and did as they were taught: 
and this saying is commonly reiported among the Jews 
until this day. 

16. [ 4 ] Then (and) the eleven disciples went away 
(from Jerusalem) into Galilee, to a mountain where Jesus 
had appointed them (to meet him). 

17. And when they saw him, they worshipped him ; but 
some (of the company) doubted (whether it ivas heindeed, 
or not). 

18. And Jesus camef hmjt/iJ and spake unto them, saying, 
[ 5 ] All power is given to me in heaven and in earth (and 
so yon need not doubt of my protection and assistance). 

19. [ 6 ] Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name (or into the belief) of tho Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
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20* Teaching* them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you : and, [ 7 ] lo, I am with you alway, 
even to the end of the world. Amen. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXVIIL 

[*] Ver. 1. '0¥E* S2 <raj3/3ara>v, In the end of the sabbath.] 
Or rather, after the sabbath; so dipl tovtw, after these 
things, 6^1 wktoc, after night; see many examples of this 
in Stcphanus : and so this perfectly agrees with the other 
evangelists, who say, this was done, the sabbath being 
ended, Mark xvi. 1, or the first day of the week, Luke 
xxiv. 1. John xx. 1. And perhaps St. Matthew mentions 
sabbaths in the plural, because there were two sabbaths 
in that week, the paschal sabbath on Friday, and the ordi- 
nary sabbath on Saturday. 

[*] *EirL(f>h)<jKov<Ty cJc /**ctv <yaj3j3ara>v, when it began to 
dawn into the first day of the week.] i. e. To Sunday, or the 
Lord's day, for pia ruiv (xaj3j3aTa>v always signifies the first 
day of the week, or the Lord's day, or the day of his resur- 
rection from the dead ; and thus the word pia usually sig- 
nifies in the Septuagint, when itis joined with days, weeks, 
or months ; as the evening and the morning were npipa pla, 
the first day, Gen. i. 5. So npipa pia tov pnvb$, is the first 
day of the month, Exod. xl. 2. Ezra iii. 6. x. 17. And so 
is iiia tou pnvbg, Lev. xxv. 24. Numb. i. 1. 18. xxix. 1. 
xxxiii. 38. Deut. i. 3. Ezek. xxvi. 1. xxxii. 1. xlv. 18. 
Hag. i. 1. ii.l. (See note on 1 Cor. xvi. 2.) Upon this day 
in the evening Christ appeared to the twelve, John xx. 19. 
and again, ver. 26. and to the two disciples, Luke xxiv. 13. 
It is also reported of the Christians by Pliny,* that they 
used, " stato die ante lucem convenirc," to meet upon a 
set day before it was light; and this day from the beginning 
was called n tcvptaicrj, the Lord's day, and was by Christians 
from the beginning employed in acts of religious worship. 
(See the former note.) So Ignatiusf exhorts Christians not 
to sabbatize with the Jews, but to live Kara icvptatcfjv, accord- 
ing to the Lord's day, in which our life arose with him. So 
the true Gnostic, saith Clemens of Alexandria,^ icvpiaictiv 
hcdvTiv tjjv vfxipav ttouI, observes the Lord's day, glorifying in 
himself the resurrection of our Lord, when he casts away 
every evil thought, and receives the true knowledge. Irenaeus§ 
saith, that to lv rg icvpiatcg fir) kX(vuv yovv, not' to bend the 
knee on the Lord's day was a symbol of the resurrection. 
Melito Sardensis wrote a book irtpl KvptaiaiQ, of the Lord's 
day. See more largely the Divine original of the Lord's 
day vindicated, preface to the second part of Traditions. 
Of the following words to ver. 13. see the notes on Mark xvi. 

[*] Ver. 13. Enrarc, on ol pa%7fTal avrod wktoq IXOovrtg ckXc- 
ypav avrbvy rifiiov Kotpwptvtov, Say, That. his disciples came by 
night and stole him away while ice slept.] If this history of 
the soldiers be trne, it is the greatest confirmation of our 
Lord's resurrection ; for then they must not only have been 
convinced of it by the earthquake, and the vision of the 
angel which struck them with the greatest terror, but must 
have told all these things that were done in the city, (ver. 11.)' 
and so have raised all men's curiosity to go and see whether 
Christ's body was yet in the grave ; besides, here the whole 
body of the Sanhcdrin or elders of the Jews are charged 
with a most execrable fact, viz. the hiring the whole band 



».Ep. 97. 

$ Strom. Tin p. 744. 



t Epiat. ad Slag. $, 9. 
$ Frajra. 



of soldiers to tell a lie against their certain knowledge, 
. and their former declaration made in the city ; yea, to tell 
a senseless lie, vi£. that the disciples stole away Christ's 
body while they slept: for if they were indeed asleep, they 
could not tell that his disciples came at all; if they were 
not asleep, they lied in saying that they were. Now is it 
easy to believe that thQ Sanhedrin, who had these men so 
oft before them, and under examination, for this very testi- 
mony, that Christ was then risen from the dead, should 
neversay one word to vindicate themselves from this vile 
imputation, so expressly charged upon them, within eight 
years after the thing was done; or that money should so 
corrupt a band of soldiers, that not one of them should 
ever after this divulge the truth? Besides, how unlikely 
it was that the apostles either would attempt to steal. away 
their Master's dead body, or having done this, to continue 
testifying that he was risen from the dead, or that they 
should succeed in this attempt, hath been already shewed 
iii the general preface to this work. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 16. 01 Se ?vSeica patrol iTropcv^Tjtrav tig ttjv TaXikatav, 
&c. Then the eleven disciples went into Galilee,unto a moun- 
tain where Jesus had appointed them.] That Christ pro- 
mised after his resurrection to go before them into Galilee, 
we read, xxvi. 32. thither the angel here, ver. 7. and 
Christ himself directs them to go to see him, ver. 10. but 
there is not thp least mention of any mountain in Galilee 
to which he bade them go to see him ; and therefore these 
words, where Christ had appointed them, refer not to the 
mountain, but to Galilee ; but there being a mountain which 
Christ frequented, and on which he had been before trans- 
figured, this moved the disciples to go to that mountain. 
Moreover it is observable, that they went not into Galilee 
till above eight days after Christ's resurrection ; for Christ 
appeared to them at Jerusalem eight days after. (John xx. 
19.) And when they went, doubtless they went not alone, 
but the enriosity of those that were with them (Luke xxiv. 
9. 33.) would likely move them to go to the place where he 
had appointed to be seen; and they and the other disciples 
which were then in Galilee make up the five hundred 
brethren of which he was seen at once. (1 Cor. xv. 6.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 18. 'ESo£t/ pot nava lv ovpavy icai IttI ttjg yrJQ, 
All power is given me in heaven and in earth.] That this 
power was given to Christ is, saith Woltzogenius, a cer- 
tain argument that he is not God, for the most high God 
judgeth and commandcth by his own power, which he 
always had, received from none; whereas Christ received 
this power from his Father, and that in time, viz. after his 
resurrection. 

Ans. To this I answer, That it is true that this power 
was given to Christ> because he was the Son of man, (John 
v. 27.) i. e. because he in his human nature had exercised 
the office of a prophet, and after of a priest; but then it 
was exercised by the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in him. 
So all the blessings of the Jews are said to come out of 
Zion, or from the sanctuary, but they came thence because 
the Divine Majesty dwelt there; now the human nature of 
Christ is the temple of the Deity, or the tabernacle in which 
the X070C dwells, and from it all the blessings are derived on 
tho church by virtue of the Deity united to him. And this 
will be apparent from the concessions of Woltzogenius* 

* "Christum illiraitatum regnum atqoo imperiura *nper omnei creaturaj in co?Jo 
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here, that Christ hath obtained an unlimited empire over all 
things, a Divine power over the bodies and souls of men, 
and wisdom to discern their hearts and reins; for he to 
whom any office duly is committed, must have sufficient 
power and wisdom to discharge that office. Now to go- 
vern all things in heaven and earth, helongs only to him, who 
is the Lord and Maker of them; and therefore iskno%vn by 
this title both in Scripture and among the heathens. (See 
note on Rom. ix. 5. and Psal. xxxiii. 18. xcvii. 5. 9.) To 
have power over death, and to bo able to raise the dead, 
is to have that power which is proper to God alone: (sec 
note, on Phil. iii. 20.) and to have power over the souls, 
of men, and to have the knowledge of all hearts, belongs to 
God alone. (1 Kings viii. 39. Jcr. xvii. 10.) ' 
*■' Obj. There was no need this power should be given to* 
human nature, seeing he had received it by virtue of the 
hypostatic union. 

,4ns" He had before received the power by which he doth 
still exercise this dominion, but he could not exercise it 
whilst he was in the state of his humiliation, and in the form 
of a servant, as now he doth, being exalted in this nature to 
the righthand of Majesty, and placed on the throne of glory., 

Obj. But Christ's human nature is no person, whereas 
to govern and judge are actions proper to a person. 
* Ans. So to eat, drink, and sleep, are in us personal ac- 
tions, and yet they agreed only to Christ's human nature'/ 
To speak in the language of the schools, the principium quod 
of these actions is God and man, or Christus SmvOpwnos, 
but the principium quo is sometimes the Divine, and some- 
times the human nature of Christ; v. jr. Christ walked upon 
the sea, i. e. he walked by virtue of his human nattirc/he 
sustained himself from sinking by the Divine, and he who 
thus walked was God and man. 

.-[«] Vcr.19. MaOr/raWc Wavra ra tOvrt, Teach all nations.} 
MaSrrrzvuv here is to preach the gospel to all nations, and to 
engage them to believe it in order to their profession of that 
faith by baptism ; as seems apparent (1.) from the parallel* 
commission, Mark xvi. 15. Go preach the gospel to every\ 
creature ; he that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved. 
(2.) From the Scripture notion of a disciple, that being still 
the same as a believer: as in that question of the blind man, 
Will you also be his disciples? i. e. will you believe he is a pro*-, 
phet sent from God? and in the answer of the pharisees, We 
arc the disciples of Moses, for we know that God spake by him, 
and therefore believe what he spake in the name of God." 
(John ix. 27—29.) Hence we find many, besides the twelve, , 
who were called Christ's disciples, even as many as assented 
to his doctrine, and judged him a prophet sent from God.. 
And we find" many of his disciples murmuring and crying 
out, This is a hard saying, who can bear it? John vi. GO,- 
01. and many of his disciples departing from him,', vcr; 
GG. and many of his disciples going with him to the city of' 
Nain, Luke vii. 11. though it is probable that these dis- 
ciples did not yet believe that he was the Christ, the Son 
of the living God, as the twelve did. (John ix. 27.) And 
even the disciples of the Baptist are called disciples; ?\ e. 
professors to believe in that Christ, who came after John, 

el terra exutcntes adeplora ease, etiam super mortem ct diabolum, imrao conseco- 
tom ease dWioam sapienliam at possit acrutari carda et reoes." Apoc. ii. 23. " E , 
qmbaftoraniboa Itquido constat, poteatatem islam Cttristo comraunicatam ease praraaa 
divinam, qua; ae *oper omnia qoro ia ccelo et terra et cob terra soot (aolo tantum 
Peo excepto) exteodit ; non tantum taper corpora, aed aupra animos hominum." 



though they had no knowledge of the Holy Ghost, nor had 
received Christian baptism. (Acts xix. 2. G.) And in this' 
sense the holy Jesus made many disciples, and by his 
apostles baptized them into the faith of the Messiah com- 
ing after John : (see the note on John iii. 22. and iv. 1, 2.) 
though he would not suffer his disciples to publish that he 
was the Christ, the Son of the living God, till after his re- 
surrection; (Matt. xvi. 20.) after which time, all that be- 
lieved on him had no other name for a season, but that of 
his disciples; (Acts ix. 1.10.19.26.38.) as when it is 
said, the disciples were multiplied, (Acts vi. 1, 2. 7.) though 
afterward at Antioch the disciples began to be called 
Christians. (Acts xi. 2G.) 

- If here it should be said that I yield too* much to the' 
antipedobaptists, by saying, that to be made disciples hcre- 
is to be taught to believe in Christ, that so they might be 
his disciples; I desire any one to tell me how the apostles . 
could ftaSriTtvuv, make a disciple, of a heathen or unbe-' • 
lieving Jew, without being ftaSriral or teachers of them ; 
whether they were not sent to preach to those that could 
hear, and to teach them to whom they preached that Jesus 
tvds the C7im/;and only to baptize them when they did be- 
lieve this ? * This is so absolutely necessary in the nature, 
of the thing, till a Christian church among the heathens or 
the Jews was founded, and so expressly said by Justin 
Martyr* to have been the practice in the first ages of the 
church, that to deny what is confirmed by such evidence 
of reason and church-history, would be to prejudice a 
cause, which; in my poor judgment, needs not this inter- 
pretation of the word /AaSrrrtiav ; nor needs it be asserted, 
that infants are made disciples, any more than that they/ 
are made believers by baptism, but only that they are and. 
ought to be admitted into the Christian church and king-™ 
dom of God, and into the new covenant, by baptism, if they, 
be children of believing parents. Now against this I pre- 
sume it is no objection, that the unbelieving Jews and gen- 
tiles were first to be taught and believe the Christian faith, 
before they were baptized/and could not be baptized with- 
out it, or that infants cannot be taught or believe whilst 
they continue such. , 



A DISSERTATION 

ADDED TO THE FOREGOING NOTE, 



fjrO ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.] In the note here I have asserted, and I think 
proved, that n<&r\Ttvziv here signifies to make disciples, by. 
teaching the nations to. believe in Christ, that so they 
might be his disciples. But then I took care to add, the; 
cause of infant-baptism needed not this interpretation of 
the word juaS-ijrcuav* nor was it needful that infants be 
made disciples, anymore than that they be made believers 
by baptism, but only that they be admitted, if they be 
children of believing parents, into the Christian church by 

* *0«i a? wti7^xai t Hal mTTtvewif a\nBn ravra t ri &<p* kfut,xr JiWxfytiva, «7vai, x«l 
&i&t curst; Jywa-Sai tarirpgranw, *y t>rrAi ty n/*a» i*&a Z&*>$ ta-rl; Hal r^trer £jaytivt- 
* ctxifh xaX KjuiT; fttroi amymftQnpV, avaynyxrrai. par.ii.p. 93. 
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baptism; and that it was no objection against this admis- 
sion, that infants, whilst. they continue in their childhood, 
cannot be taught or believe the Christian faith. And to 
confirm these assertions, I shall endeavour to prove, 
> First, That there is nothing in this, or any other .pas- 
sages of Scripture, which proves that infants are incapable 
of Christian baptism. 

Secondly, That this commission delivered to the apo- 
stles, is virtually a commission to baptize the children of 
believing parents, or of parents making a visible profes- 
sion of the Christian faith. 

. My first assertion is, That there is nothing in this,, or any 
other passages of Scripture, which proves that infants are 
incapable of Christian baptism. Arid, 

To remove the arguments offered against, the baptism, of 
infants, from their supposed incapacity to be fit subjects 
of that ordinance, I assert, 

Prop. J. That no argument taken from thef baptism used 
by the Baptist, or our Lord's disciples, can be sufficient to 
prove that infants of believing parents are to be excluded 
from Christian baptism. . First, Because neither of them 
by baptism admitted any persons into covenant with God, 
or into, church-membership, but only called them of. the 
Jewish nation by baptism to repentance, who w r ere in cove- 
nant with God, and members of his church already. Se- 
condly, Neither of them baptized in the name of Christ; 
not the Baptist, for had he done so, there would have been 
no question whether he himself were the Christ or not, as 
we find there was; (Luke iii. 15.) nor any occasion for 
that question, Why baptizest thou, if thou be not the Christ? 
(John i. 25.) he only called them to repentance for the 
remission, of. sins, and admonished them in general, that 
they should believe in him who was coming after him. (Acts 
xix. 4.) And the baptism of his disciples was not into this 
belief, that their Master was the Christ, for that he forbids 
them. to divulge, till be was risen from the dead; (Matt. 
xvi. 20. xvii. 9.) and therefore hath not before allowed 
or authorized them to do it in that solemn manner: they 
therefore only did baptize as John had done, into the faith 
of the Messiah which was to come, and with that baptism 
of repentance which prepared the Jews for the reception 
of his kingdom; so that both of them baptized those who 
as yet believed not in Christ*; whereas the baptism insti- 
tuted by Christ was in his name, and belonged only to them 
who believed in him and to their children. It is not there- 
fore to be wondered that they baptized not those infants 
who could not by an actual repentance prepare themselves 
for the coming of that Messiah, who was then at. hand. 
Thirdly, John's baptism was begun and ended before the 
covenant of grace was by the death of our Mediator con- 
firmed and ratified, and therefore cannot bo reasonably 
thought so fully to seal that covenant, or to assure us of the 
blessings of it, as dotb that of Christ ; as many as are bap- 
tized into Christ being baptized into his death. (Rom.vi.3.) 
Prop. II. I add, That as the incapacity of an infant for 
doing that which is required of an adult, person to salva- 
tion, cannot render an infant, dying so, incapable of salva- 
tion ; so neither can it render him incapable of baptism, 
that he cannot do all that is required of an adult person, 
not yet owning Christ, in order to his baptism ; for if that 
faith, repentance, and obedience, which is required of an 
adult person to his salvation, cannot be required of an in- 
vol. v. 



fant in order to his salvation, so as that the necessary ab- 
sence of it shall exclude him from a capacity of salvation, 
provided that he dieth in his infancy or his minority.; then, 
by parity of reason, that faith and repentance which is re- 
quired of an adult person in order to that baptism by which 
he is made a member of Christy and is admitted as a sub- 
ject of his kingdom, cannot be required. of an infant, in 
order to his being made a member. of Christ, or his being 
admitted as a subject. of his kingdom. » '- *-.; 

Vain therefore are all those arguments, which are taken 
from the examples in the Holy Scripture of adult persons 
baptized only upon their faith and repentance; v. g. St. 
Peter says to the Jews and proselytes who heard the apo-' 
sties speak with tongues, and prophesy, Repent ye, and 
be baptized in the name of Christ Jesus for the remission 
of sins; and Ananias to Saul, Arise, and be baptized, and 
wash aivay thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. (Acts 
ii. 38. xxii. 16.) But to argne hence, that'infants cannot 
be baptized, because they cannot repent or call upon the 
name of the Lord, is as if I should argue thus, The same 
apostle saith, Repent, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out ; (Acts iii. 19.) therefore Ihe sins of infants 
who cannot repent, cannotbe blotted .out:, and. St/JPaul 
says, JMiosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall 
be saved; (Rom. x. 13.) therefore infants, who cannot do. 
this, cannot be saved : Christ also saith to the same Jews 
to whom St. Peter said, Repent, and be baptized, Except 
ye repent, ye shall all perish; (Luke xiii. 3. 5.) and, this 
repentance is styled repentance to life and to salvation, 
Acts xi. 18. 2 Cor. vii. ]0. Must therefore infant's perish 
or be incapable of salvation for want of that repentance, 
which to adult persons is the condition of life and salva- 
tion? if not, why are they thought incapable of baptism,- 
because, whilst infants, they cannot repent? > .' 

When it is said by Mr. Tombs, That ".from these words of 
Philip to the eunuch, Actsviii.37. If thou believest with all 
thy heart, thou mayest be baptized; it appears necessary that 
the baptized person should declare his own faith ;" it doth as 
much appear from those words of St. Paul, Jfthoushalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus Christ, and shall be- 
lieve in thy heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved, (Rom. x. 9.)- that it is necessary for 
him that is saved, to' confess with his mouth, and believe 
with his heart, the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and therefore to infer that no infant can be saved. Hence, 
therefore, it doth only follow that the baptized person, pro- 
vided he bo such as* the eunuch" was, a gentile, to whom 
the gospel was first preached to beget faith in him, must 
declare his faith, but not that infants of believing parents 
are to be excluded from baptism, for want of such a decla- 
ration of their faith. 

Whenhe argues thus, ".He thatbclievcth,and is baptized, 
shall be saved ; that is, he only; no other, not otherwise :? 
this gloss must damn all infants dying such ; yea, it must 
damn them for not being baptized, that is, for not receiving 
the ordinance of which Christ himself, according to, the 
doctrine of these men, hath declared them incapable. 
Moreover, to argue thus, an infant must believe before ho 
be baptized, because believing in these words is set beforo 
baptizing, is no better than to arguo thus : The infant that 
is saved must be baptized,- because baptism is set before 
salvation, . . . . \ ., 

2G 
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When others argue thns, We are all made the children 
qfGod by faith in Christ Jesus, (Gal. iii. 26.) and there- 
fore infants cannot bo made the sons of God by baptism, 
because they have no faith: they might as well argue thus; 
By grace ice are saved through faith, (Eph. ii. 7.) but infants 
have no faith, therefore they cannot be saved: or thus, He 
that believeth not shall be damned; (Markxvi.16.) infants 
do not believe; ergo, all infants shall bo damned. The 
apostle plainly speaks there of persons converted from 
heathenism to Christianity, who therefore were baptized, 
being adult persons: and so also ho speaks to them in 
the Epistle to the Ephesians, and in the Gospel of St. Mark. 
This place therefore can with no more reason be applied 
to the case of infants, than the places cited from that 
Epistle, and from the Gospel of St. Mark. 

Prop. III. A present incapacity as to some ends of bap- 
tism, cannot render the children of believing parents unfit 
for or incapable of baptism, provided they be capable of 
some other ends of that ordinance ; this will be evident, 

First, From the example of our Saviour repairing to the 
Baptist to receive his baptism, though he was incapable of 
the chief ends for which it was designed, with respect to 
others. For Christ being without sin, could neither repent, 
nor promise amendment of life ; being the,ivisdom of the 
Father, he could be taught nothing; being the Christ, he 
could not profess to believe in him that was to come after 
the Baptist, that is, in himself; and yet he comes to' bap- 
tism, to profes^ his willingness to fulfd all righteousness; 
and also that by this rite he might be initiated into his 
prophetic office, and consecrate himself to the service of 
his Father. 

Secondly, From the example of circumcision among the 
Jews, which laid an obligation on all adult proselytes, as 
well as the Jews, to obey the whole law of Moses, (Gal. 
v. 2.) and to advance to the spiritual circumcision of their 
hearts, but could lay no such present obligation on their in- 
fants so to do. So likewise the same proselytes were first 
to be taught the precepts of tho law; and then upon the 
profession of their faith, and their promise of conformity 
to them, were to be baptized ; but this could not be re- 
quired of their children, who notwithstanding were bap- 
tized with them. And therefore, to represent it as a thing 
repugnant to reason, that a Divine institution should be- 
long to persons incapable of understanding the nature and 
ends of it, must highly reflect upon the wisdom of God, in 
appointing circumcision for children eight days old, they 
being then as incapable of understanding the ends of it, as 
our children are of understanding the ends of baptism. 

Prop. IV. Infants arc capable, whilst such, of some ends 
of baptism; as, first, of a solemn and obliging dedication 
to the service of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: for if 
parents, in circumcising of the male child, obliged him 
afterward to own the God of Israel, as his God in cove- 
nant, and yield obedience to his law; (Gal. v. 2.) if the 
vow of Samson's parents obliged him to be a Nazarile for 
ever; (Judg. xvi. 17.) if the vow of Hannah, to which 
her husband gave consent, that Samuel should be lent to 
the Lord for ever, devoted Samuel for ever to his ser- 
vice, — why should we think the dedication of the Christian 
parent insufficient to pass an obligation on his child, to 
serve that God, who made him ; that Jesus, who redeemed 
him; and that good Spirit, by whom alone he can be sanc- 



tified? Why therefore might notUod appoint this to be 
done for children, by that only rite which he had insti* 
tuted under tho new covenant, for entering any into tho 
number of his federal servants? That they are capable by 
this rite of entering into covenant with God, so as to be 
enrolled in the number of his chosen generalion,an<lpeadiar 
people, and his holy nation, is evident; because the Jewish 
infants obtained this privilege by virtue of their circumci- 
sion on the eighth day; which therefore St. Paul xeckoneth 
among their privileges. (Phil. iii. 5.) And hence, when by 
their parents this circumcision was neglected, they arc said 
to have broken his covenant: (Gen. xvii. 14.) yea, that 
children are capable of entering into covenant with God, 
we learn from these words of Moses to all the people, 
Deut. xxix. 11. You stand this day before the Lord your 
God, you and your little ones, that thou shouldest enter into 
the covenant of the Lord thy God,that thoumayest beapeo* 
pie to him, and he may be thy God: and if exclusion from 
the covenant was a loss to the child, as is apparent from 
those words, Tlie infant not circumcised shall be cut off 
from my people, which in the mildest sense must signify, 
that he shall not be owned as one of them ; surely it must 
be a blessing to him to enter into this covenant. 2. As 
they are capable of obligation, by entering into covenant ; 
so are they, by it, capable of those blessings, which they 
want whilst children. Christian baptism is appointed for 
an entrance into the kingdom of God; for without that 
(saith Christ) we Cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
(John iii. 5.) By this we become members of his body, we 
being all baptized into one body; (1 Cor. xii. 13.) this is the 
laver of regeneration, by which we are born anew; (Tit. 
iii. 5.) this is the water instituted for the washing away of 
sin, and for procuring the remission of it: (Acts ii. 38. 
xxii. 18.) by this, lastly, we are put into a state of sal- 
vation, (Tit. iii. 5.) in the way to escape death, by the vir- 
tue of our interest in the death and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: for, saith St. Peter, baptism answers 
to the ark of Noah, which saved him and his children, for 
it now saveth us from death, by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Now either infants are made capable of those ends 
of baptism, or they are not; if they are not, they cannot, 
by the ordinary mcaus appointed by God, be born again; 
and therefore cannot enter into the kingdom of God ; they 
cannot be members of Christ's body, and so cannot be 
savetf by him, who only is the Saviour of his body, or ob- 
tain remission of sins; they cannot be interested in Christ's 
death, and so can have no share in a happy resurrection 
from the dead. If they are capable of these blessings, it 
must he either by or without that baptism, which is by 
Christ appointed for the obtaining of these blessings; if 
only by baptism, the cause is gained ; if without baptism, 
they who assert this must assign some other cause, which 
procures them a right to these blessings, which I believe 
they cannot do. Moreover, infants of believing parents, 
being all the offspring of Adam, and therefore all ob- 
noxious to death by reason of his sin, (Rom. v. 12.) they 
being born of the flesh, and therefore flcsli,(John iii. G.) and 
wanting a new birth on that account, they being without 
Christ, and strangers to the covenant of promise, (Eph. ii. 
12.) till they enter into covenant with God and Christ, they 
cannot be delivered from this death, be born anew, or be 
in Christ, but by the grace of God, which Christ hath pur- 
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chased for and promised to them only who are made some 
way members of his body, and children of God. Why ., 
therefore should we not conceive they should obtain (his 
favour by that means, which is alone appointed by Christ, 
for making any one a member of his body, and be born 
again by that water and Spirit, without which, saith our 
Lord, none can enter into the kingdom of God ? In a word, 
seeing the infants of the Jewish parents were to be cut off 
from his people, and from a covenant-relation to God, for 
want of circumcision, why should we think the children of 
Christian parents should enjoy all, or any of the blessings 
of the new covenant, without baptism? 

Prop* V. I add, that no objections can be valid against 
the right of infants born of Christian parents to Christian 
baptism, which do not equally destroy the right of Jewish 
infants to circumcision; because they, by Divine institu- 
tion, had a right to circumcision. It is therefore no good 
argument, against their right to baptism, 

First, " That the end of baptism, viz. to be a visible sign 
of invisible grace, is wanting in the baptism of infants; 
baptism ceasing before the thing represented by water is 
signified to the infant :" for, according to this argument, 
circumcision could be no sacrament to a Jewish infant, 
dying before he could perceive the signification of it, or 
kno^v it was a seal of the covenant. Secondly, Though I 
own that baptism by water, is baptism by a sign of some 
invisible grace, viz. the purifying of the soul from the guilt 
and pollution of sin ; yet I deny that this is by Divine ap r 
pointment, any end of baptism. Thirdly, It is not neces- 
sary, by virtue of this school definition of a sacrament, 
which is not founded upon Scripture, that a sacrament 
should, de prcesenti, be a sign to the recipient; for so it 
would not be to the person circumcised on the eighth day : 
but only that it bo a sign, or an assurance to the parents 
and congregation, of God's grace to, and favourable ac- 
ceptance of, the child, and his admission into the flock of 
Christ, who, by appointing for them the outward sign, shews 
he is willing to confer upon them the grace of baptism. 

When, secondly, it is said, That " except the person to 
be baptized must be a believer and a penitent, there can 
be no way to shew who is to be baptized or not, nor any 
reason to be given for the exclusion of any person what- 
soever :" this also will be answered from the consideration 
ofthe practice and institution concerning circumcision; 
for that belonging to all children that were capable of that 
rite, baptism, by analogy, belongs to all children born of 
Christian parents, admitted into that covenant, where there 
is no difference of male and female, (Gal. iii. 28.) and are 
as capable of baptism, as the male children of the Jews 
were of circumcision ; all born in holiness, Ii e. seminally 
holy, as being the offspring of them who were equally a 
holy nation, a chosen generation, a -peculiar people, (1 Pet. 
ii. 9.) and therefore as fit to be admitted into that cove- 
nant which made their parents so. Moreover, the prac- 
tice of admitting proselytes to circumcision, from the first 
institution of it, seems to plead fairly for the admission of 
Christian infants to baptism. For as in the first institu- 
tion of that rite, God commanded that he that was born in 
Abraham's house, or bought with his money, should be 
circumcised; not that he was to be compelled to it (see- 
ing that would have been a profanation of that sacrament), 
but that Abraham was to persuade them to it; or if 'he 



could not do it, he was to dismiss them ; so that no* adult 
person was to be circumcised without his free consent, and 
his instruction in the nature of the covenant into which he 
entered ; and yet upon his entrance into covenant by cir- 
cumcision, his children also were to be circumcised; so 
may we reasonably conceive it is with reference to Christ- 
ian baptism. Now hence it follows, that infants are not to 
be excluded from baptism, 

First, By reason of their incapacity, whilst they continue 
infants, to understand the nature or the ends of baptism ; 
the Jewish infants being as incapable, whilst they con- 
tinued so, to understand the nature or the ends of circum- 
cision. Or, 

Secondly, Because they cannot enter into, covenant .by 
their own personal consent, nor promise sincere obedience 
to the laws of Christ ; for the Jewish infants entered into 
covenant with God without their personal consent, and were 
obliged to obey the law of Moses without this promise. 

Thirdly, When therefore the antipedobaptists argue 
thus, " That which makes baptism saving, is the stipula- 
tion of a good conscience towards God; (1 Pet. iii. 23.) 
therefore baptism cannot be salutary to infants, who can- 
not make this stipulation :" this is as if I should say, The 
true circumcision before God is not the outward circum- 
cision of the flesh, but the inward circumcision of the heart 
and spirit; (Rom. ii. 29.) therefore the Jewish infants, for 
want/Of this, were not to be admitted into covenant with 
God by circumcision; for the argument is plainly parallel; 
the answer of a good conscience is required, that the bap- 
tism may be salutary, therefore they only are to be bap- 
tized who can make this answer ; and the inward circum- 
cision is required as the only acceptable circumcision in 
the sight of God, therefore they only are to be circumcised 
who have this inward circumcision of the heart. 

Prop. VI. The institution of baptism delivered in these 
words, Go, teach all nations, baptizing them, &c.(Matt. 
xxvii.19.) or those, He that believeth, and is baptized, shall 
be saved, (Mark xvi. 16.) doth not infer an indirect or con- 
sequential prohibition of infant-baptism ; because these 
words were not intended to exclude them from their former 
right of being admitted into covenant with their parents, 
but only to declare what was. required of, their parents to 
obtain a right of baptism, both for themselves and for their 
children. For (1.) had the commission given to Christ's 
apostles run in these words, Go, teach all nations, cir- 
cumcising them, would they have thought that infants of 
those nations had been excluded from circumcision by it, 
because they were incapable of being taught? could they 
especially have understood him thus, who knew their in- 
fants were circumcised at an age incapable of knowledge? 
Why therefore should we judge they thought infants ex- 
cluded by these words, Go, teach (ox proselyte) all nations* 
baptizing them, since it was equally the custom in making 
proselytes to their religion, to teach them the fundamentals 
of the Jewish law; and upon their profession of the belief 
of it, not only to baptize them, but their infants also? The 
gerberith, or proselyte of the covenant of justice, was first 
to be instructed in the fundamentals of the law, the weight 
or burden of it, the penalties and the rewards or blessings 
contained in it; and then to promise his submission to it; 
and yet none of these prerequisites excluded the infants of 
those proselytes, then born, from baptism or circumcision"; 
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why therefore should the like conditions required of the 
adult Christian proselyte exclude his children? Or, why 
should we imagine, that those apostles should so apprehend 
these words/ who knew full well that these conditions were 
required of the Jewish proselyte adult; and yet that by the 
sentence of the Sanhedrin, they stood obliged to baptize 
his children, as having right to baptism, by his parents' 
faith? "Is it reasonable (saith Dr. Stillingfieet) to think 
that when our Saviour bade the apostles gather the Jews and 
gentiles into a church-state, they should imagine infants 
were to be excluded from it; when the only nation that 
was in such a state, and all that were at any timo admitted 
to it, had their infants so solemnly admitted?" To this 
Mr. Tombs answers, (1.) "That they who were born of that 
nation, were by birth, not by circumcision, visible members 
of that church." Now, (1.) were this true, it would evi- 
dently prove, that the infants of Christians are also visible 
members of Christ's church, as having the same title to it 
as the Jewish infants had to be members of their church, to 
wit, that they are born of Christian parents ; and why then 
arc they admitted into that state by baptism, when they are 
adult? (2.) This is impertinent, it being certain that they 
could not continue members of that church without circum- 
cision, since the want of it renders them violaters of God's 
covenant, and upon that account to be cut off by death, or 
by exclusion from that church. And (3.) this assertion 
contradicts both the words of the institution, and the con- 
stant opinion which the whole Jewish nation had of it; for 
the words of the institution ran thus, Gen. xvii. 11. This is 
m\j covenant; i.e. the. rite by which you shall enter into 
covenant with me : Ye shall circumcise the flesh of your 
foreskin; and it shall be a sigu of the covenant between me 
and you: and, ver. 13. The child of the house shall be cir- 
cumcised, and my covenant shall be in your flesh. The syn- 
dic or sponsor who held the child in his arms till it was 
circumcised, was called Baalberith, the master of the cove- 
nant;' and when the child was circumcised, the father said, 
Blessed be the Lord who hath commanded us to cause this 
child to enter into the covenant of Abraham: so certain it 
is that the whole Jewish nation thought they entered into 
covenant by this rite. 

Sir. Tombs saith, "That our Saviour's words, Matt, 
xxviii. 19. are to be expounded not according to the appre- 
hensions of the apostles at first, for they mistook him, Acts 
x. 14. but as the words did express his meaning." 

Now I grant that the apostles mistook the meaning of 
those words, Go, teach all nations, baptizing them 9 thinking 
the former words related only to the teaching of the Jews 
dispersed through the world, and to the proselytes of all 
nations they had made. (Acts xi. 19.) But this is much to 
our advantage : for seeing they did this in compliance with 
the received tradition of their own nation, that it was un- 
lawful to converse with the gentiles, as being uucircumcised 
and unclean,. we may be more assured that they acted in 
baptizing them according to the received tradition of their 
nation, that rite being used by them to make the gentiles 
clean. 2. Our Lord was pleased to correct their error 
about the persons to be taught, by a miraculous vision 
vouchsafed to Peter : seeing then we read of nothing done 
to correct their other supposed error, we have no reason 
to believe it was an error, but rather to judge it a true in- 
terpretation of the extent of their commission. It being | 



therefore unquestionable among those disciples to whom 
our Lord directed this commission, that the children of 
Jews and proselytes were admitted to enter into covenant 
by the same rite and ceremony by which their parents did 
so; though they were as incapable of understanding the 
ends of the institution, or doing what was required of the 
parents to fit them for the institution, as our children are; 
that being thought sufficient for their admission, "quod k 
parcntibus eorum factum fuit," which the parents did by 
their own free choice and faith: it being also evident that 
our Lord chose that baptism for the admission of persons 
into his new covenant and church, by which their prose- 
lytes were cleansed and fitted to enter into the Jewish 
church ; what cause have we to think either that Christ's 
disciples w r ould not so understand his commission, as to 
extend it to the same persons who formerly were admitted 
by the same rite, or that Christ did not intend it so, as to 
include the infants of believing parents? And then the ad- 
mission of them must not be thought an alteration of Christ's 
institution, or an addition to it; but only a right under- 
standing of it, and as an institution of baptism, instead of 
that circumcision, which was to cease under the new co-* 
venant, it being only a rite appointed for the entrance into 
the old. In fine, suppose some persons sent to the Indians 
from churches which retain infant-baptism, with this com- 
mission, Go; teach the Indians, baptizing them; could they 
who were thus sent conceive the intent of this commission 
was to exclude the infants of believing Indians? If not; 
then must it not be thought our Saviour's purpose to ex- 
clude them by the like words spoken to them, who baptize 
the infants of believing parents, and which were necessary 
for such a commission as sent them to the unbelieving 
world. For though this commission, as Mr. Tombs says, 
"went from ourSaviour, and not from the Jewish church;" 
yet since it was a commission given to persons, who, even : 
after they had owned the true Messiah, and had received 
the Holy Ghost, were very tenacious of their Jewish rites: 
and since it concerned a rite of common use in their church, 
and by which they cleansed the infants of all those who 
came into covenant with God as proselytes, applying to 
them the same rite by which their parents were fitted to' 
enter into covenant; our Lord in this his institution, ex- 
pressing no dislike to that w r ay, and saying nothing of the' 
unsuitableness of it to a gospel-state, must in all reason be' 
supposed to approve the doing of it after the manner of 
that church. And, lastly, this will farther be confirmed by 
returning a clear answer to the arguments produced to prove 
that infants are excluded by the words of this commis- 
sion. As, 

Arg. 1. " It is not lawful (saith Mr. Tombs), where* 
Christ hath assigned the thing to be done, expressing the 
qualification of the person, to do it to others, or otherwise:" 
I answer, Hence it only follows, that no heathens are to be 
baptized, till they bo first taught to believe in Christ: ex-' 
tend it farther, and, (1.) it cuts off all the members of a 
Christian church from baptism : for the argument runs as 
strongly thus, Where Christ hath appointed the thing to be 
done, and expressed the qualification of the person, it is 
not lawful to do it to others ; but the only persons assigned 
in this commission to be taught and baptized, are r« iSvr), 
the heathens or unbelieving gentiles ; therefore it is not law- 
ful to teach or baptize a Jew, or any persons who were 
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never heathens: and so the quakers and Socinians, who 
deny Avater-baptism to be a standing ordinance, must be 
in the right. (2.) It was not lawful for the Jews either to 
baptize or circumcise a heathen till he was taught the 
fundamentals of the Jewish law; but will it hence follow, 
that it was unlawful either to baptize or circumcise their 
children before ? And yet the case is parallel : for teach- 
ing was undoubtedly the qualification assigned for the 
adult heathen to be admitted a proselyte of justice, and 
therefore by this" rule it was not lawful to admit his 
children. 

Arg. 2. f 1 They who are to be baptized, must be taught 
to observe all things which Christ commanded his apo- 
sties/' 

Arts. 1. The text doth not say they must be first taught 
all "these things, but rather they must be first taught to 
believe in Christ, then baptized, . and after taught to ob- 
serve all Christ's commands ; and this interpretation is, 
certain from the practice of. the apostles, who instantly 
baptized whole houses on the belief of some, or all of them, 
that Jesus was the Christ, without any farther teaching. 
2. The heathen, who was Jo be admitted as a proselyte, 
of justice, was to be first taught the fundamentals of the 
law of Moses, before he either was baptized or circumcised : 
but was it therefore requisite that his children should first 
be taught? Again, all that were born in Abraham's house, 
or bought with his money, being his own, are to be cir- 
cumcised ; as for those taken in Avar, Abraham was to per- 
suade them to it; and if they would not be persuaded, to 
dismiss or sell them; if, being of age, they consented to be 
circumcised (for to compel them to receive circumcision, 
had been a profanation of that ordinance), must there- 
fore their children be circumcised only when they could 
consent? 

Arg. 3. " Go, teach all nations, baptizing them, cannot 
be meant of them whilst infidels, but when taught to be-, 
lieve, and so when made disciples." 

Ans. It was as absolutely necessary that heathens 
should be first taught to renounce their idolatry, and to 
believe in Christ, before they Avere baptized in his name, 
as it Avas necessary for idolatrous heathens to OAvn the true: 
God, and to believe the laAV of Moses, before they Avere 
admitted proselytes of justice, q.nd so baptized and cir- 
cumcised : but as it Avas not therefore necessary that their 
children should so believe, that they might enter by the 
same rites into the same covenant; so neither is it ne- 
cessary for children born of believing parents under the 
gospel-state. 

Arg. 4. To be baptized in the name of Christ, is to 
own Christ, as it appears from the Avords of the apostle, 
Were you baptized in the name of Paul? (1 Cor. i. 13.) 

Ans. 1. This argument is built upon a false, or, at the 
least, an unnecessary interpretation of the apostle's Avords, 
Avhich may well bear this sense, Stand you obliged by bap- 
tism to haA T e Paul for your master, to yield obedience to 
him, or Christ? And then, as the infant was obliged by 
circumcision to yield obedience to the law of Moses, so 
may the Christian infant be obliged by baptism to yield 
obedience to the laAvs of Christ. 

Secondly, The apostle here plainly speaks of those ho 
had converted from heathenism to the faith of Christ, and 
therefore must be obliged by their baptism to oavu Christ as 



their Saviour ; but hence it Avill not follow, that their chil-; 
dren may not be baptized till they could do so. The adult- 
persons Avho were admitted as proselytes to the JeAvish re- 
ligion, were first obliged to bAvn the God of Israel as.the> 
true God, and the law of Moses as derived from him ; but. 
yetAvhen they had done, this, their infants Avere admitted 
both to baptism and circumcision, though they could do 
neither of these things. 

Prop. VII. Had Christ intended to exclude the infants, 
of believing parents from this sacrament, there'was great 
reason 1 for his especial prohibition, but little indeed of 
his command upon his intention to admit them, or of. ex-. 
press naming them in a commission to baptize, directed to; 
the members of the Jewish church, to Avhompedobaptism, 
saith Dr. Lightfoot, was so Avell known, usual and frequent, 
in the admission of proselytes, that nothing almost was. 
more knoAvn or frequent. ' 

First, c / There Avas no, need (saith, he) to strengthen it 
Avith any other precept than that Avhich converted baptism: 
into an evangelical sacrament ; for Christ took baptism 
into his hands, and converted it into an evangelical pre-. 
cept, as he found it; this only added, that he might pro- - 
mote it to a more Avorthy end and, nobler use. , The-Avholo. 
nation knew well enough that little children used to be bap- 
tized, there Avas no need of an (express) precept, for that 
Avhich had ever by common use prevailed. . If a royal pro- 
clamation should noAv issue out in these words, Let every 
one on the Lord's day resort to the public assemblies in the 
church, Avould it be reasonable thence to argue, that prayer, 
hearing of sermons, singing of psalms, were not to be per- 
formed in the public on the Lord's day, because there was 
no mention of them in the proclamation ? there being.no, 
need to make mention of the particular kinds of Divine 
Avorship to be celebrated there, when they Avere ahvays and: 
everywhere well known, and ahvays in use before the pro- 
clamation. The case is the very same in baptism; Christ, 
instituted it for an evangelical sacrament, whereby all 
should be admitted into the gospel-covenant, as heretofore 
it Avas used for admission of proselytes to the Jewish re- 
ligion; the particulars belonging to it — as, the manner of 
baptizing, the age, the sex to be baptized, &c. had no need, 
of a special rule, because they Avere by common use of; 
thcra sufficiently knoAvn to the most ignorant men."; 

On the other hand, there Avas need of a plain and. open* 
prohibition that infants and little children should not be, 
baptized, if Christ Avould not have them baptized ; for 
since it Avas common before, for the Avhole nation of the,. 
Jews to baptize them, had Christ designed to have that; 
custom abolished, " it is reasonable to presume he would 
have openly forbid it: therefore his silence, and the si- 
lence of the Scripture in this matter, is a confirmation of 
the received practice." This Mr. Tombs retorts thus, " If 
Christ had intended to continue infant-baptism, had there 
not been great reason he should have positively told us so 1" 
But had he considered that Christ spake not to us, but to 
them Avho Avere JeAVS, and that he did thisAvhen he AA r as giving 
this commission to them whom he found still very tena- 
cious of their former rites, ho would have seen it more rea- 
sonable to conceive, that had Christ intended a prohibition 
of that rite for the future, and by it so great an alteration of 
the state of infants in reference to their church-membership, 
he had far greater reason positively to say he intended that 
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alteration of the state of infants, than by his silence tacitly 
to permit them to go on still in the observation of that rito : 
since they -who were so unwilling to understand his plain 
commission of preaching to tho gentiles contrary to their 
received traditions, would be more unlikely to understand 
his silence as a prohibition of the like tradition* 

Prop. VIII. We have great reason to conccivo that 
Christ and his apostles did admit of infants* baptism, and 
thought the practice of it lawful and suitable to the gospel- 
state: for, (1.) it is certain that our Lord's disciples thought 
Christ's command to teach all nations concerned only the 
Jews and proselytes of justice of all nations, for they still 
looked on all the gentiles as unclean, though they were 
proselytes of the gate, and deemed it unlawful to go in to, 
or converse with, the gentiles. (Acts x. 28. xi. 3.) And this 
opinion they held after they had baptized thousands; and 
could they then imagine that his commission excluded 
those who by the law of Moses were admitted to circum- 
cision, and by their constant custom were baptized toge- 
ther with their proselyted and believing parents? Since, 
notwithstanding the teaching prerequisite to the admission 
of adult proselytes of justice, and their especial caveat "de 
iis non nisi sponte circumcidendis," of not circumcising them 
without their consent, they both baptized and circumcised 
their infants, must they not also be supposed to have dealt 
thus with the infants of their proselyted parents to Christ- 
ianity? especially considering that they thought of nothing 
less than of the changing the customs and traditions then 
received among them : (Acts xx. 21.) among which this 
was one, That he is no proselyte who is not baptized as 
ivell as circumcised,* and that without this he is still a 
gentile, and unholy. (2.) That baptism is a rite of ini- 
tiation to Christians, as circumcision was to the Jews, 
appears from the apostle's declaration, Col. ii. 12. That in 
Christ ive are circumcised tvith the circumcision made ivith- 
out hands, and consisting in the putting off the body of sin, 
we being buried tvith him in baptism, arid thence concluding 
we do not need the circumcision of the flesh ; whence it 
may justly be inferred, that baptism is Christ's ordinance 
for the admission of infants of believing parents into the 
church of Christ, as circumcision was of old for the ad- 
mission of the infants of the Jews into his church and co- 
venant : tor if it had been otherwise, and the infants under 
Christianity had not been received by any federal rite into 
covenant with God, the objection of the necessity of cir- 
cumcision as to them would have been still in force, they 
entering into covenant by no other rite, and so remaining 
strangers from the church, and as much aliens from the 
adoption, the covenant, and promises, as the gentiles 
were ; which sure the Jews would havo objected to the re- 
proach of Christianity, if truly they could havedoneit; 
for the moro averse to Christianity they were, the more 
ready would, they be by such arguments as these to shew 
the imperfection of that institution, and the advantage of 
the Jew on this account above the Christian. For instance, 
it w r as hotly disputed, Acts xv. whether the believing gen- 
tiles were to be received into the church, by circumcision, 
or not; and this question, as far as it concerned the be- 
lieving gentiles, was carried by the council in the negative : 



* Sold. p. 23, 15. 



they then who were concerned for the affirmative, being 
Christians, must either think the children of such persons 
about whom they disputed, were to be admitted by some 
other way, or not ; if so, what other way, besides that of 
baptism, can be imagined; if not, they must conclude them 
unclean, excluded from God's church and favour, and 
from all the blessings they ascribed to circumcision. The 
Christian institution therefore must, for the satisfaction 
of their believing parents, afford some w r ay of sanctifying 
these infants, or of admitting them into the number of 
God's people; which being confessedly no other than that 
of baptism, it must be supposed to allow that to them ; 
that by it, in the phrase of Irenoeus, infantes et parvuli re- 
nascanhir in Deum;* infants and little children may be 
regenerated. i . . 

In a word, infants are thought capable of the remission 
of sin, and therefore of that baptism which is instituted for 
the remission of sin ; they being born of the flesh, are flesh, 
and therefore need some way or other to be born anew ; 
and since they cannot be thus begotten by the word, what 
more likely way can be imagined than that this new birth 
should pass upon them by the laver of regeneration, (Tit. 
iii. 5.) or that they should be born again of water, and of 
the Holy Ghost, that they may be members, of Christ's 
body, he being only the Saviour of his body, and therefore 
must be capable of that ordinance by which we are all 
baptized into one body ? They are capable of entering into 
the kingdom of God, into which they cannot enter, saith 
our Lord, except they be born.ofwater and the Holy Ghost ; 
they may obtain a blessed resurrection, and therefore must 
be buried with Christ in baptism. Deny all, or any of these 
things to infants, and they are lost for ever. Christ must 
have died as to them in vain, they being yet in their sin, 
and without Christ, in their unregenerate estate, incapable 
of entering into the kingdom of God, and of a blessed re- 
surrection ; and so it must have been, better for them, 
dying in their infancy, that they had never been. Christ 
must have no real kindness for them, and their condition 
must bo far worse under the gospel, than it was under tho 
law, when they had both the seal and promise given to 
thenvthat God would be their God. That they are capable 
of all these blessings, by -virtue of their baptism, provided 
they be capable subjects of it, is evident from those Scrip- 
tures, which ascribe all these blessings to persons duly re- 
ceiving baptism, and do not, by any unworthy act, render 
themselves unworthy of them. 

Ver. 20. 'Eyw /<e0' v/iwv eljui natrag rag fjfiipag, twg Trig 
avvrzXdag rov aliovog, And, lo, I am with you always to 
the end of the world.] That these words contain a pro- 
mise of Christ's presence with- and assistance of the mi- 
nisters of- the gospel throughout all ages of the world, 
is evident from the words naaag rag rjfiioag, at all times 
(or always): or had our Lord made this promise with re- 
lation to the apostles onTy, he would have said iraaag rag 
Vfiipag ifiwv, all your days: and it is still more evident 
from the following words, twe rijc avvrtXdag rov auovog, for 
that they are duly rendered to the end of the tvorld, is evi- 
dent from the continual use of them elsewhere, especially 
in this evangelist, who in » ne chapter uses this phrase three 
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times, concerning the general judgment, which is to be at 
the end of the world, viz. xiii. 39, 40. 49. and xxiv. 3. of that 
time which the Jews thought contemporary with the gene- 
ral resurrection, and so with the end of the world. For, as 
Dr. Lightfoot notes on the place, the Jews held, that at the 
coming of the Messiah, the whole world should be de- 
stroyed, and there should be a renovation of it. And (3.) 
this may be farther argued from the apparent falsehood of 
the new exposition of these words, Behold, I will be with 
you till the end of the Jewish age, or till the destruction of 
Jerusalem; seeing, according to this interpretation, Christ, 
sending servants to preach his gospel to all the heathen 
nations, doth only promise his presence with them till the 
Jewish church was subverted ; but not when, after the sub- 
version of it, the churches of the gentiles were chiefly to 
be'erected : yea, then no person, no, not the evangelist 
St. John, had any commission from Christ to preach the 
gospel to the heathen nations any longer, nor any promise 
of Christ's assistance with them ; which yet is plainly false, 
seeing the promise of Christ's miraculous assistance made 
in the parallel place, Markxvi. 16. 18. continued sensibly 
till the beginning of the fourth century. 



APPENDIX 



TO CHAP. II. 

Concerning the import of that phrase, 'Iva irXtjpbjQy, u That it might 
be fulfilled/' &e. 



JtiERE being many things said to be done, ha or Zfrwg 
7rXj?po>^p, that it might befulfdled which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, thus or thus; I think it needful to say some- 
thing of the true import of that phrase, by way of inquiry, 
Whether it sometimes only notes that such an action may 
by accommodation be said to be the fulfilling of the words 
of the prophet cited ; because they were more signally ac- 
complished by that action than by the actions to which they 
in the prophet do relate, though no such thing was by the 
prophet, or by the Spirit of God, intended, when the words 
were spoken? Or, Whether it be necessary, by virtue of 
those words, to say the Holy Ghost intended that those 
words should be more signally accomplished by some ac- 
tions or passages which were afterward to happen? In 
answer to which question I say; 

First, That when the phrase runs thus, this was done ha 
or ottwc 7r\npwQ$, i. e. to this end, tliat such or such a pro- 
phecy might befulfdled; I think it necessary to say, that 
the very completion of it by that action should be in- 
tended by the JIolyGhost, since otherwise that aetionean, 
in no propriety of speech, be said to be performed fot 
that end. 

. Obj. The only considerable instance to the contrary, is 
taken from those words of St. John, xii. 38, SI). But though 
he had done so many miracles among them, they believed not, 
hair\ripwQ$, that the saying of Isaiah might be fulfilled, viz. 
Who hath believed our report? &e. For sceiug the pre- 
diction of the prophet could be no cause of their infidelity, 



it seems improper to affirm that they believed not that this 
prediction might be verified. 

Ans. To this I answer, That in all predictions of evil ac- 
tions to be performed by free agents, or agents capable of 
being diverted from them by providential actions, or strong 
impressions made upon their spirits, there is not only a 
foreknowledge that the action, if Providence interpose not, 
will be done, but a decree or declaration that Providence 
will not interpose to hinder them, but will permit such per- 
sons to act according to their evil inclinations. So that the 
import of these words may be only this : That God fore* 
seeing the infidelity of the Jews, left them to the blindness 
and hardness of their own hearts, permitting them to con- 
tinue in it; that the saying of Isaiah might be fulfilled. So 
that though the prediction was not the proper and internal 
cause of their infidelity, yet was the completion of.it the 
final cause of the Divine permission; and .therefore the 
action, though he be no way productive of it, or obliged to 
hinder it, yet being a permission by way of punishment of 
men's evil dispositions, in such cases is ascribed to God; 
as when God is said to send among men strong delusions 
to believe a lie, because they receive not the truth in- the 
love of it, but hadpleasure in unrighteousness. (2 Thess. ii. 
10—12.) 

Secondly, Of the places where this phrase ha or &ra>c 
7rXr;pw$y, that it might be fulfilled, occurs, I thus distin- 
guish; that in some of them the Jews might know, before 
the doing of the action, that such a thing was by the pro- 
phet intended or designed to be fulfilled by the coming of 
their Messiah ; as, v. g. that a virgin should conceive and 
bear a son, Isa. vii. 14. Matt. i. 23. that their Messiah 
was to die for the sins of the people, Isa. liii. 7, 8. Matt, 
xxvi. 5-1. that he should come riding on a colt, the foal of 
an ass, Zech. ix. 9. Matt. xxi. 4, 5. that his side should 
be pierced, Zech. xii. 10. John xix. 37. it being natural 
for the Jews to inquire touching such words as these. Of 
whom speaketh the prophet this? And hence we find their 
doctors by tradition did expound these words of the 
Messiah. 

Moreover, it being so expressly foretold, and generally 
received among the Jews, that their Messiah was to be the 
Son of David, and therefore to resemble him, that nothing 
is more common in their writings than to apply to him the 
words of David, and even to call him David, after the ex- 
ample of the holy prophets, Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24. xxxvii. 
24,25. Hos. iii. 5. saying of their king Messiah, « David 
shemiah," David is his name: (see Dr. Poeock on Hos. 
iii. 5. and Pugio Fidei, par. ii. cap. 5. §. 8.) I say, this 
being so, it could not be difficult for them to believe or con- 
ceive the words spoken by or relating to David, might, by 
the intention of God, have a higher or more eminent com- 
pletion in this second David their king; thus that, by his 
speaking in parables, (Matt. xiii. 35.) that of the Psalmist 
might be more eminently fulfilled, I will open my ?nouth in 
parables; (Psal. lxxviii. 2.) that by the providential preser- 
vation of his bones from being broken, that vyhich the same 
Psalmist saith of the righteous man should be more emi- 
nently fulfilled in him, He keepetlvall his bones, so that not 
one of them is broken; (Psal. xxxiv. 20.) that by the 
treachery of Judas in betraying his Master, (John xiii. 18.) 
that which was spoken of Ahithophcrs counsel against 
David might have a more eminent completion in our Lord, 
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viz. lie that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel 
against me. In all these things, I say, there could be no- 
thing strange to the Jews, who, as their Targum on the 
Psalms demonstrates, do expound places more obscurely^ 
if at all relating to him, of their king Messiah. And this 
they had greater reason to believe, when, by their own con r 
fession, the Psalm from which the words are cited, doth 
relate to Christ, and the words cited were not verified of 
David; as when, by the soldiers* parting of Christ's gar- 
ments, and casting lots for his coat that was without scam, 
John xix. 24. that of Psal. xxii. 19. is said to bo fulfilled, 
They parted my garments among them, and for my vesture 
did they cast lots. 

But then in other instances it was not necessary that the 
Jews should understand, nor is it easy to conceive how, 
without teaching, they could understand, they were to be 
accomplished in their Messiah; or by these actions done 
by him, to which they are applied by the evangelist; as, v. g. 
that the words of Hosea, xi. 1. Out of Egypt have I called 
my son, should be accomplished by God's calling his Son 
Christ out of Egypt; (Matt. ii. 15.) or how that which was 
said by the prophets, of Christ's being despised and rejected, 
should be made good by Christ's dwelling at Nazareth; 
(ver. 23.) or that by the coming of the Messiah to them, the 
land of Zabulon and Nephthalim should be enlightened; 
(Matt. iv. 15.) that by, the* doing of his miracles in such 
secrecy, and without contention, that of the prophet should 
be fulfilled, He shall not cry, nor lift tip, nor canse his voice 
to be heard in the streets: (Isa. xlii. 2.) all these, I say, 
-arc things the Jews could never know, unless they did re- 
ceive it by tradition, that. they were things relating to the 
Messiah promised tothem. , . 

But then I add, that there was no necessity they should 
beforehand know that any of these things were thus intended 
by the prophets, they being not. produced by the evange- 
lists, to provo our Tesus.must be the Messiah promised to 
the Jews, or to convince the infidel; but only as instances 
which they, by the same Spiritjvvbich spake by thc.prophets, 
were assured did belong unto him; and of this all the be- 
lieving Jews and gentiles might be assured by the.authority 
of the evangelists, whom they saw assisted by the same 
Spirit which moved the prophets, and thereby equally ena- 
bled to give us Jthe true interpretation and intendment, of 
them. From what is here laid down it follows, • / 

First, That it is no sufficient objection against this asr 
scrtion, that if these mystical senses were intended by the 
prophets, or by the Holy Ghost speaking by them, the Jews 
could never understand these prophecies before the event. 
For it was sufficient that they might be understood by them 
in the primary and literal sense of them before, and that 
after the event they might be understood by them in tho 
mystical sense also, byvirtuc of that explication,, which 
men, assisted by the same Spirit which did at first indite 
them, gave of them, or in which they averred they were 
again fulfilled. And 1 hope it is no objection against the 
predictions contained in the Revelation of St. John, that 
we do not at present understand them, it being sufficient 
that Christians shall understand them in those times in which 
they aro to be fulfilled. Nor, 

Secondly, Is it advisedly said, that the « authority of the 
appstles is not in these passages produced as that which 
added strength to their, reasonings:" for in these passages 



they never do pretend to reason, but barely to assert; and 
surely the authority of men delivering these things by vir- 
tue of the Spirit sent down from heaven to teach them all 
things, and lead them into all truth, must be sufficient to 
prove the truth of what they say concerning all these places: 
now this authority the apostles and evangelists must ascribe 
to themselves in all these writings, or the whole church of 
Christ must be continually mistaken in receiving the Gos- 
pels written by them as the word of God, and the unques- 
tionable rules of faith ; for if you only have recourse to their 
honesty in relating things, you never will persuade men to 
believe, that by the strength of memory they could record, 
not only all they could have delivered of Christ's actions, 
but all his sermon on the mount, and his long discourses 
in St. John, especially, chap. vi. and chap. xiii. to xvii. 
so exactly, as that wc can be certain they did in nothing 
vary from tho true meaning of the words of Christ; espe- 
cially if the Gospel of St. John was written, as is supposed, 
almost seventy years after the words recorded in it had 
been spoken by our Lord. It therefore either must be said, 
that the Holy Spirit promised to them for that end did 
bring these things to their remembrance, and did enable thejm, 
by comparing spiritual things with spiritual, thus to apply 
these places to their particular events; or it must be owned 
that these Gospels, in which these passages are so applied, 
and all these long discourses arc recited, are of no certainty, 
and so can be to us no rule of faith. 

Moreover, let it be noted, that they neither did nor 
could they take it for granted, that any of these places 
should be so explained, by reason of any received tradi- 
tion of the Jews ; there being no such explication of them 
to be found in any of their Targums, or cited by those who 
have conversed most in the rabbinical and cabalistical 
expositions of the Jews. In a w r ord, cither these sup- 
posed traditionary expositions were intended by the Holy 
Ghost, or they were not; if they were, the apostles deli- 
vered a certain truth, when they said these things were 
done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophets; if they were not, they must be guilty of a mani- 
fest untruth, in declaring they were done that the Scrip- 
tures, or the sayings of the prophets, might be fulfilled ; 
when, by the doing of them, only the false and extravagant 
traditions of the Jews were accomplished, but nothing at 
all was done, which the Holy Ghost intended in the in- 
diting of those Scriptures. 

Thirdly, I add, that when the words run only thus,ror« 
£7rXrjpwO)7, then was fulfilled such a thing spoken by the 
prophets, though I sec no necessity of so doing, wc may 
admit of a completion by way of accommodation. That 
there is no necessity of granting this, I hope I have made 
appear, in my notes on Matt. ii. 17. xxvii. 9. the only 
places where this phrase is used ; yet, since the end of 
doing such an action is not here expressed, and therefore' 
the 'same reason of any farther intention of the Holy 
Ghost doth not here obtain; I say, wc may in these cases 
admit of an accommodation. And having thus said what 
doth sufficiently answer all that Mr. Clerc and Woltzoge- 
nius say on. this subject; I proceed, with all due respect, 
both to the piety and learning of Mr. Dodwcll, to consider 
what Mr. Clerc here citcth from him. And, 

First, Whereas he supposes " God did intend the prophe- 
cies which were committed to writing, and enrolled in the 
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public canon of the church, should be understood by the 
persons concerned in them :" I grant this, when they arc con- . 
cerned in them, i. e. when they are fulfilled by the event: 
but will any man hence infer that the Jews must rightly 
understand in every age the prophecies of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 
or the song of Moses, Deut. xxxiii. or Ezckiel's descrip- 
tion of the temple, from chap. xl. to the end; or Daniel's 
prophecies, chap.ix. and xi. or that the Christians must 
in all ages understand the contents of the Revelations of 
St. John, which were to be sent to the churches, and which 
undoubtedly concern what should befal them? Old, 
Jacob saith to his sons, Come, I will tell you what shall 
befal you in the last days, Gen. xlix. 1. then he pro- 
phesies of Simeon and Levi thus; I ivill divide them in 
Jacob, and scatter than in Israel : of Judah, that he is a 
lion's whelp; from the prey, my son, thou art gone up, 
yer. 9. ; that Issachar is a strong ass, couching doivn be- 
tween two burdens, ver. 14.; that Dan shoidd judge his 
people, viz. by Samson, of the tribe of Dan, ver. 16. and 
he should be a serpent in the tvay, and an adder in the 
path, &c. ver. 17. ; of Gad, that a troop should invade him, 
i. e. the Ammonites and Moabites, and that he should 
overcome at the last, viz. by Jephthah, the Gileadite, ver. 
19. ; that Naphtali is a hind let loose, he giveth goodly words, 
ver. 21. Now what necessity is there, or what proba- 
bility, that his sons, or the Jews, should presently under- 
stand the import of these mystical expressions, which 
were to be fulfilled by such persons as Samson and 
Jephthah, of whom they could have no knowledge ; and 
by such providences as the choosing the trihe of Levi to 
be God's inheritance, and settling the sceptre in the line 
of David, of which they then knew nothing? These pro- 
phecies must therefore, many of them, be expounded 
only by the event. 

Secondly, When he adds, "That prophecies committed 
to writing, and designedly propagated to future ages, must 
needs have been of a general and permanent concernment :" 
I beg leave to say, it is sufficient that they be of concern- 
ment to those ages in which they are to be fulfilled; for 
otherwise experience shews the Jews had no just notions" 
of Ezckiel's visions, or of Daniel's prophecies, or the pro- 
phecies of Zechariah; nor have the Christians any certain 
interpretation of many prophecies contained in the Reve- 
lation. If indeed they be prophecies designed for the 
support and comfort of his people under their circum- 
stances, as the prophecy of the return of the Jeics from 
their captivity in Babylon, after seventy years; or prophe- 
cies containing any promise respecting the coming of the 
Messiah, and pointing out the time when they were to ex- 
pect him, as that of their Messiah suddenly coming to his 
temple, Mai. iii. 1, and the Desire of all nations filling that 
house with glory, Hag. ii. 7. these being prophecies by 
which their faith was to be strengthened, and all their 
hopes erected, it may reasonably be expected that in such 
cases they should have some present knowledge of the im-' 
port of them, though much inferior to that which the event 
and actual completion of them w r ould afford. And, there- 
fore, as many prophets and righteous men desired to see 
these things, and therefore understood the import of them, 
Matt. xiii. 17. so saith St. Peter, was it revealed, that not 
unto themselves, but unto us, they did minister these things. 
(1 Pet. i. 11, 12.) But then, when the predictions were of 

vol. r. 



things merely typical, and related not to the literal and 
primary import of the words, but only to a mystical sense 
of them, to be accomplished by'an event which' afterward 
should happen, it is sufficient that they might know this 
mystical import of them by the event So, v. g. when 
Jacob saith of Simeon and Levi, I will divide them in 
Jacob, and scatter them in Israel, (Gen. xlix. '7.) it was 
sufficient that they then understood the meaning of these 
words, when it so fell out, that the posterity of Simeon 
had no separate inheritance by themselves, but only a 
portion in the midst of the tribe of Judah, (Josh, xix.1.9.) 
and when the tribe of Levi was dispersed among all the 
tribes ; nor have we any reason to believe they understood 
this before. • ♦ 

Thirdly, When he adds, That 'f the church concerned in 
these prophecies cannot be only those ages which were to 
survive the accomplishment, but also those before, because 
the only momentous reason that must be conceived concern- 
ing these as well as other revelations, must be some duty 
which could not otherwise be known;" I desire him to shew 
upon what duty, which could not otherwise be known, 
depended the true interpretation of Ezckiel's visions, or 
Daniel's prophecies, or the words of Jacob now cited, 
or many passages in the Revelation which are yet mys^ 
terious: and why this postnate knowledge might, not 
serve as to illustrate the Divine prescience, so to con- 
firm the Christians in what they did believe already, and- 
for "the" conviction both of Jews and infidels, when the 
event was, by men so miraculously assisted by the Holy 
Ghost, declared to be a completion of these prophecies ; 
the author of- the Revelation having said, that the tes- 
timony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, (Rev. xix. 10.) 
I do not understand. 

And whereas he insists much on the word Revelations, 
which name he thinks these prophecies could not deserve, 
unless they could be understood by ordinary means with-" 
out new revelations : I answer, that as the writings of Ezc- 
kiel and Daniel are never called revelations, but only 
visions, and those of the Revelation are so styled, not as 
made known, as to their import, to the churches, but as 
revealed to St. John ; so it is evident from the New Tes- 
tament, that there was need of a new spirit of prophecy to 
understand the mysteries of the Old Testament ; and of a 
revelation or extraordinary assistance of the Holy Spirit, \ 
to know that such passages of the prophets belonged to 
such actions of our Lord, and such transactions relating 
to the propagation of the gospel; nor will any man bo 
able to establish the application made of them to such 
passages on any other foot: and in like manner, when 
the fulness of the gentiles shall come in, and the body 
of the Jews shall be gathered to the Christian faith, I 
know not why a new efjusion of the Spirit may not be 
expected. 

In a word, when I shall see this learned person, by his 
skill in oncirocritics, expounding either EzekieFs visions, 
or the Revelation of St. John, from chap. vi. to xx. then 
only shall I begin to think it not incredible, that skill in 
the art of oncirocritics was the means by God designed 
for the expounding those visions, prophecies, and revela- 
tions. (See Grotius on Matt. i. 32.) ; ;. 
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APPENDIX 

TO CHAP. y. 

Relating to the question^ viz. — u Whether the duties there enjoined by 
Christ did really belong to tho scope and intention of the moral law, 
and rather were corrections of tho misapprehensions of the scribes and 
pharisccs about it, than additions to it; or were indeed precepts not 
contained in, but by himself superadded to the moral law?*' 



IN answer to this question, I say, 

First, Whatsoever Christ doth here, it must be con- 
fessed, that elsewhere he hath added to the law of nature, 
or the moral law, viz. when he commands Christians to 
love one another, as he hath loved them; i; c. so as to lay 
down their lives for the brethren. (1 John iii. 1G.) For I 
know no law of nature or of Moses that required this be- 
fore, nor did the reason of it, viz; Christ's laying down his 
life for us, obtain beforehand therefore this is styled his 
commandment by way of excellency; John xv. 12, 13. yea, 
his new commandment, John xiii. 34. 1 John ii. 8. (Sco 
the note there.) 

Secondly, I grant that Christ hath added to the permis- 
sive laws of Moses, or rather hath restrained Christian^ 
from acting suitably to those permissions; v. g. whereas 
the law of Moses permitted a man to divorce his wife, if 
shefoitnd not favour in his eyes, by reason of some matter 
of uncleanness in her; (Dcut. xxiv. 1.) that is, as the Jews 
interpret that clause, something that rendered her disgusted 
by and offensive to him : Christ plainly hath forbidden all 
divorces upon any other cause than that of fornication; 
but then he doth this, not by introducing a new law, but 
by reviving an old one, and shewing, that no man ought to 
put asunder those whom God, by his first institution of ma- 
trimony, had joined together and made one. * 
* He hath also added to the law of retaliation; but then, 
according to the constant doctrine of the Jews, that law, 
though it bound the judge to execute it, when by the suf- 
ferer he was required so to do, yet it bound not the sufferer 
to require that execution ; and therefore in respect of him, 
it only was permissive: and this permission, Christ seems 
to have restrained, not by imposing any. new law, but by, 
preferring to it the laws of charity and mercy, and of a 
peaceable disposition, under lessor and therefore tolerable 
injuries; which thing is suitable to the law of nature: and 
by restraining us from gratifying our revenge, or our dis- 
pleasure against any person, or desiring his hurt, wherr we 
receive no benefit or advantage by ^t, and from resisting 
force by force to our greater damage; or going to law for 
lesser matters, to the scandal of our profession, or the im- 
pairing of brotherly charity and friendship. 

Moreover, there seems to be even in the words of Christ, 
this signal difference betwixt his manner of speaking of the 
permissive laws of Moses and of the precepts of the de- 
calogue; for treating of the latter, he still saith, Ye have 
heard it hath been said to them of old; but of the former" 
he only saith, Ye have heard that it hath been said: (ver. 31. 
38. 43.) which by the way shews that those words, Thon 
shalt hate thine enemy, arc not preceptive, but permissive 
only; and that they contain a permission not given by God, 
but by the pharisecs to do so. (Sec the note on ver. 43.) 



Now this concession gives a sufficient answer tb that 
Objection, that Christ here dothnot oppose the doctrine of 
the scribes and pharisees, but the permission of divorce 
and of retaliation, allowed by the law of Moses; it being 
granted that Christ hath given precepts transcending these 
pennissivc laws of Moses, occasioned by the stubbornness 
of the Jewish nation, and by the hardness of their hearts, 
and denied only that he hath added any thing to the truo 
scope and intention of the moral law. 

So also when it is added, that Christ gives svtch precepts 
of which we find no footsteps in the law of Moses, as those 
of not resisting evil, but rather turning the other cheek ; and 
therefore in them seems not to explain the old, but to have 
given a new law : 

It is granted, that in these words he gives a new law op- 
posed to the positive permissive law of talio; but then it 
is denied, that he discoursing of the preceptive moral laws, 
hath added any thing to them, which was not virtually con- 
tained in them. And therefore, 

Thirdly, I add, that according to all the rules given by 
divined for the interpretation of the decalogue, what our 
Lord adds unto the letter of the third, the sixth, and the 
seventh commandments, must be contained under the ge- 
nuine import of those precepts: for these are two known 
rules relating to that subject, viz. 

First, TJtat where any vice is forbidden i that must be con- 
sequentially forbidden, which is a natural mtans, an ordi- 
nary occasion of a provocation, inducement, or temptation, 
to that sin ; it being, say civilians, the property of a good 
law, non solum tollere vitia, sed etiam occasiones vitio- 
rum: and this may be confirmed from the very nature of 
means; for they receive their namoaud their morality from 
the end we aim at; and so, if they be such as have a 
proper tendency to w T hat is good, then arc-they styled good ; 
but if they do thus tend to what is evil, they must be evil 
also. 

•Secondly, That when any evil is forbidden in thedeca- 
logue, the least degree of that evil action is forbidden; for 
gradus non mutat speciem: so that the least degrco of 
sin is sin, and sin is the transgression of a law, and there- 
fore of that law which doth forbid that kind of sin. Now 
hence it follows, 

First, That vain swearing, or swearing in our ordinary 
discourse, must be forbidden in the command requiring us 
not to swear falsely, or take the name of God in vain. For 
(1.) the reason of the prohibition of false swearing is this, 
because it is a horrid profanation of the sacred name of 
God, as is apparent from those words, Lev. xix. 12. Thou 
shalt not swear by my name fhlsely, neither shalt thou pro- 
fane the name of thy God. Now by swearing in our com- 
mon discourse, we mako the sacred name common, and 
therefore do profane it. (2.) Because this custom of swear- 
ing in our common discourse, doth naturally lead us to the 
sin of perjury: it being the observation both of Ilieroclcs* 
a heathen, of Philof a Jew, and St. Austin a Christian, 
that Ik TroXvopKtas iptv^opKia, from the custom of swearing 
men quickly slide into perjury : and what can 'be expected 
from a common swearer, but that he sometimes should 
swear falsely, and as well violate as profane the oath of 
God, since by his frequent swearing he shews that he 
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estecmeth not an oath as sacred, nor looks upon it with 
due reverence.? And he that doth not reverence an oath, 
it is his chance and not his care is.to be thanked, if he be 
not perjured. Moreover, not only Christians, but even 
Jews,, have always thought that swearing lightly, or upon 
frivolous occasions, and without necessity, was here for- 
bidden. Hence, Thou shall nol lake the name. of the- Lord 
thy God in vain, is, saith the Septuagint, Thou shalt not 
use it £7rl Ttyfiaraiy ; saith Aquila, tig titer], vainly or rashly; 
Thou shalt not swear pqdlwe, easily, saith Philo ; not with- 
out cause, saitn the Targum; nor is it reasonable to con* 
ceive God should permit ( the Jews to swear thus lightly 
by his ; name, seeing the heathens, 4 ^ by the light of nature, 
did condemn this practice; and yet wc .find no precept in 
the law of Moses in which this practice is so likely to be 
forbidden as in this. 

Secondly, Hence it jdoth also follow, that all causeless 
anger and rancour of spirit against others, and all the ex- 
pressions of it, )jy prpvoking language and reviling cen- 
sures, must be consequentially forbidden by those words, 
Thou shall not kill, because they tend and do dispose us to 
those contentions which often end in blood; and to that 
contempt of others >vhich m^kes us not to value their lives, 
and therefore -not much fear the taking them away ; and, 
lastly, to beget in us that hatred which in Divine construc- 
tion is accounted murder; for, he that hateth his brother 
is a murderer, (1 John iii. 15.) And, 

Thirdly, Hence it also follows, that all lustings of the 
heart after the forbidden enjoyment of a woman,, and all 
such usage of the -eye, the hand, or other senses, which 
naturally are incentives to any filthiness of the flesh, rnust 
be forbidden by those words, Thou shalt not* commit adul- 
tery; the last, as being plain incentives to that unclean- 
ricss which is forbidden under that name ; the first, as be- 
ing a kind of adultery : for seeing out of the heart (saith 
Christ) come fornications and adulteries, (Matt. xv. 19.) 
they must be in it first; and in it they cannot be, but by 
the lusting of the heart towards these actions. 

Here then is a plain demonstration, That Christ, in his 
discourse on these three precepts; hath made no addition 
to them ; for what is certainly contained in these command- 
ments and forbidden by them, can be no addition to them. 

Secondly, Against these supposed additions to the mpral 
Jaw contained in the decalogue, I argue thus: Christ hath 
not added to the duties formerly belonging to the first or to 
the second table, therefore he hath not added to this law: 
to suppose that Christ hath added to the moral precept of 
the first table, is to suppose that he hath added to perfec- 
tion ; for that required the Jew to love his God with all his 
soul, mind, heart, and strength: (Dcut. vi. 5.) and even 
the voice of nature will instruct us that he is worthy thus 
to be beloved. And is not this as much as Christ requireth 
of the Christians? Could the Jew comply with this pre- 
copt in its greatest latitude, without exerting his utmost 
vigour in his service ; and doth Christ require more? Will 
he not accept the engagement of our whole heart, mind, and 
spirit, in his service? Doth he require that our obedience 
should exceed our strength? 



* Harris ^w V» xa xh frir&buput 6iS» M/sum f*h Xfafoin fetfw?. Plato, de Legib. 
lib. xi. p. 906, "Nam et in totura jo rare, nisi nbi oecesse est, gravi viro parqm 
conVenit." Quintil. Instit. Oral. lib. ix« cap. 2. p. 419. Ilieroolea to Carm. Pjtbag. 
p. 53, 31. 



Nor can it reasonably be supposed that Christ hath 
added to the duties of the second table, since that requires 
us to love our neighbour as we do ourselves. (Matt. xix. 18, 
19.) Now the apostle Paul assures us, that all the com- 
mandments of the second table, and every other precept 
relating to our duty to our neighbour, is comprised in that 
one word or precept, Tlwu sjialt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self; (Rom. xiii. 9.) and that love worketh no evil to our, 
neighbour ; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law, (ver. 
10. see the note there.) But against this it is objected, 

First, That if Christ had intended in this discourse to 
have corrected the imperfect or false interpretations which 
the scribes and pharisees had made of these command- 
ments, he would have named them, as you do in the inter- 
pretation of his words. 

. Ans. This he sufficiently hath done by saying, (ver. 10 1 ) 
Except your righteo7isness (i. e. your obedience to the 
moral law) exceed the righteousness of the scribes and pha- 
risees, you shall in no case t enter into the kingdom of God ; 
and then proceeding forthwith to shew, how and in what 
particulars we must exceed. their righteousness. And, in-, 
deed, had our Lord designed to teach us, that in order to 
our entrance into his s kingdom, we must exceed the righte- 
ousness prescribed in the moral law, why doth he only 
say, Except your righteousness exceed that of the scribes and 
phariseesy who did in many cases evacuate the law, and 
who are branded by him with hypocrisy for omitting the 
weightier matters of the law? 

Obj. 2. It is objected, That had our Lord designed not 
to add. any thing.to the moral law, but only to expound it 
better than^the scribes had done, he would not after the 
recital of thq law have added, But I say unto you; but 
rather would have said, The law of Moses farther saith 
unto you. 

Ans. To this I answer, That let our Saviour's preface to 
these expositions of the words cited by him be .considered, 
and then wc.may discern sufficient reason for these words ; 
for having said, ver; 17. I came not to destroy the law, 
aXXa irX^oCxjai, but to establish and confirm it, he, in the fol- 
lowing instances, may rationally be supposed to shew how 
he did this, viz. by producing first the law, and then by 
adding, for tho establishment and confirmation of the true 
import of it, But I say to you: and when he saith, ver. 1Q. 
that he that looseth one of the least of these commandments, 
and teacheth others so to do, shqll be accounted least in the 
kingdom of heaven; he by the least of these command- 
ments, seems not to understand any command expressly 
written in the decalogue, since none of them can be called 
little, but the lesser degrees of offence against them; and 
then by adding of these words, But I say unto you, he 
shews how we should teach men to observe them. 



APPENDIX 



TO CHAP. VI. VER. 16. 



AN this appendix I shall endeavour briefly, and I hopo 
clearly, to state these two questions: — 
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•" First, Whether fasting be a duty now incumbent on 
Christians/or a thing left indifferent under the Christian in- 
stitution? 

Secondly, Whether it be any part of Divine worship 
or not? 

In answer to the first inquiry, Whether fasting be a duty, 
or a thing indifferent under the Christian institution, I 
answer, 

First, That as fasting signifies, in the grammatical import 
of the word, abstaining only for a time from the meat we 
ordinarily take at other times, it is undoubtedly a thing in- 
different; for in this sense, if we eat 7iot, tve are not the 
better, for God accounts no man the belter purely because 
his stomach is more empty: and if we eat somewhat even 
on our days of fasting, when the impotency or indisposi- 
tion of our bodies doth require it, tve are not the xcorse. 
But as it in the Scripture signifies a day or time set apart 
for the affliction of the soul, and calling it to an account for 
our past sins, in order to our godly sorrow for and reform- 
ation of them; or a day set apart for prayer, and humbling 
of ourselves, in order to the averting Divine judgments, or 
the obtaining any public or private blessings from God's 
hands ; 1 think it continues a duty still, "and a thing highly 
acceptable to God, when it sincerely is performed in prose- 
cution of these ends. 

Secondly, It is certain that under the old covenant pub- 
lic fasts were commanded by God, and one of them with 
that severity, that the punishment of him who did riot then 
afflict his soul was excision : (Lev. xvi. 1G.) and when any 
adversity befel them, which made this duty proper, not 
only pious kings, (2 Chron. xx. 3.) but God also by his holy 
prophets called upon them to sanctify a fast. (Joel i. 14. 
ii. 12. 15.) This also pious persons voluntarily did upon 
extraordinary occasions: I wept (saith David), and, hum- 
bled myself with fasting: (Psal. lxix. 10. see Psal. xxxv. 
13. cix. 24.) Nehcmiah fasted when he heard of the afflic- 
tion of the people at Jerusalem : (Nchcm. i. 4.) so did Da- 
niel, (ix. 3.) These fasts they sanctified, 

(!';) To avert the impendent wrath of God, (Joel i. 14, 
15. ii. 17.) and to render him propitious to them in their dis- 
tress, that he might be jealous for his land, and pity his 
people. (Joel ii. 18.) Thus did the people of Israel fast, 
when they were twice smitten by the Benjamites; (Judg. 
xx. 2G.) Jehoshaphat and his people, when distressed by 
the Ammonites; (2 Chron. xx. 3.) the Jews, when in danger 
of death from the contrivances of IJaman. (Esth. iv. 1G.) 
(2.) To beg pardon for and reform their offences; as 
when they fasted for their idolatry at Mizpeh, and did put 
away Baalim and Ashtaroth, and serve the Lord only, 
(1 Sam. vii. 5, 6.) and when they separated themselves from 
their strange wives. (Nehem. ix. 1.) 
(3.) To beg especial mercies of God ; as when Ezra and 
' his company fasted to seek of God a right way : (Ezra viii. 
21.) and all this they did with good success, and so as to 
obtain God's blessing. These fasts, when duly celebrated, 
are styled such fasts as God hath chosen, (Isa. Iviii. 5, 6.) 
an acceptable day to the Lord, (ver. 5.) a sabbath, a day 
holy to the Lord, and honourable, (ver. 13.) and fasting thus 
was indeed fasting to the Lord. (Zech. vii. 5.) 

And as for voluntary and private fasts, I have observed 
that pious persons still used them as occasion did require. 
Anna the prophetess fast ed and prayed night and day, and 



served God, as well by fasting as by praying. (Luke ii.37.) 
And in our Saviour's time the disciples of John and of tho 
pharisees fasted often ; and this was thought so necessary 
a piece of devotion, that they admire and look upon it as a 
great defect in Christ's disciples, that they did not the like. 
(Matt. ix. 14.) 

Thirdly, Observe that Christ is so far from disapproving 
these times of fasting as unsuitable or unnecessary under 
the Christian dispensation, that he declares the time tvets 
coming when his disciples should fast, as well as others. 
(Matt. ix. 15.) He teacheth all Christians after what man- 
ner they ought to fast, that their fastings might be accept- 
able to God, promising a reward from God on them who do 
so, and being no less solicitous that they might fast than 
that they might pray, and do their alms, so as to be rewarded 
by God for them; (Matt. vi.lG.) and lets his disciples know, 
that their want of faith in casting out a devil, proceeded 
from their want of seeking it by prayer and fasting. (Matt. 
xvii. 21.) Now surely he who declares that his disciples 
should fast after he was taken from them, he who is soli- 
citous they might perform this duty without hypocrisy, and 
who excites them to it by the promise of a reward from 
God, and who informs them that their want of faith pro- 
ceeded from their want of fasting, sufficiently demonstrates 
he looked upon this as a duty to be performed by his disci- 
ples under the gospel dispensation. And, therefore, 

Fourthly, That Christ's apostles and disciples did so 
esteem it, we learn sufficiently from their practice; they 
being in fastings often, (2 Cor. xi. 27.) and approving them- 
selves as the ministers of God, by fastings, as well as other 
Christian duties: (2 Cor. vi. 4, 5.) this being also the 
usual preface to the imposition of hands, they doing this 
withprayer and fasting, (Acts xiv. 23.) and in commending 
the ministers of the gospel to the Lord for his assistance; 
(Acts xiii.3.) and married Christians being permitted to 
separate from one another for a season, that they might 
give themselves to prayer and fasting. (1 Cor. vii. 5.) 
Note, 

Lastly, That fasting is not a ceremonial precept, there 
being no command under the law for voluntary fasting, or 
public fastings on extraordinary occasions, but only for 
one stated fast on the day of expiation; it therefore must 
be ranked among those moral duties or precepts of the law 
of nature, which Christ came not to dissolve, but to fulfil. 
And this appears, because it was the practice not only of 
the Jews and devout proselytes, (Acts x. 30.) but even of 
the heathens also. These days of fasting to avert judg- 
ments, obtaining not only among the eastern nations, 
(Jonah iii. 5.) but among the Egyptians, the Greeks, and 
Romans, and being part of their sacred rites, at which 
times they were ahwv afioipoi, or aytvorot, that is, fasting. 
In a word, it is owned by them who contend fasting is a 
thing indifferent, that it is a help to the worship of God, 
and an instrument of piety. It is by Phavorinus defined 
to be the mother of health to the body, and ike preservative 
of the soul; and surely that which is a help to devotion, 
and a means of promoting piety, must be as much required 
to those good ends, as are the helps and means of sober 
living required by the command of temperance. 

That I may answer to the second question, I must pre- 
mise the distinction so frequent in the schools, betwixt an 
imperate and an elicit act of worship. An elicit act of 
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worship is an act which hath God for its immediate object, 
and solely is designed to do him honour, or to. agnize some 
Divine excellency or perfections. Thus an act of faith is 
an elicit act of religious worship; because it doth, and is 
designed purely to acknowledge the Divine power and 
veracity; and prayer is an elicit act of Divine worship, 
because by it we do acknowledge the power, wisdom, and 
goodness of God. Whereas an imperate act of worship is 
that which hath another object besides God, and* only hath 
relation to him because it is performed in obedience to his 
command; thus charity hath for its object our indigent or 
our afflicted brother, and only hath relation to God, as it is 
done to others in obedience to his command ; and justice 
is an imperate act of worship only, because it immediately 
relateth to what belongcth to our brother, though we deal 
justly with him from the consideration of that God who is 
tlie avenger of those ivho do defraud or overreach their bro- 
ther. Now to apply this distinction to our present pur- 
pose ; they, who deny that fasting is an elicit act of wor- 
ship, do freely grant it to be an imperate act of worship, 
as being serviceable to prayer, and that repentance to- 
wards God, which are immediate acts of worship. Here 
therefore note, 

First, That even Mr. Dally grants, that fasting was a 
part of Divine worship under the old testament ; whence 
we may gather that it must be so also under the New Tes- 
tament, since under both it hath the same object, end, and 
reasons, and so must be as much an act of religious wor- 
ship under the New Testament, as it was under the Old ; 
where, to observe it, was to sanctify a fast, to keep a day 
holy and acceptable to the Lord, and as much XaTpzvuv to 
serve God by fasting as by prayer. (Luke ii. 37.) 

Secondly, It is confessed that fasting, considered as a 
help to. prayer, repentance, or pious meditations, is only 
an imperate act of religion; but as it is an act of revenge 
upon ourselves for our offences done against the Divine 
Majesty, and an acknowledgment that we arc by them be- 
come unworthy to receive from him our daily bread; and 
as it is a part of our time consecrated to the service of 
God, I see not why it should be less esteemed an act of re- 
ligious worship, than the observation of a sabbath, or a 
day of thanksgiving. 



APPENDIX 



TO CHAP. XII. 

Concerning the nature of the sin against Ihc Holy Ghost, and tho reason 
why it is said to be such as will never he forgiven. 



-F IRST, for explication of this subject I do not think it 
proper, with the learned Grotius, to mollify the severity of 
this sentence, by saying, that what is absolutely spoken by 
the Lord must be comparatively understood, and only in- 
timates, that it is very difficult to obtain the pardon of this 
sin, not that it will admit of no forgiveness : for our Saviour 
says expressly of this sin, both negatively, that it shall 
never be forgiven, and affirmatively, that tho person guilty 



of it shall be obnoxious to eternal judgment, and confirms 
* all this with an asseveration, Verily I say unto you, lie that 
blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, 
but ivoxog iartv, is liable to eternal judgment. (Mark iii.29.) 
Much less are we to admit of Dr. Hammond's descant on 
the words, that this sin shall not be pardoned but upon a 
particular repentance, for. that is as true of every known 
and wilful sin, as of the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost; 
and therefore this interpretation makes.no discrimination 
of.this from any other wilful sin,-.which yet our Saviour 
plainly designed by those words to do. Moreover, against 
both these expositions it is observable, that our Lord saith 
expressly of all manner of other sins against the Son of 
man, or the Messiah, that they shall be forgiven; and yet, 
doubtless, men's blasphemies against the Saviour of the 
world, and otherheinous crimes, will not be pardoned with- 
out particular repentance, and it is very difficult to bring 
such grievous sinners to repentance. Let it be noted, 

Secondly, That from our Saviour's words it plainly 
seems to follow, that this sin consists, or is completed, 
not in our thoughts or in our works, but in our words,* for 
it is he that.speaketh, vcr. 32. he that blasphemeth against 
the Holy Ghost, that shall not be forgiven. Simon, the 
magician, conceived as vilely of the Holy Ghost as we can 
well imagine, when he thought he might be purchased by 
money; (Acts viii. 18, 19.) for this was to conceive the Holy 
Ghost was given only by some higher art of magic than he 
had attained to; and yctSt. Peter exhorts him topray, that 
the thoughts of his heart might be forgiven ; (ver. 22.) and 
they who, by uncleanness, fornication, and adultery, de- 
spised the commandments which God had given them by 
his apostles, to possess their vessels in sanctijication and 
honour, are said to have despised not only man, but God, 
•who also had given them the Holy Ghost; (1 Thess. iv. 8.) 
and yet St. Paul supposes such persons might repent of 
the uncleanness, fornication, and lasciviousness, they had 
committed. (2 Cor. xii. 21.) This sin must, therefore, bo 
committed, not only by our evil thoughts and works, but 
also by our blasphemous words against the Holy Ghost. 

Thirdly, Observe, that it is not any blasphemy against 
the Spirit in his miraculous operations, such as were cast- 
ing out of devils, and healing of diseases, which is here 
styled the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, this being 
here dono by the pharisecs against the Son of man; for he 
dcclareth, vcr. 28. that he did cast out devils by the Spirit 
of God: they therefore must blaspheme that Spirit by 
which our Saviour did this, by saying, he cast out devils 
by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils; and yet our Saviour 
saith, that even this blasphemy against the Son of man 
should be forgiven, but it was properly the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost. And therefore, 

Fourthly, Let it be noted, that there is a plain difference 
in Scripture betwixt the operations of the Spirit and the 
gifts or distributions of the Holy Ghost; all the miraculous 
operations which were done upon others, viz. the casting 
out of devils, the healing of diseases, the curing of the 
lame, the blind, the dumb, the maimed, the raising of the 
dead, were the extraordinary operations of the Spirit; but 
all the inward gifts, by which the understanding was en- 
lightened, and was enabled to perform things, which by 
nature it could not do without the immediate working of 
the Holy Spirit, are styled the gifts or distributions of tho 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



23* 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



Holy Ghost; a£, v.'g. the gifts ot wisdom, knowledge, faith, 
prophecy, discerning of spirits, the gift of tongues, and the 
interpretation of them. That there is ground for this dis- 
tinction will appear from these considerations: 

(1.) Because our Saviour, whilst he was upon earth, 
gave to his apostles and the seventy disciples power to 
heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils, and to raise 
the dead; (Matt. x. 8. Luke x. 9.) and yet St. John informs 
us, that the Holy Ghost teas not yet come, because that 
Jesns tvas not glorified : (vii. 39.) and Christ informed his 
disciples, that if he did not go away, the Comforter, that 
is," the Holy Ghost, would not come to them ; but when I 
go (saith he), Iwillsend him to you: (John xvi. 17. xiv. 1G.) 
and St. Peter tells tho Jews, that our Lord being exalted 
to tlbe right hand of God, received the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, and sent him down upon his apostles. (Acts ii. 33.) 
The Holy Ghost must, therefore, signify something distinct 
from the power of working miracles. 

(2.) The apostle John, producing his witnesses to prove 
that Jesus is the Son of God, saith thtis, There are three 
that bear ivitness upon earth, the spirit, the ivater, and the 
blood; and there be three that bear witness from heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost', (1 John v. 7, 8.) 
clearly distinguishing the witness of the Holy Ghost from 
the testimony of tho Spirit. 

(3.) Throughout the history of the Acts of the Apostles, 
where St. Luke hath occasion to mention the miracles 
which the apostles and other Christians did, he always 
use(h (lie words r^ara, ajjjuTd, Swafitig, tvonders, signs, and 
powers ; but where he speaks of persons prophesying, or 
speaking with tongues, he doth as constantly ascribe this 
to the Holy Ghost descending on them. 

And (lastly) where the Scripture mentions these things 
together, it puts a manifest distinction. betwixt signs and. 
tvonders, and the gifts and distributions of the Holy Ghost. 
Thus the apostle speaks of the things God had wrought by 
him, in the power of signs and wonders, and in the power of 
the Spirit of God, or of the Holy Ghost, as other copies 
read: (Rom. xv. 19.) and God, saith St. Paul, bare wit- 
ness to the doctrine which the apostles preached by signs 
and wonders, and divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost (Heb. ii. 4.) Hence observe, 

Fifthly, That this blasphemy of the Holy Ghost neither 
tvas nor could be then committed when our Saviour spako 
these words, or whilst he was upon earth, because the 
Holy Ghost teas not yet come, saith the evangelist ; (John 
vii. 39) nor was ho to be sent till Jesus tvas glorified, i. e. 
till he was risen from the dead, and was exalted to the 
right hand of the Father. And therefore, after our Lord's 
resurrection, he breathes on the apostles, and saith unto 
them, Receive ye the Hohj Ghost; (John xx. 22.) and farther 
promises, at his ascension, that within a few days they 
should receive the power of the Holy Ghost descending 
down from heaven^ to render them able witnesses of our 
Lord's resurrection ; and that after his departure from them, 
the Comforter, that is, the Holy Ghost, should come, and 
should convince the world of sin, because they believed not 
*in him, and of his righteousness, because he went unto the 
Father. (John xvi. 9, 10.) Though, therefore, our Saviour 
entered upon this discourse upon occasion of that saying 
of the pharisees, he casts out devils through Beelzebub, yet 
his design seems chiefly to be this, to terrify them from 



going on from the blaspheming the Son of man, and of 
that Spirit by which he tvronght his miracles, to the blas- 
pheming of the ensuing dispensation of the Holy Ghost, 
which was the last he ever would vouchsafe, to call them 
to that repentance tvhich would procure the remission of 
their sins. These words may, therefore, be thus para- 
phrased : — You have represented me as a winebibbcr, and 
as a friend of publicans and sinners, and as one who casts 
out devils by Beelzebub; and you will still go on, after all 
the miracles which I have done among you, to represent 
me as a false prophet and a deceiver of the people; but, 
notwithstanding, all these grievous sins shall be forgiven 
you, if that last dispensation of the Holy Ghost, which I 
shall after my ascension send among you, shall prevail 
with you to believe in me: but if, when I have sent tho 
Holy Ghost to testify^the truth of my mission, and of my 
resurrection, you shall continue in your unbelief, and shall 
blaspheme the Holy Ghost, and represent him also as an 
evil spirit, your sin shall never be forgiven, nor shall there 
any thing be farther done to call you to repentance. That 
this is the true import of our Saviour's words is evident, 

First, Because they still run in the future tense, respect- 
ing not what had been done already by the pharisees or 
others, but only what hereafter should be done; tvhosoever 
shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost. (Mark iii. 28* 
Luke xii. 10.) 

Secondly, Because the blasphemy here mentioned in 
these words, He casteth out devils by Beelzebub, or by con- 
federacy with Satan, was certainly a blasphemy against the 
Son of man; and therefore such to which the promise of 
forgiveness is here made, and could not be the blasphemy 
of the Holy Ghost, because he was not yet come. And, 

Thirdly, Had tho pharisees been guilty of this blasphemy 
against the H6ly Ghost, by this saying of our Jjord, he 
casts out devils by Beelzebub, our Saviour could not after- 
ward have prayed for their forgiveness, or offered to them 
any farther terms of mercy or salvation; whereas he on the 
cross prays thus, after the pharisees and rulers had moved 
Pilate to crucify him, Father, forgive them; they know not 
tvhat they do: (Luke xxiii. 34.) and in this very chapter he 
promiseth one farther sign for their conviction, even that 
of his death and resurrection the third day; and farther 
saith, that he would send the Holy Spirit to convince 
them of their sin, in that they believed not on him, and 
of his righteousness. St. Peter also saith, both of the 
people and the rulers, who so importunately sued to 
Pilate that he might be crucified, 'J know ye did it zgno- 
rantly, as did also your riders. (Acts iii. 17. 19.) And then 
he calls upon them to repent, and be converted, that their 
sins may be blotted out; thereby clearly insinuating they 
had not yet committed that offence, which could not be 
forgiven. And St. Paul in the thirteenth chapter of the 
Acts tells them, he preached the gospel, and offered remis- 
sion of sins to all among them that would believe, (vcr. 32. 
39. 4G.) 

And having thus considered the nature, of this sin, I pro- 
ceed to shew the difference betwixt it, and all the blas- 
phemies which the Jews vented against our blessed Lord 
whilst he was here on earth, and why they were all pardon- 
able, or such as .might be forgiven unto men ; tvhereas the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost is here pronounced such 
as should never be forgiven. 
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It is therefore to be observed, that though the Jews still 
represented the blessed Jesus as aivinebibber and a glut- 
ton, because he used not that abstinence, and Severe diet, 
and those frequent fasts, which John and his disciples did; 
though they styled him a friend of publicans and*sinners, 
because he freely did converse with them for their good ; 
though they styled him a blasphemer, because he called 
himself the Son of Gdd; though, lastly, they crucified him, 
and pronounced him worthy of death, as a false prophet, 
and deceiver of the people : our Saviour not only promises 
pardon of these things to them who should believe after 
his resurrection, but even prays for them upon the cross, 
saying, Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they 
do. Now this he did upon these two considerations : 

First, Because the meanness of his birth and education, 
state and condition upon earth, caused many to bq offended 
at him, and indisposed them to believe such high things of 
him as that he was the Son of God, and was to be the King 
of Israel.* Thus, when they were amazed at the Divine doc- 
trine which he taught/ and the mighty miracles by which 
he had confirmed it, and thereupon inquire, Wlience is this 
wisdom given to him, and these mighty works done by him? 
the thought that he was the son of a carpenter, and of a 
poor woman called Mary, caused them to be offended at 
him: and when he represents himself as a person coming 
doivnfrom heaven, they do not believe him on the same 
account, but say, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph? 
Know we not his father and his mother? how therefore 
saith he, that I came down front heaven? (John vi.*42.) 
This, therefore, being so specious a pretence for their re- 
jecting of and not believing on him, our Saviour promiseth 
the pardon of their infidelity, till, by his resurrection, and 
the mission of the Holy Ghost/ he had quite taken off the 
force of the objection, and shewed by his return unto the 
Father, and his sitting down at the right hand of God, and 
sending of the Holy Ghost from heaven, that he was in- 
deed the Son of God. Hence is he said to be declared the 
Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, 
(Rom. i. 4.) of which, saith the apostle Peter, we art wit- 
nesses; and so is also the Holy Ghost, which he hath given 
to them that believe: (Acts v. 32.) and Christ himself de- 
clares, that when this Holy Ghost was by him sent from 
heaven, he should convince the ivorld of their sin, who be- 
lieved not in him, and of his righteousness, because he went 
unto the Father. (John xvi. 8, 9.) 

Secondly, Christ thought their case more pitiable, till 
after his resurrection and ascension, and till this mission 
of the Holy Ghost, by Teason of those prejudices which 
their whole nation had entertained against his person and 
his doctrine, and Which were not entirely removed,- till he 
had thus ascended: now they were such as these, (l.)That 
they were very well acquainted with his birth and parent- 
age; but when Christ cometh, no man can know (saith 
their tradition) whence he is. John vii. 27. (2.) That 
Elias did not come in person to usher, in his advent, ac- 
cording as it was foretold by Malachi, iv. 5. Thus when a 
voice from heaven had declared him to be the Son of God, 
in the audience of St. Peter, James, and John, they still 
object against it, the tradition of the scribes, that Elias 
must first come. (Matt. xvii. 10.) And, (8.) that they had 
got a general tradition that their Messiah was to abide for 
ever, (John xii. 34.) whereas Christ still declared, he was 



to be liftedup, and die an: ignominious death; a doctrine 
so distasteful to his own disciples, that Peter, after his 
confession that he was the Christ, rebukes our Saviour for 
it, saying, Far be it from thee; this shall not happen unto 
thee. (Matt. xvi. 22.) And though he very frequently and 
plainly told them that he? was to suffer, yet do St. Mark 
and St. Luke inform us, that they understood not this say- 
ing, and it was hidfrom them; (Luke ix. 45.) yea, that they 
understood not these things, nor knew they what was said: 
(xviii. 34.) and yet Christ's words were plain enough, only 
they could not reconcile them with their tradition, that the 
Messiah was to abide for ever, and set up a temporal king- 
dom among them. For (4.) this was (he great prejudice 
their whole nation laboured under,* that their Messiah w F as 
to come in a triumphant manner, to subdue nations under 
them, and make the Jews to lord it over all their enemies, 
and to continue this his kingdom over them for ever; their 
prophets having still represented him as a great King over 
alhnations: his own disciples were so fully possessed with 
this opinion, that after our Lord's -resurrection they pre- 
sently inquire, Wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel? (Acts i. G.) It is not therefore to be wondered, 
that this so strong and pleasing apprehension should pre- 
judice their minds against a person seemingly so mean 
and. despicable, who spake so often of his .sufferings, de- 
clared that his kingdom was not of this ivorld,. and that he 
\ came not to be ministered unto, but to minister. Now by 
our Saviour's resurrection, ascension,, and sending of the 
Holy Ghost, all these objections were fully solved, and 
all these prejudices were removed. For when our Lord 
was thus declared to be the Son of God with power, by his 
resurrection from the dead, then must they be convinced, 
that besides thathuman nature, which he received from his 
parents, he had another, according to which they knew not 
ivhence he ivas, and neither knew him nor his Father. (John 
viii. 14.19.)' When at his ascension all power in heaven and 
in earth was given to him, and he was there to reign till all 
his enemies. were made his footstool; then might they easily 
perceive,how this Messiah was to abide for ever, and toreign 
over the house of Jacob for ever. (Luke i. 33.) Hence, from 
this exaltation to the right hand of Power, St. Peter makes 
this inference, Therefore; let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly, that God hath made this Jesus, whom ye cruci- 
fied, both Lord and Christ. (Acts ii. 36.) They fromrhis 
resurrection were assured his former sufferings were well 
consistent with his kingdom; and- from his ascension into 
heaven, that his kingdom was not to be a temporal king- 
dom upon earth, but a spiritual and heavenly kingdom, 
and that he was ; to rule not over men's bodies, but their 
souls and consciences; and when they saw this kingdom 
so powerfully erected by the Holy Ghost assisting the 
apostles in the preaching of the gospel, and making nu- 
merous converts throughout the heathen world, they could 
not but discern how it was- foretold by the holy prophets, 
that he should reign over all nations: or how John the Bap- 
tist, who had pointed him out, and said, Behold] the Lamb 
of God, and Saviour of the world, and had foretold he 
should baptize them with the Holy Ghost, was that Elias, 
which was to come as his forerunner. And thus you see 
why our Saviour puts this distinction betwixt the blas- 
phemies committed against him in this state of humiliation, 
and the blasphemies committed against the Holy Ghost ho 
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promised to send down from heaven, after his exaltation to' 
the right hand of Majesty in the heavens. 

It remains to shew how the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost becomes unpardonable, and "why it was so rather 
than any sin committed against Christ whilst in the state of 
bis humiliation: now this it was upon several accounts*;', 

First, Bccauso this was the last and chicfest evidence 
which God designed to make use of, to cure the infidelity 
of thatpcrvcrso and stubborn generation, or to prevail upon 
them, and upon other nations, to believe in Christ : jn all 
the other evidences, which came before to win men to that 
faith in Christ, on which the pardon of their sins depended, 
God had still a reserve, and resolved upon some farther 
means when they had proved ineffectual. If the testimony 
of John the Baptist that he was the Christ, if the innoccn- 
cy of our Saviour's life, if the wisdom of his words, the 
heavenly nature of his doctrine, and all the miracles by 
which it was confirmed, proved ineffectual to persuade that 
perverse generation to receive and own him as their pro T 
mised Messiah ; God still resolveth, yea, he had promised 
to send this Holy Ghost, as a more powerful evidence to 
convince the world of sin,becanse they believed hot in him, and 
of the righteousness of him whom they had hitherto rejected. 
Hence, when the Holy Ghost in this miraculous manner 
had fallen. down on the apostles, and enabled them to speak 
with tongues, and prophesy ; this is that (saith St. Peter) 
which was spoken by God in those words of Joel; In the lat- 
ter days I will pour my Spirit vpon all flesh: and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy. (Acts ii. 1G, 17.) And 
again, (vcr. 38, 39.) Repent, and be baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus for the'remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the Holy Ghost: for the promise is to you and to your chil- 
dren. When therefore the apostles, being endued with this 
power from on high, had been Christ's witnesses, through- 
out Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, God 
had done all that he designed to bring men to the faith of 
Christ ; so that when many would not be persuaded by it, 
but, instead of being convinced and reclaimed, proceeded 
to slight and despise, yea, to revile and blaspheme it; 
God was unalterably resolved to strive no more with them, 
but to let them die in their sins: and therefore it is ob- 
servable, that when the Jews had thus resisted the Holy 
Ghost, contradicting and blaspheming that Holy Spirit by 
which they preached unto them, (Acts xiii, 45.) they give 
them over as desperate, and persons in whom that of the 
prophet was fulfilled, Behold, ye despisers, and perish, (vcr. 
41.) and therefore turn unto the gentiles: (vcr. 4G. xxviii. 
28.) and St. Paul represents them as persons given up to 
a spirit of slumber, and judicial blindness; (Rom.xi. 8, 9,) 
and so rejected from being any more God's church and 
people. 

And as this was the last, so was it the most powerful 
evidence : as for the working of miracles and casting out 
of devils, the heathen priests and exorcists, and many of 
the Jews, pretended to them; our Saviour also foretold of 
the false Christs and false prophets, that they should work 
signs and miracUs sufficient to seduce, if it were possible, 
the very elect; (Matt. xxiv. 24.) and the apostle, that Sa- 
tan should come among those, who received not the truth 
in the love of it, with strong delusions, and with all deceiv- 
ableness of unrighteousness, with all power, signs, and lying 
ivonders. (2Thcss. ii.8— 10.)* But yet none ever did or 



could pretend unto these inward gifts and operations of 
the Holy Ghost, such as enabled the illiterate to speak 
with all kind of unknown tongues, and to interpret the 
tongues of others, and to discern the secrets of men's 
hearts, and understand all mysteries, by an internal inspira- 
tion and illumination; and much less to confer gifts on 
others by imposition of their hands, as the apostles did : 
when, therefore, Christians saw those gifts exercised con- 
tinually in their assemblies, and daily conferred on persons 
at their baptism, they could scarce have a stronger evi- 
dence of the truth of the Christian faith, and therefore could 
not blaspheme those gifts by which it was so wonderfully 
confirmed, without the utmost degree of infidelity. And 
therefore, , 1 

Secondly, This sin is represented as unpardonable;" be- 
cause the faith of* such perverse and stubborn persons is 
impossible, they having rejected all the evidence that can 
be offered for their conviction, and all the motives that can 
be rendered to provoke them to repent of their infidelity. 
So St. Paul speaks in case of those, who, living under this 
dispensation of the Holy Ghost, did yet apostatize from 
Christianity to Judaism, or heathenism; Let us not go 
about to lay again the foundation of repentance and faith 
towards God, which were the doctrines they first preached 
to Jew and gentile; of baptism, by which believing they 
made profession of the Christian faith, and covenanted to 
perform the duties it required of them ; of imposition of 
hands of the apostles, by which they after baptism received 
the Holy Ghost; of the resurrection of the dead, which was 
the glorious promise by which all Christians were encou- 
raged to be steadfast, immoveable, and always abounding 
in the work of the Lord; and of a future judgment, by 
which they were terrified and affrighted from falling off 
from that obedience : for it is impossible (saith the apostle) 
for them who have been once enlightened, as Christians were 
in baptism (which therefore, from the. beginning of Christ- 
ianity, was called illumination, as appears from the testi- 
monies of Justin Martyr, Ircnasus, and Clemens of Alex- 
andria), and tvho have tasted of the heavenly gift, and have 
been made partakers of the Holy Ghost, which they re- 
ceived by the imposition of hands, and who have tasted of 
the good word of God, L e. have been acquainted with that 
gospel, which affords the promise of remission of sins and 
of justification here, and of a resurrection to eternal life 
hereafter, and have felt the powers. of the world to come, 
i; e. the powerful persuasions which the doctrine of a fu- 
ture judgment administers to repentance, a new life, and 
steadfast perseverance in the Christian faith ; and after all 
these engagements to persevere in the profession of it, fall 
away from it by apostacy to Judaism, or to heathenism — 
to renew them to repentance: (Ileb, vi.2 — 7.) because you 
cannot lay again any other motive or foundation to it, than 
hath been already laid; you cannot call upon them to re- 
pentance, and to faith in God, by any other arguments than 
by those miracles by which they were at first induced to 
believe ; you cannot incite them to be true to their profes- 
sion by any other engagements than those which they had 
made in baptism; yon cannot give them any higher evi- 
dence of the truth of Christianity, than that of their parti- 
cipation of the Holy Ghost ; no greater motive to continue 
steadfast in the Christian faith, than is the promise of a 
happy resurrection to eternal life; ndr propose any thing 
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more, dreadful to affright them from apostacy, than are the 
terrors of a future judgment ; and so you can* do nothing 
to renew them to repentance, which hath not been already 
ineffectually performed in order to that end. 



FIRST APPENDIX 

TO CHAP. XXIV. . A . 

CxROTIUS, in his notes on the third verse of this chap- 
ter, makes these three questions to refer to three several 
cpochas ; viz. 

1. The question, Wlien shall these things be? to the time 
of the destruction of the temple: and this, saith he, our 
Saviour answers to, ver. 23. 

2. The question concerning his napovma, or advent, to 
set up his kingdom, he refers to the time of Constantine ; 
but others, to the time of the general conversion of the 
Jews and the millennium; and of this time, say they, 
Christ speaks from the twenty-third to the thirtieth verse. 

3. The question concerning the end of the ivorld; and of 
this, saith he, Christ speaks from the thirtieth verse to the 
end of the chapter. 

I on the contrary do assert, that at least to the thirty- 
fourth verse, Christ speaks only of the destruction of the 
temple, the city, and people of Jerusalem, and of the 
Jewish nation. 

Now, that the iragovaia, or advent of the Son of man, be- 
longs not to his coming to destroy Jerusalem, but to an- 
other coming of this Son of man to set up his kingdom, he 
proves; because the words here, from ver. 22. to 27. are 
like those in which our Lord speaks of his* kingdom, Luke 
xvii. 22. to the end : but that Christ there, from ver. 22. to 
the end, is speaking of the time when the Jews should be 
in great distress by, the Roman army; and shonld perish by 
it, and when Christ should come to execute his vengeance 
on them, is exceeding evident from the words, and is there 
also confessed by Grotitis. For, say St. Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, When you shall see Jerusalem cbinp&ssed about 
with armies, let him that is on the housetop not come down 
to take any thing out of his house ; nor let him that is in the 
field, &c. for these are the days of vengeance. And the 
words of the same St. Luke, xvii. 31. run thus; On that 
day, he that is on the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let 
him not come down to take it away ; and likewise he that is 
in the field. Who sees not now, that that day, Luke xvii. 
is the same with the days of vengeance, chap, xxi.? Now 
this one observation confounds all these several cpochas, 
into which some have divided this chapter. For, 

First, Hence it appears, that the time when they should 
say, See here 3 and see there is the Son of man, Luke xvii. 
23, 23. ttt'z. hethat is to deliver Israel, Luke xxi\. 21. tosave 
them from their enemies, Luke i. 71.74. is the very time pre- 
ceding the destruction of the Jewish nation. For, when 
those days of tribulation come upon them, saith St. Mark, 
xiii. 10.21. St. Matthew, xxiv. 21. 23, 2G. then shall they say 
to you, Lo, here is Christ, and there is Christ. And this is 
still more evident from Matt. xxiv. 26. when they shall say, 
Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: for this they often 
said before their destruction. (See the note there.) 

vol. v. 



Secondly, Hence it must follow, that the false Clirists and 
false prophets mentioned Matt. xxiv. 24. must also be con- ' 
temporary with the times of, tribulation preceding that de- 
struction, and that they must rise up as false Clirists, by 
pretending to deliver Israel ; and as false prophets, by de- 
claring to them salvation as from God ; for the appearance 
of these very persons to deceive, is given as the reason 
why they should not follow, or believe them, who said, Lo, 
Christ is here; or, Lo, he is there. (Matt. xxiv. 23, 24. 
Mark xiii. 21, 22.) \ 

Thirdly, Hence it appears, that the wapovGia, coming of 
the Son of man like lightning, must be at the same time ; 
not only because it is given in St. Matthew as a reason 
why Christ was' not then to be looked for in deserts, or in 
secret chambers ; and, Luke xvii. 24. as a reason why they 
should not follow them, who would then say, See } he is here; 
or, See, he is there ; but also, because St. Matthew assigns 
this as the reason of that conspicuous appearance, that 
wherever the body (of the Jews, the caTcass) is, there would 
the eagles (i. e. the Roman army) be gathered together, to ; 
prey upon and to destroy them. 

* Fourthly, Hence it appears, that when it is said, Matt. 
xxiv. 37 — 39. As it was in the days of Noe, so also shall 
the coming of the Son of man be: this also must refer to 
the same time, though these words may also refer to the 
day of judgment, and be then accomplished ; for the same 
words, Luke xvii. 26, 27. are mentioned by Christ; and 
then it follows, In that day (viz. of his coming) he that is 
on the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come 
down to take it away ; which, as we have proved, respects 
the time preceding the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Fifthly, Henco it appears, that the words following in 
St. Matthew, ver. 40, 41. Then shall hvo be in the field, two 
grinding in the mill, the one shall be taken, and jthe other 
left, refer to the same time also, as well as to the day of 
judgment : for when Christ had said these words to his dis- 
ciples, Luke xvii. 35, 36. they inquire, Where, Lord, shall 
this be ? And he answers, That wherever the body is, thither 
shall the eagles be gathered together, which, as is proved 
already, refers to the same time. 

Hence then it is manifest, there can be no such interval 
in this prophecy as some imagine, viz.* an interval of abovo 
seventeen hundred years betwixt what is spoken of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem ; to ver. 23. and what is spoken of 
the millennium from thence to ver. 30. 

Arg.2. Moreover, that what is assigned as a second 
epocha to follow the first, according to Grotius, three or 
four hundred years after ; and, according to others, almost 
seventeen hundred years after, was indeed to happen in, 
or about the first period, is evident from most passages 
recorded from yer. 23. to 34. ; Of the twenty-third, twenty- 
sixth, twenty-seventh, and twenty-eighth verses, this hath 
been proved already. 

. That these words, ver. 24. For there shall arise false 
Clirists and false prophets, belong to the same period, as 
it hath been proved already from the connective particle, 
for; which shews this verse is introduced as a reason of 
what was said in the foregoing verse : so also is it proved 
from the words following, ver. 25. Behold, J have told you. 
before, viz. ver. 5. by saying, Matty shall come in my name 
(i. e. as false pretenders to be the Christ, and that Prophet 
which should come into the world), and shall deceive many ; 

2i ; 
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which words undoubtedly belong to the first interval. So 
when St. Mark had introduced Christ speaking the same 
words, ver. 22. ho adds, ver. 23. See to it; behold, I have 
foretold you all things, viz. all that related to these per- 
sons, vcr.G. and therefore. St. Luke having given us Christ's 
word thus, xxi. 8. Ifany shall come in my name, saying, J 
am Christ, and the time draiveth near; he adds those words, 
Go not after them: which are the same in sense with those 
that go before, and follow in St. Matthew, Believe them 
not; and upon that account he doth not at all repeat those 
words, as do St. Matthew and St. Mark. 

Secondly, St. Mark saith, vcr. 24. in those days, after 
this tribulation, (mentioned ver. 19.) the sun shall be dark- 
enedt; it shall be thus immediately after this tribulation, 
saith St. Matthew, ver. 29. Now, can that which was not 
to happen till seventeen hundred years after this tribula- 
tion, be said to happen either immediately after that tribu- 
lation, or in those days ? 

Thirdly, They both go on, and say, And then shall ap- 
pear the sign of the Son of man corning in the clgnds, viz. 
in those days, and immediately after that tribulation; Matt. 
xxiv. 30. Then shall they see the Son of man coming in 
clouds with power and great glory, surely not seventeen 
hundred years after the destruction of Jerusalem: for, why 
then did our Saviour say to them that crucified him air 
apn, Within a little while shall ye see the Son of man com- 
ing in the clouds? (Matt. xxvi. 64.) 

Fourthly, The thirty-first verse following thus in St. Mat- 
thew, And he shall send; and in St. Mark thus, ml totz, And. 
then he shall send his angels, and shall gather his elect ; shew 
evidently, .that the gathering of the elect there mentioned 
must happen then. 

Fifthly, The thirty-third verse follows thus, Wlxen all 
these things shall come to pass, then know ye on lyyvg Itm, 
that it is near. Now these words, if they be rightly.ren- 
dered by our translation, it is near, do necessarily refer to 
the destruction of Jerusalem, mentioned Luke xxi. If they 
refer to the coming of the Son of man, as is more pro- 
bable from the words of St. Paul, Phil. iv. 5. 6 Kvpiog 
lyyvg, The Lord is at hand; and of St. James, v. 7 — 9. 
Tlie coming of the Lord riyyiKz, is at hand, and the Judge 
standeth at the door ; they also must refer to the coming 
of the Son of man to the destruction of Jerusalem, as they 
do in St. James, v. 7. (see the note there); and as we 
have proved the coming of the Son of man doth in the fore- 
going places of this chapter, and in St. Luke, chap. xvii. 
And this is still more evident from the variation of the 
phrase in St. Luke, Lift up your heads, for the kingdom of 
God draweth nigh; for as this, being given as an encou- 
ragement to Christ's disciples then to persevere under 
these tribulations, and to possess their souls in patience, 
must respect those of that generation, and not th6se 
Christians which were to live above seventeen hundred 
years after; so the kingdom of God, mentioned by St. 
Luke, enforceth the same sense, since Christ, in all these 
three evangelists, had told them, There were some then 
alive that should not taste of death till they saw the Son of 
man coming in his kingdom ; (Matt. xvi. 28.) or, till they saw 
the kingdom of Gdd coming in power. (Mark ix. 1. Luke 
ix. 27.) 

Lastly, Our Saviour adds, ver. 34. This generation shall 
not pass away till all these things be fulfilled ; which shews 



that this relates to that which w r as to be done in that age : 
for this generation, saith Grotius, is " ejus oetatis ho- 
mines," the men of his age, as. hath been fully proved 
there; and this, saith he, Christ spake, " Templum ostcn- 
deus," shelving them the temple ; and surely then he spake 
this of the destruction of the temple. 

Obj. 1. But against this opinion it is objected, first, That 
these words of St. Matthew, Tlien shall all the tribes of 
the earth (or land) mourn, and then shall they see the Son 
of man coming in the clouds of heaven withpowcr and great 
glory, cannot relate to the destruction of Jerusalem, be- 
cause St. John, who writ his prophecy long after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, saith thus, Rev. i. 7. Behold, he 
comes with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they 
tvho pierced him: and all the tribes of the earth shall weep 
because of him. 

A?is But to this objection Grotius himself gives a suffi- 
cient answer, by saying, " Novum non .est cadem verba, 
praesertim ex prophetis petita, diversis rebus aptari;" It is 
no unusual thing to, adapt the same words taken from the 
propltets, as these are from Zech. xii.12. to divers events, 
especially when they respect the same subject, and relate to 
the same people. Now, after the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, in the eighteenth of Trajan, the Jews became sedi- 
tious again in Libya, Cyrenc, Egypt, Alexandria, Mesopo- 
tamia, and that war extinguished iroWac fxvptaSag 'IouSafwv, 
many myriads of Jews: (Euseb. H.Eccl. lib.iv. cap. 12.) 
and after that, from the sixteenth to the eighteenth of Ha- 
drian, they rebel again ; and then an innumerable multitude 
of men, .women, .and children, perished with Barchoche- 
bas their leader ; and they are utterly suppressed, and from 
thenceforth not permitted to see Jerusalem, (cap. G.) And 
had not St. John, seeing these things by the spirit of pro- 
phecy, sufficient occasion, upon these accounts, to adapt 
these words of Zachary to the like calamities befalling the 
same persons? 

Obj. 2. St. Matthew and St. Mark say, Of that day and 
hour knoweth no man ; no, not the angels of heaven, nor 
the Son, but the Father only: (Matt. xxiv. 36. Mark xiii. 
32.) which seems.not to be true of the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, foretold so punctually by Daniel, but only of the 
day of judgment, of which the ancients did generally inter- 
pret these words. 

Ans. About the time to which these words refer, I shall 
not much contend; for the preceding words being these, 
heaven and earth shall pass away, these words may bear 
this sense, But of the time when heaven and earth shall 
pass away, knoweth no man : and therefore in the para- 
phrase I have so interpreted the following words, as to 
relate to both these times; the destruction of the Jewish 
nation being an argument and a symbol of the general 
judgment. • 



APPENDIX 

IN ANSWER TO MR. WHISTON'S DISSERTATION ON 
MATTHEW XXIV. 



J\j[ Y notes upon the twenty-fourth chapter of St. Matthew, 
and my appendix to that chapter, seem to me to depend upon 
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such solid* and strong reasons, that Mr. Whiston durst not 
fortnally attack, and so they need no defence against his 
dissertation on that subject; yet, because he seems to 
have made a shift to evade some few things there said, I 
shall first propound the difference in this matter betwixt 
his sentiments and mine, and then consider his several ob- 
servations, and shew there is no strength in them, either to 
confirm his own opinion, or to invalidate the arguments 
which I and Dr. Hammond have produced against it. 
And, 

First, He delivers his opinion thus: "That the question 
which gave occasion to this discourse is double, or really 
two distinct questions; viz. the one, WJien these brave 
buildings of the temple tuere to be destroyed? the second, 
Wliat should be the sign of his coming to judgment, and of 
the end of the world?' I, on the contrary, have asserted, 
and proved by three arguments; that the question is indeed 
but one, and concerns only the destruction of the people, 
and the temple, and the polity of the Jews, and the signs 
when this was to happen. 

That two distinct questions are offered to our Saviour, 
he proves from the account given of them by St Matthew, 
whose first question, Tell us when these things shall be? re- 
lates to the destruction of the buildings of the temple ; his 
second, Wliat shall be the Sign of thy coming, and of the 
end of the age? relates, as Mr. Whiston thinks, to the signs 
and tokens of Christ's coming to judgment, and of the end 
of the world. To which I answer, That there be indeed 
two questions in St. Matthew, but then they both relate to 
the same thing ; viz. when these things should happen to 
the people and temple of the Jews, (Luko xiii. 34, 35.xix. 
43, 44.) and what signs should precede or accompany that 
desolation : for, 

Arg. 1. First, though the words of St. Matthew are 
larger than the words of the other evangelists, yet, being 
all inspired persons, they cannot contradict or thwart each 
other. Now St. Luke saith expressly, xxi. 7. that the 
question of the disciples were these two; When shall these 
things be, and what is the sign when they shall come to pass ? 
St. Mark, xiii. 4. saith as expressly they were these; Tell 
us when these things shall be, teal tI rb ar\jiziov orav jucXAy 7rav- 
ra ravra avvrzktiaSai, and what is the sign when all these 
things shall come to pass ? Seeing then that Mr. Whiston* 
grants, that ravra, ravra rtavra, these things, and all these 
things, refer particularly to the buildings of the temple, 
which are to be destroyed in that age, without any rela- 
tion to the day of judgment, and the signs thereof: and 
seeing both St. Mark and St. Luke expressly say, that the 
second inquiry was when iravra ravra, all these things were 
to come to pass, or awrtkuaSat, to be consummated, it is 
evident they must either contradict St. Matthew, in saying 
this was the second inquiry of the disciples, or else their 
second inquiry in St. Matthew must relate to the same 
thing, to wit, to the destruction of the people and the. 
temple of the Jews. 

Arg. 2. My second argument, for confirmation of my 
opinion, is this : Christ so answers to the questions, touch- 
ing the signs of his coming, as manifestly to shew they 
were contemporary with the desolation of the people, 
polity, and temple of Jerusalem, saying, ver. 27. As the 
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lightning cometh from the east and shineth to the west, so ' 
shall t) irapovma the coming^ of the Son of man be, Matt. 
xxiv. 27. for, ver. 28. where the carcass (i. e. the Jewish 
people) is, there shall the eagles be gathered together; i. e. 
the Roman army, whose ensign is the eagle : so that the 
coming of that army to destroy them, and the coming of 
the Son of man, must be contemporary. And again, ver, 
37 — 39. As it was in the days of Noe, so shall n irapovaia 
the coming of the Son of man be: for two shall be in the 
field, two grinding in the mill, the one shall be taken, and 
the other left, ver. 40, 41. which words are followed in 
St. Luke with these, Where the carcass is, there shall the 
eagles be gathered together, xvii. 34. 

Now to this Mr. Whiston replies only by this sorry shift, 
that the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth verses in St. 
Matthew are misplaced, and belong to their fellows, ver. 
37. of the same chapter; which if men may say at plea-* 
sure, all certainty from the connexion of the words in 
Scripture is destroyed. 

Secondly, Why doth he say that they are placed here 
here without any visible connexion? when the connexion 
runs so clearly thus, Hearken not io them who say that 
Christ is in the secret chambers, for the coming of the Son 
of man will not be secret and obscure, but bright as the 
lightning, &c. 

Thirdly, The same words in St. Matthew follow the same 
words, Luke xvii. 27. as will be evidently comparing 
Matt. xxiv. 23. with Luke xvii. 23. and /# %i\0tire, Matt. 
xxiv. 26. with ^ a7rlA0rjre, Luke xvii. 23. so that if the 
words of Christ be not misplaced there, they cannot be 
misplaced here. 

And, fourthly, place them where you will, the argument 
hath still the same force to prove that the coming of the 
So7i of man must be contemporary with the coming of the 
lloman army to destroy the people of Jerusalem; this being 
given as the reason why the coming of the Son of man 
should be so conspicuous, that where the Jews were, there 
should the Roman army be gathered together to destroy 
them. 

Arg. 3. My third argument is this: By comparing the 
words of Christ elsewhere, with those contained in these 
three evangelists, this will be farther evident; for Christ 
saith, Mark ix. 7. Tliere be some standing here, who shall 
not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming-in his 
kingdom; and, Matt. xxvi. 62. Within a while ye shall see 
the Son of man sitting at the right hand of Power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven. When therefore it is said, 
Matt. xxiv. 30. Mark xiii. 26. Luke xxi. 27. Ye shall see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with great 
power and glory; this advent must be whilst some were 
living that then stood by Christ, and within a while, and so* 
not at the end of the world. 

Now in reply to this, behold a notable criticism, viz. the 
word in all these places is not iraplhv, but ip^ojuevoc, not 
present, but coming; and what then? Will he not be irapwv 
present, when he is come in his kingdom? Will not his 
7rapiXtvmg be iraoovvia, his advent be his coming? But, saith 
Mr. Whiston, no example can be given out of this dis- 
course, of the using the word irapovaia in any other sense, 
but of the presence and appearance of Christ at the last 
day. I answer, 

First, Let him produce examples of Christ's coming in 
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the clouds of heaven in power and great glory ; and I 
will undertake to prove his iragovaia used in another sense 
elsewhere. 

Secondly, I have proved already, that it is used of 
Christ's coining to destroy tho people of the Jews, Matt, 
xxiv. 27. Luke xvii. 24. I have proved also, that it must 
bear this sense, when St. James speaks twice of thcirapov- 
cia tov Kvptov, coming of the Lord, v. 7, 8.* And when I 
come to vindicate my interpretation of 2 Thess. ii. I shall 
prove that it bears the same sense there, ver. S. And, 
; Thirdly, St. Mark, ix. 1. brings in Christ speaking thus: 
Verily, I say unto you, There be some standing here, who 
shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God 
come in power; and St. Luke, ix. 27. I say to you of a 
truth, There be some standing here, who shall not taste of 
death, till they see the kingdom of God come. Whence it is 
evident, that kingdom must come, while some of that age 
were living: when then the same St. Luko saith, xxi. 34. 
IVJien you see these things come to pass, know that the king- 
dom of God is near; if he speaks of the same kingdom of 
God/ then must that also come in the same age; if of the 
day of judgment, why doth he immediately add, Verily I 
say tinto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all 
these things be fulfilled? which words, saith Mr. Winston, 
have no relation to the day of judgment, p. 292. 

That owrAcm tov alwvog signifies the end of the world, he 
attempts to prove from the signification of the word. But, 

First, It appears from St. Mark, that what in St. Matthew 
is arjuztov avvTtXeiag tov altovog, the sign of the end of the age, 
is the same with what is the sign, bWav fxlXXy ttAvtu Tavra 
avvTeXeiaSm, when all these things shall be accomplished: 
and that it is the same with the end of the Jewish state,* 
appears from the whole thread of our Lord's answer. For 
to this inquiry he answers, Matt. xxiv. 6. Mark xiii. 7. 
Luke xxi. 9. You shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, 
a\X ovnu) curt to HXog, but the end (you inquire after) is 
not yet; and, ver. 13. 'fie that endureth, ug tIXoc, to the end 
shall be saved; and, ver. 14. the gospel shall be preached, 
lv oXy ry olicovuivy, through the whole Rpman empire, teal 
tote ffci to TlXog, and then shall the end come ; that is, 1} ign- 
fiwatg avri}g, the desolation of Jerusalem. (Luke xxi. 20.) Now 
the gospel was preached thus throughout the world, saith 
St. Paul, Col. i. 6. 23. about eight years before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. Till, then, Mr. Whiston can find any 
other end mentioned by the apostles, to which our Lord 
returns this answer, he must be forced to grant, that this is 
an answer to their question, irtp\ tT/c auvTtXeiag tov alwvog, 
i. o. concerning the end of the age they inquired after. 
Moreover, when the apostle says, that Christ appeared, IttX 
tij avvTsXetq twv ai&vuv, at tlie consummation of ages, to take 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself Hob. ix. 26. and then 
adds, that he shall come, k SevHnov, a second time without 
a sacrifice for sin, for the salvation of them that expect 
him: must not the avweXet^ t&v alwvwv, at the end of ages, 
signify a time as distinct from the day of judgment, as was 
our Lords passion from that day which is yet to come? 
and, lastly, why is he thus confident, when he hath not re- 
turned one word of answer, either to Dr. Hammond, on 
this chapter, note,t or to Dr. Lightfoot, on the place? 
Secondly, Moreover, Mr. Whiston owns that " the apo- 



* See lhe nole there. 



t See nbore, xxir. 40. 



sties looked upon these two questions as belonging to ihc 
same time ; and imagined that our Saviour would not de- 
stroy Jerusalem, and its temple, till he came to put an end 
to the present state of the world, at the day of judgment ; 
and this (saith he) appears by the words of the question, 
set down in St. Mark and St. Luke, which evidently shew, 
that they did not distinguish them in their own thoughts, 
but looked upon them as coincident." Now though it doth 
not follow hence, that these things really were coincident; 
yet it doth follow that, to inform them of the time and signs 
of the destruction of Jerusalem, was all our Saviour had 
to say, in satisfaction to their question ; for surely he an- 
swers fully, who answers to all that they intended to in- 
quire after. Add to this, that it neither is tior can be 
proved, that Christ in these three chapters gives any one 
sign of the coming of the day of judgment; for the signs 
ho mentions, evidently relate to ihc SXtytg, or affliction of 
the Jews, and are immediately connected with them, as will 
instantly be proved : it is therefore certain, that in these 
chapters Christ doth not answer to this question, Wliat is 
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the age, in Mr. 
Whiston's .sense. . 

Thirdly, *Th6ugh he is very confident that the Jews had 
no notion of any age to succeed after that of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem; yet, seeing their evangelical prophet 
speaketh of Christ as of the father, tov utXXovrog aluvog, 
of the age to come, Isa. ix. 7. : seeing St. Paul, in his Epis- 
tle to them, speaketh of an oIkovuevi) uiXXovaa, a ivorld to 
come, ii. 5. : seeing the prediction of their renowned Elias 
runneth thus, That as there were two thousand years, to-hu y 
or before the law, so should there be two thousand years of 
continuancq of the law, and two thousand years of the 
Messiah; and St. Paul saith, in allusion to these three ages, 
That upon the Christians of his time were come, tu t&t; twv 
alwviov, the end of the ages; (1 Cor. x. 11.) and that Christ 
had appeared Inl ovvTtXdq twv alwvwv, at the end of the 
ages, to take away sin by the sacrifice of himself : (Heb. ix. 
26.) and seeing the Jewish writers spake so frequently of 
a holam habba, and vetter, or an age future and to come 
in the days of the Messiah; — why might not the apostles 
speak in their own phrase of the consummation of the 
Jewish age ? 

The second thing in which we differ is this, That he as- 
serts that only what occurs in this chapter, from the fourth 
to the twenty-eighth verse, is to be expounded of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem; whereas I assert, that from thence 
to the thirty-fifth, and probably to the forty-third verse, all 
is to be expounded of the destruction of the temple, polity, 
and people of the Jews, and of the signs and occurrences 
relating to that destruction. 

Now here let it be noted, that if tho discourse in St. 
Matthew concerning the destruction of Jerusalem ends at 
the twenty-eighth verse, it must end in St. Mark at the 
twenty-third, and in St. Luke at the twenty-fourth verso; 
because the twenty-fifth verse in St. Luke, and the twenty- 
fourth in St. Mark, answer directly to the twenty-ninth in 
St. Matthew. Now against this I have made a particular 
dissertation in my appendix to Matt. xxiv. to which Mr. 
Whiston hath not returned one word of answer: to which 
I add, that the arguments produced against his opinion 
in the notes on that chapter, seem to be demonstrative, 
especially these two. 
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First, TI16 argument taken from the plain connexion of 
Ihe words following, ver. 29. with the words preceding, 
which, saith Mr. Winston, every body will allow are to be 
expounded of the destruction of Jerusalem : for St. Mat- 
thew having said, ver. 21. that then there shall be SXtyig 
tizyaXr), great tribulation; adds, ver. 39. that svQlwg jxtra 
rnv GXtytv twv rijitguv kti'vwv, immediately after the tribula- 
tion of those days, the sun shall be darkened, &c. And St. 
Mark, having spoken of this SXtytg, tribulation, that should 
happen in those days, ver. 19. saith, ver. 24. that lv kct- 
vaig rdig fifiipatg, in those days, after this tribulation, the 
sun shall be darkened,. &c. St. Luke saith, ver. 23. Woe 
to them that are with child,- and give suck in those days; 
for (in those days) there shall be great affliction and wrath 
upon that people; and they shall fall by the edge of the 
sword. And, ver. 25. (In those days) there shall be signs 
in the sun, and in the moon, &ei St. Matthew goes on, 
and says, veT. 30. kol totb, and then (i.e. immediately after 
that affliction) the Son of man shall appear in the hea- 
vens. St. Mark says, ver. 26. kq\ totz, and then (in those 
days of tribulation) shall they see the Son of man coming 
in the clouds with power and great glory. St. Luke, ver. 
27. saith, that t6tz then shall they see the So7i of man com- 
ing, &c. Is it not therefore evident to a demonstration, 
that all these things which Mir. Whiston refers to the day 
of judgment, were to happen immediately after that tri- 
bulation, and not almost two thousand years after it? 
St. Mark adds, ver. 27. totb airoaTtku, then shall he send 
his angels to gather his elect, &c. plainly connecting the 
sending of them with that time, and so demonstrating that 
the same words, Matt. xxiv. 31. must belong also to that 
time. Moreover, our blessed Saviour saith to the Jewish 
Sanhedrin, Matt. xxvi. 64. air apn, within a while: and 
in St. Luke, xxii. 69. airb tov vvv,from this time shall ye see 
the Son of man sitting at the right hand of Power, and com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven; which assures us that the like 
words mentioned in all these chapters of the three evan- 
gelists, cannot relate to his coming at the day of judgment, 
but only to his coming at or about the time of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. Now from these things we may easily 
discern the inconsistency of Mr. Whiston's sense of the 
words of St. Luke, xxi. 24. Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
till the times of the gentiles be fulfilled, kq\ tarai trr>/«7a, and 
there shall be signs in the sun; viz. that the fulness of the 
gentiles was to come in before these things should happen: 
for he doth not say, that/itra ttjv irXnpwatv twv ISv&v, after 
the fulness of the gentiles is come in, there shall be signs; 
but, that there shall be in those days signs ; and that then 
shall they see the coming of the Son of man in the clouds; 
which, as it is proved, cannot relate unto Christ's second 
coming. 

Secondly, My second argument is this, That after our 
Lord had spoken of all those things, which, Mr. Whiston 
saith, relate unto the day of judgment, he adds these words, 
ver. 34. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass 
away, till all these things (beforementioned) be fulfilled. 
Where it is observable, that these words, in all the three 
evangelists, follow the words, which, Mr. Whiston saith, are 
spoken of the day of judgment: whence it is evident, that 
they cannot relate only to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
unless all the things mentioned before relate to that period, 
or to some season, which was to follow in that very age; 



for otherwise, to make our Saviour, after he had said so 
many things relating to the day of judgment, add with an 
asseveration, Verily I say unto you, This' generation shall 
not pass away, till all these things are fulfilled^ is to make 
him aver, with an asseveration, a manifest untruth; and 
surely that interpretation must be false, which gives the lie 
unto our Saviour. And, indeed, his paraphrase on these 
words,* " I have given you the signs of the desolation of 
Jerusalem ; but as for your other question about the time 
and signs of the great and genera] judgment, do not think 
to confound them with the other:" that I confidently say is 
not a paraphrase upon any words of the evangelists, but a 
plain addition to the text, and the pure invention* of .the 
brain. I proceed now to answer what Mr. Whiston offers 
to the contrary. And, 

First, Whereas he observes,f " That in that part of the 
discourse which belongs to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
our Lord still speaks in the plural ; but in that part of it 
which directly belongs to the day of judgment, the second 
person plural is not once used :"• 

The falsehood of this observation appears from Matt. 
xxiv. 32. dirb Si rfjc owrjc /ia0m, learn aparablefrom thefig* 
tree: and, ver. 33. ovtm ica\ ifiug, even so ye: so Mark xiii. 
28, 29. and Luke xxi. after the evangelist had said, vct. 27." 
Then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds; He 
adds, and when these things come to pass, avaKv^pare^al lirqpar* 
Tag* Kt<t>a\ag vfiwv, look up, and lift up your heads, because 
your redemption dratveth nigh: and then follows the parable 
of the fig-tree in the plural number. But, saith Mr. Whiston 
here, our Saviour returns to caution them about the, obser- 
vation of the signs before the destruction of Jerusalem ; so 
apparently doth he beg the question, that between him and 
us being only this, Whether our Lord, in the intermediate 
words, from ver. 28. to 33. speaks of the day of judgment, 
or of the destruction of Jerusalem ; and so indecently doth 
he make our Saviotir, without any intimation, leap front 
one thing to another. In fine, if the preceding words relate 
to the day of judgment, the parablo of the fig-tree must re-r 
late to the same time, as the connexion shews: for both, in 
St. Matthew and St. Mark, after these words, Then shall he 
send his angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 
which are the words most likely to refer to the day of 
judgment; immediately follow these words, aV6 Si crvKrjg, 
therefore from the fig-tree learn a parable. Indeed the 
whole of this doughty observation comes at last only to 
this ; That there be three verses in which Christ speaks not 
in the plural number, from ver. 28. to 32. exclusively/ And 
for this rare invention I return him this; That there be five 
verses, viz. from 9. to 15. in which he doth the like : Mr. 
Whiston, therefore, hath only the glory of being an in- 
ventor of an observation manifestly false, and not worth a 
rush were it as true as the gospel. 

His second observation is like unto tho first; viz." That 
in all this discourse our Saviour useth different numbers of 
the nouns, when he speaks of the desolation of Jerusalem, 
and of the miseries of .the Jews, either antecedent or conse- 
quent, and when he speaketh of the day of judgment. In 
the former case, he always styles them the days of ven- 
geance, in the plural; but in the latter, he speaks only of 
one great day, and one great hour, which in the phrase of 
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the Jews, and ours ever since, have been confined to the 
end of tlio world and the day of judgment." 

Ans. I am not willing to spoil the good man's observa- 
tions ; yet, first, I must tell him, that I doubt the truth of his 
first observation, that the great day and hour, both in tho 
phrase of the Jews, and of us Christians, have been still 
confined to tho end of the world and the day of judgment. 
For, Joel ii. 81. v/xlpa tou Kuofou »j fxtyaXn teal Im^avrj^ the 
great and terrible day of the Lord is mentioned ; and this 
St. Peter plainly interprets of the day of Christ's first com- 
ing, Acts ii. 20. The prophet Malachi, iii. 1. speaks of a 
messenger to be sent to prepare tho way of the Lord, and 
of the Lord's coming after him to his temple ; and then in- 
quires, vcr. 2. Who shall abide the day of his coming ? And 
who shall stand when he appeareth? Which verse, saith 
Dr. Pocock, relates to the destruction of the country, city, 
and temple of Jerusalem by the Romans, about the seven- 
tieth year of Christ: and, iv. 5. he adds, Behold, I will 
send you. Elijah the prophet, irpiv l\0iiv rr/v bfilpav Kv- 
(>fou tt)v fxeyakriv koI iinfyavri, before the great and terrible 
day of the Lordcometh: which, again, the doctor under- 
stands of that coming of Christ against the nation of the 
Jews, which ended in the destruction of the unbelievers 
among them : and, ver. 1. Behold (saith he), the day cometh, 
that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, and all that 
do wickedly, shall be as the stubble; and the day that 
cometh shall bum them tip: which, saith Dr. Pocock, is a 
description of the final judgment of the Jews, and can be 
applied to the day of judgment only by way of accommo- 
dation. For, to the nation of the Jews did Malachi then 
speak, as a messenger peculiarly sent to them, to reproves 
them for their sins, and to declare to them such things as 
concerned them, and not immediately such things as were 
common to the whole world. 

And this, I hope, may be sufficient to shew him that, in 
the phrase of the Jews, one day, even of the Lord's coming, 
is not confined to the end of the world and the day of judg- 
ment. Nor, 

Secondly, Is it so in the New Testament: for thus our 
Saviour speaks ; Verily I say unto you, That the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and they that hear shall live: for that those 
words cannot be meant of the day of judgment, is proved 
in the note there. So Rom. xiii. 11. This do, ilSoregon wpa, 
knowing that now is the hour to awake out of our sleep; 
which I suppose Mr. Winston docs not interpret thus, 
knowing now is the day of judgment. 

Again ; It is not true, that when Christ speaks of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, he always speaks of it in tho plural 
number; for he speaks twice of it in the singular number, 
Luko xvii. 24. So also shall be the coming of the Soil of man 
in his day; ver. 30. So shall it be, tv y vnipq, in that day, 
when the Son of man is revealed; and, ver. 31. iv IkiIv^ rr) 
vfxipy, in that day, he that is upon the house, and htith his 
stuff in his house, let him not descend to take it away: 
which words answer to Matt. xxiv. 17, 18. and therefore 
by Mr. Whiston's confession must relate to the destruction 
of Jerusalem. 

Lastly, It is not true, according to Mr. Whiston's opi- 
nion, that our Lord always speaks of the day of judgment 
in the singular number. For St. Luke saith, xvii. 26. As it 
was in the days ofNoe so shall it be, tv-ratc fit*(p<uQ> in the 



days of the Son of man; w r hich words exactly answer to 
those in Matt. xxiv. 37. As it was in the days of Noe, 
ovrwc corai i; irapovaia, so shall be the coming of the Son of 
man; which, saith Mr. Winston, must be spoken of the day 
of judgment: and, Mark xiii. 24. iv Ikiivclic ratg fifiipaig, In 
those days shall the sun be darkened, &c. which words, saith 
he,* I do interpret of the day of judgment; though indeed 
he doth it without tho least shadow of reason : for the same 
or more tragical expressions being used of the destruction 
of the land of Babylon, Isa. xiii. 9, 10. of the Idumcans, 
Isa. xxxiv. 3, 4. of Sennacherib and his people, Isa. Ii. 6. 
of the destruction of Egypt, Ezek. xxxvii. 7. and that in 
words as plain, and free from mystical expressions, as the 
words of Christ; and this very destruction being for6told by 
Joel, in the very words of Christ, ii. 31. iii. 15. why should 
not that tribulation, which, saith our Lord, was such as was 
not from the beginning of the world to that time, nor ever 
should be after, (Matt. xxiv. 21.) bo represented in the like 
tragical expressions ? In fine, his observation is also on 
this account impertinent ; that where that day and hour 
occur, we allow that the words may bo interpreted of the 
day of judgment; though whosoever seriously considers 
Matt. xxiv. from ver. 37. to 42. and Luko xxi. 34 — 36. will 
see cause to think, that they primarily refer to the desola- 
tion of the Jewish nation. • 

We also grant, that the latter part of the twenty-fourth 
chapter of St. Matthew, and the whole twenty-fifth, belong 
to the day of judgment. But then note, 

First, That Dr. Lightfootf vefy prdbably conjectures; 
that the discourse of Christ upon this subject ended at ver. 
42. or 44. as in St. Mark and St. Luke it doth; and that the 
words following were, as St. Luke places them, xii. 29. 
spoken at another time, and upon another occasion, though, * 
because they also well accord with this place and this oc- 
casion, and do there, -as well as here, follow the exhorta- 
tion given ver. 43. St. Matthew hath added them to this 
chapter. 

Secondly, This dreadful judginbrit of God upon the 
wicked, unbelieving, and impenitent Jews, being the most 
signal preludium to, and lively emblem and example of, 
God's dealing with the like sinners at the great day, and a 
full proof of that final judgment which shall be upon all 
the enemies of Christ's kingdom ; it is no wonder, that our 
Lord immediately passes from it to a discourse on that 
day; it being his usual manner, upon occasion offered, to 
advance to a discourse on matters of the highest moment. 



APPENDIX 

TO CHAP. XXVI. 
In answer to an objection of Crcllius against Christ's satisfaction. 



X HE great objection which Crcllius makes against 
Christ's satisfaction, is to this effect, That the death Christ 
suffered for our sins, was only temporal; the punishment 
w r e deserved, and therefore should have suffered in our 
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persons for them, was eternal death : Christ therefore did 
not suffer the punishment of our iniquities, because he did 
not suffer an eternal punishment. To this I answer, 

Arts. 1. By confession, that our Lord did not suffer the 
torments which the damned shall hereafter suffer ; for that 
in the midst of all his agonies, he lay not under any des- 
peration, or under any sense of the anger or indignation of 
God against him, is evident from what hath been discoursed 
on ver. 3S. of this chapter. 

2. It also is confessed, that he could not suffer death 
eternal, or eternal punishments; for his sufferings and death 
lasted not three days : to say, he suffered these punishments 
intensively, is (1.) to speak improperly, seeing eternity 
applied to punishments plainly respecteth the duration, not 
the intention of them. (2.) It is certain, our Lord suffered 
only in his human nature; now that was not capable of 
such intensive punishments as could be equal to the eternal 
punishment of the whole world, for which he died : nor can 
the dignity of the person be considered here; for though 
that makes the sufferings more valuable, it doth not make 
them either more durable, or more intense; seeing a pea- 
sant suffers as much, and as long, by hanging on a cross, 
as doth a prince. And (3.) wherein did he suffer such 
intensive punishments as could be any way equivalent to 
the eternal torments of the -damned ? Not in his soul; for, 
could that soul which knew no sin, lie under remorse of 
conscience for any thing that he had done? Could the 
worm that never dies, lodge in his sacred breast? Could 
he who, for the joy that tvas set before him, endured the 
cross, lie under any sense of God's unchangeable displea- 
sure? Under an absolute despair of any better state? 
Could he, who knew his soid should not be left in hades, nor 
sliould his body see corruption, lie under any apprehension 
of an unavoidable pain, or of no release from what he was 
to suffer? Now in these things consist the miseries and 
torments of the damned spirits ; and, since it was im- 
possible the holy Jesus should thus suffer in his innocent 
and spotless soul, it was impossible that ho should suffer 
in his soul those punishments, which are equivalent to the 
punishments of damned spirits ; nor could he suffer these 
eternal punishments in his body, for that could only die, 
by what he suffered on the cross. 

Again, as it was impossible that. Christ should suffer 
death eternal, so was it unnecessary that he should do it. 
It was unnecessary that he should do it for the sake of the 
impenitent and unbelievers; for they in their own persons 
are, by the order and decree of God, to suffer an eternal 
death; and why should our Lord suffer that for them, 
which, notwithstanding all that he had suffered, they must 
in their own persons actually suffer? No sacrifice for sin, 
not even that of our blessed Lord, can avail any thing for 
the impenitent and the ungodly ; because it cannot, merely 
as being offered, render them pure from habitual sin, it 
Cannot create in them the clean heart, it cannot give them 
a Divine nature, or a likeness to God, and so it cannot fit 
them for a state of happiness, or exempt them from being 
everlastingly excluded from the face of God, and so for 
ever miserable. Why therefore should our Saviour suffer 
such direful punishments for them, who could receive no 
benefit from what he suffered? As for true penitent be- 
lievers, Christ came to save them from the wrath to come, 
by suffering, to obtain grace and mercy for them in the. 



pardon of their sins, and to establish that new covenant in 
. his blood, in which God promised to, be merciful to their 
iniquities, and to remember their sins no more, and to justify 
them freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in 
Jesus. Now, had Christ suffered for them death eternal, 
or all that justice could demand by way of punishment, for 
them in whose stead he suffered, what need had he to suffer 
to procure this rich grace and mercy, in the pardon of those 
sins for which he had already paid the utmost farthing'? 
Or, how then did he establish a new and better covenant of 
his blood, seeing no covenant did or could require more 
than the full punishment, which our sins deserved? Or, 
how was this a covenant, to be merciful to our iniquities? 
Where, lastly, is the grace and freeness of that justification, 
which, after a full payment, imputeth only to me nothing of 
that debt, which is entirely discharged? 

Ans. 2. I shall not insist upon it, though it be very true, 
that the words death eternal are never mentioned in the 
Old or the New Testament; but only shall observe from 
Covarruvias, and others, that to a surrogation in the case 
ofpunishment,itis not requisite tha substitute should suffer 
what is accidental, but only that which is essential to the 
punishment. Now to apply this to our purpose, let it be 
noted,- *• ^ 

First, That death is accidentally to us eternal, because we 
have no power, being dead, to raise our bodies unto life ; 
nor have we any promise, that our dying bodies shall not 
see corruption; or, because sin had given Satan a power to 
detain us in that state till Christ had made satisfaction for 
it, death neither was nor could be so to Christ, who knew 
no sin, because he had this power to reassume his life, 
and had a promise that his body should not see corruption ; 
but still his death was both as truly, and as much death, as 
that which sinners suffer in the body; because it was as 
much the dissolution of the soul and body, and the cessation 
of the functions'of human life in Christ, as it is in them : 
that therefore our Lord Jesus should redeem us from eter- 
nal death, it was not necessary that he should suffer the 
same death, but only that he should atone for that sin which 
made us subject to death, and procure for us a blessed re- 
surrection by his death, which he hath done : For as by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead: 
and as in Adam all men die, so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. (1 Cor. xv. 21. 22.) 

Secondly, Most of the evils which the soul suffers after 
death, are also accidental, and may more properly be styled 
the necessary consequents, than the formal and positive 
punishments of sin. For instance, that souls departed are 
deprived of the lpvo of God, are objects of his wrath, and 
are excluded from his presence, is not merely because they 
are souls separated from the body ; for pious souls, when 
separated from the body, are entirely exempted from these 
evils; but this ariseth from the natural purity and holiness 
of God, and the defilement and impurity which these un- 
happy souls lie under ; it is, because God is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, neither shall evil dwell with him; 
there being no communion bettvixt light and darkness; and 
because nothing ichich is defiled or unclean can enter into 
the New Jerusalem, or be capable of enjoying happiness 
from God. The worm of conscience, the despair, and dire- 
ful expectations, which follow this sense of loss, and the 
exclusion from God's presence, are also natural results of 
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the soul's separation in an impenitent state, and an un- 
sauctificd condition, and of its being conscious of its own 
doom, and of those wilful follies, \vhich did subject it to 
that doom : Christ being then the iamb of God, not having 
spot or blemish, he being such a high-priest who was holy, 
harmless, separate from sinners, he could not be exposed 
to the evils consequents the separation of unholy souls. 
And that his members might also bo exempted from them, 
he was not only to suffer for Ihcm, since, as I have ob- 
served, the sufferings of another for us, can never of them- 
selves render us holy, renew our natures, and make us like 
to God; but he was also to make them holy by his word 
and Spirit, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost; whence we arc said to be justified by the 
name of the Lord Jesus, but to be sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit of God. (1 Cor. vi. 11.) And upon this sanctification 
depends our interest in the blood of Christ ; for if we walk 
' in the light, as God is in the light, we have communion ivith 
him, and the blood of Christ cleanseth us from allsin. (1 John 
i. 7.) And though Christ doubtless suffered to redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify to himself a peculiar people 
zealous of good works; yet is it said, that he gave himself 
to the death for us, that he might cleanse us by the washing 
of water and the word. (Eph. v. 26.) His death is indeed 
a most powerful motive to holiness of life, but yet it is the 
immediate fruit of his Holy Spirit, and his word. It was 
also necessary for this end, that he should purchase for us 
an entrance into the holy of holies, that he should thcro 
appear before God with it: for by this, saith Iho apostlo, 
we obtain a liberty of entrance ipto the holy place. (Heb, 
x. 19.) 

Thirdly, The resurrection of the bodies, and union of the 
souls of w r ickcd men to them, is the natural result of that 
impartial justice, which will render to every man according 
to what he hath done in the flesh; that being raised, and 
sentenced to condemnation, and punished with everlasting 
separation from the presence of the Lord, they arc tor- 
mented in the flames, which will then seize upon that world 
which is reserved unto fire against the day of judgment, and 
perdition of ungodly men, (2 Pet. iii. 5.) happeneth, because 
they arc not able toconvcy themselves out of those flames, 
and are not worthy to be snatched up to heaven, and live 
for ever with the Lord. That then Christ might exempt the 
members of his body from these punishments, it was not 
necessary that he should descend to hell, or be cast into 
those flames; but only that he should free them from con-, 
demnation at that day, a? he jnost certainly hath done, 
there being no condemnation to them that are hi Christ 
Jesus; and that they should be caught up by him into the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and so to be for ever t 
with him, as the apostle saith they will. (1 Thcss. iv. 17.) 

Ans. 3. I add, that though Christ did not undergo 
eternal punishments, yet he did suffer such evils as con- 
tained some analogy, and bore some resemblance to those 
which sinners do, or arc to suffer ; and which he would not 
otherwise have suffered, had he not been punished for our 
sins. .For, 

First, As the sinner licth under the sentence of condem- 
nation, and is sure to find a public exemplary judgment ; 
so was our Saviour solemnly condemned, and sentenced 
as a malefactor, not without semblance of justice, and of 
law, to warrant their proceedings : for we, say the Jewish 



doctors, would not deliver up this Jesus, were he not a no- 
torious malefactor. They lay upon him the imputations of 
an impostor, a seditions person, a perverter of the nation, a 
rebel unto Cassar, and a blasphemer against God, pretend- 
ing to desire his execution out of puro zeal unto their law; 
for by our law (say they) he ought to die 9 because he maketh 
himself the Son of God: thus was ho numbered with the 
transgressors. 

Secondly, As sinners will be exposed to shame and igno- 
miny at the great day of judgment, before men and angels, 
so did Christ suffer a very ignominious and shameful death ; 
the punishment he endured, was servile siipplicium, that pu- 
nishment which only slaves did suffer by the Roman law;* 
it was attended with all the mockeries and flouts, affronts 
and obloquies, his enemies could cast upon him; as for 
the rulers, clc/iUk-W/pi^ov, they reviled, and snuffed up their 
noses at him, and they that went by, tfi\a<T<j>{)fiovv, wagged 
their heads, and with their tongues vented their blasphemies 
against him. (Luke xxiii. 35, 3G.) He himself declares to 
his disciples, that he ought to suffer these indignities, that 
•he ought inroSoKifxavSTivat, to bo reprobated by the chief 
priests and elders of the Jews, (Luko ix. 22.) IZovStvovaSat, 
to be vilified and set at nought by them. (Mark ix. 12.) This 
condemnation, and this shame, was therefore part of what 
he was designed to suffer for us. And, 

Thirdly, Whereas sinners arc obnoxious to sufferings 
in their bodies, he suffered in his body a death so painful, 
that the most exquisite afflicting torments. are styled crw- 
ciatus, from the cross. And surely, he must suffer sharp 
and pungent grief, when his hands were pierced and nailed 
to the cross, sustaining thus the weight of his whole body; 
and, by that burden, suffering a continual rack and torture, 
when all his bones were out of joint, tay being stretched upon 
the cross ; when he, being stretched out thus, was nailed to 
it, and left to die no other death, but what the sharpness of 
his pains and the excess of torments would produce. 

Fourthly, He suffered in his soul most dreadful ago- 
nies; for ho himself declares that he was troubled in spi-» 
rit, (John xii. 27. xiii.21.) at what he was to suffer; and 
that his soul was full of deadly sorrow. (Matt, xxvi.38. 
Sec the note there.) This we may learn from those strong, 
earnest, and repeated cries he uttered, to be delivered 
from this bitter cup ; for being heard in what he feared, 
(Heb. v. 7.) and yet not freed from suffering death, we may 
imagine, that his fears were greater than the impressions of 
mere death could make upon him.. 

Lastly, Are sinners then to suffer from the hand of.God ? 
So do the Scriptures teach us, that our Saviour suffered 
from his hand, that he delivered him up for us all, (Rom. 
viii. 32.) and that he made him sin for us, who knew no sin; 
(2 Cor. v.21.) that is, he in his providence ordered, that he 
should be dealt with as a criminal, or sinful person, for our 
sakes, who in himself was w T holly innocent: it was by men 
who acted in his name, and claimed his authority, that he 
was sentenced to death; it was by them who satin Moses's 
chair, that he was judged worthy of death, and by his vice- 
gerents that he was delivered up to be crucified; and there- 
fore he tells Pilate, lie. could have no power over him, had 
it not been given him from above. (John xix. 11.) It pleased 
the Lord to bruise him (saith the prophet) and to put him to 

* Dr. Pearson on the Creed, p. 206. 
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grief \ and to make our sins to meet upon him; and what 
men did against him, was only that which God's hand and 
council determined before to be done. (Acts iv. 28.) So that, 
although I dare not say, that he was smitten by the imme- 
diate hand of God, yet do these Scriptures seem to teach, 
that what he suffered from the hand of. man, befel him by 
the overruling providence of him who orders all things ac- 
cording to the counsel of his will . Now from this fair re- 
semblance betwixt what our Lord actually suffered, and 
what sinners had deserved to suffer, there seems sufficient 
ground to say, he bore the punishment of our iniquities, 
and suffered in our stead, although he did not undergo what 
accidentally the sinner was to suffer, and what it was im- 



possible for him to suffer, being innocent and perfectly 
holy : had not our Lord been holy in perfection, and sepa- 
rate from sinners, he must have suffered for his own sins; 
and so he could have been no Saviour to us, by his suffer- 
ings ; and being thus holy, he could not be obnoxious to the 
punishments I say he did not suffer. Now, is it not unrea- 
sonable to say, Christ could not suffer in our stead, or for 
our sins, unless he suffered that eternal death we had de- 
served ? since, this is plainly to affirm, he could not suffer 
in our stead, had he not been a sinner as we were; i.e. 
had he, not been incapable of suffering for us, and liable to 
suffer for his own offences. 



THE 



GOSPEL OF ST. MARK. 



WITH ANNOTATIONS. 



PREFACE. 



XN confirmation of the authority of these two ensuing 
Gospels, let it be considered, first, That two things have 
been already proved in the general preface to the Gospels ; 
viz. (1.) That all the four Gospels were received from the 
beginning, by the whole church of Christ, as genuine, and 
never questioned by any besides heretics. (2.) That they 
were owned as their rule of faith, and writings of Divine 
inspiration: and that therefore * copies of these Gospels 
were carried by the disciples of the apostles, or apostolic 
men, into all countries whither they went to build up the 
churches planted by their hands. 

Secondly, Euscbiusf farther adds, that it was related, 
That the three other Gospels being come to the knowledge 
of all men, and so to St. John's knowledge, he approved of 
them, and gave in his testimony to the truth of them. 

Thirdly, concerning this Gospel of St. Mark in particu- 
lar, EusebiusJ informs us from Clemens of Alexandria, and 
Papias, That when it was indited by him, St. Peter being 
informed of the writing it by the revelation of the Holy 
Ghost, confirmed it as a writing to be read in the churches ; 
which sure he would not have done, had he not found it 
an exactly true and authentic record of the things related in 
it. And as for the Gospel of St. Luke, Origen§ declares, 
That it was rh wo UavXov z7raivovixzvov tvayyekiov, the Gos- 
pel praised by St. Paul, plainly referring to those words of 



* Euseb. II. Eccl. lib. iii. cap. 37. * t Lib. Hi. cap. 24. p. 95. 

% %vfi<r*i rnv y g *^y tU imvfy rait UxXnr'w;, Hist. Eccl. lib. ii. cap. 5. 
*. , $ Apud Euscb. II. Eccl. lib. ri. cap. 25. 
VOL, V*. 



the apostle, (2 Cor. viii. 18.) Tlie brother, ov 6 iiratvog iv 
t$ tvayyzkly Sia iraawv ru>v eKfcXrjtriwv, whose praise is in the 
gospel throughout all the churches. 

Now if these things be true, we must allow the truth o£ 
what Terfullian* saith, That these apostolical men wrot£ 
these Gospels, sed non soli, sed cum apostolis; but this they 
did not alone, but with the apostles ; and that the Gospel of 
St. Mark, Petri adfirmetur, mightbe styled the Gospel of St. 
Peter; and that of St. Luke, quod Paulo adscribere solent, 
which the ancients ascribed to St. Paul, might truly, bear 
those titles ; not as being dictated by, or being any extract 
or compendium of, the doctrine which they preached to the 
churches, but as being approved by them ; and then the 
authority of St. Mark's Gospel depends on the authority of 
St. Pester, and the authenticness of St. Luke's on the au- 
thority of St. Paul, and both upon the approbation of the. 
apostle John. As then this axiom obtained ainong the 
Jews as an unquestionable rule, that he is to be admitted as 
a prophet whose prophecy is confirmed by the testimony of 
an 'undoubted prophet ; 20 by parity of reason, he .must 
be admitted as a true evangelist, whose gospel is approved 
by an apostle of whose authority to indite a gospel there is 
no doubt ; which is, according £0 these testimonies, the caso 
as to the Gospels of St. Marie and Luke. . But I confess, I 
cannot fully acquiesce in this last ground of the canonical 
authority of these two evangelists, for reasons which will 
do nobody any good, therefore shall do nobody any hurt; 
and upon this account I shall endeavour, in the preface to 
St. Luke's Gospel, to found the. authority of these two 
evangelists on principles which tome seem more certain* 

As for the time and place when and where this Gospel 
was indited, we arc wholly in the dark : for all that Theo- 



• Contr. Mnrcion, lib. ir. cap. cap. 2. el 5«. 
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phylact saith of this Gospel, that it was written lv f ¥<&ny 
fura Suca ?r>j rfjc tov Xpwrrou ivaX/ji/'Cwc, in Rome ten years 
after our Lord's ascension, is certainly a mistake, and in- 
consistent with all the accounts the church historians givo 
us, that it was written at the desire of Ihc Roman converts, 
as an extract of what St. Peter had preached there; it 
being certain, that St Peter never came to Rome till some 
years after. (Sec the preface to the Epistle to the Romans, 
and note on i. 15.) If he died in the eighth of Nero, as 
St. Jerome, Doritheus, and Theophylact affirm, Irenseus* 
must mistake in saying, that ho writ his Gospel after the 
death of Peter, who suffered only in the thirteenth or four- 
teenth year of that emperor; or fXtra djv i%o$ov, after the 
departure of St. Peter and St. Paul from Rome, seeing St. 
Paul went not thence till the ninth of Nero ; I therefore 
leave this matter uncertain, as I find it, inclining to the 
opinion of Valesius,f that we have nothing certain touch- 
ing the Gospels from the ancients, but that they were four, 
and were written by those authors whose names they bear, 
quo autem tempore, et quam ob causam scripta sunt,parum 
constat; but at what time, and upon what occasion they 
were written, it doth not appear. 



CHAP. I. 

1. A HE [*] beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, (was from the preaching of John the Baptist, 
Luke xvi. 1C.) 

2. As it is written in the [ 2 ] prophets, (MalacJii, saying, 
iii. 1.) Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who 
shall prepare thy way before thee, (and Isaiah, saying, 
xl. 2, 3; that when the Messiah was about to come to save 
his people from their sins, there should be) 

3. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, [ s ] Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight: (and ac- 
cordingly) 

4. John (who was the very person spoken of by those 
prophets, being sent of God for that end) did baptize in the 
wilderness, and preach the [ 4 ] baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins (and so endeavoured to prepare men 
for the coming of that Messiah, who was to save his people 
from their sins). 

5. And (so disposed were the people to receive his baptism, 
that) there went out to him all the land of Judea, and they 
of Jerusalem, ( and all the region round about Jordan, Matt. 
iii. 5.) and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 

G. And (this) John (being a preacher of repentance, and 
coming in the power andspirit ofElias, Luko i. 17. resembled 
him in habit, 2 Kings i. 8. for he) was clothed with (a gar- 
ment of) camel's hair, and with a girdle of a (leathern) 
skin about his loins ; nnd he did cat locusts and wild honey : 

7. And ( he) preached, saying, There cometh one mightier 
than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy 
to stoop down and unloose (i. e* whose servant I am not 
worthy to be). 

8. I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall 
baptize you with the [ 5 ] Holy Ghost, (sent doivnfrom hea- 



* Lib. iii. cap. 1. 



t AduoI. in Euseb. lib. v. cap. 6. 



ven, the promise of him being made to you and to your 
children, Acts ii. 39.) 

9. And it came to pass in those days (of John 9 s baptism 
at the river of Jordan), that Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. 

10. And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw 
tho heavens opened, and the (Holy) Spirit' descending 
upon him like a dove (i. e. in that hovering manner which 
a dove useth when she descends or rests upon any thing) : 

11. And (tJten) there came a voice from heaven, saying, 
Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

12. And immediately tho Spirit^ driveth (leadeth, Luke 
iv. 1.) him into the wilderness. 

13. And he was thero in the wilderness (?] forty days, 
(which being ended, he was visibly) tempted of Satan; and 
was with the wild beasts ; and ( when Satan had ended his 
temptation, Matt. iv. 3. 11.) the angels ministered to him. 

14. Now after that John was put in prison (by Herod), 
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the king- 
dom of God. 

15. And saying, The time (foretold for the coming of the 
Messiah) is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye (therefore), and believe the gospel. 

10. Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw 
Simon and Andrew his brother, (going out of their ship, 
and) casting a net into the sea, (to wash it, Luke v. 2.) for 
they were fishers. 

17. And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I 
will make you to become fishers of men (u e. I will enable 
you to draw theminto the net of the gospel). 

18. And straightway (upon his call) they forsook their 
nets, and followed him. 

19. And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also 
were (now) in the ship mending their nets, (which they had 
washed; sec Luke v. 2.) 

20. And straightway he called them : and they (upon his 
call) left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired 
servants, and went after him. 

21. And they went into Capernaum ; and straightway on 
the sabbath-day he entered into the synagogue, and taught 
(them). 

22. And they were astonished at his doctrine : for he 
taught them as one who had authority (from God to do so), 
and not as the scribes (who only told them what were the 
traditions of their fathers). 

23. And there was in their synagogue a man (possessed) 
with an unclean spirit; and he (the evil spirit) cried out, 

24. Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, 
thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us (be- 
fore the time appointed for our punishment )? I know thee 

who thou art, (to wit) the Holy One of God. 

25. And Jesus (being not willing to receive testimony 
from Satan, ver. 34.) rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, 
and come out of him. 

26. And when the unclean spirit had torn (Gr. and the 
unclean spirit shaking or moving) him, (see note on ix. 18. 
50 that he fell down, Luke iv. 35.) and cried with a loud 
voice, he came out of him. 

27. And they were all amazed, insomuch that they ques- 
tioned among themselves, saying, What (strange) thing is 
this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority coin- 
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mandeth he even the unclean spirits^ and they Ob6y him 
(which is an indication that his doctrine is attended with 
a more than ordinary power). 

28. And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout 
all the region round about Galilee. 

29. And forthwith, when they were come out of the syna- 
gogue, they entered into the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John. 

30. But (Gr. and) Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a 
fever, and anoft (i. e< presently) they tell him of her (con- 
dition). 

31. And (or then) he came and took her by the hand, 
and lifted her up; and: immediately the fever left her, and 
she (being recovered) ministered to them. - 

32. And at even, when the sun did set ( and the sabbath 
was ended), they brought unto him all that were diseased^ 
and them that were possessed with devils. 

33. And all the cify Was gathered together dt the door 
(of Simon's house). 

34. And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, 
and [ 8 ] cast out many devils ; and suffered not the devils to 
speak, because they knew him. 

35. And in the morning, rising up a great while before 
day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and 
there prayed. 

36. And Simon and they that were with (i. e. belonged 
to) him p] followed after him. 

37. And when they had found him, they' said to him, All 
men seek for thee. 

38. And he said unto them, Let us go into [ 10 ] the next 
towns, that I may preach there also : ["] for therefore came 
1 forth, (from this house, being sent by my Father to preach 
to them also, Luke iv. 43.) 

39. And he preached in their synagogues, throughout all 
Galilee, and cast out devils. 

-4Q. And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and 
kneeling down to him, and saying to him, If thou wilt,. thou 
canst make me clean. 

•41. And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his 4 
hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou 
clean. 

42. And as soon as he had spoken (this), immediately 
the leprosy departed from him, anil ho was cleansed. 

43. And he straitly charged him, (Gr. and being ear- 
nest with him to repair instantly to the priest, he) forthwith 
sent him away; 

44. And said unto him, Sec thou say nothing to any man: 
but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy 
cleansing those things which Moses commanded, for a tes- 
timony to them (that thou art cleansed). 

45. But he went out, and began to publish it much, and 
to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no 
more openly enter into the city, but was (forced to be) 
without in desert places: and they came to him from every 
quarter. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. I. 

[*] Vcr. 1. APXH* tvayyzXlov rov 'lijtrov Xpiarov, vlov rov 
Oeov, The beginning of the gospel, &c] So saith St. Mark, 
beginning his history from John the Baptist, by the fathers 
styled the beginning of the gospel; because he began his 



office by preaching repentance as the preparation to receive 
it, and faith in the Messiah the subject of it; so Christ him- 
self plainly testifies, by saying, The law and the prophets 
zvere until John, from thence the kingdom of God (vayytkiZtrat 
is preached. (Luke xvi. 1G.) This gospel he styles, the gospel 
of the Son of God, who was of is in the? bosoni of the Fa- , 
titer, (John i. 18.) and came down from heaven, (Johnaii. 
13.) to reveal his Father's will unto us, that so we might have 
worthy thoughts both of the gospel, as being the revelation 
of it, and of the author, as being so intimate with and so 
nearly related to the Father. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. 'Qc.ylypairrac Iv rote rrgoffirats, As it is writ- 
ten in the prophets.] Other copies read Iv'Htfcu'^ r$ rrpd^ng, 
In Isaiah the prophet; so do Iren. lib. iii. cap. 11. p. 259. 
Orig. in Cels. p. GO. and in John, p. 14. But then it is to be 
noted, that the formerreading is in Irenseus twice before in 
the same chapter thus ; Marcus initium evangelicce conscrtp- 
tionis fecit, sic initium evangeliiJesuChristi FiliiDei quern- 
admodum dictum est in prophetis, p. 256. and after, Marcus 
ait, initium, quemadmodum scriptum est in prophetis, &c. 
18. So reads the Arabic, so the Alexandrian copy, so 
most MSS. so Theophylact; and this reading is to be pre- 
ferred, (1.)' because it is not so proper to say, As it is 
written in Isaiah the prophet, when the citation immediately 
following is not in Isaiah, but in Malachi ; nor is there 
one instance of any thing so cited in the New Testament. 
(2.) It is the common phrase among the Jews, when they 
cite many passages of the prophets, to say, As it is writ- 
ten in the prophets: but it is without all example, when 
two testimonies are taken from two prophets, to cite only 
the last. And hence St. Jerome saith, Nomen Esaia puta- 
mus additum scriptortm vitio: (Com. in Matt, iii.) 

Obj. But Grotius objects,. That if this had been' the 
true reading, there can be imagined no reason for the al- 
teration of it ; whereas if the other were so, the reason 
of the change is manifest, viz. because St. Mark cites tes- 
timonies out of the prophets. 

Arts. The reason of the change seems very manifest, it 
being doneln compliance with Matt. iii. 3/Luke iii. 4. John 
i. 23. for all these evangelists citing expressly what is writ- 
ten in Isaiah the prophet, they would have had St. Mark do 
so also. 

[ 3 ] Vcr. 3. Prepare ye the way of 'the Lord.] See note 
on Matt. iii. 3. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 4. BanrKxna fitravolae, The baptism of repent- 
ance.*} This baptism, saith Dr. Lightfoot, may belong to 
children, though it be the baptism of repentance, and they 
know not what repentance means ; for it requireth not their 
repentance at the receiving of this sacrament, but it en- 
gageth them to it for the time to come, viz. when they shall 
come to the use of reason, and the knowledge of the engage- 
ment. . And so was it with the children that were circum- 
cised, for they by that sacramentbecame debtors to observe 
the whole law, (Gal. v. 3.) when they knew not what obedi- 
ence or the law meant, but that bound them to it when they 
came to years of knowledge and discretion. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 8. Bam-iasi vfiag iv nvtifian ayly, He shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost.] Kal nvpt, and with fire, Matt. iii. 
11. Luke iii. 1G. i. e. whose symbol is fire or flame : so he 
descended on the apostles, Acts ii. 3. so Justin Martyr 
saith, that when Christ was baptized, nvp avfyQt} Ivrq'Iop- 
I Samp, afire ivas kindled in Jordan; and, the gospel of tho 
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Nazarenes, and the liturgy of the Syrians^ that TrtpdXa/jype 
tov T07rov 0wc plya, a great light shone round the place. 

p] Ver. 12. To trvtvfxa avrbv e»c/3aXX«, Tlie Spirit driveth 
him out.] "Hjeto, he was moved by the Spirit inwardly to go 
into tho wilderness; so Luke iv. 1. avnxQn* h e was ted U P 
from the plains of Jordan by the Spirit into the mountains 
of the wilderness; so Matt. iv. 1. the Spirit k|3aXXa, sends 
him away into the wilderness ; so the word signifies, ver. 
43. Jesus 2^/3aXcv avrbv, sent him away. (See Malt. ix. 38. 
xii. 35. xiii. 52.) 

[*] Ver. 13. 'Hjilpag rtaaapaKOvrd, TrttpaZojitvoc, Being for- 
ty days tempted of Satan, — and the angels' ministered to 
him.'] These forty days, saith Dr.Lightfoot, the holy angels 
ministered to Christ visibly, and Satan tempted him invi- 
sibly; at the end of them Satan puts on the appearance 
of an angel of light, and pretends to wait on him, as 
they did. 

Ver. 14. Now after that John was put into prison, Jesus 
came to Galilee preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God; 
Ver. 15. andsaying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand.] So Matt. iv. 12. When Jesus had heard that 
John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee; and, 
\er. 17. From that time he began to preach, and to say, Rer 
pent, for the kingdom of God is at hand : till that time, say 
the fathers and the scholiasts, avifiuvt avrbv fiaprvpnaai 
xrfpt clvtov, he waited for John's testimony concerning him. 
Accordingly St. Peter represents Christ as beginning thus to 
preach from Galilee, fina to /3a7rri<r//a 8 Ikvov&v 6 'Iwavi^Cj 
after the baptism which John preached was ended. (Acts x. 
37.) Now hence is it evident, that his coming into Gali- 
lee, mentioned Luko iv. 14. must refer to the same time, 
that so all the evangelists may'accord together, as appears 
farther from the following words, ver. 15. He taught in the 
synagogues, and was glorified of all; and, ver. 31. He went 
into Capernaum, and was teaching in their synagogues on 
the sabbath-day. For we learn from Mark i. 21, 22. that 
this was done after that John was put in prison, ver. 14: 
and also from the words of St. Luke, which say, ver. 14. 
That a fame went out through the whole region concerning 
him; for we are assured, from Matt, iv.12. 14. that this 
also followed St. John's being cast into prison. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 34. He healed many that were sick, and cast 
out many devils.] Hence it is evident that the* devils cast 
out were not diseases ; as also appears from' iii. 11. 15. 
v. 12. vii 12. (See note on Matt. viii. 28.) 
. [ 9 ] Ver. 36. Kal KaTcSuo&iv avrbv, And Simon and they 
that were with him followed him.] Here the critics note, 
that to SiJjKuv, when it respects persons, is usually to pur- 
sue in a hostile manner, (except here and Luke xvii. 23.) 
but when it respects things, it is to prosecute with a desire 
to obtain them ; as when we are bid to follow after charity 
and hospitality, Rom. xii. 13. xiv. 19. 1 Cor. xiv. 1. Phil. 
iii. 12. 14. 1 Thcss. v. 15. 1 Tim. vi. 11. Heb. xii. 14. 1 Pet. 
iii. 11. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 38. Etc' l\oftlvag • K<of.toTr6\ue, To the adjoining 
toivns.] Kw/io7roXac Towns, saith Dr. Liglitfoot, are villages 
which had a synagogue in them ; Kwjiai, villages which had 
none; TroXnc, towns gixt about with walls. 

[ ll ] EIqtovto yap l%t\{jkvSa, For therefore came I forth.] 
Etc rovro hvlarakiica, Luke iv. 43. For therefore Was I sent. 
Whence it may be granted, that going forth, and being sent 
to preach the gospel, are the same thing; but not when it 



is said of Christ, l&MXvba, J came forth from God, and re-* 
turn to God, (See tho paraphrase.) 

CHAP. II. 

1. AND again he entered into Capernaum [*] after some 
days; and it was noised (reported) that he was in the house 
(of Simon, \. 2d.) 

2. And straightway many were gathered together (about 
it), insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, 
not so much as about the door, and ho preached the word 
unto them. 

3. And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the 
palsy (in a bed), which was borne of four (men). 

4." And when they could not come nigh to him for the 
press, they [*] uncovered the roof (of the upper chamber, 
see the note,) where ho was : and when they had broken it 
up, they let down (to him) tho bed wherein the sick of the 
palsy lay. 

5. When Jesus (by this instance) saw their faith, he said 
to the (man) sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins (ivhich 
brought this disease upon thee) be forgiven thee, (as to the 
temporal punishment of them; see note on Matt.ix.2.)' 

6. But (and) there were certain of the scribes sitting 
there, and (upon occasion of these words, thus) reasoning 
in their hearts, 

7. Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies, (ascribing 
that to himself which is proper to God alone ? for) who can 
forgive sins but God only ? 

8. And immediately when, Jesus perceived in his spirit 
that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, 
Why reason ye these things in your hearts? 

9. (For) whether is it easier to say to the sick of the. 
palsy, Thy sins (as to their temporal punishment) be for- 
given thee ; or to say (effectually, that which is a certain 
indication of it), Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 

10. But (I choose to say the first), that ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power (even whilst he is) on earth 
(thus) to forgive sins ; (and then) he saith to the sick of the 
palsy, 

11. I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go 
thy way into thine house. 

12. And immediately he arose, took up the bed (oiv 
which he lay), and went forth before them all; insomuch 
that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We 
never saw it on this fashion (before). 

* 13. And he went forth again by the sea-side ; and all the 
multitude resorted to him, and he taught them. 

14. And as he passed by (from thence, Matt. ix. .9.) he 
saw Levi the son of Alpheus sitting at the receipt of cus- 
tom, and (he) said to him, Follow me. And he arose, and 
followed him. 

15. And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his 
house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with 
Jesus and his disciples : for there were many (of them), 
and they followed him. 

16. And when the scribes and pharisces saw him eat with 
publicans and sinners, they (judging them unworthy to be 
conversed with, and a defilement to those who did so) said 
to' his disciples, [ 3 ] How is it that he (your Master, zvho 
professeW himself a prophet and a holy man), eateth and 1 
drinkcth with publicans and sinners ? 
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17. When Jesus heard (the pharisees speak thus), he 
saith unto them, (These it is most necessary to converse tvith, 
for) they that are whole have no need of the (spiritual) 
physician, but they that are sick ; ( and this is more espe- 
cially the business of my prophetic office, for )I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

IS. And (then) the disciples of John and of the phari- 
sees used to fast (Gr. were fasting): and they (the disciples 
of John, Matt, ix.14.) come and say unto him, Why do the 
disciples of John and of the pharisees fast, but thy dis- 
ciples fast not? 

19. And Jesus said unto them, [ 4 ] Can (it befit for) the 
children of the bridechamber ( to) fast, while the bride- 
groom is with them? as'long as they have'the bridegroom 
with them, they cannot (decently) fast. 

20. But the days will come, when (I) the bridegroom 
shall be taken away from them, and then shall they (have 
occasion to) fast in those days. 

. 21. (And he said also by way of parable, Luke v. 36.) 
No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old gar- 
ment : else the new piece that filled it up taketh away from 
the old (this being tender and that strong), and (so) the 
rent is made worse (i. e. greater). 

22. And no (skilful) man putteth new wine into old 
(i. e. weak) bottles : else the new wine (fermenting) doth 
burst the bottles, and (so) the wine is spilled, and the bot- 
tles will be marred (broken or rent): but new wine must 
be put into new bottles. (See Matt. ix. 1G, 17.) 

23. And it came to pass, that he went throughout the 
corn fields on the (first) sabbath-day (after the Passover, 
Luke vi. 1.) and his disciples [ 5 ] began, as they went, to 
pluck the ears of corn, (and, rubbing them in their hands, 
to eat of the corn, ibid.) 

24. And the pharisees (seeing this) said unto him, Be- 
hold, why do they (by thy permission) on the sabbath-day 
that which (according to our traditions) is not lawful (to 
be done upon that day)? 

25. And he said unto them, Have ye never read what 
(is sufficient to justify that action of theirs, viz. that which) 
David did, when he had need, and was an hungered, he, and 
they. that were with him? 

26. How he went into the house of God in the [ 6 ] days 
of Abiathar the high-priest (see the note), and did eat the 
shew-bread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests 
( i. e.ofivhich it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat), 
and gave also (of it) to them that were with him? 

27. And he said (moreover) to them, The sabbath was 
made for (the sake of) man, and not man for the sabbath 
(now that which was instituted for the sake of another thing, 
must yield to the good of that for whose sake it zvas in- 
stituted) : 

28. Therefore (&<m, so that) the Son of man (who came 
to save men's lives, and promote their good) is (doubtless 
so far) Lord also of the sabbath (as to dispense tvith the 
strict rest of it, when he sees it necessary for their good). 

(For the exposition of these six last verses, see the note on 
Matt. xii. 1.) 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. II. 

• [ a ] Ver. 1. AI' -ofjupwv, After some days.] So Theophylact, 
St fjfizpQv, avri tov, SuXOovwv rifxzpwv tivwv, after days, that 



is, when some days tvere passed. So Gen. iv. 3. in'proeess 
of time, fi& y vfiipaQ, after day sit came to j)ass. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 4. 1 * Airzariyavav rrjv ariyt]v 07rou ' iqv, Tliey un- 
covered the roof where he was.] Dr. Lightfoot, upon the 
place shews, that there was a door in every roof by which 
they went from the vwepyov, or ripper chamber upon the roof; 
now these men, knowing that it was this upper chamber to 
which the Jews customarily went up when they discoursed 
of the law, or religious things, ascend by stairs or ladders 
to this roof; and not finding the door wide enough for the 
man's bed to go down at, they widen it, by loosening some 
stones about, and so let down the paralytic. 

Ver. 7. The reading dc 6 Se6e/ and, ver. 15. apaprwXoV, 
are defended, Examen Millii ibid. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 16. 17 6Vi ;' How is it that he eateth? &c] Tt for 
Stan;' why is it? or, wherefore is it? is very frequent both 
in the Old and New Testament; examples from the Old 
are numerous : see Gen. xxi. 29. xxxviii. 29. Exod. xiv. 
15. xvii. 2. Josh, vii.25. Judg.viii.il 2 Kings vi;33. vii: 
3. Isa. i. 11. iii. 15. Lam. iii. 39. In the New, see Matt: 
viii. 26. xix. 17. xxii. 18. Mark ii. 24. viii. 17.x.>18.xii; 
15. Luke ii. 48, 49. vi. 41.46. xxii. 46. John i. 25. vii. 19. 
ix. 27. x. 20. xiv. 22. xviii. 21. 23. xx. 13. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 19. Mrj Svvavrat ; Can the children of the'bride- 
chamber fast?] Because there is little to be observed in 
this chapter which hath not been explained already, till we, 
come' to the twenty-sixth verse, I shall here observe tho 
various acceptations of the phrase pf\ Svvavrat. 

And (1.) it signifies that which is unfit, incongruous, or 
inconvenient to be done, as not suiting with the rules of 
decency; as when Moses says, Exod. viii. 26. ov Swarbv, 
it is not meet to do so*; so Luke xi. 7. ov Svvapat, I cannot 
rise, and give thee; and, vi. 42. 7roJe Svvaaat Xiyetv; .how 
canst thou say to thy brother } Let me cast out the mote out 
of thine eye? 

(2.) That which cannot justly, or without violation of 
some law or rule of equity and justice, be performed: 
So Deut. xii. 17. ov oWjap <payuv, Thou may est not eat 
within thy gates the tithe of thy corn: so Acts x. 47. perl 
rb vSwp tcwXvaat Svvarairtg ; Can any hinder water that these 
should- not be baptized? 1 Cor. x. 21. ov Svva<r$t, Ye can- 
not drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of devils; 2 Con 
xiii. 8. oi yap SwapzOa, For we can do nothing against the 
truths 

. (3.) That which is not agreeable to the Divine. eco- 
nomy, counsel, or will. So Gen. xix. 22. oi yap Swi'iaopat*, 
For J can do nothing till thou be come thither: Matt; 
xxvi. 42. et ov Svvarat, If this cup cannot pass from me, unless 
I drink it; and in this sense Christ often saith, ov Svvarat 6 , 
vlbg, Tfie Son cannot of himself do any thing, but what- he 
sees the Father do. (John v. 19. 30.) 

(4.) That which we cannot do by reason of the" trou- 
ble of it, or because of some other employment which inT 
terfereswith it; so the children of Jacob say to Joseph; 
oi SwT}<ftrat rb watStov, TJie lad cannot leave his father, Gen: 
xliv. 22. and to Jacob, oi Svvnir6fi&a Karafialvuv, We can- 
not go down without our brother: so we read of Christ; 
pntcirt SvvavSat avrbv, TJiat lie could not openly enter into 
the city, Mark i. 45. and of his disciples, pi) SvvaaSat av- 
rovg, That they could not eat' bread, (iii. 20.) i. e. they had 
no opportunity to' do it : of Herod, that he would have 
killed John, ml ouk ^Sivaro, and he could not do it for fear. 
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of the people, Mark vi. 19, 20. so, I have married a wife, 
and therefore, ov Sivctfiai l\0uv, I cannot come, Luke xiv.20. 

(5.) That which cannot be done, not for want of 
power in the agent, but upon account of some defect or 
fault in the patient; so Christ ov* ^vvaro, could do no 
mighty works, because of their unbelief , Mark vi. 5, 6. : so 
Luke xvi.2. ov Svi^cry, Thou canst be no longer steward: 
so Christ spake to the Jews, tcaSug i)$ivavro atcoietv, as they 
were able to hear him, Mark iv. 33. And in this sense 
Christ inquires, ?rwc SivavSe; How can you believe, who re* 
ccive honour one of another? John v. 44. 

(G.) That which cannot be done by reason of some 
disposition in us which renders us averse to, and unwilling 
to do any thing, till it be removed. So Joseph's brethren 
owe fi^vvavTo, could not speak peaceably to him, Gen, 
xxxvii. 4. Behold, their ears are uncircumcised, and ov 
Svvfiaovrai aKoieiv, they cannot hear, Jer. vi. 1G. So ttS>q 
SuvaaS-c ; How can you, being evil, speak good things? Matt, 
xii. 34. oh S&vdTai, The world cannot hate you, John vii.7. 
ov Suvao-Srt, You cannot hear my word, John viii. 43. ovk 
ySvvavro, therefore they could not believe, John xii. 39. Tlie 
world oi Svvara*, cannot receive the Spirit, John xiy. 17. 
They that are in the flesh, ov §vvavrai, cannot please God, 
Rom. viii, 8. And so concerning a good disposition we 
read, that a good tree ov Svvarat, cannot bring forth evil 
fruit, Matt. vii. 1G. of the disciples, ov Swap&a, we can- 
not but speak the things which we have heard, Acts iv. 20. 
of him that is bom of God, that ov Svvcltcli afiapraveiv, he 
cannot sin, 1 John iii. 9. and Christ saith of the church of 
Ephcsus, oi Svvp, thou canst not bear them that are evil, 
Rev. ii. 2. 

Vcr.23. v Hp?avro, Began.'] That in the Hebrew phrase 
to begin to do a thing, and to do it, is the same, sec the 
note on Acts i. 1. though I do not think that apx<V<" is 
wholly an expletive in this and other places; but it signi- 
fies to desire, to be willing, to covet, or be pleased with a 
thing; and answers to the Hebrew b$)- So Josh.xvii. 12. 
rtp^avro 6 XccvavccToc KaroiKtiv Iv t$ yy, the. Canaanite would 
dwell in the land:, so when Micah had promised theLevite 
a salary, rjpSaro napoiKuv, he was willing to dwell with him, 
Judg. xvji, 11. so 2 Sam. vii. 29. and now ap%6v teal ev\6yr)- 
aov, let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant : so 
also 1 Chron. xvii. 27. and Hos. v. 11. rjp^aro TroptitaSat, he 
willingly walked after vain things; and, Judg. i. 35. ypZaro 
6 Xavavaiog, the Canaanite would dwell in the mountain, i. e. 
the mountain of the Amoritcs, near the tribe of Dan, of 
which tribe was Samson, Judg. xiii. 2. Note also, that 
the reading of the Septuagint here, gives us an answer to 
the inquiry where Samson had his foxes ; even from this 
mountain, ev £ akurrrtKtQ, in which (say they) were foxes, 
they reading perhaps otyw not O^itttf as we now read. 

[ 6 ]V6r. 2G. 'E7rl 'AfitaOap tov apx&plwQ, In the daysof 
Abiathar the high-priest.'] That Ahimclech was then high- 
priest seems evident, (1.) because Abiathar, who suc- 
ceeded him, was, and is here styled high-priest; for he 
being the father, and Abiathar his son, (1 Sam. xxi. 20. 22, 
xxii. G.) if Ahimelcch had been only an ordinary priest, 
his son Abiathar could not have been high-priest, that 
office then succeeding orderly from father to son. It is 
indeed by Mr. Whiston said, that that Abiathar that escaped 
from Docg, never was high-priest: but he is so called, 
first, by^the Septuagint, saying/ that Solomon made Zadok 



dpla npCrrov aim *A(3ta0ap, high-priest in the room of Abia- 
thar, even of that Abiathar who bare the ark of the Lord 
before David, and who was afflicted with hint in all things, 
1 Kings ii. 2G. 35. Secondly, He is so called thrice by 
Josephus,* who says, they had the catalogue of their high- 
priests preserved from two thousand years. (2.) Because 
Ahimclech his father is accused by Docg oi inquiring of 
the Lord for Daw'd, 1 Sam.xxii.10. and he himself seems 
to confess, ver. 15. that he had often done the same thing 
before without blame ; whereas the high-priest alone hav- 
ing on the ephod of judgment, had not Ahimclech been the 
high-priest, he could neither have done this, nor reason- 
ably been accused of doing it. To this it is: said, that 
Ahimclech might assist David in inquiring of the Lord, but 
not by urim. I answer, that I find no way of inquiring of 
the Lord but by a prophet, or by a high-priest wearing 
the ephod Jn which was the urim, or by a dream, of which 
wo read nothing here. Moreover, that the ephod was then 
with him, is certain, because when Ahimclech was slain, 
Abiathar went down to David with the ephod in his hand, 
1 Sam. xxiii. G. And that he speaks of the high-priest's 
ephod is manifest, because he doth not 6all it a linen 
ephod, such as the priests wore, but the ephod; and be- 
cause David inquires by it, ver. 9. xxx. 7. which shews it 
was the high-priest's ephod in which was the urim and: the 
thummim, which by express precept was never to be sepa- 
rated from the ephod; since otherwise no inquiry could 
have been made by it. Thirdly, Because 'he is styled 
Ahimelech the priest; for it is a certain truth, though not 
observed by many, that from the end of the book of Deu- 
teronomy to the end of the book of Chronicles, not one 
person is by name styled N.N. the priest who was not a 
high-priest; and though Jchoiada is called the high-priest 
where ho is not named, viz. 2 Kings xii. 10. 2 Chron. 
xxiv. 11* yet is Hilkiah alone styled Hilkiah the high- 
pnest, during that long interval. Now what reason is there 
to deny that Ahimelech hachoen signifies here, as in like 
case it always did before from the days ofEleazar hachoen, 
the high-priest? Lastly, Because Josephus, who being a 
Jew and a priest, must be supposed a competent wit- 
ness in this case, calls him six times high-priest, viz. lib. 
vi. cap. 14. p. 19G. B. C. F. 197. A. G. 

The ancient solutions of the fathers are summed np 
by Theophylact thus : We must say therefore either that 
Abiathar had two names, hcing called also Ahimelech; or 
that Abiathar was then with Ahimelcch ; or that tov vlov is 
to be understood, and the words to be read thus, yi 
'AfitaOap tov vlov tov apxi*pi<*>e> in the days of Abiathar th€ 
son of the high-priest; or that Abiathar is mentioned tog 
ImarifioTepos, as most celebrated in the days of David. 
The second of these opinions, viz. That Abiathar being 
there with him, and made high-priest by the death of his 
father but a few days after this action, it might well be 
said to be done in the days of Abiathar the high-priest, 
though he was not then actually so, is embraced by the 
learned Bishop of Ely on 1 Sam. xxi. G. this being said to 
be done in his days, as things may be said to have been 
done in the days of Henry the Eighth, or any other king 
of England, which came to pass but a little before he 



• Anliq. lib, 
1056. 



vii. cap. 11. p. 2 17. B. D. p. 248. B. G. lib. i. couir. Apion. 
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began to reign; to which may be added the criticism of 
Dr. Hammond, that Ittl is to be rendered before, so irrl 
[itTotKtaiae must be rendered before the captivity, Matt, 
i. 11. Jechonias and his brethren being begotten not un- 
der, but before the captivity. Dr. Lightfoot falls in with 
the two last solutions, rendering the words in the days of 
Abiathar the so?i of the high-priest, as rov c HXl is the son of 
Eli, Luke iii. 23. and so on to the end of the chapter ; and 
saying, that he therefore is named, rather than Ahimelech, 
because he brought the ephod to David, 1 Sam. xxii. G. 
and by him inquiry was made by urim and thummim, 
1 Sam. xxi. 2. 4. 9. 11, 12. xxx. 7, 8. 2 Sam. ii. 1. 5. 
xix. 21. whence it was usual, saith he, for the Jews by 
Abiathar to understand the urim and tJie thummim; this 
therefore seems to give some advantage to this instance, 
to say it was done under that Abiathar who had the order- 
ing of that Divine oracle, and so might be supposed to do 
this by Divine direction. But because this also is very 
rare, I offer, thirdly, that interpretation which saith, that 
by the high-priest here we are to understand, not him who 
was strictly so called, but one who was an eminent man of 
that order, this being the import of the word, 

1. When mention is made of power given airb or wtpl 
twv apxizptvv, from or by the high-priests, Aots ix. 14. 
Xxvi. 10. 12. 

2. Of high-priests gathered together, Matt. ii. 4. xxvi. 3. 
xxvii. G2. John xi. 47. xii. 10. 

3. Of the chief priests coming to Jesus, Matt. xxi. 15. 
23. 45. and that Christ ought to suffer by the chief priests, 
Matt. xvi. 21. 

4. Of Judas coming to the chief priests, Matt. xxvi. 14. 
47. Mark xiv. 10. 43. Matt. xxvii.3.G. 12. 20.41. John 

xviii. 3. 

5. Of the chief priests and scribes, Mark viii. 21. x. 33. 
xi. 18.*xiv. 1. xv. 1. 

G. Of the chief priests and elders, Johnvii. 32. Acts iv. 
23. xxv. 15. 

• 7. Of all the high-priests, Matt, xxvii. 1. Mark xiv. 53. 
See the like expressions, Mark xiv. 1. xv. 3.10, 11. 31. 
Luke xxiii. 4. 13. 23. xxiv. 20. John xviii. 35. xix. G. 15. 
21. Acts v. 24. ix. 21. xxii. 30. xxiii. 14. 

# E:rl y A(3taQap tov *Apxizp£t*>c, In the days of Abiathar the 
high-priest. 1 Good Mr. \Vhiston has given us an ingeni- 
ous treatise upon this place, in which he attempts to shew 
that neither the Ahimelech nor the Abiathar mentioned 
in the history of David's eating the shew-bread, was high- 
priest at all ; but another 'Abiathar, not mentioned at all 
there, but 2 Sam. xiv. 3. was then high-priest : and I, who 
never am backward to yield to evidence, will give him the 
honour of having found out the best solution of this diffi- 
culty that I have yet seen, when he hath answered these 
ensuing arguments. 

Arg. 1. That Josephus, who, being a Jew and a priest, .. 
and who mentions the genealogy of their high-priests care- 
fully preserved to his days, and so must be supposed a 
competent witness in this case, styles that very Ahimelech, 
who gave David the shew-bread, and who was slain by ' 
Doeg, six times Ahimelech the high-priest. Abiathar his 
son is also several times styled the high-priest by the same 
Josephus. It is no sufficient answer to this, to say, as 
Mr. Whiston doth, Jhat neither Ahimelech nor Abiathar 
is styled high-priest; but the one is Ahimelech the priest, 



the other Abiathar the priest* For it is a certain truth, that 
from Eleazar the son of Aaron, in the book of Deutero- 
nomy, to Hilkiah, in the close of the book of Chronicles, 
not one person is by name styled JV. N. the Mgh-priest, 
though there was all that while a high-priest in being. 
Now what reason is there to deny that Ahimelech ha- 
choen signifies Ahimelech the high-priest, when' no other 
name is given to any high-priest in Scripture, for above 
four hundred years? Of less importance is it to say, that 
we read not that either of them officiated as high-priest > in 
the great day of expiation, when we read not of any one 
that did so in the books of Samuel, Kings, or Chronicles. 

Arg. 2. That Ahimelech was high-priest, is proved from 
the accusation which Doeg lays against him, that he in- 
quired of the Lord for David, 1 Sam. xxii. 10. and from 
AhimeleehVown confession, that he had done the same 
thing before, vcr. 15. and by the testimony of Josephus,* 
saying, that he did, iroWaKig irpo^r\Tiv<jat, oft consult the 
oracle for him: whereas the high-priest alone having on 
the ephod of judgment, had not Ahimelech been high-priest, 
he neither could have done so, nor could he reasonably 
have been accused of doing it. 

To this it is answered, That Ahimelech prayed, or in- 
quired of God for David ; but no circumstances being men- 
tioned, it does not appear whether it was any thing more 
than affording David a place in the public prayers of the 
tabernacle, or the lending him the sacred garments, and 
giving him proper opportunities for his own inquiries (as a 
prophet) of the Almighty. 

But sure it is better to say nothing, than to use such 
sorry shifts as these; he inquired of the Lord for him; that 
is, he prayed for him, or gave him a place in the public 
prayers of tlte tabernacle, or he lent him a linen ephod to 
inquire in. Let him shew one instance of any priest that 
is ever said to inquire of the Lord besides the high-priest, 
and he will say something to lessen the force of this argu- 
ment, which is yet left in its full strength; let him shew 
one of the consecrated ephods that was lent to a layman, 
or where lending one an ephod, or giving him a place in 
the public prayers of the tabernacle (if then there were 
any such prayers, or any such usage), signifieth Shaal lo 
bejehovah, i. q. to inquire for him from Jehovah, and he 
will say something pertinent to this objection. As for 
Rebecca, she inquired not of a priest, but, say the Jews, 
of a prophet ; and this she did long before there was a!ny 
high-priest wearing an ephod, by God appointed for this 
very end. And, saith the Bishop of Ely, it is most rea- 
sonable to think, that sho went herself, and inquired at 
the Schechinah, or a placo of tho Divine presence, and the 
Lord answered her by an angel. (Gen. xxv. 23.) - 

Arg. 3. That Ahimelech had then the ephod to inquire 
by, is evident, because when Abiathar his son fled thende 
to David, he carried the ephod in his hand; he went down, 
saith the Septuagint, e^wv l(j>ov$ lv ry x tl P^ «vrov, having 
the ephod in his hand; and that this was the very ephod to 
which the breast-plate was annexed, the Bishop of Ely 
proves; (1.) because it is not styled a linen ephod, such as 
the priests used, but emphatically the ephod. (2.) Because 
when David was about to inquire of the Lord, he speaks 
twice to Abiathar thus, Bring hither the ephod: (1 Sam. 

* Antiq. lib. vi. cap. 14. p, 196. 
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xxiii. 9. xxx.. 7.) whereas, had it been only a linen ephod, 
it could have done him no service in his inquiries. This 
being so, if David himself inquired -of. the Lord by this 
ephod, he, invaded on the priest's office, and so was guilty 
of tho highest sacrilege; but if he made this inquiry by the 
mouth, of Abiathar, the son of Ahimeleeh, who was slain 
at Nob, then was Abiathar high-priest, and so Mr. Wins- 
ton's scheme is overthrown. Some think, saith the Bishop 
of Ely, that David put on the ephod, and then asked the 
Lords advice; but that is a great mistake: for the. high- 
priest was the person appointed by God to ask counsel of 
him for the supreme governor, (Numb, xxvii. 21.) there- 
fore David spako these words by the mouth of Abiathar. 
When therefore it is said that David inquired of tho Lord, 
it is reasonable. to conceive, , that he did this, both in the | 
places -mentioned, and 2 Sam. ii. 1. 5. 19. by the person 
appointed by God to ask counsel for him,, i. e. by Abiathar 
the high-priest; these being eases all concerning war, in 
which the ordinance of God appointed the. chief governor 
to ask counsel of him ; (Josh, xxvii. 20, 21.) and hence this 
very phrase, is used, when. other men asked counsel of the 
Lord in the like case: so Judg. i. 1. The children of Israel 
asked counsel of the Lord, IVTio shall go up for tis against 
the Canaanites? and, xx. 18. They arose, and went tip to 
the house of God, and asked counsel of God, saying, Who 
shall go up first to the battle against Benjamin ? and again, 
ver. 23. But that they did this by Phinehas tho high-priest, 
is evident from these words, ver. 27, 28. And the children 
oflsmel inquired of the Lord, for the ark of the covenant 
was there in those days; and Phinehas, the son ofEleazar, 
the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days. So Saul 
asked counsel of the Lord, 1 Sam. xiv. 37. but this he did 
by Ahijah the high-priest, ver. 3(J. (See ver. 18.) 

06/.. But, saith Mr. Whiston, "The high-priest in the 
latter end of Saul's reign, was with Saul and not with 
David : for Saul, a little before his death, inquired of the 
Lord, and the Lord answered him. not, neither by dreams, 
nor by urim, nor by prophets, (1 Sam. xxviii. C.) which 
words surely imply, that Saul had caused inquiry to be 
made by urim, which, being peculiar to the high-priest, 
doth shew that the Jewish high-priest was then with Saul, 
which we know Abiathar the. son of Ahimeleeh was not/' 

Ans. This is a considerable. objection; to which I shall 
not answer as some, do, that Saul had caused another 
ephod to be made, or that ho sent to David to inquire of 
Abiathar in his behalf; for there is no evidence for the 
second, and the first could do him no service, he having 
BO high-priest to inquire by. But I answer, That though 
it be said that God answered not Saul by urim, that only 
is put in because it.was one usual way .of. answering, not 
because Saul had tried that way; for he himself speaketh 
to Samuel thus, God is departed from me, arid ansivereth 
me no more,, neither by prophets, nor by dreams, vex; 15. 
making no e mention at all of his not answering by urim. 
And David observes, 1 Chron. xiii. 3. that Saul,. after the 
evil spirit came .upon him, inquired not at the ark, as for- 
merly he had done: (1 Sam. xiv. 18.) so that this pas- 
sage, as it is translated, seems only to say, that God gave 
him no answer at all by any of the usual ways: not by 
dreams, because the Spirit of the Lord was long since de- 
parted from him; (1 Sam. xyi. 14.) not by any direction of 
Jus prophets, because he had slain the Lord's prophets ; 



not by urim, because he neither had the breast-plate of 
urim, nor a high-priest to consult ; and lastly, translate 
the words thus, Saul feared ve jeschcal, for he had in- 
quired of the Lord, viz. since the time of his being rejected 
of God, and the .Lord had not answered him by any of 
these ways, and then this text is impertinent: and of such 
translations of the Hebrew the instances arc very many. 
(Sec Glassius dc verbo, lib. iii. tr. 3. canon 4C.) 

Arg. 4. That Abiathar the son of Ahimeleeh, who was 
slain at Nob, was high-priest, is proved, first, because 
Josephus three times calls him so, viz. lib. vi. cap. ult. 
p. 207. lib. vii. cap. 11. p. 247, 248. Secondly, Because 
he who was removed by Solomon from the high-priesthood 
was the same Abiathar who was with David in his exile; 
for he was that Abiathar who bore the ark before David, 
and xvho zuas afflicted in all the things in which David was 
afflicted, (1 Kings ii. 26.) which agrees only to that Abia- 
thar who was the son of Ahimeleeh slain at Nob. 

To this Mr. Whiston answers, " That there was an 
Abiathar who was the son of Ahijah, who was high-priest 
in the days of Saul, when David and his men did eat the 
shew-bread: that he had a son named Ahimeleeh, who was 
high-pricstin the days of David, and this is the Ahimeleeh 
mentioned, 2 Sam. viii. 17. in these words, And Zadok the 
son ofAhitub and Ahimeleeh the son of Abiathar were priests; 
and, this Ahimeleeh had a son named Abiathar, who was 
high-priest after him, and this was the Abiathar removed 
by Solomon, and not Abiathar the son of Ahimeleeh of 
Nob/!, 

Now to this I reply, that he offers no proof that his first 
Abiathar was the son of Ahijah, or that his Ahimeleeh had 
a. son .named Abiathar,. or. that either , of. the three was 
high-priest. The text now cited saith, that Zadok and 
Ahimeleeh the son of Abiathar were priests, but that cannot 
signify that they were high-priests, because there could not: 
be two high-priests together ; and therefore the Bishop of 
Ely and the generality of commentators say, Jhese two 
were the chief of the family of the priests, next to the high- 
priest, which .was Abiathar, and who were called second- 
ary priests. (2 Kings xxv. 18.) And whereas Mr. Whis- 
ton saith of his supposed Abiathar, , that he was afflicted 
with David, by undergoing the peril of a spy in the time 
that Absalom was in Jerusalem, and .David, was fled from 
him ; let any reasonable person judge, whether, on the ac- 
count of the peril of so few days, if indeed he lay under any 
peril, he could have been said to have been afflicted, Beeol, 
in all the things in which David had been afflicted. Sure the 
words of tho. Bishop of Ely here are much more agreeable 
to the history, viz. that this Abiathar underwent all the hard- 
ships which David endured in his exile. 
• But, saith Mr. Whiston, ". If that Abiathar who was de- 
prived by Solomon was the Abiathar of the family of Itha- 
mar, and son of Ahimeleeh of Nob, supposing that he be- 
gan his office at thirty, as the priests did, and continued 
with David forty years, he must be a very old man, almost 
eighty years old before he died ; whereas this contradicts 
God's threat against the family of Eli, that all the increase 
of his house should die in the flower of their age, and that 
there should not be an oldman in his house for ever.'* (ISam. 
ii.33.) 

Now to this I answer, first, in the words of the Bishop 
of Ely on 1 Sara. ii. 33. That .this threat did not belong to. 
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all the family of Ithamar, but only to the family of Eli. 
Secondly, Seeing king David died when he was seventy 
years old, (2 Sam. v. 4.) and seeing there could be no agfe 
set for the high-priest's entrance on his office, that depend- 
ing on the death of his father, Ahimeleeh coming to an un- 
timely end, Abiathar might be very young when he first 
entered upon his office, and begin it as priests after did at 
twenty, and so be not much above sixty when David died : 
and, lastly, when that threat had been executed in such a 
dreadful manner by the slaughter of the priests at Nob, we 
may reasonably conceive that one single person, made an 
exile, and afflicted in all that David was, might, for the 
service he had done to that good king, and the affliction 
he had already suffered, have his life prolonged above sixty 
or seventy years. 



CHAR III. * 

1. AND he entered again into the synagogue (of Caper- 
naum, i. 21.) and there was a man there which had a 
withered hand. 

2. And they (asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on 
the sabbath-day ? Matt, xii.19. and) watched him, whether 
he would heal him on the sabbath-day, that (if he did so) 
they might accuse him (as one that prof aneth the sabbath). 

3. And he said to the man who had the withered hand, 
Stand forth (in the sight of the synagogue). 

4. And (then) he saith unto them, [*] Is it lawful to do 
good on the sabbath-days, or to do evil ? to save life, or to 
kill, (by refusing to preserve it on that day? And this 
question he put to them by way of answer to their question,) 
but they held their peace. 

5. And when he had looked round about on them with 
anger, [*] being grieved for the hardness of their hearts 
(which would not yield to all the conviction he had given 
them, that it was lawful to do good on the sabbath-day), 
he saith to the man (who had the withered hand), Stretch 
forth thy hand. And he stretched it out; and his hand was 
restored whole as the other (was). 

6. And (this being done) the pharisccs went forth, and 
straightway took counsel with the Herodians against him, 
how they might destroy him. 

7. But [ 3 ] Jesus (his time of suffering being not yet come) 
withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea ; and a great 
multitude from Galilee followed him, and from Judea, 

8. And from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and from 
beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and Sidon, (I say) a 
great multitude, when they had heard what great things he 
did, came unto him. 

9. And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship should 
wait on him because of the multitude, lest they should 
throng him. 

10. For he had healed many; [ 4 ] insomuch that they 
pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues. 

11. And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down 
before him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. < 

12. And he straitly charged them that they should not 
make him known. 

13. And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth to him 
whom he would : and they came unto him. 

14. And he ordained twelve, that they should be with 

VOL. V. 



him (as his attendants), and that he might send them forth 
to preach. 

< 15. And (preaching in his name) to have power to heal 
sicknesses, and to cast out devils : 

16. And (they were) Simon, (whom) he surnamed Peter; 

17. And James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother 
of James ; and he surnamed them [ 5 ] Boanerges, which is, 
The sons of thunder. 

18. And Andrew r , and Philip, arid Bartholomew, and 
Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alpheus, and 
Thaddeus, and Simon the Canaanite, 

19. And [ 6 ] Judas Iseariot, which also betrayed him : 
and they went into a house (in Capernaum, ii. 1.) 

20. And the multitude eometh together again, so that 
they could not so much as (have leisure to) eat bread. 

21. And when his friends heard of it, they went out to 
lay hold on him: for they said, He isp] beside himself 
(Gr. he is faint by spending his spirits). 

22. And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem 
said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils 
casteth he out devils. 

23. And he called them unto him, and said unto them in 
(two) parables, (first,) How can Satan cast out Satan? 

24. And (for) if a kingdom be divided against itself, 
that kingdom cannot stand. 

25. And if a house be divided against itself, that housp 
cannot stand. 

26. And if (then) Satan rise up against himself, and be 
divided, he cannot stand, but ( his kingdom) hath an end. 

27. ( And again in another parable he said,) No man can 
enter into a strongman's house, and spoil his goods, except 
he will first bind the strong man ; and then he will (be able 
to) spoil his house. 

28. (Tlien he added these words). Verily I say unto you, 
All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and the 
blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme (me 
upon earth) : 

29. But he that shall blaspheme against (the following 
dispensation of) the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, 
but is in danger of (Gr. obnoxious to) eternal damnation: 

30. (And thus he spake) because they said. He hath an 
unclean spirit. 

f 31. There came then his brethren apd [ 8 ] his mother (to 
the place where he was), and (they), standing without, sent 
unto him, calling him (to them). 

32. And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto 
him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without geek for 
thee. 

33. And he answered them, saying, Who is niy mother, 
or my brethren 1 

34. And he looked round about on them which sat about 
him, and (pointing to his disciples, he) said, Behold my 
mother and niy brethren! 

35. For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is 
(by me valued as dearly as) my brother, and my sister, and 
mother. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. III. 

[ j ] Ver. 4. "ESESTI rote <raj3j3a<riv ayaSoTroiyaat, r) kuko- 
7Toiij<T<u; &e. Is it lawful to do good on, the sabbatli-days, 
or to do evil? to save life, or to kill?} Hence it seems to 

2L 
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follow, that he who doth not do good to his neighbour when 
he can, doth evil to him; it being a want of charity, and 
therefore evil, to neglect any opportunity of doing good, 
or shewing kindness to any man in misery; and that not to 
preserve his life when it is in danger, is to transgress that 
precept which saith, Thou shall not kill; because, by this 
delay, so much is taken from the pleasure of his life ; 
and, saith the aphorism, non est vivere sed vakre, vita. 
Hence the tradition of the Jews informs us, The hands of 
Moses were heavy, because ivhen Amalek came against them 
he deferred their deliverance till the morrow, (Exod. xvii. 
9.) and was not ready on that very day to give redemption 
to Israel. (B. Uziel. in Exod. xvii. 12.) 

[ 2 ]Ver.5. KalTrzpifiX&papwog avToitg fi.tr opy rig, And looking 
on them tvith anger.] Hence we learn that anger is not 
always sinful; this passion being found in him in whom 
was no sin. But then it must be noted, that anger is not 
properly defined by philosophers, opzfyg avr<Av7nja£W£, a 
desire of revenge, or causing grief to him who hath provoked 
or hath grieved us : for this desire of revengo is always 
evil ; and though our Saviour was angry with the pharisees, 
for the hardness of their hearts, yet had he no desire to 
revenge this siri upon them, but had a great compassion 
for them, and a desire to remove this evil. Anger is rather 
an inward motion and serious displeasure of the mind, aris- 
ing from the apprehension of some injury done or intended 
to ourselves, or others for who?n we are concerned, with a 
desire to remove the injury. (See note on Matt. v. 22.) 

[ s ] Ver. 7. Kai 6 'Iqaovg avexioprt<re, And Jesus withdrew 
himself tvith his disciples to the sea.] When Christ by his 
doctrine and miracles could do no good upon men, by rea- 
son of the hardness of their hearts, ver. 5. but they consult 
how they may destroy him, ver. 6. he usually departs and 
conceals himself, that he may give place to their wrath, and 
secure himself from their malice. (See Mattxii. 15. John 
viii. 59.) Whence we learn, not only that in such cases it 
is lawful thus to consult our safety, but that when men are 
so perverse, we, by concealing of the truth, do not betray 
it, but rather do comply with our Lord's precept, not to 
cast pearl before swine. (Matt. vii. 6.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 10. *£2ot£ ImTriwTuv avr$, Insomuch that they 
pressed upon him.] Dr. Hammond says, They fell down 
before his feet, requesting that they might touch him, or 
in order to the touching of him, as they did, vi. 56. But 
the pressing on him seems more agreeable to the reason why 
he desired a ship, viz. that they might not throng him. : 
[ 5 ] Ver. 17. Kal hriOr\Kiv avToig bvofiara Boavzpylg, And he 
.named them Boanerges, ivhich is, Sons of thunder.] Con- 
cerning the derivation of this word, see Dr. Lightfoot and 
Grotius. Christ seems to have given them this name from 
a foresight of the heat and zeal of their temper, of which 
they quickly gave an instance in their desire to call down 
fire from heaven, or thunder and lightning to consume the 
Samaritans : (Lukeix. 54.) and John also shewed his zeal, 
in forbidding him that cast out devils in Christ's name, be- 
cause he followed not them'. Hence we find in the Acts 
of the Apostles, Peter and John are the chief speakers and 
actors in the defence and propagation of the gospel: and 
the zeal of James and Peter, seems to be the reason why 
the one was slain by Herod, and the other imprisoned in 
order to the like execution. 
[ 6 ] Ver. 19. 'lovdav 'laKaptwriv, And Judas Iscariot, who 



also betrayed him.] The wisdom of Christ saw fit to admit 
Judas amongst his disciples, that by him the counsel of 
God in giving up his Son to the death, and the Scriptures 
might be fulfilled. (Acts i. 16.) And he is by him sent to 
preach, to cure diseases, and to cast out devils, who had 
himself a devil, (John vi. 70.) to teach us, that the mission 
of a person may be valid, though he be not sanctified ; and 
that we should hearken to, and, in things belonging to their 
ministerial office, should obey even such persons. Origcn,* 
indeed, declares his belief that Judas yvrtmtog vort £7rnn- 
ctivku, was once a sincere believer: for, saith he, had Christ 
found him at the first to have been a thief, he would not 
have committed the bag to him, when he had found him so 
to be, and his apostleship, even after he had pronounced 
him a devil, (John vi. 70.) for he fell from it only .by his 
transgression in betraying his Master. (Acts i. 25.) 1 see 
no necessary reason why he might not appoint him the 
bag, even though he lenew he was addicted to theft. Se- 
condly, He also argues thus — Christ sent him as he did the 
rest of the apostles, attended with the power of miracles, 
and with commission to say to any city where he came, 
Peace be to this city ; and with a promise, that if a son qf 
peace was there, that peace should rest upon him; if not, it 
should return into their bosom; which, saith he, Christ 
would not have done, had not Judas then been a son of 
peace. But, (1.) Christ hath informed us that miracles 
might be done even by the workers of iniquity, Matt. vii. 
22, 23. (2.) The twelve disciples were sent by two and 
two, Mark vi. 7. and so one of them being sincere, and a 
keeper of the word of God, (John xvii. G.) this prayer for 
peace might come upon them that were worthy for his sake, 
rather than for the sake of Judas. This opinion therefore 
of Origcn, as it is not certainly true, so neither can it cer- 
tainly be disproved. - • 

[ 7 ] Ver. 21. "EAf-yov yap, 3n iU<rrr\, And when his friends 
heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him; for they said, 
He is beside himself] This is spoken upon occasion of the 
multitude's coming so fast upon him, as that he had not 
time to take any food to recreate his weary spirits; and so 
that interpretation which renders the words thus, They 
said, He is fainty, or, may fall into a deliquium by spend- 
ing thus his spirits, hath nothing I can sec to render it im- 
probable ; this being frequently the import of the word in 
the Old Testament. So when the brethren of Joseph told 
Jacob that his son was living, i^&mj ry Stavoty, Jacob's 
heart fainted, (Gen. xlv. 26.) and afterward his spirit re- 
vived : (ver. 27.) so Itahab saith, When wc heard that God 
had dried up the Red Sea for you, lU<rrt}fitv ry k-apSfy yp&v, 
our hearts fainted, nor did there remain any breath in us; 
(Josh. ii. 11.) so when the kings of Syria and Israel con- 
spired against Ahaz king of Judah, 1%1<tty\ n ^x 7 ^ aifT0 ^> &' 5 
heart fainted, and the heart of his peojylc: (Isa. vii. sec 
xxxiii. 3.) and of Eraath and Arphad, Jeremiah saith, 
xlix. 23. on i}KQVvav uKorjv Trovrjpav, l^i<m}aav, ivhen they 
heard evil tidings, their heart fainted. (See also Gen. xlii. 
28:) This interpretation I like best ; because it is absurd 
to say, that Christ did, either in his gesture or his actions, 
shew any symptoms of transportation, or excess of ilrind: 
nor could his kindred have any reason tQ conceive thus of 
* him, who had never given tho least symptoms of any sucli 
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excess, though they of them who believed not in him 
(John vii. 4.) might have such unworthy thoughts of him. 

[ 8 ] Ver.31. f H prmp avrov,And his mother.'] Hence Theo- 
phylact taxes her, kcvoSo&'oc, of vain-glory and of guilt, in 
endeavouring to draw him, aitb rifc $idapKaktag,from teach- 
ing the ivord: Tertullian* pronounceth her guilty of in- 
credulity: Chrysostom, of vain-glory, infirmity, and mad- 
ness, for this very thing. (Horn. 27, in Matt. torn. ii. p. 191.) 

CHAP. IV. 

1. AND he began again to teach by the sea-side: and 
there was gathered to him a great multitude, so that he en- 
tered into a ship, and [ x ] sat in (it on) the sea; and the 
whole multitude was by the sea (side) on the land. 

£. And he taught them many things by parables, and 
said to them in his doctrine, 

3. Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: 

4. And it came to pass, as he sowed, some ( seed) fell by 
the way-side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured 
it up* 

r 5. And some fell on stony ground, where it had not 
much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had 
no depth of earth ( and so could not be long covered by it): 

6. But (and) when the sun was up, it was scorched; and 
because it had no (deep) root, it withered away. 

7. And some fell among thorn^, and the thorns grew up, 
and choked it, and it yielded no fruit, 

8. And other (seed) fell on good ground, and did yield 
fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, 
[ 5 J some thirty, and some sixty, and some a hundred (fold 
increase). 

9. And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. 

10. And when he was alone (i. e. retired from the mul- 
titude), they that were about him with the twelve asked 
him (the meaning of) the parable. 

11. And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know 
the mystery of the kingdom of God ( the effect and pro- 
gress it will have among men): but [ 3 ] unto them that are 
without ( and not prepared to receive the doctrine of this 
kingdom) all (these) tilings are done in parables : ( they 
having shut their eyes, and hardened their hearts, Matt. 
xiii. 15.) 

12. That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and 
hearing they may hear, and not understand ; lest at any 
time they should be converted, and their sins should be 
forgiven them. 

13. And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable ? 
[*] and how then will ye know all parables? (as might be 
reasonably expected from you, who should have ears to hear, 
i. e. discerning spirits in such things. 

14. Take then the sense of this parable thus:) The sower 
(is he who) soweth the word. - 

15. And these arc they (who are represented by the seed 
sown) by the way-side, where (among whom) the word is 
sown ; but when they have heard (it), [ 5 ] Satan cometh 
immediately, and takcth away the word that was sown in 
their hearts. 

16. And these are they likewise which are (represented 
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by the seed) sown on stony ground; who, when {hey have 
heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 

17. And (yet) have no root in themselves, and so endure but 
for a time; (and) afterward, when affliction or persecution 
ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. 

18. And these are they which are (represented by seed) 
sown among thorns; (to wit,) such as hear the word, 

19. And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, and the lusts (or desires) of other things entering, 
in (to the heart), choke the word, and ( so) it becomefh un- 
fruitful. 

20. And these are they which, are (represented by the 
seed) sown on f 6 ] good ground ; (to wit,) such as hear the 
word and receive it, and bring forth frait, some thirty-fold, 
some sixty, and some a hundred. 

21. [ 7 ] And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be 
put under a bushel, or under a bed ? and not (rather) to be- 
set on a candlestick ? (i. e. Do I give you this light into my 
doctritie, that you may conceal it? Surely, no,) 

. 22. For there is nothing hid (as being spoken by me in 
obscure parables), which shall (should) not be manifested^ 
neither was any thing kept (Gr. made) secret (by me), 
but that it should come abroad. 

23. If any man have ears to hear, let him hear (i. e. let 
these things be duly understood, and accordingly performed 
by you). 

24. And he said unto them, [*] Take heed what (L e. 
how you attend to what) you hear ; (for) with what mea- 
sure you mete, it shall be measured to you : and to you that 
hear shall more be given (i. e. according to your profi- 
ciency in hearing, will the word be dispensed to you). 

25. For he that (improveth what he) hath, to 5 him shall 
be given (more); and he that hath not (improved his pre- 
sent knowledge), from him shall be taken even that (know- 
ledge which) he hath. 

26. And he said, [ 9 ] So is (it with the doctrine of) the 
kingdom of God (received into a good heart), as if a man 
should cast (good) seed into the ground; 

27. And (having done so) should sleep, and rise, night 
and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he know- 
eth hot how (as indeed it is with respect to the seed sown in 
the earth). 

28. For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the 
blade, then the car, after that the full corn in the .ear. 

29. But when the fruit is brought forth (to maturity), 
immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest 
is come : (so when, by the preaching of the word, men are 
made ripe for the harvest, i. e. prepared to receive the gos- 
pel, the apostles will come and gather them into my kingdom.) 

30. And he said (also), Whereuhto shall we liken the 
(doctrine of the) kingdom of God? or with what compari- 
son shall we compare it? 

31. [ 10 ] It is like a grain of mustard-seed, which, when it 
is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the 
earth : 

32. But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh 
greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches ; so* 
that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it: 
(even so the kingdom of the Messiah, before his death and 
burial in the earth, will have only a small and insensible in- 
crease, but after his resurrection it will spring up, and be- 
come the greatest of all kingdoms.) 

2L2 
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33. And with many such parables spako he the word unto 
them, as they were able to hear it (tvithout offence). 

34. But without a parable spake he not unto them : and 
when they were alone, he expounded all things (which he 
thus spake) to his disciples. 

35. And the same day, when the even was come, he 
saith unto them, Let us pass over to the other side (of the 
lake). 

80. And when they had sent away the multitude, they 
took him (along with them) even as he was (sleeping) in 
the ship ; (for he went first into the ship, and his disciples 
after him, Matt viii. 22.) and there were also with him 
other littlo ships. 

. 37. And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves 
beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 

38. And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on 
a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, 
carest thou not that we perish ? 

39. And (then) he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said 
unto the sea, Peace, be still. And (instantly) the wind 
ceased, and there was a great calm. 

. 40. And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how 
is it that ye have no faith? (and this he had cause to say,) 
["] for they feared exceedingly (though he was present with 
them, and they had such experience of his power). 

41. And (seeing that the wind ceased at his word, they) 
said one to another. What manner of man is this, that even 
the wind and the sea obey him ? 

"annotations on CHAP. IV. 

['] Ver. 1. KAGH'SBAI lv ry »aAa<nrp, Satin the sea.'] That 
is, in a boat upon the sea, at a little distance from the shore. 
• [*] Ver. 8. *Ev TptaKOvra, teal ev l%rjKOvra, koi tv ttcarbv, Some 
thirty, some sixty, and some a hundred.] The fathers of the 
fourth and fifth centuries were superstitious admirers of 
virginity, and so allotted here the hundred-fold increase to 
virgins; the sixty-fold, to widows that married not again ; 
the thirty-fold, to those who lived in wedlock: so Athana- 
sius, Ep. ad Ammun. St. Jerome, in locum, et lib. i. adv. 
Jovin. lit. K. et Apol. ad Pammachium, f. 37. lit. G. 
This did St. Jerome, saith Erasmus, durior in nuptias; 
and others, iniquiores nuptiis. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 11. Tolc ?£w To them that are without.] It was 
customary for the Jews to give this title to the heathens; 
our Saviour therefore, by applying it to them, seems to 
hint to them, That in a short time the kingdom of God 
would be taken from them, and they themselves would be 
oi ??w, them that were without. (Matt. viii. 12. Luke xiii. 
25. 28. sec note on Luke viii. 10.) 

[*] Ver. 13. Kat 7ro)g;How then?] For icat here is not only 
copulative, but illative; and so thewords are to be ren- 
dered, How then? or, How therefore? So Psal. ii.10. ml 
vvv, Now therefore ye kings, be wise; Psal. vii. 7. tcai virtp 
t<xvtt\q, For their sakes therefore return on high; Psal. 
xviii. 42. Ka\ XtTtrvvCj, Then did I beat than as small as 
the dust. This sense it bears in the Scptuagint, Gen. xiii- 
*1G. xxiv. 41. xxviii.21. xxxi. 8. xlii. 34. 38. Exod. vi. 1. 
vii. 9. 11. Lev. iv. 3. 14. 23. 28. v. 5. vi. 4. Numb. v. 15. 
21. Dcut. vi. 21. viii. 10. Josh. i. 15. xxiv. 20. 1 Sam. i. 11. 
vi, 9. Joel ii. 18. Micah vii. 9. Mai. ii. 2. and in the New 
Testament, Mark x. 2G. koL tI?\ Who then can be saved? 



Luke ii. 15. When the angels tvere gone up to heaven, koi, 
then the shepherds said, Luko xii. 29. Seek -ye not there- 
fore what ye shall eat; 1 Cor. v. 13. teal i^apure, Therefore 
put away the evil person. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 15/Epx*™< * SaravSc, Satan cometh.] The birds 
of the air, ver. 4. Ta trtruva rov ovpavov, oi &aifiovtg ol rbv 
atpa Karixovreg, TJie birds of the air represent Satan, because 
his habitation is in the air. (Theoph.) 

f 6 ] Ver. 20. Oe iwl r*)v yfjv rrjv koXtjv, Upon good ground.] 
r Opa yovv 7rwc cnravia tu fcaXa, koI oklyoi ol trw^ojutvot, See 
(saith Theophylact) how rare are good men, and how few 
are saved; for only the fourth part of the seed fell upon 
good ground, and was preserved. Observe here also the 
gradation : the seed sown in the highway comes not up at all ; 
the seed sown upon stony ground comes up, but increase^ 
not; the seed sown among thorns increaseth, but bears no 
fruit; the seed sown on good ground, brings forth fruit to 
perfection. 

P] Ver. 21, 22. Kat tXtycv avTolg* fu'irt 6 \v\vog tpx irai > 
&c. And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put un- 
der a bushel, &c] These words being only spoken to Christ's 
disciples, when he was alone with them, and both here and 
in Luke viii. 16, 17. subjoined to the explication of this 
parable, I think it best to explain them accordingly; as if 
Christ had said, <€ I give you a clear light, by which you 
may discern the import of this and other parables; but this 
I do, not that you may kesp it to yourselves, and hide it 
from others, but that it may be beneficial to you, and by you 
be made beneficial to others ; and that having thus learned, 
you may instruct them how they ought to hear, and to re- 
ceive the word heard in good and honest hearts, (ver. 20.) 
And though I give you the knowledge of these mysteries 
of the kingdom of God, Kara/xovag, privately, I do it not that 
you may keep them so ; for there is nothing (thus) hid 
which should not be made manifest, neither was any thing 
made secret (by me) but that it should (afterward) come 
abroad," 

Hence also observe, that had Christ's apostles so ob- 
scurely delivered or writ the Gospels, and those other scrip* 
tures which contain the rule of faith even in things neces- 
sary to be believed or done unto salvation, as the Roman- 
ists pretend they did, they must have hid the candle under 
a bushel, and not have manifested it to the world, as Christ 
here requires them to do. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 24. BX^rcrc rt. Luke viii. 18. BXfcrtrc olv nwg 
aKovert, Take heed what (Luke, how) you hear: for tvilh 
tchat measure yon mete, &c] I think these words are well 
paraphrased by Theophylact thus, — Let not any thing you 
have heard slip from you, but lay it up in your heart; for 
according to that measure of attention and readiness of 
mind you uso in hearing of the word, and your diligence in 
pondering it, and care to practise suitably to what you know- 
already, will be your farther proficiency in knowledge : and 
he that hath npo^v/jiiav koI <nrov&)v, SwG/jtrtrat aur£ icat wtyt- 
\da, this readiness and care, shall profit by it: that r\ signi- 
fies 7Twc, we learn from these words, rl yap oTSac, How 
knowest thou, O husband, or, O wife? 1 Cor. vii. 1G. 

Ver. 24, 25.] Moreover, what can be more evident than 
this inference from these verses, That the word of God read 
and preached being the ordinary instrument of our conver- 
sion, and a savour either of life unto life, or of death unto 
death) conversion must depend partly on our attention to 
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it, our care to meditate upon it, and fix it in our hearts, 
and to act suitably to it in our lives; and that Christ, by 
adding these words as a motive to take heed to what we 
hear, that to them that thus hear shall more be given, doth 
plainly teach us that the salutary efficacy of the word of 
life depends partly on our affection to and our improve- 
ment of what we have heard, and partly on the disposition 
of the hearer; to wit, his freedom from a prevailing love 
to those enjoyments and pleasures of the world, which 
avert our thoughts from this attention, and so choke the 
influence of the word, and hinder our reception of it'into 
good and honest hearts: and also that our neglect so to im- 
prove it, is our own wilful fault, or our neglect to do that 
which God hath enabled us, or would upon this care enable 
us to do; and therefore is thus threatened with the removal 
of those means of grace we so unprofitably do enjoy. (See 
the note on Matt. xiii. 19.) 

p] Ver. 26. Kai tAcytv, ovrwg loriv v Baaikda rov Qzov, 
And he said, So is the kingdom of God.] This parable is 
mentioned only by St. Mark, and it seems to me to relate 
to the good.ground; for that only brought forth ripe fruit, or 
fruit unto perfection : I therefore paraphrase it thus, ." What 
I said of the seed sown upon good ground, may be illus- 
trated by this parable, That the doctrine of the kingdom of 
God, received into a good and honest heart, is like seed 
sown by a man in his ground, manured and tilled, and so 
prepared to receive it ; for when he hath sown it, he sleeps 
and wakes day after day; and looking on it, he sees it 
spring and grow up through the virtue of the earth in which 
it is sown, though he knows not how it doth so; and when 
he finds it ripe, he reaps it, and so receives the benefit of 
the seed sown: so is it here; the seed sown in the good 
and honest heart brings forth fruit with patience, and this 
fruit daily increaseth, though we know not how the word 
and Spirit work that increase; and then Christ, the hus- 
bandman, who sows this seed, at the time of the harvest 
sends forth the angels, his reapers, and gathers this good 
seed, I e. the sons of the kingdom represented by it, into 
his celestial mansions." (See Matt. xiii. 38. 43.) I see no 
necessity of inquiring here how Christ may be said to sleep 
and rise day and night; Christ being like to this husband- 
man only in sowing and reaping of his seed; nor can it be 
said of him, his seed grows up he knows not how; nor yet 
would I depend much on that remark of the fathers, that 
here is a proof of man's free-will and power to do good of 
himself, the seed being only sown, and no farther care taken 
of it : for as seed sown in the earth is only fruitful by being 
watered from heaven and ripened by the sun, so a like 
influence of the word and Spirit upon the heart of man, 
seems requisite to bring the seed sown in it to perfection. 

[ 10 ]Ver. 31. 'SIq KQKKy cnva-Mug, Tlie kingdom of God is 
like to a grain of mustard-seed.] tJ e. The kingdom of the 
Messiah may fitly be compared to a grain of mustard-seed, 
which, before it is cast into the earth, is the least of all 
seeds, but being sown in it, it groweth up, and becomes the 
greatest of herbs: (sec note on Matt. xiii. 31.) so this 
kingdom of the Messiah before his death and burial in the 
earth, which is called the sowing the body in the earth, 
(1 Cor. xv. 42, 43.) will have only a small and insensible 
increase, but will afterward spring up and become thb 
greatest of all kingdoms, for being lifted up, he will draiv 
oilmen after him. 



["] Ver. 40. Kal tyojS/^av ^oj3ov fUyavJ] These words 
I would join to the former, thus, He said to them, Why are 
you so fearful? &c. for they feared exceedingly ; and begin 
the last verse thus, And they said one to another* What man- 
ner of man is this ? &c. for this accords best with' Matt. viii. 
27. Luke viii. 25. 

CHAR V. 

1. AND they came over unto the other side of the sea, to 
the country of the [*] GadaTenes. 

2. And when he was come out of the ship, immediately 
there met him (coming) out of the tpmbs a [ 2 ]man with ah 
unclean spirit, 

3. Who had his dwelling among the tombs : and no mari 
could (effectually) bind him, no, not with chains : 

4. Because that he had often been bound with fetters 
and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by 
him, and the fetters broken iri pieces : neither could any 
man tame him. 

5. And always, night and day, he was in the mountains; 
and in the tombs, crying ( out), and cutting himself with 
stones. 

6. But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran (to him) and 
worshipped him, 

7. And ( the unclean spirit in him) cried with a loud 
voice, and said, [ 3 ] What have I to do with thee, Jesus, 
thou Son of the most high God ? I adjure thee by God; 
that thou torment me not. ' 

8. For he (Jesus had) said unto him, Come out of the 
man, thou unclean spirit (and this made him fear that 
Clirist might torment him). 

9. And he (Christ) asked him," What is thy name ? And 
he answered, saying, My name is Legion (a name of mul- 
titude): for we are many. 

10. And he besought him much [ 4 ] that he would not 
send them away out of the country. 

11. Now there was there nigh to the mountains a great 
herd of swine feeding. 

12. And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into 
the herd of swine," that (by thy permission) we may enter 
into them. ' 

13. And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And (then) 
the unclean spirits (of the man) went out (of him), and 
entered into the swine : and the herd ran violently down a 
steep place into the sea ( they were about two thousand), 
and were choked in the sea. 

14. And they that fed the swine fled, and told it (i. e. 
what was done) in the city, and in the [ 5 ] country. And 
they went out to' see what it was that was done. 

15. And they come to Jesus, and see him that was pos* 
scssed with the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and 
clothed, and in his right mind : and they were afraid (what 
one of so great power might farther do). 

16. And they that saw it told them how it befel to him 
that was possessed with the devil, and also concerning the 
swine. 

; 17. And they (being troubled for the loss m of them) began 
to pray him to depart out of their coasts. 

18. And when he was come into the ship, he that had 
been possessed with the devil prayed him that ho might be 
with him. 

19, Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith to him, 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



262 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[CHAP; V;> 



Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things (he 
Lord hath done for thee, and ( how he) hath had compassion 
on thee. % • 

* 20. And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis 
how great things Jesus had dono for him : and all men did 
marvel. . ..* 

21. And when Jesus was passed over again by ship to 
the other side, much people gathered to him : and he was 
nigh to the sea. 

22. And, behold, there comcth [ 6 ] oneof the rnlers of the 
synagogue, Jairus byname ; and when he saw him ( Christ), 
lie fell at his feet, 

23. And besought him greatly, saying, My little daugh- 
ter lieth at the point of death : (I pray thee) [*] come and 
lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed ; and ( I am 
confident if thou doest this) she shall live. 

24. And Jesus went with him ; and much people followed 
himf Jesus), and thronged him. 

25. And a certain woman, which had an issue (a flux) 
pf blood twelve years, 

. 26. And had suffered many things of many physicians, 
and [ 8 ] had spent all that she had, and was nothing bct- 
teredj but rather grew worse, 

27. When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press be- 
hind, and touched his garment. 

, 28. For she said (in her heart), If I may touch but his 
clothes, I shall be whole. I 

29. And straightway (upon this touch) the fountain of 
her blood was dried up : and she felt in her body that she 
was healed of that plague (u e. disease). 

30. And Jesus, immediately [ 9 ] knowing in himself that 
Virtue had gone out of him, turned (himself) about in the 
press, and said, Who touched my clothes ? 

31. And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the 
multitude thronging thee, -and sayest thou, Who touched 
me? 

32. And he looked round about to see her that had done 
this thing. 

33. But (then) the woman fearing and trembling, know- 
ing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, 
and told him all the truth. 

,34. And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made 
thee whole; go in peace, and be (still) whole of thy 
plague. 

35. While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of 
the synagogue's house (certain persons) which said, Thy 
daughter is dead, why troublest thou the Master any far- 
ther? . 

3G. As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, 
he saith to the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only 
believe. 

37. And he suffered no man to follow him (into the 
place where the daughter ivas), save Peter, and James, and 
John the brother of James, (and her father and mother, 
Luke viii. 51.) 

38. And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the sy- 
nagogue, and secth the tumult, and them that wept and 
[ 10 ] wailed greatly. 

39. And when he was come in, he saith to them, Why 
make ye this ado, and weep ? the damsel is not (so) dead, 
but ( that she shall presently arise from her bed, as one that) 
sleepeth. 



40. And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had 
put them all out, he ["] takcth the father and the mother of 
the damsel, and them that wero with him, (sec ver. 37.) and 
entered in where the damsel was lying. 

41. And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto 
her, Talitha cumi ; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I 
say unto thee, arise. 

42. And straightway tho damsel arose, and walked ; for 
she was of tho age of twelve years. And they were asto- 
nished with a great astonishment. 

43. And he charged them straitly that no man should 
know it ; and commanded that something should be given 
her to eat (to shew, saith Theophylact, that she was really 
alive), 

^ ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. V. 

VI Ver. 1. E'lS rrjv x^ } 9 av ™ v TaZagy\vC>v, Into the coun- 
try of the Gadarenes.] Theophylact here saith, ra aKpifiiortp* 
twv avTiypcKpwv etc Trjv X"*>P av T ^ v ^tpyetnivwv \ the exactest 
copies read Gergesenes, as St. Matthew doth, viii- 28. But 
both St. Mark hero, and St. Luke viii; 26. read the Gada* 
renes ; and therefore it is better answered by Dr. Lightfoot, 
that both say true, for the region of the Gergesenes was of 
broader extent than that of the Gadarenes, and the region 
of the Gadarenes was included in it. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. "Av0pto7roe h 7tvivh&ti aKaOdpTy, Luko viii. 27. 
dvfip tic, A man with an unclean spirit.] St. Matthew saith 
there were Sio Sai/iovtZofievot, two possessed with the devil, 
viii. 28. which difference, saith the reverend Dr. Ham- 
mond, hath nothing of weight in it ; for Matthew, which 
names two, saying the truth, the other evangelists, who 
name but one, not denying there were more, must neces- 
sarily say the truth also. Yet curiosity will not rest here, 
but will inquire, why, there being two, and both Xlavx^^ol, 
very fierce, St. Mark and St. Luke name only one? Dr. 
Lightfoot ingeniously conjectures, that one of these two 
was a Gergesene, and a Jew; and so, in casting the devil 
out of him, our Lord did only what he frequently had done 
in Judea; but the other was a Gadarene, i.e. one of a hea- 
then city, as Josephus testifies, and as may be collected 
from the swine they kept, it being, by the Jewish consti- 
tution, an unlawful tiling for any Jew to keep swine. (Sec 
Dr. Lightfoot Harm. p. 32.) Now of this one, St. Mark 
and Luke chiefly take notice, as being a more remarkable 
and rare instance; this and that of the Syrophoenician 
woman being the only instances of cures wrought upon 
tho heathens : that he was a heathen he probably conjec- 
tures, (1.) from tho city he inhabited, (2.) because the de- 
vils request, both that he would not torment them, and that 
he would not send them out of the country (which else- 
where they do not); for being among heathens, they thought 
they were among their own, and not in Christ's jurisdiction, 
as being not among his people. But (3.) the text yields a 
more certain answer, viz. that of these two, one only was 
avOpwiroQ lv aKdOdpTy 7rv£VfiaTt, a man possessed with an un- 
clean.spirit. (4.) He was the man whom the inhabitants 
oft attempted to bind, but could not effectually do it, he 
breaking all the bands and chains that they could lay upon 
him, (ver. 3, 4. Luke viii. 29.) Of these two remarkable 
circumstances, and of his being unclothed, and cutting 
himself with stones, St. Matthew makes no mention; and 
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therefore Mark and Luke give us the history of him more 
largely, omitting the other, in whom there was nothing so 
remarkable. , 

[ 3 ] Ver. 7. Tilfxoi mi <xoi ; What have I to do tvith thee?] 
This is not a Hebraism, as some think, from 2 Kings ill- 13, 
&c. bnt a form of speaking used in the Greek tongue. So 
Arrian in Epictetus,* tl -nfxiv kol avr$, what have we to do 
with him ? (See more instances in Schmid. on Matt. viii. 29.) 

[*] Ver. 10. "Iva fxrj avrovg airocrrd\y ?£a> Trie X&Q a S> That 
he would not send them away out of the country.] It is 
observed by Grotius here, that in this country there were 
many apostates from the Jewish faith, over whom the 
devils exercised their power; as under the Christian eco- 
nomy they became subject to the power and chastisement 
of Satan, who either denied the fundamentals of, or by 
their wicked deeds became a scandal to, the Christian faith. 
(1 Cor. v. 5. ITim. i. 20. Vide Tertul. de Spectaculis, 
cap. 20. Cyprian de Lapsis. ed. Ox. p. 132, 133.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 14. Kal dc rovg aypovg, Told it in the city, and 
in the country.] Or rather in the little villages, where the 
houses were few and apart. Seevi.36. Send them away 
that they may go into the country and villages, and market- 
towns, and bay bread; So again, ver. 56. 

Many Tiere are the practical observations ofTheophylact 
uppn this history, which I will briefly represent. As, (1.) 
From the devil's asking leave to go into the swine, he ob- 
serves, that they could not hurt them, much less can they 
hurt man, without the Divine permission. (2.) That as hav- 
ing leave they instantly hurry these swine to destruction, 
so much more would they deal with men, did not the hand 
of Providence restrain them. (3.) That he who had been 
possessed with the devil, desired to be with Christ, as 
fearing lest at his departure the devil. might seize on him 
again; and that Christ permitted him not, partly to avoid 
the suspicion of vain-glory, of which he might have given 
some umbrage, had he carried about with him those upon 
whom his greatest miracles were wrought; and partly to 
shew that in his absence he was able to protect those that 
believe and trust in him, from the malice of all evil spirits. 
(4.) From those words of our Saviour, Go,. tell what great 
things the Lord hath done to thee, we learn, saith he,. from 
Christ's example, when wd do any good not to ascribe it to 
ourselves, but give God the glory of it. Note, lastly, that 
Dr. Hammond in his paraphrase gives three reasons why 
our Saviour permitted the devils to enter into the swine; 
(1.) That the people might, see the virulency of these 
devils, if not restrained by him, and so the mercy done to 
those that were possessed. (2.) The mercy now approach- 
ing to their country by the coming of Christ, if they would 
accept of it. And (3.) to try whether their love to their 
swine was greater than that to their own souls. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 22. EIc rwv apx itTVva y < * y Y ijJV 9 One of the rulers of the 
synagogue.] The word apx for waywyoc, or ru ^ er of the sy- 
nagogue, is mentioned both in the Scriptures, the Jewish 
writers, and the Imperial Constitutions; in which sense it 
appears from Scripture, that the rulers of the synagogue 
were more than one, as may be gathered (1.) from these 
words r one of the rulers of the synagogue, to wit, at Caper- 
naum; for that in Capernaum there was but one synagogue 
is probably collected from the words of St. John, vi. 50'. 



These things spake Jesus' in the synagogue, teaching in Car 
pernaitm. (2.) From the express words of St. Luke, who 
when Paul and Barnabas were entered into the synagogue 
at Antioch, ol apxivvvaywyoi, the rulers of the. synagogue 
said to them, If ye have any word of exhortation to the peo- 
ple, speak: (Acts xiii. 15.) and also from the. mention of 
Crispus and Sosthenes, as apx'^vaywyot, riders of the sy 
nagogue at Corinth: (Acts xviii. 1. 17.) or else -more 
Strictly to import the person who was the president,; the 
head, or the master of the synagogue; and in this sense he 
was but one, as when St. Luke saith, xiii. 14. 6 apx t1TVVaL 
ytoyog, the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation. 
(See this more fully in Capeg. Vitringa de Regim. Synag. 
lib. ii. cap. 11.) But, whereas some learned men conceive 
that the word synagogue here signifies, not the house of 
prayer, or of reading and expounding the law, but the con> 
sistory of twenty-three, appointed in every city, who were 
able to punish offences not capital, to scourge, &c. because 
our Saviour says, they shall deliver you up, tig <n/v?5§p(a, to 
the councils, and they shall scourge you in the synagogues : 
(Matt. x. 17. xxiii. 34.) Behold, I send to you prophets 
and wise men, and some of them ye shall kill, and some ye 
shall chastise in your synagogues; this I think is a mistake: 
for, (1.) in the tenth Chapter our Saviour mentions the sy- 
nagogues, in which the Christians were to be scourged, as 
distinct places from the synedria, or councils to which 
they were to be delivered. And (2.) St. Paul declares 
once and again, that he did beat the Christians in their sy- 
nagogues, (Actsxxii. 19.) that he punished them throughout 
all the synagogues, (xxvi. 11.) and that this flagellation, 
and the rebels 9 beating, were used in the synagogues, is 
fully proved by Campeg. Vitringa de Regim. Syn. Vet. lib. 
iii. par. i. cap. 11. p. 774. 

xj] Ver. 23. Alyu>v— Iva k\9u>v lmQ$g, Saying, Come and 
lay thy hands on her.] It is observable that there is fre- 
quently an ellipsis of some verb or sentence before the par- 
ticle %va, as here Slofxat, I pray thee, is wanting : so chap. 
xiv. 49. a\X ha 7rX?jpa>0w<riv, but rovro lyivtTo, this was done 
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: so 1 John ii. 19. a\X 
'iva <j>avepu>Qu><nv, but this was done that they might appear 
not to be of us: Eph. v. 33. tfSS ywfj iva, " Uxor autem vi- 
deat, sive det operam," Let the wife see that she reverence 
her husband* 

[ 8 ] Ver. 2G. Kal Sairavficracra ra trap laimjc navra, And had 
spent all that she had.] Here comes to be considered a 
story introduced by Euscbius* with an sXeyov, it is reported, 
" That by the gate of this woman's house was erected a 
brass statue, bearing the effigies of this woman upon her 
knees in the posture of a supplicant; and, opposite to her, 
the effigies of a man in brass, resembling Jesus stretching 
out his hand to the woman; and that at the feet of it an 
unknown plant sprung up, which, reaching to the borders 
of his brass doublet, or coat, became a present remedy 
against all manner of diseases." And therefore Asterius, 
in his homily upon this woman, declares that Maximinus, 
avfiikero Trig ttoX^kvjjc. to koXkov, took away this brazen sta- 
tue from that city. (Cod. 271. p. 1508.) Now that there 
might be two brass statues in that city, built according to 
the heathenish custom, I deny not; but that they wer6 
either erected by this woman, or contained the resem* 



Lib. i. cap. l»p, 85. 
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blance of Christy or that any such herbs growing thus up, 
bccamo a present remedy to all diseases, I find cause, with 
Charlemain, to say, si tamen facta est, that is, to doubt the 
truth of the relation: for, not to insist on the silenco of all 
the three evangelists, who mention this woman, and could 
not be ignorant of a thing so famous, or silent in a matter 
■which so much tended to the confirmation of the Christian 
faith; not to insist upon it, that neither Justin Martyr, who 
was born in Palestine, where Paneas or Csesayea Philippi 
was; nor Origcn, who conversed many years at Tyre near 
this place; nor Irenasus or Tcrtullian, who speak of this very 
woman, makes the least mention of this brazen statue, or 
this miraculous herb; nor, thirdly, that this herb having 
then only its miraculous effects when it touched tho border 
of our Saviour's garment, smells rank of the superstition of 
the latter times: to omit, I say, all these things, how should 
a woman who, as all these evangelists inform us, ltad spent 
all that slie had, be able to erect two such costly statues 
as were sufficient to exhaust the fortunes even of wealthy 
persons? or how can w r e imagine that the Jews, in all 
their wars, and the gentiles, both bitter enemies to Christ- 
ianity, should suffer such a confirmation of it to remain 
even to the days of Eusebius ? 

[ 9 ] Ver. 30. Kal 'Iriaovg z7riyvoi>g iv lavrtjp rrjv Svvafiiv l%t\- 
Oovaav, And Jesus knowing in himself that virtue had gone 
out of him.] From these and the like words, that Svvauig 
wap clvtov, virtue with him, went out, and healed them all, 
(Luke vi. 19.) it is evident that the virtue which did these 
miraculous cures resided in Jesus, which is never said of 
any of the prophets or apostles; the Divine virtue by 
which these prophets and apostles did thehr miraculous 
cures is ascribed to God ; as in these words, Bwafxetg re 
ov rag rvx<>ioo.g IttoUi 6 Gebg, and God did special mira- 
cles by the hands of Paul; (Acts xix. 11, 12.) but the mi- 
racles done by Christ, to the Divine virtue dwelling in him ; 
whence he so often declares, that the Father abiding in him 
did the ivorks. (John xiv. 10.) 

[ !0 ] Ver. 38. K\a(ovrag mat a\a\a%ovrag -rroWa, He sees the 
multitude weepingand ivailing greatly.'] 'AXoAa&tv ordinarily 
signifies to make a joyful sound; but it is often used by the 
Septuagint to signify the voice oflantentation; as when the 
prophet Jeremy says, xxv. 34. aXaXa&re ol -rrot^iveg, Howl, ye 
shepherds, and cry ; and wallow yourselves in ashes, ye prin- 
cipal of the flock ; and, ver. 3G. A voice of the cry of the shep- 
herds, teal aXaXayubg, anda howling of the rams of the flock 
shall be heard; and the prophet Ezckiel, xxvii. 30. aXaXa- 
Zovmv i-n-i <re, They shall cause their voice to be heard against 
thee, and shall cry bitterly: so also, Jer. iv. 8. xlvii. 2. 
and these two senses hath the Hebrew halal, from which 
it seems to be derived. 

C U ] Ver. 40. TlapaXaufiavEi rbv irariga koi fxrrripa' He taketh 
with him the father and the mother, &c.] ?. c. As many wit- 
nesses as were sufficient to confirm the fact, and no more, 
lest he should seem to be desirous of vain-glory. 

CHAP. VI. . 

1. AND he went out from thence (i. c.from Capernaum), 
and came into his own country (Nazareth, Luke iv. 1G.) 
and his disciples follow him. 

2. And when the sabbath-day was come, he began to 
teach in the synagogue : and many hearing were asto- 



nished (at his words), saying, From whence hath this'man 
these things? and what (kind of) wisdom is this which 
is given to him, (and how is it) that even (Gr. also) such 
mighty works are wrought by his hands? 

3. Is not I 1 ] this the carpenter, the son of (Joseph and) 
Mary ? (Is he not) the brother of James and Joses, and 
of Juda and Simon? and arc not his sisters here with us 
(in all whom we find no such marks of power or wisdom)? 
And (by reason of his mean alliance) they were offended 
at him. 

4. But (then) Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not 
without honour, but (Gr. is not despised, save) in (and for) 
his own country (Galilee, John vii. 52.) and among his own 
kin, and in his own house (or for them). 

. 5. And he [ 2 ] could do there no mighty work (because of 
their unbelief), save that he laid his hands on a few sick 
folk, and healed them. 

6. [ 3 ] And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And 
(leaving them) he went round about the villages teaching. 

7. And he calleth to him the twelve (apostles), and 
began to send them forth* by two and two; and gave them 
power over unclean spirits; 

8. And (he) commanded them that they should take 
nothing for their journey, save [ 4 ] a staff only; (viz.) no 
scrip, no bread (for victuals), no money in their purse (to 
buy it) : 

. 9. But (that they should) be shod with sandals; and not 
put on two coats. 

10. And he said to them, In what place soever ye enter 
into a house, there abide till ye depart from that place. 

11. And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you 
when ye depart (Gr. departing) thence, shake off the dust 
under your feet for a testimony against them, (that you 
count them as unclean; and) verily I say to you, It shall 
be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of 
judgment, than for that city. 

12. And they went out, and preached that men should 
repent. 

13. And they cast out many devils, and [ 5 ] anointed with 
oil many that were sick, and healed them. 

14. And king Herod heard of him, for* his name was 
spread abroad; and he said, That John the Baptist was risen 
from the dead, and therefore mighty w r orks do shew forth 
themselves in him. 

15. Others said, That it is Elias. And others said, That 
it is \f] a prophet (raised from the dead), or as one of the 
( old) prophets. 

16. But when Herod heard thereof (i.e. of his fame), he 
said, It is (that) John whom I beheaded : he is risen from 
tho dead. 

17. For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon 
John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his bro- 
ther Philip's wife: for he had married her (his brother 
being yet living). 

18. For John had said to Herod, It is not lawful for thee 
to have thy brother's wife. 

19. Therefore Herodias [ 7 ] had a quarrel against him, 
and would have killed him ; but she could not (prevail with 
Herod so to do). 

20. For Herod feared (to take away) John, knowing 
that he was a just man and a holy (person), and he [^ob- 
served (cvvtHjpet he kept) him (from the malice of He- 
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rodias; or, he was formerly observant of him); and when 
he heard of him,he did many things (which John taught J, 
and heard him gladly. 

21. And (but) when a convenient day was come (for 
her malicious purposc,viz. the day) that Herod (celebrating) 
his birthday, made a supper to (for) his lords, high cap- 
tains, and chief estates of Galilee; 

22. And when the daughter of the said Herodias came 
in, and danced, and pleased Herod (Gr. coming in, dancing 
and pleasing Herod), and them that sat with him, the king 
said to the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I 
will give it thee. - . . . . 

23. And he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask of 
me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom. 

24; And (then) she went forth, and said (Gr. going forth 
said) to her mother, What shall I ask ? And she said, (Ask) 
the head of John the Baptist. 

25. And she came in straightway with haste unto the 
king, and asked, saying, I will that thou give me by and by 
in a charger the head of John the Baptist. 

26. And (then) the king was exceeding sorry ; yet for his 
oath's sake, and for the sake of them that sat with him, he 
would not reject her. 

27. And (so) immediately the king sent an executioner, 
and commanded his head to be brought : and he (the exe- 
cutioner) went and beheaded him (John) in the prison, 

28. And brought his head in a charger, and gave it to 
the damsel: and the damsel gave it to her mother. 

29. And when his disciples heard of it (i. e. of his death), 
they came and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 

30. And (about that time) the apostles gathered them- 
selves together unto Jesus, and told him all things, both 
what they had done, and what they had taught (in pur- 
suance of the commission he had given them)., 

31. And he said to them, (After such a long and laborious 
journey) come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, 
And. rest awhile : for there were many coming and going, 
and they had no leisure so much as to eat. 

32. And they departed into a desert, place by ship pri- 
vately. 

33. And the people saw them departing, and many (of 
them) knew him (and whither he ivas going), and (so they) 
ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them (viz. 
.CJirist and his disciples), and came together to him. 

34. And Jesus, when he came out (of the ship), saw 
much people, and was moved with compassion towards 
them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd 
(to lead them into wholesome pastures): and he began to 
teach them many things. 

35. And when the day was now far spent, his disciples 
came to him, and said, This is a desert place, and now the 
time (of the day) is far passed : 

36.Scnd them away, that they may go into the country 
round about, and into the villages, and buy themselves, 
bread: for they have (here) nothing to eat. 

37. (But) he answered and said to them, Give ye them 
to eat. And they said to him, (How shall we do this?) 
Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and 
give them to eat? 

38. He saith to them, How many loaves have yp? go 
and see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and two 
fishes. 



vol. v. 



39. And he commanded them to make all (the people) 
sit down by companies upon the green grass. 

40. And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and 'by 
fifties. 

41. And when he had taken the five loaves and the two 
fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed (God, see note 
on Matt, xiv* 19.) and (then) brake the loaves, and gave 
them to his disciples to set before them ; and the two fishes 
divided he among them all.' 

42. And they did all eat, and were filled. 

43. And they tookup twelve baskets full of the fragments 
(of the bread), and of the fishes. 

44. And they that did eat of the loaves were about five 
thousand men. 

45. Arid straightway he constrained his disciples to get 
into the ship', and to go (from the desert oh the east side of 
the sea of Galilee) to the other side (of that sea) before 
(him) to Bethsaida, while he sent away the people; (though 
the contrary winds made them land at Capernaum, vcr. 53.) 

4G. And when he had sent them away, he departed to a 
mountain to pray. 

47. And when even was come, the ship was in the midst 
of the sea, and he (was) alone on the land. 

48. And he -saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was 
contrary to them : and about the fourth watch of the night 
he cometh to them, walking on the sea, and (continued 
walking so as if he) would have passed by them. 

49. But when they saw him walking on the sea, they 
supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out (for fear): 

50. For they 'all saw him, and were troubled. And im- 
mediately, he talked with them, and saith to them, Be of 
good cheer: it is I; be not afraid. 

51. And he went up to them into the ship ; and the wind 
ceased : and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond 
measure, and wondered. 

52. For they considered not the miracle of the loaves 
(which was done now before their eyes, and was sufficient to 
convince them, the same power might enable him to walk on 
the sea, and to calm the wind): for their heart.was hardened, 
( i. e. through incogitance tvas not convinced by sufficient evi- 
dence; see viii. 17.) 

53. And when they had passed over, they came into the 
land of Gennesaret, and drew (the ship) to the shore (of 
Capernaum, John vi. 13.) 

54. And when they were come out of the ship, straight- 
way they (of that country) knew him. 

55. And ran through that whole region round about, and 
began to carry about in beds those that. were sick, where 
they heard he was. 

56. And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or cities, 
or country (toiuns), they laid the sick in the streets, and 
besought him, that they might touch [ 9 ] if it were but tho 
border of his garment: and as mariy as touched (it) were 
made whole. 

. ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VI. 

[*] Ver. 3. O'YX olrog lariv 6 tIktuv; Is not this the car- 
penter?] So Justin Martyr* not only speaks of him as the 
son of a carpenter, kcl\ tIktovoc vopiZofitvov, and reckoned as 
a carpenter, but saith, ravra yap tu tzktoviku ipya tlpyaZtTQ 



* Dial, cum Tryph, p. 316. 
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lv avOnumoic, wv aporpa k<& ?irya, that being among men, he 
made rakes and yokes, which were the works of carpenters.* 
Origcn thcreforo seems to have forgot himself when he so 
positively says, ff Ort ovSnjuouroiv Ivtcuq k*cA?]<rfcuc #£po/n}vwv 
tvayytXiiov t£ktwv axrrbg 6 'Iotjo&c avaylypairrat, TJiat it tVOS 
not written in any of the Gospels which the church received, 
that Jesus was a carpenter. It seems not only true, but 
even requisite/ that he should be of some trade, since by the 
Jewish canons all fathers were bound to teach their children 
somo trade; and their most celebrated rabbins thought it 
a great reproach not to be of somo trade; and also, that he 
might give no example of idleness, and take off all sus- 
picion of being bred up in curious arts. 

[*] Ver. 5. Kal ovk ifiivaTo, &c. And he could do there no 
mighty works, because of their unbelief] For Christ still 
requiring faith in the patient, in order to his cures, where, 
this was wanting, he could do no mighty works; not that 
he wanted power to do them, but that they wanted that 
condition which only made it fit that he should do them. 
So God saith, Jer. xv. 1. My mind cannot be towards this 
people, not for want of kindness or good-will in .him, but 
for .want of those dispositions in them which might render 
them fit objects of his favour. 

P] Ver. 6. 'ESafyuao-t Sia t?/v amarlav clvtwv, And he won- 
dered because of their unbelief] So when the centurion by 
his answer had shewed the strength of his faith, Christ mar- 
velled, and said to them that followed him, I have not found ' 
so great faith, no not in Israel: (Matt.viii.10.) whereas, had 
not God vouchsafed sufficient power to those of Israel to 
believe, as well as to the centurion, what ground can we 
imagine for this marvelling? for sure Christ could have no 
sufficient cause to marvel either that faith should be found 
where it was, or not found where it was not, if believing 
depended on an omnipotent act of God, producing faith in 
all that did at any time believe (unless that could be a just 
ground of marvelling, that God by his omnipotence could 
work faith in whom he pleased), or that man should not do 
more than he had power, or than God would enable him 
to do* 

[ 4 ] Ver. 8. And he commanded them, that they should take 
nothing for their journey, e\ ^ pa/3Sov povov, save a staff 
only.] St. Matthew, x. 10. saith, p^l pufi$ov,not a staff: but 
Theophylact there reads, /^St pafiSovg, nor staves; and 
this reading is confirmed not only from many MS. co- 
pics, but from St. Luke, who, ix. 3. hath it, fit)h p&fiSovg, 
nor staves: it being common for those who were to travel 
a considerable journey, to take with them two staves, as 
well as two coats. The prohibition of wroSi/jiara, shoes, 
there, ver. 10. contradicts not the permission of sandals 
here; the sandals being made of harder leather, the shoes 
of softer; the sandals so open, that you might put your 
foot into them before or behind, whereas you could put it 
into the shoe only one way. (See Lightfoot on Matt.x. 10.) 
And this command Christ laid upon them, to give them a 
manifest document in this their first mission (which was 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, to prepare them 
to receive the Messias, when he should manifest himself 
unto them) of tho Divine Providence providing for them 
all things necessary; and this they thankfully acknowledge, 
Luke xxii. 35. by saying, that when he thus sentihem forth, 



* Cont. Celsum, lib. vi. p. J99. 



they wanted nothing. But then, that ihis was a temporary 
precept, respecting only this very mission, and not reaching 
to their whole apostolical function afterward,' is evident, 
(1.) from the nature of their mission, which was only to 
the cities of Judea, and was performed in a short time ; 
for, ver. 30. we find them returned, and telling their Master 
what they had done ; and this also sufficiently appears from 
our Lord's words, Wlien I sent ye forth without scrip or 
shoes, lacked yon anything? (Luke xxii. 35.) Hence Christ 
himself had one that bore his bag: (John xiii.29.) and St. 
Paul sends for his cloak that he had left at Troas. (2 Tim. 
iv. 13.) 

Ver. 11. 33. 36. 51. The reading of the text is defended, 
Examen Millii hie. 

[ 5 j Ver. 13. Kal ft\ei<j>ov tXafy, &c. And anointed with oil 
many that were sick.] That it wits usual with the Jews to 
prescribe oil as a fit thing to anoint the sick in order to their 
recovery, Dr. Lightfoot here and elsewhere fully proves ; 
nor do I think tho apostles, having no command of Christ 
to do so, would have used this ceremony, had it not been 
customary for them so to do : but whether they did this 
symbolically, in hope of obtaining to the patient the oil of 
gladness, or only medicinally, it is certain that the virtue 
which attended it, when used by the apostles, could not be 
natural, or inherent in the oil, but must be supernatural, 
and derived from Trim who sent them; since by this unction 
was produced a certain and constant cure of all whom they 
anointed. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 15. IIpofo'iTris, »} wg tie rwv 7rpo0»jTaiv, Others said, 
Tliat he is a prophet, or as one of the prophets.] I sec nd 
necessity of questioning or changing the reading here into 
7rpo^>/rnjc, the prophet, by way of excellency : for when we 
'find tho disciples declaring what the Jews said of him', 
Matt. xvi. 14. and Luke ix. 19. there is no intimation of 
any of them who owned him as the Christ; nor is thero any 
need of leaving out the j} wg, the Jews being of both these 
opinions ; some saying that ho was a prophet, John iv. 19. 
ix. 17. a great prophet risen up in Israel, Luke vii. 16; 
others, that he was one of the old prophets risen from the 
dead, Luke ix. 8. and in particular, that he was the prophet 
Jeremy, Matt, xvi. 1 14. ' • 

[*] Ver. 19. Herodias, lvux EV > h a( l « quarrel against him.] 
The word primarily imports " adverso erat animo," she was 
in mind averse to him, viz, after his reprehension of Herod; 
aud because the natural consequence of that averscness is 
anger and hatred, arising from the conceived injuries which 
make us thus averse to any man, therefore it is well ren- 
dered by Hesychius and Phavorinus, opyfgcrae, iivvvlkclkil, 
she is angry, and bears a grudge against him. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 20. 2vvct4p« ahr6v, He observed him.] i. e. Saith 
Dr. Hammond, he kept him guarded from the malice of 
Herodias, who would have killed him; but this seems 
not to agree with his desire to kill him, Matt. xiv. 5. I 
therefore think it may relate to his regard to him and his 
sayings, before he was incensed against him, by reason of 
his reprehension, as the words following do insinuate. 

[9] Ver. 56. K#v roh Kpa<nr&ov, At least they might touch 
the hem of his garmejit.] So kuv signifies, Acts v. 15. K#v ?i 
GKia, that at least the shadow of Peter might overshadow/ 
some of them; and 2 Cor. xi. 16. K$v <ic tt<t>pova SiZaaOi /u, 
yet as a fool receive me. 
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CHAP. VII. 

1. JL HEN came together to him the pharisees, and cer- 
tain of the scribes, which came from Jerusalem. 

2. And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread 
with defiled, that is t;o say, with unwashen, hands, they 
found fault (with them for so doing). 

3. For the pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash 
their hands [ 2 ] oft(Gr. up to the wrist), eat not, holding 
the tradition of the elders. 

4. And when they come from the market, except they 
wash, they eat not. And many other things (of this kind) 
there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of 
cups, and pots, brazen vessels, and of tables (Gr. kXivuv, of 
beds, on -which tJtey did eat, as now upon tables). 

• 5. [ 2 ] Then. (therefore) the pharisees and scribes asked 
him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition 
of the elders, but (transgress tltem, for they) eat bread with 
unwashen hands ? 

6. He answered and said unto them, [ 3 ] Well did Isaiah 
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is -written (for ivhat he 
testified of the people of that age, from the mouth of God, 
must equally respect all people of all ages, that do as they 
did) , This people (of the Jeivish nation) honoureth me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from me. 

7. Howbeit in vain do they (think to) worship me, ( by) 
teaching for doctrines (necessai*y to be observed) the com- 
mandments of men. 

8. For laying aside the commandment of God (by obe- 
dience to which he is truly honoured), ye hold ( to) the tra-? 
ditions of men, as washing of pots and cups: and many 
other such-like things ye do ; (which, who hath required at 
your hands?) 

9. And he said to them, [ 4 ] Full well ye (or, do ye zvell to) 
reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your 
own tradition. 

10. (As it is plain ye do) for Moses said, Honour thy 
father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth (or revileth) 
father or mother, let him die the death : . 

11. But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mo- 
ther, It is (be it as a) eorban, that is to say, (as) a gift 
(consecrated to God), by whatsoever thou mightest be pro- 
fited by me (he is free, L e. he is bound by that vow not to 
succour his parents). 

12. And (therefore) ye suffer him no more to do aught 
for his father or mother ; 

13. Making (thus) the word (%. e. the fifth commandment) 
of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have 
delivered (in this manner to the people): [ 5 ] and many such- 
like things do ye. 

14. And when he had called all the people (present) to 
him, lie said to them, Hearken to me every one of you, and 
understand: 

15. There is nothing from without a man, that ( by) en- 
tering into him can defile him; but the things which come 
out of him, those are they which defile the man. 

1G. If any man hath ears to hear, let him hear (i. e. he 
that hath understanding to perceive this, let him. take notice 
of it). ■ . . . 

17. And when he was entered into the house from the 



people, his disciples asked him concerning the (meaning of 
the) parable. 

18. And he saith to them, Are ye so without understand- 
ing also (as to need farther instruction in this thing)? Do 
ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing (it is) from without 
(that) entereth into a man, it cannot defile him (as to his 
heart and soul)? \ s 

19. Because it entereth not into bis heart f to raise up evil 
thoughts there), but (only) into the belly, and goeth out 
into the draught, purging all meats (by carrying off the 
dregs of them). . . 

20. And he said, That which cometh out of a man, that 
defileth a man (in the sight of God). 

21. For p] from within, out of the heart of man, proceed 
evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

22. Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lascivi- 
ousness, an evil eye, blasphemy (or evil speaking), pride, 
foolishness : 

23. All these evil things come from within, and ( so) de- 
file the man. 

24. And from thence he arose, and went into the borders 
of Tyre and Sidon, and (he) entered into a house, [ 7 ] and 
would have no man know it : but it could not be hid. 

25. For a certain woman, whose young daughter had 
an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his 
feet: 

26. The woman was a Greek (as to religion), a Syrophoe- 
nieian by nation ; and she besought him that he would cast 
forth the devil out of her daughter. 

27. But Jesus said to her, Let the children (of the king* 
dom, Matt. viii. 12.) first be filled ; for it is not meet to 
take the children's bread and to east it to the dogs ; (i. e. to 
them who are ivithout the kingdom, Rev. xxii. 15.) 

28. And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord : yet 
(Gr. vat Kvpit, teal yap, I pray thee, Lord; for even) the dogs 
under the table eat of the children's crumbs (and in like 
manner thou viayest shew a little favour to the gentiles). 

29. And he said to her, For this saying (shewing a more 
than ordinary faith) go thy way (satisfied; for) the devil 
is gone out of thy daughter. 

' 30. And when she was come to her house, she found the 
devil gone out(ofher), and her daughter laid upon the bed. 

31. -And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and 
Sidon, ho came to the sea of Galilee, through the midst of 
the coast of Dccapolis. 

32. And they bring to him one that was deaf, [ 8 ] and had 
an impediment in his speech (or was tongue-tied) ; and they 
beseech him to put his hand upon him, 

33. And he took him aside from the multitude, and 
[ 9 ] put his fingers iuto his ears, and he spit, and touched 
his tongue; . > 

34. And looking up to heaven, he sighed (at the consi- 
deration of the miseries of human life), and saith to him, 
Ephphatha, that is, (Let thine ears) be opened. 

35. And straightway his ears were opened, and the string 
of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. 

36. And he charged them that they should tell no man : 
but the more he charged them, so much the more a great> 
deal they published it; • 

37. And were beyond measure astonished, saying, He> 
hath done all things well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, 

'and the dumb to speak. * * 

2M2 
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ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VII. 



- [ ! ] Ver. 3. 'EA\V ^ Truy/iy vtywvrae, Unless they wash their 
hands oft.'] I e. If they wash not the hand up to the wrist ; 
for Mr. Lc Clerc is certainly out, when he interprets a 
word plainly relating to the Jewish customs, and therefore 
only to be interpreted by those customs, out of Hesychius 
and Phavorinus, who knew nothing of them. (See Dr. 
Ljghtfoot, in locum.) 

[*] Ver. 5. "ETrara, Then.] Or rather, idcirco, therefore: 
so Xenophon, twur ovk oiu ; Do you not therefore think that 
the gods take care of men? 

. [ 3 ] Ver. 6. KaXwc irpoerpirrevcrev 7rtp\ v/iwv, &C. Well hath 
EUas prophesied of you, as it is written.] He doth not say, 
Isaias prophesied of the Jews of that age in which Christ 
lived, or that he then said what by accommodation might 
be applied to them, but only that he well said of the hypo-, 
crites of his age, that which was true of the like hypocrites 
in any age; and therefore Dr. Hammond well paraphraseth 
the words thus, You are that very sort of Jewish hypocrites 
of which Isaias prophesied, i.e. you do resemble them. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 9. KoAwc aStrtirt, Fall well ye reject the command- 
ment of God.] Here it is proper to observe from Suidas, 
that the word koXwc is used tiri Trapcurfau, koi agvfou, by 
way of refusal and denial: so the scholiast, upon the word 
koXwc, used by Euripides, in Ranis, saith, to koXwq Inl na~ 

paLTl'ltTU _tt7TO(7T/)£$0/Z£VOC $h Koi 7TapaerOl»/X£VOC 6 Ei(>l7rf§T)C X£- 

7« tcakwQ, the word is here used by Euripides by way of 
averseness and refusal. (See also the text vindicated, ver. 
16. 31. Examen Millii ibid.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 13. Kai irapofiota roiavra 7roXXa trout™, And many 
such-like things. do ye.] i. e. Such things as make the word 
of God of none effect by your traditions: accordingly Dr. 
Pocock* cites from them this ancient canon, That vows 
fake place even in things commanded by the law, as well as 
in things indifferent; and that any one is so bound by them, 
that he cannot without great sin do that which is com- 
manded; so that if he makes a vow, which cannot be rati- 
fied without breaking a command, his vow must be ratified, 
and the commandment violated. 

[*] Ver. 21. *Ecra>0tv yap h rfc capSfac&C For from within, 
out of the heart of man, proceed evil thoughts.] The things 
here mentioned, as coming from the heart and defiling the 
man, are either the sins committed against the second table 
of the law, as they are reckoned up by St. Paul, Rom. xiii.9.* 
or the incentives and dispositions which incline us to them: 

Against the sixth, commandment, as murders and the 
evil eye ; 

Against the seventh, as fornication, adultery, lascivi- 
ousness; 

Against the eighth, as theft, deceit; 

Against the ninth, as false testimony, blasphemies, or 
evil-speaking ; 

Against the tenth, as covetousness. 

The evil frames and dispositions of spirit, which incline 
us to these vices, are (1.) J A(f>pocrvvn, as that imports in the 
Old Testament, not only an incogitaney and carelessness 
as to good things, but also a want of reverence to or awe 
of the Divine "Majesty: and (2.) Uov^ia, a wicked dispo- 



• Miscel. p. 415. 



sition, inclining us to hurt or to do evil to another. (3.) 
'Yrrtpn<j>avia, That pride which makes us to contemn and 
overlook our brother as unworthy our regard, and highly 
to resent the least affront or seeming injury: and, (4.) Aea- 
Xoy£cr/zoi icaieol, evil thoughts, or reasonings. 

[J] Ver. 24. OiStva tJ&Xc yvwvae, And would have no man 
know it.] Lest he should seem industriously to resort to 
and converse with heathens, nqglecting the Jews. So Gro- 
tius. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 32. Kwfbv fioytkciXov, One deaf and tongue-tied.] 
That he was dumb as well as deaf, is argued, not only from 
the words of the Jews, who saw this miracle, He maketh. 
both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak, ver. 27. but 
also from Matt. ix. 33. Luke xi. 14. if they speak of the 
same person: for, say they, when tho devil was gone out, 
eXoXtjotcv b.Kttxpbg, the deaf man spake; which shews that 
before he could not move his tongue to make an articulate, 
sound; and in this sense is the word /zoytXaXoc used, Exod. 
iv. 10. Isa. xxxv. 6. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 33. *E/3aXt rove ^cttcrvXovg avrov t\$ ra wra avrov, 
He put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his 
tongue.] Christ often uses visible .signs, to represent that 
Divine invisible virtue which he had in him, and would 
exert: thus, because deaf persons seem to have their ears 
closed, he puts his fingeTS into this man's ears, to intimate, 
that by his power he would open them; and, because the 
tongue of the deaf seems to be tied, or through drought to. 
cleave to the palate, Christ touches his tongue, and mois- 
tens jt with spittle, to intimate that he would loose and 
give free motion to his tongue. The Jews here also desire 
Christ to lay his hands upon him, because the ancient pro- 
phets laid their hands on those they healed.. (2 Kings v. 11.) 

♦ ' r * 

CHAP. VIII. 

1. XN those days (of his abode by the sea of Galilee, vii. 
31.) the multitude ( that heard him) being very great, and 
having nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him, 
and saith to them, 

2. I have compassion on the multitude, because they 
have now been with me three days, and have ( had) no- 
thing to eat : 

3. [*] And if I (should) send them away fasting to their 
own houses, they will faint by the way : for divers of them 
came from far. 

4. And his disciples answered him, From whence can a 
man satisfy these men with bread, (whilst we are) here in 
the wilderness ? 

5. And he asked them, How many loaves have ye? And 
they said, Seven. 

6. And he commanded the people to .sit down on the 
ground ; and he took the seven loaves, and gave thanks 
(to God), and brake (them), and gave to his disciples to 
set before them (L e. the people); and they did set them 
before the people. 

7. And they had a few small fishes: and he blessed 
( God over them), and commanded (his disciples) to set 
them also before them. 

8. So they did eat, and wero filled ; and they (of Chrisfs 
retinue) took up of the broken meat that was left seven 
baskets. 
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9. And they that had eaten were about four thousand : 
and ( having thus filled them) he sent them away. 

• 10. And straightway h§ entered into a ship with his dis- 
ciples, and came into the parts of Dalmanutha, (which, 
were within the coasts of Magdala, Matt.xv. 39.) • 

11. And the pharisees came forth, and began to question 
(or dispute) with him (about his office), seeking of him (for 
confirmation of his pretensions to be the Messiah) a sign 
from heaven/ tempting him, (as doubting whether he could 
give them that sign of the Messiah promised, Dan.yii. 14.) 

12. And he sighed deeply in his spirit (by reason of 
tlieir infidelity), and saith, Why doth this generation seek 
after a sign ? Verily I say unto you, [ 2 ] (el Sofl/jo-craj, May 
I not be true, if a sign be given, or) there shall no sign be 
given to this generation, (save that of the prophet Jonas, 
Matt. xvi. 4.) 

13. [ 3 ] And he left them, and entering into the ship again 
departed to the other side (of the sea of Galilee). 

14. Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread (with 
them), neither had they in the ship with them more than 
one loaf. 

15. And he charged them, saying, Take heed (to your- 
selves, and) [ 4 ] beware of .the leaven of the pharisees, and 
of the leaven of Herod: (i. e. of the doctrines of the phari- 
sees, making the commandments of God of none effect by their 
traditions, and of the doctrine of Herod concurring in senti- 
ments with the sadducees, Matt. xvi. 6.) 

16. And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is 
(i.e. this caution is, a reprehension of ournegligence,)be- 
cause we have (taken) no bread (with us), 

17. And when Jesus knew it (Gr. and Jesus knowing that 
they reasoned thus), he saith to them, Why reason ye 
( thus, as if ye were like to famish) because ye have no 
bread (and are bid to beware of the leaven of the phari- 
sees)? perceive ye not yet, neither (do ye) understand (by 
the two late instances before your eyes, that I am able to 
provide bread for you)? have [ 5 ] you your hearts yet har- 
dened (or unconvinced by these miracles) ? 

* 18. Having eyes, see ye not ? and having ears, hear ye 
not? and do ye not remember (what I have done? I ask 
you, then,) 

19. Wh^n I brake the five loaves among five thousand 
(persons), how many baskets full of fragments took ye up ? 
They say to bim, Twelve. 

20. And when the seven (loaves were broken) among 
four thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye 
up? And they said, Seven, 

21. And he said to them, How is it (then) that ye do not 
understand ( that I could not, upon tliat account, speak of 
bread)? 

22. And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind 
man to him, and besought him to touch him. 

23. And he took the blind man by the hand, and [ 6 J led 
him out of the town; and when he had spit on (Gr. into) 
his eyes, and put his hands upon him (i. e. Ids eyes), he 
asked him if he saw aught. 

24. And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walk- 
ing (u e. I see men walking, but I see them so imperfectly, 
tliat they seem to me rather like trees than men).. 

25. After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, 
and made him look up: and (then) he was restored (to 
perfect sight), and saw every man clearly. 



26.. And he sent him away to his house, saying, p] Nei- 
ther go into the town, nor tell it to any (who dwell) in the 
town. 

27. And Jesus went out, and his disciples, /for Beth- t 
saida, ver. 22.) into the towns of Cassarea Philippi; and 
by the way he asked his disciples, saying to them, Whom 
do men say that I am? 

28. And they answered, (Some say that thou art) John * 
the Baptist; but some say, (Thou ar^EIias; and others, 
(TIiou art) one of the prophets. 

29. And he saith to them, But whom say ye that I am? * 
And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the 
Christ. . ) 

30. And he charged them that they should telLno man 
(this) of him. 

* 31. And he began to teach them, that the Son of man 
must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and 
of the chief priests, and scribes,' and be killed, and after 
three days [ 8 ] rise again. , , -, 

32. And he spake that saying openly (i. e. in the hear- 
ing of the people). And Peter took him, and began to re- 
buke him (for it, saying, Far be it from thee; this sJiall not 
be to thee, Matt. xvi. 22.) 

33. But when he had turned about and looked upon his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, [ 9 ] Get thee behind me, 
Satan (as in this being to me a tempter, and to men an ad- 
versary); for (in this) thou savourest not the things that 
be of God, but the things that be of men (respecting not 
the tvill of God, that I should die for the salvation of men; 
but the vain traditions of men, that the Messiah, the Son of . 
David, shall not die). 

34. And when he had called the people to him with his 
disciples also, he said to them, Whosoever will come after 
me, let him ( not expect to receive temporal advantages from * 
me, as King of the Jews ; but let him be ready to) deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

35. [ 10 ] For whosoever will ( to) save his life (refuse 
thus to follow me, he) shall lose it; but whosoever (by 
thus taking up his cross) shall lose his life for my sake, and 
the gospel's, the same shall save it ( most likely here, most 
certainly hereafter ; and this surely will be his wisdom). 

36. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul (or life)?- 

37. Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ? 
(i. e. what shall it profit a man to have saved his temporal 
life by being thus ashamed to own me, since this will cause 
me to be ashamed of him when all men shall be doomed to 
eternal life or death?) 

38. [ n ] Whosoever therefore (for whosoever) shall be 
ashamed of mo and of my words in this adulterous and sin- 
ful generation ; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VIII. 

I 1 ] Ver. 3. KAf lav airoXvcu) (throve v//<mtc, &c. And if 
I send them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint 
by the way.] Had there not been such danger, saith Theo- 
phylact, Christ had not wrought this miracle, that they might 
not follow him for loaves ; and having done this, he straight- 
way leaves them, (ver. 10.) that he might avoid their at- 
tempts to make biih a king. (John vi. 15.) 
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[*] Vcr. 12. 'Ajujv Xiyw vfftv, u SoSfatrai tT) ycvt^ raury 
atyittov, Verilyl say unto you, If there shallbe a sign given 
to this generation.] i. e. Let me not live, or let me not be 
deemed a true prophet. That this is a form of swearing 
frequent in the Old Testament shall be shewed, note on 
Heb. iii. 11. And we find it more fully, Ezek. xiv. 16. in 
these words, %<o lyw u viol fj Svyartptg <ju>Qn<Tovrat,As I live, 
they shall neither deliver sons nor daughters ; .whence it 
must follow that our Lord cannot bo reasonably supposed 
to forbid all swearing, Matt. v. 34. (See the note there.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. 13. Kat a<piic avrovg, And he left them, andtvent 
into the ship again.'] He left them as incorrigible, saith 
Thcophylact : for where there is hope of doing good, there 
we are to remain ; but when ahap%u)TOv to kok&v, the evil is 
incorrigible, to depart. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 15. BX6r£T£ dirb rfjc Zvfir^g Ttov <paptaalo)v teal Trjg 
Zvptic 'HptiSou, Beware of the leaven ofthepharisees, and of 
the leaven of Herod.] It is certain that Josephus never re- 
presents the Herodians as a sect of the Jews ; whence it 
is certain that the leaven of the Herodians here, is only the 
leaven of the sadducees, as may be gathered from St. Mat- 
thew, who gives us this caution in these words, (xvi. 16.) 
Beware of the leaven of thepharisees and of the sadducees. 
It may also be noted, that as the pharisees were inclined 
to the sect of the Galileans, and thought they ought not to 
be tributary to the Romans; (Matt. xxii. 16.) so the chief 
of the sadducees concurred with Herod in consenting to 
and approving that tribute as just and equal, and assisting 
him in the collecting of it, whence they might bo styled also 
Herodians, or men of that sect. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 17. y Er* ir£7ru)pu>fiivriv ex*™ t*)v tcapdlav, Perceive 
ye not yet, ntither understand ye, have ye your hearts yet 
hardened?] So Mark vi. 52. They considered not the mi- 
racle of the loaves, %v yap KapSta avrtZv TreTrvjptt) fi(vt), for their 
heart was hardened; and, xvi. 14. he upbraids in them their 
unbelief, koI vtckupotcapdiav, and hardness of heart. Now, 
hence it follows, (1.) that the heart may be hardened with- 
out any Divine influx concurring to that effect, unless it 
can be thought that God himself by a peculiar influx har- 
dened the hearts of Christ's apostles. 

(2.) That the heart is-then said to be hardened, when 
after full and sufficient evidence of what we ought to do, 
or to believe, we neglect to do, or to believe it. Now this 
may happen either through incogitance, or want of the 
consideration of that evidence, as in the case of the apostles 
here, and vi.52. in both which places the hardness of their 
heart is ascribed to this, that they considered not the mi- 
racle of the loaves; or through the weakness of their faith, 
as when they are upbraided with it, xvi. 14. because they 
believed not them who had seen lam risen; in both which 
cases it only seems to have been a sin of infirmity : or this 
proceeds from that pervcrseness of the will, or from those 
evil dispositions and affections of the soul, which renders 
us averse from the performance of what is required, or the 
belief of what is revealed ; as when it is said of the Jews, 
that their hearts were hardened, (John xii.39,40.) and then 
it is a wilful sin. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 23. 'E&ryaytv avrbv t?w rfc kw^c, He led him 
out of the town.] Declaring those of Bethsaida, who had 
seen so many miracles in vain, unworthy to behold this' 
miracle ; (seo Matt. xi. 21.) whence he permits him not to 
tell it in the town, (vcr. 26.) 



P] Vcr. 26. MijcJ «Ic kwuvv tlalXOgg, He sent him away 
to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, neither tell 
it to any one in the town.] The reading of the Vulgar, si 
in victim introieris, and of some Greek MSS. seems only 
to have had its rise from a conceit, that this man's house 
was in the city, which the words of Christ seem to contra- 
dict; viz. and many that wanted cures came to him from 
other places, whilst he abode there : the Syriac, Arabic, 
the Alexandrian copy, and Thcophylact, read as we do. 

[ 8 ] Vcr. 31. Ka\ peTa rpiig Vfiipag avaarr\vai, And after 
three days to rise again.] Hero note, first, That it is ten 
times expressly said, that our Lord rose, or was to rise 
again the third day; viz. Matt. xvi. 21. xvii. 23. xx. 19. 
Mark ix. 31. x. 34. Luke ix. 22. xviii. 23, 24. vii. 48. Acts 
x. 40. And so the expression which is most used, -both 
in our Lord's predictions before his death, and in his and 
his apostles' language after his resurrection, being -this,- 
either that he did or should rise again the third day, and 
the history of our Lord's resurrection agreeing fully with 
it, these other forms of speech, which are but once or 
twice found in Scripture, must be interpreted, so as to ac- 
cord with the expression so frequent in the Holy Scripture. 

Secondly, Observe, that according to the language both 
of the Hebrew and the Greek, that is said to be done after 
so many days, months; or years, which is done in the last 
of those days, months, or years. So Dent. xiv. 18. At the 
end of three years (LXX. fitra rpia irr\, after three years), 
thou shalt bring in all the tithing of thy increase: and yet, 
Deut. xxvi. 12. The third year is the year of tithing. So 
Deut. xxxi. 10. /itTa ?7rra irrj, after seven years, in the 
solemnity of the year of release, thou shalt read the law; 
and Deut. xv. 1. and yet it is plain, that (he year of release 
began with the seventh year, for so we read, xv. 12. Thy 
brother shall serve thee six years, and in the seventh year 
thou shalt let him go free. Thus Rehoboam said unto the 
people, Come again after three days, 2 Chron. x. 5. and 
yet, vcr. 12. The people came again the third day, as the 
king bade them, saying, Come again the third day. So 
Luke ii. 46. After three days they found Christ in the 
temple, that is, on the third day; for they spent one day in 
their journey, on the second they returned to Jerusalem,, 
and the next day they found Jesus in the temple. . - 

Note, thirdly, That it is evident, that both the Jews and 
the evangelists understood this expression, After three 
days, to signify no more than on the third day. The Jews 
did so; for having told Pilate that Christ had said, After 
three days I will rise again,' they desire only that a watch 
might be kept £o>c rfjc rph^g ifalpac, till the third day. And 
this is as plain of the evangelists ; for what St. Mark hero 
rendereth thus, He taught, that after three days he should 
rise again; St. Matthew and St. Luke record thus, He 
taught, that he should rise again the third day. And even 
St. Mark, ix. 31.x. 34. brings in our Lord teaching, that 
he should be raised the third day. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 33. "Xirayt onlau* fiov, 2arav5, Get thee behiudme, 
Satan.] He callsPeter,Satan,saith Thcophylact, as savour* 
ing of the things of Satan, it being only Satan who would not 
that our Lord should sutler for tho salvation of mankind. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 35. *Oc yap av $l\y, Whosoever mil come after 
me.] Here the note of Athanasius* and Thcophylact t is 



* Ep. ad Solit. vil. tgentcs, p. 855. 



t Theopli. in locum. 
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this, SzcxTzfidaC fxlv ?$ioV fifj dvayKa&lv dXka TrdOziv, It IS the 
property of religion not to* compel, bat to persuade ; for 
our Lord himself not offering violence to any, but giving 
place to human choice, said to all, Jf any man will come 
after me, ohliva yap j3<a£ojua,/or I compel none. 

["] Ver. 38. *0$ yap ItrataxwO^, For whosoever slutll be 
ashamed of me.] L e. To own and to confess me and my 
doctrine; (Matt, x.32,33.) for, saith Theophylaet, we be- 
ing-compounded of an outward and an inward man, both 
must be sanctified, the inward man, by faith, the outward 
by confession of it. (Rom. x. 18.) 

CHAP. IX. 

1. AND he said unto them, Verily I say to you, That 
there be some of them that stand here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come 
with power, (to take away their lives, who would destroy 
mine to preserve their own, Johnxi. 50.) 

2. And after [ x ] six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, 
and James, and John, and leadeth them up[ J ] into a high 
mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured 
before them. 

3. And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as 
snow; so as no- fuller on earth can white them: (i. e. like 
the inhabitants of heaven, clothed with white raiment, Rev. 
iv. 4.) 

4. And there appeared to them Elias with Moses: and 
they were talking with Jesus (and by their talk they knew 
them to be Moses and Elias). 

5. And Peter answered (i. e. spake with relation to what 
he had seen, see note on Lnke xiv. 3.) and said to Jesus, 
Master, it is good for us to be here : and (iccrt, therefore) let 
us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses/ 
and one for Elias. 

G. For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid 
(i. e. and this he said, being the most forward of them to 
speak, though, being struck with the same dread that seized 
on the other two, he knew not whether he said well or ill, or 
wluit was indeed advisable or t}ot). 

7. And there was a cloud that overshadowed them : and 
a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved 
Son: hear him. 

S. And suddenly, when they had looked round about, 
they saw no man any more, save only Jesus with themselves. 

9. And as they came down from the mountain, ho 
charged them that they should tell no man what things they 
had seen, till the Son of man was risen from the dead. 

10. And they kept that saying with themselves, question- 
ing one with another [ 3 ] what the rising (of the Messiah) 
from the dead should mean: (i. e. how it could be recon- 
ciled with their tradition, that the Messiah the son of David 
should not die, John xii. 34.) 

11. And they asked him, saying, (Jf thou hast done al- 
ready what was required of the Messiah, and so art about to 
die), [ 4 ] why say the scribes that Elias must first come (to 
anoint the Messiah, and make him known to the people)? 

12. And he answered and told them, [ 5 ] Elias verily 
cometh first, and restoreth all things (i. e. doth all things 
requisite to prepare the Jews for the reception of the Mes- 
siah, calling them to repentance, that they might befitted to 
believe in him, pointing him out to the people, and baptizing 



him with that baptism in which he was anointed with the 
Holy Ghost); and (in ansioer to their first doubt he told 
them)[ 6 ] how it is written of the Son of nian, that he must 
suffer many things, and be set at nought. 

13. But (as to your inquiry about the coming of Elias) 
I say to you, [ 7 ] That (the) Elias (who wa$ to do these 
things) is indeed come, and they have done to him whatsor 
ever they listed, (rejecting his baptism, Luke vii. 30. and 
his testimony, Mark xi. 31.) as it is written of him (that he 
should come). 

14. And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great 
multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with 
them (whether the power of their Master did extend to the 
casting out of devils). 

15. And straightway all the people, when they beheld 
him, were greatly amazed (seeing some remainders of the 
splendour at his transfiguration in his visage), and running 
Jo him, (they) saluted him. 

. 16. And he asked the scribes, ( About) wh?tt question 
ye with them? 

17. And one of the multitude answered, and said, Mas- 
ter, I have (now) brought to thee my son, whiqh hath a 
dumb spirit (i. e. a spirit which takes away his speech) ; 

18. And wheresoever he taketh him, [ 8 ] he teareth him 
(or throws himdoivn): and he foameth, and gnasheth with 
his teeth, and pineth (or fainteth) away : and I spake to thy 
disciples, that they should cast him out; and they coulcj 
not ; (this raised the dispute betwixt them and the scribes. 

19. And) he answered him, and saith (to the scribes)^ 
O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you ? 
how long shall I suffer you (r incredulity)? bring him 
(that is possessed) to me. 

20. And they brought him to him : and when he saw him, 
straightway the spirit tare (or shook) him; and he fell to 
the ground, and wallowed, foaming. 

21. And he askedhis father, How long is it ago since 
this came unto him ? And he said, Of a child. 

22. And ofttimes he hath cast him into the fire, and into 
the waters, to destroy him : but if thou canst do any thing 
(to deliver him from this evil spirit), have compassion on 
us, and help us, (me and him. t 

23. And) Jesus said to him, [ 9 ] If thou canst believe 
(that J am able to do this), all things are possible to him 
that (thus) believeth. 

24. And straightway the father of the child cried out, 
and said with tears, Lord, I believe ; help thou my unbelief 
(or what is wanting to my faith). 

25. When Jesus saw that the people came running toge- 
ther, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying tohim, Thou dumb 
and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter 
no more into him. 

26. And the spirit cried, and rent him sore (or shook 
him much), and (then) came out of him: and lie was as 
one dead ; insomuch that many said, He is dead. 

27. But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up ; 
and he arose. 

28. And when he was come into the house, his disciples 
asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? 

29. And he said to them, This kind can come forth by 
nothing, but by (that faith which is to be procured by) 
prayer and fasting. 

30. And they departed thence, and passed through Ga- 
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like ; and he would not that any should know it (that the 
concourse of the multitude might not retard his journey to 
Jerusalem, where he ivas to suffer). 

31. For he taught his disciples, and said to (hem, The 
Son of man is (to be) delivered into the hands of men, and 
they shall kill him ; and after that he is killed, he shall rise 
(again) tho'third day. 

32. But they understood not that saying, and were afraid 
to ask him (what the import of it was). 

33. And he came to Capernaum : and being in the house 
he asked them, '(About) what was it that ye disputed among 
yourselves by the way? * 

34. But they held their peace : for by the way they had 
disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest. 

35. And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith to 
them, If any man desire to be first (in my kingdom), the 
same shall be last of all/ and servant of all (the highest 
office in my kingdom tending not so much to dignify and 
advantage any man in this world, as to render him the more 
a servant and minister to all). 

36. And (having said this) he took a child, and set him 
in the midst of them (as a fit emblem of that humility and 
freedom from that worldly -mindedness he required in them): 

and when he had taken him in his arms, he said to them, 

37. Whosoever shall receive one of such children (i. e. 
any of my servants so free from pride and love of the world 
as they are) in my name, receivcth me: and whosoever 
shall receive rac, receiveth not me (only), but (also) him 
that sent me. 

38. And John answered him (to thbse words spoken of 
receiving him), saying, Master, [ 10 ] we saw one casting 
out devils in thy name, and (but) he followed not us; and 
we forbade him, because he folio weth not us. 

39. But Jesus said, Forbid him not, for there is no man 
who shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly (i. e. 
easily be induced to) speak evil of me. 

40. For he that is not against us (in beating down the 
kingdom of Satan) is on our part (and so is to be owned 
as one that doth me service, and so as one whom God will 
reward). 

41. [ u ] For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to 
drink (or do yon the least service) in my name, because 
you belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, He shall not 
lose his reward. 

42. And^orc the other side) whosoever shall offend one 
of these little ones that believe in me (and so discourage 
them from continuing in my doctrine), it is better for him 
that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were 
cast into the sea. 

43. And (therefore) if thy hand ofTend thee, cut it off: it 
is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into [ I2 ] hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched : 

44. Where their worm dicth not, and the fire is not 
quenched (i. e. where the body is consumed, and the soul 
tormented for ever). 

45. And if thy foot offend thec, cut it off: it is better for 
thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast 
into hell, z. e. into the fire that never shall be quenched : 

46. Where their worm dieth not, and (where) the fire is 
not quenched. 

47. And if thine eye (L e. or any thing that seems most 



dear anduseful to thee) offend theo (i. e. hinder thy entrance 
into life), pluck it out : it is better for thee to enter into 
the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to 
be cast into hell-fire : 

48. Where their worm dicth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. 

49. ["] For every one (that thus offends) shall be salted 
with fire (so as to endure for ever in a state of torment), 
and every sacrifice (saith the Scripture, even the whole 
burnt-offering) shall be salted with salt ( the symbol of in- 
corruption). 

50. Salt is good (to make things savoury, and to preserve 
them from corruption): but if the salt have lost its saltncss, 
wherewith will ye season it? (If by keeping these offending 
members, or corrupt affections, you corrupt yourselves, and 
become unsavoury, and like a sacrifice without salt, you can 
never be acceptable to God.) Have (therefore) salt in 
yourselves, and have peace (the bond of unity) one with 
another. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. IX. 

['] Ver. 2. MEG' j^iipag $%, After six days.] So also Matt. 
xvii.l. ixTBt -qfxipai okt(!), about eight days after, Luke ix, 
2S. for Matthew and Mark computing only the days be- 
twixt this discourse of Christ, and the day he went up into 
the mount, style them six only; but St. Luke, including 
both the days of his discourse and his ascent, saith they 
were eight. And this is evident from the word oxrd, which, 
when a sum is mentioned, is always added to signify it is 
hot exact, but wanteth something to make it complete ; 
thus Christ was u><n\ hlov rptdKovra, i. e. beginning to bo 
thirty, Luke iii. 23. It was ixrti wpd tKrri, inclining to the 
sixth hour, Luke xxiii. 44. (So Matt. xiv. 21. Luke i. 56. 
xxii. 59. John iv. G. xix. 14. Acts ii. 41. iv. 4. v. 36. x. 3.) 

[ s ] Into a high mountain.] That this was Mount Tabor, 
antiquity hath constantly taught and believed; yet Dr. 
Lightfoot questions the truth of this tradition upon two 
accounts ; (1.) That Christ, in the story going before, was 
on the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, (Matt. xvi. 12. Mark 
viii. 27. Luke xix. 18.) and can we think, says he, that he 
travelled thence to Tabor through almost the whole length 
of Galilee? Ans. This he might do with case in the space 
of six days; and that he did so, is made very probablo 
from the very words of the same chapter, which represent 
him and his disciples as avaorptyovrtQ, returning thence, 
Matt. xvii. 22. and going through Galilee, Mark ix. 29. 
As for what he'adds, that the evangelists mention no change 
of place, will be answered by his note on x. 1. for, saith 
he, however it seems to be intimated by our evangelist, 
and by St. Matthew, that when he had finished these words 
forthwith he entered upon his journey, yet in truth he went 
before to Jerusalem, through the midst of Samaria, to the 
feast of tabernacles, (Luke ix. 51.) and again from Galilee, 
after he had returned thither through the cities and towns 
to Jerusalem, (Luke xiii. 22.) to the feast of dedication, 
(John x. 22.) and again beyond Jordan indeed, (Johnx. 
40.) but first taking his way into Galilee, and thence be- 
yond Jordan ; so that hence we sec, the silence of the text 
is no sure evidence that Christ made no such journey. 
The other things he offers seem too little to deserve con- 
sideration. 
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[ 3 j Ver. 10. 2u£fjTovvr£c, T * *<""* T o & vtKO&v ava<mjveu! 
And they kept that saying to themselves, questioning among 
themselves what the rising from the dead should mean{\ 
They questioned not the general resurrection ; for that all 
the pharisees believed, Acts xxiv. 15. that Martha owned, 
John xi. 24. nor could they be ignorant of the meaning 
of the rising of a particular person from the dead, for they 
had instances of it in the Old Testament; had seen an ex- 
ample of it at the gates of the city Nain with their eyes ; 
but being taught out of the law, that Clirist was to abide 
for ever, (John xii. 24.) and that the Son of David should 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and, of his kingdom 
there should be no end, (Luke i. 33.) they knew not how to 
reconcile this with the death of Christ, supposed in that 
saying, The Son of man shall rise from the dead. Thus 
again, when Christ had told them, the Son of man shall be 
killed, and after that shall rise from the dead, ver. 31. they 
understood not that saying, ver. 32. and yet doubtless they 
knew what it was to be killed, and that our Saviour spake 
of his own death; whence these words made them very 
sorry, Matt. xvii. 23. and yet St. Luke saith, ix. 45; 
that they understood not this saying, and it was hid from 
them, that they perceived it not; and, xviii. 34. they un- 
derstood none of these things, and knew not what was 
said; and here they understood not the saying, i.e. they 
knew not how to reconcile this death of the Son of David 
and their king Messiah, with the predictions of their pro- 
phets, and their own conceptions touching his temporal 
kingdom. Hence, when Christ was dead, their hopes died 
with him, i. e. their trust that he had been the redeemer of 
Israel, (Luke xxiv. 21.) and revived again at his resurrec- 
tion, they presently inquiring, Wilt thou at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel? - . 

[ 4 ] Ver. 11. And they asked him, saying, on Xiyovaiv 
ot ypafifiaTEig, on *H\tav Set tA0av ttqwtqv ; Wliy say tlie 
scribes that Elias must first come?'] That on must signify 
why is evident; because the same question in St. Mat- 
thew, xvii. 10. runs thus, riovv; why therefore t say the 
scribes; on hero therefore must be put for Sioti ; so ver. 28. 
otl rifxiig ovk ^Suv/^rjjucv ; why could not we cast him out? 
So Homer Odyss.xix. they asked him ovXriv, 3, m 7ra$oi; 
why he had that scar? and Aristophanes, Plut. i. 19. on nfS' 
aKoXovSovfitv 7ron ; why do we folloiv him? This may 
'suffice for the grammatical import of .the words ; but it is 
more difficult to assign the reason of this question. My 
conjecture is, that it relates to. that title of the Messiah, 
Dan. vii. 13.' the Son of man, here used, and to the voice 
from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son; as' if they 
should have said, If thou art indeed the king Messiah, 
and the Son of God, and hast so far accomplished thy 
office, as to talk of a death which thou must suffer at Jeru- 
salem, why is not Elias come to anoint thee; and to preach 
of thee? For the tradition of the scribes was, (1.) That 
before the coming of the Son of David, Elias was to come 
to preach of him : Lightfoot in Matt. xvii. 10. (2.) That 
Elias was to anoint the Messiah to his office, and that before 
that unction the Messiah could do nothing, he being to ma- 
nifest him to the world,* saith Trypho. • To this inquiry 



* OvSi i%ii Ivrxftn riy* ftl^tf *v ixflwv *H*«t; xgfa**] «Jtcv x<u <pctvtfi* iratri imfoy, 
Trjrpho ajrad Jast. Dial. p. 226. nim; fi/uiT; r{<wJex£/uw Vci f H\Uv XV™ <™to* i*- 
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our Saviour;first answers, in the following verse; and then 
to their scruple about his passion. 

I s ] Ver. 12. And he answered and told them, 'HXfac.plu 
IXStbv TTpu>Tov, aTroKaSiarq, iravra, Elias verily cometh first, 
and restorethall things.] How Elias did this, see nQte on 
Matt. xi. 14. And note, that the Jews themselves did not 
conceive that Elias should do this work so. effectually as 
to turn all the Jews to God, but only so as to deliver them 
from the terrible day of the Lord, who would turn to him. 
So David Kimchi,** When God shall bring Elias to life in 
the body, he shall send him to Israel before the day of judg- 
ment, which is the great and terrible day of the Lord ; and 
he shall admonish both the fathers and the children together 
to turn to,God, and they that turn shall be delivered from 
the day of judgment. 

[ 6 ] KaX 7twc ylypcnrrai, And how, it is written.'] i. e. And 
in answer to their other scruple, how the Son of man 
could die; he told them also from the Scriptures, how it 
was foretold that he should suffer many things 

[ 7 ] Ver. 13. But I say unto you, teal 'HXiac cX/jXvSc, . kol 
hrolriGCLv avrtji ova ri$e\y}<mv, kc&wc yiypairrai l7r' avrbv, Elias 
is indeed come (and they have done to him whatsoever they 
listed) as it is written of him.'] Since we find nothing in the 
Qld Testament which foretells of any thing the Jews should 
do, either to Elias in person revived, or to John the Bap- 
tist, it seems requisite to place these words (and they have 
done to him as they would) in a parenthesis, and to admit 
here the figure mtyxvaig, or .such a transposition of the 
words as is usual in other places both of the Old and New 
Testament: so Gen. xiii. 10. And Lot lifted up his eyes, 
and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered 
qvery where' (before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Go- 
morrah), even as the garden of the Lord: Exod. xii. 15. 
20. 22. 2 Sam. iii. 27.. Josh. xxiv. 26. JVJwsoever eatetk 
leavened bread (that soul shall be cut. off from Israel) 
from the first day until the seventh day: Mark xii. 12. 
And they sought to lay hold. on him (for they knew that he- 
had spoken the parable against them), but they feared the 
people, and they left him: Rom. i. 13. 1 purposed to come 
to you (but was let hitherto), that I might have some fruit 
among you: (see Cant. i. 5. Mark xvi. 3, 4. Acts viii. 7.) 
so that the sense of these words seems to be this,— Elias is 
come, as it is written of him in Malachi, and they> the 
scribes and pharisees, have done to him whatsoever they 
listed, rejecting his baptism, (Luke vii. 30.) and refusing 
to believe his doctrine, (Matt, xxi-25.) or to own him as a 
prophet sent from God, saying, that he had a devil ; (ver. 
26.)' and.it is probable, that both they and the sadducees 
did this because he had styled them a generation of vipers. 
(Matt. iii. 7;) And though we do not read that they gave 
occasion either to his imprisonment, or to his death, yet 
may we reasonably conceive, that they who thus thought 
and spake of him were well pleased at it; whence Christ 
might say, they did unto him what they listed; it being not 
for fear of them, but only of the multitude; who accounted 
him as a prophet, that Herod for a season was restrained 
from killing him. (Matt.xiv. 3.) 

t * [ 8 ] Ver. 18. It teareth him, and he foameth, and gnasheth 
with his teeth, kclL %ripaivtTai, and pineth away: Luke ix. 39. 
teal (ntapaaau avrbv, fier a<ppov, It teareth him that hefoameth 
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({gain.] Here note, (1.) that tho word pfoeu avrov, and typy- 
&v airbv, Luke ix.42. being spoken of an epileptic person, 
arc not well rendered, he teareth him, but rather signifies, 
as Hcsychius and Phavorinus say, tvtttu mtov, he beat- 
eth him^ or makes him fall to the ground, beating himself 
against the earth; or, as Eustathius and Phavorinus say, 
the word in Homer signifies atpoStportpov tyjv ytjv ir6<ri 
iratuv, i. e. the evil spirit working with, or taking advan- 
tage of, his disease, makes him beat himself against the 
earth, cSa^f&t koI -xpoaKpoiu ry yy. He throws him upon the 
ground, saith Thcophylact. So Wisd. iv. 19. the author 
speaking of the wicked saith, &n priZtt avrouc 7rprivug, God 
will cast them down headlong, and shake them out of their 
foundations. (2.) The word ^patvtrat signifies, not only 
to be dried up, and so pine away, but also to be under a 
consternation, and to faint; Isa. xxxvii. 27. they were of 
sjnall power, they were dismayed, koI i&ipavdij<rav* Zcch. 
x. 2. l%ripav§r)<Tav a>c 7rpo/3ara, as the flock they were trou- 
bled; whence it is rendered by Theophylact, XwroSvpu, he 
is in a deliquium. The word <nrapaTT€iv also signifies not 
only to tear and discerp, but also to move and shake : so 
Phavorinus, cnrapaoaofi&a, raparrcJ/uSa* so Psal. xviii. 8. 
the foundations of the m&untains, hapa-xPnaav koL laakti- 
$t)<?av, were troubled, and shook; that is, 2 Sam. xxii. 8. 
k-al Itnrapax^^av ; Jer. iv. 19. my heart maketh a noise, 
or moveth in me ; LXX. <nrapaa<xtrat rj icapSfa juov* so here, 
ver. 20. icnrapa&v, the spirit shook him. 

[ 9 ]Ver. 23. To d Svvaacu irumwat, Jf thou canst believe 
this.] viz. That I can help thee ; or, if thou canst believe 
this thing. So Rom. xiii. 9. to yap, Fortius, TJiou shalt not 
commit adultery ; Eph. iv. 9. to Se avifin, but that he as- 
cended; Luke xxii. 24. there was a contention, to, viz. 
this, who should be greatest? So Justin Martyr, to 7rwc 
7T£pi Qtov Xiynv, It is an argument of incredulity to say of 
God, how; and t6 /lujSev ayav, this saying, " no quid 
nimis," much delights me. 

This the grammarians call to optxbv, or 6pi<mKbv, i. e. 
articulus definitivus, as defining or particularizing the 
thing, which before was spoken of more generally; and 
then it signifies nimirum, videlicet, to wit, that is to say; 
and thus we find it four times used in one chapter, Luke 
xxii. 4. Judas consulted ivith the high-priest, to 7rwc ahrbv 
irapaSq, to wit, how he might betray him; ver. 23. And they 
began to question among themselves, to, tic Spa &i c? avTu>v, 
to wit, who of them it should be that tvould betray him; 
and, ver. 24. And there ivas also a contention among them, 
to, tic avTtiJv SoKtt tlvai fidZiov, to wit, which of them should 
be the greatest; which ix. 46. is varied thus, to, tic tiv 
ur} fittZwv avTwv : and \-er. 37. That which is written of 
me must be fulfilled ; to, koI per 9 avojuwv. IXoyfoSq, to wit, 
that scripture which saith, And he was numbered with the 
transgressors. And accordingly the words may be here 
rendered, And Jesus said unto him, to wit, If thou canst 
believe, &c. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 38. EiSojuIv nva Iv t$ ov6paTt aov ticj3uXXovra 
Satfwvta, &c. We saw a man casting out devils in thy name, 
and we forbade him because he follows not us J] That this 
man did truly cast out devils, Christ's answer supposes, 
and his disciples saw with their eyes: it is also certain 
that he did this in the name of Christ ; but that he did it 
by invocation of the name of Jesus of Nazareth, is not so 
certain: for he might be a disciple of John, and so do this 



in the naino of Christ shortly to come ; for if he steadfastly 
believed that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ, it is hard 
to give a reason why ho did not follow him, or join him- 
self to Christ's disciples; however, it was no small con- 
firmation of the truth of Christianity, that his name was 
thus powerful even among those that did not follow him, 
and therefore could do nothing by compact with him: This 
man, saith Christ, do not forbid; for he that pursues the 
same end with us, the beating down of Satan's kingdom, 
cannot be against us, but rather for us; and he that finds 
so sensibly the power of my name, cannot speak evil Of 
me. ' (See Examen Millii.) 

["] Ver. 41. *Oc yap av ttotIo^ vpaQ Tror{]Otov vSaroc, &C. 

For whosoever shall give yon a cup of cold water in my 
name, becattse you belong to Christ, verily I say to you, He 
shall not lose his reward.} The particle yap shews tho 
connexion of these words with the preceding, which seem- 
eth to be thus; Even the least service done to me, by own- 
ing any one for my name's sake, shall be rewarded, and 
much more the labonr which this man shews in divulging 
the honour of my name, and assisting me in beating down 
the kingdom of Satan. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 43, 44. *Airt\§uv dg tyjv yhvvav, tic to irvp to 
aa]3coTOv* owov o ckwXtj? avrtJv ov t£Aevt£, ical to wvp ov 
afiivvvTai, Titan having two hands to be cast into hell, 
where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.} 
These words seem plainly taken from Isa. Ixvi. 24. where 
they exactly may be found; and it seems reasonable to 
interpret them according to the received opinion of the 
Jews: since otherwise our Lord, by using this expression 
frequently in speaking to them, who would be sure to un- 
derstand it in the usual sense, without saying any thing to 
shew he did not understand it as they did, must have 
strengthened them in their error. Now it is certain, 

First, That gehenna was by them still looked on and 
represented as the place in which the wicked were to be 
tormented by fire : so the Jerusalem Targum* represents 
gehenna, w f hich is prepared for the wicked in the world 
to come, as a furnace sparkling and flaming with fire, into 
which the wicked fall. And the Targum upon Ecclcsiastcs 
speaks of thc^re of hell, Eccles. ix. 15. of the sparks of the 
fire of hell, x. 11. and of the wicked who shall go to be 
burned in the fire of hell, viii. 10. Accordingly our Lord 
speaks here, ver. 47. and Matt. v. 22. of the wicked being 
cast into the fire of hell, and of their being cast into a fur- 
nace of fire, Matt. xiii. 42. 

Secondly, The ancient Jews held that the punishment of 
the wicked in hell should be perpetual, or without end; so 
Judith saith, that Kkavaovrai Iv alaSfou ewe alwvoc, they shall 
tveep under the sense of their pains for ever, xvj. 17. Jo- 
sephusf informs us, that the pharisecs held the souls of the 
wicked were to be punished, a&ty Ttpvjpiq, with perpetual 
punishment, and that there was appointed for them ctpy/io? 
diiiog, a perpetual prison. Yh\\o% saith, tho punishment 
of the wicked pcrsbn is Zyv airo%av6vra ail, to live for ever 
dying ; and mo>vU%iiv Iv akyr$6m koi avlaig, koI trvfupopaie 
ciltucrraTotc, to be for ever in pains and griefs, and calamities 
that never cease: accordingly our Lord continually saith of 



• In Gen. xv. 17. 

t De Bell. Jud. lib. ii. cap. 12. p. 788. Anliq. lib. xviii. cap. 2. 

% De Pncm.etVmn. p. 713. D. E. 
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them; that they shall go away into everlasting punishment, 
and that their worm dieth not, and their fire is not quenched; 
and that God will destroy their soul and body in hell-fire, 
Matt, xviii.8. xxv.41. Lukeiii.17. Whence I collect, 

First, That though it is not to be doubted that the worm 
not dying is to be taken tropically for the worm of con- 
science, yet shall the bodies of the wicked suffer in fire 
properly so called ; this being suitable not only to the tra- 
dition Of the Jewish and the Christian church, but to the 
constant phraseology of the Scriptures, declaring that the 
tree that brings not forth good fruit, the fruitless branch, 
the chaff, shall be cast into the fire, and burnt with tin- 
quenchable fire, Matt. iii. 10. 12. xiii. 50. John xv. 6. that 
the wicked shall go into everlasting fire ; their souls and 
bodies shall be cast into hell-fire, Matt. x. 28. xxv. 45. that 
they shall be punished with flaming fire,2 Thess; i. 8. Suffer 
the vengeance of eternal fire, Jude7. The heavens and earth 
being reserved to fire for the punishment of ungodly men, 
2 Pet. iii. 10. 

Secondly, That the punishment of wicked men shall.be 
eternal. That this was the constant opinion of the Christian 
church, sec note on Heb.vi. 2. and that this punishment 
is consistent with Divine justice and goodness, see appen- 
dix to 2 Thess. chap. i. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 49. II 3c yap irvpl akurSriazTaC Ka\ iraaa 5vata aXl 
o\i<r$rj<TiTcu, For every one shall be salted with fire, andevery 
sacrifice shall be salted ivith salt.'] These words may be re- 
ferred to the preceding, respecting the punishment of those 
wicked men, who will not cut off those offending eyes, feet, 
or hands, which render them obnoxious to future punish- 
ments; and then the import of them will be to this effect: 
Every wicked man shall be seasoned with fire itself, so as to 
become inconsumable, and shall endure for ever to be tor- 
mented; and therefore maybe said to be salted with fire, in 
allusion to that property of salt, which is to preserve things 
from corruption. To strengthen this interpretation, consider, 

First, The connexion of the words, where the ivorm dieth 
not, and where the fire is not quenched, irag yap airwv, for 
every one o/(them) shall be salted with fire ; where the illa- 
tive particle yap, for, shews, that these' words are designed 
as a proof of the words preceding. Consider, 

Secondly, From whence those words, their worm dieth 
not, and their fire is not quenched, are taken, viz. fromlsa. 
lxvi. ult. where they run thus: They shall go forth, and look 
upon the carcasses qf those men that have transgressed 
against me ; for theifworm shall not die, nor shall their fire 
be quenched: which words plainly belong to the wicked, 
and to them alone ; and so the proof of them in this verse 
must belong to them only. Note, . 

Thirdly, That the word 7rac must refer therefore to the 
same persons; as if it had been said expressly, wag yap 
avTwv, For every one (of them) whose fire is not quenched, 
shall be salted with, or in the fire, i. e. preserved from cor- 
ruption in or by it; so xii. 44. navrv; yap, for all, i. e. 
iravTtg oi -irXovaioL ovroi, all those rich men cast in out of 
their superfluities ; so Luke xvi. 1G. The kingdom of hea- 
ven is preached, koI nag, and every one (viz. who believes) 
presseth into it: and Luke xxi. 32. This generation shall not 
pass away, £<uc av iravra ytvrprat, till all things be done, i. c. 
travraTavra, all these things now mentioned, Matt.xxiv;35. 
Markxiii.30. (See many other instances in Grotius.) Note, 

Fourthly, That these words kcu itaaa $v<ria, &c. may be 



rendered thus : For every sacrifice shall be seasoned xvith 
salt, even the whole burnt-offerings (which answer here to 
the whole body), as well as others ; and then they will be 
a proof of the former, from the precept concerning sacri- 
fices, Lev. ii. 13. That the particle kcu frequently signifies 
for, appears from many examples : so Exod. v. 23. koI a$ 
ov, for from the time that I spake to Pharaoh ; Josh. i. 5. 
kcu ilxnrip 7)iiy\v,for as I was with Moses; see also xxii. 25. 
T Sam. ii. 15. koi ov pr) Xaj3w, for I will not take sodden 
flesh; Psal. cviii. 12. Send us help from trouble, teal parata, 
for vain is the help of man; Isa. lxiv. 5. Thou wast an- 
gry, Kol i)iiuq,for we have sinned; Micah vii. 8. kcu avaarir 
aofiai, for I shall rise tip again. Note, 

Fifthly, That it is the property of salt to preserve things 
from corruption; hence a covenant of salt is put for an 
everlasting or inviolable covenant: so Numb, xviii. 1Q. 
$ta6{}Kr) aXoc altoviov icrrlv tyavn Kvpiov, it is a covenant of 
salt for ever before the Lord; and 2 Chron. xiii. 5. God 
gave David and his sons kings over Israel for ever, by a 
covenant of salt. Whence the Jews say, salt was to sea- 
son all their sacrifices, to signify that they preserved their 
souls from corruption, as the salt did the sacrifice. Philo, 
that salt is a symbol, Suuiovrjc rfc rwv crvuTravrtov, of the per - 
petuity of all things, preserving that on which it is sprinkled: 
(de Victimis, p. 647. F.) and on those words, With every 
oblation you offer salt, $i ov rfjv uaairav Sm/iovrjv cuvir- 
TtTat, <pv\aicrrjpiov yap ol aXtc aw/idrcov rtTtfxr\}iivoi t/*VX^ ^ iym 
Tiprfot? By this (saith Philo*) he signifies the perpetual 
duration of them ; salt being the preservation of bodies next 
to the soul itself; for as the soul is the cause that our bodies 
are not corrupted, so is salt, preserving them for a long 
time, kol rpoirov nva i&avaritovrig, and rendering them in a 
manner incorruptible : if then, by keeping these offensive 
members, or corrupt affections, you render your Christ- 
ianity such as hath lost its savour, and like a sacrifice with- 
out salt, you can never be acceptable to God; retain there- 
fore your Christian wisdom or piety, and preserve peace, 
the bond of unity, among yourselves. 

Others interpret the words thus: Let it not seem a hard 
saying, that I require your abscission of those offensive 
members; for every sacrifice, that it may be grateful and 
acceptable to God, must be salted with fire; for the firfi 
must prove every man's action, and it will not receive its 
reward till it hath passed through the fire of tribulation, 
(1 Cor. iii. 13, 14.) and he be purged from his dross by it as 
gold is, Sta 7rv/3oc SoKtfiaKofievov, 1 Pet. i. 7. see iv. 12. It 
is then more desirable here to endure this trial by fire, 
and communion with Christ in his sufferings, that ye may 
rejoice at his appearance, than to fall into that fire,- which 
will never be extinguished : it is therefore good to have 
this salt in yourselves, this Christian wisdom, which will 
preserve you from corruption, and that peace, which will 
preserve the Christian body from it. Like this is that ex- 
pression of Josephus, concerning one of the seven chil- 
dren roasted in the fire ; wvirtp Iv irvpl fj.zTa<rxW aTl %°! JL s vo S *l? 
a$%apaiav, he is transformed into incorruption as it were by 
fire. (Lib. de Mace. p. 1093. D.) And in this sense Irenaeus 
saith, Tribulation is necessary for the children of God, " ut 
igniti sint ad convivium regis," that, being salted with fire, 
they maybe fit for the banquet of the king. (Lib. v. cap. 28.) 
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CHAP. X. 

1. AND he arose from Ihcncc (from Capernaum, ix.33.) 
and comcth into the coasts of Judea by the farther side of 
Jordan: and the people resort to him again; and, as he 
was wont, he taught them again. 

2. And the pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it 
lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting him 
(i. e. by that question, thinking he might be induced to speak 
something against the law of Moses). - 

3. And he answered and said to them, ['] What did 
Moses command you? 

4. And they said, Moses suffered (n$) to write a bill of 
divorcement, and (so) to put her away. 

5. And Jesus answered and said to them, For the hard- 
ness of your heart (which would not suffer you to perceive 
and yield to the first institution of matrimony ) he wrote 
you this precept (that if you would put away your wife, 
you should do it by giving her a bill of divorce). 

G. But from the beginning [ 2 ] of the creation God 
(shewed he would have it otherwise;, for -lie) made them 
male and female, (saying, Gen. xxii. 24.) • 

7. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mo- 
ther/ and cleave to his wife ; 

8. And they twain shall be one flesh (so as they are 
not one flesh with father or mother): so then they (after 
the matrimonial duty) are no more twain, but one flesh.- 

9. What therefore God hath (thus) joined together, let 
no man (under the gospel dispensation presume to) put 
asunder. 

10. And (when he was) in the house> his disciples asked 
him again of the same matter. 

11. And he saith to them (according to the primitive 
histitution of matrimony), [ 3 ] Whosoever shall put away 
his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against 
her, ( she being by that institution still his wife, and she hav- 
ing the sole right over his body, 1 Cor. vii. 4.) 

12. And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be 
married to another (as hath of late been done among you), 
she committeth adultery (against, him, as being still his 
wife, and not having power over her own body, but the 
husband; ibid.) 

13. And -they brought young children to him, that he 
should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that 
brought them. 

1 14. But when Jesus saw (i. e. perceived) it, he was much 
displeased, and said to them, Suffer little children to come 
tome, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom 
[ 4 ] of God. (And if of such as resemble them in disposition, 
why should they whom they are to resemble be unfit for that 
kingdom?) - ,* . 

* 15. Verily I say to you, Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child (i. e. with the same freedom 
from vain-glory, and the love of the world, which is in them), 
he shall not enter therein. 

16, And he took them up in his arms, and put his hands 
upon them, and blessed them. v* w . , . 

* 17. And when he was gone forth into the way, there came 
one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good 
Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 

18. And Jesus said to him, Why callest thou me good? 
(seeing) there is none good but one, that is, God. (Dost 



thou own me as one commissionated by him to teach the way 
of life? I shall then do it according to his will, by saying,) 
c-"lii Thou knowest the commandments, (viz.) Do not 
commit adultery; Do not kill; Do not steal; Do not bear 
false witness; [ 5 ] Defraud not; Honour thy father and (thy) 
mother; (do this and thou shall live.) 

20. And he answered and said to him, Master, all these 
things have I observed from my youth. 
* 21. Then Jesus beholding him [ 6 ] loved him, and said to 
him; One thing thou (yet) lackest (to render thee my disci- 
ple): go thy way, (and at viy command) sell whatsoever 
thou hast, and give (it) to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven; and (then) come, and take up the 
cross, and follow me. * 

22. And he was sad at that saying, and went away 
grieved : for he had great possessions. 

23. And Jesus looked round about, and saith to his dis- 
ciples, p] How hardly shall they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of God ! 

24. And the disciples were astonished at his words. But 
Jesus answercth again, and saith to them, Children, how 
hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the king* 
dom.of God! 

25. It is easier for a camel (or cable) to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man ( thus trusting in riches, 
as in things which make him happy) to enter into the king- 
dom of God. 

26.< And they (who heard this) were astonished above 
measure (at it), saying among themselves; Who then can 
be saved?- - 

27. And Jesus looking upon them, saith, With man it is 
impossible (i.e. human persuasion cannot work men off 
from this love of the world), but (this is) not (impossible) 
with (to) God : for with God all things are possible. 

28. Then Peter began to say to him, Lo, we have left all, 
and followed thee. - ■ 

29. And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say to you, 
There is no man who hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands/for my 
sake, and the gospel's, - 

30. But he shall receive a hundred-fold now in this time, 
houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and chil- 
dren,- and lands (i. e. shall find men more affectionate to him 
than these relations, and receive greater blessings titan he 
parts with here), with persecutions; and in the world to 
come eternal life. 

31. [ 8 ] But many that arc first shall be last; and the last 
(shall be) first. (See the note here.) 

32. And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; 
and Jesus went before them: and [ 9 ] they were amazed (that 
Christ would thus go into the mouth of the Sanhedrin, who 
had resolved to kill him); and as they followed, they were 
afraid (of what might befal them, being his disciples). And 

•he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things 
should happen to him, 

33. Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son 
of mart shall be delivered up to the chief priests, and to the 
scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall 
deliver him to the gentiles : 

- 34. And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and 
shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day lie 
shall rise again. 
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35. [ 10 ] And James and. John, the sons of Zebedee, come 
to him (by their mother J, saying, Master, we would that 
thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall.desire. 

86. And he said to them, What would ye that I should 
do for you? 

37. They said to him, Grant to us that we .may sit, one 
on thy right hand, and the other.on thy left, in thy glory. 

38. But Jesus said to them, Ye know not what (it is) yon 
ask (the highest place in my glory being the reward of the 
highest sufferings): can .ye (then) drink of the cop that I 
( am to) drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that 
I am (to be) baptized with? (i. e. can ye suffer as I am 
to do?) 

39. And they said to him, We can. And Jesus said to 
them, Ye. shall indeed drink of the cup that I am to drink 
of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall 
ye be baptized (i. e. shall suffer for my sake): 

40. But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand 
[ u ]is not mine to give (to any others);, but it shall be given 
to them for whom it is prepared.: ; ,;-; 

41. And when the ten heard it, they began to be much 
displeased with James and John (for desiring precedency 
above them in Christ's kingdom). f , 

42. But Jesus called them to him, and saith to them, ,Ye 
know that they which are [ zc ] accounted to rule over the 
gentiles, exercise lordship over them (commanding them as 
their servants); and their great ones exercise authority upon 
them (at their pleasure). 

43. But so shall it not be among you; but whosoever 
will "be great among you, shall be your minister : 

44. And whosoever of you will be the chicfest, shall (by 
that office) be (-come the) servant of all. 

45. For even the Son of man came not to be ministered" 
to, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many 
( and so must it be with his disciples). 

46. And they came to Jericho; and as [ 1S ] he went out 
of Jericho with his disciples, and a great number of people, 
blind Bartimeus, the son of -Timeus, -sat by the way-side 
begging (and another with him). 

47.. And when he heard. that it was Jesus of Nazareth 
(that came that way), he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, 
thou son of David, have mercy on me ; (and so said the 
other also, Matt. xx. 30.) ; 

48. And many charged him that he should hold his peace : 
but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of David, have 
mercy on me. 

49. And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be 
called. And they called the blind man, saying to him, Be of 
good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. 

50. And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to 
Jesus. 

51. And Jesus answered and said to him, What wilt thou 
that I should do to thee ? The blind man said to him, Lord, 
(I ask) that I may receive my sight. 

52. And Jesus said to him, Go thy way; thy faith hath 
made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, 
and followed Jesus in the way. 

ANNOTATIONS .ON CHAP. X. 

[»] Ver.3. Tl' ifxiv ivsra'Aaro Mwafje; What did 3Ioses 
command you?] There seems to be a difference here betwixt 



St. Matthew and St. Mark, not much taken notice of by in- 
terpTeters ; St. Mark introducing Christ asking them what 
Moses, commanded in this case; St. Matthew introducing 
them asking, Christ, Why then did Moses command us to t 
write a bill of divorce? &c. But this seeming, difference 
may be removed, by saying, They first asked him why did 
Moses command? And then our Saviour asked them,- 
What were the words of Moses in this case ? And when 
they had repeated them, he tells them the reason why Moses 
gave them this permission. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 6. 'A7to Se apxv? Kn'crtwc, From the beginning of 
the creation.~\ The word ktictcwc is found in the Alexandrian 
copy and in Theophylact, and is interpreted by the Vulgar 
and the Arabic, and extant in most copies, and therefore is 
not to be suspected, because not found in Beza's copy, of 
in the Syriac, or in the parallel. place, Matt. xix. 4.. for <m\ 
«PX*ic> being in sense the same, St. Matthew might say no 
more, but St. Mark could not well add more if Christ had 
said no more. r 

[ S ] Ver; 11. *Oc lav dwoXvay rfjv yvvaiKa ahrov, Kal yafif)<rg 
aXXijv, fxotyarai hf avrtjv, Whosoever shall put away his 
wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her.'] 
Though this discourse- of Christ be originally about di- 
vorce, yet it seems plainly to evince that polygamy must be 
unlawful, especially under the Christian economy: for, 
(l.)from Christ's saying, He that putteth away his tvife z 
and marries another, committeth adultery against her; it 
clearly follows, that he who, having not put her away^- 
marries another, must be guilty of the same crime, seeing 
he must have at least the same power to marry another, 
when the first is put away, as when she is not. (2.) He who 
commits adultery against, his wife by marrying another, 
could have no power to do so whilst she lived, since no 
man can be supposed to have power to commit adultery. 
And (3.) he who by marrying another commits adultery 
with her, must marry her whom he had no power to marry. 
(4.) Since to commit adultery is to violate the bed of an : 
other person, he that commits adultery against his wife 
must violate her bed, which no husband can do, only by 
doing that which a husband lawfully might do. Since 
then a right to polygamy is a right to marry more wives 
than one, he that hath this right cannot violate the bed of 
his first wife, by assuming another to it. It therefore must 
be acknowledged, cither that the husband under Christsin- 
stitution, and by the original law of matrimony, had no such 
right, or that he thatmarrieth another cannot by that com- 
mit adultery against his first wife. 

. [ 4 ] Ver. 14. Toioutwv, Of such is the kingdom of God.] 
That is, saith Theophylact, of those who have by exercise, 
rrjv cLKaidav rjvira&ta t^ovatv enrb ^ucrewe, that innocence which 
children have by nature. In his note on Matt, xviii. 5. he 
saith, We are to be like children, Kara to atcatcov, oux< Kara to 
avoryrov, not as to their ignorance, but as to their innocence. 
And xix. 14. Of such is the kingdom of God; that is, saith 
he, twv attaKtov Kal airovr\gh)y, of those who resemble them 
in innocence and freedom from sin. 

[ 5 ] Ver. If). MrjenrooTtpforic, TIiou shalt not defraud.] Dr. 
Hammond here saith, that the tenth commandment is ren- 
dered by the LXX. and by St. Paul, Rom. vii. 7. ovKtTndvfxf}- 
aitg, Thou shall notcovet; by Christ here, TJiou shaltnotde- 
fraitdj and Matt. xix. 19. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self: whence he concludes, that the commandment contains 
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the importance of all these phrases ; obliging ns so to rest 
satisfied with that lot God hath afforded us, and so to desire 
the good of others as well as of ourselves, ns not to desire 
or endeavour to gain any thing to ourselves by the loss or 
diminution of another, but to think others as worthy to 
enjoy what belongs to them, as we are to enjoy what be- 
longs to us : all which is very true. Mr. Clerc also hero 
well notes, that there be two ways of injuring our neigh- 
bour, (L) by theft, whether privately, or by force against 
the will of the owner, and by taking away what belongs to 
another, without any pretence of right or justice, which is 
forbidden in the eighth commandment; or (2.) by secret and 
cunning devices, where the law, and a pretence of right is 
made use of to cover tho injury, which is forbidden in the 
tenth commandment, and here expressed by firj aTro<rrtpr}<rq$, 
Thou shall nol defraud: and surely all such endeavours to 
defraud must shew a Very covetous mind, inclining us, 
against the dictates of our consciences, and to the damage 
of our precious souls, to defraud another of his. right: 
only let it be noted, that the word airocmpuv in Scripture is 
of a greater latitude, and signifies also lo delain, and keep 
back a lliing when it is due. So Exod. xxi.10. her food and 
raiment, and the duty of marriage, ovk cnroaTtpfous, thou 
sfialt not keep back. So the word signifies, Numb. ix. 7. 
Deut. xxiv. 14. owe aTroaTZpfoug fiuxSbv 7rivr\rog, thou shall 
not keep back the hire of the poor, at his day thou shall give 
him his /lire, ver. 15. and so we expound the word a7r£<mp?r 
fiivog, used James v. 4. by kept back; Ecclus. iv. 1. rfjv 
Zu)i)v rov irrtoxov fii} a7ro<rr£pTJ<ryc, detain not the life of the 
poor, and make not his eyes to wait long; and xxxiv. 21, 
22. the bread of the poor is his life, 6 a-Kovrzpuv av-n)v, he 
that detains it is a man of blood; 6 airoartpwv fiiaOov fuaOlov, 
he that detains the wages of the hireling sheddeth blood: 
and surely they who desire thus to detain that which belongs 
to others, and they know they much want, must covet to 
liave for that time what is another's. And here especially 
the rule of the civilians obtains, "minus solvit, qui tem- 
pore minus solvit," he pays less than he ought, who pays not 
in due time, or when he ought to do it. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 21. y Ryawr\aiv avTov, And Jesus looking upon 
him, loved him.] He loved not only virtues, but even the 
seeds of them ; the one so as to reward them, the other so 
as to encourage, and minister to their growth. 

(7] Ver. 23. IIwc $v<TKo\u>g ol ra xPW aTa *X 0VTt s> Hoio 
hardly can they that have riches enter iuto the kingdom of 
God!] The example of this young man shews that tx«v 
here imports not only to possess riches, but also to retain 
such an affection to them as that we cannot well bear the 
thoughts of losing them, or parting with them. The in- 
terpretation of Christ, that they who trust in riches, ycr. 24. 
cannot do it, is the consequence of that affection; for this 
affection must be built upon the apprehension of the good- 
ness of them, the conveniences and advantages we trust 
we shall receive by having and retaining them. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 31. rioXXol S£ iaovrai Trp&Tot, t<rxaro(,&c. But many 
that are first shall be last, and they that are last shall be 
first.] i. e. But as it is with this Jew, so will it be with the 
generality of that nation; though they shall have the first 
ofler of this kingdom, they shall generally refuse to enter 
into it ; whereas many of the gentiles shall gladly embraco 
it upon these terms, and shall be admitted into it, and so 
preferred before the Jews to whom these blessings prima* 



rily belonged. That this is tho trtfe import of these words, 
seo the note on Matt. xx. 1. 

[ 9 ] Ver, 32. Kal Wafifiovvro^Kai aKoXovBovvrtg c^o/3ovvro, 
They were amazed; and, following, they were afraid.] They 
were amazed that, the Sanhedrin resolving to kill him, John 
xi. 53. and sending out their pursuivants and injunctions 
to apprehend him, ver. 57. he would run himself into the 
mouth of that danger ho seemed formerly to decline; and 
they were afraid \yhat might befal them, who bore the cha- 
racter of his disciples for his sake. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 35. Kal TrpooTroptvovrai avT<o 'IaKO>j3oc koI 'Iwavi/rje* 
Aiid James and John came unto him.'] viz. By their mother^ 
as their mouth, Matt. xx. 20. And so Christ insinuates by 
answering, not to.the mother, but to them coming with her 
on this errand, Ye know not what ye ask, ver. 22. 

[ n ] Ver.40. Ovk iartv Ifibv dovvai, aXX' dig TiTotfMMrraC It 
is not for me, &c. who never vary from my Father's will, to 
give it to others than to them for whom it is prepared by 
my Father.] Ovk t<mv Ijuov, tou S^kcuov Kptrov, It is not for 
me, a righteous judge, and distributor of recompences, to 
give to any by favour or affection to their relations or them- 
selves, but to those who are prepared for it according to 
the will of my Father. (Theophylact.) 

[ 12 ] Ver. 42. Ol Sokovvteg apx*tv r£>v Wvwv, They who are 
accounted to rule over the gentiles.] This is, Matt. xx. 25. ol 
apXovTtg twv ISv&v, the\rulers of the gentiles; Luke xxii.25. 
■ol $am\u$ rwv &v(ov, the kings of the gentiles. So that this 
shews that Sokcw is sometimes an expletive, as has been 
noted on 1 Cor, vii. 40. 

[ 1S ] Ver. 46. Keu iKTroptvofxivov avrov euro f Icp^w, BapTtfiatog 
6 Tvtftkbg, &c. And as he was going from Jericho, a blind 
man named Bartimcus sat by the way -side.] Luke xviii. 35. 
iv t$ lyytZuv avr6v iig 'Itpi^<o, when he was near to Jericho, 
a certain blind man sat, Matt. xx. 30. Svo tv^Aoi, two blind 
men. There is no reason from these seeming differences 
to think the story different of which the evangelists speak. 
For as to the first, St. Luke saith, indeed, that Christ was 
yet near to Jericho; but then, so is he who is gone a little 
from it, as well as he who is come near to it, which St. Luke 
doth not say. To the second it may be answered, that he * 
who saith there was a certain blind man celebrated by the 
name of Bartimeus, saith not there was no more, but only 
that there was no other so noted and distinguished by that 
name ; and he that mentioned his desire, and Christ's an- 
swer, doth not exclude the other from making the like 
request, nor from an interest in Christ's answer, but only 
shews he thought it sufficient to take notice of him as the 
most celebrated of the two. 

CHAR XI. 

1. AND when they came nigh to Jerusalem, (even) to 
[*] Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, ho 
sendcth forth two of his disciples, > 

2. And he saith to them, Go your way into the village 
over against you : and as soon as ye have entered into it, 
ye shall find a colt tied, [ 2 ] whereon never man sat; loose 
him, and bring him (to me). 

3. And if any man say to you, AVhy do ye this ? say ye 
that the Lord hath need of him ; and straightway he will 
send (i. e. will quietly permit you to bring) him hither. 

4. And they went their way (to the village), and found 
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(there) the colt tied by the door without in a place where 
two ways met; and they loose him. 

5. And certain of them that stood there said to them, 
What do ye, loosing the colt ? 

6\ And they said to them, (We do) even as Jesus had 
commanded; and (upon this) they let them go. 

7. And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their 
garments on him ; and he sat upon him. 

8. And many spread their garments in the way : and 
others cut down branches off the trees, and strewed them 
in the way. 

9. And they that went before, and they that followed, 
cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that'eometh in the 
name of the Lord ( let prosperity attend on the Messiah) : 

10. [*] Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that 
comcth in the name of the Lord ( may the kingdom flourish 
which God is to erect according to his promise made to Da- 
vid) : Hosanna in the highest ( let prosperity be from hea- 
ven on this King and kingdom). 

11. And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the tem- 
ple : and when he had looked round about upon all things, 
(and aired the blind and lame, Matt. xxi. 14.) and now 
the eventide was come, he went out to Bethany with the 
twelve. 

. 12. And on the morrow, when they were come from Be- 
thany, he was hungry : 

13. [*] And seeing w fig-tree afar off having leaves, 
(which the common fig-trees then had not, Matt. xxiv. 32.) 
he came (to it), if haply he might find any thing thereon ; 
and when he was come to it, he found nothing but leaves ; 
for the time of (oilier) figs was not yet. 

14. And Jesus answered ( i. e. upon this disappointment 
spake) and said unto it, (Let) no man eat fruit of ( i. e. 
from) thec hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it. 

15. And they come to Jerusalem : and Jesus went into 
the temple, and began to cast out them that sold and 
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the mo- 
ney-changers, and the seats of them that sold doves : 

16. And would not [*] suffer that any man should carry 
any vessel through the temple. 

- 17. And he taught ( them %vho did these things, how con- 
trary they were to Scripture), saying to them, Is it not 
written, [ 6 ] My house shall be called of all nations the 
house of prayer? (Gr. a house of prayer to all nations, 
and so that very court of the gentiles you thus profane is 
dedicated to his service:) but ye (by employing it to these 
uses) have made it a den of thieves. 

18. And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and ( in- 
stead of being moved by what he said from the Scripture, to 
reform this abuse, they) sought how they might destroy him 
(privily): for they feared (to do this openly to) him, be- 
cause all the people were astonished at his doctrine. 

10. And when even was come, he went out of the city. 

20. And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the 
fig-tree dried up from the roots. 

21. And Peter calling to remembrance (the words of 
Christ) saith to him, Master, behold, the fig-tree which 
thou cursedst is withered away. 

22. And Jesus answering saith to them,J Have (astrong) 
faith in God. 

23. For verily I say to you, That whosoever shall say to 
this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the 



sea (i. e. tvhosoever of you shall attempt the greatest diffi- 
culties respecting your office, in confirming the tmth of my 
doctrine to Jew and gentile, and bringing them to the faith)* 
and shall not doubt in his heart (of God's power or readi- 
ness to assist him), but shall believe that those things which 
he saith shall come to pass (Gr. shall be done); he shall 
have whatsoever he saith (it shall be to him according to 
what he saith). 

24. Wherefore I say to you (for the confirmation of your 
faith),Vfhdit things soever ye desire, when ye pray (or ask 
in prayer), believe that ye receive them, and ye shall 
have them. 

25. And when ye [ 7 ] stand praying, forgive, if ye have 
aught (any just matter of complaint) against any (for what 
they have done to you); that your Father also which is in 
heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 

26. But (for) if you do not forgive (them), neither 
will your Father which is in heaven forgive your tres- 
passes. 

27. And they come again to Jerusalem : and as he wa$ 
walking in the temple, there come to him the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and the elders, 

28. And they say to him, By what authority doest thou 
these things ?. and who gave thee this authority to dp these 
things? 

29. And Jesus answered and said to them, I will also 
ask of you one question, and answer (you) mc, and (then) 
I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 

30. The baptism of John,* was it from (the God of hea- 
ven), or of men (only) ? answer me. 

31. And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we 
shall say, (It was) from heaven; he will say, "Why then did 
ye not believe him ? (and from his testimony, John iii. 21. 34. 
learn that I also came from God?) 

32. But if we shall say, Of men, (this may be hazardous; 
for) they feared (this might incense) the people: for all 
men counted John, that he was (to be) a prophet indeed. - 

33. And they (therefore) answered and said to Jesus, 
"We cannot tell. Jesus answering saith to them, Neither 
do I (think fit to) tell you by what authority I do these 
things. r ■ . 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XL 

[*] Ver. 1. Ef 2 Bvjbfayii K a\ Br^Oaviav, To Belhphage and 
Bethany.'] So most copies read; though, as St. Matthew 
leaves out Bethany, so the Vulgar and, as Origen* informs 
us, St. Mark here left out Bethphage. These two places 
were conterminous, the bound of Bethany,- through which 
they went to -go from Jericho to Jerusalem, reaching to 
Bethphage, whither our Lord was come. Now this Beth- 
phage, saith St; Jerome, was " saccrdotum viculus situs 
in Monte Oliveti," a little village of the priests situated in 
Mount Olivet. It was, according to the Jews, a place out 
of Jerusalem near the mountain of the temple, "in quo co- 
quebant oblationes," in which (saith the Talmud) they 
boiled their offerings. (Tract. Berachoth, cap. 11. f. 95.) * 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. 'E^' Sv ovh\g avSpwTrtuv tczicaQiKe, Upon which 
no man ever sat.] Here Grotius truly notes, that such ani- 
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ruals as had not been employed in the use of man, were 
wont to be chosen for sacred uses ; for even tho heathens 
thought those things and sacrifices most proper for the ser- 
vice of the gods, which had not been put to profane uses. 
Thus the Philistines return the ark in a new cart, drawn by 
heifers never before put into tho yoke. (1 Sam. vi. 7.) 
To Minerva the heathens sacrificed " injuges boves," oxen 
not put into the yoke; and in Virgil we read thus, (iEn. 
Vi.36.) > — 

\ « Nunc grcge de intacto septem mactare juvencos 

Praestiterit."- 

It is best to offer seven heifers not yet brought from the 
flock : - 

Which Macrobius* calls u hostias injuges," sacrifices not 
accustomed to the yoke; they thinking them polluted, saith 
Turnebus,f by being put to profane work; and it seems to 
have been a miracle that such a colt should so patiently 
suffer Christ to ride upon him ; to be sure there was a com- 
pletion of the prophecy of Zachary, ix.9. the Jews them- 
selves applying those words to the Messiah ;. for R. Jo- 
seph said, May the Messiah come, and may I be worthy 
to sit under the shadow of the tail of his ass. (Sanhedrin, 
'cap. 10. in Gemara.) 

; [ 3 ] Ver. 10. Ev\oyrifiivti n BacrtXcia zpxopivri * v ovopan Kv- 
piov, 7ov Uarpbg tjjucjv Aaj3i8, Blessed be the kingdom of our 
father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord.] i. e. Let 
the kingdom be happily begun and flourish, which God is 
to erect according to his promise made to our father David ; 
let the prosperity be from heaven 4o the king Messiah, 
and to his kingdom. (See Examen Millii.) 
. p] Ver. 13. And seeing a fig-tree afar off having leaves, he 
came, if haply he might find any thing thereon; and when 
he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, ov yap §v teatpbe 
<TVKU)v,for the time of figs was not yet.] Here it is inquired, 
why Christ should curse this "fig-tree, because it had not 
•figs upon it before the time of figs? The criticism ov yap 
vv, for where he was it was the time of fruit, and that of 
Dr. Hammond, that -ft was not Kaipbg ovkiov, a good or sea- 
sonable year for figs, are both confuted by this one, obser- 
vation, that Christ did this on the eleventh of Nisan, that is, 
five months before figs were ripe ; for about summer (saith 
our Lord) the branch of the fig-tree is yet tender, andputteth 
forth leaves. (Matt. xxiv. 32. Mark xiii. 28.) From the 
time of production of leaves to the green figs (say the Jews), 
is fifty days; from thence to the falling off of the buds, fifty ; 
and from thence to ripe figs, fifty. And in Canticles, the 
entrance of the summer is described by the fig-trees bring- 
ing forth green figs, tV2D i.e. grossos, tkvvSovg avrrjQ, her 
unripe figs: not as Mr. Clctc here renders the words, she 
hath brought her figs to perfection ; nor do either Theophras- 
tus or Pliny make mention of any figs in Syria, which 
were gathered till after the dog-days; that is, about the latter 
end of August; and had there been a sort of figs, which, as 
Mr. Clerc fancies, might have been ripe at the Passover, 
before whichChrist spake these words, St. Mark could not 
truly have said, the time of figs was not yet. There is an- 
other ingenious exposition of ia reverend and learned bishop, 
that 6 Katpbg ovkiov is the time of gathering in of figs, of which 



signification of the word Katpbg he gives two or three in- 
stances; and then it seems reasonable for our Saviour to 
expect some figs upon this tree, they being not yet gathered 
in, and to curse it for having none upon it, when none had 
been taken from it; and could I find it proved that any, 
even the biccaroth, or first ripe figs, mentioned Jer. xxxiv. 
2. and Hosea ix. 10. were fit to be gathered in at the Pass- 
over, I should acquiesce in this interpretation; but the 
words cited from Cant. ii. 13. and Matt. xxiv. 32. seem to 
prove, that the fig-tree only began to put forth her leaves 
and her green figs at the entrance of the summer. Where- 
fore let it be noted, that St. Mark doth not by these words, 
for the time of figs was not yet, design to give a reason why 
our Lord found no figs upon this tree, but why he only went 
to this one tree, which had leaves on it, and so^vas of that 
kind of figs which, saith Theophrastus,* was ad <pv\Xov, 
" semper comantibus foliis/'f a fig-tree that had always 
leaves, and why he expected to find fruit on that, which 
upon the other ordinary fig-trees abounding there, he could 
not expect, the time of ordinary figs being not yet: for this 
kind of fig-tree being ever green with leaves, had, saith 
Theophrastus,. a^ct k-at tqv evov kcu rov viov Kaptrov, old and 
new fruit hanging on it together; the fruit of the year past 
and present, say the Jewish doctors. Accordingly Julian}: 
the Apostate, speaking of the fruits of Damascus, saith, 
some of them were but of a short duration, fxovy Si nj> aiicy 
kal vTrzpzvtavTtZ,uv e£eem, koI rij rbv ixOCKovrog Kapirov yivwu 
<TwzvzxQ*iv<u> on ty the fig-tree carries its fruit above a year, 
and it hangs on tvith the fruit of the following year. And 
thus was this fig-tree a fit resemblance of the Jewish na- 
tion, to whom alone Christ came in person, and from whom 
alone he could then expect fruit; whence are they in an- 
other parable represented by a fig-tree, from which the hus- 
bandman three yeaTS expected fruit, but found none, Luke 
xiii. 7. and therefore is there ordered to be cut down; and 
here they aro emblematically cursed for their barrenness, 
the kingdom of God being shortly to be taken from them, 
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof 
(Matt.xxi.43.) Origen§ saith, this fig-tree was SlvSpovrov 
\aov, a tree representing the people of the Jews, saying, e//- 
i//v^oc fjv t) avrri bvtcri, this tvas a living fig-tree, and therefore 
heard a curse suitable to its condition; for Sm tovto aKapjroc 
lartv 6 'IovSafaw 'SiVvaywyi), teal tovto ylvzTat avTrj eo>c Tijg avv- 
TtXdag too alvvog ewe to 'irk{jp(i)fxa rwv evvwv ciaiAOy, and 
therefore the synagogue of the Jews is unfruitful, and shall 
continue so till the fulness of the gentiles doth come in. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 1G. Kal ovk irfuv'tva Tig SuviyKig atctvog Sid tov Upov, 
And he suffered not any one to carry a vessel through tlie 
temple.] In this our Lord approved of the received doctrine 
of the Jews, who (saith Josephus||) held, " quod ne vas 
quidem aliquod portari in templum liceat," that it was not 
lawful to carry any vessel into the temple; and this was part 
of that reverence they thought due to it by virtue of that 
precept, thou shalt reverence my sanctuary. (Lev. xix. 30.) 
But whereas the rabbins extended this to their synagogues, 
yea, even to a synagogue laid waste, that none should 
make them a thoroughfare, in this they seem to have ex- 
ceeded ; there seeming not to be the same reason for things 
instituted by them, for their convenienco of meeting for 
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religious worship, as for that house which the Lord. hath 
chosen to put his name there, (Deut. xii. 5.) and in which 
the Divine Majesty dwelt; though they being houses of 
prayer, a reverence was to be observed in them, whilst they 
engaged in that worship. * 

[ 6 ] Ver. 17. Kal IdiSaaKt, Xiywv avrotg* ov ylypa-nrai, otl 6 
oiKog pov, oIkoq Trpoatvyfis icXi?$TJ<7tt-ai Ttaai rotg t^vtaiv* And 
he taught them, saying, Is it not written, My house shall be 
called a house of prayer to all nations?] In the temple 
there were three courts — the court of the priests, where the 
altar of incense stood ; the second was that into which the 
clean Jews, and the proselytes of justice who had embraced 
circumcision and the whole law of Moses, entered; and 
this was parted from the third court (which was called the 
court of the gentiles, because the unclean Jew, and the 
gentile who owned the true God, were permitted t6 come 
and worship there), by a step or low wall, having this in- 
scription on it, firi Sav aWofvXov itcrbg tov ayiov -rraoiivai, that 
no alien was to enter into the holy place ; where Josephus,* 
by adding to ya pdtvrtpov, hpbv ay tov IkclKuto, for the second 
court was called holy, seems to intimate, that the court of 
the gentiles was by them not deemed holy, but profane; 
and therefore thither they brought sheep and doves to sell; 
and hence it appears how appositely our Saviour argues, 
that the house for all nations was God's house, and there- 
fore must be sacred, and not to be polluted. Mr. Whiston 
must therefore be mistaken, when he conjectures that our 
Lord did this twice in the week before his passion; once 
driving these hucksters and their merchandise out of the 
inner temple, and the next day out of the outer temple: 
for Christ drove out the oxen and the sheep, as well as the 
men. (John ii. 15.) Now can we think that they who had 
so great a reverence for the inner temple, as to make it 
death for any gentile, though a proselyte of the gate, to 
come into it, would themselves bring sheep and oxen t6 
dung in it? It is true that St. Mark speaks of this as done 
the day after he came into the city, and discoursed with the 
pharisees; but that he did this only by recapitulation, St. 
Austinf proves; but let this be done twice, provided he 
brings not his merchants and merchandise into the inner 
temple. (See Maldon. in Matt. xxi. 12.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 25. Kal orai/ ot)jk>jt£ trpoatvx6p.evoi, a^Ure, And 
when you stand praying, forgive if ye have augh t against any .] 
That it was ordinary with the Jews to pray standing, see 
note on Matt. vi. 5. yet in their solemn days of fasting they 
did kneel, and even prostrate themselves before the Lord : 
but the first Christians usually kneeled down and prayed. 
(Acts ix. 40. xx. 3G. xxi. 5.) The command here to forgive 
those that offend us before we pray, not only shews that no 
resentments of what our brother doth should stick long 
upon our spirits, because they indispose us for that duty 
we are continually to be prepared for ; but also, that there 
is some kind of forgiveness to be exercised towards him, 
though he do not ask it, or shew any tokens of repentance; 
of which, see note on Matt, vi.14, 15. And seeing I am to 
pray not only for myself, but for him also, (Matt. v. 44.) 
and that out of love to him, I must be free from all displea- 
sure against him, that I may lift up pure hands without 
wrath, I must be inclined and ready to do him any good: 
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for how else can I heartily desire it of God, and wish well 
to him, which in effect I do by praying for him? 

•. 

CHAR XII. 

1. AND he began to speak to them by parables ; (saying), 
A certain man planted a vineyard, and set a hedge about 
it, and digged a place for the wine-fat, and built a tower 
(in it), and let it out to husbandmen, (the Jews, Isa. v.) and 
(then) went info & far country (i. e. left them to manage 
it for him, so as that he might in their season receive the 
fruits of it). 

2. And (accordingly) at the season he sent to the hus- 
bandmen a servant, that he might receive from the hus- 
bandmen ( the guides and rulers of the Jewish church) of 
the fruit of the vineyard. . < , 

3. And (but) they caught him, and beat him, and sent 
him away empty. 

4. And again he sent to them another servant ; and at him 
they f 1 ] cast stones, and wounded him in the head, and 
sent him away shamefully handled. 

5. And again he sent another; and him they killed, and 
(so they dealt with) many others, (2 Chron. xxxv. 15, 1G.) 
beating some, and killing some (of them). 

6. Having yet therefore one son, his well-beloved, he 
sent him also last to them, saying, (It may be) they will 
reverence my son. 

7. But those husbandmen said among themselves, This 
is the heir; come, let us kill him, and (then) the inheritance 
shall be ours. 

8. And (accordingly) they took him, and killed him, and 
cast him out of the vineyard. 

9. What shall therefore the Lord of the vineyard do (to 
those men? Surely) he will come and destroy the (se) hus- 
bandmen, and will give the vineyard to (be cultivated by) 
others. 

10. And (if ye doubt this, ye understand not what these 
husbandmen deserve,) have ye not read (or, nor have ye 
read with attention) this scripture; (which saith, Psal. 
cxviii. 22, 23.) The stone which the builders rejected is 
become the head (stone) of the corner: 

11. This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes ? 

12. And (when he had said this) they sought (occasion) 
to lay hold on him, but (they) feared the people:, for 
they knew that he had spoken the parable [ 2 ] against 
them: and (through this fear) they left him, and went 
their way. 

13. And they send to him certain (persons) of the ( sect 
of the) pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch him in 
(and get advantage against him from) his words. 

14. And when they were Come, they say to him, Master, 
we know that thou art true, and carest for no man .('sper r 
son); for thou regarded not the person (s) of. men, but 
teachest the way of God in truth : (tell us therefore) Is it 
lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not? 

15. Shall we give, or shall we not give ? (that if he said 
no, the Herodians might represent him as an enemy to Cm- 
sar; if yea 9 the pharisees might represent him to the people 
as no friend to the nation.) But he, knowing their hypo- 
crisy, said to them, Why tempt ye me (ye hypocrites)? 
bring me a (Roman) penny, that I may see it, 

20 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



282 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[chap. .xir. 



1G. And they brought it. And (then) he saith td them, 
Whose is this image and superscription (that is upon this 
money)? and they said to him, (It is) Crcsar's. 

17. And Jesus answering said to them, Render (then) to 
Crcsar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things 
that are God's. And they marvelled at him (that he liad 
answered from their own received principles, and yet so 
tuisely, that (hey could take no advantage fromhisivords). 

IS. Then come to him the sadducces, who say there is no 
resurrection (of the body); and they asked him, saying, 
. 1 9. Master, Moses wrote to us, If a man's brother die, and 
leave his wife behind him, and leave no children, that his 
brother should takehisAvifo, and raise up seed to his brother. 

20. Now there were (with its) seven brethren: and the 
first (of them) tooka wife, and dying left no seed. 

21. And the second took her, and died, neither left he 
any seed: and the third likewise. 

22. And (so) the seven had her, and left no seed: last of 
all the woman died also. 

23. In the resurrection therefore, when they shall rise 
(from the dead), whose wife shall she be of them? for 
the seven had her to wife. 

24. And Jesus answering said to them, Do ye not there- 
fore err, because ye know not the Scriptures, neither the 
power of God? (nor yet the state inivhich tltey that are 
raised from the dead shall be.) 

25. For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels 
which are in heaven. 

2G. And as touching the dead, (to prove from the Scrip- 
tures, which you own,) that they rise: have ye not read 
(what is written) in the book of Moses, how in the bu§h 
God spake to him, saying/Iam the God of Abraham,- and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? (and yet,) 

27. He is not the God of the dead (i. e. of them that are 
so dead as not to be the sons of the resurrection), but the 
God of the living (i. e. of. those w'homheivill raise to life 
again): ye therefore do greatly err. 

28. And one of the [ 3 ] scribes came, and having lieafd 
them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had an- 
swered them well/asked him, Which is the first command- 
ment of all? 

29. And Jesus answered him, The [ 4 ] first of rill the 
commandments is, Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God is bne 
•Lord : 

30. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thymind, and with 
all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

31. And the second is like (to it), namely this, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these. 

32. And the scribe said to him, Well, Master, thou hast 
said the truth: for there is. one God; and there is none 
other but' he: 

33. And to love him with all the heart, and with all the 
understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the 
strength, and (for a man) to love his neighbour as him- 
self, is tnore th&n all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices. 

34. And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he 
-said to him, Thou art not far from (being prepared to enter 
"into) the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst 

ask him any question. 



35. And Jesus answered ( their questions) and -said (to 
them by way of question), while he taught in the temple, 
How say the scribes that Christ is the son of David? 

3G. For [ 5 ] David himself said (of him) by (the afflatus 
of) the Holy Ghost, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on 
my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool. 

37. David therefore himself calleth him Lord; and 
whence (hoiv) is he then his son? And the common people 
heard him gladly. 

38. And he said to them in his doctrine, Beware of the 
scribes, w T hich love to go in long -clothing, and love (to 
have) salutations in the market-places, 

39. And the chief seats in the synagogues, and the upper- 
most rooms at feasts : 

40. Which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence 
make long prayers : these shall receive greater damnation. 

41. And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld 
how the people cast money into the treasury: and (saw 
that) many that were rich cast in much. 

42. And there came a certain poor widow, and. she threw 
in two mites, which make a farthing. 

43. And he called to his disciples, and saith to them, 
Verily I say to you, That this poor widow hath cast more 
in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: 

'44. For all they did (only) cast in of their abundance ; 
but she [ 6 ] of her want did cast in all she had, even all her 
living (i. e. her livelihood for that day). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP; XII. 

X 1 ] Ver. 4. AIGOBOAH'SANTES iKtfaXaiwav, kol a^V 
ru\av r)TifX(i)fi(vov* Again he sent to them another servant, 
and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in the head, 
and sent him away shamefully treated.] That htcpaXaiwaav 
here cannot signify cajyite, i.e. " vitti cum mulctarunt," 
they beheaded him, or took away his life; but as St. Luke 
interprets it, TpavfiarlZovng, they wounding him, (x. 12.) 
to wit, in the head, cast him out of the vineyard, ri)v K^j>aXt}v 
hv^av, they beat him on the head: so Theophylact; and 
this is evident from the words following, They sent him 
away dishonoured, or shamefully treated: so in Aristo- 
phanes,* Qtvziv rbv 'KpoTofyov KHpaXaly pi)fiaTi, is to smite 
the slailt with a blow upon the head, or to strike one:upon 
the head with aradish root. (Sec Examcn Millii.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 12. They knew that he spake this parable, npbg 
avTovg* so Luke xx. 19. against them. 1 So Xiyuv rrpbq avrbv, 
is to say what ^they could against him, Acts xxiii. 30. to 
-kick 7rpoc KtvTpa, against the pricks, Acts xxvi. 14. to fight 
Trpoc rag fitOo&iaG) against the machinations of Satan, Eph. 
'Vi. 11. to strive irpbg ttjv afxaprtav, against sin, Heb. xii. 4. 
to fight 7rpoc vlove, against the children of Amnion, Judg. 
x. 3. to speak TrpbcKvptov, against the Lord, Isa. xxxii. 6. 
Ezek. xiii. 9. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 28. Kai elc rwv ypa/^arcwv, And one of the scribes 
came: so Luke xx.39. but Mutt. xxii. 25. tig £? avruv vofii- 
koq, one of them being a lawyer.] Now, in this diversity of 
words, there is no difference in sense ; for the scribes were 
of two sorts, or had at the leasttwo offices; the one was to 
sit in the chair of Moses, i. e. to read, and to iuterpret the 
law of Moses to the people, Matt, xxiii. 2. the other was 
to expound, and to deliver to the people the traditions 



* In Ranis, act. iii. sc. £. 
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which they pretended to have received from their fore- 
fathers : the first name of scribe they seem to have had 
from Ezra, who is so often styled ypa/jpaTcvc, a scribe of 
the lata of the Lord, (Ezra vii. 12. Neh. xii. 36.) who read 
in the book of the law, and expounded; (Neh. viii. 2 — 4.) 
they being also teachers of the traditions, which were 
called vo/ufia, or laws, and binding these heavy burdens 
upon the people, were thence called vofiiKoi, see the note on 
Matt. xxii. 23. And this scribe is said to speak to Christ 
TTttpaZwv, tempting him, or making an experiment of his 
wisdom, whether it was such as fame reported;. as the 
queen of Sheba came, (1 Kings x. 1.) 7retpa<rcu, to tempt 
king Solomon, i. e. to try whether his wisdom was equal to 
the fame she had heard of it. " . . '. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 29. And Jesus ansivered, ft-t irpcunr 7ra<xwv rwv 
ivroXwv, &c. The first of all the commandments is this, Tlie 
Lord thy God is one Gotf.] For this is necessary to be 
known, that we may worship him alone in opposition tQ 
all heathen gods, and own that he alone is God, who is the 
maker of heaven and earth. Here.Woltzogenius objects, 
that this lawyer having said, that there is one God, and that 
there is no other God besides him, our Lord acknowledges 
that he had ansivered wisely ; whereas he coidd not have 
given him this commendation, if he had been obliged to own 
him also as God, or to have owned a trinity of persons ; as 
if he had not heard that Thomas, who held the unity of the 
Godhead as much as any other Jew, yet styles our Saviour, 
my Lord and my God; and is commended for his faith, 
John xx. 28, 29. And since all that assert a trinity of 
persons, do as unanimously assert a unity of essence, and 
of the Godhead, I know not why this answer might not be 
commended by him; though perhaps our Saviour's com- 
mendation might especially respect his prelation of the 
love of God and our neighbour to all burnt-offerings and 
oblations; of which seethe note on Matt. xxii. 35. and of 
which one of the Jews saith thus, The doing acts of bene- 
ficence is more acceptable to God than all tlie victims and 
oblations which the Israelites offer on the altar; he having 
said, I tvill have mercy and not sacrifice. (Pirk. Eliezer, cap. 
16. p. 33. See here and ver. 27. Examen Millii.) . 

[ 5 ] Ver. 36. Avrbg -yap Aaj3tS ctTrtv Iv t<£ 7rvtijuaTi t<$ ayiy f 
For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, &c] i. e. By a 
Divine afflatus, or the spirit of prophecy ; for elsewhere we 
read, that God spake by the month of David, Acts i. 16. 
iv. 25. Nor is any one cited in the New Testament, as 
■speaking by the Spirit, or by the Holy Ghost, who was not 
thus assisted by a Divine afflatus ; and this deserves to be 
noted by them who deny that the Psalms of David were 
written by the spirit of prophecy. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 44. Avtt} Se Ik rfc vorfp/jtrf wc avr»/C fravra otxa tl^zv 
t/3aXcv, okovrov fiiov avrrjs, But she of her want did cast in 
all she had, even all her living.'] Or, all that she had to live 
upon that day. Hence it appears, that a person may be 
sometimes liberal, even in giving what he wanteth for him- 
self, or being ready to expend in works of charity, vnlp 
Svvafiiv, above what he can well spare. (2 Cor. viii. 2, 3. 
See here Grotius.) 

CHAP. XIII. 

!• AND as he went out of the temple, (his disciples came 
to him, to shew km the buildings of the temple, Matt. xxi v. 1. 
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and) one of his disciples saith unto him (in the name of the, 
rest), Master, see what manner of stones and what builcl- 
ings are hero ! 

2. And Jesus answering, said to. him, See^t thou these 
great buildings? There shall not be left (to them) one 
stone upon another, that shall not be thrown doAyn (or disr 
solved). . . s . , 

3. And as he sat upon the mount of Olives oyer against 
the temple, Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, 
asked him privately, (i. e. apart, not from the rest of his 
disciples, but from the midtitnde, 

4. Saying), Tell us, (Master, Luke xxi. 7.) when shall 
these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these 
things shall be fulfilled ? 

5. And Jesus answering'them, began to say, Take heed 
lest any man deceive you : 

6. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; 
and (by that pretence) shall deceive many. 

7. And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, 
be ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but 
the end (of the polity and temple of the Jews) shall not 
be yet. 

8. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom ; and there shall be earthquakes in divers 
places, and there shall be famines and troubles : (all) these 
(things) are (only) the beginnings of sorrows (to them). ;• 

9. But take heed to yourselves: for (then) they shall 
deliver you up to councils ; and in the [ x ] synagogues ye shall 
be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers' and kings 
for my sake, for a testimony against (Gr. to) them (that 
the kingdom of God is come). 

10. And the gospel must first be published among all na- 
tions (before the end of these things). 

11. But when they shall (thus) lead you, and deliver you 
up (to these rulers), [ 2 ] take no thought beforehand what 
ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate; but whatsoever 
shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye : for it is not 
ye that speak (from your own wisdom), but the Holy Ghost 
( who teacheth you what to speak). 

12. Now (at this time) the brother shall betray the (his) 
brother to death, and the father the son ; and the children 
shall rise up against their (believing) parents, and shall 
cause them to be put to death. 

13. And ye shall be hated of all (sorts of) men for my 
name's sake : but (yet possess your souls in patience, Luke 
xxi. 19. for) they that shall endure to the end, the same 
shall be saved (out of this calamity). 

14. But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, (ix. 27.) standing where 
it ought not, ( i. e. the Roman army compassing Jerusalem, 
Luke xxi. 20.) let him that readeth understand (that her 
desolation draweth near, ibid, and) then let them that be in 
Judea flee to the mountains (ofPercea): 

15. And (then) let him that is on the housetop not go 
. down into the house, neither enter therein to take any thing 

out of his house: 

16. And let him that is in the field (and hath laid aside 
his garment) not turn back again to put up his garment 
(k e. let not your regard for your clothes, or goods, cause 
7jou to delay your flight, but do it with your utmost expe- 
dition). 

17. But woe to them that are with child, and to them that 
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give suck in those days (of vengeance, Luke xxi. 22. and 
so are not in a condition to fly from it). 

18. And [ 3 ] pray ye that your flight be not in the winter 
(when the icays be scarce passable). 

19. For in those days shall bo affliction, (even) such as 
was not from the beginning of the creation which God 
created to this time, neither shall be (afterward, so that 
ye cannot hope to escape without hazard). 

20. And except that the Lord had shortened those days, 
no flesh should bo saved: but [ 4 ] for the elect's (i. e. the 
Christians 9 ) sake, whom he hath chosen (out of the world), 
lie hath shortened the (se) days (of vengeance). 

21. And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is 
Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not: 

22. For false Christs and false prophets shall arise, and 
shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if (it were) pos- 
sible (or if they can), th6 very elect. 

23. But (therefore) take ye heed : behold, I have foretold 
you all (these) things. 

24. But in those days, after that tribulation (of which I 
have spoken), the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, 

25. And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers 
that are in (or the hosts of) heaven shall be shaken ; (i. e. 
the dissolution of their government in church and state by 
the zealots, shall be a sign of their approaching ruin} Luke 
xxi. 25.) 

2G. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in 
the clouds with great power and glory (fina Swajutwc 
7roXAr>e ical §o£?ic, with a great and glorious host, viz. the 
Roman army). 

27. And then shall he send his angels (the messengers of 
the gospel), and (they) shall gather together his elect 
(among the gentiles) from the four winds, from the utmost 
parts of the .earth to the utmost part of heaven (i. e.from 
one end oftlie earth to the other). 

28. Now learn a parable of (from) the fig-tree; (For) 
when her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is near; 

2D. So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things 
come to pass, know that it (viz. the desolation I speak of) 
is nigh, even at the doors. 

30. Verily I say unto you, That this generation shall not 
pass (away) till all these things be done. 

31. Heaven and earth shall pass away : but ray words 
shall-not pass away (unperformed). 

32. [ 5 ] But of that day and that hour knowcth no man, 
no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son 
(who hath the Spirit without measure), but the Father 
(only). 

33. Take ye heed, watch and pray; for ye know not 
when the time is (to be). 

34. For the Son of man is {these words are not in the 
original, and so this verse may begin tints :] (And in this ex- 
hortation to watch, I am) as a man taking a far journey, 
who left his house (Gr. as a travelling maw leaving his 
house), and gavo (Gr. giving) authority to his servants, and 
to every man his work, and (who) commanded the porter 
(as I do you) to watch. 

35. Watch ye therefore : for ye know not when the master 
of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cock- 
crowing, or in the morning: 



3G. Lest coming suddenly, he find you sleeping (and 
therefore unprepared for his advent). 

37. And what I say to you I say to all (my disciples, 
i. e.) Watch. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. Xllf. 

[ x ] Ver. 9. KAf tig ewayuyag SapfourSt, And ye shall 
be beaten in the synagogues.'] It is certain, both from the 
Scriptures and the Jewish writers, that whipping and the 
rebels' beating were punishments used in the synagogues 
of the Jews. Thus Paul saith, he punished the Christians 
Kara iraaag Tag avvayoyyag, throughout all the synagogues, 
Acts xxvi. 11. and that he did beat in the synagogues those 
that believed, xxii. 19. And that it was usual to whip both 
their wise men and their disciples, when they had done 
perversely in their synagogues, is fully proved by Cam- 
pegius Vitringa de Synag. Vet. lib. iii. cap. 11. 

[*] Ver. 11. Mr) irpofitpt/xvaTE rt XaXf/<n}re, fir)§l /itXcrarc* 
ov yap iart ifitig of XaXovvrte, aXka to 7rvtvjua to aytov, But 
when they shall lead you (before) and deliver you up (to 
these rulers, ver. 9.) take no thought beforeliand what you 
shall speak, neither do ye premeditate ; but whatsoever shall 
be given you in that hour, that speak ye; for I will give 
you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall 
not be able to gainsay, Luke xxi. 14, 15.] From these two 
places collated together, it is evident, (1.) that this promise 
is peculiar to the apostles, to whom alone Christ here dis- 
courseth : and (2.) that it belongs to them alone, when 
they were brought before kings and rulers, to plead the 
cause of Christ, and leave before them a testimony of the 
truth of it; (Matt. x. 18.) and therefore there can be nothing 
more ridiculous than the quakcrs applying this to their ex- 
temporary effusions, their senseless prayers and harangues ; 
of which it cannot, without blasphemy, be said, It is not 
you that speak, but the Holy Ghost speakethin you; seeing, 
if so, all their foolish and ignorant harangues must be as 
sacred, and as worthy to be preserved, as the inspired 
Scriptures. (See Examen Millii.) 

Ver. 14. To py$\v virb Aavifjk ttpo^nrov. This reading is 
vindicated, Examen Millii, in locum. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 18. Upoatvx^Oe St *iva fifj yivnrai ij 0vyi/ ifxuv \«- 
/xtovog, Pray therefore, that your flight may not be in the 
winter.] Hence it seems plain, that even when tribulations 
come by the decree of God, the circumstances of them may 
be mitigated by our prayers. (See the note on Matt. xxiv. 
20. See Examen Millii.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 20. \AXXci Sta tovq ItcXttcTOvg ovg t£cX££aro, ko- 
Xoj3w<re Tag rifiipag, But for his elect's sake, whom he hath 
chosen (out of the world), he hath shortened those days.] 
That in the New Testament all Christians called to the 
knowledge and belief of the faith arc styled the elect, as 
being ylvog IkXiktov, a chosen generation, sec the note on 
1 Pet. ii. 9. These are the elect our Saviour speaks of, 
when he saith, Many are called, but few are chosen, Matf. 
xx. 1G. and shall he not hear his elect, which cry Jinto 
him day and night? Luke xviii. 7. And this was also the 
phraseology of the primitive Christians: thus Clemens* 
tells the Corinthians, that their sedition was aWorpia icat 
%lvi) rote iicXacrocc rov Gtou, alien from, and strange to the 

* Sect. 1. 
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elect of God; and exhorts them to come to God with holy 
souls, lifting up pure hands to him, and loving our- kind 
and merciful Father, oc wag kXoyjjc /it'p°c «roiTj<Kv iavroj, 
who hath made us apart of his election. Ignatius* writes 
to the church of Ephesus, k-XcXcyjua/Tj, elected; and the 
author of the Martyrdom of Polycarp saith, the common 
people admired the difference there was f jucra^v twv ama- 
to)v koItwv hck&amv, betivixt the heathens and the Christ- 
ia?is: and among the aphorisms of the apostle, this is 
one, lavtKktKTOv 6 yzir<i)v afiapTi'iayfificipTtv 6 ckXcktoc, If the 
neighbour of a Christian hath sinned, he hath sinned also. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 32. Uepi Sc rifc rwipag hdvrjc teal TTJ£*<bpa$ ovSctc 
oTScv, ovSc ol ayysXot, ovSt 6 vlbc, « firj 6 TraWjp* But of that 
day and hour knoweth no man, neither the angels which are 
in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father; Matt. xxiv. 36. but 
my Father only J] I dare not here~say with St. Ambrose, 
lib. y. de Fide, cap. 8. that these words were added by the 
Arians, seeing 1 find them owned by Irenaeus, lib.ii. cap. 
48. and by Origen, in Matt. horn. 30. F. 64. A. But for ex- 
plication of them, note, 

First, That these words Trep* Sc rr/c wpac \Ktivr\Q,ofthat 
day and hour, may refer, not to the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, but, as the fathers generally thought, to the immediate 
precedent words, heaven and earth shall pass away, but of 
that day and hour when they shall pass away, none knoweth 
but the Father. Note, 

Secondly, That 6 vlbg here i$ Christ, considered as a 
prophet sent into the world to reveal his Father's will; 
and therefore as delivering to the world not what the Aoyoc 
knew or taught, but what the Spirit of God revealed to 
him, according to his frequent declarations concerning 
himself, that he spake nothing of himself but the Father 
ivhich sent him gave him commandment what he should say, 
and ivhat he should speak, Johnxii.49. My doctrine is not 
mine, but his that sent me, vii. 16. The word which I speak, 
I speak not of myself but the Father which abideth in me, 
xiv. 10. The Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all 
tliat he doth, John v. 20. which by the Baptist seems to be 
expounded thus, He that is of God speaketh the words of 
God: for the Father givelh not him the Spirit by measure : 
for the Father loveth the Son, and hath put all things (re- 
lating to the revelation of his will) into his hands. (John 
iii. 34, 35.) Though therefore he revealed this doctrine as 
tlie Son of man, as the nature of the prophetic office abso- 
lutely required, yet he is placed here, as to his knowledge 
of the mind of God, deservedly above the angels, as being, 
by this Spirit residing in him without measure, more fully 
acquainted with the mind of God than they; and yet, saith 
he, the knowledge of this day and hour being no part of 
my prophetic office; even I, the Son of man, know it not; 
it being one of those times and seasons which the Father 
hath put in his own power. (Acts i. 7.) Excellent to this 
purpose are the words of Dr. Lightfoot on this place : " (1.) 
It is one thing to understand the Son of God barely and 
abstractly for the second person in the Holy Trinity; an- 
other to understand him for the Messias, or the. second 
person incarpate. To say that the second person in the 
Trinity knows not something, is blasphemous; to say so 
of the Messias is not so, who nevertheless was the same 
with the second person in the Trinity. For although the 
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second person abstractly considered, according to his mere 
Deity, was coequal with the Father, . co-omnipotent, co- 
omniscient, coeternal with him, &c. yet Messias, who was 
God-man, considered as Messias, was a servant, and a 
messenger of the Father, and received commands and au- 
thority from the Father: and those expressions, Tlie Son 
can do nothing of himself , &c. will not in the least t serve 
the Arians' turn, if you take them in this sense, which you 
must necessarily do ; Messias can do, nothing of himself, 
because he is a servant and a deputy. • (2.) We must dis- 
tinguish between the excellences and perfections of Christ, 
which flowed from the hypostatical union of the two na-. 
tures,- and those which flowed from the. donation and 
anointing of the Holy Spirit.* From the hypostatical union 
of the natures, flowed the infinite dignity of his person, his 
impeccability, his infinite self-sufficiency to perform the 
law, and satisfy the Divine justice. From the anointing of 
the Spirit, flowed his power of miracles, his foreknowledge 
of things to come, and all kind of knowledge of evangelic 
mysteries ; those rendered him a fit and perfect redeemer, 
these a fit and perfect minister of the gospel." 

Now, therefore, the foreknowledge of things to come, of 
which the discourse here is, is to be numbered among 
those things which flowed from the anointing of the Holy 
Ghost, and from his immediate revelation; not from the 
hypostatic union of the natures: so that those things which 
were revealed by Christ to his church, he had them from 
the revelation of the Spirit, not from that union. Nor is it 
any derogation or detraction from the dignity of his person, 
that he saith, He knew not that day and hour of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem: yea, it excellently agrees with his 
office and deputation, who, being the Father's servant, 
messenger, and minister, followed the orders of the Father, 
and obeyed him in all things. 

See another answer to this objection, Tract, de vera 
Christi Deitate, p. 124 ; 125. 

CHAP. XIV. 

1. AFTER two days was the feast of the Passover, and 
of unleavened bread : and (then) the chief priests and the 
scribes sought how they might take him by craft, and put 
him to death. 

2. But they said, (Let) not (this be done) on the. feast- 
day, lest there be an uproar of the people. 

3. And ( he) being in Bethany in the house of Simon 
(formerly) the leper, as he sat at meat, [*] there came a 
woman having an alabaster-box of ointment of spikenard, 
very precious; and she brake (or shook) the box (of oint- 
ment), and (then) poured it on his head. 

4. And there were some that had indignation wilhin 
themselves (at this which the woman had done), and said, 
Why was this waste of the ointment made? 

5. For it might have been sold for more than three hun- 
dred pence, (and the money might) have been given to the 
poor. And they murmured against her. 

G. And (but) Jesus said> Let her alone; why trouble 
ye her (without cause)? she hath (in doing this) wrought 
a good work on me. 

7. For ye have the poor (for whom ye pretend so much 
kindness) with you always, and whensoever you mil you 
may do them good; but me ye have not always (my de- 
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partitre from yon being at hand, which will ait off all far- 
ther opportunity of shewing kindness to my body). 

8. She hath done what she could (to testify her affection 
to me: for) she is come aforehand to anoint my body (in 
order) to the burying (ofit; nor shall her charity be lost; 
for) 

9. Verily I say to you, Wheresoever this gospel shall 
be preached (as I assure you it will be) throughout the 
whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken 
of for a memorial of her. 

10. And (then) Judas Iseariot, one of the twelve, went 
to the chief priests, to betray him to them. 

11. And when they heard it, they were glad, and pro- 
mised to give him money (for so doing, covenanting with 
him for thirty Shekels). And (upon thispromise) besought 
how he might conveniently betray him. 

12. And ( on) the first day of unleavened bread, when 
they killed the passover, his disciples said to him, Where 
wilt thou that we go and prepare (for thee), that thou 
mayest eat the passover? 

13. And he sendeth forth two of his disciples, and saith 
to them, Go ye into the city, and (when you are come into 
it) there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water : 
follow him. 

14. And wheresoever he shall go in (go ye in after him, 
and) say ye to the good man, (the master) of the house, 
The Master saith, Where is the guest-chamber, where I 
shall (may) eat the passover with my disciples? 

15. And he will shew yoti a large upper room furnished 
and prepared (Gr. a great upper room strewed, ready to 
receive guests): there (shall ye) make ready for us. 

16. And his disciples went forth, (from Bethany, ver. 3.) 
and came into the city, and found as he had said to them : 
and they made ready the passover. 

17. Antl in the evening he cometh with the twelve (to 
tat ofit), 

18. And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily I 
say to you, One of you who eateth with me (at the table) 
shall betray me. 

19. And they beg&n to be sorrowful, and to say to him 
one by one (severally), Is it I? and another, Is it I? 

20. And he answered and said to them, It is one of the 
twelve, ( he) that (now) dippeth with me in the dish ; 
(Matt.xxvi.23.) 

21. (Now) the Son of man indeed goeth (to suffer), 
as it is written of him : but ( yet) woe to that man by whom 
the Son of man is betrayed ! good were it for that man, if 
he had never been born (it being better not to be, than to 
be miserable for ever). 

22. And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed 
(it), and brake ( it), and gave (it) to them, and said, Take, 
eat ; this is my body (given for you). 

23. And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks 
(over it), he gave it to them ; and they all drank of it. 

24. And he said to them, This is (the 7nemorial of) my 
blood, (that blood) of the new testament (or covenant), 
which is shed for many. 

25. Verily I say to you, [*] I will drink no more of the 
fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God (i. c.till after my resurrection). 

26. And when they had sung a [ 3 ] hymn, they went to 
the mbiint.bf Olives. , 



2?. And Jesus saith to them, All ye shall be offended 
because of (or scandalized in) me this night: for (it will 
be as) it is written, (Zech. xiii. 7.) I will smite the shep- 
herd, and the sheep shall be scattered. 

28. But after that I am risen, I will go before you into 
Galilee. 

29. But Peter said to him, Although all shall be offended 
(at thy passion), yet will not I (be offended). 

30. And Jesus saith to him, Verily I say to thee, This 
day, even* in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou 
shalt deny me thrice. 

31. But ho Spako the more vehemently, If I should die 
with thee, I will not deny thee in anywise. Likewise also 
said they all. 

32. And they came to a place which was named Geth- 
semane: and he said to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I 
shall pray. 

* 33. And he taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, 
and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy; 

34. And ( he) saith to them, My soul is exceeding sor- 
rowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch. 

35. And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, 
and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour (of his present 
temptation) might pass from him. 

36. And he said, Abba, ( that is) Father, all things arc 
possible to thee; take away this cup from me: neverthe- 
less, pot what I will, but what thou wilt (be done). 

37. And he cometh, andfindeth them sleeping, and saith 
to Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? (after all thy confidence) 
couldest not thou watch one hour? 

38. Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 
(For ) the spirit truly is ( may be) ready (to make good reso- 
lutions), but the flesh is weak ( and so unable to perform 
them, without that Divine assistance, which is to be obtained 
by prayer, and improved by vigilance). 

39. And again he went away, and prayed, and spake 
the same words. 

40. And when he returned, he found them asleep again i 
for their eyes were heavy: neither wist they what to an- 
swer him. 

41. And he cometh the third time, and saith to them,. 
Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough (airix^h the 
time of watching is now past), the hour is come (in which 
I shall'be apprehended); behold, the Son of man is be- 
trayed into the hands of sinners. 

42. Rise up, let us go ; lo, he that betrayeth me is at 
hand. 

43. And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Jndas, 
one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude with 
swords and staves, from the chief priest, and the scribes, 
and the elders. 

44. And ho that betrayed him had given them a token, 
saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he ; [ 4 ] take 
him, and lead him away safely. 

45. And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway 
to him, and saith, Master, Master; and kissed him. 

46. And (then) they laid their hands on him, and took 
him. 

47. And [ 5 ] ono of them that stood by (namely Peter) 
drew a sword, and smote a servant of the high-priest, and 
cut off his ear. 

48. And Jesus answered (i. e. spake with relation to 
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their manner of coming thus to apprehend him), and said 
to them, Are ye come out as against a thief, with swords 
and with staves to take me ? - 

49. I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and 
(then) ye took me not : but (now ye arcpermitted to do it, 
because) the Scriptures (which foretold my sufferings) must 
be fulfilled. 

50. And (having said this) they (ivho were with him) 
all forsook him, and fled. 

51. And there followed him a certain [ 6 ] young man, 
having a linen cloth cast about his naked body; and the 
young men laid hold on him : 

52. And he left the linen cloth (in their hands), and fled 
from them naked. 

53. And they led Jesus away to the [*] high-priest : and 
with him were assembled all the chief priests, and :the 
elders, and the scribes. 

54. And Peter followed him afar off, even to the palace 
of the high-priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed 
himself at the fire. 

55. And the chief priests and all.the council [ 8 ] sought 
for witness against Jesus to put him to death; and (but) 
found none (that could testify any thing capital against him). 

5G. For many bare false witness against him, but their 
witness agreed not together (Gr. their testimony was not 
sufficient to render him guilty of death). 

57. And there arose certain (men), and hare false wit- 
ness against him, saying, 

58. We have heard him say, I will destroy this temple 
i made with hands, and within three days I will build another 

made without hands. 

59. But neither so did their witness agree together (i. e. 
their testimony did not amount to a capital crime). 

GO. And the high-priest stood up in the midst, and asked 
Jesus, saying, Answcrest thou nothing; what, is it (of no 
concern) that these (men) witness against thee ? . 

61. But he held his peace," and answered nothing. Again 
the high-priest asked him, and said to him, Art thou the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed (God)? 

G2. And Jesus said, [ 9 ] I am ; and (within a while, Matt, 
xxvi. 64.) ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right 
hand of Power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 

63. Then the high-priest rent his clothes, and saith, 
What need we any farther witnesses? 

64. Ye have heard the blasphemy (he now speaks) : what 
think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty of 
death (for it). 

65. And (then) some began to spit on him, and to cover 
his face, and to 'buffet him, and to say to him, Prophesy 
(who it is that smites thee): and the (very) servants did 
strike him with the. palms of their hands. 

66. And as Peter was beneath in the palace, their 
cometh one of the maids of the. high-priest : 

67. And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked 
upon him, and said, And thou also wast with Jesus of Na- ! 
zareth. 

68. But he denied (it), saying, I know not (the man), 
neither understand I what thou sayest. And he went out 
into the porch; and. the cock crew. 

69. And a maid saw him again, and began to say to them 
that stood by (what one of them said to him), This is one 
of them (that were. with Jesus). 



70. And he denied it again. And a little after; they that 
stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them : 
for thou art a Galilean, and thy speech agreeth thereunto 
(or, is like those of Galilee). 

. 71. But he (upon this) began to (imprecate a) curse 
(upon himself) and to swear, (saying with an oath), I know 
not this man of whom ye speak. 

72. And (then) the second time the cock crew. And 
Peter (upon that) called to mind the words that Jesus 
said to him, viz. Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt 
deny me thrice. And when he [ i0 ] thought thereon (rush- 
ing forth from the company), he wept (bitterly). 

. ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIV. 

[*] Ver. 3. ^HAOE yvvfj tx ov<ja aXaficurrpov fivpov, vapdov 
wtariKve iroXvrtXovg' Kal awTplxpava to akafiaarpov, Kari^v . 
mvtov Kara rrje Kt<j>a\rie, There came a tuoman having an ala- 
baster-box of ointment of spikenard, very precious; and she 
brake the box, and poured it upon his head.] Either .the 
martKi) answers to the Syriac pistica, and then it may be 
rendered nardus spicata, or ointment made of the , spikes of 
ward; or, if it be a Greek original, I think Thepphylact 
Well renders it, irt<micrj y dSoXog kcl\ fitra Triartwe KaravKtva- 
<r%u<ra, that is,*nardtinadulterated, and faithfully prepared; 
.the great price it carried, tempting many to adulterate it, 
as Hioscorides and Pliny tell us, according.to these words 
t of Vadianus,f Dignum autem cognitu quod, lib. xiii. Plinius 
tradii, viz. noyem herbarum species esse qum nardum imiten- 
tur, et adulterent. TJnde intelligimus in tanta fraudis ma- 
teria usum loquendi obtinuisse, at 'pistica 9 nardus diceretur, 
qua sinccra et absque vitio esset, inrb rfjc iricrrswg, a fide, et 
plane adoXoe, hoc est germana et nulla arte vitiata. More- 
over, it is the conjecture of Dr. Hammond, that (rwrpixpamt 
here signifies, not to break the alabaster, that being not 
easily done, but to shake it, to liquefy the ointment, and 
make it fitter to run out; the old glossary .rendering <rvv- 
rpifiw, conquatio. Now Mr. Clerc owns that the word 
doth not always signify to break ; but. when the discourse 
-is about a vessel that may be broken, he saith it must so 
signify; as if a vessel might not be shaken as well as 
broken ; or the vessel might not be put for. the ointment in 
it, it being that which was poured out on Christ's head ; 
or else the vessel might be only broken as we break a flask, 
by striking off the head of it, and then we may easily per- 
ceive how, after it was thus broken, the ointment might be 
poured on his head. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 25. QvkItl ov firj 7rto> Ik rov ytvvvfiarogrTJg dfjariXov, 
?wc Trie nfiipaq IkzIvxiq, orav avrb irlvto Kmvbv ivrr^ f5a<ri\tfq 
0£ou* Henceforth I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, 
till the day that I drink it new with you in thekingdom of 
God.]' Hence we may argue thus against the doctrine of 
transubstantiation: that which after consecration remains 
the fruit of the vine, is not substantially changed into the 
blood of Christ ; therefore that which Christ gave the apo- 
stles to drink, was not substantially changed into his blood : 
the consequence is evident, because Christ calls that which 
he gave them to drink, the fruit of the vine; for that Christ 
spake this after the consecration of the elements, St. Mat- 



* St Jerome on Matt. xxvi. vcrnm et sine dolo, " unsophisticated nardV 
t Epist. do Insnlis Maris Mediter. p. 476, 477. 
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thew and Mark unanimously testify; nor doth St. Luke 
contradict them, but only saith, our Lord spako this also 
after the giving of the paschal cup. Nor can St. Matthew 
or St. Mark be understood of any cup, but of that which 
they only mention ; now they make mention only of the 
cup given at the cucharist, and therefore can be only un- 
derstood of that. Hence doth the Romish catechism in- 
form us, that from these words, I will not drink of the fruit 
of the vine, the catholic church hath always taught that our 
Lord used wine in the institution of this sacrament; which 
yet she could not teach from these words, unless they were 
spoken of the sacramental cup, seeing the accidents of 
wine, without the subject, cannot be called the fruit of the 
vine. And seeing wine is styled atfxa <rra^vAf/e, the blood of 
the grape, Deut. xxxii. 14. and by the heathens al/ua |3o- 
Tpvwv, Achill. Tatius, lib. ii. why may it not by a like 
metaphor be styled Christ's blood? Moreover, the ancient 
fathers from these words confuted the heresy of the En- 
cratita3, or Aquarians, who consecrated only water at the 
celebration of the sacrament; declaring that by these 
words our Saviour shewed the thing, which had been 
blessed, was wine, and therefore was " carnis potus," the 
drink of the flesh, saith Irenceus. Now had not the sacra- 
mental cup after the consecration remained wine, this argu- 
ment could have no force, since then the orthodox could 
no more have drank it in the eucharist than the Aquarii. 
(See Iren. lib. v. cap. 38. Clem. Alex. Psedag. lib. ii. cap. 
2. p. 158. Chrysost. hom. in Matt. xxvi. p. 511. Theodoret. 
dial. 1; p. 17, 18. and many others cited by Albert. 1. de 
Euch. cap. 17. p: 112.) 

The following words, Till I drink it new with you in the 
kingdom of God, are by St. Luke thus varied, till the king- 
dom of God come, (xxii. 18.) or until it be fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God; and therefore only seem to signify till I 
rise again from the dead: for the kingdom of God here, and 
the kingdom* of the Father in St. Matthew, being certainly 
the same, viz. the kingdom and the power given to Christ, 
the exercise of his kingly office being given to him of the 
Father, when one of these is come, the other must be come 
also. Now (1.) Christ calling the Jews to repentance, be- 
cause the kingdom of God is near, (Mark i. 15.) upbraiding 
the scribes and pharisees because they suffered publicans 
and harlots to enter into the kingdom of God before them, 
(Matt. xxi. 31.) and threatening that the kingdom of God 
should be taken from them and given to other nations: 
Matt. xxi. 43. (2.) The Jews expecting then the king- 
dom of God, (Mark xv.43.) and thinking it should suddenly 
appear, (Luke xix. 11.) and inquiring of h\mwhen it should 
come, (Luke xvii. 20.) and speaking of eating bread tvith 
him in it, (Luke xiv. 15.) and wishing prosperity to it as 
then coming: Mark xi. 10. (3.) Christ having told them 
• that the kingdom of God was near, (Luke xi. 2. 20.) that it 
was to come to them, (Matt. xii. 28.) that it was among 
them, (Luke xvii. 21.) that some of them should not die till 
they saw the Son of man coming in his kingdom^ (Matt. ^xvi. 
28.) that is, till they saw the kingdom of God, (Luke ix.27.) 
till they saw the kingdom of God come tvith power; (Mark 
jx. 1.) and having spoken so many parables relating to this 
kingdom of God, or state of the gospel: (Mark iv. 30. 
Luke xiii. 18. 20.) and, lastly, the doctrine which he 
preached being the gospel of the kingdom of God, (Mark i. 
J4.) the word of the kingdom, (Matt. xiii. 19.) the mystery of 



the kingdom of God, (Mark iv. 11.) the preaching of it being 
the preaching of the kingdom of God: (Luke iv. 43. viii. 1. 
ix. 2. 11. GO. xvi. 1G.) Christ also after his resurrection 
speaking to his apostles of the things relating to the king- 
dom of God, (Acts i. 3.) and they preaching to others the 
things belonging to the kingdom of God, (Acts viii. 12. xix. 
8. xx. 25. xxviii. 23. 31.) exhorting their hearers to enter 
into the kingdom of God, (Acts xiv.-22.) and telling be- 
lievers they were translated into the kingdom of God: (Col. 
.1. 13.) on these accounts, I say, I cannot think this king- 
dom of God should signify heaven, or the happiness then 
and there to be enjoyed, but rather the gospel-state, and 
the kingdom of Christ erected at his resurrection, and more 
completely begun when he sat down at the right hand of 
Power, and was made heir of all things. To drink thistvine 
new, is, by the interpretation of St. Luke, to do it when it 
was fulfilled in the kingdom of God, v. g. when Christ our 
passover teas sacrificed for us, (1 Cor. v. 7.) and when that 
blood of the new covenant, which was represented by the 
wine, was actually shed, and a new feast was instituted in 
commemoration of it. And if you yet inquire, when did 
Christ thus drink this wine with them ? I answer, he did it, 
not so much by eating and drinking with his disciples after 
he arose from the dead, (Acts x. 41.) for that drinking could 
have no relation cither to the paschal or the sacramental 
cup; as by fulfilling the promise made to- them, Luke 
xxii. 29, 30. I dispose to you a kingdom as my Father 
hath done to me; and ye shall eat and drink with me at my 
table in my kingdom: for in what sense soever they are here 
said to drink tvith hint at his table, he also must be said to 
drink with them. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 2G. 'Y/uv/jtrai/rtc, And when they had sting a hymn 
they went forth.] The evangelist may well be supposed to 
intend such a hymn as was customarily sung at the Pass- 
over : for if Christ had begun a new and unusual hymn, his 
disciples could not have told how to sing with him : now 
the usual hymn sung on the night of the Passover, began at 
Psal. cxiii. and ended at Psal. cxviii. in which hymns, as 
the Jews observe, are mentioned, the sorrows of the Mes- 
siah, and the resurrection of the dead. (So Dr. Lightfoot.) 
Ver. 41. 'Awl^u, Sat est, It is enough.] Though this sense 
of the word be something rare, and Stephanus himself 
could only produce one instance of it, viz. these words of 
Anacreon, curex** j3XcVa> ain/v, sufftcit jam video earn ; yet 
all will not seem so strange, if we consider, that in effect it 
bears the ordinary sense of abstaining in both places ; for 
here it is the same with, you may abstain from watching any 
longer: and in Anacreon it signifies, the painter, now I 
$ce her, may abstain from making any picture of her. He 
that would see more instances of the use of the word in this 
sense, may consult the notes of Gataker on Antoninus, lib. 
iv. §. 49. p. 178. 

See the text vindicated, ver. 19. 70. See Examen Mil- 
lii, ibid. 

[ 4 J Ver. 44. Kparj/trart avrbv, Hold him fast, and lead him 
away securely.] It is probable that Judas thought they 
could not do this, but that as Jesus had at other times con- 
veyed himself from the multitude, when they attempted to 
cast him down a precipice, (Luke iv. 30.) or to stone him, 
(John viii. 59. x. 39.) so he would have done now. And 
when he found that he did not rescue himself, he repented, 
and went and hanged himself. (Matt, xxvii. 5.) . 
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[ 5 ] Ver.. 47. Etc Se rtg rwv TrapearnKoruyv airaad^vog. njv 
fxaxcupav, And one that stood by drew a sivord.] viz.- Simon 
Peter, John xviii. 10. Hence, saith Beza, the ancients 
may be confuted, who with so great consent say that Mark 
writ this Gospel from the mouth of Peter, for why should 
Peter deny his name, who speaks so fully of his. denial of 
his Lord? I answer, so doth St. Matthew and St. Luke 
speak as plainly of his denial, and yet both- conceal his 
name who drew the sword. (2.) The ancients only say that 
Mark wrote his Gospel at the "desire of others, Peter neither 
forbidding nor commanding it to be done; and that it being 
done, he did Kvpwaat n)v ypacprjv dg tvrcv&v rate IweXrjtrfa^ 
confirm thereading.it in the church. (Euseb. Hist. Eccles. 
lib. ii. cap. 15. lib. vi. cap .14.) 

[ 6 ] Ver. 51. Kal eig rtg vtavtaicog ^koXovOu avry, And there 
followed him a certain young man, &c] Epiphanius and St. 
Jerome think this young man was James the brother of our 
Lord; but he had forsook him, and fled, (ver. 50.) and we 
read nothing of his return. St. Chrysostom, Ambrose, and 
Gregory, say he was John; but John was with Christ in 
the garden clothed, (ver. 33.) and afterward fled from him, 
(ver. 50.) How then can it be like he should fly naked 
away ? Note also, that those words, he fled away naked, 
need not be so understood as if he had no garment, but 
only so, as that he had a linen garment left And so 
Dionysius Alexaudrinus saith of himself, vanv yvfxvbg lvr$ 
Xtv^T £<rc/jjuar(, I was naked, having only a linen garment. 
(Apud Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. vi. cap. 40. see the note on 
John xxi. 7.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 53. Ka< airf)yayov avrov irpbg tov ap\upia, And 
they brought him to the high-priest.] That is, to Caiaphas; 
(Matt. xxvi. 57.) for though it be evident from John xviii. 
13, 14. that he was first brought to Annas, yet, because there 
was nothing done to him there, and he seems only to be 
detained there till the council metatthe house of Caiaphas 
was ready for him, the other evangelists pass that over in 
silence. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 55, 56. 'EZvrovv Kara rov 'Irjcrov fxaprvplav; dg rb 
Savartoaat abrbv, kcu ov\ tvptatcov. IloXXot yap tiptvSofxaprv- 
povv tear avrov' Kal "taat at fiaprvptat ovk 7)aav, They sought 
for witness against him to put him to death; and found none. 
For many bare false witness against him, but their witness 
agreed not together.] If they had many false witnesses, it 
cannot be true that they found no witness against him. 
This latter clause therefore, and the like, ver. 59. should be 
rendered, their testimonies were not equal, viz. to the charge 
laid against him, that he was worthy to die; or they were 
not sufficient, tig rb Savarwaat avTov* to cause him to be put 
to death, either not testifying two of the same thing, or 
else not charging him with a crime that deserved death by 
the law. For a vain-glorious boast of destroying the tem- 
ple could not be capital, especially being attended with a 
promise of rebuilding it in three days. 

[ 9 ] Ver. G2. 'Eyti tljuf, I am he.] The answer, Matt. xxvi. 
02. av utrag, i. e. I am what thou hast said, is the same ; for 
these two phrases are of equal import in the Hebrew 
idiom: so that we need not here, St. Austin's subtilty, viz. 
non ego dico, sed tu ais. 

[ 10 ] Ver.72. Ka\ £7rt/3aXwv, ticXau, And when he thought 
thereon, he wept.] I think this reading may be maintained ; 
for though Casaubon gave no instance of this signification 
of the word, Constantine proves out of Philoponus, Diony- 



sius, and St. Basil, that it signifies Karavouv, mente agitare, 
to consider of, and ponder, or fix the mind upon a thing. So 
Eustathius says, l-n-tjiaWu. yovv ng vo/j/uan, t) tpyy, ^youv 
i]Kpifiu)iiivtog lyxup&y xai iirtrv^g vou* the word imfiaXka) 
respects either the action, and then it signifies exactly to take 
it in hand; or the mind, and then it signifies to consider of 
it as we are able; or, as Phavorinus interprets it, £7nj3oXwc 
voav, aptly and wisely to consider of it. So again, £7rrj3aX- 
Xu rtg (saith Phavorinus) httrSCtg, fj vowv, £7nj3aXXa ovvrtg 
vo/jjuan, &c. z7rtf5aXXta§at, Iw&vfiuv, £7n/3aXXd^£voe,*7n$VjUwv, 
i. e. the word signifies to think upon, or consider of, a thing ; 
and Theophylact here renders it Ivo^aag: and this is suffi- 
cient to justify our own translation, that Peter, remember-' 
ing what our Saviour had foretold concerning his denial, 
and considering how exactly, but shamefully (after all his 
confident engagements to the contrary), he had fulfilled the 
same, was filled with compunction, and wept bitterly. (2.) 
Whereas the other evangelists say, ^tXSwv gg&, he went 
forth, and wept there; _there is another exposition of the 
word £7n|3aXa>v, which makes it agree with them, and that 
is, "projieiens se foras," rushing out from the company, or 
casting himself out, he wept: and plain it is, that in the 
book of Maccabees it often signifies irruens, or se proji- 
ciens; as when Gorgias attempted cVtjSaXctv dg rrjv 7rapcju- 
/3oXnv,. ie projicere se," to rush in upon the camp of the Jews, 
(1 Maec. iv. 2.)and Judas, wktoc lmfta\ihv> rushing upon the 
Jamnites by night,. set fire on the haven: (2 Mace. xii. 9. 
see also xiii. 15. xv. 1.) but the most pertinent instance 
to this purpose is in Psal. cviii. 10. where ■ftya ybvx "pro- 
jieiam, vel emittam ealceamentum meum," I will cast forth 
myshoe,\s\n the Greek, £7n/3aX£ rd iwoSi^afiov. Here there- 
fore understand only iavrov, and the sense will run agree- 
ably to St. Matthew and St. Luke; and casting himself forth, 
he wept. 



CHAP. XV. 



And 



VOL. V. 



1. jctLND straightway in the morning the chief priests held 
a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole 
council, and (upon that consultation they) bound Jesus, 
and carried him away, f 1 ] and delivered him to Pilate; 

2. And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews ? 
And he answering said to him, Thou sayest it (i.e. it is as 
thou sayest). 

3. And the chief priests accused him of many things: but 
he answered nothing. 

4. And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou 
nothing ? behold, how many things they witness against 
thee. 

5. But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate mar- 
velled. 

6. Now [ c ] at (or after the manner of) the feast he re- 
leased to them one prisoner, whomsoever they desired. 

7. And there was one named Barabbas, who lay bound 
with them that had made insurrection with him, who had 
committed murder in the insurrection. . . 

8. And the multitude [ 3 ] crying aloud, began to desire 
him to do a£ he had ever done to them (at that feast).- 

. 9. But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that I re- 
lease to you the King of the Jews? 

10. (For he knew that the chief priests had delivered him 
for envy.) 

2P 
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11. But the chief priests moved the people, that (they 
would desire) [ 4 ] he should rather release Barabbas to 
them ( and they accordingly did so). 

12. And (then) Pilate answered and said again to them, 
What will ye then that I shall do to him whom ye call the 
King of the Jews? 

13. And they cried out again, Crucify him. 

14. Then Pilate said to them, Why (desire you this)? 
what evil hath he done (to deserve this punishment)? And 
(but) they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him. 

15. And so Pilate, (being) willing to contentthe people, 
released Barabbas to them, and delivered Jesus, when he 
had scourged him, to be crucified. 

16. And the soldiers led him (immediately) away into 
the hall called Prctorium; and they call together the whole 
band. 

17. And they clothed him with purple (the robe of 
kings), and platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his 
head, 

18. And began to salute him (saying, in raillery), Hail, 
King of the Jews! 

19. And they smote him on the head with a reed, and 
did spit upon him, and, bowing their knees, worshipped him. 

20. And when they had (thus) mocked hini, they took 
off the purple from him, and put his own clothes on him, 
and led him out to crucify him. 

21. And they compel one Simon, a Cyrenian, who passed 
by, coming out of the country, ( and who was) the father 
of Alexander and Itufus, (two celebrated Christians after- 
ward, Acts xix. 33. Rom. xvi. 13.) to bear his cross. 

22. And they bring him to the place Golgotha, which is, 
being interpreted, The place of a skull. 

23. And (there) they gave him to drink wine mingled 
with myrrh; but he received it not (being not willing, by 
any stupifying draughts, to allay his pains). 

24. And when they had crucified him, they parted his 
garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should 
take. 

25. [ 5 ] And it was the third hour, and (when) they cruci- 
fied him. 

26. And [ 6 ] the superscription of his accusation was writ- 
ten over (his head thus), The King of the Jews. * 

27. And with him they crucified two thieves; the one on 
his right hand, and the other on his left. 

28. [ 7 ] And (thus) the Scripture was fulfilled, which saith, 
And he was numbered with the transgressors. 

29. And they that passed by railed on him, wagging 
their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the tem- 
ple, and buildest it in three days, 

30. Save thyself, and come down from the cross. 

31. Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among 
themselves with the scribes, He saved others, (but) him- 
self he cannot save. 

32. Let Christ, (who styles himself) the King of Israel, 
descend now from the cross, that we may sec and believe. 
And they (one of them) that were crucified with him reviled 
him. • 

33. And when the sixth hour was come, there [ 8 ] was 
darkness over the whole land (ofJudea)tiU the ninth hour. 

34. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Eloi, Eloi; lama sabachthani ? which is, being in- 
terpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? . 



35. And some of them that stooo by, when they heard it, 
said, Behold, ho callcth Elias. 

3G. And one ran and filled a sponge full of yincgar, and 
put it on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, Let alone; 
let us see whether Elias will come to take him down. 

37. And Jesus cried (again) with a loud voice (saying, 
Father, into thy hands I commend my Spirit), and ( so) gave 
up the ghost 

38. And (then) the veil of the temple (which parted the 
holy place from the most holy) was rent in twain from the 
top to the bottom. (See paraphrase on Matt, xxvii. 51.) 

3D. And when the centurion, which stood over against 
him, saw that lie so cried out, and (Gr. that he so crying) 
gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of 
God. 

40. There were also women looking on afar off: among 
whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James 
the less and of Joses, and Salome ; 

41. Who also, when he was in Galilee, followed him (as 
he was teaclmig), and ministered to him ; and many other 
women which came up with him to Jerusalem. 

42. And now when the even was come (because it was 
( the even of) the preparation, that is, (of) the day before 
the sabbath), 

43. Joseph of Arimathea, an [ 9 ] honourable counsellor, 
who also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went 
in boldly to Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus (might 
be given him). 

44. And Pilate marvelled if he wctc ( that he was) 
already dead : and calling to him the centurion, he asked 
him whether he had been any while dead. 

45. And when he knew it of (i.e. the certainty from) 
the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph. 

. 46. And he brought fine linen, and took him down, and 
wrapped him in the linen, and laid him in a sepulchre 
which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone to the 
door of the sepulchre. 

47. And Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
Joses, beheld where he was laid. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XV. 

[}] Ver. 1. nAPE'AQKAN ?<£ ILXary, They delivered him 

to Pilate.] Here the observation of Thcophylact is this, 

Tlie Jews delivered up our Lord to the Romans, and they 

for that sin were themselves given up into the hands of 

the Romans. 

[ 2 ] Ver. G. Kara Sc lopr>/v airtXucv, A?id at the feast he de- 
livered up to them a prisoner whomsoever they desired.] I 
conceive that a^rAucv here is not put for tldOu airokiuv, 
(Matt, xxvii. 15.) he was wont to deliver up, as Mr. Le 
Clerc thinks, rather Kara Si eopn)v should be rendered, " ad 
morem festi, or secundum morem festi," after the manner 
of the feast ; as icara avOptonov Xfyw, I speak after the man- 
ner of a man, Rom. iii. 5. Gal. iii. 15. kot avOownov irtpt- 
Traruv, is to walk after the manner of men, 1 Cor. iii. 3. to 
fight with beasts at Ephesns, tea™ av0pw7rov, after the man- 
ner offnen, 1 Cor. xv. 32. so cara Gtov, " Dei in morem," 
after the example of God; and among the Attics, tca-a tu 
avTa, that is, Kara rbv avrbv tq6ttov, after the same manner. 
Now the feast of the Passover being celebrated in memory 
of their release from Egypt, it was agreeable to the nature 
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of that feast to make this release at that time, and there- 
fore customary. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 8. 'Avaj3o>i<Tac, Crying out.} The Vulgate and 
some MS. copies read here cvajjac, or ava/3/jaac* but the 
Alexandrian copy, Theophylact, and all the eastern ver- 
sions, reading a,s we do, and the thirteenth verse saying 
that naXtv txpaZav, they cried out again, this must pass only 
for a, mistake of the copier, or of the abbreviation used 
by him. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 11. But the chief priests moved the people, *va 
fxaXXov BapafifSav aVoXucry avTote, that he should rather re- 
lease Barabbas to them-] i. e. That he should release Ba- 
rabbas, and not Jesus; for their cry was this, Not this 
man y but Barabbas, John xviii. 40. And that the compa- 
rative juaAAov is often in sense negative, see the note on 
1 Tim. i. 4. so Matt. X. 5. Go not into the way of the gen- 
tiles, TrootvtoSz fxaXXov, but go to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, ver. 6. Mark ix. 43. It is good to go into life 
lame, fidXXov, and not having ttvo hands to go to hell; Eph. 
iv. 28. Let him that stole steal no more, fxaXXov dz tcomaTw, 
but contrariwise let him labour ; v. 4. Let not there be 
among you filthiness, or scurrilous speaking, fiaXXov $1, but 
giving thanks. (See John xii. 43. Rom. xiv. 13. Eph. v. 11.) 
Ver. 14. and Matt, xxvii. 13. Ti yap kcikov t7roo]<r£v.] 
Stcphanus, and other critics note, that hcte, and Acts xix. 
35. tic yap \<mv av0pw7roc» the particle yap seems redun- 
dant, which also our translation seems to own by not 
translating it in either of these places; yet doth it rather 
seem to be here, as elsewhere it is, a rational particle, and 
to have an elegant relation, byway of answer, to what 
went before. So when the high -priest had said of Jesus, 
Crucify him; Pilate's answer is, Wliy should I crucify 
him; for what evil hath he done? And in the latter place 
the town-clerk, to appease the cry of the rabble, Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians, (ver. 28.) answers, Wliat needs this 
c*~y; for who knoweth not that the city of Ephesusis a tvor- 
shigmr of the great goddess Diana ? ' 

V f*er. 25. T Hv $1 &pa Tptri), ica\ iaravpuMjav avrbv, And 
it VJas the third hour, and they crucified him.'] But St. 
<Jghn saith, it was &pa £>au ?ktij, about the sixth hour, xix. 
14. when even, he was condemned to crucifixion. But 
then it must be observed, that the Greek MSS. produced 
by Camcrarius, Beza, and R. Stephanus, read in St. John, 
w<tu Tpiri), about the third hour; that Nonnus seems to 
have read so, his paraphrase running after this manner, 
r\v S£ nraivofxiv^ rptrarri %avarr\$6poQ wpa, the thirdhour was 
not yet past; that Theophylact contends it ought to be so 
read, and that because the three other evangelists unani- 
mously say, that the darkness began at the sixth hour, 
which yet began not till after our Lord had hung upon the 
cross some considerable time ; till after the soldiers had 
divided his garments, the Jews had mocked him, and bid 
him come down from the cross, and the discourse had 
passed between the tw*o thieves among themselves, and 
betwixt the repenting thief and our Lord : and, lastly, the 
author of the Constantinopolitan Chronicle saith expressly, 
that ra aKpifiHj fiifiXia avTQ re to l§i6%£ipov rov zvayyzX(<rrov 
'lwawov, that the exacter copies, and the manuscript of St. 
John kept till his time at Ephesus, read wpa wau rpiri}, about 
the third hour. (See St. Jerome, in Psal. Ixxvii.) And the 
change from y the third to r the sixth, is so easy, that this 
may very reasonably bo owned in the latter copies of St. 



John's Gospel ; especially if we consider how punctual St. 
Mark is in the enumeration of the hours, saying, It was the 
third hour, and they crucified him, or began to lead him 
away to be crucified ; and, ver. 33. when the sixth hour was 
come, from that time there was darkness over the whole 
earth till the ninth hour; and, ver. 34. at the ninth hour 
Jesus expired. 

This I prefer before the exposition of some others, that 
St. John speaks of the hours according to the Roman, and 
St. Mark according to the computation of the Jews;* first, 
because this alters not the difficulty, there being the same 
distance of time betwixt the Romans' sixth, and the Jews' 
third hour, as between the Jews' third and their sixth, u e. 
three hours' difference. And, secondly, because the vulgar 
hours, by which the Romans reckoned, and the hours of the 
Jews were the same, viz. twelve, as our Lord shews in 
these words, Are there not twelve hours of the day? John 
xi. 9. and Dempster in these words, dies civilis dnodechh 
horarum; (Auctu. p. 175.) the civil day of the Romans con- 
tained twelve hours. And, thirdly, if St. Mark, writing his 
Gospel at Rome for the Romans there, retains the Jewish 
hours, we have more reason to conceive that St. Johh 
should do so. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 26. Kcu r/v -q tTrtypa<prj rfc alriag avrov liriytypan- 
li(vr\, And the superscription of his accusation was written.] 
This is spoken according to the manner of the Romans, by 
whom the title of the crimes, for which the criminals Were 
condemned, were cither carried before them, or affixed tt> 
the instrument of their punishment: thus Dio* speaks of a 
Roman servant crucified by his master, jjutu ypaufiaroiv rrjv 
ablav rrjg SavaTtbazwg SijAovvtcov, with a writing declaring the 
cause of his death. See of this matter other instances in 
Lipsius de Cruce, lib. ii. cap. 11. p. 52, 53. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 28. Kal lnXi}pwOi} 17 ypa<pi), And the Scripture was 
fulfilled, which saith, Isa. liii. 12. And he was numbered 
with the transgressors.] Seeing Abarbanel, and R. Moses 
Alshe,f testify that their rabbins did with one mouth con- 
fess that the words of this chapter were spoken of Messiah 
the king, and they bring in God inquiring of the Messiah 
thus, $ Wilt thou healandredeem my sons after six thousand 
years ? Wilt thou bear chastisement to expiate their iniquities 
according to what is written, Isa. liii. 4. Surely he bore 
our griefs? they cannot reasonably deny that these words 
were fulfilled by Christ's crucifixion between two thieves. 
' P] Ver. 33. 2*cJroc lyivtro 1^' oXtjv rrjv ynv, There was 
darkness over the whole earth.] Of this darkness Africanus§ 
Speaks thus, rovro to <jk6toq ticXziipiv riXlov GciAAoe lirtKaXu 
rpiry twv laropiwv, wg ifxol SoiecT aXoywc, this darkness Thelitis 
calls an eclipse of the sun in the third book of his history, but 
without reason, as I conceive. Origen || saith, Phlegon in 
thefourteenth book of his Chronicles writ of the defection of 
the sun under Tiberius C<esar, in whose reigh it is manifest 
that our Lord suffered. Tcrtullian^f saithj that this prodi- 
gious darkening of the sun was recorded in the Roman ar- 
chives; For (saith he) at the same moment about noontide 
the day ivas withdrawn, they, who knew not that this was 
foretold concerning Christ, thought it was an eclipse. And 
Eusebiusin his Chronicle, at thoeighteenthycar of Tiberius, 



• Lib, lir. p. 598. 

% Spe Cattw. Mell. Cr. Sec, p. 2975. 

H Contra Cclsum, lib. ii. p. 80. 
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saith, Christ suffered this year* In which time we find in 
other commentaries of the heathens these words, There was a 
defection of the sun, Bitlnjnia was shaken with an earth- 
quake, and many houses fell down in the city of Nice: and 
then he proceeds to the testimony of Phlcgon. 

PJ Vcr. 43. Eucrx'V""' fiovXivrfc, An honourable counsel- 
lor.] That is, saith Dr. Hammond, a decurio, one of those 
who were appointed for a standing council to a Roman 
colony. But against this Mr. Lc Clcrc objects that he was 
Joseph of Arimathea; now, saith he, that ivas never reputed 
a Roman colony, and therefore he conjectures he is here 
named a counsellor, as being one of the greater Sanhedrin, 
or of the council of the high-priest, who had a chamber in 
the temple, in which he consulted with the. priests, called the 
chamber of the coimsellors, saith Dr. Ltghtfoot here; they 
who were of the council of the high-priest being called, 
saith he, /3ovX£u-tu, counsellors. And this is the most 
likely, because Arimathea was a city of Judca ; this Joseph 
had a sepulchre in Jerusalem, and icaitedfor the consola- 
tion of Israel, which are indications rather of a 'Jew than 
of a lloman; and especially because it is peculiarly noted 
of him by St. Luke, that he consented not to the counsel 
or actions of them who destroyed our Lord, (xxiii. 51.) 
He therefore might have consented to them, being one of 
the Sanhedrin: hence he is introduced, John xix. 38, 39. 
with Nicodemus, who certainly was one of the great San- 
hedrin, John iii. 1. vii. 50. doing kind offices to Christ; 
the first, begging his body, that it might not be buried in 
the common burial-place of malefactors ; the other, bring- 
ing spices to embalm him, as being both disciples of the 
holy Jesus. (Matt, xxvii.57.) 

CHAP. XVI. 

1. AND when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, (tcho) [*] had 
bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint 
( i. e. embalm) him (set out). 

2. And [*] very early in the morning, the first day of the 
week, they came to the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. ' 

3. And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us 
away the stone from the door of the sepulchre ? 

4. And when they looked, they saw that the stone was 
rolled away ; for (that which made them solicitous about it, 
zvas, that) it was very great. 

5. And entering into the sepulchre, they saw ( one in the 
shape of) a young man sitting on the right side (of these- 
pulchre), clothed with a long white garment; and they 
were affrighted (at the sight of him). 

G. And he saith to them, Be not (ye) affrighted : (for) 
ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified : he is risen; 
he is not here; (come near, and) behold the place where 
they laid him. 

7. But go your way, tell his disciples, and (especially) 
[ 3 ] Peter, that he gocth before you into Galilee : there shall 
ye sec him, (according) as he said to you. 

8. And they went out quickly, and fled from the se- 
pulchre; for they trembled, and were amazed (at the 
sight): neither said they any thing to any man (whom they 
met by the ivay); for they were afraid. 

9. Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the 



w'cek, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom 
he had cast seven devils. 

10. And she went and told them that had been with him 
(his disciples), as they mourned and wept. 

11. And ( but) they, when they had heard that he was 
alive, and had been seen of her, believed not. 

12. After that he appeared in another form to two of 
them, as they walked (to Emmaus, Luke xxiv. 13.) and 
(so) went into the country. 

13. And they went and told it to the residue: [ 4 ] neither 
believed they them (sec the note). 

14. Afterward he appeared to the eleven as they sat at 
meat, and \f] upbraided them with their unbelief and hard* 
ncss of heart, because they believed not them who had seen 
him after he was risen. 

15. And he said to them, Go yc into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every [ 6 ] creature, (to all nations, 
Matt, xxviii. 19.) 

' 1C. He that bclicvcth and is baptized [ 7 ] shall be saved, 
(by his continuance in that faith, 1 Cor. xv. 2. Colos. i. 23.) 
but he that believcth not (the gospel preached, and by mi- 
racles confirmed to him), shall be damned. 

17. And these [ 8 ] signs, shall follow them that believe: 
(By virtue of that faith) in my name shall they cast out 
devils ; (and) they shall speak with new tongues (which 
they had not learned). 

18. They shall take up serpents (without being hart by 
them); and if they drink any deadly thing, (the poison of) 
it shall not hurt them ; they shall lay their hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover. 

19. So then after the Lord had spoken (thus) to them, 
he w r as received up into heaven, and sat at the right hand 
of God. 

20. And they went forth (after the Holy Ghost had come - 
upon them), and preached every where; the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word w r ith signs following. 
Amen (i. e. So it was). 



T* < 



ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVI. 

PJVer.l. 'HrO'PASAN a 9 6uara t Had bought spice* I 
This translation is justified from Luke xxiii. 56. where it 
is said; They prepared these spices (before), and rested on 
the sabbath-day; so that the aorist is here put for the 
perfect tense. (See examples of* like nature, note on 
1 Cor. v. }).) 

[ 2 ] Vcr. 2. Kcu Xiav 7rpon r>jc uiag twv craj3/3ar<uv tpxpvTai 
£7ri to nvrinz(ov 9 Very early in the morning.'] '0^1 twv aa/3/3a- 
twv, t$ lm<j><oaKOvari tig filav 2. In the end of the week, as it 
began to dawn towards the first day of the week, Matt, 
xxviii. 1. on the first day of the week, opOpov fiaOiog, very 
early in the morning, Luke xxiv. 1. aKorlag Itl ov<rr/c, when 
it was yet dark, John xx. 1. i.e. they began their journey 
to sec the sepulchre, whilst it was only twilight, or whilst 
there was a mixture of light and darkness, saith St. Mat- 
thew, o\pl twv oraj3j3arwv, after the end of the former week 
(sec the note there); they passed through the city, and came 
to the sepulchre, dvaTuXavroc tov i)\tov, as the sun began to 
arise. This may be illustrated from a passage of Agcllius,* 



• "Tempara duo cam inlcr se appasila sonl, alque ita cohacrentia, ul altfrius 
finis cam allerias initio miscealur.noa referl ill rum per exlreinitatem prions, an per 
initium letjueatis, locas ipse confini* demonslreiur," lib, vii. cap. Si. 
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that when two times immediately succeed one another, it 
matters not whether zee reckon from the end of the one, or 
the beginning of the other. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 7. K<u r£ Ukpuj, Say to his disciples, and to 
Peter .] Peter is here named, not as prince of the apostles, 
but, as the fathers say, for his consolation, to take off the 
scruple which might lie upon his spirit; whether, after his 
threefold denial of his*M aster, he had not forfeited his right 
to be one of Christ's disciples. So St. Gregory,* Jerome, 
St. Chrysostom, and others. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 13. "t5u§£ Ikzivoig Iniorzvaav, Nor believeji they 
them.'] And, ver. 11. they believed not ; Wlien he shelved 
them his hands and feet, they beli&ed not for joy, Luke 
xxiv. 41. Wlien they saw Mm, according to his promise, 
in Galilee, some doubted, Matt, xxviii. 17. Hence one of 
the ancients says well, " Nos deillorum dubitatione soli- 
dary" Their doubting is the confirmation of our faith; and 
the more difficulty they shewed in believing Christ's resur- 
rection, the greater reason have we to believe it; for the 
testimony of them, who believed not themselves till after 
unquestionable conviction, is the more credible on that ac- 
count. 

f 5 ] Ver. 14. *£2i/£i§i<r£ ri/v airiarlav avrthv, tcai <jK\tipOKap$lav, 
&c. He upbraided them for their unbelief and hardness 
of heart, that they believed not them that had seen him.'] 
That after so many assurances from his own mouth, that 
he would rise again the third day ; and after so many eye- 
witnesses, that he had performed his promise, they believed 
not: and, if this be attributed to them as culpable unbelief, 
and hardness of heart, surely they must much more be 
guilty of these sins, who, after the testimony of these apo- 
stles, and five hundred more eye-witnesses of his resurrec- 
tion ; after the ocular testimony of a whole world of Christ- 
ians, touching the mighty miracles performed in his name 
by the apostles, the chosen witnesses of his resurrection, 
and by many others, who believed it, and were baptized 
into this faith; after so many internal and external experi- 
ments all Christian churches had of the miraculous gifts of 
the Spirit, exercised before their eyes and their assemblies, 
and by themselves, for a whole age together, — do yet con- 
tinue to disbelieve that resurrection, and the faith con- 
firmed by it. 

I 6 ] Ver. 15. Preach the gospel, watry r$ Kriau, to every 
creature.] i. e. To all men ; not in opposition to, but in con- 
junction with, the Jews, to whom they were first to preach 
it ; for so their commission runs, viz. To preach «c Travra 
ra lOvt), to all Jiations, beginning at Jerusalem, Luke xxiv. 
47. (See this more fully, note on Rom. viii. 23.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 16. 'O tnorzvaac teal /3«7rT«r0uc> <t<i)0{igzt<iC 6 Se 
«7n<rn/<Tac, KaTaKp&yjveTat, He that believeth and is baptized 
sluxll be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned.] 
He shall be saved, i. e. he shall by virtue of that faith 
and baptism be put into a state of salvation; so that, if 
he continue in that faith, and do not wilfully recede from 
his baptismal covenant, he shall actually be saved: of 
which import of the phrase, salvation and being saved, sec 
note on Eph. ii. 8. Note also, that they who hence con- 
clude that infants arc not capable of baptism, because they 

* ** Si Angelas Petrum non nominasael, venire ioler discipulos non aoderel : vo- 
catur ergo ex nomine no desperet ex negatioDe." Horn. «'l. in Evang. 'Ettu'Jjj «ptf«tr» 
< nir^;, Theoph. in locam. Hieroa. ct Beda ia Gloss. Ord, 



cannot believe, must also hence conclude they cannot bo 
saved ; faith being here more expressly required to salva- 
tion than to baptism. Note, thirdly, That in the second* 
clause baptism is omitted, because it is not simply the 
want of baptism, but the contemptuous neglect of it, which 
makes men guilty of damnation; otherwise, infants might be 
damned for the mistakes or the profaneness of their parents. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 17, Srj/xeta Sc roXg Tn<rrev<?acri ravra TrapaKoXovOriijet, 
And these signs shall follow them thatbelieve, &c] Of the 
casting out devils, the healing diseases > the speaking with 
new tongues, see the general preface to the Epistles, 
§. 17 — 19.- Of the drinking of deadly poisons, I find but 
four instances recorded in history; that of Barsabas,* who, 
saith Papias, drank of it without hurt; that of the'Cecilian 
soldier, mentioned by Ado in his Martyrology ; that of Sa- 
binus, bishop of Canoso, mentioned by Gregory of Tours; 
and that of Joshua ben Levi, who^having drunk a deadly 
poison, was, saith the Jewish Talmud, cured by pro- 
nouncing the name of Jesus. Of taking up serpents without 
hurt, though venomous, we find in Scripture only the in-* 
stance of St. Paul, Acts xxviii. 5. and in church-history 
we find but few of any credit, though the words of Tertul- 
lianf seem to intimate, that the faith of Christians not 
only preserved themselves, but helped even heathens. And 
miracles of this nature being more liable to exceptions than 
those which were performed upon unbelievers; it being, 
easy to imagine they might have some antidotes against 
the venom of those beasts, or the pernicious operations of 
those draughts, it seemed good to Providence to be more 
sparing in affording them. — 

By way of appendix to this chapter, it may be noted, 
that St. Jerome hath long since told us, that this chapter 
tvas rarely to be found in this Gospel, and that scarce any of 
the Greek copies had it: but, notwithstanding these words 
of Jerome, it is evident, that this'chaptcr was owned in the 
times of IrenreuSjJ who cites the nineteenth verse of it, and 
says, that St. Mark, in the end of his Gospel tells us, that 
Christ ascended into heaven, &c. The Apostolical Consti- 
tutions§ cite these words, ver. 16. He that believeth and is 
baptized, shall be saved; but he that believeth not, shall be 
damned. They also fully cite the seventeenth and eigh- 
teenth verses.|| This chapter is also to be found in all the 
versions, and, as Beza testifies, in all the old MSS. Nor 
doth Theophylact, in his notes upon it, take notice of any. 
Greek copies where it had been wanting. 

And as for the seeming opposition betwixt what is re- 
corded in this chapter, and in the other evangelists, which 
St. Jerome^T tells us, tvas the occasion ivhy this chapter was 
by some rejected; I shall first enumerate them, and then 
endeavour to return a sufficient answer to them. 

Obj. 1. St. Matthew and St. Mark make mention only of 

i 

• Euseb. Eccl. Hist, lib. iii. cap. 39. p. 1 12. 

t " Nobis fitfea presidium, si noa et ipsa percotilur diffidenlia sigaandi atatira et 
adjuraodi el urgendi bestiuj caloein, hoc deuique tnudo etiam Ethnicis stepe aubveni- 
mas, donali a Deo ea poleslate quam apostolus dedicavit quuin rnoraum viper® 
aprevit." Scorp. cap. 1. 

% "In fioe autem Evangelii ait Marcus, et quidein Doininas JeSDS postquam lo- 
qautus est eis, receptus est in Coclos, et scdelad dexterara Dei/' lib. iii. cap. 11. 
p. 257. 

§ Lib. vi. cap. 15. || Lib. viii. cap, 1.- 

% "Hujus qua-*stionis duplex aolntio cst„ aot eniin non xecipimDS Marci testimo- 
nium, qaod in raris fertar evangeliis, omnibus Gntcico libris pone boo capituloin in 
fine non liabcnlibus, prscsertim cum diveraa atqae contraria evangelislia ceteris 
narrare videatar.*' Ep, ad Hedib, Qu« S. Greg, Nvssen, Orat. 2, in Resur. Eutbymios. 
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one angel appearing to and speaking with the women 
which came to the sepulchre; whereas St. Luke and St. 
John mention two angels. 

Arts. I cannot here approve tho solution of Vossius, 
.that one angel only is mentioned by St. Matthew and St. 
Mark, because one only spake to the women; seeing St. 
Luke saith in the plural, t77roi> tt^oc airac, the angels said 
onto the?n, xxiv. 15. St. John Xiyovm airy iictivot, they said 
to Mary Magdalene, xx. 13. besides, the placo of their ap- 
pearance and the words they speak differ from the place 
and words of the first angel. 

I answer, therefore, that one only is mentioned by St. 
Matthew and St. Mark, because the women standing with- 
out the inward sepulchre, or being only on the floor or 
pavement of it, saw but one angel, who said unto them, 
He is not here, he is risen; come, see the plate where the 
J^ordlay; and then go tell his disciples and Peter of it: 
(Matt, xxviii. G. Mark xvi. G.) but when, in obedience to 
the words of this angel, they proceed to look into the cave, 
or inward sepulchre, where the Lord lay, they see two 
other angels/ one sitting at Christ's head, another at his 
feet, where his body was laid, (John xx. 12. Luke -xxiv. 5.) 
and saying words the other did not, but giving them no in- 
timation that they should tell these things to Christ's dis- 
ciples ; and this seems to be a plain account of this matter, 
from the very words of the evangelists. 

Obj. 2. St. John and St. Matthew say, the women stood 
ivithout the sepulchre, when they saw the angel or angels; 
St. Mark and St. Luke, that they had this vision when they 
were come within the sepulchre. 

Ans. That the truth of the matter of this objection* may 
be justly questioned. For, first, as St. John saith of Mary 
Magdalene, she stood 7r/>oc to fivvfitlov, at the sepulchre, 
which may signify either within or without, ver. 11. so 
ver. 1. he saith, she came tic to fxv^tuov, into the sepulchre: 
and that she was upon the pavement, or in the outward se- 
pulchre, when she is said to stand at the sepulchre, is evi- 
dent from this, that only. by stooping down she looked 
down into the cave, or inward sepulchre, where the angels 
stood at the place where his body had been laid, (ver. 
11, 12.) St. Matthew saith nothing directly of the place 
where the women were when they saw the angel; but be- 
cause he saith, that the angel sat upon the stone which he 
had rolled from the sepulchre, hence they conclude that 
the angel sat without the sepulchre; but the stone being 
rolled to the mouth of the cave, or inward sepulchre, where 
Christ's body lay, (Matt, xxvii. GO.) the angel might sit 
upon it thus rolled away, and yet sit in a part of the out- 
ward sepulchre, or pavement, as St. Mark saith he did, 
ver. 5. when he bid the women come, and see where the 
•Lord lay. In a word, they were without the cave, or sepul- 
chre, according to St. Matthew ; but within the pavement, 
outward fence, sept or wall of the outward sepulchre, when 
they saw the single angel, as St. Mark saith ; being in- 
vited, Mary Magdalene stoops down into the cave, or 
inward sepulchre, of which St. Luke and St. John speak, 
and sees two angels present there, in a quiescent posture, 
represented in Scripture sometimes by sitting, sometimes 
by standing, 

Obj. 3. St. Mark saith, ver. 8. the women said nothing 
to any man; the other three evangelists, that they told 
these things to the apostles, or disciples. 



Ans. And so saith St. Mark expressly, that they went 
and told these things, role fxtr abrov, to those who belonged 
to Christ, and were usually with him, (ver. 10, 11.) And 
he saith only, (ver. 8.) that during their flight from the se- 
pulchre, and amazement, before Christ's appearance to 
Mary, (ver. 9.) they said nothing to any whom they met 
about tho sepulchre. 

Obj. 4. St. Matthew, Mark, and Luke say, that the wo- 
men came first to the sepulchre; saw the angel or angels; 
yea, and Christ too, say Matthew and Mark, before they 
caniO to the apostles; St. John saith, Christ was seen of 
Mary, after St. John and Peter had been at tho se- 
pulchre. 

Ans. I answer here again, the matter of fact seems not 
exactly related in this objection : for John saith expressly, 
as the other evangelists did, that Mary Magdalene came 
first to the sepulchre, and saw the stone rolled away, 
(ver. 1.) and that she ran and told Peter and John of it: 
(ver. 2.) he therefore doth not, or could not say, that Pe- 
ter and John came before Mary to the sepulchre. More- 
over, it is plain from all the other evangelists, and espc- ( 
cially from St. Luke, that Peter and John went to the se- 
pulchre after she had told these things to the apostles; for 
having said this, ver. 10. he adds, ver. 12. that Peter 
rising up, ran to the sepulchre: and ver. 22, 23. he intro- 
duces two disciples speaking thus to Christ, Some women 
of our own being early at the sepulchre, made us astonished; 
for they came, saying, Tliey had seen a visidn of angels, who 
told them that he was alive. Vain here seems the imagi- 
nation of some, who say, St. John speaks here of Peter 
and John first, because their testimony was to be preferred 
before the testimony of women ; for they neither saw Christ, 
nor had a vision, telling them that he was risen, as the wo- 
men had and did, but only saw his body was not there, which 
the Jews denied not. The words therefore of St. John, ver. 
11. Mapla $1 utrrimi, may be rendered thus, Mary had stood 
at the sepulchre, and,* stooping down, had seen; and then 
there is no word of any difference in the order of this nar- 
ration among the evangelists, though nothing is more slight 
than that: or else it may be said, that St. John thus post- 
pones the story of Mary Magdalene, because he having a 
particular thing to say of her, (ver. 15.) which all tho other 
evangelists had omitted, he would put her whole story 
together. 

Obj. 5. St. Matthew saith, the women held Christ 9 s feet, 
(ver. 9.) but St. John, that Christ said to Mary Magdalene, 
Touch me not, (ver. 17.) 

Ans. True it is that St. John saith, Christ spake thus to 
her; but he saith not that Christ said this before she had 
touched him; and therefore he saith nothing in opposition 
to St. Matthew. Besides, the meaning of those words, 
Toitch me not, is only this, Be not so solicitous to hold me, 
as if I was immediately to go hence, and thou shouldestsec 
me no more; thou mayest have time sufficient for that, for 
I do not yet ascend. (See the note on John xx. 17.) 

Obj. G. Here it is said, ver. 12, 13. that the two disci- 
ples returning from Emmaus told these things, (concerning 
our Lord's resurrection) to the residue, neither believed they 
them: but Luke xxiv. 34. it is said, that at their return 
they heard them, saying, The Lord is risen again, and hath 
appeared to Simon. 

Ans. They said this indeed, but none with a firm faith, 
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excluding doubling; for after this Jesus himself appearing 
to them, doubtful thoughts arose within them: (Luke xxiv. 
38.) and when our Lord hath shewn them his hands and his 
feet, they believed not yet for joy, and wondered, ver. 41. 
(See Dr. Lightfoot on Luke xxiv. 34.) _ 



APPENDIX 

TO CHAP. XIV. 

Concerning the day on which our Lord did eat the passover 
with his disciples. 



JT OR resolution of this question, let it be noted: 

First, That the paschal lamb was to be killed in the 
evening of the fourteenth day of the month Nisan; for so 
we read, Exod. xii. 6. And thewhole congregation shall kill 
it in the evening, or between the two evenings, saith the He- 
brew : so also Lev. xxiii. 5. In the fourteenth day of the first 
month at even (Hcbr. between the two evenings) shall be 
the Lord's Passover. Now hence we learn, that though the 
day of the Jews began and ended at the evening, yet was it 
the latter even, on the fourteenth day, in which the passover 
was to be killed ; because the Jews had not two evenings 
in the morning, but only in the close of the day, the latter 
evening beginning at the setting of the sun : and (2.) be- 
cause the fifteenth day, or first day of unleavened bread, 
began immediately after the eating of the paschal lamb ; 
and therefore, ver. 7. is called the day when they did sacri- 
fice the passover ; and the seven days of it were accounted 
from that day to the twenty-first day of the same month; 
(Exod. xii. 17, 18.) whcreaS had they been reckoned from 
the beginning of the fourteenth day, there would have been 
not seven only, but eight days of unleavened bread. Ac- 
cordingly Josephus* doth inform us, that they did kill 
the paschal lambs, enro lvvarr\g woac f*£xP l ^iKurr\g,from 
the ninth hour to the eleventh. Note,'. 

Secondly, That the paschal lamb was to be killed and 
offered at a set time, and the whole congregation was 'J 
never to transfer it to another season : for it is expressly 
said, Exod. xii. 14. This day (of the Passover) shall be to 
you for a memorial, and ye shall keep it (i. e. this same 
day) as afeast by an ordinance for ever; and, xiii. 10. Thou 
shalt keep this ordinance (of the Passover, and of the feast 
of unleavened bread) mjAoV in its set time front year to 
year: and, Lev. xxiii.5. On the fourteenth day at evenshall 
be the Lord's Passover: whence it is evident, there could 
be no translation of either of these feasts to another day, 
time, or season, without plain violation of tho law of 
Moses. 

Moreover, The reason of the translation assigned by 
those who hold the Jews did thus translate it when our Sa- 
viour suffered, is this, viz. That this \yas done, that the first 
day of unleavened bread, being as a sabbath, might foil 
upon a sabbath-day, lest two sabbaths should, succeed 
each other: whereas it is evident, that, upon this transla- 
tion, two sabbaths must succeed each other; for the se- 
venth day of unleavened bread, being a sabbath as much 



De Bcllo Jud. Hb.vii, cap. 45. 



as the first, Exod. xii. 16. must then fall upon the Fridayfol- 
lowing, and so two sabbaths must succeed each the other. 

Thirdly, That Christ did eat the last passover with his 
disciples at the day and time accustomed, and did not an- 
ticipate the day, seems evident from the concurrent tes- 
timony of three evangelists, and from the reason of the 
thing. For, 

First, St. Matthew saith, xxvi. 17. that the first day of 
unleavened bread Christ's disciples did prepare, and at 
the even of that day Christ with them did eat the pass- 
over; St. Mark, xiv. 12. that the first day of unleavened 
bread the Jews killed the passover; St. Luke, that then 
came, or was coming, the day of unleavened bread, in ivhich 
the passover ought to be killed, Luke xxii. 7. He there- 
fore did eat the passover, ore c0uov, when the Jews killed it ; 
and in the day, lv y ?§« SmaSm, in which it ought to be eaten; 
and ou the first day of unleavened bread, which was con* 
temporary with the Passover, according to those words of 
St. Mark, After two days was the Passover, and the feast of 
unleavened bread. (Mark xiv. 1.) Whereas both could not 
have been on the same day, had. not the feast of unlea- 
vened bread begun on the fourteenth of Nisan : and there- 
fore Maimonidcs and others, on Exod. xii. 15. Deut. xvi.*. 
4. say, that the fourteenth of Nisan is called the first day 
of unleavened br$ad ; it being said, Exod. xii. 15. at even, 
the first day, ye shall put leaven out of your houses, and 
yet they did this on the fourteenth after mid-day : and; 
Deut. xvi. 4. there shall no leavened bread be seen with 
thee seven days ; neither shall any of the flesh (of the pas- 
chal lamb), which thou sacrificedst the first day at even; 
remain till the morning. Whence it appears, that though 
the tiftcenth of Nisan was the first day of unleavened bread; 
as to the holy convocation, yet was the fourteenth the first 
day as to the separation of leaven from their houses : and 
therefore, in relation to this computation, Josephus saith,** 
( EopT>jv ayofizv l<p* rifxipag oktio tj?v rtov «£vjuwv \tyofiivriv, We 
celebrate the feast of unleavened bread eight days.' And 
again, that + 'Evoratrfjc rfjc rwv a£v/*wv iopTtjg Svaavrtg t>}v 
\iyofxivnv wavxa, that when the feast of unleavened bread was 
come, they, sacrificing the passover in the days of king Josias, 
offered other sacrifices, ty vpipag iirTa,for seven daysfol* 
lowing. He therefore who did eat it on the first dayofmn 
leavened bread, did eat it on the fourteenth day of Nisan, 
and on the day when the Jews did so. Vain therefore is 
the observation, that Christ is said not Svuv, to kill or sa- 
crifice, but only 7ro«7v and tpayztv, to celebrate and eat the 
passover, seeing he did it at the time, ore Wvov, when the 
Jews killed the passover, and sent his disciples to prepare, 
i. e. to kill, and dress it for him, as usually (saith Dr. Light- 
foot) servants did for their masters, that he might eat of it; 
And vainer still is the argument from the word 7rotw, with 
thee do I eat; not7rou/<xw, I will eat the passover, Matt, 
xxvi. 18. for seeing the disciples went to prepare it, that he 
might eat of it, Mark xiv. 12. 14. seeing they prepared it at 
the timo when the Jews did and ought to kill the passover, 
and seeing he comes in the evening of that day to eat it, 
according to the commandment, with the twelve, Mark 
xiv. 17. it is evident, these words are well rendered, I will 
keep the Passover at thy house when my disciples have 
prepared it. 



Aoliq. lib. Si. cap. 5. p. 65, D. t Ibid. lib. iii. cap. 14. p. ^4. ^. 
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Arg. 2. Secondly, Christ saith tohis disciples, Ye know 
ihat after two days is the Passover, Matt. xxvi. 2. and Mark 
xft.X the Passover and the feast of unleavened bread was 
after two days ; or, as St. Luke hath it, The feast of unlea- 
vened bread, called the Passover, xxii. 1. and thatChristdid 
not eat it till the first day of unleavened bread, hath been 
proved already, therefore he did not eat it till after .those 
two days, when the disciples and the Jews knew the pass- 
over was by them to be eaten. 

Arg. 3. Thirdly, The day following, L e. the day on which 
Christ suffered, was a feast-day, for Barabbas was released 
at the feast, Matt, xxvii. 15. Mark xv. 6. Luke xxiii. 17. 
Now the feast of unleavened bread, in which a holy con- 
vocation was held, was the day after the Passover, as wc 
read, Lev. xxiii. 4 — 6. In the fifteenth day of the first month 
is the Lord's Passover ; and on the fifteenth day of the same 
month is the feast of unleavened bread ; in the first day ye 
shall have a holy convocation. 

Fourthly, If Christ had celebrated the Passover by an 
anticipation on the thirteenth of Nisan, he had violated the 
law, which expressly requires the celebration of it on the 
fourteenth day, and upon that account might have been 
justly liable to the censure of the Jews; nor would his 
disciples have come to him, before the time appointed by 
the law, and by the rulers of the Jews, with that question, 
Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the pass- 
over? (Matt. xxvi. 17. Markxiv. 12.) nor would they,with- 
, out scruple, have eaten with him against the letter of the 
law, or the custom of their nation : and that they did not 
so is plain, because they put this question to him only on 
the first day of unleavened bread, .in which the passover 
ought to be eaten, saith St. Luke. 

.Fifthly, It is confessed on all hands, that our Lord suf- 
fered on Friday ; and. also, that, at the same time that he did 
cat the passover, he instituted the holy sacrament of the 
Lord's supper ; and yet, that he did this the same night that 
he was. betrayed, St. Paul informs us, 1 Cor. xi.23. Now 
all the evangelists inform us, that in the morning following 
he was led bound to Pilate, edthc sixth hour was crucified, 
at the ninth hour expired ; therefore he must be crucified 
the day after he instituted the sacrament, and, so the day 
after he celebrated the Passover : the day of his crucifixion 
being therefore Friday, he must have celebrated the Pass- 
over on Thursday, or on the fourteenth of Nisan, according 
to the law. 

Lastly, The paschal lamb could not be slain, but in the 
place* which God hath chosen to put his name there, (Deut. 
xvi. 6.) that is, the temple. Now this the priests would 
never have done for any contrary to the law, which ap- 
pointed the slaying of it on the fourteenth day betwixt the 
two evenings, (ibid.) Now this, if it were not done by the 
priests, as Josephus intimates, but, as Philo saith,* on a 
set day of every year, every one was then a priest for Mm- 
self; yet would not the apostles have cither done it or have 
asked to do it on any other day than that which by the law 
and by the practice of the nation w f as appointed for that 
work. And whereas, to take off the force of this argu- 
ment, somo learned persons have invented a distinction be- 
twixt na<Tx a Svtikov, i. c. a Passover in which a lamb was 



* narj^a ii ? 6-jovrt ran^ai; airly TxaeTJC, tjIc It f fit alrZv cCx arafAtfnrt;, hfm4» 
rr,9,rfi> r$f*w ^ejtjcjwivoi/ t5 \fau warrJ jut'** £/*fga? # De Dechn. p. 591. 



sacrificed according to the law, and fjiv^oviVTiKov, or acorn- 
melioration of it without a sacrifice, and say our Saviour 
only did the latter, this is a novel and absurd imagination : 
it is new; for though some of the Greek church from the 
fifth century have held that Christ anticipated the day, I 
find not one of them who says he did not cat the paschal 
lamb. It is also without precedent among the ancient 
Jews, who in the times of their captivity and dispersion 
never celebrated any such commemorative Passover, nor 
could do it without a sin like that of Jeroboam, by de- 
vising a celebration of it on their own heads against the 
tenor of the law; but, as Mr. Ainsworth notes, were then 
contented to keep the feast of unleavened bread, which 
being not confined to one place might be observed in their 
captivity and their dispersions. Moreover, admit that such 
an uncommanded memorial of the Passover had been kept 
by them, when, their temple being burnt, they could not offer 
sacrifice, and in their dispersions at such distance from it 
they could not repair to it; yet is there no one instance, 
nor anyscmhlan.ee of a reason, that this was ever done by 
any present at Jerusalem, where Christ was at that very 
time, in which, saith St. Luke, they ought to sacrifice the 
passover. 

Obj. 1. But on the contrary it is objected, (1.) that it is 
plainly said that our Lord ate that supper in which he said, 
One of you shall betray me, and in which- he gave the sop 
to Judas, 7rpor)"ic toprijcTou 7ra<Tx«,'John xiii. 1* bqfore the 
paschal feast; and yet that supper seems to be the same 
with that mentioned in the other evangelists. To this I 
answer, 

Ans. First, That it neither 'was the same, nor indeed 
could be the same, and for the very reason assigned in the 
objection, because it was held before the feast of the Pass- 
over; whereas it is already. proved, our Saviour kept the 
paschal feast on the first day of unleavened bread, when the 
Jews did and ought to kill the passover, and when the feast 
of unleavened bread, called the Passover, was come, Luke 
xxii. 1. 7. (2.) Because, when Christ said at this supper 
to Judas going out from it, What thou doest, do quickly, 
some of the disciples thought that our Lord had bid him 
prepare those things which they had need of against the feast; 
viz. the paschal feast : whereas Christ keeping the feast but 
one night, they could not have so couceived of his words, 
had they then celebrated the paschal supper; nor was Judas 
ever employed by Christ in making preparation for the 
paschal supper, but Peter and John, Luke xxii. 8. (3.) 
The devil entered into Judas after our Lord had given the 
sop to him at this supper, (John xiiL 2. 7.) and yet this is 
evident from St. Luke, xxii. 1.3. that Satan entered into 
Judas when the Passover was only near, but not yet come, 
(ver. 8.) .And (4.) had the supper mentioned here by St. 
John been the paschal supper, Judas must have made 
his agreement to betray Christ after that supper; whereas 
it is plain from all the other evangelists, that he did that 
before the paschal supper. (See Matt. xxvi. 14. Mark xiv. 
10. Luke xxii. 4.) 

Ans. 2. And (2.) there is a great difference betwixt the 
circumstance relating to him that should betray him here, 
and at the paschal supper; for here Christ privately tells 
John/who it was that should betray him, (John xiii. 25, 26.) 
but at the paschal supper he makes him known to them all. 
(Matt. xxvi. 25. Luke xxii. 21.) Here he makes him known 
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to St. John, by giving him a sop which he himself had 
dipped in the dish, (John xiii. 26.) but in the paschal sup- 
per he makes him known by this, that he had his hand with 
him in the dish. (Matt. xxvi. 24. Mark xiv. 20.) 

Obj. 2. Secondly, It is objected, that the Jews the day 
our Saviour suffered would not enter into the judgment- 
hall lest they should be defiled, and so unfit to eat the pass- 
over, John xviii. 28. whereas Christ ate of it the night be- 
fore he suffered. 

•Aris. To this I answer, that by the passover mentioned 
John xviii. 28. #e are to understand, not the paschal lamb, 
but the chagigah, or peace-offering, the sheep and oxen of- 
fered all the seven days of tho feast, and which are expressly 
called the passover, as the whole feast of unleavened bread 
was, Luke xxi. 1. So Deut. xvi. 2. Thou shalt sacrifice the 
passover to the Lord, of the flock and of the herd; where the 
note of the Jewish doctors is, the flocks signify the lambs 
and kids of the passover; the herd, the offerings for the 
chagigah. Now the lamb, say they, was eaten on the four- 
teenth day, but the chagigah on the fifteenth. So 2Chron. 
xxxvii. 7 — 9. where it is twice said, that the king and the 
princes gave to the people and the priests, oxen as well as 
sheep, lepesachim, dc to ^aak, for the passover. And the 
apocryphal Esdras saith, i. 8. Helkias, Zacharias, and Sue- 
lus, governors of the temple, gave to the priests uq ira<rx^ 
for the passover, two thousand and four hundred sheep, and 
three hundred calves. So here the rulers of the Jews would 
not go into the judgment-hall, that they might not be defiled, 
but be fit to eat the passover; i. e. those paschal-offerings 
of the herd, which were holy things, of which none might 
eat in their defilement. Mr. Whiston takes the passover 
here in the strict sense, but then he thinks that it was on the 
same night that the rulers would not go into the judgment- 
hall lest they should be defiled, and that they afterward 



did eat the paschal lamb betwixt two and four in the morn- 
ing; which they might do: for though the paschal lamb was 
to be killed betwixt the two evenings, (Exod. xii. 8.) and 
to be killed at night, so that none of it tvas to be left till 
the morning; yet I find not any precise time of night limited, 
beyond which they might not delay the eating of it; but 
yet it is certain that in this instance it could not be so, for 
Pilate, in compliance with their scrupulosity, goes out of 
the judgment-hall to them three times successively, John 
xviii. 29. 31. xix.4. then he brings out Christ to them, and 
saith, Behold your king; and then it was Friday at the sixth 
hour, or at noon; so that they who stayed without the hall 
that they might eat the passover, stayed there till Friday at 
noon, Pilate still going out to them, because they durst not 
go in to him. . 

Obj. 3. Thirdly, It is objected, that the day on which 
Christ was crucified is styled 7rapa<r»ceur/ rov 7ra<rxa, the pre- 
paration of the passover, therefore the passover could not 
be eaten; (John xix. 14.) for as the TrapaaKtvrj of the sab- 
bath is said to be 7rpo<raj3j3aTov, the day before the sabbath, 
(Mark xv. 42. Luke xxiii. 54.) so the parasceve of the 
Passover must be the day before the Passover. 

Ans.l. But(l.) according to this exposition of the words, 
the Jews must have eaten their passover on the sabbath- 
day, our Lord being crucified on the Friday; so that if that 
day was the day before the Passover, Saturday must be 
the paschal day, and so they must have eaten it at least two 
days after our Saviour did. - . 

Secondly, To answer therefore positively to this object 
tion; as 7ra/>acrK£vr/, absolutely put, or with relation to the : 
sabbath, is always Friday, so here TrapaaKtvrj rov iraaxa is r 
only the paschal Friday, or the Friday in the paschal fes- 
tival, as dominica paschee, or Pentecostes, is the day of 
those festivals. 
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PREFACE. 



§.1. xVLL that I have to offer touching this Gospel from 
church-history, hath been delivered in the preface to the 
Gospel of St. Mark; where it hath been observed, 

First, That this Gospel was received by the whole church 
of Christ as genuine,* and an authentic record, fit to be 



" Dico itarjae apadillas, neoiolasjatn apostolic**, *ed apud noivcrsas qnso illis 
da societate sacramenti confucdurantar, id erangeliam La car ab initio editioois inw 
•tare." TcrtuII. contr. Mara. lib. ir. cap. 5. 

'Anyxafu t$ ayw mtvfMt, xal iixwrrn rh *ym AefaftT. EpipbVHacr. 51. p. 428. 
VOL. V. 



owned as a rule of faith, and that the Spirit of God assisted 
and stirred up St. Luke to indite it. 

Secondly, That this Gospel was praised by St. Paul, and 
was approved by the apostle St. John: the first considera- 
tion is a ground sufficient to believe this Gospel to be a 
true and authentic record of all things contained in it; but 
I confess I am not so well satisfied of the truth and cer- 
tainty of this second proposition, as to lay the foundation 
of the Divine authority of this evangelist upon it: I there- 
fore shall endeavour to establish the authority of St. Mark 
and of this evangelist upon a better, and, in my apprehen- 
sion; a more sure foundation. 

§. 2. First, therefore, it is certain, that our Lord had not 
only twelve apostles, but seventy or seventy-two of his 
disciples to attend upon him: for, after he had sent forth 
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the twelve to preach the kingdom of God, (Luke ix. 1, 2.) 
he sends out seventy others to go in pairs before him, and 
to preach in every city to which he was about to come, 
saying, Tho kingdom of God is come near to you. (Luke 
x. 1. 9.) 

Secondly, note, That they were both sent forth to preach 
tho kingdom of God, and therefore sent on the same er- 
rand; both sent to preach immediately from the same 
Lord, to preach in his name, with tho same power to heal 
diseases, and to cast out devils : (Luke ix. 1. 17. x.l. 10.) 
that' as he said to the apostles, I send you forth as sheep 
among wolves; Matt. x. 16. so also sailh he to the seventy, 
Luke X. 3. as he said to the apostles, He that receiveth 
you, receiveth me, Matt. x. 40. so saith he to the seventy, 
He that heareth you, heareth me, Luke x. 16. As therefore 
I'have proved, that these things were said to the apostles, 
not so much with relation to their first mission whilst 
Christ was with them upon earth, as with relation to their 
second mission, which was to begin after our Lord's ascen- 
sion, and the falling of the Holy Ghost upon them; (see 
note on Matt. x. 8.) so may we rationally conceive, that 
the like words spoken to the seventy relate to the farther 
commission to be given to them ; and therefore, when they 
were returned to Christ after their first mission, as he speaks 
to them thus, I beheld Satan falling as lightning from hea- 
ven before you, as he was to do after our Saviour's death, 
John xii. 31. so doth he add, Luke x. 18, 19. Behold, I 
give you power to tread upon scorpions and serpents, and 
over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any 
means hurt you: which words seem plainly to give a new 
commission to the seventy, relating not, as their former, 
to their preaching before him to the cities of Israel only, 
but to their preaching among other nations; as we may 
gather, by comparing these words with the commission 
given by Christ to his apostles, sent into the world to preach 
the gospel to all nations. (Markxvi. 15 — 18.) As then the 
apostles were to execute this second mission by the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven, and upon that account are 
bid to stay at Jerusalem till they received this power from 
on high, by the descent of the Holy Ghost upon them, 
Luke xxiv. 49, 50. Acts i. 4. 8. so may \Vc reasonably be- 
lieve, the seventy were to be endued with the same power 
for the execution of their mission. Note, 

Thirdly, That both St. Mark and St. Luke were of .the 
number of the seventy disciples, as we learn from the tes- 
timonies of Origcn* and Epiphanius : for when Origenf had 
said, that the disciples of Christ, John and Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, yzypatpyKamv to. tvayyiXia, ivrit the Gospels, he 
proves this; because Christ first sent his apostles, and after 
them the seventy-two, ihayyAiZwSai, to evangelize; and 
that therefore Mark and Luke preached the gospel with 
Paul the apostle, St. Luke being mentioned as an attendant 
on St. Paul, (see note on Acts xvi. 10.) and St. Mark as 
one of the circumcision, who was awtpyhq avrov tig rrjv 
jiaaikttav rov^Qtov, his fellow-worker mito the kingdom of 
God. (Cploss. iv. 10, 11.) Epiphanius+ having told us, 
that Mark v.q irvyx^viv Ik twv «j3So/i/;Kovra Suo, was one of 
the seventy-two, adds, that the work of writing was com- 



* M*fx«? ouf x*l Awx2« ix tIt q& 5rrt?» nauXai t*T iTMraXa* tlayyt \t{orro. Dial. Je 
recti 6dc p. 8. 

t Ibid. p. 7. ♦ Hacr. 51. $. 6. p. 428. 



mittcd to Luke, ovti <di avrt$ k rwv l/3SojU)'/Kovra Suo,* he 
also being one of the seventy-two. But against tins it is 
objected, 

Obj. 1. That St Luke confesses, that he was not from 
tho beginning an eye-witness and minister of the word, 
(Luke i. 1, 2.) and therefore is thought to have his Gospel 
from the information of St. Paul, and other of the apo- 
stles; so Jerome and others, ancient and modern, have con- 
jectured from these words. 

Ans. The words of the evangelist aro so far from giving 
any ground to this assertion, that they plead fairly for St. 
Luke's personal knowledge of all the things w r ritten in his 
Gospel, even from first to last: for, saith he, 

Ver. 1; Forasmuch as others have undertaken to set forth 
in order a narrative of those things which are most surely 
believed among us (Christians), 

• Ver. 2. Even as they who, from the beginning, were eye- 
witnesses and ministers of the word, have delivered them to 
us (Christians); 

Ver. 3. It seemed good to me, who have had a perfect 
knowledge of all things (performed among us in Judca), 
from the very first (rise of them, in the vision made to 
Zacharias concerning the birth of his son, John the Bap- 
tist), to write to thee in order (of them). Now here 1 say, 
First, That these words do not affirm, that any of those 
men who set forth these narratives, did it from the instruc-. 
tion they received from these eye-witnesses, or ministers of 
the word, but only that they pretended to do it agreeably to 
what these eye-witnesses said ; much less do they give us 
the least hint that St. Luke received his instructions from 
them. 

Secondly, They, saith he, declare their narrative agree- 
ably to what is delivered by those who were eye-witnesses 
from the beginning, and the ministers of the word. It 
therefore seemcth good to me, who have had a certain 
knowledge of the same things, avwfov, from the first rise 
of them (as these eye-witnesses had), to write to thee in 
order of them ; and then he begins his narrative from a 
higher rise, than either St. Matthew or St. Mark hath done; 
not giving the least hint that he received his knowledge of 
these things from any other. It is true, that lrenseusf saith, 
that Luke Iv /3(j3A(V kotIQito, writ in a book the gospel 
which St. Paul preached ; but he saith not, he did this in 
his Gospel, and not in the Acts of the Apostles : his Gospel 
also contains in substance the same great things which St. 
Paul preached for the conversion of the Jews and gentiles; 
as also doth the Gospel of St. Matthew: but hence it doth 
not follow, that the one rather than the other is to be 
ascribed to St. Paul. Yea, it is certain, that St. Luke 
could not receive his Gospel from St. Paul, as an eye-wit- 
ness of it; because we know St. Paul was no eye-witness 
of it, but a convert to Christianity, after all that Luke had 
written was accomplished. 

Obj. 2. We are told, that Luke was converted by St. 
Paul at Thebes. 

Ans. But this we have only from Niccphorus; and it is 
the less credible, not only because it comes to us so late, 
but because it appears not from any credible author that 
St. Paul was ever there. It is more probable, from the si- 
lence of St. Luke and St. Paul, who never calleth him his 
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son, that he was a Christian, or a believer, long before; 
and having, as Theophylact observes, */3pa'»c?)v watSdav, his 
instruction in the lavish religion at Jerusalem, he might 
be so from the beginning of Christ's preaching. Note, 

Fourthly, That the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost 
came down upon all that were then assembled with the 
apostles ; for being atravTis, altogether with one accord, 
ver. 1. they were all/illed with the Holy Ghost, ver. 4. 
even all the one hundred and twenty/mentioned Acts i. 15. 
as it is proved in the note on Acts ii. 1. And again, the 
apostles being dismissed by the'high-priest and his council, 
they go to their own company, that is, to the one hundred 
and twenty, Acts iv. 24. (see the note there): and when 
they had prayed for ability to preach the word with bold- 
ness, and that God would confirm it by signs and wonders 
done in the name of Jesus, they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and spake the word with boldness, ver. 29 
—31. Note, 

Fifthly, That it is highly reasonable to conceive, the 
seventy were part of the one hundred and twenty that were 
then present, and assembled with the apostles : not only 
from the tradition of the church,* that Matthias, and Jo- 
seph called Barsabas, were chosen out of the seventy, but 
also from the nature of the thing itself. For St. Peter saith, 
an apostle must be chosen out of those that had been with 
them all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among them, to succeed in the place of Judas, and be a 
witness of our Lord's resurrection. (Acts i. 21, 22.) Now, 
whence should they choose such men but from the seventy? 
And St. Paul speaks of men coming up with Jesus after 
his resurrection from Galilee, who were his witnesses to 
the people, Acts xiii. 31. and sure the seventy must be 
of this number. Moreover, What was become of the 
seventy, if they came not up with their raised Saviour to 
Jerusalem? Can we think that men so full of hopes that 
he would now restore the kingdom to Israel, (Acts i. 6.) 
would stay behind in Galilee? and if they came up to Je- 
rusalem, would they not consort as formerly with the 
apostles ? Can we think that one hundred and twenty other 
persons should adhere thus closely to them, and yet the 
seventy should absent themselves, especially at the feast 
of Pentecost, when they had so much reason to expect the 
promise of the Father? 

Moreover, it is certain from St. Luke, that Christ had 
made them labourers in his harvest, (Luke x. 2.) and so far 
ministers of his gospel, as to declare, that he who heard 
them, heard him; and he that despised them, despised 
him, (ver. 16.) and also given them commission to work mi- 
racles, and cast out devils in his name, (ver. 9. 17.) And I 
have shewed that after their return to Christ they received 
a new commission like to that given to the apostles, when 
they were sent to preach to all nations, and which, as far 
as we can learn from the evangelists, they never executed 
till after our Lord's resurrection, when we are sure that all 
who by Eusebius, Hist. Eccles. lib. i. cap. 12. and by Epi- 
phaniusf in the heresy of the Herodians, are mentioned as 
belonging to the seventy, did it. Now, if the seventy dis- 
ciples had a commission from our Lord to preach to other 
nations; if, after he was seated at the right hand of his Fa- 
ther, he sent not only the twelve, but, as Epiphanius there 
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expressly saith, the seventy-two, to be Kfipvicag ilg oXtjv djv 
!olKov/i(vr}v y preachers throughout all the world, and, among 
them, as he there saith, St. Mark and Luke; they also must 
,be enabled by the Holy Ghost to speak with tongues and 
prophesy, that so they might be able to preach to those na- 
tions whose languages they understood not: and hence Eu- 
sebius* reckons among those who were enabled, as St. Paul 
was, to write fivpia koL airoppnTa, a thousand mysteries, the 
twelve apostles, and the seventy disciples: and therefore 
Origenf says well, that Christ having such disciples, it is 
more reasonable to think, he should commit the writing of 
his gospel to them, rather than to those who were not his 
disciples. 

If then St. Mark and St. Luke were of the number of those 
men who had a commission from Christ to preach the gos- 
pel after his ascension, not only to the Jews, but to other 
nations also ; if the Holy Ghost which fell on the apostles, 
fell on them in like manner also for that end ; if the univer- 
sal church of Christ hath held, that they as well as the 
apostles did indite their Gospels by the assistance of the 
Holy Ghost, and upon that account received them as a 
rule of faith, as much as the Gospels written by St. Mat- 
thew and St. John, who were undoubtedly apostles of our 
Lord, and were by his Spirit assisted to indite their Gospels; 
then have we equal reason to receive the Gospels of St. 
Mark and St. Luke as the oracles of God, and so as a most 
certain rule of faith, as we have to receive the Gospels of 
St. Matthew and St. John under that character. 

As to the time of writing this Gospel, I find it most un- 
certain ; Ircneeus J is'positive, that it was written after the 
death of the apostle Paul ; for, speaking of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, he saith, that after their decease, St. Mark and St. 
Luke writ their Gospels: whereas Theophylact § saith ex- 
pressly, fitra w£VT£Kai$zKa irr\ rTjg rov .Xpiarov avaXij^wg <rvv- 
zypaTparo, it was written within fifteen years after our Lord's 
ascension, that is, about ten years before the -death of the 
apostle Paul : and so also saith the Synopsis, attributed 
to Athanasius. And, could we depend on the opinion of 
Origen, |] and others of the ancients, that those words of 
St. Paul, tuhose praise is in the gospel throughout all the 
churches, did belong to the Gospel of St. Luke, we might 
conclude from the writing the Second Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, that St. Luke's Gospel, writ before it, must be ^vrit- - 
ten at or before the time assigned by Athanasius and Theo- 
phylact: but Theodoret^ being positive, that St. Paul in 
these words meant not St. Luke, but Barnabas, who tra- 
velled with St. Paul, and preached the gospel throughout 
all the churches, Acts xiii. 2. xvi. 36. and who was chosen 
by the churches about Antioch to travel with St. Paul, to 
bring their charity to the brethren in Judea, Acts xi. 30. we 
must be content to leave the time when St. Luke writ this 
Gospel still uncertain : only, because it is certain from the 

* Ot AotwoJ TotJ (TftJTJjpoff h^xZy tyotrxval, J^Jsxa fxtv awforohoi, $Btof*.tooyra U fxaQnrai. 
Hist. Eccl. lib. iii. cap. 24. 

L. de recla fide. p. 7. , 

% MCTi Si t£v roCrm %%ofov t Magxoff ri vvro Tlirpw HnpuffffofAivct iyy$&tyts mt^aWiwxt* 
xa\ Affi/xSf o axoXoi/0o? TlavXw to vtr* ixitvov xnfvwSfAtvov tvayyzUof iy£(£Xi« xav&tvt. 
Lib. iii. cap. 1. Eoseb. H.Eccl. v. cap. 8. Pseud. Ambrosias in pronem. 

§ Pncf, in Luc. ed. Cotelcr. p. 300. 

J) Tivifjwiv rev Aot/xav, Ttvif Ji 'rov B<t£V*|W Cbrjs. "pro Luca fsciunt," Inlerp, 
Ep. Ignsl. ad Eplict*. §. 15. Sophron. ct llieron. verbo Lucas. 
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[chap. I. 



beginning of the Acts* that it was writ before that treatise; 
and highly probable from the conclusion of the Acts of the 
Apostles, that these Acts were written and finished in the 
ninth of Nero; we may hence probably conclude this Gos- 
pel must be indited before that time; and consequently, 
that Irenseus must mistake, in saying it was written after 
the death of the apostle Paul. 



CHAP. L 

1. Jb ORASMUCH t 1 ] as many have taken in hand to set 
forth in order a declaration of those things which are most 
surely believed, (or have assuredly been performed) among 
us (by the Lord Jesus), 

2. Even as they delivered them to us, who from the be- 
ginning were eye-witnesses, and ( who are now) ministers 
of the word ; (or have the ministration and dispensation 
of the ivord committed to them, see Acts xiii. 5. 1 Cor. 
iv. 1.) 

3. [*] It seemed good to me also, having had perfect un- 
derstanding of all things from the very first, to write to thee 
in order (of them), most excellent Theophilus, 

4. That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, 
wherein thou hast been [ 3 ] instructed. 

, 5. THERE was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, 
a f 4 ] certain priest named Zacharias, [ 5 ] of the course of 
Abia (L e. the eighth of the twenty-four courses of the priests, 
tvhich ministered in the temple by their weeks): and his wife 
was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Eli- 
sabeth. 

6. And they were both righteous before God, (as) walk- 
ing in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless. 

7. And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was 
barren, and they [ 6 ] were both now well stricken in years 
(Gr. were aged in their days). 

8. And it came to pass, that while he executed the 
priest's office before God in the order of his course, 

9. According to the custom of the priest's office, [ 7 ] his 
lot was (i, e. he was chosen by lot) to burn incense, when he 
went into the temple of the Lord. 

10. And the whole multitude of the people were praying 
without at the time [ 8 ] of (his burning) incense. 

11. And (whilst he was doing this) there [ 9 ] appeared to 
him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the 
altar of incense. 

12. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and 
fear fell upon him. 

13. But the angel said to him, Fear not, Zacharias : for 
thy [ 10 ] prayer (for the people) is heard (God meaning now 
suddenly to send the Messiah); and thy wife Elisabeth shall 
bear thee a son ( tuho shall be his forerunner), and thou 
shalt call his name John. 

14. And thou shalt have joy and gladness (for the fruit 
of her womb); and ( not only thou, but others also, for) many 
shall rejoice at his birth. 

15. For he shall. be [ n ] great in the sight of the Lord 
(as being highly favoured by him), and shall drink neither 
wine nor strong drink; and he "shall be filled with the Holy 
Ghost, even from his mother's womb (i. e. very early). 



1G. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to 
the Lord their God. 

17. And he shall go before him in f 12 ] the spirit and 
power of Elias, (who turned the people from Baal to God> 
1 Kings xviii. 37.) to turn the hearts of the fathers to (or 
with) the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
(him who is emphatically styled) the Just ( One, Acts iii. 14. 
and so) to make ready a people prepared for ( the reception 
of) the Lord. 

18. And Zacharias said to the angel, Whereby shall I 
know (the truth of) this (of which I have cause to doubt)? 
for I am an old man, and my wife ( also is) well stricken 
in years. 

19. And the angel answering said to him, I am Gabriel, 
that stand in the presence of God; and am sent (by him) to 
speak ( this) to thee, and to shew.thee these glad tidings. 

20. And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to 
speak, until the day that these things shall be performed; 
because thou believest not my words, which shall be ful- 
filled in their season. 

21. And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled 
that he tarried so long in the (inner) temple. 

22. And when he came out, he coijld not speak to them: 
and they perceived that he had seen & vision in the temple: 
for he (only) beckoned to them, and remained [ 13 J speech-; 
less. 

23. And it came to pass, that, ajs soon as the days of his 
ministration were accomplished^ he departed to his own 
house. 

24. And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, 
and (through devotion, or to avoid discourses) [ 14 ] hid her- 
self five months, saying, 

25. Thus (graciously) hath the LoTd dealt with me in 
the days wherein he looked on toe, to take away (that bar- 
renness, which was) my reproach among men. . 

2G. And in the sixth month (the same) angel Gabriel 
was sent frorji God to a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 

27. To a t 15 ] virgin espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was 
Mary. 

28. And the angel (of the Lord) came in to her, and 
said, Hail thou that art [ l6 ] highly favoured (of God), the 
Lord is with thee : blessed art thou among women. 

29. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his say- 
ing, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this 
should be (or what might be the import of it). 

30. And the angel said to her, Fear not, Mary: (for) 
thou hast found favour with God. 

31. And, behold, thou (being a virgin) shalt ( yet) con- 
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name Jesus. 

32. And he shall be great, and shall be called the Son 
of the Highest, and the Lord God shall give to him the 
throne of his father David (or that spiritual kingdom pro- 
mised to the Messiah the son of David): 

33. And he shall [ 17 ] reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever (whilst he hath any seed in being); and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end (as there hath and shall be of the 
four great monarchies). 

34. Then saith Mary to the angel, [ 18 ] How shall this be, 
seeing I know not a man ? 

35. And the angel answered and said to her, The Holy 
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Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing that 
shall be born of thco shall be called the Son of God. 

36. And, behold, thy[ 19 ] cousin Elisabeth, she hath also 
conceived a son in her old age : and this is the sixth month 
(from her conception) with her that was Called barten: (nor 
is this to be doubted of,) 

37. For with God nothing shall be impossible. (Gen. 
xviii. 14.) 

38. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 
be it to me according to thy word. And (then) the angel 
departed from her. 

39. And Mary arose in those days, and went into the [ eo ] 
hill country with haste, to a city of Juda (named Hebron, 
to visit her cousithof whom the angel spake); 

40. And (she) entered into the house of Zacharias, and 
saluted Elisabeth. 

41. And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth beafd the 
salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Eli- 
sabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost (i. e. the spirit of 
prophecy) r- ' 

42. A-nd she spake out with a loud voice, and said> 
Blessed art thou among women, and [**} blessed is the 
fruit of thy womb. 

43. And whence is this (honour done) to me, that (she 
who is) the mother of [ e& ] my Lord should come to me? 

44. JFor, Io, ( this so affected me that) as soon as the voice 
of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe [ w ] leaped 
in ray womb for (the) joy (that transported me). 

45. And blessed is she that beliovcd (the words of the 
angel): [ 24 ] for there shall bo a performance of those things 
which were told her from the Lord. 

4(J. And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

47. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

48. For- he hath (highly) regarded the [**] low estate of 
his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all gene- 
rations shall call me blessed. 

49. For he that is mighty hath done [*] to me great 
things; and holy (and reverend) is his name. (Psal. cxi. 9.) 

50. And (as) his mercy is (to me, so will it be) on them 
that fear him, from generation to generation. 

51. (To shew tlvat he is mighty) he (in all ages) hath 
shewed strength with his [*?] arm; he hath scattered the 
proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

52. He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and 
hath exalted them of low degree. 

53. ( And through his mercy to them that fear him), he 
hath filled the hungry with good things; and (but) the rich 
he hath sent empty away. 

54. He hath [»] holpen his servant Israel, in remem- 
brance of his mercy ; 

55. As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his 
seed, (promising them one who should be a blessing to them) 
for ever. 

56. And Mary abode with her (cousin) about three 
months, and (then) returned to her own house. 

57. Now Elisabeth's full time came, that she should be 
delivered;. and she brought forth a son. 

58. And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the 
Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced 
with her. 

59. And it came to pass, that on the [^] eighth day they 



came to circumcise the <jhild; and they called him Zacha- 
rias, after the name of his father. * 

60. And his mother answered and said (to them so 
naming him, It shall) not (be) so ; but he shall be [ 30 ] called 
John. . . 

61. And they said to her, There is none of thy kindred 
that is called by this name. 

62. And they made signs to his father, (to know) how hfc 
would have him called. 

63. And he (by signs) asked for a writing-table, and 
wrote, saying, His name is John. And they marvelled all. 

64. And his mouth was opened immediately, arid his 
tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God. 

65. And fear canle on all that dwelt round about them: 
and all these sayings were noised abroad throughout all th6 
hill country of Judea. 

66. And all they that heard them laid them Up in theit 
hearts, saying, What manner of child shall this be? [ gl ] 
And the hand of the Lord ft. e. his favour) was with him 
(in a special manner to assist and prosper him). 

67. And his father Zacharias was filled withthe Holy 
Ghost, arid [ 32 ] prophesied, saying, 

08. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ;• for [ 33 ] he hatfi 
visited and redeemed his people, ■ 

69. And he hath raised up f 34 ] a horn of salvation (a 
mighty, royal Saviour) for us in the house of his servant 
David ; 

70. As he spake by tho mouth of his holy prophets, 
which have been (successively) [ 35 ] since.the world began : 
(promising by them) 

71. That we should be saved from our enemies; and frorii 
the hands of all that hate us : 

72. (And this he hath done) to perform the mercy pro- 
mised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; 
(ver. 54, 55.) - * < 

73. (And) the [&] oath which he sware to our father 
Abraham, ( That in his seed should all the families of the 
earth be blessed, Gen. xxii. 18. and) 

• 74. That he would grant (Gr. to grant) to us, that we^ ' 
being delivered out of the hands of our enemies (sin, death* 
and Satan), might [ 37 j serve him without fear (of them), 

75. In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days 
of our life. , 

76. And thou, (my) child, shalt be called [ 38 ] the Prophet 
of the Highest (God): for thou shalt go before the face of 
the Lord (Christ) to prepare; his way; 

77. To give knowledge of salvation (L c. of the Messiah, 
styled by the prophets the salvation of God: sec note on 
ii. 30.) to his people, for the remission of their sins, 

78. Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby tho 
[^] day-spring from on high (or rising sun, as Christ is 
styled, Zech. iii. 8.) hath visited us, 

79. To give light ( not to us only, but also) to them that 
sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our 
feet into the way of peace. 

80. And the child grew, and waxed strong in ( the) Spirit 
(or had the Spirit of God daily shewing himself more conspU 
cuously in him), and was in the desert till the day of his 
shewing (himself) to Israel (by the execution of his office 
among them). 
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['] Vcr. 1. FORASMUCH as tto\Xo\ htty&fmwm, many 
have taken in hand to set forth a narration, mpl rwv 7T€7tXtj- 
po<popi)filv(x>v iv fifiiv wpayfiaTwv, concerning the things which 
have most surely been believed and done among us, Vcr. 2. 
Even as they delivered them unto tis, which from the begin- 
ning were eye-witnesses (of what Christ did), and ministers 
of the word (of the gospel).] Here note, 

First, That Trpayfiara Trt7r\ypo<popiiiilva, refers not only to 
things believed, but also to things performed by Christ and 
his apostles. This first treatise being designed to mention 
the tilings which Jesus himself said or did, (Acts i. 1.) as 
they were delivered by the apostles who had been with 
Christ from the beginning, (John xv. 27. Acts i. 21.) which 
the seventy disciples were not; his. second to declare the 
acts of the apostles, who being sent to preach the gospel to 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem, were in that imxipkai tov 
\6yov, ministers of the word. Let a man so account of us 
apostles, saith St. Paul, vTrvphag Xptarov, as the ministers of 
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. (1 Cor. iv. 1.) 
He also was himself ordained to be xmnpirrig, a minister, 
and witness of what he had seen, and of what Christ should 
reveal to him; (Acts xxvi. 16.) t. c. a witness of what he 
had seen, and a minister of Christ's revelations made to 
him. So when Barnabas and Paul were preaching the 
word of God in the synagogues of the Jews, they had with 
them John vwrjplTiiv, a minister of this word. (Acts xiii. 5.) 
And when St, Luke saith, they were Trzw\i]po<popviJL(va Iv 
vfuv, he doth not only mean that they were done, but that 
they were performed with such circumstances as gave them 
w\ripoj>opiav rfe nlcrrewgy a full assurance of faith, (Heb. x. 
22.) as to the truth of the doctrines taught, and the works 
£one by Christ and his apostles, as the word signifies con- 
tinually injthc Epistles; as when it is said that Abraham 
was w\iipo<popT\Qtt$, fully assured that what God had pro- 
mised he was able to perform, Horn. iv. 21. and xiv. 5. Let 
every one be fully assured, Tr\t}po<l>opd<T$a>, in his own mind; 
when St. Paul wishes to his Colossians the riches rfc ir\r}- 
po<j>opiag rrig avvlazwg, of the full assurance of knowledge; 
(Col. ii. 2.) when he saith his Thcssalonians received the 
word iv 7r\npo<l>opl(} 7roXX£, in much assurance, (1 Thess. i. 5.) 
and desires the believing Jews to be careful to attain tig 
irXnpo<jiopiav, to a full assurance of hope to the end. (Hcb. 
vi. 11.) 

Secondly, Hence .note, that there is no necessity that the 
many who had taken in hand to make a narrative of what 
was believed or done by Christians, should have done this 
at all by writing, rather than by word of mouth, and much 
less they should all be writers of gospels, rather than of the 
acts of the apostles; it is certain also that St. Luke is so 
far from blaming them for these performances, that he 
places himself in the rank of them, and saith, they made 
their narrative of these matters, even as the apostles had 
delivered them. 

Thirdly, Hence I conclude, that though St. Luke was 
no apostle, he might be one of the seventy mentioned 
Luke x. ; for neither were they with Christ <nf apyj>)g,from 
the beginning, nor chosen to be the witnesses ofivhat he did, 
nor, in the primary sense, vTrtjplrat, tov \6yov, the ministers 
of the gospel. And yet, besides these words which prove 
nothing to the contrary, I see not why St. Luke, who w r as 



before a proselyte to the Jewish religion, and who had, 
saith Thcophylact, !/3paocrjv ira&iav, his instruction in the 
Jewish religion at Jerusalem, should not see and converse 
with Christ, and be one of the seventy, as Origen and 
Epiphanius say he was. (Sec the preface to this Gospel, 
§. 2. n. 3.) 

[*] Vcr. 3. It seemed good to me also, having had perfect 
understanding of all things avwQtv, from the very first, to 
write unto thee mOt^fa, in order, most excellent TJieophilus.'] 
Here note, 

First, That it is not certain that avwStv here signifies 
from above, i. c. ovpavo&v, from heaven, as it is done, 
John iii. 3. 7. 31. xix. 11. James i. 17. iii. 15. 17. seeing 
it as often signifies from the top, rise, or beginning of a 
thing; as when the veil of the temple is said to be rent and < 
avw&v, from the top to the bottom, Matt, xxvii. 51. Mark ^ 
xv. 38. Christ's coat to be woven k tuv avwbzv, from the 
lop, John xix. 24. St. Paul to be known of the Jews «vw- 
§zv, from. the beginning, Acts xxvi. 5. and the evangelist 
here beginning his narrative higher than St. Matthew or 
Mark had done, even from the promise made to Zacharias 
of the Baptist, or forerunner of the Lord, I think it more 
reasonable to adhere to our translation, and not to lay the 
authority of St. Luke's Gospel upon uncertainties. 

Secondly, It being certain that St Luke in his Gospel 
doth not give us Christ's miracles, sermons, and journeys, 
in that order of time in which they were done and spoken, 
it remains, that when he promised to write KaO^g, in order, 
we understand this of Christ's conception,, birth, circumci- 
sion, baptism, preaching, death, resurrection, and ascension, 
of which he truly writes in order ; or that he would write to 
him first of what these eye-witnesses had delivered, to him 
of Christ, and then of what these ministers had done in pro- 
pagation of the gospel, as in the Acts he doth. Note, 

Thirdly, That the Theophilus to whom he writes, seems 
not to be a feigned name, importing only any Christian, 
who was a lover of God, as Salvian conceived ; for we have 
no such instance in the sacred history of feigned names 
thus used. 2. The word Koanoroc is used in the New 
Testament as a title of excellency, and never otherwise. 
(See Acts xxiii. 26. xxiv. 3. xxvi. 25.) And, 3. had he 
intended this only as a dedication of his work to the true 
lovers of God, why writes he still in the singular number, 
and never in the plural ? : 

[ 3 ] Vcr. 4. w Iva Imyvwg wepl wv Kar^'i^C Xoywv ri)v a<j<j>a- 
Xuav, TJiat thou mayest know the certainty of those things 
in which thou hast been instructed.] Ka-riwetg is an in- 
struction, not only by questions and answers, but also 
by a continual discourse. (Acts xviii. 25. Rom. ii.18. 
1 Cor. xiv. 10.) But that which is hence chiefly to be 
observed against the Romanists, is (1.) against oral tra- 
dition,* that St. Luke thought not what was delivered by 
word of mouth only, even by the eyewitnesses and wtt- 
nisters of the ivord, sufficient to give Theophilus a know- 
ledge of the certainty of these things without writing the 
Gospel ; and this the wisdom of God shewed in causing 
them to be written, saith Irenceus,* to be the pillar, and 
foundation of the Christian faith. (2.) That St. Luke held 
it not unlawful, or unfit for a layman, or any Christian, to 
read the Scriptures, nor such a one insufficient by thus 

* Lib. iii. cap. 1. 
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reading to "understand the things in which he had'been in- 
structed ; and seeing it is certain that he, and other Christ- 
ians were instructed in all things necessary to be believed 
and done by them to salvation, it follows that these writ- 
ings must contain fully, and with sufficient clearness, all 
that was necessary to be believed or done by him in order 
to his salvation, they being written for this very end, that 
Theophilus might know' the certainty of all those things in 
which he had been instructed; and then surely the writings 
• of the whole New Testament must be much more sufficient 
for that end. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 5. 'tepzve ri$, A priest named Zacharias.] That he 
was not, as some have imagined, a high-priest, appears, 
(1.) because St. Luke calls him simply hpevg, a priest, not 
apXitpzvc, a high-priest, as he who bore that office was still 
called, iii. 2. ix. 22. xxii. 2. 4. 52. 54. 66. xxiii. 4. 10. 13. 
23. Acts iv. 6. v. 17. 21. 24. vii. 1. ix. 1.14. (2.) Zacharias 
was chosen by lot to burn incense ; the high-priest did it 
by right of succession, and burnt it in the holy of holies, 
into which Zacharias entered not. (3.) Josephus* saith, 
that Simon son of Boethus was high-priest that year : and, 
lastly, Zacharias was priest of the course of Abia, whereas 
the high-priest was of no course at all. Of the twenty-four 
courses appointed by David for the service of the temple, 
when it should be built, this of Abia was the eighth. 
(1 Chron. xxiv. 10.) These several courses began on the 
sabbath-day, and continued to serve till the next sabbath, 
2 Kings xi. 7. 2 Chron. xxiii. 8.airb aa|3j3aTOv lirl aafifiarov, 
from sabbath to sabbath, Joseph. Antiq. lib. vii. cap. 11. 
p. 248. 

[ 5 ] Of the course of Abia.} Most chronologcrs that I 
have read agree in this, that no certain computation can 
be made from these courses touching the conception or 
birth of the Baptist. Mr. Whiston's attempt in this matter 
seems unsuccessful on several accounts. For, 

First, Whereas hef begins that computation with the 
rabbinical tale, that after the return of the priests from the 
captivity, they were divided again into twenty-four courses, 
he ought to have observed from the same tale, that the 
course of JedajahJ was then put before that of Jojarib; 
because he was of the high-priest's family, and so should 
have begun those courses not from Jojarib, but from 
Jedajah. 

Secondly, Whereas he saith, that it is highly probable 
that when Judas Maccabeus restored the daily sacrifice, 
'and afresh appointed the courses of the priest, he would 
begin those courses with' the first family: it remains to be 
proved, that he did then appoint any of these courses at 
all to serve, and that all the priests did not then serve to- 
gether, as at the other three great festivals. Secondly, 
There is no reason why he should alter the courses ap- 
pointed by Solomon in the month Tisri, and that he did 
not do it is supposed by Dr. Lightfoot,§ who therefore in 
his account of these courses makes the first ;of them to be- 
gin in that month. In a word, if there were made any alter- 1 
ation at all, St. Luke cannot refer to the course of Abia as 
it is placed, 1 Chron. xxiv. and then, seeing the family of 
Abia was not then extant among the courses (there being 
no mention of their return out of captivity), who can tell 



* Antiq. lib. xr. cap. 12, p. 557, 
t Lighlf. Temple Serr. cap, 6. 
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where to place it '? * If he does refer to it, that course must 
continue in the same order in which it was before, and so 
was not changed by Judas Maccabeus. 

Thirdly, As for this historical evidence from a Jewish 
rabbinical chronicle, it can be of no validity to -them who 
know they were the worst of chronologers, as the learned 
have observed, and as is evident from the chronology of 
David Ganz, and Vorstius's notes upon it, and his famous 
chronicle, Seder Olam Rabbi; with which he is not much 
' acquainted, though it pretends to some antiquity, yet,sdith 
Buxtorf, a Videtur seipsum in fine libri prodere, dum in- 
quit, Hamar Rabbi Jose," He betrays himself by adding, 
Thus saith R. Jose. 

Fourthly, His corollary from all these uncertainties, that 
the blessed Virgin conceived in the beginning of the sixth 
month from the conception of Elisabeth, is built upon' a, 
mistake, it being plain from Luke i. 36. that her sixth month 
-was completed when the Virgin came to her (which she 
did presently after the angel appeared to her), for she 
stayed with her but almost three months, and then Elisa- 
* beth's full time was come, (ver. 66, 57.) 

[ 6 ] Ver. 7. Tliey were both 7rpo/3Ej3r)Korre, well stricken 
tvith age.} Here, saith Theophylact, because a virgin was 
to bring forth a son TrQot$Kov6fir\<jtv rj x^P 1 ^ £va 7P av G r * K V> °v 
koto, vojxov tyvatwg, el koI fitr dvSpbg, God provided that an 
old woman should bring forth a son, not according to the 
course of nature, though tvith a man, they being both aged. 

\J] Ver. 9. "EAaxt rov Sviiiaaai, His lot was to burn in* 
cense.*] The law required that the priest should burn incense 
morning and evening upon the altar of incense, placed be- 
.fore the veil of the most holy : (Exod. xxx. 6 — 8.) but be- 
cause they who thus served in every course were many, it 
was necessary they should by lot choose the man who was 
to perform that service for that week, and so the Jews say 
they did. (See Dr. Lightfoot here.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 10. And all the multitude of the people were 
praying tvithout, ry &pp rov SvfxtafxaTog, at the time of in- 
cense.] When the priest went into the sanctuary, or within 
the first veil, to offer incense, notice was given by the sound 
of a little bell, that it was then the time of prayer; and 
every one present then offered up his prayers to God 
silently: and though this silent prayer was not commanded, 
yet there seems a manifest allusion to it in those words of 
John, where, at the first offering of incense with the prayers 
of the saints, it is said, there was silence in heaven for half 
an hour. (Rev. viii.l— 3.) Whether that of the high-priest 
Simon, mentioned Ecclus. 1. belongs to this matter, or 
rather to tho great day of expiation, I will not determine. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 11. *S200r) & ahr$ ayyzXog Kvpiov, An angel of 
the Lord appeared to him.] That they had former examples 
of their priests who had seen visions in the temple seems 
reasonable to conceive from tho words, ver. 22. wheTe 
from his silence it is said, the people knew that he had seen 
a vision; and yet, if you reject the story of Simon the Just 
seeing an angel going into the holy of holies yearly, on the 
day of expiation, you will hardly find another instance: 
for Hyrcanus the high-priest saw no vision, only as he wiis 
offering incense, <j>am^some say he heard a voice, declaring 
that his sons had got the victory. 

Ver. 12. Kcu hapaxQ*), ko! 0oj3oc £7T£7r£(r£v hr avrov.] This 

* Antiq, lib, *iil, cop. 8. 
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verso is wanting only in the Ethiopia version, being in all 
the other versions, in Theophylact, in Hilary the deacon, 
in Jerome, and Chrysostom, cd. Mor. torn. v. p. 475. and 
yet Dr. Mills suspects hunc versum fiction esse ab aliquo ob 
similia quce ad Mariam dicuntur, vcr. 24. Append, p. 20. 
though this suspicion be confuted by the words following 

. [ 10 ] Vcr. 13. El<nwv*$ri Tj Sfiiffic aov > Thy prayer is heard.] 
Not that this good man was now praying for himself, that 
he might have a child ; be is so far from any expectation of 
that, that when an angel appearing to him in God's temple, 
and so unquestionably as a messenger from God speaks to 
him of this matter, he belicvcth not his words; the mean- 
ing is, Thy prayers for the delivery of thy people, for the 
coming of the Messiah, and the consolation of Israel, and 
the remission of their sins, is so graciously heard, that from 
thy very loins shall now come the forerunner to prepare 
his way ; and thou, wilt now quickly have occasion to ac- 
knowledge, that God hath visited and redeemed his people, 
and raised up a horn of salvation for them, (vcr. 68, 69.) 

[ lI ] Ver. 15. "Earcu yap fxiyag lvd>mov rov Kvplov, He shall 
be great in the sight of (or before) the Lord.] Either before 
the Lord. Christ, as being the prophet of the Highest, to go 
before the Lord to prepare his way, as the angel saith, veT. 
17. and Zacharias, ver. 76. or in the sight of God, as David 
found favour ivatwiov Osov, in the sight of God, Acts vii. 
46. It follows, and he shall neither drink wine nor strong 
drink. This being the description of a Nazarite, Numb. 
vi. 3. Judg. xiii. 4. the words from the womb, may refer 
to the same thing, as it is said of Samson, the child shall 
. be a Nazarite to God from the womb, Judg. xiii. 5/ xvi. 17/ 
(see note on ver. 28.) or if they refer to his being filled with 
the Holy Ghost, they must be interpreted as Dr. Hammond 
paraphrases them, the power of the Holy Ghost shall be 
discerned to be upon him very early. So Job xxxi. 18. I 
have guided the widow from my mother's womb: .Psal.lyiii. 
3. The wicked are estranged from the womb', as soon as 
they are bom they go about and tell lies: Isa. xlviii. 8. 
Tlwli tcast called a transgressor from the womb. This ex- 
position I prefer to that of Grotius, that he is said to be 
filled with the Holy Ghost from the womb, because he 
being in the womb was part of his mother who was filled 
with the Holy Ghost. 

[ l2 ] Ver. 17. 'Ev nvevfxaTi icot Svvafiu 'HAfov, In the spirit 
andpowerofElias.] Not in his power of working miracles, 
for John did no miracles, (John x. 41.) but in his power of 
turning the people to the Lord. (1 Kings xviii. 37.) So 
the angel expounds it in the following words, cited from 
Mai. iv. 6. To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the Just, and so to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord ; that is, he shall 
turn the hearts of the fathers, by to the children, as that 
preposition signifies, Josh. ii. 8. 1 Sam. xxii. 11. by caus- 
ipg them to lay aside their discords, and unite, of what sect 
soever they were, in a general profession of repentance, 
and a free confession of their sins ; and so the son of Si- 
rach saith, he is appointed, liriarpbpat tcapSiav warpbg irpbg 
vibv, to turn theheart of the father to the son: (xlviii. 10.) 
or else, He shall turn the hearts of the fathers, al, with tlbe 
children, as al signifies, Exod. xii. 8, 9. xxxv. 22. .calling 
them all to a general confession of, arid repentance for, 
their sins ; and so turning the disobedient to the wisdom, 



revealed to them by Christ, the Just One, as he emphati- 
cally is styled, Actsiii.14. And this the Baptist did by 
preaching to all sorts, young and old, conversion and re- 
pentance, and uniting them all in one baptism of repent- 
ance, for the remission of sins. (Matt. iii. 5, 6. Mark i. 5.) 
Ho was sent to bear witness of Christ that all men might 
believe on him; (John i. 7.) and this ho also did so effectually, 
that many, finding that all that John said of him was true, 
believed on him. (John xiii. 41, 42.) Joscphus informs us 
that he was a good man, who instructed the Jews by the ex- 
ercise of virtue, teat ry 7rpoc citAA/jAouc Sucaioavvy kol irpbc Bzbv 
*vff£j3efy, and by piety towards God, and righteousness or 
justice towards one another, to come to his baptism ; and 
that hereupon there was great concourse made to him, the 
people being much delighted with his doctrine. (Antiq. lib. 
xviii. cap. 7. p. 626. F. G.) 

[ I3 ] Ver. 22. Kai Bdfxtve kw<j>oc, And remained speechless.] 
It seemeth that he was both dumb and deaf, for we read 
that he was<nw7r<5v koI fit) Bvvafitvog AaAfjacti, not able to 
speak, and dumb, ver. 20. and that he was not able to 
hear is evident, because they nodded and made signs to 
him and he to them, ver. 22. 62. and therefore it was only 
by a sign that he asked for a writing-table, ver. 63. And 
this was the result of his infidelity, in that ho believed not 
an angel appearing to him, in a place where evil angels 
durst not come, in the name of our Lord, and telling him 
his prayer was heard, which evil angels could not do, and 
of things which tended to the glory of God, the completion 
of his promises, and the welfare of mankind, which they 
would not do. 

[ 14 ] Vcr. 24. Kat Trtp&Kpvfitv lavrriv, And she hid herself 
five montlis.] Partly from devotion to bless God for a mercy 
so singular and unexpected, and partly from respect to the 
child, lest she should be any way defiled, and so derive un- 
cleanness upon the Nazarite in her womb. 

[ l5 ] Vcr. 27. Upbg irapOivov (/j,Efxvti^Ttvuhi)v avS/ot $ ovofxa 
*lw<rij(p) t% (Akov Aaj3i8, koL to ovofia rf}c irapSivov Mapia/x;] 
Which words I would render thus/ To a virgin of the house 
of David, espoused to a man whose name teas Joseph; and 
the virgin's name was Mary. For, first, of this <™/£7rAoia/, 
or placing of words not in due OTder of construction, I 
have given many instances, note on Mark ix. 13. ; and I 
think there is an instance of it here, ver. 15. He shall 
neither drink wine nor strong drink from his mother's womb, 
and he shall be filled zvith the Holy Ghost. And this con- 
struction I prefer, as being most suitable to those words of 
the angel, Tlie Lord God shall give him the throne of his 
father David. The Virgin therefore must be of the house 
of David, for seeing the angel had plainly told her, she 
should not have this son by the knowledge of a man, it 
was not Joseph's but Mary's being of the house of David, 
which made David his father; see also ver. 69. where 
this horn of salvation is said to be raised up in the house 
of his servant David: now thus he was raised up in the 
house of David, not by Joseph's espousal, but by his birth 
of the Virgin ; for from her also was it, that Christ was Ik 
Kcip-rrov rf/c batpvoe avrov to koto. vapKtt, of the fruit of the 
loins of David according to the flesh, Acts ii. 30. dirb tov 
GTtipuaroQ, of the seed of David, xiii. 23. Rom. i. 3. 2 Tim. 
ii. 8. Such reason had the evangelist here to say, rather 
that Mary than Joseph was of the house of David. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 28. Kex a (><™ju^i?, Tliouwho art highly favoured.] 
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Or, who hast found mercy, or favour with God, as it is 
expounded, ver. 30. It answers to the Hebrew *TDn which 
signifies x&P L € and cAeoc; mercy and favour. So Psal. xviii. 

26. ion oy fizra K^x a P ir ^ vov x a P lT(jj QMy> w ^ 1 ^ e mwdfui 

thou ivilt shew thyself merciful; or, to him that shews fa- 
vour to others, thou wilt shew favour: and Eph. i. 6. to 
tlte praise of his glorious grace, iv % Ixapiraxnv vfiag, through 
which he hath dealt graciously with us, or made us favour- 
ites by the beloved, or, in Christ Jesus. Thus x a P u py°£> ne 
that doth kind and grateful offices, is in Suidas ra K€x a i° £rw ~ 
fiiva zpya%6fxtvos r he that doth kind things, and x a P^ vra * n 
Phavorinus is KaxapiTWfiiva. And the son of Sirach saith, 
A word, i. e. a kind word, is better than a gift, but both 
come irapa avdpl KBxaptnofiEvt^fJroni a landman, to one that 
shews favour, Ecclus. xviii. 17. It follows, iv\oyn^ vy \ <™ 
lv ywaiZiv, blessed art thou among ivomen. So it is said of 
Jael, ev\oyn$dm ev ywaiZiv, blessed be Jael among women, 
Judg. v. 24. of Ruth, iii. 10. evkoynpivn <n>, blessed art 
thou of the Lord, O daughter! and so David speaks to 
Abigail, 1 Sam. xxv. 33. so also, the Lord is with thee, 
is said to Gideon, Judg. vi. 12. And the w r ords, ver. 30. 
zvptg x^9 lv n a Q<* T V &*$> th ou hast found favour with God, 
are also said of Noah, Gen.vi.8. of Joseph, Gen.xxxix.4. 
of David, Acts vii. 46. So that here is nothing said of the 
blessed Virgin in this salutation, which was not before said 
of others. 

[ 17 3 Ver. 33. And he shall reign over the house of Jacob, 
iIqtovq alwvas, tcai t7}Q fiaaikdag avrov ovk iarai r£\og,for ever; 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.] i. e. Whilst the 
house and the seed of Jacob, or the world lasts ; his king- 
dom being never to give place to any other kingdom,' as 
the four monarchies did, Dan. vii. 14. but yet when death, 
the last enemy of his church, shall be dissolved, he shall 
give up this mediatory kingdom to the Father. (See note on 
1 Cor. xv. 28.) 

[ 18 ] Ver. 34. Ilwc iarai tovto ; How shall this be, seeing I 
know not a man?] She so inquires after the manner, as not 
to doubt of the fact, but she says not she was under a vow 
not to know a man : for, (1.) virginity amongst the Jews 
was not matter of praise, but reproach ; (Psal Ixxviii. 63.) 
insomuch that Grotius with all his learning could bring no 
instance of any women who were irapQlvai oY ayvdav, or kept 
their virginity, but from a testimony of Philo * concerning 
some old women among the essenes, who were known ene- 
mies to matrimony : (see the note on Coloss. ii. 21.) and, 
(2.) marriage is numbered by them among the precepts of 
the law, Targum on Gen. i. 28. which they only w r ere ex- 
empted from, who devoted themselves wholly to the study 
of the law: and, (3.) if she made this vow before her, 
espousals, why should she marry? if after, it was void, as 
being not made with the consent of her husband. 

Ver. 35. Aib teal to yavvwfiivov ayiov, Therefore that holy 
thing which shall be born of thee.'] Here it is evident that 
our interpreters followed the other reading, viz. to yzvvdj- 
txzvov k <tov ayiov, for which they had good reason, for so 
read all the ancient versions ; so Irenoeus, lib. iii. cap. 26.. 
Tertullian, contra Prax. cap. 20. Novat. do Trin. cap. 19. 
Author Quaest. et llespons. ad Orthodox, q. 46. p. 430. 
Epiphan. Anchor, p. G9. Chrysost. ed. Mor. torn. v. p. 
476. Autor Dial, contra Marcion. p. 121. where he notes 



VOL. V. 



De Vita Contemp. p. 695* 



that the evangelist saith not Sia gov but Ik gov. (See Exa- 
men Millii.) 

[ ig ] Ver. 36. Elisabeth thy cousin, avyyzviw trov.] Though 
Elisabeth was of the tribe of Aaron, ver. 5. it follows not 
that Mary was so; for a woman might marry info another 
tribe, provided she were not an heiress that carried the pa- 
ternal inheritance along with her, care being taken only 
against that by the law, Numb, xxxvi. 8, 9. 

[*°] Ver. 39. Mary went dg rfjv opuvrjv — dg tt6\iv, into a 
city ofJuda.] i. e. To Hebron, which was situated in the 
hill country, (Josh, xi.21.) and was given to the posteri- 
ty of Aaron for an inheritance ; (Josh. xxi. 10, 11.) it was 
also the city where David was anointed king over Judah. 
(2 Sam. ii. 4.) 

[ 21 ] Ver. 42. Ka\ zvXoyrjfjiivoQ 6 icapirbc rrje KoiXlag gov, And 
blessed be the fruit of thy womb.] These words shew that 
Christ had not his body from heaven, but from the womb 
of the Virgin, and so was truly the seed of David, accord- 
ing to the flesh, Rom. ix. 5. (See Matt. i. 20. Gal. iv. 6. and 
the note on 1 Cor. xv. 47.) 

. [ C2 ] Ver. 43. The mother of my Lord.] She calls him, saith 
Woltzogenius, her Lord, as David had done, Psal. ex. 1. 
and in his note on Matt. xxii. 45. he saith, he was so 
styled by him, because, by virtue of his exaltation to the' 
right hand of Power, or of God, he was made Lord of' 
angels, and of all men. Now he who is Lord, over all men, 
and angels, must have Divine power and wisdom to Tule 
and govern them, and so partake of the Divine nature. 
Hence of him, whose name is King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, Rev. xix. 16. St. John doth also say, his name is 
6 Xoyoc rov Oeov, the Word of God, ver. 13. and in the be- : 
ginning of his Gospel, that this Word was God. 

[*?] Ver. 44. ''EatdpTtiGtv lv ayaXkiaau to fiptyog. The 
child leaped in my ivonib.] By reason of the joy tvhich trans- 
ported me, saith Dr. Hammond ; for it was when Elisabeth 
heard the salutation of Mary, that the babe leaped in her 
womb, ver. 41. nor is any infant in the womb capable of 
any joy, as having no apprehensions of good to be en- 
joyed, or evil to be avoided; and so he cannot be capable 
of that joy which results only from these apprehensions : 
if you object, that the angel had foretold that this child 
should be filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother's 
womb, ver. 15. and upon that account he might rejoice 
whilst he was in it, *see the answer, note on ver. 15. 

[ 2i ] Ver. 45. And blessed is she that believed, for (on, that) 
there shall be a performance of these things.] As the He- 
brew *3 signifies not only for, but that; as Job iii. 12. 
pW *0 that I might suck ; and Psal. xi. 3. the wicked bend* 
their bow, &c. that the foundations may be destroyed: 
(see note, p. 406.) so doth the Greek on, 

[ 23 j Ver. 48. "On hripik&piv lift rairdvijJGiv rf/c SovXtjc avrov, 
Forhehathregarded (or compassionately looked upon) the 
low estate of his handmaid.] The word here is not tclttu- 
vo<j>po<rvvri, the humble-mindedness, but Tairdv^Gig, the mean, 
low, or afflicted state of the Virgin, which appeared in her 
offering for her purification, Luke ii. 24. So the word con- 
stantly signifies both in the Old and the New Testament: 
so speaks Leah, Gen. xxix.32. The Lord saw rijv TairdvwGtv, 
my affliction, and hath given me a child: so Jacob, Gen. 
xxxi. 22. The Lord saw my affliction: so Deut. xxvi. 7. 
1 Sam. ix. 16. 2 Kings xiv. 26. Neh. ix. 9. Psal. ix. 13, 
xxiv. 18. xxx. 7. cxix. 153. Lam. i, 9. Acts viii. 33. 

2R 
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A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[chap. I. 



I s6 ] Ver. 49. For he that is mighty hath done to me //€- 
yakua, great things;'] *. e. Ho hath wrought a great mira- 
cle upon me ; so iiiyaXua, and ra fxtyaXa, often signify the 
miracles God wrought in Egypt and in the wilderness, 
Deut.x.21. xi.7. xxxiv.12. Psal. lxxi.19. Ecelus. xvii.8. 
xxxvi. 8. xliii. 15. 

F 7 ] Ver. 51. 'E7rofr/(TC KparoQ iv fipaxiovt avrov, lie hath 
shewed strength with his arm.'] Hero Grotius notes, that 
God's great power is represented by his finger, his greater 
by his hand, his greatest by his arm ; the production of 
lice was by the finger of God, Exod. viii. 19. his other 
miracles in Egypt were wrought by his hand, Exod. iii. 20. 
the destruction of Pharaoh and his host, in the Red Sea by 
his arm, Exod. xv. C. The following words seem to bo 
taken from the song of Hannah, 1 Sam. ii. 4 — G. and need 
no farther explication than that which they have received in 
tho paraphrase. 

[ ffl ] Ver. 54. 'AvrtXafitro, &c. He hath holpen his servant 
Israel, &c] The word avrtkafipaviaSat signifies, to hold by 
the hand, to sustain from falling, or to lift up when fallen, 
and so to afford aid or help, Jer. xxxi. 32. Zech. xiii. 13. 
This he hath done, saith the Virgin, in remembrance of his 
mercy; for then God is said signally to remember his peo- 
ple, when, after a long oppression, in which he seemed to 
have forgotten them, he works a mighty salvation for them : 
so Psal. exxxvi. Iv ry rairnvwau /jjuwv Ijuv/jtxSrj, the Lord re- 
membered as in oar affliction, (ver. 23.) and delivered us 
oat of the hand of the enemy; and he did this also in pur- 
suance of his promise made to our forefathers, to send the 
Messiah to be an everlasting blessing to all that believed in 
him, and so became the seed of Abraham by faith. 

\^\ Ver. 59. 'Ev ry oySdy vf*ty a ^X£ov irzpiTtfiuv to iraiStov, 
On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child.] Not 
before that day, because the mother was unclean seven 
days, (Lev. xii. 1, 2.) and so was the child by touching her, 
and therefore he was not then fit to be admitted into cove- 
nant : moreover, till that time he was weak, and could not 
well endure the pain of circumcision. (See the note on 
Phil. iii. 5.) *Note also, that the law appointed no certain 
place in which circumcision was to be done, nor any cer- 
tain person to perform it, and therefore it was done some- 
times by women, (Exod. iv. 25.) and here in the house of 
Elisabeth, as appears by her presence at it, (ver. GO.) The 
Jews did it sometimes in their schools, not out of neces- 
sity, but to have more witnesses of the fact. Then also 
they gave the name to the infant, because, when God in- 
stituted circumcision, he changed the names of Abraham 
and Sarah. 

P] Ver. CO. He shall be called John.] This she might 
learn from her husband, giving her in writing a relation of 
what the angel said to him, (ver. 13.) Now, God is gra- 
cious, which is the import of that name, is a name very fit 
for him, who was to be the first preacher of the kingdom of 
grace, and who was to point out him,/or whose fulness we 
receive grace for grace. (John i. 16.) 

[ 31 ] Ver. CG. Kai x^P Kvpfov t}v fur avrov, And the hand 
of the Lord was with him.] Here by the hand of the Lord 
we arc not to understand the spirit of prophecy, for this is 
still described by the hand of the Lord being Itt avrov, upon 
the prophet, Ezek. i. 3. iii. 22. xxxvii. 1. xl. 1. but the care, 
providence, and assistance of God, as Psal. lxxx. 17. 
r*rj y er Qj t j£ a \ Zayaptag 2irX/j<r&r| Trvtvfxaroc aytov icm 7rpoc- 



<t>{)rtv<n, And his father Zachary was filled tcith the Holy 
Ghost, and prophesied.] Notwithstanding all that the critics 
here say, I know but two significations of the word pro- 
phesying, especially when it is said to be done by one 
filled, tcith the Holy Ghost; as here; and two senses, in 
which any one in Scripture is called a prophet. And, 

First, According to the grammatical import of the word, 
a prophet is 6 Trpo<paaicu>v rb piXXov, one who foretells, that 
something future, and contingent in respect of us, shall cer- 
tainly fall out: soPhavorinus, Upo^rng ioriv o 82 ivzpytiag 
irvcvfjtarticTie ra fitXXovra SjjXwv, A prophet is one who de* 
dares things future, by the assistance of the Spirit: thus, 
when Ezekiel had prophesied of the desolation of Jerusa- 
lem by the sword, and by wild beasts, Wlien this (saith ho) 
cometh to pass, ye shall know that a prophet hath been 
among you: (Ezek. xxxiii. 27. 33.) and in the time of their 
captivity, they thus complain, We see not our sigyis ; there is 
no prophet more, not one that can tell us how long these 
calamities shall last, or when they will have an end. (Psal. 
lxxiv. 9.) And in this sense Zacharias here prophesies, 
foretelling what should be done by his son, and by the 
Messiah hereafter. 

Secondly, a prophet, in the Scripture language, is a re- 
vealer of the will of God. So Phavorinus, ITpo^iVic «*rtv 
av3"pw7roc OcToc trviv^iaro^opoQ, A prophet is a Divine man, 
endued with an afflatus of the Holy Spirit. In this senso 
is Abraham styled a prophet, by reason of the many Divine 
revelations made to him, Gen. xx. 7. and by him left unto 
posterity, xviii. 19. and John the Baptist is here styled 
a prophet, ver. 7G. because he received his commission 
and doctrine from heaven, Matt.xxi. 25. John i. G. though 
we read of no predictions made by either of them. And 
to such a prophet it was absolutely necessary, that he 
should receive his doctrine by revelation from God; for 
as the things of man knoweth no man, but the spirit of man 
that is in him ; so the things of God knoweth no man, but the 
Spirit of God: (1 Cor. ii. 11.) so that he* who reveals his 
will must be avSpwirog 6 irvzvfxaro<j>6poQ, a man inspired by 
the Spirit ; for, saith St. Peter, no prophecy is of private 
motion or imitation, but holy men of old spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. (2 Pet. i. 20, 21.) Hence are they 
styled so often the messengers of the Lord, the prophets 
who had spoken in the name of the Lord, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 
16. Hag. i. 13. Mai. ii. 7. 1 Pet. i. 10. 2 Pet. iii. 2. Their 
prophecies are called the word and burden of the Lord; 
and their style runs, Tims saith the Lord. Hence, lastly, 
this is still the character of the false prophets, that they 
run when God had not sent them, and prophesied when God 
had not spoken to them; nor have these words any other 
sense in Scripture, nor were they ever used otherwise by 
the ancient Jews: this sense the word plainly bears, when 
it is said, Exod. vii. 1. I have made thee a god to Pha- 
raoh, and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet ; i. e. tho 
revealer of what thou, the god of Pharaoh, shalt say to 
him ; nor does it ever signify to expound or interpret 
Scripture, otherwise than by a Divine afflatus, or gift of 
prophecy. (Seo the note on 1 Cor. xiv. G.) It also signifies 
a Divine afflatus enabling a man to compose hymns, or 
psalms of praise, but still as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. (See the same note.) In the example of Saul, it 
signifies to rave in prophesying; i. e. to be, as the Septua- 
gint hath it, Hos. ix. 7. fc&arrjKwe, a prophet in ecstasy and 
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madness; but still by the afflatus of an evil spirit, according 
to that distinction of prophecy Phavorinus gives us, that it 
is either TrvtvfiaTiicii fj koI &aj3oXifcrj, by the afflatus of the 
good or evil spirit; as in this instance, the evil spirit came 
upon Saul, and he prophesied in his house. (See the opinion 
of the Jews, note on 2 Pet. i. 21.) And, lastly, when the 
body of Elisha is said by the son of Sirach to prophesy by 
raising the dead man, Ecclus. xlviii. 14. he intended not 
to say, it wrought a miracle, but only that it foretold a thing 
to come, viz. the fall of the Syrians, who, saith Elisha 
there, shall be smitten three times, and the rising up of God's 
oppressed people, or the reviving of them ; and so is to be 
rcdnced to the first acceptation of the word. 

[ 33 ] Ver. 68. *JLtt£<tk&Pcito, kol liroir\G£ \vTpuxnv r<£ Aat£ avrov, 
He hath visited in mercy, &c] So Ruth i.G. Psal. lxxix. 
15. cv. 4. so as to do them good ; as he visited Sarah, Gen. 
xxi. 1. and Hannah, lSam.ii. 21. and his people op- 
pressed by the Egyptians, Gen. I. 24, 25. Exod. iii. 10. 
when the people rejoiced, on iTnaKtyaro, that God hath 
visited the children of Israel, iv. 31. xiii. 19. as he did then 
by granting them the deliverance they desired, and here 
by granting the Messiah they so earnestly expected, who 
was to save his people from their sins, and so to work re- 
demption for them. 

[ w ] Vcr. 69. Kipag au)Tr)ptagJ] Either a strong or mighty 
salvation; the metaphor being taken from beasts, whose 
strength is in their horns, as Jer. xlviii. 25. Lam. ii. 3. 17. 
Or a royal salvation; the horn signifying royal power, 
Psal. exxxii. 17. Dan. vii. 7, 8. Zech. i. 18. this relating 
to the setting up the kingdom of David by the Messiah, 
who was to reign over the house of Jacob, ver. 33. 73. so 
that it is eminently Kipagrov Xoigtov avrov, the horn of his 
Christ, 1 Sam. ii. 10. 

[ 35 ] Ver. 70. Twv air alutvog 7rpo<pr}Tu>v, Which have been 
since the world began.'] From the beginning of ages, the 
promise being made to Adam, Gen. iii. 15. that the seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpent's head. So Jeru- 
salem hath been a rebellious city, min Jomath holma, cup 
Tifizp&v alwvog, i. c.from time of old, Ezra iv. 15. 19. and 
Vfxipat apxciiat, the days of old, and %ft) al&via, arc the same, 
Psal. lxxvii. 5. (Sec the note on Tit. i. 2.) 

C* 3 ] Vcr. 73. To perform the oath, &c] This oath was 
made to Abraham, Gen. xxii. 16, 17. Now that being 
an immutable thing, (Hcb. vi. 17.) it could neither be hin- 
dered nor retarded by the sins of the Jews, as they say the 
coming of their Messiah was ! and the words following, 
Sovvai riyTtv, that he would give us this horn of salvation, or 
this seed, in which all the families of the earth should be 
blessed, arc the subject of that oath, Gen. xxii. 18. and 
therefore these words arc rather to be joined to this verse, 
as in the Greek, than to be added to the beginning of the 
next, as it is in our translation. 

f 37 ] Vcr. 74. *Afj>6(5wg XarptvuvavT^, To serve him without 
fear.] That cupofiwg here is to be joined to Xarpticiv, to 
serve, is evident, as Mr. Lc Clerc notes, from the harsh- 
ness of the other expression, to be delivered without fear ; 
and from the nature of the Christian constitution, which 
delivers us from the spirit of bondage unto fear, under 
which the Jews were held, (Rom. viii. 15.) from the fear 
of death, the last enemy, and of Satan, who had the power 
of death; (Ifcb. ii. 14, 15.) God having not now given us 
the spirit of fear, (2 Tim. i. 17.) but that love which casts 



out fear. (1 John iv. 18.) But then, when Mr. Le Clerc 
adds, that at this time the Syrians, Egyptians, and other 
heathen nations bordering on Judea, were troublesome to the 
Jews ; nor were they without fear of the Romans themselves, 
so that they could not exercise their religion atpoftwg, without 
fear; and that Zacharias speaks of the Messiah, as of one 
that ivas about to rescue the Jews from those dangers, in 
agreement with the common opinion; nor did the spirit of 
prophecy undeceive him as to this matter: this is one of 
those bold strokes, which if that learned man could abstain 
from, he would give less offence to the Christians, and les'k 
advantage to the antiscripturists; for if one filled by the 
Holy Ghost, and prophesying by an afflatus from him, may 
prophesy deceit, and promise to his fellow Jews that a tem- 
poral kingdom should be erected by the Messiah, which 
their common opinion made them to expect; though this 
opinion was not only false, but wholly opposite to the 
nature of Christ's kingdom, and that which chiefly hindered 
the Jews from receiving Christ as their Messiah: why 
might not others, though filled with the Holy Ghost, speak 
other things according to the common though false opinion 
of the Jews, and the spirit of prophecy notttndeceive them? 
And if so, where is our certainty of the rule of faith ? But 
surely, if Christ's kingdom be spiritual, his subjects must 
be so, and their enemies spiritual, sin, death, and Satan ; 
from all which we shall obtain a full deliverance by serving 
God in righteousness and holiness before him all the days of 
our life. > 

F 8 ] Ver. 7G. f O irpofrwg fyiaTov, The prophet of tht 
Highest.] The God of Israel seems to have been still 
owned by those heathens who had any knowledge of him, 
as a God above all gods ; by Cyrus he is styled, by way 
of emphasis, 6 Stag, the God, Ezra i. 3. by Rahab the 
harlot, the God of heaven above, and in the earth beneath, 
Josh. ii. 11. by Cyrus, 2Chron. xxxvi. 33. Ezra i. 2. by 
Darius, Ezra vi. 9, 10. by Artaxcrxes, Ezra vii. 21. 23. by 
Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. iv. 37. by Hiram, the God that 
made heaven and earth, 1 Chron. ii. 12. And as in Scrip- 
ture he is exalted above all others, by the name of ]\by Wfe 
the most high God, Gen. xiv. 18. so also he is styled by 
Cyrus, Esd. ii. 3. by Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. iv. 34. by Da- 
rius, Esd.vi. 31. by Artaxerxes, Esd." viii. 19. 21. by the 
emperor Augustus, Josephus Antiq. lib. xvi. cap. 10. p. 
5G1. by Tiberius, Philo legat. ad Caium, p. 785. E. by 
Tatnai and Shethar-boznai, Otbg 6 filyag, the great God, 
Ezra v. 8. by Artaxerxes, the highest, the greatest, and 
the living God, Esth. xvi. 16. 

[39] Vcr. 78. 'AvaroXrj i.% inpovg, TJie day-spring from' on 
high hath visited us.] He who is here styled the daij-spring 
from on high, or rising sun, is by Zachary called, iii: 8. 
'AvaToXii, the rising sun, my servant; and, vi. 12. the man 
whosenameis 'AvaroX?), the rising sun : and by Malachi iv. 2. 
the Sun of righteousness, as being to arise upon the Jew 
and gentile, and spread his bright beams on those who sat 
in darkness and in the shadow of death, Isa. ix. 2. Whence 
by old Simeon tic is said to be a light to lighten the gentiles, 
Luke ii. 32. and by the Baptist, to be a light shining in 
darkness, John i. 5. — 

An addition. It is evident to any one who inspects ihe 
Greek, that this hymn is deficient as to the full sense of it, 
from ver. 71. to 75. and that Trotr\<rai iXtog fitra. twv 7rar£- 
pwvimQv, ver. 72. which we translate to perform the mercy 

2R2 
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promised to, should rather be translated, to perform the 
mercy (covenated) with our fathers, and to remember his 
holy covenant; according to the words of the blessed Vir- 
gin; He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of 
his mercy (covenanted) to Abraham, and to his seed for 
ever: it being therefore very usual, both in tho Old and the 
New Testament, to supply what is defective from the pre- 
ceding words, I look upon the whole following hymn to 
ver. 7G. as a descant upon those words in tho beginning, 
to wit, iTTtaKhpctro, ical lirotncre \vrguxnv, lie hath visited and 
redeemed his people; and therefore fill up the sense of it 
thus, lwolr\<n XvrpuKTtv, He hath performed redemption to 
them: viz. ver. 71. awniptav, Salvation from our enemies, 
and from the hands of all that hate us. 'EireaKfyaTo, ver. 72. 
irotijaai cXtoc, He hath visited lis, to perform the mercy co- 
venanted zvith our fathers, and to remember Ms holy cove- 
nant; koI fivr\a^rivat, ver. 73. rbv opjcov, and to remember the 
oath which he sware to our father Abraham, rov dovvai vfiXv, 
to give us the heirs of the promise, (Heb. vi. 17.) this horn 
of salvation, ver. 69. this Redeemer, this deliverer out of 
Zion, styled 6 pvofizvog, to enable us, pvaSivrac, thus deli- 
vered from the hands of our enemies, to serve him without 
fear, &c. 

CHAP. II. 

1. AND it came to pass in those days, that there went 
out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that [*] all the world 
should be taxed ( k e. should have their names and condi- 
tions of life set down in court-rolls, according to their fa- 
milies). 

. 2. (And this taxing was [*] first made (before that made) 
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 

3. And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 
city. 

4. And Joseph also [ 5 ] went up from Galilee, out of the 
city of Nazareth, to Judea, to [ 4 ] the city of David, which 
is called Beth-lehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David ; 

5. To be taxed with [ 5 ] Mary his espoused wife, being 
great with child. 

G. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. 

7. And she brought forth her first-born son, [ 6 ] and 
wrapped him in swaddling-clothes, and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8. And there were in the same country [ 7 ] shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 

9. And, lo, thfe angel of the Lord came upon them (Gr. 
stood by them), and the [ 8 ] glory of the Lord shone round 
about them : and they were sore afraid. 

10. And the angel said to them, Fear not ; for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be (so) to 
all people. 

11. For to you is born this day in (Beth-lehem) the city 
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

12. And this shall bo a sign to you (of the truth of my 
words, Tliat going thither) ye shall find the babe wrapped 
in swaddling-clothes, lying in a manger. 

13. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 



14. p] Glory (be) to God (who dwelleth) in the highest 
(heavens), and (or, for by this Saviour is procured) on 
earth peace, (and God's) good-will towards men. 

15. And it came to pass, as tho angels were gone away 
from them into heaven, tho shepherds said one to another, 
Let us now go even to Beth-lehem, and see this thing which 
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known to us. 

1G. And they came with haste (thither), and found Mary 
and Joseph (there), and the babe lying in a manger. 

17. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them (by the angel) concerning 
this child. 

18. And all they that heard it wondered at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds. 

19. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them 
in her heart. 

20. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard (from the angel) and 
seen, as it was told them (by him). 

21. And when eight days were [ 10 ] accomplished (i. e. 
when the eighth day was come) for the circumcising of the 
child, his name was called Jesus, which was so named of 
(or, the name imposed on him by) the angel before he was 
conceived in the womb. 

22. And when the days of her [ n ] purification, according 
to the law of Moses, were accomplished, they brought him 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord ; 

23. As it is written in the law of the Lord, [ tt ] Every male 
that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord 
( i. e. shall be consecrated to God, and so made holy) ; 

24. And to offer a sacrifice (for the woman at her purifi- 
cation), according to that which is said in the law of the 
Lord, (Tliat he who is not able to bring a lamb, should bring) 
a [ 15 ] pair of turtle-doves, or two young pigeons. 

25. And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose 
name was Simeon; and the same man was just (towards 
men) and devout (towards God, and he was) [ u ] waiting 
for the consolation of Israel : and the [ 15 ] Holy Ghost was 
upon him. 

2G. And it was revealed to him by the Holy Ghost, that 
he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ. 

27. And he came by (motion of) the Spirit into the tem- 
ple : and when the parents (at the same time) brought in 
the child Jesus, to do for him (i. e. to pay the price of his 
redemption as being their first-born) after the custom of the 
law (concerning the first-born), 

28. Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, 
and said, 

29. Lord, now lettest thou thy servant p 6 ] depart in 
peace, (seeing it hath been with me) according to thy 
word : 

30. Fofniino eyes have seen ( the Messiah, called) thy 
[ 17 ] salvation, 

31. Which thou hast prepared before the face of all peo- 
ple (as well gentiles as Jews, he being sent as) 

32. [ 18 ] A light to lighten the gentiles, and (to be) the 
glory of thy people Israel. 

33. And Joseph and his mother marvelled at these things 
which were spoken of him. 

24. And Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary his 
mother, Behold, this child is set for [«] the fall (of many 
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through infidelity), and (for the) rising again (or up ) of 
many in Israel (through faith in him); and for a sign that 
shall be spoken against (by the scribes and pharisees, and 
rulers of the people, ivho shall blaspheme his person, contra- 
dict his doctrine, and set him up as their mark to shoot at) ; 

35. Yea, a sword ( tltat of martyrdom) shall pierce 
through thy own soul also (and this contradiction of him, 
God in his wisdom shall permit), that the thoughts of many 

.hearts (i. e. the inward tempers and dispositions of many) 
may be revealed. 

36. And there was (also) one [*>] Anna, a prophetess, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser ; (and) she was 
of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years 
from her virginity; 

37. And she was a widow of about fourscore and four 
years (old), which departed not from the temple, but served 
God with fastings and prayer night and day (at evening 
and morning service). 

38. And sho coming at that instant ( that the child was 
there) gave thanks likewise to the Lord, and [ 21 ] spake of 
him to all them thatlooked for redemption in Jerusalem (as 
the person from whom it was to be expected). 

39. And when they had performed all things according 
to the law of the Lord (and had fled into Egypt for the 
safety of the child, after the death of Herod), they returned 
into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. 

40. And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, 
(being) filled with wisdom : and the grace of God was upon 
him (i. e. the favour of God vjos with him). 

41. Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the 
feast of the Passover. 

42. And when he was twelve years old, they went up 
(with him) to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. 

. 43. And when they had fulfilled the (seven) days (of the 
feast), as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in 
Jerusalem ; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 

44. But they, supposing him to have been in the com- 
pany, (they) went a day's journey ; and (then) they sought 
him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 

45. And when they found him not, they turned back 
again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 

46. And it came to pass, that [ 2fi ] after three days (the 
third day) they found him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them 
questions. 

47. And all that heard him were astonished at his under- 
standing and answers. 

48. And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his 
mother said to him, Son, why hast thou dealt thus with us? 
behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

49. And he said to them, How is it that ye sought me? 
wist ye not that I must be about my Father's [ M ] business 
(Gr. in my Father's house)? 

50. And they understood not the saying which he spake 
to them. 

51. And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, 
and was subject to them: but his mother kept all, these 
sayings in her heart. 

52. And Jesus [ 24 ] increased in wisdom, and stature, and 
in favour with God and man. 



ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. II. 

[*] Ver. 1. 'AlIOrPA'<I>ESeAI vaaav rijv oticov/xeW, That 
all the world should be taxed.] Not only the Roman em- 
pire, but all the- precedent empires were styled okov/xev??, 
4he world; and the governors of them were said iraang 
ImKpaTfiaairriQ ohovixivrig, to rule over the whole world. (See 
the note on Heb. ii. 5.) Hence the counsel of God against 
the empire of Babylon is styled his counsel, lir\ ttjv SAtjv 
o\Koviiivr\v 9 against all the earth; her desolation is repre- 
sented as the desolation oAtjc ™jc oIkovjuIvijc* of the whole 
world; and the evil brought upon her, as evils which ex- 
tended ry olKovplvQ oAr/, to the whole world. (Isa. xiv.17. 26.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. Avtt) -q a7roypa<j>fj irpwrri lyivtro riyenovtvovrog 
rng Svpfac Kvprjvlov, Now this taxing was first made when 
(or, was before] that, when) Cyrcniuswas governor of Syria.'] 
I dare not allow of the boldness of ttiose critics, who for 
Kvprivtov read KvivrnXlov, ox^arvpvivov, there being no foot- 
steps of any such reading either in ancient writers, ver- 
sions, or MSS. ; and were there place for conjecture here, I 
would rather read irpb rr)g than irpdnn ; as if the evangelist 
should say, This taxing or enrolling was before that, which 
was made by Cyrcnius, that being so unhappy and perni- 
cious to the Jews,* by reason of the sedition then raised, 
upon occasion of the tax, by Judas Gaulonites, and which, 
saith Josephus,f gave the rise to all their future troubles. 

Now this, saith Josephus, was after Judca was made 
7rpoaSf{}Kt} T?jc Svpfac, an addition to the province of Syria ; 
and when Archelaus was banished, and so above ten years 
after that mentioned here, as done at our Saviour's birth, 
and fit to be thus separated from that, which was attended 
with those ill effects ; this being in design highly salutary, 
that being very fatal to the Jewish nation. But neither do 
we need this criticism, since the words npwog and wpdrzpog 
are by the LXX. oft used according to this sense : of the 
word npoTtpov, this is beyond doubt, God saying twice 
afl-cxrreAw (x^tjicfac "JX3D7 npoTtpag aov, I will send hornets 
before thee; (Exod. xxiii. 28. Josh. xxiv. 12.) in which 
sense you will find this word above twenty times inKircher's 
Concordance in the word iT3iD : that wpuTog also is used in 
the sense of priority, we learn from these instances, wpw- 
tqtokog lyw v av, Heb. *p£ *J*t I am before thee, I am elder 
than thou ; kcl\ iva n ovk eXoyiaSr) 6 \6yog pov irpwrog. Chald. 
*b K^anp kaddemotza li, why then was not the word first 
spoken to me ? cur mihi non annuntiatum est priori ? 2 Sam. 
xix. 43. Isa. Ixv. 16. The former troubles are forgotten, 
Gr. t7Ti\{i<TQVTai rfjv SiXhpiv avrwv rrjv irpwrriv, and ver. 17. ov 
fxrj nvqaSuxn toJv irpoTipw, they shall not remember the for- 
mer : so John i. 15. 30. Sti irpwrog pov %v,for he was before 
me; and, xv. 18. know that they hated cjue Trp&rov, me before 
you; 1 Cor. xiv. 30. 6 irp&Tog, let the former hold his peace; 
and 1 John iv. 19. we love him, 8tl irpwrog, because he loved 
us before ; and in Aristophanes, dAA' ovk av np&rov is in- 
terpreted aAA* ovk av Trp6rzpov, Neph. p. 122. and so Theo- 
phylact interprets the words here, tovt{<jtl nporipa -fiytnovev- 
ovroc> fiyovv wporepov fj riytfiovtve rife ^vpiag Kvpijvtog* As 
for this a7roypa<t>y, that it was not a money tax, but an en- 



VSc rSv ova-tow yiv»wfy*ivoff. Joseph. Antiq. lib. xriii. cnp. 1. 
t Keit tm aZBt; xax£y xartiKnySrw fifa l^vtivvtuf* Ibid. 
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Trolling of persons according to their families and estates, 
sec Dr. Hammond, note 6. 

[*] Vcr. 4. y Av{(3i} St Koi 'Iw<nty, &c. And Joseph ivcnt tip 
from Galilee— to the city of David called Beth-lehem.] Hero, 
first, interpreters observe, that dvafiaivuv, to ascend, or go 
up, docs not always signify to go from a lower to a higher 
place, but to go from one place to another, as Judg. xvi. 

18. Secondly, That admirable was the providence of God 
in ordering this enrolment, intended byAugustustobedonc 
before, to bedefcrred to this very time, that so Christ might 
be born in Beth-lehcm, according to the prediction of the 
prophet, Micah v. 2. And, thirdly, that the stock and fa- 
mily of Christ might at that time be known and preserved 
in tho public tables, as Justin Martyr, Tertullian, and Chry- 
sostom, (bom. 8. in Matt.) testify. 

[ 4 ] Etc irrfXiv A«/3tS, To the city of David.] That musterings 
and enrollings, as in other nations, so especially in Judca, 
were made according to their tribes, cities, and families, 
we learn from the sortition winch Joshua made by tribes, 
families, and households, Josh. vii. 14. Now this could 
not be done, especially after their manifold dispersions, 
unless everyone went to that city to which his family be- 
longed. 

I s ] Ver. 5. 2uv Mapiajx t$ fitfivnarcvfitvy airy yvvatici, With 
Mary his espoused wife.] She was not only espoused now, 
but married also to him, but is still called espoused, be- 
cause Joseph used her as such, not knowing her till she had 
brought forth vlhv avrTjg T(5v*7rpwroro»cov, her first-born son, 
Matt. i. 25. (See the note there.) Moreover, hence it is 
probably collected, that the blessed Virgin Mary was also 
of the house and family of David, as hath been shewed, 
note on Luke i. 27. for, if he went to Eeth-lcbem to be en- 
rolled because he was of the house and family of David, 
she must go thither for the same reason also ; " nam alio- 
qui ipsa in familiae suae urbe profiteri debucrat;"/oro*7*cr- 
tvisc (saith Grotius) she ought to have been enrolled in the 
city of her own family, and not at Bcth-lehem : for it is said, 
vcr. 3. that all (men and women) went to be taxed, every 
one in his own city. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 7. Kal l<nrapyav(i><nv, &c. And she wrapped him m 
swaddling-clothes.'] By doing this herself it is thought her 
labour was without the usual pangs of childbed. 

[*] Ver. 8. Kal trotfiivig 7\aav — (JlvXaaaovTZQ $vX<XKa$ Ttjg 
vvktos, &c. And there were shepherds — keeping watch over 
their flock, or the watches of the night over their flock.] Here 
note, 1. That as Abraham and David, to whom the pro- 
mise of the Messiah was first made, were shepherds, so 
was the completion of this promise first revealed to shep- 
herds. 2. The watches of the night were four; the first 
of them is mentioned Lam. ii. 19. the second and third, 
Luke xii. 38. and the fourth, Matt. xiv. 25. being the 
morning watch, Exod. xiv. 24. These flocks being kept 
in the field, they watched severally in their courses, to pre- 
serve them from thieves and wild beasts, and had their 
little cottages erected for that purpose. 

[°] Ver. 9. Kai i) %6£aKvplov irtptlXantpzv avrovg, And the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them.] i. e. Not only a 
great light, but such a glorious splendour as useth to re- 
present the presence of God ; of which, see note on Phil. ii. 
6. Hcb. i. 3. and was oft attended with a host of angels, 
as here, vcr. 18. styled the heavenly host, 1 Kings xxii. 

19. Nch. ix. G. Psal. ciii. 20. who, as they sang together 



atthc first creation, Job xxxviii. 7. so do they now at the 
redemption of the world, praising God, and saying, 

[°] Vcr. 14. Au£a Jv \Apl<rrotg Qtt$, Kal Itt\ yrjg z\p{\vr\, lv 
avSpunrotg ti>SoKta, Gldry to God on high, and on earth 
peace, good-will towards men.] Hero note, first, that this 
is not a hymn of prayer, that glory inay be given to God, 
peace may be upon earth, 5cc. but rather a declaratory 
hymn of glory due to God for what he hath done already; 
for the angels are said to praise God, saying,. Glory, &c. 
Now praise is for what is done already. Secondly, Some, 
observing that koI is sometimes casual, and signifies for, 
give the sense of this hymnthus,GIorybeto God; because, 
by the birth of this Saviour, who is our peace, (Eph. ii. 14.) 
there will be peace on earth, and the good-will of God to man 
is manifest. Others thus : The good-will of God to man, 
shewed in the incarnation of our Saviour, is matter to him 
of the highest glory, arid the foundation of our peace on 
earth : and because some copies read lv av%pdmot<; ivSotdag, 
to men of good-will; some, following that reading, give the 
sense thus : Peace will be on earth to men whom God acr 
cepts. But this is less to be regarded, because all the 
Greek fathers (Orig. in Joh. xi. 14. Euscb. Demonst. Evang. 
lib.' iv. cap. 10. p. 1G3. Epiph.* Hser. 30. §. 29. Constit. 
Apost. lib. \i\.[ cap. 47.) read otherwise. (See Examen 
Millii in locum.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 21. JCat.ort hrX{]G§i]<Tav -tijiipai oktw tov TrtpiTtfiuv 
to naidiov, And when eight days were accomplished for the 
circumcising of the child.] That is, not when the eighth day 
was ended, but when it was come,: so vcr. 22. so Acts ii. 1. 
lv rw avfiirXripouaOai, when the day of Pentecost was come. 
Now Christ was circumcised, that he might wear the 
badge of a child of Abraham, and that he might be made 
under the law', to redeem them that were under the law, (Gal. 
iv.4.) Kal Ik\i)0i), and then was his name called Jesus. So kA 
signifies, Gen. xxir. 41. xxviii. 21. xxxi. 8. xlii.34.38. 
Exod. vii. 9. Lev. iv. 3. 14. 23. 28. Numb. v. 15. 21. Dent. 
vi. 21. viii. 10. Josh. i. 15. xxiv. 20. 1 Sam. i. 11. Matt. ix. 
7. Luke ii. 28. 

[ n ] Ver. 22. Kat ore £7rX//<r$ r rj(7av at iijiipat tov KaOapiafiov 
avrf;c — avrwv, And when the days of her purification, ac- 
cording to the law of Moses, were accomplished.] I forr 
mcrly thought that the reading her purification, and not the 
purification of them both, was to be retained, that only be- 
ing agreeable to the law, and to the version of the LXX. 
because the law of purification belonged only to the mo- 
ther, who till that time remained lv atfiaTi aKaOaprt^ civttjq, 
in the blood of her impurity, till the days KaQapazwg ai>^ 
Tijc, of her purifying were fulfilled: (Lev. xii. 4, 5.) then, 
saith the text, shall she bring her offering, and the priest 
IZiXaazrai irtp\ avrf;c kcu KaOaptu avryv, shall make an atone- 
ment for her, and she shall be cleansed from the issue of her 
blood: this is the law for her that hath born a male or fe- 
male, (ver. 7, 8.) But I have since found cause to judge 
otherwise : for that the .ancient reading was ai»Twv is evident 
from these words of Origcn,* Siscriptum esset propter pur- 
gationem ejus; i. c. Maria, nihil queestionis oriretur, et 
audacter diccreinus Mariam qua homo erat, purgatione in- 
diguisse post partum; nunc vero in eo quod ait, dies purga^ 
tionis corum, non videtur unum significare, sed altcrum, sive 
plnres. So also read St. Jerome, Con. Hclvid. torn. ii. 

* Horn. 14. in Lucam, F. 100. D. 
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F. 7. lit. A. Euthymius, Theophylact, and the Syriac ver- 
sion ; nor is there any fear of ascribing any moral impurity 
to the noly Jesus by allowing this reading, since this pur- 
gation imports only a compliance with a ceremonial law, 
in order to their admittance into the congregation of God's 
people, to which Christ, being made of a woman made un- 
der the law, was to submit, that he might fulfil all righte- 
ousness: on which' account also he was made relatively 
holy, by being consecrated to the Lord, according to the law 
concerning every male that openeth the womb, ver, 23. 

[ 1C ] Ver. 23. Ef5v agatv diavoXyov fxyrpav, Every male that 
openeth the womb.'] The words of the law concerning every 
male that openeth the womb, being here applied to the 
blessed Virgin, bringing forth her first-born, sufficiently 
confirm the assertion of Ircnaeus,* Tertullian,t Origen,J 
and others of the fathers, cited by Petavius,that she brought 
forth Christ after the usual manner; and yet the contrary 
opinion, though built upon fables, and superstitious imagi- 
nations, and spurious authorities, prevailed almost gene- 
rally in the fourth and fifth centuries. (See the treatise of 
Traditions, par. i. cap. 1. §. 4.) 

[ 15 ] Ver. 24. Kal Sovvai Ovoiav — &tiyoc Tpvyovojv, And to 
offer a pair of turtles.'} This being the oblation ap- 
pointed only for the poor, (Lev. xii. 6. 8.) discovers the 
poverty of Joseph and Mary, that they could not reach to 
a lamb of the first year; the offering which they who had 
ability were to make. 

[ 14 ] Ver. 25. Upoa^ixojitvoq T ^ v Trapaickiimv rov 'ItrpcojX, 
Waiting for the consolation of Israel.] This was the familiar 
phrase they used when they spake of the coming of the 
Messiah ; to see those days being, in their way of speaking, 
to see the consolation of Israel, or the years of the consola- 
tion to come. See the Targum on Isa. iv. 3. on Jer. xxxi. 
6. and 2 Sam. xxiii. 1. and they were wont, saith Dr. Light- 
foot, to swear by their desire to see this consolation. 

f 15 ] Kal TTVtvfia ayiov rivix avrov, And the Holy Ghost was 
iiponhim.] i.e. He had received the gift of prophecy ; for 
that having ceased four hundred years, began to dawn again 
at the birth of the Messiah in some pious persons, as Za- 
chary, Simeon, and Anna the daughter of Phanuel. 

[ 16 ] Ver. 29. NSv airo\vug^ Lord, now lettest thou thy ser- 
vant depart.] Here Grotius well notes, that artokvuv and 
airokvmq, both in sacred and profane authors, signify to de- 
part out of this life, or to die; as when Abraham says, lyu> 
aTTokvofiai cltzkvos, I die childless, Gen.XV.2. airtXvSri 'Aaowv, 
Aaron died, Numb. xx. 29. Thus Tobit prays, Command 
my spirit to be taken from me, o7rwc uttoXvOm, that I may- 
be dissolved, lirira^ov lm\v%rivai ut, Tobit Hi. 6. and Sarah 
saith, cTttov anokvaat ut curb rfjc yn$> ver. 13. I . desired 
God to take me from the earth; and one of the seven chil- 
dren saith to the tyrant, rrv Ik row ttuq6vtoq fifiug fyjv tnroXvuc, 
thou takest away our present life. Thus, saith Lycon,§ this 
is my testament, /uera r»)v Ijiriv inroXvatv, after my dissolution. 
Themistius|| notes that it was customary to some to call 
death cnroXvmg, and to say of them that they did airo\miv. 
So ThcophrastusIT calls death airoXvmg; and Heraclitus** 

* "Foil filios bominis paras, parara aperiens TuWam." Iren. lib. iv. cap. 66. 

t " Virgo qaanlnm a viro, con virgo quaolum h. parlu peperit enim ipsa pate- 

fitcii corporis lege." Tertul. do Carno Cbristi, cap, 23. 

% "MatriuDomioi eo tempore volva rcserala est, qaa parlos editos." Orig. 
hom. 13. in Lerit. torn. ii. B. 101. § Apud Laert. lib. v. p. 348. 

Apad Stob. Serin. 119. f Hist, Tlsnt. 8. 17. «• Ad Amph. ep. U 



saith, perhaps the soul presageth aTro'Xvtrtv avTijc, her dissolu- 
tion; all which expressions confirm the old traditions of 
the distinction of the soul from the body, and her continu- 
ance in a state of separation. 

• [ 17 ] Ver. 30. "Ort etSov 6<p0a\fiol uov rb o-omjptoV gov, For 
niine eyes have seen thy salvation.] So the deliverance 
God sent to his people is called <rwr/?ptov row Ocou, the 
salvation of God, Psal. xcviii. 3. how much more may 
the salvation sent by Christ be styled, as it is emphati-, 
cally, i (Twr)jpta, the salvation, Isa. xlix. 6. lii. 7. yea, 
Gurrripia irapa rov Btov, salvation from God, ver. 10.? 

[ 18 ] Ver. 32. <£<5c etc awoKa\v\piv l&vwv A light to enlighten 
the gentiles.] It is wonderful that, after so many clear pro- 
phecies in the Old Testament of the calling of the gen-, 
tiles, the Jews should have been all so blind as to imagine 
God had no kindness forthem. (Actsx. 45. xi. 18.) 

[^] Ver. 34. Ovroc Karat etc 7rrw(nv koi avaaramv, This 
child is set for the fall and rising of many in Israel ] Doubt- 
less God's first design in sending his Son into the world 
was that through him the world might be saved, (John ii. 16.) 
and he was designed especially to save his people from their 
sins, and be a horn of salvation to them. (Luke i.G9.) But 
to persons who were worldly-minded and had no relish for 
spiritual things, which was the case of the generality of the 
Jews, who were much given to the flesh, as Tacitus observes 
of them, who were puffed up with a vain conceit of their 
own wisdom and singular piety, full of vain-glory, greedy 
of empire and applause, and affected with worldly pomp 
and grandeur, as were the scribes and pharisees, and rulers 
of the people, he was to be a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offence, because these things obstructed their re- 
ception of his doctrine and spiritual kingdom, so different 
from that which they expected ; and to discover who had 
hearts well disposed to embrace his doctrine upon convic- 
tion, and who by thoso prejudices and corrupt affections 
would shut their eyes against the light, is here to manifest 
the thoughts of men's hearts by their actions. When Simeon 
adds, Kal gov dl avrijc t/^x^v SteXevtrcrai po/w^ata, and a sword 
shall pass through thine own soul; though grief is said to 
pierce as with a sword, both in profane authors and in 
the Psalmist, xlii. 10. yet, seeing this comes not up to the 
height of this expression, this seemeth rather to respect 
her martyrdom, or being taken away by death, saith Epi- 
phanius,.wc ylypawrai, as it is written, A sword shall pass 
through her soul, or herself (Haeres. 78. §. 32.) 

j-20-j y en 3(j^ 37. Anna, a prophetess, of the tribe ofAser, a 
widow of about eighty-four years, 'ml ovk a^hraro curb rov 
hpov, and she departed not from the temple, but served God 
with fastings and prayers night and day.] Note, (1.) that 
this fourscore and four years must be reckoned, not from 
the beginning of her widowhood, but of her life, otherwise 
she must be a very decrepit woman, not able to fast after 
this manner; and (2.) she is said to be always in the tem- 
ple, because she was so constantly there at the hours of 
prayer: so Aaron and his sons are bid not go out of the 
door of the tabernacle, (Lev. x. 7.)i. e. not to do it during 
the time of their ministry. 

[ 21 ] Ver. 38. 'EXaXet irzpi ovtov Tram rote Trpoa&xofiivoiQ 
Xvtquxtlv iv 'Upovcrakrjfx, She spake of him to all that looked 
for redemption in Jerusalem.] This being the time when the 
whole Jewish nation was looking for the consolation of 
Israel, ver. 25. for redemption here, and even the scribes 
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and pharisccs expected that the kingdom of God should im* 
mediately appear; and this being, say Tacitus* andSueto- 
nius,f the old and constant opinion which had obtained 
through the east; " ut eo temporo Judac& profceti rerum 
potircntur," that some, or rather one, out of Judea shoidd 
obtain the government of the world, as Joscphus hath it; 
we may bo certain that the Jews of that ago did so inter- 
pret the prophecies concerning their Messiah, as agreeing 
only to the time when our Christ did come, and when 
Simeon was assured by the Holy Ghost that this Messiah 
was to come. This, saith Joscphus,;}: rroWoi tQv ao<j>u>v, 
many of our wise men gathered from the sacred oracles. 
And indeed this seemed so certain, that though they rejected 
our Jesus, yet the fable soon obtained among them, that 
their Messiah was or might be come, though for a season 
he lay hid, by reason of their sins ; as we learn from Try- 
pho,§ and the Targum|| of Jonathan. 

Vcr. 40. Kai itcQaTaiovTO Trvtv^an.] Here, saith Dr. Mills, 
Trvtifxan, adjectum est ex hujus evangelio, (cap. 1. 80. Pro- 
leg, p. 44.) not only against the reading of Theophylaet, 
and all the versions, but against the fierce dispute betwixt 
the Arians and the orthodox about these words; the Arians 
objecting that he, who increased in spirit, could not be 
God; some of the orthodox answering, that this related 
only to Christ'shuman nature, viz. Athanasius, Epiphanius, 
Ambrose, Cyril Alex, and Fulgentius ; and others, that he 
thus waxed strong in spirit, not in his own person, but in 
the person of the church, or in the demonstration of the 
Spirit; as Origen, and many others cited by Maldonate on 
the place, but none of them questioning this reading ; for 
Titus Bostrensis, the only father produced by the doctor,' 
is by Dr. Cave proved to be spurious. 

[ 22 ] Vcr. 46. MtO y fiptipag roue, After three days they found 
hhn.]i.e. The third day, for they journeyed one day, re- 
turned to Jerusalem the second, and found him the third. 

Vcr. 47. 'E7rl ry avviaH kol diroKpiatrnv avrov, At his under- 
standing and answers.] As the word diroKpivoiiai often sig- 
nifies only to speak, both in the Old and New Testament, 
and so is often used by the Septuagint, to Answer to dabar 
in the Hebrew; so also doth the noun diroKptmg in these 
words, Deut. i. 22. They shall bring us word; Sept. diro- 
tcpimv. Here then being no mention of any questions put 
to Christ, or of any answers he gave to the doctors, the 
words may be rendered thus, They were amazed at his un- 
derstanding and speeches. 

[ S3 ] Vcr. 49. 'Ev rote tov Ilarpoc f*ov SfT uvai jxb, I ought to 
be in my Father's house.'] So Origen, Dionysius, Alexan- 
drinus, Titus Bostrensis, Chrysostom, Euthymius, and 
Theophylaet. Sec Dr. Hammond here : for as lv rote tov 
Atoc, in Josephus, is, to be in the temple of Jupiter, so to bo 
lv rote tov Uarpog fiov, must signify to be in the temple of his 
Father, where they found him. 

[ 24 ] Ver. 52. Kol 'Iijaouc irpoiKoirTt aofyly, &c. And Jesus 
increased in wisdom, and stature, &c] Vain hence is the 
conclusion of Woltzogenius, that Christ could not be God, 
because he cannot wax strong in spirit, cither by advancing 
in the perfections of his mind, or by the teachings of the 

• Tacit. Hist. lib. ▼. p. 621. t Suet.inVespas. cap. 4. 

t DeBel.Jud.lih.Vii.p. 961. 

$ XgirrSc Ji ft x&l ytyirnrat xal *Vti «w, ayvoorrk.irTt, &c, Trjph. Dial. p. 226. 
H "To aatem, Cbrisle Israelis, qai abscoaditos es propter peocala coctus, Sion 
Ibi fentnmm est regnnm." la Mich. 



Spirit, as Christ did, or increase in wisdom; this being 
spoken of Christ, according to his human nature ; these 
being, say the fathers,* ttjc dvOponroYirroc SiTjy/j^ara, the indi- 
cations of humanity, and are to be understood tzar av%pw- 
irtvr\v $vxnv f according to his human soul: and though tho 
Xoyoc was united to the human soul from his conception, 
yet might the Divinity, or the Holy Ghost, manifest itself 
to the human nature as it thought fit, and by degrees insi- 
nuate into it its gifts and illuminations, as St. Luke here 
teachcth; so that we need not say with others, Christ did 
not really increase in wisdom, but only seem to others so 
to do : for seeing the evangelist here joins three things to- 
gether, his increase in age and stature, in favour with men, 
and wisdom, as he increased truly and literally in the two 
first, so seems he to have done also as to his wisdom, and 
the endowments of his mind. 

CHAP. III. 

1. J^l OW in the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius 
Pilate being governor for jprocMrafor^) of Judea, and Herod 
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip (being) 
tctrareh of Iturea and of the region of Traehonitis, and 
Lysanias (being) tctrareh (i.e. governor of a fourth di- 
vision of tlie kingdom, named) of ( the city Abyla) Aby- 
lene, 

2. [*] Annas and Caiaphas being the high-priests (to 
whom was committed the civil and ecclesiastical government 
of the Jews according to their laws; Annas being the ruler 
of the people, Acts xxiii. 5. and Caiaphas the father of the 
Sanhedrin), [ 2 ] tho word of God came to John, the son of 
Zacharias, in the wilderness. 

3. And he (having received this commission from God) 
came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the bap- 
tism of repentance for (procuring to them) the remission 
of (their) sins: 

4. ( And he came) as it is written in the book of the 
words of Esaias tho prophet, saying (of him, xl. 3. This 
is) the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight (for the 
coming of the king Messiah). 

5. [ 3 ] Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain 
and hill shall be brought low; and (the ivays that are) 
crooked shall be "made straight, and the rough ways shall 
be made smooth (as it nseth to be when great kings take a 
journey into any part of their dominions) ; 

6. [ 4 ] And all flesh shall see ( the Messiah, who is em- 
phatically styled, Isa. xlix. 6.1ii. 7. 10.) the salvation of 
God. (See note on ii. 30.) 

7. Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be 
baptized of him, (but more especially to ihepharisees and 
sadducees, Matt. iii. 7.) [ 5 ] O generation of vipers, who hath 
warned you to flee from the wrath (ivhicli is) to come 
(upon this nation) ? 

8. Bring forth therefore (if you indeed desire to escape 
this wrath) fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not for 
be not willing, in lieu of it) to say within yourselves, We 
have Abraham to our Father (and so by that have a suffi- 
cient right to the blessi?igs of the Messiah, promised to him 
and his seed): for I say to you, That (if ye repent not, you 

* Epipb. Ancbor. i. 38. Orig. torn. i. in Matt. p. SSO. 
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are to be cut off; and think not tliat you being so, no chil- 
dren of Abraham will be found to whom this promise can, 
be made good; for) God is able of these. stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. (See note on Matt, iii. 9.) 

9. And (to excite you to this repentance, know that even) 
now also the axe is laid to the root of the trees : every tree 
therefore that bringeth not forth good fruit is (to be) hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. 

10. And the people asked him, saying, What shall we 
do then (to prevent or avert this ruin)? 

11. He answereth and saith to them, He [^] that hath 
two coats, let him impart to him that hath none ; and he 
that hath meat, let him do likewise (i. e. he prescribed to 
them an extensive charity to all that wanted what they had 
to spare). 

12. Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said 
to him, Master, what shall we do (to escape this wrath) ? 

13. And he saith to them, [ 7 ] Exact no more than that 
which is appointed you (to receive). 

14. And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, 
And what shall we do? and he said to them, Do [*] violence 
to no man* neither p] accuse any (man) falsely (or, op- 
press no man); but (and) be content with your wages. 

15. And as the people were in expectation (of the pro. 
mised Messiah), and ( so) all men mused in their hearts of 
John, [ 10 ] whether he were the Christ, or not ; 

1G. John answered (their surmises by) saying to them all, 
I indeed baptize you with water (and by that baptism 
call you to repentance, to fit you to believe on the Messiah, 
who will suddenly reveal himself); but one mightier than I 
cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to un- 
loose (i. e. whose servant I am not worthy to be) : he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire. (i. e. in 
the symbol of fire): 

17. ( And he will come as one) whose fan is in his hand, 
and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat 
into his garner; but the chaff ho will burn with fire un- 
quenchable. 

18. And many other (such) things in his exhortation 
preached he to the people. 

19. But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for 
Herodias his brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils 
which Herod had done, 

20. Added yet this above (them) all, that he shut up 
John in prison. 

21. Now when all the people were baptized, it came to 
pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the hea- 
ven was opened, 

22. And the Holy Ghost descended (hovering) in [ u ] a 
bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from 
heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son ; in thee I am 
well pleased. 

23. And Jesus himself ( when he was baptized) [ 12 ] began 
to be about thirty years of age, being, as (it) was sup- 
posed, the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli, 

24. Which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of 
Levi, which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of 
Janna, which was the son of Joseph, 

25. Which was the son of Mattathias, which was the son 
of Amos, which was the son of Naum, which was the son 
of Esli, which was the son of Nagge, 

2G. Which was the son of Maath, which was the son of 
vol. v. 



Mattathias, which was the son. of Semei, which was the 
son of Joseph, which was the son of Juda; 

27. Which was the son of Joanna,, which was the son of 
Rhesa, which was the son of Zorobabel, which was the. 
son of Salathiel, which was the son of Neri, 

28. Which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of 
Addi, which was the son of Cosam, which was the son. of. 
Elmodam, which was the son of Er, 

29. .Which was the son of Jose, which was the son of 
Eliezer, which was the son of Jorim, which was. the son 
of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, 

30. Which was the son. of Simeon, -which was. the son 
of Juda, which was the son of Joseph, which was the son 
of Jonan, which was the son of Eliakim, 

31. Which was the son of Melea, which was the son of 
Menan, which was the son of Mattatha, which was the 
son of Nathan, which was the son of David, . 

32. Which was the son of Jesse, which was the son of 
Obed, which was tho son of Booz, which was the son of 
Salmon, which was the son of Naasson, 

33. Which ;was the son of. Aminadab, which was the 
son of Aram, which was the son of Esrom, which was 
the son of Phares, which was the son of Juda, 

34. Which was .the son of Jacob, which was the son of 
Isaac, which was the son of Abraham, which was the son 
of Thara, which was the son of Nachor. 

35. Which was the son of Saruch, which was, the son 
of Ragau, whiclrwas the son- of Phaleg, which was the 
son of Heber, which was the son of Sala, 

36. Which was the son of Cainan, which was the son of 
■Arphaxad, which was the son of Sera, which was the son 
of Noe, which was the son of Lamech, 

37. Which was the son of Mathusala, which was the 
son of Enoch, which was the son of Jarcd, which was the 
son of Maleleel, which was the son of Cainan, 

38. Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of 
Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of 
God. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. III. 

[*] Ver. 2. 'Elf apx"j^ wv "Avva koI KaVa^a, Annas and 
Caiaphas being high-priests.'] It is a rule of the Jews, that 
they do not constitute two high-priests together ; and yet we 
have not only mention in Josephus* of Jonathan and Ana- 
nias, Ananus and Jesus, as high-priests at the same time, 
but also of a (naaig rwv apx i *p£<° v > a contention of the high- 
priests against the priests and chief Jews; and mention of 
one Jesus, as yepatrarog twv apx iB P^ 0)V >f ^ ie eldest of the 
high-priests after Ananus. There were then doubtless 
many that bore that name, even all that ever had been so; 
as we still call them colonels and captains, who once bore 
those offices; and especially those of them, who were rulers 
in the great Sanhedrin, their supreme civil judicature. 
But then they being many, why are these two only men- 
tioned as high-priests? to this Mr. Seldcn answers, That 
as in the first verse St. Luke had given an account of their 
external government by tetrarchs and procurators, so in 
this he gives an account of that civil and sacred govern- 

* De Bello Jud. lib.ii. cap. £1. lib. iv. cap. 18. 
t Anliq. lib. xx. cap. 6. p. 696. De Bello Jud. lib. h. cap. 16. p. 878. 
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mcnt, which was left to bo managed by themselves, by the 
Sanhcdrin and high-priest; and because Annas was then 
their nasi, or prince of tho Sanhcdrin, whence he is called 
the ruler of the people, Acts xxiii. 5. and Caiaphas was 
high-priest that year, and, as ho conjectures, the father 
of the Sanhedrin; therefore they only arc here named, as 
having the chief authority, civil and sacred, in their 
hands. 

[*] "Eylvtro pnjia Otov Itt\ 'Iwavvnv, The word of God came 
to John.'] These are tho very words used of the prophets of 
the Old Testament, To prifxa Qtov o tylvcro ctt? 'Icpc/ifav, The 
word of the Lord came, or ivhich came, to Jeremiah, .i.2. 
Jv. 11. Ka* iyivtro \6yog Kvptov npbg 'Ic&kitiX, And the word 
of the Lord came to Ezekiel, i. 3. vi. 1. vii. 1. xii. 1. xiii. 1: 
xiv. 2. 12. and so it is said of tho rest. Shall we then 
think, that this forerunner of the Messiah spake the word 
of the Lord, as did the prophets of tho old testament; 
and that the prophets and apostles of the new testament, 
on whom tho Holy Ghost descended, to enable them to 
teach tho mind of Christ to all future ages of tho church, 
should not speak and write what they delivered as the'rule 
of faith by like Divino assistance? 

[ 3 ] Ver. 5. Tlacra papery? 7rXrjpa>3//arera(, kclI ttclv opog koi 
jiovvbg T<nruvii)9{i<rtTat, Every valley shall he filled up, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low*] These words 
refer to a known custom of great kings, who, when they 
travelled any whither, oSottoioc, waymen were sent before 
them to make plain their way, by filling up deep places, 
and levelling those that were high, and smoothing the 
places that were rough, and making straight the crooked. 
So Josephus saith, That when Titus came to* the wars,* 
TrpoTjyov filv (iamXiKoi, kol ttclv to GviifiayiKov, iv dig 6So7T<uoi, 
there went before him all the royal aids, and all the military 
men, and those who planed the ways. Thu^ the Targum 
upon Canticles saith, Tlie cloud went before the Israelites 
in the wilderness three days' journey , to take down the hills, 
and fill up the valleys before them, according to that of 
the Psalmist, lxviii. 4. rendered by the Greek 6So7r<mj- 
gcitz rig £7n/3£J3rjtcori Itt\ twv Sikt/xcJv; and by Ainsworth, 
from the Hebrew, Sollu, make a highway for him that 
rideth in the deserts, as the word Svafidg signifies, Numb. 
xxxiii. 48. 50. xxxvi. 13. Dcut. i. 1. Josh. v. 10. 2 Sam. 
iv. 7. : and this also do they still expect, when they return 
from their captivity. Thus Baruch saith, God hath com- 
manded, or appointed, TarruvovaSai ttiiv opog vi/^Xuv, koi $a- 
puyyag nX^povaOat tig ofxaXicFfibv Tijg yr\g, that every high 
mountain and bank of long continuance should be cast 
down, and every valley filled up, that Israel may go safely 
in the glory of God, v. 7. So that as^ when God led his 
people out of captivity, through the great desert to the land 
of promise, a higliway was made for him, riding in the 
cloud before them : so, when Christ conies to proclaim 
liberty to tho captives to sin and Satan, and lead them 
through the wilderness of this world to the heavenly Ca- 
naan, a voice is again heard in the wilderness, saying, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 8cc. 

[ 4 ] Ver. G. Ketl &/*rai traaa <rap£ to crwrfjotov tov Ocov, And 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.] These words arc 
cited from Isa. Hi. 10. in which chapter the ancient Jews 
allow, that the prophet is speaking of the Messiah: the 

• De Bello Jad, lib. vi. cap. 6. p. 907. B. 



Targum on the thirteenth verso saying, Behold, my servant 
the Messiah shall be exalted; and the apostle applying the 
seventh verse to the preaching of the gospel, Rom. x. 15. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 7. rw///iara ix^vwv,0 generation of vipers.] What 
in St. Matthew, iii. 7. is said to be spoken to the pharisecs 
and sadducees, is here said to be spoken rote o^Xoig, to the 
multitude, coming forth to be baptized ; partly, because it 
was spoken to the pharisecs mixed with the multitude, 
and in their audience, and agreed to them, not only as be- 
ing generally of one of these two sects, but being also an 
adulterous generation, degenerated from the seed of Abra- 
ham to be the seed of the serpent. 

[^] ^er. 11. f O tx o)v 8uo x«*wvac /ueraSoro) xq> firi i%ovTC icai 6 
cX^v j3pw/Kn-a bfxoiwg -nouhw, He that hath two coats, let 
him give to him that hath none; and he Dial hath meat, let 
him do likewise.] The Baptist doth not here make it unlaw- 
ful to have two coats ; for Peter had two, Acts xii. 8. and 
Paul likewise, 2 Tim. iv. 13. but only saith, that ho that 
hath one coat, which his brother wants, and he at present 
doth not, should rather give it to him, than suffer him to be 
in want; and he that hath j3pw/iara Tnptaatvovra, meats above 
what he himself needs, should, in like cases, feed his hungry 
brother with it ; teaching us, that it is not lawful for. us to 
abound in those things which our brother wants, when we 
have sufficient both to relieve his and our own necessities. 
Nor could this precept seem hard to those philosophers, 
who taught that Ivi XQ% a ® ai X lTt ** vl T0V Stlarflai Suolv 7rp0Tijxr)' 
tIov, that it was better to use one coat , than to want two. 
(Stob. Ser.l. p. 18.) 

[*] Ver. 13. M>/Slv irXlov irapa to §iaTtTayp.lvov, ifuv trpao- 
(TfTc, Exact no more than that which is appointed you.] The 
office of the publicans was to collect the tribute-money, 
which in Greek is" Trpamiv $6povg, as in Thucydides and 
Athenzeus: and their name was infamous, saith Strabo, Sia 
rJjv -xXtovifyav, for their exacting more than they ought: 
saith Tacitus, ob illicitas exactiones, for their unjust ex- 
actions. (Sec the note on Matt. ix. 11.) And hence we 
sec the reason and the pertinency of this exhortation; it 
being not to be expected, that any one should begin to be 
good till he ceascth to be unjust. 

[ 8 ] Ver.14. MrjStva liaadaiTt, Do violence to no man. ],Th\s 
word primarily signifies to shake, and terrify by shaking, 
and so to force money from any, by fear of what they may 
suffer if they do not give it; and secondarily, V calumniis 
inscctari," *o calumniate a person, as in Aristophanes, in 
Equit. ver. 203. which is to shake his reputation, and so to 
render him obnoxious to a mulct. 

P] MijSc avKo<t>avT{}<rr)Tt, Nor accuse any man falsely.] This 
word answers to the Hebrew ptW, and signifies not only 
to accuse falsely, but to circumvent and oppress. So Gen. 
xliii. 18. We are brought in ? tov <xvKO(j>avTi)aai v^ag, that he 
may oppress us; Job xxxv. 9. 'A™ nXiftovg <rvKo<pavrovtU- 
vwv tcpaZovrai, TJiey shall cry for the multitude of oppres- 
sors: so Psal. Ixxii. 4. He shall break in pieces, ovKofyav- 
tt)v, the oppressor; Psal. cxix. 122. M?) <xuk'otf>avrr)<Tara><xtti> 
fit, Let not the proud oppress me; and, ver. 134. Deliver me 
airb <rvKO<pav7 tag, from the oppression of men; Prov.xiv.31. 
f O GwofyavTwv n(vi}Ta, He that oppresseth the poor, despiseth 
his Maker: so xxviii. 3. 1G. and Eccles. iv. 1. 1 saw iraaag 
Tag wKo^avrlag, all the oppressions that are under the sun, 
and beheld the tears tlov <tvko<P<ivtovh£vwv, of those that were 
oppressed^ and they had no comforter; and in the hands 
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twv <Tvko<j>avr6vvTvv, of those tvho did oppress them, there 
was strength. 

[io] Ver. 15. Mvirore avrbg *h 6 Xpiarog, Wliether, or if SO 
be, he were the Christ.] Of this sense of unirort, see note on 
2 Tim; ii. 25. ' _ 

[ n ] Ver. 22. Kai fcarajSijvat to aytov Trvtvfxa awfiaTiicy . ttSa, 
ixrti 7r£pi<rTBpav l7r\avTov, &c. And the Holy Ghost descended 
upon him in a bodily shape as a dove.] viz. As a dove uses to 
descend upon any thing, hovering, and overshadowing it: 
for that this relates not to the bodily shape, as if that had 
resembled a dove, but to the descent of that bodily shape, 
is evident from this, that had it related to the first, ii should 
have been dxrei irtptarepag, as of a dove, not uxrel Trept&rtpav, 
as a dove: so Acts ii. 3. there appeared to them cloven 
tongues, dxnl rrvpbg, as of fire. This bodily shape seems 
rather to have been that of light, or a bright cloud, in which 
God usually appeared under the old testament, and from 
which he spake, and which is usually called /; SoJ-a tov 
Kvplov, the glory of the Lord. So when the voice here 
mentioned was uttered a second time, it is expressly said, 
that fi vetpzXri <pu>TuvTj linaklaa^v avrovg, a bright cloud over* 
shadowed or hovered over them, and a voice came from the 
clotid, Matt. xvii. 5. or, as St. Peter saith, /rom the magni- 
ficent glory, 2 Pet. i.17. and this Holy Spirit might here be 
said to descend after the manner of a dove, because that 
bird was anciently by the Jews looked upon as the symbol 
of the Holy Spirit : so Cant. ii. 12. Tlie voice of the turtle is 
heard; that is, saith theChaldee paraphrast, NtfTlp*"IN">n 
bp, the'voice of the Holy Ghost. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 23. Kal avrbg %vo 'Ijj<tovc wau hwv rpiaKOvrd apxo- 
fievog, And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years' of 
age.] i. e. He was entering into his thirtieth year, when he 
was thus baptized, and consecrated to his office. It is 
therefore certain from the first verse, that in the fifteenth 
year of Tiberius, our Lord was but beginning or entering 
upon the thirtieth year of his age : and then he suffering, as 
all agree, in the nineteenth year of Tiberius, could be but 
thirty-three years and a half when he was crueified. I 
know the critics say, that fiv apxofitvog £>v, is a tautology ; 
but £>v belongs not to this, but the following sentence ; wv 
wg IvopiZtTo, being,- as was supposed, the son of Joseph. 
They add, that it is not rightly said, apxofiai Irwv Tptatcovra ; 
but if itpxofitvog rixvr\g, i. e. airb rixvrjg, in Plato,* be good 
Greek, why may not apxofitvog trwv rptaKOvra, i. e. an 
trwv rptaKovra, be good Greek in St. Luke? Moreover, 
let apxofizvog here be put absolutely for Christ's beginning 
his office, and the sense will run thus, That Jesus was then 
about thirty years of age when he began his office. And 
if we consider, that this was the age appointed for the 
Levites to begin the service of the sanctuary ; that John 
the Baptist began his office at that age ; and that all the 
ancients f do agree in this, That our Lord entered on his 
office in the thirtieth year of his age ; yea, that Irenaeus 
and Euscbius justify this Greek against our critics ; and 

* DeLegib. 

t ^Hv it WeE; ifxJ>[Mt9t Ivl re &avTio-fXA &c IrZy X'. Clem. AI. Strom, p. 340. " Ad 
baptismam venit nondam qui triginta annos irapleterat, sed qoi inceperat esse tan- 
qaam Irigmta annorum." Iren. Jib. ii. cap. 39. *Ap^f*ivoff isytl irsh Tgufxovra \<a\ 
ri *lvarfw Banno-fAo, vra^tyUirai, Easeb. lib. i. cap. 10. " Et ipae eral Jesus inci- 
pient." Orig. bom. in 28. in Luc am. *E#*irnV0>j Ivtw 'iofiAnt vrthyu* rov Tftax&rov 
Irtvt rnt i* a-AfKt >*?««»;, mark Aovjmi, ?f Js *In«y; app^o/wivo; wa-il lrS>¥ A'. Bpipb. 
Her. 51. n. $4. Vide Ignat. Ep. Interp. ad Trull. $. 10. Hieroo. in Ezek. cap. 1. 
Tbeopli. in locum. 



some of them take this for granted upon the authority of 
St. Luke ; all this will justify our version. And- then im- 
possible is it to be true, that our Lord suffered in the 
thirty-eighth; or, as Irenaeus saith, lived either till fifty, 
or between forty and fifty, as he proves from the testimony 
of the disciples of St. John in Asia, declaring, " idipsum 
eis tradidisse Johannem;" they did this, not by conjecture 
from the countenance of Christ, but by tradition from thJt 
month of the apostle John; yea, that some of them heard, 
f€ haee eadem," the very same things from the mouth of other 
apostles, " et testantur de hujusmodi relatione,-' and give 
in testimony to this relation. Now Irenaeus had laid down 
this as certain, that Christ " per omnem venet oetatem," 
passed through all ages, that he might sanctify them all, 
i.e. infants, little ones, boys, young men, *{ et seniores" 
and old men: he therefore, saith he, was made, "infanti- 
bus infans, sanctificans infantes," an infant to sanctify them 
of that age; " juvenibus juvenis," to young men, whose age 
(saith he) begins at thirty, and extends to forty, he ivas 
made a young man, being baptized in his thirtieth year; 
and this he proves from Scripture^ and the confessions of 
the Valentinians and gnostics, against whom he disputes. 
He goes on, and says, "sic et senior senioribus," sowashe 
made an old man for the sake of them; for (saith he) from 
the fortieth or fiftieth year y man's life declines " in aetatein 
seniorem/' in old age; " quam habens Dominus noster do- 
cebat, sieut evangelium et omnes seniores testantur," to 
which age our Lord having obtained, taught, as the gospel 
and all the seniors testify — the gospel in those words of the 
Jews, Tlioa art not yet fifty years old, (John viii. 57.) and 
the seniors,. as having received it by tradition from the 
mouth of John and of other apostles.. Who sees not now, 
that Irenaeus both doth, and, by his gradation from infants 
to young men, and from young men to old, was obliged to 
assert, that our Lord taught after the age of forty, if riot 
till he was fifty years old ; and that this was the tradition 
he speaks of, as received by the elders from the mouth of 
St. John and other apostles? 

CHAR IV. 

1. AND Jesus, being full of the Holy Ghost, returned 
from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 

2. Being [*] forty days (invisibly) tempted of the devil. 
Arid in those days he did eat nothing (nor was he hungry): 
and (but) when they were ended, ho afterward hungered. 

3. And (then) the devil (visibly appearing) said to him,* 
If thou be the Son of God, command this stone (this heap 
of stones) that it may be made bread. 

4. And Jesus answered him, saying, (TJiere is none- 
cessity of that, for) [ 2 ] it is written, That man shall not liv6 
by bread alone, but by every (thing appointed to feed him 
by the) word of God. . 

5. And (then) the devil, taking him up into a high 
mountain, shewed him (as in a map) all the kingdoms of 
the world in a moment of time, 

6. "And the devil said unto him, All this power (i. e. the 
power of these kingdoms) will I giv6 thee, and the glory of 
them: for that is delivered to me, and to whomsoever I 
will I give it. 

7. If thou therefore wilt [ 3 ] worship me, all shall be 
thine. 

2S2 
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8. And Jesus answered and said to him, Get thee behind 
me, Satan : for it is written, Thou shalt worship tho Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

9. And (then) he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him 
on a pinnacle (or battlement) of the temple, and said to him, 
If thou be tho Son of God, cast thyself down from hence : 

10. For it is written, (Psal. xci. 11.) He shall give his 
angels charge over thee, to keep thee : 

11. And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at 
any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

- 12. And Jesus answering said to him, It is said, Thou 
shalt not tempt (i.e. distrust) the Lord thy God (as I 
should do, if; after a voice from heaven, saying to me, Thou 
art my beloved Son, I should require any farther experiment 
of that truth). * . .. 

. 13. And when the devil had ended all the (se) tempta- 
tions, he departed from him for a [*] season. . 

14. And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into 
Galilee ;• and there went out a fame of him throughout the 
region round about. 

15. And (for)he taught in their synagogues, being glori- 
fied of all. 

1G. And he came to Nazareth, [ 5 ] where he had been 
brought up ; and, as [^ his custom was, he went into the 
synagogue on the sabbath, and [ 7 ] stood up for to read. 

17. And there was delivered to him the book of the pro- 
phet Esaias. And when he bad opened (i. e. unfolded) the 
book (the roll), he found the place where it was written, 
(Isa. lxi. 1.) 

18. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he (the 
Father) hath anointed me (with the Holy Ghost at my 
baptism, iii. 22.) to [?] preach the gospel to the poor (in 
spirit) ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, (who are in bondage to 
the law of sin and death, Horn. vii. 23.) and recovering of 
sight to the blind (Jevjs and pharisees,-who have eyes and 
see not, John ix. 40, 41. and the blind gentiles, Rom. ii. 19.) 
and to set at liberty those that are bruised (with the weight 
of their sins), 

19. To preach the [ 9 ] acceptable year of the Lord (the 
year of jubilee and rest, which was on that account very ac- 
ceptable to servants and debtors). . 

20. And he closed (or, folded up) the book, and gave it 
again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all 
them that were in the synagogue were fastened upon him. 

21. And he began to say to them, This day is this Scrip- 
ture fulfilled (which hath been read) in your ears. 

22. And (when he. had expounded to them how it was 
fulfilled) all bare him witness ( that so it was), and won- 
dered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son? 

23. And he^aid to them, You will surely say to me this 
proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard 
done at Capernaum, do also here in thy (own) country 
(i. c. do that at home, which it is famed thou hast done at 
Capernaum). 

24. And he said, Verily I say to you, No pTophetisfso 
well) accepted in his, own country, (as elsewhere, they 
finding exceptions against him either for his parentage, ver. 
22. or his kindred, Mark vi. 3, 4. or his habitation, John i. 
47. or his country, John vii. 52.) 

25. But I tell you of a truth, (you deserve for your in- 



fidelity to be dealt with as Elias dealt with the Israelites; 
for) many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when 
the heavens were shut up [ 10 ] three years and six months, 
when great famine was throughout all the land : 

2G. But to none of them was Elias sent, save to Sarepta, 
a city of Sidon, to a woman that was a widow. 

27. And (as in the case ofElisIia;for) many lepers were 
in Israel, in the time of Eliseus the prophet, and (but) 
none of them was cleansed, save Naaman the Syrian 
(even so now the gentiles are more worthy, to whom I should 
be sent, than yon Jews). 

28. And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these 
words, ["] were filled with wrath, 

29. And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led 
him to the brow of the hill, whereon their city was built, 
that they might cast him down headlong (thence). 

30. But he passing (miraculously) through the midst of 
them went his way, . 

31. And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, 
and taught them on the sabbath-days. . 

. 32. And they were astonishedat his doctrine; his word 
was (attended) with (the) [ 12 ] power (of miracles to con- 
firm it). 

33. And (for) in the synagogues there was a man, who 
had a spirit of an unclean devil, and (he) cried out with 
a loud voice, ■ . 

34. Saying, Let us alone; .what have we to do with thee, 
thou Jesus of Nazareth? Art thou come to destroy us 
(brfore the time)? I know thee who thou apt; (viz.) the 
Holy One of God. : v 

35. And (but) Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy 
peace, and come out of him. And when the devil had 
thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt 
him not. 

36. And they were all amazed, and spake among them- 
selves, saying, What a (wonderful) word is this! for 
with authority and power he commandeth the unclean 
spirits, and they come out. 

37. And the fame of him went out into every place of 
the country round about. 

... 38. And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into 
Simon's house. And Simon's wife's mother was taken with 
a great fever; and they besought him for her. 

39. And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and 
it left her: and immediately she arose and ministered to 
them. 

40. Now when the sun was setting ( and so the sabbath 
was ending), all they that had any sick with divers diseases 
brought them to him; and he laid his hands on every one 
of them, and healed them. > 

41. And devils also came out of many, crying out, and 
saying, Thou art Christ the Son of God. And he, rebuking 
them, suffered them not to speak (refusing* to receive tes- 
timony from them, though they spake the truth) : for they 
knew that he was Christ. 

42. And when it was day, he departed and went into a 
desert place : and the people sought him, and came to him, 
and (would have) stayed him, that he should not depart 
from them. 

•43. And (but) he said to them, I must preach the king- 
dom of God to other cities also : for therefore am I sent. 
44. And he preached in the synagogues of Galilee. 
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ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. IV. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 2. 'HME'PAS TtaaapaKOVTa irtipaZofxevog wro-rov 
SiajSoAov — ical avvrektaSttGutv avrvv, vvTtpov iirdvaa^ Being 
forty days tempted of the devil,— and token they were ended, 
he afterward hungered.] He- was tempted of the devil 
only inwardly, and invisibly, during those forty days ; after- 
ward by Satan appearing in a visible shape : for the devil 
came unto him, Matt. iv. 3. and departed from him, ver. 11. 
and tempted him to worship before him. Moreover, seeing 
Christ did eat nothing during those forty days and nights; 
they who, during the like number of days, abstain only 
from flesh, eating ,fish, and drinking wine plentifully on 
those days, do nothing less than imitate the example of 
Christ here : and seeing they cannot, for forty days, ovScv 
tjtayztv, eat nothing, they can be no more obliged in this to 
imitate our Lord than Elias. (See the note on Matt. iv. 2.) 
- [ 2 ] Ver. 4. riypcLTrrat, on ovk hr apry fiovy Zj\aiTai avSpa)- 
nog, aXX' IttI -navri pfyaTi Ocou, It is ivritten, Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every ivbrd of God.] The words 
in Deut. viii. 3. run thus: He suffered thee to hunger, and 
then fed thee with manna (a light aerial sort of food), 
giving thee as great strength and vigour from that, as from 
the bread and flesh thou didst eat in Egypt; and this he did, 
providing it miraculously every day, that he might teach 
thee (by this example) that man doth not live by bread 
only, but by every ivord of God; i. e. every thing that he 
shall please to command to give him nourishment; so that 
though I am now hungry, as they were, I have no need to 
work a miracle myself to satisfy my hunger, seeing I know, 
by this example, that God, though he suffer his children to 
want bread, yet will command some other thing to preserve 
them alive, and will himself rather work a miracle, than 
they shall want nourishment. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 7. 2v lav irpoatcvvnvyg Ivwrnqv jxov, If thou wilt ivor- 
ship before me: lav irtawv npoatevvn^g jioi, If thou wilt fall 
down, and worship me, Matt. iv. 9.] Hence Dr. Lightfoot 
collects, that it is the same thing to ivorship the devil, and 
before the devil; and so, in like manner, to worship before 
an image, and to worship an image: and this indeed is 
true, when that before which we worship is the object, and 
the reason of the worship, as in this case it would have 
been ; but it is otherwise, when that before which wo wor- 
ship is only a circumstance ; as when the Jews worshipped 
before the ark, or sanctuary, as Psal. xcix. 5. 9. exxxii. 7. 
the object of that worship being God, the ark only the cir- 
cumstance, to wit, the place of his peculiar residence ; and 
much less, when it is a mere accidental circumstance ; as 
when old Jacob worshipped God upon his bed, and so 
bowed down to some part of it. 

Ver. 8. *Yirayt on'taw fxov Sarava. See the defence of this 
reading, Examen Millii. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 13. 'Airzarri ait* airy axP 1 Katpov, He departedfrom 
him for a season.] Till the time of his passion; for then 
only he returned, John xiv. 30. and that was his hour, Luke 
xxii. 53. And if this enemy of mankind omitted no season 
of tempting Christ, we have reason to believe he will omit 
no opportunity of tempting ns. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 1(5. Kcrt tSXScv dg Trjv Na^aptS ov ?> T&pafifjiivog, 
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought tip.) 
That he, by his example/might teach us, saith Theophy- 



lact, first to teach and to do good to those of our own 
family and abode. 

[ 6 ] Kat elo-rjXfo Kara to tlwSbg avrt$ Iv r$ r\fiipa twv ■ <raj3- 
j3ara>v etc rrjv avvaya)y{]v* And, as his custom was, he went 
into the synagogue on the sabbath-day.] That 'the syna- 
gogue-worship was then loaded with rites and ceremo- 
nies of human invention, and that the manners of * those 
who met there were much corrupted, no man, who is ac- 
quainted with the Scriptures and the Jewish history, can 
doubt; and yet Christ, with his disciples, go customarily 
to these synagogues, as members of the church of Nazareth, 
every sabbath-day; and he joins with them in their wor- 
ship, condemning, by his example, the niceness of our 
sectaries. 

[*] Kat avi<rrr\ avayv&vai, Ver. 20. ml nrv^ag to ]3ij3Xioi> 

ka&crc, And stood tip to read. -And, closing the book, 

he sat down.] Here Christ conforms to the ceremonies 
of the Jewish doctors, who, in honour of the law and the 
prophets, stood up when they read them ; because^ as the 
law was given with reverence, so is it, say they, to be 
handled with reverence; and he sits down to teach; be- 
cause it was the custom in their schools and synagogues to 
do so. So the Targum on Judg, ii. 6. The wise men re- 
turned to sit in the houses of the synagogttes with their 
heads covered, and to teach the people the words of the 
law: so again, ver. 9. That this was our Lord's constant 
custom, when he taught the people, we learn from his own 
words, I sat daily teaching in the temple, Matt. xxvi. 55. 
and from his practice throughout the evangelists. (See 
Luke ii. 46. John viii. 2.) Moreover, the book which he 
read in, being made of skins of parchment sewed to each 
other, and joined to a stick, upon which it was rolled ; he 
that was to read unrolled it, till he came to the place where 
he was to read, and thiswas hvairTv^ai, to unfold 27;*and 
when he had done reading he did, nrvZat, roll it, up again, 
and gave it to the chasan, styled here, iirnpirrig, the minister 
of the synagogue. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 18. EvayytXiZtaSai 7TTo>xo7e, To preach the gospel 
to the poor.] To the humble, or poor in spirit, Matt. v. 3. 
(see note on Matt. xi. 5.) laaaaSat rovg avvTtTptufiivovg Trjv 
Kapdiav, to heal the broken-hearted; i. e. those who are so 
pierced in heart, and contrite in spirit for their sins, as to 
repent, and turn from them, Isa. lvii.15. Psal. xxxiv.18. 
Ii. 17. KT\pv^ai a\j(p.a\djToig afemv, preach deliverance to the 
captives, to the Jews in bondage to the law, Gal. iv. 9. to 
both Jew and gentile, under captivity to the law of sin, 
Rom. vii. 23. and recovering of sight to the blind Jews and 
Pharisees, who had eyes, and saw not, John ix. 40, 41. aud 
the blind gentiles, Rom. ii. 19. (see the note there); airo- 
GTttXai r&pavafiivovg Iv a(j>(aet, to set at liberty those that are 
bruised with the chain of their sins. (See Examen Millii 
here.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 19. Krjpv^at Ivlovtov Kvpiov Scktoi/, To preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord.] The year of jubilee and rest, 
when liberty was to be proclaimed throughout the land to 
all the inhabitants of it; (Lev. xxv. 8.) when debts were to 
be remitted, and possessions restored to the poor, the He- 
brew servant of the Jew set free, and he that was sold to a 
sojourner was to be redeemed, (ibid.) Hence this jubilee 
is by Josephus rendered ZXtvOtpta, liberty, and by Aquila, 
a<j)t(Ttg, remission; and that the Jews themselves thought 
this jubilee did signify a spiritual redemption, is proved by 
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Voisin dc Jubilneo, lib. i. cap. 2.: and the forty-second and 
sixty-first of Isaiah being, by the Jews themselves, inter- 
preted of the Messiah, (see Targum on Isa. xlii.l. and Sy- 
nopsis on Ixi. 1.) well might our Lord say, ver. 21. This 
day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

Ver. 23. That do, h ry TrarpiSi aov, in thy own country.] 
For though Nazareth and Capernaum were both in Galilee, 
yet Nazareth was in the lower Galilee; whereas Capernaum, 
being a Decapolitan city, was in Galilee of the gentiles, 
that is, in upper Galilee. . . 

[ l0 ] Ver. 25. 'EttI Itt\ rpla *d /urjvac ?£, When heaven teas 
shut up three years and six months.'] For Elias tarried a 
year at the brook Kerith, (1 Kings xvii.7.) and then in the 
.middle of the third year came to Ahab. (1 Kings xviii. 1.) 

[ n ] Ver. 28. Kat lirXfoSnaav iravrtg Svfxbv, And they were 
all filled with wrath.] When they heard Christ declaring 
them unworthy of the benefit of those miracles, which he 
had done at Capernaum ; and, by the instances of the Si- 
donianiwidow and Naaman the Syrian, plainly intimating, 
that this gospel should chiefly be received among the gen- 
tiles, they, in a furious zeal, seek to destroy him ; but he, 
by passing unseen through the midst of them, or restraining 
their violence, gave an instance of his Divine power. 

[ 12 J Ver. 32. 'Ev ifcwwq »> © \6yo$ avrov, For his word 
was with power.] That is, either as being confirmed by his 
miracles; so with great power gave the apostles testimony 
to the resurrection of the Lord, Acts iv. 33. Mark xvi. 20. 
(See note on Matt. vii. 29.) or he taught them as'a prophet 
sent from God, and delivering his message to them, which; 
from the time of the prophets, had not been done; whence 
it was usually said by the Jews of the times of Ezra, Hi- 
therto the prophets, the wise men follow, (see 1 Mace. ii. 27. 
xiv. 41.) and of a difficult question, We leave it undecided 
till a prophet shall arise, (1 Mace. iv. 46.) and when Christ 
came, they say, A great propliet is risen up among us, (Luke 
vii. 16.) and inquire of him, iroiq IZovalq, by what extra- 
ordinary authority he did these things, and tvho gave him 
ihat authority? (Matt. xxi. 23.) 



CHAP, v; 

1. jcV.ND it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon 
him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gen- 
nesaret, 

2. And saw two ships standing by (the shore of) the 
lake ; but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were 
washing (Gr. having washed) their nets. 

3. And he entered into one of the ships, (viz. tltat) which 
was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out (the 
ship) a little from the land. And (this being done) he sat 
down, and taught the people out of the ship. 

4. Now when he had left speaking (to the people), he 
said to Simon, Launch out into the deep, and letdown your 
nets for a draught (of fishes). 

5. And Simon answering said to. him, Master, we have 
toiled all the night, and have taken nothing : nevertheless 
at thy word I will let down their net. 

G. And when they had done this, they enclosed a great 
multitude of fishes ; and the net brake. 

7. And they (finding this) beckoned to their partners, 
which were (now) in the other ship, that they should come 



and help them. And they came, and filled both ships so 
(full), that they began to sink (with the weight of the 
fishes). 

8. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' 
knees, saying, Depart from me ; for I am a [ l ] sinful man, 
O Lord, (and so unworthy of the presence of so Divine a 
person as I perceive thou art. 

9. TJiis he spake from a great sense of the majesty of 
Christ -,) for he was astonished, and all that were with him, 
at the draught of fishes which they had taken : 

10. And so were, also James and John, the sons of Ze- 
bedee, which were partners with Simon ( and were in the 
other ship). And (but) Jesus said to Simon, Fear not; 
from henceforth thou shalt catch men; (i.e. shaltbe instru- 
mental to draw men into the net of the gospel, see Acts 
ii. 41.) 

11. And when they had brought their ship to land, they 
forsook all (their other business), and followed him. 

12. And it came to pass, when he was in (the confines of) 
a [ 2 ] certain city, (to ivit, Capernaum, Mark ii.l.) behold a 
man ( was there) full of leprosy r who seeing Jesus fell on 
his face, and besought him, saying. Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean. 

13. And he put forth his hand, and [ 3 ] touched him, 
saying, I will : be thou clean. And immediately the le- 
prosy departed from him. 

14. And he charged him to tell no man: but (or, and 
said to him) go, and shew thyself to the priest (first), and 
[ 4 ] offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses commanded, 
for a testimony to them (that thou art- cleansed from thy 
leprosy). 

15. But so much the more (did he divulge it, so that 
thence) went there a fame abroad of him : and great multi- 
tudes came together to hear (him), and to be healed by 
him of their infirmities. 

16. And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and 
prayed (Gn lie was withdrawn into the wilderness, and 
praying). 

17. And it came to pass on a certain day, as (that) he 
was teaching, that (Gr. and) there were pharisees and 
doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out "of 
every town of Galilee, and Judea, and Jerusalem ; and the 
[ 5 ] power of the Lofd was present (with him) to heal them 
(who came to be healed of their infirmities, ver. 15.) 

18. And, behold, men brought in a bed a man that was 
taken with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him 
in (to the house), and lay him before him. 

19. And when they could not find by what way they 
might bring him in because of the multitude, they went up 
on the housetop, and let him down through the tiling, with 
his couch, into the midst (of the people) before Jesus. 

20. And when he saw their faith, he said to him, Man, 
thy sins are forgiven thee. 

21. And the scribes and pharisees began to reason, 
saying, Who is this who speaketh (these) blasphemies, 
(making himself God? for) who can forgive sins, but God 
alone ? 

22. But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he an- 
swered and said to them, (For) what (cause) reason ye 
(thus) in your hearts ? 

23. (For) whether is easier to say, Thy sins be forgiven 
thee ; or to say (effectually, that wliich is a certain indica- 
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tion, that the punishment of them is; remitted, viz.) Rise up 
and walk ? 

24. But ( I choose to say the first) that ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins: 
(tlmt) he said unto the sick of the palsy, I say unto thee, 
Arise, and take up thy couch, and go to thine house. 

25. And immediately he arose up before them, and took 
up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, 
glorifying God. 

2G. And they (who saw this) were all amazed, and they 
glorified God, and were filled with fear, saying, \Yc have 
seen strange things to-day. 

27. And after these things he went forth, and saw a pub- 
lican, named [ 6 ] Levi (or Matthew), sitting at the receipt 
of custom : and he said to him,F ollow me. 

28. And he left all ( his toll-business, and) rose up (in- 
stantly), and followed him. 

29. And Levi made him a great feast in his own house : 
and there was a great company of publicans and others 
that sat down with him (and his disciples, Matt. ix. 10.) 

30. But [ 7 ] their scribes and pharisees (i. e. the scribes 
and pharisees of that place) murmured against his disci- 
ples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and 
sinners ? 

31. And Jesus answering said to them, (This is done, 
because they most need my help, for) they that are. whole 
need not the physician; but they that are sick. 

32. (And this suits best with tht reason. of my advent, 
for) I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance. : 

33. And they (who followed John, Matt. ix. 14.) said to 
him, Why do (we) the, disciples of John fast often, and 
make prayers, and likewise the disciples of the pharisees ; 
but thine eat and drink (on our fasting-days)? 

34. And he said to them, Can yc (reasonably) make 
the children of the bridechamber (or guests of a marriage- 
feast) fast, while the bridegroom is with them ? 

35. But the days will (shortly) come, when the bride- 
groom shall (by death) be taken from them, and then they 
shall fast in those days. 

36. And he spake also a parable to them (relating to the 
same purpose, saying), No man puttetha piecc.of new gar- 
ment upon an old (garment): if otherwise, then both the 
new makcth a (fresh) rent, and the piece that was taken 
out of the new agrccth not with the old. 

37. And ( in like manner) no man puttcth new wine into 
old bottles ; else (or, if so) the new wine will burst the 
bottles, arid be spilled, and the bottles will perish. 

38. But new wine must he put into new bottles; and (so) 
both are preserved : (even so my young disciples, taken not 
from the schools, but from their fishing-trades, must not pre- 
sently be put to severe tasks, for which they are not yet 
strong enough, lest they should be discouraged, and fall off 
from, me.) 

39. No man also having drunk old wine (which is smooth, ' 
grateful to the palate, and agreeable to the stomach,) 
straightway desires (toexchangeit for )ncw (which is harsh 
to the palate, and, by reason of the lee in it, offensive to the 
stomach): for he saith, The [ 7 ] old is better ; ( even so my raw 
disciples must not be presently engaged in those austerities 
of life, which may be offensive to them at the first, but, by 
degrees, be brought to observe them.) 



ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. V. 

[*] Ver. 8. "E&EA0E ott' Ijuov, Sri avrip afiapr<A6c ei/ut, 
Kvpte, Depart from me : for I am a sinful man, O Lord.'] Not 
in that famous sense in which the sinner is joined with pub- 
licans and heathens, and denotes one who hath cast off the 
fear of God, and given up himself to wickedness ; for this 
his fear was an indication of a religious mind. Moreover, 
hence it is probable, that St. Peter had higher apprehen- 
sions of Christ than of a mere man, seeing, of old, men 
were only struck with such a fear from the presence of the 
Divine Majesty, or of some angels delivering their message 
in his name. (Gen. xxxii. 30. Judg. vi. 22. xiii. 22. Isa. 
vi.5.) 

[*] Ver. 12. 'Ev r>J /uf^t twv 7r<JXtwv, WJien he was in one of 
the cities.] i. e. When he came down from the mount, (Matt. 
viii. 2.) being about to enter into Capernaum, (into which 
he entered after he had healed the leper, Mark ii. 1.) a leper 
meets him in the field <Xf that city, the law not admitting 
such to come into a city ; he is therefore here said to be in 
the city, as being in the field near to it: so, to be in Je- 
richo, Josh, v. 13. is to be in the field of Jericho, or by Je- 
richo ; and to smite them begibajo?iin Gibeion, Josh.x. 10. 
is to do it in the fields of Gibeon. This leper came to him, 
7nawv l7ri 7r/)0(Twirov, bowing down with Ms face to the earth, 
saith Luke here; -KooaKvvwv, worshipping, Matt. viii. 2. yo- 
vu7urwv, bending his knees, Mark i. 40. : so, Luke viii. 41. 
Jairus came to him, -Ktawv irapa noSae, falling down at his 
feet ; irpocncovwvy Matt. ix. 18. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 13. "H^aro avrov, He touched him.] To shew, that 
he, being a prophet, was not obliged to observe the punc- 
tilios of the ceremonial law. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 14. Offer for thy cleansing.] Pious here is the note 
of Thcophylact, thatjueS' one KaSapiaOri, afZt6gk<m7rpo(T<p£puV 
to Swpov then only isa man fit to offer to God his gift, when 
lie is cleansed from his sin. Hence the unclean person, who 
came into the sanctuary, was, by 'the* law of Moses, to be 
cut off from his people, Numb, xix.20* 

[ 5 ] Vcr/17. Kai 8vva/x(c Kvplovfiv uq to laaOat avTOve, And 
the power of the Lord was present to heal them.] Who came 
to be healed of their infirmities, ver. 15. not the pharisees 
and lawyers, who had no faith to be healed, and perhaps no 
need of it ; it being a known rule, that pronouns often do 
refer not to the immediate precedent, but the remoter 
noun. So Matt. xi. 1. he taught, ev rate woXemv avrwv, not 
in the cities of his disciples, for they had none, but of the 
Jews : so Psal. xcix. 8. Thou answeredst them, Moses and 
Aaron, ver. 6. and tookest vengeance on theirinventions, i. e. 
the inventions of the people. (See Matt. xii. 9. Acts xv. 
11. sec Glass, de Pronom. lib. iii. Tr. 2. Can. 10.) 

[ 6 ] Ver. 27; TeXdjvriv 6vo/ian Keviv, A publican named Levi.] 
That this Levi was not the same with Matthew, mentioned 
Matt. ix. 9. Grotius, and those who follow him, conceive, 
(1.) because Matthew never calls himself Levi, nor doth 
Mark (ii. 14.) or Luke ever call Levi, Matthew : to which 
argument St. Jerome * answers, that Matthew, out of mo- 
desty, and in remembrance of his former life, styles him- 
self Matthew thepublican, (x. 3.) but Mark and Luke never 
call him the publican, but mention his more honourable 

• In Matt. ix. 9. 
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name, " ne antiquoe conversations recordantcs " lest they 
should seem to reproach him by remembering his former con- 
versation ; it is enough that St. Mark calls his Levi the son 
of Alpheus, as Matthew is in church-history said to bo 
the son of Alpheus : as therefore Saul, after his conver- 
sion, is almost always called Paul, so might Matthew the 
publican by these two evangelists be called Levi. (2.) He 
adds, that Hcraclcon, who was near to the apostles* time, 
reckons Matthew, and Philip, and Thomas, and Levi, 
among them who had no occasion to own Christ before 
princes, or suffer martyrdom on that account, as Clemens 
of Alexandria testifies.* I answer, there is no regard to 
bo had to this Valentinian heretic, especially when he con- 
tradicts the opinion of all the ancients, in saying that Mat- 
thew, and Philip, and Thomas, did not suffer martyrdom. 
(See Dr. Cave in the Life of Matthew, p. 134. of Philip, 
p. 125. of St. Thomas, p. 1(39.) Against him we oppose 
the Apostolical Constitutions, introducing him speaking 
thus, 'Eyw MarOaToc 5c kcu Atvi, I Matthew, named also Levi; 
the testimonies of St. Jerome and Sophonius, in voccMat- 
tha3us, and others of the ancients. See Cotelerius in Con- 
.stit. Apost. p. 315. (3.) He adds, that when Celsus ob- 
jected that our Lord gathered publicans, Origenf confesses 
that Matthew was a publican, but he denies that Levi was 
so. To this it is answered, that the same Origcn, in his pre- 
face to the Epistle to the Romans, and in the place cited in 
the catence on St. Matthew, says expressly, that he whom 
St. Matthew styles by the name of Matthew the publican, is 
by St. Luke called Levi: (Sec another answer in Cotelerius, 
ibid.) In a word, sure it must be in vain to object against 
a history in Mark and Luke, where he is called Levi, so 
exactly agreeing with thatin St. Matthew, where he is called 
Matthew, that not a circumstantial difference can be dis- 
cerned ; insomuch that even Mr. Clcrc, who, in his an- 
notations, quarrels with Dr. Hammond for following an opi- 
nion confuted by Grotius, in his Harmony, is himself forced 
to do what he corrects Dr. Hammond for doing. His words 
are these, vidit publicamim cui nomen erat Levi, seu Mat- 
th(Bus. Moreover, that this Levi, being called, instantly left 
all, and followed Christ, both Mark and Luke attest: now 
this is the note of an apostle, Matt. xix. 27. (See also 
Examen var. Lect. Mill, in Matt. x. 3.) 

[J] Ver. 30. 'Eyuyyv^ov oi ypafifiaTug avrwv, Their scribes 
and pharisees murmured, saying, . Start; Wluj eateth?'] i. e. 
The scribes and pharisees, not the guests that sat down 
pur avriov, with them, ver. 29. (for then they must them- 
selves have been guilty of,the same crime, for which they 
murmured against Christ), but the scribes of the Jews; for 
what is here, their scribes, is absolutely, Mark ii. 1G. the 
scribes. So in their cities, Matt. xi. 1. is in the cities, not 
of Christ's disciples, but of the Jews; and he entered. el$ 
<rvvaywyy)v airtjv, into a synagogue of theirs, xii. 9. /. e. not 
into a synagogue of the pharisees to whom he spake, ver. 2. 
but of the Jews. Schmidius also here observes, that Sta- 
rt here is as much as, by what privilege? for dc ri and 
"wa ri denote the final cause, but Start the antecedent 
reason.. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 39. e O na\atb$ xpwrvTtpos ^™'j F° r h e with, Hie 
old is better.'] So Cicero, de Amicitiis, " vctcrrimse quae- 
quae, ut ea vina quae vetustatem ferunt, esse debent sua- 



* Strom, ir. p. 501. D. 502. 



t Lib. i. contr. Cclsnm, p. 48. 



vissimoe," old friendships, as old wines, are to be deemed 
the sweetest. 

Ver. 36. Ov <rvfi$wv& to lirtfiXyifia. See this reading de- 
fended, Examen Millii. 

CHAP. VI. 

1. AND it came to pass on the [*] second sabbath after 
the first (Gr. on the first sabbath after the second day of 
the feast of unleavened bread), that ho (Christ) went 
through the corn-fields/ and his disciples plucked the eaTS 
of corn, and did eat (of them), rubbing them in their 
hands. * 

2. And certain of the pharisees said to them, Why do 
ye that which (it) is not lawful to do on the sabbath-days? 

3. And Jesus answering them said, Have ye not read 
so much as this, (which is a case parallel to that of my 
disciples, viz.) what David did, when himself was a hun- 
gered, and they that were with him ? 

4. How he went into the house of God, and did take and 
cat the shew-bread, and gave also to them that were with 
him; which (bread by the letter of the law) it is hot lawful 
to eat, but for the priests alone? 

* 5. And (moreover) he said to them, That the Son of man 
is Lord also of the sabbath (i.e. he who came to save men's 
lives must have power, in such cases as concern the good and 
welfare of men, to dispense with the strict rest required by 
the law of the sabbath). 

G. And it came to pass also on another sabbath, that he, 
entered into a synagogue and taught: and there was a 
man whose right hand was withered. 

7. And the scribes and pharisees (having asked him, 
whether it was lawful to heal on the sabbath-day, Matt. xii. 
10.) watched him, whether he would heal on the sabbath- 
day; that (if he did so) they might find an accusation 
against him, (as one that kept not the sabbath-day, John 
ix. G.) 

8. But he knew their thoughts (or reasonings), and said 
to the man who hacl tho withered hand, Rise up, and stand 
forth in the midst (of the synagogue). And he arose and 
stood forth. . 

9. Then said Jesus to them, I will (also) ask you one 
thing; (viz.) Is it lawful on the sabbath-days to do good, 
or to do evil? to save life or to destroy it? 

10. And looking round about upon them all (and re- 
ceiving no ansioer from any of them), he said to the man, 
Stretch forth thy hand. And he did so: and his hand was 
restored .whole as the other. 

11. And they were filled with madness; and communed 
one with another what they might do to Jesus, (i.e. how 
they might destroy or punish him with death, for violating 
the sabbath, Matt. ix. 14.) 

12. And it came to pass in those days, that he went out 
to a mountain to pray, and continued all night in [ 2 ] prayer 
to God (Gr. lv ry Trpoatvxy rov Qtov, in God's house of 
prayer, or in a synagogue dedicated to his service). 

13. And when it was day, he called to him his disciples: 
and (out) of them he chose twelve (to be his constant at- 
tendants, and witnesses of his actions, John xv. 27.) whom 
also he named apostles ; (i. e. persons whom he woidd send 
to preach in his name to the Jews first, and after to the 
gentiles; 
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14. Viz.) Simon, whom he also named Peter, and An- 
drew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 

15. Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alpheus, 
and Simon called Zelotes, , . 

16. And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Tsca- 
riot, which also was the traitor. 

17. And he came down with them, and stood in the 
plain, and (with him were) the company of his disciples, 
and a great multitude of people out of all Judea and Jeru- 
salem, and from the sea-coast of Tyre arid Sidon, which 
came to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases; 

18. And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and 
they were healed. 

19. And the whole multitude (of them who came to be 
healed) sought to touch him : for there went virtue out of 
him, and healed them %ll(wko thus touched him). 

20. And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, 
[ 3 ] Blessed be ye (who are) poor (in spirit}: for yours is 
the kingdom of God. 

21. Blessed are ye that hunger now (after righteous- 
ness): for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now 
(with that godly sorrow which works repentance) : for ye 
shall (find that comfort which will make you) laugh. 

22. Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when 
they shall separate you from their company, and shall re- 
proach you, and shall cast out your name as evil (doers), 
for the Son of man's sake; (i.e. for the sake of the Mes- 
siah, styled by Daniel the Son of man, Dan. vii. 14.) 

23. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy : for, behold, 
your reward is great in heaven (your case being like, in 
this, to those holy prophets who are now in heaven) : for in 
the like manner did their fathers to the prophets. 

24. But woe to you that are rich (and by those riches 
are indisposed to follow me) ! for you have received your 
consolation (in this life). . 

25. Woe to you that are full ( and therefore do not hun- 
ger after righteousness)! for ye shall hunger. Woe to you 
that laugh now (when you are called to repentance, to fit 
you to receive the gospel)! for ye shall mourn and weep, 
(when ye find yourselves excluded from the kingdom of God, 
Matt. viii. 12.) . 

26. Woe to you, when [ 4 ] all ( the) men (of the world) 
speak well of you (this being a sign that you imitate those 
false prophets, who spake things pleasing to the people)! 
for so did their fathers to the false prophets. 

27. But I say to you that hear ( me), Love your enemies, 
do good to them that hate you, 

28. Bless them that curse you, and pray for them that 
despitefully use you. 

29. And to him that smiteth theo (with his palm) on the 
one cheek, offer ( i. e. permit) also the other (to be smit- 
ten); and him that taketh away thy cloak, forbid not to 
take thy coat also (rather than contend by force, or before 
the magistrate, about supportable injuries). 

30. Give to every (indigent) man that asketh of thee 
f- ^(xvhat he wants, and thou canst spare); and of him [ 5 ] that 

taketh away thy goods ask them not again, .(in a judi- 
ciary manner; see note on Matt. v. 42. or urge not the re- 
storing them to the detriment of charity, or so as to quar- 
rel, or shew a contentious spirit about them). 

31. And as you would that men should do to you, (in 
equal circumstances) do ye also to them likewise. 

vol. v. 



32. For if [ 6 ] ye love thern (only) that love you, what 
thank have ye? (i. e. what reward can ye expect for that 
which even the worst of men will do? ver. 35.) for sinners 
also love those that love them. , • > 

33. And if ye do good to them (only) which 'do good to 
you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the 
same. • , 

34. And if ye lend to them (only) of whom ye hope to 
receive (what ye lend), what thank have ye? for sinners 
also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 

35. But love ye your enemies, and do good; and [ 7 ] lend, 
(though) hoping for nothing again ; and your reward (in 
heaven) shall be great, and ye shall (shew yourselves to) be 
the children of the highest (God): for he is kind to the un- 
thankful and to the evil. 

36. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful. 

37. Judge not (unnecessarily), and ye shall not be 
judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: 
forgive (others their trespasses) and ye shall be forgiven 
(yours). 

38. Give, and it shall be given to. you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall 
[ 8 ] men give (by God's disposal, or Saxrovm, shall be given; 
see the note,) into your bosom. For with the same (liberal) 
measure that ye mete withal, it shall be measured to you 
(by God) again. (2 Cor. ix. 6. 8, 10.) , , . ...\ 

[To this sermon of Christ the evangelist here adds other 
things spoken by Christ at other times; but tending to en- 
gage men to observe these precepts, or to take off their ex- 
ceptions against them.] .,...- 
. 39. And (first, against thepharisees, who, being covetous, 
derided these charitable doctrines, Luke xvi. 14.) he spake 
a parable to them ( that heard him, saying), Can the blind 
(pharisees) lead the blind (injhe right way? if they com- 
mit themselves to their conduct,) shall they not both fall 
into the ditch? 

40. (And to remove that fear, of poverty, reproach, and 
injuries, to which this practice might subject his followers, 
he said,) The disciple is not (to expect to.be) above his 
master; but every one that[ 9 ] is perfect ft. e. fully in- 
structed in these rules) shall (will) be as his master, (i% e. 
conformed to him in these things; see Matt. x. 25.) - 
. 41. And (as for his command not to judge others, t ivhen 
we ourselves are greater criminals, his question upon that 
occasion was,) why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy 
brother's eye, but perceivest not the beam that is in thine 
own eye? /^ . \ 

42. Either (or) how. canst thou say to thy brother, 
Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when 
thou thyself beholdest not the beam which is in thine own 
eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thine 
own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly ( how) to pull out 
the mote that is in thy brother's eye. f 

43. For (then only wilt thou be fit to direct others well, 
both by example and by tvords, when thou art good thyself 
seeing) a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither 
doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

44. For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of 
thorns men do not gather figs, nor of (or, from) a bramble- 
bush gather they grapes. 

45. (And, in like manner,) a good man out of the good 

2T 
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treasure of his heiatt bringeth forth that which is good ; and 
an fcvil man Out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth 
forth that which is evil: for of (from) the abandonee of 
his heart his mouth speaketh. 

AG. And (he said, moreover) <\vhy ( to wMt purpose) call 
ye me Lord, Lord (i.e. profess yoicrselves my disciples), 
and (yet) do not the things which I say (ye ought to do)? 

47. (For) whosoever comcth to me, and heaTeth my say- 
ings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: 

48. He islike a raatn who Tnrilt a house and digged deep, 
and laid the foundation on a rock: and when theflood arose, 
the stream beat veherriently "upon that house, and (yet) 
could not sha"keit: for it was founded upon/a rock. 

49. But he which heareth (my tvords), nnA doeth (them) 
not, is like a man that without a foundation fcuilt : a house 
upon tte earth; against whidi the stream did beat vehe- 
mently, and immediately it fell ; and the ruin of that house 
was great. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAT. VI. 

[ J ] Ver. 1. ErE'NETO & lv ffdfifiaTy&vTipoirpwTq, it tame 
topass'in the second sabbath after the first J] This should 
have been rendered, in the first sabbatli after the second day 
of- the Passover; for after the fir^t day of the Passover, which 
was a sabbath, Exod. xii. 16. a-rrb rfc iiravpiovrwv <ra|3j3a- 
rwv, from the morrow after the sabbath, (that is, saith 
Josephus, rg Szvripq. a^v/xwv vplpa, from the second day of 
unleavened bread, that is, the sixteenth Of the month, 
Antiq. lib. iii. cap. 10.) ye shall count unto you seven sab- 
baths complete, (Lev. xxiii. 15.) reckoning that day for 
the first of the first week, which was therefore called Scv- 
rcpoTrpwrov, the first sabbath from this second day of unlea- 
vened bread; the second was called ScvrcpoScvrfpov, the 
second sabbath from that* day; and the third BtvTsporptrov, 
the third sabbath from that second day ; and soon till they 
came to the seventh sabbath from that day, z. e. to the forty- 
ninth day, which was the day of Pentecost. The mention 
of the seven sabbaths to be numbered, with relation to this 
second day, answers all that Grotius objects against this 
exposition; -see Petavius on Epiphan. Hser. 30. n. 32. 
where Epiphanius expressly says, our Lord's disciples did 
this, t<£ <ra/3j3aTcj) tcJ> fxera rrjv T}}iipav rwv a^vjuwv, on the sab- 
bath following the day of unleavened bread; which, if un- 
derstood of the second-day, is the truth. And if Pente- 
cost was called the feast of harvest, Exod. xxiii. 1G. (as 
Bochart, Hieroz. par. i. lib. iii. cap. 13. Nicholas Fuller, 
Miscell. lib. iii. cap. 11. Mr. Mede, Disc. 4G. p. 355. Dr. 
Lightfoot, and the Jews say, see Temple Serv. cap. 14. 
sfect. 4.) because then their barley and wheat-harvest were 
gathered in, this feast could not be Pentecost, as Grotius 
conjectures; because then the com must be gathered in: 
and therefore could not be plucked by Christ's disciples in 
the field. * 

[ 2 ] Ver. 12. *Hv StawjcrcpdJwv lv ry Trpoazwxfi rov Gcov, And 
he continued all night in prayer to God.] Or, in a house of 
prayer of God, or in a synagogue dedicated fo the service 
of God: though synagogues w r ere not, as far as we can 
find, of Divine institution; yct/being necessary for the per- 
formance of God's service, they, by the Psalmist, are 
styled the houses of God, Psal. lxxiv. 9. and here a house 
of prayer of J God: and in like manner' may out churches, 



for the satne reason, be styled the houses of God: for, as 
the mountain of God, Exod. iii. 1. iv.27. the bread of God, 
Lev. xxi. 17. the lamp of God, 1 Sam. iii. 3. the vessels of 
God, 1 Chron. xxii. 19. the altar of God, Psal. xliii. 4. 
ihe sacrifices of God, Psal. li. 17, the gifts of God, Luke 
xxi. 4. the ministers of God, 2 Cor. vi.4. the tabernacle of 
God, 2 Chron. i. 3. the temple of God, Matt. xxi. 12. and 
the synagogue of God, Psal. lxxiv. 8. arc all things conse- 
crated or appropriated to God's service ; so irpoazvxn T0V 
Gcov must, in all reason, be a house of prayer of God ; 
whence it is called tottoc 7rpoo-n>x^C> a place of prayer, 
1 Mace. iii. -46. And so the w T ord 7rpo<rtvxh is certainly 
used, Acts xvi. 13. and by Philo* in his oration against 
Placcus,'wherfe he complains, that al irpoatvxal, their houses 
for prayer were pulled down ; and there ^vas no place left, 
in which they might worship God, or pray for Caesar : and 
<by Josephus;f who says, the multitude was gathered, tig 
rijv irpoatvxnv, into the house of prayer: and so JuvenalJ 
speaks of the mendicant Jew, " Ede ubi consistas, in qu& 
te quoero pToseuchfi?" In what house of prayer may I find 
ihee begging, or asking alms? 

.[ 3 ] Ver. 20 — 2G. Matcaptoi ot ttt^xoI, &c. Blessed are the 
poor, the hungry, the mourners, for the Son of man 9 s sake.] 
Here being but four -of- 'the eight beatitudes mentioned 
Matt. v. and not one of these being delivered in the same 
Tvords which are there used; as it is certain this must be 
another sermon than that on the mount, and spoken to other 
auditors; so it is only probable, not necessary, that they 
♦should bear the same sense. However, it Seems necessary 
that what is here added to tho last clause should agree to 
them all, Blessed are they Who patiently suffer poverty and 
hunger, grief and^persecution, for the sake of Christ, that 
they may obtain that kingdom and that Toward in heaven 
he hath promised to his faithful servants; or, that the poor 
should be the poor in spirit; the hungry, those that hunger 
after righteousness; and the mourners, those that sorrow 
to repentance after a godly manner, (2 Cor. vii. 9.) for to 
those that are otherwise poor and hungry, and upon other 
accounts, these blessings cannot always belong; and the 
opposite woes, which seem to favour the first interpretation 
of these four beatitudes, must be restrained to them, who, 
by the love of riches, pleasures, and plentiful provisions, 
are kept from preparing themselves by repentance for, and 
so from, entering into Christ's kingdom, or choosing that 
narrow and afflictive way which leadeth unto life eternal: for 
even here the very Christian sufferer is to rejoice, and leap 
for joy; and the rich man, Avho is ready, when Christ call- 
cth, to leave all, and follow him, who is rich in good works, 
ready to give, and willing to distribute, layetlrnp for him- 
self a good foundation against the time to come. (ITiin. 
vi. 19.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 26. Oval Vjiiv orav koKwq vfiac enrwat ttuwcc ot 
avOpu>iroi, Woe unto yon when all men speak well of you I for 
so did their fathers to the false prophcts.~] For he that will 
be pleasing to all, must speak things grateful to all, and do 
what they like; now that cannot be good, which is grateful 
to bad men: thus the false prophets, whom 'the Jews com- 
mended, spake to them smooth things; (Isa. xxx.10.) they 
prophesied lies, because the people loved to have it so; they 
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prophesied of peace, when war was at hand, Jer. vi. 14, 
viii. H. xiv. 13. Ezek. xiii. 10. 16. Zech. x. 2. they 
Strengthened the hand of evil-doers, Jer. xxiii. 14. and 
daubed with nutempered mortar, Ezek. xiii. 10, 11. (See 
Exam en Millii.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 30. From him that taketh away wliat is thine, fxrj 
airalru, ask it not again.'] i. e. If any man will not ask, but 
without asking will take away, or detain from thee what is 
thine; ask it not again, either in*a judiciary manner, (see 
note on Matt. v. 40. 42.) or urge not the restoring of it, to 
the detriment oi charity pr mercy; they who would inter- 
pret these words thus, From, him that received any loan 
from thee, exact no usury, put a double force upon the 
words: for (1.) our Saviour doth not here say, as he doth 
Matt. V. 42. tov ScXovra aVo gov daytfoaaQat, from him that 
would borrow of thee, turnnot thou away; but djrb tov cuqov- 
toqtci aa,from him that will take up, or take away that 
which is thine, ask it not again. Now he that is willing to 
borrow of me, owns that winch he would borrow to be mine, 
and so cannot be willing at the same time to take away what 
is mine. (2.) Whereas they render the w r ord d-7raiTuv,to exact 
tisury, and for this sense appeal to the use of it in Nebe- 
xniah; it is evident, that there it hath no such sense, but 
plainly relates to their unjust exactions of debts and ser- 
vices of their brethren against the law, requiring them to 
remit those debts and services every seventh year, saying, 
Every seventh year thou shdlt make a release; and this is 
the manner of the release: Every creditor that lendeth any 
thing to his neighbour, nav xp£o?l$iov o ofaiXn aot o ifkyiaiov, 
every debt of thine thy neighbour oiveth thee, thou shalt re- 
lease; and of thy brother, ovk diram^Hg, thou shalt not ex- 
act it; of a foreigner, aTtairnaug^ thou may est exact it; but 
to thy brother thou shalt remit thy debt, Dcut. xv. 1 — 3. 
and so for services, Exod. xxi. 2. Jer.xxxiv. 14. Ac- 
cordingly, saith Nehcmiah, let us remit the seventh year, 
T> Vj Nttfta* koI d-rraiTiiGov x«p«c> antf the exaction of every 
debt: so Deut. xv. 2. W ITOD bl nav xpeoc tStov, all thy 
own debt thou shalt remit. When therefore he saith, v. 10. 
Lzt us remit, I pray you rfjv aircud}<m ravrtjv, this exaction, . 
he must refer to the same debt; and when he says, ver. 7. 
airammi, should a man exact of his brother, a iiiug d-TrairuTB, 
the things which ye exact ? he plainly refers to the sin taxed 
• in the Jews by Jeremy, chap, xxxiv. of demanding service 
of .them again after these years of release were expired: so 
also Ecclus. xx. 14, 15. The gift of a fool will do thee no good, 
crifxzpov Savtu, teal avptov dnatrfiau, he ivill lend to-day, and 
ask it again to-morrow. And, lastly, if the first words refer- 
red to Matt. v. 42. firi diramiv here must be the same with 
ixi) dicovrgtyuv there, which sure hath no relation to usury. 

[ 6 J Ver. 32. EI ayaTcart tovq ayantovTag ifxag, 7ro7a i/iiv 
Xqp<c;&c« If you love them that love you, what thank have 
you? for sinners also love those that love them.] Here saith 
Theophylact, If you only love them that love you, you arc 
only like to sinners and heathens ; but if you love those 
that do evil to you, you arc like to God; IIoTov ovv ScXm 
o/xotot thai, tov a/iaproiXov rj tov Qeov ; JFliich therefore should 
you choose, to be like sinners, or like God? 

[J] Ver. 35. Kat lavdUrz, finllv cnrtXTriZovrts, And lend, 
hoping for nothing again.] They who render these words, 
making no man to despair, put a doublq force upon the 
words; first, reading wdha, no man, for w&v, nothing; 
and, secondly, interpreting am\mluv, to make to despair; 



of which sense they afford no instance. They who render 
them, distrusting nothing, i.e. not fearing lest thou should- 
est be reduced to poverty by this charity, give a sense alien 
from the text; for when they say, the heathens give and 
lend, knoiving that they may want themselves) this they 
add of their own to the words of Christ, who says, They 
lend, *iva «7ToXaj3w<T( to. ha, that they may receive as, much 
again; and they reject that sense the text doth manifestly 
require: for so run the preceding words, If ye lend to 
those, irap wv 1\tv{^tz aTro\afiuv,from whom you hope to 
receive again w r hat you lend, what thank have you? for, do 
not sinners, lend to sinners to receive, or that they may re- 
ceive, what they lend again? 'But lend not you on so mean 
account, but even when you hope to receive nothing back 
from them you lend to. And whereas we are told, that 
the word a7rcX7ri?w bears np sucH sense; I hope the credit 
of Stephanus, who says, the word is rightly rendered by 
the Vulgar, nihil inde sperantes; and of Casaubon, who 
saith, anzkirtfiuv is airo rov irpdyfiaTOQTXzXiriZHv, to hope for 
something from a person, or matter; maybe sufficient to 
support the credit of pur translation; especially when we 
read in the life of Solon, that he made no law against par- 
ricides, Sm to aTre\7riaai, because he did, not expect that such 
a crime would be committed, (Diog. Laert. lib. i. p. 17.) and 
find this like composition in the word enrix^v, when it sig- 
nifies, dir6 tivoq zxstv, to receive, aVoyevo/jcu, dito Ttyog yevo- 
Ltai, I taste of something ; and! in the word dirtaSUtv, which, 
saith Atheneeus, is used, dvri to» diro tivoq fo¥mv, for to eat 
of any thing. But (2.) where it is rendered by them, to 
despair, or to be desperate, the sense is still the same, viz. 
to be fiiidiv aVcX^r^ovrccj hoping for nothing from men, and 
therefore repairing to God. This is the plain sense of it, 
Isa. xxix. Jud. ix. 12. Esth; xiv. 19. : so Eeclus. xxii. 21. 
xxvii. 21. fifj dTreXnlZvQ, is, Be not without hope of recon- 
ciliation with thy friend; and why then may not the word 
here signify, Being without hope of receiving any thing again 
from him you lend to? So that it is not to be ^oubted, that 
these words are well rendered by Chrysostom,* npoc $v ov 
irpovSoKufizv dTroXafifiavHv, From whom you expect not to 
receive. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 38. Awaovtn] (€ Impersonaliter interpretandum,^ 
Is to be rendered impersonally, saith Grotius. (See note on 
xvi. 9.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 40. KartjpTax/ucvoc Se ttclq tarat wf Si^aaKaXoc avTOv, 
But every one that is perfect, shall (will) be as his master.] 
KarapTiZtvSat is to be perfect in any thing, Matt. xxi. 16. 
2 Cor. xiii. 9. 11. Heb. xiii. 21. 1 Pet. v. 10. The sense 
therefore of these words may be this, The disciple that per- 
fectly understands the rules, and sees the example, of his 
master, will think it is his business to tread exactly in his 
steps, to do and suffer, upon like occasions, as his master 
did, and so he will be like his master. 

CHAP. VII. 

1. J^l OW when he had ended all. his sayings in thp au- 
dience of the people, he entered into Capernaum. 

2. And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear to 
him, was sick, or ready to die (or near death). 

3. And when he (the centurion) heard (the fame) of 
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Jesus, ho [*] sent to him (some of) tho elders of tho Jews, 
beseeching him ( by them) that he would como and heal 
his servant. 

4. And when they came to Jesus, they besought him' 
instantly (or earnestly), saying, That he was worthy for 
whom he should do this (i. e. he well deserved this kind- 
ness): 

5. For he loveth our nation (and religion), and (as an 
indication of this) ho hath built us a synagogue. 

C. Then Jesus went with them. And when ho was now 
not far from the house, the centurion sent (other) friends 
to him, saying to him, Lord, trouble not thyself (to come to 
me); for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under 
my roof: 

7. Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come 
to thee : but say in a wotd (thy pleasure), and (J believe) 
ray servant shall be healed. 

8. For I also am a man set under authority, having 
under me soldiers ; and I say to one, Go, and he goeth ; 
and to another, Come, and he cometh ; and to my servant, 
Do this, and he docth it. (How much more then canst thou, 
who hast all power in heaven and earth, command one of 
the ministering spirits to come and heal j my servant?) 

9. When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, 
and turned him (self) about, and said to the people that 
followed him, I say to you, I have not found so great faith, 
no, not in Israel; (and upon this faith, he told them that 
were sent, it should be as he believed, Matt. viii. 13.) 

10. And they who were sent, returning to the house, 
found the servant whole that had been sick. 

11. And it came to pass the day after, that he went into 
a city called Nain ; and many of bis disciples went with 
him, and much people. 

' 12. Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, be- 
hold, there was a dead man carried out, (who was) the only 
son of his mother, and she was a widow (and so by the 
loss of this son left destitute): and much people of the city 
was withher (to attend the funeral). 

' 13. And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on 
her, and said to her, Weep not. 

14. And (then)lie came and touched tho bier: and they 
that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, [ 2 ]I 
say to thee, Arise. 

15. And (at that word) he that was dead sat up, and 
began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 

1G. And there came a fear on (them) all: and they glo- 
rified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among 
us; and, That God hath visited his people (by sending to 
them the promised Messiah). 

17. And this rumour of him went forth throughout all 
Judea, and throughout all the region round about. 

18. And the disciples of John shewed him of all these 
things. 

19. And John calling to him two of his disciples [ 3 ] sent 
them to Jesus, saying (in the name of their master, who 
sent them for their own satisfaction), Art thou he that should 
come (the Messiah)? or look we for another? 

20. When (therefore) the men were come to him, they 
said, John ( the) Baptist hath sent us to thee, saying (or, 
to say), Art thou he that should come'? or look we for (are 
we to expect) another ? 

21. And in that same hour he cured many of their in- 



firmities, and plagues, and of evil spirits ; and to many that 
were blind he gave sight, (according to the prophtcy of 
Isaiah concerning him : see the note on Matt. xi. 5.) 

22. Then Jesus answering said to them, Go your way, 
and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how 
that the blind see, tho lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel 
i$ preached. 

23. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended 
in me (i. e. who shall not fall off from me by reason of the 
afflictions he may suffer, as John doth, or by reason of my 
mean circumstances in this present world). 

24. And when the messengers of John were departed, he 
began to speak to the people concerning John (saying), 
What went ye out into the wilderness to see ? (Was it) a 
reed shaken with the wind (a man wavering in his doc- 
trine or testimony)? 

25. But what went ye out for to see ? A man clothed in 
soft raiment (a courtier and parasite)? Behold, they which, 
are gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings* 
courts. 

2C. But what went ye out for to see ? (Was it) a pro- 
phet? 'Yea, I say to you, and (one that is) much more than 
a (an ordinary) prophet. 

27. (For) this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send 
my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way 
before thee. 

28. (More, I say, than an ordinary prophet,) For I say 
to you, Among those that are born of women there is not a 
greater prophet than John the Baptist; but (yet) he that 
is (the) [ 4 ] least (prophet) in the kingdom of God is greater 
than he. 

29. And all the people that heard him, and the publi- 
cans, justified God (i. e. approved the wisdom and justice 
of his counsel, in calling them, by the Baptist, to repentance), 
being baptized with the baptism of John. 

30. But the [ 5 J pharisees and lawyers rejected the coun- 
sel of God against (towards) themselves, being not bap- 
tized of him (as being confident they were righteous, Luke 
xviii. 9. and so needed no repentance). 

31. And the Lordsaid, Whereunto shall I liken the men 
of this generation? and to what are they like? 

32. They are like to children sitting in the market-place, 
and calling one to another, and saying, We have piped to 
you (as at a festival), and ye have not danced ; we have 
mourned to you (as they do at funeral solemnities), and ye 
have not wept (i. e. you have neither complied with ns, 
when we called you with mirth nor sadness). 

• 33. For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor 
drinking wino (his meat being only locusts, and his drink 
water); and ye say (of him), He hath a devil (or, is a me- 
lancholy, frantic person). 

34. The Son of man is come eating and drinking (in the 
usual manner); and ye say (of him), Behold, (he is) a glut- 
tonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and 
sinners ! 

35. But Wisdom is [ 6 J justified (i. c. approved) of all her 
children (i. e. of all true lovers of wisdom). 

3G. And (or, then) one of the pharisees desired him that 
he would eat with him. And (thereupon) ho went into the 
Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. 

37. [ 7 ] And, behold, a woman in the city, which was (for- 
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merly) a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat 
in the pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of oint- 
ment, 

38. And stood at his feet t behind him weeping, and be- 
gan to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the 
hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them 
with the ointment.* 

39. Now when the pharisee which had bidden him saw 
it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a 
prophet, would have known who and what manner of wo* 
man this is that toucheth him ; for she is a sinner (and so 
by touching must defile him). 

40. And Jesus answering (to his thoughts), said to him, 
Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee. And he saith, 
Master, say on. 

41. (Jesus then began his discourse thus,) There was a 
certain creditor which had two debtors : the one owed 
(him) five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 

42. And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly for- 
gave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will 
love him most? 

43. Simon answered and said, I suppose he to whom 
he forgave most. And he said to him, Thou hast rightly 
judged. 

44. And he turned to the woman, and said to Simon, 
Seest thou this* woman? ( When) I entered into thy 
house, thou gavest me no water for my feet : but she hath 
washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs 
of her head. 

45. Thou gavest me no kiss : but this woman, since the 
time I came in, hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 

46. My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this 
woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. 

47. [ 8 ] Wherefore, I say to thee, ( This is a testimony that) 
her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she (hath) 
loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same 
loveth little. 

48. And (then) he said to her, Thy sins are forgiven. 

49. And they that sat at meat with him began to say 
within themselves, Who is this (man) that (he) forgiveth 
sins also ? 

50. And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved 
thee (from the punishment of thy past sins); go in peace. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VII. 

I 1 ] Ver. 3. AIIE'STEIAE irpbg avrbv irgt^vripovg rwv 
'IovScuW, He sent to him the elders of the Jews.] And, ver.* 6. 
the centurion sent to him friends : by Matthew, viii. 5. the 
centurion came to him; and, ver. 8. the centurion said to 
him. To reconcile this difference, note, 

First, That St. Luke relating this story more largely than 
St. Matthew doth, and with this signal circumstance said 
by his messengers, I thought not myself worthy to come 
unto tJiee, (ver. 7.) these circumstances must be as they are 
related by St. Luke. Note, 

Secondly, That it being a rule among the Jews, that 
u apostolus cujusque cstquisque/' the disciple, messenger, 
or proxy, of any man is as himself; and, among the civil- 
ians, " quod faciraus per alium, id ipsum facere judica- 
mur," we ourselves arereputed to do that which by another 
we do: St. Matthew might well say, the centurion who 
sent these elders and friends, came to him by them. So 



Jethro comes to Moses by a messenger, Exod. xviii. G. 
and Solomon speaks to Hiram by his servants, 1 Kings 
v. 7. James and John came to Christ with a petition pre- 
sented by their mother, Mark x. 35. compared with Matt. 
xx. 20. John the Baptist speaks to Christ by his disciples, 
Matt. xi.3. Note, *'V ; 

Thirdly, That though it seems probable from those words 
of Christ to the centurion, Go thy way, and as thou hast 
believed, be it done unto thee, (Matt. viii. 13.) that when 
Christ was nigh to the house, the centurion might come in 
person to him, yet neither is this necessary; for when 
David sent messengers to commune with Abigail to take 
her to wife, she answers as* if he had been present, Behold 
thy handmaid to be a servant to wash the feet of the ser- 
vants of my lord. (1 Sam. xxv. 41.) r • 

* [ 2 ] Ver. 14. Elvre, vtavlvnt; <rot Xiyoj, lyipStin, Jesus said, 
Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.] Here Woltzogenius 
owns that Christ spake this by that Divine power which he 
had over inanimate things, as the wind and the sea; •" est 
quidem hoc Deo proprium," this indeed (saith he) is proper 
to God, who calleth things that are not, as if they were, 
(Rom. iv. 17.) but God had communicated this power to his 
Son, by whom he would most perfectly manifest himself to 
the world. So Peter speaks to Tabitha, Tdbitha, arise; 
(Acts ix. 40.) as Christ to Lazarus, Lazarus, come forth. 
(John xi. 43.) Now to this I reply, 

First, That the instance of St. Peter saying to Tabitha, 
Arise, doth not lessen the strength of theargument from 
these words for the Divinity of Christ, seeing he doth this 
only by prayer to and faith in the Lord Christ; to which 
he ascribes all his miracles, doing them in his name, or 
power, and through faith in his name, (Acts iii. 16.) and so 
in effect saith to her as he did to JEneas, (ver. 34.) Jesus 
Christ healeth thee, arise, &c. Christ here doth this by his 
own power, without any prayers, as appears from those 
words, I say to thee, Arise; and he will raise all his ser- 
vants from the dead, and change their vile bodies into the 
likeness of his glorious body, according to the mighty power 
by which he is able to subdue all things to himself. (Phil. 
iii. 21.) He prayed, indeed, when he raised Lazarus; but 
then even Woltzogenius observes, he could not do this to 
receive power to raise him, because he had this power in 
himself already, John v. 26. and doth there challenge to 
himself to be the resurrection and the life, xi. 25. but for 
other reasons accounted for John xi. 41, 42. 

Secondly, When Woltzogenius can prove, that Divine 

virtue which is proper to God alone, ever was, or ever can 

be communicated to a creature, or. to another without com- 

. munication of the Divine nature, then, and not till then, will 

he have given a satisfactory answer to this argument. ' 

[*] Ver. 19. John sent, saying, Art thou he that should 
come?] See the note on Matt. xi. 3. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 28. The least in the kingdom of heaven is gredter 
than he.] See the note on Matt. xi. 11. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 30. Ot tpapttjatoi Kal vofMcol rrjv j3ouX?)v tov Qbqv 
flShritjav etc zavrovc, firj (3aim<T%ivTzg in avrov, But the pha- 
risees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against (Gr. 
towards) themselves, being not baptized of him.] That some 
of them came to be baptized, we read Matt. iii. 7. it there- 
fore must be said, either that this is here said of them in 
general, because it was true of many of them ; or that those 
who came to him, hearing the character he gave of them, 
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refused his baptism* (See note on Matt. iii. 7.) But tha 
chief thing here observable is this, that, in rejecting John's 
baptism, they arc said to reject the counsel of God towards 
them, that is, his gracious design of calling them by him to 
that repentance, which could alone exempt them from the 
wrath to come; and by that refusal declared they approved 
not of God's counsel, as just and righteous, in calling such 
Unblamable persons as they were, and such zealots for 
the law, to repentance, that so they might escape the ruin 
threatened by St. John; for thus Eleazer, one of them, 
speaks, after the destruction of the Jews, that though all 
the test of the Jews perished,* vf*i?e §' apa fiovoi OkTrfoafjitv 
iTtpuazaSaL woTTtp avafxapnirot irpbc tqv Btbvytvofizvoi, we alone 
expected to be preserved, as having not sinned against God, 
nor been guilty of any fault, and who Were teachers to 
others. Christ tells us they were, Tr^rotOorag t<j> y kavrdig, 
confident in themselves, that they were righteous, (Luke 
xviii. 9.) and represents them by the elder son, saying, I 
never transgressed at any time thy commandments* (Luko 
xv. 29.) They therefore judged it an incongruous thing to 
call such righteous persons to repentance and threaten 
them with ruin, who were so dear to God; but the publi- 
cans and common people were conscious to themselves of 
sins sufficient to expose them to Divine judgments, and 
therefore they approved of this counsel God sent them by 
his messenger, and declared him righteous, both in calling 
them to repentance and threatening his judgments if they 
.did neglect it; and therefore they submitted to thisbaptisih 
■of repentance for the remission of sins, to which God, by 
the Baptist, called them: that dacatovv is to declare, or 
approve a thing or person righteous, see ver. 35. They 
whose principles will not allow them to believe, that God 
had any such benign designs towards such a generation of 
vipers, say, first, that j3ouX?) rov Qwv is not the counsel, or 
the purpose, but only the command of God; but (1.) this 
phrase in Scripture never signifies a bare command, but 
talways the decree, the purpose, or the counsel of God. (See 
-Acts ii. 23. iv. 28. xiii. 3G. xx. 27. Eph. i. 11. Heb. vi. 17.) 
Nor (2.) can it be rationally supposed, that God should 
give men any virtuous or moral precepts, which he doth 
not design and purpose that they should obey. Secondly, 
/They add, that etc iavTovq, towards them, is here put for lv 
iavToic, iii themselves; and therefore render the text thus, 
:they despised in tlmnselves the cotittsel of God. But (1.) 
was it his counsel towards them, or was it not? If not, 
how could they, by neglecting that which concerned not 
them, despise it? If so, then it is certain, that the purpose 
-and counsel of God towards them was this, That they 
should repent, and bring forth fruits meet for repentance. 
(2.) The phrase, in themselves, is always expressed by lv 
UfluroTc, iii. 8. vii. 49. viii. 9. tig iavrovc occurs but twice 
elsewhere, viz. IPet. iv. 8. 10. and then it plainly signi- 
fies, towards themselves. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 35. Kcu tSik-cua&rj, But Wisdom is justified of her 
children.'] Sec note on Matt. xi. 19. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 37. 'lSoi>, yuvi) iv ry iroku. And, behold, a woman 

in the city.] Here are two arguments against the opinion of 

.Huctiust and others, that this woman was Mary, the sister 

- of Lazarus, and that Simon the leper, mentioned Matt. 

t xxvi. 0. Mark xiv. 3. was the same with the Simon men- 



*■ % * Apud Joseph, de Bello Jad. lib. vii. p. 990. 



t Not, in Malt. p. 43<44., 



tioned here; (1.) because this Mary was a woman of that 
city, that is, either of Nain or Capernaum, the only cities 
mentioned here ; whereas Mary, the sister of Lazarus, was 
of no city, but of the town or villago of Bethany. John 
xi. 1. (2.) After tho collation here, which is not styled 
a supper, our Lord went through every city and village, 
preaching the kingdom of God, (viii. 1.) whereas, after 
ho raised Lazarus, Jesus walked no more openly. And, 
lastly, Mary's unction was made for Christ's interment, 
and but six days before Christ's last passover, (John xii. 
7.) when he continued in Bethany and in Jerusalem. (Mark 
xi. 11.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 47. Ou X«9 LV > My<*> °™> afyivvrai al tifiactTiai avrrje al 
noXkai* on ir^a7rr\<n irokv' For which cause I say unto thee, 
Her sins, which were many, are for given; for she loved much.] 
Christ saith not her sins were forgiven, because she loved 
much; but this ought to bo a token to thee, that her sins, 
which rendered her unworthy to touch me, have been for- 
given; this great love to me being an indication of her 
deep sense of God's mercy to her in pardoning her many 
sins : and this do I the Prophet and the Son of God declare 
unto her: to this sense lead both tho parable of the great 
debtor, to whom the Lord frankly had forgiven all, for he 
loved much, because much had been forgiven ; and the 
conclusion of it in these words, he that hath less forgiven 
loveth less; whence it appears, that Sri here cannot be 
causal or intimate, she was forgiven much, because she 
loved much;* the cause assigned of her forgiveness being 
not her love but faith ; (ver. 50.) but only consequential, 
denoting the effect or indication of the forgiveness of her 
many sins. So Hosea ix. 15. AH their iniquity was in Gil- 
gal, therefore' there I hated them; for they did not sin in 
Gilgal, because he hated them there ; but ho hated them 
there, because there they offended; (Eccles. v. 7.) S™ av 
TovQtbv 4>of5dv 9 wherefore fear thou God. So John xiv. 17. 
The world cannot receive the spirit of truth, 5n ou Stwpzl 
airb, therefore it sees him not, neither k7ioivs him, but ye 
know him, therefore he abideth with you, and shall be tvith 
you. In one at least of these two paragraphs on must bear 
this sense. 

CHAP. VIII. 

1. AND it came to pass afterward, that he went through 
every city and village, preaching and shewing the glad 
tidings of the- kingdom of God; and the twelve were with 
,him, 

2. And certain women, which had been healed of evil 
spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of 
whom went seven devils, 

3. And Joanna the wifo of Chuza, Herod's steward, and 
Susanna, and many others, which [*] ministered to him (ne- 
cessaries out) of their substance. 

4. And when much people were gathered together, and 
were come to him out of every city, he spake to them by a 
parable; 

5. (Saying,) A sower went out to spw his seed : and as 
he sowed, some fell by the way-side ; and [*] it was trodden 
down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. 

6. And some fell npon a rock; and as soon as it was 
sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked (root and) 
moisture. , 
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7. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns [ 3 ] sprang 
up with it, and (overgrowing it) choked it 

8. And other (seed) fell upon good ground, and sprang 
up, and bare fruit a hundred-fold. And when he had said 
these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear ( i. e. wis- 
dom to discern and willingness to receive the truth), let him 
hear (i. e. embrace it). 

9. And his disciples asked him, saying, What might (the 
meaning of) this parable be? 

10. And he said (to them), To you it is given to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of God; but to others (I 
speak) in parables; (they having shut their eyes and closed 
their earsy Matt.xiii. 14.) [ 4 ] that seeing they might not see, 
and hearing they might not understand. 

11. Now the (meaning of the) parable is this : The seed 
is the word of God. 

12. Those (seeds sown) by the way-side are (emblema- 
tically) they that hear; (but consider not what they hear, 
Matt.xiii. 19.) then cometh the devil (Gr. t&a, so that the 
devil cometh), and taketh away the word out of their hearts, 
lest they should believe and be saved. 

13; They (wlto are represented by the seed sown) on the 
rock, arc they which, w T hen they hear, receive the word with 
joy; and these have no root, (being perso7is) which for 
awhile believe, and (but) in time of temptation fall away. 

14. And ( by) that (seed) which fell among thorns are 
they (represented), who, when they have heard (the word), 
go forth (into thb world), and are choked with cares, and 
riches, and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to per-, 
fection. 

15. "But (by) that (seed which fell) on [ 5 ] good ground, 
are they (represented), who in an honest and good heart, 
having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience. 

16. (And, having thus explained this parable, he said, I 
do not impart this knowledge to yon that ye may conceal it, 
but that ye may teach it toothers; for) [ 6 ] no man when he 
hath lighted a candle, covercth it with a vessel, or putteth 
it under a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that they 
which enter in (to the house) may see the light. 

17. For nothing is (said in) secret (by me), that shall 
not be made manifest ; neither (is) any thing hid, that shall 
not be known and come abroad. * 

18. Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever 
hath (so as to improve it), to him shall be given (more); 
and whosoever (thus) hath not,from him shall be taken 
(away) even that which he seemeth to have. 

19. Then came to (see) him his mother and his brethrbn, 
and (they) could not come at him for the press. 

90. And it was told him by certain, which said, Thy mo- 
thei and thy brethren stand without, desiring to sec thee. 

21. And he answered and said to them, (As) my mother 
and my brethren are these who hear the word of God, and 
doit. " > *-. 

22. Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went 
into a ship with his disciples : and be said to them, Lotus go 
over to the other side of the lake. And they launched forth. 

23. But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came 
down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with 
water, and were in jeopardy. 

24. And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Mas- 
ter, Master, we (are ready to) perish! Then he arose, and 



rebuked the wind and the raging of the water (saying to, 
them, Peace, be still) ; and (then) they ceased, and there- 
was a calm. . ' ^ ... 

25. And Jie said to them, Where is your faith ? .And they, 
being afraid wondered, saying one to another, What man> 
ner of man is this ! for he commandeth even the winds and 
water, and they obey him. • : . ;:r 

26. And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, 
which is over against Galilee. 

27. And when he went forth to land, there met him out of 
the city a certain man, which had (been possessed with). de-> 
vils (a) long time, and (he) wore no clothes, neither abode 
in any house, but in the tombs. 

28. When he (the evil spirit) saw Jesus, he cried put, 
and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What 
have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high"? 
I beseech thee, torment me not: (this he said, fearing he 
might be punished for what he had done to the man.) ' :•> 

29. For he (L e. Jesus) had commanded the unclean 
spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had 
caught him: and (though) he was kept bound with chains 
and in fetters; and (yet) he brake the bands, and he was 
driven of the devil into the wilderness/ 

30. And Jesus asked (the unclean spirit in) him, saying, 
What is thy name? And he said, (It is) Legion; because 
many devils were entered into him. 

31. And they besought him that he would not command 
them to go out into the deep. 

32. And there was there a herd of many swine feeding 
on the mountain : and they besought him that he would 
suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them. 

33. Then went the devils cmt of the man, and entered into 
the swine : and the herd ran violently down a steep place 
into the lake, and were choked. - v 

.34. .And when they that fed thorn saw what was done, 
they fled (from the place), and went and told it in the city 
and in the country- (what was done). ' 

35. Then they went out to see what was done ; and came 
to' Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils, were 
departed, sitting at tjie feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his 
right mind : and they were afraid. 

36. They also that saw it told them by what means he 
that was possessed of the devils was healed. 

37. Thenthe whole multitude of thecountry of the Ga- 
darenes round about besought him to .depart from them; 
for they were taken with great Tear (dfwhat they might 
farther suffer by him) : and he (accordingly) [went up into 
the ship, and returned back again. 

.38. Now the manout of whom the devils were departed 
besought him that he might be with him : but Jesus sent him 
away, saying, :. . i 

39. Return to thine own house, and shew ,how great 
things |7] God hath done to (for) thee. And he went his 
way, and published throughout. the whole city how great 
things Jesus had done to him.. 

• 40. And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, 
the people gladly received him : for they were all .waiting 
for him. 

41. And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he 
was a ruler of the synagogue; and he fell down at Jesus' 
feet, and besought him that he would come into his house : 

42. For he had one only, daughter, about twelve years of 
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age, and she lay a dying. (But, as he went, the people 
thronged (about) him. 

43. And a woman having an issue (or flux) of blood 
twelve years/ which had spent all her living upon physi- 
cians, neither could be healed of ft. e. by) any (of them), 

44. Came behind him, and touched the border of his gar- 
ment : and immediately her issno. of blood stanched. 

45. And Jesus said, Who touched me? When all ( the rest) 
denied, Peter and they that were with him said, Master, the 
multitude throng thee and press thee,- and sayest thou, Who 
touched me ? 

46. And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me (in 
order to some aire) : for I perceive that virtue is gone out of 
me (to heal somebody). . 

47. And when the womau saw that she was not hid 
(from him), she came trembling, and falling down before 
him, she declared to him before all the people for what 
cause she had touched him, and how she was healed imme- 
diately. . , . . , 

48. And he said to her, Daughter, be of good comfort: 
thy faith hath made thee whole ; go in peace.) , 

49. While he yet spake, there comcth one from the ruler 
of the synagogue's house, saying to him, Thy daughter is 
dead ; trouble not the Master (any farther). 

50. But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, 
Fear not : believe only, and she shall be made whole. 

51. And when he came into the house, he suffered no 
man to go in (to her apartment), save Peter, and James, 
and John, and the father and mother of the maiden. 

52. And all ( present) wept, and bewailed her: but he 
said, Weep not; (you shall soon find) she is not (as one) 
dead, but (as one that) slecpeth. 

53. And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she 
was dead. 

• 54. And he put them all out.fwAo were thus weeping), 
and tookher by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise. 

55. And her^] spirit came again, and she arose straight- 
way : and he commanded to give her meat. 

56. And her parents were astonished : but he charged 
them that they should tell no man what was done. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VIII. 

[}] Ver. 2, 3. KAf yvvatKic tivzq, at foav TtOtpcnrtVfiivai 
anb irvtvfxaTwv 7rovTjpwv teal aaSzvtiwv, And certain tvonien, 

which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, 

ministered to him of their substance.] This was customary, 
saith St. Jerome,* among the Jews, for women, and espe- 
cially for widows, to minister necessaries to their teachers; 
and his disciples being with him, and they being not re- 
presented as of his family or domestics, but only as fol- 
lowers of his doctrine, could give no ground for any ill sus- 
picion in this case. . 

[ 2 ] Ver. £. Kai Kctr£7rar//$>), And it was trodden down.] 
This is not mentioned by St Matthew or Mark, and seems 
to signify a great contempt of the Divine seed, the things 
which we tread under our.fcet being accounted vile, and 
not worthy to be taken up from the ground. 

'[*] Ver. 7. Kai avfupvatam ai aKavOai airbrvi%av avr6* And 
the thorns springing tip with it, choked it.] There be two 



• In Mall. xxTii. 55. 



principles of action in man, the flesh and the spirit, or the 
inward man; from which arise different appetites and in- 
clinations : the flesh produccth an affection to riches, plea- 
sures, and other allurements of the world, which are here 
called thorns; tho inward man, or mind approving of the 
laws of God, (Rom. vii. 22.) and persuading to those things 
which conduce to tho peace, and tranquillity, and welfare 
of the soul, is a principle inclining us to virtuous actions; 
but if we suffer these thorns to take root in our hearts, and 
gain our affections, these inclinations to virtue will be 
quickly choked, or bring no fruit to ripeness or perfection, 
which is all one as to be atcapirot, without fruit, as appears 
from ver. 14. compared with Matt.xiii. 22. Mark iv. 19. 

Ver. 8. TavTa \lywv l<pwvu* e O %-)(h)v S>ra aKoittv, aKOvirw.] 
These words are owned by all the versions, Theophylact, 
and Jerome, and yet are rejected by Dr. Mills on the sole 
authority of three MSS. * ■ . ' 

. [*3 Ver. 10. "Iva (SXhrovTte (xl) j3X6rcu<ri, teal aKodovrtc jirj 
wvitoaiv, That seeing they may not see, and hearing . they 
may not understand: Mark i v. 12. That seeing they may 
see, and not perceive, and hearing they may hear, and not 
understand, lest they should be converted, and their sins 
should be forgiven them.] Here, say some, this is plainly 
given as the reason why our Saviour spake to them without 
in parables, viz. that they may not perceive, or understand> 
or be converted.. But, to take off this pretension, . it is 
sufficient to observe, that the words in St. Mark and St. 
Luke are only an abbreviation, or short hint of what St. 
Matthew saith was spoken by our Lord. more fully; for 
Christ might say what St. Mark and Luke relate, and 
yet say more than they relate, as St. Matthew doth assure 
us he did; but then St. Matthew could not have given us 
his discourse more fully, unless our Lord had spoken it 
more fully than it is related by St. Mark and Luke ; 
whence it must follow, that the relations of Mark and 
Luke must be allowed to be deficient, i.e.* not to con- 
tain all that our Saviour said on this occasion, and there- 
fore must be filled up, or rendered entire, by the addition 
of the words recorded in St. Matthew. Since then St. Mat- 
thew doth expressly tell us from the mouth of Christ, He 
therefore spake to them in parables, because they seeing 
would riot see, or did not see, and hearing did not under- 
stand; and that they therefore did not see, hear, and un- 
derstand, because their heart ivas ivaxed . gross, and their 
ears heavy, and they had closed their eyes, lest they shoidd 
see, and hear, and be converted; it seemeth evident, that 
the words of, St. Mark and Luke must be filled up, or 
made entire thus— To others (of the Jews) speak I in para- 
bles (because they seeing, see not ; and hearing, do not tin- 
derstand; for their hearts are waxed gross, and their ears 
heavy, and their eyes have they closed), that seeing they 
may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and 
-not understand, lest they should be converted: and though 
doubtless this sad effect of their not hearing, and seeing, 
viz. lest they should be converted, was not intended by 
them, yet, since it was the natural issue of their shutting 
their eyes against the light, it fitly is ascribed to them ; as 
when the prophet Hosea saith, viii. 4. Of their silver and 
gold have they made them idols, that they might be cut off; 
and the prophet Micah, vi. 16. For the statutes ofOmri are 
kept, and all the tvorks of the house of Ahab, and ye walk 
in their counsels, that I should make thee a desolation. A 
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like expression to this we find, Isa. lxiii. 17. Why hast thou 
caused us to err from thy ways? ri iaKXvpvvag rag fcapSiac * 
yuuv rov fxr) (pofiuoZai m ; WHiy hast thou hardened our 
hearts, that we should not fear thee? And yet this is the 
church's prayer, imploring God's mercy, and the removal 
of his judgments, viz. the long oppression of the heathens, 
which was a temptation to them to depart from him, and 
to cast off his fear; and therefore shews they were no other- 
wise hardened by God than as these providences were a 
strong temptation to them to cast off his service. Hence 
also we may kara the power and efficacy of the word, 
when it is heartily believed and seriously attended to, to 
work in those that hear it conversion, to the salvation of 
the soul; it being only through the want of seeing and of 
understanding, that is, of believing and considering the 
importance of it, that it hath not this effect upon men. (See 
the note on Jam. i. 18.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 15. To S« iv ry icaky y$ ovroi Amv ot nvtg Iv mpSty 
KCtXy Kal ayaSy/ aKoiaavTtg tqv Aoyov, Kari^ovm. But that 
on the good ground, are they> who, in (with) an honest and 
good heart, having heard the tcord, keep it, and bring forth 
frtdt with patience.] From these words it is manifest, that 
some good disposition of heart is requisite to render the 
word truly and durably fruitful. Now what this is, see in 
note on Matt. xiii. 23. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 16/ OtrScte yap Xv^vov a\pag, koXvtttu avrbv, No 
man, when he hath lighted a candle, covcreth it with a ves- 
• sel.~\ Of this, and the seventeenth verse, see Mark iv. 22. 

[?] Ver. 39. "Ova liroinai <joi 6 Qtbg, Shew how great 
things God hath done to thee.] Here, saith Woltzogenius, 
Christ ascribes this miracle to God, the author of that 
power by which he did it, (John v. 19.) whereas had he been 
the high God, he should have ascribed it to himself. I 
answer, he doth this as not seeking his own glory, but the 
glory of him that sent him; that is, as one executing his 
prophetic office in his Father's name, and casting out devils 
i>y that Spirit he received from his Father. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 55. ^Triorpe^* to irvtvpa avrijg, Her spirit re- 
turned^ By adding this, saith Grotius, St. Luke shews, 
that the soul of man is not corporeal, or any thing that pe- 
risheth with it; but av0vir6<TTar6v n, something subsisting 
of itself; which, when the body dies, exists elsewhere, as 
the word l^-ecrrpa/^ shews. But this is not a certain infer- 
ence from the word ; for of Samson, refreshed with the 
water that came from the jaw of the ass, it is said 3 liri- 
arptipz to irvzvfxa avrov, his spirit returned, Judg. xv. 19. and 
the like phrase we find, Psal. iii. 23. Lara. i. 11. 16. 19. 
plainly importing the restoring a person to his vigour. This 
therefore is more surely to be gathered from the death of 
the damsel, ver. 53. for so Elijah speaketh in a like case, 
1 Kings xvii. 21. iTntrrpa^Tb) Si) 7) \pvxn tou watdaplov tovtov, 
Let, I pray thee, the soul of this child return into it. 



CHAP. IX. 

1. A HEN he called his twelve disciples together, and 
gave them power and authority (through his name) over 
all devils, and to cure diseases. , 

2. And he sent them to preach the (coming of the) king- 
dom of God, and to heal the sick. 

3. And he said to them, Take nothing. (with you) for 
vol. v. 



your journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, nei- 
ther money ; neither have two coats apiece ; (for you shall 
want neither provision nor protection, xxii. 35.) 

4. And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide 
(while ye continue in that city), and (from) thence depart 
(to another). . 

5. And whosoever will not receive you, ( your words, 
Matt. x. 14.) when ye go out of that city,shake off the very 
dust from your feet for a testimony against them (that ye 
account them as unclean, and not fit to be conversed with 
any more). 4 

6. And they departed, and went through the towns (of 
Judea), preaching the gospel, and healing (the sick) every 
where. 

7. Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done 
by him : and he was perplexed, because it was said of 
some, that John was risen from the dead (and so his 
great wickedness appeared in killing a man so highly fa- 
voured by God); 

8. And of some (it was said), that Elias had appeared ; 
(and so that kingdom of the Messiah was to be setup, which 
should destroy all other kingdoms; Dan. ii. 44.) and of 
others, that one of the old prophets was risen again. 

9. And Herod said, John have I beheaded: but (if he 
be not risen again) who is this, of whom I hear such (won- 
drous) things ? And he desired to see him (thatso he might 
discern whether he were the Baptist or not). , • 

10. And the apostles, when they were returned, told him 
all that they had done (in his name).- And he took them, 
and went aside privately into a desert place, belonging to 
the city called Bcthsaiday (that they might rest a little, 
Mark vi. 31.) 

11. And the people, when they knew it, followed him : 
and he received them, and spake to them of the kingdom 
of God, and healed them that had need of healing. 

12. And when the day began to wear away, then came 
the twelvej and said to him, Send the multitude away, that 
they may go into the country and towns round about,* and 
(may) lodge, and get victuals, (which here they cannot 
do): for we are here in a desert place. 

13. But he said to them, Give ye them to eat. And they 
(upon inquiry, Mark vi. 38.) said, We have no more but 
five loaves and two (little) fishes, (and what are they 
among so many? we cannot therefore satisfy them,) except 
we should go and buy meat for all this people. 

14. For they were about five thousand men ( who were 
to be fed). . And he said to his disciples, Make them, sit 
down by fifties in a company. 

15. And they did so (as he commanded), and made them 
all sit down. 

16. .Then he took the five loaves and the two fishes, 
and looking up to heaven, blessed (God over) them, and 
brake (them), and gave (of them) to the disciples to set 
before the multitude. 

17. And they did eat, and were all filled ; and there were 
taken up of fragments that remained to them ( that ga- 
thered them) twelve baskets. 

18. And it came to pass, [*] as ho was alone (from 
the multitude) praying, his disciples were with him: and 
(having ended his prayer) he asked them, saying, Whom 
say the people that I am ? 

19. They answering said, (Some say thou art) John the 
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Baptist ; but some say (thou art) Elias ; and others say, 
that one of the old prophets is risen again. 

20. He said to them, But whom say ye that I am? Pe- 
ter answering said, (Thou art) the Christ of God. 

21. And he straightly charged them, and commanded 
them to tell no man that thing; 

22. Saying, TheSonof man must suffer many things, and 
be rejected of the elders, and chief priests, and scribes, 
and bo slain, and be raised (again) the third day. 

•23. Arid he said to them all, If any man will come after 
me, let him [*] deny himself, and take up his cross daily 
(as occasion serves), vend follow me. 

24. For whosoever will (reject me to) save his life 
shall lose it; but whosoever will (beready to) lose his life 
for my sake, the same shall save it (and this surely will 
be his wisest course). 

25. For %Vhat is a man advantaged, if ho gain the whole 
world, and lose himself, or be cast away (as they who reject 
me, to save this temporal life, will be) ? t: 

26. For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my 
words (now), of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, 
when he shall come in his' own [ 3 ] glory, and in his Fa- 
theTS 9 -(that of light and flame; see note on Heb. i. 3.) and 
(with the glorious attendance) of the holy angels. 

27. But ( besides this coming at the dreadful day), I tell 
yon of a truth, there 'be some standing here, which shall 
not taste of death, till they see the (Son of man coming in 
the) kingdom of Gdd (with power, Matt, xvi.28. Mark 
ix. i. to execute his judgment on them that reject him). 

28. And it came to pass about an eight days after these 
sayings, (see the note on Mark ix. 2.) he took Peter, and 
John, and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. 

29. And as he prayed, the fashion (or appearance) of his 
countenance was altered, and his raiment was (or became) , 
white and glistering. 

30. And, behold, there talked with him two men, which 
(by their discourse) were (known to be) Moses and Elias : 

• 31. Who appeared in glory, and spake of his [ 4 ] decease, 
(the death) which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. 

32. But Peter and they that were with him (ivhilst he 
was praying) were heavy with sleep : and when they were 
awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood 
with him. 

33. And it came to pass, as they departed from him, , 
Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here : 
[ 5 ] and (therefore) Ictus mnkc(here) three tabernacles; one 
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias : not knowing 
(whether) what he said (were ivell or ill said). 

34. While he thus spake, there came a cloud (of glory), 
and overshadowed them ; and they feared as they entered 
into the cloud, (because of the magnificent glory of it, 
2 Pet. i.17.) 

35. And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, 
This is my beloved Son : hear him. * 

3G. And when the voice was past, Jesus was found 
alone. And they (three) kept it (the vision) close, and 
told no man in those days any of those things which they 
had seen. 

37. And it came to pass, that on the next day, when 
fhey were come down from the hill, much people met" 
him. 

38. And, behold, a man of the company cried out, say- 



[chap. ix. 

ing, Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son; for he is 
my only child : 

39. And, lo, a [ 6 ] spirit taketh him, and he suddenly 
cricth out ; and it tcarcth him that he foamcth again (Gr. 
it causeth him to beat himself ; and foam), and, bruising him, 
hardly departeth from him. 

40. And I besought thy disciples to cast him out; and 
they could not; (and this hath raised a dispute betwixt the 
scribes and thy disciples concerning thy power, Mark ix. 15.) 

41. Arid Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long shall 1 be with you, and suffer yon? 
Bring thy son hither. 

42. And as he was yet coming, the devil threw him 
down, and tare him (or, and he beat himself with his fists). 
And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child 
(of his epilepsy), and delivered him again to his father. 

43. And they were all amazed at the mighty power of 
God (visible in Christ). But while they wondered every 
one at all (these) things w r hich Jesus did, he said to his 
disciples, ' ' 

44. Let these sayings sink down into your ears : for 
(notwithstanding this seeming admiration) the Son of man 
shall (by these very Jews) be delivered into the hands of 
men. 

45. But they [ 7 ] understood not this saying, and it was 
hid from them, that they perceived it not; and they feared 
to ask him (of) that saying. 

40. Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of 
them should be greatest. 

47. And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took 
a child, and set himby him, 

48. And saith to them, Whosoever shall receive (such 
a one as) this child in my name, receiveth me; and 
whosoever shall receive me, receiveth him that sent me : 
for he that is least among you all (in his own), the same 
shall be great (in my esteem and kingdom). 

49. And John answered (i. e. spake) and said, Master, 
we saw one casting out devils in thy name ; and we forbade 
him, because he followeth not with us. 

50. And Jesus said to him, Forbid him not: for he that 
is not against us (but pursues the same design in beating 
down the kingdom of Satan) is for us. 

51. And it came to pass, when the time was (near) 
come that he should [ 8 ] be received up (into heaven), he 
[ 9 ] steadfastly set his face (or fully purposed) to go to Je- 
rusalem (where he toas to suffer). 

52. And (therefore) sent messengers before his face: 
and they went, and entered into a village of the Samari- 
tans, to make ready (a lodging) for him. 

53. And they did not receive him, because his [ 10 ] face 
was as though he would go (%. e. he appeared to them to be 
going) to Jerusalem (to ivorship). 

54. And when his disciplos James and John saw this, 
they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come 
down from heaven to consume them, even as Elias did (to 
the captains and their fifties) ? 

55. But he turned, and [ n ] rebuked them, and said, Ye 
know not what manner of spirit ye are of (i. & how oppo- 
site this exterminating spirit is to the design of my coining). 

56. For. the Son of man is not come to destroy men's 
(temporal) lives, but to save them. And they went to an- 
other village 
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57. And it came to pass, as they went in the way, a cer- 
tain man said to him, Lord, [ 12 ] I will follow thee whither- 
soever thou goest. - 

58. And Jesus said to him, (Thou canst expect no ad- 
vantage at present by folloiving me; for) the foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the airliave nests; but the Son of 
man hath not where to lay his head. , 

59. And he said to another, Follow me. Bat he said, 
Lord, suffer me first to go (home), and ( stay till I) bury 
my (aged) father (and then J will attend upon thee). 

GO. Jesus said to him, Let the dead bury their dead (or 
those who are dead to spiritual things be employed in those 
affairs): but go thou (forthwith) and preach the kingdom 
of God, ,. . 

61. And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but 
let me first go bid them farewell, that are at home at my 
house. 

62. And Jesus said to him, No [ 13 ] man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back (i. e. having under- 
took my service, and diverting from it to worldly business), 
is fit for the kingdom of God. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. IX. 

[ x ] Vcr. 18. KAI V lyivtTO Iv t(J tlvai clvtov Karafiovag 
irpo<nvx6fxevov, &c. And it came to pass, as he tvas alone 
praying, his disciples were with him.} The word jcara/zovac 
alone, excludes not his disciples, but the multitude now 
sent away, when they were filled, ver. 17. as appears from 
Mark iv. 10. : or KaTafx6vag7rpo<TEVxofxevoQ may be rendered, 
as he was praying alone, or by himself, his prayer being 
ended, his disciples came to him. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 23. , A7rapwj<ja<rS'a> taurov, Kal dpdru) Toy aravpov 
avrov ita%' -hfiiyav, &c. If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.} 
Daily; i. e. as oft as an occasion offers itself. Here 1 shall 
recollect all that is said in several places of the gospel 
concerning this self-denial, and taking up the cross; and 
thence givfe rules of comprising this whole duty. And, 

First, Wo must deny father and mother; for, If a man 
come to me (saith Christ), and hate not, Luke xiv. 26. i. e. 
forsake not father and piother, Matt. xix. 29. he cannot be 
my disciple. For he that loveth father and mother more than 
me, is unworthy of me, Matt. x. 37. Our Lord had told 
them, ver. 35, 36. that his gospel would accidentally cause 
great variance and division betwixt the father and the son, 
the mother and the daughter, and render those of their own 
household the most fierce and cruel enemies; he therefore 
lets them know, that if, when this shall come to pass, father 
and mother did prevail upon them, cither by that affection 
which men naturally bear to their parents, or by that re- 
verence they give to their authority and commands, when 
these commands do thwart his precepts ; or else by those 
advantages, or outward comforts, which they expect to re- 
ceive from their parents, and by adhering to the doctrine of 
their Lord, might lose or hazard ; i. e. if they, by any of 
these motives, were induced to prefer the commands or will 
of their parents before Christ's, and value their counte- 
nance and affection before his favour, — they could not sin- 
cerely be his disciples. Now this, by parity of reason, 
holds concerning civil magistrates, who are the fathers of 
their country, and spiritual superiors, who are fathers of 



the church; and of all others, who have like power to 
command, reward, or punish us ; and so this instance af- 
fords this rule of self-denial. 

Rule I. That they to whom we bear the greatest natural 
affection, and the highest reverence, to whose Commands 
w r e owe the most entire obedience in lawful matters, from 
whom we have received already, and may expect, the great- 
est temporal advantages, provided we comply! withtheir de- 
sires, or the worst temporal evils upon refusal, must be 
denied, forsaken, and comparatively hated, for the sake of 
Christ; so that although. the yearning, bowels of a tender 
mother, ;jvhich at ; first conceived me, and the, gray hairs of 
an indulgent father, should be plcaded'as motives*, to induce 
me to break the least commandments of the holy Jesus ; 
though the authority of civil, natural, and ecclesiastical su- 
periors should combine to tempt me to do what Christ for- 
bids ; though this authority should allure me with proffers 
of the highest honours or rewards, or should endeavour to 
affright me with the severest menaces ; yet, if all these con- 
siderations should prevail with me, to gratify myself and 
them, by doing that which my own conscience and God's 
word assure me will be displeasing to my Saviour, or 
opposite to his commands, it is evident that I regard my- 
self, or them, more than I do my Saviour ; and therefore 
am unworthy of him, and cannot be sincerely his disciple. 

Secondly, We must deny our wife and children, even that 
wife of our bosom, who is made one flesh with us, whom 
we must love as dearly as we love ourselves, (Eph. v. 33.) 
and for whose sake father and mother must.be left (Gen. 
ii. 24.) We also must deny those 'children, which. are the 
offspring of our bowels, the joy. and comfort. of our lives; 
for, if any man come to me (saith Christ), and hate not his 
wife and children, Luke xiv. 26. if he forsake not wife and 
children for my name's sake, and the gospeVs, Mark x.28. 
he cannot be my disciple. Accordingly it is recorded, for 
the everlasting honour of the Levites, that they observed 
God's word, and kept his covenant, saying unto their father 
and mother, I have not seen them, not knowing their own 
children, mot acknowledging their brethren; that is, being 
commanded by God's servant Moses, to kill every man his 
brother, friend, and son, that had been guilty of idolatry, 
in worshipping the golden calf, they executed the com- 
mand of God without regard to father, mother, son, or bro- 
ther, Exod. xxxii. 27, 28. Now. the children of our loins, 
and the wife of our bosom, being the objects of our strong- 
est love and greatest pity, and those in whom we chiefly 
take delight and pleasure ; this second instance will afford 
this rule, viz. 

RuleH. That whatever we most passionately love, are 
most especially concerned for, do cleave most closely to in 
our affections, and above all enjoyments do take the most 
pleasure in, must be loved less than Christ; and conse- 
quently must be denied, forsaken, and comparatively hated, 
for his sake, and the gospel's. Now to this rule, by parity 
of reason, may be reduced all our immoderate affections to 
the pleasures of this world, whether they be the pleasures 
of the appetite, such as the glutton and the drunkard do 
pursue;, the pleasures of the senses, which the voluptuous 
and lustful persons chiefly prosecute; the pleasures of vain 
sports and pastimes, gamings, and other recreations: so 
that if our affection to a bosom friend prevail upon us to 
defer that religion we profess without conviction, or to act 
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in contradiction to any precept of it, of which, our con- 
science is convinced; [if our love to, our own offspring 
will not permit us to reprove, correct, or to restrain them, 
when they dishonour God, and render themselves vile, 
but, with old Eli, we despise our God by thus preferring 
our sons before him ; if our affections are inordinately set 
upon the pleasures of this world, now mentioned, so that 
we do more passionately covet and delight more in them 
than the things of God; wo do moro eagerly pursue, more 
constantly employ our care and time about them than about 
spiritual things, and so become lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God; if our affection to them doth pre- 
vail upon us to neglect our duty towards God, our neigh- 
bour, or ourselves, or to enjoy them in that degree or man- 
ner, which is forbidden by the laws of Christ, — then do we 
love them more than Christ ; and therefore cannot be sin- 
cerely his disciples. 

Thirdly, We must deny brother and sister, which may 
be fitly styled denying of ourselves, seeing a brother is a 
second self, of the same flesh and blood with us, and there- 
fore styled, Frater quasi ferh alter : for, he that cometh 
unto me (saith Christ), and hateth not his brother and his 
sister, Luke xiv. 26. i. e. who tvill not leave them for my 
sake, Mark x. 28. cannot be my disciple. Now a brother, 
naturally, and in the Scripture import of the word, denotes 
a person with whom we do familiarly converse, and have 
an intimate acquaintance; hence, when the spouse de- 
sireth to have more near acquaintance, and more close 
communion with Christ, she thus expresseth her deshe: 
Oh that he were as my brother, that sucked the breast of 
my mother! Cant. viii. 1. And the wise man, exhorting 
others to associate themselves with wisdom, and be more 
intimately acquainted with her ways, doth bid them say to 
wisdom, Thou art my sister, Prov. vii. 4. Moreover, this 
relation intimates the closest union of affection, and the 
greatest friendship; whence friends, in Scripture, are so 
oft styled brethren; and Christian love, in the superla- 
tive degree, is often represented by the love of brethren. 
So that our third rule will be this, viz. 

Rulelll. That Christians must deny, forsake, and must, 
comparatively, hate their nearest relative and dearest 
friend, who are as their own soul, (Deut. xiii. G.) and cleave 
closer to them than a brother, (Prov; xviii. 24.) and him 
with whom they have enjoyed the sweetest and most de- 
lightful converse, and most familiar acquaintance, when it 
is necessary for the sake of Christ, and in obedience to his 
precepts, so to do; and then, cl fortiori, this rule must 
bind us to deny our pot-companions, our lustful Delilahs, 
our brethren in iniquity, our vain and sinful company, and 
to have no communion with them in their works of dark- 
ness, but to reprove them. If then the importunity of 
friend or brother prevail upon thee to transgress wilfully 
any commandment of thy God and Saviour; if they draw 
thee, by their example or persuasions, to excess or riot, 
to chambering or wantonness, or any other sin, which is, in 
effect, to persuade thee to be damned for company; if, 
in dispensing punishments, rewards, preferments, favours, 
thou dost transgress this rule of equity on their accounts; 
if thy regard to them restrain thee from reproving their 
drunkenness and swearing, their lewd or atheistical dis- 
course; nay, if the plain command of God, to hold no 
friendship or familiarity with them, doth not prevail upon 



thee to abandon and forsake their company, as much as 
may be, — then evident it is, thou lovest the company of 
such vile creatures, more than communion with thy Sa- 
viour; thou dost more prize their friendship than bis fa- 
vour, thou wilt not leave thy friend for him, and therefore 
art not worthy of him. 

Fourthly, We must deny ourselves in houses, lands, and 
goods, or in those things by which we, with God's blessing 
on them, do subsist; and though these things be not so 
properly ourselves, as wife and children ; yet, since men 
arc so hot in the pursuit of them, that they will hazard 
their reputation, health, life, soul, or their whole selves in 
prosecution of them; since, when these things are lost, we 
are so apt to think and say, we are undone; since by the 
Scriptures these things are called our substance, and are 
indeed the things by which our nature does subsist ; — our 
denial of them, upon these accounts, may very fitly be 
called self-denial, and thus we are obliged to deny our- 
selves: for, tvhosoever he be of us, thai forsaketh not all 
that he hath, iravra ra v7rapx 0VTa > fl # his possessions, or his 
worldly goods, he cannot be my disciple, saith our Lord,- 
Luke xiv. 33. Hence doth our Saviour lay this command 
on the young man, to sell his great possessions, and give 
them to the poor, and follow him, in expectation of a 
heavenly treasure ; and did pronounce, on his refusal to 
obey so irksome a command, that he could not enter into 
the kingdom of God. Here then the rule runs thus, viz. 

Rule IV. That Christ's disciples must, when his provi- 
dence doth call them to it, renounce, cast from them, 
abandon, even their whole subsistence, and all their tem- 
poral good things, in prospect of those spiritual blessings, 
which he hath promised to all, who, for his and his gospel's 
sake, do thus deny themselves : and then much more must 
we renounce our superfluities, and those accommodations 
whereby we only gratify our fancies, and our carnal minds, 
viz. our stately palaces> our numerous attendants, our deli- 
cious fare, our rich attire, our large and flourishing estates. 
If then we cannot freely spend these temporal enjoyments 
in the cause of Christ, or part with superfluities for the re- 
lief and comfort of his members; if we cannot cast away, 
abandon, or reject these things, though dear unto us as a 
right hand, or eye, when they prove snares, temptations, 
and offences to us ; if the rich man cannot be content to be 
brought low, and to take joyfully the spoiling of his goods, 
in prospect of those never-failing riches Christ hath pro- 
mised ; if, to enjoy or to preserve these things, we venture 
to make shipwreck of faith, or a good conscience, or out of 
love unto this present world are moved, with Demas, to 
forsake or to neglect our duty to Christ, — then we love mam- 
mon more than Christ, and therefore cannot be his true 
disciples. 

Fifthly, We must deny even life itself, which is still a 
more high degree of self-denial: there is scarce any thing 
we do so highly value and dearly love, and so much labour 
to preserve, and so unwillingly let go, as life ; for, skin for, 
or after, skin, and all that a man hath, will a man give for 
Ms life, and yet this also must be denied for Christ's sake: 
for, if any man come unto me, and hateth not his own life 
(saith Christ), he cannot be my disciple; i. e. if he doth not 
love God better, and prize his favour iuotc, than he doth 
value tho continuance of this present life; if he cannot 
prevail upon himself to die for Christ, that he may live for 
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ever with him ; and lose this miserable life, to find it hap- 
pily improved into a life of endless bliss and happiness; if 
he cannot follow the example of his Lord, who suffered 
first, then entered into his glory,— he vainly doth pretend to 
be a follower or a disciple of the holy Jesus. This in- 
stance then of self-denial doth inform us, that even natural 
life must be forsaken, and renounced, when we cannot 
preserve it without the loss of our more valuable interest 
in Christ, and those eternal blessings he hath promised to 
all those that suffer for the sake of righteousness. And 
if this natural life must be denied for Christ, much 
more my personal or civil liberty, my habitation, or my 
country. 

Rule V. If then I cannot live a pilgrim and stranger upon 
earth, in expectation of a heavenly country, or live in 
banishment and exile for the cause of Christ; if I cannot 
suffer bonds and imprisonments, that I may still continue 
the Lord's freeman; if I cannot be induced to lose my 
life, that I may fiftd it; but will endeavour to preserve my 
life or liberty by the violation of any laws of Christ,— it is 
evident I love this present life more than I love my Sa- 
viour, more than that crown of life, which he hath only pro- 
mised to those who shall continue faithful to the death ; 
and therefore am unworthy of him, and falsely do pretend 
to be a true disciple of the holy Jesus. 

Sixthly, We must deny our honour, and our reputation, 
our ease, and our deliverance from those afflictions, which 
render life a burden, which is the last and highest pitch 
of self-denial ; even when our afflictions and our persecu- 
tion do render death itself a mercy and deliverance ; when, 
with good Job, our soul chooseth strangli?ig, and death, ra- 
ther than life, and longeth for it mor$ than for hid trea- 
sure; (Job iii. 21.) when for his sake we are reproached all 
the day long, and are exposed as spectacles of shame and 
infamy to the beholder: all this we must with patience 
suffer for the name of Jesus ; for even after that our Lord 
had said, Jf any man come to me, and hate not his own life, 
he cannot be my disciple, he adds, Luke xiv. 27. And ivho- 
soever doth not bear his cross cannot be my disciple; where- 
fore this bearing of the cross imports some farther act of 
self-denial; which, that wo may the better understand, 
consider, 1. that the cross among the Romans was ac- 
counted the most ignominious and shameful death, inflicted 
only upon slaves ; for, as Lactantius saith, " Houiine li- 
bero quemvis nocente indignum videbatur," Now to a ge- 
nerous spirit it is not so much to die, as it is to suffer in an 
ignominious manner, and as the worst of malefactors, being 
innocent; whence, as the heathen Seneca well notes, no 
person can so much express his love to virtue, or more 
entirely be devoted to her, than he, " Qui boni viri fa- 
mam perdit, ne conscicntiam perderet," that loses his re- 
putation to preserve his conscience. 2. Consider that this 
was a most bitter, painful, and afflictive death; whence, as 
Austin notes, acerbissimi dolores, Cruciatus, a Cruce vo- 
cabantur. From this expression therefore thus explained, 
I collect this rule, viz. 

RuleYl. That the disciple of the holy Jesus must endure 
the mostfiery trials, the most-sharp afflictions, and choose to 
die in the most shameful, ignominious manner, for the cause 
of Christ ; i. e. when he cannot escape those things without 
denial, or acting contrary to the commandments of his 
Saviour: and then much more, when equal circumstances 



do concur, must he deny himself his ease and worldly quiet, 
his places of grandeur, his honour and his reputation, and- 
those punctilios of honour, which the hectors "of our age so 
much insist on ; and must with patience bear, and readiness 
forgive, all the affronts he suffers from the hands of men,' 
which he can never less deserve than by adhering firmly to 
his Lord. If then we cannot quit our eas6 and worldly 
quietness for Christ, but rather will neglect knovvn duty; 
than give ourselves the trouble, which Christ's service calls 
for, rather comply with what is uppermost, than put our- 
selves to any trouble or disquiet to preserve an upright 
conscience ; if the example and authority of Christ be not 
sufficient to curb our angry passions, quell our malicious 
and revengeful tempers; if the punctilios of honour tempt 
us to duel, and to spill our brother's blood; if we cannot 
lay down our honour and our reputation at the feet of 
Christ, not seeking honours from frail creatures, but that 
which comes from God alone, and being willing to be dis- 
honoured for his sake; if fiery trials do cool our love to 
Christ, or the most sharp afflictions do cause us to forget 
our duty to him ; if we do not rather choose to endure afflic- 
tionwith the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
foraseason, — we either love or fear those things more than 
we love the favour, or fear the frowns, of our blessed-Lord : 
and therefore cannot be his true disciples. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 26. "Orav zX&y lv -nj 86%y avrov, koi tov Trarpoc, Kat 
rwv ayiwv ayylXwv, When he shall come in his own, and in 
his Father's glory, and in the glory of his holy angels.] The 
Divine apparitions in the Old Testament are represented by 
a great light, or splendour, by the Jews styled Schechinah, 
and the presence and attendance of holy angels ; and these 
are styled the glory of God, or the appearance of the glory 
of God, and, representing to them God the Father, are here 
styled the glory of the Father; and it being the Aoyoc, or 
Son of God, which usually thus appeared, and who, after 
his ascension, was again invested with this glory, it is here 
also styled his glory. (See the notes on John xvii. 5. 
Phil. ii.G. Heb. i.3.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 31. "EAeyov t?)v ??o86v avrbv, &c. And they spake 
of his decease, ivhich he should accomplish lv 'Iepouo-aXifyi, at 
Jerusalem.'] Not of that destruction which he was to ac- 
complish on Jerusalem ; for, that Moses and Elias'spake 
one word of that, we read not in the Holy Scripture; nor 
doth the word t'SoSpc, absolutely put, ever signify anjfsuch 
thing, but only when it is joined with army, king, captains, 
soldiers, and the like; but it is the proper word used by 
Scripture, and other writers, for a departure out^of this 
life; so 2 Pet. i. 15. Twill endeavour that, fxtra rr\v if.irjv 
z%o$ovy after my departure, ye may have these things in re- 
membrance; Wisd." iii. 2. In the sight of the unwise they 
seemed to die, koL 2£o3oc ahrwv, and their departure is taken 
for misery ; and, vii.G. All men have one entrance into life, 
c?o8oc re io-i7, and their departure is alike ; Ecclus.xxxviii. 
23. Be comforted for him, lv i^oS^ Trvev/xaroc avrov, when his 
spirit departeth. Hence Grotius notes this as one of those 
phrases by which the' old tradition of the immortality of 
the soul is preserved, though l%£\tv<rig rov 7rvtvfiaTog is only 
the expiration, or going forth of the breath of man. (Psal. 
civ. 29. cxlvi. 4.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 33. Kcu iroinaufit-v, &c. And let us make three 
tabernacles.] Kal here signifies therefore, as Gen. xii.*19. 
xxix. 33. xlii.22. Dcut. iv..G. 15. 37. 40. v. 32. vi.3i vii; 
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9. viii. 6. xxviii. 48. Josh, xxiii. 11. xxiv. 10. 18. 1 Sam. 
ii. 17. Luke xii. 29. 1 Cor. v. 13. 

[ 6 ] Ver.39. Kai iSoi) irvzvfia Xafifiavu ovtov, And, behold, a 
spirit takeih him.'] That this person was truly possessed 
with an evil spirit, is evident, 1. because St. Matthew said 
expressly, that Christ rebuked him, and the devil departed 
from him, Matt. xvii. 18. 2. Because Christ commands 
him to depart, and return no more, Mark ix. 24. 

P] Ver. 45. Oi 81 rryvoovv to pjjjtta, koL ^v TrapaicCKaXvjujucvov 
an abrCov, But they understood not this saying, and it was 
hid from them.] They understood the words, but knew not 
how to reconcile them with their own traditions, that their 
Messiah should live for ever ; or with the great things they 
expected from him : and therefore in after-ages they in- 
vented the distinction of Messiah ben Joseph, who was to 
die; and of Messiah ben David, who was to triumph, and 
live for ever. 

[ 8 J Ver. 51. y Ey(v£TO Si iv n$ avp.ir\r\oova%ai toq t)fi(pac tijq 
avaXvfawe avrov, When the time tvas come, that heshoxddbe 
received tip.] Though this may be said with some analogy 
of his death, which he was, irXnpovaiai Iv'UpovaaXrifi, to ac- 
complish at Jerusalem, whither he was now bound ; because 
that was by being lifted up upon the cross ; yet that being 
only styled vipwatg, but never avaXyptQ, I incline rather to 
think, that as his ?£oSoe signifies his departure, so his ava- 
Xij^ic niay import his glorious ascension into heaven, the 
fruit and consequence of his death, who, having purged 
away our sins by his death, is sat down at the right hand of 
Majesty in the highest: (Heb. i. 3.) he, for the suffering of 
death, being crowned with glory and honour, (ii. 9.) and 
Sio, for this cause exalted. (Phil. ii. 9.) So Elias is said, 
avctXij03>jvcu etc tov ovpavbv, to be taken up into heaven, 
2 Kings ii. 1. 9. Ecclus. xlviii. 9. 

[ 9 ] Kai avroc i<rri}pi1£z irpoawrrov avrov tov iroptvtaSai tic 
'Upovvakijfi, He steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.] 
That is, he firmly purposed to go to Jerusalem, and began 
to execute it by passing from Galilee, the road-way through 
Samaria to Jerusalem. This is the frequent import of this 
phrase in the Septuagint, when there is mention of the 
counsel, purpose, or decree of God declared to his people. 
So Jer. iii. 12. ov firj orijpiw irpoaonrov jiov i<f rifiac, I will not 
set my face against you; xxi. 10. cori/pi^w to irpoavj-trov juov, 
I have set my face against this city for evil; and Ezek. xxi. 
2. oti/oktov to TTpoawnov aov E7TI 'ItpovcraXrjfi, Set thy face 
against Jerusalem: so vi. 2. xiii. 17. xv. 7. xx. 4G. xxv. 
2. xxviii. 21. xxix. 2. xxxviii. 1. Dan. xi. 16, 17. 

j-ioj y 0Xt 53^ And the Samaritans received him not, oti to 
7rp6<TU>Trov avrov *Jv iroptvdfitvov tig 'Upovoakrjfi, because his 
face ivas as though he was going to Jerusalem.] It appeared 
by the road he took, and the places he went through, that 
he was going thither. So of Sennacherib, Hezckiah saw, 
on to irpoowTTov clvtov, that his face was to fight against Je- 
rusalem, 2 Chron. xxxih 2. i. c. that he directed his army 
thither; and they that firmly purposed to go to Egypt are 
SivTtg to 7rp6(j(x)Trov ctvrwv etc ynv Alyvirrov, men that set their 
face to go into Egypt, Jer. xlii. 15. 17. (See also 2 Kings 
xii. 17.) The reason why the Samaritans, knowing thus his 
purpose, received him not, as they did other Galileans 
going thither, was, that, by going thither on a religious 
account, viz. to celebrate the Passover, he decided the 
controversy betwixt them and the Jews, touching the place 
by God appointed for worship, and for sacrifice, against 



theiri; which, though they regarded not when done by the 
Galileans, yet was it grievous to them, that such a cele- 
brated doctor, as Christ was, should do it. 

Ver. 54. c Qc *a\ 'HAfoe lirqlwE.] II<ecirrepserunt ex mar- 
gine, saith Dr. Mills ; but they are owned by all the eastern 
versions, by Theophylact here,, by Chrysost. de Prccat. 
hom. 1. ed. Mor. p. 747. (Sec also the defence of kqS? 
fjulpav, ver. 33. Examcn Millii.) 

[ u ] Ver. 55, 5G. But he turned and rebuked them, saying, 
ovk oldaTB oiov TrvivfiaTdg lore ifiuc, You know not what spirit 
ye are of] Here interpreters truly note, that Trvivfia, spirit, 
is put for the affection, or disposition of the mind ; as when 
the Scripture speaks of the spirit of bondage and adoption, 
Rom. viii. 15. and of the spirit of fear, power, love, and of 
a sound mind, 2 Tim. i. 7. But that which is here chiefly 
to be observed is, the contradiction of this saying to the 
popish practice of persecuting, destroying, and extermi- 
nating those whom they call heretics^ purely on account 
of their religion ; for observe, 

First, That whereas they who are thus persecuted by the 
church of Rome, are falsely supposed to be schismatics 
and heretics ; the Samaritans undoubtedly were both. For, 

1. in opposition to the temple of Jerusalem, which God 
himself appointed for the place where he would be wor- 
shipped, commanding all men to repair to it, they erected 
a temple upon Mount Gerizim, and there they worshipped, 
deserting the temple of Jerusalem; this was their schism. 

2. They also were heretics and idolaters : for they erred 
in matters which concerned salvation; aiid this our Sa- 
viour testified in these words, Ye worship ye know not 
what, we know what we worship; for salvation is of the 
Jews. (John iv. 22.) 

Secondly, observe, That whereas the Romanists do ex- 
ercise this cruelty on them whom they call schismatics and 
heretics, chiefly for their refusing t to receive and own him 
as Christ's vicar, who manifestly doth usurp that title ; 
these Samaritans refused to receive our Saviour himself 
in his own person, and that because he seemed to be going 
to Jerusalem to worship; so that the honour of God, and 
of religion, and of Jerusalem, the place of his peculiar 
worship, were all concerned in this case. 

Thirdly, observe, That the permission of what was here 
desired by St. John and Peter, would have been more ef- 
fectual for the conviction of the heretical, schismatical Sa- 
maritans, than any of the punishments inflicted by the in- 
quisition, or any arts of papal tyranny can be for the con- 
viction of those whom they call heretics and schismatics; 
for these disciples did not desire, that they themselves 
might execute on the Samaritans this sentence, by com- 
mitting them to the flames, or imploring the magistrates' 
assistance to consume or bum them ; they only did request, 
that they might call upon the God of heaven to rain down 
fire upon them, and consume them; which, had it pleased 
him to do on this occasion, the rest of the Samaritans, by 
what this village suffered, must have been evidently con- 
vinced, by demonstration from heaven, of God's displeasure 
against their way of worship, and of the truth of that Mes- 
siah, and his doctrine, who procured this vengeance to be 
executed upon them: whereas the persecutions of that 
church, because they minister no conviction to the con- 
science, servo only to harden men's hearts, and embitter 
their spirits against those who use them, and to induce 
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them more firmly to believe that such a barbarous religion 
cannot be of God. 

From these three observations it is evident, that whatso- 
ever may be pleaded by the church of Rome to justify her 
practice in burning, massacring, extirpating of heretics and 
schismatics, might, with advantage, have been pleaded 
here. * " Doth she practise her severities out of a zeal for 
truth, and for the honour of God and Christ, and of the true 
religion, and for the reclaiming heretics and schismatics, 
and the preventing or terrifying others from adhering to 
them, or being deluded by them f Upon all these accounts 
you see, that the disciples had far greater cause to call for 
fire from heaven upon this village of Samaria : and yet our 
Saviour, under these circumstances, .thinks fit to rebuke 
even the desires of doing this to one small village. How 
then will he rebuke the actual performance of it to many 
hundred thousand souls, after his solemn declaration of the 
repugnancy of these proceedings to the design of his most 
blessed advent, and to the spirit of the gospel! -For the 
true reasons why Christ rebuked his disciples for their de- 
sire of dealing thus severely with these schismatical and 
heretical Samaritans were these: 

First, Because this spirit of severity towards erroneous 
persons, in whomsoever it is found, is highly opposite to 
the calm temper of Christianity, as is insinuated in that 
reply of Christ to his disciples, Ye know not what spirit ye 
are of; that is, ye do not well consider under what way of 
dispensation ye are placed by me. +The way I como to 
teach men the temper, disposition, and affection I would 
fix within them, is not a furious, persecuting, and destruc- 
tive spirit ; but mild, and gentle, and tender of the lives and 
interests of men, even of those who are our greatest ene- 
mies. Under the % old testament, indeed, they who re- 
jected and scoffed at a prophet suffered severely for it, the 
prophet had commission to call for fire from heaven to de- 
stroy them presently, and curse them in the name of the 
Lord. (2 Kings ii. 24.) But they who reject and crucify 
Christ, arc by him prayed for, and are, by his command, to 
be still preached to, and, if possible, brought to repentance; 
and, according to his example, are all Christians to con- 
form themselves, acting towards contemners of their per- 
sons or rejecters of their doctrine, not according to the legal, 
but the evangelical dispensation ; not according to the se- 
verity of Elias, but the meekness and gentleness of Christ: 
and therefore your desire of proceeding according to the 
extraordinary spirit of.Elias, under the gospel-dispensa- 
tion is intolerable; for that designs universal love, peace, 
and good-will even to enemies ; it doth engage us to shew 
all meekness to all men; and so no difference of religion, 
no pretence of zeal for God, can justify this fierce, vindic- 
tive, and exterminating spirit. 

Secondly, Our Saviour's second reason against this pro- 
ceeding is, that it was repugnant to the end for which he 
came into the world, which was, not to destroy men's lives, 
but to save them. % " He came to discountenance all fierce- 
ness, and rage, and cruelty in men one towards another; 
to restrain and subdue that furious and unpeaccable spirit, 
which is so troublesome to the world, and the cause of so , 
many mischiefs and disorders in it; to beget a peaceable 



* nr.Tillotson's Serm. Nov. 5, 1678. p. 15. 
% Vide Dr. Hammond Id locum. 



t Ibid. p. 7. 

J Dr. Tillols. ibid, p. 8. 



disposition in men of the most distant tempers ;" making 
the lamb and the wolf lie down together; (Isa.xi.6. 9.) and 
no. more to destroy and hurt each other; but turn their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks; (Micah iv. 3.) engaging them to lay aside all bitter- 
ness, and wrath, anger, and clamour, and evil-speaking, 
with all malice. He came to introduce that excellent spirit 
which consults not only the eternal salvation of men's 
souls, but their temporal peace and security, their comfort 
and happiness in this world, whose fruits are righteousness 
andpeacd; (Rom. xiv. 17.) love, peace, long-suffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, and meekness; (Gal. v. 22, 23.) whose wis- 
dom is pure and peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, 
fall of mercy and good fruits [or works'], (James iii. 17.) and 
which commands the .wise and knowing man to shew forth, 
out of a good conversation, his ivorks with meekness of wis- 
dom, (ver. 13.) condemning all his bitter zeal as earthly, 
sensual, and devilish, (ver. 14, 15.) which suffers not the 
servant of Christ to be engaged in foolish questions, which 
beget strife; because that the disciple of this mild and gen- 
tle Saviour must not fight, but must be gentle towards all 
men, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose them- 
selves against the truth, though their doctrine spread as' a 
gangrene, and overthroiv the faith of some: (2-Timi ii. 24, 
26. 17, 18.) not dispatching them out of the way, as* is the 
manner of the Romanists, but with long-suffering expecting, 
if God, peradventure, will give them repentance to the ac- 
knowledgment of the truth, which teaches us to bear the in- 
firmities of persons weak in faith, (Rom. xv. 1.) to restore 
them in the spirit of meekness, (Gal. vi. 1.) to become as weak 
to the weak, that we may gain the weak, (1 Cor. ix. 22.) to 
bear with the weak, and be long-suffering to all men, 
(1 Thess. v. 14.) to speak evil of no man, to be no fighters, 
but meek, shewing all gentleness towards all men ; and that 
upon this sole account, that we ourselves were sometimes 
foolish and deceived. (Tit. iii. 2, 3.) 

Now both these reasons are such as equally concern all 
persons, magistrates as well as ministers, them who thus 
persecute out of misguided zeal towards God, as well as 
those who do it out of envy, hatred, and such carnal prin- 
ciples : and they seem plainly to infer, that no man should- 
be persecuted, as in the church of Rome men arc, purely 
for his mistake concerning, or his denial of, any article of 
faith revealed by the gospel, but only for seditious and 
treasonable doctrines, or for such crimes as, h£d the gos- 
pel never been revealed, might justly have been punished 
by the civil magistrate. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 57. Master, I will follow thee tvhithersoever thou 
goestJ] This being said, as Christ perceived, from the com- 
mon opinion of the nation, that the disciples of the Messiah 
should get wealth and honour, Christ soon discourages him 
from executing this resolution, laying before him the mean 
and low condition in which he was to be followed by his 
disciples. 

[ 13 ] Ver. G2. OuSac £7n]3aXa>v rrjv X&P a «utov lir* aporpov, ku\ 
fiXi-n-wv etc ra biriab), &c. No man, having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.] 
Christ often compares his word to seed, and the time of 
•gaining others to the faith to the harvest. Now of the 
plougher and sower of the seed, it was used to be said pro- 
verbially, He is no good ploughman or seedsman, who, being 
at that work, looketh back; because his furrows will not 
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bo straight, nor his seed cast even from him: whence they 
require, of such a one, 1. That he should stoop, for then 
he cannot look back ; according of Pliny,* Arator, nisi in- 
enrvus, j>r<evaricatur : 2. That he should look straight 

.before him, not back on his associates, as Hesiod in these 

f \vords, 

"Oe k Ipyov fxt\tTtZ>v lOttav avXax IXavvot, 

MitKtTi irairTalvtov 7rpoc bfxnXticae. "EpY* ver * 441. 

This Christ applies to the spiritual husbandry; to which 
he that applies himself must forget the things which are 
behind, tfiirpoaOtv l>cniv6fxtvos, bending and stretching out 
himself to those which are before. (Phil. iii. 14.) 

CHAP. X. 

1. AFTER these things tho Lord appointed other [ a ] se- 
venty also, and sent them two and two before his face into 
every city and place, whither he himself would come (after 
them, 

2. And because he sent them to so many cities), therefore 
said he to them, The harvest truly is great, but the la- 
bourers arc few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the har- 
vest, that he would send forth (more) labourers into his 
harvest. 

3. Go your ways : behold, I send you forth as lambs 
.among wolves (ready to devour them.; 

4. Yet) carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes; and 
[:] salute no man by the way (i. e. spend no time in fruit- 
less civilities, which may divert you from your business). 

5. And into whatsoever house ye enter, say, Peace be to 
this house. 

6. And if the son of peace be there (one fit, by reason of 
his peaceable temper, to receive that blessing), your peace 
shall rest upon it (i. c. it shall be according to your prayer): 
if not, it shall turn to you again; (i.e. they shall receive no 
benefit by it, Psal. xxxv. 13. Isa. lv. 11.) 

j 7. And in the same house (in which you find a Son of 
peace) remain, eating and drinking such things as they give 
(you as the reward of your labour): for the labourer is 
.worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house (for better 
entertainment). 

> 8. And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive 
you, eat such things as arc set before you : 

9. And heal the sick that arc therein, and say to them, 
The kingdom of God is come nigh to you. 

10. But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive 
you not, go your ways out into the streets of the same, 
and say, % 

11. Even the very dust of your city, which eleaveth on 
(to)us,\rc do wipe off, (as a testimony) against you (that 
we refuse all farther commerce with you): notwithstanding 
be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh to 
you (and you would not receive it). 

12. But ( and) I say to you, That it shall be more tole- 
rable in that day (when God shall judge the disobedient and 
unbelievers) for Sodom, than for that city. 

13. Woe to thee, Chorazin! Woe tothee,Bethsaida! for if 
the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which 
have been done in you, they had a great while ago re- 

* Hisl. Nil. lib. xviii. cap. 19. 



pentcd, sitting in sackcloth and ashes (with the deepest 
sorrow and humility). 

14. But (and accordingly ) it shall be more tolerable for 
Tyro and Sidon at the (day of) judgment, than for you. 

15. And thou, Capernaum, which'art exalted to heaven 
( i. e. advanced highly above others by my doctrine, taught in 
thy synagogues, and miracles wrought in thee), shalt be 
thrust down to hell (L e. into a state of the extremest 
misery. 

16. And for your encouragement in the work on which I 
send you,) he that hearcth you, (preaching in my name the 
kingdom of God, shall be owned as one that) hearcth me; 
and ho that despiseth you, (shallbe treated as one that) de- 
spisethmc; and he .that despiseth me, (as one that) de- 
spiseth him that sent me. 

17. And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, 
Lord, even the [ s ] devils are subject to us through thy 
name. 

18. And he said to them (when I sent you forth), I be- 
held Satan as lightning fall from [ 4 ] heaven (i. e. I foresaw 
the sudden downfall of his kingdom). 

19. [ 5 ] Behold, I give to you power to tread on serpents, 
and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by 
any means hurt you; (i. e. I promise you protection against 
Satan and his instruments, and whatever else may hurt you, 
and power to prevail over all their opposition.) 

' 20. [ 6 ] Notwithstanding, in this rejoice not that the 
spirits are subject to you ; but rather rejoice, because your 
names are written in heaven (i. e. you have a present right 
to. a heavenly kingdom). 

21. In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
hast f 7 ] hid these things from the (men, in their own con- 
ceits) wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes 
(in their account, llom.ii.20.) even so, Father (hath the 
event been in my preaching); for so it seemed good in thy 
sight. 

22. All things are delivered to me of(i. e, by) my Father: 
and no man (Gr. none) knowcth [ 8 J who the Son is (as to 
his nature and dignity), but the Father; and (no man 
knoxveth truly) who the Father is, but the Son, and he to 
whom the Son will reveal (the saving knowledge of) him. 

23. And he turned him (self) to his disciples, and said 
privately, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that 
ye sec : 

24. For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have 
desired to sec those things that ye sec (viz. the days of the 
Messiah), and have not seen them ; and to hear the things 
that ye hear (the mysteries of the kingdom of God), and 
have not heard them. 

25. And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up,and tempted 
him *(i. e. made trial of his wisdom), saying, Master, what 
shall T do to inherit eternal life? 

26. And he said to him, What is written in the law? 
How readest thou? 

27. And he ( the lawyer) answering, said, Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind ; and 
thy neighbour as thyself. 

28. And he (Christ) said to him, Thou hast answered 
right: this do, and thou shalt live. 

29. But he, willing to justify himself (as one that had 
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already done this), said to Jesus, And [»] who is my neigh- 
bour (lam thus to love? If those of our nation only, as we 
teach, I have done that). 

30. And Jesus answering (by an apologue) said, A cer- 
tain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and 
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 

31. And by chance there came down a certain priest 
that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other 
side (taking no pity on him). 

32. And likewise a Levite, when he was come at the 
place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other 
side (shewing no compassion cm him). 

33. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where 
he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him.* 

34. And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pour- 
ing in (to them) oil and wine: and (he) set him on his 
own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him. : 

35. And on the morrow, when he departed, he took out 
two pence, and gave them to the host, and said to him, 
Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, 
when I come again, T will repay thee. 

36. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neigh- 
bour to him that fell among the thieves? 

37. And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then 
said Jesus to him, Go, and do thou likewise (treat the Sa- 
maritan with like kindness, and thou ivilt do according to 
this precept). 

38. Now it came to pass, as they went (to Bethany, 
John xi. 1.) that he entered into a certain village : and 
a certain woman named Martha received him into her 
house. 

39. And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at 
Jesus' feet, and heard his word. 

40. But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and 
came to him, and said, Lord, dost not thou care that my 
sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that 
she help me. 

41. And Jesus answered and said to her, Martha, Mar- 
tha, thou art careful and troubled about many things ; 

42. But one [ 10 ] thing is (absolutely) needful : and Mary 
(by hearing my word, that she may do it,) hath chosen 
that good part, (the fruits of) which shall not be taken 
from her. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. X. 

t 1 ] Vcr. 1. 'ETE'POYS lj38o^»covra, TJie Lord appointed 
seventy others.] Grotius saith they were chosen according 
to the number of the Sanhedrin, and so were, seventy-two; 
six of them being chosen out of every tribe ; for which he 
cites the authority of Joscphus. Now Joscphus doth indeed 
say of the seniors sent to Ptolemgeus Philadelphus, that 
they were %% a<p t»ca<mjc <£vXi}c* six out of every tribe, but 
he says not so of the Sanhedrin : and that they were only 
seventy without, and seventy-one with Moses their go- 
vernor, see Seld. de Synedr. lib. ii. cap. 4. §. 5, and Dr. 
Lightfoot here. And, 2. he proves this from the autho- 
rity of Origen, who, in his book, dc recta in Deum Fide,f 
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saith, Christ chose seventy-two disciples; and from Epi- 
phanius,* who saith, that St. Mark was one Ik tvv !j38opr 
Kovra Suo, of the seventy-two. But this they both speak 
by the bye: and to Origen, if that be indeed his work, we 
may oppose Tertullian, who styles them seventy, saying,f 
Adlegit et alios- Septuaginta apostolos super duodecim : to 
Epiphanius, St. Jerome,J who saith, the seventy palm-trees 
in the sixth mansion oft/ie Jews, signified, " secundi ordinis 
praedicatores," the preachers of the second order, as the 
fountain signified the twelve apostles : and to both, we may 
oppose the more ancient testimonies of Irenaeus,§ who 
saith, that after the twelve apostles, u septuaginta alios 
Dominus noster ante se misisse invenitur/' our Lord sent 
seventy others before him: and of Clemens,|| who, in his 
Hypotyposes, makes frequent mention of Christ's seventy 
disciples: of Eusebius there, and Ambrose here : and the 
council of Neocaesarea,Tf saying, the Chorepiscopi were 
constituted ug tvttov twv !j38o/u/jKovra, after the example of 
the seventy. But it is more material to observe, that as 
the first mission of the apostles was only for a season, and 
ceased at their return, Matt. x. 1. (see the note there) ; so 
was the first mission of the seventy, they returning quickly 
from it, ver. 17. and they received a new commission; of 
which, see note on ver. 10. Note, 2. that whereas some 
compare the bishops to the apostles, the seventy to the 
presbyters of the church, and thence conclude, that divers 
orders in the ministry were instituted by Christ himself: 
it must be granted, that some of the ancients ** did believe 
these two to be divers orders, and that those of the seventy 
were inferior to the order of the apostles; and sometimes 
they, make the comparison here mentioned; but then it 
must be also granted, that this comparison will not strictly 
hold: for the seventy received not their mission as pres- 
byters do, from bishops, but immediately from the Lord 
Christ, as well as the apostles ; and in their first mission 
were plainly sent on the same errand, and with the same 
power. Nevertheless, I think here is a fair foundation for 
that, in which St. Chrysostom, and others, place the supe- 
riority of bishops over presbyters, to wit, in this, that the 
power of ordination belongs to them alone. (See note on 
1 Tim. iii. 1, 2.) For though the commission to preach 
the gospel belonged to the. seventy, as well as to the twelve 
apostles, yet the power of conferring the Holy Ghost, by 
laying on of hands, belonged peculiarly to the twelve. (See 
note on Acts viii. 15.) This then seems to be the reason, 
why the conferring of the Holy Ghost for the use of the 
ministry, hath been perpetually esteemed peculiar to those 
bishops, who, in the ecclesiastical style, are always called 
the successors of the apostles, and they have always done 
it by imposition of hands. 

[ 8 ]Ver. 4. Kal fiqSiva Kara Trjv 6§ov a<nra<rr}a%£, And s«- 
lute no man by the icay.] i. e. Do nothing which may hinder 
you in the execution of your office. So when Elisha sent 
Gehazi on a message to be dispatched presently, he saith 
to him, salute no man by the tvay, 2 Kings iv. 29. the sa- 
lutations of the eastern nations being prolix: so Grotius. 

Ver. 15. KaJ av, Ka7rzpvaovfi, ij twg tov ovpavov iipwQtTaa.] 



• Hacr, 51. J. 6. p. 428. 

t lib. iii. ep.ad Fab. F. 15. 1. 

|| Apnd Easeb. Hist* Eccles. lib. i. cap. 12. 

^ Can. 13. 



t Adv. Marcion. lib. iv. cap. 24. 
$ Lib. ii. cap. 37. lib. iii. cap. 13, 

** Euseb. Hist. Eccl. lib. 5. oap. 12. 
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Dr. Mills approves /n) ?o>c rov oygavov u^a>0i>p, taken from 
some few MSS. and the Latin Ireneeus, lib. iv. cap. 70. p. 
371. But Chrysostom, Thcophylact, the Syriae, and Arabic, 
read according to the text; and Dr. Grabe, on the place, 
saith, Lectio ilia non ipsius Jreneei, sedsolius Latini inter- 
pretis est, nam in nullo Grcecorum Patnmi hunc locum ita 
allegation reperio. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 17. Kal ra Satjiovta viroraaatTai fijjuv Iv rw ovojiari 
(rov, Even the devils are subject to ns in thy name.'] Here 
"Woltzogenius notes, that Christ did. east out devils by a 
virtuo residing in himself; his disciples only in the name 
and by the power of the Lord : seeing then this power ac- 
companied them in all parts of the world, it is necessary that 
Christ's presence should bo with them every where,; now 
sucb a presence is a certain indication of the Deity. (1 Kings 
viii. 27. Psal. exxxix. 7. Jer. xxiii. 24. Amos ix. 3.) 

[ 4 J Ver. 18. *E0t<x)povv tov Earavav Ik- rov ovpavov Trta6vT(£, 
I beheld Satan as lightning falling from heaveiu] Though 
Satan be reckoned among spiritual wickednesses iv rotg 
Iwovpavtotg, in heavenly places, Eph. vi. 12. yet Christ 
seems not here so much to respect that, as the dissolution 
of that kingdom he had erected in the world; he is styled^ 
the God of this world, 2 Oor. iv. 4. the ruler of the dark* 
ness of this ivorld, Eph. vi. 12. and to him is ascribed the 
kingdom of darkness, Col. i. 13. and a principality over the 
children of. disobedience : Christ therefore here foretells 
that this dominion should be in great part lost by the 
translation of the heathens, from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan to God; and Satan being thus spoiled of 
his dominions, may be said to fall from heaven, by a phrase 
familiar both to sacred and profane writers : so of the 
fall of the king of Babylon the prophet saith, How art thou 
fallen from heaven, O Lucifer? Isa. xiv. 12. Of the fall 
of the colleague of Antonius, CiceTO * saith, " Collegam 
tuum dc coelo detraxisti," Tliou hast pulled hinidoivn from 
heaven; and when Pompey was overthrown, he is said by 
him, " ex astris decidisse," to have fallen from the stars. 
^Ep. Jib. i. ad Atlieum, ep. 20.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 19. 'iSov, Si§a>/a vjj.1v l%ovviav rov Trartiv liravw 
otptvv, Behold, I give you power to tread upon serpents.] 
Note here, that these words plainly seem to give a new in- 
stitution to the seventy, relating, not as the former, to the 
cities of Israel, as the forerunners of their Lord, but to their 
preaching among other nations ; as we may gather, by 
comparing these words with the commission given by 
Christ to his apostles, sent into the world to preach the 
gospel to every creature, Mark xvi. 15. 18. according to 
these words of Grotius, non pro Mc tantnm legatione 
dedi, sed do nunc etiam in posterxtm. (2.) This power 
seems to be given in words, containing a manifest allusion 
to Psal. xei. 13. where a like protection from danger is 
promised to the pious man, under the metaphor of treading 
on the scorpion and the basilisk; and according to the 
LXX. and the Chaldec, of protection from the noon-day 
devil, or from troops of evil spirits, ver. 5, 6. And after 
this manner, saith Tertullian,f ivc often help the heathens, 
being invested with that power which the apostle dedicated 
when he despised the biting of the serpent. 



• Philip. 2. 

t " Hoc deniqae inodo, eliam Ethmcis i#pe subvenimas donalt u Deo ea poles- 
tale, quam apostolus dedicavit, qnnm morsam viperso sprevit." Scorp. ab iuitio. 



[ 6 ] Ver. 20. U\})vlvTovrt^iJifix a h tTi > & c * Notwithstanding, 
rejoice not in this, that the spirits are subject to you; but 
rather rejoice, that your names are written in heaven.] They 
returned (ver. 17.) rejoicing, that even the devils were sub- 
ject to them in Christ's name; which, as it tended to the 
«glory of God, and the promotion of the gospel, was a just 
matter of their joy; but because to be thought worthy 
of salvation by God, and through faith in Christ to have a 
present right to an inheritance in heaven, was a blessing 
proper to the saints, and tended to the eternal welfare of 
their souls, which the casting out of devils was not, that 
being done by men, to whom Christ will say at the last 
day, I know ye not, &e. (Matt. vii. 22, 23.) therefore Christ 
bids them, fiaXkov x««p«v, to rejoice more, that their names 
were written in heaven, or in the book of life; which is a 
Jewish phrase, of the import of which see the note on 
Philip, iv. 3. not signifying an absolute election, but a pre- 
sent right to life eternal, through tho obedience of faith. 
(See also Targum on Deut. xxxii. 33. and Psal. lxix. 29. 
Isa. iv. 3. and Constitut. Apost. lib. viii. cap. 1.) 

(7] Ver. 21. "On dviKQv^ag, That thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent.] See note on Matt. xi. 25. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 22. *Kal ovStlg ytvuxricu rig lortv 6 vlbg, All things 
are delivered to me of the Father: andno man knoweth ivho 
the Son is, but the Father.] All things, i. e. all power both in 
heaven and earth, Matt, xxviii. 18. all judgment, John v. 
27. power over all flesh to give eternal life, John xvii. 2. 
Now this includes power to raise the dead, and to pass 
judgment on them according to their works and secret 
thoughts; and so a power and wisdom which is plainly 
Divine, and consequently the Divine nature, from which 
those attributes are inseparable ; which is one argument for 
the divinity of Christ. Secondly, He saith here, no man 
knoweth rigitmv b vlhg, who is the Son, which seems not to 
respect what he was to do or suffer, but his nature, excel- 
lence, and dignity, as the words following, rfc l<mv 6 Trari\p, 
who the Father is, respects his nature, his Divine excel- 
lency, and dignity, exhibited to us iv Trpoa&Trq, in the per- 
son of Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. iv. 6.) 

[0] Ver. 29. Kcu rig lent juov irXnatov ; But, he willing to jus- 
tify himself (as one who had performed the command of 
loving his neighbour as himself), said, JVlio is my neigh- 
bour?] Now the corrupt tradition of the Jews having re- 
strained this neighbour to men of their own nation and re- 
ligion, to whom he might retain a very kind affection, he 
thought this sufficient to shew, that he had satisfied that 
precept; Christ therefore here demonstrates to him that 
every person who stands in need of help, and who is capa- 
ble of kindness from us, though he be of a different nation 
and religion, must be deemed our neighbour. (See the 
note on Matt. xxii. 39.) 

.[ 10 ] Ver. 42. 'Evbg $1 i<m X9*' ta > ■**"' one th* n 9 * 5 needful] 
Not one dish only to eat of, as Theophylact, and many of the 
fathers descant here, but the better part, or that spiritual wis- 
dom which Mary made it her chief care to labour after. So 
Arrian* saith of the government of the mind, and the fixing 
it upon that only which is in ourpowcr, and which we can- 
not be deprived of, vvv Sj} ivbg Svvautvot iirt/itXt'tvOcu teal ivl 
7rpo<Tt)pTi)Klvat f iavTohg jjluWov £(\ojj.tv voXXwv iirtfuXtiaOat kiu 
iroXkotg irpoa&SlaQai, tvhen we might contract our cares to one 

. \ . \ • In Epicl. lib. i. cap, 1 , p. 84. • 
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tJiing, and cleave to that alone, tve choose rather to be bound 
to and troubled about many things. 

CHAP. XI. 

1. A.ND it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a cer- 
tain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, 
Lord, teach us (a /own by which) to pray, as John also 
taught (one to) his disciples. 

2. And he said to. them, When ye pray, say (these 
words), Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy, 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as (it i&) in 
heaven, so on earth. . " <*; >U 

3. Give us day by (or, after) day our daily bread. 

4. And forgive us our sins; for we. also forgive every one 
that is [*] indebted for, hath been injurious) to us. And 
lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil. (See 
the paraphrase and notes on Matt, vi.) 

5. And (to encourage them to expect a return of their 
prayer) he saith to them, Which of you shall have a friend, 
and shall go to him, at midnight, and say to him, Friend, 
lend me three loaves; 

G. For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and 
I have nothing to set before him? oi . 

7. And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me 
not : the door is now shut, and my children are with me in 
bed ; I cannot rise, and give ( them to) thee. 

8. I say to you, Though. he will not (be moved to) rise 
and give him (them), because he is his friend, yet.because 
of his [ 2 ] importunity he will rise and give him as many 
(loaves) as he needeth. 

9. And (accordingly) I say to you, Ask (in faith), and 
it shall be given you ; seek (diligently), and ye shall find ; 
knock (earnestly), and it shall be opened to you. 

10. For every one that (thus) [ 3 ] asketh, receivcth ; and 
he that seeketh, findeth ; and to him that knocketh, it shall 
be opened (by his heavenly Father). 

11. (For) if a son shall ask bread of any of you that 
is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, 
will he for a fish give him a serpent? 

12. Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scor- 
pion? (i. e. things unprofitable and hurtful to, rather than 
what is good and needful for him.) 

13. If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children: how much more shall your [ 4 ] heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit (the fountain of all spiritual 
blessings) to them that ask him? 

14. And he was casting out a devil, and it was (such a 
one as made the man) dumb. And it came to pass that w T hen 
the devil was gone out (of him), the dumb (man) spake; 
and the people wondered (at it). ; , , 

15. But some of (the pharisees among) them said, He 
casteth out devils through (confederacy with) [ 5 ] Beelze- 
bub the chief of the devils. 

1G. And others, tempting him ( i. e. distrusting his power', 
and doubting of his commission), sought of liim .a[ 6 J sign 
from heaven, (as the chief token of the Messiah mentioned by 
Daniel, vii. 14.) 

17. But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them (who 
accused him of confederacy ivith Satan), Every kingdom 
divided against itself is brought to desolation; and a houso 
divided against a house falleth ( into ruin). 



■ 18. If Satan (then) also be divided against himself (and 
he casts his own. subjects out of his dominions), how shall 
his kingdom stand ? (And thus I argue) because ye say 
that I cast out devils through Beelzebub. 

19. And (moreover) if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, 
( let me ask you) by whom do your [ 7 ] sons (who exorcise 
them in the name of the same God by whose power I profess 
to do it) cast them out? therefore they shall be your 
judges (i. e. your judgment, that they do this by the power 
of God, shall condemn you, who ascribe the same thing done 
by me to the power and assistance >of Satan). 

20. But if I with the finger of God cas]t out devils, no 
doubt ( can be made of it, that) the kingdom of God is 
come upon you, (i. e. that the Messiah promised to erect 
this kingdom is among you. 

21. JFbr^.when a strong man armed keepeth his palace, 
his goods are (preserved) in peace (and safety) : * j . ' 

22. But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, 
and; overcome him, he taketh from him all liis armour 
wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils; (I therefore 
being thus able to overcome Satan, and cast him out of his 
dominions,. must be stronger, than he. 

23. And iii this work, of beating down Satan's kingdom) 
he that is not with me is against me : and he that gathereth 
not with me scattereth; (i. e. he that assists me not in bring- 
ing men to the- kingdom of God, scattereth them as' sheep 
without a shepherd. 

24. And to you from whom Satan hath been thus ejected, 
and you who continue yet to side with him against me by 
whom he is ejected, I direct this parable/ viz.) When the 
unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walkcth through dry 
places ( not yet watered by the word preaclted to them), 
seeking rest ; and finding none (there, the gospel folloiving 
him to the gentiles, and dispossessing him there), he saith,. 
I will return to my house whence I came out. . 

25. And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and gar- 
nished (and so ready to receive him). * 

2G. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits 
more wicked. than himself; and they enter in, arid dwell 
there: and (so) the last state of that manjs worse than the 
first. (Thus also will it be ivith you; Satan ejected by me, 
finding no where else persons so fitted to receive him, will re- 
turn, and takemore durable possession of you, and render you 
seven times more the children of Satan than ye were before.) 

27. And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a ccr^ 
tain woman of the company lift (ed) up her voice, and 
said to him, [*] Blessed. is the womb which bare thee, and 
(blessed are) the paps that thou hast sucked. 

28. But he said, Yea, rather blessed, are-they that hear 
the word of God, and keep it. 

29. And when the people were gathered thick together, 
he began to say, (in answer to those who sought of him a 
sign from heaven,'\er. lG.)This is an evil generation: they 
seek a sign ; and there shall no (farther) sign be given it, 
but the sign of Jonas the prophet. F ?• 

: 30. For as Jonas was a sign to the Ninevites (being 
three days and nights in the whale's belly, and yet raised 
out of it to preachit to them), so shall also the Son of man 
be (raisedfrom the dead after three days, for a sign) to this 
generation. -"» 

31. The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment 
with the men of this generation, and (shall) condemn theia ; 
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for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon ; and, behold, a (person of) greater 
(wisdom) than Solomon is here (and yet his ivisdom is de- 
spised by them). . 

r 32. The men of Nineveh shall rise up in the judgment 
with tins generation, and shall condemn it: for they re- 
pented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, (these men 
repent not, though) a greater (prophet) than Jonas is here. 

33. (But though the men of this generation despise this 
heavenly wisdom, it becomes not me, nor my disciples, to con- 
cealit; for) [?] no man, when he hath lighted a candle, 
puttcth it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but on 
a candlestick, that they which come in (to the house) may 
see the light. 

34. (As) the light of the body is the eye (directing the 
bodyjioiv to ivalk, so the light of the soul is the mind, direct- 
ing it how to discern its duty): therefore, [ 10 ] when thine 
eye is single (free from worldly-mindedness and liberal), 
thy whole body also is full of light (directed by the love of 
God and of our neighbour for his sake, into the tvay that 
leads to life);, but when thine eye is evil (envious and co- 
vetous), thy body also is full of darkness (all thy actions 
done in the body tvill be deeds of darkness). . 

35. Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee 
(thy mind which should direct thy actions) be not (by co- 
vetousness, and animmoderate love of the world, turned into) 
darkness. 

36. If (by this care) thy whole body therefore be full of 
light, having no part dark, the whole (of thy life) shall be 
full of light, as (a room is) when the bright shining of a 
candle doth give thee light. 

37. And as he spake (these words), a certain pharisee 
besought him to dine with him: and he went in (to his 
house), and sat down to.(eat of his) meat. 

38. And when the pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he 
had not first washed before dinner. 

39. And the Lord said to him, Now do ye pharisces 
• make clean the outside of the cup and platter (i.e. Jake 

care to have a fair outside, and bodies clean from ceremonial 
defdement); but your inward part is full of ravening and 
wickedness. a .. . 

. 40. Ye fools, did not he that made that which is without 
make that which is within also ? (and should not ye then be 
as careful to keep that clean, as ye do the outward man, by 
frequent washings?) 

41. But rather give alms of such [ u ] things as ye have; 
and (when God and the poor have had their dues), behold, 
all things (ye eat of or enjoy) are clean to you. 

42. But woe to you pharisces! for ye tithe mint and 
rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and 
the love of God : these ought ye to have done (as being your 
mvn constitutions); and not to -leave the other undone (as 
being the more weighty matters of the law). 

43. Woe to you, pharisees! for ye love the uppermost 
scats in the synagogues and greeting in the markets, 
(minding these respects from men more than the favour of 
God, John v. 44. xii.43.) 

,44. Woe unto you, scribes and pharisces, hypocrites! 
for ye are as graves that appear not (so as to be, as being 
overgrown with grass and herbs), and (so) the men that 
walk over them are not aware of them (having specious out- 
sides, but hearts defiled, and defiling others). 



45. Then answered one of the lawyers, and said to him, 
Master, thus saying thou reproachest us also (for we are 
scribes). 

46. And he said, Woe to you also, ye lawyers ! for ye 
lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and yc your- 
selves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers; (i. e. 
ye will not shew the least mercy to them who are thus op- 
pressed tvitli them; see note on Matt, xxiii. 4.) 

47. Woe unto you ! for ye build the sepulchres of the 
prophets, and your fathers killed them (as you yourselves 
acknowledge). 

t 48. Truly, ye bear witness that (ye are by nature the 
children of those fathers, and) ye allow (or, are well pleased 
with) the deeds of your* fathers: (shewing the like malice 
against me, and mine, as they did against the old prophets; 

1 say, you testify this, viz. that ye are the children of such 
fathers,) for they (your fathers) indeed killed them, and 
ye (their children) build their sepulchres. 

' 49. Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send 
them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall 
slay and persecute (to the death). ' « 

50. That (so) the blood of the prophets, which was shed 
from the foundation of the world/may be required of this 
generation (who by their hatred to the last and chiefest of 
them have filled up the measure of their sins); 
i 51. From the blood of (righteous) Abel ( the first propliet 
and preacher of righteousness, Heb. xi. 4. 2 Pet. ii. 5.) to 
the blood of Zacharias, (the last prophet slain by you, 

2 Chron.xxiv. 22. and) which perished betwixt the altar 
and the temple : verily I say to you, It shall be required of 
this generation. 

52. Woe to you, lawyers! for ye, have taken away the 
[ 12 ] key of knowledge (by which the kingdom of God should 
be opened to men): ye entered not in yourselves, and them 
that were entering in ye hindered (obstructing their faith by 
your tradition and false interpretations of the Scripture). 

53. And as he spake these things to them, the scribes 
and pharisees began to urge him vehemently, and ["] to 
provoke him to speak of many things (Gr. and to inquire 
of many things from his mouth). 

54. Laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something 
out of his mouth, that (by it) they might accuse him. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XI. 

[*] Ver. 4. KAI V yap clvtol d<j>tejjLtv ttclvtI 6<ptt\ovri fyilv, For 
we forgive every one that is indebted to «s.] That is, every 
one that offends against us, according to the usual import 
of that word in the Syriac, or Chaldee, where a sinner is 
1T3, a debtor, and sin isNlTT, a debt; thus Exod.xxxii. 
30. rfro nNtin OTUWDn, ye have sinned a great sin, is, in 
the Targum, NaiNITirnVUn* you have contracted a great 
debt: so Gen. xx. 9. xxvi. 10. xxxi. 3G. Lev. iv. 3. see 
Buxtorf in the word ^TH: and in this sense o^ttXtrr/c, a 
debtor, and ofotXi'ipara, debts, arc used, Matt. vi. 12. and 
Luke xiii. 4. Think ye that they on whom the tower of Sa- 
loam fell were d$u\rrrcu, debtors, that is, sinners above all 
men ? 

But then it is carefully to be observed, for the due 
slating the controversy of Christ's satisfaction, that sins are 
not properly and strictly compared to debts, seeing by sin- 
ning we do not so properly contract a debt, as a guilt, or 
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obnoxiousness to punishment; which two things will admit 
these differences; (1.) That if another will pay my debt, 
the creditor cannot justly refuse his paying it for me, or 
complain he is not satisfied when the whole debt is paid; 
but let another be never so willing to suffer for my offence, 
he can make no satisfaction for it, unless the judge be will- 
ing to admit him to suffer in my stead. Hence (2.) the cre- 
ditor does no act of grace by admitting the solution of an- 
other; and if that other pay the whole, he can require no 
conditions for my discharge : but the ruler, against whose 
laws I have personally offended, does me an act of grace 
in admitting another to suffer in my stead, and so may do 
this only upon some reasonable conditions. ' And (3.) we 
do not properly pay our whole debts, unless we pay what 
was owing in specie, or something admitted as an equi- 
valent to it; but we may make satisfaction for our sins 
against our governor by any thing of less value, provided 
that it preserves the honour of the lawgiver, and terrifies us 
and others for the future from lapsing into the same offence. 

Of the third and last petition of the Lord's prayer, whe- 
ther they were wanting in St. Luke's original, or not, and 
whether (ver. 13.) we are to read wvtvfia ayiov, or ayaObv 
So/xa, see Examen Millii, lib. ii. cap. 1. n. 12, 13. 

[*] Ver. 8. Aia yt rrjv avatddav, For his importunity.'] i. e. 
His request so importunate as to admit of no refusal,* his 
continual coming and crying night and day : (xviii. 1. 5. 7.) 
Gr. for his impudence, according to that saying of* the 
Jews, * The impudent man overcomes the modest and the 
bashful, koto much more God who is goodness itself! 
. [*] Ver. 10. Bag yap 6 cutwv, Xafifiavu, For every one that 
asketh, receiveth.] i. e. Who asks in faith, seeks with dili- 
gence, and knocks with importunity and perseverance, re- 
ceives all that is needful for him : so the connexion shews, 
he will arise and give him, o<rov yjpy}Z,u,as much as he wants; 
(ver. 8.) and I say to you, Ask, and ye shall receive all 
knowledge necessary to your salvation, all that assistance 
which is necessary to preserve you from those sinful 
courses which will exclude you from salvation, or to the 
performance of that obedience which God hath made the 
condition of your salvation under the new covenant, and to 
your perseverance in that obedience to the end; he shall 
receive all things spiritually good for him : for if you, being 
evil, will give good things to your children, tnuch more will 
your heavenly Father give, to. dyaSa, good things, Matt. vii. 
11. his Holy Spirit, ver. 13. to those that ask him. 

[*] Ver. 13. . f O irarrjp 6 c£ ovpavov Swcrti '' irvtvfia ayiov, 
Much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him.] f O 1% ovpavov is the same with 6 lv 
Tolg ovpavoXg, Matt. vii. 11. so our house from" heaven, 
2 Cor. v. 2. is our house in heaven, ver. 1. and the Lord 
in heaven, 1 Cor. xv. 47. is 6' tnovpaviog, the heavenly 
Lord, ver. 48, 49. , Uvevfia ayiov, the Holy Ghost, if it here 
signify, as throughout the Old Testament, the spirit of 
prophecy, or, as generally in the New, the miraculous in- 
ward gifts and operations of the Holy Spirit; (see note on 
1 John v. 6.) it must be granted, that Christ speaks here, not 
of what they were to ask at present; for the Holy Ghost 
was not yet, because Jesus ivas not glorified: (John vii. 39.) 
and so must we understand our "Lord's* words, xii. 11, 12. 
Wlien they shall bring you before princes and governors, 

* Baxtorf. in voce chatcph. 



meditate not beforehand what you shall speak, for the Holy 
Ghost shall teach yon in that hour ; for neither were they 
brought before princes till after our Lord's resurrection and 
ascension, nor did the Holy Ghost' instruct them how to 
speak till then. So our Lord's commission as. to these 
words, Matt. x. 8. and all that follows in that chapter, 
from ver. 16. to the end, plainly respects what they were 
to do and suffer after' Christ's ascension; if it relates to 
the present time, and to Christians in general, not only 
to the apostles, as the words, every one that asketh, and the 
good gifts, in Matthew, seem to argue ; we, by this phrase, 
can only understand the ordinary assistances and opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit. > \ • 
' [ 5 ] Ver. 15. 'Ev BuXZtfivfi, By Beelzebub, the prince of 
the devils.] Of the right reading of this word Beelzebub, the 
lord of flies, or Beelzebul, the lord of dung, as St. Je- 
rome reads, Matt. xii. 24. see Dr. Lightfoot there." But 
then when both he and the great Bochartus wonder, hew 
this god of flies should come to be styled the prince of 
devils, that seems to be no great wonder, he being no. less s 
than the heathen Jupiter , the prince and father of the gods, 
as appears from the titles of awonwog, fivapTog, fivwSrig, all 
given him <( '& muscis abigendis," from his oflice of chasing 
the flies from the sacrifices, the temples, and cities of the 
heathens. (See Bochart. Hierez. par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 9. 
p. 499—501.) 

f 6 ] Ver. 16. Srj/xtTov c? ovpavov, A sign from heaven.] Be- 
cause the Son of man was to come in the clouds of heaven, 
Dan. vii. 13. (See the note on Matt. xii. 38.) 

P] Ver. 19. 6? viol vfiwv Ivrtvi mfiakXtbor/ By whom do 
your sons cast them out?] To what hath been said on Matt. 
xii. 27. add, that some think that this relates to the seventy 
disciples sent by Christ to preach the kingdom in every 
city and place whitherl he was afterward to come, Luke 
x.2.: for they return to"himwith these words; .Even the de- 
vils are subject to us in thy name, ver. 17. Now doubtless 
they were the sons of the Jews, and though they cast out 
devils in Christ's name, yet is not this sufficient to take off 
the force of Christ's argument; for it was not easy to sus- 
pect so great a number of honest men, of their own nation 
and acquaintance, sent by two and two into their villages 
and cities, should be all confederates with Satan; they 
therefore going through their cities to assure them, the 
kingdom of God is at hand, and confirming their testimo- 
ny, by healing diseases, and casting out devils in Christ's 
name, gave in full testimony against them, who said, that 
Christ himself did this by a confederacy with Satan. 

[ 8 ] Ver; 27. Blessed is the womb that bare thee:* Ver. 28. 
jitvovvyt, yea, rather blessed are they that hear the word 
of God, and keep it.] i.e. The blessedness of my mother 
ariseth net from this, that she conceived, and brought me 
forth into the world; but, in order to that, it is necessary 
for her/ as well as others, to believe and obey my word. 
(So Theophylact.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 33. Qvl&g Si \vx vov <ty«c> &c No man when he 
hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret place, &c] Some 
give here the connexion thus : Though you generally re- 
ceive very little benefit by my preaching, it becomes nei- 
ther me nor my disciples to conceal our wisdom, but still 
to let it shine forth to the world. (Matt. v. 15.) But seeing 
it is evident, that the same expressions are oft applied to 
different things in divers senses, (see note on Matt. xii. 30.) 
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why may not this have relation to the following verse, thus? 
God never gives the light of nature, or of revelation, as he 
hath done to you; Jews, but that it may be improved, and 
shine forth in them to others : now, as the light of the 
body is the eye, so the light of the soul is that reason, and 
that revelation of his mind, which God affords; and there- 
fore it becomes you to take as great care that your light be 
not turned into darkness by prejudices, which blind the 
eyes, or by shutting your eyes against the light, or by your 
infidelity, or those vicious habits, which will not suffer you 
to come at the light, or believe in it; as that the eye of the 
body be not darkened, or put out. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 34. "Orav ovv 6 tySaXfiog aov airXovg y, There- 
fore when thy eye is single, thy whole body is full of light; 
but when, TtovnpoQ y, it is evil, thy body also is full of dark- 
ness.] There is no tautology in these and the following 
words, but only a progression from. the mind clearly en- 
lightened and directed, and the faculties of the soul rightly 
disposed, to a. life led according to them, or, in the Scrip- 
ture phrase, a walking in the light. For Christ here com- 
pares the inward light of the soul, or the eye of it, to that 
of the body, shewing, that as that being pure from spots, 
adventitious humours, cataracts, and other blemishes, 
gives a clear light for the direction of the body; but when 
it is ill affected, by reason of these, or other maladies, the 
body is in the dark : so if the eye of the soul be not single, 
i. e. if it be not. pure from covetousness, which is tw&vfila 
tov o<j>SoXfAov, the lust of the eye after worldly things, (1 John 
ii. 16.) from carnal concupiscence, which renders it the 
adulterous eye, (M^tt.,v..28, 29. 2 Pet. ii. 14.) from envy, 
which is ofSaXfioQ fiaaKaviag, the evil or bewitching eye, 
(Prov. xxiii. 6. Ecelus. xiv. 3. 10.) from pride, which is 
6<j>9a\fibc vTTtpr\$avu>v, the high look, (Psal. ci. 5.) dtySaXfidg 
vfipttn-ov, the proud look, (Prov. vi.17.) d<t>$a\fibg 6 jitriwpog, 
the lofty eye: (Isa. v. 15.) if, I say; it be not purified from 
these distempers, jit will not direct our way aright, or pre- 
serve us from walking in the dark: for these are the lusts 
of the world, which are contrary to the friendship of God, 
making all the actions of the life perverse; and therefore 
they, who do such things, are said to walk on still in dark- 
ness, (PsaL Ixxxii. 5. Eccles. ii. 14. John viii. 12. xii. 4G. 
1 John ii. 9.) to be in darkness, (IThess. v. 4.) and to love 
darkness more than light; (John iii. 19.) whereas, when the 
mind is free from these vices, and adorned with the con- 
trary virtues, it directs all our actions to piety, virtue, and 
the love of God; as a lantern shining in darkness directs 
our feet ; or as a candle enlightens the whole room where 
it is; and henco such persons are said to walk in the light, 
(1 John i. 7.) and to be children of the light, and of the day. 
(Luke xiv. 8. John xii. 3G. Eph. v. 8. l.Thess. v. 5.) This 
therefore is the import of these words, That a mind thus 
enlightened, and free from all these distempers, which 
darken and make blind the soul, -will direct all our faculties 
and inclinations, and all the actions of the life aright; as a 
light doth the body when it walks in a dark night. 

[ n ] Ver. 41. ITXjjv to Ivovra So7£ l\tr]}xoa\ivr]v, But give alms 
of all that you have, and all things shall be clean unto you.] 
Ta Iv6vtcl, are ra napovra, ra \nrapx ovra > our substance, OX 
the things w T hich we have; or, as Stephanus, which are in 
our power; according to those words of Tobit, tKTwvvirap- 
Xovtwv <xoi wokt IXtTjjuoCTuvjjv, give alms of thy substance, 
iv. 7. and, ver. 8. wg vol vTrapxth as thou hast ability, accord- 



ing to thy abundance. Christ therefore here instructs us, 
that our temporal enjoyments are unclean, i.e. unlawful to 
be used by us till we have sanctified them by some act of 
charity ; and this is the frequent import of the word KaSa- 
pbg, clean, when it relates to meats, as Acts x. 14, 15. xi. 
8, 9. Rom. xiv.20. Tit. i. 15. And suitable to this, is God's 
command concerning the titho of the third year, that it 
should be given to the stranger, the orphan, the widow, 
that God might bless the land: (Deut xxiv. 13, 14.) so that 
till this were done, they were not to expect from him a 
blessing on their substance. This also is frequently pre- 
scribed as a means to procure the pardon of our sins. So 
Daniel saith to. Nebuchadnezzar, Xvrpbxrat iv i\trmoavvaig, 
redeem thy sins, or expiate them, by acts of mercy to the 
poor, iv. 27. for by .mercy and truth iniquity is purged, 
Prov. xvi. 6. 'EAsrjjucxrvvTj, Mercy, or charity, delivereth 
from death, and shall purge away all sins, Tobit xii. 9. 
Water will quench a flaming fire, kcl\ t\tt)fio<rvvri i^tXaatrai 
afiaprtag, and alms maketh an atonement for sins: our 
mercy to his servants inclining God to be merciful to us. 
1 [ 12 ] Ver. 52. "Hpctre rr\v x-XaSa .rije yv&<M»Q, Ye have 
taken away the key of krioivledge.] By which the kingdom 
of God should be opened to men, and they be enabled to 
enter into it; (see note on Matt, xxiii. 13.) obscuring and 
hiding, by your traditions and false interpretations, those 
scriptures which relate to thie Messiah,. and the light which 
those prophecies of the Old Testament-afford to conduct 
men to it; and pretending, that for want of knowledge of 
the law,. they" are not sufficient to judge of these matters,* 
but must be guided by your judgment 'of them : (John vii. 
48,49.) and thus you, not believingin the Messiah, nor enter- 
ing yourselves into the kingdom of God, now come among 
you, and preached to you,have obstructed the faith of them, 
who otherwise would have believed and entered into it ; 

At the ordination of a Jewish rabbi to be a teacher of 
the law, a key was given him; to shew that he was ap- 
pointed to open the Scriptures to the people. Hence Christ 
pronounces a woe upon those doctors of the law, who be- 
ing thus designed to open those Scriptures to the people, 
which concerned the kingdom of heaven, or of the Mes- 
siah; they by their false interpretations, and corrupt-tra- 
ditions, touching. the Scriptures relating to that kingdom, 
did shut the kingdom of heaven up against them. 

["] Ver. 53. Kat dTroarofiariZuv avrbv 7repl 7rA«ovwv, And 
to provoke him to speak of many things;] Or to inquire .of 
many things from his mouth: for they did this Znrovvrtc 
%y)pzvaal n Ik tov oro/iaroe airov, seeking to catch something 
out of his mouth. So Julius Pollux* saith, that aVooro- 
liaT%tiv is a7ro arojiarog ct7rctv, io speak something from the 
mouth, or words not written: Suidas, that it is enrb arofia- 
rog Xiyuv, to. speak from the mouth, or memory. So Ari- 
stotle f saith, the grammarians learn to aTroarofxaTi^oiitva, 
those things which are delivered from their master's mouth 
(see Stephanus on this word) : Theophylact saith, it is 
Kr$tvuv avrbv koI dirb arojiarog Kparttv. 

CHAP. XII. 

1. JlN .the meantime, when there were gathered together 
an innumerable multitude of people (Gr. Iv oTc, whilst 



I • Lib, ii. cap. 9. §. 23. p. 94. lib. xxiii. 



t Elencb.Iib.i. cap. 3. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP, XII.] 



ON THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE. 



343 



Christ was saying these things, an innumerable multitude of 
people being gathered together), insomuch that they trod 
one upon another, he began to say to his disciples first of 
all, [*] Beware of the leaven of the pharisees, which is hy- 
pocrisy (i. e. an outward appearance of sanctity, which 
puffs up and deceives others; but yet is only a pretence). 

2. For there is nothing covered (under hypocritical pre- 
tences), which shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall 
not be (made) known. 

3. Therefore (Gr. av0' wv, because, or forasmuch as) 
whatsoever you have spokenr in darkness shall be heard 
in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in 
closets shall be proclaimed on the housetops (so that, 
though you should be able to conceal the evil of your hearts 
and actions from men, they will be laid open at the great 
day of your accounts). 

4. And (though I send you with a message, which will so 
offend men, and more especially the Jews, that they will 
think by killing yon they do Ged. good service, John xvi. 2. { 
yet)\ say to you, my friends, Be not afraid of them who 
(can only) kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do (nothing to hurt the soul). 

5. ButT will forewarn you whom you shall (rather) 
fear: (viz.) Fear him, who, after he hath killed, hath power 
to cast (both soul and body) into hell ; yea, I say to you, 
Fear him. 

C. (For) are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, 
and (yet) not one of them is forgotten before (that) God 
(whose providence watches over the smallest things in the 
world? You may then be assured your least concerns are 
not neglected by him). 

7. But even the very hairs of your head are all num- 
bered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more valuo than many 
sparrows (and so the more peculiar objects of God's' care 
and providence). 

8. Also (and farther to engage you to constancy in your 
profession, andpatient suffering for'my sake) I say to you, 
Whosoever shall (thus) [ 2 ] confess me before men, him 
shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of 
God (he will own them before God, in whose presence the 
angels stand) : 

9. But he that (to avoid the rage of men) denieth me be- 
fore men, shall be denied (i. e. renounced, as none of my 
disciples) before the angels (standing in the presence) of 
God. 

10. And (as for the enemies of me and my doctrine) who- 
soever (of them being offended at my present humble cir- 
cumstances) shall (notwithstanding all the conviction I 
have given them) speak a word against the Son of man (in 
derogation from his mission), it shall be forgiven him; but 
to him that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost (when he 
cometh upon you in his gifts and miraculous operations, to 
assert my resurrection and confirm my doctrine), it (that 
blasphemy) shall not be forgiven. ' . 

11. And when they bring you to the synagogues, and to* 
magistrates, and (heathen) powers, take ye no thought 
how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say, 
(seeing it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall 
speak, Matt, x.19.) •. .* 

12. For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same 
hour what ye ought to say. 

13. And (then) one of the company said to him, [ 3 ] Mas- 



ter, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance 
with me (for I would gladly have thee to be arbitrator be- 
twixt ns concerning it). 

14. And he said to him, Man, who made me a judge or 
a divider over yon? (This properly belongs not to my pro- 
phetic office, but to your civil consistories.) 

15. And (upon occasion of this man's concern for his 
temporals) he said to them, Take heed, and [ 4 ] beware of 
covetousness : for (the comfort of) a man's life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things that he possesseth. 

1G. And (to this end) he spake a parable to them, say- 
ing, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plen- 
tifully : 

17. And he thought within himself, saying (to himself) 
What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow 
(i. e. lay up) my fruits ? 

18. And he said, This will I do: I will • pull down my 
barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my 
fruits and my goods. 

19. And (then) I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years ; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be.merry. 

20. But God said to him, Thou fool, this night thy soul 
shall be [ 5 ] required of thee, (i. e. thou shalt die this night; 
and) then whose shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided? 

21. So (such a fool) is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself (on earth), and is riot rich towards God (i. e. in 
heavenly treasures, which will alone commend him to God, 
and procure his favour). 

22. And he said to his disciples, Therefore I say to you, 
Takeno thought(be not anxiously concerned) for (the things 
necessary to preserve) your life, (viz.) what ye shall (have 
to)etxt ; neither for the body, what ye shall (have to) put on. 

23. (For) the life is more than meat, and the body is 
more than raiment. (He then who gave this life and body, 
tvithdnt your care and assistance, will not be wanting in 
making the provisions necessary to preserve them.) 

24. Consider the (young) ravens, (excluded from their 
nests by the old ones, and crying to the Lord for meat, Psal. 
cxlvii; 9.) for (Gr. that) they neither sow nor reap; which 
neither have storehouse nor barn; and (yet) Goii feedeth 
them (giving them food when they cry): how much more 
are ye better than the fowls (and so more sure to be pro- 
vided for)? 

25. And which of you with taking thought can add to 
his stature one cubit ( one moment to his life, or one inch to 
the growth of his body ; and hoiv much less will your solici- 
tude preserve the whole)? 

26. If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, 
why take ye thought for the rest (which you are less able 
to compass)? 

27. (Again) consider the lilies how they grow: they toil 
not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, (They appear so 
beautifully clothed by nature,) that Solomon in all his glory 
was riot arrayed like one of these. 

28. If then God so clothe the grass, which' is to-day in 
the field, and to-morrow is cast into the oven ( and so is of 
a very short duration); how much more will he clothe you, 
O ye of little faith (if you distrust not his care in making 
these provisions for you) .' * < 

29. And seek not ye (or, seek not then) what ye shall 
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cat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of [ 6 ] a doubtful 
(wavering) mind. 

30. For all these things do the nations of the world seek 
after (who have no hopes of better things): and (yoit need 
not be concerned for them, seeing) your (heavenly) Father 
knoweth you have need of these things. 

31. But rather seek ye (first) the kingdom of God; and 
all these things shall be added to you. 

32. Fear not (any want of these things), little flock; for 
it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom 
(of glory). 

33. [*] Sell that ye have, and give alms, (even out of the 
main stock, when the necessities of yonr brethren require it, 
and so) provide yourselves bags that wax not old, a trea- 
sure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief ap- 
proacheth, nor moth corrupteth ( this being the only way to 
be heavenly-minded). 

34. For where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also. 

' 35. Let your [ 8 ] loins be girded about, and your lights 
burning (i.e. as servants attending still their master's com- 
ing, and ready to execute his commands); 

36. And ye yourselves like to men (servants) that wait 
for their lord (or bridegroom), [ 9 ] when he will return from 
the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they may 
open to him immediately. 

37. Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he 
cometh shall find watching : verily I say to you, That he 
shall gird himself (as a servant), and make them sit down 
to meat, and will come forth and serve them (i. e. he will 
administer to them in an unusual manner). 

38. And if he shall come in the second watch, or come 
in the third watch, and find them so, blessed arc those ser- 
vants (whom he will so regard). 

39. And this know, that ( men use the like vigilance in 
temporals; for) if the good man of the house had known 
what hour the thief would come, (it is to be supposed) he 
would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be 
broken through. 

40. Be ye therefore ready also (and shew like care in 
spirituals): for the Son of man cometh in an hour that ye 
think not (of). 

41. Then Peter said to him, Lord, speakest thou this 
parable to us (disciples and apostles only)) or even to all? 

42. And the Lord said, (This duty is incumbent on, and 
will be done by, as many as expect a reward from me for 
their prudence and fidelity, rig apa) [ 10 ] who then is that 
faithful and wise steward, whom his Lord shall make ruler 
over his household, to give them their portion of meat in 
due season (as their wants require)? 

43. Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he 
eometh shall find so doing. 

44. Of a truth I say to you, That he will make him 
ruler over all that he hath (i. e. advance him to great ho- 
nour and glory at his coming). 

45. But if that servant say in his heart, My lord delay- 
cth his coming (as many of the Jews did, revolting from his 
service), and (therefore) shall begin to beat the men-ser- 
vants and maidens (the persevering CJiristians, as the apos- 
tatizing Jews did), and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; 
(i. e. return to a desolate course of life, 2 Pet. ii. 2. 22.) 

4G. The lord of that servant will como in a day when he 



looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, 
and (for his perfidiousness) shall cut him asunder, and ap- 
point him his portion with the unbelievers. 

47. And that servant who [ u ] knew his lord's will, and 
prepared not himself (for his coming), neither did according 
to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 

48. But he who knew (it) not, and did commit things 
worthy of stripes (as sinning against the law of nature), 
shall be beaten with few stripes. For to whomsoever much 
is given, of him shall be much required; and to whom men 
have committed much ; of them they will ask the more. 

49. (I farther tell you, that) I am come to send fire on 
the earth (to publish that doctrine which will cause great 
heats and contentions); and (yet so profitable is it to the 
world, that) what will I [ 12 ] if it be already kindled? (Gr. 
what do I desire, even that it were already kindled?) 

50. But (and) I have a baptism to be baptized with 
(i. e. a death to suffer); and how am I straitened (as one 
in pain) till it be accomplished ! 

51. Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth 
(i. e. to freeyou from the troubles of the world)? I tell you, 
Nay; but rather (to preach that doctrine which will cause) 
division : 

52. For from henceforth thero shall be five in one house 
divided (on the account ofthfo doctrine, viz.) three against 
two, and two against three. 

53. The father shall (by reason of it) be divided against 
the son, and the son against the father; and the mother 
against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother ; 
and the mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 

54. And he said also to the people, When ye see a 
cloud rise out of the west, straightway ye say, There com- 
eth a shower; arid (usually) so it is. 

55. And when ye see (hear) the south-wind blow, ye 
say, There will be heat; and (so) it cometh to pass. 

56. Ye hypocrites, yc can discern (by) the face of the 
sky (what weather), and (by the face) of the earth (what 
season it is like to be); but how is it that ye do (Gr. how 
then do ye) not discern (from what I do and teach that) 
this (is the) time (of the Messiah's advent)? 

57. Yea, and why even of [ ls ] yourselves judge ye not 
(from the agreement of my doctrine tvith the principles of 
reason) what is right? 

58. When thou goest with thine adversary to the magis- 
trate, (it is good counsel,) as thou art in the way, ( to) give 
diligence that thou mayest be delivered from him ; lest he 
hale thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the 
officer, and the officer cast thee into prison : 

59. ( For) I tell thee, Thou shalt not depart thence, till 
thou hast paid the very last mite : (why then neglect you 
that repentance towards God, and faith in the Messiah, 
which can alone preserve you from that infernal prison from 
which there is no escaping ?) 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XII. 

[*] Ver. 1. IIPOSE'XETE lavTotg a-rrb rf/c ftjuuc rwv (papi- 
aatwv, vtic larlv v-rroKpimc, Beware of the leaven ofthephari- 
sees, which is hypocrisy.] i. e. Take heed ye be not guilty 
of pharisaical hypocrisy; for though you should be able 
to conceal the evil of your hearts and actions from the 
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eyes of men, the time will come when they shall be revealed 
and made known, (ver. 3.) dvff S>v, eo quod, propterea quod, 
idcirco quod, for that, or forasmuch as, or -because, in the 
great day of your accounts, that which you have spoken or 
done with the greatest secrecy, shall come to light, and be 
revealed openly. So Luke i. 20. Thou shalt be dumb, dv6' 
Hjv, because thou hast not believed my xvords; Luke xix. 44. 
They shall lay thee even with the ground;, dvO' £>v, because 
thou knoivest not the time of thy visitation; Acts xii. 23. 
The angel of the Lord smote him, dvO' £>v, because he gave 
not glory to God. And thus it answers to the Hebrew 
10N by which is mostly rendered by the LXX. Sti, Ston, 
and sometimes dvO' wv on, as 2 Sam. xii. 16. dvO' &v on* 
because he hath' done this thing ; 1 Kings ix. 9. dv& &v, be- 
cause they have forsaken the Lord their God; 2 Kings xviii. 
12. dv¥ 5)v on, because they have not hearkened to the voice 
of the Lord; Jcr. xvi. 11. av$ &v, because your fathers have 
forsaken me : so xxii. 9. Ezek. xxix. 39. dvO y S>v,for I have 
poured out my Spirit upon the house of Israel. 

[ 2 ] Ver.,8. Uag og av o^oAoy/jap Iv tfiot, &c. Every one 
that shall confess me before ?nen, him also shall the Son of 
man confess before the angels of God: Ver. 9. But he that 
denieth me before men shall be denied before the angels of 
God.~\ The critical note here is, that as the Hebrew ;} is 
very frequently only the sign of the dative case, (see Nold. 
de Partic. p. 165, 16G.) so is iv, both in the Old and the 
New Testament: so Gen. xl. 14. voifous IvAfiol cXcoc, thou 
shalt sheiv me kindness, Psal. lxxxii..8.,: so. Rom. xi. 2. 
iv 'HXlq, Elijah; 1 Cor. ix. 15. 1 have not written this that 
it should be so done, Iv Ipoi, to me; xiv. 11. 6 XaAwv Iv 
ifxol (iapfiapos, he that speaketh shall be a barbarian to me: 
so in Euripides, Iv j3A« irXnytig, smitten with a weapon, 
ivyaXaKTi x«'V wv - (^ce Stephanus.) And.it is also used 
where the sense requires an accusative case, as vv IvcXc^w 
Iv \Aj3paa/i, thou hast chosen Abraham, Neh. ix. 7. Esd. ii. 
51. £^vkt/j(h£ov Iv ayyiXotg avrov, they mocked his messen- 
gers, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. the leprosy of Naaman shall 
cleave Iv aol koI Iv t$ vTrlpfiari gov, to thee and to thy seed, 
2 Kings v. 27. I will hear what the Lord will say Iv lp,o\, to 
me: so Iv woXu Iv 'UpovGaXrjfi, a city — Jerusalem, LXX. 
Moreover, these words (ver. 9.) afford us a full confutation 
of the pernicious doctrine of Mr. Hobbes, against that self- 
denial, and taking up the cross, our Lord so expressly and 
frequently requires from all Christians, and Mr. Hobbes, 
out of his more abundant wisdom, fully doth excuse us 
from : for, Faith (saith he) being internal and invisible, we 
need not put ourselves into danger for it; and therefore he 
alloweth subjects, being commanded by their sovereigns, 
to deny Christ. His words arc these, Profession with the 
tongue is only an external thing, wherein a Christian, believ- 
ing firmly in his heart the faith of Christ, hath the same 
liberty which the prophet Elisha allowed to Naaman the Sy- 
rian, who believed in his heart, but by bowing before the idol 
Rimmon, he denied the true God in effect, as much as if he 
had done it with his lips. Moreover, he giveth licence to a 
Christian to commit idolatry, or do an idolatrous act, for 
fear of death or corporal danger ; To pray (saith he) to a 
king voluntarily for fair weather, or for any thing which 
God alone can do for us, is Divine worship and idolatry; 
but if the king compel a man to this by the terror of deaths 
or otlter great corporal punishments, it is not idolatiy; his 
reason is, because it is not a'sign thai he doth honour him as 

vol. v. 



God inwardly, but that he is desirous to save himself from 
death, or from a miserable life: thus doth he, with' those 
gnostics of whom St. Peter speaks, bring in damnable he- 
resies, even denying the Lord that bought him. But (1.) this 
doctrine renders self-denial, or taking up the cross, a thing 
impossible : for where the magistrate is not against the free 
profession of our faith, where he enjoineth nothing opposite 
to the command of Christ, we cannot suffer for the sake of 
Christ and of his gospel ; and where the magistrate compels 
us by punishments or threats to deny Christ,. or do what he 
hath otherwise forbid, Mr. Hobbes tells us, we may law- 
fully obey, and therefore need not suffer. (2.) No man, 
according to this doctrine, can suffer according to the will 
of God, as the apostle Peter doth suppose. (1 Pet. iii. 17.) 
No man can suffer for conscience towards God, ox for well- 
doing, as the same apostle speaks ; because it is not the 
will of God we should thus suffer, since he permits us to 
deny our faith, saith Mr. Hobbes, and practise contrary 
.to what he hath forbid, when faith or practice will expose 
us to corporal punishments, or to the fear of death. -(3.) No 
man, according to this doctrine, can promise to himself any 
reward for what he suffers in the cause of Christ, because 
he, never did require him to suffer; whereas a crown of 
•glory is every where in Scripture promised to the patient 
sufferer, his light afflictions arc said to work for him a more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; and it is said to be 
a righteous thing with God, to recompense to them that suf- 
fer for him, rest with him. 

Moreover, this doctrine gives the lie to our Saviour, who 
plainly tells us, that whosoever shall deny him before men, 
he will deny him before his heavenly Father: (Matt. x. 33.) 
that whosoever shall be ashamed of his words and doctrine 
.in a perverse and adulterous generation, of him his Saviour 
wilt be ashamed, when he comes before his Father and his 
glorious angels. (Mark viii. 3. 8.) But to this it is replied 
by Mr. Hobbes, that what a subject is compelled to do in 
obedience to his sovereign, and doth it not in order to his 
own mind', but in order to the law of his sovereign, that 
action is not his, but his sovereign's ; nor is it he that in this 
case denieth Christ, but his sovereign. Ans. 1. Seeing the 
persecuting world is that adulterous generation of which 
our Saviour speaks, and the world persecuteth by the civil 
power; to be ashamed of Christ and of his word in this 
adulterous generation, is certainly to be ashamed to con- 
fess him, and to own his doctrine, by reason of the igno- 
miny or troubles we may suffer for so doing from the civil 
power. 2. That to refuse to bear our cross, and even 
lose our lives for Christ's sake and the gospel's, is to be 
ashamed of Christ, is evident from the connexion of the 
words: for Christ informeth his disciples, (ver. 31.) that 
he must suffer many things of the chief priests and rulers of 
the Jews; and, ver. 34. he tells them, All that would be his 
disciples, must also be content to bear the cross, and lose 
their lives for his sake and the gospel's, when men saw fit 
to treat the disciples as they bad done their Master, which, 
saith he, whosoever doth refuse to do, will bo the greatest 
loser; ov yap 2v, for whosoever will be ashamed of me, &c. 
Is it not therefore evident, that to refuse even to lose our 
life for Christ's sake and the gospel's, when rulers shall 
think fit on that account to take it from us, is to be ashamed 
of Christ and of his doctrine? And therefore Mr. Hobbes 
wisely said nothing to this text. But (2.) in his pretended 
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answer to those words of Matthew, he manifestly wrests 
our Saviour's words, who plainly speaks of denying him 
by words in presence of, or in compliance with, the ma- 
gistrate: for (ver. 18.) he declares to his disciples, that 
they should be brought before kings and rulers for his sake, 
and by them should be scourged, (vcr. 17.) imprisoned, (ver. 
19.) and killed, (vcr. 21.) But notwithstanding all their 
menaces and persecutions, publish, saith ho, my doctrine 
openly to all the world ; what I tell you in darkness, that 
speak ye in the light ; and what you hear in the ear, that 
speak on. the housetop: (ver. 27.) and be not discouraged 
from so doing by fear of them who may kill the body, which 
magistrates, who have the power of the sword, have only a 
right to do; and which they cannot do for our internal 
faith, of which they cannot judge, but only for outward 
profession, or confession of it, which, saith Christ, I com- 
mand you to make before them without fear, (ver. 31.)/or 
whosoever shall confess me before men, him will I confess — 
deny me before men — deny; (vcr. 32, 33.) so saith our Lord. 
It is no such matter, saith the great Malmsburian philo- 
sopher, you are fools. if you ofFer yourselves to be thus 
treated by the magistrate for the name of Christ; you need 
not run this hazard,, you may deny, as well as preach 
Christ's doctrine on the housetop, if so commanded by the 
magistrate: and therefore you need not fear him, because 
you need do nothing to provoke him ; you may be sound 
believers, though ye deny, blaspheme, or disobey Christ, 
when by their menaces or precepts the magistrates compel 
you so to do; and therefore you, notwithstanding all your 
blasphemies, will bo acceptable to Christ; but he will 
punish .those persecuting rulers as those who only do in- 
deed deny him. Now whether this be to interpret or con- 
tradict our Saviour's words, let any rational man judge. 
(3.) This doctrine is aflat contradiction to St. Paul, who 
doth expressly teach as well confession of the Lord Jesus 
with our moutlis, as belief of him with our hearts to be re- 
quired to salvation; for with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation; (Rom. x. 10.) adding, that if we do deny 
Christ; he also will deny us; but if we suffer for him, we 
shall reign together with him. (2 Tim. ii. 12.) It also thwarts 
the doctrine of St. John, who having told us of some Jewish 
rulers, who, when convinced that Jesus was the Christ, 
would not confess him for fear of punishment, and of dis- 
grace, by being turned out of the synagogue, saith, they 
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God, (John 
xii. 43.) which whosoever doth can be no sound believer, 
and no true lover of his Lord. (John v* 42. 44.) Moreover, 
by this doctrine we must condemn the three children who 
refused to worship the golden image which Nebuchadnezzar 
did erect, whereas God by their wonderful deliverance ap- 
proved their disobedience to the command of the king; and 
all those martyrs and confessors, who rather chose to suf- 
fer than deny their Lord, or worship idols, when by the 
heathen magistrate they were commanded so to do, must 
be condemned afc fools and criminals ; whereas the miracles 
they wrought, and the Divine assistance which they found 
under their sufferings, sufficiently convince us that God 
approved of their actions. Lastly, the instance of Naaman 
the Syrian, as it may, be rendered from the Hebrew, is 
wholly impertinent to this purpose; for there he doth not 
ask this prophet's leave to sin again, but only asks his 
pardon that he had done it; In this thing the Lord pardon 



thy servant, that when my lord went into the house of Rim- 
tnon to bow down himself there, and leaned on my hand, I 
bowed down myself there; that I bowed down myself— the 
Lord pardon thy servant in this thing: and so the margins 
of some Bibles read; and that which may be fairly offered 
to confirm this reading is, that these very Hebrew words 
here used are elsewhere found, not in the future, but in the 
prctcrpcrfcct tense, the Lord pardon me, beboa, in going to 
the house of Rimrhon, saith the text here; a Psalm of David, 
beboa Nathan, when Nathan went unto him, li. 1. uhistah- 
vati, and I bow down myself, saith our translation here, uhis- 
tavau, and they bowed down themselves, Exod. xxxiii. 10. 

[ 3 ] Vcr. 13. *Et7T£ rt£ a§eX^t{»/40u fiepfoaoQai rrjv Kk^povofitav 
/tier fyov, Master, speak to my brother to divide the inherit- 
ance with me.] Here Dr. Lightfoot shews that this was 
usually done either by the consistory of three, or by some 
chosen by them betwixt whom the cause depended, as ar- 
bitrators in the case, as Grotius and Dr. Hammond have 
suggested ; therefore there is no ground for Mr. Le Clerc 
to say this man did not desire him to perform the office of 
a judge or arbitrator between him and his brother, but to 
use his prophetical authority to oblige his brother, who de- 
tained the whole inheritance, to divide it with him ; for if 
so, why doth not Christ answer, that this was no part of his 
prophetic office, but only, who made me a ruler or a judge ? 
Now it is probable that Christ refused to take this office 
upon him, not only to avoid the envy and calumny of the 
Jewish rulers, who might be apt to say, he took upon him 
an office to which he was not called, in prejudice to them 
-who were appointed for that work; but chiefly because he 
had but little time remaining, which he could better spend 
in dividing to them the word of life, and in promoting their 
eternal interest. 

[*] Ver. 15. &v\a<r<yt<r%t ct7ro rTjg 7rXsov^iag, &C. Beware of 
covetousness : for a man's life consists not in the abundance 
of the things that hepossesseth.] Hence we learn, that the 
desire of having more than we do really need, not to supply 
the necessities of others, or to promote God's glory, but 
that we may keep, and treasure them up, and enjoy them, 
is one species of covetousness: for these words are cer- 
tainly produced as a dissuasive from the sin of covetous- 
ness, which sure they could not be, were not the desire of 
having more, one species or symptom of that sin. 2. From 
the words following we learn, that to be more solicitous 
concerning temporals than wc arc for spirituals, and to be 
anxious about them, when w r e are not yet rich towards 
God, is another sign of covetousness. This may probably 
be concluded from the concern of this person for the di- 
viding of his inheritance, rather than that our Lord should 
instruct him in the way of life, it being this which gave oc- 
casion to this admonition, to beware of covetousness; and 
it more clearly follows from the example of the fool, who 
was so much concerned to hoard up his goods, but not at 
all concerned to be inch towards God; i. e. to have his trea- 
sure with God in the heavens, and to esteem it his chiefest 
riches to be an heir of the kingdom of God, (vcr. 32.) and to 
employ his riches so as to procure God's favonr, and his 
own future happiness : for this is a plain indication of a 
heart that values these temporal concernments more than 
God's favour, or celestial riches; which in St. Paul's judg- 
ment renders the covetous person guilty of idolatry. 

*[ 5 ] Vcr. 20. Tavrp tij vvktI T7]V -ipvx^v <rov cnratTOvciv inrb 
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(tou.] i. e. Either thy soul shall be required of thee by God that 
gave it, and whose depositum it was, as the Jews speak; 
(see note on 2 Tim. i. 12.) or else it shall be required by 
evil angels, according to that other opinion of the Jews, 
that the souls of the just when they die are carried into the 
garden of Eden, "per manumi angelorura," by the ministry 
of holy angels, and the souls of the -wicked to the place 
appointed for them, by evil spirits. (See the note on 
xvi. 22.) 

[ 6 j Ver. 29. KeA fxv luruaptZtait, Neither be ye of doubtful 
minds'] Mcrlwpoc, saith. the Glossary of Stephanus, is 6 fxv 
araTtpbg tov vovv, raXavrcvo/uvoc t$ yvw/iy,Budseus, one fluc- 
tuating and unstable in his mind, judgment, or counsel: 
hence jum'wpoc Sfa? is a suspended judgment, fitrltopog a/>x*?> 
a doubtful or controverted empire ; txtriwpoi, saith Suidas, 
are ol 7rpoc rb fxiXkov in aaXtvovTtg, those that are anxious 
and fluctuating as to future events, or whatever may befal 
them ; in which sense, say Thucydides and Plutarch, juerl- 
wpog >V v 'EXXac, Greece teas in suspense touching the event 
of the war; and Josephus, that the Jews were fxtHwpoi Inl. 
t$ fxiWovrt noktfiy, anxious about the war with the Romans. 
Accordingly titTtwpiaixbg, the thing forbidden here, is, saith 
Theophylaet, 6 7r£pw7ra<T//oc, icai tov \6yov aararog Trzpi<j>opa, 
a distracting and unstable fluctuation ofthemind or reason, 
about provision for the body, which Christ would here re- 
move from the children of God, as being well assured that 
his wisdom knoweth what is needful for them, (ver. 30.) and 
his fatherly care would certainly provide for them what 
was so. PJ . 

. [*] Ver. 33. IlwX/jtrare ra virapx ovTa vfxwv, icai Sore cXcrj/io- 
aivrjv, Sell that you have, and give alms.] i. e. Be ready 
when God calls, and the exigencies of Christ's members do 
require it, so to do, and be so far from the sordidness of the 
rich man, who would not give of his superfluities, to tho 
needy, as in these cases to do it out of the main stock, as 
knowing this heavenly kingdom is to be obtained, not by 
hoarding up treasures here on earth, but by distributing 
them to Christ's needy members. If it be asked how moths 
can corrupt treasures, seeing they eat not through gold, or 
silver, I answer, that precious clothes are also reckoned 
among treasures, Ezra ii. C9. Neh. vii. 70. Job xxvii. 1G. 
(See the note on Jam. v. 2, 3.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 35. "Eorwffav vfxwv at oofyitg TrzpuZuxxnivai, teal ol 
Xvxvoi icaiofitvoi, Let your loins be girded about, and your 
lights burning.] The servant, when he was to minister to 
his master, that his clothes might not hinder him, girded 
them about him. So Luke xvii. 8. Gird thyself, and serve 
me: and when Christ ministereth to his apostles, he takes a 
towel, and girdeth himself, John xiii. 14. and then wdsheth 
their feet. Hence, saith Philo,* we are commanded to eat 
thepassotyer, Tag ovfyuag 7T£jo«£wc rjutvot iroifiwg npbg xnrriptoiav 
ix ovT *s> w tth our 1°i ns 9 ir t ^ being ready for service. More- 
over, they waiting to expect their master's coming home at 
night, were to have their lamps burning, and ready to re- 
ceive him. (Matt. xxv. 7.) To servants so provided, and 
ready for service, our Lord here promiseth a new and un- 
usual honour, like that of the Romans in their Saturnalia; 
the Cretansf in their Hermaea; and of the Babylonians in 
their feast called Saccas, where the servants sat at table, 



* De sacr. Ab. el Ciin. p. 108. 

t Alliemeus Deipnos. lib. xir. cap. p. 639. Ctesius, p. 674. apud Herod.' 



and their masters waited on them ; Their lord (saith he) 
shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and 
he will come forth to serve them, ver. 37. he coming into the 
world, not to be ministered unto, but to minister, Matt. 
xx. 28. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 36. IIoTf avakvau licTwvyafiwv, Wlien he will return 
from the marriage*] *A.va\vau avri tov l-rravipx^Tai, Phavo- 
rinus ; y Ava\vuv, vTroarpi^uv, dvaKafnrruv, Gloss, i. e. the 
word signifies to return. And though in profane authors 
this is more* rare/ yet in the apocryphal books this is per- 
petually the sense of the word : as when Tobit saith, in 
the night, avtkvaa, I returned from the burial, ii. 9. No 
man was known, avaXvaat 1% ffiov, returning from the grave, 
Wisd.ii.l. The air being par ted presently dg zavrbv avtMBrj, 
returns, to itself, v. 12. arid xvi. 14. The Spirit when it is 
gone forth, ovk avakvu, returneth not again. (See 2 Mace. 
viii. 25. ix. 2. xii.7. xv. 28.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 42. Tig apa tarlv 6 marbg olicovofiog ; Wlio then is 
that wise servant?] Our Lord here does not answer directly 
to the question of St. Peter, yet he sufficiently doth it by 
declaring that this is to be done of every servant who ex- 
pects to be rewarded or treated as one faithful to him, and 
especially of the guides of the church, Mark xiii. 37. 

["] Ver. 47. "Etcdvog Si 6 SoOXoc, &c. And that servant 
who knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself , neither 
did according to his will,' shall be beaten with many stripes : 
Ver. 48. but heihdtkneiunot,&c.] This being one great dif- 
ference betwixt the pastors of the church and other Christ- 
ians, they must expect a severer punishment, as sinning 
against greater evidence, and knowledge of their duty; for 
to whom much, is given, of them much will be required: 
whereas they who through slowness of understanding, or 
neglect of pastors, and multitude of worldly, business, are 
ignorant of their duty, and so neglect it, will find a milder 
punishment; for ignorance may be pitied, but contempt 
deserves no mercy. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 49. Uvp >}X0ov fiakziv dg n)v yf/v, kcu ti %l\w cl tJStj 
avityQri, I came to send fire on the earth,' and ivhat will I if 
it be already kindled?] Here it is to be noted, that the par- 
ticle d hath two significations, both agreeable to this place. 
(1.) That, see note on ITim. v. 10. (2.) It is a particle of 
wishing: so Numb. xxii. 29. u dx ov fiax^p^v, I wish J had 
a sword; d KaTtfidvafxtv, we wish we had continued beyond 
Jordan, Josh. vii. 7. d ^Kovaag, Psal. lxxxi. 13. and Isa. 
xlviii.18. that thou hadst hearkened to my precepts; Luke 
xviii. 42. d iyvvg, O that thon hadst known. So then the 
sense of these words is this, — I come to deliver to the world 
a doctrine, which will incense the world against me and 
my followers, and subject us to great sufferings, signified 
in Scripture by fire, Psal. Ixvi. 12. Isa. xliii. 2. Ecclus.li. . 
4. and therefore called fiery trials, IPet. iv. 12. and will 
baptize me in my own blood ; but yet I am so far from 
being moved from prosecuting my Father's pleasure, by the 
prospect of them, that I wish the time of my suffering were 
at hand, and my gospel preached to the world. 

[isj Ver. 57. Ti S£ teal aft zavrwv ov IcplvtTt rb S'ikcuov, And 
why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right?] L e. Take 
an example from yourselves ; you are not wont to neglect 
the means by which you may be preserved from that pri- 
son here, from which you cannot escape till your whole 
debt be paid; why then neglect you that repentance to- 
wards God, and faith in the Messiah, which can alone pre- 
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serve you from that infernal prison, from which yon cannot 
escape? You can observe the signs of heaven foT your 
temporal advantage; why therefore do you not observe the 
clearer signs of the Messiah's coming, and calling you to 
faith and repentance by his doctrine? 



CHAP. XIII. 

1. THERE were present at that season (token Christ 
spake the foregoing words) some that told him [ x ] of the 
Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacri- 
fices (slaying them when they came to offer sacrifice, for 
rejecting the authority of the Roman emperor). 
i 2. And Jesus answering said to them, Suppose ye that 
these Galileans were sinners above all the (other) Gali- 
leans, because they suffered such things? 

3. I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, yc shall all 
likewise perish (for the same cause, and many of you after 
the same manner : see note). 

4. Of those eighteen, on whom the tower in Siloam fell, 
and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all 
men that dwelt in Jerusalem? 

5. I tell you, Nay: but, except you repent, ye shall all 
[ 2 ] likewise perish. 

G. He spake also this parable (to the same purpose, say- 
ing), A certain man had a fig-tree planted in his vineyard ; 
and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. 

7. Then he said to the dresser of the vineyard, Behold, 
[ 3 ] these three years I come seeking fruit, and find none: 
cut it down ; why cumbereth it the ground ? (And the like 
sentence may you of this nation expect from God for your 
nnfruitfulness.) 

8. And he answering said to him, Lord, (be pleased to) 
let it alone this year also, till I dig about it, and dung it: 

9. And if it bear fruit, well (thou wilt see cause to spare 
it): and if (it do) not, then after that thou shalt cut it 
down : ( and stick is now God's sparing mercy to you, he is 
making farther trial of you, whether what I or my apostles, 
preaching after my ascent to heaven, can do, will make you 
fruitful; and if after all our labours you continue still un- 
fruitful, you must expect to be cut off.) 

10. And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the 
sabbath. 

11. And, behold, there was (there) a woman which had 
a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed toge- 
ther (with it), and could in no wise lift up herself. 

12. And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and 
said to her, Woman, thou art (now to be) loosed from thine 
infirmity. 

13. And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she 
was made straight, and glorified God. 

14. And the ruler of the synagogue answered (i. e. said, 
w\th relation to this cure) with indignation, because that 
Jesus had healed on the sabbath-day, and said to the peo- 
ple, There are six days in which men ought (i. e. by the 
commandments are allowed) to work: in them therefore 
come and bo healed, and not on tho sabbath-day. 

15. The Lord then answered him and said, Thou [ 4 ] hy- 
pocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath (day) 
loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away, to 
watering? * 



1G. (litis you do on that day J or a beast to free it from 
a little thirst,) and ought not (then) this woman, being a 
daughter of Abraham, whom [*] Satan hath bound, lo, these 
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath- 
day? 

17. And when he had said these things, all his adver- 
saries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all 
tho glorious things that were dono by him. 

18. Then said he, To what is the kingdom of God like? 
and whereuntp shall I resemble it? 

19. It is like a grain of mustard-seed, which a man took, 
and cast into his garden, and it grew, and waxed a great 
tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it; 
(for thus, from a very small beginning, xvill it grow up into 
the greatest of all kingdoms, as that becomes the greatest of 
all herbs, Matt. xiii. 32.) 

20. And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the king- 
dom of God? 

21. It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in 
three measures of meal till the whole was leavened (for 
so shall the doctrine of the kingdom spread till it hath sea- 
soned all the regions of the earth). 

22. And he went through the cities and villages, teaching, 
and journeying towards Jerusalem. 

23. Then said one to him, Lord, are there [ 6 ] few that 
(shall) bo saved ? And he said to them (that heard him, 
Be not so much concerned to know how it will be with others, 
as to) 

24. [ 7 ] Strive to enter (in) at the strait gate (which 
leadeth to life, while ye have opportunity to do it): for 

I [ 8 ] many, I say to you, will seek to enter in, and shall not 
be able, (because they do it too late; for) 

25- When once the Master of the house is risen up, and 
hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and 
to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us; and 
(or, then) he shall answer and say to you, I know you not 
whence ye are ; (be careful therefore now, O ye Jews, to 
believe and obey the word, before the kingdom of God be 
taken from you, and the gate of the gospel-banquet be shut, 
so that you after knock in vain for entrance, Matt. xxv. 10. 
13./or; 

26. Then shall ye begin to say, "We have eaten and drunk 
in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. (He 
will answer,) 

27. But he shall say (koI ipu, and will say), I tell you, I 
know not whence you are; depart from me, all ye workers 
of iniquity. 

28. (And then) there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, when ye (the seed of Abraham) shall see Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom 
of God (enjoying the blessings promised to the members of 
that kingdom), and you yourselves thrust out (of it). 

29. And (then) they (of the gentiles) shall come from the 
east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the 
south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God (shall 
partake of the blessing of the gospel, and be owned as chil- 
dren of his kingdom). 

30. And, behold, (thus shall it happen, that) there are last 
(i. e. the gentiles called at the last hour, Matt. xx. 7.) which 
shall be first (in this kingdom), and there are first (i. e. the 
Jeivs to whom the gospel tvas first preached, and who are 
styled Go<Ts first-born, Exod. iy. 22.) which shall be last 
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(i. e. cast out of this kingdom, and not recalled till the last, 
or at the close of the world). 

31. The same day there came certain of the pharisees, 
saying to him, Get thee out (of Galilee, Herod's jurisdic- 
tion), and depart hence: for (else) Herod will kill thee. 

32. And he said to them, Go and tell that [ 9 ] fox (from 
me, a prophet sent from God, and therefore authorized thus 
to style him), Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures (in 
prosecution attd confirmation of my prophetic office) to-day 
and to-morrow (i. e. for a short time more), [ 10 ] and the third 
day I shall be perfected (k e. by death be consecrated to 
my priestly office, and so he needs not be concerned to put 
me to death, ivho shortly am to die as a sacrifice for the sins 
of the world). 

33. Nevertheless I must walk (on in my journey, ver. 22.) 
to-day, and to-morrow, and the day following (till I reach 
to Jerusalem, and J may do it without fear of being killed by 
Herod): for it cannot be that ["] a prophet perish put of 
Jerusalem (where the Sanhedrin, who think themselves the 
only judges of him, sit). 

34. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, 
and stonest them that are sent to thee; how often would I 
have gathered thy children together (under my protection), 
as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye 
would not (be gathered) ! 

35. Behold, your house is left unto you desolate ; and 
(&,for) verily I say unto you, (After awhile) ye shall not 
see me, (Matt, xxiii. 38.) until the time come when ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord ; 
( till etTrrjTt, you ivould say,i. e. you would be glad to see your 
Messiah coming to deliver you, and to say to him what your 
pharisees cannot now hear with patience^ xix.JJO. but shall 
only see him coming to avenge himself upon you, Matt. 
xxvi. 64.) 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIII. 

[ J ] Ver. 1. IlEPr twv Takikaiuv, Jv alfia Utkarog £jut£e 
fitra twv Ovaiuv airwv, Whose blood Pilate mingled with 
their sacrifices.^ It is not to be doubted, saith Grotius, but 
that the sedition of Judas Gaulonites, as it had its rise in 
Galilee, so found it many followers and abettors there, who 
coming up to Jerusalem, insinuated into the people that 
they were the Lord's people, and therefore were to own him 
only as their king, and to pay tribute, not to Csesar, but to 
his temple ; it therefore seemeth credible, saith he, as some 
of the Greek fathers think, that such as these were the Ga- 
lileans, whose blood Pilate mingled vnth their (paschal) sa- 
crifice, as finding they were then sowing these seeds of se- 
dition against Caesar; and if this were at the Passover, 
then the words following, ye shall all likeivise perish, agree 
wonderfully with that account of their destruction which 
Josephus and Eusebius give us, that when they were come 
up from all places to observe the Passover, they were en- 
closed in the city by the Romans; and upon the very day 
appointed for killing the passover, many of them were 
slaughtered like sheep in the very temple, for this very 
cause, that they shook off the Roman yoke, and refused to 
pay/trihute to Csesar. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 5. f O/xotwc dirokua^ Ye shall likeivise perish.] 
That is, saith Grotius, among the ruins of the city, of which 
that tower was a part, they perishing in Jerusalem, (ver. 4.) 



or rather among the ruins of the towers of the city arid 
the temple. To illustrate these conjectures of the learned 
Grotius, let us a little consider what Josephus hath deli- 
vered of this matter: he therefore saith, that this Judas, 
with one Zadoc a pharisee, incited the Jews to rebellion, 
saying,* rfjv £7rcTijU7j<m> ouSev aXXo rj avrtKpvg §ov\iav hnfyipuv, 
that the paying tribute was a sign of slavery ; and under 
this pretence they exhorted the whole nation to maintain 
their liberty, kol riSovy ciKpoamv I&xovtq av$po)7roi, and'this 
the Jews received with pleasure, and this became the seed of 
their future calamities. Hence they continually demanded 
avmpuv ra rlXrj,f that the tributes might be taken 'away. 
When Coponius was procurator of Judea, one Simon a Ga- 
lilean reproved them, %€i <j>6pov re 'Ptofiatots €7T(reXe7v virofit- 
vovai, nut fitra tov 0€ov oi<xou<xc SvrjTOVQ §£<nrorac, that they 
would endure to pay tribute, and suffer mortal lords to rule 
over them : when Felix was procurator, some magicians 
and thieves met together calling the. people to liberty,* 
and § Gavarov Ittiti}i£jvtzq tq?q iruQagypvai rrj 'Pwjuafwv ^yejuo- 
viq, threatening death to those who obeyed'the Roman go- 
vernment ; when Campanus was procurator, one Dortus 
solicited the people [|e7ri ry 'Pwjucu'wv tnrooTa<n'$, to shake off 
the Roman yoke; so ready were they to embrace the doc- 
trine of this Galilean. That many of the Jews perished, as 
did these Galileans, the same Josephus testifies, saying, 
that under the president Cumanus twenty-five thousand 
*ft Kara to hpbv aVwXovro, perished in the temple at the feast of 
Passover. That under Floras # *<ruxv6c <p6vog, there was a 
multifarious slaughter of them fighting in the temple, and 
that one Manahem was slain as he worshipped there. That 
many of the zealots perished in the temple, ffKaOaifiaaaovTtg 
to fotov ida<j>og, and washed the holy ground with their blood. 
That the Idumeans coming in to their help, eight thousand 
and five hundred of the party of Ananus high-priest were 
slain; SO that £J!£7r£KXv<x0i7 teal to g£w0£V hpbv irav aifxan,' the 
whole outward temple was washed over with blood. .In that 
threefold sedition which arose in Jerusalem between Elea- 
zer keeping the inward temple, John with his associates 
seizing the outward temple, and Simon the upper city, 
§§ <p6votg ifitaivtTo iravraxov to hpbv, the temple wascvery where 
polluted with slaughters, the weapons flew every where, and 
fell upon the priests, and those who officiated at the altar ; 
many who came from far to worship, -n-pb twv SvpaTuv iirzvov 
avTo\,fell before their sacrifices, and sprinkled the altar with 
their blood; insomuch that the blood of the dead carcasses 
made a pool in the holy court. At the feast of unleavened 
bread Eleazer, with his companions, opening a gate for the 
people that came to worship and to offer sacrifice, John, tak- 
ing that opportunity, sends in with them many of his party, 
having short sivords under their garments, who invaded 
Eleazer s party, and filled that temple with the blood of the 
zealots and of the people: And when Titus fought against 
the temple,^ irtpXplv tov j3wjuov 7rXr^oc lawotv^ro rwv vtKp&v, 
a multitude of dead bodies lay round the altar, and the blood 
ran down the steps of the temple, and many perished by the 
ruins of the towers or porches. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 7. v Er>j Tpia tp^pfxai %r\Tu>v Kap-rrbv iv ry <rvKy TavTtj, 



* Anliq. lib. xviii. cap. 1. 
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A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[ciiAr. XIV. 



These three years have I come seeking fruit of this fig-tree, 
and found none.] These three years seem not to signify 
only the time of our Lord's preaching among the Jews ; 
for they were not destroyed the next year, but about thirty- 
six years after our Lord's ascension ; they rather seem to 
be mentioned, because the fruit of some fig-trees came not 
to maturity till tho third year; the time he expected after- 
ward includes the whole time of the apostles preaching 
to them at Jerusalem, and to their dispersions, and to the 
gentiles, to gather and set up his church among them ; and 
then was the end erf the Jewish church and temple, and the 
great destruction of that nation to come. (Matt xxiv. 14.) 
Nor were the Jews then given over, but were, after our 
Lord's ascension, to be under the dispensation of the Holy 
Ghost; and, upon the rejection of that call, was Christ's 
prediction, that their house should be left to them desolate, 
to take place : whence, after the Holy Ghost was fallen 
down upon them, the apostles were to begin their preach- 
ing at Jerusalem, and to go thence throughout all Judea, 
(Acts i. 8.) and to preach to them remission of sins ; (Acts 
xiii. 38.) and. this they did with such success, as to convert 
many myriads of them: (Acts xxi. 20.) and the apostle 
Paul declares c it necessary for them to preach the word of 
God first to them.- (Acts xiii. 4G.) . 

[ 4 ] Ver. 15. 'YiroKQiTa, TJtou hypocrite.'] This Christ pro- 
nounceth upon the ruler of the synagogue, partly because 
he placed his holiness chiefly in the observation of ritual 
precepts, ot the rest of the body on the sabbath-day, pre- 
ferring that before the great things of the law, which Christ 
still representeth as a sigh of hypocrisy; (Matt, xxiii. 23.) 
partly because he pretended a great zeal for the law of God, 
when he was rather acted in this matter by black envy at 
the glory of Christ, which he, that saw his heart, well 
knew. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 16/Hv cSrjtxcv 6 ^aravag, Whom Satan hath bound 
these eighteen years.] That sometimes by concurring with, 
and sometimes without natural causes, many diseases were, 
by Divine permission, brought on men by evil spirits, the 
gospel and histories of Job and Saul inform us; for that 
Saul, after the departure of a good spirit, fell ug7ra%t) Suva 
Ka\ Baifiovia, into demoniacal passions, and had, ano rwv 
Saifi6v(jjv Tapaxnv, perturbations from demons, or, as the 
Scripture speaks, by an evil spirit from the Lord, (1 Sam. 
xvi. 14. 23.) we learn from Josephus.* And, by confession 
of Maimonidesjf Satan was the cause of all that Job suf- 
fered, not only in his substance, but in his body: (Job ii. 7.) 
and the Targum on Psal. xci. 6. numbers troops of de- 
mons, among those who inflict plagues and death upon men. 

\f] Ver. 23. Ei oXtyoi ol awZofitvor, Are there few that be 
saved?] This question seems to be propounded agreeably 
to that sentiment of the Jews, that all Isi'aelites should have 
their portion in the world to come: to which Christ was not 
pleased to give an answer that might satisfy the curiosity 
of the man, but rather an instruction that might benefit 
him ; it being not our concern to know how many will be 
saved, but how we may be saved. 

[*] Ver. 24. 'Aywvf&crSe tlazkSuv Sia ri}c arevrje irvXrjg, 
Strive to enter in at the strait gate.] Here Christ shews, 
that the number of them who may be saved, is not defined 
by any decree of God excluding all others from it, or ren- 



* Antiq. lib. ti. cap. 9. 



t Mor.Nev. lib. iii. cap. 22. 



dering them unable to attain it : for then Christ must in 
vain exhort them to use their diligence to enter in at the 
strait gate, which lcadeth to eternal life; and yet by 
saying, dyMvtZtaSt, strive, as men in agony, to do it, he 
shews, that this requires great constancy, diligence, and 
courage, and a strong conflict with the world, the flesh, and 
the devil; and so such only will obtain it. 

{?]IloX\diZvTVvovaivti<T£\%ziv 9 koX ovk lax^ovmv, For many 
shall seek to enter, and shall not be able.] Not for want of 
power, or sufficient grace on God's part, but for seeking 
too late to enter; viz. ivhen the door is shut, ver. 25. The 
sense therefore runs thus, Be careful, O ye Jews, now to 
believe, and obey my word, before the kingdom be taken 
from you, and the gate of the gospel-banquet be shut, so 
that you after knock in vain for entrance. (Matt. xxv. 10. 
13. see, the note on Matt. viii. 11, 12.) 

P] Ver. 32. EiTrarf ry aXwTTCKi ravrr^, Go tell that fox.] 
To impose this ignominious but agreeable name on Herod, 
is not contrary to the command, not to speak evil of the ruler 
of thy people; it being the office of a prophet, not to spare 
kings when they reprove their offences: (Jer. i. 10.) Christ 
therefore here uses his prophetical pow r er, in giving this 
tyrant a name so suitable to his actions. 

[ 10 ] Kal ry Tp'iT$ rekuovfiai, And the third day I am per- 
fected.] The word signifies, lam consecrated to my priestly 
office, by dying as a sacrifice for the sins of the world : so the 
old scholia, rakaiovfxai, <nriv§oficu, SvaiaZofiai, I am perfected, 
i. e. I am offered, I am sacrificed. For the confirmation of 
this sense, see the notes on Heb. ii. 10. ix. 10. 

[ u ] Ver. 33. Owe IvBixtrai rbv 7rpo^//Tijv inroXfoSat i^w, 
A prophet cannot perish out of Jerusalem.] Because he 
was only to be judged by the great Sanhedrin, and they 
were only to pass judgment on him in that place : so Dr. 
Lightfoot here. 



CHAP. XIV, 

1. i\.ND it came to pass, as he went into the house of one 
of the I 1 ] chief pharisees (or, of the rulers, who' was of the 
pharisees) to eat bread on the sabbath-day, that they 
watched him, (whether he would heal on the sabbath-day, 
that they might accuse him, Mark iii. 2.) 

2.* And, behold, there was a certain man (then) before 
him which had the dropsy. 

3. And Jesus [*] answering (to their thoughts), spake to 
the lawyers and pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on 
the sabbath-day (or not) ? 

4. And (but) they held their peace. And (then)he took 
him, and healed him, and let him go ; 

5. And (he) answered them ( who held this unlawful), 
saying, Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen 
into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the 
sabbath-day ? (And shall that kindness be denied to a son of 
Abraham in his distress on that day, which you afford on it 
to your distressed beast ?) 

6. And they could not answer him again to these things, 

7. And he put forth a [ 3 ] parable to those that were bid- 
den (to sit down with him), when he marked how they ( the 
pharisees) chose out the chief rooms (at feasts, on the ac- 
count of their pretended wisdom), saying to them, 

8. When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding (or 
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a marriage-feast), sit not down in the highest room, lest a 
more honourable man than thou be (also) bidden of him; 

9. And ( so) he that bade thee and him come and say to 
thee, Give this man place ; and thou begin with shame to 
take the lowest room. 

10. But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the 
lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may 
say to thee, Friend, go up higher: then [ 4 ] shalt thou have 
worship ( i. e. honour) in the presence of them that sit at 
meat with thee. 

11. For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased ; and 
he that humbleth himself shall be exalted (both by God 
and man). 

12. Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou 
makest a [?] dinner or a supper (do it not from a prospect 
of an invitation by way of recompense; and therefore ordi- 
narily) call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy 
kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid thee 
again, and (so) a recompence be made thee. 

13. But when thou makest a feast (do it out of charity 
to the needy; and therefore) call the poor, the maimed, 
the lame/ the blind: 

14. And thou shalt be blessed ; for (on, that) they (are 
called by thee, who) cannot recompense thee : for thou 
shalt be recompensed at the f 6 ] resurrection of the just. 

15. And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard 
these things, he said to him, [ 7 ] Blessed is he that shall eat 
bread in the kingdom of God (%. e. that shall partake of the 
pleasures and enjoyments of the kingdom of the Messiah). 

1G. Then (to convince him that the generality of the 
Jews were, for their unbelief to be excluded from that king- 
dom) said he to him (by way of parable), A [ 8 ] certain 
man made a great supper, and bade many: 

17. And sent his servant at supper-time to say to them 
that were bidden, Come ; for all things are now ready (as 
God sent first the Baptist to invite theJetvs, and then the 
apostles, and seventy disciples, to tell them the kingdom of 
God was at hand, and to persuade them to enter into it). 

18. And they all with one consent began to make ex- 
cuse. (For) the first said to him, I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must needs go and see it : I pray thee have 
me excused. 

19. And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen; 
and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused. 

20. And another said, I have married a wife, and there- 
fore I cannot come (i. e. they either out of great love to 
the pleasures or the advantages of this ivorld rejected the 
kind invitation). 

21. So that servant came, and shewed his lord these 
things. Then the master of the house being angry ( that 
they, who were so lovingly invited, would not come), said to 
his servants (the apostles sent with a fresh commission after 
Christ's resurrection to go to Judea, and the dispersions of 
the Jews, Acts i. 8. saying), Go out quickly into the streets 
and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor and 
maimed, the halt and tho blind (i. e. the gentiles and the 
dispersed Jews). 

22. And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast 
commanded, and yet there is room (for more guests). 

23. And the lord said to the servant, Go out into the high- 
ways and hedges (%. e. to the heathen nations), and [»] com- 
pel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 



24. For I say unto you, That none of those men that are 
bidden (and refuse to come) shall taste of my supper (i. e. 
enjoy the blessings of my kingdom). 

25. And there went great multitudes with hixri : and he 
turned, and said to them, 

2G. If any man come to me, and [ 10 ] hate not his father, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sis- 
ters, yea, and his own life also (i. e. if he prefers not my 
service before all these), he cannot be my disciple. 

27. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come 
after me (i. e. that will not obey me, and suffer any hardship 
for my sake), cannot be my disciple.- 

28. (Consider therefore well of these things before yon 
enter on a Christian life:) for which of you, intending to 
[ u ] build a tower sitteth not down first, and counteth the 
cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it ? 

29. Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and 
is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to inock 
him, 

. 30. Saying, This man began to build, and was not able 
to finish (his building: so before we enter on a Christian 
life, we should sit down, and consider seriously what it will 
cost us to be indeed Christians, and whether we be stead- 
fastly resolved to dd and suffer all that Christianity re- 
quires). • 

■ 31. -Or what king, going to make war against another 
king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be 
able with ten thousand, to meet him that cometh against 
him with twenty thousand ? 

32. Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he 
sendeth an embassage, and desireth conditions of peace, 

33. So likewise, whosoever he be of you thai (engageth 
not so manfully in his Christian warfare against sin, Satan, 
and the world, that when I call him to it, he) [**] forsaketh 
not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple. 

34. [ I3 ] Salt is good (i. e. a Christian life is very advan- 
tageous): but if the salt have lost his savour (if the Christ- 
ian apostle and professor hath lost his Christian conversa- 
tion), wherewith shall it be seasoned (i. e. what can be 
used farther to recover him)? 

35. It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill ; 
but men cast it out (i. e. such an unsavoury Christian can 
neither do good to himself nor others). He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAR XIV. 

[ J ] Ver. 1. EI'S oIkov rtyog rtov dg\6vnov row <papi<raiu)v, 
Into the house of one of the pharisees.] Gr. Into the house of 
one of the pharisees, who was a ruler in the Sanhedrin ; for 
they are called apxovTtg, rulers, Luke xxiv. 20. John iii.l. 
Acts iii. 17. 1 Cor. ii. 8. (See the note there.) 

[ 2 J Ver. 3. Kal diroKpt&elg 6 9 \i\aovg ttire Trpbg rove vofittcovg. 
And Jesus answering spake to the lawyers and pharisees; 
and, ver. 5. koI cnroKp&z\g irpog avTovg etwe, and he answer- 
ing them said.] Here diroKpiSrAg, answering, is twice used, 
where neither any question was put, nor any thing said to 
him ; but then it is still an answer to some \6yog IvSidOtTog,. 
inward conception, or reasoning, or to some action expres- 
sive of their sentiments concerning him : sometimes it is 
used, when he perceived their inward thoughts and reason- 
ings about his actions, words, or person : thus, when the 
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pharisecs were consulting how they might apprehend him 
for the parable he spake against them; diroKp&tig, he an- 
swering, spake another parable, shewing what destruction 
would conic upon them for crucifying him : (Matt. xxii. 1.) 
so Jesus perceiving their thoughts, diroiep&Ae, anstvering, 
said to them, Luke v.22. so he answers to what Simon said 
within himself, Luke vii: 39, 40. sometimes he answers to 
their actions, as discovering their apprehensions of him : 
thus, when they came to take him, Jesus, dvoKp&t\g, answer- 
ing, said to them, Are you come as against a thief? Mark 
xiv/48. so to the barren fig-tree, diroKp&dg, he answering, 
said, Let never fruit grow on thee more, Mark xi. 14. so 
reflecting on the infidelity and impenitence of those cities, 
among whom he had done his mighty works ; and of those 
pharisees, who believed neither him nor the Baptist, dwo- 
Kp&tig tlirtv, he answering, said, Father, I thank thee, Matt. 
xi. 25. so when Peter had smitten off the ear of Malchus, 
dnoKptOAg, Jesus anstvering, with relation to that action, 
saith, Suffer ye so far, Luke xxii. 52. so Peter answers, 
not to what he had heard, but to what he had seen, Matt, 
xvii. 4. so Elisabeth answers, without being spoken to, the 
discourse of the women about the name of her son, Luke 
i. 60. and the angel answers to the fear of the women, Matt, 
xxviii. 5. and the high-priest to Christ's silence, I adjure 
thee to tell us,- Matt. xxvi. G3. and St. John the evangelist 
to Christ's words, He that receiveth you, receiveth me; Mas- 
ter, ive saw one cast out devils in thy name, &c. Mark ix. 38. 
- [ S J Ver. 7. y EXt7£ Se wpbg roitg KtKkrjpivovg 7rapaj3oX^v, &C. 
And he put forth a parable to them that were bidden, when 
he marked how they chose out the chief rooms.] L e. Christ 
being in the house of a prince of the pharisees, (ver. 1.) and 
observing how solicitous they were to choose the upper 
rooms on the account of their reputed wisdom, because So- 
lomon had said, (Prov. iv. 8.) Exalt wisdom, as Dr. Light- 
foot here shews ; that he might cure this swelling pride in 
them, and teach them humility, (ver. 11.) he propounds this 
parable; as it is fitly called, according to the definition of a 
parable by the Greeks: that it is irpoOecrig ojuoiw/zartioj tVi 
aa$r\vtiq rwv vTtoKtipivwv, a comparative resemblance of 
things, for the illustration of what is spoken of; or, as Pha- 
VOrinus, TrapairX^mwv 7rpayfxaTwv irapa&tmg, a collation of 
things resembling each other. This parable being taken 
from a like example of a nuptial banquet. 

[ 4 ], Ver. 10. Tore IWuctoi $6%a, Then shalt thou have ho- 
nour in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee.] i. e. 
This will ordinarily be the result of thy humility ; and 
though it ought not to be our chief design in any virtuous 
action, yet hence it follows, that this may be one motive to 
the performance of such actions. (Phil.iv.j3.) 

[ 5 J Ver. 12. "Orav iroiyg apiorov, rj$ti7rvov,&C. Whenthou 
makest a dinner, or a supper, call not thy friends and thy 
brethren, &c. but call the poor, the maimed.] Some think 
Christ speaks here of the sacred banquet made by the Jews 
on their peace-offerings, and other feasts, to which they are 
bid to call the poor, the ividow, and the' Levite, Deut. xiv. 
29. but this seems a mistake ; for Christ speaks not of any 
special stated feas(, but of such banquets as he was then 
at : nor hath he one word of the widow and the Levite, who 
were to be guests there, but of the blind, the lame, the 
maimed, of which the law saith nothing ; nor doth ho say, 
For this the Lord shall bless thee upon earth, as Deut. xiv. 29. 
but, Thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. 



Note, secondly, that Christ doth not absolutely forbid us 
to invite our friends, our brethren, or kinsfolk, to testify our 
mutual charity and friendship, and how dear our relations 
are to us ; only he would not have us invite them out of a 
prospect of a compensation from them again; but to prefer 
the exercising our charity to them, who cannot recompense 
us. As comparative particles are sometimes in sense ne- 
gative, (see the notes on Mark xv. 11. Johniii. 19.) so ne- 
gative particles aro oft in sense only comparative ; Prov. 
viii. 10. Receive my instwtctions, veal, and not (that is, ra- 
ther than) silver: Joel ii. 13. Rend your hearts, veal, and 
not (i. e. rather than) your garments : John vi. 27. Labour 
not for the meat that perisheth, but for that which endnreth, 
&c. (See Exod. xvi. 19. Prov. xvii. 12. Jer.'vii. 22, 23.) So 
here, prj $o>vu, be not so much concerned to call thy friends, 
as to call the poor. Nor, 

Thirdly, Doth he lay upon us a necessity by this pre- 
cept to call the lame, the blind, or maimed, to our tables, 
but cither to do this, or what is equivalent to us in respect 
of charge, and more advantageous to them and their fami- 
lies, viz. to send them meat or money to refresh them at 
home. Note also, that Dion Chrysostomus,* who flou- 
rished in the time of Trajan, seems to have taken this 
observation hence, That they did avzXtvQtpug irparruv ra irtcn 
rovg %£vovg rovg irivnrag, act sordidly as to poor strangers, who 
did /jiovovg Tobg irXovaiovg v7ro8^x £0 '^ t Ztvloig, kcu Swpoig, nap 
div Sf/Xov on kcu avTol 7Tpo<7t$6KOvv Twv i'ffwv Ivtv^uv, entertain 
the rich only friendly, with their hospitalities and gifts, from 
whom they expected to receive as much again. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 14. 'AvTaTToSoSiiGETai aoi Iv ry dvaaraau, Tfiou 
shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.] See 
here the time of recompensing even those works of charity 
which are most acceptable to God, and for which we are 
chiefly to be rewarded at the great day. (Matt. xxv. 34.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 15. Manapiog, &c. Blessed is he icho shall eat 
bread in the kingdom of God.] It appears from the ensuing 
parable, that the kingdom of God here doth not signify the 
kingdom of heaven in the highest sense, but only the king- 
dom of the Messiah, of which the carnal Jew here speaks 
according to the received sense of his nation, as of a glo- 
rious temporal kingdom, in which the Jews should lord it 
over the gentile world, enjoy their wealth, and be provided 
with all temporal blessings and delights, in which they 
placed their happiness. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 16. A certain man made a great supper, &c,] We 
are called of God, saith Philo,f to partake of a banquet; 
not wbjeh shall satiate us with the pleasures of the belly, and 
fatten the body ; but with which the mind being nourished, 
and leaping for pleasure, rejoiceth, and is glad. Seethe 
exposition of this parable, Matt xxii. 1, 2. 

[9] Ver. 23. Kdi avayicaaov tl<rt\$tiv, And compel them to 
come in.] How vainly these words are brought to prove, 
that men may be compelled, by the secular arm, to em- 
brace the true faith, appears (1.) from the nature of a 
banquet, to which no man is compelled by force, but only 
by the importunity of persuasion, and from which no man's 
business doth by force restrain him, but only by the incon- 



* Orat, 7. 

t Etc ftiTOue-ut* 0oiw;c, ovx nq al yctcrfa iJcvoi TCifivr^afxivnq to cvfA& wutivevctv, aXX* 
a<$>* fa havoio. Irrft^fAtfJi xa\ iy^o^vraa-a apraTf yn$H rt x** I yf faiViTsi. De Sacr. Abel 
etCain,p. 104. ii. 
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venience of attending on it ; and yet one of the guests saith, 
vcr. 18. dvayKnv ix**, I am compelled to be absent. '(2.). 
From the scope of the parable, which respects the calling 
of the gentiles, which only Mahometans think fit, by force 
of arms, to compel to the faith. We do, dvajKdXnv, com : 
pel not only by example, but by exhortation, Mark vi. 25. 
Luke xxiv. 29. as here : and Christ, saith Theophylact, 
here not only commands them to call, but to compel them, 
though it be free to every one to believe that we may learn, . 
vti fiiyakr\g tov Geou Svvdututg l<rri to TTiGTivaai ru i6vr}, that it t 
is the work of God's great power to make the gentiles be- 
lieve. (See the note on Gal. ii. 14. and Grotius here,, and 
xxiv. 29.) 

. [ 10 ] Ver. 26. If any man come to me, koL ov punt, and hate 
not his father and mother, &c] It being impious to hate fa- 
ther or mother, wife- or children, and impossible to. hate 
ourselves, (Eph. v. 29.) to hate here can only signify com- 
paratively, viz. to love them less than God; and therefore 
what is here, and hateth not father .and mother, is Matt. 
x. 37. and loveih father and mother more than me : for what 
we love less, we are comparatively said to hate, as in. the 
case of God and mammon, Matt. vi. 24. So IfiiauTo Aria, 
Leah was hated, Gen. xxix. 31. 33. Now Leah surely was 
not hated by good Jacob, but loved less than Rachel. (See 
note on Rom. ix. 13.) > .. . . >. 

' [ n ] Vcr. 28. Tig yap t? vjuwv, SeXwv irvpyoy otKodofirjaai, 
&c. For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth 
not down first, and counteth the cost? Ver. 31. Wliat king, 
going to war, consulteth not first whether he be able?] Two 
things do usually hinder men from embracing that narrow 
way which leadeth to eternal life; (1.) The difficulties of 
the duties positively required of all Christians ; viz. the 
love of enemies, requiring us not only to forgive their in- 
juries from the heart, but also to overcome their evil with 
our good: the reparation of any injury done to another in 
his good .name or fortunes, not. only by begging his par- 
don, but by restoring what we got injuriously, and endea- 
vouring to repair his credit; the restraining of the tongue 
from all evil speaking, and uncharitable censures, and of 
our appetites from all carnal desires, the exact govern- 
ment of our passions, and the moderation of our affections 
to all worldly things ; a heart restrained by the fear of God 
from doing evil, and constrained by the love of him to 
yield sincere obedience to his holy laws. (2.) The great- 
ness of the temptations we must resist, and of the injuries 
and losses we may suffer, by persevering in this way, from 
the violent assaults of Satan, and the continual solicita- 
tions of the flesh, the examples and allurements of the, 
world, the persecutions of it, the loss of all things, and 
even life itself. Christ therefore by these resemblances 
adviseth us, before we enter on this Christian life, seri- 
ously to consider of and weigh these things, to form within 
us the most steadfast resolutions to perform the one, and 
arm ourselves with fortitude and patience against the other, 
that so we may not afterward be moved by them to depart 
from it. , 

[ IS ] Ver. 33. So likewise, whosoever he be of yon, og ovk 

d-noTaaaiTai nam rolg lavrov V7rapx 0V(Ttv f W>Ao forsaketh not 
all that he hath, &c] Christ doth not here require that we 
should actuallyrcnounce these things, for then wc must 
rcnounco even life itself, (vcr. 26.) but that our heart and 
our affections should be so taken off from them, that we 

VOL, V. 



do always love them less than him, and that wc in prepa- 
ration of mind, be always ready to part,with them when we 
cannot keep them, without making shipwreck of faith, and 
a. good conscience. 

[ 1S ] Ver. 34. KaXov to. a\ag, &c. Salt is good; but if the 
salt hath lost its savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned?] 
This excellently, connects with, the discourse preceding, 
thus : The gospel I require you to adhere to, is that, salt 
with which every oblation that is acceptable to God must 
be seasoned, (Mark ix. 48, 49.) the preachers of it are fc the 
salt of the earth. (Matt.'v. 13.) As then salt, when it hath, 
losttts. savour, becomes good for nothing^ butjo be cast 
out into.the T dunghill: so, the Christian professor, who lives 
not according to the prescripts of the. gospel, can. do,no 
good to himself or others; and if he fall off from it, can 
hardly be recwered. (Heb. vi. 6. x. 27.) . When Mr. Le 
Clerc and others object against this comparison or simi- 
litude, that salt cannot lose its savour, they consider not, 
that in the boiling up of the saline particles, of which salt 
is made, there is left a caput mortuum, which is insipid. 

CHAR XV. 

1. JL HEN drew near to hira f 1 ] all the publicans and sin- 
ners to hear him. 

. 2. And . the pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, 
This man (now) receiveth sinners, and (at other times) 
eateth with them. ' , 

3. And (npon this murmuring ) he spake this parable to 
them, saying, 

4. What man of you, having „a hundred sheep, if he lose 
one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wil- 
derness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? % 

., 5. And >vhen he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoul- 
ders (and returns home with it), rejoicing. 

6. And when he cometh home, he calleth together his 
friends and neighbours, saying to them, Rejoice with. me; 
for I have found ray sheep th^t was lost: (now this is a 
just resemblance of the joy of God for the conversion of a, 
sinner; for) 

, 7. I say to you, That likewise [ 2 ] joy shall be in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and 
nine just persons, which need no repentance (i. e. no con- 
version from a life of sin to that of holiness). 

8. Either what woman (is there), having ten pieces of 
silver, (who,) if she lose one piece,, doth not light a can-: 
die, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till sho 
find it? 

9. And when she hath found it, she calleth her. friends 
and her neighbours. together, saying, Rejoice with mo; for 
I have found the piece that I had lost: (which is another 
true resemblance of the joy of God at the .recovery of a tost 
soul; for) 

10. Likewise, I say to you, There is joy in the presence 
of the [ 3 j angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 

11. And he. said (also by way of parable to the same 
purpose), A [t] certain man had two sons : 

, 12. And the younger of them said to .his father, Father,- 
[ 5 ] give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he 
divided to them his living (i. e. gave him the portion allot- 
ted for the livelihood of his younger son). 
13. And not many days after the younger son gathered 

2Z 
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all (his estate) together, and took his journey into a far 
country, and there wasted his substance with riotous 
living. 

14. And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty fa- 
mine in that land ; and he began to be in want. 

15. And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that 
country (to become his servant) ; and he sent him into his 
fields to feed swine. 

16. And ho would fain have filled his belly with the husks 
that the swine did eat; and no man gave to him (enough to 
satisfy his hungry appetite). 

[Now here the younger son represents the gentiles gone 
far off from God their Father, Eph. ii. 13. living in riot and 
drunkenness, 1 Pet. iv. 3. and committing whoredom with 
idols, against the light of their reason, Rom. i. 20, 21. la- 
bouring under a famine of the word, and employed in the 
vilest drudgery by sin and Satan, in which no satisfaction 
can be found.] 

17. And when he came to himself (i. e. to cmxsider his 
own miserable state), he said, How many hired servants of 
ray father's have bread enough and to spare, and I (am 
ready to) perish with hunger! * 

18. I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, 
Father, I have sinned against (the God of) heaven, and be- 
fore thee (by departing from thee), 

19. And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make 
me as one of thy hired servants : ( and this represents the 
case of a penitent sinner ; considering his present misery, his 
vileness and unworthiness, humbly acknowledging his sin to 
God, resolving on amendment of life, and actually returning 
to God, as many of tlie gentiles did, when the gospel was 
preached to them.) 

20. And he arose, and came to his father. But when 
he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had 
compassion (on him), and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him. 

21. And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son. ... j \ t 

22. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth tho 
best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet (in token that I own him as my be- 
loved son) ; 

23. And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let 
us eat, and be merry: 

24. For this my son was dead (in sin), and is alive again ; 
he was lost, and is found. And they begao to be merry: 
(and this is a lively representation of God's great love and 
mercy to sinners returning to him; forgetting all their for- 
mer provocations, and treating them, as soon as they be- 
gan to break off their sins by repentance, and to turn to him, 
ivith a most fatherly affection, and with expressions of the 
greatest joy.) 

25. Now his elder son was in the field (follotmng his fa- 
ther's business) : and as he came and drew nigh to the houso 
(of his father), ho heard music and dancing. . 

26. And he called one of the servants, and asked (him) 
what these things meant ( i. e, what was the cause of all 
this mirth). • * 

27. And he said to him, Thy brother is come; and thy 
father hath killed the faltcd calf, because he hath received 
him safe and sound. . \ . * *:."•. L .-. ,* : i 



28. And he was angry (at the kindness shewed by his fa- 
ther to his younger brother), and would not go in (to the 
house); therefore came his father out, and entreated him. 

29. And he answering said to his father, ho, these many 
years I (have) serve ( d) thee, neither transgressed I at 
any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavestme 
a kid, that I might make merry with my friends : 

30. But as soon as this thy son was come (back to thee), 
which hath devoured thy living with harlots (committing 
spiritual whoredom), thou bast killed for him the fatted calf. 

31. And he said to him, Son, thou art ever with me, and 
all that I have is thine; (in the first place the blessing of 
the Messiah being first promised to the Jews, and from them 
derived to others; see treatise of the Millenium, chap. 2. 
sect. 2.) 

32. It was meet that we should make merry, and be 
glad : for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and 
( he) was (as the) lost (sheep and piece of money), and is 
found (by the great Shepherd of. souls). 

[Now this elder brother is a true emblem of the Jews, 
and especially of the scribes and pharisees, murmuring at 
God's kindness to the sinners of the gentiles, in admitting 
them after so long idolatry to the blessings of the gospel, 
and to equal privileges with thejn without circumcision, 
and obedience to that law of Moses, under .which they had 
still lived, and refusing to enter into the kingdom of God, 
and come into the faith, by reason of the kindness God thus 
shewed to the gentiles. See note on Rom. xi. 28.] 

* * 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XV. 

[*] Ver. 1, 2. *HSAN 8l lyyiZ>ovrt$ airy Ttavrtg oi reXwyat, 
icai ot ttfiapTwiXoi, atcovuv avrov. Kal &e7oyyu£ov ol <papi<Tdioi, 
&c. Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners 
to hear him. Ver. 2. And the pharisees and scribes mur- 
mured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, &c.] For the 
better understanding of these three parables, note, 

First, That publicans, gross sinners, and heathens, were 
by the scribes and pharisees judged unfit to be conversed 
with, even though it were with a design to reduce them 
from their evil courses, they thinking God had cast off the 
care of them, and had no design to grant them repentance 
unto life; whence they abhorred their company, as thinking 
it a defilement to be touched by them, and never would 
concern themselves to make them better, and w T ere offended 
that our Lord was thus employed, Matt. ix. 11. Luke v. 30. 
Acts x. 28. xi. 18, 19. Note, 

Secondly, That publicans and heathens, sinners and 
heathens, are joined usually together, as being accounted 
persons of the same desperate wickedness, and equally un- 
worthy to be conversed with, as in those words of Christ, 
Matt. v. 46, 47. do not even publicans the same? or, as other 
copies read, ot Wvikq\, do not heathens do the same? which 
in Luke vi. 33, 34. is, do not ot a/jLctpTuAoi, sinners do the 
same? and, Matt, xviii. 17. if he refuse to hear the church, 
let him be to thee as a heathen and apublican; and in those 
w T ords of St. Paul, Gal. ii. 15. we that are Jews by nature, 
and not sinners of the gentiles. That they thought God 
took no care of the gentiles, is evident from the words of 
Esdras, saying to God, Thou liast said they are nothing, 
but are like unto spittle, and hast counted the abundance of 
them as a drop falling from a vessel, 2 Esd. vi. 50, 57. and 
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the prayer of Mordccai, Lord, give not. thy sceptre to them 
that are not, Esther xiv. 11. (See note on 1 Cor. i. 28.) 
Hence the converted Jews at first preached not to them, as 
judging it unlawful to go in unto, or converse with, the un- 
circiimcised, (Acts x. 28.) and wondered that God should 
give the gentiles repentance unto life, (Acts xi. 18, 19.) 
and only would converse with them when they shewed a 
willingness to be made proselytes to their religion. Some, 
therefore, here do think, that the word sinners here may 
signify the gentiles, which will be more probable, if Christ 
were then beyond Jordan, as they collect from John x. 40. 
or in Galilee of the gentiles, from whence we find him 
going to Jerusalem, Luke xvii. 11. otherwise it will not 
be so easy to discern how all the gentiles should draw nigh 
to hear him, or he should be eating with them, ver. 12. 
Note, - - 

Thirdly, That these parables, and especially the last, are 
designed against the scribes and pharisees, who thought 
so abjectly of publicans and sinners, and so perversely of 
the whole gentile world ; and to convince them of their in- 
humanity, and shew them that their deportment was very 
alien from God's merciful inclination to them, and that 
they ought not to be unmerciful to them, to whom God was 
so well inclined to shew mercy, or deny their charity to 
them, to whom he was so ready to afford it : for he spake 
this parable to them, saying, Which of you? ver. 3,4. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 7. Ovro> x<tpa iarai Iv r<J> ovpavy, &c. Sojoy shall be 
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, see note on ver. 
10. t) ml lvvtvr)KOvrazvvla ZucaiotQ, olrivtg ov xgtiav i\ovai uz- 
ravolas, more than over ninety and nine just persons, who 
need no repentance.] Here note, that rj is here put for fiak- 
Xov v> as usually it is both in the Old and New Testament, 
and in profane writers : so Gen. xxxviii. 26. ScSikcuWcu 
Qafxapv tyu, Thamar hath beenmore righteous than I; Psal. 
cxviii. 8. ayaObv IXiriZtiv lid Kvpiy rj, it is better to trust in the 
Lord than in princes; 1 Cor. xiv. 19. in the church I would 
speak five words, so as to teach others, ?) uvgiovg, rather than 
4en thousand in an unknown tongue: so Luke xviii. 14. 
See Stephanus giving examples of this from Homer, Ari- 
stotle, Diogenes Laertius, and St. Chrysostom. Note, 

Secondly, That there being no person in the world so 
just, as absolutely to need no repentance; because there 
never was a person in the world, besides our Saviour, who 
did righteousness, and sinned not; the best of men being 
subject to some faults and infirmities, of which they stand 
obliged to repent: that our Lord may not here be thought 
to have supposed a case that never was, let it be observed, 
that the repentance of a sinner usually imports an entire 
change in the whole course or tenor of his life, from the 
service of sin to the service of God, from yielding obe- 
dience to it in the lustings of it, to yielding our members in- 
struments of righteousness unto holiness; and this is the re- 
pentance of the sinner mentioned in the text; and in this 
sense it is manifest the righteous person, or new creature, 
necdeth no repentance. (2.) There is a repentance, which 
consists in a godly sorrow, for the particular failings and in- 
firmities we may have committed through surprise, a sud- 
den fear, a violent temptation, or a single deviation from 
the general course and tenor of our lives; such was that 
of David and St. Peter, and the humiliation of good He- 
zekiah for the pride of his heart : and in this sense it is not 
to be thought that in this state of imperfection and continual 



conflict we have with the flesh, there should be any right- 
eous person who needs no repentance. And this interpre- 
tation I prefer before that of St. Ambrpse, Hilary, and 
Chrysostom, who, by the ninety and nine sheep not lost, and. 
the ninety-nine persons who peed no repentance, under- 
stand the holy angels that fell not; by the lost sheep all 
mankind lost in Adam, wjiom to recover the Son of God 
became incarnate, and in the gracious work of our redemp- 
tion, brought him home upon his shoulders: the joy in 
heaven for this returning is, say they, the joy of God, and 
of his holy angels for the recovery of lost mankind; in 
which sense the words are strictly true, the holy angels 
need no repentance, because they never fell from their obe- 
dience. And this interpretation was so generally approved 
in the church, that in Tertullian's* time it was appealed 
to as a proof of it, that in the bottom of their sacramental 
cups, Christ teas engraven carrying the lost sheep upon his 
shoulders. 

Thirdly, It is inquired with what reason it can be said, 
there is more joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repent- 
ance: for is it not better not to offend, than to sin and re- 
pent? Is not innocence better than amendment? And if 
repentance be not better than righteousness, why is there 
more joy in heaven over the penitent than over the righte- 
ous? Yea, why over one penitent sinner, than over 
ninety-nine just persons ? 

Now to this some answer, according to the forcmen- 
tioned opinion of the ancients, that the lost sheep, return- 
ing prodigal, and the one sinner that repenteth, compre- 
hend all mankind redeemed from a state of misery by 
Christ; now this may fitly be represented as matter of the 
greatest joy to God, and the whole court of blessed angels, 
they being represented as stooping down to look into this 
mystery, 1 Pet. i. 12. .and learning from the church the 
wisdom of God in it, Eph. iii. 10. and therefore, in this 
sense, do doubtless know and rejoice in our redemption. 
(2.) Others answer, that the sheep not lost, the ninety-nine 
righteous persons, and the elder son, who said, he never 
had offended, represent the Jewish nation, and especially 
those scribes and pharisees, who trusted in their own 
righteousness, and despised others : (sec Matt, ix, 12.) the 
lost sheep and returning prodigal represent the gentile 
world, which, by the preaching of the gospel, were to be 
converted to the Christian faith. Now, the church of the 
gentiles being more numerous than was that of the Jews, 
the desolate having more children. than she that had a hus- 
band, her conversion may fitly be represented as matter of 
the greatest joy. 

Against these expositions this visible objection may be 
made, that whereas the righteous arc here represented as 
ninety-nine, the penitent as one single person, these expo- 
sitions make them equal to, if not more numerous than, the 
righteous. But to this it is answered, that in the parables 
of the gospel, it is usual to represent all of the same kind, 
though they be sometimes the greater number, by one man. 
Thus, in the parable of the wedding-supper, the man that 
had not on his wedding-garment, represents, according to 



* "Proccdanl ipsse piclnrac calicum vestrorura, si vel in illis perlucebil Jnler- 
prelatio. Die milti nonne omrie hominam genus unus Dei Grex est ?" De pudic. 
cap. 7. * 
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most interpreters, all wicked men, and in our Lord's in- x 
tention it imported* the whole race of unbelieving Jews, 
Matt. xxii. 11. the slothful person, Who hid his talent in a 
napkin, is represented as one man, Matt. xxv. 24. they who 
improved their talents as three persons; and yet who 
knows not but there arc fewer that improve, than they who 
do receive the grace of God in vain? and all that came in 
at the last hour, and received their penny, that is, all the 
converted gentiles, are reckoned as one man in those words 
of Christ, I will give lax* T <$ *****; to this last man even as 
to thee. (Matt. xx. 14.) ' 

But' that which is principally to be considered for the full 
clearing of this difficulty is this, viz. that this passage of 
our Lord being spoken of God after the manner of men; is 
to'beundcrstdod after the manner of men, or suitably to< 
the nature of human passions, and the usual occasions of 
moving them. Now we are much affected with the obtain 
ingwhatwe have long and passionately desired, .with the 
regaining that w r hich we have looked upon as almost lostand 
desperate, with the security of that which we looked upon 
as in imminent danger; atthefirst obtaining what we pas- 
sionately desired, regaining what we. looked upon- as lost) 
securing what was in great danger, our joy is strong, and 
our delight transporting; and afterward it sensibly abates; 
So it is with us, that we are not so sensibly moved with the 
continuance of a good which we * have long enjoyed, as at 
the first recovery of it, after it was lost ; we may have still 
a real value for what we do possess, a settled pleasure and 
contentment in it but the sudden joy and transport is at 
the recovery of it. So a continued course of goodness 
may in itself be most valuable, and yet the recovery of* a 
lost sinner, the reviving of one dead in trespasses and sins, 
the seeing him snatched as a firebrand out of the fire, when 
he was ready to fall into it, may be the more affecting, and 
give us a more fresh and lively joy. Thus, v. g. it cannot 
but be comfortable to a loving father, to see his children in a 
state of perfect health ; but if one of them fall sick, and be- 
yond expectation of recovery* to see him out of danger, mi- 
nisters more present joy, than doth the constant health of 
all the rest. And this is the reason given in the parable 
of the prodigal son, why the kind father rejoiceth more at 
his return, than at the continuance of his elder brother' al- 
ways with him ; that it was the recovery of one given over 
for 'dead, 'the finding one looked upon as lost: It is meet 
(saith the father) upon this occasion that we' should make 
merry : for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again ; 
was lost, and is found. Onr Saviour, therefore, to encou- 
rage the repentance of the sinner, represents God after the 
manner of men, as if he did conceive such a joy at it, as 
earthly parents are wont to do at the return of a wild extra- 
vagant child to himself, and his duty. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 10. Ovto>, \iyu) v/uv, X a P« yivtrat Ivbyjnov tgjv ayyi- 
Awv, &c. Likewise^ I say to yon, There is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.] Hence most 
interpreters conclude, that the angels and blessed spirits 
are acquainted with the conversion of a sinner ; and see- 
ing true conversions-is wrought in the heart, hence the 
Romanists infer, that they must have knowledge' of- that 
also. Bnt, 

First, Here is not one word of blessed spirits, bnt of 
angels only; and whereas papists argue for an equality of 
knowledge in them to that of angels, because it is said they 



arenas the angels of heaven, Matt. xxii. 50. I answer, Christ 
doth hot say they are equal to angels now, but at the 
resurrection they shall be "so* Nor doth he say this abso- 
lutely, or as to the faculties of their souls, but as to their 
freedom 8 from secular actions and passions; and as to the 
state and condition of their bodies; for so the text runs, they 
that are counted tuorthy of the resurrection neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage, neither can they die any more; 
i. e: they arc equal to the angels as to immortality, and are 
the children of God, being the children of the resxnrectiok. 
(Luke xx. 30, 3G.) 

Secondly, This text affirms riot, that the joy here men- 
tioned, is the joy. of angels, but only that itis thejoy of God, 
hu>wiovT(I>vdyy(\(*>v, before, or in the presence of the angels, 
which stand continually before his face. Now as an earthly 
king may rejoice before his court, and they know not the 
special motive of his- joy/so may the- King of heaven* re- 
joice before the angels of his presence, and they know not 
the reason of that joy, and much less the particular con- 
vert that gave occasion to it. In a word, it is confessedly 
God, who is compared to the shepherd, seeking his lost 
sheep, and to the father rejoicing-for the return of his pro- 
digal son; and therefore the similitude requires, that the 
joy conceived when a lost sheep is found, or a prodigal son *' 
comes home, should be ascribed to him. - 

Note also; that this* consideration should inflame the 
zeal, and quicken the industry; of the spiritual shepherd for 
the conversion of sinners, as knowing this is a work so 
highly acceptable to the God of heaven, and that for which 
he sent the great Shepherd of the sheep into the world. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 11: "Av%po>tt6q rig 6«x £ Suo ^lovg, A certain man 
had two sons.] Here observe, (1.) that the elder son in this 
parable represented not the just or righteous ; for they are 
not angry, either that sinners do return to God, or that he 
graciously entertains them when they do so, but rather are 
industrious to bring them home to him, and rejoice attheir 
return : he rather represents the Jews murmuring, and being 
angry, that the gentiles, w T ho before were> fxatcpavcnrbTov Gcou^ 
far off from God, (Eph. ii. 13.) were by faith, without cir- 
cumcision, or obedience to their law, brought nigh to Mm, 
and made partakers of the -same privileges God offered, 
or afforded to them. The gentiles are represented as the 
younger son, going into a far country, as being far from 
God, and squandering away theii 1 goods by riotous living, 
as depraving that knowledge they had of the true God, 
from tradition, and his marvellous works, by gross idola- 
try, on which account the Jews represented them as born 
of harlots, (see note on John viii. 41. as here, ver. 30.) and 
serving them, which, by nature, were no gods, by holding the 
truth in unrighteousness, and giving up themselves to all 
unclcanncss; (Eph.iv.l9,)yca, labouring under ^famine of 
the 'word- of- God, and of his saving truth, and giving up 
themselves to the meanest services, such as that of keeping 
of hogs was deemed by the Jews and theEgj'ptians, who sufi 
fered not such to come into their temples, or sacred houses ; 
they having now, through Christ, access unto the Father, 
being adorned with the ivedding-garment of faith, and the 
robe of righteotisness, fed with the banquet of the true 
paschal lamb, and admitted to wear their Father's ring, as 
a testimony that they were now his genuine sons. • 

Nor is it a sufficient objection against this, that the gen-. 
tiles were never sons before, or, if ever they M f ere so, they 
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must be so before the Jews, and so theelder'soris : for .God 
is riot the God qf the Jews only,' but also of the gentiles, he 
being the common Father of the world, and we being all his 
offspring ;'yea, they are called the sons of God before the 
flood; Gen. vi. 2. and Were so afterward before the'nameof 
Jew was known. And the Jews here represent the elder son, 
because they being afterward abdicated for their idolatry, 
God gave to the Jews the primogeniture, and styled them 
his sons, and his first-born, (Exod. iv. 22, 23.) and accord- 
ingly bestowed *pon them 'the privileges of the first-born, 
choosing them above all nations of the w r orld. 

If it be again objected, that this elder son saith, ver. 29. 
these many years have I served thee, and never transgressed 
I at any time thy commandments, which could not be. true 
of the* Jews; I answer, neither could they say, God never 
gave them a Jcid, or treated them with the like kindness, the 
gospel being -first preached to them ;" this therefore only 
signifies their high conceit of themselves, that they *were. 
righteous. And so much for the chief import of the pa- 
rable. To touch a little on some other circumstances of it, 

First, From those words, he went into afar country, and 
spent all his substance, Theophylact notes, that he who 
estrange th himself from God,loseth all those seeds of virtue 
and goodness, which either nature or revelation hath im- 
planted in him. 

Secondly, From his being put to feed swine ; observe, to 
what vile and sordid employments they are put, who serve 
sin and Satan. 

Thirdly, From these words, he would have filled his belly 
with husks, but could not ; observe, that there can be no 
satisfaction to any man who wants the favour of God. 

Fourthly, From those words, when he came to himself ; 
observe, that he who lives a sinful life is beside, himself : 
for, being a rational creature, and having a judgment and 
conscience to direct his actions, he acts against his reason, 
his judgment, and his conscience. % * 

Fifthly, From those words, he arose, and tvent, ver. 20; 
Theophylact notes, that it is not sufficient to make good re- 
solutions, saying, I will go, (ver. 18.) but we must practise 
suitably. > f 

Sixthly, From those words, ver. 21. his father seeinghim, 
ran to him ; observe, that when God sees men truly willing 
to return unto him, he is still ready to receive them, and 
even prevent them with his grace. 

Seventhly, From those words, ver. 24. this my son was 
dead; observe, that wicked men are dead in the worst 
sense: for, as Philo saith, he that lives a sensual life, 
r{cvr]Ki tov zvdaifiova, is dead as to a happy life* 

Eighthly, From those words, Father, I have sinned, ver. 
21: spoken after the kindness of his father ; note, that after 
sin is pardoned, it becomes the sinner ingenuously to ac- 
knowledge and confess it. 

Ninthly, As for the phrase, I have sinned against heaven 
and against thee, it is a Jewish phrase, Shamaim, as Bux-, 
torfsays,* being frequently used to signify God. Accord- 
ingly they say, there is one who sins against earth (i. e. 
man), but not against heaven (i. e. God); and there is one 
that sins against heaven; but not against earth ; but he who 
sp'caketh with an evil' tongue, sins against heaven and 
c&rth. Though Theophylact here saith, he had sinned 



* Lex Talm, p. 2440. 



against heaven by preferring . earthly things 'before hea- 
venly. * . 

• [ 5 ]Ver. 12. Abg.fxoiTb E7rij3aAXovjul/)oc riig ovaiag, Giveme 
dhe portion of goods thatfalleth to me.] So Demosthenes*^ 
uses to i7T(j3aXXov rifxiv filpog, for the portion allowed to us: 
and Aristides,ro 67nj3aX\ov l<f vju5<; fitpoQ, for the portion 
that belongs to you/ - (Dc Goncord. ad Rhodios.) . . , 
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r.^/JLNDhesaid also to his [*] disciples, There was a' 
certain [ 2 ] rich man who had a steward ; and the same was 
accused to him, (it being said) that he had wasted his goods.* 
; 2. And he called him, and said to him, How is it (thou 
hast dealt with me) that I hear, this of thee ? give ( up) an* 
account of thy-stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer* 
(permitted to be) steward. • % ; , . fVm 

3. Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do 
(to live)? for my lord taketh away from me .the steward-* 
ship : I cannot dig (for a livelihood); to beg (for it) I am 
ashamed. ** 

4. I am resolved -what to do^that, whenl am out of the 
stewardship, they (whonvl befriend) may receiveme into 
their houses.^ 

5. So he called every one of his lord's debtors untohim, 
and said to the first, How much owest thou to my lord ? 

6. And he said, A hundred measures of oil (L e. about 
a thousand gallons). And he said to him; Take thy bill, and. 
sit-down quickly, and write fifty, 'a « \ * 

7. Then.said'he to another,* And how much owest thou? 
And he said/A hundred measures of wheat. And he said to 
him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore (and likeivisehe* 
said to the rest). % 

8. And the, lord [ 5 ] commended the unjust steward, be- 
cause he had done wisely (i. e. he represented him as one 
that acted according to the wisdom of this world; and icas 
sofarxvorthyto be imitated' by the children of light, as to 
make this their chief care, when; by death, they are removed 
from their, stewardship, that they may be received into ever- * 
lasting habitations): for the children of this world are in 
their generation wiser>than the children of light (morepro- 
vident and dexterous to provide for this life, than they are to 
provide for eternity). 

■ f). And I (likewise) say to you, [ 4 ] Make yourself friends 
of the mammon of unrighteousness fi. e. make such provi- 
sions for yourselves of those riches, which the men of this 
world get by falsehood and injustice) ; that, when ye fail, 
they may receive you (i. e. that, when yon die, ye may be* 
received) into everlasting habitations. < 

10. He that is faithful in that which is least (i. e. in the 
enjoyments of this world, so as to employ them in ivorks of 
charity, and to the ends for which he is intrusted with them) 
is faithful also in much (i. e. he will pe so in the great con- 
cernments of another life); and (likewise) he that is unjust 
in the least is unjust also in much.* 

11. If therefore ye have not been faithful (stewards) in 
(dispensing) the unrighteous mammon (or, the false and de- 
ceitful riches of this world, to the uses for which they tvere * 
given you), who will (it is not to* be expected God shoidd) 
commit to your trust the true riches? 
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12. And if ye havo not been faithful in that which is (to 
be) I s ] another man's, who shall give you that which is your 
own? (i.e. that inheritance, which shall ntver pass from 
you to others. 

13. And there is great reason to caution you against that 
affection to the world which obstructs your love to God; for) 
[ 6 ] no servant can serve two masters : for either he will 
hato the one and love the other, or else ho will hold to the 
one and despise the other. Yo cannot (then) serve God and 
mammon (also). 

14. And the pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all 
these things: and they derided him (looking on this as a 
ridiculous doctrine). 

15. And (but) he said to them, Ye are they which justify 
yourselves before men (i. e. seek to approve yourselves to, 
mid expect to be owned by, then as Righteous persons); but 
God knoweth (the falsehood of) your hearts: for that f/air 
outside) which is highly esteemed among men (Who see no 
farther) is (an) abomination in the sight of God, (who 
seeth the filth and hypocrisy of your hearts* 

1G. Nor is it to be wondered that you hear these higher 
precepts of charity from me ttndJohii; for) the [ 7 ]la*vand 
the prophets (Which engaged you 16 do your duty, chUfly by 
temporal promises) were until John: since that time tho 
kingdom of God (which promises treasures in heaven) is, 
preached, and every man (that enters into that kingdom) 
presseth into it ft. e. forces his way info it, by breaking 
through the love of temporal concerns). 

17. And (this I say not to depreciate the law, which as to 
its moral precepts shall obtain for ever} for) it is easier for 
heaven and earth to pass (away), than (for) one tittle of 
the law to fail. (See Matt. V. 18.) 

18. (And, to give you another instance of tltesublimer pre- 
cepts of the gospel, the law permits divorces, but under the 
gospel-dvsjiensation) whosoever putteth away his wife, and 
mattieth anothef, eominitteth adultery {against her): and 
whosoever tiaatrieth her that is put away from her husband 
cotfrttiitteth adultery, (as cohabiting with another man 3 swife. 

10. And, to shew them the mischief of riches not chari- 
tably employed, he told them, by way of parable,) [ B ] There 
was a Certain rich mail, which was clothed in purple and 
fine lito'eri, and fared sumptuously every day: 

20. And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus f t. e. 
due without help), which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 
* 21. And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell 
from the rich man's tabic (but was denied them): more- 
over the dogs (being more compassionate than the rich 
fiitin's servants) came and licked his sores. 

22. And it came to pass, that the p] beggar died, and was 
darried by the angels (who are ministering spirits to good 
men) into Abraham's bosom : the rich man also died, and 
was buried ; 

23. And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 

24. And he [ 10 ] cried and said, Father Abraham, have 
mercy oh me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip 
Of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tor- 
mented in this flame. 

25. But Abraham Skid, Son, remember that thou in thy 
lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus 
evil things; but now he is comforted, and thou art tor- 
mented. 



2G. And besides all this, [ n ] between us and you there is 
a great gulf fixed: so that they who would pass from hence 
to you cannot ; neither can they pass to us that would come 
from thence f i. e. good men have all their evils, and bad 
men all their good things in this life; and hereafter the hap- 
piness of the one, and the misery of the other, will be un- 
changeable). 

27. Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 
wouldest send him to my father's house : 

28. For I have five brethren ; f and am desirous) that he 
may testify to them (the happiness of the blessed and the 
misery of the wicked), lest "they also come into this place 
of torment. 

29. And Abraham saith to him, They have Moses and 
the prophets f *o testify to them these things) ; let them hear 
f and obey) them. 

30. And he said, Nay, father Abraham f they prevailed 
not with me, and therefore faay not do so with them): but if 
one went to them from the dead, (I suppose) they will 
repent. . . 

3L And he said (again) to him, If they [ 12 ] hear (u e. 
obey) not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded, though one arose frotn the dead (to preach repent- 
ance to them ; for he could tome with no greater authority, 
deliver no better motives to repentance, and he could give 
them i\o greater assurance dfthe truth of what he said than 
they did). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAR XVI. 

P] Ver. 1. "EAErE & teal 7rpoc rt>vg fiaOnrag axrrov, And he 
said also to his disciples.] i. e. Not only to the twelve, but 
to those who followed him, attending on his doctrine, as 
did the publicans and sinners, (xv. 1.) 

[*] 'AvOpwtt-oc rtg 5}v nXoioiog, 3c **X* V olxowfxov, &C. Tliere 
zvas a rich man who had a steward, and he was accused to 
him as wasting his goods.] Kimchi on Isaiah xl. saith, 
" The fruits of the earth are like a table spread in a house ; 
the owner of this house is God ; man in this world is, as it 
were, the steward of the house, into whose hands his Lord 
had delivered all his riches; if he behave himself well, he 
will find favour in the eyes of his Lord; if ill, ho will remove 
him from his stewardship." And so the scope of this pa- 
rable seems to be this, That w r e are to look upon ourselves, 
not as lords of the good things of this life, so as to get and 
use them at our pleasure, but only as stewards, who must 
be faithful in the administration of them. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 8. Kat hrrtvzaiv 6 Kvpiogrbv qIkovojxqv ttjc adttclag, 
Sri Qpovifivg lTroly\aiv, And the lord commended the unjust 
steward, that he had done wisely.'] i. e. Discreetly, according 
to the wisdom of the men of this world, whose concern is 
only for the good things of this life ; he commended him as 
we do such persons, when we say, Such a one is a shrewd 
inanfor the world; he understands well the way of dealing in 
it: he commends him not absolutely, as a fit example to be 
followed in this injustice, fraud, and wasting of his master's 
goods, but comparatively, as being worthy to be so far imi- 
tated by the children of light, as to make this their chief 
concern, that when by death they are removed from their 
stewardship, they may be received into everlasting habita- 
tions, or into a house not made toith hands, eternal in the 
heavens r (2 Cor. v. 1.) this being an instruction needful 
for them, because the children of this ivorld are wiser in 
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their care to make provisions for themselves, than are the 
children of light; L e. they who enjoy the light of the gospel, 
to make provisions dg ytvtav law£)v,for their age, to secure 
the true riches and the. celestial habitations prepared for 

them. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 9. Kgyw vfitv Xiyq, Tr6in<J<xrz tavroXg tpiXovg Ik tov 
fiafiwva rijg aSiidag, I say therefore unto you, Make to your- 
selves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness.] That the 
mammon of unrighteousness is the false mammon; according 
to the common import of the word adacia, for falsehood, [of 
which see Jer. xxvii. 15. 29. 31. and the note on 1 Cor. xiii. 
6.] may be gathered from the true riches opposed to it, ver. 
11. But then it remains to be required, whether it be 
called here the mammon 'aSiadag, or false mammon, because 
it deceives them who trust to, and seek for, satisfaction 
from it, and comparatively to the trueriches; or else as the 
unjust steward is styled oiKovojiog a&Ktag, unjust, because 
he betrayed his trust, and dealt falsely with his master; to 
which sense the preceding verse and the parable seem 
plainly to direct, and the use of the phrase mammon dishe- 
kar, in the Targumists, do constrain us to interpret it, as 
being usually put for gain gotten by unfaithfulness to our 
trust, or falseness in the discharge of our office, So of the 
sons of Eli it is said,, that they had respect to mammon 
dishekar, the mammon offalsehood, 1 Sam. viii. 3. and xii. 3. 
Samuel inquires, from whose hand have I received mammon 
dishekar ? and, 2 Sam. xiv. 14. a just judge will not receive 
mammon dishekar : so Prov.xv.27. he destroys his house 
who heaps up to himself the mammon offalsehood: see to 
the same sense, Isa. v. 23. xxxv. 15. Ezek. xxii. 27. Hos. v. 
11. Amos v. 12. But then, whereas it is hence inferred, 
that our Lord here speaks of making restitution of such 
goods, and spending some of the remainder iaacts of cha- 
rity; -which, when Zaccheus had resolved to perform, 
Christ saith, This day is salvation come to this house; (xix. 
9.) though this be a good sense, and fit to be preached to 
those publicans and sinners who came to attend upon his 
doctrine, yet it is not necessary; for Christ's intendment 
may be only this, to advise his followers to be so far from 
getting wealth by such unfaithfulness and falsehood as the 
men of the world do, as rather to expend what Providence 
hath intrusted them with, in acts of charity and mercy, that 
so they may lay up for themselves treasures in the heavens, 
or be received into heaven when they die : for I Kkdwt w bears 
this sense in Scripture. So Gen. xxv. 8. kXaVwv Im&avtv 
y A(ipaaia, Abraham gave up the ghost and died; Jer. xlii. 
17. cjcAa'i/'ovtri Iv t£ po/i^afy, they shall die by the sword; and 
ver. 2'2. Iv Xifioj lickdiptTe, ye shall die by the pestilence; 
Wisd. v. 13. ovriog koL r\fJLug ytvvfilvrtg l&Xfrrojuv, so we are 
born to die. (See Gen. xxxv. 29. xlix. 33. Job xiii. 19. 
PsaL ciii. 10. Isa. xxxviii. 12. Jer. ix. lO.xliv. 12. 18. 27. 
Lam. i. 20. Zeph. i. 2, 3. Psal. Ixxiii. 19. lxxxix. 7. 9. ci. 4.) 
AtSwvrcu vfiag, they may receive you, is impersonally put for 
you may be received: so Luke vi. 38. give, and Sdxroveiv, it 
shall be given into your bosoms ; xii. 20. rfjv ^v%n v ^ov anai- 
tovgiv, thy soul shall be required. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 12. Kat d Iv t<$ dWorpiy 7noroi ovk yivtaQ^ to ifxir 
teq6v rtg ifxiv SoW, And ifyou have not been faithful in that 
which is another's, who will give you that which is your own?] 
The eleventh versa seems to bear this sense : It' you have 
not been faithful in those temporal concerns, which minister 
temptations to unrighteousness, but have cither sought to 



obtain them by fraud and unfaithful dealings, when they 
have been committed to your trust, or by withholding more 
than is right, or that which the great Lord of them required 
you to expend upon his needy servants, how can you rea- 
sonably expect the true riches, which are only promised to 
the upright and charitable person? And again: Ifyou 
have been thus unfaithful in those things which you cannot 
properly call your own ; because they may, by various ac- 
cidents, be devolved on, and must at last be left to others, 
what reason have you to expect that which is your own, as 
being the inheritance of the children of light, and that 
.which they are to enjoy for ever? where the concerns of 
this world are styled aXXorpia, things which belong not to 
us; because wehave.no assurance of the enjoyment of 
them, and know that we must leave them to others; and 
this is said agreeably to the philosophy of the heathens: 
thus in Arian the dying man is said ™ dWorpta airo&Srfvac* 
to render up that which belongs to others, lib. i. cap. 1. 
and every one is bid, ra "But rripuv, rwv dXkoTplwv firj <Jvn- 
7rotzi<T$ai, to keep that which is in his power, and not desire 
external things, lib. ii. cap. 16. p. 215. and lib. iii. cap. 24. 
we are taught that the things we may be hindered of, or 
which may be taken from us, are Ta.dXXorpta; and so (saith 
he) are all those things which we must leave to others, or re- 
store them to God that gave them, lib. iv. cap. 5. so Hermes, 
lib. iii. Sim. l r rl tig rrjv dXXorplav iTOifiaZofxtv dypovg, o\ko- 
dofiag, Wliy do we, who know the city in which we are to 
dwell, prepare for ourselves fields, houses, &c. in another 
city? this being a sign that we expect not to return to onr 
own city, to the Jerusalem above; which is here styled by 
St. Luke our own, by Hermes y noXig %iwv, because pre- 
pared for and promised to us Christians; here we are only 
travellers, there is our city; (Phil. iii. 20.) here we are 
only dispensers, there heirs; here we enjoy things for & 
season, there for ever. 

[6] Ver. 13. OvSf \g oik-lrrje ^vvarat Svtri Kvpioig SovXzvzw, &C. 

No man can serve two masters, ye cannot serve God and 

mammon.] The coherence of these words seems to lie thus: 
I have just reason to caution you thus against that affec- 
tion to the world, which obstructs your charity, and tempts 
you. by fraud and falsehood to acquire it; because it will 
not permit you to love God truly, or to be faithful servants 
to him; and whereas you covetous pharisees deride me for 
this doctrine, (ver., 14.) as thinking yourselves highly fa- 
voured of God for other things, viz. your long prayers, 
your washings, your exactness in paying tithes, your nice- 
ness in observing your vain traditions, and your separa- 
tion from the men of the world, know, that however you 
may think well of yourselves upon these accounts and 
highly be esteemed of others, whilst ye continue covetous 
and full of rapine and uncleanness, (Matt, xxiii. 25.) hypo- 
crisy and i7i justice, (ver. 27.) ye arc abominable in the sight 
of God. . 

[ 7 ] Ver. 1G — 18. f O vofiog not ol Trpo(j>T)Tat zwg 'Iomvvov, 
&c. The law and the j>rophets were until John: since that 
time the kingdom of God is preached, and every one presseth 
into it.] Here the coherence seems to run thus: It is not 
to be wondered that you now hear, from John and me, 
higher precepts of charity, and contempt of the world, than 
you find in the law or prophets, who moved you to your 
duty by the promises of temporal blessings in the land of 
Canaan ; since now the kingdom of heaven is preached, and 
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overy one, that enters into it, forces bis way by breaking 
.through the love of temporal concerns and sensual plea- 
sures : for, to give you another instance of liko nature, 
whereas the law admitted of divorces at the pleasure of-tho 
husband, by, reason of the hardness of your hearts, the 
gospel forbids this now on, any other score than that of 
, fornication, which from the nature of the sin dissolves the 
•marriage ; yet, that you may not cavil at me as a dissolver 
of the law, I declare that all the moral precepts of it shall 
obtain, and be of perpetual obligation, under the gospel- 
, dispensation. 

[ 8 ] Vcr. 19. *AvQ$vTTOQ nXoimoc 3jv, Tliere ivas a rich 
man, &c] That this is only a parable, and not a real his- 
tory of what was actually done, is evident, (1.) because t we 
find this very parable in the Gcmara Babylonicum, whence, 
it is cited by Mr. Sheringhara; in the preface to his Joma. 
(2.) From the circumstances of it, viz. the rich. man's lift- 
ing up his eyes in hell, and seeing Lazarus in Abraham's 
bosom, his discourse with Abraham, his complaint of being 
tormented with flames, and his desire that Lazarus might 
be sent to. cool his tongue; and if all this be confessedly 
parable, why should the rest, which is thevery parable in 
the Gemara, be accounted history? as for the judgment of 
antiquity in this case, they who owned this as a history, 
owned the whole so to be, thinking the soul to be corpo- 
real, as Tertullian did, and that there was Sia^opd kara rag 
tiop(j>ug, some discretion, or resemblance of men as to Jheir 
shapes after death, which was the sentiment of Irenaeus,* 
proving .from this .very instance, that souls, when .they 
have put off the body, do yet " eharaeterem corporum cus- 
,todire," preserve the shape or character of the body. to 
which they were united, as Tertullianf before from the 
, same instance had inferred, " effigiem animse, ct corporalcs 
lineas," the shape and corporeal lineaments; and also " cor- 
poralitatem animae."* Much as ThespcsiusJ returning to 
life represents to. twv ^vxwv x9 i ' ) f xaTa > ^ ie colours of souls, 
aud saith that there be ovAcu kcl\ fitiXunrts Inl rwv naOiov zk&ct- 
.tov, ulcers and scai-s of their passions left upon them by which 
they are discerned; whereas they, who renounced, these 
.opinions, as false and ridiculous, declared that this was 
not a history, but only a representation^ That after the 
separation of the soul from the body, she could receive no 
advantage from any mau, and that it was foolish to think 
it a history; and this they also gather,, because there was 
to be no future retribution before the general resurrection. 
And whereas against this it is objected, that the proper 
name Lazarus shews it to be a history; it is answered, that 
the name Lazer being only the contraction of Eliezer, is 
the same with Ani Achad, a poor man in the Gemara, as 
being in sense afiorfioq, one that hath no help, or one who 
bath God only for his help. Note, 

Secondly, That though this parable contains something 
suitable to the opinion of the Jews touching the .state of 
.souls after death, yet doth it not respect their state imme- 
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diatcly after death, but tho punishments that wicked men 
are to suffer after the resurrection; of the dead, or kv lax&rq 
ypipq, at the last day, saith Theophylaet. For, as Cicero 
says of the fables, by which the poets represent the punish- 
ments of evil souls, that i( corpora cremata cum scirent, 
tamen ea fieri apud inferos fingeb&nt, tv quoe sine corporibus 
nee fieri possint, ncc intelligi," though they know their bodies 
have been burnt, yet they do represent them suffering such 
things in the infernal regions which neither can be done or 
suffered, or even understood to be. so without bodies: so it 
is plainly hero in the forementioned instances produc?d to 
prove this a parable. 

[*>]' Ver. 22. 'Eyivtro 8c arroOavttv tov irruyhy, &c. And it 
came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels into . Abraham's bosom.] Here are two things said 
agreeably to the tradition of4he Jews touching good men, 
which was, (1.) that. their souls were, in the garden of 
Eden, in Paradise, or in Abraham's bosom; thus of R. Ju- 
dah, when he died, they say, this day he sits in Abraham's 
bosom (see Lightfoot cm the place); and Josephus* saith 
of good men, that they are gathered ac waripwr x°V av > *° 
the region of the patriarchs, and that Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, do 7ra/>aS^x^0ai, receive their souls. (2.) That, they 
are carried thither by good angels; so theTargum on Cant. 
iv.12. saith, No man hath power to enter into the garden of 
Eden, but the just, whose souls are carried thither, by the 
hand of angels. (SeeCartw. on Luke ii. 29. p. 2994.),. They 
add, that, when evil men die, the evil angels come and say, 
There isno peace to the wicked: so Dr. Lightfoot here; and 
. in-like manner Socrates + in Phaed. saith, Xlytrai, it is re- 
ported that as sooii as any man dies, every one's demon,whom 
he chose to himself whilst he lived, brings him to a certain 
place where all are to be judged, and then he goes to hades, 
fierd rjyejjiovoc licdvov tf irpOTiraKrai roitg IvOlvde Ikugz noptv- 
urSai, with the governor to whom it was appointed to bring 
them that depart hence to those places. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 24. Kal avrbg <f>u)v{](xag znrt, narep \Aj3paaju IXln- 
aov ixt, And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me.] As the Baptist taxeth their vain imaginations in 
hoping to be preserved from Divine judgments whilst they 
lived, because they were the children of Abraham; so our 
Lord here may perhaps strike at a liko imagination got 
among them, that hell fire had no power over the sinners of 
Israel, because Abraham and Isaac came down thither to 
fetch them hence; (see the note on Rom. ii. 13.) declaring, 
even from the mouth of Abraham, that no help was by them 
to be expected from him, when they were in that place. 
; [ u ] Ver. 26. Mera£u tj/iwv Kal vfiwv x^t^ ^h a itrrfipiicrai, 
Betwixt us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that none 
can. pass to us from thence.] The words seem plainly to re- 
fute the opinion of Origen, that there would come a time 
when the punishments of the wicked w T ould have an end, 
and they should at last live with God and his saints. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 31. EI Muxrewe teal tu>v irpofnTwv ovtc aKovoyatv, 
Sec. If they hear not Moses nor the prophets, they would not 
be persuaded though one rose from the dead.] If they hear 
not, i. e. obey not, Moses and the prophets, whom they own 
to be persons sent from God, and delivering his- message, 
one rising from the dead would not persuade them to break 
off their iniquities; for he could come with no greater au- 



* DcMaccab.p. 1097.1102. 



t P. 80. B. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XVII.] 



ON THE GOSPEL OF ST, LUKE. 



361 



thority than they did, he could deliver no other message to 
the sinner than they had done, that if they turned not from 
tfieir evil ivays they should die, and be obnoxious to eter- 
nal shame andmisery; (Dan. xii. 2.) he could give them no 
more assurance of the truth of what he said, than did the 
word of that God who cannot lie; no reason therefore could 
be conceived why they should hearken to one risen from 
the dead, and calling them to repentance, rather than to 
those prophets whom they acknowledged to be sent from 
God. And of this we have a clear instance in the resur- 
rection of our Lord from the dead ; for of this they had the 
testimony of our Lord's predictions, of their own prophets, 
of the guards that kept the sepulchre, of their own senses, 
of the apostles, and five hundred witnesses, and all this 
confirmed by the miraculous effusions of the Holy Ghost 
on those that believed on him, and a continual throng of 
miracles wrought in his name ; and yet all this was insuf- 
ficient to reclaim that wicked generation from their infi- 
delity, and to provoke them to repentance. The practical 
observations made from this parable are, 

First, That this rich man is not accused of getting riches 
by injustice, but only of faring deliciously and luxuriously, 
with the neglect of others oppressed with misery and want 
before his eyes. How then will many Christians escape 
the same place of torments who indulge in the same luxury 
and carnal pleasures, and arc as little touched with an 
affectionate sense of the wants and miseries of others? 

Secondly, That they who have their good things in this 
life, i. e. that which they chiefly valued, pursued, and de- 
lighted in whilst they lived here, are to expect no comfort, 
nothing but evil, after death. 



CHAP. XVII. 

1. X HEN said he to his disciples, It is impossible 
(through the unrestrained wickedness of tnen) but that of- 
fences will come (i. e. things tvill be said and done which 
willhinder some from embracing, and cause others tofalloff 
from, the faith): but woe to him through whom they come ! 

2. It were better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should 
(thus) offend one of these little ones (that believe in me). 

3. Take heed (therefore) to yourselves ( that ye be not 
guilty of any degree of this offence; and therefore) if thy 
brother trespass against thee, rebuke him ; and if ( upon 
his reproof) he repent, forgive him. 

4. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, 
and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I re- 
pent (of what I have done against thee); thou shalt (as oft) 
forgive him. 

5. And the apostles said to the Lord, f 1 ] Increase our 
faith (that so we may be enabled to perform those duties 
contrary to flesh and blood, or that ive may more success- 
fully minister to the welfare of souls without offence). 

G. And the Lord said, If yc had faith as a grain of mus- 
tard-seed, ye might say to this sycamine-tree, Be thou 
plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and 
it should obey you (L e. the least sincere and active faith, 
would enable you to do the most difficult things in order to 
the promotion of the Christian faith). 

7. But (tlien) which of you, having a servant ploughing 
vol. v^ 



or feeding cattle, will say to him by and by, when he is 
come from the field, Go and sit down to meat ? 

8. And will not rather say to him, Make ready where- 
with I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have 
eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink? 

9. Doth he thank that servant, because he did the things 
that were commanded him? I trow not. 

10. So likewise you, when ye shall have done [ 2 ] all thoso 
things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable 
servants: we have (only) done that which was our duty to 
do: (i.e. ivhereas the performance of the greatest things, 
which I your Master do require, may seem to you a very 
eminent piece of service, know, that in obeying all my pre- 
cepts, you only do the office of good and faithful servants, 
obeying the commands of your great Master as ye ought to 
do, and so mttst look on the reward promised, not of debt 
but of grace). ? . 

11. And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that 
he passed through the [ 3 ] midst (or confines) of Samaria 
and Galilee. 

12. And as he entered into a 'certain village, there met 
him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: 

13. And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us (and heal us). 

14. And when he saw them, he said to them, f 4 ] Go shew 
yourselves to the priests, (as when a cure is wrought the 
lepers are to do by the law, Lev.xiv.2.) And it came to 
pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 

15. And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, and with a loud voice glorified (or praised) 
God, 

16. And fell down on his face at his (i. e. Chrisfs) feet, 
giving him thanks : and he (who did this) was a Samaritan. 

17. And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten 
cleansed? (doubtless there were:) but where aro the (re- 
maining) nine (of them)? 

18. There are not found (any of them) that returned to 
give glory to God, save this stranger. 

19. And he said to him, Arise, go thy way : thy faith hath 
made thee whole. 

20. And when he was demanded of the pharisees, when 
the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and 
said, The kingdom of God cometh not with I s ] observation 
(i. e. with outward pomp and splendour, visible in earthly 
kingdoms). 

21. Neither shall they (have need to) say (of it), Lo 
here! or, lo there (it is)! for, behold, the kingdom of God 
is [ 6 ] within (already among) you. 

22. And he said to his disciples (or followers), The day 
will come, when ye (of this nation) shall desire to see 
[ 7 ] one of the days of the Son of man, (the Messiah coming 
to deliver Israel, iv. 21.) and yc shall not sec (one of 
them) it. 

23. And (when) they shall say to you, See here ! or, see 
there (for him)! go not after them, nor follow them. 

24. [ 8 ] For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one 
part under heaven, shinethto the other part under heaven; 
so (visible) shall also the (coming of the) Son of man bo 
in his day. 

25. But first he must suffer many things, and be rejected 
of this generation; 

2G. And as it was in the days of Noc (a preacfier of 

8A 
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righteousness to the old world), so shall it be also in tho 
days of (the coming of) the Son of man. 

27. They ff/ien; did eat, they drank, they married wives, 
they were given in marriage (not expecting the threatened 
judgments), until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 
and the flood came, and destroyed them all. 

28. Likewise also, as it was in the days of Lot; they did 
eat,*they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they 
builded. - 

2.9. But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it 
rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. 

30. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of 
man is revealed (a sudden and unexpected destruction shall 
then fall upon the men of this nation). 

31. In that day, he that shall be upon the housetop, and 
his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it 
away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not re- 
turn back (i. e. let Mm endeavour to escape without delay, 
or staying to carry his goods with him). 

32. \f] Remember (therefore) Lot's wife (what her de- 
lay and looking back brought upon her). 

33. Whosoever shall seek to save his life (by apostacy 
from the faith) shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his 
life (for my sake) shall preserve it. 

34. I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one 
bed, (so remarkable shall be the providence of God in pre- 
serving his faithful servants, that) the one (of them) shall 
be taken (away by death), and the other shall be left (safe). 

35. Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall 
be taken, and the other left. 

36. Two men shall be in the field ; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. 

37. And they answered and said to him, Where, Lord 
(shall this be)? And he said to them, [ l0 ] Wheresoever the 
body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together ft. e; 
wheresoever the Jews are, there will the Roman army, whose 
ensign is the eagle, come to destroy them). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVIL 

I 1 ] Vet. 5. nPO'SGESfyuvTrforiv, Increase our faith.] In 
the beginning of this chapter, our Lord requires his apo- 
stles to bo careful, that they do not offend one of his little 
ones ; secondly, to be so charitable to their offending bro- 
ther, as to rebuke him for his sins ; and, thirdly, to pardon 
their offending brother, though he should daily multiply 
his provocations, provided that ho only say unto them, I 
repent, (ver. 4.) Now these three duties of an inoffensive 
conversation, fraternal correction, and full forgiveness of 
a brother daily multiplying fresh indignities and provoca- 
tions, being so difficult, and contrary'to their natural incli- 
nations, and faith being the foundation of all Christian vir- 
tues, the apostles in order to the performance of these du- 
ties beg the increase of faith. Moreover, seeing faith is 
wrought in the heart, which God alono can search, and can 
immediately work upon, by thus repairing to Christ to in- 
crease their faith, they /must -ascribe to hira, as Woltzo- 
genius here confesseth, aDivine virtue, which beingproper 
to the Deity> and incommunicable to a finite nature, must 
consequently shew that Christ had in him a Divine nature. 
[ 2 ] Ver. 10. Ovt(a) Ka\ vfiiic, orav 7rou'/o7jr£ irdvra tu diarax- 



Oivra ifuv, \tytTE, Sn SouAoi axpzioi lo/uv, &c. So likewise 
you, when you have done all things that are commanded you, 
say, that we are unprofitable servants, for ' we have done that 
(only) which it was our duty to do.] Here Christ destroys 
two doctrines of the schools, the merit of good works, and 
works of supererogation. For (1.) we being in respect of 
God unprofitable servants, (for can a man be profitable to 
God, as he that is wise may, be profitable to himself? is it 
any advantage to him that we are righteous, oris it gain to 
him that we make our ways perfect? Job xxii. 2,3. Jfthmi 
be righteous, what givest thou him, or what receiveth he at 
thy hands? xxxv. 7. seeing thy goodness reachethnot him, 
Psal. xvi. 2.) sure we cannot merit from him by doing 
that, which is unprofitable to him: (2.) because we only 
can do that, which it is our duty to perform; for (l.)we are 
all God's servants : now it being the duty of a servant to 
do all hismaster's pleasure, and what he hath declared to 
be grateful to him, and this being only "ministerium servi," 
the proper business of a servant, w T hich he lies under a ne- 
cessity of doing, that he may please the lord, even reason 
shews he cannot put it to account to his superior, or be 
supposed to merit by it, as Seneca* grants; and that it may 
not be said that this is the condition only of slaves, and 
not of servants in the general, which we all are to God and 
Christ, (1 Cor. vii. 22. Rom. xiv. 4. Coloss. iii. 24. Eph. 
vi. 9.) it is to be observed from these words, ovtco koI 
vfiiic, so also ye, that Christ speaks this to his disciples, 
who are not to be reckoned as his slaves, but servants, 
whose duty it was to have their loins girt, and their lamps 
burning, upon that account; (Luke xii. 35, 36.) who there- 
fore doing all that he required, were still unprofitable ser- 
vants, in the sense forementioued, and did only what they 
ought. Christ therefore here seems to speak to them thus, 
It is the duty of servants after they have done their work 
in the field, to minister to their lord as he shall require, 
and when they have done what he requires, they for that 
service, merit not so much as thanks, because they only 
do their duty: if then I treat you more liberally, rather as 
friends than servants ; if I condescend to minister to you, 
(Luke xii. 37.) and place you over allthat I have, (ver. 44.) 
you are not to imagine that I am indebted to you, or owe 
you such favours, but rather are to acknowledge, when 
you have done all, that yo,u are still unprofitable servants, 
and only have performed your duty. (See here Examen 
Millii, in locum.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. 11. Ata piaov Sajuapcfac koi TaXtXaiac, As he went 
to Jerusalem, he passed through the midst of Samaria and 
Galilee.'] It is well known that Samaria lay betwixt Galilee 
and Judea, and so our Lord, taking his journey to Jerusa- 
lem, must go first through Galilee, then through Samaria ; 
why therefore is it here said, that he passed through Sama- 
ria and Galilee? To this it may be answered, that "pJ"Q in 
medio, is often the same as fitraZv, between, and so is Sta, as 
Bta v//crwv, inter insulas: so here the Arabic and Syriac; 
between Samaria and Galilee; i. e. between the confines of 
both countries; Christ, in this journey, going totheScytho- 
politan bridge, saith Ughtfoot, by which he passed into 
Peraca, and so on by Samaria into Judea. 



* " Ministerium esse servi, qnem conditio sun eo loco posuit, ut nihil eorum, quae 

prccslal, impute! superior!, Si servo, qoo minus in nomen meriti perveniat, ne- 

cessitas obesl»" Sco. de Ueo, lib, iii, cap. 18. ** 
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[ 4 j Ver. 14. IlopcvSfmc Zirt&lZaTE zclvtovc roig hptvai, Go 
shew yourselves to the priest.] By sending them thus to the 
priests, who were to make their offerings in the temple, 
Christ decides the cause betwixt the Jews and the Sama- 
ritans, sending the Samaritan, not to Mount Gerizim, but 
to Jerusalem. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 20. Ovk toyzrat 17 fiamXda rov Geov fitra irapa- 
T t n$h<nm> The kingdom of God cometh not with observation.] 
i. e. Not with that royal splendour, or worldly pomp and 
grandeur, which render it conspicuous in the eyes of the 
world, as you Acpect it should ; so that a man may be 
able to say from the lustre of its first appearance, Lo, it is 
here ! or, it is there ! 

[ 6 ] Ver. 21. 'iSov yap, v fiaaiXda rov 0cou Ivtoc vfiuv lariv, 
Behold, the kingdom of God is ivithin you.] i. e. Amongst 
you : for it is certain that our Lord speaks not of the 
power it had gained over the hearts of the Jews, and much 
less of the pharisees, to whom he speaks ; but that the 
kingdom of the Messiah began now to appear, and the gos- 
pel of the kingdom was now preached among them ; so that 
Christ says thus, This kingdom, which you inquire after, 
as if it had not yet appeared, because you see not that out- 
ward splendour you expect when the Messiah comes, is 
even now among you, and is come unto you ; so ivrbg ifiQv 
and lv vfiiv, are used frequently in the Old Testament. So 
Gen. xxiii. 9. Give me it for a place of burial lv ifuv, among 
you: see ver. 6. xxxiv. 10. lv yfuv jcarotKcm, ye shall dwell 
among us; Exod. xvii. 7. is the Lordlv vfjuv'/among us, or 
not? so Josh. iii. 5. ix. 22. Micah iii. 11. Hence also it 
is evident, that the kingdom here cannot signify Christ's 
coming to destroy Jerusalem : for, of that certainly the Jews 
did not think that it should suddenly appear; of that our 
Lord could not say, it was now among you, or that it came 
not with observation, it being attended with so many glo- 
rious signs of their approaching ruin, and the presence of 
the Roman army. 

P] Ver. 22. 'EAcuo-ovtcu vpipat, or* iTnOvjxhairt, &C And 
tlve days shall come, when you shall desire to see one of the 
days of the Son of man, and shall not see it.] One of the 
days of five Son of man seems here to signify the time of 
their visitation by him, (chap, xix.) when he came to offer 
them all the blessings of the, kingdom of God, upon their 
faith and repentance ; this offer, saith Christ, in your ex- 
tremity you will be glad to hear, but shall not hear it. 

[**] Ver. 24. "Qowtpyap fj aarQairy), &c For as the lightning 
(or splendour) shineth from one part of the heaven to the 
other part under the heaven; so shall also the (comm% of 
the) Son of man be in his days.] Christ had told them, that 
the kingdom of God was already come among them, and 
had appeared in the purity of his doctrine, and the mira- 
cles by which it was confirmed, though not with such an 
outward splendour, as might enable them to point it, and 
say, Lo, it is here, or there, ver. 20, 21. He tells them in 
the twenty-fifth verse, that this Son of man should suffer, 
and be rejected by them, and so the glory of it would be- 
for awhile eclipsed : and here, that after his resurrection 
it would shine with such a fresh and glorious brightness, 
by the effusion of the Holy Ghost on his disciples, as would 
render it equal to the splendour of the sun shining from one 
part of heaven to the other, and cause it to be propagated 
almost as quick as lightning through the world, so that 
there shall be no need to attend any man, saying, It is 



here, or there, seeing it would be quickly and' conspicu- 
ously setup among all nations, (Matt. xxiv;15.) and that 
then this Son of man, so fastidiously rejected by them, 
would also appear suddenly and gloriously, to revenge 
upon them their infidelity, and the affronts which they had 
offered to him. 

[9] Ver. 32. Mmjjuovfforf rr\g yvvattcbg Awr, Remember 
Lofs wife.] What befel her for looking back to Sodom, 
lest you likewise perish in this slaughter of the unbelieving 
Jews, by looking back to what you have in your houses, 
or in the fields, (ver. 31.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 37. "Ottov to a&fia, &c. Where the carctiss is, 
there will the eagles be gathered together.] That is, wher- 
ever the Jews are, there will the sword of the Romans, 
whose ensign is the eagle, be ready to devour them, and 
their army will assemble to destroy them. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

LAND he spake a parable to them to this end, that 
men ought [*] always to pray, and not to faint, (or cease 
from the performance of that duty, because they are not pre- 
sently heard; see 2 Cor. iv. 1.) 

2. Saying, There was in a city a judge that feared not 
God, neither regarded man (to dojustice } or to shew mercy 
to him): 

3. And there was a widow in that city ; and she came to 
him, saying, Avenge me of (or, do me justice against) my 
adversary. 

4. And he would not for awhile: but afterward he 
said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard 
man (so as to be moved by either of those motives to do 
this); 

5. Yet because this widow troubleth me (with her im- 
portunity), I will avenge her (or do her right), lest by her 
continual coming she weary me. 

6. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith 
(on account of the widow's importunity). • - 

7. And shall not God [*] avenge his own' elect (i.e. 
Christian sufferers), which Cry day arid night to him, though 
he bear long with them (who afflict them, and so for a sea- 
son seemeth not to hear them)? 

8. I tell you, that he will avenge them speedily (after a 
little time, Heb. x. 37. Rev. i. 1.) [ 3 ] Nevertheless/ when 
the Son of man cometh (to do this), shall he find faith 
on the earth (that he will come to execute his vehgeance 
on the Jews) ? 

9. And he spake this parable to certain who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous (as the pharisees ge- 
nerally did), and despised others (as they did the publi- 
cans, counting them sinners unfit to be conversed with). 

10. Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a 
pharisee, and the other a publican : . / 

11. The [ 4 ] pharisee stood and prayed thus with (by) 
himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men 
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this pub- 
lican (perlmps guilty of all these crimes. 

12. I am so far from these things, and so exact in my duty, 
that I do more than is commanded; for) [ 5 ] I fast twice in 
the week, (and) I give tithes of all I possess (even of mint 
and cummin, Matt, xxiii. 23.) 

13. And (but) the publican, [ 6 ] standing afar off, would 

3A2 
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not lift up so much as his eyes to heaven (as judging him- 
self unworthy so to do), but smote upon his breast, saying, 
God be merciful to me a sinner. 

14. I tell you, (that) this man went down to his house 
justified (i. e. approved of God, and pardoned), [ 7 ] rather 
than the other : for every one that cxalteth him shall be 
abased ; and he that humblcth himself shall be exalted. 

15. And they (who believed he was a true prophet) 
brought to him also infants, "that he would touch (or lay 
his hands upon) them (and pray, Matt. xix. 13.) but when 
his disciples saw it, they rebuked them (that brought 
them). * ■' > ir ' I ' m 

16. But Jesus (being much displeased at this action of his 
disciples, Mark x. 14.) called them to him, and said, Suffer 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for 
of such is the kingdom of God. , . 

17. Verily I say to you, Whosoever shall not receive 
the kingdom of God (with affections as free from covetous 
and vain-glorious desires) as (those of) a little child, shall 
in no wise enter therein (his love of honour, John v. 44. 
and of the world, ver. 24.* being great obstructions to it). 

18. And a certain ruler (who had a good opinion of 
him, and some religious concern for future happiness) asked 
him/saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eter- 
nal life ? 

19. And Jesus said to him, Why callest thou me good ? 
(Seeing) none is good, save one, that is God (dost thou 
own me as one commissionated by God to teach the way of 
life? Iwill then do it from his word). 

20. Thou knovvest the commandments ; viz. Do not com- 
mit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Honour thy father and thy mother : (do this, and 
thou shalt live.) 

21. And he said, All these have I kept from my youth 
up. , . 

22. Now when Jesus heard these things, he said to him, 
Tetlackcst thou one thing (viz. a heart so free from the 
love of riches, as to be ready to part with them at my com- 
mand for heavenly blessings; I therefore say to thee),«scM 
all that thou hast, and distribute (it) to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven : and (then) come, (and) fol- 
low me. 

23. And when he heard this, he (went away, and) was 
very sorrowful: for'he was very rich (andunwilling to part 
from his estate). 

24. And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he 
said, How hardly shall they that have riches (and trust in 
them, Mark x. 24.) enter into the kingdom of God ! 

- 25. For \( is easier for a camel (or, a cable) to go through 
a needle's eye, than for a rich man (thus affected to his 
riches, that he cannot part with them for treasures in heaven) 
to enter into the kingdom of God. 

26. And they that heard (this, saying) Said, Who then 
can be saved ? 

27. And he said, The things which are impossible with 
men are possible with God (he can take off men's hearts 
from this love of the world, though the persuasions of men 
cannot do it). 

28- Then Peter said, Lo, we (thy apostles) have leftall, 
and followed thee; (what shall we have therefore ? Matt. 
xix. 27.) 

29. And he said unto them, Verily I say to .you, There is 



no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or 
wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, 

30. Who shall not receive manifold more in this present 
time (from the joys of a good conscience and the Holy 
Ghost, the sense of .God's favour, and the hopes of treasures 
in heaven, and the affection of good Christians to him), and 
in the world to come life everlasting. 

31. Then he took to him the twelve, and said to them, 
Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and (then) all things that 
are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man 
shall be accomplished. : 

' 32. For he shall be delivered to the gentiles, and shall 
be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spit on: 

33. And they shall scourge him, and put him to death : 
and the third day he shall rise again. 

34. And they understood none of these things; (i. e. 
they knew not how to reconcile them with their apprelien- 
sions of his temporal kingdom, and their traditions, that the 
Messiah should not die, John xii. 34.) and (so) this saying 
was hid from them, neither knew they the things which 
were spoken. . 

35. And it came to pass, tl&t, as he was come nigh (Gr. 
was nigh) to Jericho,. a certain blind man (named Barti- 
meus, Mark x. 46.) sat by the way-side begging, (and 
another with him, Matt. xx. 30.) 

36. And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it 
meant (i. e. what was the reason of that concourse). 

37. And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth pass- 
ethby. . . 

38. And (upon this) he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of 
David, (whose office it is to give sight to the blind, Isa. 
xxxv. 5.) have mercy on me. 

39. And they that went before rebuked him (saying), 
that he should hold his peace: but he cried so much 
the more, Thou son of David, have mercy on me. 

40. And Jesus stood (still), and commanded him to be 
brought to him : and when he was come near, he asked 
him, 

41. Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do to thee? And 
he said, Lord, (I desire) that I may receive my sight. 

■, 42. And Jesus said to him, (Thou shalt) receive thy 
sight: thy 'faith hath saved thee, (7. e. hath made thee whole, 
Mark x. 52.) 

43. And immediately he received his sight, and followed 
him, glorifying God (for his mercy to him): and all the 
people, when they saw it, gave praise (also) to God. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVIII. 

[*] Ver. 1. IIPO^S to Sav ttuvtotb irpovevxevSat, kcu //?) Ik* 
KdKuv^That men ought always to pray, and not to faint, ] 
Of the notion of praying always, see note on Thess. v. 15. 
Here it signifies, not to pray oft every day, but to pray per- 
severingly day after day, without giving off our suit; and 
then fii) Ikkqkuv will be, not to faint under the pressures and 
persecutions they suffered, either from the persecuting 
Jews, or others by their instigation; from which they arc 
here supposed to pray for deliverance, (ver. 7.) or not to 
despond under them : for mK&cttv is not so properly to be 
slothful, as malis succumbcre, annuo concidere, malis cedcre,' 
to faint and despond, say the lexicons ; and this especially 
when it relates, as here, to tribulations: so, Eph. iii. 13. 
fxn IkkqkcXv Iv SXtyem is well rendered, not to faint under 
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tribulation; and, 2 Cor. iv. 16. ovk iKKaxovfitv, tve faint not 
under those afflictions, which make the outward man pe- 
rish, but continue steadfast in the faith : ver. 1. we faint- 
not; though we are troubled on every side, and perplexed, 
we despair not of help from God, ver. 8. so Gal. vi. 9. jur); 
tKKaKtiv, not to grow weary of well-doing, is jutj IkXvuv, not 
to faint; which two things are put together in St. Paul's 
injunction to the Christian sufferer, not to grow weary or 
faint in his mind, Heb. xii. 3. and so 2 Thess. iii. 13. firj 
zKKaKtiv, not to be weary of well-doing, being an exhorta- 
tion to them, wlio received the word ivith much affliction,. 
1 Thess. i. 6. and were in danger by it to fall from their 
steadfastness, iii. 2, 3. 5. may reasonably be supposed to. 
have the same import. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 7. f ?c 0coc ov fxrj irotfau rrjv kSforjcnv rwv kXtfcrwv 
avrov, Kol juaKpoS-vjuolv iir avrotc; And shall not God avenge 
his elect, that cry unto him day and night, though he bear 
long with them ?] Here note, J ) ~ 

First, That the elect in general signify all Christians 
chosen out of the world through faith in Christ, to be the 
chureh and people of God : (see note on 2 Pet. ii. 9.) when 
it relates particularly to the Jews, it signifies those of them,* 
who believed in Christ, and upon that aceount are styled 
the election of grace, and absolutely the election, Rom.xi. 
5. 7. under which character St. Peter writes unto them, 
1 Pet. i. 1. (see note on Matt. xxiv. 22.) and this seems to be 
the import of the word here : for juak-poSvjuwv some eopies 
read fiaKpo^vfxu, and so interpreters read the whole by way 
of interrogation, And will he be slack towards them?- i. e. 
towards his elect; and this well agrees with the following 
words, I tell you, he will avenge them speedily ; and with 
the words Ik ahroXg, which have no other substantive to re- 
fer to but the elect ; and with the like passage, Eeelus. xxxv. 
17 — 19. The prayer of the humble (or afllieted) pierceth 
the clouds; and till it come nigh he will not be comforted, 
and will not depart till the Host High shall behold to judge 
righteously, and execute judgment. For the Lord will not 
be slack, ov§l firj fiatcpoSviifou in avrotc, neither will the Al- 
mighty be patient towards them, till he hath smitten asunder 
tlie loins of the unmerciful, and repaid IkZIkwiv, vengeance 
to the heathen; till he hath judged the cause of his people, 
and made them rejoice in his mercy. 

Yet, because the eommon reading is fxaKpoOvjxolv, and be- 
cause sinners, and especially the unbelieving Jews, are 
reckoned as the objects of God's long-suffering, and not 
the elect, as when St. Paulsaithto them, Despisest thou the 
riches of his goodness, patience and long-saffering? (Rom. 
ii. 4.) and as persons God endureth with much long-suffer- 
ing; (ix.22.) and St. Peter saith, Godwas long-suffering to- 
wards them, not being vnlling they should perish, but should 
all come to repentance; (2 Pet. iii. 9.) others make the sense 
run thus, Shall he, who is thus long-suffering towards the 
worst of men, and the persecutors of his people^ be slack to 
avenge the cause of his people whom he loves, and to whose 
prayers his ears are always open? . , 

[ 3 ] Ver. 8. TIXtjv 6 vlbgrov avSptimov iXOwv apa tvpfou rijv 
tt'httiv Itt\ rSic y?j c , Nevertheless, when the Son of man comes, 
shall he find faith upon earth ?] i. e. When the Son of man 
comes to exercise this vengeance on the Jewish nation, 
how few shall he find in the Jewish nation that will believe 
it? As for the unbelieving Jews, though Christ and his 
forerunner had told them so frequently and plainly of their 



approaching ruin ; and though they had so many signs of it, 
recorded in Josephiis, he tells us they were still expecting 
deliverance from God: and they, among them, who be- 
lieved and professed the Christian faith, being pressed 
with continual sufferings, began to grow weary and faint 
in their minds, and to ask, Where is the promise of his com- 
ing ? Yea, some of them began to forsake the assemblies 
of the saints,- (Heb. x. 25.) and many of them beeame 
apostates, and fell back to their old Judaism; so that all 
the epistles directed to them are manifestly designed to f 
keep them steadfast in the faith. (See the preface to those 
Epistles/ and note on 2 Thess. ii. 3.) 

< [ 4 ] Ver. 11. ( <j>api<jcuog araStig irpogiavTov, Iliepharisee 
standing by him.] As fearing to be polluted by the touch* 
of the impure publican, (Luke vii. 3.9.) on which aceount 
they had their frequent washings when they came from the 
markets. (Mark vii. 4.) He standing thus prays, God,P 
thank thee, (thanksgiving being reckoned as one part of 
prayer, 1 Cor. xiv. 15, 16. 1 Tim. ii. 1.) that I am not as' 
other men are, nor as this publican. Here he offends, (1.) 
that he concludes himself good ; because he is not so bad* 
as other men: whereas he should have done this only from* 
the evidence of his own sincerity in heart and aetions; it 
being only from this approving our own works, that we * 
ean have rejoicing in ourselves, and not in another, Gal. 
vi. 4. (2.) In judging so ill of others, many of whom he " 
eould have no certain knowledge of, and particularly in his 
judgment on this publican; from whose submissive gesture 
and penitential aetions he mighthave eharitably concluded, 
that he came to the temple with a true penitent heart. 

[?] Ver. 12. Nj7<ttcug> Stg rov <raj3j3arov, I fast twice in 
the week.] Tho publie and private fasts of the Jews were 
upon the seeond and fifth days of the week, i. e. Monday 
and Thursday: and therefore the ancient Christians, that 
they might not be outdone by them in any part of devotion, 
in lieu of those days, chose the fourth and sixth days of the 
week for their fasting-days : Stationibus quartnm et sextum 
Sabbati dicamus. (Tert. de Jejun. cap. 14. Can. Apost. 
61. Const. Apost. lib. v. cap. 15. 20. p. 263. lib. vii. cap. 
23. Epiph. Haer. 51. n. 26. Expos. Fidei, n. 22. Philostorg. 
lib', x. §. 12i Pseudo-Ignat. Ep. ad Philip. §. 13.) 

Theophylact here notes of this phavisee, that, in op- ! 
position to the rapine and injustice of others, he declares; 
his exactness in paying tithes: arid, in opposition to the 
luxury, and" adultery of others, his care to keep under his' 
body, by fasting twiee a week. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 13. f O ll rtXiivrjc fiaKpoOev Icrrwc, But the publi- 
can standing afar off.] He stood afar off, perhaps in the* 
eourt of the gentiles, looking upon himself unworthy to 
draw nigh to God, or to stand in the holy place : he could * 
not lift up his eyes to heaven, from the sense of the same 
unworthiness; he smites upon his breast, punishing himself ' 
out of a deep sense of his guilt; this being the sign 'of 
a mind vehemently afflicted; (xxiii. 48.) and, lastly, he v 
humbly confesses, that he was a sinner, and earnestly begs 
mercy; and therefore it is said, 

t [ 7 ] Ver. 14. Kartfir) ovtoq S£oWhwju£i;oc ttg rbv oikov avrov, 
v Ikuvoq, He went down to his house justified rather than 
the other.] Here ?) is again put for fxaXXov J). So Hos. ii. 7. • 
KaXwc fxoi r\v rorc rj vvv, It was better with me than now ; 
Jonah iv. 3. 8. koXov to airoOavziv rj Z$v, It is better for me to 
die, than live. (See note on xv. 7.) 
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CHAR XIX. 

1. AND Jesus entered (into) and passed through Je- 
richo. 

2. And, behold, there was a man named Zaccheus, who 
was the chief among the publicans, and lie was rich. 

3. And he sought to see Jesus who (i, e. what kind of 
man) he was; and could not for the press, because he 
was little of stature. 

4. And he (therefore) ran before, and climbed up into a 
sycamore-tree to seo him : for he was to pass that way. 

5. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, 
and saw him, and said to him, Zaccheus, make haste, and 
come down; for to-day I must abide at thy house. 

6. And he [*] made haste, and came down, and received 
him joyfully. 

7. And when they ( the pharisees) 'saw it, they all mur- 
mured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man 
that is a sinner (thinking that a matter of defilement and 
reproach to him, not considering the design on which Christ 
came into the world). 

8. And Zaccheus stood ( up), and said to the Lord, Be- 
hold, Lord, (not the fifth part only, but) the [ 2 ] half of my 
goods I (now resolve to) give to the poor; and if I have 
taken any thing from any man by false accusation (or op- 
pression, see note on Luke iii. 14.) I (will) restore him 
four- fold (i. e. beyond the rigour of the law). 

9. And Jesus said to him, This day is salvation come to 
this house (Zaccheus having done like a true convert), for- 
somuch as he also is a [ 3 ] son of Abraham, (i. e. a Jew. 

10. *And this is suitable to the design of my coming, and 
justifies my eating and conversing with him:) for the Son 
of man is come to seek (after) and to save that which 
was lost. 

11. And as they heard these things, he added and spake a 
parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, (which shortly 
was to be the scene of misery, ver. 41, 42.) and because they 
thought that the kingdom of God (or, of the Messiah) should 
immediately appear. 

12. He said therefore, ( Hie kingdom of God is like to) a 
[*] certain nobleman (who) went into a far country to re- 
ceive for himself a kingdom, and to return ( and thus shall 
I go to heaven and be installed in my mediatory kingdom, 
and then return to execute the severest judgments on this na- 
tion for their non-proficiency). 

13. And he called his ten servants, and delivered to them 
ten pounds, and said to them, Occupy till I come (i.e. im- 
prove them till I come and take an account of your pro- 
ficiency). 

14. But his citizens ( the Jews) hated him, and sent a 
messenger after him, (disclaiming and rejecting his autho- 
rity, and) saying, Wo will not have this man to reign 
over us. 

15. And it came to pass, that when he was returned, hav- 
ing received the kingdom, then he commanded these ser- 
vants to bo called to him, to whom he had given the money, 
that he might know how much every man had gained by 
trading. 

16. Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath 
gained ten pounds. 

17. And he said to him, Well (done), thou good servant: 



because thou hast been faithful, in a very little, have thou 
authority over ten cities (i. e. be thy reward proportionable 
to the increase of thy talent). 

"18. And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath 
gained five pounds. 

19. And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five 
cities (i. e. be thy reward anstverable to the improvement of 
thy talent). 

2Q. And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy 
pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin (making no 
use of it): 

21. For I feared thee, because ( I judged) thou art an 
austere man; thou takest up what thou layedst not down, 
and reapest that thou didst not sow (requiring an increase 
far exceeding what thou gavest). 

22. And he saith to him, Out of thine own mouth will 
I judge (and condemn) thee, thou wicked servant; (for) 
thou (oivnest that thou) knewest that I was an austere tfmn, 
taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did 
not sow : 

23. Wherefore then gavest not thou my money to the 
bank (i. e. didst not thou improve my talent), that at my 
coming (back) I might have required (and received) my 
own with usury (or improvement)? 

24. And he said to them that stood by, Take from him the 
pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds. 

25. I s ] And they said to him, Lord, he hath ten pounds 
( but he ansivered, Tlierefore I give him more). 

26. For I say to you, That to every one that (impraveth 
what he) hath shall be given (more); and from him that 
hath not (so as to improve it), even that he hath shall be 
taken away from him. 

27. But those mine enemies (of the Jewish nation), that 
would not I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay 
them before me. 

28. And when he had thus spoken, he went before (his 
disciples), ascending up to Jerusalem. 

29. And it came to pass, when he was come nigh to Beth- 
phage and Bethany, at the mount called the mount of 
Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 

30. Saying, Go ye into the village over-against yon; in 
which at your entering you shall find a colt tied, whereon 
yet never man sat; loose him, and bring him hither. 

31. And if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him? 
thus ye shall say to him, (We do it) because the Lord hath 
need of him. 

32. And they that were sent went their way, and found 
( all things) even as he said to them. 

33. And as they w r ere loosing the colt, the owners thereof 
said to them, Why loose ye the colt? 

34. And they said, The Lord hath need of him ( and then 
they let them go with him). 

35. And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their 
garments on the colt, and they set Jesus thereon. 

3G. And as he went, they ( the multitude) spread their 
clothes in the way (as at the triumphant entrance of a 
prince)* 

37. And when he was como nigh (to Jerusalem, being) 
even at the descent of tho mount of Olives, the whole mul- 
titude of the disciples began to rejoice and to praise God 
with a loud voice for all the mighty works which they had 
seen (done by Christ); 
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38. Saying, Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord ; (may) peace (be procured by him tons) in heaven, 
and glory (to God who lives) in the highest (place). 

39. And some of the pharisees from among the multitude 
said to him, Master, rebuke thy disciples (for these accla- 
mations)* 

40. And he answered and said to them, I tell you, that if 
these (my disciples) should hold their peace, the [ 6 ] stone's 
would immediately cry out (i. e. my kingdom icould be pro- 
claimed by far more unlikely means). 

41. And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and 
p] wept over it, 

42. Saying, (Happy had it been for thee) [ 8 ] if thou hadst 
known, even thou, at least in this thy day (of visitation, 
Luke i. 68.) the things which belong to thy peace (and 
welfare) ! but now (through thy infidelity) they are hid 
from thine eyes. 

43. For the days shall (shortly) come upon thee, that 
thine enemies shall [ 9 ] cast a trench about thee, and com- 
pass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, 

44. And shall lay thee [ 10 ] even with the ground, and thy 
children with thee ; and they shall not leave in thee one 
stone upon another; because thouknewest not (i. e. didst 
not improve aright to faith and repentance) the time of thy 
visitation. 

45. And he went into the temple, and began to cast out 
them that sold therein, and them that bought; 

46. Saying to them, It is written, (Isa. lvi. 7.) My house 
(shall be called, or) is the house of prayer: but ye have 
made it (by your fraudulent, covetous dealings, and extor- 
tions) a den of thieves. 

47. And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief 
priests, and scribes, and chief of the people, sought to de- 
stroy him ; 

48. And could not find what they might (safely) do 
(because of the multitude) : for all the people were very at- 
tentive to hear him. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIX. 

f 1 ] Ver. 6. KAI X GTrtvaag KarLfir}, icai virz S^aro avrbv xaipw, 
And he made haste, and came down, and received him joy- 
fully.'] By this j oy, and by his diligence to see him, he shewed 
what a high esteem he had for that holy Jesus whom the 
scribes and pharisees despised. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 8. 'I Sou, tu Tifxhn twv vTraQXP VT(i)v l JiOV > Kypu, $[$w/xi 
rote tttu>xolc> &c. Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor; and if I have wrongetl any man, I restore him 
four-fold.'] By two things Zaccheus shews the sincerity of 
his reformation and conversion; (1.) that he is ready to 
repair any injury that he had done to any man by oppres- 
sion or false accusation, which is the proper import of the 
word <TUKo<£avr!w, not only by adding a fifth part, as the 
law required in case of theft, when what was purloined was 
voluntarily restored, (Numb. v. 7.) nor by restoring double, # 
as the trespasser was to do by law, when that which was 
taken awaj was found in his hands, (Exod. xxii. 4.) but by 
restoring for money and goods what the rigour of the law 
required only in the case of an ox or sheep killed after it 
was stolen, (Exod. xxii. 1.) L e. four-fold ; doing not only 
what justice required for compensation of the injury (for 
no man can be righteous till he, if he be able, hath satisfied 



for the injury done to his brother), but inflicting on him- 
self this surplusage by way of penalty for his sin; and as 
a testimony of his great displeasure against himself for 
committing it. And (2.) whereas the law and tradition of 
the Jews required only that a fifth part of their income- 
should be spent in charity, he bequeaths half his estate to 
charitable uses; » 

[ 3 ] Ver. 9. This day is salvation come to this house, forso- 
much as he also is vlog Aj3paa^, a son of Abraham.'] Not only 
by faith, of which sonship the Jews, to whom Christ spake, 
had then no notion,' but by birth; for the pharisees do not 
murmur against Christ that he did cat with one uncircum- 
cised, but that he did it with a sinner: it would also have 
been no indication to the Jews that he was a son of 
Abraham, that he believed in Christ: and, lastly, his re- 
spect to the law of Moses, in making restitution, shews he 
was no stranger to that law. Moreover, though the phrase, 
salvation is come unto this house, doth not necessarily ar- 
gue that his whole family believed, and the pronoun ipse, 
and the reason here assigned, seem personally to respect 
Zaccheus, the master of the house; yet it is piously ob- 
served, that Christ here promiseth salvation to the house, 
because it was the duty, and usually the practice, of the 
master of the family, to reduce his whole house to the faith 
he had embraced ; as in the case of the centurion, Acts x. 
2. of Lydia, Acts xvi. 14, 15. of the gaoler, ver. 33, 34. of 
Crispus the ruler of a synagogue, Acts xviii. 8. and of the 
nobleman, John iv. 46. 53. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 12. ".Av^ponroc rtg tvytvrjg ziropziSt} tig xwgav fiatc- 
pav, Xaj3av zavToj fiamXdav, ml vtt oar pixpai, A certain noble- 
man went into afar country to receive a kingdom, and to re- 
turn.'] Here observe, 

First, That it is ingeniously conjectured by Mr. Le Clerc, 
that Christ took tho rise of this parable from the custom of 
the kings of Judea, Herod the Great, and Archelaushis son, 
who usually went to Rome to receive the kingdom of Judea 
from Caesar, without whose permission and appointment 
they durst not take the government into their hands; and in 
the case of Archelaus there is indeed some resemblance of 
this ; for the Jews sent their complaints after him, shewing 
their unwillingness that this nobleman, or tvyzvrjg, the §on 
of Herod the Great, to whom the kingdom of Judea was 
assigned by his father's will and testament, should reign 
over them ; and that at his return, idvapxiav 7ra/>aXaj3wv, he 
receiving the kingdom, tyrannized over them for ten years ; 
but with this signal difference, that upon their second com- 
plaint to Caesar, they prevailed against him, and procured 
his banishment to Vienna. 

Secondly, That the parable here, as it respects our Lord 
Christ going into a far country to receive a kingdom, and 
return, either respects his going to heaven to sit down at 
the right hand of God in majesty and glory, and so take 
possession of his mediatory kingdom, and the return to pu- 
nish the unbelieving and obdurate Jews ; or going by his 
apostles and disciples to erect a kingdom among the gen- 
tiles, and then coming as it were back to punish the Jews, 
according to these words of his, The gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached throughout all the world for a testimony 
to all nations, and then shall the end (of the Jewish polity) 
come. (Matt. xxiv. 14.) Note, 

Thirdly, That this parable doth certainly respect the 
Jewish nation ; as appears (1.) because they are here said 
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to reject Christ's kingdom, saying, We. will not have this 
man to reign over us; and upon this account are styled his 
enemies, and devoted to destruction by him, which agrees 
still only to the Jews, ver. 27. (2.) To them is threatened 
the punishment of the unprofitable servants, to wit, to be 
cast out into outer darkness, &e. (Matt. viii. 12. xxii. 13. 
xxv. 30. Luke xiii. 28.) In fine, it is expressly said, he 
therefore spake this parable to them, because they thought 
the kingdom of God should immediately appear, (ver. 
11.) 

Fourthly, The only difficulty remaining is, how to apply 
the pounds here, and the talents mentioned Matt. xxv. to 
any of the Jews ; but this seeming difficulty is removed by 
a careful observation of the words, which shew they were 
distributed, not to his citizens, but rolg l$lotg SovXoig, to his 
own proper servants, Matt. xxv. 14. to. his servants, ver. 
13. i.e. to his apostles, five; and to the seventy disciples, 
or those who had received lesser spiritual gifts, two talents; 
to the Jews, who are also styled his own, John i. 14. only one 
talent (viz. the law and the prophets, promising to them 
the Messiah, and pointing out his advent and his characters 
to them); which they might and ought to have employed, so 
as to have believed, and fitted themselves to receive and 
to improve the gifts of the Holy Ghost, as others did. 

Fifthly, Observe, that as the dreadful destruction of the 
unbelieving Jews was an emblem of the last judgment, so 
Christ's reckoning with them is a representation of that 
reckoning he will make with all men at the great day, for 
all the talents they have respectively received; and, with 
respect to that, this lord is said, Matt. xxv. 12. to come, 
juotc xpovov ttoXvv, after a long time. 

[f] Ver. 25.] Though this verse is in St. Jerome, Theophy- 
lact, and in all the versions, and confirmed by the words 
following, Xiyujv avToi$, yet saith Dr. Mills, Lubens, nisi 
repugnarint omnes codices, pro irreptitio habuerim. (Proleg. 
jp. 155.) 

[ 6 ] Ver. 40. 01 Xftot KtKpa^ovrai, If these hold their peace, 
the stones will cry out.] 'This is a proverbial expression, 
signifying that if these followers of Christ should hold 
their peace, some more unlikely way should be found out 
for the proclaiming the Messiah, even by those who are 
reckoned the most stupid and insensate people, as by you 
-the gentiles are. So " lapidi loqueris," thou speakest to 
one who hath little sense to hear or understand; lapis being 
metaphorically put for a stupid and brutish person : so when 
Aristippus* was asked by one, what his son would be better 
for instruction, he answered, that then iv t^ Smrpyov KaOi)- 
mrai \iOog t7ri \tdov, one stone, that is, one stupid person, 
would not sit above another in the theatre. So rikiBiaZuv 
Kttl rjktStov <j>Olyyza$at, in Aristophanes, is to be stupid, and 
speak without sense, avaecr&ijroe yap ot Xi^ot, for stones have 
no sense: so the scholiast, p. 352. G. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 41. Kal — ticXavotv In airy, And he wept over it.] 
I hope Epiphaniusf may be mistaken, when he tells us, these 
words, and the like in John xi. 35. were blotted out, as 
being denied to be in the most correct copies; for it is cer- 
tain, and confessed by him, that they were to be found in 



• Apnd Laert. p. 155, 136. 

t *AXXd xal h\avTS KtXrat Iv t* natk AcvxS* tvayytXty |y T3if iii0p3»w; irTtyfa$ti{ t 
x*\ xtxC?»rrat nrn wrvpa t<£ &yiw Elptxutov ZpQtio£ot U a^ttXovra t3 furh fajft&jrnc 
Aachorat, $. 31. pi. 36. 



Irenceus* and in Origenf twice, who saith, our Lord wept, 
tv\6yu)g, with good reason, over Jerusalem : for he did it 
out of a profound charity, and deep commiseration of the 
evils coming upon Jerusalem; in both which virtues he 
came to be an example to us ; and therefore can do nothing 
in it unworthy of himself. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 42. Aiywv, on u iyvwg kol av, Saying, (Happy 
hadst thou been) if thou hadst known' in this thy day, the 
things which belong to thy peace, &c] Here the critics note, 
that u often signifies utinam, and so the words will con- 
tain an ardent wish, that the people of Jerusalem had been 
thus wise, conceived after this manner, O that thou hadst 
known! but though this be true, (see note on Luke xii. 40.) 
yet the particle, on, that, makes it not applicable to this 
place ; and therefore I think it better to supply the deficient 
sense, by the words contained in the parenthesis. Here 
then observe, (1.) that Christ here plainly shews, and takes 
it for granted, that the people of Jerusalem, in this day of 
their visitation by the Messias, might have savingly known 
the things belonging to their peace, since otherwise our 
Saviour's tears may rather have been looked upon as the 
tears of crocodiles, than of charity and true commiseration; 
and either his assertion, that they might have been happy, 
would have been contrary to truth; or his wish, that they 
had thus known the things belonging to their peace, con- 
trary to his Father's will and decree; both which are pal- 
pably absurd : and seeing the will of Christ was always the 
same with that of his Father, it follows also, that God the 
Father had the same charitable affection to them, and so 
had laid no bar against their happiness by his decrees, nor 
been wanting in any thing on his part necessary towards 
their everlasting welfare. (See the note on Matt, xxiii. 37.) 
. [ 9 ] Ver. 43. TJte days shall come upon thee, that thine 
enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee 
round, and keep thee in on every side.] How exactly this 
was done, we learn from Josephus, saying,J that when Ves- 
pasian besieged Jerusalem, his army compassed the city 
round about, and kept them in on every side, and though it 
was judged a great and almost impracticable work to com- 
pass the whole city with a wall ; yet Titus animating his 
soldiers to attempt it, they in three days built a wall of thirty- 
nine furlongs, having thirteen castles in it, and so cut off all 
hopes that any of the Jews within the city should escape. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 44. And shall lay thee even with the ground, — and 
they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another.] How 
this also was exactly done, Josephus teacheth, by say- 
ing, that § Titus having commanded his soldiers to dig up 
the city; this was so fully done, by levelling the whole com- 
pass of it except three towers, that they who came to see it 
were persuaded it never would be built again. 

CHAP. XX. 

1. .A.ND it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he 
taught the people in the temple, and preached the gospel, 

• Iren. lib. i. cap. 17. t Orig. in Mall. ed. Huel, 

lout. i. p. 441. lorn* ii. p. 168. "Agnoscnnl Tbeopbjlaclas, el vcrsiones omnet." 

% Tfltif ti tvTtot rk *PM[xaivi tyfnovrTAf &(?& « t?$&tU vavrcLxf&n rfo wfaj* Trt^i^cv 
a-a. De Bella Jod. lib. v. cap. 27. p. 893. B. To fxh oZy Tt~%p{ iwf JioJTOf Ti^afet- 
kcvto. rrallon h, r^tct J* »xotyu«9»j to 4 ir&v hfxfyai;. Ibid. p. 936, 937. B. 

$ To* W aXXcv airarra tSj *roXj»c wi£t$o\w oZrxs i£»^4<5X(£m at xa?etcTca.TmrTt{ «; 
fxnii Tt&mvn oiKts-SSww ftifrv* av in wafar^tTf roTf vrfortiSJOvt. Lib. ?ii. cap. 1 . 
p. 970. B. C. 
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the chief priests and the scribes came upon him, (and rose 
up against him) with the elders, 

2. And spake to him, saying, Tell us, by what authority 
doest thou these things (which only prophets,' and persons 
allowed and approved by authority, shall do)? and who is 
he that gave thee this authority? 

3. And he answered and said unto them, I .will also ask 
yon one thing; and (if you) answer me (you may thence 
know by what authority I do these things): 

4. The baptism of John, was it from (the God of) hea- 
ven, or of men (only)? 

5. And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we 
shall say, (It was) from heaven; he will say, Why then 
believed ye him not (when he testified that I was the 
Christ)? 

6. But if we say, Of men; all the people will (be ready 
to) stone us : for they be persuaded that John was a 
prophet. 

7. And they answered, That they could not tell whence 
it was. 

8. And Jesus said to them, Neither tell I you by what 
authority I do these things. 

9. Then began he to speak to the people this parable : A 
certain man planted a vineyard, and let it forth to husband- 
men (the Jeivish doctors), and went into a. far country 
for a long time (i. e. left them a long time, to manage and 
to make it fruitful). 

10. And at the season he sent a servant to the husband- 
men, (requesting) that they should give him of the fruit of 
the vineyard: but the husbandmen (the guides and rulers 
of the Jewish church) beat him, and sent him away empty. 

11. And again he sent another servant: and they beat 
him also, and entreated him shamefully, and sent him 
away empty. 

12. And again he sent the (a) third: and they wounded 
him also, and cast him out; (killing God's prophets, 
and stoning them that were sent to them, xiii.34. 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 15, 1G.) 

13. Then said the Lord of the vineyard, What shall I do? 
I will send my beloved son : it may be they will reverence 
him when they see him. 

14. But when the husbandmen saw him, they reasoned 
among themselves, saying, This is the heir: come, let us 
kill him, that the inheritance may be our's. 

15. So they (the Jews) cast him out of the vineyard, and 
killed him (Christ, the Son of God). What therefore shall 
the Lord of the vineyard do unto them? 

1G. He shall come and destroy these husbandmen, and 
shall give the vineyard to others. And [*] when they (the 
Pharisees) heard it, they said, God forbid (that this should 
happen to us). 

17. And he beheld them, and said, (If this tvillnot be so) 
what is then ( the import of) this that is written, (Psal. 
cxviii.22.) The stone which the builders rejected, the same 
is become the head of the corner? (Now yon are these 
builders, and I, whom you reject, am that corner-stone. 
. 18. And) whosoever shall fall upon (or stumble at) that 
stone shall be broken (i. e. shall do it to his ruin); but on 
whomsoever it shall fall (as it will most severely on you 
of this nation), it will grind him to powder: (i.e. subject 
him to the heaviest judgments, both here and hereafter ; for 
they who through weakness, or the prejudices of their educa- 

vol. v. 



Hon, or reverence to their guides, shall stumble at this stone, 
and not believe, shall be hereafter punished, yet with much 
fewer stripes than those Jewish doctors, who obstinately and 
against full conviction hated and rejected the Messiah, and 
would not he should reign over them, chap, xiv.) 

19. And the chief priests and the scribes the same hour 
sought to lay hands on him; and (but) they feared the 
people : for they perceived that he spake this parable against 
them (representing them as the persons who would thus treat 
the Son of God, and should thus suffer by him for so doing)/ 

20. And they watched him, and sent forth spies, which 
should feign themselves just men, that they might take hold 
of (i. e. advantage against him from) his words, that so 
they[ 2 ] might deliver him (up) to the power and authority 
of the governor. 

21. And they asked him, saying, Master, we knowth at 
thou sayest and teachest rightly, neither acceptest thou 
the person of any, but teachest the way of God truly; 
(ivithout favour to or fear of any, though the greatest in 
pozver and dignity: tve therefore inquire of thee,) 

22. Is it lawful for us (Jews) to give tribute to Caesar,. 
or no ? 

23. But he perceived their craftiness (in designing from 
his answer to represent him to the governor as an enemy to 
Ccesar, xxiii. 2. or to the people, as an enemy to their U-' 
berty), and (therefore) said to them, Why tempt ye me? 

24. Shew me a (Roman) penny; (and tell me) whose 
image and superscription hath it? They answered and 
said, (It is) Caesar's (image that is stamped upon it). 

25. And he said to them, (This, by your own rules, U an 
evidence that Cmsar's government hath obtained amongy on,) 
render therefore to Caesar the things which are "Caesar's 
(the tribute due to him as your .governor under God), and to 
God the things that are God's (i.e. the tribute due to his 
temple). 

20. And (when he had thus said) they could not take 
hold of his words before thepeople: and they marvelled at 
(the wisdom of) his answer, and held their peace. 

27. Then came to him certain of the sadducees, who 
deny that there is (to be) any resurrection (of the body); 
and they asked him, 

28. Saying, Master, Moses wrote to us, If any man's bro- 
ther die,.having a wife, and he die without children, that 
his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed to his 
brother. 

29. There were therefore (with us) seven brethren : and 
the first (of them) took a wife, and died without children, j 

30. And the second took her to wife, he (also) died 
childless. 

31. And the third took her; and in like manner (the re- 
sidue of) the seven also: and they leftnochildien, and died.; 

32. Last of all the woman died also. 

, 33. Therefore in the resurrection (of the body from the 
dead, Mark xii. 23.) whose wife of them is she (to be)? for 
seven had her to wife. 

. 34. And Jesus, answering, said to them, (This question 
proceeds from a gross ignorance of the future state; for) 
the children of this world (only) marry, and are given in 
marriage: ' * 

35, But they that shall he counted worthy to obtain that- 
world (which is to come), arid (attain to) the resurrection • 
from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage : * 

3B 
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30. Neither can they die any more : for they are (as to 
duration) equal to the angels; and aro [*] children of God, 
( who arc to live with Mm for ever, John viii. 35.) being the 
children of the resurrection. 

37. Now that the dead are (to be) raised, even Moses 
shewed at the bush, when lie (L e. God) calleth (to him, 
saying, I am) the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob (long after they were dead). 

38. For he is not a God of the dead (i. e. of them who 
are so dead, as not to be the sons of the resurrection), but 
of the living (i. e. of them whose bodies shall live again): 
[ 4 ] for all live unto hira. 

39. Then certain of the scribes answering said, Master, 
thou hast well said (in relation to the sadducees). 

40. And after that they durst not ask him any questions 
at all. 

41. And he saith to them, How say they (of the scribes) 
that Christ is David's son? 

42. And (when) David himself saith in the book of 
Psalms, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand, 

43. Till I make thine enemies thy footstool, (by sub- 
duing them, and putting them under thy feet, 1 Cor. xv.25.) 

44. David therefore (in these words) calleth him Lord, 
how is he then his son ? 

45. Then in the audience of all the people ho said to his 
disciples, 

46. Beware of the scribes, which [ 5 ] desire (affect) to 
walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and 
the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at 
feasts ; 

47. Which devour widows' houses, and, for a shew (of 
devotion) make long prayers ; the same shall receive greater 
damnation (for their hypocrisy). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XX. 

[*] Ver.16. 'AKOrSANTES ll^ov,fifiyivoiro, And when 
they heard it, they said, God, forbid.] In Matt. xxi. 41. 
Mark xii. 9. Christ inquires of them what the lord of the 
vineyard will do to these husbandmen? And they answer, 
He will destroy them, and let out his vineyard to other»hus- 
bandmen : here Christ himself declares, what the lord of 
the vineyard will do to those husbandmen; and they seem 
to say, God forbid that he should do so. Now this seem- 
ing contrariety is by some solved thus, That the pharisces 
do not, by these words, deny that the lord of the vineyard 
would destroy those husbandmen; but knowing that the 
parable was spoken against them, they say, fxi) yivotro, Far 
be it from us, husbandmen, io do a work so worthy of this 
punishment ; and this sense Christ's reply seems to require, 
viz. ri ovv l<m to ytypctfifi£vov,i.e. Jf the priests andpharisees 
tuillnot do this, what means that which is written? what 
means that saying of the Psalmist, which even you, Jews, 
interpret of the Messiah, Tlie stone which the builders re- 
fused? is become the head stone of (in) the corner, Psal. 
cxviii. 22. To strengthen this interpretation, let it be con- 
sidered, that our Lord spake this parable against them, 
Matt. xxi. 45. Mark xii. 12. They therefore deny what they 
understood, that they should destroy the Son of the Lord 
of the vineyard, t. e. the Messiah, as not believing Christ 
to be the Messiah, but an impostor; but they deny not that 



they, who should do this, were worthy of this punishment: 
or, (2.) because St. Luke peculiarly notes, ver. 9. that this • 
parable was spoken to the people, this maybe their answer, 
Far be it from our riders to do so vile a thing as may bring 
down this judgment on us ; whilst the rulers and pharisees, 
who thought themselves far from being such husbandmen 
as they knew Christ suggested they would be, stick not to 
say such husbandmen deserve indeed to be destroyed, as 
thinking they should never be concerned in their ruin. 

Either of these solutions I like better than that of Mr. 
Le Clerc, who will have these words in the beginning of 
this verse (He will come, and will destroy these husband- 
men, and lei out his vineyard to others) to be the words not 
of Christ, but of the Sanhcdrin ; and yet will have the 
words immediately following in the same verse (axovaavrec 
& ti7rov, fifj yivotro, and understanding, they said, within 
themselves, God forbid) to he also the words of the same 
Sanhedrin : for could they, understanding that these words 
were spoken against them, first give this severe sentence 
against themselves, and then in the same breath contradict 
themselves ? And, secondly, why must enrov be rendered, 
they said within themselves, and riot-in the hearing of Christ, 
who, when they had said this, looks upon them, and in- 
quires of them, WJiat then is it which is written? ver. 17. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 20. Etc to 7rapaSovv<u avrov ry apx$ not ry l£ov<rt£ 
7ov yytfiovog, To deliver him up to the power and authority 
of the governor*] And therefore they put to him the ques- 
tion about paying tribute to Caesar, hoping that, by deny- 
ing it to be due to him from the Jews, they might accuse 
him as an enemy to Caesar ; for they knew that his deci- 
sion of questions, relating only to their law and contro- 
versies, would not offend those Gallios. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 36. Kcu viol elm rov Geov, rr\$ avaoruaewG viol ovrtCy 
And being sons of the resurrection, are sons of God.'] For 
this vloQzaia, sonship, imports the redemption of the body 
from corruption, Rom. viii. 23. and they that are sons, are 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ, and to be glorified 
with him, ver. 17. see the note there; and the strength of 
Christ's argument depending on this notion, (note on Matt, 
xxii. 31, 32.) Janiblichus very likely from hence makes it 
the reward of good souls going out of the body, to be con- 
verted etc ayyeXovg kcl\ ayyeXucac ^ux«c> into angels and an- 
gelic souls, apud Stob. Eel. Phys. p. 144. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 38. Uavreg ya(> airy £w<r<v, For all live (o him.] 
Woltzogcnius interprets these words thus, They live in re- 
spect of God's power and decree, that they shall live again; 
and hence he argues, that the souls of good men live not 
after death till the resurrection: for, saith he, Christ argnes 
thus, If Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were not to live again, 
God, who styles himself their God, would be the God of the 
dead ; whereas if their souls lived, and enjoyed a state of 
happiness, God would not be the God of the dead, though 
they never rose again. To this I answer, 

Ans. 1. First, That when it is said, God is not the God of 
the dead, the meaning is, he is not the God of them who 
are to abide in a state of death, and never to enjoy the re- 
surrection of the just; i. e. he owns not them for his,- who 
are not to be the sons of the resurrection, (ver. 3G.) and will 
not be called their God, as having not prepared for them 
a heavenly city \ (Hcb. xi. 16.) Hence the Scriptures say of 
them, that they are passed from death unto life, (John v. 24.) 
and that they shall not die ; because Christ will raise thcra 
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up at the last day. (John vi. 50.) And, in the opinion of the 
Jews, they only seem to die in the eyes of fools, because 
their hopeis full of immortality, (Wisd. iii. 2—4.) and they 
proverbially say, the just live when they are dead; and, in 
this sense, Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, would not 
live to God, though their souls lived with him, unless their 
bodies also rose again. . ... . ., . 

Arts. 2. Secondly, God here styles himself the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, k e. not of their souls only, 
but of their persons; in which sense the Jews always un- 
derstood these words ; now thus he would be the God of 
the dead, though their souls lived, unless their bodies also 
rose again. * j. •> 

[ 5 ] Ver. 46. OeXovtojv •mpvtraruv Iv arokaig, Affecting to 
walk in long garments,] Down to their ancles, or to their 
feet, that no part of their bodies might be seen ; for this, 
says Dr. Lightfoot, upon the place, was the talith that the 
disciples of the wise men wore. Good here is the obser- 
vation of Mr. Le Clere from Pope Celestine, touching the 
clergy, that they are to be discerned " a plebe vel cseteris, 
doctrina, non veste; conversatione, non habitu; mentis pu- 
ritate, non cultu ;" not so much by their apparel, as by their 
learning; not only by their habit, but their conversation; 
not by the adornment of their body, but by purity of mind. 

CHAP. XXL 

1. [ x ] AND he looked up, and saw the rich men casting 
their gifts into the treasury. 

2. And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in 
thither two mites. 

3. And he said, Of a truth I say to you, That this poor 
widow hath cast in more than they all : 

4. For all these have, of their abundance, cast in unto 
[ 2 ] the offerings of God (u e. the treasure designed for the 
use of his temple J: but she of her penury hath east in all 
the living that she had (i. e. all that she had to live upon 
tltat day). 

5. And as some spake of the temple, (shewing) how it 
was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he said: 

6. [*] As for these things which ye behold, the days will 
come, in which there will not be left one stone upon 
another, which shall not be thrown down (from its place). 

7. And they asked him, saying, Master (thott speakest 
dreadful things of this place), but (tell us) when shall 
these things be ? and what sign will there be (to inform 
men) when these things shall come to pass? (We hope 
thou only speakest of the desolation which shall overturn all 
things at the end of this world.) 

8. And he said* Take heed that ye (of this age) be not 
deceived : for (after my departure) many shall come in my 
name, saying, I am Christ; and the time (of your redemp* 
Hon) draweth near (but must be all fals& Christs): go yo 
not therefore after them. . . 

9. But (and) when ye shall hear of wars and' commo- 
tions, be not terrified : for these things must first come to 
pass; but the end (of the polity and temple of the Jews) 
is not by and by. 

10. Then said he to them, Nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom : 

11. And great earthquakes shall bo in divers places, and 
famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great 
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signs (of approaching judgments) shall there be from 
heaven. 

12. But before all these (things), they shall lay their hands 
on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the sy- 
nagogues, and . (casting you) into prisons, (you) being 
brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake. 

13. And it shall turn to you for a testimony (of my pre- 
sence with you ; they being not able to resist the wisdom of 
your doctrine, ver. 15. or gainsay the miracles by which you 
do confirm it). , : 

14. Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to mfeditate 
before what ye shall answer (to their inquiries and ac- 
cusations): 

15. For I will give you (in that hour, Mark xiii. 11.) a 
mouth (full of such power) and wisdom, which all your 
adversaries shall not be able to gainsay or resist. (Acts 
vi. 10.) 

16. And (through the persecutions, which shall then be 
great; and the apostates, which shall then be many, Matt, 
xxiv. 10. 13.) ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and 
brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you they 
shall cause to be put to death. 

17. And ye shall be hated of all (sorts of) men for my 
name's sake. 

18. But (notwithstanding, if ye continue faithful to the 
end, Matt. xxiv. 13.) there shall not [ 4 ] one hair of your 
head perish (i. e. you shall not perish in that destruction, 
which shall then come npon the unbelieving Jews). . 

19. In your patience possess ye your souls (Iv iri vtfG- 
/txevy vfjitov Krl)aaadi rag \pv)(ag vfiwv, you shall have your lives 
preserved as the reward of your Christian patience). 

20. And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with 
( the Roman) armies, then know that the desolation thereof 
is nigh. 

21. (And) then let them that are in Judea flee to the 
mountains (of Peraa) ; and let them that are in the midst 
of it depart out (of Judea); and let not them that* are itx 
the countries enter thereinto. . ' 

22. For these be the days of vengeance ( upon Judea), 
that all things which are written may be fulfilled (upon 
them). 

23. But woe to them that are with child, and to them that 
give suck, in those days (and so are not in a condition thus 
to flee)! for there shall (then) be great distress in the 
land, and wrath upon this people. 

24. And they shall (many of them)] foil by the edge of 
the sword, and (many of them) shall be led away [ 5 ] cap- 
tive into all nations: and [ 6 ] Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of (or trodden by) the gentiles, till the times of the 
gentiles be fulfilled (i. e. till the glorious conversion of the 
gentiles, at the coming in of the Jews, who shall then also be 
gathered to' their own city and country). 

25. And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, 
and in the stars (i. e. in the heavens where they move); and 
upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; [ 7 ] the 
sea and the waves roaring (see the note); 

26. Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after these things that are coming on the (habitable) earth: 
for the powers of heaven (the ecclesiastical and civil go- 
vernment) shall be shaken. 

27. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud (or, as upon a cloiid) with power and great glory. 
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s i 28. And when these things begin to come to pass, ' then 
look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption (from 
your troubles) draweth'nigh. 

29. And he spake to them a parable (to this effect); ^Be- 
hold the fig-tree, and all the (other ) "trees ; 

30. When they now shoot forth (their leaves and branches), 
ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now 
nigh at hand. 

31. So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to 
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God (or, the coming of 
Christ, as a king, to execute his vengeance on his disobedient 
subjects of the Jewish nation) is (also) nigh at hand. 

32. Verily I say to you, ( The men of) this generation shall 
.not pass away, till all (that I have spoken) be fulfilled. 

33. Heaven and earth shall* pass away; but my words 
shall not pass away (unperformed). 

34. And [ 8 ] take heed to yourselves, lest at any time 
your hearts be overcharged with'surfciting, and drunken- 
ness, and (with the) cares of this life (which will unfit arid 
indispose yon for your flight, or your care to avoid these 
things), and so that day (will) como upon you unawares. 

35. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell 
on the face of the whole earth (or, land ofJudea). •" ' 

3G. Watch yc therefore, and pray always, that ye may 
be counted worthy to escape all these things which shall 
coine to pass, and to stand before the Son of man (thus 
coming to avenge himself on that nation). • : 

37. And in the daytime he was teaching in the temple; 
and at night he went out, and abode in the mount that is 
balled the mount of Olives. 

38. And all the people came early in tho morning to him 
(being) in the temple, to hear him. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXL. 

['] Ver. 1. HE looked, and saiv men casting their gifts into 
the treasury.] That which was thus cast into the treasury 
was designed, saith Thcophylact,*not only for relief of the 
poor, but for sacred uses, and iig icotr^ov tov vaov, for the 
ornament of the temple; and this might give ground to Jo- 
sephus to say, the temple was built, not only with the 
bounty of Herod, that not being sufficient for the wfcrk, 
but with all that was contained in the holy treasury, and 
with the tributes sent from all parts of the world; and so 
that, which men thought could never be finished, was, 
through patience and length of time, accomplished. (Dc 
Bello Jud. lib. vi. cap. 14. p. 916.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 4. y Ej3oAov c?c *"<* Swpa tov Otov, Cast in unto, i. c. 
among, tlie offerings of God.] For it seems a mistake to say, 
that Swpa, gifts, signifies tho treasury itself, which, in He- 
brew, is called korban; for that is Swpov, not &5pa in the 
plural; and, according to this sense, fiaXkuv ra Swpa dc to 
yaZoQvXaictov, must be, to cast tlie treasury into the trea- 
sury, (ver. 1.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. 6. Taura a QtwpuTt, As for these things which you 
behold,] Quod adhcec attinet. So Plautus, " Naucratcm, 
qucm corivenire volui in navi non crat," Amphitr. act. 
4. sc. 1. " Hos, quos videtis hie stare captivos duos," 
Capt. Prol. et act. 1. sc. 2. " istos captivos duos— hisin- 
dito catenas; item Terentius, . Eiinuchum, qucm dedisti 
nobis quas turbas dedit?" See like examples from the Old 
Testament, Psal. xviii. 30. civ. 17. Eccl. ii. 14. Hos. iii. 11. 



xii. 7. N"eh. i. 3.; in the New, Acts vii. 40. x. 36. 1 John ii. 
27. Apoc. ii. 26. vi. 8. where as for, or " quod attinet ad," 
is understood. 

[*] Ver. 18. Kai 0p\% h rrjg KtfaXiic ifxtJV ov fii) uiroXnTat, 
And there sliall not one hair of your head perish.] This, 
saith Grotius, is a proverbial expression, used 1 Sam. xiv. 
45. 2 Sam. xiv. 11. 1 Kings i. 52. Acts xxvii. 34. signifying 
that they should sustain no loss, i. e. all circumstances 
considered ; for, to suffer some loss for the present, to gain 
eternal life; is the greatest advantage; .whilst that, which 
seems at present to be lost, is laid up with God, to be re- 
stored to -us with usury : and this limitation seems neces- 
sary, not only from the former words, some of you they 
shall cause to be put to death, (ver. 16.) but also from the 
event ; for, as most. of the .apostles were cut off before the 
destruction of Jerusalem; so:the protomartyr Stephen was 
taken away bythe Jews : James the less, and other Christ- 
ians, by Ananus* the high-priest. Butyet I cannot-ac- 
quiesce in this interpretation; (1.) because this proverb, in 
all the places cited, contains a promise, that the persons 
spoken to should not die, or perish in the danger they lay 
under, or as they apprehended they might do; so no hair 
of any man's head shall perish; Acts xxvii. 34. is the same 
as, there shall be no loss of any man's life, ver. 22. One 
hair of Jonathan's head shall not perish, 1 Sam. xiv. 45. 
is, in the same verse, oi SavaTtoSfwrat, he shall not be put to 
death: A hair of thy son's head shall not fall to the earth, 
2 Sam. xiv. 11. is, in the. same verse, they shall not de- 
stroy thy son: One hair of Adonijah shall not fall to' the 
earth, 1 Kings i. 52. is, in the same verse, he shall not be 
put to death. Christ, therefore, seems- to promise, that 
whatever might befal them at other times ; yet, in. these 
days of vengeance upon the Jews, or at the time of the de- 
struction of the city and the temple, none of those Christ- 
ians, 'which endured to the end, should perish in that 
siege. And this the following words seem to insinuate, in 
patience possess your souls; that is, saith Tertullian, if Per 
tolerantiam salvos facictis vosmet ipsos," by patience you 
will preserve yourselves, ver. 19. so Matt. xxiv. 13. He 
that endureth to the end shall be saved. (See here, ver. 8.) 
Accordingly the Pseudo-Clemens, in his Recognitions, 
saith, that this was an evident token of this great mystery, 
thatf every one that believed in this prophet, and was bap- 
tized in his name, " ab excidio belli, quod incredulae genti 
imminet ac loco ipsi,servaretur illcesus," should be kept safe 
from the destruction which should happen to that unbe- 
lieving nation, and to tlieir temple, by the war. And Theo- 
dorct % saith, there was a fame, that when Vespasian and 
Titus came to fight against them, rovg rrjvtKavTa 7n<rrouc c£ 
cnroKakvxptws rrjv iroXiv KaraXtwuv, the faithful * that were 
there, by revelation, left the city, according to our Lord's 
admonition, Luke xxi. 20. and that of them Zachary fore- 
told, the rest shall not perish. Add to this what is noted on 
Matt. xxiv. 13. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 24. Kai alx^aXwria^aovTat tig wavra ra iQvq, And 
sliall be carried captive into all nations.] Accordingly, Jo- 
scphus informs. .us, that the number of those, who; were 
taken captives by the Romans during tho war, was § iwiat 



• t Joseph. Anliq. lib. xx, cap. 8. p. 698. 

t Kecogn. lib. i. $, 39. p. 409. 

§ De Bello Jad. lib. tii. cap. 49. p. 968. 
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fivpiaSeg kcu l7rTatci<xxl\iot, ninety and seven thousand; of 
which some of the fairest and tallest Titus reserved for his 
triumph; of the rest, that were about seventeen years old, 
he sent some to Egypt to work in the mines; ttXzkjtqvs S 1 clc 
Tag lirapxfaQ SieSwpvtraTo, most of them he dispersed through 
the Roman provinces, to be destroyed, in their theatres, by the 
sword and ivild beasts; but they that were under seventeen 
years of age, livpa^^av, were sold. 

-' [$] Kai 'ItpovaaXrjp. tarai -Karovfiivr} virb ISvtZv, axpi 7tAtj- 
pwOuxn tcatpol lOv&v, And Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of the gentiles, till the time of the gentiles be fulfilled.'] That 
is, say some interpreters, till the full number of the gentiles, 
which God shall call, be completed. This, I confess, is a 
very ancient interpretation of these words; but it is con- 
trary to the express word of the apostle Paul, who de- 
clares,' that, at the conversion of the Jews, there shall be 
a greater and more glorious conversion of the gentiles, than 
that which happened at the fall of them; that their fulness 
should be much more the riches of the gentiles than their fall 
was, (Rom. xi. 12, 13.) and that their coming in should be 
to tlie gentiles as life from the dead, and should so much 
more enrich them, than their casting off, (ver. 15.) Inhere- 
fore do interpret these words thus, Jerusalem shall be inha- 
bited, not by the Jews, but by the gentiles ruling there, till 
the season for the full conversion of the still heathen-gen- 
tiles shall come in; i. e. till the time of the conversion of the 
Jews, and the flowing in of all nations to them. See this 
exposition confirmed in the appendix to the eleventh chap- 
ter to the Romans, and Dr. Hammond's sense of the words 
confuted there. (See here, Examen.Millii.) r . 

"AxfH 7r\r)p(i>9<I><Ti Kaipol ISvwv.] These two words are in St 
Jerome, Theophylact, and in all the versions, and yet re- 
jected by Dr. Mills, Prolog, p. 133. > • . 

(7] Ver. 25. 'Hxovcnje- Oaka<T<rr)g koI craXov, The sea and 
the waves roaring.] To this I would refer those words of 
Joscphus; at that time, apfrxavog' iKfrfjyw™* X £ ^ v > art tm ~ 
tnense storm of the sea brake out, and violent winds, with 
most vehement showers, and terrible lightnings and thun- 
ders, kcl\ fivtcfifiara atiwfiivrie tt\<; yrjg l^atma, and vast roar- 
ings of the sltaken earth: (De Bello Jud. lib. iv. cap. 17. 
p. 881.) or rather to that violent storm, called maletnboreas, 
which happened to the Jews at Joppa, got in boats to the 
sea, in which their boats perished, with a violent noise, the 
people howling, and the waves roaring at the same time; 
of which Josephus gives a very tragical description, De 
Bello Jud. lib. iii. cap. 29. p. 855. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 34—36. Ylpoalxtrt Se kavrdtq, &c. But take heed 
to yourselves, &c] Here our Saviour calls upon the be- 
lieving Christians, to take care and use the greatest vigi- 
lance that they do not miscarry in this dreadful season, by 
reason of that excess and luxury, which may render them 
unmindful of it; or those cares, which may render them 
unwilling to part with their temporal concerns, lest they 
should be involved in that ruin, which would come on 
others as a snare, suddenly and unexpectedly; and that 
they should add to this vigilance, constant prayerto God, 
that they might be found worthy to escape these tremendous 
judgments, and might stand safely and boldly before the 
Son. of man, when he comes to execute them on the unbe- 
lieving. Jews. Whence note, , 

First, That God s promise of a deliverance to the Christ- 
ians then, was only conditional, provided* that they took 



care to avoid those sins, which might render them ob- 
noxious to these judgments, and to do those things which 
might render them worthy to escape them. 

Secondly, That there is to be a connexion of pur endea- 
vours with the Divine aid and providence for our preser- 
vation; and that* we are not to expect preservation imme- 
diately from him, without the use of those means, which he 
hath put into our power to effect it* 

CHAR XXII. 

1. iM OW the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which 
(from the beginning of it) is called the Passover. 
' 2. And the chief priests and scribes sought [*] how they 
might (safely) kill him ; for they feared the people. 

3. Then [ 2 ] entered Satan into Judas, surnamed Iscariot, 
being of the number of the twelve (which attended him). 

4. And he went away (from the twelve), and communed 
with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray 
him to them. 

* 5. And they were glad (of the motion), and covenanted 
to give him money, (even thirty pieces of silver, Matt. 
xxvi. 15.) 

6. And he [ 3 ] promised (to make good his word), and he 
sought opportunity to betray him to them in the absence of 
the multitude (as arzp ox\ov, without tumult)* 

7. Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the 
passovermust (according to the law) be killed. 

* 8. And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare 
us the passover, that we may eat (of it). 

9. And they said to him, (or, for they had said to him, 
Matt. xxvi. 17. Mark xiv. 12.) Where wilt thou that we 
prepare (it)? 

10. And he said to them, Behold, when ye are entered 
into the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher 
of water; follow him into the house where he entereth in. 

11. And ye shall say to* the good man of the house, The 
Master saith unto thee, Where is the guest-chamber, where 
I shall eat the passover with my disciples ? 

12. And he shall shew you a large upper .room fur- 
nished : there make ready. 

13. And they went, and found (it) as he had said to 
themj and they made ready the passover. 

14. And when the hour (of eating it) was come, he sat 
down, and the twelve apostles with him. 

15. And he said to them, With [ 4 ] desire I have desired 
(i.e. I have earnestly desired) to eat this passover with 
you before I suffer : • 

16. For I say to you, I will not any more eat thereof, 
until it (that which was typified by it) be fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God (procuring your spiritual redemption by 
the oblation of the true paschal Lamb). 

17. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, 
Take this, and divide it among yourselves: 

18. For I say to you, I will not (any more) drink of 
the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. 

19. And. he took bread, and gave thanks (over it), and 
brake it, and gave (it) to them, saying, This (bread given) 
is (the memorial of) my body which is given for you: 
[ 5 j this do (break bread henceforth this) in remembrance 
of me, (giving my body to be broken for you, 1 Cor. xi. 24.) 
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20. [ 6 ] Likewise also (he took) the cup after (the end of 
the paschal) supper, saying, ( The tvine contained in) this 
cup is ( the memorial of) the new testament (or covenant 
ratified) in my blood, which is shed for you, (for the re- 
mission of your sins, Matt. xxvi. 2S.) 

21. But, behold, the hand of him that bctrayeth (or de- 
livers) me (up to the chief priests) is with me on the table. 

22. And truly the Son of man gocth, as it was f 7 ] deter- 
mined (by that God, who, by his prophets, hath foretold my 
sufferings): but (yet) woo to that man by whom he is be- 
trayed ! 

23. And they began to inquire among themselves, which 
of them it was that should do this thing. 

24. And there was also a [ a ] strife among them, which 
of them should be accounted tho greatest (in Christ's 
kingdom). 

25. And (to remove the causes of that strife) he said to 
them, The kings of the gentiles exercise lordship over them 
(at pleasure); and they that exercise authority over them 
are called benefactors, (or, they who are called benefactors, 
or princes, exercise authority upon them as their subjects: 
see Matt. xx. 25. Mark x. 42.) 

26. But ye shall not be (or do) so (i. e. ye shall not 
exercise such dominion over others in my kingdom): but he 
that is greatest among you, let him be (subject) as the 
younger (are to the elder, 1 Pet. v. 5.) and he that is chief, 
( let him be) as he that doth serve. 

27. For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he 
thatservcth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I (the 
head of this kingdom) am among you as he that serveth 
( and so shall you be among others). 

28. Tfe are they that have continued with me in- my 
temptation ( i. e. my low and afflicted state on earth). 

29. And (though I permit you no dominion over others at 
pleasure, but a ministry only for their good, yet) I appoint 
you to a p] kingdom, as my Father hath appointed to me 
(giving you power in my name to preside over my church, 
making laws, as I have done in his name, by which they shall 
be governed); 

30. That ye may eat and drink at my table (and so have 
the honour of grandees) in my kingdom, and (may) sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel (and so may 
have the highest power in it). 

31. And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
hath [ 10 ] desired to have you, that he may sift (i.e. toss and 
shake) you ( by temptations), as wheat (is tossed and shaken 
in a sieve). 

32. But I have prayed for thee (who wilt suffer most by 
his temptations), that thy faith fail not (utterly): and when 
thou art converted (i.e. returned from thy fall), strengthen 
thy brethren (subject to the like temptations). 

33. And he said to him> Lord, I am ready to go with 
thee, both into prison, and to death. 

34. And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not 
crow this day (in the morning), before that thou shalt 
thrice deny that thou knowest me. 

* 35. And he said to them, When I sent you without purse, 
and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, 
(We lacked) nothing. 

3G. Then said he to them, But now, he that hath a 
purse, let him take it (with him), ancllikewisc his scrip ; 
and he that hath no sword, ["] let him sell his garment, and 



buy one (i. e. now the times will be so perilous, that I have 
need to warn you to arm yourselves, as much as may be, by 
faith and patience, against the danger of them). 

37. For I say to you, This that is written (of me) must 
yet be accomplished in (upon) me, (viz.) And he was 
reckoned among the transgressors, (Isa. liii. 12.) for the 
things (written) concerning me (will) have an end (or 
accomplishment). 

38. And they said, Lord, behold, here aro two swords. 
And he said unto them, It is enough (to answer my de- 
sign, for I intended only, by this monition, to warn you of 
the distresses that were now approaching, that you may be 
prepared for them). 

39. And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to tho 
mount of Olives ; and his disciples also followed him. 

40. And when he was at the place, he said to them, Pray 
that ye enter not into temptation (i. e. that you be not 
overcome by it). 

41. And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's 
cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, 

42. Saying, Father, if thou be willing, let this ["] cup 
pass from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be 
done. 

43. And (upon this prayer) there [ w ] appeared to him 
an angel from heaven, strengthening him, (by letting him 
know he should be heard in that he feared, Heb. v. 7.) 

44. And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly : 
and his sweat was as it were [ M ] great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground. 

45. And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to 
his disciples, he found them sleeping ; for (their great) 
sorrow ( had dispirited them, and so rendered them sleepy). 

4G. And (he) said to them, Why sleep ye ? rise and 
pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 

47. And while he yet spake, behold (there came to ap- 
prehend him) a multitude, and ( with them) he that was 
called Judas, one of the twelve,. (who) went before them, 
and he drew near to Jesus to kiss him (this being the 
sign given, by which they that were with hint should know 
Jesus). 

48. But Jesus said to him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son 
of man with a kiss? (Art thou guilty of such vile hypocrisy 
as to make this the signal of thy treachery ?) 

49. When they which were about him saw what would 
follow, they (not rightly apprehending the meaning of his 
words, vcr. 4G.) said to him, Lord, shall .we smite with the 
sword ? 

50. And one of them (not staying for an ansiver) smote 
the (a) servant of the high-priest, and cut off his right'ear. 

51. And Jesus answered (i.e. spake with relation to that 
action) and said, [ 1S ] Suffer ye (me) thus far (to be at li- 
berty as to restore the man to his ear). And he touched his 
ear, and healed him. 

52. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, and [ l6 ] cap- 
tains of the temple, and the elders, which were come to 
him, Be ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and 
staves ? 

53. When I was daily with you in the temple, ye 
stretched forth no hands against me : but [ 17 ] this is your 
hour, and the (hour of the) power of darkness (i. e. the 
devil and you, his instruments, are now permitted to com- 
pass my death). 
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54. Then they took him, and led him, and brought him 
into the high-priest's house. And Peter followed afar off. 

55. And when they ( the servants) had kindled a fire in 
the midst of the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat 
down amongst them. 

56. But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire,, 
and earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was 
also with him. 

57. And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not. 
08. And after a little while another saw him, and said 

(as he had heard from another maid), Thou art also of 
them. And Peter said, Man, I am not. 

59. And about the space of an hour afteT another con- 
fidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was 
with him : for he is a Galilean. 

CO. And Peter said, Man, I know not (any thing of) 
what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, 
the cock crew. 

61. And (then) the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. 
And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had 
said to him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. 

62. And (upon this) Peter went out, and wept bitterly. 

63. And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and 
smote him. 

64. And when they had blindfolded him, they struck 
him on the face, and asked him, saying, (Tliou, who callest 
thyself a prophet) prophesy, (or, tell us) who is it that 
smote thee ? 

65. And many other things blasphemously spake they 
against him. 

66. And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people, 
and the chief priests, and the scribes, came together, and 
led him into their council, saying, 

67. Art thou the Christ? tell us (whether it be so or 
not). And he said to them, If I tell you, ye will not be- 
licve ( me) : 

68. And if I also ask you (questions to convince you that 
lam so, as formerly I have done, xx. 3.) ye will not answer 
me, nor let mc go ; 

69. ( Yet this I do assure you, that) hereafter (arrb rov vvv, 
from this time of my death) shall the Son of man (soon) sit 
on the right hand of the power of God. 

70. Then said they all, Art thou then the ["] Son of 
God? and he said to them, Ye say that (which) I am. 

71. And they said, What need we any farther witness ? 
forw6 ourselves have heard, (out) of his ownmouth, (that 
he styles himself the Son of God, and so blasphemes, by 
making himself equal with God, John v. 18. x. 33.) 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXII. 

[ l ] Ver. 2. HOTS avzktocrtv avrov, How they might take 
him away.] i. e. Without a tumult of the people. (Mark 
xiv. 2.) 

[ e ] Ver. 3. Eitrf/XS-f S2 £ SaravSc ug 'IouSav, TJien entered 
Satan into Judas.] That is, two days before the Passover : 
for, first, as for that supper in which our Saviour gave him 
the sop, at which Satan entered, the Scripture doth expressly 
tell us, that it was held ttqo rfc kogrrig rov navx**, before the 
feast of the Passover, John xiii. 1. And when our Saviour, 
having given him the sop, said, What thou doest, do quickly ; 



some of our Lord's disciples thought that Christ had bid 
him buy those things which were needful for the paschal 
feast, (ver. 29.) whence it is evident that feast was not yet 
celebrated by them;- and here St. Luke saith,. Satan en- 
tered into Judas, and he consulted with the high-priests, 
and with the soldiers, how he might deliver him up unto 
them : and then it follows, ver. 7, 8. then came the days of 
unleavened bread, and Christ said to his disciples, prepare 
the passover for us, that we may eat; so that Satan must 
have entered into Judas before the passover was prepared. 
The apostle declares, that Satan IvtgyuTat, inwardly work- 
eth in the children of disobedience, (Eph. ii. 2.) and leads them 
captive at his will. (2 Tim. ii. 26.) When therefore Judas 
had, through the temptation of his covetousness, robbed 
even the poor of the charity designed for them, (John xii. 6.) 
Satan suggests unto him another way to satisfy his avarice, 
even the betraying of his Master for a sum of money; and 
when this suggestion prevailed with him to go to the 
high-priests. with that question, What will you give me to 
betray him? (Matt. xxvi. 15.) then Satan fully entered into 
him, and carried him on, without remorse, to the perform- 
ance of that horrid enterprise. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 6. *E%wno\6yri<rz, And he promised.] i.e. Consented 
to do the thing : for that this doth not only signify to con- 
fess, and to give thanks ; but also to consent and engage, 
is evident, not only from the institution of Theophilus,* 
where we read thus 5 Trpo^irreig, Trpofxirroj, rovr tan, opoXoyug, 
6/zoXoyw, that is, ojuoXoyetv to promise ; but from Phavo- 
rinus, who renders 6JU0X07W, awrlStziiai, ovju^jut, I promise,' 
I consent, of which import of the word .we find many in- 
stances from Plato, Xenophon, Demosthenes in Constant 
tine ; so that e^wjuoXoyijcre is here well rendered, he promised, 
or consented to the price : nor is it to be wondered that 
St. Luke, born at A ntipch, where there was an academy, 
and studying in the universities of Greece, should use this 
word, not as the Septuagint, but as those Grecians did. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 15. "EmOvfiiq ImOv^aa, &c. With desire I have 
desired to- eat this passover with you before I suffer.] I cannot 
here see, what Grotius and others affirm, that Christ gives 
here a reason why he would anticipate, the paschal- supper, 
our Lord himself giving a reason of these words in the fol- 
lowing supper, viz. that hewould eat no more of it, till that 
which was typified by this paschal lamb was fulfilled in the 
kingdom of heaven; that is, till he, who is styled our pas- 
chal Lamb, was offered, and, by his death, had procured to 
men a liberty from that death, by the fear of which- they 
were formerly kept in bondage, (Heb.ii. 15.) and, in perpe- 
tual memory of his oblation, and' the benefits purchased by 
it, had instituted a new paschal supper, in which his dis- 
ciples should eat at his table with him. That our Lord 
did not antedate the paschal supper, see in the discourse 
on that subject. m , 

[ 5 ] Ver. 19. Touro ttou?itz,Do this in remembrance of me.] 
That is, say. the papists, sacrifice this, very absurdly ; for 
who ever read in any Greek author, that awjua ttoluv signi- 
fied to sacrifice a body ? nor do the Latins say, facere vie- 
timam, but facere victima, understanding sacra. Moreover^ 
it is said also of the cup tovto Troture, do this, (1 Cor. xi. 25.) 
and yet it is not the cup by which the new covenant is sa- 
crificed, but by which it is established ; nor do the papists 
say this cup is sacrificed, but only that it is consecrated by 
those words. 
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[•] Vcr. 20. 'QaavTwg teal to iroTijptov, uito to Sinrvijocn, 
&c. Likewise also the cup, after sapper, saying, This cup is 
the new testament of my blood.] Hero is a double meto- 
nymy; (l.)that of the cup for the wino contained in it; 
(2.) that of the sign for the thing signified by it, the wine 
being the symbol of that blood in which that new cove- 
nant was established; And this, saith the evangelist, was 
said after the paschal supper, to signify that this cup per- 
tained not to the solemnity of the Passover. 

[ T ] Ver.22. Kal 6 fitv vibe tov avSptbvov noptvtTai Kara to 
topKTfilvov, And the Son of man goeth, as it tvas determined 
(of him); but (yet) ivoeto that man by whom the Son of man 
is betrayed!] Kara to wpiofitvov, i. e. according to the pro- 
phecies concerning the death of Christ, made by counsel 
and appointment of God. From the woe, denounced upon 
Iiim that should betray the Messias,'we learn, that he was 
highly criminal in so doing, and therefore could not be 
under an absolute necessity of doing so: therefore, who, 
from these words, gather that Judas was, from the be- 
ginning of this action to the end, under an absolute neces- 
sity of doing as he did, by virtue of the decree of God im- 
pelling him to this action, render Judas free from guilt; 
and to them, saith Grotius, we may say as Irenaeus* did to 
Florinus, maintaining that some souls were not by choice, 
but by nature, good; and others were, by nature, evil : these 
doctrines are not sound, nor consonant to the sentiments 
of the church ; nay, they induce the greatest impiety ; these 
things, neither the ancients, which were before us, and 
which .were the disciples of the apostles, delivered, nor 
durst our heretics assert. Since God is good, saith Plato,f 
rve must by no means allow any body to say, he is the cause 
of the evil done by any ; but must by all means repel and 
reject such opinions; and indeed all the ancients unani- 
mously held, that neither prophecies, nor the prescience 
nor the decrees of God, laid any necessity upon the will of 
man; for they who assert this, saith Origen,J absolve sin- 
ners from all guilt, and lay the charge of all the evils which 
they do upon God, as, by his decree, prescience, or predic- 
tion, laying upon tlmn that necessity, which will not suffer 
them to do otherwise. Tliey also (saith he) take away to t<p* 
-fifitv, the freedom of our mill, and with that all praise and 
disjwaise, or all difference betwixt things worthy of praise or 
reprehension. § Tliis doctrine also cuts off all that is said 
of the equity of the Divine judgment, and of the threats 
made against, or the punishments inflicted on, the wicked, 
and of the promises of a better life, and the reward of them 
that do welL — For (saith Clemens of Alexandria]!) there is 
no difference betwixt faith and infidelity, nor is either of them 
worthy of praise or dispraise, if they have irporryovntvtiv tx\v 
in tov ra wavra Sui/arou <pv<riKT)v ava*yk*Tjv, an antecedent phy- 
sical necessity from God: nor are praises or reprehensions, 

rewards or pimishmeiits, just, % uvTng\pvx^ ix°^ a ^ T ^ v ^ ov ' 
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aiav rffc opfiTjg kai afopfirig,if the soul hath not a freedom of 
desiring or abstaining from things, but is carried on to them 
by an unwilling necessity. God, saith Irenaeus,* hath always 
preserved to man hisfreedom and power over his own actions, 
" ut justi damnentur, qui non obediunt ei," that they may 
justly be condemned who do not obey him: for man (saith 
Justin Martyrf) Would neither be worthy of praise or re- 
ward, oifK atf iavTOv i\6utvog to ayaSbv, did he not of himself 
choose what is good, but was so by nature; nor, being evil, 
could he be justly punished, if he were not so of himself; %a\X 
ovStv Svvajuvos tlvat ?rt/>ov Trap 8 lytyovu, but COllld be no 
other than what he was made ; for we are crowned or pu- 
nished, dta to itf y/Mv,for that which it is in our power to do. 
And this they especially apply to this fact of Judas. For 
(saith Chrysostom) neither is prescience the cause of wicked- 
ness^ nor does it induce a necessity of doing it: for Judas 
was not a traitor, because God foresaw it; but he foresaw 
it, because Judas would be so* (See the note on Acts ii.23. 
iv.28.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 24. 'EyivtTo dl koI <jn\ovtuzla, There was also con- 
tention, which of them should be accounted the greatest.] i. e. 
Which of them should be so : for that Bok(u> is oftentimes 
an expletive, see 1 Cor. vii. 40. I see not any reason why 
interpreters should here *say, this account of their conten- 
tion is misplaced, since in the other evangelists it is men- 
tioned after Christ's admonition concerning his passion, 
viz. Matt. xx. 25. Mark x. 42. Here Christ saith more than 
he did there. ' , ^ > * . 

[ 9 ] Ver. 29. Ka'yw dtarlOtfiai vfuv, &c. And I appoint you 
to a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed to mel\ Christ 
speaks not hero of the heavenly kingdom common to all the 
faithful, but of a kingdom proper to his apostles, viz. that as 
his Father had given him power to make laws, by which all 
his subjects should be governed, and to which they should be 
subject, so did he give to his apostles power to deliver to 
Christians those evangelical laws, which they should all be 
obliged to obey. Now hence it follows, that the gospels 
and epistles of the apostles must be owned as the laws of 
Christ ; and whereas the nobility in a kingdom use to be 
known by two things, the honour and the power imparted 
to them — their honour in eating at the king's table ; their 
power in having a share in the government under the king — 
therefore our Saviour represents the honour of his apostles 
by eating and drinking with him at his table, and their 
pow^r by judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 31, r O Saravac i^Tnawro v/iag, &c. Simon, Si- 
mon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may 
sift you as ivheat: Vcr. 32. but I have prayed for thee, that 
thy faith fail not.] Here note, 

First, For the consolation of good men, that Satan can- 
not afflict or tempt th§m without Divine permission. (Job 
i. 12.) 

Secondly, That Satan is said avnuaai, to sift those whom 
he tempts and afflicts; because afflictions toss and shake 
them, as wheat is tossed and shaken in a sieve. 

Thirdly, That Christ prayed, that the faith of Peter might 
not fail, not because he was constituted by him the head of 
the church; but because he was so infirm in faith as to 
deny his Master thrice ; whence he deserved to make ship- 
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wreck of his faith by the subtraction of Divine grace, and 
had actually done so, had not his sudden conversion ob- 
tained the pardon of his sin. 

Note, lastly, That it is the duty of those, who truly 
have repented of their faults, to commiserate the fall of 
others, and be solicitous for their confirmation in the faith. 

["] Ver. 36. Kai 6 fxrj ex^v, &c. And he that hath no sword, 
let him sell his garment, and buy one.] This is not a com- 
mand to buy a sword, or to use one to repel force with 
force, as is apparent, partly because Christ saith here, two 
swords are enough, ver, 38. which sure they could not be 
for the repelling those that were to come. against them; and 
partly because he Teprehends Peter for using one in this 
manner, Matt xxvi. 52. It is therefore, only a monition, 
that the times were now to be so perilous, that, if, things 
were to be acted by human power, there would ,be more 
need of swords and purses than ever: and by saying that 
two swords were enough, some good interpreters think, 
he designed they should understand, he spake not this to 
bid them provide swords, but rather to acquaint them by 
symbols after the oriental manner, with the approaching 
danger, that they by faith and patience might be the better 
armed against it. According to the descant of Theophy- 
lact, ovtw irpovoeiaSz kavrwv wg KivSivoig kcl\ 7ro\ifioig irpoa- 
KQovaovTtg. So provide for yourselves as persons that may 
expect to meet with perils and wars. 

- [ 12 ] Ver. 42. Ei j3ovXfi napavzyKiiv to irorripiov tovtO'Cltt 
l}iov, Father, if thou be ivilling to remove this cup from me.*] 
He, by the Jewish phrase of a cup, expresseth his death : 
so R. Caijah comforts R. Lakis upon the death of his son, 
by saying, This is the path which hath been trod since the 
beginning of the creation; many have drunk, and many shall 
drink, of this cup. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 43. "Q^Srj SI avrt[> ayyeXog an ovpavov Iviayptov 
ahrbv, And there appeared to him an angel from heaven 
strengthening him.'] In St. Jerome's* time these wwds seem 
to be wanting both in some .Latin and Greek copies, as is 
insinuated in these words cited in the margin:- nor hath 
Ambrose any thing of this angel in his commentary on this 
chapter. But Epiphanius,f answering an objection of the 
Arians, contending Christ could not be God, on l7rt§kro koI 
l<rxyog ayy&wv, because he wanted the help of angels, ac- 
knowledged, that this was written in the Gospel of St. Luke, 
making no mention of any variation of the copies; whence 
it may be conjectured, this variation happened after the 
conflict with the Arians. But whereas Woltzogenius saith 
after them, that this anxiety and consternation of our Lord, 
which required that he should be strengthened.by an angel, 
proves he was not God; he might as well have hence con- 
cluded, that he was not filled with the Spirit above measure ; 
and* before he made this conclusion, he should have con- 
futed Grotius, saying here, that the Divinity dwelling in 
him had subtracted his influence ; whence Clirist, being left 
to his human nature, needed the comfort of an angel: for 
otherwise, he who with a word made the whole band of 
soldiers fall to the earth, (John xviii. 6.) and healed the ear 
of Malchus with a touch (ver. 51. of this chapter), sure 
gave sufficient indications of the Divinity residing in him. 



* "In qnibnsdtra exemplaribns, tarn Gnecis qnam Latlnis, invcnUnr, acrjbenlo 
Lnca, Apparuil illi angclus de Ccclo aonfartaiu earn." Adr. Felag. lib. ii. f. 103. F, 
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' ["] Ver. 44. 'Eylvero Se 6 iSpwg avrov itoJi $po/xj3oi eu/iaroc, 
And his sweat was as it were great drops of blood.] I own 
that these words do not certainly signify that the matter of 
.this sweat was blood, but only that it was thick and viscous, 
like to blood falling from the nose in a small clot, at' the 
end of bleeding; but I see nothing why this might not be 
so great an agony, as to force blood out of his capillary 
veins to mix with it, this being no unusual thing: for Ari- 
stotle* says, ?}Srj rtvig VSpwtrav 'alfxarwdri iSpwra, some have 
sweat a bloody sweat; and again,f JiSrj.-ntriv ISpwaai owlj3yj 
alfxartiSu irtpirTwiian Sta Kax*%iav, some, through an ill habit 
of body, have sweat a bloody excrement. And Diodorus 
SiculusJ saith of the Indian serpents, that if any one be 
bitten by them, he is tormented ivith excessive pains, Kaipvmg 
iSpwTog alfxaToetdovg Karu-^, and seized with a bloody sweat. 
' V s } Ver. 51. 'Eare 2wc tovtov, Suffer ye thus far.] I do not 
think that Christ spake this to his disciples, bidding them 
to permit his enemies to deal thus with him, and not to do 
any thing for his rescue, but rather that he spake thus, to 
the soldiers, Permit this injury, or assault, offered by one 
of my apostles, which I will presently repair: for it fol- 
lows, and he healed him; and this he said and did, partly 
to shew, that he who had such a power to heal and throw 
down his enemies was taken willingly, and not for want 
of power to preserve himself, and partly to preserve, his 
apostles from, their assaults. 

[ l6 j Ver. 52. Kai (rrparriyovQ rov f lepov, And captains ofthe 
temple.] It is past doubt with me, saith Dr. Lightfoot, that 
these captains of the temple were not the Roman soldiers 
placed in the tower of Antonia, of whose conspiring 
against the life of Christ'. we read not; but the captains of 
the several watches of the temple: for, say the Jews, the 
priests kept watch in three places in the temple; and the 
Levites in twenty-one; and to every one of these watches 
there was a chief, they consisting of many, and to them 
all one, who was eminently apxyybg, the captain, or chief 
ruler of the temple. But these; say some, could not be 
Jews, because they kept watch at the Passover, and on the 
sabbath. To this I answer, that the Jews did not think 
their feasts or sabbaths were profaned by service done in 
and for the temple on that day. (See* the notes on Matt, 
xii. 5.) :That the Jews had then such watches, we learn 
from those words of Pilate, Matt, xxvii. 65. ix^re Kovarioiiav, 
Ye have a watch: that the office Qf the priests and the 
Levites was called a warfare, see note on 1 Cor. ix. 7. 
That these captains were not Romans may probably be 
argued even from their name, captains of the tempU; which 
name is never given by Josephus to the governors ofthe 
soldiers in the tower of Antonia; they being by him called 
<Ppoipapxot,§ the governors ofthe castle /'whereas the officer 
is still called 6 arparriybg, the ruler ofthe temple, both by 
the Scripture, (Acts iv. 1. v. 24. 26.) and by Josephus :|| and 
by Dr, Lightfoot he is supposed to be the same with the 
man of the mount, so often mentioned in the Jewish 
writers,- or the ruler ofthe mountain ofthe house. And by 
what we read of him, both in Josephus and the Scripture, 
he seems to be an officer ofthe high-priests, appointed to 
bring them who offended in. the temple (as the apostles 

, * Hisl. Animal, lib. iii. cap. 19. t De Pari. An. lib. iii. cap. 15. 

♦ I/ib. xvii. p. 560. § Antiq.lib. xviii. cap.-6. p. 6?4- F. 

U Tou$ U wigl 'Avayfay tov «££«£« «*i Toy c-Tpttrnyo? *Ayavoy inras it; *Psfy*«¥ aitintpfy , 
Antiq, lib, xx. cap. 5. 
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were thought to have done, by preaching in it Jesus) to the 
high-priest and Sanhedrin, to be punished. 

["] Vcr. 53. Avttj ifiwv l<mv v fy>a, teal v l%ovaia tov <tk6- 
towc, This is your hour, and the power of darkness.'} i. e. 
This is the time in which it is permitted to you to exercise 
your malice, and execute your bloody designs against mc, 
and in which Satan is permitted to rush upon mc with his 
most furious temptations. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 70. 2u ovv il 6 vibe tov Otov, Art tjiou then the 
Son of God?— I am. Ver. 71. What need we any fartlter 
tvitnesses? Matt. xxvi. 63. 65. Behold, ye have heard his 
blasphemy.] They conclude Christ guilty of blasphemy, 
and, consequently, of death, because he styled himself the 
Son of God, not in their sense, in which they allowed that 
of the Psalmist to belong to him, Thou art my Son, Psal. 
xxvii. 12. but in his own; i. e. because being a man he 
made himself God. (John x. 33.) Whence it is manifest, 
(1.) that in the sense of the Jews, to own himself the Son of 
God, and to make himself God, was the same thing. (2.) 
Hence also it is certain, that the Jews of that age did not 
think the Mcssias was to be God, but only a man, who could 
not challenge to himself divinity, seeing they never con- 
clude him a blasphemer, because he said he was the 
Christ, but only because he said he was the Son of God; 
by that making himself equal ivith God, (John v. 18.) and 
because he declared he shortly was to sit at the right hand 
of Power. (Matt. xxvi. 64.) 

CHAP. XXIII. 

1. AND the whole multitude of them (of the Sanhedrin) 
arose, and led him to Pilate. 

'2. And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this 
fellow perverting the nation, and f 1 ] forbidding to give tri- 
bute to Cassar, (sec xx. 25. by) saying that he himself is 
Christ a King. 

3. And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of 
the Jews? He answered and said, Thou sayest it (i. e. it 
is as thou hast said). 

4. Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, 
I find no fault in this man. 

5. And they were the more fierce (upon these words of 
Pilate), saying, He stirreth up (all) the people, teaching 
throughout all Jewry, beginning from [ 2 ] Galilee to this 
place. 

6. When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked them, whe- 
ther the man was a Galilean. 

7. And as soon as he knew that he belonged to Herod's 
jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod^ who himself was also at 
Jerusalem at that lime. 

8. And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: 
for he was desirous to sec him of a long season, because 
he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have 
seen some miracle done by him. 

9. Then he questioned with him in many words; but he 
answered him (to) nothing. 

10. And the chief priests and scribes stood (before Herod) 
and vehemently accused him. 

11. And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, 
and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe (as 
a mock king), and sent him again to Pilate. 

12. And the same day Pilate and Herod were made 



friends together : for before they were at enmity between 
themselves. 

13. And Pilate, when he had called together the chief 
priests, and the rulers, and the people, . 

14. Said to them, Ye have brought this man to mc, as one 
that pcrvcrteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined 
him before you, have found no fault in this man touching 
those things whereof ye accuse him : 

15. No, nor yet Herod : for I sent you to him (to whose 
jurisdiction he belongs); and, lo, nothing (as to one) worthy 
of death is done to him (by Herod). 

16. I will therefore [ 3 ] chastise him (as if he were to die), 
and (then I will) release him (as the fittest person to be re- 
leased at this feast). 

17. (This he said) for (because) of necessity ho must 
release one to them at the feast (of the Passover). 

18. And (but) they cried out all at once, saying, Away 
with this man, and release to us Barabbas: 

19. Who for a certain sedition made in the city, and for 
murder, was cast into prison. 

20. Pilate therefore (being) willing to release Jesus, 
spake again to them (of releasing them). 

21. But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 

22. And he said to them the third time, Why (are ye so 
desirous of his death)? what evil hath he done? (For my 
part) I have found no cause of death in him: I will there- 
fore chastise him, and (then) let him go (as the fittest per- 
son to be released at this feast). 

23. And they were instant with loud voices, requiring that 
he might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the 
chief priests prevailed (at last with Pilate to consent to his 
crucifixion). 

24. And (so) Pilate gave sentence that it should be as 
they required. 

25. And he released to them him that for sedition and 
murder was cast into prison (viz. Barabbas), whom they 
bad desired ; but he delivered (up) Jesus to (be dealt with 
according to) their will. 

20. And as they led him away (bearing his cross, John 
xix^ 17. finding him weak, and not well able to sustain it), 
they laid hold on one Simon, a Cyrcnian, coming out of the 
country, and on him they laid the -cross, that he might bear 
it after Jesus. 

27. And there followed him a great company of people, 
and of women, which also bewailed and lamented him. 

28. But Jesus turning to them said, Ye daughters of Je- 
rusalem, (ye have cause to) weep not for me, but for your- 
selves, and for your children. 

29. For, behold, the days are [ 4 ] coming, in which they 
shall (find cause to) say, Blessed are the barren, and the 
wombs that never bare, and the paps that never gave suck. 

30. Then shall they bpgin ( to feel such calamities as will 
cause them) to [ 5 ] say to the mountains, Fall on us ; and to 
the hills, Cover us (from the wrath of God, Rev. vL 16.) 

31. For if Ihcy do these things in a [<>] green tree, (i. e. to 
me a righteous person, Ezek. xx. 47. xxi. 2, 3.) what shall 
be done in the dry? (i. e. to those wicked persons who, like 
the dry tree, are fit to be burned in the fire.) 

32. And there were also two other malefactors led with 
him to be put to death. 

33. And when they were come to the place, which is called 
Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors; 
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one on the right hand, and the other on the left (hand of 

Jesus). 

34. Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know- 
not what they do, ( £ e. tvho it is they crucify, Acts xiii. 27.) 
And they ( viz. the soldiers) parted his raiment, and cast 
lots (for his upper garment, John xix. 23, 24.) 

35. And the people stood beholding (him). And the rulers 
also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let 
him (now) save himself, if he be the Christ, the chosen 
of God. 

36. And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, 
and offering him p] vinegar, 

37. And saying, If thou be (indeed) the King of the * 
Jews, save thyself. 

38. And a superscription also was written over him in 
letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew (viz.), This 
(man) is the King of the Jews. 

39. And one of the malefactors which were hanged 
railed on him, saying, If thou be (the) Christ, save thyself 
and us (also). 

40. But the other [ 8 ] answering rebuked him, saying, 
Dost thou not fear God, seeing thou art in the same con- 
demnation? (i. e. Dost thou not fear him now that thou art 
wider the sentence of death?) 

41. And we indeed (are sentenced to die) justly ; for we 
receive (only) the due reward of our deeds : but this man 
hath done nothing amiss (whereby to deserve this sentence). 

42. And he said to Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 
comestinto thy kingdom (to be the judge of all men, and to 
exercise all power in heaven and earth). 

43. And Jesus said to him, [ 9 ] Verily I say to thee, To- 
day shalt thou be with me in paradise (and there enjoy the 
greatest blessing which belongeth to the members of my 
kingdom). ; m • 

4A. And it was about the sixth hour (when he was cruci- 
fied), and there was darkness over all the earth (or land 
of Palestine) until the ninth hour. 

45. And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple 
(which parted the inward temple from the sanctuary) was 
rent in the midst. 

46. And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, 
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having 
said thus, he gave up the ghost. 

47. Now when the centurion saw what was done, he 
[ I0 ] glorified God, ( by) saying, Certainly this was a righte- 
ous man. 

48. And all the people that came together to that sight, 
beholding the things that were done, smote their breasts, 
and returned (to their houses full of trouble for it). 

49. And all his acquaintance, and the women^that fol- 
lowed him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these 
things (and were sad). 

50. And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a coun- 
sellor; and he was a good man, and a just: 

51. The same had not consented to the counsel and deed 
of them (who condemned Jesus); ho was of Ariraathea, a 
city of the Jews : ( and he was one) who also himself waited 
for the kingdom of God (i. e. expecting it should suddenly 
appear). 

52. This man went to Pilate, and begged the body of 
Jesus. 

53. And (by his permission) he took it down, and 



wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre which was 
. hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid (taking 
this care, that our Lord's body might not be cast into ,the 
common place assigned for malefactors). , . 

54. And that day was the preparation (i. e. Friday), and 
the sabbath drew on. 

55. And the women also, which came with them from 
Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how 
his body was laid. 

56. And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments 
(to embalm him); and rested (from doing this) on the sab- 
bath-day, according to the commandment. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXIII. 

[*] Ver. 2. KAI' KoAvovra Kaiaapt $6povQ StSovat, And for- 
bidding to give tribute to Ccesar.] That here they lie against 
their own conscience, is evident from Matt. xxii. 21. Put 
yet this lie was covered under two specious pretences; 
first, that he professed himself King of the Jews, which 
these hypocrites here abuse, to render him odious to the 
Romans, though they themselves still gave this. title to the 
Messiah : secondly, that he was a Galilean, and so likely 
to embrace the opinion of Judas Gaulonites,, who held it 
was not lawful to pay tribute to Caesar. (See ver. 6.) 
' [ 2 ] Ver. 5. 'A7to Taktkaiag^ From Galilee.) They seem here 
to mention Galilee, to incite Pilate against him, as a sedi- 
tious person, (see the note on xiii. 1.) and to confirm their 
suggestion that Christ was so ; and also to insinuate, that 
he was an enemy to Caesar, forbidding to pay tribute to 
him: they of Galilee being prone to sedition, and rebel- 
lious upon that account, whence some of them were slain 
by Pilate. 

[*] Ver. 16." Tlatdtvaac ovv avrov cnroXvao), I will there- 
fore chastise him, and let him go.~] Note, that this chastise- 
ment was not in order to his crucifixion, and therefore not 
that punishment the Romans used to inflict upon male- 
factors, as a preparative to their crucifixion, (of which, see 
Lipsius de Cruce, lib.ii. cap. 2.) for Pilate intended it in 
order to his release ; he therefore seems willing to inflict 
upon him the punishment so common among the Jews to- 
wards those who did perversely against their law and their 
traditions, that he might exempt him from that death they 
did so studiously endeavour to expose him to. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 29. The days will come in which ye shall say, 
fxaKapiat ml orugat, Blessed arc the barren.] This theymn- 
doubtedly had occasion to say at the siege of Jerusalem, 
and during the war against the Romans, not only on the 
account of the loss of their children, and the sale of them, 
who were under seventeen years, for bond-slaves ; ,but 
chiefly on the account of that famine in Jerusalem, which 
forced Mary, the daughter of Eleazer, to eat her, own suck- 
ing child : upon which, saith Josephus,* there was a vehe- 
ment desire of the famished persons to die, teal fxaicapHfubc 
twv <t>Qa<ravT<i)v irpiv (movant mx\ StaaacrSai Kaica rr\KiKavra, and 
he counted himself blessed that he could die before he saw or 
heard such evil things. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 30. Tort apZovrat \lyttv ratc.o/>E<rt, irlmrt i<f VftaC* 
Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall mums.} 
That this is a proverbial expression/used Hos. x.*8. notto 
be fulfilled by what the Jews should then say, but by what 



* De Bello Jnd. lib, vii. cap. 21. p. 955. D. 
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they should aftcrtvard suffer, is evident in itself, and con- 
fessed by the Jews ; for thcTargum upon Ilosea speaks thus, 
He will bring such judgments upon them, which will render 
their condition as miserable, as if the inountains should cover 
them,,and the hills fall ujion them: sec the like words, Rev. 
yi. 15, 16. 

[ 6 J Ver. 31. "On u lv t$ vy$$ KvXy ravTa iroiovmv, lv t<£ 
%*r4 ri ylvt)T<xi ; For if these things be done in the green tree, 
what shall be done in the dry?] The good and just man is, 
by the prophets and Jews, represented under the metaphor 
of a green tree, or a tree whose leaves do not wither, Psal. 
i. 3. of a green olive-tree, Psal. Hi. 10. of a green fir-tree, 
Hos. xiv. 8. of a tree whose leaves are ever green, Jer, xvii. 
8. Whereas of the wicked it is said, his branch shall not be 
green, Job xv. 32. -ThusGod by Ezekiel threatens, that he 
will ad off every grem tree", and every dry tree in Jerusa- 
lem, Ezek. xx. 47. that is, as it is interpreted, xxi. 3. that 
he will cut off the righteous and the wicked; and it is pro-, 
verbial among the Jews, that two dry sticks will burn a 
green one; i. e. that the company of two wicked men will 
corrupt, and bnng judgments upon a good man. 

[*] Ver. 36. y O£oc irpoa<p(povTtg «vn?> TJie soldiers offered 
him vinegar.*] Dr.Lightfoot shews from iElius Spartianus, 
Capitolinus, and Trcbellius Pollux, that vinegar was the 
usual drink of the soldiers: two cups were therefore of- 
fered to Christ, one of wine mixed tvith myrrh, before ho 
was nailed to the cross, (Mark xv. 23.) and this was offered 
by the Jews; as the custom was to do towards men con- 
demned to capital punishments; the other of vinegar by the 
soldiers, in a scoffing manner, after he was nailed to the 
cross. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 40. y A7rOKptBelg & tTEpog, tTrtrf/xa avry, &C. But the 
other answering rebuked him, &c:] Almost all interpreters 
that I have read hero say, that this thief began his repent- 
ance upon the cross; and hence others are apt to con- 
ceive, that though they repent only at the last gasp, they 
may enter into paradise, as he did; 'but this is but a pre- 
carious supposition at the best, and like to prove a broken 
reed to the Christian that depends upon it. For, 

First, It is not certain that this thief only then began to 
act the penitent ; for any thing we know to the contrary, 
he might have begun that work in prison long before, and 
so the whole foundation of their hopes, who depend upon 
this instance, is built upon a great uncertainty. 

Obj. And whereas in favour of this opinion it is said, 
■that both the thieves upbraided him, and therefore this thief 
must do so at the first, and after that repent: 
■ Ans. I answer, That St. Luke here expressly says, that 
-one of them only did it, and that the other did rebuke him 
for it ; and therefore, to reconcile him with St. Matthew, 
let it be observed, that it is usual in the evangelists to 
ascribe that to many which agrees only to one of them : 
N (see the note on Matt, xxvii. 38.) so that is said to be writ- 
ten in the prophets, which is only written in one of them, 
as Will be evident from comparing Mark i. 2. Mai. iii. 1. 
John yi. 45. Isa.liv.13. Acts xiii.40. Hab. i.5. (SeeGlas- 
sius,*lib. iii. tr.l. dc Nomine Can. 27.) 

Secondly, This probably was the first time that this thief 
had the knowledge of Christ, or was acquainted with him ; 
he therefore haply had no call, no day of grace, before this 
hour, and so he brake no vows or covenants, abused no 
grace vouchsafed, sinned against no such light and strong 



convictions, resisted no such strivings of the Spirit, as they 
who live under the gospel-dispensation must have often 
done. "What comfort therefore can this example give to 
them, who, having once been washed in the laver of rege- 
neration, still wallow in the mire; who, having often heard 
the joyful sound, have slighted all the promises, despised 
all the threats, been deaf to all the callings of the word, 
abused all the means of grace, and resisted all the motions] 
of the Spirit? and to whom Christ may say as to the Jews, 
how oft ivould I have gathered you under my wings, and ye 
would not? 

Thirdly, Observe, that this thief improved his time at 
last in that extraordinary manner, as perhaps no man ever 
did before, or will hereafter ; he then believed Christ to be* 
the Saviour of the world, when one of his disciples had be- 
trayed, another had denied him, and all of them had for- 
sook him ; to be the Son of God, the Lord of life, when he 
was hanging on the cross, suffering the pangs of death, and 
seemingly deserted by his Father ; he proclaims him the' 
Lord of paradise, when all the Jews condemned him, the 
gentiles crucified him, as an impostor and a malefactor ; 
he feared God, acknowledged the justice of his punish- 
ment, and did with patience submit unto it; he condemned 
himself, and justified the holy Jesus, declaring that he had 
done nothing amiss; he was solicitous, not for the preser- 
vation of his body, but the salvation of his soul; not only 
for his own, but the salvation of his brother thief, whom he 
so charitably reprehends, so earnestly requcsteth not to 
proceed in his blasphemous language, so lovingly inviteth 
to the fear of God : so that the glory which he did to 
Christ by his faith and piety upon the cross, seems such 
as the whole series of a pious life in other men can hardly 
parallel. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 43. 'A/n/vAtyw <rot, trrjfitpov fitr IfAOv co-y lv Tt$Trapa- 
May, Verily J say unto thee, To-day thou shalt be with me 
in paradise.] That the w r ord crfyupov, to-day, is not to be 
connected with I say, as if the sense were this, I say to 
thee to-day; but with the woTds following, so as to contain 
a promise, that the thief should even that day be in para- 
dise, as to his better part, appears from the familiar phrase 
of the Jews, who say of the just man dying, 2W DW to- 
day he shall sit in the bosom of Abraham. Secondly, To 
be sure Christ spake in that sense in which the thief could, 
and in which he knew he w r ould, understand hira ; now he 
being a Jew, would surely understand him according to 
the received opinion of his nation concerning paradise ; 
"now they plainly held it to be the place into which pious 
souls, separated from the body, were immediately received. 
Hence sprung that oracle of the Chaldees,* Seek paradise, 
the glorious country of the soul: hence their kind wish for 
the dying or dead person, Let his soul be in paradise. Now 
hence it follows, (l.)that the souls of men die not with 
their bodies, but remain in a state of sensibility. Christ 
here commends his into the hands of God, ver. 46. where 
the souls of the just are, Wisd. iii. 1. in peace, ver. 3. and 
in hope, ver. 4. (2.) That the souls of good men after 
death arc in a happy state, a state of joy and felicity ; for 
paradise, saith Philo/fis <rfy//3oAov ypvxvc vnb irXfiOovg *at 
fityiOovg xapag avaaKtpTwar\g, the representation of a soul 
leaping for fulness and greatness of joy; and it is, accord- 



• Aruc, F. 11. 3. 



t De Plant. No*, p. 171. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XXIV.] 



ON THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE. 



3S1; 



ing to Tertullian,* a place of Divine delights. So that, as 
the thief could only be there that day by the presence of 
his soul, so could not his soul be there without the greatest 
joy and felicity. (Sec Examen Millii bis in locum.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 47. *E&>&Hrc rbv Gzbv, &c: He glorified God, say- 
ing. Certainly this was a righteous man.] For whosoever 
doth confess that Jesus is the Christ, doth it to the glory of 
the Father, (Phil; ii. 11.) by giving him the glory of his 
truth in giving testimony to him. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

1. Ill OW upon the first day of the week, very early in the 
morning, they (i. e. the women, mentioned xxiii. 35.) came 
to the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had pre- 
pared, f 1 ] and certain other (women came) with them. 

2. And (being come) they found the stone rolled away 
from ( the month of) the sepulchre. 

3. And they entered in (to the outward sepulchre), and 
(stooping down to look into the inward, they) found not 
the body of the Lord Jesus (there). 

4. And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed 
thereabout, behold, two r men stood by them in shining 
garments: 

5. And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces 
to the earth, they said to them, Why seek ye the living 
among (i. e. the place of) the dead? ; 

G. He (whom ye seek) is not here, but is risen: remem- 
ber how he spake to you when he was yet in Galilee, (that 
he would rise the third day, Matt. xvii. 23.) 

7. Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, and be, crucified, and the third day 
rise again. 

8. And they remembered his words, 

9. And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these 
things to the eleven, and to all the rest. 

10. ( And) it was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and 
Mary the mother of James, and other women that were 
with them, which told these things to the apostles. 

11. And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and 
they believed them not. • 

12. Then arose Peter, and ran to the sepulchre ; and 
stooping down, he beheld ,the linen clothes "laid by them- 
selves, and departed, wondering [ 2 ] in himself at that which 
was come to pass. 

13. And, behold, two [ 3 ] of them (who belonged to Jesus) 
went the same day to a village called Emmaus, which was 
from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 

14. -And they talked together of all these things which 
had happened. 

15. And it came to pass, that, while they communed to- 
gether and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went 
with them. 

16. But their eyes were [ 4 ] held, ( either miraculously, or 
by his appearance in another form, Mark xvi. 12.) that 
they should not know him. 

17. And he said to them, [ 5 ] What manner of commu- 
nications are these that ye have one to another, as ye 
walk, and arc sad? 

18. And one of them, whose name was Cleopas, an- 

* Apo!, cap: 47. 



swering said to him, Art thou only a[?] stranger in Jeru- 
salem, and hast not known the things which are come;to 
pass there in these days ? 

19. And he said to them, What things? And, they, said 
to him, ( The things) concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word (in miracles and, 
doctrine) before" God and all the people : 
. 20. And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered 
him (up) [ 7 ] to be condemned to death (by Pontius Pilate), 
and (thereupon) have crucified him : ■ .• 

21. But we trusted that it had been he which should have 
redeemed Israel : and beside all this, to-day is the third 
day since these things were done (i. e. the very day in which 
he promised to rise again). 

22. Yea, and certain women also of our company made 
us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre (of Jesus) ; 

23. And when they found not his body, they came (to 
us), saying that they had also seen a vision of angels, which 
said that he was alive. 4 * . , . , 

24. And certain of them that were with us (viz. Peter 
and John), went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as 
the women had said : but him they saw not. 

25. Then he said to them, [ 8 ] O fools, and slow of heart 
to believe all that (which) the prophets have spoken! 

26. Ought not Christ (according to the Scriptures) to 
have suffered these things, and (then) to enter into, his 
glory ? 

" 27. And beginning at [ 9 ] Moses and (going through) all 
the prophets, he expounded to them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself. 

28. And they drew nigh to the village whither they went: 
and he ( kept on walking, and so) [ 10 ] made as though he 
would have gone farther. . 

29. But they (by their entreaties) [ u ] constrained him, 
saying, Abide with us : for it is towards evening, and the 
day is far spent. And he went in to .tarry with them. 

30. And it came to pass,- as he sat at meat with them, 
[ 12 ] he took bread, and blessed it, and brake (it), and 
gave (of it) to them. 

31. And their eyes were opened (that which obstructed 
the discerning of him being removed), and they [ 13 ] knew him ; 
and he vanished (or conveyed himself secretly) out of their 
sight. 

32. And they said one to another, Did not our hearts 
burn within us (i. e. was there not in us a great warmth of 
affection), while he talked with us by the way, and while 
he opened to us the Scriptures ? 

33. And they rose up the same hour, and returned to 
Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and 
them that were with them, 

34. ( And heard them) [ u ] saying, The Lord is risen in- 
deed, and hath appeared to Simon. 

35. And they told (them) what things were done in the 
way (to Emmaus); and how he ( the Lord) was known of 
them in breaking of bread. 

36. And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the 
midst of them, and said to them, Peace be to yon. 

37. But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed 
that they had [ 15 ] seen a spirit (rather tlian a real body, 
because they knew not how he came in to them). 

! 38. And he said to them, Why are ye troubled? and why 
do (such) thoughts arise in your hearts ? 
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39. Behold my (pierced) hands and feet, ( and see) that 
it is I myself (that speak to you): [ l6 ] handle me, and see; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as yo see me have. 

40. And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his 
hands and his feet. 

41. And while they yet (firmly) believed not for joy, 
and wondered (hoio this could be, thinking it tvas too good 
to be true, and rather might- be a pleasant dream, Psal. 
cxxvi. 1.) he said to them, Have ye here any meat? 

42. And they gave him a piece of broiled fish, and of 
a honeycomb. 

43. And he took it, and did ["] eat it before them (for 
farther confirmation to them that he liad a real body). 

44. And he said to them, These (things) are (done ac- 
cording to) the words which I spake to you, while I was 
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were 
written [ u ] in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and 
in the Psalms, concerning me. 

45. Then (by the special operation of the Holy Ghost) 
[ 19 J opened he their understandings, that they might under- 
stand the Scriptures (concerning his death and resurrection, 
which as yet they -knew not, John xx. 9.) 

46. ^And said to them, Thus it is written, and thus it 
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the 
third day : 

47. Arid that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem (i. e> that all men should be called to repent, 
Actsxvii.30. and to believe in him, for the remission of 
their sins). 

[48. And'ye are ( to be) [*] witnesses of these things. 

49. And, behold, (in .pursuance of that end) I (shall 
shortly) send the pVomise of my Father (i. e. the Holy 
Ghost promised by him,' Joel ii. 28.) upon you: but tarry 
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with (this) 
power from on high. (Isa. xxXii. 15.) 

50. And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he 
lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 

51. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, (that) 
lie was parted from them, and (was) carried up into heaven. 

52. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusa- 
lem with great joy : 

53. And (they) were [ 21 ] continually in the temple (at 
the hours of prayer), praising and blessing Godi Amen. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXIV. 

[}"] Ver. 1. *KAI' rivtq avv avTaig. And some other xoomen 
of Jerusalem with them.] Viz. Joanna and Mapia tov 'Iok^JSou, 
Mary the mother of James, as we read Mark xv. 40. So 
in Herodotus "ASpaoroc « TopSilw rov MtScw, Adrastus the 
nephew ofGordius and father of Midas: in iElian,* 'OAvjuTfiae 
?j A\i%av$pov, Ohjmpias the mother of Alexander ; and in 
Stephanus,*f- rj SrjiroXiG a7rb AcuSaAov rov 'Iicapov tj lv Aviciq, 
a city in Lycia, built by Dcedalus, the father of Icarus: 
SO Acts vii.16. jrapa rwv vidv 'Eju^op tov Sv^/i, of the sons 
of Emmor, the father ofSychem, for so he was. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 12. JTIpoc iavrbv Sai^a&jv, Wondering in himself] 
So Luke xviii. 11. :rpoc lavrbv 7iy>o<n]6x £ro > & e prayed by 
himself 



* Yar. Hist. lib. xiii. cap. 30. 
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[*] Ver. 13. Avo 1% avruv, Tw&ofthem.] Not of tlie apo- 
stles, for these two returning told what passed betwixt 
Christ and them to the eleven apostles, ver. 33. 35. but 
two of the rest that were with them, ver. 9. 33. The vil- 
lage Einmaus, to which they were going, was not that Em- 
maus near Tiberias, so called from the hot baths there, 
for that was in Galilee ; but a village in the tribe of Judah, 
sixty furlongs from Jerusalem, say St. Luke and Josephus ;* 
thirty, saith his translator. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 16. Oi & 6<p9a\fioi avrwv kparovvro, But their 
eyes were held.] That they knew him not might be, not 
because their eyes were held by a miracle, but because he 
appeared to them, lv Iripq. juoptf»J, in another form or. shape, 
than that which formerly he had when he. conversed with 
them, Mark xvi. 12. and which when they knew him might 
be changed; for that their eyes did not perceive him, 
through grief, as Mr. Le Clerc conjectures, is not very 
likely, for though they were sad, (ver. 17.) we read not 
that they wept; and seeing it elsewhere said, that the Lord 
opened the eyes of Balaam to see the angel, Numb. xxii. 
31. and the LoTd opened the eyes of the young man to see 
chariots of fire, 2 Kings vi. 17. and the Lord opened the eyes 
of the host of the king of Syria, ver. 20. which was with- 
held from seeing, or struck blind, ver. 18. — I say, seeing 
in all these cases doubtless an extraordinary power was 
exerted, I believe rather according to the plain import of 
the words, that God withheld the eyes Of Hagar from see- 
ing the well, 'and then opened her eyes, Gen. xxi. 19. l>y 
taking away that impediment, and that here Christ some way 
withheld their eyes from perceiving him, and then removing 
that impediment opened their eyes that they knfetv hini. 

[ 5 J Ver. 17. Ttvec oi Aoyoi ovrot; Wliat manner of com- 
munications are these?] Christ asks, saith Woltzogcnius, 
not because he knew not what they said, for what could he 
be ignorant of, who knew men's hearts and reins? 'but to 
give them an occasion to begin the discourse. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 18. Sv /jiovog 7fapotKug lv 'Wpovad^fjfi ; Art thou 
only a stranger in Jerusalem?] UapotKklv here may signify 
to be "extra patriam/'o/zc of another country, and, as so, a 
stranger to the affairs of Judea and Jerusalem. So the 
seed of Abraham were irapotKoi lv y§ aXkorpiq, strangers in 
another country, Acts vii. 6. Moses was irdpoiKdQ, a stran- 
ger in the land of Midian, ver. 29. the gentiles, not yet 
called to be fellow-citizens with the saints, are %(vot kol 
7rapoiKoi, strangers and aliens, Eph. ii. 19. and, according 
to this metaphor, the patriarchs are said 7rapottceiv, to so- 
journ in the land of promise, as in a strange country, Heb. 
xi. 9. the Christians to live in this world, cue TtapolKovq, 
as strangers and pilgrims, 1 Pet. ii. 11. the time they 
spend here is the time irapoiKiaq aurdlv, of their sojourning, 
1 Pet. i. 17. So also the philosopher^ held, that heaven 
was their own country, that they were r?}c 7roXewc ^ic avw- 
Tan)Q 7ro\iTai, citizens of the city above, and strangers in this 
world : hence any one, who is ignorant of what is done 
in any place, is styled a stranger in it: so Antoninus J 
saith, they are Uvot kqvjiov, strangers in the hvorld, who 
knew not what is done in it : and Cicero § speaks thus to 



- * AjUjCMtevj kwiyiw t£# 'npwoXvfxxY <rrattws i£Sxwr«, Do Bello Jud. lib. vii. eap. 
27. p. 983. 

f AnnoL lib. iii. f. 11. ' $ Anton, lib. iv. §. 29. 

§ Ad Atticum, lib. ir. n. 13. lib. vi. a. 33. See Orat. 38. n. 24. 
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Atticus, I desire thee " ne illuc hospes veniain," that I may 
not come thither as a stranger ; that is, as ignorant of things 
done there: and again, it is something for him that comes 
to Rome, " non esse hospitem et peregrinum," not to be ig- 
norant of what is done there; and, in his familiar epistles, 
he writes for instructions in what is done in the common- 
wealth/' Ne hospes plane veniam,"* that he might not come 
thither as a stranger. So here, Art thou a stranger? i. e. 
Art thou ignorant of things well known to all that dwell at 
Jerusalem? 

[ 7 ] Ver. 20. Elc npi/ia Savarov, To the sentence of death.'] 
So 1 Kings iii. 28. All Israel heard to Kpijxa rovro, this ju- 
dicial sentence of king Solomon : to Kptjia tov Mwa/3, is 
God's sentence against iloab, Jer. xlviii. 46. and to Kpifia 
BafivXSitog, his sentence against Babylon y li. 9. Let my sen- 
tence to Kpifxa fxov y come forth from thy presence, saith the 
Psalmist, xvii. 3. (See the note on Rom. iii. 4.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 25. O fools!] Hence note, that the command, 
Matt. v. 22..is not always transgressed by this expression; 
but only then, when it is used without cause, from an un- 
due commotion of spirit, or a mind evilly affected towards 
our brother. 

p] Ver. 27. Kal aplapuvog curb Utjaltjg, &c. And begin- 
ning from Moses, he expounded the things concerning him- 
self] If the things concerning him relate to his sufferings 
and future glory, mentioned in the preceding verse, we 
may hence learn, that the Mosaical sacrifices, and espe- 
cially the solemn anniversary expiation, typified the suffer- 
ings of Christ; as also did the oblation of Isaac, and the 
lifting up of the brazen serpent." 

[ 10 ] Ver. 28. npocr£7ro«Tro TroppoApb) TtopzvzaSai, He made 
as if he wotdd have gone farther.] Yea, perhaps he would 
have done so, had they not been urgent with him to abide 
with them, ver. 29. or he seemed to them by continuing on 
his course to be willing so to do: so Mark vi. 48. tjScAc 
iraptkSuv avTovs, he would have passed by them: not that 
Christ intended this, but that he seemed to them by conti- 
nuing his course on the sea to be willing so to do: here 
therefore was no dissimulation in Christ ; but only in the 
disciples and apostles a mistaken conjecture from his walk- 
ing. Now, though words ought to be the certain interpret- 
ers of our minds; and therefore ought not to be used so 
as that we may be deceived by them; yet walking hath no 
certain signification, nor was instituted to be a certain in- 
dication of the mind, and so there seems here to be no just 
occasion for the long discourses, which some hence make 
of lying, simulation, or dissimulation; here being no in- 
stance of that kind. 

["] Ver. 29. KaliraptfitaZovTO avTov, And they constrained 
him, saying.] They laid this constraint upon him only by 
their earnest desire i so Lot^ KaTtfiiaZtTo, constrained the 
angels to lodge with him, Gen- xix. 3. so Jacob constrained 
Esau to accept his presents, Gen. xxxiii.ll: so Judg. xix. 
7. 2 Kings ii. 17. v. 16. Matt. xi. 12. Luke xvi. 16. Acts 
xvi. 5. see note on Gal. ii. 14. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 30. Aaj3wv tov ttpTov tvkoyniat, Kal nkaaag e7rcS$oy 
avTolg, lie took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave 
it to them.] This he did, say the papists, when he cele- 
brated tho sacrament, Luke xxii. 19. therefore here also 
he celebrated the sacrament, though in bread only. This 

• Lib.ii.n. 21. 



he did, say I, when he fed the four and five thousand ; for 
then aprovc £vXoyij<rc teal KXaaac £<Wc, he blessed the bread, 
and, breaking it, gave it to his disciples to give to the mul- 
titude : (Matt. xiv. 19. Mark vi. 41. viii. 6.) and will 
they say, that then also he celebrated the sacrament before 
the institution of it? 2. To make of bread a sacrament, 
it is absolutely necessary, according to them, that Christ 
should say, Tliis is my body, which here he said not; if 
they rejoin, that this is to be understood, I say, with as 
much reason, that wine, the usual concomitant of a supper, 
is to be understood; and so here will be no example of 
communicating in one kind. 3. If Christ here celebrated 
a sacrament without wine, he also consecrated without 
wine; which yet the papists say is never to be done. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 31. Kal iwlyvwaav avrbv, And they knew him.] 
Christ having now removed the obstruction from their 
eyes ; for he would s conceal himself from them for a sea- 
son, that he might more freely discourse with them; when 
he had done that sufficiently, he would be known to them, 
for the confirmation of their faith. And, when they had 
obtained the certain knowledge of him, a<pavTog iylvtTo, he 
ivithdreiv himself again out of their sight, either by a sud- 
den change of place, or by a cloud cast over his body : 
whence we can no more argue, that he had only an airy 
body, than that he bad the like when Ixpifiri, he hid him- 
self, passing through the Jews,, when s they were' about to 
stone him, John viii. 59. Where this word is used of Pe- 
lops in Pindar,* it signifies one that was lost, and no where 
to be found, though much sought after by the men his 
mother sent to look after him ; and I grant to Mr. Clerc, 
that a man may be lost, and not found by them that seek 
after him, without a miracle, but afavTog air avTwv lyivtTo, 
he became invisible to them, or disappeared from them, 
seems to carry the matter higher, though it may be other- 
wise. 

[ w ] Ver. 34. Alyovrag, Saying.] They found the eleven, 
saying at their very entrance, Tlie Lord is risen, or those 
that were with them, ver. 33. thus greeting them before they 
could speak. 

[ 15 ] Ver. 37. 'ESokovv irvtv^ia Sewpeiv, They supposed they 
saw a spirit.] i. e. A phantasm, or a spirit assuming the 
shape of Christ, and appearing to them in it ; viz. because 
they heard no noise of any doors opening, or of feet mov- 
ing towards them: and so, though they doubted not of 
Christ's resurrection, (ver. 34.) yet might they, for these 
reasons, doubt of this appearance of him in the midst of 
them without knocking at the door for entrance, or giving 
any indications of his coming to them. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 39. See my hands and feet, ^T/Xa^/jaare /xc, han- 
dle me.] Christ proves that he had a true body from the 
evidence of their sight and touch : and the apostles testify 
to the truth of the resurrection of his body, as being that 
which their eyes had seen, and their hands had handled, 
1 John i. 2. Therefore those senses must be sufficient to 
testify the truth of any body, and much more the truth of 
the'substanee of bread remaining after the sacrament, con- 
firmed alsp by the taste and smell; and the denial of this 
must render the argument of Christ here, and the testK 
monies of the apostles, infirm: our Saviour goes on in 
confirmation of the same thing, by saying, A spirit hath not 

* Oljmp. 1. 72, 
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flesh and bones, as ye see me have. Now certain it is, that 
our Lord's argument must be firm; it therefore must be 
certain, that evil spirits cannot assume such a body as will 
"not yield unto the touch, but only a mere phantom, or an 
'aerial appearance of a body, which cannot cheat the touch 
and eyes of men. And, 2. that good spirits, if they can 
assume a more solid body, yet canDot put illusions upon 
men in things belonging to their faith, or be sent by. God 
for such ends. 

["] Ver. 43. He did eat before them.] Not to satisfy any 
Lunger his body could have after his resurrection, but to 
prove to them that his body was truly raised; and seeing it 
cannot be supposed, that Christ in this action designed 
any illusion, it follows from his truly eating, Tnathis body 
had those parts by which meat is chewed, and a stomach 
'to receive it. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 44. All things must be fulfilled which are 
written Iv rc£ v6fit^ Muxriojg, ical 7rpO(prtraig, ical ^aXfxotg nepl 
ifiov, m the law of Moses, and in tjie prophets, and the 
Psalms, concerning me.] This division of the books of the 
Old Testament obtained in our Saviour's time, as Jose- 
phus* witnesseth, who saith, We have only twenty-two 
Divine books; of which five are the books of Moses, thirteen 
the writings of the prophets, four contain hymns to God and 
documents of life; of whichhymns the Psalms obtained the 
first place. 

[ J 9] Ver, 45. Tote &//v<h?ev avrwv rov vovv, &c. Then he 
opened their minds, that they might understand the Scrip- 
tores.] It is one thing to open raq ypa<f>a$, the Scriptures 
• themselves, or to explain them ; and another, to open their 
understandings to perceive them; Christ did the latter, 
probably by giving them now some first-fruits of that 
spirit of prophecy, which fell more plentifully on them 
at the day of Pentecost. 

[*°] Ver. 48. 'Yfizle Si tore fiaprvptg rovrwv, And ye are wit- 
nesses of these things.] Christ's resurrection being a matter 



of fact, must be proved by the testimony of eye-witnesses, 
who, if they be honest men, and such as suffer the greatest 
prejudices in fortune, reputation, and life, for this testi- 
mony, wo have the greater reason to believe it ; for their 
honesty must render them unwilling to testify a falsehood ; 
their interest and prudence would not suffer them, without 
any necessity laid upon them, to testify a lie; much more 
to testify the grossest falsehood to their .utmost damage, 
and without any prospect of advantage : but farther, if they 
confirm this testimony by all kinds of signs, miracles, and 
wondrous powers, exercised by themselves and others, 
who embraced their testimony; if this was done in all 
places on all kinds of persons, for a whole age or ages, 
this renders it impossible they should thus attest a lie ; and 
therefore Christ bids them stay at Jerusalem till they were 
thus empowered by virtue from on high to confirm this tes- 
timony, Acts i. 8. 

Ver. 52; YlpbaKvvfoavTzg avrbv.] These words are re- 
jected by Dr. Mills, though they are owned by Jerome, 
Theophylact, and all the versions, and wanting only in his 
imaginary old Vulgar. 

["] Ver. 53. Kal Tjaav StaTravroc lv t$ Upt$, And they were 
continually in the temple.] Some, from these words, con- 
ceive they dwelt in some vTrtp^ov, upper room, or apartment 
of the temple, belonging to some priest or Levite, such as 
are mentioned 2 Kings xi. 2, 3. 2 Chron. xxii. 11, 12. But 
it is not easy to conceive, the Sanhedrin and rulers of the 
people would have permitted this; and yet notwithstanding 
all their hatred of and opposition to them, wo never Vead 
they thus dislodged them: they. therefore may be said to 
have continued always in the temple, as constantly resort- 
ing thither at the hours of prayer, as the sacrifices offered 
morning and evening are styled oXoKavrwfiara Bta7ravTo$, 
continual sacrifices, 1 Chron. xvi. 40. 2 Chron. ii.4. (See 
note on 1 Thess. v. 17. and Acts ii. 46.} 



THE 



GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN. 



WITH ANNOTATIONS. 



PREFACE. 

Jl5y way of preface to this Gospel, I shall endeavour to 
shew, 

First, Against some ancient heretics and modern Soci- 

• Au« M pha. rrffc to"; tMurt 0t0xU t x*J rofrruf rim fxU Itrrt Mmrl*s. ITfo-" 

rh Gth xal to7; ar0f«krci; wroSnxa; tov 0lw nr&xiyoiwj. Lib. i. contra Apion. p. 
1036. F.G. 



mans, that not Cerinthus, but St. John the evangelist, was 
the true writer of this Gospel. 

Secondly, At what time he writ it, and upon what occa- 
sion. And, 

Thirdly, Why Christ still spcaketh in this Gospel, as one 
that did and could no nothing of himself, but acted all 
things by commission from, and by the authority and power 
of, God the Father. And, 

§. 1. That not Cerinthus, but St. John the evangelist, was 
the true writer of this Gospel may be concluded, 

First, From these words, xxi. 23. Then went this say- 
ing abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should 
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not die; ver. 24. this is that disciple which testifies of these 
things, an$ wrote these things. For (1.) hence it is evi- 
dent, that he who wrote that Gospel was a disciple of 
our Lord, which Cerinthus never was. (2.) That he was 
that disciple whom Jesus loved, and who leaned on his breast 
at supper, and ivho said, Lord, tvho is it that betrayeth thee ? 
ver. 20. Now this is the constant periphrasis of St. John the 
evangelist throughout this Gospel, viz. John xiii. 23. xix. 
26. xxi. 7. the whole Christian world having still applied 
these sayings to St. John; who, being in this Gospel still 
mentioned by this periphrasis, and never by his proper name, 
as he is in the other evangelists, no better reason can be 
given of this, than that he was the writer of this Gospel, arid 
therefore named not himself. And (3.) it was that disciple 
of whom the fame went abroad among the brethren that he 
should not die: now this was so constantly applied to St. 
John the evangelist, that some of the ancients declare he 
died not at all, but was translated ; and others, thatrhe only 
lay sleeping in his grave. (See Dr. Cave in the life of St. 
John, sect. 8, 9.) And it was he alone of the twelve apo- 
stles who tarried till our Lord came to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, which he outlived many years. (See note on 
xxi. 22.) 

Secondly, For this we have the testimony of all the an- 
cient fathers in the church, they all concurring in this as an 
unquestionable truth, that this Gospel was written by St. 
John, the apostle of our Lord. This follows from what 
hath been already proved in the general preface ; viz: that 
the four Gospels were generally received by the universal 
church of God, as Gospels written by those authors whose 
names they bear. Add to this, that the Gospel of St. John 
was, saith Eusebius,* always reckoned among rag avavrip- 
p{}Tov$ ypa<j>ag, the books not controverted among Christians. 
And again, that the Gospel of John must be received as 
being known to all the churches of the world; and a third 
time, that this Gospel, with his first Epistle, was, without 
controversy, admitted both by the ancients and by those of 
his time. Irenaeus f informs us, that 'Iwavvr/c 6 fxaOriTrjg tov 
Kvpiov, John, the disciple of our Lord, who leaned upon his 
breast, writ his Gospel at Ephesus. Clemens % of Alexan- 
dria saith, *IwawTjv TTvtxtfiaTi ^co^opTj^vra, that St. John being 
moved by an afflatus of the Spirit, writ this spiritual Gospel. 
Origen § reckons the Gospel of St. John among the ra avav- 
rlpprrra, the Gospels received without dispute by every church 
under heaven. And Tcrtullian, among the apostles which 
instruct us in the faith, reckons St. Matthew and St. John; 
among the apostolical men that do it, Mark and Luke. 
(Contr. Marcion. lib. iv. cap. 2.) 

Thirdly, They who ascribed this Gospel to Cerinthus 
were guilty of a great absurdity/ as Epiphanius|| observes; 
for how could those things be wrote by Cerinthus, which 
do, in direct terms, contradict his doctrine : ho asserted, 
as Tertullian^* and others of the ancients testify, the doc- 
trine of the Ebionites, that Christ was born as other men, 



T3 x«t alrh dayytUov t*"; biro vlv olfctinv heyvxa-fxlvov ixxXrj rUts fffwrw anfxo%o- 
ytia- at — Taj* 5s 'txanov a-vyy^tfxfxa'racv iffa *r« ilayyt>.lm t xai h argOTfp* rZy fffwroX*? 
flr*f* ti rat? vt> kaI toi; W af^afot; aw/c*4>j'\*xTo? wfXQXtynrat. H. Eccl. lib. 111. 
cap. 24. p. 94. 96, 

t Lib. iii. cap. t. $ Apod Eoseb. 11. Eccl. lib. vi. cop. 14. 

$ Ibid. lib. vi. cap. 25. p. 226. || Hicr. 51. §. 4. 

% "Cerinthus Chrislom boraincm taatnmmodo sine Divinilalc conteudit. 1 ' Lib.de 
prescript. C. Hieron. in Catai. Script, verbo Jcbanne*. 



VOL. V. 



and was a mere man without the Divinity; whereas the au- 
thor of this Gospel declares him to be the Word, which, in 
the beginning,- was -with God, and was God; and that all 
things ivere made by Mm, and not by a virtue far separate 
and distant from God, as, saith Irenaeus,* Cerinthus held. 
Cerintjius therefore could not be the author of this Gospel, 
unless we will suppose that he forged a gospel under the 
name of an apostle, on purpose to condemn his own opi- 
nions. And this consideration is strengthened by the tra- 
dition of many of the primitive fathers and others, wh<? say 
expressly, this Gospel was written by St. John the disciplo 
of' our Lord, to -^remove that error which Cerinthus had 
dispersed among men ; or that he writ it against tlie doctrine 
of the Ebionites. 

And, lastly, whereas some Unitarians .have the confi- 
dence to conclude this Gospel was written by Cerinthus, 
because he and his followers did use this Gospel, it appears 
from Irenasus X an( * Epiphanius, that they did constantly 
reject it, and use only the Gospel of St. Matthew, and not 
that entirely. 

. §.2. The other objections of the same persons against 
this Gospel are the fruits of ignorance. For whereas,-' 
. First, They say, that " the other evangelists agree, that 
immediately after his baptism our Lord was led into the 
wilderness to be tempted forty days; this forger of St. 
John's Gospel saith, the next day after (his baptism) our 
Saviour spake with Andrew and Peter, and the day after 
went to Galilee." • 

Ans. This is a miserable mistake, of the next day after 
the Baptist returned his answer to the pharisees inquiring 
who he was, and why he baptized/(Johni. 29.) for the next 
day after Christ's baptism. The series of the story lieth 
thus; Christ, being t newly baptized, goes into the wilder- 
ness, and leaveth John at Jordan on Judea side. In the 
time of 6ur Lord's temptation, John, having finished his 
work at Jordan, goes over into the country beyond Jordan", 
out of the precincts of Judea, and into the Scythopolitan 
region, and baptized at Bethabara, at a water distinct from 
Jordan, and somewhat above it; thither some pharisees 
are sent to him by commission from the Sanhedrin, to in- 
quire of the authority by which he baptized ; the next day 
after they had made this inquiry, Christ cometh in sight; 
and John bears record to him ; and the next day after that 
he renews his record, saying, in the presence of Andrew; 
Behold the Lamb of God, ver. 29. 37. and he, following 
Christ, finds out Simon, and bringeth him to, Christ. 
• Obj. 2. " The other three evangelists suppose all along 
that our Saviour preached but one year, and therefore they 
reckon but one Passover, but (the* pretended) St. John 
counts three years, and three Passovers before' his death, 
which seems to be o,n unaccountable contradiction." 

Ans. But here again we find nothing but mistakes : for 
none of the three evangelists suppose that our Saviour 
preached but one year. This, at the first, was the opinion 



* Lib. i. cap. 25. 

t " Volens, per evangelii annuniiallouem, aoferre eum, qui a Ceriotho inseminates 
erathominibos, errorem." Ireii. lib. iii, cap. 11. p. 257. •' Adversus Cerinthnm ali- 
osque hicreticos, et maxime tuoc Ebionltarum dogma, consurgens." Hieron. Catal. 
Script, Catal. Prooem. in Matt. 

X X{£vti? yif to? xaraMctT$etiW*vityy&t<x *wi juffou?, KaUvptf oX*. Epiph. Hser, 30. 
$. 5. ** Idem dc Ebionseis dicit Ireneeus ; de Ccrinthianis quod Marcum prcefernlt :*' 
lib. iii. cap. 11. p. 258. 
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of the Valcntinians,* and other gnostics, not of tbo apo- 
stles or evangelists, and it is confuted by Irenacus from the 
Passovers of St. John ;, though some of the fathers fell into 
the same error, not on account of theso evangelists, but of 
the prophet Isaiah, saying, he was sent to preach the ac- 
ceptable year, of the Lord, Isa. Ixi. 2. that is, tho year of ju- 
bilee. (See note on Luke iv. 19.) 

Secondly, Though the other evangelists mention ex- 
pressly but one Passover at the closo of Christ's life, of 
which they speak to shew he was the true paschal lamb; 
yet are they so far from contradicting, that they confirm St. 
John's account of moro Passovers during the time of our 
Lord's preaching: for (1.) St. Matthew, xii. 1. St. Mark, 
ii. 23. St. Luke, vi. 1. speak of our Lord's .disciples pluck- 
ing ears of com on the sabbath-day , and, rubbing them in 
their hands > and eating the com; whereas, till after the Pass- 
over was over, and the first-fruits' sheaf offered, tvhich was 
always done the second day after the Passover, it was not 
lawful to eat either parched corn or green ears: (Lev.xxiii. 
14.) this therefore is a sufficient indication of one Passover 
then past. And this is still clearer from the words of St. 
Luke, who says they did this Iv (TafifiaTy divrepoirpwr^, on 
th^ first sabbath after, the second day of the Passover, or 
after the. oblation of the first-fruits' sheaf (see the note 
there): so : that Epiphaniusf: saith truly, iva M%g ivrtvOev, 
hence it is proved, that not St. John only, but St. Luke, and 
the other evangelists, mention more than one Passover. St. 
John mentions another Passover, vi. 4. in these words, and 
the feast s of the Passover teas near; and then immediately 
follows tho mention of the feeding five thousand people 
with five loaves and two little fishes ; now this miracle is 
recorded Matt. xiv. 15. Mark vi. 35. Luke ix. 12. and so 
they all suppose our Lord was also preaching at this other 
Passover. 

§. 3. As for the second inquiry, at what time, and upon 
what occasion, this Gospel was written by St. John, Ire- 
nasus saith only in the general, that he writ his Gospel 
during his stay at Ephcsns in Asia; but whether he wrote it 
there before his banishment from thence by Domitian, or 
after his return from it, or in the isle of Patmos, to which 
he was exiled, he saith not. The fathers^ of the fourth 
and fifth centuries do all agree, that he writ it either in that 
isle,§ or after his return from it, when he was ninety years 
old, saith Epiphanius ;|| when he was a hundred, saith 
Chrysostom:^ so that according to the account of all 
these ecclesiastical writers, St. John must have writ this 
Gospel a considerable time after the destruction of Je- 
rusalem. 

And yet the latter writers and commentators upon this 
Gospel have almost generally gone off from this opinion, 
asserting that St. John writ this Gospel in the** thirty- 



* Kat cri rS iuttKaroa jttuvj WaBtv, inavrS i»J, $ov\nrai aurh fxtra. to BairriTfXA 
autw *ix*jw^bai. Lib. i. cap. 1. p. 16. " Uno enira anno volnnl euro post baplismnm 
pnrdicasse." Lib. ii. oap. 36. vide cap. 39. 

t Han. 51. Met. 31. 

$ Mit£ -w tturoy airs t?; Ua.rfA.av fira*o£», Epipb. User. 51. §. 12. p. 434. Mar- 
tYrium Timothei apad Pbolinm, p. 1403. Albanas. Srnops. Scrip. Soidas id Toce 
Johannes. Prscfalio ad Jfoannem apad Angnstiaum. 

$ In Patraos, Dorotheas in vita apostol, 

|| Hacr. 51. nbi snpra. See note on Heb. iv. 3. 

% Serm. da Sancto Johanna Ap. tom. vi. p. 505. 

** Isidore lib. do Sanctis N.Teslamenli. Beda, Eulbrmins, Theopbjlact, NU 
cephoros. 



second or thirty-third year after our Lords ascension. 
And, 

* §.4. Touching the occasion of the writing of it, St. Je- 
rome * having told us that St. John writ this Gospel " ro- 
gatus ab Asiec cpiscopis adversus Cerinthum,aliosque hte- 
reticos," at the desire of the bishops of Asia against Cerin- 
thus, and the heresy of the Ebionites, who held that our Lord 
was a mere man; "unde et compulsus est Divinam ejus na- 
tivatatem edicere;" and so he ivas compelled to speak of his 
Divine original; in which opinion most of the latter writers 
agree with him : he adds another cause of writing this Gos- 
pel, current before and in his time, viz. thatf having pe- 
rused and approved the other three Gospels, he supplied tvhat 
was wanting in them, especially as to what our Saviour did 
before John was cast into prison. Accordingly Clemens of 
Alexandria and Eusebius say, that St. John observing that 
the other evangelists had written ra <rw/iar<fca, that is^ the 
series of our Lord's generation, according to the flesh, he 
writ a spiritual Gospel, beginning from the Divinity of 
Christ,- this being reserved for him, as the most excellent 
person, by. the Holy Ghost. (See and compare Euseb. 
Hist. Eccl. lib. iii. cap.-24. with lib. vi. cap. 14.) And that 
he did this to supply those'excellent discourses, and those 
signal miracles, which the other evangelists Jiad omitted, 
seems manifest from the whole tenor of this Gospel. 
. §. 5. I proceed to the third inquiry, why Christ still 
speaketh in this Gospel, as one who did and could do 
nothing of himself, but acted all things by commission 
from, and by the power and authority of, God the Father. 
' This is a matter of very great importance; for it is ob- 
servable, that whereas Crellius, in Iris book de uno Deo 
Patre, sect. 2. reckons up, thirty-six arguments against the 
Divinity of Christ; and Woltzogenius, in his Prceparatio 
ad utilem lectioncm librorum Novi Testamcnti, reckoneth 
up sixty against it; one half of them are taken from some 
passages of this Gospel. And the same author, in his pro- 
legomena to this Gospel, saith, that in no writing of the 
evangelists, or apostles, are there more arguments against the 
Divinity of Christ, thdn in this Gospel Nor have I yet been 
so happy as to see one author, who hath given sufficient, 
clear, and satisfactory answer to the arguments produced 
from this GoSpel against that necessary article: I could 
heartily wish that men so skilled in the controversies be- 
twixt us and the Socinians, as Dr. Edwards, of Jesus Col- 
lege, is, would rather give us a clear answer to the argu- 
ments of Crellius dc lino Deo Patre, against the Divinity of 
Christ, which is too much wanted, than furnish us M'itb-OT* 
tidotes against Socinianism, by producing arguments against 
it, whilst that and such-like books, unanswered, seem to be 
antidotes against antidotes. 

I have endeavoured in my annotations on this Gospel to 
do this, by asserting that our blessed Lord did execute his 
prophetic office by virtue of that unction of the Holy Ghost, 
which he received athis baptism; and that all the things, 
which the Socinians urge from this Gospel as arguments 
against his Divine nature, were spoken by him as acting in 



* Verb© Johan. 

t "Scd ct aliara caasam hujus Scriplanc ferunt, qnod cum legissel Malthas!, 
Marci, el Lucre yolamina, probaverit qnidem Icxlum lnsloriae, et vera eos dixisst 
firmaverit,sed nniua tanluni anai in qao etpassus est, posl earcerera Jobannis, histo- 
rian! texnissa Snperioris Icmporis, anlequam Johannes clanderelnr in carcerem, 

gesta narrarit." 
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that office here on earth; not by an immediate efflux; or 
exertion of his Divinity, but by virtue of the Holy Ghost, 
conferred upon him without measure. And that I may.not 
seem singular in this assertion, I shall strengthen it with 
the suffrage of some of our most able and judicious divines, 
and then confirm it from the plain testimonies of Scripture, 
and our Lord's own words. Now of those able and judi- 
cious divines, who concur with me in this notion, the first 
is Dr. Barrow, who, in his sermon on these words, Acts ii. 
38. Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, saith thus,* 
" The Holy Spirit not only conducted God our Saviour into 
his fleshly tabernacle, and, with unmeasurable communi- 
cations of himself, did continually reside within him, but 
also did attend him in the conspicuous performance of 
innumerable miraculous works of power and goodness, 
exceeding not only any natural, but all created power: 
such as were, by mere word and will, healing the sick, and 
restoring the maimed, ejecting .evil spirits, discerning the 
secret thoughts of men, foretelling contingent events, re- 
viving the dead, raising himself from the grave; .which 
works, some expressly, others by parity of reason,, are. 
ascribed to the Holy Spirit: for if (saith our Lord) I by 
the Spirit, of God cast out devils. Matt, xii. 28.. and God, 
saith St. Peter, anointed him with the Holy Ghost, and ivitb 
poiver, Acts x. 38" 

The second is.the judicious Dr. Scott,t who speaks thus, 
" When Christ came down into the world, to transact per- 
sonally with. men, he generally acted by the Holy Spirit; 
format his baptism we are;told, that the Holy Ghost de- 
scended on him in a bodily shape, Luke iii. 22. upon which 
it is said, that he went away/w?? of the Holy Ghost, Luke 
iv. 1. After which it is plain that it was by the Holy Ghost 
in him that he prophesied, and wrought his miracles; for 
so Isa. Ixi. 1. the prophet attributes the whole prophecy of 
Christ to the Spirit of the Lord, which was upon,him; and 
in Matt. xii. 28. our Saviour himself affirms, that he.castout 
devits by the Spirit of God; and therefore he saith that the 
Jews, by attributing his miraculous works Xo the devil, 
blasphemed against tkeHoly Ghost, Matt, xii, 31. because it 
was by the power of the Holy Ghost that he wrought them." 

The last is Dr. Lightfoot, who, in his note on Mark xiii. 
32. saith, u We must distinguish between the excellences 
and perfections of Christ, which flowed from the .hypo- 
statical union of the two natures, and those which flowed 
from the donation and anointing of the Holy Spirit From 
the hypostatigal union of the natures flowed the infinite 
dignity of his person, his impeccability, his self-sufficiency 
to observe the law, and to satisfy the Divine justice ; from 
the anointing of the Spirit flowed his power of miracles, his 
foreknowledge of things to come, and all kind of knowledge 
of evangelic mysteries : those rendered him a fit. and perfect 
redeemer; these a fit and perfect minister of the gospel." 

To illustrate and confirm this assertion, let it be con- 
sidered, 

First, That Jesus Christ, while he was on earth, deli- 
vered all his doctrines and precepts in his Father's name, 
or as one sent from him, and authorized to speak what he 
delivered in his name, according to those words of his 
forerunner, he vjhom God hath sent spedketh the words of 
God, John iii, 34. , 



• Vol. iii. serm. 45. p. 524. 



+ Vol. ii. par. ii, cap* 7. p. 60, 61. 



He himself often declares in express words, that he was 
-come in. his Father's name, John v. 43. that the Father 
had sent him, viii. 29. that he came not of himself , but he 
smt>him,veT. 42. that Vie came not to do his own will, but 
the will of him that sent him, vi. 38 — 40. 57. that the works 
which he did bare tvitness of him, that the Father had sent 
him,M 36, 37. that he spake those things which he* hud 
heard of, and seen tvith, his Father, viii. 26.' 38. and that 
the Jews were guilty of a great sin, in that they believed not 
in him whom the Father had sent, v., 38. Of .this doc- 
trinie he saith, my doctrine is not mine, but his that sent, m& ; 
and if any man will do his will, he shall know of the* doc- 
trine, whether it be of God, or. whether I speak of myself, 
vii. 16, 17. (see the note there:) that he spake not from 
himself but from him that sent him, ver. 18. that as his 
Father .had taught him, so he spake these things, viii. 28« 
that he had told the Jews that tenth which he had heard* of 
God, ver. 40. that the ivord which they heard was not his, 
but the Father that sent him, xiv. 24. that he had not spoken 
of himself ; but the Father which sent him gave him command- 
ment what he should say, and what he should speak: what- 
soever he spake therefore, even as the Father said to him, so 
he spake, xii. 49, 50. ;* andof his disciples he speaks thus 
to his Father, I have given to them the words which thou 
gavest me;. and they have received them, and have known 
surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that 
thou hast sent me, xvii. 8.: from all which sayings he. con- 
cludes; jhat lie that hear eth me, heareth him that sent me; 
and he imtt believeth in me, believeth in him that sent me, 
xii. 44. xm. 20. Consider, * 

Secondly, That he preached his doctrines, and delivered 
his sayings to the world, by virtue of that Spirit with which 
he was anointed ; so we learn plainly from those words of 
John the Baptist, iii. 24. He whom God hath' sent, speaketh 
the words, of God; for God giveth not the Spirit by measure 
to him. (See the note there.) So also he himself declares, 
in his first sermon preached at Nazareth after his tempt- 
ations; for having read those words of Isaiah, lxi. 1. Tlie 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives— to 
preach the acceptable year, of the Lord; he began to say to 
them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears, Luke 
iv. 18, 19. 21. 

Moreover, it seems essential to a prophet to act as he is 
moved, assisted, and incited by the Holy Ghost; for a pro r 
phet, saith Philo,* i'Siov filv ovdlv tnro^OlyytTai, speaks no- 
thing from himself , but all things from another: no prophecy 
being, saith St. Peter, l$iag i7ri\i<T£U)Q, of the proper motion, 
or incitation of the prophets, they speaking still as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. (2 Pet; i. 20, 21.) And it is 
essential to a prophet sent from God, and speaking in his 
Father's name,* to speak that only which he had received 
from him; even as other prophets did, that is, by inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost; whence by this Spirit our great Prophet 
is said to be sanctified, or consecrated to his office* and 
sent into the world, (x. 36.) 

Thirdly, The miracles he did on earth in confirmation of 
this mission and his doctrine, were also done by the assist- 
ance of the Holy Ghost. So we learn plainly from these 
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words of the apostle Peter, Acts x. 37, 38. Ye know how 
God anointed Jestts of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost, and 
with power (or, with the power of the Holy Ghost), who 
(thereupon) went about doing good, and healing all that 
were oppressed with the devil: for God was with him. And 
Christ himself affirms in one place, that he did cast out de- 
vils by the finger (i. e. the power) of God, Luke xi. 20. and 
in another, that he did cast them out by the Holy Ghost, 
Matt. xii. 28. from the collation of which two places we 
may rationally conclude, that what he elsewhere saith,. he 
did by the power of God, was done by the Spirit of God 
abiding in him : thus, when our Lord came from the wilder- 
ness, where he was tempted of the devil, he goes through all 
Galilee, healing every disease and every malady in thepeople: 
and the fame of him goes out through all Syria : and they 
brought to him all sick people, and all that were taken with 
divers diseases and torments, and those that were possessed 
with devils, and those that were lunatic* and those that liad 
the palsy; and. he healed them, Matt. iv. 23, 24. Now by 
what power he healed all these diseases and maladies, which 
raised this fame of him in Galilee, St. Luke insinuates, by 
saying, He returned in the power of the Holy Ghost into 
Galilee, and the fame of him was spread throughout all that 
region, Luke iv. 14. 

Moreover, our Lord declares he did, his miracles by the 
Father abiding in him, bidding the Jews believe his works, 
that they might know and believe that the Father was in 
him, and he was in the Father, John x. 37, 38. and chap, 
xiv. he proves, that he is in the Fatlier, and the Father in 
him; because (saith he) the Father that dwelleth in me, he 
doth the works, ver. 10. and, ver. 11. he adds, believe me 
that lam in the Father, and the Father in me; or else believe 
me for the works 9 sake. Now these works being done, as 
hath been proved, by the Holy Ghost* it follows that he 
must be here said to be in the Father, and the Father in him, 
because the Spirit of the Father, styled the power of the 
Most High, Luke.i. 35. resided in him without measure. 
And. having promised to send the Holy Ghost upon them, 
and said they should do greater works than he Jiad done, 
because he went to the Father, to send this promise of the 
Father, ver. 12. 17. he adds, ver. 20. In that day ye shall 
know, that I am in the Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
Now it is certain, that Christ was in his apostles by his 
Spirit abiding with them, (ver. 16.) and that they were in 
him by the same Spirit uniting them to their head Christ; 
(Eph. ii. 22. iii. 16, 17. iv. 16.) and therefore Christ must 
be here said to.be in the Father by the Spirit of his Father: 
(sec the note there, and see more proofs of this, note on 
John xvii. 19, 20. 22.) so that from these things I conclude, 
that Jesus Christ being then in the state of humiliation, and 
emptied of the form of God, acted, in things relating imme- 
diately to his prophetic office, not as God, but only as a 
prophet sent from God; not by the power of his Divine 
nature, but of that Spirit by which he was anointed and 
sanctified to that office: though being also God, of the 
same essence derived from the Father, he might do many 
other things by virtue of his Divinity; by that discerning 
'what was in the hearts of all men; by that walking on the 
sea, and stilling the stormy winds with a word, which he 
did only in the presence of his disciples; and by that doing 
many other things of a like nature. 
Moreover, his Divinity being part of that doctrine which 



ho was to publish, he might upon occasion assert, it, by 
saying, God was properly his Father, and he was properly 
his Son; and that he and his Father were one, and that all 
men were to worship the Son even as they worshipped the 
Father; with other things of ,a like nature, relating to his 
Divinity. 

The objection of the Socinians against this hypothesis, is 
fully answered, note on Matt. iii. 16. 



POSTSCRIPT. 



J. COME now to the chief controversy betwixt me and 
Mr. Whiston, which is concerning the time of Christ's 
preaching and his baptism. 

He saith, prop. 8. That the beginning of our Saviour's 
ministry, both as to preaching and miracles, commenced 
soon after that of John the Baptist, towards the beginning of 
the famous fifteenth year of Tiberius, long before his oUm 
baptism; i. e. according to his computation, near two years 
before it. 

Now to this proposition I oppose the contradictory 
assertion of Cyril of Jerusalem,* viz. That Jesus Christ 
preached not beforehis baptism, but thetionly began to preach 
when the Holy Ghost bodily descended on him in the shape of 
a dove: and this probably he might know from the tradition 
of the Jewish converts, who might be baptized with him. 
Agreeable to this assertion is that of Eusebius of Palestine, f 
That our Lord beginning to be thirty, came to John's bap- 
tism, KaTaoyfiv re notu T^viKavra rov Kara to svayyiXiov Krjpvy- 
fxaroG, and from thence he began to preach the gospel. Epipha- 
nius,| who was born in Palestine, of Jewish parents, saith, 
That our Lord came to the baptism of St John the Baptist 
in the thirtieth year of his incarnation, koX cnrevTtvStv, and 
from that time preached the acceptable year of the Lord. 
And lastly, Irenasus saith,§ That he neither could have dis~ 
ciples nor could teach before he began to be thirty, " Magistri 
setatem non habens;" but then he came to his baptism, u tri- 
ginta quidem annorum existens, cum veniret ad baptismum, 
deinde magistri setatem perfectam habens," being then of 
perfect age to be a teacher. And hence arose that canon || 
of the church, to ordain a presbyter rpiaKovra ovra hwv, 
when he was thirty years old. This being by all the fathers 
(one alone excepted) gathered, and thought certain, from 
St. Luke, that Christ came to his baptism when he was in 
his thirtieth year; see the note on Luke iii. 33. where this 
is proved, and the sense of the words of St. Luke is fully 
considered : and, saith Langius,^ That which hath this full 
consent of antiquity, and is agreeable to Scripture, is cer- 
tainly the truth. 

Secondly, It is the express assertion of St. Luke, that 
the Baptist began his ministry in the fifteenth year of Tibe- 



* Ow wpo tow Qairrio-fjUire; timyytUa-aro a\Xi tSts npfar* *ins-ovt xnptWtd, Srt 

x«t!jX0« t« imvfjut T» tyiot a-asfjiaTixS sftu h<rii frifWTtfaf. Calech. 3. p. 21. B. 

t Hist. Eccl. lib. i. cap. 10, \ % User. 5J. u. 24. 

$ Lib. ii. cap. 39. j| Phot. Nomoc. p. 758. 

V " Quod tanlo omnium consensu approbalam, lanla antiqnitate nititur, id, sine 
omni dnbio, long© verissimom est, pnesertim si non inodo a Scriplararum verilata 
nihil plane dtssenlial, sed cliam apprime cam ilia ronrcnjal." 
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rius; for then, saith he, the ivord of the Lord came to him, 
and he came forth preaching the baptism of repentance, 
Luke iii. 2, 3. and it is the general assertion of all anti- 
quity, that Christ was baptized in the same year; it is there- 
fore impossible that either John should so long begin to 
preach, or that Christ should preach so long as he saith he 
did, before his baptism. And, 

Thirdly, That which Mr. Whiston offers from Eusebius* 
in favour of his opinion, is a perfect demonstration against 
it; for he saith, St. John writ his Gospel to supply the de- 
fects of the other evangelists, who had omitted rrjv 7rept 
rwv Iv TtQwroig teal ko.t itoyfiv rov KrjpiyfiaTOC viro rov Xptarov 7rt- 
Trpayfiivwv divyrjmv, the narrative of the things done by Christ 
at the beginning of his preaching : now, saith the same 
Eusebius, in the same book, Christ beginning to be thirty 
years old, came to John's baptism, Korapxnv rt irotu rnviKav- 
Ta, &c. and from thence he began to preach the gospel: more- 
over, he makes the defect of the other evangelists to con- 
sist in this; that they said nothing of the time of the begin- 
ning of Clirisfs preaching (which, saith he, was from his 
baptism by John in Jordan), till after John's imprisonment; 
whereas the evangelist St. John begins there (i. e. at the 
beginning of Christ's preaching after his baptism), saying, 
This beginning of miracles did Jestts; and goes on through 
all the time of John's baptizing afterward, till his imprison- 
ment, as he shews by saying, John w r as baptizing in Enon, 
near Salim^for John tvas not yet cast into prison, John iii; 
23. Who sees not now that Eusebius places all the time 
of Christ's preaching, mentioned by St. John from the se- 
cond to the fifth chapter, betwixt Christ's baptism and St. 
John Baptist's being cast into prison? Now this being 
the way that Jerome, Eusebius, and all the ancients, who 
undertook to answer the cavils of Porphyry and others, 
who questioned the truth of the Gospels, took to recon- 
cile the evangelists in this . matter, demonstrates that 
they knew and believed nothing of this new revelation, 
that our Saviour preached above two years before his 
baptism. 

To proceed now to the arguments from Scripture con- 
curring with the suffrage of antiquity, I assert, 

First, That John the Baptist did see the Holy Spirit 
descending from heaven, and abiding upon Christ at his 
baptism. This is evident (1.) from the nature of the 
thing, it being almost inconceivable that there should be 
such a glorious opening of the heavens, and such a visible 
descent of the Holy Ghost in a bodily shape, and that he 
who stood by all the while, and saw Christ come out of the 
water, should not discern what was more visible, as being 
a more glorious appearance. 

Secondly, This seems farther evident from the words 
following, koL l8oi, and behold a voice from heaven, saying, 
ovTog, This is my beloved Son ; for as, in the like case, *cal 
iSow, and behold a voice oat of the cloud, saying, oyrog, This 
is my beloved Son, hear him, Matt. xvii. 5. was an adver- 
tisement to the disciples present there, that God from hea- 
ven .gave them this testimony concerning him who was 
transfigured before them : so the tca\ iSou ovrog, and behold 
this, &c. Matt. iii. 17. must be an advertisement to the Bap- 
tist, that he on whom the Holy Ghost thus descended was 
the Son of God. And hence John's testimony is thus related, 

• Hist. Keel, lib. iii. cup. 24. 



i. 32 — 34. He that sent me to baptize said, On whomsoever 
thon (baptizing) seest the Spirit descending, and abiding on 
him, he it is that baptizeth with the Holy Ghost; and I saw, 
(this) and (hearing also at the same time the voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son) I testified, that this 
is the Son of God. 

Nor is it any objection to the contrary, that St. Mark, 
i. 11. and St. Luke, iii. 22. give the words of the voice 
from heaven tfius, Thou art my beloved Son: for as neither; 
of them hath the advertisement to behold, which St. Mat- 
thew hath, so he that saith to another of Christ in his au- 
dience, This is my beloved Son, saith in effect, to him^ Thou, 
art 50. 

Hence 1 infer, that the Baptist saw not the Holy Ghost 
descending upon Christ as a dove before Christ's baptism, 
and consequently, that his testimony of this matter, John 
i. 32. must relate to what he had seen at his baptism, since, 
otherwise the Baptist must have seen him twice descending 
thus upon Christ, in the very same shape, and. after the. 
same manner ; whereas if, by the first vision, the sign of the 
Messiah promised to him was^ so fully given him, that he, 
declares that he had seen it, and by it was.enabled to tes- 
tify Christ was the Son of God, what need was there of a^ 
second vision, or to what end was it designed? 

Secondly, There is no reason to say, thatthe Holy. 
Ghost descended twice in the same shape, and with the 
same circumstances, from heaven upon Christ, as this opi- 
nion doth suppose, since by the first. descent upon him^he, 
must be sufficiently sanctified, and consecrated to his of- 
fice. Moreover, he speaks of himself, John iii. 17. as of 
one sent into the world by the Father, and therefore sanc- 
tified already, John x. 3G. And the Baptist speaks of him 
not only as one who testified ivhat he had seen and heard 
(at his baptism), but also as one sent from God,. and filled 
with his Spirit above measure, and who had all things put 
into his hands, complaining that no man received his testi- 
mony, though God the Father had set his seal upon it, ver. 
31. 34. ,Now is it reasonable to conceive, as Mr. Whis- 
ton's opinion forces us to do, that all this should be said, 
by Christ, and by the Baptist, before that baptism in 
which alone the Father had declared him.to.be his be- 
loved Son? 

06/. It is objected, that when Christ came, to be bap-, 
tized of John, he not only knew him, but speaks thus to 
him, I have need to be baptized of thee, and contest thou to 
me? Which words imply, not only his knowledge who he 
was, but also that he baptized as well as himself; yet, after 
his baptism was over, and not before, Jesus ivent tip, out of 
the water, and the heavens were opened,&c. Since then the 
Baptist said, I knew him not, but had this signal given me 
whereby to know him, viz. the descent and abode of the 
Holy Ghost, how comes he to be so well acquainted with 
him before his baptism, as the, words above mentioned do 
imply ? 

Ans. ] . To this I answer, first, That as these words, He it 
is that baptizeth with the Holy Ghost, and with fire, do not 
intimate that Christ did then, or whilst he was on earth, do 
this, but only that he was to do it after his resurrection and 
ascension : (John vii. 39. Acts i. 5. 11. 1G.) so the words of 
the Baptist, I have need to be baptized of thee, do not inti- 
mate the Baptist's knowledge, that Jesus then baptized 
(partly because it is not true, since Jesus baptized not 
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whilst John was at Jordan, but only when he was baptiz- 
ing at Enon, John Hi. 23. partly because Jesus himself bap- 
tized not, but his disciples only, John iv. 2. and surely 
John, who had commission from God to use this baptism, 
and probably had baptized these disciples, could not need 
their water-baptism); they thereforo only signify, that 
Christ was the person who should afterward baptize with 
the Holy Ghost and fire, and that John necked that bap- 
tism which would enable him' to work miracles, and to 
speak with unknown tongues. 

- Ans. 2. Secondly, I answer, That John the Baptist, being 
filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother* $ womb, (Luke i. 
15.) knew by the afflatus of that Spirit, that he who then 
came to him was the very person on whom the Holy Ghost 
should descend so gloriously, and on \fhom he should 
abide, that he might impart him to others, such matters 
being frequently imparted to holy prophets by an imme- 
diate intimation of the Holy Ghost. So Simeon being told, 
he should not die till he had seen the Lord f s Clirist, Luke ii. 
2G. had also an afflatus declaring to him, that our Lord was 
the Christ, vcr. 27. 32. So Samuel being told by God, that 
on the morrow a man should come to be captain over his peo- 
ple Israel, 1 Sam. ix. 15. when Saul appears, had another 
afflatus, resembling that of the Baptist's here, viz. Behold 
the man of ivhom I spake to thee, ver. 17. In a word, the 
Baptist being moved to say, wheri-he baptized witti water, 
tliat another was coming after him, who should baptize 
tJiem with the Holy Ghost, God tells him, that of this he 
should sec an evidence by the visible descent of tho Holy 
Ghost upon that person, wlio, from his fulness, was to im- 
part of this Spirit to all believers; and, when our Lord 
camo to be baptized, tells him again; this was that very 
person. 

Ans. 3. Thirdly, It is not said, I knew him hot, but ovk 
iidziv avrhv, I had not known him, John i. 31. 33. and this is 
so said as to give us just reason to believe that this was 
said after our Saviour's baptism ; for the words of the Bap- 
tist bear properly this sense, And I had not known him, but 
that I $ame for this cause to baptize with water, that he 
might be made manifest to Israel (by me) : then follow the 
words of the evangelist, vcr. 32. And John bare record, 
saying, I saiv (Gr. have seen) the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him (which, as I have 
proved, the Baptist saw at his baptism), and no man can 
prove that he saw this before. Then follow again the 
words of the Baptist, ver. 33. And I had not known him 
(viz. by this sign of the Spirit's descending on him, but 
(that) he who sent me to baptize with xvater, the same (had) 
said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending 
and remaining on him, the same is he who baptizeth xvith the 
Holy Ghost Now why is the Baptist so particular in 
saying twice, that he had not knotvn hint, except he who 
sent him to baptize had given him this sign ; if this sign had 
not been given him at his baptizing of Christ, but long be- 
fore? Why doth he say, he came to baptize, that he might 
be made manifest to Israel (viz. by him baptizing); if he 
were not to be made manifest to him by his baptizing him, 
but long before ? Why, lastly, should a thing, of so great 
moment to the confirmation of Christ's mission, and the 
Baptist's testimony of him, at this descent of the Holy 
Ghost upon Christ in this manner, so long before his bap- 
tism, be never hinted in the least in any place of the New 



Testament, the Scripture being as silent in it as in tho as r 
ccnt of Christ into lieaven after his baptism, which tho So- 
cinians have imagined ? To make this farther evident, con- 
sider that the Baptist only saith in the other evangelists, 
tpX eTat > one cometh, or, is coming after me, who shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghost ; but the evangelist St. John 
begins his testimony thus, John bare record, and cried, 
saying, Tliis is he of whom I said, lie that cometh after me 
is preferred before me, i. 15. Plainly, according to the ob- 
servation of the ancients, beginning his testimony after 
Christ's baptism, w r hither the other evangelists had only 
brought him : for when St. Matthew had introduced John, 
saying, One cometh after me, &c. whose fan is in his hand, • 
&c. he immediately adds, rorc, then cometh Jesus to be bap- 
tized of John in Jordan ; the words, then, this is he of whom 
I said this, must intimate, that this was spoken after Christ's 
baptism, and not almost two years before it. Moreover, 
when the priests and Lcvites sent from Jerusalem to Beth- 
abara beyond Jordan, wheTc John was baptizing, asked 
him, Why he baptized? the Baptist answers, I baptize with 
water ; but there standeth (Gr. tarrjKtv, hath stood) one 
among you, whom ye know not ; he it is, who p coming after 
me, is preferred before me. Now, first, when had Christ 
stood in the midst of them, but when he came from Galilee 
to Jordan, to be baptized of John, seeing we find not in all 
the evangelists, that Jesus ever went any whither but to a 
feast at Jerusalem, when he was twelve years old, till ho 
went/m/t Nazareth to Galilee, to be baptized of John in 
Jordan ? Mark i. 9. Matt. iii. 13. Whereat the evangelist 
St. John represents him first at Cana, then going thence to* 
Capernaum, as to his abode, then to the Passover, then to 
Samaria, which shews, that this was done after his bap- 
tism. Secondly, These words, wliom ye know not, fairly in-' 
timate, that the Baptist then knew him, as also doth the 
demonstrative pronoun ovrog, that is he, who, coming after 
me, &c. and the words spoken the next day, TJiis is he of 
whom I said, He that cometh after me is preferred before 
me ; which, as I have shewed, were then said, when Christ 
came to be baptized of John; whereas the Baptist saith, 
I had not known him, had not God given me this sign of the 
descent of the Holy Ghost upon him, to know he was that 
very person. Arid therefore, when Christ came to his bap- 
tism, God saith first to John by an afflatus, This is the very 
person on whom thou shalt see this sign, and then instantly, 
upon his baptism, affords it to him : moreover, the evan-* 
gelist adds, these things were done at Bethabara, where John 
was baptizing; they therefore must be spoken before the 
Baptist left that place to go to Enon, and therefore after 
Christ's baptism ; for that the Baptist ever returned after- 
ward to Jordan, where Christ was baptized, we read not. 

Obj. 1. Christ was then only baptized when all the people 
had been so, Luke iii. 21. 

Ans. To this I answer, That Christ was baptized of John 
in Jordan, Mark i. 7. whereas John continued afterward 
at Enon, and the people came and were baptized of him 
there, John iii. 23. so that when St. Luke saith, ivhcn all 
the people were baptized, Jesus was baptized also ; it is evi- 
dent he meancth only all the people then present, or bap- 
tized at Jordan by him, Matt. iii. 5, G.' And hence the 
Scripture makes an exact distinction betwixt John's bap- J 
tizing at Jordan and afterward at Enon, and perhaps at 
other places, by saying, John x. 40. that Christ went again 
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beyond Jordan, to the place, oTrov'Iwawijc r> 7rpwrov/3a7rrt- 
%<ov, where John was first baptizing, making it evident that 
John still followed his office after he had baptized Christ, 
baptizing still in other places : false therefore is the infer- 
ence from St. Luke's mentioning the imprisonment of John 
before he speaks of Christ's baptism, that our Saviour was 
baptized at Jordan at the conclusion of John's ministry, 
that being only the place of John's first baptism ; after 
which he comes to lEnon, in the half tribe of Manasseh, 
within the precincts of Samaria, and baptizeth; and the 
people come to him there and were baptized ; for John was 
not yet cast, into prison, John iii. 24. St. Luke there- 
fore speaks of John's imprisonment by along anticipation, 
that he might put all he had to say of the Baptist together; 
which, perhaps, St. John intended to intimate, by saying 
the Baptist it;a$ not yet cast into prison. 

Obj. 2. All the other evangelists, after Christ's baptism, 
say nothing of him more, but that he .was tempted in the 
wilderness; .and then when John was cast into prison, 
viriptrr^Ev, he returned into Galilee, came to Nazareth, and 
so to Capernaum. (Matt. iv. 12, 13. Mark i. 14. Luke iv. 14.) 
Whence it seems to follow, that Christ was baptized but a 
little before John was cast into prison. ' . 

Ans. l.But how much more natural is the observation 
of the ancients, that the evangelist St. John observing this, 
begins where they had ended, viz. at the first appearance 
of our blessed Lord after his baptism, John i..29, and 
gave the testimony of him recorded ver. 15. and'ver. 26, 27. 
a little before that? 

Ans. 2. All the other evangelists speak onlyof the Bap- 
tist as the forerunner of Christ, or as one sent before him 
to prepare his way, and to preach the baptism of repent- 
ance to the people, 7rp6 r?jc airoSov avrov, before the entrance 
of Christ upon his office, Acts xiii. 24. which, all these three 
evangelists having told us what he did, and by what argu- 
ments he enforced his repentance on them, they all imme- 
diately subjoin our Lord's coming to Jordan to be baptized 
of him, and the history of his ensuing baptism :. the Baptist 
being therefore only his forerunner till Christ by his baptism 
was anointed with the Holy Ghost, and consecrated by this 
unction to his office, they had no more to say of the Bap- 
tist afterward; and so they only speak of what Christ 
began to say after that John was cast into prison, tiz. The 
time is fulfilled, &c. Mark i. 14, 15. But the evangelist St. 
John speaks of the Baptist, not as the forerunner of, but as 
one sent to be a witness to Christ, i. 6. which he was 
enabled to be only by what he saw and heard at Christ's 
baptism, ver. 31. 33. before which time he only spake in- 
definitely of one coming after him ; but when he had bap-, 
tized him, he saith demonstratively, This is he ofivhom I 
spake; and therefore he had reason to speak of him as 
long as he bore witness of him, as he afterward amply did 
at Enon, and of our ford's performances before John was 
cast into prison ; they being also testimonies of Christ's 
mission, and that he was the Son of God, and yet entirely 
omitted by the former evangelists. And whereas, 

Thirdly, It is said by the other evangelists, that Christ 
returned again into Galilee; this well agrees with St. John, 
saying, after he had ended his whole history of the Bap- 
tist, that Christ, a^ASc irakiv, went again, or receded into 
Galilee, to avoid the fury of the pharisecs, iv. 3. And it 
seems worthy of observation, that after Christ was bap- 



tized he came to Capernaum, sailh St. Matthfew, that what 
'wa§ spoken by the prophet of the land of'Zabulon and 
Nephthalim, in the borders of which Capernaum lay, might 
be fulfilled ; whereas, if Christ did what St. John, mentions, 
chap. ii. before his baptism, he must have been there before* 
and probably have taken up his abode there, John ii. 12. 
and must have done many miracles there before ; since, 
when he came to Nazareth, they spake thus to him, What 
things wehave heard done in Capernaum, do also in thy own 
country, Luke iv.23. and so he needed not to come thither 
again after his baptism to fulfil that prophecy. 

Obj. 3. From the connexion of the words of St. Luke 
concerning Christ's temptation in the wilderness, iv. 1. with 
those following, ver. 13, 14. And Jesus returned in thepoicer 
of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame ofhhn 
throughout all the region round about; it is argued, that 
these two things must be immediately connected. 

Ans. 1. This is said, not considering that both St. Mat- 
thew and St Mark assure us, that this was only done after 
that John was cast K into prison; which, as I have shewed 
already, was long after our Lord's baptism at Jordan. 

Ans. 2. There is nothing more common in St. Luke than 
such connexion of things done a considerable time after 
one another: thus, when he had spoken of Christ's circum-, 
cision, he immediately speaks of his appearance at the 
temple when he was forty days old ; and yet Mr. ( Whiston 
will have his flight into Egypt, and his return thence, to iirf 
tervene. He introduce^ Johri, saying, I baptize ivith 
toater, but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose 
slides I am not worthy' to unloose, i. 16. and then follows 
Christ's baptism, ver. 21. and yet the Baptist tells, us, this 
was he of whom he had said this, John i. 17. and so, accord- 
ing to the opinion of Mr. Whiston, he must have said this 
almost two years before our Saviour's baptism. Again, he 
speaks of the Baptist's imprisonment by Herod, iii. 20. be- 
fore Christ's baptism ; and yet it is certain that he could not 
baptize Christ in Jordan after he was in prison. In fine, 
having spoken of Christ's presentment in the temple after 
he was forty days old, ii. 39. he adds, ver. 40. That the 
child, being filled tuith wisdom; increased and toaxed strong 
in spirit, which supposes him then of some years capable 
of wisdom.' 

Obj. 4. But, saith Mr. Winston, this opinion that Christ 
was baptized before he did the things mentioned in the four 
first.chapters of St. John, put a chasm of almost two years 
betwixt Christ's baptism and his return to Galilee after tho 
imprisonment of the Baptist. 

Ahs.1l* It is somewhat surprising to find that, which hath 
been the observation of all the fathers, who have writ upon 
this subject, from Clemens Alexandrinus * to Theophylact, 
that is, for a thousand years, turned now into an objection ; 
their observation is this— that the other evangelists have 
passed over all that our Saviour did after his baptism till 
John was cast into prison; but the evangelist St. John, 
passing by all that they had said of Christ to his baptism 
and temptation, begins where they left off, and having told 

* Katrotyt fjt.tra to BaTrrirfjut oltilv avrh ctvaypeupwrtv flguxor* ol etoxoi tlayyt'Kis-ra.r 
aKKh tk /*STa{y ffwirhffAVTtq, t£ fxtrk txv (TuXX*^ 1 * '*««vvou ytvofxtva tow XgtffTou Sav- 
fxata Xtyowtv. Horn. xvii. in Job. torn. ii. p. 624. 'O U 'l<yivv»; toutoi; ^eaXia-ra ir- 
har^$tt, &c. Ihid. p. 621. Vide Clem. Alex, apud Euseb: Hist. Eccl. lib. iii. cap. 
34. Sophron. Procfat. in Joh. llieron. voce Johannes* August, rracTat. in J'olwn. 
Et d« consensu evangelist, lib. ii. cap. 18. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



392 



PREFACE TO 



us of many things done after by Christ, he adds, that John 
was not yet cast into prison ; clearly shewing, that, accord- 
ing to the tradition they had received, the evangelist 
speaks, in these four chapters, of what happened between 
the interval of Christ's baptism and St. John's imprison- 
ment. 

Ans. 2. Moreover, seeing there must bo a liko chasm of 
time in these evangelists, who speak not one word of 
Christ's leaving Nazareth till he came thence to be baptized 
of John; or of his preaching, miracles, or baptizing others 
before he was himself baptized, what absurdity is it to place 
this chasm after Christ's baptism, as the ancients do,* who 
also positively say, that Christ preached not before he was 
baptized, rather than, against the suffrage of all antiquity, 
to place it before his baptism ? This will be farther evident 
from the words of St. Peter rightly interpreted, viz. of those 
who have accompanied with us all the time that our Lord 
Jesus icent in and out among us (ap£a/« voq airb PawrhfiaTog 
'lwavvov, he beginning so to do from the baptism of John 
till the day that he was taken up from us), mttst one be chosen 
to be a witness of his resurrection, Acts i. 20, 21. For (1.) 
I have proved, note on ver. 20. that to go in and out is to 
perform his prophetic office. (2.) Those words, beginning 
from tlie baptism of John, cannot be expounded truly of 
Christ's entrance on his office at the beginning of John's 
baptism; for then tho Baptist could not be Christ's fore- 
runner, nor could he represent Christ as one that was to 
come after him ; nor could he say, he came to baptize, that 
he might be made manifest to Israel, seeing his preaching 
and his miracles, by which he manifested his glory, (John 
ii.'ll.~iii. 2.) according to the opinion of Mr. Winston, 
must be done long before his baptism; and much less 
could St. Paul say so emphatically, that John was sent 

ITpOKtlpVTTELV 7TpO TTQQGUyTrOV Tjjg flffoSov CLVTOV, tO prCack first 

the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel before 
the entrance of Christ upon his ministry; (Acts xiii. 24.) 
but, as Grotius truly saith, they are to be understood of the 
time, " ex quo Jesus fuit & Johanne baptizatus," from 
Christ's being baptized by John; for it is reasonable to con- 
ceive, St. Peter speaks of his baptism, of whose ascension 
he speaks in the same place, since otherwise the terminus d, 
quo, tho baptism, and the terminus ad quern, his ascension, 
will not respect the same person, it being, doubtless, 
Christ's ascension that is spoken of. In a word, if Christ 
preached two years before his baptism, he preached a year 
and a half before his forerunner; for it was only in tho 
fifteenth of Tiberius, that the word of the Lord coming to 
the Baptist, he went out and preached the baptism of repent- 
ance. (Luke iii. 2, 3.) Now in this very fifteenth of Tibe- 
rius the baptism of Christ is placed by all tho ancients, say- 
ing, that he was baptized duobus Geminis consulibus, which 
fixcth his baptism to that very year. And hence Mr. 
Whiston's inference, that St. John's preaching and Christ's 
jnust begin in the same year, is confirmed by all antiquity, 
declaring that Christ was baptized, and afterward began 
to preach, in the same fifteenth year of Tiberius ; and the 
epocha of the Baptists preaching ought to be made the be- 
ginning of the gospel; because, as St. Luke truly saith, 



• M5Ta t3 Biwrto-fAit, ^vtI i *I»imi;, Tf5i«jt*ai t5 trrivfAa. Kara$aXtor t &c Chrjsosl. 
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John did evayytXtZtaOai rbv \abv, preach the gospel to the 
people, ho preaching that men should believe on him that 
should come after him, that is, on Jesus Christ. (Acts xix. 4.) 
Ho not only baptized with the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins, but pointed to the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world. (John i. 29.) Now, this 
faith, and this remission of sins through the blood of Christ, 
are the two great doctrines of the gospel. 

And whereas, to avoid the testimony of St. Luke, who, 
when he had spoken of Christ's baptism after the people 
were baptized, and the descent of the Holy Ghost upon 
him in the shape of a dove, and of the voice frtfm heaven, 
saying, TIiou art my beloved Son, which in St. Matthew 
and St. Mark are expressly said to follow Christ's bap- 
tism, immediately adds, And Jesus himself began to be 
about thirty years of age; Sir. Whiston saith, This relates 
not to the time of his baptism, but of his ministry long be- 
fore his baptism: in this, as he contradicts all the ancients, 
so ho makes St. Luke to relate first what happened at 
Christ's baptism, and, in his own opinion, at the end of the 
Baptist's ministry; and then, in the immediate ensuing 
words, to speak of what was done almost two years be- 
fore; than which nothing can be more improbable- 2. 
They who refer the word apZafitvog to the beginning of 
Christ's ministry or preaching, as some chronologers and 
others do, still refer it to his ministry after his baptism; so 
that Mr. Whiston is still left alone with his new notion of 
Christ's ministry long before his baptism, and his ground- 
less distinction betwixt Christ's private and his public 
ministry, for which there is neither foundation nor colour 
in Scripture or antiquity. And, 3. whereas Mr. Whiston 
will not allow the word apxfytvos to refer to Christ's years, 
but will rather have it to refer to Krjpv^at, or, some such 
word, i. e. to a word not used, i. e. to a matter not so much 
as hinted by him, as I have in my note justified the Greek 
from the censure of the critics, and strengthened our ver- 
sion with the concurrence of all the Greek fathers who ac- 
cord with it, and thence infer, that Christ was beginning his 
thirtieth" year at his baptism : so it may be confirmed by 
the concurrence of Jerome,* and of all the ancient ver- 
sions, with the sense of our translation. 

Lastly, Whereas he cites, for confirmation of his opi- 
nion, the words of the Jews, saying, Luke xxiii. 5. He 
stirreth up the people, teaching through allJudea, beginning 
from Galilee to this place; and those of St. Peter, Acts x. 
37. The word which ye Jcnoio tvas published through all Ju- 
dea, beginning from Galilee, after the baptism whicli John 
preached: 

Ans. 1; I answer, that these words agree exactly with 
our hypothesis, who say, that after Christ's temptation, he 
returns to John, and receives his testimony, that he w T as 
the very person of whom he had before indefinitely spoken, 
yea, that he was the Son of God, John i. 34. which he had 
heard] only at his baptism, and that ho was the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sins of the world, of all which 
things the other evangelists had given no account; then 
he goes into Galilee, manifesting his glory there; from 
thence to Jerusalem, then to Judea, where he baptizeth by 



• " fit ipso Jesns erat iocipiens qaSsi auuorutn triginta." Iliemn. Valg. "Ipse 
rero Jesus erat quasi filins annorom triginta." Sjr. "El Je$us cccperat iDgredi in 
tricesimura annum." Arab. " El cral Jesns circiter Iriginta annos nalas." Per«. 
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bis disciples, as John did, into the faith of the Mes- * 
siah, whose kingdom was shortly to be set up, and for 
which they were to prepare themselves by the baptism of 
repentance, and then again goes back to Galilee. (See the 
note on John iii. 22. 26.) 

Ans., 2. St. Peter plainly saith, that this word was 
spoken by Jesus, of Nazareth, (1.) when he had been 
anointed by the Holy Ghost and power, which after his 
baptism he was: for then he returned from Jordan full of 
the Holy Ghost f (Luke iv. 1.) and into Galilee, lv hwapu 
tov Trvtvfiarog, in the poiver of the Spirit, (ver. 14.) whereas 
before his baptism, nothing of this nature is said of him. 
(2.) That he is said to begin from Galilee after the baptism 
which John preached, i. e. after that baptism was con- 
cluded by the imprisonment of the Baptist. Now, though 
our Lord was baptized above a, year before, and by his dis- 
ciples did baptize after the manner of John; and to the. 
same ends, whilst John himself continued so to do, and 
no longer; yet it was after the ceasing of the baptism of 
John, that he begins in Galilee to preach the kingdom 
of God, and declare that it was now coming. Thus. St. 
Mark tells us, that after John was put in prison, Jesus came 
into Galilee preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 
and saying, The time (of the coming of the Messiah to erect 
it) is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 
ye, therefore, and believe the gospel: (Mark i. 14, 15.) arid, 
in like manner St. Matthew, that from that time (that the 
Baptist was cast into prison) Jesus began to preach, and to 
say, Repent; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. (Matt. 
iv. 17.) The time before, recorded by the evangelist St. 
John, was spent in doing such miracles, and teaching such ' 
doctrines, as might prepare them to receive and believe in 
him, when he began to preach the doctrine of his kingdom, 
and to set it up. And hence we find, that though Christ 
had disciples or followers before, yet he had called none 
before to follow him, or be continually with Trim, as after- 
ward he did, Matt. iv. 19. 21. Mark i. 17. 20. Herethere- 
fore seems to be a clear account of this whole matter;.. 
Christ cometh from Nazareth to Jordan to be baptized of 
John, that he might see the sign God had promised, and, 
hear him styled from heaven the Son of God; and so by. 
testifying these things might make him manifest to Israel; 
he hereupon declares what he had seen and heard, and so 
pronounces Christ the Son of God: then Christ goes on 
during the baptism of John at Bethabara, at Enon, and 
perhaps elsewhere, to work miracles, and to declare that 
God had sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world (but 
not yet saying that he was that Son), and by his disciples to 
baptize men as John did, to fit them for, and to prepare 
them to embrace, the doctrine of his kingdom, when it was 
to be set up. When therefore John was cast into prison, 
and so his ministry was finished, and gave place to that of 
Christ's; Christ goes into Galilee, and there begins to 
preach that doctrine, which was to commence at the cessa- 
tion of John's baptism, and succeed to it: and therefore the 
three first evangelists, passing by what Christ did after his 
baptism to fit men for this kingdom, begin what they had 
farther to say of him when Christ himself began to preach 
the doctrine of that kingdom. And Christ himself saith, 
with relation to that cpocha, From the days of John the. 
Baptist till now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, 
Matt. xi. 12. and Luke xvi. 16. airo ron, From the time 
vol. v. 



of John the kingdom of heaven is preached, and all men 
press into it. 

Note also, that whereas in the preface to the Gospel of 
St. John, I have said, the Passovers during the time of our 
Saviour's ministry were but four, I find now reason to con- 
ceive, with the right reverend bishop of Worcester, Dr. Al- 
lix, and Mr. Whiston, that they were five. 

.First, From our Saviour's baptism; which by the suffrage 
of all antiquity, was in the fifteenth of Tiberius, which be- 
gan on the nineteenth of August, and so Christ's first Pass- 
over must begin in the same fifteenth of Tiberius, arid so 
his last Passover, which according to the Greek chronicle of 
Eusebius was in the nineteenth of Tiberius, and according 
to Phlegon in the fourth year of the twenty-second Olym- 
piad, must be his fifth Passover. 

Secondly, Christ was baptized in the fifteenth of Ti- 
berius, * duobus Geminis consulibiis, i.e. C. Rubellio Ge-: 
minoet C. Fusco Gemino Coss. He dying therefore in 
the nineteenth of Tiberius, must die, Servio Sulpitio 
Galba'et L. Cornelio Sulla Coss. That is, in the fifth 
year following. And this I also gather from Dion,f who 
saith, that Tiberius .died after twenty-two years, seven 
months, 7 Kal. April, or the twenty-sixth of March; Cn. 
Proculo et Pontio Negrino Coss. Now reckon the consuls 
backward to the nineteenth of .Tiberius, and you come to 
Galba and Sulla. 



CHAP. I. 

I> 
N the beginning (of the creation) was the Word,. 

and the Word was [ 2 ] with God, and the Word was [ 3 ] God. 

2. The same was in the beginning with God: (i. e. that 
Divine person of whom I am to speak, neither began to be 
when he was born into the world, nor when the world and. 
all things in it were made; for he then was, and so was not 
a creature, but was God, of the same nature with him, though 
as to personality distinguished from the Father.) 

3. [ 4 ] All things were made by him; and withouthim was 
not any thing made that was made, (whether it be in hea- 
ven or in earth, visible or invisible, Colos. i. 16.) 

4. In him was [ 5 ] life (eternal, he having .first brought it* 
to light, 2 Tim. i. 10. promised it to those that believe in 
him, John vi. 40. purchased it by his death, Rom. v. 21. and 
being the giver of it) ; and the (doctrine of that) life (which 
he taught) was the light of men (directing them to it). 

5. And the light (now) shineth in darkness (the ignorant 
and vicious world); and the darkness comprehendeth it not; 
(i. e. the lovers of darkness will not receive it, John iii. 19.) 

6. There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John ( the Baptist). 

. 7. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
Light (this Word was to exhibit), that [ 6 ]all men through: 
(that testimony of) him might believe (in' him). ' 

8. He (himself) was not that Light ( which came into the 
world), but (he) was sent to bear witness of that Light. 

9. That (person to whom he bare witness) was the true 
Light, which |7]enlighteneth every man that "cometh into 
the world. 



* Euseb. ChrDn] Terlul. adv. Jud, cap. 8. 



-f Lib. Iviii. p. 732* 
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10. He was in the world (from the beginning, preserv- 
ing the men of it by his providence, and not leaving them 
without a witness of his cai-e of them, Acts xiv. 17.) and 
the world was made by him, (so that all men might by his 
tvorks discern his eternal power and Godhead, Rom. i. 20.) 
M\&.(yet)A\\c world (though that wisdom he had given 
them) [ 8 ]kncw him not. ' (1 Cor. i. 21.) i 

11. He came unto his [*]ovm (people, the Jews, towhom 
he was sent), and (but) his own received"him not. 

- 12. But as many as received, him, to them gave he 
(the) [ 10 ] power (or privilege) to become the sons of God y 
(by adoption to life eternal: see note on Rom. viii. 23.) 
even to them that believe on his name: 
* 13. Who were .born (to that inheritance), [ ll ] not of 
blood (by circumcision rendering them the seed of Abra- 
ham), nor of the wall of the flesh (by carnal descmt from 
their parents),, nor of the will of man (by his adoption), 
but of (the tvill of) God, (receiving us for his children 
through faith in Christ Jesus; for we are all the sons of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus, Gal. iii. 2G. and by his Spi- 
rit sanctifying us: for as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God, Rom. viii. 14.) 

14. And (that mortal men might attain. this life) the 
Word was made [ lf ] flesh, and [ 13 ] dwelt among us (and we 
beheld his [ H ] glory, the glory [ 15 ] as of the only-begotten 
Son of the Father) (L e. his power in doing such tvorks as 
none but he could do), [ l6 ]full of grace (to procure that 
pardon of sin and justification which 4he law could not 
give) and truth, (in opposition to those types and shadoivs 
of spiritual blessings, and. good things to come, of which 
Christ exhibited the substance and the truth, Heb. x. 1. 
giving us an inheritance in the celestial Canaan, and an 
entrance into the true tabernacle, ver. 19.) 

15. John bare witness of him, and cried,, saying, This 
was he of whom I spake, (when I said) He that comcth 
after me. is (to be) preferred [ 17 ] before me; for he was be- 
fore mo ( both as to being and as to dignity). 

. 16. And of his fulness have all we received, and ( even) 
[ 18 ] grace for. (according to the measure of the) grace f of 
Christ, Eph. iv. 7.) : 

17. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and 
truth (the grace of that gospel which is styled truth, see 
note on Rom. ii. 1.) came by Jesns Christ. 

18. (Nor. is there any other means of coming to the 
knowledge of the truth, and the enjoyment of that grace; 
for) [ 19 ] no, man hath seen God at any time (i. c. as to 
his essence, or that glorious light in which he dwells, and to* 
which no mortal eye can approach, 1 Tim. vi. 1G. or as to 
any full discovery or perfect idea of his attributes) ,- the 
only-begotten Son, who is [*°]in the bosom of the Father, 
(i. e. most intimately acquainted ivith his secrets, and is the 
image of the invisible God, Col. i. 15.) he iiath declared 
him (tin e. his will and attributes to us in the most perfect 
manner), 

19. And this is the record- of John (concerning Jesus, 
tvhich he gave to him) when the (Sanhcdrin of) the Jews 
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who 
art thou ? (i. c, art thou the Christ?) 

f 20. And (then also) he [* l ] confessed and denied not 
(the truth); but confessed, (saying of himself) -I am not 
the Christ. 
21. hud (when he had so said) they asked him, What 



then (art thou)? Art thou ["] Elias (the Tishbite, tvhom we 
expect to anoint him)? And he said, I am not. (Then they 
inquired farther,) Art thou that prophet (raised from the 
dead whom we expect? Matt.xvi.14.) And he answered, No. 

22. Then they said to him, Who (then) art thou? (tell 
us) that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What 
sayest thou of thyself? 

23. He said, I am the voice of one crying in the' wilder- 
ness, Make straight tho way of the Lord, as said the pro- 
phet Esaias, (xl. 3, 4.) 

24. And they which were sent were of (the sect of) 
["J tho pharisees (and so exact, as they supposed, in all 
the rites and traditions which ought to be observed). 

25. And they asked him (therefore), and said to him, 
[ f4 ]Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not the Christ, nor 
Elias, neither that prophet? (or, by tvhat authority doest 
thou this?) 

2G. John answered them, saying, [ c5 ] I baptize (you) 
with water, (to call you to repentance, as I was sent by 
God to do, ver. 33.) but there standeth one among you, 
whom ye know not ; 

27. He it is, who, coming after .me, is preferred before 
me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose (in e. 
to whom I am unworthy to be a sei*vant). 

28. These things were done in [*] Bethabara beyond 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

29. The next day John seeth Jesus coming to him, and 
saith, Behold, (here is) the (true) [*] Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the sins of the world (by making a full expia- 
tion for the guilt of them) I 

30. This is he of whom I said, After me comcth a man 
that is preferred before me ; for he was before me. 

31. [ 28 ] And I knew him not (till God revealed it to me, 
ortvhenlsaid this): but (knoiving) that he should (sud- 
denly) be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come 
(came I first) baptizing with water. 

32. And John bare record, saying, I saw (Gr. have 
seen) the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
abode upon him, ( and by this sign, given me of God, I knezo 
him to be the Christ, from tvhom that Sjnrit shoidd be de- 
rived on others, ver. 26.) 

t 33. And (before) I (thus) knew him not : but he. that 
sent me to baptize with water, the same (had) said tome, 
Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and re- 
maining on him, the same is he who baptizcth with the 
Holy Ghost. 

34. And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of 
God. 

35. Again the next day after, John stood, and two of his 
disciples ; 

3G. And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith 
(to them), Behold the Lamb of God! 

37. And the [^J two disciples heard him speak (this), 
and they followed Jesus. 

> 38. Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and 
saith to them, What seek ye? They said to him, Rabbi, 
which is to say, being interpreted, Master, where dwcllest 
thou (that we may be there with thee)? 

39. He saith to them, Come and see. (And) they came 
and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day (and 
the night folloiving): for it was about the tenth hour (or 
four in the afternoon)* 
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40. One of the two, which heard John speak, and fol- 
lowed him, was [ 30 ] Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 

41. He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith to 
him, We have found the (promised) Messiah, which is, 
being interpreted; the Christ. 

42. And he brought.him to Jesus. And when Jesus be- 
held him, he said, [ 51 ]Thou art Simon the son of Jona: 
thou shalt be called Cephas, which is, by interpretation, 
A stone, (or a rock, upon whose preaching the foundation 
of my church shall be laid; » see note on Matt, xvi. 18.) 

43. The day following Jesus would go forth into Gali- 
lee, and (as he teas going, lie) findeth Philip, and saith to 
him, Followone. 

44. Now Philip was [ 3C ]of Bethsaida, the city of. An- 
drew and Peter (and so came nixt to be found by him). ' 

45. Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith to him, We have 
found hiin of whom Moses in the law, (Dent, xviii. 18.) and 
(of whom) the prophets, did w f rite (as of the Messiah, 
which was to come), Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 

46. And Nathanael said to him, Can there any good 
thing come out of (such a wicked, Luke iv. 28. and despi- 
cable place, sec note on Matt. ii. 23. as) Nazareth? Philip 
saith to him, Come, and (thou wilt) see (sufficient reason to 
believe there may). 

47. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and (instantly) 
saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
gnile (but plain honesty towards men, and sincerity of af- 
fection towards God) ! 

48. Nathanael said to him, Whence knowest thou me 
(so entirely as to pronounce thus of my inward man y seeing 
thou hast not before seen nor conversed ivith me)? Jesus 
answered and said to him, Before that Philip called thee, 
when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee (and this 
thou mayest believe, seeing I tell thee where thou toast, and 
how Philip called thee, though I never heard him call thee, 
nor saw thee there with my bodily eyes). . 

49. Nathanael answered and said to him, Rabbi, (this 
knowledge, so proper to a Divine person, convinceth me that) 
thou art the [ 33 ] Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 

50. Jesus answered and said to him, Because I said to thee, 
I saw thec under the fig-tree, believest thou? thou shalt sec 
greater things than these (stronger and more convincing ar- 
guments than these to confirm thy faith in this particular). 

51. And (then) he saith to him, Verily, verily, I say to 
you (my disciples, That) [**] hereafter ye shall see heaven 
open, (as Jacob did, Gen.xxviii.12.) and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of man (i. e. such 
extraordinary signs of the Divine presence with, and his di- 
rection and assistance in, all my works andiuords, as Jacob 
had of God's presence with him, when he saw the angels as- 
cending to receive God's commands, and descending to be 
with him, and direct him in his way). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. I. 

[*] Ver. 1. 'EN «pxy nv 6 Aoyoe. In the beginning ivas the 
Word.] Here note, 

First, That lv apxy, in the beginning, cannot here signify 
in the beginning of the gospel, but, as Grotius saith, it be- 
ing taken from the word berischeth, Gen. L 1. translated 
by the Scptuagint, lv apxy> must signify " cum primum 
Terum univcrsitas coepit crcari," from the beginning of the 
creation, as appears, 
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First, From the following words, declaring positively, 
that all things were made by the Word here mentioned, 
ver. 3. even the world, itself,. ver. 10. and negatively, that 
without him there was not any thing mad& that wds made; 
which plainly shews, that the evangelist is here speaking 
of the creation, rise, or beginning, of all things created. 
And this interpretation is strengthened by all those other 
Scriptures, which speak of a glory this Word had with the 
Father before the foundation of the world, and represent 
him as one begotten before thetvhole creation, as being wpb 
vdvrwv before all things: so that they all were both at first 
created, and still subsisted by him, (Col. i. 15 — 17.) and 
that he in the beginning framed' the heavens and earth, 
even those heavens and that earth that shall decay and 
perish. (Heb. i. 10, 11.) * -^ * l 

Secondly; The Socinian gloss makes a very plain and 
flat tautology in the words of the evangelist: for the sense of 
them, according to it, must be this — that Christ was> when 
John Baptist preached that he was, or, which is all one, 
that lie was when he was, or when he was preaching his 
own gospel. Now, how can it be worthy of an inspired 
apostle to assert, that the Word had a being when he began 
to preach, or when he was twenty-nine years old, that is, 
when the Baptist came to make him manifest to Israel, 
this being as true of any other man living, as of the Word, 
even of Judas who betrayed him, and of Pilate who con- 
demned him, and being told as plainly by all the foregoing 
evangelists ? 

Thirdly, Can' we imagine that 'the apostle, speaking of 
Christ as the Word, before he had begun his prophetic office, 
from which they do ascribe this name to him, and at the 
least as soon as he w&s made flesh, should constantly use 
this phrase, which belonged only to him as executing that 
office, and when, that office being ended, he assumed his 
kingly office, should again ascribe this title to him, by say- 
ing, his name is the Word of God; (Rev. xix. 13.) and yet 
in his large account of his prophetic office throughout this 
whole Gospel, he never should be once mentioned by him 
under that name or title, which then so properly belonged 
to him? And,* 

Fourthly, All the philosophers, who spake 7repi row Xoyo*, 
of the Word, spake of it as that principle Ka0' Sv ad 6vra; ra 
yivofizva eyeWo, by whom ever existing all things were made : 
this was the doctrine of the Platonists, saith Amelius, as it 
was also of Zeno, who styles the Aoyoc Eternal, and all the 
other heathens, who speak of this Logos; and of all those 
Jews, who spake of him in the language of Philo, as irpzafiv- 
raws, the most ancient of all beings; and of all those Tar- 
gumists who tell us, the Word was made by the Memrd Je- 
hovah, Word of God; and as the Jerusalem Targum, that it 
was he who said to the world, Let it be, audit was: — I say, 
all these Jews and heathens could not understand the apo- 
stle otherwise than Amelius did, when he said, This bar- 
barian hath placed the Logos lv ry rfc apx*ic ™£« K a\ a%tq, 
in the order and dignity of a principle by whom all things 
were made. 

Secondly, Note also from the same- Grotius, that to be 
in the beginning, is, In the Hebrew language, put for being 
from eternity, for " sic mos est Hcbrais a^ternitatcm po- 
pularitcr exprimcre/' the being in the beginning, and before 
the world was, importing a being before time, and therefm-e 
from eternity: so Prov. viii. 23/ I was set up from ever- 
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lasting, or ever the earth was, jHN ^DTpD WN"1D lv apxv V P° 
rou rrjv yijv iroi^aac Micah v. 2. whose goings forth are, 
inekedem, from the beginning, from everlasting. And 
God that abideth mekedem, Psal. lv. 19. Hab. i. 12. is 6 
xmapx^vrrpb tuv alwvwv, he that is from everlasting: and so 
it may here signify, and, being spoken of liira who was 
from eternity, must import. 

Was the Word.] The plainest reason why this essen- 
tial Son of God is styled the Word, seems to be this; that 
as our words are the interpretation of our minds to others, 
so was this Son of God sent to reveal his Father's. mind 
to tho world. . . . 

\j]And the Word was, irpbg tov Gcov, with God. And, ver. 
2. he was in the beginning with God.] UpbgO^bv, i. e. fjtsra Qtov, 
Theophyl. that is, reason was in God, saith Mr; Le Clerc, 
but he gives no instance where the preposition irpbg in tho 
New Testament signifies in; whereas there be many in- 
stances where it hath the signification of irapa and pera, 
with, as when it is said, Matt. xiii. 56. his sisters are wpbg 
np&v, with us; Matt. xxvi. 18. I keep the Passover irpog <n 
with thee; Mark ix. 19. How long shall I be, Trpbgvfiag] 
with you? and, xiv. 49. 1 was always irpog v/xag, with you : 
see 1 Cor. ii. 3. xvi. 6. so in this evangelist: Eph. i. 2. 
vpoQTbv naHpa, with the Father: so iii. 21. v. 14. And 
thus in Ignatius* Christ is mentioned as irpbg aiwvwv trapa 
irarpbg a>v, Kai a<f zvog Trarpbg 7rpo£\S<ov, being with the Fa- 
ther before the world, and proceeding from him alone. 

Nor will this phrase admit of cither of the senses imposed 
on it by the Socinians; v.g. not of that, which saith, he was 
with God, that is, he was known to God alone: for (1.) 
this is not absolutely true, he being known before his pro- 
phetic office was begun to the angels, saying to the shep- 
herds, Luke ii. 11. To you is born this day a Saviour, 
which is CJirist the Lord; to the Virgin Mary, to whom 
the angel had revealed, that he was the Son of the Highest, 
one that should sit on the throne of David, and was to be 
called Jesus, Luke i. 30. 33. to Zachary, Joseph, Simeon, 
Anna, and the wise men. (2.) It is a gloss without ex- 
ample of any such import of the phrase, and without any- 
probability ; for who would think that, by saying only Titius. 
was with Sempronius, I should mean that he was known to 
him alone? And (3.) this is as true of antichrist, of hypo- 
crites latent among believers, of a secret thief, or murderer ;> 
but can it therefore properly be said, that they are with 
God? Wherefore this gloss being so plainly absurd, they 
fly to a second ; viz. that Christ, before he entered into his 
prophetic office, was taken up into heaven, to be instructed, 
in the mind and will of God, as Moses was into the mount, 
and upon that account it is here said that he was with 
God. But here lies the great difference betwixt Christ's 
supposed ascent to heaven, and that of Moses into the 
mount; that when Moses was called up into the mount, 
the people had public notice of it; and he took Aaron and 
his sons, and seventy elders of Israel with him, who saw 
the glory of God; (Exod. xxiy. 10.) and all Israel beheld 
the glory of God, as a devouring fire on the top of the 
mount; (ver. 17.) and after the forty days were over, it is 
said, that Moses camo down from the mount, and the 
children of Israel saw him with his face shining. (Exod. 
xxxiv; 30.) Now, if Christ was taken up into heaven as 
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Moses was into the mount, why was it not made public at 
that time ? Why no witnesses ? Why no appearance of the 
glory, to satisfy mankind of the truth of it? And yet wo 
find, that when he was transfigured on the holy mount, he 
took Peter, and James, and John, with him, which circum- 
stanco is carefully mentioned by three evangelists ; and 
Peter, who was one of the witnesses then present, lays* 
great weight upon this being done in the presence of wit- 
nesses. For (saith he) we have not followed cunningly-de- 
vised fables, when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of 
his majesty. For he receivedfrom God the Father honour 
and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the ex- 
cellent glory. — And this voice which came from heaven we 
heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. (2 Pet. i. 
16 — 18.) Now let any one compare this with the account 
which they give of Christ's ascension into heaven; the 
transfiguration was intended only for a particular testimony 
of God's favour before his sufferings; but even in that he 
took care there should be very credible witnesses of it. 
And is it then possible to believe there should be such an 
ascension of Christ into heaven, for no less a purpose than 
to be instructed in his embassage, and to understand the 
mind and will of God as to his office ; and yet not one of 
the evangelists give any account of the circumstances of 
it? They are very particular as to his birth, fasting, 
baptism, preaching, miracles, sufferings, resurrection, and 
ascension ; but not one word among them all as to the 
circumstances of this his being taken up into heaven for 
so great a purpose. Now if it were necessary to be be- 
lieved, why is it not more plainly revealed ? Why not the 
time and place mentioned in Scripture, as well as of his 
fasting and temptation? Who can imagine it consistent" 
with the sincerity and faithfulness of the writers of the New 
Testament, to conceal so material a part of Christ's in- 
structions and qualifications, and to wrap it up in such' 
doubtful expressions, that none ever found out this mean- 
ing till the days of Socinus? In a word, had cither of 
these senses been intended by the apostle, why speaks he v 
so obscurely, arid says not, as the Socinians, that he was 
taken up into heaven, or was known to God alone, but so as 
to have given so great occasion to that dangerous error, 
as they supposed it, of all Christians before Socinus, that 
Christ had a being before the world, or before any thing 
that was made, and therefore could not be a creature? For' 
the words following, all things were made by him, and with- 
out him was not any thing made that was made, must ex-- * 
elude him from being of the number of things made ; and 
therefore evidence that he was so in the beginning with 
God, as to be before all created beings. 

[ 3 ] And the Word was God.] He was so, say the Soci- 
nians, by office, not by nature, as being the legate and ani-' 
bassador of God ; but, 

First, They have not yet, nor can they shew, that any 
thing is in the Scripture absolutely, and in the singular 
number, called God, for any other reason than that the 
Divine nature was imparted to it. It is said indeed of 
Moses, Thou shalt be to Aaron Beheloim, in the place of 
God, ra Trpbgrbv.Qtbv, saith the Septuagint, in things per- 
taining to God, Exod. iv. 1G. and vii. 1. God saith, See I 
have made thee Elohim, a God to Pharaoh, viz. by giving 
thee authority to speak unto him in my name ; but then in 
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neither of these places is he called Jehovah, nor absolutely 
Elohim, but only with respect to Aaron and Pharaoh, to 
whom he was to speak God's message. Grotius saith, that 
the same person is styled Jehovah in the Old Testament, 
who, in the New, is styled an angel; and that the same per- 
son is sometimes called in the Old Testament an angel, 
and sometimes Jehovah; so also doth Mr. LeClerc on Gen. 
xvi. 13. xviii. 1. xx. 1. but without just ground : for the 
angels being God's retinue, and always present with him 
when he made hvs glorious appearances, there is no rea- 
son to say the angel was God, because he appeared with 
him, or sometimes speaks or acts by his appointment, or 
in his presence; but only that God and his glorious angels 
appeared at the same time, and that they sometimes spake 
as from the Schechinah; v. g. Exod. iii. 2. we read that an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in the bush, and St. 
Stephen saith, that the angel of the Lord appeared to Hoses 
in the bush, Acts vii. 30. but neither of them say, that 
angel was Jehovah, or that the Lord was not present there 
himself; but, on. the contrary, say expressly, that Moses 
heard the voice of the Lord saying to him, J am the God of 
Abraham; St. Stephen, Acts vii. 53. and St. Paul, Gal. 
iii. 19. say, the law was delivered by the angels; but hence 
it doth not follow, that any angel was so employed in the 
delivery of the law as to take upon him the person of God, 
or that any creature said, lam the Lord thy God, &c. And 
when it is said, that some have entertained angels unaivares, 
Heb.xiii. 2. I own that Abraham and Lot did so; but 
hence it doth not follow, that any angel spake as if he 
were Jehovah, or that Abraham spake to them as such, or 
owned one of them to be the Judge of the whole earth : I 
rather think, with the Bishop of Ely, that it may be granted, 
that the three that appeared to Abraham were, created 
angels; but then they appeared only as the retinue of the 
Schechinah, or Divine Majesty, styled the Lord, ver.l. 
13.: for after the same men, who came in, and did eat with 
Abraham, and rose from the table, were departed, (ver. 16. 
22.)Abraham stands still before the Lord, that is, before 
the Divine Majesty, (ver. 1.) and styles him the judge of 
the whole earth. And this agrees well with the opinion of 
the Jews, who, as they acknowledge that the three men 
whom Abraham entertained were created angels, so also 
do they own, that there was then a separate appearance, 
or Divine Majesty, which talked with Abraham. And this 
takes off the observation of Crcllius, and others in this 
place, that the name Jehovah is given to angels : for, ac- 
cording to this interpretation, the name Jehovah is not 
given to any of the three angels, which were entertained by 
Abraham, but only to the Schechinah, or Divine Majesty, 
which appeared with them, and spake to Abraham, from 
ver. 10. to 17. and to whom, after the departure of these 
three, one into heaven, and two to Sodom, Abraham still 
speaks to the end of that chapter. It was an angel of, or 
messenger from, the Lord, that spake to Hagar, Gen. xvi. 
as appears from his saying (not I, but) Jehovah heard thy' 
affliction; when therefore we read, ver. 10. that the angel 
of the Lord said to her, Multiplying, I will multiply thy 
seed, it is to be understood thus — he said this to her in the 
name and words of the Lord, speaking not his own, but the 
Lord's words ; and therefore R. Uzicl here saith, She gave 
thanks before the Lord, whose Word had spoken to her. Thus 
Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, cither by letters, as Hiram 



returned his answer in writing, 2 Chron. ii. 11. or com- 
manding his servants to say in his name, David my father; 
for David was not the father of the" messengers, and so 
they could not say, My father. So the centurion sent 
first by the rulers of the Jews, desiring Christ to' heal his 
servant, and after, by other friends, saith to Christ, I am 
not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; t. e. he 
desires them to say these words as from him, Luke vii. 2:< 
10. these two are, by Le Clerc, produced as instances of 
messengers and legates, sneaking as if they were the very 
persons from whom they were sent ; whence he and others 
infer, that an angel sent from God may say, I am Jehovah; 
I am the God of Abraham, as Exod. iii. and I am the Lord 
thy God, tvhich brought thee out of the land of Egypt; thou 
shall have no other gods but me ; whereas in truth they are 
but instances of messengers and friends, speaking in the 
name of them that sent them, the words which they had bid 
them say, as from them, and had put into their mouths ;. 
and so in like manner the words of the angel, speaking to 
Hagar, and others, what belonged to God alone, must only 
be the words which God had commanded them to say in 
his name, and as from him : and this is a sufficient answer 
to all that is produced by Grotius, Le Clerc, and the So- 
cinians, to prove that angels, representing God, are some- 
times styled Jehovah, and speak as if they were the Lord 
of heaven and -earth, or the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. • • 

Secondly, That the Word is here properly styled God,- 
is evident from the context: for (1.) when it is said in the 
precedent words, the Word was with God, and when this is 
repeated in the following verse, the Socinians themselves 
own that the word God signifies him, who truly and pro-- 
perly is so. The apostle then must either understand the 
same God, as to essence, when he saith, the Word was 
God, or leave all Christians liable jto a great and dangerous 
mistake, by reason of the ambiguity of his words. More- 
over, the word God, in this chapter, is used eleven times 
in its proper sense; nor can one instance be producedfrom 
the whole New Testament, where, in the singular number, 
it is used in any other sense: is it then reasonable to con- 
ceive it is here used in that improper sense, in which it 
never is again once used throughout this Gospel, or the 
whole New Testament, rather than in that sense in which" 
it is continually used in alj other places ? 

Obj. Yes, say the Socinians, because it is here said, the; 
same was in the beginning with God? whereas God, pro- 
perly taken, cannot be said to be with God, that is, with 
himself . . u 

Ans. But to this I answer, (1.) that nothing formally, 
and in the Same conception, can be said to be with that 
which is one with itself; but yet that which is. essentially" 
the same, but hath this title from an internal relation to 
another, as being God of God, or as having the Divine 
essence communicated to it, may be said to be with him : ' 
for (1.) the wisdom of God is identically God, according 
to the old axiom, " quicquid est in Deo, est ipse Deus,"* 
whatsover is in God is God, and yet nag avr$, with him are 
wisdom and power, saith Job xii. 13. 1.was, nap avr$, with - 
him, says Wisdom, Prov.viii. 27. 30. all tvisdom is from ■ 
the Lord, and juer avrov, with him, Ecclus.i.l. Thus Philo* 

* Apud Easeb. Prtcp. Evang. lib. vii. cap. 13. p. 305. 
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observes, that when God saith he made man after the 
image of God, Gen. i. 27. speaking we irtpX Irlpov Qtov, as 
of another God, he speaketh of and 7rpbe tov Stvrtpov Qtbv, 
oc ivriviKtivov Aayoc, to that second God, who is his Word. 
* Secondly, The primitive fathers do very plainly and fre- 
quently say, that the Word was strictly, and from all eter- 
nity, in, God the Father; and yet that, before the creation 
of the world, there was a 7tqo(5o\v koi dnoppoia, a projec- 
tion, or efflux of this Word from the Father, which made 
him AJyoc 7rpo<popiKbg k§l\ wpotXSiov, a Word emitted, or 
coming forth from the Father; but yet, because ho came 
not so forth /rom him as to be separated from him, but was 
" semper apud Deum et nunquam separatus a Patre," not 
separated from the Father* they thought it was here said, 
against the Valentinians, that he was with the Father. So 
Justin Martyr saith, lie cwwv, was tvith the Father, as be- 
ing aVo- tov varpog 7rpo/3Xrj^£v yivvnfia, a progenies, projected 
from the Fatlier, ApoL i. p. 44. D. Ap. ii. p. 66. E. Dial. 
cura Tryph. p. 285. D. 359. A. 284. B.357. A. So speaks 
Athenagoras, p. 10. C. D. and Theophilus, p. 100. B. mak- 
ing him from eternity Aoyoc ivSmStroc, an internal Word, 
and then saying that he was Aoyoc l^iptv^aptvog irpb twv 
okwv, a Word emitted before all things: and Tatian, that 
the Word which was iv avrw 7rpo7njS^, p. 145.: and Ter- 
tullian speaks as of a time, cum nondnm DSns sermonem 
sinim emiserat, adv. Praxeam, cap. 5. 6. 8. adv. Hermog. 
cap. 18. 20. 45. and Lact. lib. ii. cap. 8. p. 177, 178. and 
lib. iv. cap. 6. p. 364—366; see Dr. Bull, sect. 1,2. 

Thirdly, This also is extremely evident from the third 
verse; whence ariseth this argument, He that made all 
things is God, in the proper acceptation of the word, Heb. 
iii. 4. but by the Word here spoken of were all things 
made, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made: he in the beginning laid the foundations of the earth, 
and the heavens are the ivories of his hands, Heb. i. 10, 11. 
he created all things visible and invisible, Col. i. 16. he 
therefore must be God in the proper acceptation of the 
word. 

Fourthly, It is very manifest, that the apostle here de- 
signs to tell ns what the Word was, and where, before he 
came into the world, and what and where he was when he 
came into the world, as may appear from comparing his 
words together, thus, 



In the beginning ivas the Word, 

vcr. 1. 
The Word was with God, ver. 1, 2. 
The Word was God, ver. 1. 
He was in the world, ver. 10. 



He came to his own, 

ver. 11. 
He dwelt ivith us, ver. 14. 
The Word was made 

jlesh, ver. 14. 



And, lastly, whereas these words, expounded according 
to the Socinian sense, were utterly unintelligible to the 
Jews, and all the philosophers, who ever made mention of 
the Logos; according to our sense, which maketh the 
Word truly God, and a first principle of the creation, they 
agree perfectly with what they have asserted of the Logos. 
I' say, 

First, That they agree fully with the opinion of the Jews, 
nothing being more evident than that Pliilof frequently 

* Tertul. adv.Prax. cap. 8. 

i Kuseb. Praep. Erang. lib. iii. cap. 15. Leg. alleg. lib. ii. p. 76. Ideiuque dicil 
cV Dei duabn* Potentiis passim, nempe, earn m uriam eioy, alteram KiJfiw dici, de 
Swim. p. 357. F. dc Vita iMosis,p. 517. F. de Victhms oflertul.661. 



styles the Aoyoc God, and by the Targumist he is very 
often styled God; as when Jacob saith, in the Chaldee of 
Onkelos, Gen. xxviii. 21. the Word of Jehovah shall be my 
God; and Lev. xxvi. 12. My Word shall be to yon for God 
the redeemer. And nothing is more frequent with Onkelos, 
and all theTargumists, than, for Jehovah, to put the Word 
of Jehovah; and of this Dr. Allix* gives above a hundred 
testimonies : from all which observations it is evident, that 
the evangelist used the language of his nation when he 
here said, the Word ivas God. 

Secondly, They accord as fully with the doctrine of the 
ancient philosophers, who lived before the times of this 
evangelist. Thus Porphyry f saith, that Plato extended the 
Divine essence into three hypostases, the supreme God called 
Optimits, iibt abrbv St tcai dtvrtpov Sripiovpybv, and after him 
a second God, the maker of all things; and Plato J himself 

bids US swear by tov tu>v iravrwv 0«6v Tjyt/iova tov te 

yytftovoe Kal alrtov yraripa, God, ivho is the governor of all 
things, and by the Father of him, rvlio is the ruler and the 
cause. Zeno§ the stoic saith, Tliere be two principles of 
all things, matter, which is the patient, to §1 woiovv tov iv 
wjtoj Aoyov 0c6v, and the efficient, God the Word, which, be- 
ing eternal, goes through all matter ^ forming every thing. 
And hence Amelius, j| having read these words of our 
evangelist, cried out, that the barbarian, by saying that 
this Logos was 7rooe tov Gtov koi Btbv thai, ivas tvith God, 
and was God, and that all things were made by him, was of 
the same opinion with Heraclitus and Plato, who made him 
an eternal principle. 

In a word, not only the orthodox but all the heretics 
did perfectly agree in this import, if Sandius^f may be 
credited, who saith expressly, that all heretics agreed with 
the orthodox and catholics in this, that the Word was God, 
and was before all ages, and that the world was made by it. 
And as for the orthodox, scarce is there any Christian 
writer of bulk, from Justin Martyr to the Nicene council, 
except Arnobius, who doth not insist upon this text as a 
plain proof of the Divinity of Christ. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 3. All things were made by him.] The Socinian 
comment, which restrains all things here to all things be- 
longing to the gospel-state; and saith, that all things were 
said to be made by him, because all things were renewed, 
i. e. all believers were made new creatures by him, is suffi- 
ciently refuted by what hath been already proved ; viz. that 
this Word is here said to have been in the beginning, riot 
of the new, but of the old credtion, and that he was pro- 
perly and truly God, and so the maker of all things in hea- 
ven and earth ; and from the parallel places produced 
already, that God made all things by Jesus Christ, Eph. 
iii. 9. that he created all things in heaven and in earth, vi- 
sible and invisible, Col. i. 1G. that by him God made the 
world, Heb. xiii. that/ie, in the beginning, laid the found- 
ations of the earth, and the heavens were the work of his 
hands, ver. 10, 11. and here, ver. 10. that he was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, even the world 
into which he came, which doubtless was the material 



* So Onkelos, Exod. vi. Lcr, viii. 19. xvii. 20. 46. Nnmb.xi. 20. xxiii. 11. Deal. 
i. SO. ii. 7. iv. 24. xxxii. 6. 8, Judgment of the Jewish Chnrch, cap. 15?. from 
p. 181. to 183. 

t Apud Cyril, conl. Jul. lib. i. p. 54. % Eph. vi. p. 1276. 

§ Apud Laerl. lib. Hi. p. ol9. 

|| ApudEuseb. Prap.Evang. lib. xi. cap.19. ' H Enucl. Hist, lib.i. p. 11T. 
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world, that world which knew him not: and therefore could 
not be renewed by him. 

* In a word, all the ancient Jews and paraphrasts agree in 
the common interpretation of the words, viz. that the Word 
was the maker of the material world, and all things in it: 
this doctrine is taught very frequently by Philo,* that it 
was the I^Pgos by which the whole world was made. 

The Targumistsf say it was this Logos, ox Memra, which 
first said to the world, Be, audit teas, and which shall again 
cause it to cease to be; it was the Word which created the 
world and man in it And where it is said, J God created 
the ivorld, it is usual for them to say, he did it Bemewirah, 
by his Word. 

This was taught by Aristobulus,§ a Jew, who lived in the 
time of Ptolomneus Philometor, as a doctrine received 
from Solomon, and delivered by him, Prov. viii. for he is 
represented by him there, airy aofyla koI ahr$ 0eou Aoy^ ti)v 
apx?jv avar&zig ttjc tov iravrog avaraazwg, ascribing the be- 
ginning of the frame of the universe to the wisdom and the 
tuord of God: so that Eusebius || had just cause to say, 
that the Hebrews, Kara tov avaoyov teal ay£vvr)TOv tov 0eov 
rwv 8\<dv ohaiav, after the essence of the God of all things, 
which was tvithout beginning, and nnbegotten, introduced a 
second essence and Divine power, apxnv rwv ytvtTtJv a-n-av- 
T<ov, which was the principle of all things that were made, 
\6yov kcu co(j>iav, kc\ Sdav Sivajiiv avTiiv irpoaayopsvovTig, 
Calling him the Word, and Wisdom, and a Divine Power. 
And that on this account the evangelical doctrine of St. John, 
renewing that of the prophets and his country, ravry Siaaa- 
$u, illustrates it by saying, In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God; all 
things were made by it, &c. 

As for the heathen philosophers, they did so plainly 
agree in that of Plato, that the Logos w r as the curia, cause; 
and that of Zcno, that he was to 7toiovv, the efficient of the 
world, that the primitive fathers pleaded this in favour of 
the Christian doctrine, that even the Logos was in their 
common language Snfxtovpybg, the maker of the world. 
Many philosophers affirm (saith Origcn^) that there is one 
God ivho created the world; in this they agree with the law 
of Moses, "aliquanti etiam hoc addiderunt,quod cuncta,per 
verbum facta, et fecerit, et rcgerit;" and many add, that 
God both made and governed all things that were made by 
his Word; " in hoc non solum legi sed et evangelio consona 
scntiunt," in this they speak things consonant not only to the 
law, but to the gospel. — We teach that the Word tvas the 
artificer of all things, saith Tertullian ;** "hunc etiam Zeno 
determinat factitatorem," and Zeno saith the same. Cyril, 
in his hook against Julian, gathers up from the heathens 
many things of a like nature, to shew on tov 1% avrov 
Kara tpvatv ytvrfiivra vibv tov Sr)jXiovpybv avTOv Xoyov lyv&Kaat 
Koi avToi, lib. i. p. 33. C. that they owned the Son essen- 
tially begotten of the Good, that is the Father, to be the 



* A*' cy cCf*Ta$ o xoV/wo? IfaiMovpyttTt. Alleg. lib. i. p. 44* B. De Plaal. Noae, 
p.221.T>. DeConfas. Ling. p. 329. C. De Prof. p. 464. B. De Monarch, p. 823. B. 

t Targam Jan. in Exod. vi. 3. iii. 14, 15. Targnm Onkelos in Deal, xxxii. 27. 
Targam Hieras. in Cen. i, 1. 27. 

t Targam Jonalh. in Isa. xlir. 24. xlv, 12. xlviii. 13. Targum Ilieros, cl creavil 
^TIN "WO hominem, in Cen. i. 27. 

§ Apnd Kaseb. l'raep. Evang. lib. vii. cap, 12, p. 320. 

ft Ibid. lib. vii. cap. 12. p. 320, 321. 

% lloia, 14. in Gen.F. 23. A, •* Apal.cap. 21, 



Word that made all things. And Eusebius* introduceth 
Plotinus and Numenius speaking of a second god, whom 
they called Novc> as the artificer of all things; and Plato 
himself speaking of that world, ov ha^t 6 Aoyog 6 iravrtuv 
SuoTCLTog, which the most Divine Word framed. 

As for the Christian fathers, they from the beginning 
have asserted this as the rule of truth delivered to them 
from the apostles, and confounding the heretics, f *' quia 
unus est Deus, qui fecit omnia per verbum suurn, verbum 
nempe quod extra eum non sit, sed in sinu Patris existit," 
that there is one God, who made the world by that Word 
who is not separated from him, but is in the bosom of (lit 
Father. (See this largely proved nolo On Heb. i. 2.) Though 
therefore it will still admit of a dispute whether the letter 
Jews did by their Memra mean the promised Messiah, yet 
two things cannot reasonably be doubted ; viz. (1.) that 
the Jews did by their Memra understand a Divine person, 
who was from the beginning, and who gave beginning to 
all things, and that the heathens had the same notion of 
their Logos; (2.) That the Christians did understand these 
words of the evangelist in the sense now received by trie 
orthodox, viz. as asserting the pre-existence and Divinity 
of the Word made flesh, and the production of all things 
by him. Whence/ 

Thirdly, It must follow, that the evangelist, who was a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews, must here have spoken of the Logos 
in the received sense of Jews and heathens : for this being 
apparently the notion, which then obtained both among 
the Jews and gentiles, if they had been mistaken in it, it is 
incredible that the inspired evangelist coming after them 
should so conspire with them as to express the very same 
thing in the same style, and almost in the same words, much 
more that he should do it without giving the least caution 
to this purpose, that he meant quite another thing by it, 
than what the Platonists and some Jews meant by such 
words as these- For instance, that by the Word he m6ant, 
not, as they did, one that was for ever, but a person that 
never was in being till some few years since ; and that by 
all things that were made, he meant not, with them, all the 
whole universe, but only all persons that were reformed by 
the faith of Christ; and that by the beginning, he meant not 
the beginning of the world, as they did, but only the begin- 
ning of the gospel, as the Socinians interpret these ex- 
pressions. If, I say, the Word, of which St. John speaks, 
did not pre-exist from all eternity, and was not properly the 
creator of the world, certainly he would have prevented 
their concluding the contrary from his words by some very 
plain caution ; because he used that style, and those words, 
under which the contrary had been taught by men of great 
reputation; and so be would not have affirmed the same 
things with them concerning the Word, without any farther, 
interpretation or addition, saying this only, that Jesus was 
that Word. Again, all Christians, whether orthodox or 
heretical, being either Jews or gentiles, it is still more in- 
credible that both should have conspired in this import of 
these w r ords, had it not been received from the tradition 
both of the converts among Jews and gentiles, that this 
was really the import of them, or with such confidence 
have appealed to the prophetic and country theology of 



* Pracp. Evaag.lib. xi. cap. 16 — 19. 

t Iren. lib. i. cap. 3, lib, iii, cap. 11, p. 237. 258, 259. 
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the Jews, and the concurring sentiments of the heathens, 
with the words of this evangelist, if they had understood 
them in a sense so much different from that, both of the 
Jews and heathens, as that is which the Socinians now put 
upon them: if then the universal church from the begin- 
ning did not err in their interpretation of these words, it is | 
certain we, who continue to receive that senso and import 
of them, which they have from the beginning handed down 
unto us, must still retain the true and genuine signification 
of them. 

OiSc tv, o ylyovtv. Vide Examcn Millii in locum. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 4. In him was life.] That this is to be understood 
not of life natural, but of that life eternal which he revealed 
to the world, 2 Tim. i. 19. to tvhich he taught the way, xiv. 
6. tvhich he promised to believers, x. 28, which he pur- 
chased for them, Yi. 51. 53, 54. tvhich he is appointed to 
give them, "xvii. 2. and to which he will raise them vp, 
y. 29. as having Zmv lv !aur<J, life in himself ver. 26. may 
be argued, (1.) from the like expression, 1 John v. 11. 
Tliis is the promise that God hath given us, eternal life, and 
that life is in his So?i; whence he is styled the true God and 
eternal life, ver. 20. the resurrection and the life, xi. 25. 
the way, the truth, and the life, xiv. 6. (2.) From these 
words, ver. 7. John came to bear ivitness of this Light, that 
all men might believe on him, viz. to eternal life, 1 Tim. i. 
1G. for so John witnesseth, iii. 15. 3G. And this answers 
the only objection against this interpretation, that the evan- 
gelist speaks not of the Word incarnate till ver. 14. and 
that in that respect alone was he the teacher of eternal life, 
for John bare witness of him when he was the Word incar- 
nate : it was thus also he came into the world, and came to 
his own, and made believers the sons of God, ver. 11 — 
13. and yet all these things are spoken of him before it is 
said, ver. 14. the Word was made flesh. 

And hence it follows, that this life must be the light of 
men, by giving them the knowledge of this life, and of the 
way leading to it, and in which they that walk are said to 
walk in the light, 1 John i. 7. to abide in the light, ii. 10. 
and to be the children of the light, according to those words 
of Christ, whilst ye have the light, walk in the light, and 
believe in the light, that ye may be the children of the light, 
xii. 35, 36. I am the light of the world, he that follows me 
shall have the light of life, viii. 12. ix. 5. xii. 46. and then 
the words following, the light shineth in darkness, must re- 
spect the heathen world, styled darkness, Eph. v. S. (see 
the note on Rom. xiii. 12.) and the blind Jews; and the 
darkness must be said not to comprehend it, because the 
vicious part of the world would not own, but hated the 
light, a7id loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil, and so they were reproved by it, iii. 19 
-21. 

, [ 6 ] Ver. 7. He came to testify of this Light, that all men 
might believe on him.'] See here the design of the Baptist's 
testimoriy, not only that some few elect, but that all men 
might believe in Christ. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 9. Which enlightens navTa avSptotrov ipxofievov, 
$very man that comes into the world.] The words in the 
Greek are ambiguous, and may be rendered, which coming 
into the world enlightens every man, or as our translation 
doth; but that which countenanceth our translation, is the 
Hebrew way of speaking, that a man born, is a man corn- 
ing into the world; sec Dr. Lightfoot here, and'the words 



of Christ, saying, For this cause was I born, and came into 
the world: (xviii. 37.) and though Justin. Martyr, Apol. 
p. 84. and Origen, Horn. 14. in Jcr. p. 138. interpret this of 
the light of nature, saying, with some of the Greek scho- 
liasts, voiu vouv to Seov iravra avSporirov, he makes every 
man to know what he ought to do, since all men are by na- 
ture XoyiKot, all have the knowledge of good and evil, all 
may, from the consideration of the creatures, advance to 
the knowledge of a Creator; yet it is certain, that Christ 
coming into the w r orld, could not thus enlighten any man, 
they being all thus enlightened from the beginning of the 
world : in this sense none of them could be called dark- 
ness, or said not to know, receive, or apprehend this light, 
(ver. 4.10.) orwhen light is C07ne into the world, to lovedark- 
?iess more than light: (iii. 19.) now hence it follows, that 
Christ must be said, ver. 4. to be the light of men, by giv- 
ing them the knowledge.of eternal life, and of the way that 
leadeth to it, and in which they that walk are said to walk 
in the light, 1 John i. 7. and to abide in the light, ii. 10. and 
to be the children of the light, John xii. 35, 36. To this 
Light the Baptist bcareth witness, that all men might believe 
in him, ver.7. *o eternal life, iii. 3G. ; and therefore with this 
light he, coming into the world; enlighteneth every man, 
viz. who doth receive him, (ver. 12.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 10. And the world was made by him, a7id (yet 
the men of) the world knew him not.] i. e. Owned him not 
cither as their Maker or their Redeemer. Of this see note 
on ver. 3. and on Heb. i. 2. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 11. He came to his own.] i. e. To the Jewish na- 
tion to whom he was promised, and to whom only he was 
personally sent; he being therefore styled a minister of the 
circumcision for the truth of God to co7ifirm the promises 
made to the fathers, (Rom. xv. 8.) from whom according 
to the flesh he came, (Rom. ix. 5.) and they received him 
not ; i.e. they generally would not own him as their Mes- 
siah and their Sayiour. 

[io] Ver. 12. But to as many as received him he gave l%ov- 
ctav, power to beco7ne the sons of God.] 'E£ov<n'a here sig- 
nifies the right, privilege, dignity, and prerogative : as when 
the apostle warns the strong Christians to see to it, lest 
their l^ovcia, privilege or freedom from the Jewish rites, be 
used as a stumbling-block to the weak, (1 Cor. viii. 9.) and- 
saith, (ix. 5, G.) have we not l^ovaia, a right, or privilege, 
by virtue of our office, to eat and drink? This privilege 
to be the sons of God is, as Grotius well notes, a right to 
the inheritance of the saints : for, if children (saith the 
apostle), then are we heirs, heirs of God, joi7tt heirs with 
Christ; (Rom. viii. 17.) aright to a blessed resurrection, the 
sons of God being the sons of the rcsitrrection ; (Luke xx. 
36.) a right to abide always in our Father's house ; (John 
viii. 35.) a right to a stale of immortality and incorrup- 
tion, the vloQivia, sonship, including the rede77iption of the 
body from corruption, (Rom. viii. 23.) 

["] Ver. 13. Being born, not of blood, nor of the tvillof 
the flesh, nor of the will of man.] i. e. We are born sons, not' 
by virtue of the blood of circumcision, by which the Jews 
entered into covenant with God, and became his sons ; not 
by reason of that carnal generation, which makes us sons, 
by nature of such parents, who by their fleshly lustings are 
incited to beget us; not by the will of man, adopting an- 
other for his son and heir for want of natural issue; but this 
sonship ariseth from the good pleasure of God receiving 
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us for his sons, through faith in Christ Jesus. Some ob- 
serving that the apostle saith, God made all men i£ Ivbg 
tdfxarog, of one blood; (Acts xvii. 28.) refer this birth of 
blood to our natural production, and our being born of the 
will of the flesh, to the birth of the Jews by that circumci- 
sion which was made in the flesh; I prefer the former ex- 
position, because, though circumcision be made in the flesh, 
it proceeds not he SeXiifiarog aapKog? from the will, desire, 
or lusting of the flesh/but was done by them in obedience 
to the command of God. 

[ 12 j Vcr. 14. And the Word teas made flesh, &c] i. e. Man, 
according to the usual import of that phrase; as when it is 
said, Gen. vi. 12. all flesh had corrupted their ways; Psal. 
lvi. 4. I will not fear what flesh, that is, what man, can 
do to me, ver. 12. ; Isa. xl. 5. all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God; and, ver. 6. alt flesh is grass, and all the glory of 
Tnan is as the flower of the field; Jer. xvii. 5. cursed is he 
tltat trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm. (See Matt, 
iv. 22. Rom. iii. 20.) And this phrase is used, say the 
fathers,* not only to express the great affection of the 
Word to man, declared in taking on him even his vilest 
part, but also to shew he came to heal, and to recover from 
corruption that flesh, which, by the sin of Adam, was 
made obnoxious to death and corruption; and that this 
flesh, which so inseparably was united to the Divine na- 
ture, must be capable of salvation, which the gnostics and 
Valentinians denied, and the Ebionites, who denied the 
union of the two natures. 

The Socinian gloss upon these words is this, that Christ 
was born mortal, subject to infirmities, sufferings, dnd death, 
and so frail and infirm as flesh. But, • 

First, It is to be noted from Novatian,f that this is the 
gloss of those heretics, who denied the distinction betwixt 
the Son of God and man, lest they should be obliged from 
these words to own his Divine nature; -that is, this is a So- 
cinian gloss. Note, 

Secondly, That this gloss is contrary to the true import 
of the words: for it makes the words frail, infirm, and mor- 
tal, and all these epithets, to predicate of, and belong to, 
the Word. Now who can reasonably imagine that he, who 
had before told us, the Word was God, and so immortal,- 
the maker of the world, and all things in it, and so infinite 
in power, ver. 3. 10. should instantly add, the Word was 
flesh, i. e. frail, infirm, obnoxious to death, and yet should 
immediately say again of this infirm, frail being, We have 
seen his glory, as the glory of the only-begotten Son of God, 
and of his fulness have ive all received grace for grace; 
that he was one in the bosom of the Father, and who alone 



* " Nam qncraadmedom initio plasmationis nostras ia Adam, ca qua; fail in Dee 
in&pi ratio vilx, anita plasmati, animarit liomiuem et animal rationale osleadit; sic in 
fine, rerbam Patris et Spiritns Dei, adunitos untiqnac substantia plasmationis Adam, 
»i?entera et perfeotura eOecil hominem capienlem perfectum Patrera; ul qnemadrao- 
dnm in auitnali cranes mertai snmos, sie in spiritual! nmnes vivificemor." Iren. lib. y. 
cap. 1. " Vani igitur, qui, a Valentino, snnt hnodogmali/.antes, uti exclndont salutera 
csrnis, et reprobent plasmationera Dei : vani antem et Ebienaei, nnitinnem Dei et 
bominis perfidem nan racipientes in aniraam soam." Ibid. 

+ " Sed erroris istins hscreticerom inde, nt opinor, orla est materia, qnia inter 
filinm botninia nihil arbitrantur inlcresse, ne, facta distinctione, et liomo et Deus Jasns 
Christns facile comprebetnr. Eundcm enim atque ipsum i. e. hominem filinm homi- 
nis, etiam filium Dei relont videri.at borao et caro el fragilis ilia substantia cadem 
atque ipse filias Dei esse dicelor, ex quo dam distinctio filii heminis et filii Dei nulla 
secernilar, sed ipso Alias hominis filios Dei vindicatnr, homo UnloinraodeChristtrs, 
idem atque filins Dei osacratur, per qood uiluntor excludere * Vcrbnm oaro factum 
est.' " Cap. 19. 

VOL. V. 



. had seen the Father, (ver. 14. 16. 18.)- Mr. CIcrc interprets 
the words thus, And that reason was made conspicuous by 
the man in whom it was, telling us that flesh signifies a con- 
spicuous nature, in opposition to that which is spiritual, as 
ITim. iii. 16. but there it is not said as here, the Word 
was made flesh, but Oebg IfavspwOrj lv dapKl, God was mani- 
fested in, or made conspicuous in, the flesh, that is, in the ■ 
human nature, which is the import of the word flesh in all 
the other places where it is attributed to Christ, by way of 
distinction from his higher original;' as when the apostle 
saith, the Son of God was of the seed of Abraham; Kara aapKa 
according to the flesh, Rom. ix. 5. and that the Son, whom 
he had proved to be God, Heb. i. was partaker also .of 
flesh and blood, Heb. ii. 14; for it is manifest that in 
all these places, flesh signifies not the frailty or : infirmity 
of flesh, according to the Socinian gloss, nor flesh as con- J 
spicuous and visible, according to Mr. Clerc's gloss; but 
the human nature absolutely taken, according to the ex- 
position of all the ancient fathers ; of Ignatius,* who 
saith, he was a physician, aapKimg koI Trvtvfxarucbg, fleshly 
and spiritual, lv vapid yzvofxtvog Oebg, being God in flesh ; 
of Justin Martyr,f who saith, he was the Son and the Atfyoc, * 
og oapKOirot7}$eig ayQpwTTog yiyovzv, who, by his incarnation, 
was made man; of Irenaeus,J saying, " Deus igitur homd 
factus est," God thereforewas made man; of Tertullian, § 
saying, that" Christus vere hominem indutus, Deus per- 
severavit," C%m£, putting on the manhood, remained God; • 
and of Origen,|| who saith that Christ, being in the form of 
God, and a Son of the Jerusalem, which is above, left his 
father and mother for his cfy&rch, &d avrrjy yap yiyove teal 
avrdg <rap%, being made flesh for her ; it being said, The Word 
was made flesh. 

Moreover, the wisdom of God was made conspicuous 
in the gospel, that being the wisdom of God, (1 Cor. ii. 7.) 
and by the church, by which the manifold wisdom of God 
was made known, even to the angels. (Eph. iii. 10.) If then 
that were the reason why the Word is said to be made 
flesh, the gospel and the church might also be said to be 
made flesh. It follows, 

[ 13 j Kal l<TKrjv(i}<rev lv vfxiv, And dwelt, or pitched its taber- 
nacle, among us.] This word Io-k/,vw<t€v hath such an appa- 
rent affinity, both in sound and sense, with the Hebrew sha- 
can, used in the Old Testament, when mention is made of' 
God's dwelling by the Schechinah, or his glorious presence, 
in the tabernacle, and often shining forth there, and thence 
If So£y, in glory; (see the notes on Rom. i.23. Phil. ii. 6.) 
that we have reason to believe this phrase relates to the 
Divine nature, or to the fulness of the Deity dwelling in 
Christ's human nature. ■ This Schechinah, say the Jews, 
was wanting in the second temple, and this defect was now 
repaired by the habitationof the Divine nature in the tem- 
ple of Christ's body, so as never to be separated from it, 
according to the prediction of the prophet Haggai, (ii. 7.) 
The Desire of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house 
with glory. As then God said, with respect to the times 
of the Messiah, I come to thee, \Tti3ttn, ml Kara<mjv?}<Tw, 
and will dwell in the midst of thee; that is, saith the Chal- 
dec paraphrast, V1MW *TON% and tvill put my Schechinah,' 
or Divine Majesty, among you, Zech. ii. 10, 11. so did he 



* Ep. ud Eph.$.7. 

§ Pe Came Christi, cap. 3. 



t Apol.ji.p. 74. 

|| In AI&U. torn. 



X Lib. v. cap. ?5. 
. ed.Huat p. 357. 
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fulfil his promise, by sending this Emmanuel, or Word 
made flesh, among them. 

["] And toe have seen rnv I6£av avjov, his glory.] viz. Ap- 
pearing in, and sinning from, the tabernacle of Christ's body, 
as the glory of the Lord did from the tabernacle of old : for 
the glory of God, in the Old Testament, doth not barely 
signify the miracles wrought by God, but either the glory 
appearing in the cloud of glory, as Exod. xvi. 7. 10. by 
which God testified his presence with them, and Numb. 
xiv. 22. and ver. 21. or it signifies the miracles done by 
the glory of God then appearing; and in 2 Pet. i. 16. it sig- 
nifies the bright cloud, or glory of God, appearing atom- 
Lord's transfiguration; not any miraclo then wrought, of 
which we have no mention in the history of Christ's trans- 
figuration: here therefore the apostle saith, We have seen 
the glory, or the Divinity of the Word, conspicuous in the 
miracles wrought by him. 

[ 15 ] A6£av wg jiovoyevovg vapa traTpbg, Tlie glory as of the 
only-begotten Son of the Father.] Where note, 

First, That the particle wg, as, is not here a note of simi- 
litude, aXka j3£j3<uw<r£o>c> but of confirmation: that this Son 
truly was the only-begotten of the Father, as Chrysostom 
here notes: so Neh. vii. 2. avroc wc avfjp aA^c, he was a 
faithful man; Matt. xiv. 5. all men held John £>g irpo^yT^v, 
to be a prophet indeed. (See the notes on Rom. ix. 32.) 
This particle d>c sometimes answers to the Hebrew ach, and 
signifies certk, or truly; as Psal. lxxiii. 1. ach tob, tog aya-. 
$bg, truly God is loving to Israel: sometimes to caph, when 
it is used, say the Jewish writers, *)21H JIDN^, to confirm 
a thing. (See Noldius de Particulis, p. 376. 2 Cor. ii. 17. 
1 Pet. i. 19. iv. 11.) This glory is said to be the glory 
fiovoyevovg, of the only-begotten of the Father, i. e. of him 
who was begotten of him after that singular and extraordi- 
nary manner, that this title can agree to him alone, as being, 
saith Lucian, the unchangeable image, ovaiag, ml jSovAijc, 
koI Swafieaygical Z6%t\g tov Qtov,ofthe essence, counsel, power, 
and glory of God. Hence is the Logos styled by Philo, 6 
7rpwroyovoc vloc, de Agrieult. p. 152. B. 6 7rpu>Toyovog ml 
yzwnSalg, de Confus. Ling. p. 258. A. the begotten and first- 
born Son of God, 6 IvStaStrog vibg rov Gcov, the internal Son 
of God. (Lib. de Norn. Mut. p. 824.) By Plato* he is 
styled 6 tyyovog tov dyaOov kcu bjiotdyraTog iavrty, one begotten 
of the Good, and most like to him. And Porphyry says, 
that, according to the doctrine of Plato, of the Good, i. e. of 
the Father, was begotten, in a' manner unknown to men, an 
Understanding, in which are all things. (Apud Cyril, contr. 
Jul. lib. viii.j 

[ l6 ] nXSjpiic X"P tT °s Ka \ dbn&tag, Full of grace and truth.'] 
Here irMipng, the nominative case, is put for the genitive: 
so Eph. iii. 17. that Clirist may dwell Iv tcap&atg ifiuv, ver. 
18. ipptZwftivog for ipptt^wpivoyv, and Rev. i. 5. dwh 'Iijo-ou 
Xpcorov o jxapTvp, for tov fiap-rvpog. See examples of the 
like construction in profane authors, produced by Grotius 
on Mark vi. 40. and by Schmidius. Note also, that itap- 
peareth from the following words, ver. 17. For the law came 
by Moses; but grace and truth by Jesus Christ, that this Son 
of God is said to be full of grace and truth, in opposition 
to the law of Moses. Now grace, in the New Testament, 
implies two things; both which are declared to be wanting 
in the law of Moses: (1.) the mercy of God in the free par- 

* De Repnb. lib. vi. p. 686. C. 



don of our sins, or our justification or freedom from the 
guilt of sin, from which we could not be justified by the law 
of Moses, Acts xiii. 38, 39, For by the law (saith the apostle) 
can no man be justified, Gal. iii. 11. Rom. iii. 20. We being 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption which is 
in Jesus, ver. 24. whenco it is said to them, who seek to 
be justified by the law of Moses, that they are fallen from 
grace, Gal. v. 4. (2.) Grace doth in Scripture signify 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit freely conferred upon believers, 
who is therefore styled tj Swpca Iv x^9 lTl » ^ ie gift by grace, 
Rom. v. 15. and his gifts are represented by the word grace, 
as when St. Peter saith, As every man hath received the gift, 
so let him minister, as good stewards, 7roiici\rig x"i° ir °c Oeov, 
of the manifold grace of God, 1 Pet. iv. 10, 11. and St. Paul, 
Rom. xii. 6. Having therefore gifts differing Kara ttjv x&pw, 
according to the grace given us, whether prophecy, &c. (See 
Gal. ii. 8, 9. Eph. iii. 7.) Now this promise of the Spirit 
was the consequence of faith in Christ: (Gal. iii. 14.) hence 
are these two assigned as the great differences betwixt the 
law and the gospel; that the first was the administration of 
the letter only, the other of the Spirit: the first the adminis- 
tration of condemnation, the second of justification, 2 Cor. 
iii. 7, 8. Again, the law is said to have been only a shadoiv 
of things to come, and an image of those things of which 
Christ exhibited the body, truth, and substance, Col. ii. 17. 
Heb. viii. 5. x. 1. (see the note there :) and hence truth is 
here said to come by Christ; and he is here represented as 
full of truth. 

[ 17 ] Ver. 15. He that cometh after me, is (to be) preferred 
before me; for he was before me, TrpwT6g fiov ?>.] Here the 
critical note is this, that 7rpu>T6g y first, here signifies, before; 
so 1 John iv. 19. he loved us, npuTog, before; Matt. xvii. 20. 
Elias shall come Trpwrov, before Christ; John xix. 39. Nico- 
demusytvho came 7rpwrov, before to Christ by night; 2 Thess. 
ii. 3. there shall come an apostasy 7rpwrov, before Christ's 
coming; and, John xv. 18. they hated me, 7rpwrov ijivv, be- 
fore they hated you. 

Secondly, As for the words tfnrpocrSiv fiov ylyovev, I find 
no instance where they signify, He was preferred before me: 
and therefore rather choose to retain the proper import of 
the words, and give the sense of the whole thus, Tliis is he 
of whom I mid, He that cometh after me is before me; and 
this I said, because he indeed was before me, as being in the 
beginning with God, ver. 2. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 1G. And of his ftdness we have all received, teal 
Xa$w avrl x«ptroc, even grace for grace.] i. e. Of the fulness 
of grace in him to procure pardon for us, and of that fulness 
of the Spirit, which was in him without measure, John iii. 
34. Luke iv. 1. according to the measuro of the gift of 
Christ: so Jer. xi. 17. the Lord bath pronounced against 
thee, KaKa avrt Katclag, evil for the evil of the house of Israel 
and Judah: so k-aieov avrl kokou, evil for evil done to us, 
or according to it, Rom. xii. 17. 1 Thess. v. 15. 1 Pet. iii. 
9. so avTt tovtov, " ob hanc rem," av^f wv, for the sake of 
which: (see many examples of this kind in Stephanus:) 
so Thcoelymenus* saith to Helena, Let us forget what is 
past, and be reconciled, that so x«p ( c avrt x<*P iT °s &0hu>, 
we may receive kindness upon kindness; and one inThcog- 
nisf desires rather to die than to suffer, qvt avtwv dviag, 
sorrow upon sorrow: so that this phrase, grace for grace, 

* Euripid. Helen, v. 1254. Priestley's ed. of Euripid. vol. vi, p. 556. t V. 342. 
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may either signify the abundance and continual influence 
of Divine blessings conferred upon us; or, with relation to 
the spring and fountain of them, we have received grace, or 
tokens of the Divine favour, agreeably to the grace of God 
vouchsafed to us in sending his Son, and suitably to the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, mentioned 2 Cor. viii. 9. and 
frequently in the. beginning aud the close of St. Paul's 
Epistles, as that from which we derive all spiritual bless- 
ings in heavenly things. (Eph. i. 2, 3.) 

[*9] Ver. 18. $ T o man hath seen God at any time, ovdeie 
IwpaKt.J Here Grotius thinks, that IwpaKt, hath seen, is put 
for hath known, as iii. 32. and Eph. iii. 11. giving the sense 
thus, No man hath known the secret counsels of God at any 
time, concerning the redemption of mankind, ivhich Christ 
nowdeclareth to the world; but though this sense of the 
words be good, yet the phrase in the Old and the New Tes- 
tament representing God as one, whom no man can see, and 
live, as Exod. xxxiii. 20. 23. and who dwells in light inac- 
cessible, to which no mortal eye can approach, andichom no 
man hath seen, or can see, ITim. vi. 19. and the seeing of 
him in the cloud, the symbol of his glorious presence, being 
called the seeing of him face to face, Gen. xxxii. 30. Numb, 
xiv. 14. and being deemed such a vision as would cause 
God to take away their lives, Judg. vi. 22, 23. xiii. 22. Isa. 
vi. 5.) I would rather refer this here to the presence of the 
Word with the Father, mentioned i. 1. and his being with 
him in heaven in that glory, in which he there dwells, and 
his coming down from thence as from the bosom of the Fa- 
ther, to declare heavenly things to us, which, saith he, none 
can do but the Son of man who is in heaven, iii. 12, 13. (See 
the note there.) For if this being in the bosom of the Fa- 
ther, did only signify his friendship and intimate acquaint- 
ance with God, it may be ascribed to Abraham, who was 
the friend of God, James ii. 23. to Moses, who talked with 
him face to face, as a man speaking to his friend, Exod. 
xxxiii. ]1. and to the apostles, who had the mind of God 
revealed to them, 1 Cor. ii. 16. Whereas, in the other sense, 
it will be proper and peculiar to Christ, to be in the bosom 
of the Father, as St. John seemeth here to represent it. 

[*>] Etc rbv koXttov, In the bosom.} Note, that dc rbv koXttov 
is here. put for Iv t$ koXtt^. So etc tt6\iv^ in the city, Matt, 
ii. 23. etc rbv Kaipbv avrtov, in their times, Luke i. 20. etc yv, 
in which, Acts vii. 4. etc x°^ v > * n & e 9 a ^> Acts ™*- 23. 
(See Mark i. 39. ii. 1. v. 34. Lukeviii. 48. ix. 61. xi. 7. 
xvi. 8. Acts .vii. 53. xiii. 42. Eph. i. 10. Heb. xi. 9.) 

[ 21 ] Ver. 20. He confessed, and denied not; but confessed.'] 
Such pleonasms are frequent in the Scripture. So 2 Kings 
xviii. 30. The people held their peace, and answered nothing; 
Isa. xxxviii. 1. Thou shalt die, and not live; Ezek. vii. G. 
An end is come, the end is come, it is come; and especially 
in the writings of this evangelist; so 1 John i. 1. 3. That 
which we have heard, that which we have seen, that which 
we have beheld with our eyes; and, xii. 27. is true, and is no 
lie. (Sec here, ver. 3.) 

[ 22 ] Ver. 21. Art thou Elias? .And he said, I am not. (See 
the note on Matt. xi. 14.) Art thou that prophet?] Jeremy, 
saith Grotius, there being a rumour among them, that he 
was to return to them. (See the note on Matt. xi. 9, 10.) 
When the people were musing among themselves, whether 
the Baptist were the Christ, he takes off that suspicion of 
his own accord, Luke iii. 15. Here he returns an answer 
to the inquiries of the pharisees. 



t 23 ] Ver. 24. And tliey that were sent, were of the phari- 
sees.] i. e. Of the patrons of tfadition, who thought them- 
selves so exact in all the ordinary rules, which were to be 
observed, that this new rite of baptizing, by way of pre- 
paration for the Messiah, of which their traditions were 
wholly silent, must be extraordinary; and therefore they 
inquire, 

[ M ] Ver. 25. TL ovv ]3cnm'S«c ; Why then baptizest thou?] 
Why usest thou towards 'us, Jews, who are already holy" 
and in covenant with God, a rite only used by us towards 
heathen proselytes, to cleanse them from their impurity and 
to prepare them to enter into covenant with God ? Note 
also, that A here is put for ha n,why, or for what cause, as 
Matt. xvii. 10. rt ovv, why say the scribes? vi. 28, A ixtpifi- 
vare, why take ye thought? so vii. 3. xvi. 8. xix. 7. xxii. 
18. John iv. 17. vii. 19. ix. 27. x. 20. xviii. 21. 23. xx. 
13. 15. 

[s 5 ] Ver. 26. I baptize with water to repentance.] i. e. I am 
the messenger of which Malachi speaks, who am sent be- 
fore the Lord to prepare his way, by bringing you to re- 
pentance and amendment of life, and therefore baptize you 
with water, to mind you of that purity of heart which is re- 
quisite to the reception of him: so that By my baptizing 
you with water, to produce in you that purity, will be ful- 
filled the promise of God by Ezekiel,xxxvi. 25. 1 will sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; and, by his 
baptism, will be fulfilled the words following, ver. 37. I 
will put my Spirit within you. 

Ver. 27. *Oc cftTrpoafllv fxovyiyovzv.] See this reading vin- 
dicated, Examen Millii in locum. 

[26] Ver. 28. In Bethabara.] That is, according to the 
import of the word Beth y bara, about the place where the 
Jews passed over Jordan to go into the land of Canaan : it 
is situated, saith Dr. Lightfoot,* beyond Jordan, in the Scy- 
thopolitan country, where the Jews dwelt among the Syro- 
phcenicians. 

[**] Ver. 29. Behold the Lamb of God, 6 atpvv rrjv a/xap- 
riav, who taketh away the sins of the world.] This Grotius 
refers to the reformation of men's lives ; whereas it plainly 
respects the lamb slain as a piacular victim,' (1 Pet. i. 19.) 
to redeem us to God by his blood, (Rev. v. 9.) or to pro- 
cure for us redemption, that is, the remission of sins, (Eph. i. 
7. Col. i. 14.) and to exempt all that believed in him from 
that sentence of death which came upon* the world for the 
sin of Adam. To illustrate this, let it be noted, (1.) that 
when a sacrifice was offered for sin, he that brought it laid 
his hand upon the head of the victim, according to the com- 
mand of God, Lev. i. 4. iii. 2. iv. 4. and by that rite trans- 
ferred his sins upon the victim, who is said to take them 
upon him, and to carry them away: accordingly, in the 
daily sacrifice of the lamb, the stationary men, saith Dr. 
Lightfoot, who were the representatives of the people, laid 
their hands upon the lambs thus offered for them; and 
these two lambs offered for the daily sacrifice were bought 
with that half shekel, which all the Jews yearly paid, clc 
Xvrpov TrtQ^vyfig airwv, l%ikaoaaOai irzpX twv xpv^wv avriov, as 
the price of redemption of their lives, to make an atonement 
for them, Exod. xxx. 12. 14. 16. This lamb was therefore 
offered to take away the guilt of their sin, as this phrase 
signifies when it relates to sacrifices. (See the note, 1 Pet. 
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ii. 25.) When therefore the Baptist had said, he baptized 
them for the remission of sins, he here shews them by what 
means that remission was to be obtained. 

[*] Ver. 31. 33. And I knew him not.] By face, or any 
converse with him, till ho came to my baptism, God so or- 
dering it, that there should be no suspicion that I thus tes- 
tified of him by compact. Obserre, also, that the Baptist 
said this at the same time that he saw the Spirit of God 
descending on him, ver. 30. and seeing this sign made 
good, he testifies this was that Son of God who should bap- 
tize them with the Spirit, ver. 33, 34. (See note on Matt. 
iii. 14.) 

[*] Ver. 37. Two disciples] Of the Baptist hearing this 
testimony of their Master, they come to him, either to abide 
with him, or to gain farther knowledge of him; and there- 
fore they inquire where, he dwelt, ver. 39. that they might 
repair to him thither, not thinking it proper to ask him .in 
the streets concerning the Messiah and his kingdom. 

j-soj Ver. 40. One of the two was Andrew.] The other is 
thought to have been St. John himself, who usually con- 
ceals his name. Note hence, that these two were called 
before Peter. 

[ 31 ] Ver. 42. Thou art Simon, &c] Woltzogenius notes, 
that Christ here gives Peter a specimen of his Divine vir- 
tue; and, ver. 47. he discovers the secrets of the heart of 
Philip, shewing that he. was able, by the Holy Spirit, to 
search.into the most internal recesses of the heart. 

[ 32 ] Ver. 44. Of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.] 
L e. Where they dwelt. This seems to be added, to shew the 
reason why Philip followed Jesus before he knew any 
thing of his doctrine, because what he had heard from them 
who dwelt near him had prepared his mind so to do ; and 
from the following words of Philip and Nathanael, we have 
found him, &c. we learn, that not only Peter and Andrew, 
but Christ himself had discoursed to Philip of the predic- 
tions of the law and the prophets concerning him. Note 
also Si/, ver. 45. is put for -irspi ov, ofzvhom, as ver. 15. 

P 3 ] .Ver. 49. Thou art the Son of God; thou art the King 
ofJsraeL] These seem to be the two titles of the Messiah 
in the Jewish phrase, signifying the same thing : for though 
the Jews acknowledged the Messiah should be the Son of 
God, yet not in that high sense in which Christ was tStog 
vibg, the proper and peculiar Son of God; for this they look 
upon as blasphemy, John v. 18. but in that sense in which 
they style themselves his, sons, John viii. 41. 

[ M ] Ver. 51. Hereafter shall ye see the heavens opened, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son 
of man.'] Christ here seems to allude to Jacob's ladder, of 
which we read Gen. xxviii. 12, 13. on the top of which was 
the Divine Majesty, and the angels ascending, saith Mai- 
monides, to receive his commands, and descending to execute 
Ahem; Christ therefore, by these words, seems to inform 
them, that the miracles which they should see performed 
by him should declare the, Divine Majesty present with 
him, and giving him those commands he was to execute by 
his prophetic office, as clearly as if they had seen the an- 
gels of God ascending and descending on him. t They who 
refer this to the day of judgment, did not consider this was 
to happen dnepri, within alittle tvhile; and they who refer 
it to Christ's passion and resurrection, must shew how the 
angels then ascended and descended on Christ in the sight 
of the apostles. 



CHAP. II. 

!• xV.ND the third day (from Simon's coming to Christ, 
i. 41.) there was a marriage (feast) in [*] Cana of Galilee : 
and the mother of Jesus was there (uncalled): 

2. And both Jesus was called and his disciples (Gr. but 
both Jesus and his disciples were called) to the marriage. 

3. And when they wanted wine, the [ 2 ] mother of Jesus 
(being concerned for this want of her relations) saith to him, 
They have no wine (hoping, by this intimation, he, by a mi- 
racle, would supply this want). 

4. Jesus saith unto her, [ J ] Woman, what have I to do 
with thee? [ 4 ] mine hour (L e. that time for manifesting my 
glory by my miracles, ver. 11.) is not yet come ( and so I 
am not bound to have regard to thy solicitations in this 
thing). 

5. His mother (expectin g, notwithstanding this ansxver, 
that he might gratify her) saith to the servants, Whatsoever 
he saith to you, do it. 

G. And there were set there six water-pots (or cisterns) 
of stone, after the, manner of the purifying of the Jews 
(who constantly washed before meals), containing two or 
three firkins apiece. 

7. Jesus saith to them, Fill the water-pots with water. 
And they filled them up to the brim. 

8. And he saith to them, Draw out now (of this liquor), 
and bttx(it) to the governor of the feast. And they bare it. 

9. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water which 
was made wine, and knew not whence it was, but the ser- 
vants that drew the water knew (i. e. not knowing it to be 
water miraculously turned into wine by Christ as the ser- 
vants did), the [ 5 ] governor of the feast called the bride- 
groom, 

10. And saith to him, Every man at the beginning (of a 
feast) doth (use to) set forth good wine ; and when men 
[ 6 ] have well drunk, then that which is worse (L e. smaller): 
but thou hast kept the good wine until now. 

11. This beginning of (his) miracles did Jesus in Cana 
of Galilee, and (thereby)]}] manifested forth his glory; and 
his disciples (who saw the miracle) believed on him. 

12. After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his 
mother, and his brethren, and his disciples, and they con- 
tinued there not many days. 

13. And (for) the Jews' Passover was at hand ; and Jesus 
went up (with them) to Jerusalem, 

14. And (there he) found in the temple those that sold 
oxen, and sheep, and (lores (for sacrifices), and the changers 
of money (or, those who returned it by way of exchange) 
sitting. ■ * 

15. And when he had made a [ 8 ] scourge of small cords 
(or of rushes), he drove them all out of the temple, and 
(that is) the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out (upon the 
ground) the changers'money,and overthrew the (counting) 
tables (no man making any resistance); 

16. And (he) saith to them that sold doves, Take these 
things hence ; (and) make not my Father's^ house a house 
of merchandise. 

17. And his disciples (afterward) remembered that it 
was written (of him), The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
me up (Psal. Ixix. 9. i. e. hath fed upon my spirits and con- 
sumed them). 
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18. Then answered the Jews and said to him, p] What 
sign shewest thou to us (that thou art a prophet), seeing 
that thou'doest these things (tvhich only magistrates or pro- 
phets have authority to do)? 

19. Jesus answered and said to them, (This shall be a 
sign to you), [ 10 ] destroy this temple (of my body), and 
(when you have done this) in three days I will raise it up 
(again). 

20. Then said the Jews, [ u ] Forty and six years was this 
temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 
(and this they said, thinking that Christ had spoken of the 
temple of Jerusalem.) 

21. But he spake of the temple of his body. 

22. When therefore he was risen from the dead, his dis- 
ciples remembered that he had said this to them ; and they 
believed the Scripture (speaking of his resurrection), and 
the word which Jesus had said. 

23. Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover, on 
the feast-day (Gr. lv r/J loory, in the time of the feast), many 
believed in his name when they saw the miracles that 
he did. 

24. But Jesus did not commit himself unto them (or 
confide in them as his sincere disciples), because he knew (the 
hearts of) all men, 

25. And needed not that any should testify of man : for 
he knew what was in man. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. II. 

[ l ] Ver. 1. IN Cana of Galilee,] To distinguish it from 
another Cana, which was in the tribe of Ephraim, Josh. xvi. 
8. xvii.9. whereas this was in the tribe of Asherin Galilee, 
Josh. xix. 28. and probably where Alpheus or Cleopas, 
whose wife was Mary, the sister of the mother of our Lord, 
lived : for that this marriage was in his house, is conjec- 
tured, first, because the mother of our Lord is there un- 
called, by reason of her near relation to them ; whereas Christ 
and his disciples are bid to the wedding: secondIy,hecause 
hismother is so solicitous for the supply of the wine. 

[«] Ver. 3. Tlie mother of Jesus saith to him, Tliey have 
no wine.] Some conceive, by reason of this expectation of 
his mother, that Christ miraculously might provide wine 
for them, that, whilst he lived privately with his parents, 
he might, upon some occasion, in an extraordinary manner, 
supply their want of necessaries. St. Chrysostom says, 
she was moved to ask this from the consideration of his 
miraculous conception and birth, the testimony of the Bap- 
tist, and his gathering disciples. Grotius thinks, that Jo- 
seph was then dead, because he is not mentioned here. 

[ 3 ] Ver. A Ti Ipoi koi <jo\, yvvai] Woman, what have I to 
do with thee?] The papists here contend, that these words 
are not to be deemed a reprehension of his mother, but 
only an instruction to his disciples, that in the things 
of God they ought not to have respect to the solicitations 
of earthly parents. But, 

First, The word yvvai, woman, plainly shews, these 
words were directed, not to his disciples, but to his 
mother. And, 

Secondly, We never find this phraso used in Scripture 
otherwise than by way of objurgation or reprehension; 
as when Jephthah says to the king of Ammon, Judg. xi. 
12. Tiljioi koL ctoI; Wliat have J to do with thee, that thou 
comest to fight against my land? And David to the sons 



of Zcruiah, 2 Sam. xvi. 20. ri ipA K at iftiv ; What have I to 
do tvith you? and again, xix. 22. and Pharaoh-Nechoh to 
Josias, 2 Chron. xxxv. 21. 1 Esd. i. 26. 1 Kings xvii. 18. 
and Elisha to Joram, 2 Kings iii. 13; 

Thirdly, Maldonate* confesseth, that most of the an- 
cient fathers do openly or obscurely intimate, what Ire- 
nseusf plainly saith, that she was guilty of some fault or 
error in inciting her Son to this miracle unseasonably. 
So Chrysostom,| Euthymius, and Theophylact,§ upon the 
place. 

[ 4 ]Oi5ttw 7}Kti rj wpa p.ov, My hour is not yet come.] Dr. 
Lightfoot thinks this is spoken, because Christ was to 
begin his public ministry, and to confirm it with miracles 
at Jerusalem; and therefore saith, vii. 8. 6 tempos ^6c, my 
time of going up to Jerusalem is not yet. Others, with Dx: 
Hammond, say, this hour signifies the time of doing his 
miracles, lv irappwiq, openly, was not yet; and therefore, 
though he did this miracle, he did it so privately, that 
neither the governor of the feast, nor the hridegroom, nor 
the guests, knew that he had done it, but the servants only: 
Lastly, it is observable that G. Nyssen reads these words 
by way of interrogation; viz. Woman, what have I to do 
with thee ? *I have begun to gather disciples, and to act 
as one sent from God; and is not the hour of my exemp- 
tion from thy authority yet come ? 

[ 5 ]Ver. 9. <Pwvutqv vvfxfplov 6 apxirptKktvog, The governor 
of the feast called the bridegroom.] To this governor of 
the least it belonged to bless what was prepared, and hav- 
ing drunk of the cup thus blessed, to send it about to the 
whole company, whence Christ saith to the servants, Draw 
out, andbear it to the governor of the feast, ver. 8. More- 
over, the word <j>wvziv doth not necessarily signify to call the 
absent bridegroom, but may only intimate, that the ruler 
of the feast spake thus to him being present: for, as Pha- 
vorinus saith, this word, with an aecusative case, signifies 
to \a\u> Kairb KaXw, both to call and to speak to. Thus in 
Sophocles, ri ^wvcTe; is, what sayest thou? and here, xiii. 
13. v/xuc (piovuTi p.* Kvpiov, is, you sayl am your Master : 
so k rrig Koiktag <pwvuv, is, to speak out of the belly, Isa. 
viii. 19. Ik rf/c yffc <poyvuv, to speak out of the earth, Isa. 
xix. 3. and ov (fwvav, not to speak, Psal. cxiii. 15. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 10. Ken orav p&vaSwm, And tohen men have well 
drunk, then that which is worse.] The word p&iaKzvSai 
does not here' signify to be drunk, but to drink to satiety ; 
or, as Phavorinus saith, TrXvpovaSai, to be filled with wine. 
So Gen. xliii. 34. The brethren of Joseph* drank, Iptdva- 
%i)<jav fizr avTov, and were merry tvith him ; " saturati sunt 
cum eo," they were satisfied, saith the Vulgate: so Psal. 
xxiii, 5. My cup runfieth over, iroHjpiov pov p&vvkov, saith 
the Septuagint: sottUtb koi pzOivSriTz, Cant. v. 1. is, drink 
abundantly : Hag. i. C. tVfcrc koi ouk ug plOtjv, ye drank, 
but not to satiety : so Ecclus. i. IS.. The fear of the Lord 
fxz0v<jKzt 9 replenisheth men with her fruits.; and- xxxii. 13. 
Bless the Lord ptBvaKovra at, who filleth thee with good 



* " Inter veteres auclores, paacos admodara invenio,qui non aat aperte dicanlaut 
obscaresignificeal, aliqaam calpam aul errorcm fuisse, qnod filium ad faciendom 
miraculum incitaverit, si uoa ob alind, eerie iolempeslive el aote tempus; id fecit." 
Maid, in locara. 

fDoininaarepellensejasinlempestivam feslinatioaem dixit, 'Quidmilii et tibi 
esl,malicr?' " lib. ii. cap. 18. p. 277. 
•' $ '12; axalfiet ti {nreTy xal iyxiwrw rl tSJv trvsujwaTixoSv. Chrjrsost. ; . 

j *E7»wX«{a? fAixpfo. Theopliylact. 
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things: so Jerome on Jcr. xxxi. 14. koI jjuOvgu rfjv $v\r)v 
ruv'Upltov, I will satiate the soul of viy priests with fatness ; 
and, ver. 35. l/ttQvaa rraaav 'ypvxjnv $i$£><rav 9 I have satis- 
fied every thirsty sonl; and on those words, Hosca xiv. 7. 

titOv<y${}<rovrai *k*f> tom - v - F - 151 - H - 152 * H ' ** SeC 
1 Mace. xvi. 16. Moreover, these aro not the words of 
Christ, but of tho ruler of the feast, declaring, not how it 
was with the guests there present, but only that it was the 
usual custom to bring the best wine first, and when men 
had well drunk, then the meaner sort, and that this custom 
was not then observed. And, thirdly, admit some persons 
might exceed in drinking of this very wine miraculously 
made, which yet is more than can bo gathered from the 
text, our Lord cannot be charged with ministering to that 
excess, by making this provision of it, unless we also 
charge the providence of God, as being instrumental to all 
that gluttony and drunkenness which is committed in the 
world ; because it doth afford that meat and drink, which, 
by the glutton and drunkard, are abused to excess. 

(7] Ver. 11. Kai tyavipwt tx)v do%av avrov, And he ma- 
nifested his glory] t. e. His power of working miracles, 
which is styled his glory, John xvii. 22. 2 Cor. iii. 18. and 
for which he was glorified of all, Luko iv. 15. And this 
was opportunely done to confirm the faith of the apo- 
stles, who were newly come to him ; and therefore it is 
added, that they believed on him. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 15,16. He made a scourge of small cords, &c] 
To what hath been said, note on Matt. xxi. 14. Mark xi. 
17, add, (1.) that Christ, by making such a whip of bul- 
rushes, which could hurt nobody, seemed to insinuate, 
that he would not use external force to take away the 
abuses of men relating to his worship. And (2.) by call- 
ing the temple his Father's house, he distinguishes him- 
self from other prophets, who sometimes style God their 
God, (Isa. lvii. 21.) but never their Father. And, (3.) by 
purging the court of the gentiles from merchandise, not 
unlawful in itself, but necessary for the sacrifices which 
were to be offered in tho temple, though not necessary to 
be brought there, he sufficiently insinuates, that a distinc- 
tion is to be made betwixt places sacred and profane, 
and that what may as well be done elsewhere, ought notto 
be done in the house of God, the place appointed imme- 
diately for his worship. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 18. * Tt orj/iuov dutcvvtie ; Wliat sign shewest 
thou ? &c] This they ask, because it belonged only to the 
magistrate, as being God's minister and vicegerent, or to 
a prophet, to take away abuses in God's service. Now 
a prophet must shew himself to be so by some miracles, 
or some prediction of a thing future: this last Christ doth, 
by saying, 

[ 10 ] Ver. 19. Aicrart rbv vabv tovtov, &c. Destroy this temple, 
and I will build it up in three days.] When elsewhere they 
require a sign, he remits them to the sign of Jonas the 
prophet, Matt. xii. 39, 40. And here he also seems in 
effect to do the same thing, by saying, that, by raising the 
temple of his body after they had destroyed it, or by his 
resurrection from the dead, he would afford them a con- 
vincing demonstration, that he had good authority for 
what ho said and did ; and that he was that prophet 
which was to come. 

Note also, that these words arc not imperative, i.e. 
Christ did not bid them destroy his body, but only permis- 



sive and predictive of what he saw they would do ; and 
therefore he saith \iaarf, ye will destroy this temple. Ex- 
amples of like nature we have in tho Old Testament, as 
Gen. xx. 7. He shall pray for thee, and live thou; and 
xlii. 18. Do this, and live, i. e. thoushalt live; Deut.xxxii. 
50. Die in this mountain, i. c. thou shalt die there: (sco 
Isa. viii. 9, 10. liv. 1.) and in the New, as in those words 
of Christ to Judas, Wliat thou doest, do quickly, Johnxiii. 
27. and that of St. Paul, Be angry, and sin not, Eph. iv. 
2G. (Sec the note there.) Moreover, hescemethhere to 
call his body a temple, and elsewhere to declare he was 
one greater than the temple, (Matt. xii. 6.) because the Di- 
vinity dwelt always and inseparably in it, as the Jews 
thought the Divinity did in the temple built by Solomon. 
Josephus not only tells us, that Solomon prayed thus at 
the dedication of it, itctrtvu) tca\ ^otpav riva rov gov Ttvivjiaroq 
tig tov vabv airoiKnaai, tJiat some portion of the Divine Spirit 
might come down upon the temple, Antiq. lib. viii. cap. 2. p. 
264. F. but that, in all men's opinion, there was twidriji'ta 
Gcov Kai KaroiKi<T/tb$, an advent to, and habitation of God 
in it, ibid. p. 263. and that God came down into the tem- 
ple, and did Kara<xKi\vovv Iv ai™, pitch his tabernacle in it, 
ibid. D. G. (See the note on 1 Cor. vi. 19.) In the se- 
cond temple, say the Jews, were wanting the urim and 
thummim, tho Divine glory, the Holy Spirit, and the oil 
of gladness. Now Christ was that oracle from whom we 
might receive answers full of truth and light; in him dwelt 
the true Schcchinah, he had the Spirit without measure, and 
he was anointed with the oil of gladness above his fellotvs; 
and , so, in these respects, was greater than the temple. 
The temple, which you have polluted, saith he, I have 
cleansed; that temple of my body, w r hich you will destro} f , 
I will raise up. And that he did so, is evident from this, 
that after his resurrection his disciples believed the words 
which Jesus had said, ver. 22. which, had not Christ raised 
his own body from the dead, they could not have done. 
(See the note on x. 18.) I confess, it is more frequently 
said in Scripture, that the Father raised him from the 
dead: and this was necessary to be said, that it might 
appear that he had fully satisfied the Divine justice for 
our sins, in that he was by him delivered from that death 
he suffered for them. But then, as the resurrection in 
general is often ascribed to God the Father, and yet it 
cannot be denied that God the Son shall raise the dead 
by his own power, as the Scripture testifies, John v. 
28, 29. vi. 39, 40. 44. 54. 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. 25, 26. Rom. 
xiv. 19. Phil. iii. 21. Rev. i. 18. so is it to be owned, 
that the Father raised Christ from the dead : nor yet is it to 
be denied, that our Lord raised up himself, seeing he was 
quickened by the Spirit, Rom. viii. 22. 1 Pet. iii. 18. and 
God raised him up &a nvtvixaroQ avrov, by his Spirit, Rom. 
i. 4. and this Spirit, as he was the Spirit of the Father, so 
was he also the Spirit of Christ, 1 Pet. i. 11. and dwelt 
essentially in him. And thus it is easy to conceive how he 
raised up himself; and yet his resurrection might he 
ascribed to God the Father, viz. because he did it by vir- 
tue of the Spirit of the Father dwelling in him. 

[ii] Ver. 20. Ttaaapatcovra tca\ ?£ trtatv wicoSojx/jOrj 6 vabg 
ovroc, Forty and six years hath this temple been building.] 
Mr. Whiston here saith, the words should bo rendered, 
Forty -six years hath this temple been built; but our version 
is justified from the use of tho same words intheSeptuagint 
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in the same case, Ezra v. 16. a™ totb cwc rov vvv qJicoSo- 
fiifir\, Koi ovk hzXiaOri, this temple hath been building from 
that time to this, and hath not yet been finished. 2. The 
argument of the Jews requires this sense, which our trans- 
lation giveth of these words ; for it is plain folly to state 
thus the years from which it had been built, to prove it 
could not be built. again in three days; since this could 
have no more force to prove it could not be built in three 
days, than its being built at any other time; but the argu- 
ment is plain and strong according to our version, viz. that 
it could not reasonably be thought, that Christ himself, or 
with his small retinue, should do that in three days, which 
had already cost many thousand labourers forty-six years 
to build. 

Mr. Whiston's computation, I confess, is very plausible 
at the first view ; it begins thus, " Josephus * assures us, 
that the vabg, or temple, was begun in the eighteenth year 
of Herod, from the death of Antigonus, and that it was 
finished in a year and six montlis: now from these circum- 
stances we may certainly find the year we inquire for; An- 
tigonus w r as slain about July, A. P. J, 4677; and so He- 
rod's eighteenth year must begin about July 4694, and con- 
tinue till July 4695." Let us suppose the temple begun 
about the feast of tabernacles in this eighteenth year 4694; 
add a year and six months, the space in which it was build- 
ing, and it will appear to have been finished at the Pass- 
over Nisan 4696; from the Passover let us count forty-six 
years, and this will briug us to the Passover we inquire 
for, Nisan 4742, which is A. D. 29. But yet from an ex- 
act view of this computation, I find it fails in almost every 
particular. For, 

First, It is certain from Josephus, f that Antigonus nei- 
ther was nor could be slain in the month of July ; because 
the temple was not taken by Herod and Sosius till the 
tenth day of September, it being taken, saith Josephus, t£ 
zoprg rr\g vrjardag, on the feast of the fast ; by which words, 
saith Langius, % he intends no other than the fast prescribed 
by the law of Moses, and mentioned in his own history as 
a fast; for he names the day, that every one might know 
certainly when the city was taken: which, had there been 
more fasts, they could not have done by this character, 
sed omnem dubitationem eximit apposita vox lop-ny, but the 
word feast added to it, puts the matter beyond doubt; for 
there was but one fast so called in a year. This, say I, is 
demonstrable from the word toprr], the feast of the fast, the 
tenth of Tisri, being the only fast mentioned among the 
feasts of the Lord, and called a sabbath of sabbaths, Lev. 
xvi. xxi. and being by all writers called the feast of ex- 
piation. And this is also evident from the word vr\<rrzia, 
for this being the ovAy fast of God's appointment, is, by the 
Scripture, Philo, and Josephus, emphatically styled the 
fast-day: thus, sailing was dangerous (saith St. Paul), be- 
cause the fast was past, Actsxxvii. 9. for on the tenth day 
of the seventh month we fast till eventide, saith Josephus ;§ 
and on the fifteenth day of the said month rpiTttrat 6 icatpdg 
etc ttjv xwh iOV wpat/, begins the winter. f H Xtyofilvri vrtcr- 
Ttta, The day by ns called a fast is reverenced every where, 
saithPhilo.il This, saith Josephus, 1[ is the day rjv 'Iou- 
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$<uoi vr)<rrdav ayovmv, on tvhich the Jews fast ; which, had 
they then observed any other annual and stated fasts, could 
have been no character of time, as in Josephus and St. 
Paul it is. This is yet farther evident from what Josephus 
saith in the same place, viz. that the city was taken p it ( 
'OXvfimadog t§ y'fiqvt, in the third month of the hundred 
and eighty-fifth Olympiad. Now the year of the Olym- 
piads beginning in July, the third month of any year of an 
Olympiad must answer to the Julian September. Mr. 
Whiston, indeed, will not allow, that ancient writers use to 
cite the months of an Olympiad ; but he may be convinced 
of his mistake in this matter from the testimony of Dio- 
genes Laertius,* who saith that Socrates was born in the 
fourth year of the seventy-seventh Olympiad Bapy>\Kiu>vog 
ttcrr}, on the sixth of Tliargelion, that Plato f was born in the 
eighty-eighth Olympiad Qapyrikt&vog cj3Sojtiy, on the seventh 
of Tliargelion, and that Epicurus;}; was born in the third 
year of the hundred and ninth Olympiad, on the seventh 
of Gamelion. 

Mr. Whiston, to avoid this, saith the city was taken on 
the day of a solemn fast, in the twenty-third of the third 
month Sivan, kept for the defection and idolatry of Jero- 
boam. But (1.) Josephus doth not say it was taken in a 
fast, on the third Jewish month, but 'OXvfimaSog r$ y fir\v\, 
on the third month of the eighteenth Olympiad, which an- 
swers to September; and then by way of apposition r£ hpr\} 
Tj}e vr\artiag, at thefeast of the fast, which plainly fixes the 
taking of it to the tenth of September. (2.) As Jeroboam 
celebrated a feast in the eighth month, which he devised 
of his own head, so Mr. Whiston hath devised a fast of his 
own head in the month Sivan, not mentioned by Josephus, 
nor any Jewish writer of or near those times, nor extant 
in Buxtorfs§ history of their feasts and fasts; but a pure 
product of that famous chronicle Megillah Taanith, of 
which I have already given an account (3.) When Herod 
began to batter the wall, it was then summer, saith Jose- 
phus, || and so he had no hinderance from the weather: 
now there being three summer months, let us take the mid- 
dle of them, July the fifteenth ; the first wall, saith Jose- 
phus, H was taken after forty days, i. e. August the twen- 
ty-fifth ; the second, fifteen days after that, i. e. on the 
tenth of September; ergo, not on the month Sivan, when 
summer was but just begun. (4.) Josephus adds,** that 
Herod began the siege Xoxp^cravTog rov x £t /*wvoe, when win- 
ter teas over, suppose about the midst of March; that he 
went soon back to Samaria, and married the daughter of 
Aristobulus; that then he gathers a greater army, and So- 
sius comes to him with auxiliaries ; and then he places his 
camp near the north wall : let all this be done by the tenth 
of April; and then he adds, that after this, the party of 
Antigonus endured the siege ttIvts fiqal, five months, i. e. 
till the tenth of September; how, therefore, is it possible, 
that the city should be taken in the month Sivan, or the 
third month ? Nor was Antigonus slain till about a month 
or more after the city was taken : for Josephus ft informs 
us, that he was afterward carried by Sosius to AntioCh, 
where Antony then was, and that he kept him there, in- 

* Lib. ii. p. 107. t Lib. Hi. p. 164. 

% Lib. x, p. 610. $ Sjnag. Jud. cap. 30. 

|| ©£fo? h, Antiq. lib. xiv. cap. 28. p. 506. G, % Ibid. p. 507. 

*• De B. Jud. lib. i. cap. 13. p. 740, 741. 

ft Antiq, lib. xiv. cap. 28. p. 508. lib. xv.cap. 1. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



408 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[chap. II. 



tending to reserve him to his triumph at Rome; but when 
ho heard that the Jews had so great favour for him, and so 
great hatred to Herod, that they would not be prevailed 
upon by torments to own him as their king, he beheaded 
him at Antioch ; Antigonus therefore, in all probability, 
could not be slain till about the tenth or fifteenth of Octo- 
ber, and so Herod's eighteenth year could not begin till that 
time. And so, if Herod began his project of building the 
temple on tho very first day of his eighteenth year, which 
yet is both uncertain and improbable, he could not begin it 
at tho feast of tabernacles, that being fixed to the fifteenth 
day of September. 

Secondly, Josephus* doth not say, that Herod began to 
build the temple in his eighteenth year ; but only that Itn- 
/3aXcTo, he cast in his mind to do so : and when he had pro- 
posed this to the rulers of the Jews, he engages not to at- 
tempt the work till he had prepared all the materials for it, 
nor doth he say how long he was preparing these materials, 
though, saith Casaubon, all men will think it reasonable to 
allow him at least a year for that; and bishop Usher saith, 
they were only provided in two years' space : so that He- 
rod could not begin the work till the middle of his nine- 
teenth year.f Now admit the fancy, that the vabq was 
first built in eighteen months, he could not finish the 
.building of it till his twenty-first year from Antigonus ; from 
thence he reigned only thirteen years: now thirteen and 
twenty-nine will never make forty-six. years. 

But, thirdly, that which entirely confoundcth this account 
is this consideration, that when Herod began to build, he 
first built the hpbv, i. e. t the court of the. gentiles and lay 
Jews; and the building of this, saith Josephus, took up 
eight years: absolutoqae octo annis reliquocedificio, tandem 
etiam templum ipsum sacerdotum opera sesquianno perfe- 
cit; and having finished that in eight years, he afterward, 
by the assistance of the priests, built the vabg, or the in- 
ward temple, in a year and half more; so that, according 
to Josephus, the vabc was not built till the twenty-eighth of 
Herod, £. c. but six years before his death : now six and 
twenty-nine make only thirty-five years. 

Mr. Whiston, indeed, saith, that I perplex the matter, 
when I place the building of the hpbv before the vaoc, *• e- 
the outward before the inner temple. But this I do with 
good authority, and with better reason; for Josephus saith, 
the hpbv was finished in eight years, and then follow these 
words,!}; rov Si vaov dta twv hpiwv ot»coSo)u?)0£vroc Iviavry Kai 
fitiaiv «r, a7rac 6 \abg IttXijowS'ij -^apaq, kcu tov ra)(ovg 7rpw- 
tov Tt$ $■£(£ rac £vx a / t>t0T f a ff Ittoiovvto, then the temple being 
built by the priests in a year and six months, all the people 
returned thanks to God, and celebrate the enctenia. Who 
sees not now, that the work done about the vab$ was done 
last of all, and that instantly thereupon follow the encce- 
ida for the dedication of the whole? And this is also suita- 
ble to reason: for the Jews, fearing that Herod would not 
be able to perform his promise, would surely keep that 
part of the temple on which their daily sacrifices, and the 
service of the great day of expiation depended, standing; 
till they saw, by what he had done about the other temple, 
that he was likely to accomplish his undertaking, and would 
not have suffered themselves to be deprived of trie benefit 
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of those sacrifices for nine years and a half, as they must 
have done, if cither the temple of the priests had not been 
standing, or not dedicated till that time. Wherefore, for 
the right stating this matter, let it be noted, 

First, That, whether this computation of the Jews he. 
true or false, neither Christ nor the evangelist is con- 
cerned in the matter, seeing St. John only relates what the 
Jews said to Christ; and if they said any thing that was 
not true, he, who rclatcth truly wiiat they said, can lose no 
credit by it. Note, 

Secondly, That the opinion of them who say, the second 
temple was (including the times of the interruption to its 
complete finishing) forty-six years in building, though it 
may not be true, as Drusius thinks it was; yet it was so, 
as here he saith, " ex opinione vulgi et sapientnm," ac- 
cording both to the opinion of their icise men and the com- 
mon people; and it is certain from Josephus, * that they 
had not completely finished it till long after: for he having 
told us, that the foundation of it being laid in the close of 
the reign of Cyrus, it was interrupted nine years, till the 
time of Darius; that Ezra f finished the temple for service, 
in the ninth year of Darius, in whose second year they be- 
gan again to build; adds, % that in the twenty-fifth year of 
Xerxes (i. c. Artaxerxes) Nehemias was sent with his 
commission to repair the walls of Jerusalem, and to \ti\pa- 
vovrov Upov TiXttuxrat, to finish the remainder of the temple, 
the court of the sanctuary being not yet built. (Neh. ii. 8.) 
And seeing they constantly called the temple built by Zo- 
robabel, and restored by Herod, the second temple, till the 
destruction of it by Titus; and of necessity it must be so, , 
in some true sense, that the prophecy of Haggai, concern- 
ing Christ's coming to that very temple, might be fulfilled; 
they, who always called this the second temple built by Zo- 
robabel, why might they not say of that, according to their 
received computation, forty-six years was this temple in 
building? 

But, thirdly, the opinion of Ludovicus Capellus, Dr. 
Allix, and others, who understand this of the temple of 
Herod, is exact, plain, and evident: for if you begin the- 
time of the building in the eighteenth of Herod, when he 
began to set about it, and employed a thousand carts to 
bring the materials, and provided the most skilful artificers 
for that work, from that time to his death is exactly sixteen 
years: this was said of Christ in the thirtieth year of his 
age, at the first Passover after his baptism : now thirty 
and sixteen make forty-six years. 

Obj. If it be here objected, that Josephus informs us, 
that Herod's temple was finished in nine years and a half: 

Ans. The answer is, That it was then finished as to use ; 
but, saith Capellus, " Planum est ex eodem, semper aliqnid 
additum, et extructum ab eo tempore fuisse in illo templo," 
It is plain from the same Josephus, that from that time there 
was always something added to, or new built in the temple, 
even till the time of Agrippa junior ; i. c. about the space of 
sixty years. Bishop Usher adds, that all Herod's tcealth 
was not sufficieiit for the building, but that it was continued 
still by the gifts consecrated to God: and this is confirmed 
by the saying of Josephus,§ That all the holy treasures, t 
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and the tributes sent from alljiartsofthe'ivorld, were spent 
in building and adorning the temple. And that the abun- 
dance of money and the largesses qf the people ivere beyond 
expression; and so to jujSev eXttktQev ?£«v Tr(aa$, ImnQvy ical 
Xpovotg vv avvaifiov, that which mext thought would never be 
finished (theattempt of Herod * being to fxera rfjc ^XiriSoc 
a-n-urrov, beyond all men's hopes) was, through patience ftnd 
length of time, expedited. Yea, he farther saith,f in the 
time ofFlorus, or the tenth of Nero, tote to hpbv ErereXtoro, 
then was the temple finished, 

CHAP. III. 

l./A HERE was (at Jerusalem) a man of the pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, (who was), a. ruler of the Jews ; (i. e. 
one of the Jewish Sanhedrin, John vii. 50.) 

2. The same (ovroc, he) came to Jesus by night ( that 
he might not offend his colleagues), and said to him, Rabbi, 
[*] we know (i. e. I know, see note on xxi. 24. or, it 
may be certainly known) that thou art a. teacher come 
from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with him (the power that enables 
thee to perform them, exceeding all that men or devils 
can do). . , 

3. Jesus (observing that he said nothing of the excellency 
and power of his doctrine, to change the hearts and reform 
the lives of men, but only of his miracles by which it was 
confirmed) answered and said to him/ Verily, verily, I say 
to thee, (This acknowledgment willnpt be sufficient to render 
thee a member of that kingdom I am to set up, for) except 
a man[ 2 ] be born again, (i. e. renewed in his mind, will, and 
affections," by the operation of the Holy Spirit, and so 
become a new creature, 2 Cor. v. 17.) he cannot see (i, e. 
enjoy the blessings of) the kingdom of God. 

-4. Nicodemus (being a pharisee, exact in the observance 
of their traditions and ritual observances, but having no 
knowledge of this spiritual regeneration) saith to him, How 
can a man be born (again) when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother's womb, and be bojrn? 

5. Jesus answered, (Though you so little understand it, 
yet Uiave told you a great truth, which farther to explain) 
verily, verily, I say to thee, [ 3 ] Except a man be born 
(again) of water (and so become one of my disciples by 
that baptismal regeneration, by which your proselytes (ire 
said to become as infants new born) and of the Spirit (pu- 
rifying his heart from all worldly and carnal lusts, and en- 
abling him to live a spiritual life according to my doctrine), 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God, (or enjoy the 
blessings of my kingdom. - e 

G. And the reason and necessity of this regeneration by 
the Spirit is evident, as also that it cannot be sufficient to 
this end to be of the seed of Abraham, he being only the fa- 
ther of our flesh ; for) [ 4 ] that which is born of the flesh 
(only) is flesh ( still mindeth chiefly carnal things, and lives 
after the motions of the flesh); and (but) that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit; (i. q. is acted by, and lives 
after, the motions and directions of the Holy Spirit, Rom. * 
viii. 5. 

7. And) marvel not that I (have) said to thee, Ye must I 
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be born again, (because this birth is not discernible by the 
eye of sense, nor do men fully know the manner how this new 
birth is wrought within them by the Spirit; for thus it is in 
other matters : as, for example,) 

• 8. The [ 5 ] wind bloweth where it listeth (as the vapours 
move it), and thou hearest the sound thereof ( and by that 
discernest the thing itself), but (yet thou) canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth (though it came 
certainly from one place, and goeth certainly to another) : 
so is (it with) every one that is born of the Spirit : (the ef- 
fects produced in him by the Holy Spirit plainly shew a 

great change in him, and he Jiimself perceives it : but the 
operations of the Spirit, producing this change, are not per- 
ceptible to others, nor is the renewed person always able to 
perceive and to distinguish them from, the inward workings 
of his own mind.) 

9. Nicodemus apswered and said to him, (J apprehend 
not :) how can these things be ? 

• 10. Jesus answered and said to him, Art thou [ 6 ] a 
master (SiSacnca^oe, a teacher) of Israel (one of tfiose who 
say of their baptised proselytes, they are as new-born babes, 
and of wisdom, that it comes from above), and (yet) know- 
est not these things ? 

11. Verily, verily, I say to thee, We speak that we do 
know, and testify that we Jiave seen (that is, I deliver to 
you what I knoiv certainly to be true); and ye receive r not 
our witness (i. e. you do not believe and own that truth 
which, by my miracles, is confirmed). 

12. If I have told you (of) earthly things (or that 
which may be represented to you by similitudes taken from 
earthly things, or things done by you here on earth), aqd 
ye believe -(them) not, how shall ye believe, if(iyhen) 
I tell you of heavenly things ( i. e. of things which cannot 
be tints represented, viz* of my descent from heaven, and 
abode still there)?. 

13. And (yet no other person Cfin acquaint you with these 
heavenly things, for) [ 7 ] no man hath ascended up to heaven 
(to learn them there, see note on Rom. x. 6.) but he that 
came dowii from heaven, even the §on of man, who (ac* 
cording to his Divine nature) is in heaven (while ye see him 
here on earth) T 

14. And (yet, as great as this Son of man is, fie must die 
for the sins of men ; for) as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, (that they, who werebitten by poisonous ser^ 
pents, and so would otherwise have died, looking up to it, 
migfif live, Numb. xxi. 8, 9.) even so must the' Son of mart 
be [ 8 j lifted up (upon the cross); 

, . 15. That whosoever believeth in him should nQt perish 
(by that death, which the temptation of the old. serpent 
brought upon all the sons of Adam), but (being delivered 
from it by the death of this Son of man, who is the antitype 
of that brazen serpent, might) have eternal life. 

16. (NQr is it to be wondered, thqt God should thus suffer 
his only-begotten Son to. die, this being only the effect ofhip 
great love to mankind;) for [ 9 ] God so loved the world, 
that be gave (up) his only-begotten Son (to death for us 
all, Rom. viii. 32.) that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish (by lying still under the power of death), but 
(by rising from it, John v. 28, 29. should) have eyerlast-i 
inglife. , 

- 17. For (surely) God (acting thus in pursuance of his 
great love to tfietvorldXsent not his Son into the world to 

3G 
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condemn the world, bat that the \}°] world through him 
inight be saved (by faith in him. 

18. And therefore) he that (having heard his doctrine, 
and seen the miracles by which it is confirmed) believeth on 
him is not condemned, (there being no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, Rom. viii. 1.) but ho that 
(after the knowledge of this salutary doctrine) believeth 
not is condemned already, because he (after such con- 
viction) hath not believed in the name of the only-begotten 
Son of God. 

19. And this is (the ground of) the condemnation (of 
such a man), that (he continues in his infidelity, not for 
want of light> but from a love to his sins; for) light is come 
into the world, and (tliese) men (have) loved (to continue 
in) darkness ["] rather than (to embrace the), light, be- 
cause their deeds w T ere evil. 

20. (And this is the proper effect of a prevailing love to 
sin,) for every one that doeth evil (naturally) hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest ( the evil of) his deeds 
should be (discovered, and) reproved (by it). 

21. But he that doth (sincerely love) the truth cometh 
^o the light, that (by it) his deeds maybe manifested ( both 

to himself and others), that they are wrought in (the fear, 
and according to the will, of) God. 

22. After these things came Jesus and his disciples 
into the land of Judea; and there he tarried with them, and 
(by them) [ 12 ] baptized (iv. 2. to prepare the Jews by the 
baptism of repentance, as John did, for the reception of the 
Messiah ; see the note on this verse). 

23. And John also was baptizing in Enon, near to Sa- 
lira (the place being convenient for that purpose), [ w ] be- 
cause there was much water there : and they (the people) 
came (to him), and were baptized (of him there). 

24. For John was not yet cast into prison (by Herod). 

25. Then there arose a question (or dispute) betwixt 
some of John's disciples and the Jews about purifying, 
(it being without example to baptize a Jew; and they being 
styled SouXot Gcov KaBapoi, the pure servants of God, Neh. 
ii. 20. and thought to be bom in holiness, thepharisees might 
ask what need there was of any baptism to purify them; 
and if John's baptism was sufficient for this end, why did 
Christ set up another after it, which seemed to argue him 
greater than John, and that his baptism must confer some 
higher degree of purity ?) 

2G. And ( upon this) they came unto John (for satisfac- 
tion in this matter), and (byway of complaint) said to him, 
Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan (to be baptized 
of thee), to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same 
baptizeth (i. e. he takes upon him thy office, as if thy bap- 
tism were imperfect), and all men come to him (u e. the 
concourse to him is so great, that we fear thy baptism zvill be 
neglected). 

27. John answered and said, [ u ] A man can receive no- 
thing (of power or authority), except it be given him from 
heaven. 

28. Ye yourselves (can)bcar me witness, that I said, I 
am not the Christ, but ( only) that I am sent before him 
{to prepare his ivay: seeing then God hath only made me his 
forerunner, I must not pretend to an' equality with him, 
whose forerunner and servant I am). 

29. He that hath the bride is the bridegroom : but the 
friend of the bridegroom, which standcth and heareth him 



(Gr. standing and hearing him caress and express his affec- 
tion to his spouse), rejoiccth greatly because of the bride- 
groom's voice (Christ is this bridegroom, and the church 
is his bride, I only am the bridegroom's friend): this my 
joy therefore is fulfilled (by hearing that he is thus gra- 
ciously speaking to his church, and calling her, by this and 
other methods, to fit herself for his embraces). 

30. He must increase (in his glory, and the extent of his 
government, Luke i. 32, 33.) but I (his forerunner, whose 
office ceaseth, when- he comes and manifests himself to the 
world) must decrease. 

31. (And it is reasonable to own him superior to me, and 
all the other prophets, which ever came into the world, even 
than Moses himself; for) he that cometh from above (not 
only by his mission from God, as I and they did; but by his 
original, ver. 13.) is above all (that are descended of earthly 
parents only; and) he that is (thus) [ w ] of the earth is 
earthly (as to his rise), and speaketh of the earth (i. e. 
things which, comparatively, are earthly, Moses of carnal 
ordinances, I of water-baptism, the prophets of obedience to 
the law of Moses; but) he that cometh from heaven (to re- 
veal thewillofGod to man) is above all (not only in the 
excellency of his person, but in the spiritual and heavenly 
nature of his doctrines and promises). 

32. P 6 ] And what he hath seen (by the irradiation) and 
heard (by the immediate dictate of the Holy Ghost dwelling 
in him), that he testifies (to the world); and (yet) no man 
receiveth his testimony (i. e. they who receive it, compared 
with them that do not, are as none). 

33. He that hath received his testimony hath set to his 
seal (i. e. declared his assurance) that God is true (both in 
his promises concerning the Messiah, and in his testimonies 
that he hath given to him, that this is his beloved Son ; it 
being as impossible, that he who is sent with such heavenly 
doctrine, confirmed by so great testimonies from heaven, 
should be a deceiver, as that God himself should lie). 

34. For he whom God hath sent (so as no other prophet 
was sent) [ n ] speaketh the words of God (so as no other 
prophet did) ; for God giveth not the Spirit by measure 
(or, in a limited manner) to him, (as he did to them, so as 
to come to them only at such times, and to impart such a 
particular revelation ; for in him were all the hidden trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge, Col. ii. 3. 

35. And) the Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into his hand ; (the entire knowledge and revelation 
of his will, and the power to give eternal life to those that 
believe and obey it, John xvii. 2. and to condemn everlast- 
ingly those that obey not his gospel, 2 Thess. i. 7, 8. 

36. And therefore) he that believeth bn the Son (may 
be sure he) hath (a present right to, and shall hereafter 
receive) everlasting life : and (but) he that believeth not 
the Son (but rejecteth his authority and doctrine) shall 
not see (i. e. enjoy this) life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him (for ever). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. III. 

[»] Ver. 2. OI'AAMEN, We know that thou art a teacher 
come from GodJ] This could not be said of his brethren, 
the pharisees and rulers of the Sanhedrin ; for none of the 
pharisees or of the rulers believed on him, vii. 48. oTSa^fv 
therefore here may relate chiefly to Nicodemus, and only 
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signify, I know, as it often doth : (see note on xxi. 24.) or 
else may signify, it is, or may be known ; as when the 
blind man saith, ive knoiv, God heareth not sinners, ix. 31. 
(See Matt. xxvi. 2. Luke xx. 21. Rom. ii. 2. iii. 19. vii. 14. 
ICor. viii.4. 1 Tim. i. 8.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 3. 'Eav fiij Tig yzvvT}6$ avtoOzv, ov Svvarai iSav, If 
a man be not born again, lie cannot see the kingdom of 
God.] It is here needless to inquire, whether the word 
avwSev should be rendered from above, or again, as our 
translation doth, and as Nicodemus understood Christ's 
words, since every one who is born again is also born from 
above, (James iii. 17.) as being born of that Spirit which 
cometh from above. 

Note also, that, to see the kingdom of God here, and to 
enter into it, ver. 5. is the same thing, and both these 
phrases signify, to be a real member of that kingdom, and 
to enjoy the blessings belonging to them who are so; thus 
to see good, Eccles. vi. 6. to see good days, Psal. xxxiv. 12. 
and to see life, ver. 36. is to enjoy them; and to see God, 
Job xix. 26. Matt. v. 8. and to see the Lord, Heb.xii. 14. is 
to enjoy him. 

Note, thirdly, that Christ seems to speak this not pri- 
marily of that heavenly kingdom, into which the blessed 
shall enter at the day of judgment; but of that spiritual 
kingdom, which was to be erected by the Messiah, and 
into which men entered by baptism : whence it must fol- 
low, that no man is indeed a member of Christ's kingdom, 
who is not truly regenerate. If you continue in my word 
(saith Christ), then are ye my disciples indeed, John viii. 31. 
and if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his, Rom. viii. 9. 

Note, lastly, that this seems to be directed against the 
false and pernicious conceptions of the Jewish doctors, 
the scribes and pharisees, who thought they had a title to 
the kingdom of God, and the blessings of it, as being the 
seed of Abraham according to the flesh; and promised to all 
Israelites, on that account, a portion in the world to come; 
declaring, saith Justin Martyr,* that to all that were of the 
seed of Abraham, though they were sinners, and disobedient 
to God's laws, should be given an eternal kingdom. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 5. 'Edv py yevvifdy 1% vSarog, If a man be not 
born of water.] That our Lord here speaks of baptismal 
regeneration, the whole Christian church from the begin- 
ning hath always taught, and that with very good rea- 
son; for, 

First, Though water is sometimes put to signify or re- 
present the purifying operations of the Holy Spirit; yet to 
be born of water is a phrase never used in Scripture, for 
being born of the Spirit; but very properly is it used of that 
baptism, which is the laver of regeneration, (Tit. iii. 5.) and 
was by all the ancients styled -naXiyyevvtvia, or regenera- 
tion. (Sec note on 1 Cor. vii. 14.) 

Secondly, To be baptized with the Holy Ghost and with 
jire, (Matt. iii. 11. Luke iii. 16.) is to be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost descending on the apostles in the symbol of 
fire, as the event declared, the Holy Ghost falling upon 
them in the shape of cloven tongues like as of fire, (Acts ii. 
2, 3.) and therefore, in like manner, to be baptized with 



* *TflrsXa/*#arcm; ori *ravT»s rot's aV5 ttic enrols tss xttra ca^K* rou *A£f««/* tZtfi, 
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water and the Holy Ghost, most likely signifies to be bap-, 
tized with the Holy Ghost and with the symbol of water. 
. Thirdly, The question betwixt Christ and Nicodemus 
was about that which was requisite to fit a man to enter 
into the kingdom, that is, the church of God, and to make 
hira partaker of the blessings of the gospel. Now it is cer- 
tain, that baptism by water is by our Lord declared to be 
the ordinary means of entering into his kingdom ; for he 
saith, Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; or of becoming one of Christ's disciples; for he 
not only made disciples by baptism, (John iv. 1.) but gave 
commission to his apostles, to make disciples in all nations 
by baptizing them, (Matt, xxviii. 19.) and therefore must 
here speak of that: hence, even when the Holy Ghost was 
actually fallen upon Cornelius and his friends, St. Peter 
commands them to be baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, i.e. to be admitted to be Christ's disciples by that 
rite, and looks upon it as a necessary consequent of that 
higher baptism. (Acts x. 47, 48.) Christ therefore here de- 
clares it to be a rite necessary for the entrance of adult 
persons into his kingdom ; and it seems highly reasonable 
to esteem so of it: for what salvation can be expected by 
them, who, after he hath told them they, must be baptized 
with water, that they may enter into his kingdom, do, by 
refusing that sacrament, too plainly shew, that they refuse 
that way of entering into his kingdom, and becoming his 
disciples, which he had appointed for that end ? But theit 
here, 

First, Infants must be excepted from this necessity, as 
being incapable of knowing, and therefore of transgressing, 
this command ; they therefore shall not suffer in their eter- 
nal interests for the mistake or neglect of any of their 
parents. 

Secondly, They also are to be excepted, who want that 
baptism they desire, not out of contempt, but of necessity, 
as dying before they can procure it: thus, though the in- 
fants, who died before the eighth day, died without the sign 
of the covenant, the Jews never thought fit to circumcise 
them before that day; and, since it is not the washing of 
the body, but the stipulation of a good conscience, that ren- 
ders baptism saving, (1 Pet. iii. 21.) it cannot be purely 
the want, but the contempt of that, which must condemn 
us. And, 

Thirdly, Whatever ignorance of the precept, or mistake 
about the nature of it, renders not men incapable of bap- 
tism by the Holy Ghost, can never render them incapable 
of the salvation promised to the baptized. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 6. To yzytvvr}fiivov Ik riqg crapicbg crap% tort, That 
which'is born of the flesh is flesh (only).] Our parents be- 
ing only the fathers of the flesh, Heb. xii. 9. Whence it is 
that it cannot be sufficient to entitle infants to the blessings 
of this kingdom without baptism, that they arc born of 
Christian parents according to the flesh, but that some 
operation of the Spirit is necessary to fit them for the 
kingdom of heaven. Hence some infer, that man, in his 
natural estate, can do, nothing but what is carnal, and 
therefore sinful, and only can begin to do what is truly good 
when he is born again of the Spirit: whereas, 

First, This exposition renders it impossible for a man to 
do any thing towards his own conversion ; and so renders 
all God's commands and exhortations to the wicked, to turn 
themselves from their iniquity, all his promises of pardon 

3G2 
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to them that do so, and all his threats of death, if they 
neglect to do so, and all his complaints against them, that 
they would not do so/ vain and absurd; and, as Cyril of 
Alexandria saith, pm£w§>)/ia xivbv, a vain rhapsody, they 
being then only commands and exhortations to others, to 
perform that, whidhyif ft ever be done, he must do himself. 

Secondly, This exposition makes the word flesh, and 
fleshly birth, to signify one corrupted by his fleshly ap- 
petite, and so led and governed by the mbtions'of the flesh ; 
whereas Tolet* well observes, that to be born of the flesh 
here only signifies that natural generation, by which a man 
is born into the world of the will of the flesh, this being the 
only birth Nicbdemus spake of, as of a thing incredible; 
because then a man must enter twice into his mother's 
womb. This therefore is the plain meaning of our Lord, 
that* besides that natural birth, by which we receive only 
our flesh and body from our parents, there is need of a 
spiritual birth to fit us for the kingdom of God; but he saith 
nothing of any necessity lying upon us, till we are thus born 
again, to do only evil; or of our incapacity to do anything, 
which may contribute to this new birth. 

I s ] Ver. 8. Tb nvtvfxa, TJie wind bloweth where it listeth.] 
They who would say that the word nvevfia signifies here, 
not the wind, but the Holy Spirit, first, destroy the com- 
parison intimated in the word ovrwg, so; and, secondly, 
they make Christ say, that Nicodemus heard the voice of 
the Spirit, which is not very probable. 

I 6 ] Ver. 10. Art thou 6 SiSatrKaAoe, a master (or teacher) 
in Israel?} These being received maxims among the Jews, 
that wisdom is given from above, (Targ. in Eccles. vii. 7.) 
and that when a man is aproselyte, he is reputed as an infant 
new born, (Seld. de Jure Nat. lib. ii. cap. 4.) our Saviour 
might well admire, that a teacher of Israel should have 
no notion of a new birth by water, or a birth from above. 

[*] Ver. 13. And no man hath ascended into heaven, but 
he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man, 6 wv 
iv r£ ovpavq, who is in heaven.] The Jews say, for the ho- 
nour of their prophet Moses, that he ascended NDVTD ^wh, 
into the high heavens, Targ. in Cant. i. 5. 11, 12. That this 
was not true of Moses, these words of Christ shew, and the 
history of Moses, which saith, he only ascended to Mount 
Sinai ; but of Christ, who, in the beginning, was with the 
Father, (i. 1.) and who came down from heaven to do and to 
declare his Father's will, (iii. 35.) this is most true ; but then 
he is said, as to his Divine nature, to descend from heaven, 
not by a local descent, or by quitting heaven, but only by a 
manifestation of- himself on earth; in which sense God 
himself is said, in the Old Testament, to descend to see 
the tower of Babel, Gen. xi. 5. and to confound the lips 
'of* them that built it, ver. 7. and to see the iniquity of iSo- 
dom, Gen. xviii. 21. and to deliver his people from the 
hand of the Egyptians, Exod. iii. 8. and to give them the 
law, Exod. xix. 18. And thus, saith St. Austin, he is said 
to descend, not when he from heaven observes what is 
^done on earth, for that is metaphorically to look down 
from heaven; but when he doth something upon earth be- 
yond the usual course of nature, which therefore seemeth 
to require his more than ordinary presence there; arid then 



* " Maltom a Tero seosn looi liujos aberrant, qui Carncm Loc loco expoounl de 
Peccato, com nihil hio de peccalo agalor : el quamvia nullom esael peccalum, yeram 
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he is usually said to appear, either attended by his holy 
angels, or in a flame or cloud of glory, the symbol of his 
majestic presence. Note, 

Secondly, That those things are frequently ascribed, by 
this evangelist, to Christ, which neither do nor can agree, 
and which elsewhere are not ascribed, to any creature, viz. 
that he is he, tvho in the beginning was with God, i. I) 
6 wv, that is in the bosom of the Father, ver. 18. 6 wv 7rapa 
rov Qeov, that is with God, vi. 4G. and here, tvho is in hea- 
ven. Now this never was nor could be said of a mere 
creature : for, as Wolfzogenius confesseth, no creature can 
be in heaven and on the earth at the same time. The gloss 
of Grotius here is this, " singulari Dei dono nobis conces* 
sus est," he is given to ns by the special gift of God; but 
this answers not the fulness of the phrase, he came from 
heaven; for all the prophets were sent to the Jews, and 
the apostles both to Jews and gentiles, by the especial 
gift- and kindness of God, and yet none of them are said 
to come down from heaven; Christ is styled the Lord from 
heaven, L Cor. xv. 47. as coming down from thence" to 
judge the world, IThess. iv. 16. the new Jerusalem is said 
to come down from heaven, Rev. iii. 12. xxi. 2. 10. be- 
cause it was represented so in a vision to St.' John: the 
baptism of John is said to be from heaven ; but neither 
he, nor his doctrine, to descend from heaven. (Seethe 
note on John vi. 32.) In vain do some Socinians produce; 
as parallel expressions, those words of St. Paul, He hath 
seated its in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus> Eph. ii. G. 
and our city is in heaven, Phil. iii. 20. for the last only 
signifies, that heaven is the place where we are to dwell for 
ever; the first, that Christ hath exalted the human nature 
thither." Their strength consists in their second answer, 
viz. that 6 wv is to be rendered, tvho was with God, and 
who was in heaven; and this, say they, is here apparent, 
because Christ speaks of himself as the Son of man, both 
here and vi. G2. To which- it might be answered, that 
Christ, in these places, saith, the Son of man is in hea- 
ven, as St. Peter saith, the Prince of life was crucified, 
Acts iii. 15. St. Paul, that the Lord of glory suffered, 
1 Cor. ii.-8. and that God purchased a church with his oivn 
blood; Acts xx. 28. viz. the Son of; man is in heaven, not 
as the Son of man, but as the Son of God. But that which 
fundamentally destroys this answer, is this consideration, 
that it is not true, that Christ,' as to his> human nature, in 
the beginning was with God, or was in heaven: yes, say 
they, after his baptism he was taken up into heaven, there 
to be made acquainted with the will of God. But, 

First, This sophism is sufficiently confuted by the pro- 
found silence of all the evangelists concerning it; for they 
tell us very particularly of very many things concerning 
Christ, which are comparatively of little moment, of his 
circumcision, of the flight with him into Egypt, of his stay 
in the temple, of his being carried by the tempter into a 
very high mountain, and his being placed by him on a pin- 
nacle of the temple ; can we then reasonably think the 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit would neglect to record that 
ascent of Christ into heaven, on which his Divine wisdom, 
and the truth of his whole prophetic office, did so much 
depend ? It is true, the argument is negative ; but then in 
matters of great moment to the establishment of our faith, 
in what this our great Prophet taught, and to advance him 
above all other prophets, as this ascent must be, even 
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Sclichtingius allows such arguments ; it being not reason- 
able, saith he, to suppose the wisdom of the Holy Ghost, 
in matters of this nature and importance, should be wholly 
silent. >$ *ri .' 

Secondly, To what end should our' Saviour, .be thus 
snatched up into heaven, or what necessity was there of 
it? Could ;not the Father declare his will to him, as to 
-other prophets, while he was on earth? Surely an al- 
mighty and all-present God could as well do this out of 
heaven, as in it: or was it, because he would not do this 
to him upon earth? This cannot truly be affirmed, seeing 
Christ was anointed, and filled with that Spirit, by which 
he. performed his prophetic office, not in heaven, but on 
-earth : there was it that the Spirit descended on him as a 
dove, Matt.- Hi. 16. and by virtue of this Spirit he re r 
reived at Jordan, he taught in the synagogues,. and was 
glorified of all, Luke iv. 14, 15. by this Spirit, he was 
-sanctified, for his office, and sent into the world, John x. 
36.. by this unction the Father sent him to preach remis- 
sion' of sins, and the acceptable year of the Lord, Luke iv. 
.18/ 19. on this account he spake the words of God ?r be- 
cause the Father had given him the Spirit not by measure, 
here, ver. 34,: whence it appears, that Christ was fitted 
for this prophetic office by that Spirit he received on earth. 
Well, then, either our Lord was taken up into heaven to be 
thus instructed, before this unction he received on eaTth, 
or afterward; if before, this unction of the Spirit must be 
needless, unless God did his work imperfectly hi heaven, 
and gave him there no full and perfect knowledge of his 
will ; if after this unction, this ascent was needless, he being 
by it filled with the Spirit of wisdom; counsel, and power, 
above measure. What therefore could be wanting to him, 
who, from this Spirit, had received all the treasures of 
/wisdom and power to perform the greatest miracles for the 
discharge of his prophetic function ? (See Placaeus, Disp. 
prima et secunda, and note on John, vi. ,61.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 14. OvTtjg vi//w0ijvai Set vlbv rov ai/0pu>7rov,.&c. So 
must the Son of man be lifted up, that all that believe in him 
may have eternal life.'] He saith not here, as the Socinians, 
that the. death of Christ was necessary for the confirmation 
of the gospel ; but with the fathers, that it was necessary 
.to procure to us life eternal, by removing that death which 
sin had brought upon us. Note also, that as wpovaSai here, 
and viii. 28. xii. 32. is to be lifted up upon the cross; so 
Rabbi Solomon interprets the pole on which the serpent 
was lifted up, a fork; and Justin Martyr,* ,Tertullian,f 
and Barnabas, J say; this was a figure of the cross, /and 
that it was a symbol of salvation; he that turned* to it 
being preserved from death, not by what he saw, but by 
the Saviour ofall.men. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 16. God so loved the world, &c] Two things in 
Scripture are noted as indications of God's especial love 
to man: 1. that he sent his Son into the world to die for 
hira : 2. that he who was thus sent, was vibe 'Sioc real juovoye- 
vfjg;his proper and only Son, Rom. viii. 32. 1 John iv. 9. 10. 

Obj. Woltzogenius here saith, (1.) that this Son of God 
could not be God, since then he must be his own Son. • 



* Tuttc; o-rav?w. Apol. ii. p. 91.* 
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Ans. It only follows hence, that he could not be God the 
Father; but yet he might be God of Godby the union of* 
the Aoyog, or the Divine nature, to his human nature. 
- Obj. But then, saith he, God must have suffered. 

Ans. It follows; only hence, that he who suffered was 
God, but not that he suffered as God; and this those an- 
cient fathers well understood, who read Heb. ii. 9. that 
Christ suffered, x w i°<c Beov, his Divinity suffering nothing. 

Obj. Hence he objects against Christ's satisfaction thus; 
Seeing God shewed the highest love to men in sending thus 
his Son to die for them, he could not then be angry with 
them; and therefore couldi require no atonement to.be 
made tp him for them; Christ therefore could not die to 
reconcile this kind and loving God to the world. 

Ans. To this I answer, that .we are taught by plain ex- 
amples of holy Scripture,. that love or benevolence in God 
towards the sinner, is well consistent with his displeasure 
against him for his sin, as in the case of Job's three friends; 
For the { Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My anger is 
kindled against thee, and thy two friends, because ye have 
not spoken of me the things which are right; (Jobxlii! 7.) in 
which words*. there is a declaration of God's anger against 
them for their sin, exactly parallel to that of God supposed 
by us in this case ; and yet we find a like expression of his 
love in the ensuing words, Tlierefore take to you now seven 
bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and 
offer up for yourselves a burnt-offering, for him will I ac- 
cept, lest I deal with you after your folly. God's love,is 
visible in directing them to that sacrifice, which would 
obtain his favour, but it was only after the oblation of; 
fered, and the prayer of Job, that eAvcre ryv afxaprlav avroXg, 
he forgave their sins. Again, did not God shew his kind- 
ness to his people Israel, in admitting, a beast to suffer in 
their stead, and appointing his blood to make atonement 
for them; and yet did not he himself require this atone r 
ment to be made, that so their sins might be forgiven? 
.Did not he appoint this blood to be offered to him'. as a 
propitiation for their sins? And did not then the victim 
die? And was not his blood offered to reconcile. this 
loving God to sinners? And is it not hence evident, that 
God's love to sinners is well, consistent with his displea r 
sure against them for sins? , ,. 

.- [ :o ] Ver. 17. For God sent not his Son to condemn the 
world, but that 6 koo/ioc the world by him might be sdved.~\ 
The Jews imagined that God first made the world only for 
their sakes, (2 Esd. vi. 55, 56. 59.) and also, that the. re- 
demption of it was only designed for their good, and that 
their Messiah would come to subdue and condemn the na- 
tions whom he hated. Christ, on the contrary, here declares, 
that God was so far from hating or condemning them, that 
he sent the Messiah into the world to save them, and con r 
sequently to die for them. 

Vain here is their imagination, who by the world under- 
stand only the elect out of the world: for then Christ here 
must only say, that he was sent, tfiat the elect who believed 
in hira should not perish ; as if any who were absolutely 
elected to salvation by faith in him could either perish or 
not believe. No, it is apparent from these words, that of 
this world, thus beloved by God, some would not believe, 
and so would perish. And this is more apparent from the 
words immediately following, in which the world, which 
he was sent to save, is divided into believers and unbe- 
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licvcrs, and into those that will be saved and condemned: 
for thus they run, He (of this world) who believeth in him is 
not condemned; but he that believeth not is now condemned; 
which must be false, if you restrain this world to such elect 
as cannot perish, and cannot but believe to life eternal. 
And, lastly, he that believeth not, saith Christ, shall there- 
fore be condemned, because he believeth not in the name of 
the only Son of God. Now, is it not absurd to say, men 
shall eternally be condemned for not believing in him, who 
died not for them, and was not sent for their salvation? 
Since then Christ frequently declares, that all to whom the 
gospel is propounded, shall be condemned, if, and because, 
they believe not in him, (John iii. 18.) it is certain that he 
died for the salvation of them also. 

[ u ] Ver. 19. And men have loved darkness more than light, 
fiaXkov <tk6toq ti rb #wc.] Here the critics note, that /uiAXov 
% is not a comparative, as if the workers of iniquity did, in 
some measure, love the light; for, ver. 20. they are said to 
hate it; but, as in other places, is a negative: so xii. 43. 
They loved the praise of men, fiaXXov fatp, more than the 
praise of God, i. e. and not the praise of God : so 1 Tim. i. 
4. 2 Tim. iii. 4. Heb. xi. 25. in which places /xaXXov n may 
be rendered, as here, and not light; and this they did not 
only in those times of ignorance at which God winked, 
(Actsxvii. 30.) but after the clear light had shined upon 
them; by which it appeared, that the deeds of darkness 
were so pleasing to them, that, when they were discovered 
to them so to be, they still bore that affection to them 
which rendered the light displeasing to them, because it 
did reprove them : whereas they who had hearts disposed 
to obey that light which would direct them in the way to 
happiness, came to it, that they might be the more assured 
they were doing the works of God, i. e. those works which 
were performed according to his will, which tended to his 
glory, and chiefly did respect him as the end and object 
of them. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 22. Kal Ij3&m?£v, And he baptized.] By his dis- 
ciples, (iv. 2.) not, as most interpreters conceive, into his 
own name, or so as to exact from them a belief, that he 
was the Christ; for this he forbids his disciples to divulge 
till he was risen from the dead, Matt. xvi. 20. xvii. 9. 
He therefore only did baptize as John had done, into the 
faith of the Messiah, which was to come, and with that bap- 
tism of repentance which prepared the Jews for the recep- 
tion of his kingdom. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 23. "On vSara 7roXXa %v Ikci, Because there was 
much water there.] In which their whole bodies might be 
dipped; for in this manner only was the Jewish baptism 
performed, by a descent into the water, (Acts viii. 38.) and 
an ascent out of it, (ver. 39.) and a burial init. (Rom. vi.3, 
4. Col. ii. 12.) Some here inquire, why Christ should thus 
baptize when John had not desisted stf to do? But since 
both, by their baptism, intended the same thing, I see no 
reason why our Saviour might not as well baptize as preach 
repentance, (Matt. iv. 17.) whilst the Baptist was doing the 
same thing. . 

["] Ver. 27. A man can receive nothing of himself.] i.e. 
One who, by Divine authority, is intrusted with any com- 
mission, cannot exceed that commission; since therefore 
God hath only made me the forerunner of the Messiah, 
as I have told you, ver. 28. 1 cannot pretend to be equal 
with him. 



[ 15 ] Ver. 31. '0 $>v U riic 7*ic, &c. He that is of the edrthis 
earthly.'] See the paraphrase ; and note, that 6 lir\ iravrw is 
an epithet proper to God alone, and yet ascribed to Christ, 
Rom. ix. 5. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 32. Kal Iwpaice koI fiiaowi, rovro /xapTv/Jct, And 
what he hath seen and heard, that he testifies.] i. e. What he 
fully knows; for by seeing and hearing wc come to the 
most perfect knowledge of things ; or what he hath in- 
wardly heard and seen by the dictate and irradiation of the 
Holy Spirit. 

["] Ver. 34. He whom God hath sent speaketh the words 
of God: for God giveth not to him the Spirit by measure.] 
i. e. He that hath the Spirit in a limited manner, at such 
times only, and with respect to such particular revelations 
only, may sometimes speak from his ownself ; but he who 
hath the Spirit always residing in him, without stint or 
measure, must always speak the word of God. To give a 
thing in measure, in the Scripture phrase, is to do it spar- 
ingly ; as when it is said, Tliey shall drink water by mea- 
sure, Ezek. iv. 16. and to correct in measure, Jer. xlvi. 28. 
xxx. 11. is to do it sparingly, or in such a proportion: 
in which sense we read of the measure of faith, Rom. xii. 
3. and the measure and gift of Christ, Eph. iv. 7. so that to 
give the Spirit without measure, is to give him in the greatest 
affluence and without restraint. 

CHAP. IV. 

1. WHEN therefore the. Lord knew how the pharisees 
had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples 
than John ( the Baptist), 

2. Though (in truth) Jesus himself baptized not, but 
(only) his disciples, (see the note on iii. 22.) 

3. He (in prospect of the danger this might bring upon 
him from the envy and malice of these pharisees) left Judea 
(where the power of the Sanhedrin^ of which many of them 
were members, prevailed), and departed again into Galilee 
(where they had less interest with Herod, and could less ob- 
serve or be offended tvith his actions). 

4. And he must needs go [*] through Samaria (tliat lying 
betwixt Judea and Galilee). 

5. Then cometh he (Gr. he cometh therefore) to a city of 
Samaria, which is called (by them Sichem, but by the Jews, 
see the note) [*] Sichar, near to the parcel of ground that 
Jacob [ 3 ] gave to his son Joseph (at his last benediction, 
Gen; xlviii. 22.) 

6. Now Jacob's well (i. e. a well bearing his name) was 
there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat 
[ 4 ] thus (weary and thirsty as he teas) on (or by) the well: 
and it was about the sixth hour, (i. e. it was then about 
noon. , 

7. Then) there cometh a woman of Samaria (to that 
well) to draw water; (and) Jesus saith to her, Give me 
(some water) to drink. 

8. For his disciples were gone away to the city to buy 
meat (and so couldnot draw it for him). 

9. Then saith the woman of Samaria to him, How is it 
that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, who am a woman 
of Samaria? (this she had cause to wonder at,) \f] for the 
Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans (they would 
buy of them any thing; but they would receive no gratuity 
or kindness from them: sco the note). 
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10. Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest 
[ 6 ] the gift of God (L e. what an excellent gift the Holy Spirit 
is), and who it is who saith to thee, Give me to drink (i. e. 
how able he is to impart this gift to thee); thou wouldest 
have asked of him, and (then) he would have given thee 
(this) living water, (which will spring up so continually in 
him that hath it, that he shall thirst no more, ver. 15. see 
John vii. 38, 39.) 

11. The woman (thinking CJirist only meant spring- 
water, that being t in the Hebrew idiom, living-water, Gen. 
xxvi. 19.) saith to him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, 
and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that 
living water (of which thou speakest)? 

12. Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us 
the well (for we claim our descent from him), and drank 
thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? 

13. Jesus answered and said to her, Whosoever drinketh 
of this water shall (soon after) thirst again: 

14. But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him f 7 ] shall never (have cause to) thirst (more); but the 
water which I shall give him (i. e. the Holy Spirit abiding 
in him) shall be in him (as) a well of water springing up 
to everlasting life. 

, 15. The woman (still understanding him as grossly as she 
did before) saith to him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst 
not ( any more), neither (may have farther need to) come 
hither to draw (water). 

16. Jesus (being willing to prepare her to receive his doc- 
trine, by convincing her that he was a prophet) saith to her, 
Go, call thy husband, and come (ye both) hither. 

17. The woman answered and said, I have no husband. 
Jesus said to her, Thou hast well (i. e. truly) said, I have 
no husband : 

18. For thou hast had five husbands (from whom thou 
hast been divorced for thy adulteries) ; and he whom thou 
now hast ( i. e. cohabitest with) p] is not thy husband ( thou 
living with him in fornication): in that (therefore) saidst 
thou truly. 

19. The woman (then) saith to him, Sir, I perceive that 
thou (whoso exactly knowest the secrets of my life, andtliat 
which I thought was known to God alone) art a prophet. 

20. [ 9 ] Our fathers worshipped in this mountain (as we 
do) ; and ye (Jews) say,' B that in Jerusalem is the place where 
men ought to worship (God; I ask therefore thy opinionin 
this case). 

21. Jesus saith to her, Woman, believe mo, the hour 
(shortly) cometh, when ye shall [ 10 ] neither in this moun- 
tain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 

22. (But to your question I answer, TIiat)\} v \ ye worship 
ye know not what (i. e. that God which you do not truly and 
savingly know ; because ye know him not according as he is 
revealed in his word): we know what (i. e. rb SeTov 6, the 
Divinity which) we worship (serving him according to those 
laws to which he hath promised salvation): for salvation is. 
of the Jews (and the terms of it are to be derived from them 
to others). 

S3. But the hour cometh, and now is (instant), when 
the true worshippers shall worship the Father (not with car- 
nal sacrifices as both now do, but) in [ w ] spirit (ual sacri- 
fices, acceptable to God through Jesus Christ, 1 Pet. ii. 5.) 
and (not in the types and shadows of the law, as the Jews 
now do, nor in that erroneous manner as ye do, but) in (the) 



truth (of the gospel, John i. 17.) for the Father seeketh such 
to worship him (Gr. such worshippers of him: for) 

24. [ 13 ]God is a Spirit: and they that worship him (aright) 
must worship him in spirit and in truth (i\ e. agreeably to 
his spiritual nature, by giving up their hearts and spirit to 
him; and according to his will, by serving him according to 
the precepts of the gospel). 

25. The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias 
cometh, who is called Christ: and when he is come, he 
will tell us all things (that we are to believe and do). 

26. Jesus said unto her, I that speak unto thee am he 
(viz. the Messiah). 

27. And upon this came his disciples, and [ u ] marvelled 
that he talked with the woman: yet no man said (to him), 
What seekest thou (of)? or, Why talkest thou with her? 

28. The woman then left her water-pot (at the tUell), 
and went her way into the city, and saith to the men (of 
the city), 

29. Come, see a man, who told me all things that ever I 
did: is not this (an evidence that he is) the Christ? 

30. Then they went out of the city, and came unto him. 

31. In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, 
Master, eat. 

32. But he said unto them, [* 5 ] I have meat to eat which 
ye know not of (i. e. somewhat more valuable and pleasant 
to me than meat or drink). 

33. Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any 
man brought him (meat) to eat. 

34. Jesus saith to them, My meat (i. e.my delight) is to 
do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 

35. [ l6 ] Say not ye (proverbially, as an encouragement to 
the sower), There are yet four months, and then cometh (on 
the) harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, 
and look on the fields, for they are white already to har- 
vest (i. e. look upon the Samaritans flocking to me to hear 
my doctrine, and you will see that the time of my spiritual 
harvest is already come). 

36. And he that reapeth (this spiritual harvest, by bring- 
ing men to the faith) receiveth wages (for his labour), and 
gathereth fruit (not to sustain this mortal life, but) unto 
life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth 
(he that laboureth to prepare men for, and he that brings 
them to, the faith) may rejoice together (in the fruit of their 
labours). 

37. And herein is that (proverbial) [ J7 ] saying true, One 
soweth, and another reapeth. 

38. 1 (have) sent (or, do send) you to reap that whereon 
you bestowed no labour : other men laboured (the prophets, 
by foretelling the Messiah ; the Baptist, by calling men to 
repentance, that they might be prepared to receive him), and 
ye are entered into their labours (and only are to perfect 
what they have begun). ■ 

39. And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on 
him for the saying of the woman, which testified, (saying) 
He told me all that ever I did/ 

40. So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they 
besought him that he would tarry with them: and[ 18 ] he 
abode there two days. 

41. And (in that time) many more believed because of 
his own word ; 

42. And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not be- 
cause of thy saying : for we have heard him ourselves, and 
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know (by the excellency of his doctrine, and the holinessand 
goodness of his precepts) that this is indeed the Christ, the 
vSaviour of the [ 19 ] world. 

43. Now after two days he departed thence, and went 
into Galilee (passing not by Nazareth, the place of his edu-> 
cation, but another way). 

44. For Jesus himself testified/ that a prophet hath (com- 
paratively) no honour in hisown country. 

45. Then when he was come to Galilee, the Galileans re- 
ceived- him (gladly), having seen all the things which he 
did 'at Jerusalem at the feast (of the Passover): for they 
also'went to the feast. 

4G. So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he 
had made the water wine.. And there was a certain noble- 
man (a great man of Herod's court), whose son was sick 
at Capernaum. - • * 

47. (And) when ho heard that Jesus was come out of 
Judea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him 
that he would come down, and heal his son : for he was at 
the point of death. 

48. Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see p°] signs 
and wonders (done. before your eyes), ye ( Jews and Hero- 
dians) will not believe (on the account of the excellence and 
goodness of my doctrine, as the Samaritans did). • 

—49. The nobleman saith to him, Sir, come down ere my 
child die. 

50. Jesus saith unto him, (Tliere is no need of my going 
down,) go thy way ; (and-thou shalt find) thy son liveth. 
And tHe man believed the word which Jesus had spoken to 
him, and he went his way. 

- 51. And as he was "now going down (to his house), his 
servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth. 
•* 52. Then inquired he of them the hour when he began to 
amend! And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh 
hour the fever left him. 

53. So the father knew that it was at the same hour in 
which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and (he) him- 
self believed, and [ 21 ] his whole house. • . 

54. This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when 
he was come out of Judea into Galilee. 

*• < • j > » 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. IV. 

I 1 ] Ver. 4. HE must go through Samaria.'] For, saith 
Joscphus,* the Galileans going up to Jerusalem at the feast, 
tveut through the country of the Samaritans. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 5. He cometh to a city of Samaria called St'xap, 
Sichar.] It is certain from the son of Sirach, (1. 2G.) arid 
from Josephus, (Antiq. lib. xi. cap. 8.) that the name of the 
city was Sichem. This therefore is either a corrupt pro- 
nunciation, as BcXmp for BtXtaX, or a name of reproach put 
upon it by the Jews, "Dtp, as if it were a city of drunkards, 
as Achan, Josh. vii. 25. is called "DIP, 1 Chron. ii. 7. as 
being a troubler of Israel. 

[ 3 ] Tlie parcel of ground which Jacob gave to his son 
Joseph.] i.e. That piece of ground which he boughtof Hamor, 
thcTa'thcr of Sichem, Gen.' xxxiii. 19. for. that was near 
Sichtfm, saith the text there : and honce this place became 
not only the inheritance of Joseph, but his own burial-place; 

*'*E&0f h to7; TaXiWotf It raif locate ifc rw Ufit iffan ira^aytyofxhot; ihvitv hh t»; 
5a/*3tffo* xH*S* Antiq. lib. xx. cap, 5. 



he being buried, not in the cave of Machpelah, as his father 
Jacob was, (Gen. I. 13.) nor saying, I will lie with my fa- 
thers, as Jacob did, (Gen. xlvii. 30.) but being buried in 
this place: for the bones of Joseph, which the. children of 
Israel brought out of Egypt, buried they in (i. e. near to) 
Sichem, in a parcel of ground, which Jacob bought of Hamor, 
the father of Sichem, for a hundred pieces of silver; aud it 
became the inheritance of the children of Joseph, Josh.xxiv. 
32. (See Bochart. Hierozoic. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 43. p. 
435, 43G.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. G. 'EicaOc&ro oCrwc, He sat thus on the well] i. e.- 
Either weary or thirsty as he was ; so Acts vii. 8. ovrwc, so 
Abraham begat Isaac, i. e. being circumcised ; 1 Kings ii. 7.- 
Shew kindness to the sons of Barzillai, for ovtwq, so they 
came to me, i. e. with kindness; or, as Chrysostom and 
Theophylact have it, he sat aTrXwc wc «™x £ > ^ he found a 
place: it follows, it was £>pa ?kx*/, that is, saith one, six 
o'clock in the : evening; St. John counting by the Roman 
hours in his Gospel. But this mistake is plainly evident 
from i. 39. They abode with him that day; for it ^yas about 
the tenth hour; viz. four in the afternoon, not te?i of the 
night, according to the Romish computation. 

[f] Ver. 9. Ov yap wyyjpwvrai 'IouSeuo* Sa/uapeiTcuc, For the 
Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.] So in the Jeru- 
salem Talmud the Samaritans say, your fathers deatt^otih 
our fathers, why therefore do not you so likewise with us? 
(Buxt. Lex. Talra. p. 1370.) By the traditions of the phari- 
sees they might buy of them; and therefore.Christ's disciples 
do not scruple at this ; (ver. 8.) but: they were not to bor- 
row any thing of them, or receive any kindness frona them; 
or drink of their water, or eat of their morsels ; forthey 
bound them under an anathema, not to eat of the fruit or 
morsel of a Cuthean, and held the eating of their flesh to be 
as bad as eating swine's flesh. (R. Eliezer, cap. 38.) * But 
Christ, despising such traditions as had no foundation,* 
either in the law of God or equity, and tended to the im- 
pairing the laws of common friendship or humanity, asks 
drink of this Samaritan woman, and eateth with them. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 10. If thou hadst known rfjv dwpeav'rov Qtov, the 
gift of God.] By the gift of God and living water, Christ 
seems here to understand the Holy Spirit, represented in 
the Old Testament by clean water, Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 27. 
and in the New, by living water, John vii. 38. Rev. xxi. G. 
xxii. 1. For (1.) spring-water is in the Hebrew idiom 
called living water, in opposition to that which stagnates: 
for life consisting in continual motion, by reason of the 
continual ebullition of this water, it is said to live ; (see 
Lev. xiv. 5. 50. xv. 13. Numb. xix. 17.) hence it is hero 
said to be water springing up, (ver. 14.) And (2.) this Holy 
Spirit/to be communicated to believers, is styled Bvpta rou 
Oeov, the gift of God, Acts viii. 20. ?j Swpea iTrovpavioc, the 
heavenly gift, Hcb. vi. 4. ?j Swpca the gift, Acts xi. 17. (Sco 
the note on Rom. v. 17.) J 

[*] Ver. 14. He that drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst.] i. e. He never shall have need to 
thirst for the enjoyment of this Spirit, he being to abide with . 
tKem for ever, who have once received him, (John xiv. 1G.) 
if they do not expel, quench, or grieve him; or," he shall 
thirst no more, because this Spirit will be in him the 
earnest of, and bringhim to, that happy life, where there is 
no more thirst. (Rev. vii. 1G.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 18. Is not thy husband.] Sec one reason in the 
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paraphrase ; others say, this is spoken, because she had 
divorced herself from her husbands, contrary to the lawj 
which permitted not women to begin the divorce, and so 
was really the wife of some former husband then living. 
(SoGrotius.) 

. p] Ver. 20. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain.'] 
We learn from Josephus,* and from this woman, that the 
Samaritans, when they saw it for their advantage, pretended 
to be (TvyyevHQ twv y lovdatwv, allied to the Jews, to have 
Jacob for their father, (ver. 12.) kol £k tov 'Iw<x?j^o*v ycvcaXo- 
yovvrtQ avTovg EKyovwv'E^oaf/idv kol 'Mavaaatvov, anddeduced 
their genealogy from Ephraim and Manasses, the sons of 
Joseph; t they also contended, that Mount Gerizim was the 
most ancient place of worship, because Abraham built there 
an altar to God, (Gen. xii. 6, 7.) and so did Jafcob, (Gen. 
xxxiii. 18.) and therefore that was the place where sacrifices 
were to be offered before the temple at Jerusalem was built. 
But the Jews answered, that the temple was built on the 
mountain of Moriah; in the place where Abraham offered 
up Isaac, (Joseph. Antiq. lib. vii. cap. 10. p. 254. F.) and 
that that was the place of worship throughout all'genera;- 
tions. (Targum in Chron. iii. 1. see Jkiaimonides de aedi- 
ficio Templi, Tract. 1. cap. 2. §. 2.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 21. "On ovrt lv ri$ opu rovrq>, ovrt lv 'IcpoaoXv- 
fiote, Neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem.] Jose- 
phus saith the contention betwixt the Jews and Samaritans 
was about the place, to which they ought to bring those 
sacrifices and oblations by which God was then chiefly 
worshipped, the Jews declaring that it was their temple, t 
Koi rac Svaiag Ikh iriinruv a&ovvrwv,' and requiring that the 
sacrifices should be brought thither; the Samaritans, that 
they should be brought to Mount Gerizim. This contro- 
versy, saith Christ, will shortly be decided by removing the 
occasion of it, viz. this way of worshipping God by sacri- 
fices; and by giving liberty to worship God with spiritual 
sacrifices inivery place, as the prophet Malachi foretold, 
i. 11. < . 

[ n ] Ver. 22. *Yjmc TrpomcvvuTt o ovk otSart, Ye worship ye 
know not what, &c.j This, many think, is spoken with're- 
lation to some false objects of the worship, or to some 
idolatrous way of worship, which obtained among them: 
The Jews gave it out, that they -worshipped God J in the 
image of a dove; but this seems plainly fabulous, and in- 
vented by the Jewish rabbins out of hatred to them : for, 
(1.) among the idols which they worshipped, when they 
came from Assyria to Samaria, there is not the least hint 
of any image of a dove worshipped by them. (2.) Jose- 
phus, § though he, in several places, inveighs against them 
sharply upon other accounts, doth never charge them with 
this crime, which shews it to be a later invention of their 
rabbins : and, (3.) it is a thing wholly inconsistent with the 
laws of Moses, which they then owned; for, as all images 
are forbidden by it, so it did require them to sacrifice the 
dove to God, and it was always judged an absurd thing to 
worship that which they did sacrifice. (See Bochart. 
ilieroz. par. ii. lib. i. p. 6. 8.) 

Others say they worshipped God only as the topical god 
of that country; but though this might be true of them 



* Aaliq. Jad. lib. *i. cap. 8. p. 386. D. 

t Anliq. lib. xii. cap. 1. * Talmud. Tr. Chalmi, cap. i. F. 6. 
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when they first came into Samaria, and retained their hea- 
then sentiments; yet could itnot.be true of them. after 
that, rejecting all their heathenish superstitions, they had 
embraced that law in which Jehovah- is continually styled 
the Maker of heaven and earth, and the God of all the 
earth; and when, as Epiphanius* saith, they endeavoured 

tor enounce all idolatry, and to otvn but one God 1 ! 

" Eut whereas Epiphanius, and many of the Jews, pro-, 
nounce them guilty of latent idolatry, for worshipping God 
in that mountain where Jacob hid the idols of the nations, 
according to those words, Gen. xxxv. 4. And they gave to 
Jacob'all the strange gods that were in their hands, and 
Jacob buried them under the oak which was by Sichem ;.it is 
not probable, that Christ should accuse them of false wor-. 
ship on the account of idols under ground, .which they 
knew nothing of, and which they never did intend to wor- 
ship. Observe then, - .. . , - ♦ 

First, That the inquiry of the woman, and the dispute 
was, saith Josephus, only about the place of worship ; and' 
therefore it is very probable Christ's answer chiefly doth 
respect the place. •• . ; * . - .. - 

-. Secondly, That Christ, by saying to the Samaritan \vo-» 
man, that shortly they should not worship the Father in that 
mountain, does tacitly own, that the Samaritans did wor- 
ship the Father;. nor doth he instruct her, who was the true 
object of her worship, but only, how she was to worship 
the 'true God.; . * . : * .• . ....,, - . >> * 

Thirdly, When they came first to Samaria, it is ob- 
served that they knew not Mishpat, the manner of: worship- 
ping the God of- Israel. (2 Kings xvii. 16.) In this, saith 
Christ, youarestiirdeficient, as not worshipping the God 
of Israel according to his prescription in the law, but 
according to your own inventions. You therefore may 
be truly said not to know him, whose will you observe 
not, neither worshipping him according to his nature in the 
spirit, nor according to that law, which is the rule of his 
worship, and according to which alone you can do him ac- 
ceptable service : if then you would obtain salvation by 
the worship of him, you must do it according to the reve- 
lations made to the Jews, to whom, as the promise of, a 
Saviour was given, so from them is salvation to come to 
the world, according to the promise made to their fathfer 
Abraham, In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
[ I2 ] Ver. 23. Shall -worship the Father lv.7rvtvf.taTi kclX 
aX^dq,' in spirit and in truth.'] That is, saith Origen, ov 
aapKiKotQ" Svataig, not with carnal sacrifices, but xoith spi- 
ritual worship, or with those spiritual sacrifices, which are 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ; (1 Pet. ii. 5.) ovk 
lv tvttoiq, not in types, but according to the truth contained 
in them; for the law was given by Moses, but grace [ and 
truth came by Jesus Christ, John i. 17. Thus Philo saith, 
he brings to God, yvfoiov Stpamlav, the true worship, who 
brings, ttjv akri$ttav, airXriv, teal fioviqv Svaiav, truthj the 
simple and the only sacrifice ; not he who uses washings 
and purgations of body, but defiles his soul ; or who builds 
and adorns temples, and offers hecatombs upon the altar, 
TnpnrXavtTui yap ovrog tijc irpbg tyaifitiav oSpv, Spijoxefai/ avr\ 
<>moTi}Tog riyovfitvog, for he errs from the way of piety, as 
thinking outward worship is to be preferred to holiness. 
(L. quod deter, pot. p. 123. CD.) 

* Eif t» fAtT&nQwcH rn< iftwXfXaTpijif, ka) to* Ira ©rsr Itti^vSv*!. Lib. i. II. 9. J. 2. 
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Now, that wc may thus worship God in spirit, wo must 
lay, as the foundation, not only purity of body from all 
unclcanncss, but of the ,soul also from all spiritual defile- 
ments, all pride and haughtiness of mind, all malice, envy, 
bitterness of spirit, all impure thoughts, and evil concupis- 
cence; for these arc styled works of the flesh, Gal. v. 19. 
21. Now, they that are in the flesh (saitli the apostle) can- 
not please God, (Rom. viii. 8.) nor can they mind the things 
of the Lord, who are not pure in body and in spirit; (1 Cor. 
Yii. 34. [2 Cor. vii. 1.) and with this the very heathens were 
so well acquainted, that they often taught that God was, 
% purfi mente colendus," to be worshipped with a pure 
mind ; this was the best offering we could give,* and the 
best habitation we could build him. 

Secondly, We must have just and awful thoughts of the 
Divine Majesty, oft representing him to our thoughts, as a 
God of infinite purity and justice, as well as power and 
wisdom, one who is always present with, and beholds all 
our secret thoughts and actions, in order to a future rccom- 
pence; for by these apprehensions fixed in our hearts, we 
shall be naturally induced to glorify him in our spirits: 
(1 Cor. vi. 20.) having laid this foundation, wc must en- 
deavour to walk humbly with God, subjecting ourselves 
wholly to his providence, being contented in all conditions 
in which he doth think fit to place us, and submitting our 
own wills to his good pleasure, which is in Scripture styled 
poverty of spirit, Matt. v. 4. and the wisdom of the Spirit, 
Rom. viii. 6. 

Thirdly, We must endeavour to resemble him as much 
as may be in holiness and righteousness, in truth, in good- 
ness, and in mercy; for even the heathens say, f rtfitt<retg 
tov Oebv ttpiGTa, lav «£ Gey diavotav b/xoidxnig, we then wor- 
ship God best, when we are most like to him. 

Fourthly, We must worship God from spiritual princi- 
ples, a sincere love and filial reverence of him; and to 
spiritual ends, that we may promote his glory, and do what 
is well-pleasing to him; and, after a spiritual manner, serv- 
ing him with the whole heart, soul, and mind, and with a 
fervency of spirit. 

["] Ver. 24. Ilvev/i" 6 Gtbg, God is a Spirit.] The arti- 
cle 6 here shews, that God is the subject, and the Spirit is 
the predicate ; and this opinion obtained among the Pla- 
tonists, who styl6 him Nouc, a n\ind; and among the Py- 
thagoreans, % who said, a<ru>/iarovc trpb iravrbg Tryou Qtovg 
{m&pxuv) before all things you must hold the gods to be in- 
corporeal. Aristotle also thought .it necessary to assert, 
that the first mover was aptplg, or without parts; yea, even 
the stoics, saith Plutarch, | determined, that God was an 
intelligent Spirit, ivithoutform. 

[ u ] Ver. 27. They marvelled that he talked with the wo- 
man.] This being one of the six things, say the Tabbins, 
which render a disciple impure, viz. that he talks with wo- 
men. (Buxtorf. Lexic. p. 1145.) 

, [ 15 ] Ver. 32. 1 have meat to eat, &c] This phrase is used 
by the ancients concerning things which were done by 



• * *■ Cultus aatcm Deorura est optimas, ideraqnc castissimas, atque aanctissimua, 
trfeftisaimmqtitJ pietatis, ut eo« aemper par&, integri, incorrupt;* et mente et voce ve- 
neremar" CicdeNst. Deorum, lib, ii. p. b3.*&sykz «l ttvrd avtytc ^4^ xa&afis 
chiton^ T$iro? iff* t«c yx; QtU d* tx Ut Hier. in Carro. Pjtb. p. 15. et Seneca apud 
Lact. de rero cultu. lib. vi. cap. 25. 

* t Hier. in Carm. Pytb. p. 22. 25. t Jamb. Protrept, p. 151. 
§ Pbjj, lib. Tiii. cap. 10. De Placit. Pbilo. lib. i. cap. 6. 



them with pleasure,* " istic mihi cibus est quod fabulajre," 
thou sayest that which is meat to me. So the servant in 
Plautus, and another in Aristophanes, f pa^a y lirowTevziv 
Sokw, tf Orav *cara/)affw/iat \aOpa nj> Sc<nr<Jrp,fi is meat to me to 
curse my master secretly. 

f 16 ] Ver. 35. Say you not> There be yet four months of 
the harvest, &c] The sense of these words secmcth to "run 
thus — In your common harvest you usually say, after your 
seed is sown, foijr months hence will come the harvest, or 
the time when you shall reap the fruit of the seed sown; 
but in this spiritual harvest it is otherwise : for the seed 
of the word sown in the heart of the woman of Samaria, 
in your absence, hath made the Samaritans already ripe for 
the harvest. 

, [**] Ver. 37. '0 A6*yoe, This saying.] So the scholiast in 
Aristophanes, Kara tov 'naXaibv \6yov, tiXXoi plv oirdpovai, 
ctXXot 8' av afifiaovrai, according to the old proverb, One 
soweth,buf another shall reap. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 40. He abode there two days.] He abode there 
so long, that he might not contemn persons so desirous to 
learn of him; he stayed no longer, that he might not neglect 
the Jews, or seem to prefer the Samaritans before them; 
and he commanded his apostles not to go to any city of 
Samaria, (Matt. xiii. 5.) because the gospel was '.first to 
be preached to the Jews, and then to the Samaritans. 
(Acts i. 8.) 

[*>] Ver. 42. The Saviour of the world.] That is, saith 
Mr. Clcrc, of the Jews ; for it is not likely the Samaritans 
thought of the salvation of the gentiles; but why might they 
not think so, who knew, that in the seed ofAbralutm were 
the families of the earth to be blessed? and seeing the Sama- 
ritans were not Jews, had they used these words in that re- 
strained sense, they had excluded themselves from this sal- 
vation. The word doth sometimes signify the multitude, 
or the public; as when Christ's brethren say to him, Shew 
thyself to the world, i. e. publicly, John vii. 4. and the 
pharisees, the world is gone after him, John xii. 19. but 
never the Jews in opposition to the gentiles. 

poj Ver. 48. If ye see not signs and wonders ye will not 
believe.] Hence some interpreters conclude this, nobleman 
was a Jew; it being no wonder, that a heathen should not 
believe without a miracle. 

[ 21 ] Ver. 53. Himself believed and his whole house.] i.e. 
All that by age were capable of doing so. 

CHAP. V. 

1. AFTER this there was a (nother) feast of the Jews ; 
(viz. that of the Passover, requiring the appearance of all 
the adult males at the temple, Dcut. xvi. 16.) and (there- 
fore) [ x ] Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

2. Now [*] there is at Jerusalem, by the sheep-market 
(or gate), a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue 
Bethcsda ( the house of mercy), having five porches, (in 
which the sick lay to be cured ; for) 

3. In these lay a great number of impotent folk, (viz.) 
of blind, halt, withered (persons), waiting for the moving 
of the water. 

4. For an [ 3 ] angel (visibly) went down at a certain sea- 
son into the pool, and troubled (i. e. shook) the water: 



• Ciatel. act. iv. so. 2. rcr. 49. 
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whosoever then first after the troubling off the water 
stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 

5. And a certain man was there, who had (lain wider) 
an infirmity thirty and eight years. 

6. When Jesus saw him lie, and knew (by his Divine 
Spirit) that he had been now a long time in that case, he 
(looking on him as an object worthy of compassion) s'aith 
to him, Wilt thou be made whole ? 

7. The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, 
when the water fe troubled, to put me into the pool : but 
while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 

8. Jesus saith to him, [ 4 ]Rise, take up thy bfed, and 
walk. 

9. And immediately (at his word) the man was made 
whole, and (to shew that he was so) took up his bed, and 
walked : and on the same day (that he did this) was the 
sabbath. 

10. The Jews therefore said to him that was cured, It is 
the sabbath-day : it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bdd 
(on that day of rest). 

11. He answered them, He th^t (with a word) made toe 
whole, the same said' to me, Take up thy bed, arid wait 
(and surety he that could Heal me with a word, must be a 
prophet; and, therefore, must have authority to bid me' 
do this). 

12. Then asked they him, What' man M he, that said to 
thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? (that, knowing him, we 
may be the more able to judge of hint.) 

13. And he that was healed wist riot who h6 Was: 
for Jesus (having done this) had conveyed himself away 
(without being observed by 7dm, as he might easily do), 
a multitude being in that place. 

14. Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple (giving 
thanks to God for his cure) and said to him, Behold, thou' 
art made Whole (of a distemper laid upon thee for tM 
punishment of thy sins): sin no more, lest a worse thin* 
come unto thee (for thy insensibility aftd contempt of this 
mercy). 

15. The man (knowing now who had doiie this, airid per- 
haps thinking himself obliged in gratitude to own the author 
of his cure, and hoping hereby to convince them that he 
was a propliet) departed (from the temple), [*]aridtold s 
the Jews (who inquired after hint thatliad done this) that' 
it was JesuS who had iiiade him whole. 

1G. And (but though this cure demonstrated that he wak* 
sent from God, because no mart could do these tldngs except' 
Godtvere with 7dm, John iii. 2. 9. 30 — 33. yet) therefore 
did the Jews persecute Jesus, arid sought to slay hirii, be- 
cause he had done these things on the sabbath-day; (the 
doing any work on the sabbath-day being, by the law, as 
tliey thought, a capital crime, Exod; xxxi. 14, 15.) 

17. But Jesus answered them, [ 6 ] My Father workcth 
hitherto (he, from the beginning of the creation till this 
present time, continues to give and preserve life, and do 
good on the sabbath-day), and I ( after his example) work 
( that which is good and salutary to mankind on that day). 

18. Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, be- 
cause he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also 
that God was E 7 ] his Father, (in apeculiar manner proper 
to him alone, waripalSiov iktytrov Otov, thereby) making 
himself equal with God (in nature, as a son to his father). 

19. Then answered Jesus, and said to them, Verily, 



verify, I say to you, the [ 8 ] Son can do nothing of himself, 
but what he seeth the Father do (ing 9 Gr. U e, without com- 
mission from 7dm to do it, and certain knowledge that he 
doth what the Fatlier would 7iave done): for whatsoever 
thing he doeth (jrotij, or iroiricn^, he would have done), these 
also (teal even) doeth the Son likewise (i. e, after his example 
as to thb kind of them, according to his will as to the manner 
df doing them ; whence you may be assured this action was 
done after Iiis example, and according to 7iis will, as to the 
time, as well as to the maimer of it; and therefore can- 
hdt be ivort7iy of blame). 

20. For'the Father loveth the Son," and sheweth himf by 
the Spirit with which he 7iath anointed him) all things that 
himself (7ds Son) doeth : arid he will shew (i. e. incite and 
enable) him, (by the same power, to do) greater works 
than these, (so) that you may (i. e. will) marvel fat them, 
though you will not be convinced by them). 

21. For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quick- 
| eneth them; even so (shall ye see that) the p] Son quick- 

eneth whom he will. 

22. (And this power of quickening and raising whom he 
ivill the Father hath given him, because he hath made him 
the judge of all men); for the Father judgeth no man, 
[ 10 ] but hath committed all judgment to the Son, (who yet 
tdnnot judge them till he hath raised them from the dead. 

23. And this he hath done) that all men should [ u ] honour 
the Son (for 7ds power and authority over them), even as 
they honour the Father, (the great Judge of all the eartii', 
Gen. xviii. 25.) He that honoureth not the Son (invested 

| with this power) honoureth not the Father which hath sent 
(and auttiorized) him (to exercise it. 

24. Atid having' all judgment committed to me,) verily, 
verily, f say to you, He that (obediently) hearethmy word, 

J and believetti on him that sent me, hath (ah assurance of) 
everlasting life, and shall riot come into condemnation' 

j (for his past sins); but is passed from ( the) death (threat- 
ened to him) unto life. 

25. (And that yoii ma$ have reason to believe lean thus 
raise thedead r ye' shall see an instance of it shortly, not 
ontif in itiy resurrection, but in the rising of many others 
with me by my power / for) verily, verily, I say unto you, 
[ 1? ]The hour is coming, and now is, when the d£ad shall 
hear thd Voice of the Son of God : and they that hear (it) 
shall live. 

2G. For as the Father hath (ttie fountain of) life in him- 
self ( and so cah impart life to others); so hath he giveii to 
j the Son [ 1S ] to have life in himself; " 

27. Arid he hath given' him authority to execute judg- 
irietit also (on the dead thus raised), because he is [ l4 ]the 
Son of mail, (wliom he 7iat7i appointed the judge of tlie 
world, Acts xvii. 31.) 

28. Marvel not at this: for the Hour is coining, in" the 
which (not these few only, but) all that are in the grave 
shall hear his voice, 

29. Arid shall come forth; they that have done good, to 
the resurrection of life; and [ 15 ]they that have done evil," 
to the resurrection of damnation. 

30. (And in passing this judgment of absolution and con- 
demnation upon men, )I (t7ie mart Christ Jesus, Acts vii. 
31. the Son of man, vcr. 27.) can of ray ow'nsclf (mif own 
impulse and pleasure) do nothing; (but) as I hear, (i. e. 
receive the terms of absolution and condemnation from my 

3 II 2 
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Father, so) [ l6 ] I judge: and my judgment is (therefore) 
just; because I- seck.fi. e. pursue) not (in it)mwo own 
will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 
. 31. (And) if (in ascribing this honour and power to my- 
self) I ( did) [ 17 ] bear witness of myself ( and had no ere- 
dentials from my Father, or those whom he hath sent): my 
witness is not true: (for he that jyretends- to be sent, or 
delegated -from God, and Jtath not his testimony to confirm 
his ynission, cannot be true ; but this is not my case, for) 

32. There is [ 18 ] another that beareth witness of mc 
(to wit, John the Baptist); and I know that tho witness 
which he ( being a prophet) witnesseth of me is true ; (ye 
also have heard his testimony, for) » 

38. Ye sent unto John, (i. 22, 23.) and he bare witness 
to the truth, (iii. 29, 30.) 

34. But ( I appeal not to his testimony for my own sake, 
but for yours; for J I receive not testimony from man : 
but these things I say, that [ 19 ] ye (believing his testimony) 
might be saved, 

35. .He was a burning and a shining light (as Elias is by 
you represented, Ecclus. xlviii. 1. his word being clear and 
powerful): and yc were willing for a [^season to rejoice 
in his light, (owning him as a prophet, and a just man; 
and therefore I ijisist upon his testimony, as hoping it may 
have some influence vpon you, to work that faith in you, by 
which you shall be saved, John x. 41.) 

. 36. But I have a greater witness than that of John: for 
the works which [ 2l ] the Father, hath given, me, to. finish, 
the same works that I do (by hispower^ residing in me), 
bear witness of mc, that the Father hath sent me. 

37. [-] And the Father himself, which hath sent. me, hath- 
borne witness of me; (by a voice from heaven, saying,. This 
is my beloved Son; and by the descent of the. Holy Ghost 
upon me, in the Schechinah, or bright light, which is the sym- 
bol of his presence ; but on this I insist not, for) ye have 
neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape 
(Ezek. i. 28. the likeness of the glory of God). . 
. 38. And (as ye have not known his will this way, so nei- 
ther will ye do it by his revealed will; for) ye have not his 
word abiding in you : for whom he hath sent, him ye be- 
lieve not (as his word would induce you to do). 

39. [* 3 ] Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye 
have (the words of) eternal life : and they are they which 
testify of me. 

40. And (yet) ye will not (by them be persuaded to) 
[ 24 ] come to me (i. e. believe in me), that ye might have 
(the) life (I promise to them that believe in me. 

. 41. And yet ye have no reason to disbelieve me; for) I 
receive not honour from men (I do nothing from desire of 
their applause, but purely for the honour of God, and out of 
love to him, and so act not like a false; but a true prophet )l r 
, 42. But (this I cannot say of you; for) I know you, 
that you have not the love of God in. you. 

43. I am come in my Father's name (i. e. tvith his autho- 
rity and testimony), and ye receive me not(i. e. ye do not 
own me as the promised Messiah): another shall [^jcome 
in his own name, (without any evidence of Divine authoj 
rity, evenBarchochebas, and) him ye will receive (assuch. 

44. And indeed) how [^can yc believe, who (strive to) 
receive honour (and glory) one of another, and seek not 
(rather), the honour that cometh from (the approbation 
of) God only? 



45. Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father; 
( I shall not need to do it ; for) there is one that accuscth 
you (to him), even Moses, in whom you trust, (that, by 
obedie?ice to his law, you shall have life, ver. 39.) 
. 46. For had ye believed ( the words of) Moses, ye 
would have believed me : for [^he wrote of me, (saying, 
I will raise up a Prophet like unto thee, and I will put my 
words in his mouth, Deut. xviii. 18*) 

„ 47. But if ye believe f 88 ] not his writings (ivhom you 
own as a great Prophet sent from God), how shall you be- 
lieve my words (when you liave no such opinion of me, or 
respect for me) ? 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. y. 

[*] Ver. 1. JESUS went up to Jerusalem.] To hold com- 
munion with the Jewish church at the feast of the Passover, 
by observing with them the rites to be observed at the feast; 
he therefore refused not communion with a church that had 
clogged these festivals with human traditions, though; per- 
haps, he performed only the rites required by the law at 
these festivals. (See Dr. Lightfoot.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. 'Eori &,* Tliere is at Jerusalem by the sheep-gate 
a pool, called in the Hebrew Bethesda.] That is, the house 
of mercy : because of the mercy of God shewed there in 
curing their diseases. Moreover, if l<rr\ ll, there is, be the 
true reading, as the consent of almost all the Greek copies 
argues, it seems to intimate, that Jerusalem and this pool 
were then .standing when St. John wrote this Gospel; and 
therefore that it was written, as Theophylact and others 
say, before the destruction of Jerusalem, and not, as the 
more ancient fathers thought, long after. 

[ 3 ] Ver."4. An angel went down, Kara tcaipbv, at a certain 
season, and then he that first went down was made whole of 
whatsoever disease he had.'] All the circumstances of this 
history shew, that Dr. Hammond's conjecture, that this 
angel was only an officer sent at a certain time to stir 
this pool, and that the warm entrails cast into it communi- 
cated this healing virtue to these waters, though it seems to 
be supported by the authority of St. Chrysbstom and Theo- 
phylact, is highly improbable. For (1.) how unlikely is it 
that this should be a natural means of curing all sorts of 
diseases without exception, the blind, the halt, and the 
withered? ver. 3. (2.) That it should only cure the person 
that first stepped in, though he might be followed by others 
the same instant; for how should the natural virtue of this 
pool, impregnated with the, warm entrails of so many sa- 
crifices, extend itself only to one man? And (3.) bow un- 
likely is it that it should do this only at one time "of the 
year, viz. at the feast of Passover ? For this was done, not 
at several times, but only Kara Kaipbv, at a certain time, 
(ver. 4.) And, lastly, the very foundation of this surmise is 
taken away by that observation of Dr. Lightfoot, that there 
was a laver in the temple for the washing of those entrails, 
and so they were not likely to be washed in this pool. 

It is farther to be noted, that these waters of Siloamwere 
a type of the kingdom of David and of Christ ; of the king- 
dom of David, according to these words, Isa. viii. 6. For- 
asmuch as this people refuseth the waters ofSiloah, that go 
softly, that is, saith the Targum, the kingdom of David that 
rules them quietly; and of Christ, according to those words 
of the same prophet, xii. 2. With joy shall they draw water 
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from the wells of salvation, whence Siloah is interpreted 
sent. (See note on ix. 7.) To this type of the Messiah God 
might therefore give this virtue about that time, to prepare 
the Jews to receive his advent, who was sent to them ; and 
when a fountain was to be opened for sin and for uncleanness, 
Zech. xiii. 1. viz. that of the blood of Christ, might com- 
municate this virtue to this pool, as a prefiguration of it; 
whence/ as TertuIIian * notes, the virtue of this pool then 
ceased, ivhen they, persevering in their infidelity , rejected our 
Saviour. And tljis might be one reason why the Jewish 
writers are so silent as to the virtue of this pool ; because, 
by its signification, itrelated to Christ; and, by this miracle, 
confirmed his doctrine. (See here Exaraen Millii in locum.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 8. Arise, take up thy bed, and walk.'] Christ here 
requires not faith of him, because he had seen, and, per- 
haps, heard of none of his miracles ; but he requires him 
to do that on the sabbath which was contrary to the letter 
of the law, to shew he was a prophet, who^ by their own 
rules/ had power to require what was contrary to the cere- 
monial rest of the sabbath ; (see note on ix. 18.) and to in- 
struct them that to do this, not in contempt of the law/or 
for bodily advantage, but as a public testimony of the 
great goodness of God to us, tended rather to the sanctifi- 
cationthan to the profanation of the sabbath, that-day being 
sanctified to this very end, that men might employ it in 
glorifying and praising God for his benefits. 

I s ] Ver. 15. Told the Jews that Jesus had done this.'] Not 
to accuse him to them, but partly out of gratitude, to own 
the author of this cure; and partly toexcusc himself, as 
only doing this at the command of so great a prophet. 

p] Ver. 17. My Father worketh hitherto, &c.] Even from 
the time he rested from the works of the creation, continuing 
to preserve and govern all things he created, arid do those 
things which tend to his glory arid to the good of his crea- 
tures, even on the sabbath-day ; and, in imitation of him, I 
do my wondrous works of mercy, to the glory of his name, 
upon that day ; which, being Divine, and done by his power 
and assistance, shew that I do nothing in them contrary to 
his will. Thus Philo,t speaking of God's resting on the 
seventh day, saith, We have declared, that God ceasetKnot 
to work, but proceeds to the production of other things, as 
being hot the artificer only, but the father of them. 

[*] Ver. 18/ Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, 
on iraripa tSiov tkeyz Oihv, l&ov iavrov iroidv t$ Oty, because 
lie said, God was his own Father, making himself equal to 
God.] Here note, 

First, That he is here said to style God his Father, after 
a manner proper and peculiar to himself, as being 6 eStoc 
Oeov vibe, the proper Son o/God, (Rom. viii. 32.) and so as 
being his son, not as Adam and the angels w r erc, by crea- 
tion, nor as good men are, by adoption only ; in which sense 
the Jews pretended to have God for their Father, (viii. 41.) 
and in which sense both Philo J and the Jewish writers § 



* " Piscina Bethsaidx, asqoe ad adventom Christi carando valet ndines Israel, 
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speak of Him as theFather of Israel, and of those who had 
.a true knowledge of him; for, in this sense, to call himself 
the Son of God, could neither be worthy of death, nor worse 
than the violation of the sabbath. It is therefore' evident 
the Jews thought Christ, by saying God was His Father, 
made himself his Son in such a manner as rendered him 
equal to. God in nature, as a son is to his father; and yet 
they thought he did this/not as the Socinians say, by say- 
ing he did the works of his Father, but as their words tes- 
tify, by. calling God his Father/in a sense peculiar to him- 
self: and hence they accuse him of blasphemy, for saying 
that he was the. Son of God, Matt. xxvi. 63—65. John x. 
33. 36., which they never do, for saying he was the Mes- 
siah, or that he did the works of God. Note, 

Secondly, Hence, that the Jews did not then think that 
their Messiah was to be God, or, in trie subliiner sense, the 
Son' of God. Hence Origen* declares, that having dis- 
coursed with many wise men. of the Jews, he could find none 
of them who allowed Oebv ovra, fj Beov vibg, that he was GW, 
or the Son of God.. And Jerome, on those words, Jer. xvii. 
5. Cursed is he tvho putteth his trust in man, saith, the Jews 
are.accursed, " qui spem.habent in homine Cfcnsto, videli- 
cet suo, quern non filiura Dei, sed purura hominem putant 
esse venturum," who trust in aman 9 viz. in their Messiah, 
whom they expect to come as a mere man, and not as the Son 
of God/ 

[ 8 ] Ver. 19. Tlie Son of man can do nothing a<j> 9 Iavrov, of 
himself, lav fxrj r\' j3A6r«, but what he sees the Father doing.] 
The Jews concluding Christ to be a false prophet,-because 
he, in this' peculiar manner, styled God his Father/ Christ 
here undertakes to sr^y, (1.) that he exercised his pro- 
pheticoffice, according to the will of the Father: * (2.) that 
he confirmed it by miracles done by the power of God re- 
siding in him. Christ therefore here seems not to speak of 
his essential power, but of his prophetic office, and of/thc 
doctrine which he taught and confirmed by miracles. (1.) 
Because, as to his. essential power, the action of the Father 
and the Son being one and the same, both as to power and 
time, he cannot properly- be said to do nothing of himself 
or to. do nothing .but what he sees the Father do. (2.) Be- 
cause, as .to speak nothing of himself, is to speak nothing of 
his own instinct and will without commission from God: 
(see note on vii. 17.) so to do nothing of himself r is to do no- 
thing without commission from, and knowledge of the will 
of God, that he should do it> and. so respecteth his pro- 
phetic office, and the things done in confirmation of it; and 
then the words following, unless he sees the Father doing 
them, must bear this sense ; Unless he, by the Spirit of the 
Father residing in him, sees that the Father would have 
them done- by him; for what the Father woiy, ivonld have 
done, he doth according to his will, or as he would have 
them to be done. And this import of the words seems to 
be confirmed, 

< First, From the following words; For the Father loveth 
the Son Ka\ iravra SzUvvrnv avrt$ a ttoiu, and shewetli him all 
things, which he (the Son) doeth; and he will shew him 
greater works than these (which are to be done by him, even 
that of raising the dead, ver. 21.) For, because we receive 
all our knowledge from 'our eyes- or ears, therefore Christ, 
speaking, of the execution of his prophetic office, useth 

• • Lib. ii. p. 70. lib. iv. -p. 162. 
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these metaphors, declaring, that he spake and testified what 
he had seen, (Hi.. 11.) what he had seen with the Father, 
(viii. 38.) and so the Baptist saith, what he hath seen he 
testifies; and again, that he spake what he had heard from 
the Father, (viii. 26. x. 15, 1G.) And because they who 
teach or declare things, do by that shew them to us ; there- 
fore Christ uses this metaphor here, and saith, viii. 28. 1 do 
nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, so I 
speak: and again, xii. 49, 50. J have spoken nothing of my- 
self; but as the Father, who sent me, gaveme commandment 
what I should say and speak: the things therefore which I 
speak, as the Father said to me, so I speak. Now, that he 
spake this with respect to the Spirit of prophecy, with 
which he was anointed, and by the Father sent to preach 
the gospel to the poor, &c.Lukeiv. 11. the Baptist teacheth 
in these words, Wliat he hath seen and heard, that he tes- 
tifies ; for he whom God hath sent, speaketh the' words of 
God; for tlte Father giveth not him the Spirit by measure: 
(iii, 32— 34.) and he himself intimates, by saying, xiv. 10. 
Tlte words that I speak to you, I speak not of myself; the 
Father abiding inme, he doeth the works. (See the note there.) 

Secondly, That he said truly, My Fatlierworkethhitlierto, 
and I work, he proves from the Divine works God the Fa- 
ther had given him power to do ; thoughhe was to do them 
after his resurrection and advancement to his kingdom, viz. 
the resurrection of the dead and the future judgment; and 
thereforer adds, 

[ 9 ] Ver. 21. As the Father raiseth the dead, and. quicken- 
eth them, so the Son quickenethwhom he will.'] This is more 
than ever was said\ of any prophet or apostle, that he did 
such works at his will; and here chiefly respects Christ, 
not acting as a prophet, but as a king, sitting, at the right 
hand of power: and this being an action represented as 
proper to God, who saith, I am, and there is none besides 
me; I kill, and make alive, Deut. xxxii. 39. 1 Sam* ii. 6. a 
work to be performed by his sole power, Matt. xxii. 29. 
Acts xxvi. 8. and by the strength of his power, Eph. i. 19. 
who is a God quickening the dead, Rom. iv. 17. hence it is 
evident, that Christ, who will not only raise our mortal 
bodies, but also make them like to his own glorious body, by. 
tJiat power by which he is able to subdue all things to him- 
self, Phil. iii. 21. must be God ; and that the Father, by- 
giving him power to have life in himself, as he hath it in 
himself ; ver. 26. must have given him. the fulness of the. 
Deity, from which this power is. inseparable. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 22. For the Father judgeth no man; but hath 
committed all judgment to his Son.] Seeing this judgment is 
committed, to him, it is evident, saith- Woltzogenius, that 
he- cannot be God the highest, because he reigns and judges 
by his own power, derived from none; and yet he owns, 
that in.thisgudgment is comprehended " totum regimen* et 
Divinum totius mundi imperium," an entire government 
and Divine empire over the whole world, and especially over 
the ivhole church of God; from whence it is demonstrable, 
that he must be God: for, this government must be, at- 
tended with a power of raising all them from the dead, 
whom he shall place before his- judgment-seat, and w r ith 
the- perfect knowledge, not only of the actions of all men 
from the beginning of the world, but also of their secret 
thoughts; since otherwiso he cannot bring every secret, 
thought and work into judgment, nor bring to light the hid- 
den things of darkness, or manifest the secrets of the heart, 



1 Cor. iv. 5. or judge every man according to his works, 

2 Cor. v. 10. He also must be omnipresent and omni- 
scient, even the searcher of all hearts; that he may know 
and answer the prayers of all his servants in all cor- 
ners of the earth, as the Socinians grant he doth; and 
almighty, that he may bo able to supply all their wants, 
assist and enable them to do every where the greatest 
miracles in his name, defend and preserve them against all 
the powers on earth, and even the gates of hell, raise and 
condemn their enemies, with the devil and his angels> to 
.eternal destruction from his presence, and also crown his 
servants with everlasting glory. Now how all these things 
can be done by a mere creature, is as difficult to conceive 
as any mystery of the blessed Trinity. I answer, therefore, 
in that distinction of the schools, that the principium quod, 
or the person thus judging, is the Son of man, ver. 27. this' 
judgment being to be exercised by the main Christ Jesus, 
Acts xvii. 31. bnt the principium quo', i. e. the power or 
the principle by which he does it, is the whole fulness of 
the Deity, individually united to his human nature, or the 
Word made flesh, John i. 14. This therefore hinders not, 
but he to whom this judgment is thus given, may be God 
of God. 

[ u ] Ver. 23. That all men may honour the Son as they 
honour the Father.] That is, saith Woltzogenius, " that 
they, owning this dignity and power, ' per quam Deo 
equalis est/ by which he is equal to God, may give him that 
obedience, honour, and worship, which are due to a Divine 
andheavenly King : for that the honour and worship due to 
Christ,Js Divine honour,, is evident from this, that it is 
such, ' qualis Patri debetur/ as is due to the Father; to 
whom, by the consent of all men, belongs Divine worship :" 
and hence he proves,, that Christ is to be worshipped with 
invocation ; *? because he who refuses to pray to him, 
doth not honour him as he honours the Father: in this 
(saith he) consists the highest honour we give to the Father, 
that we own him for the chief monarchy and Lord of all 
things, in whose power is our salvation and destruction ; ♦ 
and therefore, by prayer, endeavour to obtain from him the 
enjoyment of good things, and the deliverance from evil: 
'Qui hoec eadem in Christo agnoscit,et eum sic colit, is 
honorat, et colit eum sicut Patrem;' He that owns these 
things to belong to Christ, and doth thus worship him, he 
honoureththeSon as he doth the Father:*' so he : now can 
he be equal to God, who is only a- creature, or be xvorthy 
of Divine worship, who is no God? The precept being 
plain, and owned 3 by Christ himself/ Tlie Lord thy God is 
one Lord, and (therefore) thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve. (Deut. vi. 13. Matt. 
iv.10.) Can he^hosaid^ Thou shalt worship no other gods 
but me, and I will not give my glory, to another, (Isa. xlii. 8.) 
himself appoint, that any creature should be worshipped as 
God,.or have that honour, worship,.and obedience, in which 
his glory doth consist? It is therefore no unjust imputa- 
j tion to call them idolaters, who give this worship to one, 
who, say they, is by nature only man ; seeing they do the 
very thing charged on the heathen-idolaters; theytvorship 
them which by nature are no gods; (Gal. iv. 8.) and do that 
to a creature, which God requires to be done to himself 
alone, viz: that they should glorify him as God; (Rom. i. 
21.) and do that with which God upbraided his own people, 
viz. the worshipping a new God, which their own fathers had 
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not known. (Dent xxxii. 17.) If you say here, they give him 
the same worship, not as the first, but only as the inter- 
mediate cause of our salvation: it may be easily replied, 
that then they cannot honour him as they honour the Father; 
and much less as the chief monarch, and Lord of all 
things. Moreover, I inquire, Whether this middle cause 
be created, or uncreated ? If uncreated, he is, by nature, 
God, and, since there is but one God, of the same essence 
with the Father; but if created, they must be guilty of 
idolatry, who give him the same worship with the Father; 
and therefore give the creature the worship due to the 
Creator. 

[ 12 ] Ver.25. The hour — now is, when the dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and live.'] That Christ here 
speaks not only of a spiritual resurrection from the death 
of sin, is evident; (1.) because he speaks of it as a thing 
shortly future; whereas the spiritual resurrection was in 
some already past : (2.) because he promises this resur- 
rection not to them that should hear his word, but 0wv?)v, 
his voice : and that he speaks of a proper resurrection, ap- 
pears, (1.) from the gradation he here makes from the re- 
surrection of some to the resurrection of all, ver. 28. (2.) 
because he adds, That they tvho hear, sltall live; and that 
because the Son, whose voice they hear, hath life in him- 
self; (ver. 26.) I therefore think that our Lord speaks of that 
hour, when, he rising from the dead, many bodies of the 
saints arose with him. (Matt, xxvii. 52, 53.) 
• [ 13 ] Ver. 26. He hath given the Son to Itave life in him- 
self'] i. e. The power of raising whom he will, (ver. 21.) 
Hence, though the apostles and others raised men from 
the dead, it is said of none of them that they had life in 
themselves; because they did this, not by their own, but by 
the power of Christ. Note also, that the s?ime thing is, in 
both places, said both of the Father and the Son: for it is 
not said, the Father hath life from himself, the Son in Mmr, 
self but both hath life, lv lavry, in himself; and that as the 
Father, so the Son, quickeneth whom he will. Now the ope- 
rations follow the essence ; so that where the same opera- 
tion is, there must be the same essence. 

[ 14 ] Ver. 27. Because he is the Son ofman.]i.je. The JMcs- 
sias, to whom all power and dominion is given, (Dan. vii. 
13, 14.) and of whom the Jews* said, that he should raise 
the dead ; or, because ho took the human nature on him, 
he suffered in it, and, by that passion, became the author 
of salvation to all that obey him, (Heb. v. 8, 9.) and, lastly, 
in that nature only could be a visibly judge. (See Examen 
Millii in locum.) 

[**] Ver. 29. And they that have done evil, unto the resur- 
rection of condemnation.] This seems to bespoken in op- 
position to the doctrine of the pharisees, who, saith Jose- 
phus,t thought the resurrection pertained only to the just; 9 
and that the wicked and antediluvian sinners. were to be 
excluded from it. 

Tlie hour is coming in which all they that are in the 
grave shall arise, and shall come forth, ol ra ayaOa Ttoifoavrtq, 
they (of them thus arising) who have done good, to the 
resurrection of life; ol Se ra QavXa 7rpa£avrtc, they (of them) 
who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. A 
late author % hath endeavoured to avoid the clear evidence 



* 11. Eliezer, cap. 34. p. S3. 

♦ Mr. Dodwclh 



t De Bello Jad. lib. iii. cap. 12. 



of this text for a general sentence of all men to a life of 
future happiness or misery. I shall not here consider all 
his evasions, but observe only, that he is obliged, from the 
force of these words, All that are in the graves shall come 
forth, to own, that all mankind shall arise; but yet he will 
not own, that the distribution of them, who thus come 
forth, into them that have done good, and into them that 
have done evil, contains all, but some of them only, viz. 
such as have had the gospel made known to them ; which 
is as gTeat an instance of a man, who shall say any thing 
SouXcuav vTToSfati, to serve his hypothesis, as can be 
offered: for what instance can be given through the Scrip- 
ture of a universal proposition distributed into two parts, 
in which the opposite members do not contain the whole 
genera] ? What is this, in effect, but to allow the truth of 
this general proposition, " omne animal est sensibile/' 
every little creature is sensible, and yet to deny the truth of 
this distribution, twv Si ala$rr)r£>V' ra filv Xoyitca, ra Sk aAoya, 
that of sensible creatures, some are rational, some irra- 
tional? Let us see the absurdity of it in some Scripture 
instances: Matt, xxv.32. The Son of man shall sit on the 
throne of his glory, and iravra ra e£v?i, all nations shall be 
gatliered before him, and he shall place ra jj.Iv npofiara, the 
sheep on his right hand, ra l\ zptyia, but the goats on his 
left, ver. 33. : now, must not here the sheep and the goats be . 
equal' to all nations? So again, Rom. ii. G. God, saith the 
apostle, will rendez ijcaorqj, to every man according to his 
works, rote fffv, to them tvho, by patience in well-doing, seek 
for glory, honour, and incorruption, eternal life; role & *£ 
Ip&dae, but to those that are contentious, and obey not the 
truth, tribulation: now, doth not this distribution, into 
the obedient and disobedient, contain all that are compre- 
hended in the general word, every man? And doth not the 
apostle interpret the words so, ver. .9, 10. by saying, £7ri 
7racrav\f/vxfjv, upon every soul of man that ivorketh evil shall 
be tribulation; and itavrt r$ tpyaZofilvty rb ayaSbv, to every 
one that workethgood, glory, honour, and peace? 

[i6] Ver. 30. As I hear, Kpivu>,Ijudge.] i. e. I pronounce 
sentence according to the will of my Father; for Kpi/jia and 
Kpicric is a sentence; so fiXacrQnfxoe Kplcrte is a blasphemous 
accusation, or sentence, 2 Pet. ii.ll. kpipa Sravarov, the sen- 
tence of death,Jjuke xxiv. 20. Kpifiarrjg itopvw, the sentence 
upon the whore, Rev. xvii. 1. ; and kqIvu>, I give sen- , 
fence; so 6p$uc hpivag, Luke vii. 43. thou hast judged, or 
given sentence aright: Out of thy mouth, KpivQ cte, will I 
pronounce sentence upon thee,lsrike xix. 22. (See Matt. 
vii. 1, 2. John vii. 24. viii. 15. Acts xV. 19. Rom. ii. 1. 3. 
iii, 4. 6, 7. Psal.li.4.) 

[ 17 ] Ver. 31. If I bear witness of myself (only), my wit- 
ness is not true:] i. e. Say most interpreters, it is not valid, 
the law requiring two witnesses. But to bear witness of 
himself here, is to declare himself a prophet without any 
attestation from God, as the false prophets did ; and had 
Christ done this, he must have been like them, and so his 
testimony would have been false; God never sending any 
prophet to men without sufficient testimonies, that he was 
sent from him. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 32. Tliere is another that beareth witness of me.] 
viz. Whom ye counted as a prophet, (Matt. xiv. 5. xxi. 26.) 
and, upon that account, received his baptism: now, ac- 
cording to your own rules, he is to be owned as a prophet^ 
to whom a prophet gives his testimony. 
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[ l *] Ver. 34. But I spake these things, thai ye might be 
saved.] Hence it is evident, that Christ seriously willed 
and intended the salvation of them, who tvould not come to 
him that they might have life, (ver. 40.) and therefore were 
not actually saved. 

[*°] Ver. 35. For a season ye rejoiced in his light.] He 
was a burning light, saith Christ here ; his word burned as 
a lamp, saith the son of Sirach, Ecclus. xlviii. 1. and yet in 
this light they rejoiced but for a season ; for when he had 
freely given testimony to Christ, and reproved their vices, 
they blasphemed him/and said, he had a deviL (Luke. vii. 
30. 33.) 

[**] Ver. 3G. The work which my Father hath given me 
to do, &c.] He saith not, which I do, but tvhich the Father 
hath given me to do ; so Woltzogenius: and yet the fol- 
lowing words are a lyto xroiw, which I do. He therefore 
here declares, that he had sufficient testimony of his mis- 
'sion from the works done by him through the Father dwell- 
ing inhirn, (Matt. xii. 28.) and that the Father had given 
him to dothem, by giving him his Spirit and his power, 1 to- 
gether with his essence. (John iii. 34, 35. xiv.10. 

[ 22 ]Ver. 37. And the Father that sent me, beareth witness 
of me. You have neither heard his voice, nor seen his shape.] 
As in the paraphrase; -or thus,' Nor are you to expect the 
Father should testify of me .otherways than by his works : 
for that* which was granted to your fathers belongs not to 
you, viz. to see his glory, and. hear his voice out of the mid- 
dle of the fire, Deut.' v.' 24; so that he cannot now be other-: 
'wise seen than by his works. , */ ". . 

[ M ] Ver! 39. "Efiewarerac ypa^ag,' Search.] Or, ye starch 
the Scriptures : which of these two senses the Greek bears, 
I*will not contend: only note,"(l.) that Origen/Plriloc. 
cap.' 1; et cap. 5. Chrysostom, horn. 24. et 37. in Genesin, 
and/St. Austin/in Psal. cviii. col. 1269. and Epist. 80. 
col. 365. confirm our version:' note, (2.) that if the Jews 
did truly think- the doctrine 'of life eternal was contained 
there, and- that they, by searching, might find it there, 
it must be to them a sufficient rule of faith : .if in tills they 
erred," it behoved Christ to correct in them an error so per* 
nicibus. 

[**] Ver. 40. Ye will not come tome.] i. e. After the clear 
testimonies which: the prophecies and characters of the 
Messiah in the Old Testament afford, that I am he, ye will 
not'believein me, which shews your infidelity is the result, 
not of simple ignorance, but of wilful obstinacy. 

[ tt ] Ver. 43. Another shall come in his own name.] With- 
out commission or* testimony from God: so did Bar- 
chochebas, working no miracles. Many of the fathers 
thought antichrist was here meant. 

[ 26 ] Ver. 44. How can ye believe, toho seek honour one of 
another?] And so cannot bear the reproach of the pharisees, 
and the chief of the Jews, or endure the infamy of being 
cast out of the synagogue, which is the sentence, they have 
passed upon all that shall believe in me ; (xii. 42, 43.) till 
you prefer the approbation of God before that of man; it is 
not to be expected ye should do it. 

f 27 ] Ver. 46. For he wrote of me.] viz. Deut. xviii: 17 — 
19.- Hence it follows, that those words of Moses are not 
primarily to be understood of a succession of prophets, 
but of a single person, even Christ; for a Prophet, saith 
he, shall the Lord raise up to you like to'mc: whereas 
no other prophet rose up to them like to Moses, (Deut. 



xxxiv. 10.) besides Christ. (See the bishop of Ely on that 
place.) 

|-s»j y er 47 Jfye believe not Moses.]For whom you pre- 
tend so great respect. Their pretences for not believing 
in Christ, were these two — their love to God, and reverence 
for the law of Moses: Christ proves they could have no 
true love to God, ver. 42. nor faith in Moses, ver.' 46. for 
this very reason, that they believe not on him. 

CHAP. VL 

1. [*] AFTER these things Jesus went over the sea of 
Galilee, which is (also named) the sea of Tiberias. 

2. And a great multitude followed him, because they 
saw his miracles, which he did upon them that were dis-' 
eased, ( and because some of them also needed healing, Luke 
ix. 11.) 

.3. And Jesus [ 2 ] went up into a mountain, and there he 
sat with his disciples. 

4. And the Passover, (tvhich was) a feast of the Jews* 
(which all their males were bound to celebrate at Jerusalem), • 
was nigh (to which the people were therefore hastening). 

5. When Jesus then lifted up his eyes,. and saw a great 
company come to him, he saith to Philip, Whence shall we 
buy bread, that ( all) these may eat ? 

. 6. And this he said to prove him ( who was slow of faith, 
xiv. 9.) for he himself knew what he would do. 

f 7. Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of 
bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them 
may take a little. 

8. (Tlien the disciples* desiring him to send the multitude 
away, that they might go into the villages, and buy themselves 
bread: and Christ answering, that they should give them to 
eat: and they inquiring, how they should do this? He asks 
them also, Hoto many loaves have you? Mark vi. 36, 37.) One • 
of his disciples," (to wit) Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, ■ 
saith to him, 

* 9. There is a lad here, who hath five barley-loaves, and 
two small fishes; but what are they among so many ? 

10. And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now 
there was much grass in the place.- So the men sat down, ■ 
in number about five thousand. 

11. And Jesus took the loaves ; and when he had given 
thanks, he distributed (of them) to tlie disciples, and the 
disciples to them that wore sat down; and likewise of the 
fishes (both which were so miraculously increased as they 
went through his hands, that every one of that great com- 
pany did eat)*txs much as they would. 

12. (And) when they w T ere filled, he said to his disci- 
ples, [*] Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing 
(of God's good creatures) be lost. 

13. Therefore they gathered them together, andf/o evi- 
dence the truth and greatness of the miracle) filled twelve 
baskets with the fragments of the five barley-loaves, which 
remained over and above to them that had eaten. 

14. Then these men, when they had seen the miracle, 
which Jesus did (resembling that of Moses, who fed them 
with manna in the icilderness ; and knowing he had told 
them, that God would raise them up a Prophet of their bre- 
thren like to him), said, This is of a truth that Prophet 
which should come into the world : (and having got a false 
notion that their Messiah was to be a temporal king ; they t 
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finding him so able to supply them with provisions, were 
minded to set him up for their king). 

15. When Jesus therefore [ 4 ] perceived that they would 
come and take him by force, to make him a king, he (first 
sent away his own disciples, to whom he Jcneiv that motion 
would not be unacceptable, and then dispersed the multitude, 
Mark vi. 46. and so) departed again into a mountain him- 
self.alone. 

16. And when even was now come, his disciples went 
down unto the s<m, . > 

17. And entered into a ship, and [ 5 3 went over the sea 
towards Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was 
not come to them. 

18. And the sea arose (and was tempestuous) by reason 
of a great wind that blew. 

19. So when they had rowed about [°] five-and-twenty 
or thirty furlongs, (about the fourth watch of the night, 
Mark vi. 48.) they see Jesus walking on the sea, and draw- 
ing nigh to the ship : and (taking him for an apparition, 
ver. 49.) they were afraid. 

20. But he said to them, It is I; be not afraid. . 

21. Then they [ 7 ] willingly received him into the ship 
(believing that then all things zvould go well with them) : 
and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went. 

22. The day following, when [ 8 ] the people, which stood 
on the other side of the sea, saw that ( last night) there was 
no other boat there, save that one whereinto his disciples 
were entered, and that Jesus went not with his disciples 
into the boat, but that his disciples were gone away alone; 

23. (Howbeit there came other boats (afterward) from 
Tiberias (which in the morning were found) nigh to the 
place where they did eat bread, after' that the Lord had 
given thanks ;) 

24. When the-people therefore saw that Jesus was not 
there, neither his disciples, they also took shipping (i?i those 
boats), and came to Capernaum ( his usual habitation), 
seeking for Jesus (there). ' - 

25. And when they had found him on the other side of 
the sea, they said to him, [ 9 ] Kabbi, ( thou wentest not last 
night with thy disciples, nor saw we thee this morning where 
last night we left thee,) when (therefore) earnest thou 
hither? . , - 

26. (But) Jesus (without satisfying their curiosity in this 
matter) answered them and said, Verily, verily, I' say to 
you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles (as be- 
ing so convinced by them as to hear and to obey my doctrine, 
from a desire to obtain by it eternal life, as ye should do), 
but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled (and 
expect the like benefit again ; and therefore I say to.you), 

27. [ l0 ] Labour not for the meat that perisheth, but for 
that meat which endureth to eternal life, which (if you be- 
lievein him) the Son of man shall give to you: for him 
hath God the Father sealed (i. e. hath shewed that he hath 
authorized liim to do this ; and by giving him this miraculous 
power to feed your bodies, hath fully testified he is the per-' 
son by him appointed to convey these blessings to'the souls 
of men). 

28. Then said they to him, What shall we do, that we 
might work the works of God 7 (We have already the law 
of Moses, and know what God requires by that law: what 
farther duties, or what more pleasing to him, canst thou in- 
struct us to perform?) 

vol. v. 



29. Jesus answered and said to them, This is the work 
(most acceptable in the sight) of God, that ye believe on 
him whom he hath sent. 

30. They said therefore to him, What sign shewest thou 
then (greater than Moses hath done), that we may'see (it), 
and believe thee? What dost thou work (above what Moses 
did? , , 

31. Thou hast indeed fed us one day in a desert, but) our 
fathers did -eat manna in the desert (through which Moses 
led them) forty years (and that was heavenly food) ; as it 
is written, (Psal. Ixxviii. 25.) He gave them '["] bread from 
heaven to eat, (and so they had by Moses a sign from heaven 
of his commission : such a one would toe see from thee, Mark 
viii. 11.) ' 

32. Then Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, 
Moses gave you not that bread from heaven (which I exhort 
you to labour for, and of which the manna only was a type); 
but my Father (now) giveth you the true bread from.heaven. 
\ 33.*For[ 12 ] the bread of God (of which you spiritually 
are'to eat) is he that cometh down from heaven, and giveth 
( not a fading life, as manna did to the Jews, but everlasting) 
life to the (xvhole) world. 

34. Then said they to him, Lord evermore give us this 
bread (which will jireserve our lives; still thinking that he 
only spake of this present life). 

35. And (then) Jesus said to them, I am the bread of 
life: he that [ 13 ] cometh to me shall never hunger; and he 
that believeth in me shall never thirst (he being f by that 
faith, united to me, who am the life, xiv. G. and partaking 
of that Spirit, which will be in him as a well of water spring- 
ing up to eternal life, iv. 14. vii. 38. and so shall need no 
more to hunger or thirst after it). 

36. But I said to you, That ye also have seen me (doing 
works sufficient to convince yon of the truth of what I say), 
and (yet) believe (me) not; (and I shall find still cause to 
say so to men so worldly-minded, and prejudiced against the 
truth. j. . \ , . . 

37. But though it be thus with you,) [ u ] all that the Fa- 
ther giveth me (i. e. all that he prevails on by the miracles 
he works by me, and the doctrine he teacheth me to deliver 
to the world, to judge of me as one sent from him to pro- 
pound the terms of life eternal) shall come to me (i. e. em- 
brace my doctrine, and believe in me); and him that cometh 
(thus) to me I will in no wise cast out (L e. reject from 
that life). 

38. For I came down from heaven, not to do my own 
will, but the will of him that sent me. 

39. And this is the Father's will that hath sent me, that' 
of all that he hath given me I should lose nothing, (i.e. 
should suffer none to perish, xvii. 12.) but should [ w j raise 
it up again at the last day. 

40. And this (also) is the[ 16 ] will of him that sent me, 
that every one that seeth the Son (i. e. discerneth him to be 
the prophet sent from God), and (therefore) believeth on 
him, may have everlasting life : and I (for that end) will 
raise him up at the last day. 

. 41. The Jews then murmured at him, because he szyd, I 
am the bread which came down from heaven. 

42. And they said (one to another), Is not this Jesus, the 
son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how 
is it then that he (being born of earthly parents) saith, I 
came down from heaven ? 
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43. Jesus therefore answered and said to (hem, Murmur 
not among yourselves (on the account of these words; for 
it is not want of truth in my words, but want of affection to 
my doctrine, and due consideration of the testimonies God 
hath given to it, that makes you thus murmur at and reject 
them, 

44. And indeed) no man can come to me, except the 
Father which hath sent me (by thus confirming my testimony, 
and disposing you to prize and value that eternal life I 
promise) [ 17 ] draw him (to believe and embrace my doctrine, 
and lii)e according to it): and I will raise him up at the last 
day (who is thus drawn to believe and embrace it). . 

45. It is written in the prophets (That the kingdom of 
the Messiah shall be set up), and (then) they shall be all 
[ 18 ] taught of God. Every one therefore that hath heard 
(the Father speaking in and by me), and hath learned of the 
Father (the truth of my doctrine), cometh to me.. 

46. (This I say) not that any man hath seen the Father, 
(and so immediately is taught by him, this privilege none can 
claim) save ( but) he who is ( the only-begotten Son) of 
God, he (only) hath (thus) seen the Father. 

47. (Being therefore thus alone acquainted with his will,) 
Verily, verily, I say to you, He that belie veth in me hath 
(an assurance of) everlasting life. 

48. (For) I am that bread of life, (of which, if a man 
spiritually eat, he shall not die, ver. 50.) 

49. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and 
(notwithstanding this they) are dead, ( most of them in their 
silts, and for their unbelief; and all of them, because it could 
neither preserve life nor restore it.)/ 

50. This (bread of which I speak) is the bread which 
cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and 
not die (for the punishment, but for the. abolition of sin, and 
then be raised to a state in which he can die no more). ' 

51. I am the living (or life-giving) bread which came 
down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, (though 
he die,) he shall live (again) for ever (by virtue of his eat- 
ing of it): and the [ 2 »] bread that I will give is my flesh, 
which I will give (up to the death) for the life of the world, 
(that whosoever believeth in me thus dying for him may not 
perish, but have everlasting life, iii. 16.) 

52. The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, 
How can this man give us his flesh to eat? 

53. Then Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, 
Except ye (by faith in my death)[*°] e at the flesh of the 
Son of man, and drink his blood, you have no life in you, 
(no spiritual life at present, nor any right to life eternal. 

54.* But) whoso cateth (thus) my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, hath (by that faith, an interest in) eternal life ; and 
I will raise him up at the last day (to enjoy it). 

55. For[ 21 ] my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed, (i. e. faith in me, giving up my body to the death, 
and shedding my blood for the remission of your sins, is the 
truemeat and drink, which nourisheth to eternal life. 

56. For) he that ( thus) cateth my flesh, and drinketh 
my blood, dwcllcth in me, and I in him, (by that Spirit 
which will quicken your mortal bodies, and raise them from 
thedeady Rom.viii. 11.) 

57. As the living Father hath sent me, and I (though I 
die, shall) [ 2 *] live (again) by the Father : so he that ( thus) 
cateth me, even he shall live by me. 

58. This is that bread which came down from heaven (to 



be eaten of yon): not as your fathers did eat manna, and 
are dead : (see ver. 49. for) ho that eateth of this bread 
shall live for ever (and have that life which manna never 
coidd, nor was designed to, afford). 

59. These things said ho in the synagogue, as he taught 
in Capernaum. 

60. Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard 
this, said, This is a hard saying ; who can hear (u e. re* 
ceive) it? 

61. When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples mur- 
mured at it, he saith to them, Doth this (discourse of eating 
my flesh) offend you (notv)? 

62. What and if (lav ovv, if, or when therefore) ye shall 
sec the Son of man [ s3 ] ascend up where he was before ? 
( Hoiv much more will you be offended, seeing my body will 
be then less capable of being eaten by you, in that gross sense 
in which, you understand my words? 

63. But know that) it is[ 2 *] the Spirit (imparted to be- 
lievers ) thatquickeneth (their mortal bodies, Rom. viii. 11.) 
the flesh (even of my body, could you eat it) profiteth no- 
thing (to that end: now) the words that I speak to you, 
they are spirit, and they are life (i. e. they are the means of 
obtaining this spirit, and life by him). 

64. But there are some of you (my disciples) who believe 
not (and so cannot obtain this spirit and this life. This he 
said), for Jesus knew from the beginning (of his ministry, 
John ii. 24, 25.) who they were that believed not (sincerely), 
and who should betray him. 

65. And he said, Therefore said I to you, That no man 
cand 25 ] come to me (i. e. believe in me), except it were given 
to him of my Father (i. e. unless he were thoroughly con- 
vinced by the miracles wrought by me, that I was sent from 
God, and had by God wrought in him a prevailing affection 
to eternal life; both which were wanting in these disciples). 

66. From that time many of his disciples went back, and 
walked no more with him. 

67. Then said Jesus to the twelve, Will ye also go away? 

68. Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom 
shall we go? (since) thou (only) hast the words of eternal 
life ( and for that, above all things, we are and ought to 
be concerned). 

69. And we believe and are sure that thou art that 
(the) Christ, the Son of the living God (sent by him to re- 
veal this life, and to impart it to those who do sincerely be- 
lieve in thee). 

70. Jesus answered them, [ 26 ] Have not I chosen you 
twelve, and one of you is a devil? (i.e. an adversary to me 
and my doctrine. 

71. .Tins) he spake of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon: 
for he it was that should betray him, being one, of the 
twelve. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VI. 

X 1 ] Ver. 1. AFTER these things.'] Related in the former 
chapter; i. e. the year following, (for he healed the man at 
the pool of Bethesda at the Passover, saith Dr. Lightfoot, 
and fed the Jews with the five loaves the following Pass- 
over, ver. 4.) he went over the sea to Galilee. (Sec the note 
on Matt. xiv. 13.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 3. He went up into a mountain.'] When Jesus 
went out of the ship, he saw the multitude come to the 
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place : (Matt. xiv. 14.) but it was only when he sat down 
upon the mountain that he saw them come to him. 

[ 3 J Ver. 12. Gather the fragments, that nothing be lost] 
That, by the nature of the bread remaining, it might ap- 
pear, that there was no illusion in the miracle; and, by the 
command to save this bread, it appears, it is not simply 
unlawful to save any thing till the morrow; but only to be 
anxious for the morrow, Matt. vi. 14. (See Examen Millii.) 

[ 4 ] Ver.* 15. • Christ therefore knowing that they would 
come and make h>m a king.] He knew this, saith Stegman- 
nus, by that Spirit and Divine virtue, by which he was able 
to discern the secrets of men's hearts, and, knowing this, 
he would not be made a king, because his kingdom was 
not of this world, (xviii. 38.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 17. They went over the. sea to Capernaum.] Into 
the land of Gennesaret, Matt. xiv. 34. they went over 7rpoc 
BcflcraYSav, towards Betlisaida, Mark vi. 45. The desert of 
Bethsaida lying on the side of the sea of Galilee opposite 
to the city, they first crossed over that sea towards the 
city, and then sailed on along that sea to Capernaum, which 
was in the region of Gennesaret. (See Dr. Lightfoot's 
Map, p. 308.) 

[ 6 ] Ver. 19. About five-and-twenty or thirty furlongs.] 
In matters of so small importance, the Spirit of God did 
not think it necessary to suggest the exact measure to them. 

\J] Ver. 21. "HOcXov, They were willing to take him into 
the ship.] Though Peter first walked to him on the sea, 
and then they came both into the ship. (Matt. xiv. 30.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 22. The multitude which stood on the other side of 
the sea.] For though Christ then sent them away, (Matt, 
xiv. 43.) they might return again the next morning. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 25. Rabbi, when earnest thou hither?] It was 
usual with Christ to answer nothing to curious questions, not 
tending to edification, but to divert them from them to more 
profitable subjects. (So Luke xiii. 23, 24. John xii. 34, 35.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 27. Labour not for the meat which perisheth.] 
The Massalian heretics, say Chrysostom and Theophylact, 
abused these words, to prove it was not lawful for them to 
work to sustain this present life : by which doctrine, saith 
Chrysostom, they do SXov StafiaXXttv tov xpt<mavw/x6v, 
wholly subvert Christianity, commanding Christians to work 
with their hands that which is good, (Eph. iv. 28.) to do 
their own business, and to work ivith their hands; (1 Thess. 
iv. 11.) and he confutes them with the example of St. Paul, 
labouring with his own hands night and day, (Acts xviii. 3. 
xx. 34. 1 Thess. ii. 2. 2 Thess. iii. 8.) and of the other apo- 
stles." (1 Cor.iv.12.) These words are therefore to be taken 
not absolutely, but comparatively; i. e. Do not chiefly and 
primarily labour for the meat that perisheth; but let your 
regard for that meat which nourisheth to eternal life, be so 
great, as that your concern for perishing enjoyments shall 
be comparatively as nothing: in which sense only we are 
bid not to take thought for food and raiment, (Matt. vi. 28. 
31.) not to fear them who can kill the body, (Matt.x. 28.) 
not to seek earthly things, (Col. iii. 2.) 

But chiefly here observe, that whereas Christ, in this 
whole chapter, speaks of believing in him, and in his salu- 
tary passion, and of receiving his doctrine, under the me- 
taphor of meat and drink, he dolh this by a metaphor very 
familiar to the eastern nations, and frequent in the Jewish 
writers ; thus wisdom crieth in the streets, Come, eat of my 
bread, and drink of the wine that I have mingled, Prov. ix. 



5. that is, go in the way of understanding, ver. 6. eat you 
that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fat- 
ness, Isa.lv. 2. that is, hear, and your soul shall live, 
ver. 3. Thus doth the son of Sirach introduce wisdom, 
saying, They that eat me shall yet be hungry, and they that 
drink me. shall yet be thirsty, Ecclus. xxiv. 21. i.e. they 
that obey me, (ver. 22.) Hence Philo* often speaks of 
prudence, wisdom, virtue, as the food of the soul, or that 
spiritual meat and drink which nourisheth to life eternal. 
So to eat of every tree in Paradise is, saith he, an exhorta- 
tion, rr\v ^v)(Yjv fxlv airb iraa&v rCtv aptrwv w^cXcicrS'cu, that 
the soul should receive advantage by all virtues. The. soul 
(saith he) is nourished with knowledge, not with meat and 
drink; for the Scripture testifies, f on ov yrjivoi aXX' ovpa- 
vtot at i/>vx»ic rpo(j>al, that the food of the soul is not earthly 
but heavenly , by saying, I rain down bread from heaven; 
and this principle, that God is the beginning and the end of 
all things, brings forth piety, % k6X\iotov ko\ rpo^wrarov 
mpnbv, which is the best and most nourishing food. And 
the Talmudists § say, that all eating and drinking, men- 
tioned in the book of Ecclesiastes, relates to the law and 
good works; and that their wise men are thatstaff of bread, 
of which Solomon saith, Come, eat of my bread. (See ver. 
32.) So that the sense of these words is this, Labour by 
faith in me, and embracing my doctrine, to obtain that eter- 
nal life, which the Son of God will give to you; for he is 
to be lifted up upon the cross, that every one that believeth 
in him might not perish, but have everlasting life, (iii. 16, 
17.) and him Iiath God the Father sealed, i. e. he hath by 
his authority commissioned, and by his testimony owned 
him to be that Prophet and Messiah, from whom, all bless- 
ings are to be expected; and, by anointing him with his 
Spirit above measure, hath, as it weTe, set his seal in con- 
firmation of his message; so that you maybe sure the life 
he promises, in his Father's name, shall be given you : so 
Christ expounds himself, ver. 29. saying, This is the work 
of God, that ye believe in him whom he hath sent, i. e. this 
is that which he commands, and which is highly accepta- 
ble to him ; so the sacrifices of God are a broken and a 
contrite heart, Psal. Ii. 17. i. e. these are the most accepta- 
ble sacrifices to him ; and the righteousness of God, (Rom. 
i. 17. 2 Cor. v. 21.) is that righteousness, which he alone 
accepts. 

["] Ver. 31, 32. He gave them bread from heaven: Moses 
gave them not that bread from heaven, &c] That we may 
the better understand what Christ here saith of himself, as 
the true bread coming down from heaven, that they might 
eat of it, and live; note, 

First, From what hath been observed on ver. 27. that, 
among the orientals and Jewish writers, || to eat Itrri rb 
<j>ayziv <Tvfj.f5o\ov Tpo^rjg \pv\tKTjg, is used as a symbol of the 
food of the soul; because the soul, saith PhiIo,1T w nou- 
rished by receiving and practising good things; and ivisdom, 
temperance, and piety, are i/>vx*ic rpo^al rfc SyikaZuv Iicai/ijc, 
the food of a soul that can suck them in. 
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Secondly, They say, that Divine wisdom was this meat 
and drink of the soul, according to that exhortation of wis- 
dom, Prov. ix. 5. Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the 
wine that I have mingled. Thus Philo * saith of the asce- 
tic employed in Divine contemplations, vtto Geou Vorf&rat 
koXXiotov ttotov, <To<piav, God gives him to drink of the best 
drink, wisdom, even from the fountain of his 01071 wisdom. 
Accordingly Christ, the wisdom of the Father, saith, He 
that drinketh of the water which I shall give him, shall 
never thirst, Johniv. 14. vii. 38, 39. (See ver. 35.) 

Thirdly, They add, that this meat and drink comes down 
from heaven, and prove this from the words here cited by 
our Lord. So Philo f proves, that God only gives hea- 
venly blessings, from those words of Moses, I rain dow7i 
bread from heaven; for what food (saith he) can be rained 
down from thence, on jifj rffv ovpaviov <ro<plav, but heavenly 
wisdom, which he sends doivn upon the soid desirous of it, 
who hath the fulness and abundance of it in himself? 

Fourthly, They declare, that this meat and drink is 
therefore to be preferred to corporeal food, because it 
nourisheth to eternal life, or renders them immortal, who 
•partake of it. So Philo saith, that the wisdom of God is 
the nurse and riourisher, % rwv &<pOapTov Sta/rrjc e0ie/*Evwv, 
of those that desire incorruptible diet. He adds, that seek- 
ing, what was the food of the soul, they found it was the 
-Word of God, § koi SeToc Aoyo'c, and the Divine Word, 
a<p> y ov naval Kaiddai, ml <ro<jitai plovmv aivvaoi, frohi whom 
all eternal wisdom and instruction flow, and that this was 
the heavenly food of which fifoses said, I rain down bread 
from heaven; and that this wisdom of God gives to the soul 
that drinketh of it, \\ a/iera]3A?jrov vytetav, an unchangeable 
health. And even Pythagoras instructed parents to pro- 
vide for their children, not what would preserve the body 
to old age, but rd t*)v ypvxnv SptyavTa dvSfy rpo^y, what ivould 
nourish their souls with eternal food. (Stob. Serm. 1. p. 3.) 

Lastly, They say, this meat and drink is the wisdom of 
God, and the Word of God, signified to them by that manna 
which fed the Jews, and by that rock which gave them 
drink; thus Philo ^[ having said the wisdom of God was a 
solid rock, which could not be broken, he adds, n)v whpav 
ravrryv iripwSi <Tvvu)vv/j.ta yp&ixzvoQ koXh fiavva rot/ 7rpcaj3ura- 
tov tC)v ovrtov \6yov Ouov, that Moses called this rock> which 
ivas the most ancient of beings, the Divine Word, by the syno- 
nymous name of Manna; the good man (saith he) lifts up his 
eyes to heaven, a<popwv to fi&vvaTov Suov \6yov, tov oi/pa- 
vtov Trig <pLko%tafiivriG t£t>Y/]C afSapTOv Tpo<pi)v, looking to the 
manna, the divine and heavenly Word, the incorruptible 
food of the soul, which loves God. Ainsworth** also notes 
from R. Isaac and R. Menahem, that manna signified the 
food of the just in the world to come, and others, that it 
was a type of life eternal. (See Buxtorfs History of Man- 
na, p. 33G. 339. 352.) From which observations it is easy 
to discern, why Christ here styles himself, the bread ivhich 
came down from heaven, and gave life to the world, viz. 
because he was that spiritual bread prefigured by the 
manna coming down from heaven; and why he saith, that 
not Moses, but his Father, gave him the true bread from 
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heaven, viz. because he only, by sending his Son from hea- 
ven, gave them that bread, which nourished to life eternal; 
(ver. 49—51.) and, lastly, why he insists so much upon 
this metaphor, viz. because it was familiar to the Jews, arid 
used by their most celebrated writers. 

Hence also we may see a probable reason why they de- 
sire a sign, L e. a sign from heaven, (Matt. xii. 38. Mark 
viii. 11.) and do it for this reason, that their fathers did eat 
bread from heaven; (ver. 30, 31.) viz. they do it seeking an 
experiment, whether he was the Messiah, or not, * they 
being used to say, that as then first Redeemer made manna 
descend from heaven for them, so should their second Re- 
deemer do; and how appositely our Lord answers, that 
what they desired was already done, by his Father sending 
his Son, the true heavenly manna,' to them. 

[ 1S ] Ver. 33. For the bread of God is he that cometh down 
from heaven, &c] The oblations made to God are styled 
in the Old Testament, the bread of God, though they were 
sacrifices of living creatures, and by the Septuagint Swpa 
Geov, the gifts of God, ^ev.xxi. 6. 8. accordingly Christ 
styles his piacular victim by the same name ; and whereas 
the Socinians say, Christ is here only said to come doivn 
from heaven, not as being in heaven first, and then con- 
descending to dwell on earth, but only as every good and 
perfect gift is said to descmd from above,, Jam. i. 17. I 
know not why the gifts of the Spirit, imparted then to be- 
lievers by the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, and be- 
ing gifts of illumination, may not be properly said to de- 
scend from above, even from the Father of lights. That 
the Jews understood him in a sense intimating his coming 
down from heaven in a real sense, as from a place of his 
abode, appears from their murmuring at his words, on ac- 
count of his earthly parentage, (ver. 41,42.) which yet they 
could have had no cause to have done, had he meant this 
in such a sense only, in which all their own prophets must 
be allowed to come from heaven: moreover, thus even the 
Baptist came down from heaven, his authority, commis- 
sion, and doctrine, being from heaven ; (Matt. xxi. 25.) and 
yet he maketh this distinction betwixt himself and Christ, 
that he was from earth; but Christ was emphatically 6 he 
too ovpavov tyxofizvoG, one coming from heaven. Secondly, 
The antithesis put here betwixt Christ and manna, and the 
declaration, that Christ was that bread, which the Psalmist 
says was given them from heaven, shews the phrase must 
be used as a true descent from heaven, that manna and 
bread, of which the Psalmist and Moses speak, coming 
down truly from the clouds of heaven. And, thirdly,* this 
is farther evident from Christ's question, (ver. G2.) What if 
you shall see the Son of man ascending where he teas before, 
i. e. to his Father? (xiv. 2.) unless they will say, that, as his 
descent signified his having his commission, wisdom, and 
power from heaven, so his ascent signifies his deprivation 
of that commission, wisdom, and power. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 35. He that cometh to me shall not hunger."] See 
note on iv.14. 

["] Ver. 37. All that my Father giveth me shall come to 
me.] For explication *of these words, let it be noted, 

First, That to believe in Christ, and to come to him, is the 
same thing; so John v. 38. In him whom the Father hath 
sent, ye believe not, is, ver. 40. Ye will not come to me that ye 
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may have life: so John vii. 37. If any man thirst, let him 
come to me and drink; and, to encourage them to embrace 
this invitation, he adds, He that cometh to me, out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living, water, ver. 38. : so ver. 35. of this 
chapter, He that cometh to me shall, not hunger > is the 
same with the following words, He that believeth in me shall 
not thirst: so when Christ had said, Ye have seen me and 
have not believed, he adds this reason of their incredulity, 
You come not to me, because you are not given of the Father; 
and, ver. 40. saith, He that cometh to me I will not cast 
forth: for this is the iv ill ofmy_ Father, that he, who hath 
seen the Son, and believed in him, should have eternal life* 
Note, - 

Secondly; That to be given of the Father cannot here 
signify to be absolutely chosen by him to eternal life : for 
then the Jews could not reasonably be accused for not 
coming to Christ, or not believing in him, much less that 
they would not believe or come to him ; seeing, upon this 
supposition, that only they, whom God had absolutely 
chosen to eternal life, could come to him, it was impossible 
they should believe who were not thus elected, and so it 
could not be imputed as their crime that they did not that 
thing which it was impossible for them to do; whereas Jt 
is certain that our Saviour represents it as their great sin, 
that wi him whom the Father had sent, they believed not, 
(John v. 38.) and that they would not come unto him that they 
might have life, (ver. 40.) telling them, that the Spirit would 
convince them of sin, because they believed not in him, (John 
xvi.9.) and that they had no excuse for that sin: (John xv. 
22. 24.) whereas what better excuse could be made for 
them than this, that they could not come unto him, as not 
being elected by God to that life he offered, to induce them 
so to do? (2.) Hence it must follow, that Christ could not 
rationally have invited them to come to him, or called them 
to believe in him, who were not given him by the Father: 
for this was to invite them to come to him, that they might 
live, who, he well knew, could never come, as being never 
chosen to obtain that life; much less could he have' told 
them, that this was the work which God required them to 
do, or that the Father had given them this bread from hea- 
ven; this being to require them, according to this supposi- 
tion, to believe a lie, viz. that Christ was sent to be the 
bread of life, and a Saviour to them, for whom, the Father 
never did intend salvation by him ; and yet Christ mani- 
festly says to them, who, seeing him, did not believe, and 
therefore was not given to him by the Father, Labour for 
that meat which nourisheth to life eternal, which the Son of 
man shall give to you, (ver. 27.) and that this is the work of 
God, that ye believe in him that he hath sent, (ver. 29.) and, 
my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven, even him 
that cometh down from heaven, and giveth life (not to the 
elect only, but) to the world, (ver. 32/ 33.) I therefore, 
here inquire thus, Was our Lord truly willing that those he 
speaks to should have life? If not, why doth he say, These 
things I speak unto you, that ye might be saved; (John v. 34.) 
but ye will not come unto me^ that ye might have life? If so, 
why did he say, that he did- always those things which 
pleased him, (John viii. 29.) and could do nothing but what 
he saw his Father doing? seeing it was not the Father's 
will that they should be saved, or come unto him, that they 
might have life, whom he had not given to him, that is, 
had not elected to salvation. Note, 



Thirdly, That Christ here gives a reason why they be- 
lieved not, viz. You have seen, and yet believe not; because ye 
are not given to me of my Father: now it is reasonable to 
conceive this reason should agree with all his other rea- 
sons assigned of their infidelity, whieh yet are manifestly 
founded, not on* any thing wanting on the part of God, but 
on something wanting in themselves, that they might do 
so, viz. 

1. That they came not to the light, because their works 
were evil; and, being so, they hated the light, and would 
not come to it; (John iii. 19, 20.) that they believed not in 
him, because he spake the truth, which was distasteful to* 
them, (viii. 45.) 

2. Because they had not the word of God abiding in them, 
nor believed God bearing witness to him, nor Moses speak- 
ing of him, (John v. 38. 46.) and so, not being taught of, 
God, they would not learn. 

3. Because they were not of God; Ye therefore do uot[ 
hear fits word, because ye are not of God, (John viii. 47.) 
and because they had not the love of God in them. (John 
v. 40. 42.) • 

4. Because they preferred the praise of men before, the 
praise of God, not seeking that glory which cometh of God 
only. (John v. 44.) 

5. Because they were not of his sheep, i. e. not docile nor, 
disposed to hear his voice; ye therefore believe not, because 
ye are not of my sheep. ' (John x. 26.) 

6. Because, through the perverseness of their hearts, 
they could not hear his word ; Why do you not know my 
speech? even because ye cannot hear my word: (John viii. 
43.) and this they could not do, because they were of their 
father the devil, and his works they would do. And there- 
fore, 

Fourthly, To be given of the Father, is, (1.) to be con- 
vinced by the miracles which God had wrought by Kim, to 
testify the truth of his mission,. and thereby to set his seal 
unto him, that he was the Messiah and the Son of God, and 
to be willing, upon these testimonies, to own tiim as such ; 
laying aside all thoso unreasonable prejudices and carnal 
affections whieh obstructed their coming to him. This ap- 
pears (1.) from the description which Christ gives of those 
whom God had given him, viz, they were thine, and thou 
gavest them to me; and they know that I came from thee, 
and they have believed that thou hast sent me: (John xvii. 6. 
8.) for this is spoken of Christ's disciples, of whom it is so 
often said, they saw his miracles, and believed on him; 
(John ii. 11.) by them they therefore knew that he came 
forth from God, and so are said to be given him of God, 
who, by these miracles, convinced them of this truth, and 
so they believed that he had sent him. (2.) This appears 
farther from thpse words, There are some of you that believe 
not; for Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that 
believed not (sincerely), and saith, Tlierefore I said to you, 
No man can come unto me except it were given him of my 
Father: (ver. 64, 65.) for these men had not laid aside their 
prejudices against his words; they could not believe that 
he came down from heaven who was the son of Joseph; 
(ver/ 42.) they murmured at his words, and were^ scan- 
dalized ; (ver. 61.) they went away from him, andwalked no 
more after him; and therefore, through their prejudices 
against his person and his doctrine, they could not prevail 
with themselves to think that he came forth from God; and, 
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upon that account, Christ here informs us that he said, No 
man can come unto me, unless it were given him of the Fa- 
ther. And (3.) this we may learn from a like expression in 
the book of Deuteronomy, xxix. 2 — 4. Ye have seen all the 
Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, the great 
temptations, signs, and miracles which there he wrought; yet 
the Lord hath not given you a heart to perceive, and eyes to 
see, and ears to hear, unto this day, nV), and the Lord hath 
not given, or rather, hath not the Lord given you? Vm 
being put for nS% So 1^ nV» shall not Ammon go with us ? 
2 Sam. xiii. 26\ iSn ^ tib went not my heart with thee? 
2 Kings v. 26. so also Job ii. 10, Mal.ii.15. For here it 
is manifest, that the way of God's giving them a heart to 
perceive, was by working those signs and miracles before 
their eyes which might induce them so to do ; and yet, for 
want of this improvement of them to this end, it is admired 
that the Lord hath not given them this heart, or is imputed 
as their great fault, that he had not given it; ii e. that, 
after all he had done to produce it in them, they had it not. 

(2.) Christ being sent by God the Father, that the world 
through him might be saved ; and he having sent his Son to 
propound to them that eternal life which was with the Fa- 
ther, and was manifested to us by his Son, and to propose 
to us the terms on which this life might be obtained (as 
Christ doth throughout this chapter); he is said to have 
given us eternal life, and that this life is in his Son, 1 John 
v. 11. and that this is his record concerning him, and here, 
that the Father had given him the true bread from heaven, 
that giveth life unto the world, (ver. 32, 33.) And they, 
who were so convinced of the truth of this promise by our 
Saviour's miracles,* as to expect to receive it by faith in 
him, and obedience to his doctrine, and so affected with this 
promise of eternal life, as to esteem it above all other 
things, and so were willing to apply themselves to the per- 
formance of those duties which he required to obtain it, 
and to reject and quit those things which might obstruct 
them in the prosecution of it, are said to be given to him of 
the Father; because he wrought those miracles which gave 
them this conviction ; on which account, when Peter had 
confessed that he was the Christ, Christ answered, Flesh 
and blood hath not revealed this to thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven, Matt. xvi. 17. (see the note there); and be- 
cause he gave this promise of eternal life, and sent his Son 
to reveal it to the world ; and therefore when he saith to his 
apostles, w T hom the Father hath given him, Will ye also go 
away? Simon Peter answers, ver. 68, 69. Lord, to whom 
should we go, seeing thou hast the words of eternal life? and 
we have believed, and know, that thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. Now it is evident, that all who have this 
strong conviction, that our Saviour came from God, and 
this concernment for that eternal life he promised, as the 
encouragement to come to him, will believe on him ; be- 
cause such persons can neither want assurance that they 
ought to do so, nor the most prevalent engagements so to 
do, as having that eternal life before their eyes, which they 
more value* than all worldly things, and for which they are 
willing and prepared to quit all their lower interests. 

[ w ] Ver. 39. But I will raise it tip at the last day.} This 
being said of all who are given to Christ by the Father, it 
follows, that none of them shall rise till that day; and it 
being here # said, they arc to be raised to receive eternal life, 
which life is only to be enjoyed in the heavens, it follows, 



that none of them are to be raised to reign with Christ a 
thousand years. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 40. It is the will of him that sent me, that every 
one that believeth in vne should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.'] Some hence infer, that every true believer 
must persevere unto the end, since otherwise he cannot 
have this life eternal. 

But to this, and to all other promises and declarations of 
a like nature, w T hich engage, that God will give eternal life 
to the believer, I answer, that nothing is more evident, than 
that they can only be understood of such a faith as doth en-, 
dure to the end, (Matt. xxiv. 13.) and so includeth perse- 
verance in it : for either these promises are made to tem- 
porary believers, and so to those which after fall away, 
which is contrary to the tenor of the Scripture, and makes 
the promises of eternal life, and the threats of perdition, 
belong to the same persons, viz. to them who, having lived 
by faith, draw back; (Heb. x. 38, 39.) or else they depend 
on this condition, that such men do continue in the faith, 
according to those express words, He hath reconciled us to 
God, if we continue in the faith rooted and grounded, and 
be not drawn away from the hope of the gospel, Col. i. 21, 
22. We are Christ's household, if we hold our confidence and 
rejoicing of hope firm to the end, Heb.iii.6. and ver. 14. We 
are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our 
confidence firm to the end; and then it is demonstratively 
certain, that perseverance is included in them, and made 
the condition on which the blessing promised doth depend, 
and therefore cannot be provedfrom them. 

[ 17 ] Ver. 44. No mait can comeunto me, except the Father, 
which hath sent me draw him.] For explication of these 
words, consider, 

First, That to be drawn of God, cannot import our being 
moved by any inward and irresistible impressions from 
God, to believe in him : for then no man could come to 
Christ without these irresistible impressions; and therefore 
none could be blameworthy for not believing in him, be- 
cause they could not do it without powerful impression, 
which God was not pleased to afford them; nor could it 
be praiseworthy to believe in him, because they only did 
so, when they could not choosebut do it, as being acted in so 
doing by a force, which they could not resist. And therefore, 

Secondly, To be drawn of God, can only signify to be 
persuaded and prevailed on so to do, by the consideration 
of those mighty works, which God had done, to testify, that 
Christ was the true Messiah, and that Prophet which he 
had sent into the world ; to these Christ still appeals, as 
Divine testimonies concerning him, by saying, The tvorks 
which my Father hath given me to do, bear witness of vie, 
x. 25. by the consideration of them he persuades others 
to believe in him, saying, Believe in me for my works' sake, 
John xiv. 11. and upon this account ho represents the 
unbelieving Jews as inexcusable, that he had done those 
tvorks among them which never matt did, xv. 22. 24. and 
all those works are said to be recorded, that men might 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God; and, believing, might 
have life through his name, xx. 31. all which must convince 
us, that these things wctc sufficient to draw men to Christ; 
whence he himself speaks thus, Wlien I am lifted up, I 
will draw all men after me, xii. 32. viz. by the power of 
my resurrection, by which I shall so fully be demonstrated 
to be the Son of God, by the mission of the Holy Ghost, 
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to confirm my resurrection, and the truth of my doctrine 
by signs and wonders, and powerful distributions of the 
Holy Ghost, as to be, sufficient to prevail with all men to 
believe in me; though the event shewed, that all men were 
not actually drawn to him by these means. .Or, 

Thirdly, To be moved by the great promise of eternal 
life to do it;* for wheresoever there is any lively sense of 
that inestimable blessing, it strongly must engage us to use 
the means by which we may obtain it, and so to come to 
Christ, if from him only this blessing is to be expected ; 
and this is a familiar sense of the word draw, both in the 
Scripture and in other writings: thus God is said *o draw 
them to him by the cords of love, Hos. xi. 4. who yet were 
bent to backsliding from him, ver. 7. and men are said to 
be drawn away by their own lusts, Jam. i. 14.. For, saith 
the poet, " Trahit sua quemque voluptas," Every man's 
pleasure draws him to a compliance with it. Thus say the 
Jews,* Tfie master draws the scholar by his parables, i. e. 
incites bim to learn; and a man is driven by wine, and by 
his pleasures ; and it is a celebrated saying among them, 
that a precept draws a precept, and a transgression draws 
on a transgression, i e. one sin disposeth us to commit an- 
other, and obedience to one precept to obey another: and 
that we are only said to be drawn by the Father to Christ, 
viz. by his miracles and Divine instructions, is evident from 
the words following : as the proof of this, it is written, They 
shall all be taught of God; he therefore, tvho hath heard of 
the [Father, i. e. perceived him speaking and doing his 
mighty works by me, cometh to me. Without this draw- 
ing none can come to Christ; for none but God can give 
this promise of eternal life to encourage us to do so, and 
no power but that of God can work those miracles, which 
proved his commission from God ; and hence Christ owns, 
that if he had not done those miracles among them, they had 
had no sin of infidelity, John xv. 22. 24. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 45. It is written, h tqXq 7rpo</>//T<uc, in the prophets.] 
viz. Expressly, Isa. liv. 13. and in effect, Jer. xxxi. 33, 
34. in these words, I will put my law in their hearts, and 
write it in their inward parts, and they shall not teach every 
man his neighbour, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall 
know me from the greatest unto the least. 

They shall all be taught of God.'] Isa., liv. 13. Thus 
we are taught by his example; thus we are Ssod&aKroi, 
taught of God to love one another: (2.) by bis Spirit, that 
unction, which taught the primitive Christians all things 
needful to be known, 1 John. ii. 27. : (3.) by his word; so, 
saith Clemens of Alexandria, t ore we taught of God: and, 
lastly, by his Son, delivering the mind of God to us as his 
prophet, and so giving us the knowledge of what he re- 
quires us to believe and do, in order to salvation ; and, 
secondly, confirming the truth of what he thus delivered in 
his name, by miracles done by the finger of God, and so set- 
ting his Seal to the doctrine taught. And of his teaching 
by God are these words to be understood ; (1.) because, 
the prophet Isaiah is there speaking of the setting up the 
kingdom of Christ, and of the teaching then promised. (2.) 
Thus is it that the Father draws men to Christ, of which 
these words are made the proof: see note on ver. 37. (3.) 



* Baxtorf. *oce fc^ p. 484. 

t GMJiJaxrei ykf hpus UpA «vt«; y^afjtfxttrti waft tw vlu tju @ku Traihwfjtms. 
Strom, i. p. 318. 2. 596, 397. ■ . , 



From the argument following, ver. 46. That, they were not 
to expect to be taught immediately by the Father, as a scho- 
lar is taught by his master, seeing him present, and hear- 
ing him speak, but only by him that had seen the Father, 
and so spake, and did those things, which he had seen of 
the Father: (John iii. 12. viii. 28. xii. 50.) so that he 
who had seen him, had seen the Father, (xiii. 9. 30.) It is 
also evident from these words, it is written, They shall all 
be taught of God, that this teaching must be common to all 
the Jews; but that is not true of God's internal and effec- 
tual teaching, but only of Christ's outward teaching. (4.) 
From Christ's inference 7r5c ovv, every man therefore, it 
follows, 1. that to be taught of God, is not inwardly to 
be taught by him, but only by hearing the doctrine of his 
Son: 2. that not all that are thus taught will come "to 
Christ/ but they only who have learnt of him. 

[ 19 ] Ver. 51. And the bread which I will give is my flesh, 
which I will give,&c] Up to the death, to obtain that eternal 
life, which was lost by the sin of Adam. Hence it is evi- 
dent, that Christ here speaks of faith in him, as suffering 
and shedding his blood for mankind, he being our propi- 
tiation only through faith in his blood, Rom. iii. 25. and we 
being reconciled to God by his death, Rom* v. 9, 10. (See 
here Examen Millii.) - 

[*°] Ver. 53, 54. Except ye eat the flesh, and drink the 
blood of the Son of man, you have no life in you.] To prove 
that Christ, in this chapter, speaks not of oral and sacra- 
mental eating, but only of doing this spiritually by faith 
in his blood, I premise, 

First, That nothing was more common among the east- 
ern nations than to use the metaphor of eating and drink- . 
ing, when they speak not of corporeal meat or drink, which 
was to go into the mouth, but only of spiritual, to be fed 
on by the soul, as hath been fully proved already, note on 
ver. 27. 31, 32. Thus Clemens of Alexandria, discoursing 
upon that passage of St. Paul to the Corinthians, I have 
fed you with milk, and not with strong meat, saith, that 
milk is the rudiments of faith, or the doctrine of the cate- 
chism, the first nourishment of the soul; strong meat a con* 
temptation, which makes us to discern the Divine power and 
essence; aapKtg avTat kol aT/xa tov Xoyou, these contemplations 
are the flesh and blood of the Word; (3pu><xtQ yap teal womg 
tov Sdov \6ydv r\ yvuxxig l<m tt\q Sdag ovalag, the meat and 
drink of the Divine Word, is the knowledge of the Divine 
essence; and Irenaeus saith, that Christ taught the weak 
rgurftiv koI irlvuv tov Xoyov tov Qtov, to eat and drink the 
Divine Logos', lib. iv. cap. 74. 

Secondly, That it is the same thing in this chapter, to 
eat of the bread which came down from heaven, and to be- 
lieve in Christ, breaking the bread of life to us by his doc- 
trine, and offering himself a sacrifice and oblation for us 
to obtain that life ; for when he had exhorted them to la* 
bourfor the meat that did not perish, he tells them, ver. 29. 
Tliat this was to believe on him whom God had sent. When 
he had told them, ver. 35. that he was the bread from hea- 
ven, he immediately adds, He that cometh to me shall never 
hunger, and he that believeth in me shall never thirst. Hav- 
ing said, that he was the bread tvhich cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life nnto the world, ver. 33. he confirms 
this expression, ver. 40. by these words, This is the will of 
my Father, that every one that seeth the Son, and believeth 
on him, should have eternal life. And again, ver. 47, 48. Ve- 
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rily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life: I am that bread of life. 

Thirdly, Observe that, from these metaphors, our Lord 
proeeeds'to that contained in these words objected by the 
Roman doctors, ver. 51. The bread which I will give is 
my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world; that is, 
it is my body, which I will give up unto death, that by it 
tho world may have life. The Jews, taking these words 
in a gross sense, as if our Lord had promised to give his 
real flesh to bo swallowed down their throats, and eaten 
by them, as they had eaten bread the day before, and as 
their forefathers had. eaten manna in the wilderness, ex- 
claiming against him, as promising a thing absurd, inhu- 
man, and impossible, saying, How can this man give us 
his flesh to eat? to this our Saviour answers, ver. 53. in 
words still more expressive of his violent and bloody death 
for the salvation of mankind, viz. Except you eat my flesh, 
and drink my blood, &c. Now these words are by some 
conceived to import thus much: Unless you, with the 
■mouth of your bodies, do eat my real and corporeal flesh, 
•and drink my proper blood, you cannot have eternal life. 
Against this sense I argue, ■ 

First, from ver. 51. thus, The flesh, which Christ here 
promised to give for the life of the world, is the same with 
the bread that cometh down from heaven; if any man eat of 
this bread, he shall live for ever, saith Christ; and the bread 
•which I will give is my flesh, that I will give for the life of 
the world. And again, having said, He that eateth' my 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; (ver. 54.) and 
he that eateth me, shall live by me; (ver. 57.) he adds imme- 
diately, This is the bread which came down from heaven; 
and he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. Now 
our Lord hath expressly taught us, that the eating of this- 
bread of life imported only our believing in him, (ver. 35.) 
as hath already been made evident from our second obser- 
vation; therefore, the eating of his flesh doth certainly im- 
port the same spiritual action. Moreover, we are only to 
eat of Christ's .flesh, in that import of the phrase in which 
.we are to eat of Christ as bread : for, as Christ saith, he 
will give flesh to eat; so doth he say, he will give bread to 
cat ; as he saith, he that eateth my flesh shall live for ever; 
so he saith, he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever; 
but none could say, that Christ was, or could properly be, 
bread, or eaten by the mouth as such ; wherefore he, being 
only figuratively and spiritually bread, could only figura- 
tively and spiritually be to be eaten as such. If therefore 
in the same importance only we are to eat his flesh, that 
also is to be eaten in a spiritual sense. 

Secondly, From these words, ver. 52. How can this man 
give ns his flesh to eat ? it is evident the Jews conceived, 
that our Lord promised to give them his proper flesh 
to eat, and swallow down their throats, as they had done 
the bread with which he fed them ; and it on all hands is 
agreed, that they mistook the sense of Christ's words, and 
fancied such a meaning of them as he did not intend ; but 
had our Lord intended the corporeal eating of his flesh, 
and drinking of his blood, it is certain that it must bo 
swallowed down their throats as properly as the bread 
\vhich they had eaten ; and therefore no man, who main- 
taineth this corporeal eating of Christ's flesh to be in- 
tended here, can, suitably to his opinion, say, that they im- 
posed a false sense upon our Saviour's words, since, from 



this sense, it doth inevitably follow, that Christ intended 
that his human flesh should properly be eaten ; and their 
words signify no more. Add to this one consideration, 
which shews what apprehensions the fathers of the three 
first centuries had of this eating of the flesh of Christ, viz. 
when it was objected to them by the heathens, that they 
did eat man's flesh ; they constantly, in their apologies, 
reject the accusation as the vilest calumny, and as a most 
abominable thing, sufficient to discover tho author of such 
an accusation must be some wicked demon. See this fully 
proved, note on Matt. xxvi. 2G. 

Thirdly, The fifty-third verse affords two farther argu- 
ments in refutation of tho corporeal sense of these expres- 
sions: (1.) That it follows plainly from it, that the thief 
upon the cross, and all the pious and believing Jews who 
heard theso words, and died before our Saviour's passion, 
must, of necessity, be damned : for our Lord saith, with 
an asseveration, to them, Except you eat the flesh, &c. 
Now this was said at the Passover then instant, ver. 4. and 
'so at least above a year before our Saviour's passion, and 
so before the institution of that sacrament, in which alone 
his flesh could be corporeally eaten ; and therefore, had it 
been intended of corporeal and sacramental eating, it was 
impossible that any person of those hearers could be 
saved, who died in the ensuing year. (2). These words, 
interpreted' in the corporeal sense, do plainly and inevi- 
tably infer,- that they, who d6 deprive the laity, all their 
whole lives, of drinking of this blood, expose them to 
inevitable damnation; Christ having said, Except you 
drink the blood of the So?i of man, you have no life in yon. 
For though eating and drinking, being taken figuratively, 
do signify the same thing, viz. believing in a crucified 
Saviour, yet, being taken properly, they cannot be reputed 
the same thing. For albeit they who receive the body 
only, may be well said to eat the flesh of Christ, because 
they take something by way of meat into their mouths ; yet 
cannot they be said to drink his blood, if they take nothing 
into their mouths by way of drink. Since therefore eat- 
ing and drinking are two distinct actions, so that he can- 
hot properly be said to drink who only eats ; since the 
privation of life is here connected with not drinking of 
Christ's blood, as much as with not eating of his flesh, ac- 
cording to the corporeal interpretation of these words ; he 
must certainly be deprived of the life here promised, who 
doth not receive the cup; because he is deprived of drink- 
ing of the blood of Christ. 

Fourthly, from ver. 54. 56. the argument runs thus: 
Whosoever eateth the flesh and drinketh the blood of 
Christ, in the sense here spoken of, abideth in Christ, a?id 
Christ in him; and therefore is a true and living member 
of Christ's body, and he shall have eternal life, and be par- 
taker of a happy resurrection; and so no person can 
either be wicked here, or deprived of everlasting life here- 
after, who, in this sense here mentioned, eats of the flesh 
and drinketh of the blood of Christ. Now this is very 
true, of eating spiritually, and by faith, as it imports 
believing in Christ. For this (saith Christ) is the will of 
him that sent me, that every one who believeth on the Son 
may have everlasting life, and I will raise him vp at the last 
day ; but then of sacramental eating of Christ's flesh, it is 
as false ; for this was eaten by a Judas, and continually is 
eaten by millions, who are both wicked here, and will be 
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damned hereafter: this therefore cannot be the import 
of our Saviour's words. And here observe, (1.) that our 
Lord speaks in the general, WJiosoever eats. (2.) That he 
speaks thus, not by way of promise, which might be con- 
ditional, but by way of plain assertion, and declaration of 
a thing most certain. And, (3.) that the text shews the 
eating mentioned here can never be performed unpro- 
fitably, no, not without the greatest benefit; for it is op- 
posed to eating manna in the wilderness on this account, 
that whereas that only gave a temporal life, this would 
assuredly confer eternal; whereas that was not able to 
preserve from temporal, this would preserve from death 
eternal. ' / 

Fifthly, Moreover, ver. 61. and G2. our Lord speaks 
thus : Doth this offend you ? What if yott should see the 
Son of man ascend up where he was before? % e. .Are you 
offended that I thus speak of giving you my flesh to 
eat? Do you look on this expression now as so absurd 
and unintelligible? What then will you think of it, when 
this body shall be removed hence to heaven? i. e. How 
will you then be scandalized, and think it still more diffi- 
cult, and more impossible to apprehend, how you shall eat 
my flesh, and drink my blood, provided you go on to un- 
derstand my words in the gross carnal sense? For Atha- 
nasius* saith well, that Christ here mentioneth his ascent 
into heaven, ?va rfjc awjuanicJic Ivvolag avTovg a^cAKvap, that 
he might divert them from the corporeal sense ; and there- 
fore argued thus: " Seeing it will be then impossible, 
that you should corporeally eat my flesh, when it is so far 
removed from you, by this you may discern I speak of a 
spiritual eating of it." Whence by the way we learn, 
that Christ thought his ascension into heaven a sufficient 
demonstration to the Jews, that his flesh could not be 
eaten upon earth; and why it should not be so to the 
Christians, I am yet to learn. 

Sixthly,- The sixty-third verse affords us a more plain 
and certain exposition of our Saviour's meaning in the 
precedent words; for thus it runs: If. is the Spirit that 
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and. they are life: for the 
import of these words is to this effect : To that eating and 
drinking, of which, in this discourse, I have still spoken, I 
have annexed the promise of life, saying expressly, He 
that eateth me, shall live by me; he shall by me be quick- 
ened, i. e. be raised up to life eternal ; and that he abideth 
in me by that Spirit, which quickeneth our mortal bodies, 
Rom. viii. 11. so that my words are spirit and life, as be- 
ing the means of obtaining the Spirit, and by him this life ; 
to which effects my flesh, if you could eat it, would profit 
you nothing. Had our Lord said, It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing ; therefore the flesh, 
which I will give, shall be joined to my Divinity, and, by 
the virtue of it, give you life, he had said somewhat like ■ 
the sense which others put upon this text; but saying only, 
The words which I speak unto you, they are spirit ;. we can- 
not doubt but he speaks of eating and of drinking his flesh 
and blood spiritually. 

, Seventhly, Our Saviour having said to the twelve, Will 
ye also go away? St. Peter answers, To whom shall we go? \ 
Tliouhast the words of eternal life ; and we believe that \ 



• In.HIad Et»n, " Quicunque dixeril," p.' 979. 
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thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. Where 
(1.) observe, that Peter here doth, as it were, repeat the 
words of Christ: My words are life, saith Christ; TJwu 
hast the words of life eternal, saith St. Peter ; whereas, if 
he had understood our Saviour to have spoken here of oral 
manducation, his answer would, in all probability, have 
been to this effect: Wliatsoever appearance there may be 
of inhumanity, absurdness, and impossibility, of eating thy 
natural flesh, and drinking of thy blood; yet we believe it, 
because thou hast said it, who art truth itself and who art 
able to make good thy words. We therefore ■ hearing no- 
thing of this tendency from him, may conclude, that -he 
knew nothing of this import of them. And (2.) observe, 
that he thought it sufficient to say, We believe thou art the 
Clirist; which, if pur Lord spake here of oral manduca- 
tion, was nothing to the purpose ; but if he only .spake of 
spiritually eating of him, was the very thing, which was 
designed by our Lord in this discourse, and which he spake 
of in those words, which so much offended others. We 
therefore concluded .'with Clemens of Alexandria,* that 
when our Lord said, Eat my flesh, and drink my blood,' he 
allegorically meant the drinking of faith and of the pro- 
mises; and that our Lord is, by way of allegory to those 
that believe in him, meat, and flesh, and nourishment, and 
bread, and blood: with Tertullian,f that our Lord all 
along urged his intent by allegory, calling his word flesh, as 
being to be hungered after, that we might have life ; rt auditu 
devorandus, ruminandus intellectu, et fide digerendus;" 
to be devoured by the ear, ruminated upon by the mind, and 
by faith digested : with Origen,J that we are said to drink 
his blood, when we receive his words, in ivhich life consists; 
that his flesh is meat indeed, and his blood drink indeed, be- 
cause he feedeth all mankind with the flesh and blood of his 
word, as with pure meat and drink: with Eusebius,§ that 
his words and doctrines are flesh and blood: with Atha- 
nasius,|| that the words ivhich Christ spake were not carnal, 
but spiritual; for how cotild his body have srrfficedfor meat, 
that it should be made the food of the whole world? 
with St. Austin,^", "utquid paras dentes et ventrem? 
crede, et manducasti; credere enim in eum, hoc estman- 
ducare panem vivum :", why providest thou teeth and a 
belly? believe, and thou hast eaten; for to believe in him, 
this is to eat the living bread : add, lastly, with Jerome,** 
in the truest sense, the body and blood of Christ is the word 
and doctrine of the Scripture; " caro Christi et sanguis ejus 
in auribus nostris infunditur," the flesh and blood of Christ 
is' poured into our ears. We say, in the language of Ori- 
gen,ft " Si filii estis ecclesiae, — agnoscite, quia figurae 
stmt; — se enim secundum literam sequaris," &c. If ye are 

* Oayiff-3i |t*ou t£? 0-<£gx<t? i Imbt, H&lvU&i f*ov to aijua, ivajyi? rn{ gnVrfwf, xat 
T?f tvayyikias t3 ffdrtjwov aXXnyofSv, &c. Psedag. lib. i. cap. 6. p. 100. T$ W aijua, 
oTvoc aXXuyogitrai, &c. Ibid. p. 104, 105, 

t De Resnr. Cam. oap. 56, 37. 

% " Bibere antem dicimur aangainera Chrisli — — cam sermones ejus recipi- 
mus." Horn. 16. in Nam. fol. 123. " Caro ejas verus *st cibus, el sanguis ejus verus 
est polas, carnibus enim et sanguine verbi sui, tanquara inundo cibo an polu, 
polalelreficit omne hominum genua." Horn. 7. in Levit. fol. 73. 

§ De Eccles. Tbeolog. lib. iii. oap. 12. 

\\ *W jt*a&a«nv on xal a "Kiyu owe l<rrt <r*px»x« aXXA irvtvft&Tixa' ?rW? yap wpxu to 
rSpek srpo? fywriv ; Tva xal t$v x&<t{a.w sravro; toUto rptyh yivnrai. Tom. i. p. 979. 

% Trad. xxv. in Johao. turn. ix. p. 210. el Tract. xxvi.p."223. 

*• " Licet in royslerio possil inlelligi, taraeo veriua Corpus Christ!, el sanguis ejus, 
sennn scriplararum esl." In Peal, cxlvii. fol. 94. 

ft Horn. yii. in Levit. ibid. , 
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the sons of the church, own these things to be figures; for if I 
you follow the letter, this very saying .Except you eat the flesh, 
is a killing letter: in the words* of Eusebius,* pronounced 
in the name of Christ, Do not think that I speak of that 
flesh with which I am compassed, as if you must eat of that ; 
neither imagine, that I command you to drink of my sen- 
sible and bodily blood; but xmderstand well, that the 
words that I have spoken (o you, they are spirit and life. 
For, as St. Austinf saith, touching the exposition of 
Scripture phrases; If the saying be preceptive, either for- 
bidding a wicked action, or commanding that whichis good, 
it is no figurative speech; but if- it seems to. command any 
wickedness, or to forbid what is profitable and good, it is 
figurative. This saying, Except ye eat, fyc. seems to. com- 
mand a wicked thing; it is therefore a figure, enjoining to 
commimicate in the passion of our Lord, and sweetly and 
profitably remember, that his flesh was wounded and cruci- 
fiedfor its. 

[ el ] Ver. 55. For my flesh aXnOwg l<m /3pw<x*c, is meat 
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.] From what hath 
been said, note on ver. 53. ii appears this cannot be meant 
of eating and drinking corporeally the flesh and blood of 
our Lord Jesus in the holy sacrament; it remains, therefore, 
thaf they must here be styled, truly meat and drink, in the 
spiritual sense; because the eating of this flesh by faith in 
his salutary passion, doth nourish the soul to life eternal; 
and the drinking of this blood by faith in the blood of 
Christ, shed for the remission of our sins, doth so refresh 
the person thirsting after righteousness, that, being justified 
by faith in his blood, and having the Spirit promised to all 
believers, conveyed to him as a fountain of living waters, 
he shall thirst no more. (John iv. 14. vii. 38, 39.) Thus, in 
the Scripture language, a thing is said to be that aXrjflwc, 
truly which it is only spiritually, or by way of allegory, or 
reference to some effects, which it performeth answerable 
to some natural effects performed by that, which it is said 
truly and indeed to be : so our heavenly treasure is called 
rb a\r)$ivbv, the true riches, as making us rich towards 
God, and being a treasure of spiritual wealth, never to be 
taken from us. (Lukexvi.il.) Thus Christ is styled rb <j>uq 
to aXqdivbv, the true light, John i. 9. because his doctrine 
was that to the understanding, which light is to the eye, 
directing us in the way of life; he also is styled afnrzXog 
uXqOivrj, the true vine, John xv. 1. as being one who did 
more certainly refresh the thirsty soul, and fill it with 
spiritual joy, than will- the fruit of the vine refresh the 
thirsty body, and rejoice the heart: thus heaven is called 
n otcW; ij aXriOtvrj, the true tabernacle, Heb. viii. 2. and 
Christ' here saith of himself, ver. 32. I am 6 aprog 6 aXtj- 
Oivbc, the true bread, which came down from heaven; i. e. 
more nourishing and strengthening to the soul of the be- 
liever, than bread can be to the body. (SeeExamenMillii.) 

[ 22 ] Ver. 57. And I live by the Father.] How, saith 

Stegmannus, can he be God, who lives by the benefit of 

another? I answer, even as he can have life in himself, 

(v. 26.) by the life of the Father communicated to him with 

-his essence. 

Ver. 58. and 59. See Examen Millii. 

[ 23 3 Ver. G2. What if you see the Son of man ascending 
where he was before?] It is certain, saith Stegmannus, this 



' Ubi supra. 



t De Doctrinit Christian!, lib. lii. cap. 16. 



is spoken of the Son of man, and so not of a person, who 
is God. But I deny the consequence: it being indeod 
spoken of him, who was the Son of man ; but not as he 
was so only, but as beingalso tfye Son of God, his only- 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, John i. 18. 

Obj. But then, why is it said, Where he was before, as 
of a thing past, not where he always was? 

Ans. 1. As God the Father is often said in Scripture to 
descend upon the earth, see note on ver. 33. and afterward 
to go up and ascend again to his place, Gen. xviii. 33. 
Hos. v. 15. that is, to the place where he was before; so, 
what reason can be given, why the same may not be said 
of the Divine Word ? 

Ans. 2. I add, that, according to our hypothesis, he 
may be properly said to ascend where he was before, who, 
in his Divine glory, used to appear from heaven to the 
patriarchs; and, when he became man, divested himself 
of that glory, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
because he after reassumed and appeared in that glory, 
which he had with the Father before the world was, John 
xvii. 5. 

[ 24 ] Ver. 63. It is the Spirit that quickeneth: Ver. 64. 
Thou hast the words of eternal life.] See note on ver. 53. 

[25] Ver. 65. Therefore said I to you, No man can come to 
me, except it be given him of my Father.] See the note on 
ver. 37. 

[-26] y er< 70. Ovk lZs\£%aur)v, &c. Have I not chosen you 
twelve, and one of you is a devil?] Hence.it appears, saith 
Theophylact, that r) IfcXoyn tov Geov ov fiiaZtrat rrjv wpoalpt- 
mv ^juwv, God's election lays no force upon the tvill of man, 
but leaves him ffleXoSplTrrov £wov, one that may turn to good 
or evil, as he will. ' 

CHAP. VII. 

1. AFTER these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he 
I 1 ] would not walk in Jewry, because (the rage of the. chief 
priests and principal men of) the Jews (was such, that 
they) sought to kill him. 

2. Now the Jews' feast of tabernacles (kept in remem- 
brance of their living in tents forty years in the wilderness) 
was at hand. 

3. His brethren therefore said to him, Depart hence, and 
go into' Judea, that [ 2 ] thy disciples (there) also may see 
the works that thou doest. 

4. For there is no man who doeth any thing in secret, and 
he himself seeketh to be known openly: if thou (canst) do 
these things (in truth at any time and in any place) shew 
thyself to the (great men of the) world (the Sanhedrin, 
and the pharisees and rulers there, that they may be con- 
vinced of the truth. * And this they said, being desirotis that 
his miracles might be tried by them, hoping they would find 
out the cheat of them). 

5. For neither did [ s ] his brethren believe in him, (that 
he did these things in truth, and for a good end, but for vain- 
glory, ver. 4.) 

6. Then Jesus said to them, My time is not yet come (to 
go up thither, ver. 8.) but your time is always ready (to go 
thither tvithout molestation from any body there. 

7. For) the world cannot hate you (ivho live in con- 
formity to the manners of it); but me it hatcth, because I 
testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. 
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8. [ 4 ] Go ye up to this feast: I go not up yet to this 
feast; for my (fit) time (of going up) \§ not yet full come. 

9. (And) when he had said these words to them, he 
abode still in Galilee. 

10. But when his brethren were gone up, then went he 
also up to the feast, (in obedience to the Divine command; 
but this he did) not openly (and with company), but as it 
were in secret, (as privately as he could, to avoid the design 
of them that sought to kittJiim, ver. 19.) 

11. Then the Jews sought him at the feast, and said, 
Where is he? 

12. And there was much murmuring ( t e. private dis- 
course) among the people concerning him: for some said, 
He is a good man: others said, Nay; but he deceiveth the 
people (applying himself still to them, and not to ilie tvise! 
and great ones). 

13. Howbeit no man (i. el none of his favourers) spake 
openly of him (as of the Christ) for fear of the Jews, (who 
had decreed, that if any man should confess that he was the 
Christ, he should be put out. of the synagogue, ix. 22.) 

14. Nowabout the [ 5 ] midst of the feast (when, the num- 
ber of the sacrifices lessening, the people were more at leisure 
to hear), Jesus went up into the temple, and taught. 

15. And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this 
man letters (how comes he to be so skilful in the knowledge 
of the Scriptures), having never learned (in the academies, 
or from the scribes)? 

16. Jesus answered them, and said, (Ye need not admire 
at this, if ye consider that) p] my doctrine is not mine, but 
his that sent me: (i. e, I did not frame it of myself, but 
received it immediately from God. 

17. And) if any man will (honestly resolve to) do [ 7 ] his 
will (made known to him),he shall know of the doctrine 
(which J teach), whether it be of God, or whether I speak 
(only) of myself. 

18. (And by this test you may discern it, for) h6 that 
speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory (and therefore 
speaketh not those things which he knows tvill disgust ^ 'and 
procure hatred to him from men): but he that seeketh 
(only) his glory that sent him, the same is (a) true (pro- 
phet), and no [ 8 ] unrighteousness ( i. e. falsehood) is in 
him. 

19. (But it is otherwise with you, as being full of hypocrisy 
and guile, for) did not Moses give you the law (for which 
you seem so zealous as to be angry with rue for a supposed 
violation of it), and yet (after all this pretended zeal) 
[ 9 ] none of you keepeth the law? Why (else) go yc about 
to kill me (against the sixth commandment? 

20. Some of) the people answered and said, Thou hast a 
devil (i. e. thou art possessed with a lying spirit); whogoeth 
about to kill thee ? 

21. Jesus answered and said to them, I have done one 
work, and ye all [ 10 ] marvel, (that I, who profess myself a 
prophet, should violate the rest of the sabbath by doing such 
a work on that day. 

22. Now) Moses therefore [ u ] gave to you (the precept 
of) circumcision, not because it (originally) id of Mosesi 
but of the fathers (from the days of Abraham) ; and yo (in 
obedience to the command to circumcise on the eighth day) 
on the sabbath-day circumcise a man (child, when the 
eighth day is also the sabbath-day). 

23. IT (then) a man on the sabbath-day receive circum- 
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eision, that the (ritual) law of Moses (requiring it to be 
still done on the eighth day) should not be broken ; are yc 
(justly) angry at me, because ( that the law of charity and 
mercy, which is superior to and more ancient than that of 
circumcision, might not be broken by me) I have tnado a 
man every whit whole on the sabbath-day ? v . .\u-.i* 

24. [ 1? ] Judge not according to the appearance (of vio- 
lating the sabbath by that action ; because it was a work 
done then), but (consider the goodness of the action, that 
ye may) judge righteous judgment, a j . - i ;\>v 

25. Then said some of them of Jerusalem (who knew 
the designs of the pharisees against Mm), Is not this he, 
whom they seek to kill? *i *-U'i Jj ,. 

26. But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing to 
him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ? 
(and for this reason have they laid aside that. design?* . -; 

27. Howbeit there lies this plain objection against his 
being the Messiah, that) we know this man whence he is : 
but (our tradition saithy that) when [ 13 ] Christ eometh, no' 
man knoweth whence he is. 

28. Then (in answer to this cavil) cried Jesus in the 
temple as he taught, saying, Ye both [ 14 ] know me, and ye 
know whence I am (i. e. my person, parentage, and coun- 
try; but yet this should not prejudice you against my being 
a prophet sent from God): for (and) I am not come of 
myself, but he that sent me (and hath given sufficient tes- 
timony that he did send me) is true, whom ye know (i.e. 
you own) not (denying to receive his testimony concern- 
ing me). 

29. But I know him : for I am from him, and he hath 
sent me (and thus I have an original ye know not of ); ^ 

30. Then they sciught to take him (for assuming to be a 
teacher sent from God): but no man laid hands on him 
(God so ordering it), because his hour was not yet come. 

31. And many of the people (who had seen his miracles) 
believed on him, and said (in justification of their faith), 
When Christ eometh, will he do more miracles (to con- 
vince us that he is the Christ) than these that this man hath 
done (to prove himself so to be)? ■ 

32. The pharisees heard that the people murmured (i:e. 
said privately) such things concerning hin^; and (there- 
fore) the pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to 
take him. 

33. Then said Jesus (to them that iverejenty Ye need not 
trouble yourselves to take me, for) yet (but) a little while 
am I with you, and then I go (again) to him that sent me. 

34. And (then) '[ ]5 ] ye shall seek me (in your distress, 
Luke xvii. 22. see viii. 21.) and shall not find me: and 
where I (then) am, thither ye cannot come. * 

35. Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will 
he go, that we shall not (be able to) find him? will he 
go to [ l6 ] the dispersed among the gentiles, and teach the 
gentiles ? 

36. What manner of saying is this (what other meaning 
can he have in) that he said, Yo shall seek me, and shall 
not find me : and where I am, thither yc cannot come ? 

37. [ 17 ] In the last day, that great day of the feast (on 
which they went with great solemnity and joy, to draw 
water from the fountain of Siloam,to bring it to the temple, 
singing these ivords of Isaiah, With joy shall they draw 
water from the tvells of salvation, and expecting an afflatus 
of the Holy Ghost), Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any 
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man thirst (for spiritual waters), let him (not go to Siloam, 
but) come to me, and drink. 

38. He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, 
(Isa. xxxii. 1, 2. xliv. 3. Ezek. xxxvi. 27. so shall it be with 
him, for) out of his belly shall flow rivers of living waters, 
(springing up to eternal life, John iv. 14.) 

39.. (But this (tovto ,$l, and this) he spake of tho Spirit, 
which they that believe in him should (after his ascension) 
receive: for the (effusion of the) [ 18 ] Holy Ghost was not 
yet (given); because that Jesus (who was to send him from 
the Father) was not yet glorified.) 

40. Many of the people therefore, when. they heard this 
saying, said, Of a truth this is [ 19 ] the Prophet (of whom 
Moses foretold, Deut. xviii. 18.) ; 

41. Others said, This is the Christ (the, king Messias, of 
whom Esaias said, xlii. 1. 1 will put my Spirit upon him). 
But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? 

42. Hath not the Scripture said, That Christ cometh of 
the seed of David, and out of ,the town of Beth-lehem, 
where David was? 

43. So there was a division among the people because 
of him. 

44. And some of them (that were sent for that purpose). 
would have taken him; but (others of them, who weremuch 
affected with his doctrine, not consenting ) no man laid hands 
on.him. >: , 

45. Then came the officers to the chief priests and pha- 
risees; and they said to them, Why have ye not brought 
him? 

46. The officers answered, [ £0 ] Never man. spake like this 
man : (for he told us what we came about as soon as we 
came to him, and discoursed so heavenly, and with such au- 
thority, that we durst not lay violent handstipon him.) 

47. Then answered them the pharisees, Are ye also de- 
ceived (by him) ? 

48. [ 2l ] Have any of the rulers or of the pharisees (zvho 
understand the law, and are to judge for you in matters of 
religion) believed on him? 

49. But this people, that know not the law, are accursed. 

50. Nicodemus saith to them, he that came to Jesus by 
night, being one of them, (i. e. of the great council, iii. 1.) , 

51. Doth our law (permit us to) judge (and condemn) 
any man before it hear him (making his defence), &n& know/ 
what he doeth (worthy of condemnation)? 

52. They answered and said to them, Art thou also (an 
abettor) of (those of) Galilee (as by thy actions thouseemest 
to be)? Search, and look : for (by so doing thou wilt find, 
that) [ C2 ] out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. 

53. And (when they had said this they dissolved the as- 
sembly, and) every man went to his own house. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VII. 

[*] Vcr. 1. HE would not walk in Judea, because the Jeivs 
sought to kill him.'] His time being not yet come, he parted 
thence, instructing us, by his example, not to irritate men, 
or run into danger without necessity, upon presumption of 
Divine protection; but that we are to use all lawful means, 
which God hath put into our hands, to avoid them. Only 
note, that by departing from Judea into Galilee, he declined 
not the end of his coming into the , world ; because in Ga- 
lilee his doctrine and miracles found more faith than in 



Judea, so that he chose to be most there, where his doc- 
trine was like to do most good. Note also, that to walk, 
when it relates to places or persons, signifies to tarry there 
or with them for a time ; as his disciples walked no more 
with him, John yi. GG. (see xi. 54.) when it B relates to 
tilings or actions, it signifies to be often doing them, or con- 
versant about them, as to walk after their covetousness, to 
walk in malice, &c. 

[ 2 ] Vcr. 3. That thy disciples also may see the works that t 
thoudoest.] Either that thy disciples in Judea may see the 
works thou doestin Galilee, or that thy disciples in Galilee 
going up to the feast, and seeing thee doing the like works 
before the Sanhedrin, who can best judge of them, fnay be 
the more confirmed in the faith: for the Galileans re- 
ceived him, having seen the works that he did at Jerusalem 
at the feast, (iv. 45.) 

[ 3 ]Ver. 5. For neither did his brethren believe in him.'] 
i. e. They believed not that he was the Messiah ; because > 
they saw not that pomp and outward splendour, which they^ 
expected from. the Messiah; or imagining, that he sought 
to be iv Trappr)crl%, a public person, they conceived that he 
pretended to do more than indeed he could ; as appears 
from those words, vcr. 4. If thou doest these things, shew that 
tiioudoest' them where the best judges of thy actions arc. 
Yet that afterward they believed,. we learn from Acts 
i. 14. where they are numbered among those who cleaved* 
to the apostles. 

• [ 4 iy e . r - 8. Go ye up to the feast.] You may do this se- 
curely at, any time ; for the pharisees bear no hatred tO ( 
you, whereas my doctrine, being opposite to their manners 
and affections, may expose me to their rage; I therefore 
shall not yet go up. He would go up, in obedience to the' 
Divine command, but he would go as privately as he, 
could, to avoid danger, by human prudence, when there 
was no necessity of doing it by a miraculous power. '£70* 
ov7rw avafiaivo), I go not.up yet to this feast. Here Grotius 
notes, that this particle ovttu), yet, was not originally in the 
text; because Porphyry accuses Christ of inconstancy and 
mutability, saith St. Jerome,* as saying, I go not up to this 
feast, when afterward he went; and therefore concludes 
this particle was after added by the Christians, to avoid the 
force of this objection : but this is to accuse the Christians 
of adding to and altering the Scriptures, to save the credit* 
of a heathen and' professed enemy to Christianity, as if he 
could not read negligently, or meet with a* deficient or 
corrupt Latin copy. It is certain, that Chrys.ostom reads, 
vvv or ov7rw; so did also the Syriac and Arabic versions, 
the Alexandrian, and most other manuscripts, and both the 
words preceding, and the words following, require this 
reading ; Christ saying, ver. 6. My time (of going up) oSttcu 
TTaptart, is not yet come; and here, I go notup (yet)unto the 
feast, for my time ovtt<o irzirkfytoTai, is not yet come; where 
he respects not the time of his death, as some imagine, for 
then he should not have gone up to Jerusalem till the time 
came that* he was to suffer there; whereas we find him at 
this f<?ast of tabernacles, ver. 10. and at the feast of dedi- 
cation of the altar, x. 12.: lie therefore must there speak of 
his going up to this feast. (See here Exaraen Millii.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 14'. T>lc lopri/c fitaovvm* About the midst of the 
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feast Jesus ivent up.] Dr. Pocock informs us, that the days 
betwixt those which were ordinary and festival were styled 
dies medii, intermediate days;. because some works might 
be done in them, which were not lawful on their feast-days. 

[^ Ver. 16. My doctrine.is not mine, but his that sent me.] 
If Christ (saith Stegmannus) had any other nature besides 
the human, according to ivhich he was the prime author of 
his doctrine, could he have truly said, My doctrine is not 
mine? Could one, who was the true God, deny that he 
sought his oxen glory? Since the true God cannot do other- 
wise, sure he that thus denies these things, which are so pro- 
per to God, cannot be God most high. 

Ans. To this some answer, That this indeed cannot pro- 
perly be said of him, super quern alius noil est, which is the 
distinction put by Justin Martyr and Irenseus betwixt God 
the Father and the Son, whom they believed to be truly 
God, viz. that this cannot be said of him, who is the ori r 
ginal and fountain of the Deity, and derived his essence 
from none ; but it may be said of him, who is God of God } 
as deriving his Divine essence from the Father, especially 
when being in the form of God, he did not covet to appear 
as God, but took upon him the form of a servant: (see the 
note on Phil. ii. 6. and upon 1 Cor. viii. 5.) he acting, even 
when Lord of all things, to the glory of God the Father, 
(Phil. ii. 11.) For thus he speaks of himself, as having an 
original, according to which the Jews knew who he was; 
and whence he was, ver. 28. of this chapter, i. e. saith Steg- 
mannus, of what parents. he was according to the flesh ; and 
yet, viii. 14. he saith, Ye knotv not whence I am, and ver; 
19. Ye neither know me nor my Father ; that is, saith the 
same Stegmannus, Ye know not my Divine excellency ; and 
so both, saith he, are true, but in a diverse manner, they 
knowing him as to .his earthly parents, but not as to his 
Divine excellency and descent from heaven. "\V"hy there- 
fore may we not use the like distinction here, viz. that his 
doctrine was not his (only), and yet was his ; that he came 
not to do his own will, and yet he did it ; i. e. he did not do 
it, as he was man; but yet he did do it, as he was God as 
well as man? since from this instance it appears, that 
truly may be ascribed to him in a higher sense, which he 
removes from himself, when he speaks of himself as acting 
here on earth. Thus he tells his apostles, he was to be no 
more in the world, but to leave the world, and go to the 
Father, and even to go away from them, xvi. 7. 28.xvii. 11. 
and yet he promiseth to be always with them, Matt, xxviii. 
28. and to abide with them for ever, John xiv. 1G. 23. (See 
the note on ver. 28.) But, 

Secondly, I answer, that Christ, by saying these and the 
like words, respects himself as a prophet, sent by his Father 
into the world. Now the very office of a prophet requires 
that he should speak nothing of himself, nor deliver his, 
own mind and doctrine, nor seek his own glory; but should 
speak all things in his name, and do all things for the 
glory of him, that sent him ; and to this may be referred 
most of those passages of this Gospel, which the Socinians 
urge against the Deity of Christ, they being spoken by him, 
not to declare by what power and wisdom he acted, as he 
was the only-begotten Son of God, but to demonstrate he 
was no false prophet ; that he delivered not a doctrine in- 
vented by himself, to get a name and reputation to himself, 
but only taught that doctrine he had received from his 
Father, and which tended to advance his glory: for, 



First, To speak of himself in the Scripture phrase, is to 
speak from his own heart, and private motion and in- 
vention, what he had not received from God, as the false 
prophets did: so Moses saith, Numb. xvi. 28* Hereby 
shall ye know that the Lord hath sent me to do all "these 
things, and that I do them not ^D of my own heart, or at 
my own will, say all the Targums. And Balaam speaks 
thus, Numb. xxiv. 13. IfBalak would give me his housefull 
of silver and gold, I cannot transgress the word of the Lord, 
to do good or evil, ufo, a$ ifiavrov, of myself ; or, as it is 
xxii. 18. tvry Stavolq, pov, of my own mind; of my own will, 
saith the Targum ; but what the Lord saith, that wilt I 
speak. Hence God complains of the false prophets, that 
they speak airb icapSfac avTwv,from their own hearts; and 
not from the mouth of the Lord, Jer. xxiii. 16. and to &- 
X//juara rijc KapSlag avnov, the deceits of their oivn hearts, 
ver. 20. Thus, to speak from himself, here, ver. 17, 18. is 
opposed to speaking from God ; and, viii. 28. it stands op- 
posed to speaking what he was taught by God, in ithese 
words, I speak not of myself but as the Father hath taught 
me, so I speak; and, xii. 49. I speak not of myself, but 
as the Father hath given me commandment: see also xiv; 
10. When therefore Christ saith, my doctrine is not mine, 
he speaks not this in respect of his own knowledge, he 
having in him all the treasures of wisdom, Col. ii. 3. nor 
in respect of authority, for he styles it his word, his com* 
mandment; nor in respect of his will, which was always one 
with that of his Father's; hut he only denies that he spake 
as a false prophet, saying things of himself without com- 
mission from his Father, or running when he had not sent 
him, as they did, but, as the Baptist saith of him, spake 
the words of God. Now what reason can be given, why 
Christ, though having in hivaall the fulness of the Godhead, 
might not say, when upon earth, he spake and acted as a 
prophet sent from God; that he was no false prophet; that 
he uttered no doctrine of his own invention, nor any thing 
which he had no commission to speak to them; and that in 
the delivery of it he sought not his own glory, as the false 
prophets did ? 

[ 7 ] Ver. 17. If any man will do his will, &c] That is, if 
he hath an honest heart,- prepared to obey the truth when 
he is convinced of it, he shall know of the doctrine, i. e. 
shall have means sufficient to convince him, that it is 
of God. . * 

[ 8 ] Ver. 18. He is true, teal «<Wa lv clvt$ ovk t<mv, and there 
is no unrighteousness, i. e. no falsehood, in him.'] So aSttcta 
signifies ; so oucovojuoc rijc aSticfac is the false steward, Luke 
xvi. 8. cnrarri Trjg aSaclag, deceit by falsehood, is opposed to 
the love of the truth, 2 Thess. ii. 10. (see the note on 
1 Cor. xiii. G.) so that this seems to be the import of 
these words, He is a true prophet, and no false impostor. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 19. None of you keep the law.] i. e. None of you, 
who go about to kill me as a violater of the sabbath, 
that requiring you not to condemn the innocent. (Exod; 
xxiii. 7.) 

[ ]0 ] Ver. 21. Kac Travreg *$avjua£m, And ye all wonder. 1 
i. c. <Ye do it with auger and offence ; ver. 23. napcuTuaQz, 
SopofiuaQt, Theophylact. So SavfiaZuv signifies, Eccles, 
v. 8. when thoii seest the oppression of the poor, jut) Savfiawje, 
be not troubled or offended at the matter: and Ecclus. xi. 
21. firj SavfiaZ* lv tpyotg a^aprwXou, be not offended- at the 
works of sinners. Note also, that the words, Sm rovTo,for 
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this cause, are added to this" verse thus, That you may, or 
so that you will, marvel at this, by Chrysostom and Thco- 
phylact. (See Examen Milliiin locum.) 

["] Ver. 22, 23. Moses gave you circumcision.] i. e. He 
continued to you that rito which began from Abraham, to 
whom it was commanded: that it should be performed, tq 
wip$T$ 6y$6& on the eighth day, (Gen. xvii. 14.) though, it 
fell upon the sabbath, and you accordingly perform it Qn 
that day, and teach that circumcision drives out the sab- 
bath* ormakcs it lawful to perform,work on that day, even 
all things which are necessary to be done for the circum- 
cision of the child; and if this be lawful, by the command 
of Moses, to be done on that day for the benefit of a child, 
why may it not be lawful, according to Moses, to do a like 
work for the benefit of one of riper years ? * 
v [ 12 ] Ver. 24. Judge not kclt 5\piv, according to appear- 
ance.] i.e. Absolving them who do these works of cir- 
cumcision, &c. on the sabbath-day, in observance Of a 
ritual precept, and condemning me, who, by healing with 
a w r ord on that day, do what is less laborious in observ- 
ance of- the higher precepts of charity and mercy;' and 
then considering, that God will have mercy, and not sacri- 
fice, you will judge righteous judgment. For to exempt 
Moses from blame for commanding that work to be done 
on that day, which is more laborious, and less beneficial, 
out of respect to him ; and to condemn me; a greater pro- 
phet, for doing with a word what is more beneficial on that 
day, out of disrespect to me, is manifestly to judge with 
respect to persons : so Theophylact. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 27. But when Christ cometh, no man knoiveth 
whence he is.] This is doubtless spoken from the vain tra- 
ditions of their rabbins ; who owned, indeed, that their 
Messiah was to be born at Bcth-lehem, but imagined that 
he was presently to be conveyed thence, and concealed 
till Elias came to anoint him. That this was an ancient 
conceit among them, appears not only from the Targum 
of Jonathan, who, oh Micah iv. 8. saith thus, Thou, O 
Christ, who liest hid for the sins of the children ofSion, to 
thee shall the kingdom come ; but also from the words of 
Trypho,t If Christ be born, andisany wJiere dyvuxn-oc l&rt, 
he is unknown, nor hath he any power, till Elias comes to 
manifest him to the world: and hence Justin Martyr saith, 
I know your masters say, that Christ is not yet come; and; 
if he be come, ov yivwaKirai og l<rnv it is not known who he is, 
(pag. 33G. C.) 

[ u ] Ver. 28., Ye both know me, and ye know ivhence I 
am.] Hero Stegmannus the Socinian notes, that what 
Christ grants here, he denies, viii. 14. 19. saying, Ye 
neither know me, nor whence I am, because, in different 
respects, mentioned note on ver. 1G. both are true; when 
then ho argues from those words, / came not from myself, 
Christ is not God ; because God cannot but come from 
himself: why did he not, from these words infer, in like 
manner, that Christ had no Divine excellence unknown to 
the Jews ? But he considered not that to come of himself, 
did only signify to come as a false prophet without com- 
mission from God, and delivering in his name a doctrine 
he received not from him ; in which sense, though Christ 
could not come of himself, yet might he say these things 
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of himself as a prophet here on earth, though he had also 
in him the fulness of the Godhead. 

[ 15 ] Ver. 34. Ye shall seek me (in your distress), and shall 
not find me.] So have I interpreted this passage in the 
paraphrase, as most commentators do ; yet the precedent 
words, and the words following, seem to require this sense, 
I go to my Father, and though you shoidd seek me, ye can- 
not then find me; for you are not fitted to go to heaven 
where my Father is. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 35. Will he go tic n)v $ia<nropav 'EXX/jvwv, t the 
dispersed among the gentiles? &c] It is matter of dispute 
what is here meant by the dispersion of the gentiles, some 
understanding, by this phrase, the dispersion of the Jews 
among the Greeks in Asia and Europe, as the Stamropa 
USvrovy the dispersion of Pontus and Galatia, 1 Pet. i. 1. 
is the dispersion of the Jews in those places; because the 
word dispersion is not thought to agree well with the gen- 
tiles, being in their native soil ; but yet there seems a ne- 
cessity of understanding by this phrase, the gentiles dis- 
persed from the time of building' the tower of Babel into 
divers »natioris: (Gen. x.) for (1.) it is not said, will he 
go to the dispersion, and teach the Jews? but, will ho go, 
and teach Tovg m E\\nvag; the gentiles? which fixes the sense 
to them. Moreover, this seems here to be said by way of 
imputation and reproach to Christ; whereas it could be no 
imputation on him to preach to the Jews to whom he was 
sent, nor could this seem strange to them ; but they thought 
it unlawful for a Jew to converse with the uncircumcised, 
(Acts x. 28.) nor could they patiently hear of one sent to' 
preach to the gentiles : (Acts xxii. 22.) nor is the phrase in 
St. Peter parallel, it being not simply &a<nropa, the disper- 
sion, but Trapnr&rjfiot tTjq ha<nr'opaQ, the strangers of the dis- 
persions of Pontus, &c. (See Examen Millii in locum.) 

[ ,T ] Ver. 37 — 39. 'Ev r$ Sc ^X"TV v^PO- *$ jucyaAy r>/c 
lopTTjg. In the last, i. e. the great day of the feast, Jesus 
cried, If any man thirst, let him come to me and drink. — 
This said he of the Spirit.] For explication of these verses 
observe, - 

First, That Christ here speaks of the internal gifts of the 
Spirit, viz. those of prophecy, tongues, of xvisdom, and the 
knowledge of all mysteries ; for he speaks of those gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, which were not yet given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified; he therefore speaks of the gifts to be 
received after his ascension; now they were these internal 
gifts. (See note on Heb. ii. 4. 1 John v. C.) 

Secondly, Observe, that these gifts of the Spirit are pro- 
mised under the metaphor of waters flowing out of tits body 
of believers, agreeable to the nature of internal gifts. So 
Christ saith to the Samaritan woman, Hie water which I 
ivill give, will be a fountain of water springing np to life 
eternal, iv. 14. so Isa. xxxii. 1, 2. Behold, a king shall 
reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment; 
and man shall be as rivers of water in a dry place : and 
xliv. 3. I will pour ivater upon him that is thirsty, and 
floods tipon the dry ground: I will pour my Spirit upon thy 
seed, and my Spirit upon thy offspring; that is, saith the 
Targum, as waters are given to the thirsty earth, so will I 
give my Spirit upon thy sons: and Ezck. xxxvi. 25 — 
27. 1 will pour clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; 
I will put my Spirit DDl 1p3 in the midst of you, in your 
bowels, saith the Targum; whence it is manifest, that they 
must be mistaken who say the words of Christ are not to 
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be found in the Old Testament, and so interpret his words 
thus, He that believetK in me (as the Scriptures require him 
to believe), oat of his belli/ shall flow rivers of living water ; 
whereas that phrase, kclSwc tiinv tf yga<prj, as the Scripture 
liath said, is never used to express the manner after which 
a thing is to be done,* but always to confirm the truth and 
authority of the thing mentioned. (Sec ver. 42. Rom. iv. 
3. ix. 17. x. 11. xi. 2. GaLiv. 30. James ii. 8.) 

Thirdly, Observe that Christ spake thus on the last day 
of the feast of the tabernacles ; now on that day, say the 
Je^ys, they used to compass the altar seven times with 
branches in their hands, saying some prayers, in which 
they often repeat the words hosannah and hatzilcka, Save 
now, andprosper zis ; whence that day was styled Mosanna 
Rabba, or the great day of the feast, as here ; and as they 
add, by the institution of their prophets Haggai and Ze- 
chariah, they then fetched water with great joy and pomp 
from the fountain of Siloara, and brought it to their priests, 
who poured it upon the altar with the wine of their sacri- 
fice, singing these words of Isaiah, xii. 3. With joy shall 
ye draw water from the fountain of salvation ; that is, saith 
the Targura, With joy shall ye receive a neto doctrine from 
the elect of the Just; and whilst they w T erc thus singing, they 
expected the Holy Spirit should fall upon them, as they 
said he did on the prophet Jonas, whilst he was employed 
in this very action : they farther say, that there was a place j 
in the court of the women, whither they carried these wa- 
ters, called Beth-Hassoovah, the place of drawing: be- 
cause thence they drew the Holy Spirit: and, lastly, 
Zachary foretells, that all the nations should come to Jem- 
salerri at the feast of tabernacles, xiv. 16. and in that day 
(saith he) living waters shall go forth from Jerusalem, ver; 8. 
And hence we learn why that day was called the great 
day of the feast ; and how appositely our Lord spake 
to them of receiving the Holy Ghost, under the meta- 
phor of living, i. e. fountain-water. (See Tremellius here, 
and Buxtorf. Lex. p. 2298.) 

j-i8] Ver. 39. Ovtto> yap r\v Trvtup.a.'] Many copies read 
ayiov, and some di$6fi*vov\ but I suspect that neither S(So- 
fitvov nor ayiov was in the original; (1.) because Origen 
reads oww yap %v nvtvfia, and nomore continually: (see 
apud Huet. torn, i.p.299. B.tom. ii. p. 359. D. 398. C.422. 
II.) nor is to ayiov interpreted by the Syriac or Vulgar. 
And (2.) the words foregoing are only these, he spake mpl 
tov nvivfiaToc, of the Spirit, and so those answer these, the 
Spirit is not yet. 

[ 19 ] Ver. 40. Of a truth this is the Prophet.'] In whose 
time the great effusion of the Spirit, mentioned by Isaias 
and Joel, is to be expected. 

j-20] y eTt 4(j # Never man spalce like this man.] Here two 
things are observable; (1.) the power of Christ's words to 
change the frame and temper of men's spirits; for these 
men came with hearts alienated from Christ, and with in- 
tention to carry him to the chief priests, but return with a 
great admiration of his excellency and worth. (2.) Here 
is observable, the honesty of these men; for they do not 
return with a pretence that they feared the multitude, and 
therefore thought it dangerous to apprehend him; but they 
ingenuously confess, they could not prevail with themselves 
to apprehend a person, whose discourses were so holy and 
Divine. 

[ 81 ] Ver. 48. Have any of the rulers or of the pharisees 



believed.on him?] This is plainly the popish argument, by 
which they attempt to. prove, that. private men, laics, and 
inferior priests, are not to be governed by their own senti- 
ments of Christ's doctrine, but must submit to their general 
councils, and the major part of their church guides. And 
that it is as strong in;the mouth of the pharisees against 
Christ being the true Messiah, as it is in the moutti of pa- 
pists against protestants; see the sermon, at the end of 
this Gospel, by me upon this text! . ■ i :wi i' 

p 2 ] Ver. 52. Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no 
prophet.] It is wonderful, that not the multitude only, who 
had heard the shepherds declaring from an angel, that 
Christ was born at Betli-lehem, (Luke ii. 15, 16.)- arid had 
wondered at the words which had been told them by the 
shepherds, (ver. 18.) Should make this objection; (ver. 41.) 
but that the chief priests and pharisees, who knew that the 
wise men went to Beth-lehem to worship him who was bora 
King of the Jews, should insist upon it. This is an in* 
stance of the power of prejudice, to shut the eyes against 
the clearest truth. 

CHAP. VIII. 

1. *J ESUS went unto the mount of Olives. 

2. And early in the morning he came again into the tem- 
ple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down, 
and taught them. 

: 3. And (as he was teaching) the scribes and pharisees 
brought to him a woman taken in adultery ; and when they 
had set her in the midst of (the company), 

4." They, said to him, Master, this woman (being espoused 
to a husband) was taken in adultery, in the very act. 

5. [*] Now Moses in the law 1 commanded us, (Deut. 
xxii.23.) that such should be stoned: but what sayest 
thou ? 

6. This they said, tempting him (to say something in 
derogation from that law of Moses), that they might have 
to accuse him (of contempt of, or opposition to, the law of 
Moses). But Jesus (knowing that he was no judge to pass 
sentence on her, and looking upon them as unworthy of ah 
answer, as coming not to learn of, but to ensnare him) 
stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the' ground, 
(making as) though he heard them not. 

7. So when (Ac $1, but as) they continued asking him, he 
lifted up hirhself and said to them, [ 2 ] He that is without 
sin (in this kind) among you (her accusers), let him first. 
casta stone at her. 

8. And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground 
(that they might slip away without thinking he took notice 
of them). 

9. And they which heard (this), being convicted by their 
own conscience (and not^ knowing but that Jesus might 
discover their guilt if they should execute this sentence on 
her), went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even 
to the last: and Jesus was left [ 3 ] alone, and the woman 
standing in the midst (of the people). 

10; When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none (of 
the pharisees) but the woman (only), he said to her, Wo- 
man, where are those thine accusers? hath no man con- 
demned thee? 

11. She said. No man, Lord. Jesus said to her, Neither 
do I (who have no commission to pass sentence on thee,take 
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upon me to) condemn thee (to die): go (and in the fear 
of Divine judgment, repent), and sin no more. 
. 12. Then spake Jesus again (this interruption of his 
teaching being ended) to them, saying, [ 4 ] I am ( sent to be) 
the light of the world : he that followeth me shall not walk 
in (the ivays of) darkness, but (obeying my doctrine) shall 
have the light of life. 

13. The pharisees therefore ( then present) said to him, 
Thou bearcst record of thyself; thy record (therefore) is 
not trueXforhad God sent thee, he would have given tes- 
timony to thee). 

14. Jesus answered and said to them, [ 5 ] Though I bear 
record of myself, yet my record is true (and certain in it- 
self, though it appear not so to you): for I know whence I 
came (viz. from the Father), and whither I go (viz. to 
him again); but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whi- 
ther 1 go (and for want of this knowledge cannot believe 
my record). 

15. [ 6 ] Ye judge (of me) after the flesh (i. e. according 
to the meanness of my extraction and appearance, which is 
all that you know of me); I judge no man (at present; my 
business being now that of a prophet, not of a judge). 

1G. And yet if I (at any time do) judge (of you), ray 
judgment is true: for I am not alone (in that judgment), 
but I and my Father that sent me (so judge; i. e. I do it by 
that Spirit of the Father in me, which enables me to discern 
the inward temper of your spirits). 

J.7. And (whereas you object that I bear record of my- 
self, note that) it is also written in your law, (Deut. xvii. G.) 
that the testimony of two men is true, (i. e. is valid in causes 
of the greatest consequence; and this evidence of the truth 
of my mission ye have: for) 

, 18. [ 7 ] I (whom the Father hath sent) am one that bear 
witness of myself (that he hath sent me), and that Father 
that sent me (he also) beareth witness of me (by the mi- 
racles by which he enables me to confirm my mission). 

19. Then said they to him, Where is (he whom thou 
stylest) thy Father ? Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, 
nor my Father: if ye had known me (or had a due sense 
of my spiritual and heavenly doctrine, and the miracles by 
which.it is confirmed), ye should (would) have known ray 
Father also (i. e. would have discerned the Divine power 
and wisdom shining in them, and would have had, the most 
perfect knowledge of his will). 

20. These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he 
taught in the temple : and (though they incensed the pha- 
risees, yet) no man laid hands on him (the providence of 
God restraining , them) ; for (because) his hour was not 
yet come. 

21. Then said Jesus again [ 8 ] to them, I (shortly) go my 
way, and ye shall seek me (in your distress, desiring the 
Messiah would come to deliver you, Luke xvii. 22.) and 
(ye) shall die in your sins. (For) whither I go, you can- 
not come (being not fitted for the celestial mansions; or, 
you cannot come to fetch me thence). 

22. Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because 
he saith, AVhither I go, you cannot come. (Sure, if he be 
alive, and inJudea, we can reach him.) 

23. And he said to them, Ye are from beneath (and so 
can think and speak only of earthly things); I am from 
above ( and so speak of the things above, whither I am go- 
ing): yo arc of this world (and so your thoughts, affec- 



tions, words, and actions, wholly respect this ivorld); I am 
not of this world (and so my life and doctrine suit not with 
your temper, 7ior have you any right apprehensions of my 
saying). 

24. I said therefore to you (so indisposed to believe and 
receive my doctrine), That ye shall die in your sins: for [ 9 ] if 
ye believe. not that I am he (whom God hath sent into the 
world as your Messiah, or that Prophet whichwas to come), 
ye shall die in your sins. 

25. Then said they to him, Who (then) art thou? And 
Jesus said to them, Even the same that I said to you 
[ 10 ] from the beginning (viz. one sent of God to reveal his 
ivill to you). 

2G. [ n ] I have many things to say and to judge of you 
(whicKye will not believe): but he that sent me (to speak 
them) is true ; and I speak to the world (only) those things 
which I have heard of him (and which therefore must 
be true. 

27. But) they understood not that he [ 12 ] spake to them 
of (his being sent from) the Father. 

28. Then said Jesus to them, When ye have lifted up the 
Son of man (upon the cross), [ 1S ] then shall ye know (some 
to conviction, and some to condemnation) that I am he, and 
that I do nothing of myself ; but as my Father hath taught 
me, I speak these things. 

. 29. And (even now) [ 14 ] he that sent me is with rae : 
( and) the Father hath not left rae alone (or, deserted me); 
for I do always those things that please him. 

30. As he spake these words, many (who had seen the 
miracles by which he confirmed his sayings, vii. 31.) believed 
on him, 

31. Then said Jesus to those Jews that believed on him, 
[ 15 ] If ye continue in (obedience to) my word, then ye are 
my disciples indeed; 

32. And [ l6 ] ye shall (farther) know the truth, ajid the 
truth shall make you free (from the yoke of bondage to sin, 
ver.34. and corruption). 

33. They answered him, Wc be Abraham's seed, and 
[ 17 ] were never in bondage to any man: \xo\\(then) sayest 
thou, Ye shall be made free ? 

34. Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say to you, 
Whosoever [ 18 ] committcth sin is the servant of sin (and 
shall receive the wages of it, which is death; and from this 

.servitude, faith in me and obedience to my word will set 
youfree). 

35. And (as) the servant abideth not in the house for 
ever (so shall it be with the servants of sin, who .are to be 
cast out into titter darkness): but the Son(i. e. he that is 
the Son of God) abideth ever. 

3G. If the Son therefore shall make you free, (by giving 
you power to become the sons of God, through faith in him, 
so coheirs ivith Christ, Rom. viii. 17.) ye shall be free in- 
deed (so as never to lose your freedom). 

37. I know that ye are Abraham's seed (according to the 
flesh); but (now) ye seek to kill me, because [ 19 ]my word 
hath no place in you (finds no reception with you; which 
sheivs, you are not the children of Abraham by faith, but of 
. another father). 
... 38. 1 speak that which I have [ co ] seen with (i. e. been 
taught by) my Father : and ye do that which you have seen 
with (i. e. been taught by) your father. 

39. They answered and said to him, Abraham is our fa- 
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then Jesus saith to them, If [ 51 ] ye were Abraham's chil- 
dren (in the disposition of your spirit), ye would do, the 
works of Abraham. % 

40. But now ye seek to kill me, (because I am) a man 
that have told you the truth, which I have heard from God : 
this did not Abraham (who teas so celebrated for his faith 
in God's revelation and humanity to his servants). 

41. Ye do the deeds of (him who is indeed) your father. 
Then said they to him, We be not born of [ 23 ] fornication 
(i. e. we are no worshippers of idols); we have one Father, 
even (the true) God. - 

42. Jesus saith to them, If God were your Father, you 
would love me: [ 23 ] for T proceeded forth and came from 
God (into the world); neither came I of myself, but he v 
sent me. 

43. Why do ye not understand (this from) my speech? 
even because [ 24 ] ye cannot (endure to) hear my word (as 
being that which is contrary to your lusts). 

. 44. Ye "are of your f 25 ] father the devil (as being like him 
in temper of mind), and (therefore) the lusts of (this) your 
father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning 
(of the creation), and abode not in the truth, because there 
is no (affection to) truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, 
he speaketh of his own (i. e. that which is agreeable to him) : 
lor he is a f 25 ] liar, and the father ( the author and first ex* 
emplar) of it (and semblably the like murderous disposition 
in you, makes you seek to kill me; and the like hatred to 
truth renders you so averse from receiving my word). 

45. And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me 
not. 

46. Which of you [**] convinceth me of sin (in saying I 
speak that doctrine which I have received from him who 
is true? ver. 14.) and if I say the truth, why do ye not be- 
lieve me ? 

47. [ a ] He that is of God heareth God's words: ye 
therefore hear (u e. receive) them not, because ye are 
not of God. 

48. Then answered the Jews, and said to him, Say we 
not well (and with good reason) that thou art a Samaritan 
(an enemy to our religion), and hast a devil (i. e. a lying 
spirit in thee, when thou sayest, the children of Abraham are 
not the children of God, but of the devil)? 

49. Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour 
my Father (by ascribing all I say and do not to myself, 
but to him), and ye dishonour me (in speaking thus reproach- 
fully of me). 

50. And I seek not mine own glory fin what I say or do): 
there is one that seeketh (my lionour) and judgeth (of these 
reproaches which you cast upon me). 

51. Verily, verily, I say to you, If a man keep my say- 
ing, he shall [^] never see death (eternal). 

52. Then said the Jews to him, Now we know that thou 
hast a devil (i. e. a lying spirit in thee. For) Abraham is 
dead, and the prophets (are dead); and thou sayest, If a 
man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death. 

53. I 30 ] Art thou greater than our father Abraham, who 
is dead? and the prophets, (who) are (also) dead? whom 
makest thou thyself? 

54. Jesus answered. If I honour myself (by pretending 
to be greater than indeed I am, or a prophet sent from God 
when I am not so), my honour is nothing (worth: but) it 
is my Father that honourcth mc (by giving testimony to the 

vol. v. 



truth of what I say ; even he) of whom ye say,. that he is 
your God: 

55. Yet (though you call him so) ye have not (truly). 
known him ; but I know him ; and if I should say, I know 
him not, I should be a liar like to you: but I know him, 
and keep his sayings. 

56. Your father [ 31 J Abraham rejoiced (vehemently wish- 
ed) to see my day (the coming of the Messiah): and[ 32 ] he 
saw it (afar off, by the eye of faith), and was glad. 

57. Then said the Jews to him, Thou art not yet[ 33 ] fifty 
years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 

58.. Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say to yon, 
P 4 ] Before Abraham was, I am. (As being the Word which 
was in the beginning, i. 1.) 

59. Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus 
hid himself (in the crowd), and (so) went out of the tem- 
ple, going through the midst of them (unseen), and so passed 
by (untouched by his enemies). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VIII, 

[*] Ver. 5. NOW Moses in the law commanded, that such 
should be stoned.] If she who was taken in adultery was a 
married woman, the law required she should be put to< 
death, (Lev. xx. 10. Deut. xxii. 22.) that is, say all the 
Jews, that she should be strangled; but if she were only a 
damsel espoused/ the law saith, she shall be stoned, (Deut. 
xxii, 23.) whence interpreters conclude, this adulteress was 
only espoused. (Seld. de Ux. Heb. lib. iii. cap. 11.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 7. He that is without sin among you, let him cast 
the first stone at her.'] Christ speaks here, not to the magis- 
trate, who must do his office, though he himself should not 
be innocent, but to the accusers of this woman before him, 
to whom it belonged not to pass sentence on her. More- 
over, the Jews say, the woman was not to be accused of 
her husband, nor to be tried by the waters of jealousy, if 
the husband was guilty of the same, crime: Christ therefore 
might speak thus to him in the first place, Let him who is 
to accuse her, and to begin the execution, if he be free 
from the like sin, first cast the stone at her. Nor is it to be 
wondered, that all her accusers, having heard this, should 
depart from her, being convinced by their own consciences 
of. like guilt, seciog that was an adulterous generation; 
(Matt. xii. 39.) and the Jews own,, that the adulterous did 
multiply under the second temple: and St. Paul speaks thus, 
even to the doctors of the Jews, Thou that sayest, a man 
shall not commit adultery; dost thou commit adultery? 
Rom. ii. 22. (see the note there:) and, lastly, Justin Mar-. 
tyr saith, that Trypho, and other Jews, complied with the 
sentiments of their rabbins, who permitted them Tfocapqg, 
Kal irivrt ix*tv ywdiKag tKaarov, to have every onefour or five 
wives; and said, they sinned not, if, after the example 
of the patriarchs, seeing a beautiful woman, they desired 
her, and so taught them to commit adultery. (Dial, p, 
363,364.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. 9. The woman was left alone.] i. e. Without any 
of her accusers; for she stood still in the midst of the 
people, saith the text, and the apostles were then with 
their Lord. 

I come now to vindicate the truth and sincerity of this 
history "from the censures of the critics who suspect it. 
And, 

3L 
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First, It appears from the testimony of St. Jerome,* 
that this history was found " in inultis ct Grcccis ct Latinis 
codicibus/'in many Greek and Latin copies of the Gospel 
of St John, and therefore was wanting but in few of them. 
The Apostolical Constitutionsf acknowledge it, saying, 
that Christ said to the ivoman brought before him by the 
ders, Go thy way, ovS^iyw'ac Karatcpivo), neither do Icon- 
eldemn thee. The Greek code, cited by Cotclcrius, saith, 
These words are not to be found in some manuscripts, nor in 
Apollinaris, lv ll rote apx^ 01 ? 5 * a K ^ VTai > but the !f are entire 
in the ancient manuscripts; and that all the apostles made 
mention of them in the constitutions they set forth for the 
edification of the church. Athanasius speaks plainly of it, 
saying, IvravSa ret wzp\ rijc Karr\yopr\Odar\^ Itt\ fiotx^q, hither 
must we refer what is spoken of the woman accused of adul- 
tery, St. Ambrose^ saith, Tlie question and absolution of the 
woman,whichinthe Gospel of St. John was brought to Christ, 
was always famous in tlie church; and St Austin speaks 
often of it, and saith, They are enemies to the faith who take 
these words out of the books, perhaps fearing lest it give im- 
punity to the women : and Prosper owns it. Moreover, all 
the versi6ns in the Polyglot own this history; it was found 
in the sixteen MSS. of Stcphanus, in the seventeen MSS. 
of Beza, save one. Nor is it to be doubted, saith Selden, 
that it was received from primitive antiquity in the copies of 
the east, as appears from the Harmonics of Tatian and Am- 
monius of Alexandria, and the canons thence made. Now 
this Tatian flourished A. D. 160. that is, sixty years after 
the death of St. John, and made his Harmonics of the Gos- 
pels out of the copies then in use; Ammonius flourished 
about the year 230. and did the same: and Eusebius of 
Caesarea, who flourished about the year 320. made his ten 
canons out of those Harmonies: whence it may easily be 
discerned, what is contained in all the Gospels, what in 
three, what in two, and what in one only: now the nuinber 
eighty-six in the canon belonging to St. John, contains 
this history; whence we may certainly conclude, that it 
was in his Codex. 

That it was wanting in some few Greek Copies, is not 
to be wondered, if we consider that the sentence of many 
of the ancients was so severe, that they would not admit 
adulterers or adulteresses into the church after the longest 
penance, and thought rbv lirl fioixetq, X^Oevra og tnraKTtivat 
0IXy, kclkov ouk tpyaZtrat, that it was no hurt to kill them: 
for men of these severe opinions, might be unwilling to ad- 
mit this history, as St. Austin saith, " quasi pcrmissioncm 
peccandi trihucrit," as thinking it gave a permission to this 
sin, by saying, Neither do I condemn thee. The history 
which Papias§ mentions of a woman Inl 7roXXa7e afiapriate 
$taf$\riOel<n)s lirl rov Kvpiov, accused of many sins before our 
Lord, or rather by him, seems not to 'bo this, but rather that 
of the woman of Samaria, this being accused but of one, she 
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of many sucli sins, and so no inference can be thence made 
for or against the truth of this history. (See F. Simon Crit. 
Hist. lib. i. cap. 13. and Dr. Mills in locum.) 

[ 4 ] Vcr. 12. lam the light of the world.'] The Jews said 
this of the first Adam: (see Buxt. Lex. Talm. p. 1321.) 
this Christ applies to himself, the second Adam. 

[ 5 ] Vcr. -14. Though I bear record of myself , yet my re- 
cord is true: because I know whence I came, and whither I 
go.] t. e. This makes it to me certain, that my testimony of 
my mission from him is true, though it carry no such force 
with you, who have no knowledge of this matter, till it shall 
appear by my mission of the Holy Ghost that I am indeed 
gone to the Father, (xvi. 10.) 

[ 6 ] Ver. 15. f Yju«c rrjv oapica Kplvirz, &c. You judgevtc- 
cording to the flesh; I judge no man.] Kpivio is here put for 
KaraKpivb), as John iii. 17. xii. 47. Rom. ii. 1. iii. 4. xiv. 
3,4.10.13. 1 Cor. xi.29. 34. so that the sense runs thus, 
You pass sentence on and condemn me, according to your 
carnal tempers ; I, whilst I am ow earth, pass not the sen- 
tence of condemnation on men, for I came not to condemn 
the world. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 18. I dm one that bear witness of myself] i. e. 
I, in whose life you can find no fault; for which of you 
tonvinceth me of sin? (ver. 46.) I, whose doctrine tends to 
promote piety and holiness, and to advance the honour of 
God ; for I do always the things that please him; (ver. 29.) 
5y who cannot but know the truth, for I know whence I 
came; (vcr. 14.) I testify that I came from God, and am sent 
by him. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 21. Then said Jesus to them again.] i. e. To the 
same persons, though not in the same place, he being gone 
out of the treasury, (ver. 20.) 

- [ 9 ] Ver.,24. If ye believe not, ye shall die in your sins.] 
As wanting that faith in me, w T hich can alone procure the 
pardon of them. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 25. As I saidrftv apxnv, from the beginning (or 
before).] So Gen.xiii.4. Abraham came to the place of the 
altar which he had made, rr\v apypv, before; xiv. 20. the 
lean kine were Kara t?}u apxnv, as before.; and, xliii. 18. 20. 
we came to buy corn, rf^v apxfjv, before: so that I would 
render the whole thus ; " Sum id quod locutus sum vobiS 
prius," I am what I told you before T was: it being very 
common, in answer to a question, to omit sum id, or some- 
what of like import; so <xv e'nrag, Matt. xxvi. 25. 64. <n> \(- 
yucxxii.ll.i.e. "sum id quod dicis," or," dicis quod res 
est," it is as you say, or, I am as you say. 
' [ u ] Ver. 26. I have many things to say and to judge of 
you.] i. e. You say and judge many things of rac, which 
from my words and deeds will appear to be false; but I 
have many things to say of you, what you are as to your 
manners, and what you will be through the just judgment 
of God ; which, though you will not believe, will be found 
true ; for he that sent me, to save them, is true. 

p 8 ] Vcr. 27. They understood not 3n rov irarlpa avroig 
tXtytv, that he spake to them of the Father.] So vi. 71. tXeyt 
rbv 'IouSav, he spake of Judas: so here, ver. 54. ov -v/ule 
Xlytrt vn Ococ vfitjv Itmv, of whom ye say that he is your 
God; and, ix. 19. ov v/xug Xiytrt ort rv<j>Xbc tytvv{i%n,tvhoye 
say tvas born blind. So Plato, * iarpbc ov apn tXtytg, the 
physician of whom you spake; and again, <ri> de out fit tovc 
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ra (Hakavrta airoTtfivovrag \lytiv, you think I speak of those 
that cut purses. . 

[ 1S ] Ver. 28. Then shall ye know I am he.] i. e. Then 
shall ye have such testimonies, by the effusion of the Holy 
Ghost upon my disciples, as shall be sufficient to convince 
you, and shall prevail upon many to believe that I am the 
Christ. -. , . . . .: , v - 

["] Ver. 29. And he that sent me is with me.] Yea, saith 
Stegmannus, that one God, who is the Father, is in me. 
And why then doth he deny Christ to be God? It follows, 
for I do always those things which please him. See here the 
true way to have God always graciously present with us. 
. [ 15 ] Ver. 31. Jf you continue in my word, then are you 
my disciples indeed.] i. e. Such disciples to whom I shall 
still more make known my doctrine, and on whom I shall 
confer the life eternal promised to them. (Matt. xxiv. 13. 
Hcb. x. 35, 36. 2 John 8. Rev. ii. 10.) 

[ I6 J Ver. 32. And ye shall know the truth.'] Christ thought 
no general council, no infallible judge, necessary to the 
knowledge of the truth: but promiseth this to him, who 
was steadfast in the faith, and honestly disposed to do what 
he knew to be his duty. . \ 

[ 17 ] Ver. 33. We never were in bondage, ovdtvl ScSoiAcv- 
jcajucv, we never were servants to any man.] What! Were 
they not brought out of the land of bondage? Does not Ne- 
hemiah confess, Behold, afyztpov eo/zcv SovXot, We are ser- 
vants this day? and mnst they not have been then in bond- 
age to the Egyptians and Babylonians? or, if they spake 
of their own age, were they not tributaries to the Romans? 
and dicLthey not still clamour againsttbis tribute, as a sign 
of servitude? (See note on 1 Tim. vi. 2. and James iv. 3.) 
Thoygh therefore they were under the Romans, not as ser- 
vants, but as tributaries, yet, since they thought, saith Jo- 
scphus,* the payment of this tribute did, SovXdav Itntyi- 
pav, bring them into servitude, they seem not well consist- 
ent with themselves, in saying, they never were servants 
to any. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 34. Ilac 6 7roiu>v t^v afAapriav, &c. Every one that 
committeth sin is the servant of sin.] That woulv afxapriav is 
to live and go on in any course of sin, though our reason 
may condemn and conscience boggle at it, see note on 
IJohn iii. 9. he that doth this, saith Christ, is a servant 
of sin, and in bondage to it; for when we thus obey sin in 
the lustings of it, then doth it icvpuveiv, lord it over us, and 
we become dovkoi tig vTraKofjv, servants to obey it, (Rom. 
vi. 14. 16.) and of what a man is overcome, of that he is 
brought in bondage; ^nd this the very heathens saw^f that 
the man that was forced to cry put through the law of his 
members warring against the law of his mind, that he did 
not the good that he would, but the evil that he would not, 
had lost his freedom, and was uncjer servitude, because he 
could not do as he would, but sinned, though he was not 
willing so to do. (See Examen Millii here.) 

Ver. 35. The Son abideth ever.] i. e. I, who am the Son 
of God, abide for ever, and so am able for ever to confer 
this freedom from sin of which I speak; for this sense the 
following words (if the Son therefore make you free, &c.) 

* Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 1. 

i •' Si fcrvltns nit ebedienlia fraoti animi, ct arbitrio car en lis sno, quis negetom- 
»es imprebos esse iervos?"Cieero, Parad. 5. " QuidesI eaim,IiberUs nisipotesUs 
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•I tet Wrw kpafthw iMvOifc h*rt." Arrisa, lib. ii.. cap. 1 % 



fairly plead : it being reasonable to conceive that the Son, 
in this verse, should bear the same sense with the Son in 
the following words, which give the reason of what is 
here said. 

[*°] Ver. 37. '0 \6ypg Iftbg ov x w 9^ ™ vfxtv. My word 
hath no place in you.] i. e. Your corrupt affections will not 
.permit you to embrace it:' so Matt. xix. li. All men ov 
X^govat, cannot receive this saying. (See note on xxi.25.) 

[ 20 J Ver. 38. I speak what I have seen: Ver. 40. what I 
have heard of my Father.] i. e. What I have learnt of my 
Father abiding in me ; for we learn by hearing and seeing. 

[ 21 ] Ver. 39. If ye were Abraham's seed, ye would do the 
works of Abraham.] Christ owns they were Abraham's seed 
according to the flesh, (ver. 37.) and therefore only denies 
them to be so as to their members^ or that resemblance 
with the works of Abraham, which would make God own 
them as his children, viz. his steady faith, (Rom. iv. J6,) 
and ready obedience, (Hcb! xi. $. 17.) by which alone they 
could obtain the blessing of Abraham. (Gal. iii. 9. 14.) . , 

[ 22 ] Ver. 41. We are not born Ik wopvtiag, of fornication^ 
we have one Father, even God.] The prophets representing 
the idolaters among the Jews as fornicators, and ttiei^r 
worshipping other gods as their going a whoring from 
their own God, (Lev. xyii. 7. Ezek. xxiii. 30. Hos. iv. 12. 
ix. 1.) when they had brought themselves off from that sin, 
they represented the idolatry of others under that name: 
so that their very treatises of idolatry bore the name of 
,rOfc * treatises of whores, or whoredom; and the book , of 
Wisdom saith, Tlie invention of images was dpxv T *ie *r<>p- 
vetag, the beginning of wlioredom, or idolatry, xiv. 12. 
Hence Philof saith, they who introduce many gods differ 
nothing, twv Ik Trig 7r6pvrig airoKvOivTiav, from those that are • 
born of whoredom, and so are to be driven from the con-:, 
gregation, the law saying, 6 Ik Tr6pvr\g, a bastard shall not 
enter into the congregation of the Lord, but they who have 
the knowledge of God, vlo\ tov Otov irpoaayopevovrcu &6V 
Twg, are fitly styled the sons of Qod. And again, The law 
(saith he J) expels both the atheist and poly theist from the 
congregation; the first as barren, the second as bom of 
whoredom, aOtog filv yap 6 ayoyog* 7ro\v%eog 8c 6 Ik iropv^g. 
And hence the Jews here, being free from idolatry, saV, 
they were not l)om of whoredom, but were the children of 
God, as worshipping one God only, and thinking that on 
this account God would not impute to them their former 
sins. (See note on James ii. 19.) But against this, Christ 
here declares, they only arc to be owned as the children of 
God who do the works of God. 

[ 23 ] Ver. 42. I proceeded forth, eg jjXSov, and came from 
God] Into the world, being sent by him, and not coming of 
myself; others are said to be Ik tov Qiov, of God, even all 
that hear his word, (ver. 47.) and the prophets are styletj 
men of God in the Old Testament, and his ministers in the 
New, 1 Tim. vi. 11. 2 Tim. iii. 17. But.though Moses, the 
prophets, and apostles, were sent of God into the world, 
it is said of none of them, that they did lie tov Gcov t%t\0eiv', 
come forth from God: this therefore must import some- 
thing peculiar to Christ:. it therefore either must respect 
the Socinian gloss of Christ's ascent into heaven, to be in- 
structed in his prophetic office, and his descent ag^in frorii 



• Buxt. Abrev. p. 19i. t Do Confus. Ling. p. 266, $67. 

% L. de Migrat. Abia. p. 312. C. Sel. de Victim offer, p. 66t. J5. 
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thence; which gloss I have confuted, note on iii. 13. or 
the Jews' opinion that the soul of the Messiah was f created 
at the beginning of the world, and so came down from 
heaven lo animate his body, which the Socinians, who deny- 
that Christ had any existence before he was born of the 
Virgin, cannot approve of; or it must import his Divine 
tZtXtvvie, or original from the Father, by the communica- 
tion of his essence, or the union of the Divine Aoyoc to 
the human nature, which we assert. (See the note on 
xiii. 3.) 

[ C4 J Yen 43. Became oh. SvvaaSt qkovuv, ye cannot hear 
my word.] That is, men of your tempers cannot yield obe- 
dience to it: see the fifth import of the phrase fifj SivaaSai, 
note on Mark ii. 16. This, doubtless, was the great sin of 
the Jews, and so they wanted not either natural power, or 
assistance necessary on God's part, to do this; but only a 
moral power, or a mind well disposed to obey his words. 

t 25 ] Vcr. 44. You are of your father the devil'] i. e. By 
resembling him in your actions ; for as he is a son of Abra- 
ham who does the works of Abraham, (ver. 39.) so is ho a 
child of the devil who doth his works, (1 John iii. 8. 10.) 
not only out of ignorance and human frailty, but from 
choice and affection to, or good liking of them. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, i. e. as soon as man was 
created ; for through the envy of the devil death entered into 
the world, ( Wisd. ii. 24.) and so came upon all men : (Rom. 
v. 12.) you, by seeking my death, in this resemble him; 
he abode not in the truth, but seduced Eve by a lie ; you in 
like manner therefore believe me not, because I tell you the 
truth, (ver. 45.) which shews you have hearts alien from the 
truth, but well affected to falsehood, as it is with him. O, 
how tremendous a thing it is to have the devil for our fa- 
ther! How careful therefore should we be to avoid those 
things which will subject us to this vile relation! viz. mur- 
der, lying, hatred of the truth here, envy, and enmity to 
others, (Matt. xiii. 29.) bitter zeal and strife in the heart, 
(James iii. 14, 15.) pride, (1 Tim, iii. 16.) every customary 
sin. (1 John iii. 8.) 

[&] For he is a liar, Ka\,ir<*rnp avrov, and the father of it.] 
Some of the fathers construing these words, and the father 
of him, hence gathered, that the devil had a father, and 
was the son of some superior evil spirit; this being the 
sentiment, not only of the Casani and Archontici, who held 
that the god of the Jews was the father of the devil, as St. 
Austin * saith, but also of many of the orthodox, as St. Je- 
rome f testifies ; and Origen J leaves it as a thing doubtful : 
whereas avrov here plainly refers to rov iptvdovc, latent in 
thq words \ptvvTr\q l<rr\, of which see examples in Casaub. 
exercit. 15. ad Annal. Bar. cap. 12. p. 394. 

[*?] Ver. 46. Winch of you convinceth me of sin?] In a 
false prophet some marks to discern him may easily be 
found; vizi his thirst after honour and applause, covetous- 
ness or falsehood: what of this nature do you see in me 
that you do not believe me? 

["] Ver. 47. lie that is of God,] i\ e. Who resembles him 
in holiness and goodness, and is disposed to do his will, is 
ready to receive the doctrine that comes from him ; and it 



♦ User. 38. §. 4. Ibid. 40. §. 5. 

t " Hoo raalti non intelligentea patrem Diaboli Tolanl esae Draconem, qairegnat 
in marl, qaetn Hebrtci appellant Leviatban." In I&a. xiy. .K. $6. K. 
t lo John, Tr. 23. cd. Huel. p. 308. HueU Not. io Matt. p. S4, 35. 



is an evidence that you do not thus resemble him, nor bear 
a filial affection to him, that you receive not his words. * 

[**] Ver. 51. Shall not see death etc aiwva,for ever.] But 
shall after death obtain that life by which death shall be 
sivallowed up in victory; (1 Cor. xv. 44. 2 Cor. v. 4.) so 
Christ expounds himself, vi. 58. ! 

I 50 ] Ver. 53. Art thou greater than our father Abraham, 
tvho is dead?] As by this promise thou pretendest to be: 
for who can promise others shall never die, but he who is 
himself to live for ever? (See here Examen Millii.) 

[ 31 ] Ver. 56. Your father Abraham rejoiced (or, vehe- 
mently wished) to see my day.] i. e. To know the time 
when by my coming into the world, the promise made to 
him, that in his seed should all the nations of the earth be 
blessed, was to be fulfilled. Thus the days of Noah and 
Lot are the times in which they lived, Luke xvii. 2G. and 
the days of the Baptist is the time when ho appeared, 
Matt xi. 12. Christ therefore * here affirms of Abraham, 
what he had said of others, Luke x. 24. Tfiat many pro- 
phets and kings desired to see the things which ye see, viz. 
Christ come into the. world.- 

[ 32 ] And he saw it.] viz. By the eye of faith, as a thing 
then afar off, to be accomplished in future ages : for of this 
salvation the prophets inquired diligently, searching of what 
time the Spirit which was in them spalce, when it testified of 
the sufferings of Christ and the glories that should folloiv 
litem, to whom it was revealed^ that not to themselves, but to 
us, they did minister these things, &c. (1 Pet. i. 10 — 12.) 

[ J3 ] Ver. 57. Thou art yet not fifty years old.] There is no 
cause to wonder why the Jews, who were not solicitous 
about the age of Christ, should speak thus of one whose 
gravity, wisdom, and countenance, might perhaps cause 
them to think him older than truly he was. It was more to 
be admired that Irenaeus should plead apostolical tradition 
for the Jewish error, especially when we consider, that 
many of the fathers, viz. Clemens of Alexandria, Strom. 
lib. i. p. 340. A. Tertullian, adv. Judasos, cap. 8. Julius 
Africanus, apud Hicron. Comm. in Daniel ix. Lactantius, 
lib. iv. cap. lO.Orosius, lib. vii. cap. 10. and divers others, 
held, that our Lord preached but one year, and suffered 
in the fifteenth of Tiberius, and the thirtieth year of his age. 
Moreover, all Christians agree that our Lord suffered under 
Pontius Pilate ; now he was deposed by Tiberius in the 
last year of his reign, saith Josephus, which demonstrates 
that our Lord's suffering must be past in the thirty-seventh 
year of his age. (See the note on Luke iii. 23.) 

P*] Ver. 58. Before Abraham was, I am.] This the Soci- 
nians interpret thus, Before Abraham is made the father of 
many nations, lam the Messiah: for, say they, irpiv ylvtaOai 
doth not signify, before he tvas, but, before he teas made, as 
it doth xiii. 19. xiv. 29. And (2.) those words lyw dpi is 
Matt. xxiv. 5. I am the Christ, or the Messiah, as Mark 
xiv. G2. Luke xxi. 8. ZyJ> ec/ji is Matt. xxiv. 5. J am the 
Christ : so the phrase signifies, say they, here, ver. 24. 28. 
xiii. 19. But against this strained exposition let it be con- 
sidered. 

First, That the whole series of the discourse shews, that 
the opposition is here put, not betwixt Abraham's being the 
father of all nations, and Christ's being the Messiah ; but 
between to yivlaOai, the birth of Abraham, and to Aval, the 
being of Christ. Moreover, tho Avord Abraham, so frequent 
in the Holy Scripture, doth also signify his person, and is 
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^ncver elsewhere used in this mystical sense; in which it im- 
ports not his person, but his privilege, or rather the comple- 
tion of a promise made to him ; it being therefore' evident 
that the discourse from ver. 55. is of Abraham's person, it is 
incongruous here to introduce a mystical sense of the word, 
which the Jews never thought of, and which, had Christ in- 
tended, he, in all likelihood, would have said Trplv'Afipaji 
ytviaQat 'AjSpaaju, i. e. before the reason of his new name be 
. accomplished. In confirmation of this argument, let it be 
noted, that the word yivivQai signifies as w T ell to be, as to be 
made. It signifies to be, Matt. v. 45. John i. 6. lyivtro, 
there was a man named John; and, ver. 30. Ijiirpoadiv fiov 
yzyovs, he was before me, xx. 27. Acts vii. 38. xiii. 5. And 
when it is used of persons in the sense of fieri, to be made. 
It signifies to be born, produced, or generated; and so here, 
before Abraham was made, must be the same as, before he 
tvas bom. The places cited by the Socinians are'doubly 
impertinent, viz. John iii. 19. xiv. 29. (1.) because Vpo 
tov yiviaQai is before they are; and (2.) because they speak 
not of persons, but only of things which w T ere to happen 
afterward. ' / 

Secondly, Christ in these words answers the objection of 
the. Jews, that he being not yet fifty years old could not 
leave seen Abraham. Now, according to our interpretation, 
he answers it fully, by saying, he was the eternal Logos* 
(i. 1.) or the person that said to Moses, J am, (Exod. iii. 
14.) whereas, according to the Socinian comment, his an- 
swer is nothing to the purpose, and was no more true of 
him than it was of all that heard him, that they were before 
Abraham^ they being all before he was made the father of 
all nations; who therefore can believe our Saviour would, ' 
upon this occasion, put them off with such a piece of so- 
phistry? for, as Novatian argues, either Christ lied, and put 
a cheat upon them, if being from Abraham, he was not be- 
fore him; or, he was before him, being the Godof Abraham. 
(De Trin. cap. 23.) To this Stegmannus answers, That 
this is no absurdity, it being usual with Christ to answer 
.nothing directly to the objection of the Jews, to which 
effect he cites, John vii. 20, 21. xii. 23. 25. xiv. 23. Luke 
xiii. 23, 24. but very fallaciously; for John xii. 23. 25. 
there is neither question nor objection; Luke xiii. 23, 24. 
there is a curious question, but no objection; John xiv. 23. 
Christ speaks not to the Jews, but to his own disciples; 
and John vii. 20. Christ answers to the question sufficiently, 
by saying, ver. 23. ifxol x<&aTz, are you full of choler or 
rage against me? and the people more directly, ver. 25. 
which made it the less necessary for him so to do. Let 
Stegmannus shew, if he can, when Christ answers in this 
impertinent and illusive manner to the Jews carping at his 
words as being false and impossible to be true', with such 
an asseveration, Verily, verily, I say to you. 

Thirdly, Had this only been Christ^ meaning, why do 
the Jews take up stones to punish him as a blasphemer, 
there being not the least semblance of blasphemy in the 
words, taken in this sense? They may do it, saith Stegman- 
nus, because he professed himself the Messiah : for as 
blasphemers, so also false prophets, were to be slain. But 
as they never did attempt to slay or to accuse him upon 
this account, though he still owned himself a prophet sent 
from God to them ; so they themselves testify, they stoned 
or attempted to stone him for this blasphemy, that being a 
man he made himself God, (x. 33.) ' 



Fourthly, I ask, whether our Saviour was willing to; be 
understood by. the Jews or not? If not, why did he use this 
solemn preface, Verily, verily, I say to you? If he. would 
be understood, why did he speak unto them in that lan- 
guage, in which they neither did nor could they understand 
him ? For how cotild'they imagine the word Abraham was 
to be understood in such a sense in which they never knew 
it used? In a word, this interpretation is contrary to all 
antiquity, as their expositions in these cases use to be; for 
even the Ante-Nicene fathers proved that Christ was God, 
perfect from 'the beginning, and no new God, from these 
words: so Iren. lib. iv. cap. 27. Orig. contra Celsum, lib. 
viii. p. 386. Tertul. adv. Prax. cap. 22. p. 513. Novatian, 
cap. 23. 

As for the phrase ly& ttjut, J am, let it be noted, that in 
the other evangelists it is only used to signify what the false 
Christs would say, and so can have no other import than I 
am the Christ; but in this Gospel it seems to signify, lam 
the Son of God': for he that saith, I am, ver. 24. 28. is he 
who had God for his Father, ver. 23. and was -Ik tov av<*>, 
from above, ver. 19. and xiii. 19. he that calls* them to be- 
lieve, I am, is he who came from the Father, ver. l.,and 
'was their Lord, ver. 13. and was going to the Father, ver. 3. 
Now the rulers of the Jews still accused Christ of blas- 
phemy, and condemned him upon this account, Matt. xxvi. 
G5. Luke xxii. 70, 71. Thus therefore Christ might say, I 
am, and yet be God of God: 

Secondly, Others answer with Grotius, That Christ here 
only signifies, that he was before Abraham, in the decree of 
God. But (1.) Christ answers to the objection of the Jews, 
which had no respect to the priority of these two persons 
in the decree of God; but as to actual existence. (2.) In 
this sense even Judas, and all the murderers of onr Lord, 
might be before Abraham had a being : and, lastly, the ar- 
guments produced against the former answer, conclude as 
strongly against this. (See Placaeus, argument 11. a sect, 
vicesim. prim, ad finem.) 

CHAP. IX. 

1. AND as Jesus passed by (them, viii. 59.) he saw a man 
which was blind from his birth. 

2. And his disciples asked him, saying, Master (diseases 
and imperfections in the body being the fruit of sin), ['] who 
did sin? this man (in the womb, or in some other body), or 
his parents (at the time of his conception, so as to be the oc- 
casion) that he was born blind? 

3. Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his 
parents (so as to cause this blindness in the child): but (the 
Divine wisdom hath permitted this to be so) that the (mira- 
culous) [ 2 ] works of God should be made manifest in (the 
cure of) him. 

* 4. (And having received power from him to do these 
mighty works) [ 3 ] I must work the works of him that sent 
me, while it is day, (i. e. while my time lasts; for) the night 
(my passion) cometh (shortly), when no man can work. 

5. [ 4 ] As long as I am in the world, I am (to be) the light 
of the world, (by giving light to the blind, and the light of 
the gospel to them that sit in darkness. 

6. And) when he had thus spoken, he [ 5 ] spat on the 
ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed tho 
eyes of the blind man with the clay, 
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'7. And said to him, [^ Go, wash in the pool of Siloam ; 
which is, by interpretation, Sent, (and so may put you in 
mind of him ivho is sent to give light unto the blind, see note 
v. 3.) He went his way therefore (thither), and washed, 
and came (back) seeing. 

8. The neighbours therefore, and they that before had 
seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that 
(before) sat [*] and begged? 

9. Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him; 
.but he (himself) said, I am he. ' 

10. Therefore said they to him, How were thine eyes 
then opened ? 

11. He answered and said, A [ 8 J man that is called 
Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said to me, 
Go to the pool of Siloam, and Wash: and (accordingly) I 
Went and washed, and I received (my) sight. 

12. Then said they to him, Where is he? He said, I 
know not 

13. They brought to the [ 9 ] pharisees him that aforetime 
was blind. 

14. And it was the sabbath-day when Jesus made the 
clay (mixed with spittle), and (by) it opened his eyes. 

15. Then again the pharisees also asked him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, He put clay upon 
my eyes, and I washed, and do see. 

1G. Therefore said some of the pharisees, [ 10 ] This man is 
not of God, because he keepethnotthe sabbath-day. Others 
said, How can a man that is a sinner (not only by violating 
the rest of the sabbath, but also by pretending to be of God 
when he is not) do such miracles? And there was a. divi- 
sion among them (about him). 

17. They say to the blind man again, What sayest thou 
of him? that he hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a 
prophet. 

18. But the (pharisees among the) Jews did not believe 
concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his 
sight, until they called the parents of him that had received 
his sight. 

19. And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who 
ye say was born blind? (if so), how then doth he see? 

20. His parents answered them, and said, We know that 
this is our son, and that he was bom blind : 

21. But by [ u ] what means he now seeth, we know 
not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of 
age, ask him ; he shall (will) speak for (Gr. concerning) 

* himself. 

22. These words spake his parents, because they feared 
the (rulers of the) Jews : for the Jews had agreed already, 
that if any man did confess that he was (the) Christ, he 

.should be [ 12 ] put out of the synagogue. 

23. Therefore said his parents, He is of age, ask him: 
(this cure being such that to affirm that Jesus had done it, 
vjas in effect to own him as that Prophet, of whom Esaias 
had foretold, that he should open the eyes of the blind. See 
the note on Malt. xi. 5.) 

24. Then again called they the man that was blind, and 
said to him, Give God the praise (of this cure: for) we 
know that this man is a sinner; (i. e. a false prophet, 
ver. 16.) 

25. He answered and said, ["] Whether he be a sinner 
or no, I know not (Gr. that he is a sinner, I know not): 
one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. 



2G. Then said they to him again, What did he to thee ? 
how opened he thine eyes ? 

27. He answered them, I have told you already, and ye 
did not hear (i. e. believe me) : wherefore would you hear 
(it) again? will ye also be his disciples ? 

28. Then reviled they him, saying, Thou art his-diseiple; 
but we are Moses* disciples. 

29. We know that God spake to Moses : (but) as for 
this fellow, we know not from whence he is. 

30. The man answered and said to them, Why, herein is 
a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, 
and yet he Hath opened my eyes (which is a demonstration 
that he acteth by a power derived from God). 

31. Now we know [ 14 ] that God hearcth not sinners 
(usurping his authority, or pretending falsely to come from 
him): but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth 
his will, him he heareth. 

32. Since the world began was it not heard that [ 15 ] any 
man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. 

33. If that man [ l6 ] were not of God, he could do no- 
thing (of this nature). 

34. They answered and said to him, Thou wast alto- 
gether born in sins (being conceived by thy parents in their 
uncleanness), and dost thou teach us? And they cast him 
out (of the court). 

35. Jesus heard that they had cast him out ; and when. he 
had found him, he said to him, Dost thou believe on the 
Son of God (the Messiah sent by him into the world to be 
the Saviour of it)? 

36. He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that (know- 
ing him) I might believe on him ? 

37. And Jesus said to him, [ 17 ] Thou hast both seen him 
(or, thou bothseest him), and it is he that talketh with thee 
(i. e. and hearest him talking with thee). 

38. And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 

39. And Jesus said, For (manifesting the just) judgment 
.(of God on men) I am come into this world, (viz.) that 
they [ 1S ] which see not (u e. that are rude and simple, and 
sit in darkness, but are ready to own their own blindness, 
and come to the light) might* see; and that they who 
(think they) see (already, and therefore shut their eyes 

.against any farther light shining to them) might be made 
blind (might have this light taken from them, and so be 
, left in darkness). 

40. And some of the pharisees which were with him 
heard these words, and said to him, Are we blind also ( in 
thy opinion) ? 

41. Jesus saith to them, [^] If ye were blind (i. e. unable 
to discern who I am; if ye had neither the law nor pro- 
phets to direct you, nor the light shining in your eyes, ivhich 
is the case of the gentiles), yo should have no sin (of infi- 
delity); but now you say, We see (and arrogate to your- 
selves the knowledge of the law and prophets, and are con- 
fident you are guides to the blind, Rom. ii. 19. and yet will 
not receive the light, which shineth in your eyes); therefore 
your sin remaineth (inexcusable). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. IX. 

[*] Ver. 2. TI'S >V«P™> &c - Who hath sinned, he or his 
parents? &c] Here, 

First, It is certain that Christ's disciples do not inquire 
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whether- this person was born blind for his original'sin; 
since in that all others, who were born seeing, equalled him 
in guilt: and yet they here suppose he might, and the pha- 
risees say positively, ver. 34. Iv afiapriatg <rv lyevvi)Bi}g oXoc? 
thou wast ivholly born in sin; when as yet they themselves 
were equally guilty of original guilt. Both therefore must 
understand this of some personal and special sin. 

Secondly, It is not hard to conceive w r hat they might 
intend by the sin of the parents, viz. the begetting him in 
their uncleanness against the law, Lev. xx. 18. and* this 
was thought to have so ill an influence upon the child, as 
to render it obnoxious to leprosy, or mutilation, and so 
might be the cause of this person's blindness. Whence 
Philof saith, that it was forbidden, that they might not 
produce araXtlg yovag, imperfect children. Note, 

Thirdly, That the opinion of the Platonists and Pythago- 
reans, concerning the transmigration of souls from one body 
to another, and being put, according to their merit, into 
better or worse bodies, had obtained among the Jews, 
being perhaps derived from those of Alexandria to their 
brethren in Judea. To this effect is that saying of the author 
of the Wisdom of Solomon, that being good he came into a 
body vndefiled, or free from any notable infirmity, (viii. 20.) 
JosephusJ saith, that this opinion firmly obtained among the 
essencs, that souls were immortal, and that they descended 
from the pure air, avfnrXiKtaSai tj<nrtp tlpicraig roXg vdjfxam, to 
be chained to bodies. And Philo§ saith, the air tvasfull of 
them, and that those which were nearest to the earth, ica- 
riaatv licSf^rjaoju^vat Gtofjiaai ^vrjroXg, descending to be tied to 
mortal bodies, || 7rakivdf>ofjiov<n ax&tg, return back to bodies, 
being desirous to live in them. Arid so the apostles may be 
supposed to inquire here whether our Lord allowed of any 
of those sentiments, that the soul of this man might be put 
into this imperfect body for the punishment of what it had 
done before, whether in or out of the body. 

p] Ver. 3. But that the ivories of God might be mani- 
fested in him.'] i. e. Though God did not actively concur to 
render this man blind; yet in his wisdom ho thought fit 
to leave this imperfection in the plastic matter unno- 
tified, that he might shew his miraculous power in giving 
sight to such a one, his wisdom using this as a confirmation 
of Christ's doctrine, and his goodness in illuminating the 
soul and body of this man at once, and ministering this 
motive to others to believe. 

[*] Ver. 4. I must work the ivories of Mm that sent me.] 
Here, saith Stegmannus, Christ speaking of these works, 
not as his works, nor simply of the works of God, but of 
him that sent him, shews that he did them by the com- 
mand of another; whereas the true God can be subject to 
the command of none; and hence he concludes Christ is 
not truly' God. To this I answer, that Christ doth plainly 
call these works the works of God, ver. 3. and so declares 
that they were done by a Divine power, which is insepa- 
rable from a Divine essence. Secondly, Christ here speaks 
in the person of a prophet sent from God, which Christ was 
only by virtue of his human nature, and therefore could not 
here speak of himself as God. (Sec the note on vii. 1G.) 
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[ 4 ] Ver. 5. Whilst lam in the world, I am the light of the 
world.] It is usual with Christ, when he hath done his cures 
upon the body, to convert his speech to those spiritual 
things which were adumbrated by them, and for which 
cause they were done: so having given sight to this blind 
man, he styles himself the light of the world, which he was 
by that evangelical doctrine, which did illuminate the minds 
of men; and though, at his departure from the world, he 
was no longer so by his bodily presence and oral in*- 
structions^ he still continued so to be by the irradiations 
of his Holy Spirit, and by the doctrine of his apostles, 
spread throughout the world. (See i. 9. viii. 2. xii. 35, 
3G.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 6. He spat upon the ground, and made clay.] 
The fathers here say, that Christ, to illustrate his miracu- 
lous power, used that to anoint the blind man's eyes, which 
was the greatest impediment to seeing, and most pernicious 
to the eyes, though the Jews thought spittle good for the 
eyes, as we now do. Christ bids him thus anointed, Go 
to the pool of Sitoam, and wash; by this making trial of 
his faith, which, had it not produced in him obedience to. 
this command, he had not been healed. And Christ does 
this on the sabbath-day, (ver. 14.) when by the canons of 
the Jews, saith Dr. Lightfoot, it was not lawful to anoint 
the eyes with spittle, to arm his disciples against that per- 
nicious doctrine of the pharisees, that it was not lawful to 
do good, or perform works of mercy, on that day; and this 
he might the rather do, because he foresaw what danger 
this superstition might bring upon the believing Jews, 
when the days of vengeance came upon that nation ; whence 
he exhorts them, to pray that their flight might not be on 
the sabbath-day, Matt. xxiv. 20. 

[ 6 J Ver. 7. Wash in the pool ofSiloam, &c] The spring 
of Siloam discharged itself into a double pool ; the lower, 
which was called the pool of fleeces, Neh. iii. 15. and the 
upper, which is called whltf, the pool of Siloah, which 
properly signifies awtGrakfiivog, sent, the waters being by 
the providence of God sent from the bowels of the earth 
into it, and so might by the very name mind them of the 
Messiah, sent as the more special gift of God for the puri- 
fication of the unclean, and to enlighten the blind. (Isa. 
xxxv. 5. see the note on v. 3.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 8. Wlio sat and begged.] Here the form of beg- 
ging among the Jews is observable, viz. TOf, deserve, or do 
thyself good by me; intimating that by works of charity, 
we do good as well to ourselves as others. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 11. A man that was called Jesus.] Had he not 
had some notice who he was, he would not have so readily 
obeyed his commands ; now this knowledge of him he might 
have, either from his leader, or from Christ's disciples. 

[9] Ver. 13. They bring him to the pharisees.] i.e.To the 
council, chiefly consisting of that sect ; whence in this 
evangelist, the whole council passeth under the name of 
pharisees, i. 24. iv. 1. viii. 3. xi. 4G. This they might do, 
either from ill-will to Christ, or out of curiosity to know 
whether they would own the person, who had done this sig- 
nal miracle, to be the very man, of whom Esaias had pro- 
phesied, that he should open the eyes of the blind. And 
surely the providence of God so ordered this, that they 
might hear from the mouth of the blind man a testimony, 
which would either convince them, or render their unbelief 
without excuse. 
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[ 10 ] Vcr. 16. This man is not of God, because he keepetk 
not the sabbath.] i. e. He is not sent of God as a prophet ; 
and. yet they themselves own, that a prophet might do 
and command things contrary to the rest required by the 
sabbath ; and prove this from the example of Joshua, who 
commbndcth, that the ark should be carried round Jericho, 
the armedmen going before and after it seven days; one of 
which must be a sabbath. (Josh, vi.) How then could 
that, Jrkicfc prophets were by their own principles allowed 
to do, prove, that Christ was no prophet ; especially, if we 
consider, that by these actions he did not indeed violate 
the rest .of the sabbath, but only their corrupt traditions 
concerning it ? 

.["] Ver. 21. But how he now sees, we know not.'] Here his 
parents seem to be faulty, (1.) in denying that which they 
had learned from their son, for fear of the Jews, (ver. 22.) 
(2.) By their ingratitude to Christ, whose kindness to their 
son ought to have been thankfully owned and acknow- 
ledged by them. 

[ n ] Ver. 22. *A7ro(rvvayh>yoG yiv^rai, Should be excluded 
from the synagogue.] i. e. Should lie under the sentence of 
excommunication ; either that called 7iiddai, which only 
separated him four cubits from the society of others, saith 
Buxtorf,* but left him free, saith Lightfoot,f at that dis- 
tance, cither to expound traditions, or to hear them ex- 
pounded in the synagogue; but perhaps not free to join 
with them in prayers, or giving of thanks ; such a one not 
being admitted to join with them in their thanksgivings at 
their table : or else, it was that of cherem, which excluded 
the excommunicated person from all entrance into the sy- 
nagogue; this being, saith Leo de Modena,J forbidden to 
the excommunicated ; and to this rather do those words 
incline, ver. 34, 35. £l(3a\ov avrbv, they cast him forth, i. e. 
out of the placo of the synagogue, and so airoavvayutyovg 
yiviaOaiy they shall cast you out of the synagogues, seems 
to import, xvi. 2. And hence the primitive excommunica- 
tions of the Christians excluded the criminal from the as- 
sembly, and from all communion in sacred offices for a 
time, and only gradually admitted him to them. 

[ 13 ] Vcr. 25. Ef afxaproAog l<mv, ovk oTZa.] These words 
have I thus rendered, That he is a sinner, I know not ; and 
this the words following require, in which the blind man 
proves by an unanswerable argument, (ver. 31.) that Christ 
was not a sinner: so d doth often signify; so, do I not 
know u (nj/xepov, tltat to-day I am king over Israel? 2 Sam. 
xix. 22. 1 Kings i. 51. Let Solomon swear, m ov Savarwatt, 
that he will not kill his servant. (Sec the notes on Acts 
xxvi. 8. ITim.v.lO.) 

["] Ver. 31. God hear eth not sinners.] i.e. False pro- 
phets, who speak from themselves, and yet pretend to 
come from God ; sec yer. 10. and 24. for by so doing he 
would confirm their lies, and set his seal to their false 
doctrine. * 

[ 15 ] Vcr. 32. That any man opened the eyes of one that 
teas born blind.] They who lose their sight by a disease, 
,may be cured ; but no man, no, not Moses, nor any of the 
prophets, ever did, or could, without the assistance of a 
Divine power, give sight to one born blind : whence even 
the Jews reckon this among the signs of the Messiah, that 



♦ In voce niddai, p. 1306. 

t De Consaet. Judxorom, lib. ii. cap. 5. 



t In 1 Cor. v. 5. 



he should open the eyes of the blind, Midrash, in Psal, 
cxlvi. 8. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 33. If this man were not of God, he could do 
nothing.] See here a blind man, and unlearned, judging 
more rightly of Divine things, than the whole learned 
council of the pharisccs: whence we learn, that we are 
not always to be led by the authority of councils, popes, or 
bishops ; and that it is not absurd for laymen sometimes to 
vary from their opinions ; these overseers being sometimes 
guilty of great oversights. 

[ I7 ] Ver. 27. Kal iutpaisag avrbv, koI ;] Grammarians know, 
that when two kois do thus come together, the first is to be 
rendered, both : so xi. 48. koi apovaiv ?j/uwv Kal rbv roVov koI 
to iOvog, and take away both our place mid nation; soxii. 
28. koI tSolatra, koi waXtv So^atrw, I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again; and that the aorist is usually put for 
the present tense, sec the note onxx. 17. And so these 
words are well rendered thus, TJwu hast seen him, and he 
talketh with thee; so i. 36. l<rrr\Kiv, one stands in the 7nidst 
of you ; v. 45. Moses, in whom nX-n-iKaTe, ye trust; xi. 27. ly£> 
irmi<mvKa, I believe thou art the Christ. (See Luke viii. 20. 
Acts i. 11. xii. 14. Rom. v. -2. 1 Tim. iv. 10. et Gloss, de 
Verbo, lib. iii. tr. 3. can. 46.) 

[ J8 ] Ver. 39. Etc Kplfia, tva j3Xc7rovrcc rv(j>Xoi yivvjvrai, For 
judgment, that they tvho see may be made blind.] Here the 
critics and some of the fathers note, that the conjunction 
%va is not causal, but only consequential ; as, when Christ 
saith, I came not to send peace upon the earth, but a sword, 
i. e. this will be the event and consequence of my coming : 
so 7va is used here, ver. 2. Rom. i. 20. 1 Cor.xi. 19. (See 
note on xii. 40.) And when, Christ here saith, I came, that 
they who see not, might see ; he seems especially to respect 
the gentiles sitting in darkness, Sec. "Iva ra Wvn of /u?) |3Al-> 
7rovr£C j3A6£w<n, Kal of ($\(7rovTZQ*l<Tpai}\ rv<p\o\ ytvtovrai,That 
the gentiles (saith Origen*) ivho are now blind may see, and 
Israel who now sees'may be made blind, through their infidel- 
ity : so also Cyril and St. Chrysostom, in referring us to the 
words of St. Paul, who saith, that blindness, in part, had 
happened to the Jews, till the fulness of the gentiles should 
comein, Rom. xi. 25. (and this according to the prediction 
of the Psalmist, ver. 9, 10.) and who saith of the converted 
gentiles, ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light 
in the Lord, Eph. v. 8. (See note on Rom. xiii. 12.) 

Ver. 41. If ye were blind 3 ye should not have sin.] i. e. If,- 
out of the mere blindness and darkness of your minds, ye 
did not own me as the Messiah (which is the case of the 
gentiles, to whom no prophets were sent foretelling, no law 
promising him ; no gospel preached revealing him to the 
world), you would have no sin of infidelity; for, if I had 
not come, and spoken to you, xv. 22. yea, if I had ?iot done 
among you the tvorks tuhich no other person did, ver. 24. 
ye had not had (this) sin, ver. 24. : but tiow, you boasting 
of your knowledge in the law and the prophets, which have 
given such plain characters of me, and yet neither believ- 
ing Moses nor the prophets speaking of me, (John v. 39, 
40. 45, 46.) and claiming to yourselves the judgment of 
discerning betwixt true and false prophets, and yet giving 
no credit to me, proving my missioa from God by a crowd ' 
of miracles done before your eyes, — your unbelief remain- 
eth inexcusable and unpardoned : (John xv. 22.) For if ye 



* Oriff. in Matt. p. 395* 411. 
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believe 7iot that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. (John 
viii. 21. 24.) 

CHAP. X, 

1. VeRILY, verily, I say to you, [*] He that enter- 
eth not by the door into the 'sheepfold (i. e. he who pre- 
tends to be a guide and ruler of God's church and people, and 
owns not the Messiah, nor hath commission from him so to 
do), but climbetn up some other way (to get into it), the 
same is a thief and a robber. 

2. But he that entereth in by the door is the (a true) 
shepherd of the sheep. 

3. [*] To him (God) the porter (or, great keeper of this 
sheepfold) opeheth (giving him his testimony and commission 
(ofeedhis sheep); and the sheep hear (and obey) his voice: 
and he calleth his own sheep by name ( hath an exact know- 
ledge and care of them), and leadeth them out (to their 
pastures). 

4. And when he putteth forth his own sheep (to pas- 
ture), he goeth before them (after the manner of the eastern 
shepherds), and the sheep follow him : for they know his 
voice. 

5. And a [ 3 ] stranger ( who hath no commission from 
God, nor teacheth his word) will they not follow, but will 
flee from him : for they know ( and approve) not the voice 
of strangers. 

6. This parable spake Jesus to them ( and in reproof of 
them, as blind guides, and not true shepherds, because they 
rejected him): but they understood not what things they 
were which he spake to them (i.e. they understood not the 
true import of his words). 

7. Then said Jesus to them again, Verily, verily, I say 
to you, [ 4 ] I am the door fas of the shepherds, ver. 1. so also) 
of the sheep. 

8. [ 5 ] All that ever came before me (pretending to be the 
Prophet, or the Messiah promised to the Jews, or to instruct 
his people lohen God never sent them so to do) are (to be ac- 
counted as) thieves and robbers: but the sheep (who only 
knew and are obedient to the voice of God) did not hear 
them. 

9. I am the door (of the sheep): if any man enter in (to 
the sheepfold) by (faith in) me, he shall be saved (from the 
thief and wolf), and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 

. 10. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and 
to destroy: I am come that they (who are my sheep) might 
have [ 6 ] life, and that they might have it more abundantly, 
(Gr. and that they might have abundance of pasture, ver. 3.) 

11. [ 7 ] I am the good shepherd; (and act as) the good 
shepherd, (who) giveth (or, layeth down) his life for the 
sheep. 

12. But he that is a [ 8 ] hireling and not the shepherd, 
( but one) whose own the sheep are not, secth the wolf com- 
ing, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth (to secure himself): 
and ( so) the wolf catchcth (some of) them, and scattereth 
( the rest of) the sheep. 

13. The hireling (who regards his own safety and advan- 
tage, and not that of the sheep,) ileeth, because he is a 
hireling, and carcth not for the sheep. 

14. I am the good shepherd, and [ 9 ] know (i. e. love)my 
sheep, and am known (i.e. beloved) of (those that are )xa\x\o. 

15. As the Father knoweth mc, even so know I the Fa-' 
vol. v. 



ther : and (out of love and obedience to him) I lay down my 
life for the sheep. ;• 

16. And [ 10 ] other sheep I have, which are not of this 
fold (i. e. the gentiles): them also I must bring (into the 
fold), and they shall hear my voice; and (so of Jew and 
gentile) there shall be one fold and one shepherd. 

17. [ n ] Therefore doth my Father love me, because I 
lay down my life (for the sheep ; and this I do, not that I 
might continue under the power of death, but) that I may 
take it again (by a glorious resurrection). 

18. No man (by force) taketh it (away) from me (before 
the time), but (then) [ 12 J I lay it down of myself. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again 
( and rise from the dead). This commandment (i. e. com- 
mission, of laying down my life for the sheep) have I re- 
ceived of my Father. 

19. There was a division therefore again among the 
Jews because of these sayings (which seemed to ascribe to 
him such power and relation to God as his Father, and spake 
of his death and the conversion of the gentiles, which things 
the Jews could not well bear). 

20. And many of them said (with the Pharisees), He hath 
a devil, and is mad (i. e. he is possessed with a melancholy 
spirit and a frenzy); why hear ye him (or attend to any 
thing he says)? 

21. Others said, These are not (like) the words of him 
that hath a devil ; (nor are his works such : for) can a devil 
open the eyes of the blind ? 

22. And 'it was at Jerusalem, (and at) the [ JS ] feast 
of the dedication (of the altar, profaned by Antiochus, 
1 Mace. iv. 59. 2 Mace. x. 8. that Christ spake this), and it 
was winter (that feast beginning tobe celebrated the twenty- 
fifth of Chisleu, which answers to part of our December). 

23. And Jesus (then) walked in the temple [ w ] in Solo- 
mon's porch. 

24. Then came the Jews round about him, and said to 
him, How long dost thou make us to doubt (Gr. hold us in 
suspense)? If thou be (indeed) the Christ, tell us plainly 
( that so it is). 

25. Jesus answered them, I (have already) told you, 
and ye believed not: [ 1S ] the works that I do in my Father's 
name, they bear witness of me (that so I am). 

2G. But (notwithstanding) ye believe not, (not through 
want of evidence of the truth, but) [ l6 ] because ye are not of 
my sheep (i. e. of them who are disposed to attend to and 
obey my doctrine), as I said to you. 

27. (For) my sheep hear my voice, and I know them 
(by this, that they obey) and they follow me. 

28. And (therefore) I give to them eternal life ; and they 
[ 37 ] shall never perish, neither shall any man (be able to) 
pluck them out of my hand. 

29. My Father, who gave them me, is greater than all 
(their adversaries); and no man is able to pluck them out 
of my Father's hand. 

30. (Now) [ 18 ] I and the Father are one, (the Father 
dwelling in me, and I in him, ver. 38.) 

31. Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him 
(as a blasphemer, who made himself equal with God, as they 
had done before, John viii. 59.) 

32. Jesus answered them, Many good works have I 
shewed (i.e. before) you from my Father; for which of 
these Svorks do you (go about to) stone me? 

3M 
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" 33. The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work 
wc stone thee not, but for blasphemy; and (that is) be- 
cause thatthou being (only) a man makest thyself (a) God. 

34. Jesus answered them, [ 19 ] Is it not written in your 
law, (Psal. lxxxii. 6.) I said, Ye arc gods? 

35. If he called them gods, to whom the word of God came, 
(Gr. was, i. e. who were God's prophets, as Moses and Sa- 
muel, and his judges, as Joshua and others, and had the as^ 
sistance of his Spirit given them for the performance of those 
offices), and the Scripture cannot be broken (Gr. dissolved, 
but what it saith must be true), 

3G. Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, (by 
the Holy Ghost essentially dwelling in, or without measure 
imparted to, him, John iii< 34.) and sent into the world, Thou 
blasphemcst; because I (after this unction and commis- 
sion to make known his will to you) said, I am the Son 
of God? 

37. If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not, 
(when I say, land my Father are owe, ver. 30.) 

3S. But if I do, though you believe not me (on account 
of my own words), believe (the testimony of) the works: 
that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, 
and I in him (and so am one with him). 

39. Therefore (upon this repeated declaration that he 
was one with the Father) they sought again to take (or, lay 
hold on) him; but he (miraculously) escaped out of their 
hands, 

40. And went away again towards Jordan to the place 
where John at first baptized; and there he abode. 

41. And many resorted to him, and said, John did no 
miracle (to confirm his sayings, as Jesus doth): but all 
things that John spake of this man were true; (and so, if 
we believe John's testimony, we must own this person as the 
Son of God* and a much greater prophet than he was, John 
i. 15. iii. 35.) 

42. And many believed on him there (by reason of the 
testimony which John had given to him). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. X. 

[ l ] Ver. 1. HE that entereth not by the door into the sheep- 
fold, &c] For the right understanding of this parable let it 
be noted, 

First, That Christ directs this parable against the scribes 
and pharisccs, to whom he spake, ix. 40. as appears; (1.) 
from the pronoun ifuv, which begins this chapter thus, I 
say to you : and (2.) from these words, ver. G. This parable 
spake Jesus to them. They therefore must be the persons 
concerned in the contents of it. Note therefore, 

Secondly, That these pharisecs took upon them to be 
guides and teachers of the people, whence by our Saviour 
they are represented as blind guides; they also held, that 
others were to receive authority to teach from their com- 
mission or ordination to that office; though wc find not 
that they received any such authority from God, who rather 
had appointed the priests' lips to preserve knowledge, and 
the people to seek the law at their moutlts; (Mai. ii. 4. 7.) and 
of the tribe of Levi, to teach his judgments to Jacob, and 
his law to Israel, (Deut. xxxiii. 10.) even all the command- 
ments which God had delivered by the hand of Moses: (Lev. 
x.ll.) and hence Christ represents them as a plantation 
which his Father had not planted, (Matt. xv. 13.) bids his 



disciples beware of their doctrine, (Matt. xvi. 12.) they 
teaching for doctrines of God the commandments of men, 
and making void the commandments of God by their tradi- 
tions; (Matt. xv. G. 9.) their voice therefore was such as the 
true sheep neither would nor ought to hear. Note, 

Thirdly, that these scribes and pharisccs believed not.in 
Christ, (John vii. 48.) they neither would enter into the 
kingdom of God themselves, nor suffer others to enter into it, 
(Luke xi.52.) and therefore arc said to have taken away 
the key of knowledge. Christ therefore here pronouncing 
himself the door both of the shepherds, (ver. 1.) and of the 
sheep, (ver. 6.) by which they were to enter into the sheep- 
fold, informs them, that now, that he the great Shepherd of 
the sheep was come, they who refused to own him, and to 
teach the sheep in his name, according to his doctrine, and 
by his authority, as his apostles and the seventy did, had 
no true commission to instruct them; and that they, who 
set up in opposition to him to be the guides and teachers of 
the people, were not only blind but false guides, and even 
thieves and robbers : the first, as taking away what belongs 
not to them ; the second, as destroying the sheep. 

[*] Ver. 3. To him (thus entering by the door) the porter 
(God, the great keeper of the sheepfold) openeth.] As to one 
allowed by him to feed his sheep, and him the sheep hear 
and obey, teaching the doctrine of the gospel and the king- 
dom of God to them, in the name and by the authority of the 
great Shepherd of the sheep: and when this Shepherd, by 
himself or others acting in his name, and by his mission, 
lcadeth forth his own sheep, he goes before them, after the 
manner of the eastern shepherds, to preserve them from 
danger, and to conduct them into wholesome pastures, 
(ver. 4.) So did Christ and his shepherds, being rimot, ex- 
amples for the flock to follow. (1 Pet. v. 3.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. 5. A stranger they will not follow.'] And such are 
all they who do not teach them the doctrine of the gospel 
in Christ's name, and by his authority. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 7. I am the door of the sheep.] Ver. 1, 2. he had 
represented himself as the door of the true shepherds ; here 
he declares himself the door of the sheep also: shewing, 
that since his advent there is no entrance into the church 
or kingdom of God, but by faith in him, and embracing his 
doctrine. , , 

[*] Ver. 8. All that ever came before me are thieves and 
robbers.] i. e. All that came under pretence of being their 
king, or their Messiah ; as Thcudas, not he who, saith Jo- 
scphus,* was destroyed by Cuspius Fadus ; for he appeared 
before Judas Gaulonites, (Acts v. 36, 37.) who, according 
to Josephus, was suppressed towards the latter end of the 
reign of Augustus. (Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 1, 2.) The .same 
Jbscphus saith, that of those multitudes that began sedi- 
tions under Sabinus and Varus, every one was made fiaat- 
\titg, king: (lib. xvii. cap, 12. p. 608. G.) and speaking of 
tho very same time, he saith, irvKvovg (SaatXuav 6 Katpbg avl- 
7r«Sc, the time (when they expected Messiah their King) 
made many to nsitrp the kingdom, (Dc Bcllo Jud. lib. ii. 
cap. 6. p. 779. G.) which they must do under pretence of 
being their Messiah also, or the king that cometh in the 
name of the Lord to redeem Israel. (Luke xix. 38. xxiv. 
21. sccvExamcn Millii.) 

[ 6 ] Ver, 10. tt Iva Zwrjv tx<om, kcu irtptaaov tx^<nv, That they 

* Aoliq. lib. xx. cap. 2. p. 689. 
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might have life, and have it more abundantly.] Having, 
saith Grotius, " cum e£ vit£ omne genus felicitatis," with 
life all kind of felicity ; but /3/oc and Z>t»r) signify, not only 
Zi/e/but that sustenance by which it is preserved; as when 
the widow'smite is styled, Skog 6 fiiog, her whole life: (Mark 
xii. 44.) so be that takes the nether .millstone to pledge, 
taketh avian's life, (Dcut. xxiv. 6.) i; e. saith the Chaldee, 
that which makes his meat ready to preserve life ; the neces* 
saries of life, Targum Hieros. In Homer it is r\ irpb$ tt)v 
£wr/v irapaaKzit), ^provision for life. (See Budaeus.) n. ., 

: (7] Ver. 11; lamihe good shepherd.] Referred to by the 
prophets, Isa. xl. 11. Ez6k. xxxiv. 23. xxxvii. 24., I am 
so Kar l£oxfjv, so as to lay down my life for the sheep, and 
take it up again, vex. 15. 17. .which words can agree to no 
other shepherd. I grant to Grotius,.that the apostles and 
their successors were true shepherds, and not mercenaries ; 
but none of them could be the good Shepherd here, or the 
one Shepherd; ver^lO. viz. the chief Shepherd of the sheep: 
(1 Pet. v* 4.) though .by their ministry he brought both 
Jews and gentiles into his fold after his resurrection; and 
they doing this in; his name, and by his authority and assist- 
ance, he himself is said to do it, (vcr. 16.) . .'. .-, ~ 

[ 8 ] Vcr. 12. The hireling jleeth.] The hireling here is 

not he who receives maintenance from his particular flock ; 
for this'he may do by. virtue of Christ's ordinance: (1 Cor. 
ix. 13, 14.) of this, saith Christ, he is ivorthy: (Luke x. 7.) 
and much less he who labours among them, with respect 
to that rccompence or crown of glory he is to receive when 
the chiqf Shepherd shall appear; but he who is an intruder, 
whose the sheep are not, who intends not their good so much 
as his own profit, and who, in time of danger, flies for his 
own safety, not caring though the wolf tear and devour 
them. Hence also we may learn, that a true pastor must 
not desert his flock in time of peril, when by his absence 
they may be brought into great peril, and by his presence 
may be happily preserved from it. 

[9] Ver. 14. I know mine, and am known of them.] L e. I 
have an intimate affection for them, and they sincerely love 
me; for this phrase signifies, 

First, To approve: thus the Lord knoweth the righteous, 
Psal. i. 6. and whom he approveth not, he is said not to 
know, Matt. vii. 23. .'la . 

Secondly, To love, and to be kindly affected to ; as when 
God saith to his own people, You have I known, of all the 
families of the earth, Amos iii. 2. If any man love God, he 
is known of him, 1 Cor. viii. 3. sec Dcut. ii. 7. 

Thirdly, To preserve and protect; as Psal. xxxi. 8. 
Thou hast known my soul in adversity, Nah. i. 7. God is 
good to them that wait for him, jivuktkujv, knowing them 
that fear him. • 

Ver. 15. Because it is said here, that Christ laid down 
his life for his sheep, elsewhere that he doth it for Ms 
friends, John xv. 13, 14. and for his church, Eph. ii. 26. and 
all are not his sheep, his friends, or his church: hence some 
conclude, that Christ did not die for all. 

Ans. Though it be certain, from the places cited in the 
note here, that Christ died intentionally for all, t. e. design- 
ing the benefits of his salutary passion for them, upon their 
performance of the conditions of the new covenant esta- 
blished in his blood, according to these plain words of the 
apostle, 2 Cor. v. 15. He died for all, that they who live 
might not live unto themselves, but unto him who died for 



them; and so none perish, because he died not for them, 
but because they do not live to him who died for them: yet 
it is also true, that he eventually is only the Saviour of His 
body, and died only for his sheep and friends; because 
they only do perform the conditions of the new. covenant, 
and therefore to them only can this 'righteous Judge assign, 
at. last, the blessings promised in that covenant. 

Secondly, In none of these places is it said, that Christ 
died only for his sheep, for his church, or for his friends; and 
therefore, none .of them. say any thing, which contradicts 
the more general extent of Christ's redemption. Trite argu- 
ment may therefore be retorted thus ; He that died for his 
friends and for his enemies, died for all; but Christ died for 
his friends and for his enemies, for when we were enemies, 
Christ died for us. (Rom. v. 8.) Again, he that died for 
the church of God, &nd for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring them to the church of God^died for all; but Christ 
died for both, for he suffered for us, the just for the unjust, 
that he might iring us to God. (IPet. iii. 18.) Lastly, He 
that died for his sheep that heard his voice, and for the lost 
sheep, that did not hearken to his voice, died for all ; but 
Christ died for his sheep that heard his voice, as the text 
saith here, and for his lost sheep, for he came to seek, and 
to save that which was lost, even the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, (Matt, xviii. 11, 12. x. 6.) therefore he died for all. 
[ 10 ] Ver. 16. And other sheep I have; which are hot of this 
fold.] He calls :thc gentiles sheep by way of anticipation; 
because, as many of them as were docile, and fit to receive 
instruction, would in time be so ; and because the partition- 
wall betwixt Jew and gentile was to be broken, and the 
gentiles to be admitted to the same privileges with the be- 
lieving Jews, he says, Tliey shall be one sheepfold* 

["] Ver. 17. Therefore t\ie Father loveth me.] Because, out 
of obedience to him, and love to the sheep, I lay down my 
life for them ; which I have good reason to do, seeing I am 
sure so soon to take it up again. This seems to be the 
sense of the words. Note also, that if we respect the 
council of God and the design of Christ, nothing is more 
certain than that Christ gave himself a ransom for all, 
1 Tim. ii. 6. and tasted death for every man, Heb. ii. 9. 
and was a propitiation for the sins of the whole u?orld, 1 John 
ii. 2. and that the Father so loved the world as that he sent 
his Son into it, that the world might be saved by him, iii. 16, 
17* But because the world can no otherwise obtain this 
salvation than by believing in him, aud obeying the vbice 
of this Shepherd ; therefore he is said to do this more emi- 
nently for his sheep. ; 

[ 12 ] Ver. 18.. 'Ey wt%(.cutijv, I lay it down.] Grotius 
having Tiinted, note on ver. 11. that ridzadai $vxvv, to lay 
down the life, signifies only to expose it to danger/ or put 
our lives in pur hands, as the phrase is, Judg. xii. 3. 1 Sam. 
xxviii. 21. and having said also, that Traktv Aa/3uv avrr)v, 
to take it again, is to. rescue it from danger; I shall shew 
this to be a very forced exposition. For, 

First, This phrase rlSzaSai rrjv ^vxnv, to lay down the 
life, being absolutely put, is only used in the New Testa- 
ment, and there only by this apostle ; and it always signifies 
to die, or to give the life to death— as when St. Petcr.saith, 
rriv \pvxvv juou Sfow, I will lay down my life for thee, xiii. 
37, 38. when Christ saith, xv.,13. Greater love than this 
hath no man, than iva tic rr)v $ V W V a ^ r0 " *& ^ iat one 
should lay down his life for his friend: and the beloved 
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disciple, (Uohn iii. 1G.) aTgucs thus, If he n)v ^x^ v **V C > 
laid down his life for us, we ought tj)v $vxnv nOtvat, to lay 
down our lives for the brethren: and surely, when Christ 
saith here, r>)v ipvyfiv /lovr/dii/it. Hay down my life for my 
sheep, he meant, not only that he would expose himself to 
danger, but that he would suffer death for them; when there- 
fore he saith in tho samo place, I have power to take it up 
again, he doubtless meant, he hath power to raise it from 
death. Stegmannus tho Socinian saith here, that Christ 
here ascribes this power to himself improperly, because 
God had promised to use his power in raising him from the 
dead: but (1.) is it proper to introduce Christ positively 
saying, I have, what he had not, only because another had 
that power? since he says not, I have a promise, but, I have 
iZovolav, the power to restore this life I lay down. (2.) If 
we consider how plainly he had challenged this power to 
himself, the power of raising up and quickening whom ho 
would, and that because he had life in himself, (v. 21. 2C.) 
aud engaged his word of truth, both to raise up his own 
body, (ii. 19.) and the bodies of all the saints, (vi. 39, 40. 
44. 54.) yea, the bodies of all that were in their graves, (v. 
28, 29.) as being the resurrection and the life, (xi. 25.) we 
cannot doubt his power to raise his own body. And (3.) 
when he saith in the preceding words, No man iaketh my 
life from trie, but I lay it down of myself, l%ovaiav ?xw> I have 
power to lay it down; he plainly ascribes to himself a right 
or power to give up himself to the death: why therefore 
should not the same words immediately following, viz. I 
have power to take it up again, bear the same sense ? The 
little sophisms of Stegmannus here are of no force to the 
contrary: for, why might not Christ's body die, though it 
was united to immortal nature, as well as when it was 
united to an immortal soul? Nor do we say, that he was 
dead according to his human nature, but only according to 
his body; or that the union of his body with the Divine 
nature wfcs dissolved by death, but only the union of his 
body with his soul. ' 

Note also, that the words following, This commandment 
have I received from the Father, respect not' the raising of 
his. body, but only the laying down of his life, or his dying 
for his sheep, as Grotius here notes. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 22. y Ey (vito & ra lyicaivia, It was at the feast of 
dedication, and it was tvinter.] The feast of dedication, 
here mentioned, respects not the dedication of the temple 
made by Solomon, or repaired by Zerubbabel; for we read 
of no annual feast of dedication appointed at either of them; 
but it respects the dedication of the altar and temple, ce- 
lebrated by Judas Maccabeus; of which wc read thus, 
1 Mace. iv. 56. So they kept rbv zyKaiviafibv, the dedication 
of the altar eight days; and, ver. 59. Moreover, Judas and 
his brethren, and the whole congregation of Israel, ordained, 
that the days, lyKatvtafiov, of the dedication of the altar should 
be kept in their season from year to year, for the space of eight 
days, from the twenty-fifth day of the month Chislen, which 
falls in with our December. (See also 2 Mace. x. 5. 8. and 
Josephus Antiq. lib. xii. cap. 11.) This is apparent, be- 
cause it is said, it was tcinter; whereas the dedication of 
Solomon's temple was in the seventh month, or in autumn, 
(1 Kings viii. 2.) of Zcrubbabel's in the month Adar, (Ezra 
vi. 15.) at the entrance of the spring, this in December. 
Moreover, from our Saviour's presence at this feast, Gro- 
tius well notes, that festival-days,! in memorial of public 



blessings, may piously be institutedby persons in authority, 
without a Divine command. 

f u ] Ver. 23. And Jesus walked in the porch of Solomon.} 
In the porch new built in the same place where Solomon 
erected his: in summer they walked in the open air, in 
winter under covert. 

pi] Ver. 25. The works that I do in my Father's name 
bear witness of me.} i. e. There is no cause why you should 
thus be in suspense concerning me, or not hear me plainly 
saying, I am the Messiah, seeing this appears sufficiently 
from my works; He ascribes' not the works to himself, 
saith Stegmannus, but to his Father; and yet the text saith, 
S lyu> iroicj, the works which I do, viz. by the power of the 
Father dwelling in me, (ver. 38.) So, out of modesty he 
speaks, saith Grotius : so, as a prophet, say others. 

[ ,6 ] Ver. 2G. You believe not, ov yap, because you arc not 
of my sheep.] It is evident that Christ here gives the reason 
why they believed not, as elsewhere he doth : so John viii. 
43. ye own not my word, on, because ye cannot hear it (see 
the note there); and ver. 45.. ye believe not, 6rt, because I 
speak the truth; i. e. that truth which is offensive to you'; 
and, ver. 47. $ia rovro,for this caitse you do not hear; i. e. 
obey my word ; because ye are not of God. And this obser- 
vation excludes the evasion of those who say, because 
here is not rational, or renders not tho reason of their un- 
belief, but only intimates, that it was consequential to their 
being not his sheep ; for the word here rendered because, is 
not 3™, but ov yap, for ye are not my sheep: now yap is a 
rational particle, pointing out the cause. 2. The reason 
which Christ here assigns of this defect of faith, is doubt- 
less such as render it a great crime in them : for sure that 
must be such for which they were to die in their siiis. (John 
viii. 24.) It is therefore certain, this unbelief cannot be re- 
solved into any natural defect of knowledge on their part, 
or any decree or act of reprobation on God's part, but into 
the want of a docile and well-disposed mind; for were it the 
same to be one of Christ's sheep, and to be predestinated 
to faith and salvation, the import of Christ's words must 
be this, Ye therefore believe not, because ye are not of the 
number of the elect, but of those whom God hath from eter- 
nity rejected. Now, by this account of their infidelity, 
Christ would not have accused, but excused, the infidelity 
of the Jews ; foT what fault could it be in them that they did 
not that, which by reason of this act of God before they 
had a being, they were incapable of doing? Then might 
they have replied to Christ, We therefore believe not, be- 
cause God by his act of reprobation hath shut the door of 
faith against us, and so our infidelity is not to be imputed 
to us, but to God. 

[ 17 ] Ver. 28. And they shall never perish.] L e. Through 
any defect on my part, or by the force of any plucking 
them out of my hands: so the particle k«i, which is here 
illative, shews, viz. they therefore shall not perish, for none 
shall pull them out of my hand: and this is still more evi- 
dent from the reason following, My Father is greater than 
all their adversaries, and none can pull them out of his 
hands : now his power and mine is one and the same. 
This appears, thirdly, from the frequent exhortations di- 
rected to Christ's sheep, not to fall away from the grace re- 
ceived, Heb. xii. 15. not to lose what had been wrought in 
them, 2 John 8. to those that stand, to take heed they 
fall not, so as that God will not spare them, Rom.xi. 20, 21. 
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because not continuing in his goodness, ver. 22. Whereas 
if the sheep of Christ can no more cease to be so, than a 
man whilst living can cease to be a man, these exhorta- 
tions to take care they fall not off from being so, must be 
as vain, as a caution to a man not to outlive Iris manhood. 
Well, therefore, said Origen*and Isidore Peleusiota, no 
man can snatch them away by force or tyranny ; for then 
they must perish without and against their own wills ; but 
this may be done by deceit and allurements, napa ttjv rwv 
avT&ovaiw avOpwTrwv paOvfiiav, through the negligence of 
men/ who have the freedom of their wills ; for such men 
who, by the allurements of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, thus cease to obey Christ's laws, are not snatched 
out of Christ's hands, but choose to go from him. Or, 
secondly, Christ may speak here of sheep continuing so to 
the death, • promising to them, that neither death, nor he 
that hath the power of death, shall make them perish for 
ever, for he would raise them up at the last day* 

[J 8 ] Ver. 30. 'Eyw kq\ 6 Uar^p tv I^cv, I and the Father 
areone.~\ That Christ here speaks not of a unity of will 
and concord only, appears, 

(1.) From the reason assigned of the security of the 
sheep — the want of power in any one to snatch them out 
of the hands of Christ ; because the Father being greater 
in power than all, his power could secure them from all, 
and so could also Christ, he being one in power with {he 
Father: for the foundation of this argument is, not that the 
Father's will, but that his power was above all. 
-. (2.) From the inference of the Jews, that by these 
words he made himself God, and so was guilty of blas- 
phemy. Now this invidious charge Christ doth not evade, 
by saying, he only conspired with the will of God, as all 
true prophets did, but by appealing to the works, which, 
saith he, I do by the power of the Father residing in me, 
which plainly carries this to a unity of power, not of will 
only: and then the inference of St. Chrysostom is unde- 
niable, £t $1 v dvvafitg avrrj, cvSjjXov on kcu ovaia, and if the 
power be the same, the essence must be so. 

[i9] Ver. 34— 3G. Is it not written in your law, I have said, 
Ye are Gods? If he called them gods to whom the word of 
God came— say you of him whom the Father hath sancti- 
fied — Tliou blasphemest ; because I said, I am the Son of 
God?] From these words, and from Exod. xxi. G. xxii. 9. 
28. where judges and supreme magistrates are called Elo- 
him, Stegmannus gathers, that the name of God in Scrip- 
ture doth not always signify the supreme God, but some- 
times only them, who have a high power by God com- 
mitted to them ; amongst whom he places Christ, as having 
a Divine authority committed to him by the favour of God ; 
as if I should argue thus, Parents are styled gods by 
Philo,t or by the heathens, therefore the name of God in 
Philo, and among the heathens, is common to the supreme 
God, and to our parents. But, notwithstanding this/no 
parent ever was by Philo, or by the heathens, distribu- 
tively, or in the singular number, called God ; nor is that 
name thus given in Scripture to any judge, or supreme 
governor, as it is often in the New Testament attributed to 
our Saviour Christ. And (2.) when magistrates and judges 
are in Scripture called gods, the Holy Ghost still addcth 
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something, which excludes them from a true Divinity, as 
that they should die like men, Psal. Ixxxii. 6. or that they 
are rulers of the people, Exod. xxii. 28. Whereas when 
Christ is called God, it is either with the addition' of some 
epithet belonging to the supreme God, as when he is styled 
6 £7rt iravTuyv Gcoc, God over all y Rom. ix. 5. the great God, 
Tit. ii. 13. 6 Qtbg 6 aXijfovoc, the true God, 1 John v. 20. or 
with addition of some operation proper to God, as when it 
is said, the Word was God, and all things were made by 
him, i. 1, 2. Stegmannus adds, that if these persons were 
not truly gods, the Scripture falsely called them gods ; to 
which I answer, that they were truly so in title, as being 
God's vicegerents upon earth, but not in nature, as being 
only. the ministers of God, Rom. xiii. 6. He adds, they must 
be properly and truly gods, as being invested with Divine 
power. But here he trifles, for a Divine power may either 
signify the power essential to God, by which he is enabled 
to do all things ; and to ascribe this power to mere men 
is blasphemy: or it may only signify a power of govern- 
ment, and judging of the offences done by men, derived 
from God, and in this sense onljr is the Divine power 
ascribed to magistrates, and such also is the power, of 
parents over their children, and of masters over their ser- 
vants ; and yet can it be reasonably said, that the formal 
reason of the Deity truly and properly agrees Ab them? 
He goes on, and argues against the Deity of Christ from 
this text, thus, (1.) That the argument of Christ hence for a 
proper Deity, that because magistrates are metaphorically s 
and by virtue of their office called gods, he must be truly 
so, must be infirm, seeing no argument will hold from the 
metaphorical to the proper reason of the thing. (2.) The 
reason which Christ here assigns of this, viz. because the 
Father had sanctified him, concerneth not his eternal gene- 
ration, nor can it hence be gathered that Christ is the su r 
preme God, but rather the contrary ; foT greater is he who 
sanctifies, and sends, than he who is sanctified, and sent. 
And (3.) hence, saith he, we may learn there was no higher 
reason of Christ's filiation than thissanctification and mis- 
sion into the world; for then Christ would have produced 
that reason, when thus assaulted by his adversaries, and 
not, concealing it, have rested in that reason of his sancti- 
fication, which proves not his true Divinity. • • - 
Now to these arguments two answers may be given, 
First, If by this sanctification we understand the unction 
of Christ by the Holy Ghost, then note, (1.) that the Jewish 
doctors understand not the Psalmist's words, I have said, 
Ye are gods, to be meant of eivil magistrates, but of their 
doctors sitting in the chair of Moses, or rather of their pro- 
phets sentto reveal God's will to them, to whom alone that 
phrase here used properly agrees, they only being the men, 
irpbg ouc o Aoyoc Qtov lyivero, to whom the Word of the 
Lord came. (Seejiote on Luke iii. 2.) Note, 

Secondly, That if we understand it of their judges and 
supreme civil magistrates; yet of them it is certain, that 
they in difficult cases judged by consulting God's oracle, 
the urim and thummim, and in making war had still resort 
to this oracle; whence all the Jews were upon pain of death 
obliged to hearken to the sentence of those judges and of 
those priests, by whom they did inquire from this oracle the 
mind of God, (Deut. xvii; 9. 12.) and as doing presump- 
tuously, when they refused so to do, (ver. 12.) which they 
are only said to do when they opposed the mind of God 
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made known to them, or wilfully rebelled against it, by 
doing any thing in contempt of .the Divine Majesty, and 
his authority. (Numb. xv. 30.) Note, secondly, that it is a 
received opinion among the Jews, that 6vcn their civil 
governors had a particular assistanco nnd afflatus of the 
Holy Spirit to fit them for that employment So when God 
chose seventy elders to manage the government of the peo- 
ple under Moses, he put his Spirit on them, and they pro- 
phesied. (Num. xi. 17.25.) And when Joshua was appointed 
to rule them after Moses, he is said to be a man in whom 
theSpirit ivas,(Numb. xxvii. 18.) and to befall of the Spirit 
of wisdom ; because Moses had laid his hands upon him* 
(Deut. xxxiv. 9.) When Saul was anointed king oyer Israel, 
the Spirit came upon Jam, and he prophesied. (lSam. x. 6. 
10.) And when David by his sin had caused the Holy Spirit 
to depart from him, he prays not only for the spirit of ho- 
liness, but that irvtvfia fr/tfioviKov, the spirit of government, 
which God had given him, might be restored; (Psal; li. 12.) 
and of Solomon, the Targum on2Chron. vii. G. saith, God 
made the Spirit rest upon him ; and when God had rejected 
Saul, theSpirit of the Lord departed from him. (1 Sam. xvi. 
14.) So that according to this exposition, the argument of 
Christ is to this effect : Jfthey are called gods, and the sons 
of the Most High in the Scriptures of unquestionable truth, 
who find the spirit of prophecy, wisdom, and government, 
more sparingly, and only at some certain times imparted to 
them, and that rather to assist than abide in them; say you 
of him to whom the Father hath given the Spirit without 
measure,(J6hn iii. 34.) and in whom he so abideth essentially, 
that by virtue of him, I am in theFather, and the Father in 
me, kyorrirt kcu Suvajuci tov itvivfxarog, by the unity and power 
of the. Spirit, by which I am enabled to perform the works 
which arc properly Divine, and reveal to you all the hidden 
treasures ofrvisdom, Thou blasphemest, because I said, lam the 
Son of God? So that the argument of Christ here proceeds 
from the less to tho greater ; from the Spirit assisting them 
by life gifts, to the Spirit essentially dwelling in him; in 
which respect, greater k he who sanctifies and sends, than 
hewho is sanctified and sent, by virtue of his original, though 
not by virtue of the Divine nature, and the fulness of the 
Godhead communicated to Christ: for even Filbinger,* a 
very acute Socinian, owns, that since the Spirit of God is 
the power of God, (Luke i. 35.) he must be God; " quia in 
Deo nihil est quod non sit Deus," there being nothing in 
God ivhich is not God. 

Ans. 2. Tho second answer is, That he here saith tho 
Father had sanctified him, not by reason of the unction of 
the Holy Ghost coming down upon him at his baptism, but 
because of the union of the Divine Logos to the human na- 
ture: for explication of which answer, note, (1.) that ac- 
cording to the tradition of the ancients received from the 
beginning of Christianity, it was this Aoyog who appeared 
to the patriarchs, and conversed with the judges and magis- 
trates of the Jews, and so was literally 6 Ao'yoc rov Gcov, 
the essential Word of God, who came to them. Note, 
(2.) that Christ speaks of a sanctification precedent to his 
mission into the world, and so not of the unction of the Holy 
Ghost, received when he had been in it thirty years, but at 
the union of the Divine Logos with the human nature; and 
then tho argument of Christ will be to this effect, If they 
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were styled gods, and the sons of the 3Iost High, to whom 
this Word only came, and with whom he conversed, can I, 
who am this very Aoyoc, be said to blaspheme, in saying, 
that I am the Son of God? And according to,this sense it 
is evident, that Christ does hero argoe from the sublimcst 
notion of his filiation, according to these words of the re- 
verend Dr. Bull;* " It appears from a due inspection of 
the text, that Christ did not intend to say or prove he was 
the Son of God, as being his ambassador extraordinarily 
instructed, and so sent into the world, but on a far more ex- 
cellent account, viz. that.before he came into the world, he 
was with God the Father, and so was his true. and essential 
Son, as being God of God, partaking of the same nature as 
a son doth with his father. For it is apparent, that from 
the twenty-fifth to the thirtieth Verse inclusively, Christ, so 
discoursed to the Jews, that they still thought he asserted 
that he was God, and therefore, say they, we stone thee, be- 
cause thou being a manmakest thyself God; (ver. 33.)viz. by 
calling God so emphatically, and with such property, 'his 
Father, as that he was so to hira alone, and so that he and 
his Father were one, (ver. 30.) Now Christ (saith he) does 
not answer by denying either that he was God, or that he 
ever challenged to himself that dignity, which yet seems 
necessary, had he been only man, to havfc been said, to take 
off this objection of his blasphemy, but rather seems to 
argue that he was so the Son of God, that he had the Di- 
vine nature in him." 

First, After this manner— If judges and magistrates are 
called gods, for an imperfect resemblance and participa- 
tion of the Divine authority, how much more may I be 
called God, who am the natural Son of God, and am more- 
over, in the most excellent manner, authorized by him? 
For though Christ speaks not thus in express words, ho not 
obscurely signifies it by saying, his Father had sanctified 
him, and sent him into the world;* for (1.) he saith not, me 
•whom God, but whom the Father, hath sanctified, declaring 
he had God for his Father, by virtue of that sanctification. 
(2.) He adds, that he was first sanctified, and then sent into 
the world, signifying thereby that he was the Son of God 
in heaven, before he was sent into the world; and so he 
speaks more plainly to his disciples, saying, John xvi. 28. 
I came forth from the, Father, and came into the world; 
again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. 

The second argument by which our Lord defends him- 
self, and proves his Divine original, is taken from the Di- 
vine operations he performed ; for, saith he, ver. 37, 38. Jf 
I do not the works of my Father, believe me not (when I 
thus say he is my Father) ; but if I do (them), though ye be- 
lieve not me, believe the works, that ye may know and believe 
that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: as if he 
should have said, You might have some reason to say I 
blaspheme, in saying I am so the Son of God, and he is so 
my Father, as that I and the Father are one, and so as no 
other person can style God Father, or say, he is his Son, 
if I did not those Divine works which no other person ever 
did; and which demonstrato the Father is so in me, as in 
no other person; but seeing I do those works of omnipo- 
tency, which shew I am invested with the same power 
with the Father, you have no reason to imagine I blas- 
pheme in saying, I am. the Son of God, and therefore call 

• De Jadicio Eccl Cath. 5. $. 6. 
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him Father, because the Father is in me, and I and the 
Father are one. 

CHAR XI. 

] . -W OW a certain man was sick, (to ivit) [ J ] Lazarus, of 
Bethany, (which was) the town of Mary and her sister 
Martha. ■ t . , 

2. (And) it was [ 2 ] that Mary which anointed the Lord 
with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair (as we 
shall shew presently), whose brother Lazarus was sick. 

3. Therefore his sisters sent to him, saying, Lord, be- 
hold, he whom thou lovest is sick. 

4. When Jesus heard that, he said (to his disciples), 
This sickness is not to (a lasting) [ 3 ] death, but for the 
(manifestation of the) glory of God,that the Son of God 
might be glorified thereby. 

5.. Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Laza- 
rus (which made him the more .willing to gratify his sisters). 

6. When he had heard therefore that he was sick (that 
Gad's glory might be more conspicuous in his recovery), he 
[*] abode two days still in the same place where he was. 
. . 7. Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go 
into Judea again. 

8. His disciples say to him, Master, the Jews of late 
(Gr. but now) sought to stone thee; and gocst thou thither 
again ? . . . 

9. Jesus answered, Arc there not twelve hours in the 
day? If any man walketh in the day, he stumbleth not, be- 
cause he seeth (the sun, ivhich is) the light of this world. 

10. But if any man walk in the night, he stumbleth, be- 
cause there is no light in him : (now my day and hour still 
last, ix. 4. 50 that by my wonted prudence I shall still 
escape their malice, till the night of my passion cometh.) 

11. These things said he: and after that he said to them, 
Our friend Lazarus [ 5 ] sleepeth (i. e.. is dead); but I go, 
that I may awake him out of (the) sleep (of death). 

12. Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall 
do well. 

13. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought 
that he had spoken of his taking rest in sleep. 

14. Then said Jesus to them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 

15. And [ 6 ] I am glad for youT sakes that I was not 
there (before), to the intent ( that, through the miracle of 
his resurrection,) ye may believe (more firmly); neverthe- 
less, (though he be dead) let us go to him. 

16. Then said Thomas, who was called Didymus, to his 
fellow-disciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him, 
(for that we may expect by going thither again, ver. 8.) 

17. Then when Jesus; came, he found that he had lain in 
the grave four days already. 

18. Now Bethany was nigh to Jerusalem, (being only) 
about fifteen fnrlongs off (from it): 

19. And many of the Jews came (thence) to \J] Martha 
and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother. 

20. Then Martha, as soon. as, she heard that Jesus was 
coming, went and met him : but Mary sat still in the house. 

. 21. Then said Martha to Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, ray brother had not died. 

22. But (and) [ 8 ] I know, that even now, whatsoever 
thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thecl(though it be 
the raising him from the dead). 



23. Jesus saith unto her, Thy p] brother shall rise again.. 

24. Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again 
at the resurrection at the last day. 

25. Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection, and the life:, 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
liye \( and therefore I, who shall hereafter raise all persons 
to life, can raise him now): - 

26. And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die (Gr. shall not die for ever). Believest .thou 

this? ; t . 

27. She saith to him, Yea, Lord : I believe that thou art 
the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the 
world (of whom we have received by tradition that he shall 
raise the dead). 

28. And when she had so said (being sent by Christ to 
do so), she went her way, tod called Mary her sister se- 
cretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee. 

29. As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and 
came to him. . .< ;. 

30. Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was, 
in that place where Martha met him. 

31. The Jews then which were with her in the house, 
and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up 
hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth to 
the grave to weep there. 

32. Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and 
saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, 
if thou hadst been hefe, my brother had not died. 

33. When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews 
also weeping which came with her, he [ 10 ] groaned in the 
( his) spirit, and was troubled, 

34. And said (to them), ["] Where have ye laid him? 
They say to him, Lord, come and see. 

35. (And from the abundance of his affection to him) 
Jesus wept. 

36. Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved himj > 

37. And some of them said, Could not this man, who 
opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this 
man should not have died? 

38. Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to 
the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon (the mouth 
of) it. 

39. Jesus (then) said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, 
the sister of him that was dead, saith to him, Lord, by this 
time he stinketh :.for he hath been dead [ 12 ] four days ( and 
so, in all likelihood, his body is now corrupted). 

40. Jesus saith to her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou 
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God 
(manifested in raising him from the dead)? 

41. Then they took away the stone from the place. where 
the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, 
[ 13 ] Father, I thank thee th^it thou hast heard me (re- 
questing as thy prophet that this mans spirit might return 
unto him). 

- 42. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but be- 
cause of the people which stand by I said it (this), that 
(owning thee as the author of this miracle) they might be- 
lieve that thou hast sent me. 

43. And when he had thus spoken, [ u ] he cried with a 
loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

.44. And (then) he that was dead came forth, bound 
hand and feet with grave-clothes : and his face was bound 
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about with a napkin. Jesus saith to them, [ 15 ] Looso him, 
and let him go. 

45. Then many of the Jews which came to Mary (to 
comfort her), and had seen the things which Jesus did, be- 
lieved on him. 

46. But some of them (who believed not) went their 
ways to the pharisees, and told them what things Jesus 
had done. 

47. Then gathered the chief priests and pharisces a coun- 
cil, saying, What do we? ( Why do we suffer this person to 
go on without interruption?) for [ l6 ] this man docth many 
miracles. 

48. If (then) we let him thus alone, all men will believe 
in him, and (then) the Romans shall come and take away 
both our place and nation. 

49. And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high- 
priest [ 1? ] that (same) year, said to them, Ye know nothing 
at all (of policy), 

50. Nor consider that it is expedient for us that one man 
should die for (the safety of) the people, and that the 
whole nation perish not. 

• 51. And this spake he not (intending any such thing) of 
himself: [ 18 ] but being high-priest that year (in which Christ 
was to suffer), he (spake as one that) prophesied that Je- 
sus should die for that nation; 

52. And (indeed he died) not for that nation only, but 
that also he should \}?] gather together in one the children 
of God that were scattered abroad (all the world over). 

53. Then from that day forth they took counsel together 
for to put him to death. 

54. Jesus therefore (after this resolution) \^°] walked no 
more openly among the Jews (till his time was come); but 
went thence into a country near to the wilderness, into 
a city called Ephraim, and there continued with his dis- 
ciples. 

55. And the Jews' Passover was nigh at hand: and many 
went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the Pass- 
over, to [ 21 ] purify themselves, (either from some defilement, 
which was to be expiated by sacrifice, or by reason of some 
vow of Nazaritism, which was upon them, Acts xxi. 23.) 

56. Then sought they for Jesus, and spako among them- 
selves as they stood in the temple, What think ye? (Is it) 
that he will not come to the feast? 

57. Now both the chief priests and the pharisees had 
given a commandment, that, if any man knew where he 
was, he should shew it (to them), that they might take him. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XI. 

* [i] Ver. 1. LAZARUS, of Bethany, the town of Mary and 
•Martha.'] i. e. In which they dwelt; as Bethsaida is styled 
the city of Andrew and Peter, i. 44. Grotius here conjec- 
tures, that this remarkable history of Lazarus was there- 

^\- fore omitted by St. Matthew, Mark, and Lukei because 
Lazarus was then living when they wrote their Gospels; 
the last of them writing, saith Theophylact, within fifteen 

. years after our Lord's ascension; whereas tradition saith,* 
that Lazarus lived thirty years after that he was raised from 
the dead : he therefore thinks they would not publish this 
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history of him in his lifetime, lest they should provoke 
the Jews to cut him off; whereas, according to the earliest 
computation, St. John wrote his Gospel thirty-two years 
after our Lord's ascension, and so after the death of Laza- 
rus. (2.) The last of these three evangelists writing but 
fifteen years after our Lord's ascension, might think it 
needless to mention a miracle concerning a person living 
so near Jerusalem, where there was so great a fame there- 
of, and so many living witnesses to attest it. St. John 
writing this Gospel, say the ancients, above sixty years 
after our Lord's ascension, when, by the death of the per- 
son, and most of the witnesses who were present at his 
resurrection, the memory and fame of it might be much 
impaired, had great reason to perpetuate the memory of 
it by this large rehearsal, of it. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. It was that Mary which anointed our Lord 
with ointment.'] This is by most interpreters thought to be \ 
spoken of Mary Magdalene: but (1.) I find no mention in 
Scripture of her anointing the head or feet of Jesus, as this 
Mary did, (xii. 3.) Yea, when St. Luke had spoke of a 
woman, who anointed not our Lord's head, as this Mary 
did, but his feet only, (vii. 46.) he proceeds (chap, viii.) to' 
the mention of Mary Magdalene, giving a character of her, 
not from what she had done to Christ, but from what he had 
done to her, saying, It was that Mary out of whom he had 
cast seven devils, (ver. 2.) which also is the character of her 
in St. Mark, xvi. 9. Nor seems it for our Saviour's honour 
to have been so conversant with one who had been a noted 
harlot, though she had now repented of that lewdness;. or 
such an ardent lover of her, as he was of this Mary, (ver. 5.) 

Italso is to be noted, that the apostle mentions this as 
a thing done, before he speaks of the raising of Lazarus; 
not that it was done before his resurrection from the dead, 
as appears, xii. 3. but because it was done before he writ 
his Gospel, telling us when it was done in the chapter fol- 
lowing. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 4. This sickness is not Trpbc Savarov, to death.] 
i. e. Lazarus is permitted to be sick by the special provi- 
dence of God; not that he designs to take him out of the 
world by death, as he does other men, but that the Son of 
God might be glorified, by shewing his almighty power in 
raising him from the dead; by this declaring, that he hath 
given to the Son to have life in himself, and to quicken whom 
he will, (John v. 22. 26.) and therefore that he could fulfil his 
promise made to them that believed in him, that he would 
raise them up at the last day, (vi. 39, 40. 44. 54.) and so 
Christ expounds himself, ver. 25, 26. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 6. He abode still two days in the same place.] Not 
coming to Bethany till Lazarus had been dead four days, 
(ver. 17.) not only that the miraclo of his resurrection might 
be the greater, but also that all pretence of his being only 
in a dcliquium might be taken away. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 11. Our friend Lazarus KtKol/xnrai, sleepcth.] It -i^ 
is not only the death of good men which is compared to 
or styled a sleep, as, v. g. the death of Moses, Deut.xxxi. 
1G. of David, 2 Sam. vii. 12. Psal. iii. 13. but the phrase 
is used also of bad men, who arc said, vTrvuxrat vttvov 
ahrdv, to have slept their sleep, Psal. lxxvi. 5. to sleep hi 
the dust, Dan. xii. 2. and generally of the kings of Israel 
and Judah, that they slept with their fathers. So the word 
DT) he slept, is used, saith Buxtorf, by the Talmudists and 
rabbins; though, saith he, it is used by them with a parti- 
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cular respect to the bodies of pious men, whose death is but 
a sleep; and perhaps the ancient Jews might use this me- 
taphor as St. Paul doth, 1 Thess. iv. 13. in opposition to 
the heathens, who, having no expectation of the resurrec- 
tion of the body, styled death a perpetual sleep ; declaring, 
they expected to be raised out of it as certainly as they 
rose- from sleep;. and in allusion to this metaphor, Christ 
here saith, I go, l%vTrvlZ>uv abrbv, to awake him out of sleep, 
i. e. to raise him from the dead. 

[ 6 J Ver. 15. I&m glad that I was not there.] Who, had I 
been present, could not have seen my friend languishing, 
or resisted the importunity of his sisters to prevent his 
death ; but now by raising him, after he hath been four 
days dead, shall so confirm your faith that I am the Mes- 
siah, as that you need not doubt of it when I sufler death, 
as knowing my power to raise others, and therefore my 
own body from the dead, as I have told you I both can 
and will do, (ii. 19. x. 18.) 

[*] Ver. 19. Ilpoc rag vrepl Mapflav teal Maptav, To Martha 
and Mary.] Not to those that were about them/ as some 
render the words; for they could not come to them to com- 
fort them concerning their brother: and this use of the word 
-irtpi, with an article prefixed, is very common among the 
Greeks, in whom ol vapl UXdrwva is Plato, ol napi Upia/xov,. 
Priamus, ol irtpi $i\nnrqv m\ y A\l%av$pov, Philip and Alex- 
ander. (See Stephanus's Lexicon and Budacus.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 22. And now I know, whatsoever thou asketh of 
God he will give it thee.] Here Woltzogenius saith, her 
faith was weak, in that she believed not that Christ had in 
himself the power of doing this miracle ; and yet it is evi- 
dent, that the raising 1 one from the dead is a demonstration 
of a Divine power; and therefore can reside in him only, 
who hath the Divine essence residing in him. (See the 
note on v. 21.) Grotius here also saith, her faith was weak, 
because she only believed that Christ was prevalent with 
God, but not that the fulness of Divine power resided in him. 

[9] Vcr.'23. Thy brother shall arise.] For, (ver. 25.) I am 
the author of life, and of the resurrection, and therefore 
always can raise whom I will, when I will, from the dead; 
thou therefore mayest expect from my promise, that thy 
brother shall shortly be restored to life, and not only at 
the general resurrection. 

j-io] Ver. 33 'Evej3/>«jUTjaaTo r$ irvtvfxaTi, He groaned (or 
was moved) in his spirit.] Whence we learn, that human 
affections and commotions are not to be condemned as 
sinful, if they do not incline us to do any thing repugnant 
to piety or reason, but only to express our affection to our 
friend, or our compassion to mankind. (See the note on 
Luke xxii. 43.) - ' 

["] Ver. 34. Where have ye laid him?] This he must 
know, who knew all things, even the secret thoughts and 
affections of men; (xxi. 17.) and yet he thus asks, that he 
might be conducted by them to his sepulchre, that there 
might be no semblance of fraud or confederacy. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 39. TtTapTaioe yap l<m, He hath been dead four 
days.] In which time the visage of the dead began' to 
change in those countries, and all hopes of any return to 
life ceased. So Dr. Lightfoot from Maimonidcs and the 
Talmudists, They go to the sepulchres, and visit the dead 
for three days, for so long the spirit tvanders about the se- 
pulchre; but then they certify of the dead; for after three 
days his countenance is changed. 
vol. v. 



[ 13 ] Ver. 41, 42. Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard 
me.] Woltzogenius saith, it follows not from these words, 
that Christ requested any thing of the Father; God being, 
by an Hebraism, said to hear them to whom .he vouch- 
safed any benefit, though they did not ask it; (Psal. x. 17. 
Isa. lxv. 24.) there being no need that Christ should request 
that power, which, from his unction, he always had resid- 
ing in him, but only that he should thank the Father for it. 
But the words following, I know that thou dost hear me al- 
ways, seem plainly to imply a request; not indeed that he 
might receive power to raise Lazarus from the dead, for 
that he testifies he had already, (v. 22. 26.) but that this mi- 
racle might be efficacious .to confirm the faith of his apostles, 
and to convince the multitude, that he was a prophet sent 
from God, and did all things to promote his glory. 

[ M ] Ver. 43. He cried with a loud voice.] That it might 
appear to all, that even the dead were subject to his 
voice. 

[ 15 ] Ver. 44. Loose him, and let him go.] He* followed 
not Christ, that he might not seem to carry him about in 
triumph with him. , , 

[ l6 ] Ver. 47, 48. This man doeth many signs, — all men will 
believe on him.] For this very cause, that he did so many 
miracles, all salutary and tending to the good of men, and 
with such evidence of a Divine power, as was sufficient to 
draw all men to the faith, they should have owned him as 
the true Messiah; but the fear of the Romans induced 
them rather to cut him off, and by that very action they 
pulled that dreadful vengeance, executed by the Romans, 
down upon them. This is the just and usual effect of car- 
nal policy, exalting itself against the wisdom and the 
counsel of God. 

[ 17 ] Ver. 49. High-priest that same year.] The high-priest- 
hood by God's institution was to continue for the term of 
life ; but when the power was come into the hands of the 
Romans, they changed them at their pleasure, and so they 
came to be accounted such by years; yet, because this was 
done by a power, which they could not resist, and the high- 
priesthood still continued in the line of Aaron,, Christ him- 
self owns his power. 

[ 1S ] Ver. 51. Being high-priest that year, he prophesied, 
&c] i..e. In that year in which Christ was to suffer for the 
sins of the world : and he is said to prophesy, not that he 
designed to foretell that Christ was to suffer upon that ac- 
count, but because God so overruled his tongue, as that 
he should speak of the expedience of procuring our Sa- 
viour's death, in such. words as might be accommodated 
to the design of God in giving up our Saviour to the death. 

[ J9 ] Ver. 52. "Iva rUva — avvayayg ilg tv, That he might 
gather together in one the children of God.] i. e. Believers : 
for to as many as believed in him, he gave power to be- 
come the sons of God, (i. 12.) But note, that the gentiles 
are here called the sons of God, not that they were so at 
present, but that they were by faith to be made such, as 
our Lord calls them sheep, who were to hear his voice, 
x.'lG. 

[ eo ] Ver. 54. Jesus tvalkednot openly.] Instructing us by 
Jiis example, that it is lawful to avoid danger, by giving 
place to the fury of the enemy; and that it is wisdom to 
wLthdraw ourselves from it, rather than expose ourselves 
to unnecessary perils, by abiding within the teach of them, 
who are resolved upon our ruin. 

3N 
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[ n 3 Ver. 55. "Iva ay vfoucnv lavrovg, To purify themselves.'] 
They who committed sins, which wero to be expiated by 
sacrifices, wero not obliged to travel instantly to Jerusa- 
lem to offer them, but might defer the oblation to tho next 
feast, at which they wero obliged to be present ; and they 
.who entered on the vow of Nazarites did usually contrivo 
it so, as that it might concludo at one of those feasts; and 
therefore they aro said to como to Jerusalem before the 
feast, to purify themselves. 



CHAP. XIL 

1. JL HEN Jesus, [*] six days before the Passover, came to 
Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom 
he raised from the dead. 

2. There they made a [ 2 ] supper (for him); and Martha 
served : but Lazarus was one of them that sat at table 
with him. , 

3. Then [ 3 ] took Mary (sister to Lazarus) a pound of 
ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of 
Jesus; and wiped his feet with her hair : and the house was 
filled with the odour of the ointment. 

4. Then saith one of his disciples, (viz.) Judas [ 4 ] Is- 
cariot, Simon's son, which should (who was about to) be- 
tray him, 

5. Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred 
pence, and given to the poor? 

6. (And) this he said, not that he cared for the poor; 
but because he was a thief, and had the bag (or common 
purse of Christ and his apostles), and bare what was put 
therein ( and so out of so great a sum could have purloined 
much to his own use). 

7- Then said Jesus, Let her alone : against the day of my 
burial hath she kept this (she hath performed this as a fit 
ceremony for my burial, ivhich is nigh at hand). 

8. (Nor need ye be thus solicitous) for [ 5 ] the poc>r, (since 
them) ye have always with you, (and whenever you will 
you may do them good, Mark xiv. 7.) but me ye have not 
always (and therefore she did well in taking the present 
opportunity of shewing her affection to me). 

9. Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he (to 
wit, Lazarus) was there : and they came not for Jesus' sake 
only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had 
raised from the dead. 

10. But [ 6 ] the chief priests consulted that they might 
put Lazarus also to death; 

11. Because that by reason of him many of the Jews 
went away, and believed on Jesus. 

12. [ 7 ] On the next day much people that were come to 
the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jeru- 
salem, 

13. Took branches of palm-trees, and went forth to 
meet him, and cried, Hosanna : blessed is (he) the King of 
Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

14. And Jesus, when (sending his disciples for him) he 
had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written (of the 
Messiah, Zech. ix. 9.) 

15. Fear not, daughter of Sion : behold, thy King cometh, 
sitting upon an ass's colt. 

16. These things [ 8 ] understood not his disciples (to be 
spoken of him) at the first : but when Jesus was glorified, 



then remembered they that these things w T ere written of 
him, and that they had done theso things to him. 

17. Tho people .therefore that were with him when he 
called Lazarus out of his grave, and raised him from the 
dead, baro record (by their hosannas, that he teas the 
Christ). 

18. For this cause the people also methim,for that they 
heard that he had done this miracle. 

19. The pharisees therefore said among themselves, 
Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing (by all the opposition 
you have made against him? for) behold, the world is gone 
after him. i, , . , •. 

20. And there wero certain (devout) [ 9 ] Greeks among 
them that came up to worship at the feast : 

21. The same came therefore to Philip, who was of 
Bethsaida in Galilee (perhaps as to a person known to 
them, living in - Syrophcenicia), and desired him, saying, 
Sir, we would see Jesus. 

22. Philip cometh, and [*°] telleth Andrew: and again 
Andrew and Philip told Jesus. 

23. And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, 
that the Son of man should be [ u ] glorified (by the faith of 
the gentiles; but this will chiefly be after his resurrection: 
for,) \ 

24. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of 
wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone (with- 
out. increase): but if it die; it bringeth forth much fruit: 
(even so, after my death, shall I have much fruit among the 
gentiles, by my apostles sent to preach to, and to baptize, all 
nations.) 

25. (And in this my disciples must be ready to follow 
my example :for) he that lovcth his life (so as to reject me 
topreserve.it) shall lose it; and he that (seemingly) hateth 
his life in this world (by cleaving to me, with the loss of it) 
shall keep it to life eternal. 

26. If (therefore) any man (will) serve me, let him 
( take up his cross and) follow me ; and (then) where I am, 
there shall also my servant be : (for) if any man serve me, 
him will my Father honour (with a crown of glory, Rev. 
iii.21.) 

27. Now is my [ 12 ] soul troubled (at the apprehension of 
what I am to suffer) ; and what shall I say ? Father, save 
me from this hour (this nature would prompt me to) : but 
(this I cannot say, since) for this cause came I to this hour 
(that I might die for the sins of the world). 

28. (I therefore choose to say,) Father, glorify thy name 
(by this testimony of thy love to mankind). Then came 
there a voice from heaven, saying, [ 13 ] I have both glori- 
fied it (by the miracles done by thee in my name), and will 
glorify it again (by greater miracles). 

29. The people therefore that stood by, and heard it, 
said that it thundered (the voice being attended with 
thunder): others said, (That) an angel spake to him. 

30. Jesijs answered and said (to them), This voice 
came not because of me/fo satisfy me of the Divine fa- 
vour, or comfort me, against the agonies of death), but for 
your sake (that you might believe in me). 

31. Now is [ 14 ] the judgment of this world, (i. e. the time 
when they shall be convinced of sin, because they believe not 
in me, John xvi. 9. and of a future judgment; for) now 
shall the prince of this world be cast out (of his domi- 
nions). 
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32. And if (Gr. when) I be (am) [ 15 ] lifted up from the 
earth (upon the cross), I mil draw all men (i. e. men of all 
nations) to (believe in) roe. : 

33. This he said, signifying what death he should die. 
£4. The people answered him, [ ia ] We have heard out 

of the law that Christ (and his kingdom) abideth for ever: 
and how sayest thou (then, That) the Son of man must be 
lifted up (so as to die upon the cross)? who is this Son 
of man (that must die, seeing it thus appeareth by the law 
he cannot be the Clirist)? 

35. Then Jesus said to them, Yet a little while (he who) 
is the light ( of the world, is) with you. Walk (by the direc- 
tions of it) while ye have the light, lest [ 1T ] darkness come 
upon you (and you be led by your blind guides into the 
ditch)! for he that walketh in darkness knows not whi- 
ther he goes. 

36. (And, thai you may thus walk) while ye have light, 
believe in the light, that ye may be (treated, not as chil- 
dren of darkness cast out from, but as) the children of light 
(admitted to, his presence, who dwells in the light, and have 
the comforts and the blessings which belong to them). These 
things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself 
from them. 

37. But though he had done so many miracles before 
them, (yet) they believed not in him : 

38. (So) [ 18 ] that (by this infidelity) the saying (Gr. the 
word) of Esaias the prophet might be (was) fulfilled (in 
them ; or, this departure was to punish their blindness and 
hardness of heart, that the word of Esaias the prophet might 
be fulfilled in them;) which he spake, (saying,) Lord, who 
hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed ? ... 

39. (For) therefore they could not believe, because that 
(which) Esaias said again (was verified in them; viz.) 

40. [^] He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their 
hearts, (or, their eyes are blinded,°arid their hearts are 
hardened, see Matt. xiii. 14. Acts xxviii. 27.) that' they 
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their 
hearts, and be converted, and I should heal them. 

41. These things said Esaias (in the spirit), when he saw 
[*] his glory (viz* the glory of Christ), and spake of him. 

42. Nevertheless (this infidelity ivas not general, for not 
only among the people) but among [ 21 ] the chief rulers also 
many believed on him ; but because of the pharisecs they 
did not (openly) confess him, lest they should be put out 
of the synagogue : ' • 

43. For they loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God ; (i. e. they valued their reputation with men 
more than that honour which cometh of God only, John 
v.44.) 

44. Jesus (therefore) cried and said, He that believeth 
on me, believeth not [ 22 ] on me (only), but on him that 
sent me (also). 

45. And he that secth me (doing the works of God), 
t* 3 ] secth (also) him that sent me. 

46. I am [ 2 *] come a light into the world, that whosoever 
believeth in me should not abide in darkness (or be igno- 
rant of the way to happiness). 

47. A*d if any man hear my words, and believe (them) 
not, [ 25 ] I iudgc him not (i. e. I do not now condemn him): 
for I came not to judge ( i, e. condemn) the world, but to 
save the world, (John iii. 17.) 



48. He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, 
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, 
the same shall judge him at the last day. ' 

49. For I have not spoken of myself (without commission 
from afiove) ; but the Father which sent me, lie gave me 

commandment, what I should say, and what I should 
speak. ' V 

50. And I know that (obedience to) his commandment 
is (the way to) life everlasting: whatsoever I speak there- 
fore, even as the Father said to me, so I speak (and he 
will surely condemn those, who are disobedient to his word). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XII. 

[*] Ver. 1. IIPO v ?| wfxipuv tov 7ra<rxa, Six days before the 
Passover.'] So 2 Cor. xii. 2. irpb etwv SeKare<r<rapwv, fourteen 
years since ; Amos i. 1. irpb Svo trwv tov crttvfiov, two years 
before the earthquake : so in Plutarch, irpb rptwv hwv, three 
years before: in Numa, p. 61. in Popl. p. 101. in Rom. 
p. 23.' 

[ 2 ] Vqr. 2. Tliey made him a supper there.] This supper 
was different from that mentioned Matt. xxvi. 6. Mark 
xiv. 13. (1.) Because this was in the house of Lazarus, 
ver. 2. that in the house of Simon the leper, Matt. xxvi. 6. 
(2.) Here Mary anoints the feet of Christ, ver. 3. there a 
woman, not named, pours ointment on his head, Matt, 
xxvi. 7. (3.) This supper was 'six days before the Pass- 
over, ver. 1. that only two, Matt. xxvi. 2. Mark xiv. 11 
and if the suppers* were not the same, the Mary that 
anointed Christ's feet here, and the woman that anointed 
his head there, were not the same. 

[*] Ver. 3. Mary took a pound of ointment.] Mary, the 
sister of Lazarus; (see the note on xi. 2.) who is never 
called Mary Magdalene, nor is it ever said that Christ cast 
seven devils out of her. That they were divers women, we 
learn from the Apostolical Constitutions, which say, avvtjv 
yap •fifuv, Mapia i] MaySakrivrj, kal MapSa, koi Mapta, at dde\- 
<pal AaZapov,* there were with us, Mary Magdalene, and 
Martha and Mary, the sisters of Lazarus: and from Origen 
in these words, t The gospel, saith, there came a woman 
having an alabaster-box of ointment, &c. not the sinner, but 
Mary a holy woman ; Luke indeed speaks of the sinner, but 
Matthew, Mark, and John, speak of that Mary ivho was not 
a sinner: elsewhere he saith, Tliere were three Maries, one 
of whom Matthew and Mark, another of whom Luke, and 
a third of whom St. John here speaks. And Basil of Seleu- 
cia in his homily on Lazarus saith, ovk avn) rjv n iropvi) n 
iv T($ MarSa'ty ovSt 77 iv r$ Aovk£, this was not the Mary men- 
tioned by St. Matthew or St. Luke, for they were harlots or 
sinners, avrrj §1 atfxvrj Kal airovBaia, but she was a holy and 
honest woman : so also say Chrysostom, Euthymius, and 
Theophylkct, here. See Coteler. note in Constit. Apost. 
p. 204. and Casaub. Exercit. 14. ap. 242. ad p. 300. 
where he answers the arguments of Baronius to the con- 
trary. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 4. Judas.] He was permitted to be among the 
apostles, perhaps to teach us, (1.) that there should never 
be wanting bad men even in the highest places of the 
church: (2.) that we are to judge of the members of the 
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church, not from the evil lurking in their hearts, which we 
cannot discern, but from. their outward profession, this 
qualifying Judas for the Passover, if not for the participa- 
tion of the sacrament ; and, (3.) that inward ho!incs3 is not 
necessary to render the offices belonging to the ministerial 
function valid and effectual: for Judas preaches Christ, 
and is sent out to do it with the power of healing diseases, 
and casting out of devils, Matt. x. 1 — 10. (see the note 
there), though he had himself a devil; (John vi. 70.) nor 
is he excepted when Christ saith, He that receiveth you, 
receiveth me. . 

[ 5 ] Veri 8. You have the poor always with you> &c.] 
Hence it appears that the obligation of giving alms, and 
being charitable to the poor, hinders not our free expenses 
in doing honour to good men, as this woman doth here, 
and Joseph of Arimathea, and Nicodemus afterward in 
buying spices for the interment of our Lord, (xix. 39.) 

[ 6 ] Ver. 10. Tlie chief priests consulted to kill Lazarus also.'] 
To'destroy an innocent man without any crime laid against 
him, only to preserve their own honour and reputation. 
See here the infallible sentence of the rulers of the church. 
[ 7 ] Ver. 12. Ty liravpiov, On the next day.] % e. On the 
tenth day of Nisan, when the paschal lamb was taken up 
and reserved till the Passover, Christ, the true paschal 
lamb, co'meth up to Jerusalem: from this to the sixteenth 
verse,' see'the note on Matt, xxi.8 — 10. 

[ 8 ] Ver* 16. These things understood not his disciples at 
the first,'] To be done in completion of any prophecy con- 
cerning him; but when Jesus was advanced to the throne of 
his glory, and had shed upon them the Spirit of truth and 
illumination promised, they not only understood that these 
things were done according to the words of Zachary, (ix. 9.) 
but also that his kingdom was not to be of this world, but 
spiritual, or a dominion over the hearts and consciences of 
men, subdued to the obedience of the truth. Hence also 
we may learn the manner of the operation of the Holy 
Spirit, viz. by bringing those things to remembrance, which 
are requisite that we may know the truth, and be excited to 
perform our duty, and by enlightening thus our under- 
standings. 

P] Ver. 20. Certain Greeks that came up to worship at 
the feast.] Dr. Hammond thinks these Greeks were prose- 
lytes of the gate, at least, who worshipped the God of the 
Jews as the creator of heaven and earth, such as. were Cor- 
nelius and the treasurer of queen Candace; for these per- 
sons used to worship God in the court of the gentiles, and 
also to offer sacrifice to him : that such did come in Solo- 
mon's time, and would come afterward, we learn from his 
petition, that their prayers might be heard which they made 
in his temple^ 1 Kings viii. 41, 42. that they offered burnt- 
offerings, from Joscphus: for when Eleazer the zealot per- 
suaded the priests, j*rj§£voc a\\o<}>vXov Swpov *} Qvaiav irpoaSi- 
XtaSai,* not to receive the gift, or offering of any gentile, 
this (saith he) was done contrary to the ancient custom of 
the Jews; for the priests produced witnesses most tenacious, 
of their rites, deposing, on ttuvtzq oi rrpoyovot rag curb rwv 
aXXoycvwv Svatag a7rtStx 0VT0 'i - that all their ancestors re- 
ceived the sacrifices of other nations, and thought it absurd 
that the Jews only should exclude such from worshipping 
and sacrificing to their God. These Greeks, says Grotius, 
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seem to have been Syrophoenicians, perhaps dwelling 
about Tyre and Sidon, and so might easily be acquainted 
with the Galileans, with whom they had commerce, and 
with Philip of Bcthsaida,'to whom they came, ver. 21. 

[, 10 ] Ver. 22. Philip telleth Andrew.] Because Christ, 
when he sent them forth to preach, forbade them to go into 
the coasts of the gentiles, (Matt. ,x. 5.) and it was then a 
controversy among the Jews, whether the gentiles should 
be admitted to their sacra; and so they might doubt whe- 
ther such uncircumcised persons were to be admitted to 
converse with Jesus, and consult him first before they 
brought them to him. 

[ n ] Ver. 23. The hour is come that the Son of man shall 
be glorified.] i. e. That he, who is contemned by the Jews, 
his own people, to whom he was first sent, should be glo- 
rified by the gentiles. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 27. Now is my soul troubled, &c.] That they 
might not say that he had no dread of death/ or sense of 
pain to render sufferings distasteful to him, and so it was 
not to be expected that they who were deeply affected with 
these things should follow his example; he here shews he 
had the same natural concern for, these things others had, 
only he overruled it by a desire to promote hisFather's glory. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 28. I have both glorified it.] By the resurrec- 
tion of Lazarus, (xi. 4.) and by all the other miracles which 
I have given in testimony to thy mission; (ii. 11.) and I 
will glorify it again by thy resurrection and exaltation to 
the right hand of glory, (Acts iii. 13.) by the mission of the 
Holy Ghost upon the apostles, the witnesses of thy resur-r 
rection, (John xvi. 14.) and by giving thee a name above 
every name. (Eph. i. 20, 21. Phil. ii. 9, 10.) 

[ M ] Ver. 31. Now is the judgment of this world."] i. e. Now 
shall they of the world be condemned, who believe not in 
me: (ver. 47.). so the word tcplvzaQai imports, iii. 18, 19- 
xvi. 9. Now is the prince of this world cast out ; so is Satan 
called, because he had rendered the whole world, except 
the Jewish nation, subject to his idolatrous worship: (see 
the notes on 2 Cor. iv. 4. Eph. ii. 2. vi.12.) and he was 
eminently cast out by the Christians, when, through the 
name of Christ, they for three centuries expelled him from 
the temples and altars where he was worshipped, and from 
the bodies which he had possessed. (See the preface to 
the Epistles, §.18.) 

[ 1J ] Ver. 32. 'Eav tyuSw, If I be lifted up, I will draw all 
men after rne7\ 'Eav here signifies when: so Deut. vii. 1. 
lav S£ dvayayy, when the Lord hath brought you into the 
land; Judg. vi. 3. lav ioinipav, ivhen the Israelites solved ; 
lav nXrjpoySwm, when the number of thy days shall be ful- 
filled, 2 Sam. vii.. 12. Jer. iii. 16. (Sec the note on Heb. iii. 
7.) I will draw all men after me, by the power of my resur- 
rection, the mission of my Spirit, the excellency of my 
doctrine, and the miracles which shall attend the preach- 
ing of it; I will do what is sufficient to prevail with all men 
to believe in me, will actually engage many throughout all 
the parts of the world so to do, and render them who do 
not inexcusable. The event shews that Christ and the 
Father draw many who come not to him. (See vi. 44.) 

[ l6 ] Ver. 34. We have heard out of the law that Christ, 
abideth for ever.] That which they had learned from the 
prophets; they say they had heard out of the law, that word 
comprehending the whole Scriptures: (see xv. 25.) this 
they gathered partly from the prophets representing Christ's 
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kingdom as an everlasting kingdom, Dan. viL 14. from 
Ezekiel, saying, xxxvii. 25. My servant David shall be 
their King for ever, and of his government there shall be no 
end, Isa. ix. 7. and. from his promise, that he would not 
fail David, but cause km seed to endure for ever, Psal. 
lxxxix. 35, 36. But then these words hinder not the truth 
of those things, which the same prophets had foretold, of 
a body prepared, in which he was to suffer, having his hands 
and his feet pierced, Psal. xxii. 18. xl. 6. of his giving up 
his life a sacrifice for sin, Isa. liii. 2. 12. or the Messiah's 
being cut off, Dan. ix. 26. and these prophets having 
spoken not only of his sufferings, but also of his resurrec- 
tion, (Psal. xli. 10. Acts iii. 24.) and of his future glory , 
(1 Pet. i. 11.) they might easily, by comparing these things 
together, have removed this scruple, especially when he so 
oft had told them, and they so well remembered (Matt, xxvii. 
63.) he had said, that after three days he would rise again. 
[* 7 ] Ver. 35. Lest darkness come upon you, &c] As it did 
in a wonderful manner after the light of the gospel was taken 
from them, they sinning then, not only against all laws 
civil and sacred,. but even against the laws of nature in the 
vilest manner, as Josephus fully testifies : (see the note on 
Rom. H.l.) and from our Lord's exhortation to them here, 
to walk in the light, that they may be the children of the 
light, it is manifest Christ thought not God had. then so 
blinded their eyes that they could not see, or so deserted 
them that they could not walk in the light; for if so, he 
could not seriously have exhorted them to walk in the 
light, much less to do it so that they might become the chil- 
dren of light; for all exhortations to do that which it is 
impossible for them to do, by reason of a judicial act of 
God upon them, must be not only vain and delusory, but 
also contrary to the will of God. If you here say, Christ's 
exhortations must be as much in vain, supposing they had 
by their vicious habits contracted such a blindness, that 
seeing they would not see, as Seripture seems to testify they 
had : I answer, that this follows not; that blindness being 
not natural, but only moral, arising from their prejudices 
and ill affections to the light, and so might be deposed 
with them. And hence we find the Scripture frequently 
exhorting them w T ho in this moral sense had their eyes 
blinded, and their cars made deaf, to hearken, to believe, 
and be obedient to the truth. So Jer. vi. 10. To whom 
shall I speak, and give warning, that they may hear! behold, 
their ear is uncircumcised, that they cannot hearken: and 
yet it is said, ver. 8. Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest 
my soul depart from thee; and, .ver. 16. Stand ye in the 
way, and see, and ask ye for the old paths, where is the 
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest to your 
souls: yea, Christ himself saith, John viii, 43. Ye cannot 
hear my words; and yet, he adds, that he came into the 
world, and spake unto them, that they might be saved,hvke 
ix. 56. John xiii. 17, 18.. v.. 34. and reprehends them, be- 
cause they would not come to him, that they might have life, 
John v. 40. and that they would not be gathered by him, 
Luke xiii. 34. yea, the evangelist here, ver. 37. imputes it, 
to them as their great sin, that though Christ had done so 
many miracles among them, they believed not in him ;.yea, 
God himself still looks upon them as persons who might 
believe, fo> this was his commandment that they should be- 
lieve in him, this was the work which he expected from 
them, ver. 24. 



[ 18 ] Ver. 38. Tliat the saying ofEsaias the prophet might 
befulfilled.] Because these and the following words seem 
to. contain a very strange and uncomfortable doctrine, 'viz. 
that the infidelity even of God's own people, is to be re- 
solved not into the perverseness of their wills, of the evil 
dispositions of their hearts, but into the Divine predic- 
tions, or into a judicial blindness and obduration wrought 
by God upon them, which renders it impossible for them 
to believe; therefore, for explication of them,' let it be 
noted, 

First, That our blessed Lord in the immediate precedent 
verses, viz. 35, 36. doth passionately exhort these very 
persons to believe and walk according to the light; which 
is a certain evidence, our. Lord well knew his Father had 
not, by any of his actions or predictions, made it impos T 
sible for them to believe on him, or walk according to his 
doctrine; for if God had so blinded their eyes that- they 
could not see the light, or so hardened their hearts that they 
could not embrace it, Christ would not seriously have. ex- 
horted them to believe, "or walk according to it, and that 
so effectually, that they might become the children of light ; 
for every exhortation, to do a thing we know to be impos- 
sible must be vain : and he who, by it, seems to be desirous 
we should do that, which he knows we cannot, must de- 
lude us; and if he knows that God hath by some antecedent 
action rendered the thing impossible to be done, it must 
be also an exhortation repugnant to the will of God : now 
it is blasphemy to say the exhortations of the Son of God 
were vain, delusory, or contrary to hisFather's will. More- 
over our Saviour knew the Jews were capable of mercy 
and salvation by him, for he expressly says, God sent him 
into the world, that the world by him might be saved) John 
iii. 17. he makes this declaration,^^ things say I unto you 
that ye might be saved, John v. 34. and this inquiry, how 
oft would I have gathered you, and you would not? Luke 
xiii. 34. and says, ye will not come to me, that ye may have 
life, John v. 40. God himself would not have his words so 
understood, as if he were unwilling that the Jews should 
believe, or had by any of his actions rendered it impos- 
sible for them to do so, for this was his commandment, that 
they should believe on him whom he had sent,. John vi. 29. 
and why sent he his Son to seek, and to save that which was 
lost, even the lost sheep of the house of Israel, had he not 
truly been desirous that they should believe? The evan- 
gelist also and that good Spirit by which he did indite 
these words did not thus understand them; for he objects 
this to the Jews as their great crime, ver. 37. that though 
Christ had done so many miracles among them, yet they be- 
lieved not on him; whereas it. can be no man's sin not to 
do what he cannot do purely by reason of the act of God. 
These words must therefore have some other sense, than at 
first view they seem to bear. 

Secondly, Observe, that God's foreknowledge, sayings, 
and predictions, have no such influence on the will of man, 
as to lay on him a necessity to do what he foreknows or 
hath foretold he will do : for were it otherwise, (1.) all 
human actions must be necessary; for to that God who is 
omniscient, all things, both past, and present, and to come, 
are known: if then this knowledge of men's actions, which 
the , Scripture so plainly doth ascribe to God, did make 
them necessary, all human actions must be necessary/and 
so the freedom of them must be overthrown. (2.) Then vice 
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and virtue must be only empty names, we being capable 
of doing nothing which is blameworthy, or deserveth 
praise ; for who can blamo a person for doing only what 
ho could not help ; or judge him worthy of applause, who 
doth that only which he cannot avoid ? And/(3.) then must 
all future recompences bo discarded, it being visibly unjust 
to punish any man for that which it was never in his power 
to avoid ; and as unreasonable to reward him for that ac- 
tion which cannot be praiseworthy. We know that an 
almighty God is able so powerfully to work upon the hearts 
of men, as to convert them to himself; and it is natural to 
conceive, that a good God is ready to do all which he sees 
proper for that end : since then in some regard it must be 
true that God would have all men to be saved, what answer 
can be given to that inquiry, Wliy are not all mm actually 
saved? but this— that the Divine wisdom does not see it fit 
to lay restraints upon their actions, and to necessitate their 
wills to a compliance with his calls and invitations to turn 
to him. This answer I believe is true; but then it is an 
cvidenoe that God hath never by his prescience, or his pre- 
dictions, laid such restraints upon men's actions. 

When then it is said here, Therefore they could not be- 
lieve, because Esaias said; these words must bear this sense, 
Therefore they could not believe, because that was fulfilled 
upon them which Esaias said, or, it had happened to them 
as he had foretold: so xv. 24, 25. (see the note there,) They 
have hated me and my Father, a\X tva TrXrjpwfly 6 Xoyoc, 
but that the word might be fulfilled; i. e. but this hath hap- 
pened to, or been done by, them, that what was written in 
their law might be- fulfilled, viz. they hated me ivithout a 
cause; and this is the exposition of the Holy Ghost, who, 
Matt. xiii. 13, 14. saith from the mouth of Christ, TJierefore 
speak I to them in parables, because they seeing, sec not; and 
in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, Tfieir eyes have 
they closed, &c. 

[ J 9] Ver. 40. He hath blinded their eyes.'] Observe, that 
whereas our translation saith, He hath blinded their eyes, 
the word he is not in the original, which saith only thus 
T£ru<t>\(OK£v avrwv rove 6<j>Qa\}iovg, and maybe rendered, war- 
lice, or wickedness, hath blinded their eyes, as* we read, 
Wisd. ii. 21. or, (2.) the personal is here put for the im- 
personal, the active for the passive; i. e. He hath blinded 
their eyes, and hardened their hearts, for, their eyes are 
blinded, and their hearts hardened. To give you a plain 
instance of like nature, Isa. xliv. 18. in our translation we 
read thus, He hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and 
their hearts, that they cannot understand: and yet both the 
Greek and Chaldee paraphrast read them thus, a^juav- 
pjjOrivav, their eyes are shut and darkened, lest they should 
see : and that this is the true import of the prophet's words, 
not that God but Satan and their own evil dispositions 
had done this, is evidentfrom this consideration; that this 
is spoken to the shame of them who made and worshipped 
senseless images, (ver. 9.11.) and to convince them of their 
want of consideration, (ver. 19.) And that this must be the 
sense here, we learn, not only .from the Septuagint,.the 
Syriac, and the Arabic, which render these words of Isaiah 
thus, The heart of this people is waxed gross, and their eyes 
have they closed, lest they should see with their eyes; but 
also from our blessed Saviour, who, Matt. xiii. 15. and 
from St. Paul, who, Acts xxviii. 26, 27. exactly follow this 
translation of the words. 



f 20 ] Ver. 41. These things said Esaias, when he saiv his 
glory, &c] i.e. When ho saw the glory of the Lord Christ, 
not, as some Socinians contend, of God the Father: for, 

First, These words, his glory, and, he spake, of Mm, con- 
tain two pronouns, which are not in the words of the pro- 
phet, but only of the evangelist, and so must be referred to 
him, of whom the evangelist hero speaks; viz. to him who 
had done so many miracles among them, and to him, in 
whom they .believed not, (ver. 37.) and in whom thhj could 
not believe, (ver. 39.) , . 

Secondly, If those words, These things said Esaias t -when 
he saw his glory, are not to be understood of Christ, what 
use have they, of to what purpose do they here serve, there 
being no need to tell us, that Esaias then saw the glory of 
God the Father; or spake of him ? 

" Thirdly, Socinus well observes and proves, that the 
apostle's words do equally relate to both the passages pro- 
duced from Esaias; because he. saith not this, but these 
things said Esaias. Now it is evident, from the apostle 
Paul, Rom.x. 16. citing these words, and applying them 
to the gospel-times, that the first testimony relates to 
them, and from the contents of the whole fifty-third chap- 
ter that they relate to Christ's sufferings, and his future 
glory, as Schlictingius here grants, and consequently the 
words, these things spake Esaias, must induce us to believe, 
that he spake also in the other passage cited from him of 
the glory of the same person. Schlictingius therefore an- 
swers, that the prophet, by seeing the glory of God, is said 
also to see the glory of Christ, which was to fill the. whole 
earth ; for then was the earth replenished with his glory, 
when God by him did his admirable works, when he raised 
him from the dead, and placed him at his own right hand, 
subjecting all things to his feet; when Esaias in the Spirit 
saw his glory, John rightly says, he saw the glory of Christ, 
the glory of God and of Christ being so inseparably con- 
nected, as the means to the end, that the glory of Christ 
directly tends to the glory of God the Father. But against 
this evasion, it is observable, 

That the prophet, chap. liii. if he speaks at all of the 
glory of any person, as indeed he doth, ver. 10 — 12. speaks 
of such a one, who poured out his soul unto death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors, and bare the sin of many ; 
which words cannot refer at all to God the Father. 

Secondly, In the sixth chapter he speaks of one, whom 
he then saw sitting upon a throne high and lifted vp,and 
whose train filled the temple, (ver. 1.) and to whom the sera- 
phims cried, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the 
whole earth is full of his glory, (ver. 3.) He therefore 
speaketh not of any future glory, but of the glory he then 
saw, and of which the seraphims then sang. And who can 
reasonably think the prophet should cry out, ver. 5. Woe is 
me, because I have seen the King, the Lord of hosts! only 
because he had seen a vision of a mere man, who had as 
yet no being ? However, 

Thirdly, Seeing the prophet is so express in it, that it was 
Jehovah-Zebaoth, the Lord of hosts, the king Jehovah, 
whose glory he then saw, and of whose glory the angels 
then sang; and yet the evangelist declares he spake these 
things when he saw the glory of Christ — it follows, that 
Christ must be one with this Jehovah. 

[ S1 ] Ver. 42. Of the chief priests many believed on him.'] 
i. e. They were inwardly convinced he was the Christ, 
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though they durst not openly confess this faith, lest they 
should be rendered infamous by being turned out of the sy- 
nagogue, and so their faith was insufficient in one great 
requisite, confession of it being made with the mouth unto 
salvation. (Rom. x. 9. Matt. x. 32.) 

[**] Ver. 44. Believeth not on me] Only, but in him also 
who hath set his seal to the testimony of me : (John iii.33.) 
so the word only is to be understood, when Christ saith, 
He that receiveth me, receiveth not me: (Mark ix. 37.) and 
when St. Peter saith to Ananias, Thou hast not lied to man, 
but to God: (Acts v. 4.) St. Paul, He that despiseth us, de- 
spiseth not man, but God: (1 Thess. iv. 8.) and this addition 
is here necessary, to avoid a contradiction in these words, 
He that believeth in me, believeth not in- me* (2.) Because 
Christ so expressly doth require his disciples to believe in 
him, saying, xiv. 1. Ye believe in God, believe also in me; 
it is added, He believes also in him that sent me, to express 
the dignity and excellency of this faith, and the dreadful 
effects of incredulity, since he that believes not makes God 
a liar. (1 John v. 10.) 

[* 3 ] Ver. 45. He that seeth me, seeth him tliat sent me.] See 
the note on xiv. 9. 

[ 21 ] Ver. 4G. I am come a light into the world.'] That he 
who believeth in me, and embraceth my doctrine, may not 
abide in darkness, i. e. in ignorance of the way of life, nor 
be east ont into outer darkness, as the Jews will be for their 
incredulity. (Matt. viii. 12.) 

[**] Ver. 47, 48. 1 judge him not.~] i. e. I pass not on him 
the decretory sentence here on earth, where I am to per- 
form the office of a prophet, not a judge; (viii. 15.) yet let 
him know he shall hereafter be judged, and have the sen- 
tence passed upon him, according to that doctrine which I 
preach, and be punished by God for contempt of it, because 
the words I speak, J speak not of myself; but as he gave me 
a commandment, so I speak. " Christ neither doth nor could 
deny that he would judge all men at the last day, because 
he had declared the Father had committed all judgment to 
the Son, (John v. 27.) and had given him power to raise 
them up and judge them at the last day, (ver. 2G, 27.) but 
only doth deny that he was to assume this office whilst he 
was on earth. 



CHAR XIII. 

1. J^l OW, before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus 
knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of 
this world to the Father, having loyed his own (apostles) 
which were in the world, [ x ] he loved them unto the end (or 
close of his life). 

2. And [ 2 ] supper (time) being ended (Gr. come), (the 
devil having now put (it) into the heart of Judas Iseariot, 
Simon's son, to betray him,) 

3. Jesus knowing (his great dignity, in) that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, and that he was [ 3 ] come 
(Gr. come forth) from God, and went to God; 

4. He (to shew an admirable example of humility) riseth 
from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, 
and girded himself (after the manner of a servant). 

5. After that he poured water into a basin, and began to 
[*] wash the disciples* feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
wherewith he was girded. 



G. Then eometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith to 
.him, Lord, dost thou (think I can suffer thee to) wash 
my feet? 

7. Jesus answered and said to him, (For) what (end) I 
do (this) thou [ 5 ] knowest not now; but thou shalt know 
hereafter, (when I have performed this ceremony, ver. 12. 15.) 

8. Peter saith to him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. 
Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not (if thy heart and 
thy affections be not purified by me); thou hast no part with 
me (thou wilt not be fitted for my service, or receive any be- 
nefit by me). 

9. Simon Peter saith to him, Lord, (if this washing be so' 
necessary to that end, wash) not my feet only, but also my 
hands and my head. 

10. Jesus saith to him, He that is washed (i. e. truly 
sanctified and cleansed once) [ 6 ] needeth not, save to wash 
his feet (his heart and his affections), but (if he still keep 
them pure and rightly inclined) is clean every whit (in all- 
his thoughts and actions proceeding from them): and ye 
are (in a good measure clean), but not all, (Judas being 
full offilthiness; this exceptio?i he made) 

11. For (because) he knew who should betray him: 
therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 

12. So after he had washed their feet, and taken his gar- 
ments (which he had laid aside in order to that work), and 
was sat down again, he said to them, Know ye what I have 
done to you? 

13. Te call me \J] Master, and Lord: and ye say well 
(L e. what is right) ; for so I am. 

14. If I then, (who am) your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet; [ 8 ] ye also ought to wash one another's 
feet (i. e. to be as ready to do the meanest office to other 
Christians). 

15. For I (by doing this) have given .you.an example, 
that ye should do (to others) &s I have done to you. 

1G. Verily, verily, I say to you, The servant is not 
greater than his lord: neither (is) he that is sent greater 
than he that sent him (and therefore you, my servants, 
whom I send to preach the gospel to all nations, ought not to 
think it beneath you to do to others what I your Lord, from 
whom ye receive your commission, do to you). * 

17. If ye know these things, (that knowledge, without a 
suitable practice, will only aggravate your doom; but) 
happy are ye if ye do them. 

18. (And when I spake of your being happy) I speak not 
of you all ; (for) I [ 9 ] know whom I have chosen (i. e. what 
is the inward disposition of them) : but (one of them is, so- 
disposed towards me) that the Scripture may be fulfilled, 
( which saith, Psal. xli. 9.) He that eateth bread with me* 
(as my familiar friend) hath lifted up his heel against me. 

19. Now I tell you (of this) before it come (to pass),- 
that when it is come to pass, [ 10 ] ye may believe that I am 
he' (who searcheth all hearts, and also am the Son of David, 
to whom these things belong. 

20. And, believing this, you will see cause sufficient to go 
on cheerfully in my service; for) verily, verily, I say to you, 
He that receiveth whomsoever I send (shall be esteemed as 
one that) receiveth me; and he that receiveth me (as one 
that) receiveth him that sent me. 

21. When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in (his) 
• spirit, (partly at the apprehension of his sufferings, and 
I partly at the vileness and pernicious consequences of the 
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fact), and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say to you, 
That one of you shall betray me. 

22. Then the disciples looked ono on another, doubting 
of whom he spake (this). 

• 23. Now there was leaning on Jesus's bosom one of his 
disciples whom Jesus loved (viz. St. John). 

24. Simon Peter therefore [»] beckoned to him, that he 
should ask who it should be of whom he spake. 

25. He then lying on Jesus's breast, saith to him (with a 
low voice), Lord, who is it? 

2G. Jesus answered ( him), He it is to whom I shall give 
a sop, when I have dipped it (in the dish). And when he 
had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of 
Simon. 

, 27. And after the sop [ 12 ] Satan entered (more fully) 
intohira. Then said Jesus to him, [»] What thou doest 
(thou mayest) do, quickly (as soon as thou wilt, for I am 
ready to suffer). 

28. Now no man at the table (save St. John) knew for 
what intent he spake this to him. 

29. For some of them thought, because Judas had the 
bag, that Jesus had said to him, Buy those things that we 
have need of againstthe (paschal) feast ; or, that he should 
[ H ] give something to the poor. 

30. He then, having received the sop, went immediately 
out (to accomplish his design): and it was night (when he 
did so). 

31. Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, [ u ] Now 
is the Son of man (to suffer, and then to be) glorified, 
(Luke xxiv. 2G. Hcb.ii. 9.) and God is (to be) glorified in 
him ( thus suffering for the salvation of mankind). 

32. [ 16 ] If God be glorified in (and by) him, God shall 
also glorify him in himself, ffcy committing all things to his 
hands, and seating him at the right hand of majesty and 
power, John xvii. 5.) and shall straightway (thus) glo- 
rify, him. 

33. Little children, yet a little [ 1T ] while I am with you. 
( And then) ye shall seek me : and as I said (before) to the 
Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you, 
(ye cannot come now till your work on earth be finished, 
ver. 36. and I have prepared mansions in heaven for you, 
John xiv. 2.) 

34. A new commandment I give to you (to be continually 
observed by all my disciples), That ye love one another 
(after my example, who lay down my life for you, requiring) 
[ 18 ] as I have loved you, that ye also (so) love one 
another. 

35. By [ 19 ] this shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples, if ye (thus) love one another. 

30. Simon Peter said to him, Lord, whither goest thou? 
Jesus answered him, Whither I go,[ 20 ] thou canst not follow 
me now (as being not yet prepared to suffer for my sake) ; 
but thou shalt follow me afterward (and suffer on the 
cross as I do). 

37. PetCT said to him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee 
now ? I will lay down my life for thy sake. 

3S. Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for 
my sake ? Verily, verily, I say to thee, [ 12 ] The cock shall 
not crow (i. e. it shall not be the time of cock-crowing) till 
thou hast denied me thrice. 



ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIII. 

I 1 ] Ver. 1. HE loved them to the end.] u e. To the close 
of his life, and shewed this affection to them by washing 
their feet. This passage therefore can afford no argument, 
that the regenerate can never fall away, because Christ 
speaks not of the choosing any to salvation, but only of 
those, whom he had chosen out of the world to be his 
apostles, (xv. 19.) nor of his loveof them to the end of 
their lives, but of his own. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. And supper being ended.'} That this was not the 
paschal supper, but a supper they were at before the feast 
of the Passover, ver. 1. see fully proved in the appendix to 
the fourteenth chapter of St. Mark, answer to objection 
the second. To the arguments there offered for this pur- 
pose add, that at this supper Christ only privately dis- 
coversthe traitor to St. John, (ver. 25, 2G.) whereas at the 
paschal supper he makes him known openly to them all: 
(Matt. xxvi. 25. Luke xxii. 21.) here he discovers him to 
St. John, by giving him a sop, which he had dipped in. the 
dish, (ver. 2G.) there he discovers him to the rest by this, 
that his hand was with him in the dish. (Matt. xxvi. 23. 
Mark xiv. 20.) Against what is here said it may be objected, 
that Christ here saith, (ver. 38.) Tlte cock shall not crow 
before thou hast denied me thrice: now this seems to have 
been said at Christ's last Passover. To this I answer, that 
when Christ said this to Peter elsewhere, he always adds the 
circumstance of time, cither lv ravrg rjf wkt\, the cock shall 
not crow this night, (Matt. xxvi. 34. Mark xiv. 30.) or 
<ri}fxzpov,this day; (Luke xxii. 34.) whereas here no circum- 
stance of time is added, which makes it probable the 
words here were not spoken at the same time. 

Secondly, The words here were spoken upon occasion of 
St. Peter's answer to these words of Christ, Whither I go, 
thou canst not follow me now ; (ver. 36.) but the like words 
in St. Matthew and St. Mark were spoken upon the occa- 
sion of our Lord's prediction, that they should all be scanda- 
lized at him that night, (Matt. xxvi. 31. Mark xiv. 27.) and 
in St. Luke, upon occasion of Christ's saying to Peter in 
particular, Satan hath desired to winnow thee, (Luke xxii. 
31, 32.) which makes it farther probable, that these words 
here were spoken at a different time. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 3. Jesus knowing, 5n a-tro Qtov *£>iX0£, teal vpbg Sebv 
mrayu, that he came out from God, and went to God.] So 
xvi. 28. I came out from the Father, and am come into the 
world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. Now 
seeing it is certain, that he left the world, and went to the 
Father, by ascending from the earth to the .highest heavens ; 
must not the opposition require, that he came out from the 
Father into, the world, by coming from heaven to earth? 
For these two are opposite by commutation of terms : the 
term from which in the one, being the term to which in the 
other; which opposition is wholly lost, by saying, with the 
Socinians, that Christ is said to come forth from God, or 
from the Father, only because he came as his legate or am- 
bassador, and was made known to. the world by his cre- 
dentials, the miracles done by him in his Father's name. 
Moreover, according to this exposition, the opposite term, 
his going to God, and to the Father, must import his ceas- 
ing to be his legate, or to make himself known by the mira- 
cles done by a power derived from his Father; whereas 
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he, after his ascension, made himself still thus more known 
to the world. Add to this, that the prophets of old, and 
Moses especially, were God's messengers, and made them- 
selves known to the world by miracles done by God, as 
their credentials, and so were after them the apostles in 
like manner the legates and ambassadors of God and Christ; 
but yet it never was nor could be said of them, or any of 
them, I went forth from God, and from the Father, and 
came into the world; which shews, this phrase is proper 
to our Lord; and so the reason of it must be peculiar to 
him alone. 

Obj. 1. The apostles believed, that Christ came forth 
from God, (John xvi. 30. xvii. 8.) but yet they believed 
not that he had a Divine essence. 

Ans. What reason have the Socinians to say this so con- 
fidently of the apostles, who not only saw him do such 
mighty miracles, as argued a Divine power in him, and 
whom he charges so often to believe, that he was in the 
Father, and the Father in him, but also did themselves 
cast out devils, and heal diseases in his name throughout 
Judea, when he was absent from them: this being a proof 
to them, that he, though absent from them in body, was 
always present with them by his power? What reason have 
they to conclude this from the places cited, since in the first, 
they argue thus from his omniscience, an attribute insepara- 
ble from* the Divine nature, saying, Now we perceive that 
thou knowest all things; and h rovry, by this we believe 
thou earnest forth from God: in the second, they hear him 
saying, Father, glorify me with the glory I had with thee be- 
fore the ivorld was, ver. 5. and, ver. 7. are said to know, 
that all things which the Father had given him, even the 
power to do and know all things, were of God; and thence 
are said to know, that he truly or indeed came from God. 

Obj. 2. But how can God be said to come from God into 
the world, when he is always in the heavens ; or, to leave 
the world, and go to the Father ? 

Ans. 1. To this our Saviour partly himself answers, by 
saying, that he was in heaven, even then when he says, he 
came down from heaven. (Sec the note on iii. 13.) 

2. I have observed, note on iii. 13. that as to his Divine 
nature, he is said to descend from heaven, not by a local 
descent, or by quitting heaven, but only by the manifesta- 
tion of himself upon earth; and in this sense God himself 
is often said to descend from heaven, when by any Divino 
work done on earth he demonstrates his presence there : 
and he is also said to ascend again into heaven afterward. 
Why therefore may not God the Word be said to descend 
from heaven, and even dwell with men, as God is said to 
dwell in the tabernacle and in the temple, when the Logos 
dwelt in the human nature upon earth, and manifested his 
glory in it; and also to leave the world, and go to the Fa- 
ther, not only as properly doing this by the exaltation of 
the human nature, but as doing all his Divine works now 
from heaven, where he sits in the majesty and glory of the 
Father? * 

[ 4 ] Ver. 5. And he began to wash his disciples' feet. 1 Great 
is this instance of humility, if we consider (1.) the dignity 
of the person expressed in the foregoing words ; (2.) the 
action itself, with the circumstances of it: for (1.) Christ 
lays aside his garment, and he girds himself , as Philo saith 
servants used to do when they ministered to their masters. 
(2.) He actually washed his disciples' feet, which also ser- 

vol. v. 



vants did to their masters when they came from a journey, 
to cleanse them from the dirt, and to refresh them; (1 Tim. 
v. 10.) according to those words of Abigail to David, Let 
me be a servant to wash the feet of my lord; (l.Sam. xxv. 
41.) and which superiors did not do to inferiors. (See Dr. 
Lightfoot on the place.) 

[ 5 J Ver. 7. What I do, thou knowest not now; but thou 
shalt know hereafter.] After the ceremony is finished, I shall 
tell thee, it was intended as an example of that humility, 
which I would have you shew, in ministering to the mean- 
est Christians; though you in station and office be superior" 
to them. It farther may be gathered from those words, 
ver. 8. If I wash thee not, thou hast no part in me, or, wilt 
receive no benefit by me; and from the purity, mentioned 
ver. 10. that Christ intended also by this rite, that purity of 
mind and of affection, which he required of all those who 
belonged to him, and which he would increase in them by 
his word and Spirit, (Eph. v. 26.) and which in Scripturq 
was usually represented by washing and pouring of water, 
as in those words, Isa. i. 17. Wash ye, KaOapol yivtaOs, be ye 
clean; and in that promise, Ezek. xxxvi. 35. I will pour, 
clean water upon you, koi Kafla/xaSfaere, and ye shall be 
cleansed from your iniqinties. . - : ■ 

[ 6 ] Ver. 10. Needeth not, save to wash his feet.] Because 
they only gather dirt and gravel in a journey. So in tha 
metaphor, in our travel through the world, all the defile- 
ment we contract arises from our misplaced or our immo- 
derate affections, love, desire, fear, aversion, hatred. The 
Jewish priests were to wash their hands as well as feet 
when they offered sacrifice to God, (Exod.xxx.19,) because 
their hands were chiefly employed in that work, and so their 
hands unwashed were said to be unconsecrated, common or, 
unclean. (Maimonides tr. de M&Vl. Templi, cap. 1. §. 6. et 
tr. 3. cap. 5. §. 1.) The apostles are required only to wash 
their feet, their business being to travel through the world, 
preaching the gospel. Note also, that Christ washed the 
feet of Judas; for he was present at this rite, and is not 
said to be excepted: only Christ here saith, this washing. 
did not make him clean. 

[7] Ver. 13. Ye call me Master and Lord.} Your Master 
by teaching, and your Lord by commanding: so Grotius. 
But 6 Kvpiog, the word Lord here seems to import the Lord* 
from heaven, (ver. 1.) or him, who is Lord of all; in which 
sense, to us Christians, there is but one Lord. (Acts ii. 36. 
1 Cor. viii. 6.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 14. Ye ought to xyash one another's feet.] .Not in 
the literal sense, by doing this once a year; but in the spi- 
ritual, by being always ready to do any service, by which 
we may promote the welfare, and advance the purity, of any 
member of the church : for the servant is not above his lord. 

p] Ver. 18. I know whom I have chosen.} Christ speaks 
not here of an election to faith, and by it to salvation; that 
being constantly in Scripture ascribed to God the Father, 
not to Christ acting as his prophet, but of being chosen to 
the office of an apostle ; nor does he intend hero to say," that 
he had chosen some of his apostles, and not others : for he 
owns that he had chosen Ju(Jas, by saying, Have I not 
chosen twelve, and one of them is a devil? (vi. 70,) The im- 
port of these words seems therefore to be this— I know the 
temper and disposition of them whom I have chosen, and 
what I may expect from one of them; for which cause 1 „ 
said, You are not all dean; but God in his wisdom hath 

30 
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permitted this, that as Ahithophcl betrayed David, though 
he was his familiar friend; so Judas, my familiar at my 
table, might betray the Son of God; aud so the words 
recorded, Psal. xli. 9. might bo fulfilled in him also, of 
whom king David was the type. 

Hath lifted vp n)v irrlovav avrov, his heel against me.] Thc- 
ophylact hero notes, that this is a metaphor taken £71-0 rdv 
ira\ai6vrtov,from wrestlers; others from racers, who follow- 
ing others, endeavour to trip up their heels, and throw them 
down: so Esau said of Jacob, who had his name from the 
word Akab, here used, Is he not rightly called Jacob, Iwrip- 
vttt yan fit, for he hath (ripped up my heels, or overthrown 
me, twice? Gen. xxvii. 36. and Jer. ix. 4. Even/brother 
will supplant, irrlpvy impviii, he with his heel will trip up 
his brothers heels. 

j-ioj Ver. 19. That when it comes to pass, ye may believe, 
on tyw ufii, that I am.] Not only that I am the Christ, as 
viii. 24. but also, that I am he, who searcheth the hearts, 
and knows things future and contingent, which is the pro- 
perty of God alone; (1 Kings viii. 30. Isa. xli. 22, 23.) and 
so believing in me, may believe also in him that sent me, 
ver. 20. (See Examcn Millii.) 

["] Ver. 24. Simon Peter beckons to liim that he should 
ash] That all mentioned from this to the twenty-seventh 
verse was done secretly; Simon only nodding to John, he 
speaking to Christ only in his car, and Christ so answering, 
that he only understood his words ; is plain from this, that 
no man at the table knew for what intent Christ said to 
Judas, What thou doest, do quickly, save St. John, ver. 27. 

[ l2 J Ver. 27. Satan entered into him.] Non secundum 
substantiam sed secundum operationem, saith St. Jerome; 
L e. not as to the substance, bat as to the operation, as 
he is said to do, when the will is fully inclined to obey 
his motions, and we do not resist them: but of this, see 
the note on Luke xxii. 3. 

[ 13 ] What thou doest, do quickly.] This is not a command 
to Judas to go on with his wicked enterprise, but only a 
declaration made by Christ of his readiness to suffer death, 
as in the paraphrase. , So Ezek. xx. 39. Go ye, serve ye 
every one his idols. 

[ M ] Ver. 29. That he should give something to the poor.] 
This charity seems to be the proper business at a feast, 
Esther ix. 22. 

[ I5 ] Ver. 31. Noiv is the Son of man glorified, &c] The 
context scemeth to require the sense given in the para- 
phrase : and then the passive aorist is put for the future, as 
ov (in $\$y, will he not come? xi. 56. IfiXi'iOri, he shall be 
^ cast out, xv. 6. (See Glass, de Vcrbo, can. 47.) Or else 
the sense maybe given thus, Hitherto hath the Son of man 
been glorified by his doctrine and his miracles, by which he 
hath fully proved his mission; and God hath been glorified 
by them both; he having still done and spoken them in his 
Father's name. (See Examcn Millii.) 

[ lG J Ver. 32. Jf God be glorified in him, God will glorify 
him, lv lavry, in himself] By signs done in the heaven and 
the earth, which shall force men to say even at his death, 
Tridy this was the Son of God, (Matt, xxvii. 45. 51. 54.) 
by his glorious resurrection and ascension, and session at 
his own right hand, by giving him all power in heaven and 
earth, and a name above every name. (Phil. ii. 9.) And 
this he will presently begin to do: so that you seeing such 
admirable circumstances of my passion, and such a glo- 



rious issue of it, may go on cheerfully in preaching tfiy 
gospel, expecting my power to assist you in the work, 
and a full reward of all your sufferings for my sake. 

[ u ] Ver. 33. Yet a little while am I with you.] i. e. By 
my bodily presence; for he had promised to abide for ever 
with them by his Spirit, (xiv. 1G.) and his Divine presence. 
(Matt, xxviii. 20.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 34. As I have loved you.] Even to the shedding 
of my blood for you, and even for mine enemies; not with 
respect to any merit on their part, or any advantage on 
mine, but out of pure affection to their souls: this is the 
love you are to imitate in your affection one to another. 

[ 19 ] Ver. 35. By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples.] The disciples of the Baptist were known by the 
austerity of their lives; the disciples of the pharisees by 
their habit and separation from other men ; Christ will havo 
his disciples known by their profound affection to each 
other, which in the primitive ages was so great, that it 
made the heathens* with admiration to cry out, * Vide ut 
invicem so diligunt," See how they love one another; and 
even to hate and envy them for their brotherly affection. 
Hence Julian proposes them to the heathens as a fit pat- 
tern for their imitation. 

[ 20 ] Ver. 36. Thou canst not follow me now.]i.e. In my 
sufferings, till by the descent of the Holy Ghost upon thee 
thou art strengthened. 

[ 21 ] Ver. 38. Before the cock crow.] viz. In the morning, 
styled emphatically, the cock-crowing. (See the note on 
Matt, xx vi. 34.) 

CHAP. XIV. 

1- JLiET not your hearts be troubled : [ l ] yc believe in 
God, believe also in me, ( who am one with the Father, and 
to whom all power is committed: see Johnx. 30. 38.) 

2. In my Father's house are many [ 2 ] mansions (sufficient 
to receive you, and all that believe in me, to eternal life): 
if it were not so, I would have told you, (that no such man- 
sions were to be expected; but now) I go [ 3 ] to prepare a 
place for you. 

3. And if I go and prepare (when I shall have gone and 
prepared) a place for you, [*] I will come again, and receive 
you to myself; that where I am, (there) ye may be also. 

4. And whither I go ye know (for I have told yon I go 
to my Father), and the way yc know (for I am the way, 
ver. G. and the teacher of it; by observing whose words you 
xvill come to me). 

5. Thomas saith to him, Lord, we know not whither 
thou gocst; and how (then) can we know the wayffo 
thee)? 

6. Jesus saith to him, [ 5 ] I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life (by teaching that way of saving truth tvhicft 
leadeth to life eternal): no man comcth to the Father, but 
by (faith in) me (and by observance of my word). 

7. [ 6 ] If yc had (fully) known me, ye should have known 
my Father also (who is in me, and is made visible by his 
ivorks done by me): and from henceforth (from the time I 
have been with you) ye (have) know (n) hiin (by his word), 
and have seen him (by his works). 



* Terial. Apal. cap. 39. " SJc mutao, qaod doleiis, amoro diliginms. Sic nos, 
quod JaYidelis, fralres roeainas." Miautius, p, 35, 36. 
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8. Philip saith to him, Lord, shew us the Father (as he 
was seen by Moses and the Israelites, at the giving of the 
lawy in glorious symbols of his presence), and it sufficeth us. 

9. Jesus saith to him, Have I been so long with you, 
and yet hast thou not known ine, Philip ? he that hath seen 
me hath seen (in me the works of) the Father (by which 
only he is visible); and how sayest thou then, Shew us the 
Father (as if thou hadst not seen him, or could see him 
otherwise) ? » 

10. Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in mc (by his Spirit enabling me to speak the words 
and do the works of God)? the words that I speak to you 
I speak not of myself: (sec note on viii. 14.) but the Father, 
that dwelleth in me (by the Spirit, John iii. 34.) he doeth 
the works (by which my prophetic office is confirmed). 

11. Believe me that I am (thus) in the Father, and the 
Father in me ; or else (if thou believest not for my own 
sake) believe me for the very works' sake (which, are done 
by the power and spirit of the Father). 

12. Verily, verily, I say to you, He that believeth on 
me, the works that I do shall he do also; [7] and greater 
works than these shall he do; because I go to my Father 
(to send the Holy Ghost to enable them to do them). 

13. And [ 8 ] whatsoever ye shall ask in my name (for 
the promotion of the gospel), that will I (thus enable yon to) 
do, that the Father may be glorified in (by) the Son 
(sending the Holy Ghost upon you from the Father). 

14. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 

15. If yc love me, (express the sincerity of that love, so 
as to) keep my commandments : 

16. And (then) I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you p] another Comforter (even the Holy Ghost), that he 
may abide with you (and those that shall succeed you) 
for ever; 

17. Even the Spirit of truth ; whom the world cannot re- 
ceive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him (they 
having no experience of his presence with them, or of his 
sanctifying operations on them, by ivhich alone he can be 
seen or known; for being a holy Spirit, he cannot abide 
with unholy souls): but yc (who are sanctified by him) 
know him ; for he dwelleth with you, and shall bo in you. 

18. I will not leave you comfortless : I will come to you 
(by his Spirit). 

19. Yet a little while, and the world sccth me no more; 
but ye (shall) see me, (i* e. shall find experimentally my 
presence with you; for) [ 10 ] because I live, ye (in the 
midst of all the perils and prosecutions of the world) shall 
live also. (2 Cor. iv. 10, 11.) 

20. ["] At that day ( that I send this Comforter) ye 
shall know that I am in my Father (by receiving this Spirit 
from him), and ye in me, and I in you (by this Spirit com- 
municated from me your head, to unite you my members 
to me). 

21. He that hath my commandments, and kcepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth mc shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, [ 12 ] and will mani- 
fest myself to him (by the presence and illuminations of 
this Spirit of truth). 

22. Judas saith to him, not (he that ivas named) Isca- 
riot, Lord (seeing thou art to be a glorious King over us 
and all the nations of the world), [ 13 ] how is it that thou 
wilt manifest thyself to us, and not to the world? 



23. Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love 
me, he will keep my words ; and (then) my Father will 
love him, [ w ] and we will come to him, and make our 
abode with him (by the Spirit of the Father and the Son 
dwelling in him). 

24. He that loveth me not (as the world doth not) keep- 
eth not my sayings (and so can neither know me 7ior my 
Father), and (so cannot be loved by us; for) the word 
which you hear is not (originally) mine, but the Father's 
which sent me (and it is only obedience to it that pro- 
cures his and my love). 

25. These things have I spoken unto* you, being yet pre- 
sent with you. 

2G. But the [ 1S ] Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my name (i. e. as my Spirit, 
to act in my name and for my honour), he shall teach you 
all things (which are requisite to be known by you, and 
taught to others), and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said to you. 

27. [ 16 ] Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you (by giving you that Spirit whose fruits are joy and 
peace): not as the world giveth (peace,when they part from 
their friends, by ivishing to them that peace which they do 
not heartily desire, or are. not able to impart), give' J (it) 
to you, (but effectually ; and therefore) let not your heart 
be troubled (at my departure), neither let it be afraid 
(what may befal you when I am gone). 

28. Ye have heard how I said to you, I go away, and 
come again to you (but for a little while). If you loved 
me ( and my advancement as affectionately and wisely as ye 
ought to do), ye would rejoice, because I said, I go to the 
Father; for [ n ] my Father is greater than I. , 

29. And [ 18 j now I have told you before it come to pass, 
(that lam going to the Father to send tlte Comforter to 
you), that, when it is come to pass, ye might ( have greater 
reason to) believe (in me). 

30. Hereafter I will not talk much with you : for [ 19 ] the 
prince of this world (Satan) cometh (by his agents, the 
rulers of the Jews, to take away my life), and hath nothing 
in me, (no power over me to inflict death upon me on the 
account of sin, as he hath over others, Heb. ii. 14.^) 

31. But (I give up myself to the death in compliance with 
my Father's will, John x. 18.) that the world may know 
that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me com- 
mandment, even so I do. Arise (therefore), let us go 
hence. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIV. 

[ J ] Ver. 1. IIISTEY'ETE elg tov Scov, k<m tig cjuc TnaTzisre, 
Ye believe in God, believe also in me.] There being no exam- 
ple I can find, where the same word in the same sentence 
is used both in the indicative and the imperative mood ; I 
had rather render these words in the same mood thus, Believe 
in God, believe also in me: i. e. That I may prescribe a re- 
medy to that trouble, which hath seized your hearts from 
the consideration of my passion, and my departure from 
you, and of the troubles you must expect in the execution 
of your office; I advise you to believe in God, the author 
of that doctrine you are to preach, and therefore the de- 
fender of those who propagate it; and in me, in whose 
name you are to preach it, as having all power in* hea- 
ven and in earth, and being always present with you, 

302 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



468 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[chap. xiv. 



and therefore being able to assist and preserve you from 
all dangers, and to reward your faithful labours with that 
crown of glory I have promised. 

[*] Vcr. 2. In my Father's house are many mansions.'] In 
which, after your labours, you shall find eternal rest. So 
the Jews say, that in Paradise aire seven mansions, which 
are each twelve thousand miles long, ten thousand broad, 
and as many high: so Moses Haddarson in Gen. ii. 9. 

[ 3 ] I go to prepare a place for you.] For Christ by his 
entrance with his sacrifice into heaven, procured for us an 
entrance into that place, which before was inaccessible, or 
a new living way of entering through the veil rent for its at 
his death, he preparing these mansions for us by his own 
entrance first into heaven with his sacrifice : see the notes 
on Heb. ix. 8. 23, 24. x. 20. 

>[ 4 ] Ver. 3. 1 come again, and will receive you to myself] 
i. e. Into those mansions, that then you may be for ever 
with me, and be made partakers of that happiness I there 
enjoy. Whence it seems probablo, that all the saints, the 
blessed apostles not excepted, are only to be crowned at 
the same time, to wit, at our Lord's second advent: (see 
the note on Heb. xi.40.).and observe, that lav Si here is to 
be rendered; when I come again. (See the note on Heb. 
iii. 7.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. G. I am the way, the truth, and the life.] The au- 
thor of the way that lcadeth to life; the teacher of that truth 
which directs to it ; the giver of that life, which is to be ob- 
tained by walking in it. And this life consists in the vision 
or enjoyment of the Father, to w T hom none cometh but by 
faith in me, vcr. G. 

[*] Ver. 7. If ye had known me> ye would have known 
the Father also.] Note, that Christ here speaks not of the 
knowledge of his Father's essence, (1.) because that is not 
to be seen, as here the Father is said to be, vcr. 9. (2.) 
Because the reason here assigned of this knowledge, is, 
that Christ spake not from himself, but from the Father; 
and so the Father was to be known by what he taught. 
(3.) He adds, that the works he did, were done by the power 
of the Father abiding in him; and so the power, and other 
attributed of the Father might be seen by them ; his good- 
ness and mercy by the kindness and mercy shewed in all 
his wisdom, righteousness, and holiness, in the purity of 
his doctrine. In me, saith he, speaking my Father's words, 
ye do already know him, i. e. his sacred will: in me, doing 
my Father's works, ye see him, viz. his attributes; and of 
my ability to do them, you cannot well doubt : for I am in 
the Father, and the Father in me, by virtue of his Spirit 
residing in me ; so that I both perfectly know his will, and 
can do the most mighty works by this power of the Most 
High: (Luke i. 35.) 

[ 7 ] Vcr. 12. And shall do greater works than these, be- 
cause ;I go to the Father.] That which interpreters here say 
of diseases healed by the shadow of Peter, and by nap- 
kins sent from St. Paul, and of more miracles performed 
throughout the world, and devils ejected through three 
whole centuries every where, is not unfitly mentioned here, 
as answering to these words; but yet I think, this chiefly 
is to he referred to the admirable success' of the gospel, 
preached by the apostles after the descent of the Holy 
Ghost upon them; and the inward gifts of tongues, and the 
interpretation of them ; of prophecy, and discerning of spi- 
rits, and the imparting of these gifts to others by baptism, 



and the imposition of the apostles' hands : for as this was a 
greater work in our Lord Jesus thus to assist so many with 
his mighty power, when absent at so great a distance, as 
is earth from heaven, than to do miracles in their presence; 
so to communicate these inward gifts to men, and to en- 
able them to transfer them to others upon faith in Christ, is 
truly wonderful : for, as Arnobius saith, * Transcriber in 
alium jus tnum, et quod facer e solus possis,fragilissim<e rei 
donare et participare faciendum, super omnia sita est pole- 
statis, continentisque sub se omnium rerum causas, et ratio-, 
numfacultatumque naturas. But more especially, when he 
himself succeeded so little in three years' preaching here 
on earth, and had so few sincere disciples, that he should 
enable his apostles at one sermon to convert some thou- 
sands, and cause his gospel to fly like lightning through 
the world, and beat down all strong holds of opposition, 
this is truly admirable. That to these fruits of the mission 
of the Holy Ghost these words do principally relate, ap- 
pcarcth from the reason of them here assigned, Because,! 
go to the Father; viz. to send that Holy Spirit down upon 
you, by whom these greater works arc to be done. 

[°] Ver. 13. And whatsoever you shall ask in my name, I 
will do.] Here Christ shews how these great works should 
be done by them, viz. not by their own power, or any Di- 
vine virtue residing in them, as our Lord did his; but in 
the name and by the power of Christ, (Acts iii. 12. 1G.) by 
faith in him, and prayer to God in his name, (Acts iv. 24. 
30.) Note also here that Christ saith, Whatever ye shall 
thus ask I will do; which, as it supposes in him omni- 
science, enabling him to know the request of all Christians 
upon earth, and omnipotence, enabling him to assist them 
every where in the performance of the greatest works, 
so must it consequently imply unity of essence' betwixt 
the Father and the Son, and so the Father is glorified in 
the Son. Hence what is here, I will do, is, xvi.23. the 
Father will give you. Note also, that whereas the Jews 
used to beg a blessing for the Father's sake, or for the 
sake of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, though being only 
men they never prayed to them, the Christians not only 
prayed to the Father in the name of the Son, but invoked 
the Son also, as being: one God with the Father ; this being 
a periphrasis of Christians, that they were those who called 
upon the name of Christ, Acts ix. 14. 21. (See note on 
Rom. x. 13.) And this seems here to be mentioned to con- 
firm their faith in him, that he who so loved them had 
power to do all things for them. 

p] Ver. 1G. Another Comforter.] Sec note on xvi. 7. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 19. Because Hive, ye shall live also.] By virtue of 
this promise, though the apostles were always delivered .up 
to death for the sake of Jesus, yet was the life of Christ ma- 
nifested in their mortal.flcsh, by preserving. them, and deli- 
vering them from so many;dcaths ; (2 Cor. iv. 10, 11.) and 
they arc said to live by and with him, (2 Cor. xiii. 4.) by 
virtue of that miraculous power he conferred upon, them 
for the promotion of the gospel. (2 Cor. iv. 7. x. 4, xii. 10.) 

["] Vcr. 20. In that day ye shall know that I am in the 
Father, and you in me, and I hi you.] It is certain that 
Christ was in his apostles by his Spirit abiding with th6m, 
(vcr. 1G.) and that they were in him by the same Spirit unit- 
ing them to their head Christ; (Eph. ii.22.iii.lG, 17.iv.lG.) 
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aud therefore Christ must be here said to be in the Father 
by the Spirit of: the Father residing in him, but with this 
difference — that the Spirit of the Father resided in Christ 
without measure, (iii. 34.) and so that all that was the Fa- 
ther's was also Christ's, (xvi. 15.) his wisdom and his power; 
whereas he was in the apostles only by the gifts conferred 
upon them, according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
(2.) He was in Christ, as Justin Martyr notes, not for. indi- 
gence, but partly because the natnre of his prophetic office 
did so require, and partly, to be derived from him asthe 
fountain upon alibis members; but he was given to.them 
because they wanted his assistance to fit them to be able 
ministers of the new testament. (2 Cor. iii. 5,6.) Theo- 
phylact observes, that we must not say, that this is sp in 
the same manner; for Christ is in the Father, tic ofioovmog, 
as being of one substance with him, but in the. apostles only, 
fog (5or}0bg kcu <Tvv£pybe,as a helper and coworker with them : 
.but perhaps the apostles understood Christ thus ; I as a pro- 
phet work miracles by the Spirit of my Father dwelling in 
me, (Matt. xii. 28.) and you shall work yours, (mentioned 
ver. 12.) by my Spirit abiding with you, (ver. 16.) 

[ m ] Ver. 21. And will manifest myself to him.] As in the 
paraphrase, so also by those miraculous works which shall 
demonstrate my presence with him. This presence he 
promiseth to his disciples, Matt, xxviii. 20. Mark xvi. 17, 
18. and made good by his powerful Spirit with his church, 
.1 Cor. v. 4. 2 Cor. xiii. 3—5. - . - 

- ["] Ver. 22. Hotvjs it Mat thou wilt manifest thyself to 
us, and not to, the world?] This question seems to be put 
to Christ according to that known opinion of the Jews, 
that the kingdom of Christ was to be an earthly dominion 
over the whole world, appearing with great outward splen- 
dour, or with observation : (Luke xvii. 20.) so that the Jews 
under their Messiah should lord it over the whole earth, 
and so he should manifest himself to the whole world. So 
Joscphus* speaks of an ambiguous oracle among them, 
* declaring that about that time, curb tF/c x^P a c t*c tw(vwv 
«/>£« Trig olKovfiivtic, one of their country should reign over 
the whole earth, and that many of their own wise men did 
so interpret it. So Origenf tells us they expected, fiiyav 
KOi dvva<rrr)v, Kai/iraatw rrjg yr\g, koX wavroiv rZ>v Wvwv Ktiptov 
thai, that their Messiah should be a great potentate, and 
the lord of the whole earth, and of all nations. And 
Trypho,J in his dialogue with Justin Martyr, saith the 
same. : fc , ? . .,, 

[ w ] Ver. 23. And we will come to him, and take up our 
abode with him.] By that Spirit whose temple is the body 
of the saints, (1 Cor. iii. 16. vi.13.) and by whose indwell- 
ing they arc made a habitation of God : (Eph. ii. 22.) here 
therefore is no express mention made of the Holy Spirit, 
because by bim it is that the Father and the Son dwell in 
us; and so it is in the beginning of the Epistles, praying 
for grace and peace from the Father, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, because this grace and peace was to be conferred 
on men by the Spirit. 

[ a5 ] Ver. 26. But the Comforter, whom the Father will 
send in my name.] Whom I will send you from the Father: 
(John xv. 26. xvi. 7.) he proceeding from the Father and 
the Son, him the Father shed forth according to his pro- 



* Do Bella Jod. lib. vii. cap. 31. p. 961. G. 
+ Conlr. Cell. lib. iv, p. 78. 



% P. 249. B. 



misc/Acts ii. 17, 18.* the Son, ver. 33. Hence is he styled 
the Spirit of the Father, Matt. x. 20. and the Spirit of the 
Son, Gal. iv. 6. the Spirit of Christ, 1 Pet. i.ll. Rom. viii. 
9. Phil. i. 19. 

P 6 ] Ver. 27. Peace I leave with you, not as the world,] 
In empty wishes of what they neither do nor can give ; nor 
that external peace, which is both temporary and uncer- 
tain ; but inward peace of conscience arising from the par- 
don of your sins, (Rom. V. 1.) from the sense of ,the favour 
of God, and of my presence with you by the Spirit, that 
peace, which no man can take from you, (xvi. 22.) that 
peace, which passeth understanding, which will keep your 
hearts in the faith, (Phil. iv. 7.) and free you from all soli- 
citude and fear of the world. 

[ 17 ] Ver. 28. For my Father is greater than L] This 
(saith Woltzogenius) is a demonstration that Christ is not 
the true God, than whom none is or can be greater. But the 
primitive fathers did not allow that there was any strength 
in this argument; for they .granted that there was one God 
the Father, who was over all, and yet that Christ with the 
Father ivas the God of the living, as having in all things the 
excellency or sovereignty of the Father, saith Irenaeus.* 
They therefore owned that the Father was greater than the 
Son, as to his original, the Son being begotten by him, and 
yet declared that he was God, and equal to God, as to his 
essence, as Tertullian f and Novatian % teach. So then we 
may grant, as to the Divine nature, that as to the depend- 
ance on the Father it is less, k e. as it is received depend- 
antly from the Father, for greater is he that gives than he 
that receives; and- yet, as to essence, they are both one 
God, and so equal, wg ahtog Ka\ apxo ov Kara fyvaw, A than. 
Naz. Basil. 

Add to this, that the argument produced to prove that 
.Christ speaks not of his human nature, viz. because none 
could doubt but that God is greater than man, proves as 
effectually, that Christ could not be only man, because then 
none could doubt but God was greater than he ; nor is any 
such comparison, as to greatness, to be found in Scripture 
betwixt God and mere man. . • ) y.r. { 

[ 18 ] Ver. 29. And now I have told you bqfore it come to 
pass.] viz. Of my ascent into heaven, and of the mission of 
the Holy Ghost, that when you have received this Spirit 
you more firmly may believe, I am the Son of God, in- 
vested with all power in heaven and earth. 

[ a9 ] Ver. 30. The prince of this world cometh.] By his mi- 
nisters, Judas and the rulers of the Jews, and findeth no- 
thing in me; he himself having no power to inflict death 
on me, in whom is no sin, and they finding nothing in me 
worthy of death. (Acts xiii. 28.) Though therefore I am to" 
suffer death, I do not suffer for any fault that can deserve 
it, or on account of any power he or his ministers have- 
over me to inflict it, but I give up myself to the death in 
compliance with my Father's will, that the" world may 

* " Solas verax Mogister el Domiaos, ut discamus per ipsum soper omnia esse 
Patrero, elenim Paler (inqoit) major me est." Iren. lib. ii. cap. 48, 49. lib. iv. 
cap. 11, 12. 

t Pater est alios a Filie dnm Filio major, dom alios qoi 'general, alios qui gene, 
ratar.'*! Tertol. adv.' Prax. cap. 9. .'* Aliua (amen persona;, non substantia, nomine ; 

nbique leneo noam suhslanliam in Iribus cohicreulibus." Cap; 12. " Pater 

Den», el Filius Deo», el Spintua Sanctus Deos." Cap. 13. 

X " Ambo nnus atqoe idem," cap. 10. " Palre minor est, dom in illo esse se scit 
Labena originem, Dcaa uliqae procedens ex Deo secundam personam efliciens, sed. 
qod eripiens illad Patre quod unus esl Deus " Noial. cap. 21. 
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know, and knowing imitate, my obedience to him in the 
severest precepts. 

CHAP. XV. 

1. [ l ] JL AM the true vine (which gives juice and nourish- 
ment to every branch belonging to me), and my Father is 
(as) the husbandman, (who prunes and cleanses the branches 
of this vine, to render them more fruitful ; and therefore) 

2. [*] Every branch in mo that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away (i. e. every professor of faith in me that is unfruit- 
ful)*' [ 3 ] an d every branch that beareth fruit, he purgcth it 
(from all those stickers that hinder the growth of the fruit, 
or make it less), that it m^y bring forth more fruit. 

3. How (thus it is with you, for) ye are clean through 
the word which I have spoken to you. 

4. [ 4 ] Abide in me, and I (will abide) in yon. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the 
vine ; no more (Gr. so neither) can you, except you abide 
iu me (by faith). 

5. I am the vine, ye are the branches (which receive 
nourishment from the vine, and become fruitful by it): he 
that abideth'in me (by faith), and I in him (by the Spirit), 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for [ 5 ] without me 
(abiding thus in you) ye can do nothing. 

6. If a man abide not in me, he is [ c ] cast forth as a 
branch, and (that) is withered; and men gather them (or, 
and is gathered), and castf them) into the fire, and they are 
burned (Gr. teal kcl'utch, and is burned). 

7. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you (so 
that ye yield obedience to them), [ 7 ] ye shall ask what ye 
will (in my name, and for the glory of God), and it shall be 
done to you. 

8. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, 
(wu, and) [j 8 ] so shall ye (appear to) be my disciples. 

9. As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you : 
continue ye in my love. 

10. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love; even [ 9 ] as I (his prophet) have kept my Father's 
commandments (doing all he sent me to do), and (so) abide 
in his love. 

11. These things have I spoken to you (of my abode in 
you by the Spirit, and your abiding in my words), that 
(through the comforts of this Spirit) [ l0 ] my joy might re- 
main in' you, and that your joy might be full. 

12. This is my commandment, That ye love one another, 
[ n ] as I have loved you (to the end, John xiii. 1. and with 
a most fervent love). 

13. Greater love hath no man [ 1C ] than this, that a man 
["] lay down his life for his friends, (and this love will I 
shew to you acting as my friends, and expect you should 
imitate it. 

14. Noiv) ye are my [ u ] friends (and shall- receive the 
tokens of my love as such), if ye do whatsoever^ I com- 
mand you. 

15. (And therefore) henceforth I call you not [ 15 ] ser- 
vants (nor treat you as such); for the servant (usually) 
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called (and 
treated) you (as) friends; [ l0 ] for all things that I have 
heard (i. e. received) of my Father (to impart to you) I 
have made known to you. 

10. You have not chosen me, but [ 17 ] I have chosen you 



(first), and ordained (i. e. appointed) you, that ye should 
go (abroad into the world) and bring forth (much) fruit 
(by converting many to the' faith), and that your fruit 
should remain (in a succession of Christians to the world's 
end): and (that being thus employed in my service), what- 
soever (in pursuance of that ujork) ye shall ask the Father 
in my namo, ho may give it you. 

17. These things I (especially) command you, that ye 
(moved by my example, and by these tokens of my love, may 
be induced to) love one another. 

18. If the [ 18 ] world hate you, ( let this give you no dis- 
couragement in the performance of your office, since it will 
be only with you as it hath been with me doing the same 
work, for) yo know that it hated me before it hated you. 

19. If yc were of the world (conforming yourselves to it 
in your life and doctrine), the world would love his own 
(men like to them); but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world (to lead a life and 
preach a doctrine opposite to the vices ofit) y therefore the 
world hateth you. 

20. (But) remember the word that I said to you, (viz.) 
The servant is not greater than the lord (and so cannot ex- 
pect to be treated better). If (then) they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you (who are doing the same 
work) ; if they have (had) [ 19 ] kept my saying, they will 
(would) keep yours also (who speak the same things). 

21. But all these things, (this hatred, ver.19. and perse- 
cution, ver.20.) will they do to you for my [^j name's sake, 
because they (after all the miracles I have wrought in his 
name) know not him that sent me. 

22. If I had not come and spoken to them (the words of 
my Father), they had not had sin, (in not knowing him that 
sent me) : but now (they have heard and rejected his word) 
they have no cloak (or excuse) for their sin, (it being the 
fruit not of their want of knowledge of my Father's ivill, but 
of their hatred to him and his word ; for) 

23. He that hateth me (speaking the xvords of God, which 
I have learned from my Father, John xii. 49, 50.) hateth 
my Father also. 

24. If I had not done among them [ C1 ] the works which 
no man did (Gr* hath done), they had not had (the) sin (of 
infidelity): but now ( this sin must be charged upon their 
hatred, for) they have both seen (the works which the Fa- 
ther in me hath done), and (yet have been so far from being 
convinced and reformed by them, that they have) hated 
both me (who do them) and my Father (by whose power 
and commission I do them). 

25. But (this cometh to pass, or, this they are permitted 
to do) [ £2 ] that the word might be fulfilled that is written in 
their law, (Psal. xxxv. 19.) [* 3 ] They hated me without a 
cause. 

2G. But when the Comforter is come, [ M ] whom I will 
send to you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
proccedeth from the Father, he shall (by his miraculous 
gifts) testify of me (who send him). 

27. And j] 25 ] ye also shall bear witness (of me), because 
ye have been with me from the beginning (and saw my 
works). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XV. 

['] Ver. 1. I AM the true vine, and my Father is the 
\ husbandman.'] That vine which gives vital juice to render 
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all my branches fruitful, and whose fruits refresh and fill 
their hearts with joy, as doth the fruit of the vine the body. 
(Judg. ix. 13. Psal. civ. 15.) Of the epithet true, see vi. 55. 
My father is the husbandman, who takes care of these 
branches, cutting off the suckers and the withered branches, 
pruning the vine, and purging the. fruitful branches, that 
they may bring forth more fruit. Grotius thinks the occa- 
sion of this parable was taken from the Lord's supper he 
had then celebrated, or was instantly to celebrate: for as 
chap. vi. discoursing of his passion, he calls himself the true 
bread, so here he calls himself the true vine, nourishing to 
life eternal, with relation to that element, which was the 
fruit of the vine: (Luke xxii. 18.) and thus it seemed neces- 
sary to speak of the fruit of his death ; because his dis^ 
ciples were offended at it, and their faith wavered on that 
account. Others think, that having spoken of Judas, as a 
branch not purged but withered, and fit only for the fire, 
(xiii. 10, 11.) he admonisheth them to be careful that they 
become not such branches ; and as he had said there, ver. 
10; so he repeats that saying here, ver. 3. ye are clean, &c. 

p] Ver. 2. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit.] 
These unfruitful branches are said to be in Christ, or in his 
church, as being by profession Christians, and by baptism 
admitted into the church, and owning her faith, but they 
are still dead branches, because unfruitful in good works; " 
for faith without tcorks is dead. (James ii. 2G.) 

I s ] And every branch that bringeth forth fruit he 
purgeth.] In its season, or the fit tinie of pruning. The 
apostles then laboured under many infirmities and pre- 
judices of their minds, they were weak in the faith, and 
understood but little of Christ's salutary passion, and the 
oblation of himself as a piacular victim for their sins, 
(Luke xviii. 34.) as judging this not well consistent with 
that earthly kingdom, which was fixed in their hearts ; they 
knew nothing of the calling of the gentiles, or of God's 
intended kindness to them, and therefore would not preach 
to them without a special admonition from heaven so to do ; 
(Acts xi. 19.) they were contending for primacy, and that 
out of prospect of carnal advantages : (2 Cor. v. 16,) from 
these and such-like infirmities, the good husbandman purged 
them when he shed the Holy Ghost upon them, and sent 
them to preach the gospel to all nations. When therefore 
he saith, You are now KaOapoi clean, (ver. 3.) we must not 
understand this absolutely, but comparatively, in respect 
of those who did not believe or obey his. word; and in 
good part, they being to be farther purged by the operation 
of the Holy Spirit. 

[*] Ver. 4. Remain in me (by faith, love, ver. 9. and 
obedience, ver. 10.) k$yw lv vpuv, and I will remain inyou.~\ 
By my Spirit. Here is an ellipsis of the word fitvw, as 
Matt. xx. 13. To sit on my right hand — is not mine 
to give ; but (it shall be given) to them for ivhom it is 
prepared of my Father; 2 Thess. ii. 7. He that letteth 
(will let) till he be taken away. (Sec 1 Cor. iv. 15. Gal. 
ii. 7.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 5. He that abideth in me, and I in him, bringeth 
forth much fruit: for, x^pic Ipov,' without me ye can do 
nothing.'] That is, x w /"C tyov ovrtq, being separated from 
me; ver. 4. not abiding in me, ver. 6. being cast out from 
me. As this respects all Christians, the sense runs thus, If 
ye abide in me by that faith which purifies the heart, (Acts 
xv. 9.) and tvorketh by love, (Gal. v. 0.) and I in you by 



that Spirit, (1 John iii. 24. iv. 1 3.) tvithout whom none can be 
a member of Christ, (Rom. .viii. 9.) you shall abound in the 
fruits of the Spirit, but withoutmy Spirit abounding in you, 
and uniting you to me your head, you can do nothing ac- 
ceptable to me, or worthy of my gospel: as it respects the 
apostles it may farther note, that without the gifts and 
powerful assistance of the Holy Spirit, they could do 
nothing to convert the world to the faith, as being not 
sufficient of themselves for that w T ork: but having their 
sufficiency from that God, who givetH them the Holy. 
Spirit. (2 Cor. iii. 5, 6.) Hence they are bid to stay at Je- 
rusalem till this Spirit fell upon them. (Acts i. 8.) 

[ 6 ] Ver. 6. He is cast out, wg to kAt^ci, koI I %r\pavOr\.] 'Qg 
to Kkijfxa, supple, firj (pepoptvav Kapirbv, as a branch bringeth 
forth no fruit; or koL here signifies because, or tliat, and so 
the sense runs thus, As a branch is cast out that is withered, 
or because it is withered; for branches are first withered, 
and then cast out: so Josh. i. 5. koL Sxmto for as I have 
been with Moses, so will I be with thee: xxii. 25. koI a7raAXw- 
rpt&aovai, for they will turn away thy children: 1 Sam. ii. 
15. give us roast, koI ov firj Xaj3w, for 1 will not receive 
sodden flesh of thee: Micah vii. 8. rejoice not at my fall, 
»cat ava(m'i<70fiai,for I shall rise again: see Luke i. 24. John 
vi. 54. It also signifies that, or which : so Isa. v. 4. what 
shall I do to my vine, koi ovk hroir\<ya, which I have not done? 
so Matt. ix. ,11. koI \Z6vtsq, which the pharisees seeing; 
Acts i. 19. KoL yvuxrrov, which thing was known. (See Nol- 
dius de Partic. Heb. p. 297, 298.) 

P] Ver. 7. Ask what ye will, and it shall be given you.] 
Whatever ye ask according to the will of God, (1 John v. 
14.) for the promotion of his glory, (xiv. 13.) and the fur- 
therance of your ministry, (Matt xxi. 21, 22.) asking in 
faith, (Markxi. 24.) and in my name, (John xvi. 23.) ye 
shall receive. (See the note on Matt. xxi. 21.) 

£ 8 ] Ver. 8. And ye shall be my disciples.'] By your like- 
ness to me your Master, who am intent on this, that I may 
glorify my Father upon earth, (xvii. 4.) and give up myself 
to the death, that I may be more fruitful in drawing -all 
men to the knowledge of him, (xii. 24.) it will appear that 
you, thus bringing forth much fruit to the glory of God, 
are my genuine disciples : Iv Tovry, is here to be repeated 
from the beginning of the verse. 

• p] Ver. 10.-45 I keep my Father's commandments, and 
abide in his love.] Here it is inquired, how Christ being 
truly God could say he keeps his Father's commandments? 
I answer, as on earth he sustained the person of a prophet 
sent from him, it being necessary to that office that he 
should be sent by him, and do his commandments, accord- 
ing to those words of God, Deut. xviii. 18. / will raise 
them up a Prophet from among their brethren like unto ihee, 
and will put my words into his mouth; and he shall speak to 
them all that I shall command him. (See ver. 19,20.) Hence 
Christ so often saith, I speak not of myself but as my 
Father gave me commandment, so I speak ; (xii. 49, 50.) 
declaring by these words he was no impostor, but that 
very Prophet of whom Moses spake. (See the note on 
vii. 1G. and viii. 28.) Hence Chrysostdm, Euthymius, and 
THeophylact, note, that Christ spake this according to his 
human nature. But still Woltzogenius inquires, why* ac- 
cording to his human nature, he is said to obey the com- 
mandment of the Father, rather than of his own Divine 
nature? I answer, because tho Father is the fountain of the 
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Deity, and because it belonged to Christ executing his 
prophetic office, to refer all to the glory of his Father, 
whom the Jews only owned. 

[ 10 ] Vcr. 11. That my joy might be in you.'] t. e. I speak 
of your remaining in me by the Spirit, that your joy, arising 
from his consolations, may be full; and this joy I call 
mine, because this Spirit dwclleth in me, and is derived 
from me. Pious and true is the note of Woltzogcnius here, 
that the observation of God's commandments gives here the 
fullest and most perfect joy. For what richer treasure is 
there in this world, than that of a good conscience? and 
what greater joy than that which flows from the good 
Spirit testifying to our spirits that we are the sons of God> 
and shall be made heirs of eternal life? (Rom. viii. 17. 
Gal. ir. G.) 

["] Ver. 12. As I have loved you.'] Not only as in the 
paraphrase, but so as to lay down my life for you, (ver. 13.) 

[ 12 ] Ver. 13. MtiZova raurrjc ayatrnv ov&ic ?X €I > * va * 
Greater love than this hath no man, than that one should 
laijdoim his life for his friend.] Here it is observable, that 
'Iv'a after fitiZova signifies Jj 7va quitm nt; so in the Third 
Epistle of St. John, vcr. 4. fxu%0Ttpav tovtwv ovk ?x w X a " 
pav, u>a. J have no greater joy, than that I may hear my 
children ivalking in the truth. 

[ w ] To lay down his life for his friends.] It is certain 
Christ did this for his enemies; (Rom. v. 6— 8.) Christ 
notwithstanding speaks of his friends, as speaking only to 
his apostles, whom he here owneth as his friends. Note 
also, that Christ here, saith he doth ^v%rjv Ti6ivai,-lay down 
his life for his friends, rather to express the greatness of 
his love than the merit of his passion ; and when he doth 
so, he uses constantly this phrase, viz. John x. 15. 17. 
1 Jphn iii. 16. but when the merit of. his, passion *is ex- 
pressed, the. phrase used is airoSavtiv vwlp tj/uov, or ircpl 
ttfiaprtiov, to die for 21s, or for our sins, Rom.v. 6. 8. 2 Cor. 
v. 15. Heb. ii. 9. 1 Pet. iii. 18. as the circumstances of 
those places shew. 

[ U J Ver. 14. You are my friends if you do whatsoever I 
command you.] For both Cicero and Sallust* make this 
conformity of will to him we love the test of sincere 
friendship. 

[U] Ver. 15. Not servants; for the servant knoiveth not 
what his lord doeth.] i. e. I deal not with you as servants, 
to whom I make known my councils, ovSt yap §€<nroron> 
<pv<riv fj irpaZiv SouAouc &? tl$tvai,for servants are not (saith 
Xenophon) to know the customs or actions of their lord, 
but only bosom friends. (Epist. ad yEschincm.) 

[ l6 ] For all things which I have heard from my Father I 
have made known zinto you.] Not absolutely, for they were 
not yet able to hear of the cessation of the law, of circum- 
cision, and the sabbath, the casting off of the Jews, and the 
calling of the gentiles to be his church, without offence; 
(xvi. 12.) but all things fit to be told them then, concerning 
his salutary passion, his glorious resurrection and ascen- 
sion, the mission of the Holy Ghost, the future judgment, 
and the promise of. eternal life. 

[ 17 ] Ver. 16. I have choseii you,] From the rest of the Jews 
to bear witness of me, (ver.' 27.) and to be my apostles. 



* " Idem velle el idem nolle ra demtim ver* est amicilia." Sollasl. "Esl enim 
lex ilia juslae verscq,ae amiciliic, ul idem amici semper veliut." Cic. Oral, pro Cn. 
Plan. 



That Christ speaks here of this election, appears (I.) from 
the preceding words, Ye have not chosen me, as disciples 
among the Jews chose to themselves a master, for ye came 
not to me till I called you. (2.) From the persons called : 
for, saith Christ, Have I not chosen you twelve, and one of 
you is a devil? (vi. 70.) And, (3.) from the end of their 
vocation here, viz. that they might go into the world and 
bring forth fruit, or that they should go forth and preach 
that gospel to the world, which should abide for ever, 
(2 John 2.) and erect that church against which the gates of 
hell should not prevail. It follows, that you should go and 
bring forth' fruit, &c. iW S, tl av auriwrt, that whatsoever, 
ye shall ask the Father in my name, he may give it you. I 
have observed, note on vcr. 25. that there is often some- 
what deficient after "va: so 1 Cor. i. 31. iva (sub. ylvqrac) 
that (it may be) as it is written ; and so it seems to be here* 
the full sense being either that, being thus employed, or 
being thus fruitful, ye may ask what ye will. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 18. If the world hate you— hated me first.] Here 
Christ begins to fortify his apostles against the hatred of 
the world, and to encourage them to continue firm and 
constant in the performance of their office against all its 
opposition: (1.) from his own example, who patiently 
had endured it before their eyes, and was now to suffer 
death by reason of it; so that they, who preached the same, 
doctrine, which rendered him so hateful to the worid, might 
reasonably expect the like treatment from it; nor had they 
reason to expect it should be otherwise, or grudge it was 
not better with the disciple than with his' master; for he 
being not of the world, and they being chosen by him out 
of the world, the ground of the world's hatred against them 
must be the same. 

[«] Vcr. 20. El rbv \6yov fiov Ir^priaav, If they had kept 
my word.] Some conceive that rripuv here imports to 06- 
serve,xrith an insidious intent to carp at it, and accuse the 
author of it, as it is said of the church to Satan, he rnpfou, 
shall break, or observe, thy head to wound it, km <n> rrjpVctc,- 
and thou shall bruise,' or observe, his heel to ensnare it ; Gen. 
iii* 15. but the right reading there seems to be rup^eus* 
conteres, nor arc there any instances in the New Testa- 
ment , where the simple verb rriplw bears that sense : for 
Matt, xxvii. 3G. 54. tho word signifies only to observe, 
not to watch an opportunity against, that being iraparripuv, 
(Mark iii. 2. Luke vi. 7. xiv. 1. xx. 20.) and the phrase 
rrjpetv \6yovc; fiov, which is proper to St. John, is always 
taken in a good sense for an obedient observance of the 
words of Christ, viz. John viii. 51 3 52. 55. xiv. 23, 24. xvii. 
6. 1 John ii. 5. Rev. iii. 8. 10. xxii. 7. 9. 

[?] Vcr. 21. But these things will they do for my name's 
sake, because they know not him that sent me.] It is farther 
ground of comfort to you that you should be thus hated, 
not from your own fault, but for my sake, and so shall be 
entitled by that hatred to a great reward in heaven, (Matt, 
y.12. ) and that out of ignorance of, or hatred to, him that 
sent mc, and being hated for our sakes, you need not ques- 
tion our protection and assistance. 

[ 21 ] Vcr. 24. Works which no man ever did: Ver. 22. If I 
hail not spoken to them,— no sin.] t\ c. Nor yet can they.be 
said to hate me out of ignorance of my commission ; for 1 
have spoken to them a doctrine plainly Divine, and worthy 
of God, against which they have no exceptions, which 
arise not from their own lusts and prejudices, and have 
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confirmed it not only with the testimonies of Moses and 
the prophets, (v. 4G.) but also with such works as neither 
Moses nor the prophets ever did; had not this been done 
by me, they could not reasonably have been charged with 
the great sin of infidelity : but now, shutting their eyes 
against the light thus shining on them, and hardening their 
hearts against that strong conviction of my mission, which 
my mighty works afford, it is. evident that they reject me 
not out of ignorance and weakness, but out of wilful hatred 
tome, and him that sent me, and so their infidelity is in- 
excusable. 

[ 22 J Ver. 25. 'AXX* ha, But that] i. e. This hath hap- 
pened, or is permitted. Examples of such an ellipsis we 
find frequently in this Gospel: so ix. 3.aXX' ?va, but this 
hath happened that the works of God might be made 
manifest; xiii. 18. aXX' ?va, bat this hath happened to 
Judas, that the Scripture might be fulfilled; xiv. 31. akX 
tva yvt£, but this I do that the world may know. (See note 
on xii. 40. and above at ver. 16.) 

p] p or they have hated me tvithout a caused] This, which 
David, who was a type of Christ, spake of himself, may 
reasonably be thought, in the mystical sense, to relate to 
the Son of David, especially if we consider that the sixty- 
ninth Psalm, where these words are, (ver. 5.) is truly re- 
ferred to Christ. (See the Synopsis in the argument of 
that Psalm.) 

[ M ] Ver. 2G. Whom I will send to you from the Father.'] 
It is certain, saith Betuleius, from the words, I will send, 
that this cannot bo understood of the eternal spiration of 
the essence, but of the temporary mission of the Holy 
Ghost, which Christ would ask of the Father, (xiv. 16.) and 
sendfrom him i?i his name, (ver. 26.) after his departure, (xvi. 
7.) after his glorification, (vii. 39.) and who was to be sent 
according to the promise of the Father. (Luke xxiv. 49.) 

[**] Ver. 27. And you shall testify of me, &c] You have 
been still my companions from the beginning of my pro- 
phetic office, and so are fit witnesses of my works: for 
good men use, and ought, to be believed, when they tes- 
tify of what their eyes have seen, and their ears have 
heard, as the apostles did. (Acts iv. 20. 1 John i. 1, 2.) 

CHAP. XVI. 

1. [*] JL IIESE things have I spoken unto you, that you 
should not be offended, (i. e. deterred from my service, by 
the sufferings you will be exposed to from the world ;for) 

2. [ 2 ] They shall put you out of the synagogues (as per- 
sons excommunicated) : [ 3 ] yea, the time cometh, that who- 
soever killeth you, will think that he doeth God service (by 
so doing). 

3. And these things will they do to you, because they 
have not known the (will of the) Father, nor me (who am 
sent by him to reveal it to the world). ♦ , ' 

4. But these things have I told you (beforehand), that 
[ 4 ] when the time shall come (when you are thus to suffer 
them), you may remember that I told you of them (and 
so may be confirmed in the truth, by seeing my perfect know- 
ledge of things future, and may remember you suffer only 
what I had forewarned you of ). And these things I said 
not to you at the beginning (of my preaching), because I 
was (then)\v\th you (to protect you from, and comfort you 
in, all dangers). 

vot. v. 
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■ 5. But now I go my way to him that sent me ; and [ 5 ] none 
of you (now) asketh me (as you did before), Whither 
goest thou? 

6. But because I have said these things to you (concern-' 
ing my departure), sorrow hath filled your hearts. 

7. Nevertheless I tell you the truth; (viz. That )[ 6 ] it 
is expedient for you that I go away (from you): for if I- 
go not away, the Comforter will not come to you ; (he 
coming to supply my absence, and as the consequent of my 
ascension into heaven, John vii. 39.) hutif (when) I depart, 
I will send him to you. 

8. And when he is come, [*] he will reprove the world 
(and will convince men) of (their) sin (in rejecting me), 
and of ( my) righteousness, and of (a future) judgment : 

9. Of sin,. because they believe not in me (of whose mis- 
sion and resurrection he will convince them by his wondrous 
gifts conferred on them that believe in me). 

10. [ 8 ] Of (my) righteousness, because I go to my Father 
(to whom I could not ascend were I not a righteous person), 
and ye see me no more (on earth). 

11. [ 9 ] Of judgment, because the prince of this world 
is judged (i. e. the devil is condemned, and cast out of his 
dominions by my servants ; and consequently the time will 
come when all the subjects of his dominions shall be judged 
also). 

12. I have yet [ 10 ] many things to say to you (concerning 
the abrogation of the sabbath, and your ritual law; of justi- 
fication by faith tvithout the works of the law, &c.) but ye 
cannot bear (i. e. receive) them now (without offence). 

13. Howbeit when he, (who is) [ n ] the Spirit oif truth,- is 
come, he will guide you (executing your office) into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself (deceitful and un- 
certain things invented by himself, as do thi evil spirits in 
the heathen oracles); but whatsoever he (who searcheth the 
deep counsels of God) shall hear (i. e. shall know to be the 
will of the Father), that shall he speak : and he [ 12 ] will 
shew you things to come. 

14. He [ 13 ] shall (also) glorify me (by what he teach- 
eth) : for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it to you 
(i. e. he shall be sent io impart to you the things which re- 
late to my kingdom, my laws, and service; and what he 
teacheth you, is to be delivered in my name). 

15. All things that the Father hath are mine ; (the power 
to govern, and to give rules and laws to all men, and to 
judge and recompense them according to those laws, which 
under the Mosaical dispensation was done by me, and in my 
name, Phil. ii. 9—11.) therefore said I, that he shall take 
of mine, and shall shew it to you. 

16. (It is but) a little while, and ye shall not see me 
(because I shall be taken from you by death): and again, 
(after my resurrection, it is but) a little while, and (that) 
ye shall see me ,* (and this I say,) because (then) I go to 
my Father. 

17. Then said some of his disciples among themselves, 
What is (the import of)' this that he saith to us, A little 
while, and ye shall not see me : and again a little while, 
and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father ? 

18. They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A lit- 
tle while? we cannot tell (the meaning of) what he saith. 

19. Now Jesus knew tljat they were desirous to ask him 
(the meaning of his words), and (therefore) said to them, 
Do ye inquire among yourselves of that (which) I said, A 
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little while, and yo shall not see me : and again a little 
while, and yo shall see me? 

20. Verily, verily, I say to you, That (for a season) ye. 
shall weep and lament, but the (men of the) world ( the 
rulers of the Jews) shall rejoice (at my sufferings) : and ye 
shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into 
joy, (at my resurrection, ascension, andmissionofthe Holy 
Ghost, Luke xxiv. 41. 52. Acts ii. 46.) 

21. (For as) a woman when she is in travail hath sor- 
row, because her hour is come; but (so) as soon as she is 
delivered of the child, she remembers no more the anguish 
(she lay in), for joy that a man (child) is born into the 
world: (so shall be your case.) 

22. And ye now therefore (fcal vfitig ovv, for you there- 
fore) have (now) sorrow (because of my death): but I will 
see you again (after my resurrection), and your hearts 
shall rejoice, and (though I personally be taken from you) 
your joy (through the Holy Spirit, shall be such as) no man* 
taketh (or can take) from you. 

23. And in[ u ] that day (that you receive this Comforter) 
ye shall (have need) to ask me nothing (for resolution of 
your doubts, as now you do). Verily, verily, I say to you, 
Whatsoever (assistance) ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it you. 

24. [ 15 ] Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name (as 
Mediator betwixt God and man): ask (what is requisite for 
the discharge of your office), and ye shall receive (it), that 
your joy (in having all your petitions granted) may be full. 

25. These things have I spoken to you in proverbs (ob- 
scurely of the Father): but the time cometh, when I shall 
no more speak to you in proverbs, but I shall shew you 
plainly (the will) of the Father. 

2G. In that day ye shall ask in my name : [ l6 j and I say 
not to you (I need not say), that I will pray (or intercede 
with) the Father for you : 

27. 'For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have 
loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. 

28. (And as) [ 1? ] I came forth from the Father, and am 
come into the world : (so) again, I (shall shortly) leave 
the world, and go to the Father. 

29. His disciples said to him, Lo, no\v speakest thou 
plainly, and speakest no proverb. 

30. Now we are sure that thou knowest all things (in 
that thou knowest our secret whisperings among ourselves), 
and (so) needest not that any man should ask thee (that 
thou mayest know ivhat they desire, thou knowing this un- 
asked) : by this [ 18 ]we (more firmly) believe thou earnest 

' forth from God. 

31. Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe? 

32. Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye 
shall be scattered, every man to his own (heme), and shall 
leave me alone : and yet I am not alone, because the Fa- 
ther is with me. 

33. These things I have spoken to you, that in me (being 
with you by my Spirit) you may have peace. In the world 
ye shall have tribulation : but [ 10 ] be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world ( and, as lam able, so by my sufferings 
am I the more inclined to assist and strengthen you against 
the temptations of it). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVI. 

[ a ]Ver. 1. THESE things have I spoken to you, that ye be 



not offended.] i. e. These things, concerning the hatred of 
the world, and the reasons of it ; and of those considera- 
tions, which may induce you to bear it patiently, lest they 
coming unexpectedly upon you unarmed against them, you 
should fall from the faith, or desist from your office in the 
propagation of it : that this is the true notion of being 
scandalized, see the note on Matt, xviii. 0. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. Tliey shall put you out of the synagogues.] In 
their synagogues they had not only assemblies for reading 
the Scriptures every sabbath-day, (Acts xiii. 27. xv. 21.) 
for public prayers and exhortations to the people then and 
upon other days, (Acts xiii. 15.) but offences committed 
against the law were there corrected, and sometimes pu- 
nished with scourging. (Matt. x. 17. xxiii. 34.) And they 
who w r ould not be reformed by stripes, nor by the lesser 
excommunication, which removed them, saith Buxtorf,* 
four feet from others, were pronounced cnro<Tvvay(oyoi,(Johri 
ix.22. 24. xii.42.) and by a public recitation of their names 
were cast out of the communication of the church; which, 
Luke vi. 22. is separating them, and casting out their names 
as evil; this, Christhere saith, would be their portion. 

[ 5 ] *AXA' tpx^rat wpa ?va, Yea, the hour cometh, when who- 
soever killeth you shall think he doeth Xarpdav trpoafyipuv 
Tt$ 0£{£, God service.] The particle aXka here signifies yea, 
and denotes the increase of a thing ; as Luke xii. 7. aXXa 
| kcu, yea, even your hairs are allnumbered; see 1 Cor. iii. 2. 
xii. 22. iva is here put for ore, when, as ver. 32. the time 
comethwa o>co(>7rw$fjre, whenyou shall be scattered; seethe 
note on the Third Epistle of John, ver. 4. The phrase Xarpdav 
irpo<r<p(puv, to offer sacrifice, is taken from Exod. xxxii. 29. 
Consecrate your hands to the Lord, every one upon his bro- 
ther; that is, saith the paraphrase of Onkelos, " obtulistis 
oblationem," ye have offered an oblation. Hence the zea- 
lots among the Jews, who killed those they esteemed trans- 
gressors with their own hands, not expecting the judgment 
of the Sanhedrin, were by them deemed religious men, 
filled with zeal in the cause of God, they having their name, 
saith Josephus,f a7ro riov lit aya$$ Zt)\ovfi(vu)v,fl'Om those 
that were zealous for what was good : and therefore, after 
infinite slaughters of their brethren, they pronounced them- 
selves avafiaprr}Toi,X men without offences: and suitably to 
this prediction, Justin Martyr§ informs us, that the Jews did 
KarapaaOcu Iv rate awaywy dig avTwv tovc Tnartvovrai; IttX tov 
Xpiarbv, disgrace and execrate the Christians in their syna- 
gogues, and were aurox*fpe avrtov, killing them with their 
own hands wherever they could. This they will do, saith 
Christ, because they know not the Father ; i. e. how alieu 
those cruelties are from his benign nature : so Grotius. 
(See the note on xv. 21.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 4. Tliat when the time cometh you may remem- 
ber, &c] And so be assured of my Divine prescience and 
veracity ; and therefore may not doubt of that assistance 
and consolation I have promised you under these (roubles. 
But here it may be asked, why Christ here saith, Tliese 
things I said not to you at the beginning, because I teas 
with you, when in the first mission of the apostles to preach 
in the cities of Judea, he useth almost the same words? 
Matt, x.17, 18. and the like words, Matt. xxiv. O.Luke vi. 



• In voce niddttu t De Bella .Tad. lib. th. cap. 30. p. 986. 

X Ibid. cap. 34. p. 990. 13. 

$ Dial, cum TYjrph. p. 234. C. 323. C. 363. C. Apol. ii. p. 72. 
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22. Woltzogenius answers, that Christ in these places had 
in the general informed them of the great persecutions they 
were to suffer, bat had not so clearly told them they were to 
suffer them on the account of religion ; but this seems a mis- 
take, for he had told them, that they were to suffer these 
things in the Jewish synagogues for his name's sake, and/or 
righteousiiess sake, Matt. v. 12, 13. x. 18. xxiv, 9. I answer 
therefore, that what was spoken, Matt. xxiv. 9. was said 
about this time ; and so Christ might well say, He said it 
not to them from the beginning ; and that what Christ saith, 
Matt. x. and Luke vi.- does plainly respect the times, which 
were to come upon them, after our Lord's departure from 
them: for the words of Christ in St. Matthew, from ver.16. 
to 36. respect those times when they were to give testimemy 
to him before the gentiles, (ver.l8.)and were to Refilled by 
the Holy Spirit, (vcr. 20.) and so do the words of St. Luke 
also, as appears from the particle orav, when these things 
shall happen ; what therefore Christ there foretells asfuture, 
he speaks of here as instant, and now ready to befal them. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 5. And none of you asketh me, Wldther goest 
thou ?] This Peter asked, xiii. 36. but received no direct 
answer; they did not therefore so ask as to know, (xiv. 5.) 
much less to consider duly whither he was going, viz* to 
his and their Father's house, (John xx.17.) or why he went, 
viz. to prepare a mansion for you, (xiv . 2.) or none of them 
asked now. his departure was at hand, and so gave greater 
reason for this inquiry, whither he was going? 

[ 6 ] Ver. 7. It is expedient for you that I go away.'] Since 
by the advent of the. Holy Spirit you will find greater com- 
fort than from my presence ; now this Spirit was not to 
come till Christ was glorified, and had ascended into hea- 
ven. (Johnvii.39.) The word irapaKXij^g, here mentioned, 
signifies an advocate and a comforter; he did the part of 
an advocate in respect of Christ and his gospel, by con- 
vincing the world of sin in not believing on him, and of the 
righteousness of Christ, (ver. 9 — II.) and by confirming the 
apostles' testimony of him by signs and miracles, and va- 
rious gifts imparted to them, (Heb.ii. 4. 1 John v. 6— 8.) and 
by pleading their cause before kings arid rulers, (Matt. x. 
18, 19.) and against all their adversaries. (Lukexxi,15. 
Acts vi. 10.) In respect of the apostles and the faithful, he 
also did the part of a Comforter, as being sent for their 
consolation aud support in all their troubles, filling their 
hearts with joy and gladness, and giving them an inward 
testimony of God s love to them, and an assurance of their 
future happiness. (Rom.viii. 15,16.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 8, 9. He tvill convince the world of sin, because 
they believe not in me.] The Holy Spirit had departed from 
the Jews about four hundred years since ; and his return, 
according to Christ's promise^ must be sufficient to evince, 
that Jesus, who had thus shed the Spirit upon his disciples, 
was the true Messiah, and so to convince them of sin, who 
believed not in him, as we see it did, Acts ii. 37. 41. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 10. Of righteousness, because I go to the Father.] 
For that was a sufficient evidence, that the Father owned 
him as a righteous person, and his true prophet, though by 
the Jews he was condemned as an impostor. Now this the 
Holy Spirit proved, because his mission from heaven, and 
the miraculous powers done by him in the name of Jesus, 
evinced, that he who sent this Spirit from heaven was trans- 
lated thither. Hence Peter from this effusion of the Holy 
Spirit argues, that this Jesus was by God made Lord and 



Christ, (Acts ii. 36.) and that the Jews had crucified that 
Holy and Just One whom the Father had glorified. (Acts 
iii.13,14.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 11. Of judgment, because the prince of -this world 
is judged.] i.e. Because Satan, the prince of this world, 
is now to be condemned, and cast out of his dominions : 
whence it may appear, that all who belpng to his king- 
dom, and choose rather to serve him than Christ, their law- 
ful prince and judge, shall be condemned with him. (See 
the preface to the Epistles, §. 10.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 12. I have yet many things to say to you, but ye 
cannot bear them yet.] viz. Concerning the abolishment of 
the sabbath, and the ceremonial law, justification by faith 
without the works of the law, the rejection of the Jews, 
and the calling of the gentiles, which, through the preju- 
dices you now lie under, ye cannot yet bear. (See Orig. 
contra Celsum, lib. ii. p. 57, 58.) 

[ u ] Ver. 13« The Spirit of truth shall lead you into all 
truth.] Necessary to your apostolical office, and to direct 
the Christian church to the end of the world in all saving 
truth: for, as Ircnaeus notes,* The doctrine which they 
taught, they after delivered in the Scriptures, to be the pillar 
and foundation of our faith. And as St. Austin adds,+ 
Christ having committed to them the writing of those things, 
which he tvould havens read, they chose out those things to 
write which they judged sufficient to be written for the sal- 
vation of the faithful. It is therefore certain, that the apo- 
stles, in compiling the canon of Scripture, were so assisted 
by the Holy Spirit, as to write all truths necessary for the 
salvation of believers, and, consequently, that all things 
necessary to be believed or done by Christians, are fully 
and perspicuously contained in the Holy Scriptures. 

[ 1S ] And he shall teach you things to come.] From this, and 
from the parallel place, xiv. 26. He shall bring all things to 
your remembrance which I have said to you, two things are 
evident : (1.) That this promise of the Holy Spirit can be- 
long only to the apostles, seeing to their remembrance only 
could Christ bring those things which he had said to them. 
(2.) That this promise can agree to no councils assembled 
after their decease, seeing they never challenged to them- 
selves the gift of prophecy, nor had future contingencies re- 
vealed to them. 

["] Ver. 14, 15. He shall glorify me : for he shall receive 
of mine, and shall shew it to you. All things which the Fa- 
ther hath are mine.] These words contain two arguments 
for the Divinity of Christ. For, 

First, The things the Holy Spirit was to receive from 
Christ, who is emphatically styled the truth, are, all truth 
by the apostles to be delivered to the church, and all future 
contingencies respecting the church to the end of the world: 
for, saith SchlictingiusJ here, To this xve are to refer the 
Revelation of St. John, in which are contained prophecies of 
the state of the church from that time to the end of the world. 



* "ApaHtolievangeliam quod tauoproeconiaverunt, postea per Dei voluulatem in 
Scriptoria nobis tradiderunt,fondaraentura el columnam ttustrao fidei fuloram." Lib. 
iii. cap. 1. ** Quicquid Clirislus de stria factis el dictis jiob Jegere voluit, hoo scriben* 
dom illis tanquam suis maoibua imperavit." 

t " Eleciaque ease quae acriberentar ea qua? aalati credenlium aufficere videbao- 
tar." De Consens. Evangel, lib. i. cap. 35. et Tr. 49. in Joh. p. S55. 

$ " Is revelabit vubis quid vel enm mundo, Tel cum Judaic© populo, vel cum 
eccleaia in pusterura agelur; line etiam pertinet tota Apocalypsis Joliaunis, in qua 
contincntar prophclix de mirabili ttata ccclesias Cbristi, ab illo tempore usque ad 
finein rauadi." 
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Now the knowledge of these things must imply a Divine 
prescience. We speak (saith the apostle) the wisdom of 
God, which God hath revealed to us by his Spirit; (1 Cor. ii. 
7. 10.) Christ therefore, from whom the Spirit received these 
things, mast be God. Lastly, God saith to the idols of the 
gentiles, Shew the things that are to come, that we may know 
that ye are gods; (Isa. xli. 23.) he therefore who sheweth 
these things to the Spirit must be God. 

Secondly, By saying, all things which the Father hath 
are mine; he challenges to himself the incommunicable at- 
tributes, and consequently that essence which is insepa- 
rable from them. 

Ans. To this Woltzogenius answers, That the phrase, 
all things, must be restrained to the subject of Christ's dis- 
course, viz. to all things, which the Spirit of truth was to 
reveal to them, and which respected their office and the 
good of the chureh; all which things the Father had com- 
municated to him. 

But (1.) Christ saith not here, I am conscious to the se- 
crets of my Father; but all things which the Father hath 
are mine. (2.) Christ here gives the reason, why he had 
said, he shall receive of mine, viz. because all that the Fa- 
ther hath is mine* Take away any thing from the generality 
of this expression, and you render our Lord's inference 
infirm, since that which you take away, the Holy Spirit 
might not receive from him. (3.) All those things, which 
he confesses are here to be understood, are sufficient to 
prove the Divinity of Christ, as the citation from him 
shews. 

[ u ] Ver. 23. And in that day ye shall ask vie nothing.] 
i. e. When I have sent the Holy Spirit, to lead you into all 
truth, you shall have no need to inquire satisfaction in any 
thing, as now ye do, or to ask the sense of any thing sug- 
gested to you by the Spirit, as you sometimes ask the 
meaning of my words. This sense of the word Ipurqv is 
gathered from ver. 19. they were desirous epwrqv to inquire 
of him the sense of those words, yet a little while, and ver. 
30. there is no need that any one Iporr^ should inquire of 
thee — in that ddy, i. e. say St. Austin and Maldonate, in 
the day of judgment; but then the apostles could have no-, 
thing farther to ask for the church's benefit. And, secondly, 
it appears from the preceding verse, that day was the 
time when they should see him again after his resurrection, 
and so on. Nor can.Origen's* conceit , stand, that Christ 
here excludes himself, requiring them to pray only to God t 
the Father, this being contrary to the practice of St. Paul, 
and the whole Christian church. (See note on Rom. x. 13.) 
[ ,4 ] Ver. 24. Hitherto have ye asked riothing in my name.] 
t e. By me as mediator betwixt God and man, and with re- 
spect to my merits ; do this after my death, and intercession 
for you at the right hand of God, and you shall receive 
such answers as will fill you with joy. 

Ver. 25. These things I have spoken to you lv Trapotfiiatc 
in parables.] Uapotfiia 1<tt\ Xoyog w<p(\tfiog pir liriKptyttDg 
fitrgiag eicStSo/xevoc, A proverb (saith St. Basil) is a pro- 
fitable speech uttered with some obscurity, and so it is here, 
as is apparent from the answer of the apostles, ver. 29. Lo, 
now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no proverb; and 
from the following words in the same verse, Hereafter I 






shall no more speak to you in proverbs, but shall shew you 
plainly (the will) of my Father. 

[ 16 ] Ver. 2G, 27. And I say not that I will ask the Father, 
for he himself loveth you.] i. e. I need not say this for your 
comfort, that I will intercede with my Father for you, 
seeing his love to you, who have thus loved me, is so 
great, as to incline him to grant your petitions on his own 
accord. 

["] Ver. 28. I came out from the Father.] See note on 
xiii. 3. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 30. By this ive believe that thou earnest forth 
from God.] Why did they not believe him to be God ? saith 
Woltzogenius. Ans. They say this sufficiently, by owning 
he knew all things, even the thoughts of men's hearts ; 
and thence, as they well might, concluding, he came forth 
from God: for omniscience arid the knowledge of the 
heart, being the attributes of God, (1 Kings viii. 39. Jer. 
xvii. 10.) they cannot be communicated to any without 
the communication of the Divine nature. 

[ 19 ] Ver. 33. Be of good comfort, I have overcome the 
world.] Being prepared to suffer that death, by which I am 
to be freed from all the injuries -of the .world, and to be 
crowned with glory, and you shall also do it by faith in me, 
which is your victory over the world, (1 John v. 4, 5.) and 
by my strength, which shall enable you to do all things, 
(Phil. iv. 13.) of which you cannot doubt after so many 
tokens of my love. (Rom. viii. 35—37.) 

CHAP. XVII. 

1. A HESE words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come ( that my work 
on earth by my sufferings now instant should be finished, ver. 
4 *) I 1 ] glorify (now) thy Son (by his advancement to the 
right hand of majesty and power), that thy Son also may 
glorify thee, (by propagating the knowledge of thee and of 
thy gospel through the world. See Examen Millii.) 

2. [ 2 ] As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he 
should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him 
(so instate him in that kingdom in which he shall exercise 
that power hi bringing many to the faith, and so fitting them 

for life eternal). 

3. And this is (the true way) to life eternal, that they 
may [ 3 ] know thee (to be) the only true God (in opposition 
to those false gods they now ignorantly worship), and (may 
know and believe in) Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent (to 
reveal this life to them). 

4. I have glorified thee on the earth (by declaring thy 
will to the Jews): I have finished the work (the prophetical 
office) which thou gavest me to do (on earth). 

5. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
self ( by exalting even my human nature to the right hand of 
glory, and crowning me) with [ 4 ] that glory which (as to my 
Divine nature) I had with thee before the world was. 

G. I have manifested thy name ( and doctrine) to [*] the 
men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they* 
were (by faith in thee before), and thou gavest them me 
(by causing them to believe in me); and they have kept 
thy word. 

7. [ 6 ] Now they have (fully) known that all things what- 
soever thou hast given (i. e. authorized) me (to do or say), 
are of thee (i. e. were indeed thy words and works) : 
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8. For I have given (i. e. declared) to them the words, 
which thou gavest (in commission to) me (to speak); and 
they have received them (as thine), and have known 
surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed 
that thou didst send me. . r 

9. I pray for them : f 7 ] I pray not (in this address) for the 
world, but for them which thou hast (already) given me 
( out ofit)> for they are mine (having thee for their Father). 

10. And all mine are thine (t hy children), and thine are 
mine (having mt for their teacher and guide); and I am 
glorified in thorn (by the miracles done by them in my name, 
and by the converts they make to the Christian faith). 

11. And now I am no more in the world, [ 8 ].but these 
(my apostles) are (to continue) m the world, and I (am to) 
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine [ 9 ] own 
name (or power) those whom thou hast given me, that they 
may be one as we are (by the participation of the, Spirit. 
See Examen Millii.) 

12. While I was with them in. the world, I have kept 
them in thy name: (and by thy power imparted to me,) 
those that thou gavest me, I have kept, and [ I0 ] none of 
them is lost (hath perished, or fallen off from me) y but the 
son of perdition (and this it was thy pleasure to permit); 
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled. (See Examen Millii.) 

13. And now come I to thee; and these things I speak 
(in their audience, while I am) in the world, ["] that they 
might have my joy (the joy which I have promised them; 
xv. 11.) fulfilled in themselves (by the presence of the 
Spirit, zvhose fruits are joy and peace). 

14. I have given (i. e. taught) them thy word; and the 
[ w ] world hath hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world. (See xv. 18, 19.) • 

15. I pray thee not that thou shoiildest take them out 
of the world, but that thou wouldest keep them [ 13 ] from 
the evil (of the world. 

16. And thus I pray, because) they are not of the world 
(and so will certainly be hated by it), even as (I have been, 
because) I am not of the world. 

17. Sanctify [ w ] them through (Gr. in, or for the propa- 
gation of) thy truth (by sending the Holy Ghost upon them): 
thy word (they are to preach to the world) is (the) truth. 

18. As thou hast sent me into the w r or!d (to deliver thy 
mind to it), even so have I also sent them into the world 
(on the same errand: see note on xx. 21.) 

19. And [ 15 ] for their sakes 1 sanctify (i. e. offer up) my- 
self (a piacnlar victim), that they also (being justified 
through faith in me) might be sanctified through (Gr. in or 
for) the truth. (See ver. 17.) 

20. Neither pray I for [ l6 ] these alone, bat for them also 
which shall believe on me through their word ; 

21. [ 17 ] That they all may be one ; as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us (by the 
participation of that Spirit which is in me): that the world 
(by the powerful operations of this Spirit in them) may (be 
induced to) believe that thou bast sent me. 

22. And [ 18 ] the glory which thou gavest me (L e. the 
power of doing miracles by the Spirit of God), I have given 
them ; that they may be one, as we are one : (ver. 21.) 

23. 1 in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one (spirit^ working in them as it did in me); 
and that (so) the world may know that thou hast sent me, 
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.' 



24. Father, [ 19 ] I will that they also whom thou hast 
given me (zvhen they have finished their course on earth) 
be with me where I am ; that they may behold my glory, 
which thou hast given me : for (because) thou lovedst 
me before the foundation of the world. 

25. O righteous Father, ( the men of) the world have not 
known thee : but I have known thee, and these have known 
that thou hast sent me. 

26. And I have declared to them thy name, and (farther) 
will declare it (by the illuminations of the Holy Spirit): 
that (so) [ c0 ] the love wherewith thou hast loved me (which 
moved thee to give the Holy Spirit without measure to me, 
John iii.34, 35.) might be in them, and I in them (by the 
same Spirit). ^ ; 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVII. 

[»] Ver.l. GLORIFY thy Son.} Not only by his ad- 
vanccment to a state of glory, bat by such wonders attend- 
ing his sufferings, and such a glorious resurrection, as may 
entirely remove the scandal of the cross. In answer to 
which request, some were forced, even by what they saw. 
at his death, to say, Surely this man was the Son of God; 
and others, who had clamoured for his death, to smite their, 
breasts; and God soon after declared, that he had made 
him Lord and Christ, a Prince and Saviour. (Acts ii. 36.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. Ka0wc t^nag, As thou hast given him power, 
over all flesh.} In destination and promise only, say most 
interpreters. But since the Baptist said SISwkev, he hath 
given all things into his hands, (iii. 35.) seeing the evange- 
list saith the same, xiii. 3. seeing Christ himself saith, the 
Father SISwkc he hath given all judgment to the Son, (v. 22.) 
and promi^eth to raise the dead, because eScuke, he had 
given him power to judge all men, and Christ himself saith 
not, Malt, xxviii. 18. all power is now given me, but &6O71, 
hath been given me in heaven and in earth; I see no reason 
for this restriction or limitation of the word ; only it may be. 
granted, that as be only exercised this power upon earth,- 
whilst he was in it, so was he to exercise it from heaven, 
more fully after his resurrection. 

[*] Ver. 3. To know thee, rbv \x6vov aXr}0tvbv Qebv, the only 
true God, and him zvhom thou hast sent, Jesus Christ.] i. e. 
That the gentiles, quitting their dumb idols and false gods, 
may own thee alone to be the living, (1 Thess. i. 9.) and 
true God, who madest heaven and earth, (Acts xiv. 15.) and 
that the Jews may own me to be thy Son sent to them from 
heaven, and that Messiah, which, according to thy promise 
made to Abraham and David, thou hastsent to them; for 
by knowing thee fully, they will know me also, whom all 
men are to worship as they worship the Father, and whom 
he that doth not worship, doth not truly honour the Father:. 
(v. 23.) for I and the Father are one; (x. 30.) whom no man 
knoweth who he is, but the Father, and he to whom the Fa- 
ther will reveal him ; (Luke x. 22.) whom he that denies hath 
not the Father; (1 John ii. 23.) doth not know him, and he 
that seeth, sees the Father also, (xiv. 9. xv. 21. xvi. 3.) 

Obj. Here the Socinians say, that these words plainly 
prove that the Father alone is the true God, and that by 
the words /jlovovtov uX^Otvov, the only true God, Christ must 
be excluded from being trufe God, since otherwise the Fa- 
ther would not be only so. But to this wo answer, 

Ans. 1. That these words cannot be reasonably supposed 
(o exclude him from a true Divinity, who is in Scripture 
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styled 6 ak^ivbg Gcoc, the true God: now that Christ is so 
styled, sec the note on 1 John v. 20. Truo therefore is the 
gloss of Grotius, that he is styled the only true God, in ex- 
clusion of those, " quos falsa gentium persuasio introduxe- 
rat," whom the false persuasion of the gentiles had intro- 
duced; not so as to exclude the other persons, but nar 
ovTi$*aaToA>/v rT/c 7roAv0£fac, ** opposition to polytheism; as 
Epiphanius,* or ac dvatptcnv twv fir) Trt^vtcorwv dvai a\i}0ivu>v, 
for the removal of those which by nature are not true gods, as 
Atha'nasius saith.f Hence the Pseudo-Ignatius;}: observes, 
that the evangelists saying, the Father is the only true God, 
did not omit what belonged to our Lord, but premised this 
saying, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word ivas 
God. And in this sense the word only is frequently applied 
to God in the Old Testament: so Deut. xxxii. 12. Kvptoc 
liovag, the Lord only was their guide, and there was no Gtoc 
dXXorpiog, false God with them, and yet the angel in whom 
his name was, (Exod. xxiii. 21.) tvent with them; the angel of 
his presence saved them, (Isa.lxviii.9.) and was the captain of 
their host: (Josh. v. 14.) so alsoIsa.xliii.il. IamtheLord } 
and there is no Saviour besides me; andver.12. lam the Lord 
your God, and there is no dWorpiog, strange God with me: 
(see Judg. x. 16. 1 Sam. vii. 3. Psal. lxxxi. 9.) see also the 
word solus, so used by Irenaeus often ; as when he saith of the 
Maker of the world, that he is solus Deus,§ and solus Do7ninus, 
and solus Conditor, and solus Pater, and solus continenspm- 
7iia, and yet puts into the symbol of faith owned* by all 
Christians, that Christ|| is 6 Kvgioc vfitov koL Gcoc. (See the 
note on 1 Cor, viii. 3.) . • ~ 

Woltzogenius saith, this place proves Christ is not God 
in the most perfect sense, in which he is to be understood 
to be God, " qui est auctor et origo omnis Deitatis, et qui 
Deitatem a seipso habet, non ab alio," who is the author 
and original of the whole Deity, and who hath his Divinity 
from himself, and not from another: and if this be all they 
contend for, we, who believe that Christ is God of God, 
may grant this, and yet maintain that he is God, not by title 
only, as angels and magistrates are styled Elohim, but by 
communication of the Divine nature, as being the true God, 
and having the name of God distributively given, and the 
Divine attributes ascribed to him only; i. e. in opposition 
to them who are only called gods, but are not by nature so. 

2. We answer, that the exclusive particle only, is not 
in construction to be joined with the true God thus, to know 
thee only to be the true God: for the words run not' thus, 
al fiovov tov aArjSu'ov 0£ov* but thus, at tqv povov a\i)0tvbv 
Geov, who only art true, or the God who alone art true ; and 
whereas against this Crellius objects, that the word a\r)9ivbg, 
being an adjective, cannot be hero the predicate; this is 
confuted by many instances in this Gospel ; for tpiogrb aXrj- 
Stvbv is the light which is truly so, i. 9. and so is the true 
bread, vi. 32. and the true vine, xv. 1. it being manifest 
that in all these places, true is the attribute, or the thing 
predicated, of light, bread, the vine. 

And whereas they urge farther, that the word solus, only, 
added to it, excludes all other things from any communion 
with that of which it is predicated, and so imports, that the 
Father alone is a truo God ; this assertion may be confuted 
from many instances both of the Old and the New Testa- 
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ment. As when Jacob says of Benjamin he is left alone, (Gen. 
xlii. 38.) viz. in respect of Joseph, not of his ten brethren; 
and of Christ, that he was left alone, viz. in respect of the 
multitude, when yet his disciples were with him, (Luke ix. 
18. 3G. John viii. 10.) and when ho saith, Ye shall leave me 
alone: and yet I am not alone, for tlte Father is with me, 
(xvi. 32.) But to proceed to instances more apposite, we 
read of the blessed and only Potentate, King of kings, and 
Lord of lords, b fi6vos ix <M)V ctOavaaiav, who only hath immor- 
tality. (1 Tim. vi. 15, 1G.) i Now if this be said of God the 
Father, as the Socinians must assert, or allow Christ to bo 
truly God, yet must they allow that Christ, who is styled 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, by reason of his power- 
ful victories over the enemies "of his church, (Rev.xvii. 14. 
xix. 15, 1G.) is also St/vaoTrjc* a Potentate; that he who hath 
life in himself and of whose kingdom there shall be no end, 
(John v. 2G. Luke i. 33.) hath also immortality ; and he 
who is exalted to God's right hand, dwells also in light inac- 
cessible: they therefore must allow that neither the word 
only, before Potentate, nor before immortality, excludes 
Christ from a communion in those attributes. Solomon 
saith of God, a. e. according to the Socinians, of the Father, 
(1 Kings viii. 39.) <n> fiovtHrraroe, thou only knowest the hearts 
of all men ; .and yet Christ saith, that all the church shall 
know, that he is the searcher of the hearts and reins,, viz. 
of all men, that being necessary, that, as it follows, he might 
give to all men according to their works: (Rev. ii. 23.) and 
St. Jude speaks of some wicked men, who denied rbv fiovov' 
Aeottottjv, Qtbv, Kol Kvptov r\}xS>v, our only Master,, God, and 
Lord, (ver. 4.) If they say this is meant of Christ, as pro- 
bably it is, all these words being put by apposition with 
one only article prefixed, and the same persons, being by 
St. Peter said to deny the Lord tliat bought them, (2 Pet. 
ii. 1.) surely they will not say, these words exclude the Fa- 
ther from being our Master, God, and Lord ; or if they do 
interpret them of God the Father, they cannot deny, against 
express Scripture, that Christ is our Lord and Master. 
(See' John xiii. 13, 14. 1 Cor. viii. 6. Eph. iv. 5.) All these 
instances therefore shewing the falsehood of that assertion, 
do also shew the weakness of the Socinians' arguments 
from these words against the Deity of Christ, and of the 
Holy Ghost. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 5. And now, Father, glorify me ivith the glory 
which I had with thee before the world teas.] Having shewed 
in the note on Phil. ii. G. that Christ had a glory with God 
the Father, before he took upon him our nature; that, when 
he did so, he laid aside this glory, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and that after his ascension he resumed 
this glory, and appeared in it, and says, that he will come 
hereafter, sometimes, in the glory of tlte Father, as Matt, 
xvi. 27. sometimes, in his own glory, Matt. xxv. 31. and 
sometimes, in the glory of both, Luke ix. 26. this glory he 
now desires to be given him, not only as the Word, as it was 
before, but as the Word made flesh also: and therefore 
Theophylact gives the sense thus, n)v avOpwirivriv uov Qvcnv 
ayayz «c tijv So^av r)v £?x ov 7ra p« CT0 * ty*** Aoyoc, bring my 
human nature into a participation of the glory which I the 
Aoyoc had with thee before the beginning of the ivorld.- But 
this plain .and obvious exposition of the words demon- 
strating his Divinity, as I have shewed in the note recited, 
the Socinians will not admit of, and therefore say that he 
requests that the glory which he had before in the appoint- 
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ment, or designation of the Father only to it hereafter, he 
might now actually enjoy ; and Grotius joins with them in 
this exposition. But, ' 

First, It seems unreasonable to say absolutely he had 
any thing before he had a being to have, supposing a sub- 
ject in which that is contained, which he is said to have. 
The first place citedby. Grotius as parallel, viz. that Christ 
was foreknown before the foundation of the world, (IPet. 
i. 2.) is plainly impertinent, there being no hint in the words 
of Christ here of any such foreknowledge, but a plain as- 
sertion that he liad this glory before the foundation of the 
world. So are the words cited from Eph. i. 4. Hehath 
elected us in Christ before the foundation of the world, to be 
holy: for the apostle saith not, as Christ doth of his glory, 
that we had any holiness before the foundation of the world, 
but only that we were chose to it. His third instance, from 
Rev. xiii. 8. where we read thus, Wlibse names were not 
written in the book of life, of the Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation of the worlds seems only pertinent, because it is 
ill translated ; for that the true translation should be thus, 
Wliose names were not written from the foundation of the 
world, (i. e. were not written) in the book of life of the Lamb 
slain, is evident from xvii. 8. where we read thus, Whose 
names are not written in the book of life from the foundation 
of the world. And, lastly, the citation from 2 Tim. i. 9. He 
hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, according 
to his ow7i purpose, and grace given. to us in Christ Jesus, 
before all ages, seems only to be pertinent on the same ac- 
count; translate the words thus, According to his own pur- 
pose before all ages, and the grace given us in Jesus Christ; 
and there is in them no appearance, of any likeness to 
Christ's words : and this translation is sufficiently con- 
firmed from the parallel places, Tit. i. 2, 3. Eph. i. 3, 4. 

Secondly, Christ here so.\th,Glorifymewiththeglory which 
I had napa <roi, with thee; now that phrase signifies as much 
as with thee, or in thy presence, in the perpetual use of 
Scripture. So Numb. xxii. 9. Wlio are the men that are 
Trapa aol, with thee? ISam. xxii. 3. Let my father and 
mother be napa aol, with thee: now he that hath no being 
cannot, without the greatest catachrcsis, be said to be with 
another. And, lastly, Christ speaks of a glory, which the 
Father had given him, because he loved him before the foun- 
dation of the world: now sure it is improper to say any 
thing is beloved when it is nothing; or, when it hath no 
being. 

[ 5 ] Ver. G. I have manifested thy name to those whom thou 
hast given me out of the tvorld.] i. e. To my disciples, 
whom thou hast given to me, by causing them to believe 
in me ; I have by my doctrine taught them, and by my 
miracles, done before their eyes, given them the clearest 
prospect of thy power, wisdom, holiness, and goodness. 

[6] Ver. 7. Now they have known,] By my Divine doc- 
trine and miracles, which they have heard and seen, that 
I derived both from thee. 

[ 7 ]Vcr. 9. I pray not for the world.'] These things which 
follow respecting only my apostles, which are to preach 
my gospel to all nations, I request not for that world, 
which hath no knowledge of me. They who hence argue, 
that Christ died not for the tvorld, nor sought the salvation 
of it, but of some few persons in it, because he here prays 
not for it, must be mistaken ; for, 

First, They plainly contradict both Christ and his apo- 



stles, for Christ saith, he came not to condemn the world, 
but that it might be saved, John xii. 47. that God sent his 
Son into the world, that the world, through him, might be 
saved, iii. 17. Hence this evangelist assures us, he was 
the propitiation for the sins of the whole world, 1 John ii. 2. 
and others of them, that he came to seek and to save, that 
which was lost, as doubtless all the world was. (Matt. 
xviii. 11.) 

Secondly, They vainly argue, that Christ never prayed 
for the world, because he saith here, I do not do it 
now, which. is arguing against plain matter of fact: for 
how oft doth he say to the Jews, Ye are of the world, (John 
viii. 23.) and of his apostles chosen out of them, that they 
were called out of the world? as here, ver. 6. 14. 16. and 
yet he saith to them, Luke xix. 42. e! iyvwg, How do I wish 
tliat thou hadst known, in this thy day, the things which 
belong to thy peace! And, hanging on the cross, he said, 
Father, forgive them, Lukexxiii. 34. making intercession 
for those transgressors, Isa. liii; 12.- He therefore saith, 
that; in this address, he prayed not for them, because he 
was asking those things which could not agree to them, 
but to his apostles only, or to those whom God had given 
him out of the world; viz. that they might be consecrated to 
their apostolical functions or by that Spirit which the world 
could not receive, John xiv. 17. that their joy, from his pre- 
sence with them, might be full; nor is there any thing in this 
whole prayer which is not proper to believers only. And, 

Thirdly, This very prayer for them is made for the sake 
of the world, and with respect to, their saving faith; i. e. 
for them who should believe through. his word, ver. 20* 
that the world might'believe and know that the Father. hath 
sent him, ver. 23. So that he prayed for his apostles for 
this very end, that the world by their means might be- 
lieve, and believing might have life through his name: it is 
therefore plain he made this prayer, in which he saith, 
I pray not for the world, out of affection to the world, and 
with this design, that the preaching of the apostles to them 
might be more effectual for their conversion and salvation. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 11*. Kat ovrot, But they are in the world.].Ka\ 
here signifies but, as Gen. xxxi. 7. Exod. i. 17. vii. 12. 
Numb. iv. 20. v. 28. Dcut. i. 43. iii. 7. iv. 9. viii. 18. Josh. 
i. 8. 1 Sam. i. 13. Psal. iv. 3. Matt. i. 25. xi. 17. xii. 39. 
xvii. 12. John v. 40. 

[ 9 ] Keep them in thy name.'] i. e. By thy power; so name 
is used, 1 Sam. xvii. 45. 2 Chron. xiv. 11. Psal. xliv. 5. 
Ixxxix. 24. Matt. vii. 22. Acts iv. 7. 

02c eSwKac/ioi; see Examen Millii in locum. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 12. And none of them is lost.] i. e. Either by tem- 
poral death, (xviii. 9.) or by falling off from me, but 6 vlbg 
t?is anvXdas, the son of perdition, i. e. Judas, worthy'of per- 
dition. So a son of death is one worthy of it, 2 Sam. xii. 
5. and Wvog tnrtiyXtiag is a nation fit to be destroyed, Ecclus. 
xvi. 9. (Sec Matt; xxiii. 15. and the note on Eph. ii. 3.) 

[ n ] Ver. 33. That they may have my joy fulfilled in them.] 
i. e. That the joy they had hitherto from my love to them, 
(v. 11.) my presence with them, and care of them, may, in 
my absence, be increased by the presence of that Spirit 
with them, who will supply my bodily absence, (xvi. 7.) and 
whose fruits are joy and peace ; (Gal. v. 22.) yea, by whom 
I, though absent iu body, am still present with them, 
(xiv. 11.) 

[ 12 ] Ver. 14. The tvorld hath hated them, &c] This desirp 
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of thy protection and assistanco is needful to them, who 
will be certainly exposed to great hatred from the world ; 
and fit to be granted by thee, seeing they will be thus 
hated for preaching thy word to the world. 
• ["] Ver. 15. But that thou shouldest keep them turb rov ttovtj- 
povfrom the evil.'] i. c. From the evil men of the world, and 
from Satan, the prince of the world, who by their means 
endeavours, by fiery persecutions, to suppress the truth, 
and destroy or discourage the preachers of it; whence 
their persecutions are ascribed not to them but to Satan, 
Luke xxii. 31. 1 Thess. ii. 18. iii. 5. Rev. ii. 10. From 
the eleventh to the sixteenth verse wo lcavn, how neces- 
sary Divine aid is to our preservation and success, even in 
pious enterprises, and so how ncccss"vry it is to seek it by 
fervent prayer; and also from our Saviour's affection to 
them, care of them, and prayer for them, how certain they 
who sincerely devote themselves to his service may be of 
his aid in it, and his protection while they are so employed. 

[ M ] Ver. 17. 'AyiaZov, &c Sanctify them by thy truth.'] 
i. e. Consecrate and set them apart, for the propagation of 
thy truth. Now this sanctification to the priesthood under 
the old testament, was made, first, with a sacrifice of- 
fered for them. So Moses receives a command, ayta&tv, 
to sanctify the priests, Sxrrt hpartfeiv pot avrovcy that they 
might serve or offer to God, by the oblation of a bullock 
or a ram, Exod.xxix. 1. and thus Christ- sanctified his 
apostles by offering up himself for them, ver. 19. Secondly, 
By anointing them with holy oil; (ver. 7.) and in this sense, 
Christ desires here tho Father to sanctify them to their 
office, by the descent of the Holy Spirit, styled, the oil of 
gladness, and the promise of the Father, on them, and by 
whose assistance they became able ministers of the new 
testament, (2 Cor. iii. G.) which before they were not ; and 
are therefore bid not to begin their preaching to the world, 
till this Spirit from on high was come upon them. (Luke 
xxiv. 49. Acts i.8.) 

[ 15 ] Ver. 19. Kai vrrip avrwv, And for them I sanctify my- 
self] i. e. I offer up myself to be slain, as a piaeular vic- 
tim, as Chrysostom saith here ; in which sense, the word 
ayta&tv is often used, as I have shewed, note on Heb. ii. 
11. Nor do these words admit of the sense which some 
give them, thus, For their sakes I shall, by my resurrec- 
tion, sheio myself to be the Holy One; for, as that is not 
to sanctify himself so neither was it so needful for their 
sakes, who believed this already, saith our Lord, ver. 7, 8. 

I 16 ] Ver. 20. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
that shall believe, &c.] As Christ (ver. 17.) had prayed for 
his apostles, that they might be filled with the Spirit, so 
here he. asks the same thing for those that should believe 
through their word, that they also might be replenished with 
the gifts of the. Holy Ghost, according to the prediction of 
the Baptist, Matt. iii. 11. and his own promise, vii. 38, 39. 
and as it after came to pass. That these words, viz. That 
they may be one, as thou, Father, art m me, and I in thee; 
are to be interpreted not of a union of concord, but by the 
participation of the Spirit, of the Father, and the Son, is 
proved ; see note on xiv. 20. Add that Christ declares, 
he did his miracles by tho Holy Spirit, (Matt. xii. 28.) that 
the Spirit was given to him without measure, (iii. 34.) that 
thereby he was anointed to preach the gospel. (Lukeiv. 18, 
19.) Christ also says, that the Father, abiding in him, did 
these miracles, (xiv. 10.) and that the Jews, by the doctrine 



thus preached, by virtue of this unction, and the miracles 
thus done by the Spirit of God, might and ought to know, 
that the Father was in him, and he in the Father: (x. 38.) 
and he promises, that they who believed in him should do 
greater works than he had done, because, going to the Fa- 
ther, he would send the Holy Spirit to them to abide ever 
with them; (xiv. 12. 10 — 18.) and then adds, that in that 
day they should know that I am in the Father, andyouin 
me, and I in you, (ver. 20.) All which things prove, that the 
Father was in Christ, and he in him ; not only by the union 
of the Divine nature with the human, but by union of the 
same Spirit .also residing in him; and consequently the 
union of believers with them both must be by the same 
Spirit : whence it is said, that he that is joined to the Lord, 
is tv nvtiffia, x>ne spirit with him, 1 Cor. vi. 17. that their 
bodies are made the temples of the Holy Ghost, ver. 19. 
and they are a habitation of God through the Spirit, Eph. 
ii. 2. This farther will appear from the end of this union, 
which is, saith Christ, that the world may believe and know 
that thou hast sent me: for this the apostles testified, and 
made known to the world, not by their concord, but by vir- 
tue of that Spirit with which they were endowed from on 
high, and which God gave to them that believe: (Acts v. 
32.) and this interpretation we may learn from the words 
of Irenaeus,* to the same effect. This also will be still more 
evident from the words following. 

. [ 17 ]Ver.21. w Ivo7ravrcc?vt5(rt, That all may be one.] Origen 
here saith, the apostles and the prophets shall then know 
the Father, orav yivwvrat tv y d>c vtoc Kai Trarr/p tv ztaiv, when 
they are become one, as the Son and Father are one, which 
he thus explains in his commentary on these words, Horn, 
v. 5. TJie love of God is shed abroad in our hearts, by the 
Spirit that he hath given us; " ut per istud spiritns sancti 
donum compleatur ille scrmo quern Dominus dixit, sicut 
tu pater in me, ct ego in te, et isti in nobis unum sint, Divi- 
noe scilicet naturae participes effecti in abundantia chari- 
tatis per Spiritum Sanctum ministratoe ;" That by this gift 
might be fulfilled that saying of the Lord, TJtat they may be 
one in its, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, being 
made partakers of the Divine nature, in the abundance of 
love ministered to them by the Holy Spirit: and in this 
sense the fathers often say, that at the resurrection we 
shall bo Qtoiroiotifxtvot, as being then completely made par- 
takers of the Divine nature, by the Spirit of God, then more 
fully dwelling in us, and so God will be all in all in his 
glorified saints. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 22. And I have given them the glory which thou 
gavest me, &c.] By this glory we arc to understand Christ's 
power of working miracles ; which power was given to the 
apostles, and those who believed through their preaching, 
by virtue of the Holy Spirit, which came down upon them : 
for, by the power of this Spirit, Christ wrought his mira- 
cles, and so manifested rfiv §o£av avTov, his glory, chap. ii. 
And the administration of the gospel is upon this account 
said to becv'Stffy, in or with glory, 2 Cor. iii. 7. 11. and the 
apostles are said to have seen the glory of the Lord, and 
to have been transformed into the likeness of it, from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord, ver. 18. (See tho 

* " Efluodit (Christas) apiritom Patris in adoaationera el coramunionern Dei ct 
homimtm, ad hoioiue* quidem depunens Denm per spiritum, ad Deum rursos itnpo- 
ncqs hominem per saatn incarnalioncm." Lib. v. cap. 1 . 
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note there.) This glory Christ is here said to have given 
his apostles, not only that they might be one with the Fa* 
ther and the Son, but also that the world might know the 
Father had loved them, as he had loved Christ, whom he 
had so loved as to give the Spirit without measure to him. 

[ 19 ] Ver. 24. 1 will that those whom thou hast given me, 
may be with me, &c.] i. e. I will that they may be received 
up after the resurrection into heaven, as I was 5 for it seems 
probable, that none of the saints, no, not the apostles, are 
to be received into the supremo heaven, to enjoy the bear 
tific vision, before that time. (See note on xiv. 3.) 

PJ Ver. 2G. That the love wherewith thou hast loved me, 
may be in them.] i. e. That thou mayest love them, as being 
thy sons by adoption, so as to make them partakers of an 
eternal inheritance, (Rom. viir. 17.) and so as to fill them 
with thy Spirit, (Gal. iv. 6.) and, raising them from the dead, 
mayest crown them with eternal glory. 

CHAR XVIIL 

1. WHEN Jesus had spoken these words, he f 1 ] went 
forth (of the city) with his disciples, (and went) over the 
brook Cedron, where was a garden, into which he entered, 
and his disciples. 

2. And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place.: 
for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples. 

3. Judas then, having received a band of men and of- 
ficers from the chief priests and pharisees, cometh thither 
(it being night) with lanterns, and torches, and weapons 
(to apprehend him). 

4. Jesus therefore, [ 2 ] knowing all things which should 
come upon him, went forth, and said to them, Whom 
seek ye ? 

5. They answered him, (We seek) Jesus of Nazareth. 
Jesus saith to them, I am he. And Judas also, who be- 
trayed him, stood with them (when he said this). 

6. As soon then as he had said to them, I am he, they 
went backward, and fell to the ground. 

7. Then (when they were risen up) asked he them again, 
Whom seek ye ? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 

8. Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if 
therefore ye seek me (only), let these (my disciples) go 
their way. 

9. (And this he said) [*] that the saying might be ful- 
filled, which he spake, Of them (apostles) which thou hast 
given me, have I lost none (i. e. I have suffered none to 
perish). 

10. Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and 
smote the high-priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. 
(And) the servant's name was Malchus. 

11. Then said Jesus to Peter, [ 4 ] Put up thy sword into 
the sheath : (for) the cup which my Father hath given me 
(to drink), shall I not drink it? 

12. Then [ 5 ] the band, and the captain, and officers of 
the Jews, took Jesus, and bound him, 

13. Arid led him away to [ 6 ] Annas first; for he was fa- 
ther-in-law to Caiaphas, which (Caiaphas) was the high- 
priest that same year (that Jesus was crucified). 

14. Now Caiaphas was he (Gr. andit was that Caiaphas) 
which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that 
one man should die (Gr. perish) for the (preservation of 
the) people. 
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15. And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and [ 7 ] (so did) 
another disciple: that disciple was known to the high- 
priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high- 
priest. . 

1G. But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out 
that other disciple, which was known to the high-priest, 
and spake to her that kept the door, and brought in Peter v 

17. Then said the damsel that kept the door to Peter, 
Art not thou also one of this man's disciples ? He saith, 
I am not. 

18. And the servants and officers stood there, who had 
made a fire of coals; for it [ 8 ] was cold: and they warmed 
themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed 
himself, 

19. The high-priest then (Annas having sent Jesus to 
him) asked Jesus of his .disciples, and of his doctrine. 

20. Jesus answered him, I spake (my doctrine) openly 
to the world; I ever taught (it) in p] the synagogue, and 
in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in 
secret have I said nothing. 

'21. Why (then) askest thou me (of my doctrine)? ask 
(rather) them which heard me, what I have said to them : 
behold, they know what I said, 

22. And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers 
which stood by struck Jesus (on the cheek) with the palm 
of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high-priest so 
(rudely) ? 

.23. Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear 
witness of the evil: but if (I have said) well, [ 10 ] why 
smitest thou me? , 

. 24. (This he said to him,) now (that) Annas ["] had sent 
him bound to Caiaphas the high-priest. 

25. And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself (with 
the servants). They said therefore to him, (see note on 
Mattxxvi. 69.) Art not thou also one of his disciples? 
He denied it, and said, I am not. 

26. One of the servants of the high-priest, being his kins- 
man whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the 
garden with him? 

27.. Peter then denied (it) again: and immediately the 
cock crew. 

28. Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas to the hall of 
judgment: and it was early ; and ( but) they [ 12 ] themselves 
went not into the judgment-hall (among the heathens), lest 
they should be defiled (by them); but (stayed without) that 
they might eat the passover (i. e. the other paschal offerings, 
clean and undefiled). 

29. Pilate then went out to them, and said, What accu- 
sation bring you against this man ? 

30. They, answered and said to him, If he were not a 
malefactor, wc would not have delivered him up to thee. 

• 31. Then said Pilate to them, Take ye him, and judge 
him according to your law. The Jews therefore said to him, 
[}?] It is not lawful for us to put any man to death : (and 
this they said not, that they might not have done this after 
such licence given, but) 

32. That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he 
spake, signifying what death he should die (viz. by being 
lifted up upon the cross). 

33. Then Pilate entered into the judgment-hall again, 
and called Jesus, and said to him, Art thou the King of 
the Jews ? 

3Q 
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34. Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this tiling (tnakest 
thoa this inquiry) of thyself, (from a desire to know the 
truth?) or (because) others did tell it thee of me? (laying 
it to my charge as a crime, that I profess myself Messiah 
their King.) 

. 35. Pilate answered, Am I a Jew, ( that I should ask this 
for my own satisfaction? The men of) thine own nation 
and tho chief priests havo delivered thee to me : what hast 
thou done (to incense them thus against thee, and cause them 
to lay this crime to thy charge) ? 

36. Jesus answered, ( True it is that I am a king; but) 
[ w ] my kingdom is not of this world, ( 7ior to be propagated 
by force of arms: for) if my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my servants fight, that I should not be deli- 
vered to the Jews; hut now (this being not done, it appears 
that) my kingdom is not from hence. 

37. Pilate therefore said to him, Art thou a king then ? 
Jesus answered, Thou sayest that (which is true, for) I 
am a king. To this end was [ 15 ] I born, ( that I might reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever, Luke i. 33.) and for this 
cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness to 
tho truth. Every one that is (a lover and believer) of the 
truth, heareth my voice. 

38. Pilate said to him,AVhat is truth? And when he had 
said this, he went out again to the Jews, and saith to them, 
I find in him no fault at all. 

39. But ye have a custom, that I should release to you 
one at the Passover : will ye therefore that I (should) re- 
lease to you the King of the Jews ? • • 

40. Then cried they all again, saying, -(Release to us) 
not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was arobbcr. 

r 

• ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVIII. 

[ l ]'Ver. 1. ESHA9E, He went out with his disciples.] Not 
only out of the chamber where he supped with them, for 
that he did when he said, Arise, let us go hence, (xiv. 31.) 
but out of the city ; the gates, in such a time of peace, and 
of such a congress to the Passover, as the city could not 
well contain, being not shut. The evangelist adds, that he 
went over the brook Cedron to a place where was- a garden; 
that, as the sin of the first Adam, which brought destruc- 
tion upon his posterity, was committed in a garden, so 
that salutary passion of the second Adam, which was to 
rescue us from that destruction, might begin in the like 
place: so the fathers. Into this garden he went with the 
eleven disciples ; though going farther into it, to his agony, 
he took Avith him only Peter, James, and John. (Matt. 
xxvi. 37.) 

[*] Vcr. 4. Jesus therefore knowing all things tliat were 
to come upon him.] This the apostle notes, to shew, that 
Christ fell not into the hands of the Jews, for want either 
of power, as he shews, vcr. G. by striking them all to the 
ground with a word that came to apprehend him, the pro- 
vidence of God not suffering him to die without these 
marks of a Divine majesty and power; or, for want of 
wisdom, to foresee their machinations against him ; but as 
freely giving up himself to the death for tho welfare of 
mankind. Vain therefore is tho saying of Celsus, * that 
a wiseman, had he foreseen the danger, would have avoided 

• Apud Orijj. lib. H. p. 71. 



it> if he could do it: for, if kings and captains have given 
up themselves freely to death, and the utmost perils, for 
the temporary safety of their country, much more might 
our blessed Lord do this for the salvation of the whole 
world. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 9."Iva irXvpwOy 6 X070C, &c. That the saying might 
be fulfdled, which he spake, Of those which thou hast given 
me have I lost none.] That this saying conld not relate to 
the eternal state of Judas, or our Lord's apostles, appears, 
(1.) from the precedent words, Let then those go away ; for, 
saith the evangelist, these very words were spoken, that 
the saying of Christ, xvii. 12. might be fulfilled; and 
yet Christ's desire that they might quietly be dismissed, 
was designed only to secure their temporal preservation. 
(2.) From the words themselves recorded, xvii. 12. Of those 
that thou hast given me, I have lost none but the son of per- 
dition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, viz. Psal. cix. 
8. Now this Scripture St. Peter interprets of the tempo- 
ral death of Judas, Acts i. 1G. 20. It is no objection 
against this interpretation, that the apostles were not al- 
ways preserved from a violent death, most of them being 
taken away by martyrdom: for this our Lord could not in- 
tend, since he himself had told them, before he spake these 
words, that some of them should be put to death, and some 
should drink of his cup; (Matt. xx. 23. xxiv. 9.) but only 
that ho being present with them had thus lost none of 
them; and hence he prays, that in his absence his Father 
would thus keep them : and accordingly the apostle testi- 
fies, that when they were engaged in their apostolical func- 
tion, they were wonderfully preserved by the Divine pro- 
vidence, insomuch that even this was a testimony of the 
life and power of Jesus, (2 Cor. i. 10. iv. 10, 11. xiii. 4.) 
and especially they were so preserved, that none of them 
fell from their apostolic office, as Judas did. (Acts i. 25.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 11. Put up thy sword into the sheath.] Vain 
here is the inference of Bernard, in his epistle to pope. 
Eugenius, from these words, That both the spiritual and 
the material sword belonged to the church, telling him, the 
material sword is his, though it be not to be ivielded by his 
hand, but by the hand of the soldier, yet so as he is to do it 
" ad nutum sacerdotis ," at the will of the priest. For, with 
what sense can it he gathered from Christ's reprehension of 
St. Peter for using this sword, even before he was made u 
priest, according to the doctrine of the Romanists; or from 
Christ's command to put it up into the sheath, that it be- 
longed to the priest; or becauso Peter had a sword, which 
belonged not at all to his office as an apostle, that the pope 
must have a title to that more than to his net or fishing- 
boat? The two swords, of which Christ spake, were both 
material, and of them Christ said, It is enough; not to 
combat with their adversaries, but to shew the peril of that 
present time. (Sec the note on Luke xxii. 38.) 

[ 5 ] Vcr. 12. *H ovv rnnlga koI 6 x& ta PX°*, The band and 
the captain.] At the time of the Passover, it was customary 
for the Roman president to send a whole baud of a thou- 
sand men for a guard to the temple ; the captain of which 
band is here called x^apX ^ 

[ 6 ] Vcr. 13. And they led him away to Annas first.] That 
by him, who was more aged and better experienced in the 
law, Caiaphas might be directed what to do in the case, or 
because he was the prince of tho Sanhedrin; from him he 
was sent bound to Caiaphas the high-priest, as appears 
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from ver. 24. (See the note thpre.) Of his being sent to An- 
nas the other evangelists say nothing, because nothing was 
done to Christ there, but all was performed at the palace 
of the high-priest; there was Christ examined, (ver. 19.) 
and there Peter denied him. (Matt. xxvi. 57. 69.) 

P] Ver. 15. Kal 6 aXkog juaS^nfo And the other disciple.] 
He seems not to be John : for he being a Galilean, as well 
as Peter, they might have equally suspected him on that 
account. 

[ s ] Ver. 18. "On tyx°$ % v > For ** was C °W-] The Jews, 
saith Dr. Lightfoot, testify, that there might be snow or 
frost at the Passover; and Radulphus, that great dews fell 
then, which made the air cold till the sun had exhaled thera. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 20. I taught always in the synagogue, teal lv t$ 
hp$, and in the temple.'] This confutes them who say, Christ 
came not to Jerusalem, lest the Romans should suspect 
him of affecting a kingdom; for here he testifies, that he 
taught daily in the temple: after his first miracle done in 
Cana of Galilee, we find him going up to Jerusalem to keep 
the Passover, where he abode at least eight days; and many 
seeing the miracles that he did believed on him, v. 1. and 
vi. 4. he ascends again to the feast ; so that we have reason 
to believe he never declined that, feast. He also went up 
to the feast of tabernacles, (vii.10.) and preached to the 
people in the temple, (ver. 13.) and wrought such wonders, 
that the Jews cried out, When Christ cometh, will he do 
more miracles than these? (ver. 31.) This feast being end- 
ed, he goes .to the Mount of Olives, and returns the next 
day to preach in the temple, (viii. 1, 2.) At the feast of de- 
dication, we find him again walking in Solomon's porch, 
(x. 23.) and there declaring himself to be the Son of God. 
Chap. xi. he is at Bethany, but two miles distant from 
Jerusalem, where he raises Lazarus from the dead; and 
from Bethany he goes to Jerusalem, the people going be- 
fore him, and crying, Hosanna to the Son of David. 

[}°] Ver. 23. Why smitest thou me?] Hence we learn, 
that we are not literally to understand the precept of t urn- 
ing the other cheek to him that smites tis; for Christ himself 
did not this, but defends the innocency of his words; which 
also shews, that to stand up in the defence of our own in- 
nocency, cannot be contrary to the Christian duties of pa- 
tience and forgiveness. It is the observation of Suidas and 
Phavorinus, that Scpw signifies ro ltc$ip<o, to excoriate, Saipo) 
Sc to Txmrta, but Mpu> to smite; but it is certain that dipw 
bears the sense of smiting in the New Testament; thus 
dipa Scpwv is smiting of the air, 1 Cor. ix. 26. tig irpoawirov 
Sipuv, to smite on the face, 2 Cor. xi. 20. (see Mark xii. 3. 
Acts xvi. 37.) and also iu profane authors; so SiowSai teal 
cipuv Si* -hixlpas, is daily to beat, or to be beaten, scholiast. 
Aristoph. in Vespis, p. 4G3. F. (See Examen Millii.) 

["] Ver. 24. 'Att&jteiXcv ovv, Annas had sent him bound to 
Caiaphas.] 'AiriaruXtv, here the perfect is put for the plu- 
perfect tense : so zdnvzv avrbv, he had bound him, Matt. 
xiv. 3. and ver. 4. fXtyz, he had said: so k-panjae, tS^ae, 
iXiyz, he had apprehended, and bound, had said, Mark vi. 
17, 18. and ver. 2G. airtKo^, he had cut off. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 28. They went not out into the judgment-hall,] 
Among the gentiles, whom they esteemed as unclean, (Acts 
x. 28.) lest by touching them they should be unclean, as 
the law pronounces him that touches an unclean person, 
(Numb. xix. 22.) and so should be unfit to eat the chagigah, 
or paschal sacrifices, which began to be eaten on the fif- 



tecnth day, and being holy things, might not be eaten in 
their defilement. That these are also called the passover, 
and that the paschal lamb was eaten the evening before, 
and thatthcrewas no translation of it to another.day, either 
by reason of the sabbath, or the uncleanness of the con- 
gregation, see the appendix to Mark xiv. and Dr. Light- 
foot. 

[ 13 ] Ver.- 31. f Hjiuv ovk E&cmv airotcrtivat ovdiva, It is not 
lawful for us to put any man to death] The Jews say, 
that the power of inflicting capital punishments upon of- 
fenders was taken from them by the Romans forty years 
before the destruction of their city and temple : so we read 
in the Jerusalem Talmud, I*. Sanhedrin, cap. 7. in that of 
Babylon, Sanhedr. fol. 41. in Aboda Zara, fol. 2. in Mai- 
monides, Tr. Sanhedr. cap. 14. sect. 13. And if it had 
remained with them at this time, it is supposed they would 
have been more speedy in cutting off Our Saviour. But yet 
it seemeth evident that the Jews still retained the power of 
judging and condemning those to death, who were Jews by 
nature and original, and by their laws deserved to die: for 
after they were reduced to a Roman province, this privi- 
lege, saith Joscphus, * was still granted to them, rotg 7rctr- 
pttfotg i$*<n teal hpdlg xpnvSah to use the sacred institutions 
and customs derived to them from their fathers. And it was 
granted to Hyrcanus their high-priest, that if any contro- 
versy arose, ntpl rr^g 'IovSeuW ay^rtg, touching the disci- 
pline of the Jews,f Kpiatv yivtaSat trap avrov, the judgment 
of it should be referred to him. Accordingly we find the 
high-priest and his council stoning Stephen, not "jure ze- 
lotarum," by the rage of zealots, as some conceive, but 
according to the law, that the blasphemer should be stoned : 
(Lev. xxiv. 16. Deut. xvii. 6, 7.) for he is brought before 
the high-priest and his council, (Acts vi. 15. vii. 1.) who 
were the proper judges in this case; witnesses are pro- 
duced, who testify before them that he had spoken blas- 
phemous words against the temple and the law, against 
Moses and against God ; (Acts vi. 11. 13.) these witnesses 
do also stone him first, according as the law required. 
Thus also Saul, armed with the power of the high-priests 
and elders, persecuted the Jewish Christians, axpi Oavarov, • 
unto death, and led them bound to Jerusalem to be. pu- 
nished; (Acts xxii.4, 5.) thus also would they have judged 
Paul after their own -law, (Acts xxiv. 6.) and would have 
killedhim, (Acts xxiii.37.)hadnotLysiasthe chiefeaptain 
rescued him from their hands ; this, say they, he did by vio- 
lence, i. e. by an invasion of their rights; this, saith he, I 
did, knowing that he was a Roman, and so would not have 
done it, had he been a Jew only. They therefore seem to 
say they could not do this in the case of Christ, because 
they had accused hjm before Pilate, not of crimes com- 
mitted against their law, but of sedition, and aspiring to a 
kingdom in prejudice to Caesar and the Roman government, 
of which things it belonged to Pilate, not to them, to judge. 
But perhaps this matter may be compounded by reflecting 
on Ananus the high-priest, who killed James the brother of 
our 'Lord, and stoned many other Christians, wg irapavofin- 
aavrag,* as being transgressors of the law; this, saith Jose- 
phus, of 7rc/)l rovg vojuovc atcptfizig, they who best understood 
their laws disliked, saying, that Ananas should not have 
called a council concerning life and death, without licence 
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from Albinus the Roman president ; whence I infer, that the 
power of inflicting capital punishments, even upon the 
Jews converted to the Christian faith, was then so taken 
from them, that they could not qqOw, regularly do* it, 
without leave first obtained from the Roman president; but 
with his leave they might inflict upon them any capital pu- 
nishment denounced against malefactors by their law. And 
if it be here said that Pilate gave them leave to inflict this 
death on our Lord, by saying, Take ye him, and crucify 
him: (xix. C.) to this the answer is, (1.) that Pilate had 
given them no such licence when he spake these words; 
(2.) that crucifixion was none of the kinds of death as- 
signed by their law; and, (3.) that Pilate by these words 
seems not to authorize them to do this, but rather to seiy 
to them, Do it at' your peril, for I judge him innocent. (See 
the note there.) 

' [*♦] Ver. 36. My kingdom is not of this world.] And so 
hath nothing to do with, or opposite to, the Roman govern- 
ment; it is not of human or mundane original, butfrom 
heaven, and so it meddles not with the affairs of this world ; 
it hath none of the pomp or splendour of the world ; none 
to fight for it with any carnal weapons ; (Luke ix. 56.) it 
exercises no dominion over men's bodies, but their souls 
only. So the phrase Iktov k6<t}iov ovk {ivat, not to be of this 
world, signifies, John viii. 23. xv. 19. xvii. 14. especially 
when it is opposed to being Iktov irarpog, from the Father, 
;l John ii. 16. and lie rov Gcov, from God, 1 John iv. 4— G. 
So when Domitian inquired of the kingdom of Christ, "of 
what nature it was, and when and where it was to be set 
up ; the nephews of that Judas, who was the brother of 
our Lord, answered, It was * not an earthly but a hea- 
venly kingdom, to be set up at the end of the world. 

[ 15 ] Ver. 37. For this cause was I born, and for this cause 
came I into tlie world.] Hence the Socinians infer, that 
Christ was born before he came into the world ; and that 
this latter phrase denotes only his entrance on his public 
ministry, (iii. 17. 19. ix. 39. xi. 27.) But this follows not 
from these words, which only may import the same thing; 
viz. that Christ was born, and came into the world to this 
end, that he might bear witness to the truth. (See the 
notes upon the places cited.) 

CHAP. XIX. 

1. JL HEN Pilate therefore (to satisfy the clamours of the 
Jews) took Jesus, and [*] scourged him. 

2. And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it 
upon his head, and they put upon him a purple robe, 

3. And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote 
him with their hands. 

4. Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith to* them, 
Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I 
find no fault in him ( let it therefore suffice that I have 
scourged him). 

5. Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, 
and the purple robe. And Pilate saithto them, Behold the 
man ! ( how despicable he is, and how ridiculous it is to 
think of his affecting a kingdom, or attempting any thing 
against Casar's government.) 



*ft*C ytnrtfAtn, Euitb. Hist. Ecol. lib. iii, cap. 50. 



6. When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, 
they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith 
to them, ( If ye will have it so) [ 2 ] take ye him, and crucify 
him : for I find no fault in him (and therefore cannot do it 
myself). 

7. The Jews* answered him, We have a law, and [ 3 ]by 
our law he ought to die (as being guilty of blasphemy), be- 
cause he made himself the Son of God. (John x. 33.) 

8. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he. was the 
more afraid (to crucify him); 

9. And went again into the judgment-hall, and saith to 
Jesus, Whence art thou ? But Jesus gave him no answer. 

10. Then saith Pilate to him, Speakest thou not to me? 
knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and 
have power to release thee? 

11. Jesus answered, Thou (mayest have this power over 
malefactors and ordinary men, but thou) couldest have [ 4 ] no 
power at all against me (the Son of God, and wholly in- 
nocent), except (through the zvise counsel of God appoint- 
ing me to' die for the salvation of mankind) it were given 
(i. e.permitted) thee from above (to put me to death): there- 
fore he that delivered me (the Son of God) to thee (that I 
might be crucified as a malefactor) hath the greater sin 
(though thy sin in condemning him in whom thoufindeth no 
fault at all cannot be little). 

12. And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him : 
but the Jews cried out, saying, [ 5 ] If thou let this man go, 
thou art not Caesar's friend : (for) whosoever maketh him- 
self a king, (he by so doing) speaketh against Caesar (as 
saying in effect he is not the rightful king over us). 

. 13. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought 
Jesus' forth (of the judgment-hall), and sat down in the 
judgment-seat, in a place that is called the Pavement, but 
in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 

14. Arid it was the preparation of the Passover, (i. e. 
Friday in the paschal week, ver. 31. 42. see the appendix 
to Markxiv.) and about the sixth hour; he saith to the 
Jews,' Behold your King ! 

15. But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, 
crucify him. Pilate r saith to them, Shall I crucify your 
King? The chief priests answered, [ 6 ] We have no (per- 
son we own as our) king but Caesar.. 

* 16. Then [ 7 ] delivered hehim therefore to. them to be 
crucified. And they (i; e. the soldiers) took Jesus, and led 
him away. 

17. And he bearing his cross (part of the way, see note 
on Luke xxiii. 2G.) w T e'nt forth to a place called the place 
of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew, Golgotha; 

18. Where they crucified him, and two others with him, 
on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 

19. And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. 
And the writing was, ( This is) Jesus of Nazareth the 
King of the Jews. > 

20. This title then read many of the Jews : for the place 
where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city : and it was 
written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. 

21. Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, 
Write not, The King of the Jews ; but that he said, I am 
the King of the Jews. 

22. Pilate answered, What I have written I have writ- 
ten'f t. e. the inscription shall not be changed). . 

23. Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, 
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took his (other) garments and made four parts (out of 
them), to every soldier. a part; and (they took) also" his 
coat: now the coat, was without seam, woven from the top 
throughout. 

24. They said therefore among themselves, [ 8 ]Let us not 
rend it (it being all of one piece), tut cast lots for it, whose 
it shall be: (and this was done) that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled, which. saith, (Psal. xx. 19.) They parted my rai- 
ment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. 
These things therefore the soldiers did. 

25. Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, 
and his mother's sister, [ 9 ] Mary the.wife of Cleophas, and 
Mary Magdalene. . 

2G. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the dis- 
ciple standing by, whom he loved, he said to his mother, 
[ 10 ] Woman, behold (himjvho is to take care of thee, as if 
he were) thy son! 

27. Then saith he to the disciple, Behold (her whom thou 
must henceforth treat as) thy mother! And from that time 
that disciple (St. John) took her to his own home. : 
• 28. After this, Jesus knowing that] all things (else re- 
lating to his life on earth) were now accomplished, that the 
Scripture might (in this also) be fulfilled, saith,. I thirst. 

29. Now there was set (for the soldiers) a vessel full of 
vinegar: and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it 
upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. 

30. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he 
saith, It (i. e. my work on earth)is finished; and (then) h6 
bowed his head and gave [ u ]up the ghost. 

31. The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation 
(i. e. Friday), that the bodies should not remain upon the 
cross on the sabbath-day, for that sabbath-day was a 
high day, (as being not a sabbath only, but the second day 
of unleavened bread, from whence they reckoned their sab- 
bath till Pentecost, and the day of presenting or waving the 
sheaf offering, Lev. xxiii. 11. 15. and so a triple festival )> 
besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that 
they might be taken away.. 

32. Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the 
first, and of the other (thief) which was crucified with him. 

33. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he >vas 
dead already, they [ 12 ] broke not his legs': 

34. But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, 
and forthwith came thereout [ 1S ] blood and water. 

35. And he that (standing by the cross, ver.2G.) saw it 
bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweththat he 
saith true, (and testifies it) that ye might believe. i; . 

3C. For these things were done (according to foregoing 
prophecies concerning him), that the Scripture should be 
fulfilled, (which saith, Psal. xxxiv. 20.) A bone of him shall 
not be broken. 

37. And again (that) [ 14 ] another Scripture (might be 
fulfilled, which) saith, (Zech.xii.10.) They shall look on 
him whom they pierced. . 

38. And after this Joseph of Arimathea (being a dis- 
ciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of (offending) the 
Jews), besought Pilate that he might take away the body 
of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore,* 
and took the body of Jesus. 

39. And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first 
came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh 
and aloes, about a [ 16 ] hundred pound weight. 



40. Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in 
linen clothes with the spices^ as the manner of the Jews 
is to bury. " •; * l« • 

41. Now in (or near) the place where he was crucified, 
there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, 
wherein was never man yet laid. 

* 42. There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' 
preparation-day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand. 
• . . • . . i . • ' . 1 1 *i !* -; « -*>*> 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIX. 

I 1 ] Ver. 1. KAI S IpaorlyaMrt, And scourged him,'] After the 
manner of the Romans, who chastised them first with whips, 
who were to be crucified, though Pilate did this not with 
an intent to crucify him, in whom he found no fault, but 
hoping that their rage might be satisfied with it. (See note 
on Luke xxiii. 16.) 

[ 2 ]Ver.6. Take ye him, and crucify him.'] Pontius Pilate 
does not here give them leave to do this, but rather saith, if 
you will have it so; do it yourselves at your peril, for T 
cannot condemn a man without a fault. (So Grotius.) 

' [ 3 ] Ver. 7. By our law he ought to die, on iavrbv vlbv rov 
Gcou t7roiri<TEv, because he made himself the Son of God.] The' 
Jews could not here mean the law against/afce prophets, 
Deut xviii. 20. partly because the reason here assigned 
doth not prove Christ a false prophet, partly because Christ 
neither tempted thein to worship himself, and much less'to 
worship false gods ; nor did he give them any false sign ; 
which are the only reasons assigned in that chapter for 
putting the false prophet to death; how much more pro- 
bable is it that they meant the law against blasphemy? 
Lev. xxiv. 16. because they do not only seek to kill him 
as. a blasphemer, for these very words, John v. 18. but to 
stone him, which was the very kind of death assigned by 
that law to the blasphemer: see John x. 33. 36. Hence in 
the other evangelists they charge him with blasphemy, and 
judge him worthy of death for this confession, that he[was 
the Son of God, Matt. xxvi. 64—66. Mark xiv. 61. 64. 
Lukexxii.71, 72.as judging that by this assertion, he be- 
ing a man made himself equal with God. Schlictingius owns 
this, but then adds, that the Jews misunderstood and ca- 
lumniated him in this inference, Christ meaning no mote 
by this assertion, than that he was the true Messiah. But* 
against this mitigation of the import of the words there lies 
a plain objection, that though Christ was, so much con- 
cerned for the honour of his Father, whose honour must be 
much impaired by the advancement of the best of men to an 
equality with it; and though this blasphemy, if truly laid 
to his charge, was a sufficient evidence that he was not the 
Christ: yet neither in the 'fifth nor tenth of John, doth he 
ever plainly say he' was not God, or that he never did in- 
tend to signify, by this expression, that he was equal with 
God, "as is shewed in the notes on those two places ; which 
yet, had he been only man, seems more" necessary to have 
been done, for the honour of God, and lor the removal of 
so just a prejudice against him, than to remove any other 
calumny they falsely charged upon him. 

[*] Ver. 11. Ovk elx*€ l%owtav ovltfitav kclt Ijxov, Thou 
couldest have no power against me, &c] ' This seems to be a 
Jewish phrase importing a power to take away the life of 
another ; as when Saul saith to Docg, 1 Sam." xxii. IS.fall 
upon the priests exercise authority among them, saith the 
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Chaldec ; and tho same expression is there used when 
David bids his servant/a/Z on the Amalekite, 2 Sam. i. 15. 
and when king Solomon sent Benaiah to fall upon Adoni- 
jah,l Kings ii. 25. and upon Joab,ver.29,30. and upon 
Shimci. (See tho paraphrase here.) 

[*] Ver. 12. If thou lettest this man go, thou art not Cm- 
sar's friend.] This chiefly moved Pilate, because, as Taci- 
tus and Suetonius observe, Tiberius was apt to suspect the 
worst; and tho least crimes with him made a man guilty of 
death, if they related to the government : he durst not there- 
fore venturo that this charge should be laid against him by 
the Jews. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 15. We have no king but Casar.] By this how 
plainly do they condemn themselves as guilty of rebellion 
in all their attempts by war and tumults to free themselves 
from the government of Caesar, and own that the terrible 
destruction, which at last came upon them, was from them- 
selves ! 

[*] Ver. 16. Then Pilate delivered him to them.] Not to 
the -Jews, but to the soldiers, that he might be crucified, as 
he was, by them ; though he, who was delivered to the sol- 
diers to be crucified only at their request, and to satisfy 
their restless clamours, that ho might be crucified, may be 
well said to be delivered up to them who brought him to 
Pilate for this end, and prevailed with him thus to give 
him up. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 24. Let us not rend it, but let us cast lots for it.] 

They divided his other garments into four paits, and then 

% cast lots what part each of them should choose, (Matt. 

xxvii. 35. Mark xv. 24. Luke xxiii. 34.) but they cast lots 

for his coat who should have the whole. 

[ 9 ] Ver.' 25. Mapta fj rov KXw^a, Mary the wife ofCleophas,] 
Or, Alpheus; ^n being inflexible into Alphai or Cleophi, 
here it is to be rendered Alpheus, for this Mary was the 
mother of James the less, (Markxv. 40.) whose father was 
Alpheus. (Matt. x. 3.) 

[ l0 ] Ver. 26. Woman, behold thy son!] Hcnce.it is ga- 
thered, that Joseph her husband was then dead; whenco 
Christ takes care she should not bo destitute, and therefore 
charges his beloved disciple to treat her as his mother ; 
and he accordingly takes her home to his own house. 

["] Ver. 30. TlapiSwKi to vvtvixa, He gave up his Spirit.] 
Into his Father's hands. (Luke xxiii. -46.) The Jews, 
saith Grotius, who believed a judgment to come, used this 
phrase to signify that the soul, leaving the body at the time 
of death, returned to God that gave it, (Eccles. xii. 7.) to 
receive its sentence from hiip. 

[ l2 ] Ver. 33. They brake not his bones: Ver. 3G. And this 
was done that the Scripture might be fulfilled, (which saith) 
ootovv ov GvvrpififotTat avrov, A bone of him (or, it) shall not 
be broken.] This is usually referred to the command touch- 
ing the paschal lamb, Thou shalt not break a bone of it, 
Exod. xii. 46. Numb. ix. 12. where the Greek saith, 6<rrovv 
ov wvrptytrz h<}> ahrov. But David being also a type of 
Christ, we may as probably refer this to the words, Psal. 
xxxiv. 20. He keepeth all their bones, tv l£ avrwv oh vwrpt- 
fifozrat, one of them shall not be broken: that promise, 
which respects all righteous persons, being more especially 
to be fulfilled in this Just One. 

[ w ] Ver. 34. Kai d&h? i&Xbm «7/ia KatvSwp, And forthwith 
came there out blood and water.] The covenant of the old 
law was confirmed by blood mixed with water to keep it 



from congealing: (Heb. ix. 19.) so also was the covenant 
of the new testament. (1 John v. 6.) Dr. Lightfoot far- 
ther saith, that, according to tho tradition of tho Jewish 
rabbins, when Moses smoto the rock, there came forth first 
blood, and then water; now that rock ivas Christ. (1 Cor. 
x.4.) 

[ M ] Ver. 37. And again another Scripture saith, They 
shall look upon him whom they have pierced.] The applica- 
tion of these words to Christ agrees with the opinion of the 
ancient Jews, who interpret, Zcch. xfi. 10. of Messiah the 
son of David, as Moses Haddarson in Gen. xxviii. though 
R. Solomon Jarchi, R. Dayid, and Abarbancl, refer it to 
the death of Messiah the son of Joseph. Hence also note, 
that what the Romans did by the instigation of the Jews, 
is fitly ascribed to the Jews themselves. 

[ l5 ] Ver. 39. About a hundred pound tveight.] Which was 
an indication, not only of the wealth, but also of tho great 
affection of Nicodemus to the blessed Jesus : hence also, 
they not only anoint him, as they commonly used to do 
others, but bury him with so great a mixture of spices as 
was done at the funerals of greatmen. So Jacob was em- 
balmed after the Egyptian manner, Gen. 1. 2. Asa with 
spices and sweet odours, 2 Chron. xvi. 14. 



CHAP. XX. 

1. X HE first day of tbe week cometh [*] Mary Magdalene 
early, when it was yet dark, to the sepulchre (other women 
being with her), and seeth tho stone taken away from the 
sepulchre. 

2. Then (seeing this) she (instantly) [ 2 ] runneth, and 
cometh ( not to all the disciples, but) to Simon Peter, and 
to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith to them, 
They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and 
we know not where they have laid him. 

3. Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and 
came to (-wards) the sepulchre. 

4. So they ran both together: and ( but) the other disciple 
did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. 

5. And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen 
clothes lying; yet went he not in. 

6. Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went 
into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, 

7. And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying 
with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place 
by itself. 

8. Then went in also that other disciple, which came first 
to the sepulchre, and [ 3 ] he saw, and believed (either the 
report of the women, or our Lord's resurrection, which they 
believed not before). 

9. For as yet [ 4 ] they knew not ( the import of) the Scrip- 
tures, (ivhich said) that he must rise again from the dead. 

10. Then (these tivo) disciples went ngain to their own . 
home. 

11. But Mary (returning rvith them) stood without at the 
sepulchre weeping: and as she w r cpt, she stooped down, 
and looked into the sepulchre, 

12. And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the 
head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus 
had lain. 

13. And they say to her, "Woman, why weepest thou? 
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She saith to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, 
and I know not where they have laid him. 

14. And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, 
and saw Jesus standing, and (but she) knew not that it 
was Jesus. 

15. Jesus saith to her, Woman, why weepest thou? 
whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gar- 
dener, saith to him, Sir, if thou hast taken him away hence, 
tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 

16. Jesus saith to her, Mary. She turneth herself, and 
saith to him, Rabboni: which is to say, Master. 

17. Jesus saith to her, \f] Touch me not (spend not now 
thy time in touching my body); for I am not yet ascended 
(I shall not presently ascend) to my Father : but go (first) 
to my brethren, and say to them, I (am shortly to) ascend 
to my Father, and to your Father ; [ 6 ] and to my God, and 
to your God, (to do for you the things of which I spake, 
xiv. 16.) 

18. Mary Magdalene (then) came and told the disciples 
that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these 
things to her. 

19. Then the same (Lord's) day at evening, being the 
first day of the week, when the [*] doors were shut where 
the disciples were assembled, (and kept themselves close) 
for fear of the Jews, came Jesus, and (opening silently the 
doors) stood in the midst (of them), and saith to them, 
Peace be to you. 

20. And when he had so said, he shewed them his 
(pierced) hands and his side. Then were the disciples 
glad, when they saw the Lord. 

21. Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be to you: 
[ 8 ] as my Father hath sent me (to preach in his name), even 
so send I you (to preach in my name). 

22. And when he had said this, he breathed on them, 
and saith to them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost (to enable 
you for this office): 

23. [ 9 ] Whose soever sins ye (thus commissionated, and 
thus assisted by the Holy Ghost, declaratively shall) remit, 
they are (and shall under the gospel-covenant be) remitted 
to them ; and whose soever sins ye (declaratively in your 
gospel shall) retain, they are (and shall in heaven be) 
retained. 

24. But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 

25. The other disciples therefore said to him, We have 
seen the Lord. But he said to them, Except I shall see in 
his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will 
not believe. 

26. And after eight days (i. e. the next Lord's-day) 
again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: 
then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the 
midst, and said, Peace be to you. 

27. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and 
thrust it into my side : and be not faithless, but believing. 

28. And Thomas answered and said to him, (Dost thou 
know what I said in thy absence? And hast thou raised thy- 
self from the dead? TIwu art) [ 10 ] my Lord and my God. 

20. Jesus saith to him, Thomas, because thou hast seen 
me, thou hast believed; (but more) [ u ] blessed are they 
who have not seen, and yet have believed. 



30. And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence 
of his disciples, which are not written in this book : 
* 31. But these are written, that ye might [ 12 ] believe that 
Jesus is the Christ/the (only-begotten) Son of God ; and 
that believing ye might have life through his name. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XX. 

[ x ] Ver. 1. Mary Magdalene.'] More women and more 
Maries came to the sepulchre, (Luke xxiii. 55. xxiv. 1.) but 
the other evangelists beginning still with her, St. John, by 
naming her who only spake, and only looked down into 
the sepulchre, left the rest to be understood. 

I s ] Ver. 2. She runneth before, and cometh to Simon 
Peter.'} All the interpreters that I have met with say, that 
Mary ran not presently to Peter and John, but only after 
she had seen the Lord : (ver. 18.) and this tliey prove 
from Luke xxiv. 10, 11. But this cannot consist with the 
words of St. John, who saith, she came to Peter and John 
only; whereas St. Luke and the other evangelists say, she 
came to all the rest of the apostles. (Matt, xxviii. 8. Mark 
xvi. 10.) When she came to St. Peter and St. John she came 
alone, and complained to them that Christ's body was taken 
away, not thinking that he was risen; so here: when she 
came to the rest of the apostles, she came with the message 
from the angel, and from Christ himself, that he was risen, 
Matt, xxviii. 7, 8. 10. and was seen of her, Mark xvi. 10, 
11. Luke xxiv. 23. so here, ver. 18.: which plainly shews, 
that all the other evangelists speak only of this second 
coming, mentioned ver. 18. 

Obj. St. Luke saith, they came to the apostles; and then 
adds, xxiv. 12. that Peter Upmfjkv ran to the sepulchre. • 

Ans. That word may be thus rendered, Peter had run, 
and stooping down had seen ; as if he should have said, 
The woman told the words of the angels to the disciples ; 
and Peter also, to his admiration, had seen the body gone, 
and the linen clothes wrapped up by themselves : which, by 
the way, is an evidence that Christ's body was not stolen 
away by his disciples, since they would have carried it 
away, embalmed as it was, and not have stayed to wrap 
up the napkins. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 8. And lie saw, and believed.] Peter only saw and 
admired at what was done, (Luke xxiv. 12.) but St. John 
saw, and believed, not the words of Mary, for we find not 
that either of them suspected her of falsehood/ but the re- 
surrection of Jesus, or the words of Christ, After three days 
I will rise again : this, John saith, was the reason of his 
faith, not the predictions of the Old Testament: for, as for 
the apostles, 

[*]Ver.Q. As yet they knew not the Scripture (whicli 
saith) that he ought to rise from the dead.] So infirm was 
the faith, not only of the Jews in general in that age, but of 
the apostles also, that they believed not the two funda- 
mental articles of the Christian faith, the death and resur- 
rection of the Messiah: as for the Jews, a contrary tradi- 
tion had obtained among them, that their Messiah should 
not die: (John xii.34.) and though our Saviour spake oft 
to his disciples of his death and resurrection, this tradition 
and thoughts of his temporal kingdom were so fixed in 
their heads, that his disciples understood not what he said: 
and this saying was concealed from them. (Mark ix. 32. 
Luke ix. 45. xviii. 34.) Whence Christ, after his resurrec- 
tion, upbraids them with their slowness to believe theScrip- 
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tures, and shews them from them, that Christ ought to suf- 
fer, and rise again the third day, Luke xxiv. 25. 44, 45. 
And hence it follows, that the Jews then understood not 
that any of their sacrifices were types of our Saviour's 
passion, or availed to procure the remission of their sins 
on that account, and so could have no explicate faith in his 
blood, or expect justification by it. Whence St. Paul in 
that whole chapter, Heb. xi. in which he speaks so much 
of the faith of the patriarchs, hath not the least intimation 
of any relation that it had to the death of the Messiah. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 17. Touch me not; for lam not yet ascended to 
my Father.] I was once inclined from these words to think, 
that as the sacrifice was not only to bo slain, but the blood 
was to be brought into the sanctuary, and, there presented 
before God to obtain the remission of sins ; so Christ here 
intimated, that having offered up his body to the death, he, 
% to complete his priestly office, and procure the full pardon 
,of our sins, was immediately to ascend into the heavenly 
sanctuary, to present there his blood before God : for why 
else doth he say, Hold, or detain, me not; for I have not 
yet ascended? Why doth he add these words, Go, tell my 
disciples, I ascend? But finding that no evangelist ever 
speaks of any such immediate ascent after his resurrection, 
.and that no commentator, ancient or modern, ever thought 
,of such a thing, I think it better to refer these words to 
what Christ said to his disciples not long before his pas- 
sion : for he had told them for their comfort, that he was 
shortly to go to his Father, (xiv. 12.) and that then he 
would enable them to do greater xvorks than he himself had 
done; and that this was just matter of their joy, (ver. 28.) 
and,, was more expedient for them than his presence with 
,them, (xvi. 7.) because then he would send the Com- 
forter, and tchatsoever they should ask the Father in his 
name, should be done to them, (ver. 23.) because the Father 
himself loved them, (ver, 26, 27.) Go (saith he) therefore, and 
tell my disciples, that now they shortly may expect these gra- 
cious premises should be made good to them by my ascent 
to the Father : and as for thee, thou needest not to be so- 
licitous to touch or hold me now, thou wilt have time suf- 
.ficient to converse with me, and to experiment the truth of 
my resurrection; for I shall not immediately. ascend, but 
stay §ome time with you here on earth. Against this it may 
be objected, that ava/3l/3ij»ca is an aorist, and so ovww avaj3c- 
fir}Ka should be rendered, I have not yet ascended ; not, I do, 
or I shall, not yet ascend. But to this I answer, that gram- 
marians observe, that the aorist is often put both for the 
present tense and the future : (see Glassius de Verbo, lib. 
iii. Tr. 3. can. 47.) so is this word used in this very Gospel ; 
as when Christ saith, He that believeth in me shall not 
come into condemnation, but juraj3£/3rjK£v shall pass from 
death to life. (John v. 24.) 

[ 6 ] IIpoc 0£ov juov teal Gcov vnwv, To my God, and your 
God.] Seeing Christ styles God his God, hence, say the 
Socinians, it is evident, that Christ is not God ; but from 
these words it only follows, that he was not God according 
to that nature which ascended : thus God, even thy God, 
hath anointed thee, saith the Psalmist of Christ; and yet 
he adds of the same person, Tliy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever, Psal. xlv. (See note on Heb. i. 8, 9.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 19. Twv Svpwv KtKXuaftivwv, The doors being 
shut.'] Though it be an ancient opinion, that .Christ made 
bis body penetrate through the doors, yet it is both ground- 



less and absurd, and contrary to the very design bf Christ- 
in coming to them. It is groundless: for why might not 
he, by his power, secretly open the doors, his disciples 
not perceiving it, as the angel opened the prison-doors 
and gates to let out Peter? (Acts xii. 10.) It is absurd: 
for since Christ rose in that natural body, which was cru- 
cified and laid in the grave, philosophy informs us, that 
such a body could not penetrate through another more solid 
body! And to this agree those words of Cyril of Alexan- 
dria, aSvvarov aw/ia §ta ao)fxarog Sit/keiv jmj rl/xvov teal te/jlvo- 
fxzvov, It is impossible that one body should go through an- 
other without cutting it, or being cut. And, thirdly, this 
fancy destroys not only the end of Christ's then coming to 
them, but of all that he had said and done, to conyince 
them it was the same body that was crucified, in which he 
appeared to them: when he came the first time, his disci- 
ples were troubled, supposing they had seen a spirit ; now, 
to convince them of the contrary, Christ saith, See my 
hands and my feet, that it is even I; handle me, and see; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have: 
his second appearance, when the doors were shut, was 
to convince Thomas of the truth of the resurrection of his 
body; and this he does, by calling him to put his finger 
into his pierced hands, and his hands into his pierced side ; 
and yet this supposed penetration through the doors de- 
stroys both these arguments ; it being as certain, that flesh 
and bones cannot penetrate though a door, as that a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones; and that his body must have 
passed though the doors after the manner of a spirit, as 
that [it afterward appeared after the manner of a body ; 
and that the same power which made a natural body pene- 
trate through a door, could make a phantasm or aerial 
body appear like flesh and bones to the touch, and seem 
to have the marks and prints of a crucified body: so that 
unless our Saviour designed to invalidate the strength of 
what he said and did to convince them of the truth of his 
resurrection, he could not at the same time do a thing 
known to them, which did evacuate the force of all his 
proofs. Nor would the evangelist have twice recorded 
this circumstance, when speaking of the resurrection, had 
he imagined the words bore such a sense, as turned his 
body into a spirit, and ministered occasion to all that read 
it, to suspect the strength of any of these arguments to 
confirm this fundamental article. 

[ e ] Ver. 21. As my Father hath sent me, so send I you.] 
Not only to preach in my name, as 1 did in his, but as he 
sending me baptized me with the Holy Ghost, and so anoint- 
ed me to' my office, (Luke iv. 18. John x. 36.) so .will I send 
you, baptizing you also with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven, (Luke xxiv. 49.) and so anoint you also for 
your office ; (2 Cor. i. 21, 22.) and in testimony of this, 1 
say to you now, receive the Holy Ghost, (ver. 22.) and will 
soon after my ascension send him more plentifully down 
upon you. 

[9] Ver. 23. Whose sins ye do remit, they are remitted, — 
retain, &c] Christ sent them to preach repentance and re- 
mission of sins in his name, to Jew and gentile, Luke xxiv. 
47. and here he adds, that whose soever sins they, thus 
assisted by the Holy Ghost, declared remitted by virtue 
of the gospel-covenant, ratified in his blood shed for the 
remission of sins, should be remitted : and hence they 
preached remission of sins to all that believed in his name, 
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and justification or exemption from the guilt of them. 
(Acts ii. 38. xiii. 38, 39.) And whose sins soever you re- 
tain, declaring to them, that according to the tenor of the 
gospel they still lie under the guilt of them, they shall be 
retained; and hence they declared to all that believed not 
on him, or lived not according to his laws, and sought not 
for justification by faith in his blood, that they were yet in 
their sins, (1 Cor. xv. 17.) and could not be justified. (Rom. 
ix. 32. x. 4.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 28. f O Kvpiog fiov, nai 6 Owg fiov, And Thomas 
answered and said to him, My Lord and my God.] Here, 

First, Let it be noted from Woltzogenius the Socinian, 
that they are not to be hearkened to, who say, Thomas 
spake these words not to Christ, but by way of admiration 
to God the Father: for the apostle could not say, that 
Thomas answered, and much less that he answered and 
said to him, unless he had directed his words to him, who 
said unto him in the precedent verse, Be not faithless, but 
believe: and if he said to him, Thou art my Lord and my 
God, he must acknowledge him as fully and as truly to be 
his God as his Lord. And, 

Secondly, Since Thomas had learned from the law, 
there was one God alone, he could not own Christ as an- 
other God, but as the same in essence with him. Note, 

Thirdly, That though Christ was still concerned for the 
honour of the Father, he doth not reprehend Thomas for 
thus owning him as his God, but doth attest that he be- 
lieved aright concerning him ; which shews that he did not 
mistake in owning the Divinity of Christ. And whereas 
Woltzogenius here notes, that Christ was never called God 
before his resurrection, when he was to be worshipped as a 
Divine Lord; as it is evident that his resurrection could 
not make him God, if he had been a creature only, nor 
justify the worship of a Creature as God: so is the reason 
of this evident, because he acted as a prophet whilst he 
was on earth, speaking still in his Father's name, and as 
one sent from him, it being essential to a prophet to speak 
in the name of him whose prophet he is. (See the preface 
to this Gospel, and the note on Mark xiii. 32.) 

["] Ver. 29. Blessed are they who have not seen, and yet 
have believed.] For faith is not praiseworthy, updh this ac- 
count, that we believe what we see with our eyes, and 
therefore can no longer doubt of; but on this account, that 
wc yield to arguments highly probable, and against which 
we have nothing solid to object, and such evidence as wise 
men consent to, and act by, in the most important con- 
cernments of this present life; because this shews a greater 
affection to the objects of our faith, and a better inclination 
to obey the will of God. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 31. But these things were written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ.'] Hence the Socinians ar- 
gue, that they must err who think it was the intendment 
of this Gospel to shew that Jesus Christ was the Word of 
God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, and there- 
fore a Divine person; whereat the apostle here plainly 
speaks only of the miracles wrought by Christ, which we 
acknowledge to be done to prove him the Messiah pro- 
mised to the Jews, and that Prophet which was to come 
into the world, as St. John here speaks; but yet this hin- 
ders not his being God, or the Word of God, coexistent 
with the Father before all worlds. Moreover, the apostle 
adds, these things were done to prove he was the Son of 
vol. v. 



God: now this even the Jews interpreted as a form of 
words by which Christ made himself equal with God. (See 
the notes on x. 33. xix. 7.) Some also think, that St. 
John ended here his Gospel, and that the following chapter 
was written by some other hands ; but these words give no 
ground for this imagination, since other apostles, after they 
seemed to have concluded their epistles, add some new 
matter,, as may be seen in the conclusions of the Epistles 
to the Romans and to the Hebrews. (See the note on 
xxi. 24.) i 

CHAP. XXI. 

1. I 1 ] AFTER these things Jesus shewed himself again to 
the (greatest part of the) disciples at the sea of Tiberias; 
and on this wise shewed he himself. 

2. There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called 
Didymus, and Nathanael of -Caiia in Galilee, and the sons 
of Zebedee, and two other (in all seven) of his disciples/ 

3. Simon Peter saith to them, I (will) go a fishing. They 
say to him, We also (will) go with thee. They (then) went 
forth, and entered into a ship immediately; [ 2 ] and that 
night they caught nothing. 

4. But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on 
the shore : but the disciples (then) knew not that it was 
Jesus ( who stood there). 

5. Then Jesus saith to them, Children, have you any 
meat? They answered him, No. 

6. And he said to them, Cast the net on the right side of 
the ship, and ye shall find (fishes). They cast therefore (the 
net as he had said), and now (the draught tvas so great, that) 
they were not (well) able to draw it (along) for the multi- 
tude of fishes (enclosed in the net). 

7. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith to 
Peter, It is the Lord (Jesus who hath done this). Now 
when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his 
[ 3 ] fisher's coat upon him, for he was naked (to his shirt), 
and did cast himself into the sea (to swim first to Jesus). 

8. And the other disciples came in a little ship ; for they 
were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits, 
dragging the net with ( the) fishes (in it. 

9. And) as soon then as they were come to land, they 
saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread 
(by it, all provided miraculously by Christ). 

10. Jesus saith to them, Bring of the fish which ye have 
now caught. 

11. Simon Peter went up (into the boat}, and drew the 
net to the land full of great fishes, a hundred and fifty 
and three. And for. all there wero so many, yet was not the 
net broken. 

12. Jesus saith to them, Come and dine. And none of 
the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? (as) knowing 
that it was the Lord. 

13. [ 4 J Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth 
them, and fish likewise. 

14. This-is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself 
to (the body of) his disciples, after that he was risen from 
the dead. 

15. So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 
Simon, son of Jonas, [ 5 ] lovest thou me more than these 
(occupations thou art now employed in)? He saith to him, 
Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith to him, 
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(Leave then these things and employments, and) feed my 
lambs (my church, shortly to be set up by new converts both 
of Jews and gentiles). ... 

1G. He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son 
of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith to him (again), Yea, 
Lord ; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith to him, Feed 
my sheep (i. e. my church. thus gathered). 

17. Ho saith to him the third time (that his threefold de- 
nial of him before unbelievers might be atoned for by a three- 
fold confession of his affection to him before his disciples), 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved 
because he said to him the third time, Lovest thou me ? 
And he said to him, p] Lord, thou knowest all things; (and 
therefore) thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith to 
him, Feed my sheep. ; . 

18. Verily, verily, I say to thee, When thou wast young 
thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest 
(without restraint): but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt 
stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee (to the 
pillar ivhere thou shalt be scourged), and (then) carry thee 
(to the cross), where (according to thy natural desires) thou 
would not (be). 

19. This spake he (Jesus), signifying by what ( kind of) 
death he should glorify God (by this confirmation of the 
Christian faith). And when he had spoken this, he (rose up 
and walked, and) saith to him, Follow me : (to intimate to 
him that he was to follow him in that kind of death he had 
suffered.) u e 

20. Then Peter (who followed him) turning (his head) 
about, seethY*57. John) the disciple which Jesus loved fol- 
lowing (also ; viz.) which also leaned on his breast at sup- 
per, and said, Lord, who is he that betrayeth thee? (John 
xiii. 25.) 

21. Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and (Gr. 
but) what shall this man do? (how shall it fare with him?) 

22. Jesus saith to him, \J] If I will that he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. 

23. Then went this saying abroad among the brethren 
(who afterward understood that this was spoken of his de- 
parture from this life), that that disciple should not die: 
yet JesuS said not to him, He shall not die; but, If I will 
that he tarry till I come (in judgment against Jerusalem, to 
destroy it by the Romans), what is that to thee ? • ; 

24. [ 8 ] This is the disciple which testifies of these things, 
and wrote these things : and we know (sure I am) that his 
testimony is true. 

25. And there are also many other things which Jesus 
did, the, which, if they should be written every one, I 
[ 9 ] suppose that even the world itself would not contain the 
books which should be written (i. e. they would be so many 
that they would seem incredible to the world to be done by 
one man). Amen. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXI. 

[*] Ver. 1. META V ravra, After these things.] i. e. After his 
first apparition, mentioned pcx. 20. and his second, men- 
tioned ver. 26. he appeared now t^Itov, the third time, 
ver. 14. 

[ 2 ] Ver..3. In that night they caught nothing.'] Christ 
being then absent; but when he is present, they, having his 
command, enclose a very great multitude of fishes, to teach 



them, that though in preachiug of the gospel they were in- 
sufficient to do any thing of themselves ; (2 Cor. iii. 5.) yet, 
having his command to go and teach all nations, and the 
promise of his presence with them, they should be wonder- 
ful successful in bringing many to the faith. It is also very 
likely they went then a fishing to supply their own want of 
necessaries; Christ therefore by this draught of fishes, not 
only works a miracle to confirm them in the belief of his 
Divine power, but to inform them also, that while they were 
employed in doing what he did command them, they should 
never want what was convenient for them ; and as, by mi- 
raculously providing bread and fish broiling on ,the fire, 
(ver. 9.) he shewed his ability to do so; so by this numerous 
draught of fishes he supplied them with necessaries till the 
Holy Ghost should come upon them to fit them for their 
ministry. 

p] Ver. 7. He girt about him, rbv cttcvSuttjv, his fisher's 
coat, t5v yap yvfivbg,for he was naked.] Suidas and Phavo- 
rinus say ETrevSvrrig is Ifianov to eawrarov, the inner garment, 
but Julius Pollux says it was x^wv 6 iZtoSev, the outward 
coat; the context here seems to make it most probable it 
was the inward garment next his shirt: for he was naked, 
signifies, he only had his shirt on; for in this sense only 
Saul lay naked among the prophets, (1 Sam. xix. 24.) and 
David was naked when he. danced before the ark, (2 Sam. 
vi. 20.) i. e. he had put off his royal robe. (See the note on 
Mark xiv. 51. see also Job xxii. 6. xxiv. 7. Isa. xx. 2, 3. 
1 Cor. iv. 11.) 

' [ 4 3 Ver. 13. Jesus taketh bread, and giveth to them, and 
fish likewise.'] As the father of the family he both makes 
provision for them, and gives to every man his portion : 
that he himself did eat is not said ; yet since St. Peter saith,, 
they did eat and drink with him after his resurrection, 
(Acts x. 41.) and St. Luke saith, that he did eat before 
them, (Luke xxiv. 42, 43.) as he did that for confirmation 
of his resurrection, so is it probable he might eat here for 
the same end. 

I 5 ] Ver. 15. Lovest thou me irktiov toutwv, more than 
these?] Most interpreters think Christ asketh whether St. 
Peter loved him more than the other disciples ; but as Peter 
.could not answer to this question unless he knew their 
hearts, so could he not shew he did this by feeding Christ's 
sheep, unless he fed them more* than they. It is therefore 
observable, that after Christ had given them a commission 
to preach the gospel, (John xx. 21, 22.) Peter betakes him- 
self to his fishing trade; Christ therefore here inquires whe- 
ther he loved him more than these nets and fisher-boats, 
about which he was now employed, and saith, that if in- 
deed he did so, he should leave them, and wholly employ 
himself in feeding his sheep and lambs. Some of the fathers 
add, that Christ makes this inquiry thrice, that Peter by a 
threefold confession might atone for his threefold denial. 
They who hence aTgue for the supremacy of Peter above 
the rest of the apostles, are vain in their imaginations; for 
if, by these words, Christ required Peter to feed all his sheep 
and lambs, it is certain ho was wanting in his duty; for he 
never exercised one act of supremacy over the rest of the 
apostles, but, being sent by them, obeyed, (Acts viii. 14.) 
and, being reproved by St. Paul, he held his peace, and was 
so far from feeding all Christ's sheep, that he never fed any 
of the province of St. Paul. Did he feed those apostles on 
whom the same Holy Ghost fell, who had the same com- 
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mission, given at the same time, and in the same words, to 
prcaeh the gospel to all nations, or to every creature? if 
not, they were not in the number of the sheep, whom Peter 
is here bid to feed : or did all other pastors receive com- 
mission from St. Peter to feed Christ's sheep? Did St. Paul, 
who doth so solemnly declare he had not his commission 
from man, neither by matt? (Gal. i. 1.) Did any of the 
bishops of Asia? No : St. Paul assures us the Holy Ghost 
Iiad made theni overseers of the flock of Christ. (Acts xx. 
28.) * No, saith Pseudo-Ambrosius,* not Peter only, " sed 
nos cum eo," but we with him have received commission to 
feed Christ's sheep ; and what is here said to Peter, Feedmy 
sheep, u ad omnes dicitur," is (saith St. Austin t) said to all; 
and, saith St. Basil,J Christ here gave rrjv forjv IZovatav wa<n 
rote £<P*Zvg TTotfiim koI $t$a<TKa\ois, the same power to all 
ensuing pastors and teachers. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 17. Lord, <tv navra olSag, thou knowest all things.] 
Schlictingius here saith, that Christ is here said to know 
all things, because he knew many things. But this de- 
stroys St. Peter's argument ; for, it follows not that Christ 
knew the sincerity of St. Peter's heart, and his affection 
towards him, unless he knew the secrets of all hearts. This 
therefore is an argument that Christ was truly God, it be- 
ing God alone to whom the secrets of all hearts lie open. 
(1 Kings viii. 39.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 22. If I will that he stay ?wc epxofuu, till I come.'] 
viz. To the destruction of Jerusalem, after which this apo- 
stle lived a long time, and he alone did so, the other 
apostles being dead before; of this coming the prophet 
Joel speaks, saying, The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
irpiv iXOtiv, before the great and terrible day of the Lord 
cometh, Joel ii. 31. (see ver. 1.) so Mai. iii. 1, 2. iSou 
ipxtrai, behold, he cometh — but who shall abide the' day of 
his coming? and, iv. 1. iSov cpx £rat W*Q a Kupiov, behold, the 
day of the Lord cometh, which burnetii as a furnace; and, 
ver. G. firi iXSrwv, lest coming he smite the land with a curse. 
In the New Testament we have frequent mention of this 
coming of our Lord; for when our Lord spake of the de- 
struction of the temple, the apostles ask what is the sign 
rfc <T7Je TraQovviaq, of thy coming, Matt. xxiv. 3. and he tells 
them that napovata, the coming of the Son of man will be as 
lightning, ver. 27. and then should they see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven, ver. 30. that as it was in the 
days of Noe, so should it be at the coming of the Son of man, 
ver. 37. 39. bidding them watch, because they know not when 
their Lord cometh, ver. 42. 44, (See Matt. xvi. 28. Heb. x. 
37. James v. 9. and the notes there, and on 2 Thess. ii. 1.) 
And note here, that whereas it is said, that the Scripture 
mentions only two comings of our Lord; one when he came 
and lived on earth, the other at the day of judgment, when 
he shall come k Stvrtpov, a second time without sin unto sal- 
va//o?2,(Heb.ix.20.)this is indeed no objection against this 
intermediate advent so frequently and plainly mentioned 
in the New Testament; this being not a personal advent, 
by a descent of Christ from heaven, but only a coming of 
our Lord by the Roman army, and by signs from heaven, 
and in the clouds of their approaching ruin. Wonderful 
here are the words of Theophylact; for he not only saith, 
that some held that John then lived, and was to do so till 



* De Sacerd.cap. 2. 
$ Conslit. Men, cap. 23. 



t De Agone Christi, cap. 30. 



the coming of antichrist,' when he, with Elias, was to preach 
Christ, and to* be slain .by antichrist, but adds this as the 
import of Christ's words, Wliat if I will that he tarry till 
I come, that he should remain in Galilee till the destruction 
of Jerusalem; as, saith he, John did till the coming of 
Vespasian, and only departed when Jerusalem was to be 
taken. 

[ 8 ]Ver, 24. This is the disciple who testifies of these 
things, and wrote these things, teal otSafitv oti aXriOris itrrtv r\ 
fiaprvpta aifTov, and we know that his testimony is true.] 
Here some tell us that this chapter was writ by many, and 
therefore not by St. John, and this they conclude from the 
word olSafxtv, we know, but without ground : for Dr. Light- 
foot here observes, that we know, in the Chaldee dialect, is 
often used of one. So Mary Magdalene saith of herself, 
Tliey have taken the Lord out of the sepulchre, koL ovk oiSa- 
p.tv, and we know not where they have laid him: so St. 
Paul often, offiafxtv yap, for we know that the law is spi- 
ritual, but I am carnal, 1 Thess. ii. 18. TjfltXriaa/xtv — l-yw 
fxlvUavXog, we would have come to you, I Paul: so this 
apostle saith of himself, vfxug fzaprvpovfxtv, we testify, Eph. 
iii. 12. and that here it is only one thatspeaketh, is demon- 
strated from the following word, olfxai, I suppose. Nay, 
even these words shew that all the preceding words of 
this chapter were writ by this disciple, and therefore were 
not written by the Asiatic bishops : and therefore Theo- 
phylact here saith ntpl tfiavrov \iyw on aXriQtvw. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 25. OiSt avrbv olfxai rbv k6<tjjlov yuypriaai ra ypacpo- 
fitva |3tj3Xta, I suppose the world itself would not contain the 
books which should be written.] Here most interpreters 
say the apostle's words contain a great hyperbole, with a 
catachresis, but Origen* avoids them both, declaring that 
the apostle saith, the world would not receive the books 
written, not for the multitude of the books, but for the great- 
ness of the works recorded in them. So the word is used by 
this evangelist introducing Christ saying to the Jews, My 
ivord oh x^pti * v hfjuv, is not received by you: so Eusebius 
saith, that the men of former ages ovk i?v 7tg> x w i°" v > were 
not able to receive Christ's doctrine: (lib. i. cap. 1. p. 8.) so 
Christ saith, ov navTtg x w P& v > All men cannot receive this 
saying : (M&tt. xix. 11.) and Philo saith,f there are very 
many things in the world, a Sta [xiyzOog avOpiomvog Xoyiv- 
jubg ov x^pti* which for their greatness human reason can- 
not comprehend. See many other examples of this sense 
of the word in.Stephanus, and in Grotius on Matt. xix. 11. 



A SERMON 

ON JOHN vii.47— 49. 

Are ye also deceived? Have any of the rulers, or of the pharisees, believed 
on him? But this people, who Unoioeth not the law is accursed. 



§. 1. JL HE miracles of our blessed Saviour, by which his 
doctrine was confirmed, were so exceeding many, and ex- 
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cceding great, that they prevailed on those plain-heaTtcd 
people, who beheld them, to believe, that he who wrought 
them was indeed the Christ: for " many of the pcoplo be- 
lieved on him, saying, When Christ comcth, will he do more 
miracles than these ?'*(vcr. 31.) These apprehensions of the 
vulgar did so alarm the chief priests and pharisccs, who saw 
their interest, authority, and credit, with the people, must 
decline as fast as that of Christ's prevailed, that they forth- 
with dispatched their officers to tako him, and bring him to 
them, (ver. 32.) These officers, when they had heard the 
gracious words which issued from the mouth of Christ, 
were themselves taken by him; they, who were sent to 
bring Christ to the priests and pharisees, were themselves 
brought to Christ; and so these converts neglect to do 
the office of the high-priest's Serjeants : and being asked 
the reason why they had not brought Christ, they boldly 
answer, that they had heard such gracious and heavenly 
words proceeding from him, as never man before him spake; 
and therefore could not .think it fit to apprehend so excel- 
lent a person as he was. The pharisecs hearing this answer, 
do presently conclude, their officers must be deceived in 
these kind thoughts of Christ, and offer this, as they sup- 
posed, convincing argument to prove it ; viz. that though 
the giddy multitude, who had no knowledge of the law, and 
therefore no capacity to understand the mind of God con- 
tained in it, might be inclined to think that Jesus was 
indeed the Christ: yet, since the rulers of the church, the 
Sanhcdrin, seeing the doctors and expounders of the law, 
the scribes and pharisees, believed not on him, but did 
unanimously reject him as a vile impostor, they mustbe 
certainly deceived, who apprehended otherwise concern- 
ing him; because they followed the verdict of the igno- 
rant and giddy multitude, in opposition to the better judg- 
ments and the mature deliberations of their church-guides 
and learned clerks. 

Now amongst all the arguments by which the emissaries 
of the church of Home endeavour to beguile unstable 
souls, and beget in them a suspicion that they have been 
seduced from the church, none is more plausible than this, 
which by the pharisees is here laid down. I therefore 
shall endeavour, ^ 

1. To propound the Argument, which is here urged by 
the pharisees to prove our Jesus could not be the true 
Messiah,* in its full strength and vigour. And, 

2. To shew that what the papists do produce to prove 
that protestants must be deceived, is exactly parallel to 
what the pharisccs did, or might, produce against our 
Saviour ; and the same arguments might with equal reason 
have been urged by the unbelieving Jews against our Lord's 
disciples, and those who laid the first foundations of, and 
became early converts to, the Christian faith, as they arc 
urged by the papists against our departure from the church 
of Rome. 

§. 2. Now the argument contained in the text is this, viz. 
You must be certainly deceived if you believe that Jesus 
is the Christ; because you do, by entertaining this persua- 
sion, contradict the judgment of your church-guides, which 
God hath set over you. For they have frequently assem- 
bled for the determination of this grand debate, "Whether 
this Jesus was the Messiah promised to the Jews, or not," 
and they have constantly determined that he was not the 
Christ; and have unanimously concluded .that he deserved 



to be punished as a vile impostor, and that all who did 
confess that he was the Christ should be excommunicated. 
In an assembly consisting of chief priests and pharisees, 
they positively declare that Christ could be no prophet, 
because he was a Galilean : (John vii. 41, 42.) this all, say 
they, who search tho Scriptures, mayplainly sec,(ver. 52.) 
Moreover, they determine in my text, that all, who so es- 
teemed him, were themselves deceived, and that they lay 
exposed to this delusion for want of knowledge in the law, 
(ver. 47—49.) 'In the ninth chapter of St. John, ver. 16. 
the pharisees again declare, that " this man could not be 
of God, because he did not keep the sabbath." Moreover, 
these pharisees, and other rulers of the church, cvvuiOuv- 
ro, determined and agreed together, " that whosoever did 
confess that Jesus was the Christ, should suffer excommu- 
nication." (John ix. 22. xii.42.) They therefore thought 
themselves infallibly certain (if excommunication be, as 
R. H.* informs us, an evidence of a claim to be infallible), 
that Christ was not the true Messiah. Elsewhere the 
scribes and pharisees do positively conclude thatChrist did 
only u cast out devils through Beelzebub." (Markiii. 22.) 
After some days they again call a council, avviSptov <rvv{)ya- 
yov, and there determined that it was fit that Christ should 
die : (John xi. 47. 50. 53.) this tho high-priest declares, 
and all the pharisees and the chief priests agree to exe- 
cute. (Luke xxii. G6.) A full assembly, consisting of the 
high-priest, and all the chief priests, presbyters, and 
scribes, Christ being brought before their council, do with 
one voice declare, that he was worthy to die as a blasphe- 
mer, and also that " by their law he ought to die, because 
he made himself the Son of God." After his death, the 
chief priests and the pharisees, with one consent, pronounce 
him a deceiver. (Matt, xxvii. G3.) When the disciples 
began to witness that he was risen from the dead, the high- 
priest, rulers, elders, scribes, and all the kindred of the 
high-priest, assemble. at Jerusalem, and strictly do com- 
mand them " not to speak at all, nor teach, in the name of 
Jesus. (Acts iv. 6. 18.) Soon after the high-priest, the San- 
hedrin, and all the elders of Israel, being met in council, 
repeat the same command, and chastise the apostles for 
their disobedience to it. (Acts v. 40.) If therefore the 
decrees of many councils, consisting of. the guides of the 
-whole Jewish church, maybe esteemed sufficient to decide 
a controversy, it must be certain that Jesus Christ was not 
the true Messiah, promised to the Jews, but a deceiver and 
blasphemer. Now as a Romanist,f having produced five 
provincial and twp general councils, falsely so called, for 
that portentous doctrine of transubstantiation, saith, " If 
the decrees of so many synods, so often weighing the ad- 
versaries' reasons and evidences were not sufficient for 
settling such a, point, at least as to the obedience of future 
silence, and noncontradiction, and as to suffering the 
church to enjoy her peace, what can hereafter be sufficient? 
Or can we ever hope that any controversy shall be finally 
determined, or ended by any future council, if this (of the 
Messiah) is not by thdse forcpast? Can there be any 
ground here to question the integrity or lawful proceed- 
ings of so many councils, all concurring in the same judg- 
ment (for a corporal presence, saith the Romanist, that 
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Christ teas a deceiver, saith the Jews)? Or could there be 
a new light in this point attainable in those times (by the 
private person, or Christian convert), which those (guides 
of the Jewish church, who condemned your Jesus,) were 
not capable, or had no notice of?" 

2. They who so often and so unanimously condemn your 
Saviour and his doctrine, saith the Jew, were the church- 
guides, by God appointed. to " teach the children of Israel 
all the statutes which the Lord had spoken to them by the 
hand of Moses/*to teach Jacob his judgments, and Israel 
his law/' and by whose lips the knowledge of it was to be 
preserved. (Lev. x. 11. Deut. xxxiii. 10.) They were the 
men who are in Scripture styled the " messengers (or the 
ambassadors) of the Lord of hosts;" (Mai. ii. 7.) that is, the 
men appointed by him to declare his message to the people. 
They were the men ordained to "minister before the Lord 
in every controversial matter," men who were i ' set for the 
judgment of the Lord, and for controversies." '(Deut. xvii. 
8. 12. 2Chron. xix. 8.) " In controversy they shall stand 
in judgment (saith the Lord), and by their word shall every 
controversy be tried." (Deut. xxi. 5. xvii. 12. Ezek. xliv. 
24.) Wherefore, to act in opposition to the judgment of 
these guides, must be to act presumptuously, as God himself 
declares, to despise the verdict of God's messengers, and, 
in a controversial matter of the highest moment, to reject 
the sentence of those men, who are by God ordained to de- 
fine it, and by whose words, according to his ordinance, it 
must be tried. 

3. As for the common people, who in this matter did 
oppose their private judgments to the decrees of their 
church-guides, not acquiescing in their conciliar determina- 
tions, that your Jesus was not the true Messiah, they, saith 
the Jew, must act against that rule, which both the law of 
Moses and the prophets have prescribed ; for by that law 
they are commanded, under pain of death, when any con- 
troversy should arise among them, " to go to the priests and 
Levites, and to the judge then living, to inquire the sentence 
of judgment from his mouth, and to do according to the 
sentence whic{i they shall shew them, and according to all 
that they inform them, not declining from it to the right 
hand, nor to the left." (Deut. xvii. 8 — 11.) They by the pro- 
phets are instructed to " ask the priests concerning the 
law," and to " seek the knowledge of it from their mouths." 
(Hag. ii. 11. Mal.ii.7.) They therefore stood obliged to 
assent to the determinations of the Sanhedrin, and the 
conciliar decrees of priests and Levites, scribes and phari- 
sees, confirmed by the high-priest, and so they were obliged 
to believe, that, according to the true intent and meaning of 
the 'law, your Jesus could not be the true Messiah. And 
consequently they must err, who, quitting the decisions of 
the pharisees, and other rulers of the church, embrace that 
tenet of the ignorant and giddy multitude. 

§. 3. Thus the Jews pleaded from Scripture against our 
blessed Lord. And if you do compare these pleas, and 
others of like nature, which might be ofFered from the Scrip- 
tures by the Jew, with what the Romanists do offer for the 
infallibility of any of their councils, you will soon find that 
all their pleas for this infallibility from the New Testament 
are paralleled, or rather over-balanced, with places of like 
nature in the Old, which do more strongly plead for the 
infallibility of the high-priest and rulers of the Jewish 
church. For, 



1. Do the Romanists plead Christ's promise to be "for 
ever with the church ?" (Matt, xxviii. 20.) 

Ans. The Jews had equal reason to expect God's pre- 
sence among them, because he promised " to dwell among 
the children of Israel, to meet them at the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and there sp6ak with them," (Exod. xxix. 
42 — 45.) to " reign over them in Zion, from henceforth and 
for ever." (Micah iv. 7.) He " chose Zion for his habita- 
tion," and said of it, " This is my rest for ever, here will I 
dwell;" (Psal. exxxii. 13, 14.) and. of Jerusalem, " that he 
would put his name for ever in that place, and that his eyes 
and his heart should be there for ever." (2 Chron. vii. 1G.) 

2. Do they add that Christ hath promised, that " where 
two or three are gathered together in his name, he will be 
in the midst of them ?" (Matt.'xviii. 20.) 

Ans. God also promised to the Jews, that he would 
" bless them out of Zion," (Psal. exxxiv. 3.) and that 
" wheresoever he did record his name, there would he come 
and bless his people." (Exod. xx. 24.) 

3. Do they allege the sayings of our Lord to his disci- 
ples; viz. " He that heareth you, heareth me;" (Luke x. 1G.) 
he who neglects to hear the church, shall be accounted as 
" a heathen and a publican ?" (Matt, xviii. 17.) 

Ans. God also said, that " he who will not hearken to' 
the priest that stands to minister before the Lord, even that 
man shall die for bis presumption " (Deut xvii. 12.) 

4. Do they say that Christ's apostles commanded Christ- 
ians " to obey*those that had the rule over them, and to 
follow their faith?" (Heb. xiii. 7. 17.) 

Ans. Our Jesus did command his hearers to " do all that 
the scribes and pharisees did say unto them," (Matt, xxiii. 
3.) and that because of their authority derived from Moses; 
and God himself commanded all his people to do " accord- 
ing to all that they should be informed of by the priests " 
(Deut. xvii. 10.) And, 

5. Do they plead Christ's promise made to his apostles, 
that " he would send the Spirit of truth to guide them into 
all truth?" (John xiv. 2G. xvi. 13.) 

Ans. Whereas this promise doth personally belong to 
the apostles, and not to their successors — for it is a promise 
" to bring to their remembrance (by his Spirit) what he 
(before) had said to them," (John xiv. 2ff.) and to " shew 
them things to come," (John xvi. 13.) to which spirit of 
prophecy the Roman doctors do not now pretend; — I say, 
whereas this promise did belong to the apostles only, God 
stood obliged by covenant to cause his Holy Spirit to re- 
main among the rulers of the Jewish church: for thus he 
speaks, " According to the word that I covenanted with 
you, when ye came out of Egypt, so my Spirit remains 
among you." (Hag.'ii. 5.) Moreover, God promised to the 
Sanhedrin, that " he would put the spirit of Moses upon 
them ;" (Numb. xi. 17.) and in compliance with that pro- 
mise he came down in a cloud, and took the spirit, which 
was upon Moses, and gave it to the seventy elders, so that 
"they prophesied, and did not cease." Or, 

G. Do they argue for their infallibility, because the church 
is styled by St. Paul, " the pillar and the ground of truth," 
(ITim. iii. 15.) by reason of that truth which is preserved 
by her governors? 

Ans. God also hath declared, touching his priests, that 
"the law of truth was in their mouth f (Mai. ii.G.) and of 
Jerusalem, that " she should be called the city of truth." 
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(Zcch. viii.3.) And if the church of Judah hath since failed, 
so also hath the church of Ephesus, of which alone St. Paul 
affirmcth that it was the " pillar and the ground of truth." 

7. Do they conclude that the church-guides must be in- 
fallible, because " God hath placed in the church, some 
apostles, some prophets, some pastors, and some teachers, 
for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ, that we henceforth 
be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine ?" (Eph. iv. 11,12.) 

Arts. Were not the Jewish priests placed also for this end, 
for the work of their ministry, the perfecting of their saints, 
the edifying of their flocks? Were not their lips to pre- 
serve that knowledge, which should restrain the people 
from their errors? Were not they appointed " to heal that 
which was sick, and bring again that which was strayed?" 
(Ezek. xxxiv. 4.) Or, 

Lastly, Do they triumph in that promise of our Lord, 
that the " gates of hell should not prevail against the 
church?" (Matt.xvi. 18.) 

Ans. God also promised, that his " covenant made with 
the Lcvites, priests, and ministers/' should be as certain and 
perpetual as that of day and night. (Jer. xxxiii. 20, 21.) 
So that I need not add, that by this phrase Christ only pro- 
miscth, that pious Christians shall not for ever be detained 
under the power of the grave ; which I have elsewhere 
shewed to be the natural and only import of these words, 
" the gates of hell shall not prevail against the church." 
- Moreover, the plain meaning of the foregoing words, 
viz. " Thou art Peter, and upon this rock will I build 
my church," is, as Tertullian* well informs us, this: Thou 
who hast, first of all my disciples, acknowledged me to be 
the Christ, thou shalt first preach this doctrine to the world, 
and by so doing, lay the first ifoundation of a Christian 
church : which he accordingly performed, first laying the 
foundation of a churchf among the Jews by the conversion 
of three thousand souls; and after, laying the foundation 
of a church among the gentiles, by the conversion of Cor- 
nelius and his friends; Christ having, to fulfil his promise, 
" made choice of him, among the rest of the apostles, that 
the gentiles by his mouth should hear the word of the gos- 
pel, and believe.":}: Now to pretend to be St. Peter's suc- 
cessor in this matter, is in effect to say, that the founda- 
tions of a Christian church are not yet laid. 

If therefore Roman Catholics conclude from these ambi- 
guous and obscure places for the infallibility of councils, 
or the major part of the church-guides concurring with the 
pope, in any sentence or decree, although these places do 
not speak one syllabic of any pope, or major part of the 
church-guides, and much less of the Romish prelates, and 
less of their infallible assistance; what ovations and tri- 
umphs would they have made, had it been said expressly 
of their cardinals and councils, as it is said of Jewish 
priests, that they were set for judgment and for controversy? 
had God fixed his glorious presence at Rome, as he did at 



* "Si,qmadixerit PctroDomiDns, 'super banc petrnm scdiftcabo ecclesiam m«am/ 
idcirco praciomis et od le dcrivasse aolvendi et Ugandi poteslatem, qoalis esever- 
tens et commntans maoifeatnm domini inteotionera personality (A. B.) boc Petro 
confereotem, aio enim et exitos docet, io ipso eccleaia extmcta est, id est, per. ip- 
aum. — Ipse prime a in Christ! baJHismo reseravit aditom ccelestis regoi." De Pa- 
dicitii , cap. 51. p. 574. B. 

t Acts ft. 41. t Acts xt. 7. 



Jerusalem, and settled there a seat of judgment, and a con- 
tinual court of highest judicature, as was that Sanhedrin, 
which in Jerusalem was settled? had he dwelt in St. Peter's, 
as he dwelt in the temple? had he left with them, as he did 
with the Jewish priests, a standing oracle, a urim and a 
thitmmim, to consult with upon all occasions? so that 
this plea being much stronger for the infallibility of the su- 
periors of the Jewish church, than for the infallibility of the 
whole western church, or any of its councils, the Roman 
doctors must acknowledge, either that they fallaciously 
urge it against protestants, or must confess that it stands 
also good against the Christian, and is a confirmation of 
all those traditions which were condemned by our Saviour, 
and a sufficient plea for all those errors and corruptions, 
which, as the prophets do complain, were generally taught 
and practised by the church-guides in the declining ages of 
the Jewish church : for* if these arguments be good now, 
they were so then ; and if they were good then, for aught 
that I can sec, the high-priest, and the major part of the 
church-rulers of the Jews, were always in the right; and 
Christ, and his apostles, with the holy prophets, must be 
in the wrong. 

§. 4. Moreover, had we no evidence from Scripture, may 
the Jew say, in prosecution of this argument, reason seems 
very strongly to conclude for this submission of the com- 
mon people, and some few priests, to the concurring judg- 
ments of their church-guides, and of the major part of 
Jews, who joined with them in condemnation of your Jesus 
as a blasphemer and false prophet, and of his followers as 
heretics and schismatics, or men, who worshipped God 
after that w f ay, which by the Jews was called heresy, (Acts 
xxiv. 14.) and were ringleaders of a sect, (ibid. ver. 5.) 
For, still to argue after the manner of the Romish doctors ; 

1. Is it not reasonable to conceive, that they who were 
God's ministers appointed for this very thing to judge in 
controversial matters, and to make trial of such as did 
pretend to prophecy, as was the Jewish Sanhedrin; I' say, 
is it not reasonable to conceive that the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit should be vouchsafed to these rulers of the 
church and doctors of the law, rather than to those com- 
mon people, who bore no such relation to God, had no 
commission from him to direct others in the meaning of his 
word, but had so many and such express injunctions to 
seek it at the mouth of their church-guides? Can we ima- 
gine, that these pharisees and rulers should be the men 
ordained by God for controversies, and by whose words 
they must be tried, and yet should be such blind and stupid 
guides, ag by your Jesus they were said to be, that " he 
who was led by them must fall into the ditch?" 

Moreover, were no assistance from above to be expected 
in this case, it is not reasonable to think that these great 
doctors of the law, those numerous priests, who made it 
their whole business to study and search out the meaning 
of the law of Moses, those members of the Sanhedrin,f 
who were still chosen out of the most learned persons, and 
the most eminent for wisdom; I say, may we not reason- 
ably conceive such persons to be fitter and more able 
judges of the sense and meaning of that law, or of the truth 
of any miracles pretended to be wrought by Christ or his 
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apostles, than was that rude and giddy multitude, which 
had no knowledge of the law? *" They therefore consider- 
ing their superiors' study and learning in such things Di- 
vine, and also their own ignorance; they considering both 
the special ordination and commission of their superiors 
from God to teach them in the necessary truth, and his 
charge laid upon them to obey their ecclesiastical supe- 
riors, ought to depend upon and adhere to their directions 
so much the more in any point of faith, by how much it 
is esteemed mare necessary, as wherein there is a much 
greater hazard if they should err." 

3. All that your gospel doth suggest, or reason may pre- 
tend, for the exemption of the first Jewish converts from 
obedience to these decrees of their superiors in the Jewish 
church, may, saith the Jew, be fully answered from the 
plain principles, and almost in the words, of Roman Catho- 
lics. For, to proceed in the expressions of R. H. the 
guide in controversies, with very little variation of them ; 

§. 5. 1. Will you affirm, that all the priests and rulers, 
scribes and pharisees, and the whole Sanhedrin, acted 
against their faith and conscience in these determinations 
by which your Jesus was condemned as an impostor? 

Ans. R. H.f will tell you, " There is a moral certainty 
that so many such persons cannot conspire in such a mat- 
ter, viz. a necessary to salvation, to falsify the truth against 
their own belief and conscience to their subjects and pos- 
terity, with an anathema to all dissenters," or an excommu- 
nication of all who preached and believed that Christ was 
the Messiah promised to the Jews, and was already risen 
from the dead, when their own consciences could tell them 
that these things were true. J " If any can be so uncha- 
ritable as to credit of them so great a wickedness, that the 
supreme councils of the (Jewish) church should with design 
decree an error contrary to their faith (or knowledge) in 
this necessary matter, and then enjoin all their subjects to 
believe it under anathema/' he must believe that "they most 
certainly do devote themselves to eternal perdition." And 
therefore, "if not out of charity or reverence to such sacred 
persons, yet from the irrationality of such a defence, it is 
much better to pass over this objection." 

2. Will you say that these superiors were only to be ap- 
pealed to in doubtful matters, and that this thing, " Whe- 
ther the Scriptures declared your Jesus to be the true Mes- 
siah," was not doubtful? 

Ans. R.H. informs you,§ that "a right judgment can- 
not but account all those places doubtful, in the sense 
whereof, either the ancient or present major part of Christ- 
ianity are of a contrary judgment from himself." That must 
be therefore doubtful, according to the ground and reason 
of this rule, which you presume not to be doubtful, since 
it was that in which the major part of the then present 
Jewish church was of a contrary judgment from the 
Christian convert. 

3. Will you plead, in favour of the vulgar, that they 
were bound to hearken to these Jewish guides no longer 
than they followed the rule of Scriptures? 

Ans. Be it so; but, saith R. H.|| " Who is appointed 
judge of these supreme judges, when they transgress 
against this rule? Their subjects ? Who are from them to 
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learn the sense of the rule, where difficult and disputed, 
and who are bidden to follow their faith ? The right ex- 
ercise of judgment will not judge so." For if the vulgar 
may pass this judgment on the decrees of many, councils, 
and the concurring judgment of their superiors and church- 
guides, I hope the matter must be evident even to the vul- 
gar sort, that notwithstanding the contrary judgment of 
chief priests and rulers, scribes, pharisees, and elders, and 
almost all the Jewish nation, that sense of Scripture must 
be false, which their ecclesiastical guides alleged, to 
prove that Jesus was not the true Messiah,. and that " ac- 
cording to their law, he was to die f and that sense of the 
Scripture must be true, which by the apostles and their 
converts was alleged to prove, that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah promised to the Jews. Now, * how vainly (saith 
R. H.*) doth any one pretend, or promise himself a cer- 
tainty of any thing wherein (so many) councils, and a much 
major part of the church, having all the same means of 
certainty as he, judgeth contrary; where it seemsf the 
Scripture may be so doubtful, that the sense of the ( then) 
catholic church, or its (greatest) councils, they say, can be 
to them no certain or infallible interpreter of it, where the 
judgment or common reason of (these) councils thinks itself 
so certain of the contrary, as to anathematize dissenters (or 
cast them out of the church)? On what grounds here these 
(private) persons, or (new erected) churches, could assure 
themselves that their own sense of Scripture was true, they ' 
having left that of the churches, councils, and of a major 
part of (Jews), who also judged their sense false, I under- 
stand not-: surely they will not say, they have this certainty 
from the Scripture, because the true sense thereof is the 
thing so mainly questioned, and the certainty or infalli- 
bility of the traditive sense of the (Jewish) church they 
renounced; and then, which only is left, their own judg- 
ment, or their own common reason, when that of (their 
greatest) councils, or major part of (their) church-guides, 
differs from it, one would think should be a more fallible 
ground to them, than the judgment or common reason of 
the church. ForJ (a man) to presume himself certain in a 
matter of faith, or in his own sense of Scripture (though 
the literal expression be never so clear), where so many 
learned and his superiors, (comparing other texts, &c.)are 
of a contrary judgment; this (saith R. H.) is the same as 
if, in a matter of sense, a dim-sighted person should profess 
himself certain that an object is white, when a multitude 
of others, the most clear-sighted that can be found, having 
all the same means of a right sensation as he hath, pro- 
nounce it black, or of another colour." Moreover, § if 
these Scriptures or reasons be so clear, even to the igno- 
rant and unlearned Jews, must they not be as clear to their 
church-guides? And may not then their judgments more 
securely be relied upon, at least for any thing which is 
presumed to be clear? " For if the Scriptures || be main- 
tained so clear in necessaries, that every one using a right 
endeavour cannot mistake in them; then shall the church- 
governors much rather, by reason of this clearness obvious 
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to every rustic, not err in them ; and so shall the people, 
the more the rule of faith is proved to bo clear, the more 
securely rely on, and be referred in them to their direction." 

4. If you pretend a more sincere endeavour in those 
few converts, to find out the sense of Scripture, or search 
out the truth in these matters ; which, in the case of the 
Bcreans, your Scripture seeraeth to assert : 

Arts. I answer still with the same author,* " That since 
all parties do pretend sincere endeavour in the right un- 
derstanding of the Scriptures, and after it do differ so 
much in their sense of it, it follows, that such sincere en- 
deavours being indifferently allowed to all parties, the 
sense of Scripture (and the verdict of true reason) ought 
to be pronounced clear, if on any, on that side as the major 
part doth apprehend it (which certainly was not the pri- 
mitive converts, but the unbelieving Jews, and their eccle- 
siastical superiors)" For surely,t " we have reason to pre- 
sume that the chief guides of the church, in their consults 
concerning a point necessary to salvation delivered in 
Scripture (as that of the Messiah was), use at least as much 
endeavour as a plain rustic doth to understand the mean- 
ing of it." And, " whatsoever other thing is supposed ne- 
cessary besides sincere endeavour, or is understood to be in- 
cluded in it (as freedom from passion and secular interest, 
or also a freely professing the truths, which their sincere 
endeavour discovers to them), none can rationally imagine, 
k but that the supreme church-governors should be as much 
or more disengaged herein than private men :" and,J " that 
passion and interest blind private men or ourselves, soQner 
than general councils, or a major part of the church/' 

See therefore here the wisdom of the unbelieving Jews, 
" who to preserve themselves from erring in this matter, 
made use of the securest way that reason could imagine, 
(saith R. H.§) or that Christians are prescribed, whilst 
for the sense of the Scriptures that were controverted in 
this point of the Messiah, they chose not to rely on their 
own judgments, but on that of the supremest guides of the 
church, and judges of Divine truth, that were afforded 
them on earth; and so if they erred, yet took the wisest 
course to have missed erring, that religion or reason could 
dictate. To which guides also the subjects of this former 
communion all believed submission of their private judg- 
ments to be due, and to be commanded ; from whence also 
it follows, that till they are convinced of error in this 
point, viz. that no submission was due" to the decrees of 
all these councils, and the concurring judgment of those 
spiritual guides by whom your Jesus was condemned, 
" they are not capable of being convinced ifi any other 
matter/' 

If, lastly, you affirm that the common people had con- 
viction and demonstration from the miracles of Christ of 
the falsehood of the decrees, and the interpretations of 
their church-guides in this matter, and of the truth of that 
Christianity, which they embraced in opposition to those 
said decrees : 

Ans. This I confess is a great truth, but then the Roman 
doctors cannot plead it without rejecting most of their 
professed tenets, and their strongest pleas for absolute 
submission to the major part of their church-guides. For, 
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1. Admit our Saviour and his apostles wrought true 
miracles, how did the vulgar perceive thein so to be but 
by their senses? and how did they infer from them the 
truth of Christianity, but by their private reasons? Now* 
" the evidence of sense and reason must be both neglected 
(saith the Romanist), when a Divine revelation declares 
any thing contrary to them ;" this, and this only, being their 
defence of transubstantiation against the common sense 
and reason of mankind. Now, of the certainty of a Divine 
revelation, or the true sense of Scripture, they make the 
judgment of the major part of their church-guides to be 
sufficient evidence, and so there was sufficient evidence, 
according to this rule, that all the miracles, which Christ 
and his apostles seemed to work, were done in opposi- 
tion to Divine revelation, or the true sense of Scripture. 

2. Certain it is that the rulers of the Jews, and the pre- 
vailing part of the whole nation, differed from the converted 
Christians in their apprehensions of these miracles, and 
judged them all diabolical impostures, or trials of their 
faith, &c. " Now this seems necessary to be granted, 
(saith 11. H.f) that in what kind of knowledge soever it be 
(whether of our sense or reason, in, whatever art or science), 
one can never rightly assure himself concerning his own 
knowledge; that he is certain of any thing for a truth, 
which all or most others, of the same or better abilities for 
their cognoscitive faculties, ia all the same external means 
or grounds of the knowledge thereof, do pronounce an 
error. So that where all or most differ from me, it seems 
a strange pride not to imagine this defect in myself, ra- 
ther than them ; especially when, as all the grounds of ray 
science are communicated to them, and when, as for my 
own mistakes, I cauuot know exactly the extent of super- 
natural delusions/' According therefore to this rule, it was 
strange pride in the first converts to Christianity among the 
Jews, to judge the miracles of Christ or his apostles true, 
when most of their own nation, as well as heathens, dif- 
fered from them in that apprehension, and spoke so freely 
every where against the sect of Christians. 

3. Th6 truth of the pretences of our Lord and his 
apostles, depended on two things, viz. the fulfilling of pro- 
phecies, and the truth of his miracles. %" Now, according 
to the Roman principles, no man could be certain of the 
truth of either of these without the authority of the then 
present church. For the fulfilling of prophecies depended 
on the sense of many obscure places of Scripture, of 
which, say they, the major part of the church-guides must 
judge : aud for miracles, they tell us that there is no way 
of judging true from false, but by the authority of the 
church. Now, if these things be so, what ground could 
the first Jewish converts have to believe Christ was the 
true Messiah, or a worker of true miracles, when, in be- 
lieving both these things, they must oppose the authority 
of the then present church ?" 

4. All that hath been discoursed in answer to the former 
pleas, serves also against this: for who shall be judge 
whether these miracles were true, and were sufficient to 
confirm the Christian faith ? Those persons, whose office 
it was to judge both of true prophets and true miracles, or 
those who had no power or commission so to do? Were 
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not the Jewish Sanhedrin and other rulers of that church' 
more able judges of the truth, and the validity of any mi- 
racles pretended to l»e wrought by Christ and his apostles, 
than was that multitude which, as experience teacheth, 
may be imposed upon with ease? Were not those guides, 
who were appointed to be judges in all other matters, the 
proper judges of this controversy? Have we not reason 
to believe their judgment was as free from interest and 
passion, and their endeavours to search out the truth of 
these relations its sincere, as was the judgment or endea- 
vours of the laity? When therefore these church-guides 
did, notwithstanding those pretended miracles of Christ 
and his apostles, conclude unanimously that Christ was a 
deceiver, was it not absurd to say that what they so uni- 
versally determined, might be discerned by any private 
judgment to be the clearest falsehood? that vulgar persons 
had demonstration in this matter against the judgment of 
the whole body of their guides, and that their common rea- 
son was able to discern that to be manifestly true, which 
the same common reason of their superiors judged to be 
manifestly false? 

§. 6. Thus have we seen that Scripture and reason do 
more countenance the Jew pleading against our Lord/and 
the first Christian converts, than they do countenance the 
papist pleading against protestants. In the last place the 
Jew may argue from tradition thus, viz. 

These spiritual guides, inmaking this determination, and 
passing of this judgment concerning Jesus, were guided by 
that rule, which, by the greatest part of Christians, I mean 
the Roman catholics, is highly magnified and equalled 
with the Holy Scriptures, viz. tradition, acknowledged by 
the present church for such. *And so your Jesus must 
also upon this account be deemed an impostor, or the pre- 
tences and pleadings of the Romanist against the protest- 
ant, from the tradition of the church, must be acknowledged 
to be in vain. For, 

-14. It is most certain that the Jews had a tradition gene- 
rally received amongst them, that their Messiah at his 
coming-should " restore the kingdom to Israel:" that he 
should subdue the nations under them, and should erect a 
temporal dominion in the Jewish nation over all their ene- 
mies. .Even the disciples of our Lord did constantly be- 
lieve this article, till by the Holy Ghost's descent upon 
them, they were better informed. Witness their contest, 
" who should be greatest in that kingdom," (Matt, xviii. 1.) 
and the desire of the. sons of Zcbcdce, " to sit one at his 
right hand, another>t his left hand in it." (Matt. xx. 21.) 
This was our faith, saith Clcophas, " we trusted that this 
Jesus should have redeemed our Israel :" (Luke xxiv. 21.) 
and when they were assembled, after his resurrection, their 
first inquiry is this : '* Lord, wilt thou now restore the 
kingdom to Israel ?" (Acts i. G.) It is therefore certain, that 
this was the received tradition of the whole Jewish church, 
grounded, as they supposed, upon the Scriptures, which 
did necessitate them to expect a glorious Messiah^ not 
such a one (saith Trypho) as your mean and despised 
Jesus was. 

2. It was also a tradition which generally obtained 
amongst the Jews, that their Elias, who was called theTish- 
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bite, was to appear again in person before the advent of 
the true Messiah: so was that place of Malachi, trans- 
lated by the LXX. three hundred and eighty years before 
our Saviour's coming; i" Behold; I send unto- you Elias 
tov 9e<r/3tTT)v before the* great and terrible day of the Lord 
come."(Mal. iv.5.) Allwe expect (saith Trypho), that Christ 
should be anointed by Elias, who is for to come ; * and be* 
cause this Elias is not come, we think your Jesus cannot be 
the Christ. Accordingly the scribes, or the expounders of 
the law, did with one voice declare it necessary that Elias 
should first come.f 

3. It was the general tradition of the Jews, that the law 
of Moses should be perpetually obliging to them; and that* 
it was to be observed even in the days of the Messiah. On. 
this presumption certainly it was that Christ's disciples, 
after his resurrection, were strict observers of the law of 
Moses for a considerable time ; and so were also many 
thousands of the Jewish converts. St. Peter was so nice 
in observation of the Jewish customs, that till he was in- 
formed better by a vision, he thought such meat was ut- 
terly unlawful as was forbidden by the law ; so that when 
in that vision he was bid H to slay and cat," he presently 
cries out, as a man tempted to an unlawful act, " Not so, 
Lord, for I have never eaten any thing that is unclean." 
(Actsx. 12.) St. James gives an account to Paul of the 
great zeal that all the Jewish converts had to the law of 
Moses, in these words, " Thou seest, brother, how many 
thousands of the Jews there are which believe, and they 
are all zealous of the law." (Acts xxi. 20.) He farther tells 
him, how highly they were all offended with him, because 
they were informed he had taught that they were not 
obliged to yield obedience to the constitutions and customs 
of the Jewish law; and, lastly, doth exhort him to do what 
might be proper to cause these zealots to believe that \t he 
also walked orderly, and kept the law," (ver. 2L 24i) St;; 
JeromeJ and Sulpicius§ inform us, that fourteen imme- 
diate succeeding bishops, with their flocks, >vere all ob- 
servers of the law of Moses. And by the unbelieving Jews 
nothing was more abhorred than the thoughts of changing 
their Mosaic customs: for upon this account St. Stephen 
was , accused of blasphemy against Moses and the law, 
because he said, "that the Messiah should change .the 
customs which Moses had delivered to them." (Acts vi. 
11. 14.) This accusation before the scribes, the elders, 
and high-priest, was deemed sufficient to prove him guilty 
of that capital offence of blasphemy. On this account they 
bring St. Paul before the judgment-seat of Gallio ; because, 
say they, he did persuade men to worship God 7rapa rbv 
vofiov, against, or otherwise than. was commanded by the 
law of Moses. (Actsxviii.13.) And this opinion they ground- 
ed chiefly upon those places, which seem to speak of the 
perpetual duration of those statutes, and say they shall he 
" ordinances to them for ever ;" (Exod. xii. 17. Lev. xxiii. 
21.Deut.xxix.29.)and consequently seem to infer a de- 
claration from the mouth of God, that they should not be 
altered. 

Moreover it is certain, that as the protestants condemn 
as sinful and pernicious many traditions and customs of 
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the Romish church; so did that Jesus, whom Christians 
honour as the true Messiah, as frequently inveigh against 
and solemnly condemn many traditions, which then were 
generally received and practised in the Jewish church, as 
vain and sinful customs, and such as tended to make void 
the Scriptures, and render the whole Jewish, worship vain. 
He therefore seemeth to have been as great an enemy to ec- 
clesiastical traditions, though they were generally owned 
by the then present church as such, as protestants can be 
esteemed.. 

Lastly, Certain it is that the superiors and church-rulers, 
or at least the major and prevailing part of the church- 
rulers, did then as firmly and unquestionably believe that 
those traditions, which were condemned by our Jesus, and 
which so evidently proved, if true, he was not the Messiah 
promised to the Jews, were both agreeable to the word of 
God, expounded by their church-tradition, and were deli- 
vered to them by Moses, and the patriarchs, and prophets, 
and were continually practised by their forefathers, as doth 
the Roman church believe that her traditions were taught 
and practised by Christ or his apostles, and by their suc- 
cessors, throughout all ages of the church. Hence are 
they often styled by them, " the traditions of the ancients,* 
or the traditions received by succession from their fathers :" 
and in their later writers they arc always held to be derived 
from God by Moses, together with the written law, and as 
an explication of it Hence, like good Roman catholics, 
they were more ". exceedingly zealous for the traditions of 
their fathers," than for the law itself. They + accuse all 
who walked not according to these customs of their fa- 
thers, as persons who forsook the law of Moses: and to 
do any thing against these customs of their fathers, was 
reputed criminal. This being so, 

I ask, why the tradition of the major part of the church 
catholic, or Christians in any age whatsoever, and their 
concurring judgment, that what she doth at present teach 
and practise, she received from Christ and his apostles, 
should be esteemed sufficient to render all those persons 
guilty of heresy and schism, who do not yield assent to 
what they teach, or a compliance with their practices, as 
Roman catholics assert; and yet that the general tradi- 
tion of the then present Jewish church, even the including 
the disciples of Christ, should not conclude them schisma- 
tics and heretics, who, being members of that church, would 
not assent unto what they so generally taught, or comply 
with that, which they practised, as delivered to them by 
Moses, and the patriarchs, and prophets ? 

§. 7. But to apply these things, if it be possible, yet 
more particularly unto the pleadings of the Roman church, 
and to shew the weakness and the pernicious results of 
their most specious pretences : I add, 

1. That notwithstanding it was the duty of the priests 
and rulers of the Jewish church, both to preserve and 
teach unto the people the knowledge of the law, yet did the 
major part of these church-guides both oft and danger- 
ously swerve from this their duty : for they did teach and 
practise, and direct the people into those ways, which w r crc 
destructive to the eternal welfare of their souls. God by 

* ntff£$o<ri; t£v vrpr&urltw, Matt xy. 2. a! ff*Tjix«2 WA{*$«rit;, Gal. i. 14. 
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his prophets doth complain, without exception, of them, 
that " they erred in vision, and stumbled in judgment ;" 
that "the teachers of his people made lies their>cfugc, and 
under falsehood hid themselves, saying, The overflowing 
scourge shall not come to us ;" (Isa. xxviii. 7. 15.) that their 
" interpreters had transgressed against him, thathis watch- 
men were blind, they were all ignorant, all dumb dogs that 
could not bark, sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber ; 
that they were greedy dogs, that could not have enough :" 
(Isa. xliii. 27. lvi; 10, 11.) " Shepherds that could not un- 
derstand; that the priests said not, Where is the Lord 7 and 
they that handled the law knew him not ; that the pastors 
also transgressed against him, and the prophets prophesied 
by Baal ; and walked after the things that did not profit :" 
(Jer. ii. S.) that "his prophets prophesied falsely, and the 
priests bare rule by their means :" (Jer. v. 31.) that " from 
the prophet to the priest every one dealt falsely :*' (Jer. vi. 
13, 14.) that " they healed also the hurts of the daughter 
of his people slightly, saying, Peace, peace, when there 
was no peace f (Jer. viii. 9.) that " his wise men had re- 
jected the word of thc^Lord;" (Jer. xxiii. 1, 2.) and that 
" the pastors, whose business it was to feed his sheep, de- 
stroyed, and scattered, and drove them away, and did not 
visit them:" (ver. 11.) that "both priests and prophets 
were profane :" % (Ezek. xxii. 26.) that " they had violated 
his law, and had profaned his holy things, putting no dif- 
ference betwixt the holy and profane, the clean and the un- 
clean, and hid their eyes from the sabbaths;" (Ezek. xxxiv. 
1. 6.) that "the shepherds of Israel fed themselves, but 
did not feed the flock, the diseased did they not strengthen, 
neither did they heal that which was sick, nor bring again 
that which was driven away, nor seek that which was lost, 
but with force and cruelty they ruled ; so that the sheep 
were scattered because there was no shepherd :" (Hos. i v. G.) 
that " they rejected knowledge, so that God's people were 
destroyed for lack of it:" (Zeph. iii. 4.) that "her prophets 
were light and treacherous persons, her priests had pol- 
luted the sanctuary, they had done violence to the law: 
that they had forgotten the law of their God, they departed 
out of the way, they caused many to stumble at the law, 
they corrupted the covenant of Levi. ,, (Mai. ii. 8.) 

Moreover, of these guides it is expressly said, that 
" they which led the people, caused them to err," (Isa. iii. 
12.) V and destroyed the way of their paths f (ix. 16.) that 
" the leaders of the people caused them to err, and they 
that were led of them were destroyed, and that their shep- 
herds caused them to go astray" (Jer. 1. 6.) Our Lord 
declares, that " they were fools, blind. guides, full of hy- 
pocrisy and of iniquity ; that they had taken away the key 
of knowledge, and had shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men, not going in themselves, nor suffering them 
that were entering to go in :" (Matt, xxiii. 13. Luke xi. 52.) 
that they made many false decisions in matters of so great 
importance, as to " make void the law of God, and render 
his whole worship vain :" (Matt. xv. 6. 9.) that " they trans- 
gressed the commandment of God by their traditions;" 
that notwithstanding their instructions, the ■" people were 
as sheep without a shepherd," (Matt. ix. 26.) or only had 
" such guides as would most certainly," if they submitted 
to their guidance, "lead them to the pit." (Matt. xv. 14.) 
Hence therefore I infer, 

1. That even those spiritual guides, who arc by God's 
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appointment constituted to instruct his people, and to feed 
his flock (for such our Lord acknowledged the scribes and 
Pharisees and rulers of the Jewish church to be), may 
scatter and destroy that flock: and they, who, are set for 
the judgment of the Lord, and for controversies,' may -vio- 
late, corrupt, pervert that law they should interpret ; they 
may be partial in it #hey may depart out of the way; they 
may make the commandments Jof God of none effect, 
and his whole worship vain by their traditions ; they may 
cause their sheep to eir, stumble, and go astray, and that 
so dangerously, that they who are led by them shall be de- 
stroyed with them, and find no entrance into bliss. And 
hence, I hope, I may assume the boldness to conclude 
against the infallibility of our spiritual governors, or the 
concurring judgments of the major part of them ; which is 
sufficient to root up even the foundations of the Romish 
Babel. 

. 2. Hence I infer, that notwithstanding all the foremen- 
tioned scriptures, which say, it was the duty of the people 
to ask of their spiritual guides the meaning of the law, and 
seek the knowledge of it at their mouths, and to inquire 
after their judgments in all those controversies they were 
not able to resolve ; I say, hence I infer, that notwith- 
standing this, the people were not absolutely obliged to 
rest in the decision of the major part of these church- 
guides, or bound to practise all that they approved; for 
then an obligation must be laid upon them, not only to err in 
judgment with them, to countenance false prophets, and to 
speak peace to themselves, when there is no peace ; but 
also to violate the law, and to comply with their false 
glosses and corrupt interpretations of it ; nay, which is 
more unreasonable, they must be then obliged to be de- 
stroyed, to fall into the pit, and to exclude themselves 
from the enjoyment of Christ's kingdom : whereas it is a 
contradiction to say, that God obligeth any person to 
transgress his law; and it is little less than blasphemy to 
say, he doth require them to destroy themselves, to fall 
into the pit, or to deprive themselves of the enjoyment of 
his kingdom. Hence therefore I infer this corollary : 

That neither are all Christian people, churches, or na- 
tions, absolutely bound to rest in the decisions of the ma- 
jor part of Christian bishops, nor to practise all that they, 
approve and impose : — which proposition overthrows that 
absolute and blind obedience to their church-guides or 
councils, which Romanists so stiffly plead for. 

3. Hence it is also evident, that private-persons, or that 
the minor part of the whole church, may have sufficient 
ground, cither from reason or clear Scripture, for their re- 
fusal of assent, and of submission to the authority and de- 
finitions of the major part of their church-guides; for the 
Jews were bound to believe Christ to be the true Messiah, 
although the high-priest and the ciders had pronounced 
him a deceiver and a malefactor: they were obliged to 
believe his miracles were wrought, not by Beelzebub, but 
the Spirit of God; that Christ's kingdom was not of this 
world; that John Baptist was that Elias, wJiich was for to 
come; and that to eat with hands unwashed, to heal the 
sick, to pluck some ears of corn upon the sabbath-day, 
were not unlawful actions, although the major part of their 
church-guides taught and believed the contrary. (Matt, 
xv. 5.) They were obliged not to void that law of nature, 
which required children to relieve their own distressed 



parents; and therefore stood obliged not to comply with 
those traditions of the scribes and pharisees, which made 
the word of God of none effect, and would not suffer them 
to yield obedience' to it. And seeing they had " many 
traditions and decrees of the like nature,"* which obtained 
amongst them, and only were rejected by the Sadducees 
and disciples of our Lord ; in none of these could they 
comply with their church-guides without the violation of 
that law of God, which sure they had sufficient ground 
and reason to observe. In a word ; in all those cases, in 
;which they were not bound to rest in the decision of the 
major part of their church-guides, or practise what they 
did approve, that is, in all the cases mentioned in the former 
head, they must have had sufficient ground, either from 
Scripture or from reason, for their refusal of submission to 
them. Now these three inferences do fully justify the re- 
formation of the church of England. 

§. 8. 4. From what hath been discoursed, we may see the 
weakness of those pleas the Roman doctors make in their 
own defence, and of the arguments they use to shew, that 
it is impossible they should be guilty of those corruptions 
in doctrine, or in manners, which we charge them with. 
For, their most specious pretences are tp this effect; that 
we confess the church of Rome was once both true and 
orthodox : shew then, say they, how we did cease to be so, 
whether by schism or heresy: with schism you cannot 
justly charge us ; " for f that can never be of a much major 
and more dignified part, in respect of a less and inferior, 
subject to it; because this main body in any division is 
rightly taken for, the whole, from which a separation is 
schism, and to which every member ought to adhere, as to 
the body and head here upon earth to -which it belongs:" 
we therefore being the much major and more dignified part 
of the church, cannot be schismatics in reference to pro- 
testants, who are, and were at their departure, a less and 
an inferior body to us. If heresy be the crime charged 
upon us, by what church were we condemned ? What 
body of men before you found fault with those corruptions 
which you pretend to reform? for sure, it was not possible 
for so many errors and corruptions to come into the church, 
and no one take notice of them? Could this be so, where 
was the watchful eye of Providence oyer the church ? But, 
if we could suppose this Providence was unconcerned for 
the preservation of the church, could all the pastors fall 
asleep at once ? Or, could they all conspire together to 
deceive their posterity? Moreover, since God will always 
have a visible church, what can you mention besides that 
which holds communion with the church of Rome, as the 
then present visible church of Christ, when you began your 
reformation (except perhaps some eastern churches, which 
you dislike almost as much as that of Rome)? And if that 
church could teach such errors as you charge her with, as 
matters of the Christian faith, what assurance can you have 
she hath not erred in defining the canon of Scriptures, and 
delivering some book or books for the word of God, which 
arc not so? This is the sum of all the pleadings of the 
Roman party in their own behalf: and they are only such 
as the Jewish doctors might have pleaded with as much 
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plausibility- against our Lord's disciples, and that first 
Christian church which they planted in that nation. For, 
1. Where, may they say, will *you produce the men 
of former ages, who taxed the Jewish church with such 
•errors and corruptions as your Jesus did, and bid men 
u beware of the leaven of the scribes and pharisees," that 
is, the most holy and learned members of our church? 
Do not the Christians themselves acknowledge, that wo 
were once a " right vine," and the " beloved of the Lord ?" 
How or when therefore did we cease to be so ? If by 
schism, produce that major part or body of the Jewish 
church from which we separated, when first your Jesus, 
■like another Luther, appeared among us? Or, if by 
•heresy we ceased to bo so, by what church, what councils, 
were we condemned? Who can believe that God would 
•ever suffer such dangerous doctrines to prevail in his own 
church, and raise up no church-guides, no prophets, to 
discover things so destructive to her very being, till these 
'new teachers and reformers first arose ? Where then had 
•God a true church in the world, if not among the people of 
the Jews ? What other church could Christ or his apostles 
■mention, besides that which he so often taxed with voiding 
the commandments of God, and rendering his worship vain, 
•because of some traditions .which they had received from 
•their forefathers? If then God suffered this church to be 
•all overrun with such a fatal leprosy, and gave no clear 
discovery thereof, where was the watchful eye of Provi- 
dence ? Where was that God, who promised that he would 
'"put his name for ever in Jerusalem, and that his eyes, and 
•heart should be perpetually there?" JBut suppose that Pn*- 
vidence was unconcerned, did all our pastors fall asleep at 
once? -Or, could they all conspire to deceive. posterity? 
Were not the oracles of God committed to us Jews ? Did 
not your < Christians receive them from us? If then our 



church might teach her children such destructive errors as 
you charge her with, how can you be assured that she hath 
not erred even in that canon of Scriptures which from her 
you have received? 

% Now though this instance, which I have largely prose- 
cuted, may be sufficient to shew the vanity of the most 
plausible pretences of R. IL against the protcstants, both 
in his Rational Account and his Discourse, it might be 
farther manifested, that they as strongly plead for the hea- 
then world against the Jews ; for the Mahometan against 
the Christian; for the priests of Baal against Elias and 
those seven thousand who had not bowed the knee to 
Baal; for the prevailing Arian against the orthodox; for 
the fornicator, the simoniac, the covetous, and the de- 
bauched person, in all those ages, in which these were the 
epidemical and almost general diseases of the clergy, 
that is, from the tenth to the sixteenth century ; and, lastly, 
for antichrist himself, when he, according to the predic- 
tions of the Scripture, and the confession of many Roman 
catholics, shall drive the church, that is, the orthodox pro- 
fessors of the faith, into the wilderness, and slay the wit- 
nesses of Christ, and of his doctrine. But, 

To conclude, If this be truly the result of the most spe- 
cious pretences of the Roman party to draw our souls into 
their deadly snares, if all their fairest pleas do make for 
Judaism more naturally than they do for popery; if what 
they urge, to prove the protectant divines to be deceivers 
of the people, doth more strongly prove our blessed Jesus 
a deceiver, which is the ^highest blasphemy ; I hope that 
no true lover of this Jesus will be much tempted by such 
pleas to entertain a good opinion of the Romish faith : it be- 
ing certainly that faith, which cannot be established but on 
the ruins of Christianity, nor .embraced by any protestant, 
but with the greatest hazard, if not the ruin, of his soul. 
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• JL HE history of the acts of the Apostles, if it rclateth 
matters truly, is an invincible demonstration of the truth of 
Christian faith. For, 

First, It confirms the truth of Christ's great promise, 
John xiv. 12. He that believeth in me, shall do greater 
works than I have done; because J go to my Father. (See 
the note there.) 

* Vid. Stillingfl, Sermon on Actsxxiv. 14. 



It confirms his promise made to his disciples, that the 
Spirit of his Father should speak in them, and give them a 
mouth and wisdom which all their adversaries should not be 
able to gainsay; (Matt. x. 20. Lukexxi. 15. Acts vi. 10.) that 
they who believed in him after that he was glorified, should 
receive the Holy Ghost ; (John vii. 39.) and the saying of his 
forerunner, that he who was to come after him, should bap- 
tize them with the Holy Ghost, and with fire; (Matt, iii* 11. 
Acts ii. 3.) and of Christ's declaration, .that when this Spirit 
teas come he should convince the world of sin, because they 
believed not in him, (John xvi. !). Acts ii. 37.) and of righ- 
tcousness, because he went to the Father, (ver. 33.) 

It confirms the truth of this prediction, that after he was 
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lifted tip, he ivould draw all men after him; (John xii. 31.) 
when he was sown in the earth, he should bring forth much, 
fruit; (ver. 14.) and of his comparison of the kingdom of 
God to a grain of mustard-seed, (Mark iv. 30.) for its won- 
derful increase: (Actsii. 41. iv. 4. v. 14.) so mightily grew 
the word of God and prevailed. (Acts xix. 20.) 

It confirms all that Christ had said concerning the king- 
dom of Satan falling down like lightning, (Luke x. 17.) the 
casting out and judging the prince of this world, (John xii.. 
31. xvi.ll.) and the conquest his disciples should have 
over all the power of the enemy, (Luke x. IS.) by shewing 
the efficacy the gospel had to turn men from the power 
of Satan unto God. 

To make these things more evident, I shall reflect more 
largely upon two particulars, which arc the frequent sub- 
jects of this history: viz. the gifts of the Holy Ghost con- 
ferred upon the apostles and others, partly by the laying on 
of the apostles' hands upon them, and partly at the preach- 
ing of the apostles to them : and, (2.) the miracles, which 
the apostles, and other preachers of the gospel, wrought 
for confirmation of their doctrine. And, 

First, Of these miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghost, these 
Acts of the Apostles have left upon record these signal 
instances ; 

(1.) That on the day of Pentecost, the apostles and dis- 
ciples of Christ Jesus being met together, cloven tongues • 
like to fire fell upon them, and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance; adding, that when this miracle 
was wrought upon them, there were devout men of every 
nation, who Jieard them speak in their own tongues the won- 
drous works of God; and upon this account did with, 
amazement ask, Are not all these which speak Galileans? 
And hoiv hear we every man in our own tongues wherein we 
were born? and that St. Peter, one "of Christ's disciples, 
did then and there declare, that the same Jesus, whom the 
Jews had crucified, was by God raised up, and exalted to 
his own right hand, and having received of the Father tlie 
promise of the Holy Ghost, had shed forth this which they 
noiv saw and heard; and that he with these sayings in- 
stantly converted three thousand souls ; and that God daily 
added to the church such as shoidd be saved. (Acts ii.) 

(2.) That when St. Philip had converted many people 
of Samaria to the Christian faith, and had baptized them, 
St. Peter and St. John laid their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Ghost: and that Simon Magus seeing 
this, offered them money to have this power imparted to 
him, that on whomsoever he shoidd lay his hands, they might 
receive the Holy Ghost. (Acts viii.) 

(3.) That whilst St. Peter was preaching to Cornelius, 
his kinsmen, and near friends, the Holy Ghost- fell on all 
those that heard the word, and they spake with tongues, 
and magnified God in the presence of the Jews. (Acts x. 
44, 45.) ... 

(4.) That St. Paul finding twelve disciples of John the 
Baptist who had not yet received the Holy Ghost, he bap- 
tizeth them in the name of the Lord Jesus; and when he 
had laid his hands upon them, they received the Holy Ghost, 
and prophesied. (Acts xix. 6.) 

Now all these things were done, saith this record, in po- 
pulous and famous cities; viz. 

The first in Jerusalem at the great feast of Pentecost, 



immediately ensuing Christ's ascension, and therefore at a 
time when all Jerusalem was met to celebrate that. feast, 
and when the fame of the Messiah expected suddenly to 
appear, (Luke xix. 11.) had brought great multitudes of 
Jews and proselytes out of all nations to attend the issue 
of that expectation ; and so the matter of fact, if true, must 
be* well known by all Judea so to be : nor could it possibly 
be false, but all'then present and alive when first this fact 
was published to the world, must be so many living wit- 
nesses of the falsehood of it/ > • . /*» 

The second populous city, whose converts received this 
effusion of the Holy Ghost, was the metropolis of Samaria, 
* according to our Lord's prediction, You shall be my wit- 
nesses in Samaria. (Acts i. 8.) The time when this was 
done is noted by three characters; viz. that it was done 
soon after the death of Stephen, (Acts viii. 2.) and before 
the conversion of St. Paul, (ver. 1.) and when Simon the 
celebrated magician/was there, and had so gained upon the 
people of that city, that they all gave heed to him, and 
owned him as the' great power of God, (ver. 9, 10.) 

The third happened in the city of Caesarea (the seat of 
the Roman governor of Judea,. inhabited by Jews, Sama- 
ritans, and gentiles, and well stocked with Roman soldiers), 
upon the person and kindred of Cornelius, a centurion of 
the Roman band, one well reported of by the whole nation 
of the Jews'; "and so, not only Caesarea, but all Judea, and- 
Rome also, must be acquainted with the conversion of a 
man so eminent for his post, so well approved by the whole 
Jewish nation, for his piety. The character of the time 
when* this was done, we learn from these circumstances, 
that before the word was preached to the Jews only; and* 
that this was the first instance of their preaching to convert' 
a gentile to the faith of Christ. (Acts xi. 19.) 

The fourth was done in Ephesus, the metropolis of the 
proconsular Asia, about twelve years. after the former, in a 
city where dwelt many Jews, who were teachers of the law 
in opposition to the gospel, and who had there a syna- 
gogue: and after this, alt Asia, both Jews and Greeks, 
heard the word of CJirist. (Acts xix. 10. 17.) 
■ Secondly, Of the miracles performed by the apostles 
and other persons assisted by the Holy Ghost, this history 
saith in the general^ that with great power gave the apostles 
witness, of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, (Acts iv. 33.)' 
arid that in confirmation of it many signs and wo7iders were 
done by the apostles* hands. In particular it informs us, 

(1.) -That at Jerusalem, Peter and John cured by the 
name of Jesus a man forty years old, who had been so lame 
from his mother's womb, that he was carried from one 
place to another; that this was done to the astonishment 
of the people, who knew he had been so long impotent in 
his feet/but now saw him leaping and walking, and praising, 
God: and that these two apostles being brought before the- 
whole Sanhedrin on this account, and asked by what poiver 
or by what name they had done this cure, they openly de- 
clare to them that they had done it by faith in the name of 
that Jesus of Nazareth whom these men had crucified ; and 
that the council seeing the man that was healed standing by 
them, were forced to confess, that it was manifest to all 
them- that dwelt at Jerusalem, that a notable miracle had 
undeniably been done by them, (iii. 2. 11. iv. G. 1C) 

(2.) That when the chief priests and sadducees had put 
them by night into prison for preaching in tho name of 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



502 



PREFACE TO 



Jesus, though the prison was found shut with all safety, and 
the keepers standing ivithout before the doors; yet were the 
apostles on the morrow found standing in the temple, and 
teaching the people; the angel of the Lordhaving opened the 
prison doors, and brought them forth, and commanded them 
thus to preach: (v. 18 — 25.) and that this so affected them, 
that they not only donbtedwhat this might come to, (ver. 24.) 
but were prevailed upon by the great and celebrated Ga- 
maliel, to let these men alone, lest haply they should be found 
to fight against God, (ver. 39.) 

(3.) That Stephen being full of faith and power, did great 
wonders and miracles among the people, (vi. 8.) 

(4.) That these miracles were so certainly and so effec- 
tually performed, that thereupon the people brought forth 
the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, 
that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might over- 
shadow some of them ; and that a multitude came out of the 
cities round about them to Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and 
them that were vexed with unclean spirits, and they were 
healed every one: (v. 15, 1G.) and also, that by their mira- 
cles and preaching, they converted to the Christian faith at 
one time three thousand, (ii. 41;) at another time five thou- 
sand persons, (iv. 4.) that men were daily added to the 
church, (ii.47.) that believers were the more added to the Lord, 
even multitudes of men and women, (v. 14.) that the word of 
the Lord increased, and the multitude of the disciples multi- 
pliedin Jerusalem greatly, anda great company ofthepriests 
were obedient to the faith, (vi. 7.) 

(5.) That upon St. Philip's preaching Christ at Samaria, 
the people, wit h one accord, gave heed to the things which he 
spake* beholding the miracles which he did; for unclean spi- 
rits crying with a loud voice, came out of many that were 
possessed with them, and many, taken with palsies, and that 
were lame, were healed: and that these things prevailed 
there, not only with many men and women to receive 
Christian baptism, but also forced Simon Magus, a famous 
sorcerer, to believe; and being baptized, to continue with' 
Philip, wondering at the signs and miracles done by him, 
(viii. 6, 7. 13.) 

(6.) That whilst St. Paul, a zealous pharisee, and a more 
zealous persecutor, breathed out threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord, and had received com- 
mission from the high-priests and elders to bring them 
bound unto Jerusalem to be punished; as he came nigh to 
Damascus, a light from heaven above the brightness of the 
sun shone round about him, and struck him blind; and the 
Lord Jesus, by a voice from heaven, said unto him, Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me? and that one Ananias being 
sent by the same Jesus to lay his hands upon him, he pre- 
sently receives his sight, is filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
prcacheth Christ in the Jewish synagogues erected in that 
famous city: (Actsix.) and to this miraculous conversion he 
twice appeals, (chap. xxii. xxvi.) in vindication of himself, 
declaring, that partly the high-priests and elders, partly 
those persons that were with him then, partly one Ananias, 
a devout man according to the law, anda man of good report 
among all the Jews, could bear witness to them, (xxii. 5. 9. 
12.)and that none of these things were hid from king Agrippa's 
knowledge, they being not done in a corner; and by this 
narrative he almost persuaded that king to become a Christ- 
ian, xxvi. 26. 28. (See note on xxii. 6.) 
. (7.) That when St. Peter, being at Lydda, a city of Pales- 



tine, said to one iEneas there, who had kept his bed eight 
years, and was sick of a palsy, JEneas, Jesus Christ maketh 
thee whole: arise, and make thy bed; he immediately did 
so; and that thereupon all that dwelt at Lydda seeing this, 
were turned to the Lord, (ix. 32. 35.) 

(8.) That the same Peter at Joppa, a city of Phoenicia, 
lying upon the Mediterranean, raiscth one Tabitha from the 
dead ; and that this being known throughout all Joppa, 
many believed in the Lord, (ibid. ver. 39. 42.) And here 
let it be noted, that at Jabneh, near Joppa, sat the great 
Sanhcdrin ; and at Lydda were famous schools and eminent 
persons of the Jewish nation and religion. 

(9.) That at Cyprus St. Paul converted Scrgins Paulus, 
the deputy of the island, by striking Elymas, a Jewish sor- 
cerer there, blind with a word, because he sought to turn the 
deputy, or the proconsul, from the faith, (xiii. 7. 12.) 
• (10.) That at Iconium, a city of Lycaonia, where also 
was a synagogue of the Jews, Paul and Barnabas so 
preached, that a great multitude, both of the Jews and 
Greeks, believed, (xiv.l.) and that the Lord gave testimony 
to his word by granting signs and wonders to be done by 
their hands, (ver. 3.) 

(11.) That at Ephesus Paul preached almost three years, 
and prevailed so much among them, that all Asia, both 
Jews, there very numerous, and Greeks, resorting to Ephe- 
sus, heard, and many of them believed the gospel, God 
working, in confirmation of it, special miracles by the hand 
of Paul; so that from his body were brought handkerchiefs 
and aprons; and by this means the diseases departed from 
them, and the evil spirits went out of them. 

(12.) That seven sons of one Sceva a Jew (and of the 
priests' order, saith the Talmud), which were exorcists, 
perceiving how powerful Paul was to cast out devils by the 
name of Jesus, and therefore attempting to exorcise one 
that had an evil spirit, by the name of that Jesus whom Paul 
preached (supposing that the very name of Jesus, without 
faith in him as the true Messiah, would be effectual to cast 
out devils), they were set upon and overpowered by the evil 
spirit, and forced to fly from the place naked and wounded; 
and this being known to all the Jews and Greeks, prevailed 
with many who formerly had used magic arts to burn their 
books, confess their deeds, and believe in Jesus: so mightily 
grew the word of God and prevailed, (chap, xix.) 

(13.) That at the isle of Malta, St. Paul not only shook 
off a viper from his hand that had fastened on it, without 
harm, but healed the father of Publius, the chief man of the 
island, lying sick of a fever, by laying his liands upon him ; 
and that thereupon, others in tliat island who had diseases, 
came and were healed; and that thereupon they honoured 
all Paul's companions, and loaded them at their departure 
with such things as they needed; (Acts xxviii. 3. 10.) 
which things, if true, must be known to the inhabitants, 
and also to the two hundred and seventy-six persons who 
were cast with Paul on that island, (xxvii. 37.) 

So that this history affords us an account of miracles, 
great and many, done in many places, upon persons re- 
markable and well known: viz. the lame man laid at the 
beautiful gate of the temple; upon Tabitha, eminent for her 
works of charity; upon Saul, a zealous persecutor of the 
church ; upon Elymas the sorcerer, opposing the right ways 
of the Lord; upon the Pythoness at Philippi; (Actsxvi. 18.) 
upon the sons of Sceva ; upon the father of Publius, to the 
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conversion of many thousands, not only of the people, but 
of multitudes of the priests at Jerusalem; to the. astonish- 
ment of Simon Magus, that prince of sorcerers, and the 
convietion and conversion of multitudes of the same cricked 
art at Ephesus, a city famous for those practices. (See 
the note on xix. 19.) 

Moreover, these miracles were either done in Jerusalem, 
Samaria, Ephesus, cities of which we have already spoken, 
or where the Jews abounded; and that so certainly as St* 
Paul, in his Epi&.le to the Hebrews, inquires, How shall we 
escape if we neglect so great salvation, which was confirmed 
to tis by signs and wonders, and divers miracles^ and gifts of 
the Holy Ghost ? (Heb. ii. 3, 4.) And as for the conver- 
sion of St. Paul, it was done at Damascus, the metropolis 
and a noble mart of Syria, where flourished many thousand 
Jews ; upon a person known by the whole nation of the 
Jews, to be a strict and celebrated pharisce, and once a 
zealous persecutor of the Christian faith ; one who, after his 
conversion, which happened the next year after our Lord's 
ascension, was hated and persecuted by his own nation, for 
preaching up that faith he formerly endeavoured to destroy: 
and so, not only they at Damascus, and they who journeyed 
with him, and saw and felt that glorious light which was 
the means of his conversion, but even the whole Jewish na- 
tion must be acquainted with, and even alarmed at, this 
miraculous and sudden change. Lastly, These miracles 
were mostly done within two years, and all of them within 
twenty-seven years, after our Lord's ascension. 

Now, when times and places, circumstances and events, 
are so particularly set down, and are of such a nature as 
seem to .carry in them a conspicuous evidence of the noto- 
rious falsehood, or the clear truth of the narration, as it is 
a sign the historian intended no deceit ; so neither seems it 
easy to conceive, how such great cities and regions should 
be ignorant of the truth or falsehood of them, or be capable 
of being imposed upon by such relations. 

All that can possibly be offered to impair the credit of 
these evidences, of the miraculous operations of the Holy 
Ghost exercised by the apostles, and conferred on such as 
did embrace the Christian faith, must be comprised in these 
two particulars, viz. either that these things were not writ- 
ten and published by St. Luke, or in his time ; or, that they 
were not truly written, but contain false stories invented 
for the credit of Christianity. 

Now that this history was universally and originally 
received by the tradition of the church, amongst her true 
undoubted Scriptures, Eusebius* sufficiently informs us. 
Clemens of Alexandria f and Origen confirm the same tra- 
dition. And as all agree, that this history was written by 
St. Luke, and owned as an unquestionable record of Christ- 
ianity, so do we find it cited by St. Clemens,:}: St; Paul's 
companion; by Papias,§ who conversed with men of .the 
apostles' time ; and by Polycarp,|| who was St. John's dis- 
ciple ; and Ircnneus, who flourished in the second century, 
hath in a large chapter almost epitomized it ; nor do I read 
of any Jew or gentile who did except against the truth or 
the sincerity of the relator of these things: now if a record 
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so early and so generally received, and cited by the Christ- 
ians, may be, without all proof, rejected, as not written by 
that author whose name it hath still borne ; if a writing 
that has been always unanimously owned amorig the re- 
cords of the Christian faith, may be, without all reason, re- 
jected as a spurious or doubtful piece, the truth and credit 
of all history must be entirely subverted; and so there will 
be nothing certain left concerning any records of antiquity. 

But if, according to this general tradition, this history 
was indeed writ and published by St. Luke, there must be 
many myriads still living in Judea, Samaria, Damascus, 
Ephesus, Caesarea, and many other places mentioned in 
these Acts, who could be able to disprove these things, had 
they been false; which yet was either not at all or unsuc- 
cessfully attempted, as the issue, which concluded in its 
general reception, testifies. We therefore may conclude, 
that neither Jew nor gentile, orthodox Christian nor apo- 
state, though they were all concerned to do it, found any 
cause to doubt the certainty of what was thus recorded. 

But, to give scepticism its utmost scope ; be it, this 
history was not published till a hundred years after our 
Lord's ascension; beyond which infidelity cannot go, if we 
consider the citations of it before that time, and the abridg- 
ment of it made bylreeneus not long after; either the facts 
related in it were true, and then they are a signal evidence 
of the miraculous operations of the Holy Ghost vouchsafed 
to Christians ; or, they were false ; and then, how is it 
possible they should obtain so easy and so general be- 
lief? Could they not know in Judea, Samaria, and Ephesus, 
and in the other cities mentioned, by what means they were 
first converted to the Christian faith ? must it not be suffi- 
cient prejudice to them against these tales, that they had 
lived so long in the profession of that faith, and had heard 
nothing of these things, too wonderful, too much conducing, 
to the honour and confirmation of that faith to be so 
long concealed, had they been truly done by two such 
eminent apostles as were St, Peter and St, Paul? 



CHAR L 

1. A HE former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, ['] of 
all that Jesus began both to do and teach (as far as I 
thought this needful for the instruction of a catechumen), 

2. Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he 
[ 2 ] through the Holy Ghost had given commandments to 
the apostles whom he had chosen : 

3. To whom also he shewed himself alive after his pas- 
sion by many [ 3 ] infallible proofs (Gr. by many signs or 
testimonies of his resurrection), being seen of them forty 
days, and [ 4 ] speaking of the things pertaining to the king- 
dom of God : 

4. And, being [ 5 ] assembled together (or, eating and con- 
versing Jwith them, (he) commanded them that they .should 
not (or, not to) depart from Jerusalem, (till power from on 
high was come upon them, to fit them for their work, Luke 
xxiv. 49.) but (to) wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, saith he, ye have heard of me (Gr. for the promise 
of my Father, of which you have heard). 

5. For John truly ('Iwawijc t&v, John indeed) baptized 
with water (only); but (as he said, Matt. iii. 11.) [ 6 ] you 
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shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence (i. e. tvithin ten days; for this was spoken on the 
day of our Lord's ascension, that is, ten days before Pen- 
tecost). 

G. When they therefore were come together, they asked 
of hiin (that which they chiefly desired and expected), say- 
ing, Lord, (7] wilt thou at this time restore again the king- 
dom to Israel? (i. e. Wilt thou now set up that temporal 
kingdom, in tvhich the Jetvs shall rule over all nations, 
which we impatiently expect)? 

7. And he said to them, It is not for yon to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father [*] hath put in his 
own power (i. e. reserved to himself). 

8. But (for your satisfaction in what more concernsyou, 
knotv that) [ 9 ] ye shall receive (a miraculous) power, after 
the Holy Ghost (which I have promised) is come upon yon: 
and (then) ye shall be witnesses to me (of what I said and 
did, John xv. 27.) both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and to the [ 10 ] uttermost parts of the earth. 

9. And when he had spoken these things, while they be- 
held (him), he was taken up (into heaven); and a cloud 
received hiin (and conveyed him) out of their sight. 

10. And while they looked steadfastly towards heaven as 
he went up, behold, two (angels, like) men, stood by them 
in white apparel; ; : 

11. Who also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
(thus) gazing up into heaven, (after him whom ye cannot 
now see? but the time will come, at the end of the world, 
when) this same Jesus who is taken up from you into hea- 
ven, [ u ] shall so come (down from thence) in' like manner 
as ye have (now) seen him go into heaven. 

12. Then returned they to Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, [ 12 ] which is from Jerusalem a sabbath-day's 
journey ( L e. sevenfurlongs). 

13. And when they were come in (thither), they [ 1S ] went 
up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, 
and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholo- 
mew, and Matthew, James the son of Alpheus, and Simon 
Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. 

14. These all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, with the women, and [ u ] Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and with his brethren. 

15. And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of 
the disciples, and said, (the [ 15 ] number of the names (of 
tvhich) together were about a hundred and twenty,) 

16. Men and brethren, This Scripture must needs have 
been (Gr.'be) fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth 
of David spake before concerning Judas, who was guide to 
them that took Jesus. 

17. For he was numbered with us (being one of the 
twelve sent out, and empowered by Christ to preach in his 
name, Matt. x. 1. 5.) and had obtained part of this 
ministry. 

18. Now this man [ l6 ] purchased a field with the reward 
of (his) iniquity ( i. e. with the reward of his iniquity had 
no other advantage, but to return it back to than that gave 
it, who ivith it purchased afield); and (thai) [ n ] falling 
headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels 
gushed out. 

19. And it (this fact) was known to all the dwellers at 
Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper 
tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood. 



20. [ 1S ] For it is written (by way of prediction concerning 
him) in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be deso- 
late, and let no man dwell therein: and, His bishopricklet 
another take (or, his habitation shall be desolate, and no 
man shall dwell in it, and his bishoprick let another take). 

21. [«] Wherefore, of these men that have accompanied 
with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, (and so can testify of all he did and said, John 
xv. 27.) 

22. Beginning from the baptism of John unto the same 
day that he was taken up from us (into heaven), must one 
be ordained to be witness with us of his resurrection (and 
of his words and actions). 

23. And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, 
who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias (to be presented 
before the Lord). 

24. And [ so ] they prayed, and said(Gr. and praying they 
said), Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men, shew 
(by directing the lot to come out with his name) whether of 
these two thou hast chosen, 

• 25. That he may take part of this ministry and apostle- 
ship, from which Judas by transgression fell, [ 2l ] that he 
might go to his own place; (dsthe reward of his iniquity). 

26. And (then) [*] they gave forth theirlots; and the 
lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the 
eleven apostles (making their number twelve). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. I. 

[*] Ver.l. IlEPr 7ravro)v, Of all that Jesus began both to 
do and teach.~] Since the apostle John hath left on record 
many things the blessed Jesus did and taught, which are 
not in St. Luke ; yea, since St. Luke himself doth about 
ten times say Christ taught the people, iv. 15. 31. v. 3. 17. 
vi. 6. xiii. 10. xix. 47. xx. 1. xxi.37. xxiii.5. and yet in 
none of those places records the words he taught, it is ne- 
cessary to limit the generality of these words. Now though 
the word all doth sometime signify the chief of all the 
things related to, as when our Saviour saith to his dis- 
ciples, lyvvpiaa i/jtiv iravra, I have made known to you all 
things which J have heard of my Father, and yet he adds, 
xvi. 12. 1 have many things to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them yet; notwithstanding, seeing all the excellent dis- 
courses of our Saviour mentioned by St. John, and two of 
his great miracles, the cure of the. man born blind, John ix. 
and the raising of Lazarus, mentioned chap.xi. are not 
recorded by St. Luke, though these discourses and these 
miracles deserve well to be ranked among the chief things 
which Christ did, and taught, I prefer the exposition of 
these words given in the paraphrase, as being in effect the 
exposition, which the evangelist's own words afford, Luko 
i. 4. r Q,v ?fy£aro, which Jesus began to do, that is, which 
Jesus did ; for the gospel of St. Luke contains what was 
dpnc by Christ from the beginning of his ministry to his 
assumption; and that apxofiat is frequently an expletive, 
see Matt. xvi. 22. Mark ii. 23. Luke xv. 24. Acts xi. 15. 

[*] Ver. 2. Aia Trvtifiarog ayiov, By the Holy Ghost.] 
These words admit of several constructions, as, (1.) that 
he had chosen his apostles by the Holy Ghost; but 
against this it is objected, that the Scripture no where saith 
that Christ chose his apostles by the Holy Ghost : or, (2.) 
that he was taken up into heaven by the Holy Ghost, as by 
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the same Spirit he was led into thewiIderness:(Lukeiv.l.) 
or, (3.) that he gave commandments to his disciples by the 
Holy Ghost: which again is capable of divers construc- 
tions ; as, first, that he gave them these commandments by 
the inward operations of the Holy Ghost, which he had 
breathed into them : (John xx. 22.) but this sensQ seems not 
very probable, (1.) because, after his breathing of the Holy 
Ghost upon them, he still saith, he will send the promise of 
his Father upon them, viz. the promise of the Holy Ghost; 
and bid sthem stay at Jerusalem till they had received 
him, Luke xxiv. 29. and here, ver. 4. and, (2.) because 
he is said, ver. 3. to speak unto them the things which be- 
longed to the kingdom of God; or, secondly, as he did all 
his miracles, and delivered all his doctrines, by virtue of 
the Holy Ghost, whilst he discharged his prophetic office; 
(see note on Matt. iii. 16.) so being yet on earth, he spake 
these things, and gave these commands to his apostles, 
touching his kingdom by the same Spirit. And his passion, 
mentioned in the verse following, renders it probable that 
St. Luke speaks of the commands relating to his kingdom, 
which he had given them before his passion. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 3. 'Ev troXXo'ig 7tKixr\gioig, By many infallible 
proofs.] For, by speaking to, by walking, and by eating 
with them, he gave them certain indications that he lived ; 
that he was seen and handled by them, was a sure evi- 
dence that he had a true and natural body ; that he per- 
mitted Thomas to view the scars of his feet and hands, and 
put his hand into his side, was a certain token that the 
body raised was the same which was crucified, and pierced 
%Fy the soldier's lance. 

[ 4 ] And speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God.] viz. Of the teaching the doctrine of this kingdom 
to all nations, and the receiving them into it by baptism 
who believed, and professed to own it; (Matt.xxviii. 19.) of 
the benefits which were promised to them who cordially 
believed their doctrine, and the condemnation which be- 
longed to them who would not believe it; (Markxvi.15, 
1G.) of the encouragements and assistances he would afford 
them in the propagation of it by his continual presence 
with them, (Matt, xxviii. 20.) and the assistance of his 
Spirit, (ver. 4,5.) and by the miracles by which their doc- 
trine should be confirmed by them, and others, who be- 
lieved it. (Mark xvi. 17, 18.) 

- [ 5 ] Ver. 4. 2uvaA(£ojU£voc, Being assembled tvith them.] 
So Phavorinus saith, that aA£w is <™va0£>o£w, I assemble 
together: so Herodotus in Clio,* ovru> plv $rj <tuvtjA#ovto, 
so they met together; and again, Cyrus (wvaktaaq t\g Tavro,f 
gathering together all his father's herds; and cap. 125. koI 
ra ii\v avrlwv 6 Kvpog trvvakurE, Cyrus gathered together some 
of the Persians; and in his Euterpe he saith, thatPheron,$ 
king of Egypt, etc ^trjv 7roA<v awaXiZwv, gathering together 
all the women that had been false to their husbands into one 
city, burnt them all tvith the city; and so in Melpomene, 
a\iZuv orparov, is to assemble, or gather together the army. 
Now this assembling them together is, by Dr. Lightfoot, 
thought to have been in Galilee ; but this is contrary both 
to the text in Luke and here : for Luke xxiv. 49. he com- 
mands them KaOiZtaSai, to abide in the city of Jerusalem, here 
firj xwpt£ecr£at enro, not to depart from Jerusalem, aXXa 7mpa- 
liivuv, but to abide there; and it is added in both places, 
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that having spoken this, he led them out (of Jerusalem) to 
Bethany, (Luke xxiv. 51. Acts i. 9.) and there was taken 
up into heaven, and that thence, vTrivTpnpav, they went back 
(from Bethany) to Jerusalem; (Luke xxiv. 52. Acts i. 12.) 
they must be therefore at Jerusalem when Christ 'thus con- 
versed with them, and there abiding, were to expect the 
promise of the Father. (Luke xxiv, 49.) Al. koivww aXCov 
teal TpaTrlZriG, Chrys. GEcum. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 5. B<nrTL<T%t)<n(T%£ lv irvzyfiari aylq, Ye shall be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost.] The word ye, and the time 
affixed to this baptism, the day of Pentecost, shew that 
this baptism relates only to the disciples then present, and 
conversing with the holy Jesus : and to them the Holy 
Spirit was given, (1.) to render them powerful or able wit- 
nesses of our Lord's resurrection, (Luke xxiv. 48. Actsi.8.) 
and consequently that he was the true Messiah, or that 
Prophet, which was to come into the world, and was to f>e 
the Saviour of it. (John xvi. 8— 10.) And therefore Peter 
speaks thus to the Jews, Ye have killed the Prince of life, 
whom God hath raised from the dead, of which we are wit* 
nesses: (Acts iii. 15.) and he with the apostles says to them, 
The God of our fathers hath raised Jesus from the dead, 
whom ye killed and hanged on a tree, him hath God exalted 
to his own right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
repentance to Israel, and remission of sins. And we arehis 
witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Ghost, which 
he hath given to them that obey him, Acts v. 30—32. (2.) 
To render them able to give us an exact account, as far as 
Divine wisdom saw it necessary, of what our Saviour did 
and taught. ■ The Spirit (saith he) shall bear witness of me, 
and you also shall be my witness; because you have been 
with me from the beginning: (John xv. 26, 27.) and because, 
were they never so faithful, yet could we not so trust to 
the strength of their natural memories, as to depend on 
those long discourses we meet with in the Gospels of St. 
Matthew, Luke, and John, as the very words of Christ, or 
be assured thence, that they delivered all the circumstances 
of Christ's miracles exactly as they were transacted ; there- 
fore hath he assured us that he would send the Spirit of 
truth to them, to bring those things to their remembrance, 
which he had said unto them, John xiv. 2G. (3.) To make 
them able ministers of the new testament, able to acquaint 
all Christians with all saving truth, and teach them all 
things, which he had commanded to be observed through- 
out all ages of the church; and to declare unto them by 
the spirit of prophecy what should be hereafter: and 
hence he promiseth them the Spirit to teach them all things, 
(John xiv. 2G.) to lead them into all truth,(xvi. 13.) and to 
teach them things to come; and upon the strength of this 
promise all Christians of all ages have believed that the 
apostles, and writers of the New Testament, both spake 
and wrote as they were moved, or directed, by the Spirit of 
God; and received those doctrines they taught, and in- 
dited, not as the words of men, but, as they were in truth, the 
word of God. (1 Thess. ii. 13.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 6. 'Ev r<£ XP° V( i J t ovt<# aTroKaQtoravug ; Wilt thou 
at this time restore ?] That temporal dominion over all other 
nations, which the Jews then expected, being never before 
granted to them, the word here cannot well be rendered 
restore, but rather, grant, or establish, as it maybe ren- 
dered; for cnroKaOujTiov, say Suidas and Phavorinus, is, 
&$ovc, x aol Zo^vog, giving, or granting ; and in the Sep- 
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tuagint the word signifies to establish: so Amos v. 15. 
airoKaraorfiatTE, ye shall establish judgment in the gates; 
and Psal. xvi. 5. <rb t\ 6 airoKaQtcrrutv, thou sustainest, or 
establishes^ my lot. Ingenious here is the conceit of Dr. 
Lightfoot, that the reason of the question, Wilt thou do 
it atihis time? arose from their reflection on the indig- 
nities the Jews had don6 to Christ, and was to this effect: 
Lord, tvilt thou restore the kingdom to those who have 
dealt so basely with thee? what! to this generation so 
unworthy of that honour, as lying under the guilt of thy 
bloodshed! 

Pj Vcr. 7. Which the Father hath put in his own power.] 
i. e. Reserved to himself: for, secret things belong to God; 
(Deut. xxix. 29.) and not revealing the critical moment 
\vhcn they shall come to pass to any of his prophets, ho 
left himself free to choose his own season when he will 
effect them. Grotius here saith, this kingdom was granted 
to the tnic Israel, *. e. the Christians, when Constantine and 
other Christian kings began to reign; but this'agrees not 
with the predictions of the prophets, which plainly speak 
of a glorious kingd6mt>elonginglo tho Jewish nation com- 
ing in to the faith of Christ. Dr. Lightfoot is positive that 
this place hath no relation to" such a kingdom, and if ho 
only means a temporal kingdom, this may be granted; but 
this answer speaking of times and seasons relating to a 
kingdom to be set up, or granted to Israel, I know not why 
he may not respect that time when the Jews generally shall 
be converted, and all nations shall flow in to them, and 
make Christ's kingdom glorious. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 8. 'AZ/^cffSe Svvafiiv iirtXOovrog rov ayiov wvtvfiarog 
itf ifiag. Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you.] Or, ye shall receive the poiver of the 
Holy Ghost coming upon you: for Svva/«e, in the New 
Testament, when it relates to God the Father, Christ, or 
the Holy Ghost, imports generally some miraculous or 
extraordinary power; and what is here, ye shall receive 
power, the Holy Ghost coming upon you, is, Luke xxiv. 
50. Ye shall be endued with power from on ihigh, and then 
ye shall be my witnesses, enabled to confirm what you say 
of my words and actions, and especially of my resurrec- 
tion; with signs and wonders, and divers distributions of 
the Holy Ghost. (Heb. ii. 4.) 

^]And to thetittermost pUrts of the earth.] That is, to 
the Jews first, then to the Samaritans, and, lastly, to all the 
nations of the world; and yet it is evident that the apostles, 
and converted Jews, at the first understood this of their 
preaching only to the Jews dispersed' through the earth, 
for they preached the word to the Jews only, (Acts xi. 19.) 
and thought it unlawful, till by a vision from heaven they 
were taught otherwise, to preach to the gentiles. 

[ n ] Ver. 11. OvTtog IXtvatrat Sv TpoTrov, Shall so come in 
like manner as to have seen him go up into heaven.] We 
are told, 2 Thess. i. 7, 8. that he shall come down from 
heaven with his mighty angels in a flame of fire ; and 
1 Thess. iv. 16, 17. that he shall come down from heaven, 
'and snatch us up into the clouds; as therefore here the an- 
gels attended on him ascending to heaven, so the cloud 
that received him, (vcr. 9.) must be such a cloud of fire in 
which God was wont to appear with the attendance of his 
holy angels : of which see note on Phil. ii. 6. and this 
makes out the parallel ; he being then to come also with a 
cloud of glory, in his body, and with the attendanco of his 



holy angels. And thus Elias went up to heaven in a fiery 
chariot. (2 Kings ii. 12.) 

[ ! -] Ver. 12. JVhich is from Jerusalem a sabbath-day's 
journey.] Note here, (1.) that St. Luke doth not intend 
to givo us the distance of the place of Christ's ascent from 
Jerusalem, that being fronv Bethany, (Luke xxiv. 50.) 
which was from Jerusalem fifteen furlongs, (John xi. 18.) 
but only from the foot of Mount Olivet, which was, say tho 
Syriac, and Theophylact from Josephus,* seven furlongs, 
though now wo read in Josephus only five furlongs. Xow, 
say tho Jews, a sabbath-day's journey is two thousand 
cubits, that is, a thousand yards, which is about eight fur- 
longs, or a mile. (See of this Buxt. Lex. Talm. p. 2582.) 

Note also, that the day of Christ's ascension seems not 
settled in the church then, or that Chrysostom thought not 
of it when he here said, That because Christ's ascension 
was on the sabbath-day, therefore St. Luke informs us, 
that the way the disciples went out with him exceeded not 
a sabbath-day's journey. (Horn. 3. in Acts iii. 12.) 

["] Ver. 13. They went up ug iirtpuiov, into an upper 
room.] Where and what this upper room was, as it is not 
much material, so it is difficult to determine ; that it was not 
the room in which Christ celebrated his last supper, ap- 
pears from this, that that is called av&ytov, Mark xiv. 15. 
Luke xxii. 12. which difference of names argues a differ- 
ence in the thing itself. For avwytov is any room above 
stairs, be it only one story high, but wrtpyov is the highest 
room in the house. (Acts xx. 8, 9.) Note, 

Secondly, That there was xmtp^ov iv r^ Uq$, an upperj 
room in the second temple, in which Ezra sat with the drier 
of the fathers of the people, as Josephusf testifies; it is 
therefore supposed there might be many such, in one of 
which Christ's apostles, and the other Christians with them, 
might abide. 

It was also common among the Jews, not only for their 
rabbins to have an upper room for their Beth-Midrash, 
but also for others to have such an upper room where they 
discoursed of the law, or exercised other parts of religion; 
now in which of these, two the apostles and disciples • 
abode, is the question/- 

That it was an upper room in the temple is argued, (1.) 
Because St. Luke tells us, that after their return to Jeru- 
salem, they were Siairavrog iv r$ Up<$, always in the temple, 
(Luke xxiv. 52, 53.) and here, that after their return to Je- 
rusalem, they went up into this upper room, that they were 
Karafilvovrig, abiding there ; and ii. 46. it is said of them 
convened, and remaining in this upper room, that they were 
daily TrpovKapTzpovvrzg iv t$ upy, abiding in the temple. 
But to this it is answered, 

1. That the phrase, they were always in the temple, 
doth not prove this : for Christ saith of himself, John 
xviii. 10. I taught wavroT* iv r$ Upw, always in the tem- 
ple, and yet he had no habitation in any part of it. 

2. We read, Iii. X. that Peter and John avtjiaivov, went 
up into the temple at the hour of prayer, whereas, had they 
been in an upper room of the temple, it should have rather 
been said that they went down into it. It is also said, 
that they continued there ko& vfiipav, day after day, which 
seemcth to import that they lodged not there by night. 

3. It follows that they broke bread, kclt oIkov, that is, 
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saith Dr. Hammond, in the temple; but both these and the 
former words are spoken of the whole number of Christ- 
ians, which were now at least three thousand one hundred 
and twenty, too many sure to lodge together in one upper 
room. Moreover, that *«r oUov refers to houses distinct 
from the temple, we learn from this evangelist, saying, v. 42. 
they were teaching all the day, iv r<$ hp<$ koL tear oTkov, in 
the temple, and from house to house. 

4. That there were farzpya upper rooms in the temple 
is granted, but tuen that they belonged to any besides the 
priests and Levites is not proved : the vntpyov mentioned 
by Josephus was that of Johanan the son of the high-priest. 
And Maimonides in his book de iEdificio Templi> mentions 
sixteen conclavia, or chambers, but saith, they were all ap- 
pointed for sacred things or persons. How improbable 
therefore is it, that poor fishermen and Galileans, odious 
for their Master's sake, should be permitted to crowd in 
such numbers into one of these rooms? (See the note on 
Luke xxiv. 53.) 

[ u ] Ver. 14. And Mary the mother of Jesus.] Here is the 
last time that we have any mention of this blessed mother: 
of her ascension St. Luke saith nothing, because he knew 
nothing of it; that idle tale being the invention, of latter 
ages from apocryphal writings and vain revelations. 

And with his brethren.] They therefore then believed, 
though before they did not. (John vii. 5.) 

[^ Ver. 15* The number ovojxarwv of names.] i. e. Of per- 
sons. So Rev. iii. 4. Thou hast 6\iya ovSfxara, a few persons 
win Sardis, which have not defiled their garments: so in 
iEschylus, ToO??j3a£wvovo^a, is one of Thebes: in Cicero,* 
" Romanorum nomen/'is a Roman citizen; and in Virgil, f 
* Silvius Albanum nomen," a man of Albania. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 18. Tliis man purchased afield, llcrfoaTo x w P t ' ov * 
with the wages of iniquity.] As in the Old Testament men 
are said to get or purchase to themselves shame, (Prov. ix. 7.) 
and in the New, to receive to themselves damnation, and 
in profane authors, KrrjaaaSat tyQpav, koI avfxfyopav, to pur- 
cliase enmity and calamities ; and we in our language are 
said, to create trouble to ourselves, when this is the event, 
though it is not the intention of the action: so is Judas 
here said to purchase this field, by the wages of his ini- 
quity, which was bought with the money he received as 
the reward of his iniquity, though he neither intended this, 
nor was he instrumental to it. 

[ 17 ] And falling headlong he burst asunder.] See note on 
Matt, xxvii. 5. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 20. For it is written in the book of Psalms,(Psal. 
lxix. 26.) Let his habitation be desolate; and s (Psal. cix. 1.) 
His bishoprick (or office) let another take.] That the first 
of these Psalms refers to that Messiah, of whom David was 
a type, we learn from the twenty-first verse, where it is 
said, they gave me gall to eat, and when I was thirsty they 
gave me vinegar to drink, which was true only of Christ, . 
and is applied to him, John xix. 29. and from the ninth 
verse, where it is said, the zeal of thy house hath consumed 
me, and the reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on 
me, which is applied to Christ, John ii. 17. Rom. xv. 3. 
and therefore what is said, ver.. 26. of the enemies of Da- 
vid, may reasonably be applied to Judas, the great enemy 
of Christ; what is said, Psal. cix. 8. if it primarily relate 
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either to Doegor Ahithophel, the mortal enemies of David, 
might by the Holy Spirit be intended to have its full com- 
pletion in the betrayer of the Son of David, and this inten- 
tion might be suggested to St. Peter by the same Spirit. 
(See the appendix to the second chapter of St. Matthew.) 

[ X9 ] Ver. 21. Aei ovv, t rc5v :, avveXOovrwv rifuv avSpwv, &C. 
Wherefore of these men who have accompanied with us 
all the time, one must be ordained to be a witness.] One 
must he chosen to make up the number twelve, answerable 
to the twelve tribes of Israel: he must be one who always 
had conversed with them, that he might be a witness of all 
that Jesus said and did, John xv. t 27. whilst he discharged 
his office among tjiem ; for that is trie import of the phrase, 
go in and out ; as when Moses says,* J am grown old, lean 
no more go in and out before you, Deut. xxxi. 3. and when 
Solomon prays for wisdom, that he might go in and out be- 
fore, that great people, 2 Chron. i. 10. (See Deut. xxviii. 6. 
Psal. exxi. 8.) \ ti . 

[ 20 ]Ver. 24. And they praying said, Kvpts KapSioyvuxrra, 
Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men, &c] Here 
Woltzogenius truly notes, that they prayed to the Lord 
Jesus, because the apostles were at first chosen by him, 
were his apostles, and were to be his witness, and then 
they must ascribe to him the knowledge of all hearts, 
which is the property of God alone. 

,[ 2X ] Y er - 25 - Uopev^vat ug rbv roirov iStov, That he might 
go to his own place.] i. e. To. the place worthy of him, and 
which he had deserved by his sin. Sp the Jews said of 
Balaam, airqXSsv tig rbv toitov avrov, he went into his own 
place, (Numb. xxiv. 14, 15.) that is, saith Baal Turim, to 
hell. So Ignatius* saith, tKaarog tig rbv t§«ov twov x<*>pziv 
IxiXXti, every one must hereafter go to his own place; Bar- 
nabas t saith of those that walk in the light, that they do 
afterward oSevuv dg rbv u>ptafxivoy toitov, go to the place ap- 
pointedfor them; Clemens R. that they do go tig rbv ayiov 
roirov, to the holy place, dg rbv o^etXojucvov toitov rf/c So&jc, 
to the place of glory due to them; and Polycarp, that they 
are with the Lord, and go, tig rbv 6<pti\6jJLtvov avToig tottov, 
to the place appointed for them; according to the Hebrew 
phrase here cited by Lightfoot, he came from his own place, 
that is, from hell, appointed for idolaters. , ^ . 

Obj. 1. Hell is not the proper place of Judas, hut com- 
mon to him with all the wicked. . t > 

Ans. St. Peter doth not expressly say he went to hell, 
but into a place proper for him; now Ignatius saith, there 
is appointed for every man, Idiog roirog, a proper place ; i. e. 
a .place worthy of him, or agreeable to his actions. This 
in Plato % is the place whither, the genius which he had 
chosen whilst he lived was appointed to bring him, viz. the 
incorrigible wicked soul, eigrrjv awy irpiirovaav oijcrjatv, into 
a habitation fitted for it, but the pure soul, tig tottov 7rpo- 
<n')Kovra, to a place convenient for it. . 

Obj. 2. Secondly, It is said that it belonged not to Peter 
to pass sentence on Judas, or affirm any thing of God's se- 
crets, such as Judas's going to hell. 

Ans. This is wonderful, that when Christ had pronounced 
him a devil, (John vi. 71.) a son of perdition, (John xvii. 
12.) and declared, that it had been better for him that he had 
never been born, (Matt. xxvi. 24.) it should be thought a 
diving into God's secrets to say, ho went into a place pre- 
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pared for, or due to, such miscreants. Moreover, dotli not 
Our Saviour say, this fall of the son of perdition was fore- 
told by the Scripture 7 (John xvii. 12.) Doth not St. Peter 
here apply those Scriptures to him which foretell the most 
dreadful things ? Does not Luke shew the dreadful issue of 
his iniquity upon his body? and after all this might he not 
say, he went to a place proper for him ? Whosoever betrays 
an Israelite into the hands of the gentiles (say the Jews), hath 
no part in the world to come; how much less he who be- 
trays the Messiah, the King of Israel, into the hands of the 
gentiles ? (Malt. xx. 19. xxvi. 24.) 

Obj. 3. It seems improper to say such a one sinned that 
he might go to hell. 

Ans. This is even such an impropriety of speech as God 
is pleased to use to his own people, when he saith by Hosea, 
viit 4. Of their silver and gold they made them idols that 
they might be cut off-; and by the prophet Micah, vi. 16. 
The statutes of Omri are kept, and ye walk in their counsels} 
that J should make you a desolation; and as Christ useth, 
when he saith, The Jews had shut their eyes and hardened 
their hearts, lest they should be converted and healed, or lest 
their sin should be forgiven them. (Mark iv. 12. John xii. 
39, 40.) By all which places it appears, that in Divine con- 
struction any man may be said to do an action to that end 
which he knows will be the event of it, and which by God 
is threatened to the doers of it. 

Moreover, the other exposition, viz. that the icXripog Sm- 
Koviag Koi a7ro<rroX^c> portion of the ministry and apostle- 
ship, is the province which fell to the lot of Judas in the 
distribution of them among the apostles, and that this is 
called the proper place from which Judas fell by his sin, and 
into which Matthias is here said to go ; I say this exposition 
is founded upon an evident mistake, viz. that the several 
provinces into which the apostles were to go for preaching 
the gospel, were distributed among them before they were 
filled with the Holy Ghost, which is abundantly confuted 
by Dr. Stillingfleet, Iren. lib. ii. cap. 6. §. 2. And when, 
where, and to what end, should a province of preaching 
the gospel after our Lord's ascension be distributed to him, 
who was before to be a son of perdition ? (2.) To succeed 
in the office of Judas, is not -jropzvSrivat, to go into his place, 
but Xa/ij8av«v, to take his place ; according to the words of 
the Psalmist, His office, Xaj3ot Irzpog, shall another take. 
•And, lastly, had this been intended, a conjunction copula- 
tive should have been put before Tropzv$?ivat, and the words 
•should have run thus, Xaj3dv tov KkTjpov — koi nogivSrwat, to 
take the share of his apostleship, and to go into his place. * 

j-22j y er 2G. Ktu eSwfcav Kkypovg avrwv, And they gave 
forth their lots."] That is, saith Grotius, they put two lots 
into two urns, the one containing the two names of Joseph 
and Matthias, the other the name of an apostle, and a void 
lot; and then drawing forth the name of Joseph, and the 
void lot, they knew that the lot containing the name of an 
apostle belonged to Matthias. (See Lucian's Hermotimus, 
sive de Sectis, p. 232, 233.) 



CHAP. II. 

1. [*] AND when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord (together) in one place. 
2. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of 



a rushing mighty wind (Gr. as of a strong wind brought or 
coming thence), and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting. 

S.^nd there appeared to them cloven tongues, like as of 
fire, and it sat(Gr.k-at IkclOivz sub. yKCxjaa 9 and a tongue sat) 
upon each of them. 

4. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues (than those which they 
had learned), as the (gift of the) Spirit gave them ut- 
terance. . - 

5. And there were (then) dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, 
(by nation and by proselytism, ver. 10.) devout men out of 
every nation under heaven (where the Jews dwelt). 

6. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came 
together, and was confounded (or, astonished at the strange- 
nessofthe thing), because that(on,for) every man (of them, 
who were of several nations,) heard them speak in his o<vn 
language. 

7. And they were (therefore) all amazed and marvelled, 
saying to one another, Behold, are not all these that speak 
(these strange tongites by birth) Galileans ? 

» 8. And how (then) hear we every man (of us them speak- 
ing) in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 

9. (For being) Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites,and 
the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea," and Cappado- 
cia, in Pontus, and Asia, 

10. Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts 
of Libya about Cyrcnc, and strangers of Rome, Jews and 
proselytes, 

11. Cretcs and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our 
tongues the wonderful works of God. 

12. And they (who said this) were all amazed, and were 
in doubt (what the issue of this might be), saying one to 
another, What meaneth this? (What importeth this great 
matter? 

13. But) others mocking, said, These men are full of 
new wine (and this causes them to speak thus). 

14. But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his 
voice, and said to them, Ye men of Judca, and all ye that 
dwell at Jerusalem, be this known to you, and hearken to 
my words (which I am about to speak) : 

15. For these (men) are not drunken, as ye (scoffers) 
suppose, seeiug it is but the third hour of the day (I e. the 
ninth hour, or the tune of the morning sacrifice, to which we 
Jews usually come fasting). 

16. But this (which is come to pass) is (the completion 
of) that which is spoken by the prophet Joel (ii. 28. in 
these words); 

17. [ 2 ] And it shall come to pass in the last days (i. e. 
the times of the Messiah), saith God, I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh (i.e. upon persons of all ranks): and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams: 

18. And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will 
pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy : • - 

19. And (for the terror and condemnation of those who 
will not be convinced by this effusion of the Holy Ghost) 
[ 3 ] I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the 
earth beneath ; (an extraordinary effusion of) blood, and 
(Matt. xxiv. G, 7. strange appearances of lightnings and of) 
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fire, (devouring towns and cities, and causing) pillars, of 
smoke (to ascend up): 

20. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon 
into blood (the government in church and state shall be dis- 
solved), before that great and terrible day of the Lord (be 
fully) come: 

21. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved (from these dire- 
ful judgments), 

22. Ye men of Israel, hear these words (which I am now 
about to speak; viz.) Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of 
ft. e. declared to be sent from) God among you by miracles, 
and wonders, and signs, which God did by him in the 
midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 

23. [ 4 ] Him, being delivered (into your hands) by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God (declaring 
by his prophets that he should lay down his life for sinners), 
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain : 

24. (And he is that very person) whom God hath raised 
up (from the grave), having loosed the pains (or bands) of 
death: (as you may be assured he hath done,) because it 
^vvas impossible that he (who had life in himself, John v. 2G. 
and the promise of a speedy resurrection, ver. 25.) should be 
holden of it. 

25. For David speaketh ( thus, not of himself but) con- 
cerning him, (Psal; xvi. 8, &e.) I foresaw the Lord always 
before my face ; for he is on my right hand, that I should 
not be moved: 

26. Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was 
glad ; moreover also, my flesh shall rest in hope : 

27. Because (on, that) thou wilt not leave my soul in 
hell (Gr. hades, i. e. my life in the grave), neither wilt thou 
suffer thy Holy One to see corruption. . • 

28. Thou hast made known to me the ways of life ; thou 
hast made me full of joy with thy countenance. 

29. Men And brethren, let me freely speak to yo uof the 
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his 
sepulchre is (stillseen) with us to this day (from whence 
his body never rising, this cannot personally belong to him). 

30. Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, 
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ (from the 
dead) to sit upon his throne ; 

31. Ho (I say), seeing this before, spake of the resur- 
rection of Christ's ( body thus), that his soul [ 5 ] was not 
(to be) left in hell (i. e. the grave), neither his flesh did 
(should) see corruption. 

32. This Jesus (I say) hath God raised up, whereof we 
are all witnesses. 

33. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted 
(Gr. exalted to the right hand of God), and having [ 6 ] re- 
ceived of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he 
hath shed forth this (gift, of) which younow see and hear 
( the effects). 

34. For (this passage, which I am about to cite, cannot be- 
long to) [ 7 ] David (himself, seeing he) is not (yet) ascended 
into the heavens : but he saith himself (of Christ), The 
Lord said to my Lord, [ 8 ] Sit thou on my right hand, 

35. Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 

36. Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, 
that (by this exaltation of him to his right hand), [ 9 ] God 
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hath made that same Jesus,. whom ye have crucified, both 
Lord (of all things, x. 3G.) and Christ, (u e. the king of 
Israel, Johni. 50.) . , 

37. Now when they heard this, they were pricked (or 
filled with sorrow) iu their hearts (for this sin), and said ,to 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do (to obtain thepardon of so great a crime)? 

38. Then Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the [ 10 ] name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of (your) sins, (which by this baptism will be 
washed away, xxii. 16.) and (then) ye (also) shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

39. For the promise (of him, mentioned Joel ii. 28.) is 
(made) to you, and to your children, and (not to them only, 
but also) to all that are afar off (i. e. the gentiles), even 
( to) as many as the Lord our God shall call. 

40. And with many other. words did he testify and ex- 
hort ( them to repentance), saying, Save yourselves from 
(the evils coming on) this untoward generation. 

41. Then they that gladly received the word were bap- 
tized : and the same day there were added to them (of the 
church) about three thousand souls (i. e. persons). 

42. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doe- 
trine, and (in) fellowship (with them 9 and one another, 
1 John i. 3.. 7.) and in [»] breaking of bread, and in 
prayers. 

43. And fear came upon every soul (that was acquainted 
with these things): and many wonders and signs were done 
by the apostles. 

44. .And all that believed [ 12 ] were' together, and had 
[ 13 ] all things common ; ' .* 

45. And sold their possessions and goods, and parted 
them to all men as every man had need. 

46. And they continued daily with one accord in the 
temple, and, breaking bread from house to house, did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness of heart (or sincere 
liberality one towards another), 

47. Praising God, and having favour with, all the peo- 
ple. And the Lord added to the church daily such as 
should be [ u ] saved (Gr. the saved). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. II. 

[ x ] Ver. 1. KAI S lv r<£ (rvfurX^pova^ai, And when the day of 
Pentecost tvas fully come, they were 6/ioSu/iaSov I™ rbavrb, 
with one accord in one place.] Here the critical notes are 
these ; (1.) that irXtipovcrSai and avfnr\rif)ov<T$ai, when they 
relate to time, signify only the coming of that time. (See 
Dr. Hammond.) But Dr. Lightfoot here more critically 
observes, that the phrase hath a particular respect to the 
words of the institution of the feast of Pentecost, Lev. 
xxiii. 15. where it is said, Yon shall count to you from the 
morrow after the sabbath (that is, from the morrow of the 
first day of unleavened bread, which always was a sabbath, 
because no servile work was to be done in it; or from 
the sixteenth of Nisan), seven sabbaths TVi&T] complete, 6Xo- 
Kkvpovg, saith the LXX. even to the morrow, after the sab- 
bath, shall ye number fifty days. Now it is to be noted 
from R. Solomon, that this account of the seven weeks 
complete, was to begin at the evening: They reckoned (saith 
Maimonides) from the night of the sixteenth of Nisan; for 
else the weeks would not be complete ; and so this day, after 
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the sabbath 3 was none of the forty-nine, which made seven 
sabbaths complete; but that even and Sunday made the 
first day of the first week, and so Friday even and Satur- 
day the forty-ninth, and Saturday evening and the Lord's 
day the fiftieth; and so on that day Pentecost was fully 
come, as our translation truly saith: so that the evening 
beginning the account, Pentecost was on the fiftieth day ; 
but the day was not complete till tho fifty-first. 

So that two things may be noted for tho dignity and ho- 
nour of this day, which the Lord hath made: that on this 
day ho rose from the dead, and became the first-fntits of 
them that slept: and, (2.) that on this day he poured forth 
the Holy Ghost on his apostles, and sent them forth to 
speak the wonderful ivorks of God to men of every lan- 
guage and nation. It also is observable, that as tbecon- 
fusion of tongues in Babel spread idolatry through the 
world, and made men lose the knowledge of God and true 
religion; so God provided by the gift of tongues at Sion, 
to repair the knowledge of himself among those nations. 

Secondly, Dr. Hammond, note on i.15. saith, thaUfrt to 
avrb, signifies assembling for the service of God ; but though 
this sometimes happens so to be, as when men meet Iwi rb 
avrb, together to pray, to celebrate the Lord's supper, as 
1 Cor. xi.20, yet the phrase signifies only to meet 6/iov rj e?c 
rbvxtvrbv rorrov, together, or in the same place, without any 
relation to the business of the meeting ; and indeed, I might 
as well argue that it signifies meeting after religious exer- 
cises are ended, because it is said, 1 Cor. vii. 5. Let them 
not separate, except for prayer or fasting, and then let them 
come again Inl to auro together. (See Deut. xxii. 10. Luke 
xvii. 35. Actsiii. 1.) 

But the great important question here is this, Whether 
they all, here signify, all the hundred and twenty men- 
tioned i.15.- as Grotius and Dr. Lightfoot think, or only 
the twelve, as Dr. Hammond in his paraphrase? This is a 
question of some importance : for if the whole hundred 
and twenty be here intended, the cloven tongues must sit 
upon every one of them, as well as upon the twelve apo- 
stles, and so must give them a right, though not an equal 
power to be Christ's- witnesses ; for a tongue sat upon. 
every one of them, (ver. 3.) who were met together in the 
house. 

The arguments of Dr. Lightfoot seem only probable ; 
but this is certain, that there were many besides the apo- 
stles of their company, who had these gifts of the Holy 
Ghost : for when the apostles came to appoint seven dea- 
cons, they command the assembly to look out among them 
seven men full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom; there must 
therefore be many such persons among them, known to 
them by the exercise of these gifts, who therefore must 
have received them either at this time, or when they pray- 
ing, that God would stretch forth his hands to heal, and 
to xvork signs and wonders by the name of Jesus, were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and spake the word with great 
freedom. (Actsiv. 30, 31.) Now, if these gifts were given 
then to others for this end, we may reasonably conceive, 
that when that great promise of him was to be fulfilled, 
they might be given to others also. And if we consider 
what multitudes of several languages were then met, and 
even living at Jerusalem, it seems but rational to conceive 
this gift should be conferred on many, to enable them to dis- 
course intelligibly for their conversion in the several syna- 



gogues, in which men of so many divers languages must 
meet for Divine service. Moreover, seeing the apostles 
themselves imparted the same gift, by the imposition of 
hands, to those whom they ordained ministers in particular 
churches, it seems unreasonable to think, that those extra- 
ordinary persons, who had been all along in company with 
Christ and his apostles, and were to bo the great preachers 
of the gospel in several paTts of the world, should not be 
enriched with the same gifts. 

And, lastly, this seems to have obtained as a tradition, 
or a received opinion in the church ; for, saith St. Jerome,* 
when Paula came to Sion, they shelved her the place where 
the Holy Ghost fell upon the hundred and twenty , to com- 
plete the prophecy of Joel: and St. Chrysostomf and CEcu- 
menius on the place say, He fell not only upon the apo- 
stles, but also upon the hundred and twenty ; and that St. 
Luke would not liave said naimg, all, when the apostles 
were present, e? /ajj kol SXXol fxfrtaxov, if others also had not 
been made partakers of the Holy Ghost. 

Concerning this gift of tongues, let it be farther noted : 

First, That they mistake the matter, who imagine, that 
the apostles only spake in their own mother tongue ; and 
that the hearers, of what tongue soever they were, under- 
stood them as well as if they had spoken in their native 
language : for, as Greg. Nazianzen well notes, this makes 
the miracle to be wrought rather upon the hearers than 
upon the apostles; it also contradicts the words of thp 
text, which saith, the apostles began to speak kripatg yXuxr- 
aaig, with other tongues, not as the Spirit gave the auditors 
ability to hear, but as he gave the apostles utterance. Nor 
could the several auditors hear the apostles speak ry eSf? 
SiaXlKry, in their own proper dialect, unless they had spoken 
in the language of those nations who heard them.. Nor, 

Secondly, Are we to admit of the criticism of those who, 
instead of ol KarotKovvrtQ 'IovSafav the dwellers in Judca, 
(ver. 9.) read ol KaroiKovvreg 'IvSt'av, the dwellers in India, be- 
cause, say they, it was no miracle for the men of Judea to 
hear the apostles speaking in their language: for, (1.) 
this criticism is confuted by the following verse, which 
saith, all those men were Jews and proselytes. t And, (2.) 
the Jews are mentioned only, to shew that men of all na- 
tions heard them speak in their own language, and in that 
consists the miracle ; not that the Jews, but that every na- 
tion, heard and understood them. 

Note also, That the nations here reckoned up, living 
some in Asia, some in Africa, some in Europe, arc said, 
though not without an hyperbole, to be men of every nation 
under heaven, (ver. 5.) And this phrase is not only used in 
the Scriptures, as when God saith, He would make the 
dread of the Jews fall upon every nation tinder heaven; 
(Dcut. ii. 25.) but it is frequent in Jewish writers, who 
lived about this time; for-Philo} often speaks of the Jews 
dwelling iravraxoStv rr/c otKovfiivrjg, every where through the 
whole earth; and says, that§ nacra oltcovfiivii, almost the 
whole earth was inhabited by them. Agrippa also in Jo- 
sephus saith, Ovk ?<mv Inl rf;c oltcovfilviis S^oc, There is 



* " l)bi super centum riginli credentiam Spiritas Saactas cecidisset." Epitaph, 
Faalx, F. 61. M. 

t Tt Ha), afa itti Toy? tixfoxtt ftfaovf n\$tr, otf^t >i fat touc Xaivrf? ; oCJaju*;* a\\a x«i 
fal r&s ixarvr t'xtyri. 

t Orat. id Flaccara, p. 752. § Leg. ad Caiaro, p. 791 « 802. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. II.] 



ON THE ACTS. OF THE APOSTLES, 



511 



not a people upon earth, among whom some Jews do not in- 
habit. (See the note on Coloss. i.23.) 

Note, fourthly, That it seems incredible, that they, who 
said, These men are full of neiv wine, (ver. 13.) should be 
so foolish as to think,' that new wine should enable them to 
speak all languages, or to declare the wonderful works of 
God: it is therefore well conjectured by Dr. Lightfoot, 
that they who said this, were men of Judea; who, not un-. 
derstanding what the apostles spake in other languages, 
imagined they had babbled some , foolish gibberish they 
could make nothing of; as drunken men are used to do. 
Note, 

Fifthly, That St. Peter well confuteth this surmise, by 
saying, ver. 15. It is not yet the third hour of the day, or; 
nine of the clock; because, before that time, especially on 
the sabbath, and other feast-days, the Jews were not wont 
so much as to taste any thing of meat or drink, as Dr. 
Lightfoot here shews. And, saith Josephus,* by their 
tradition, they were not to eat on their sabbaths till the 
sixth hour. 

[ 2 J Ver. 17, 18. And it shall come to pass in the last days, 
I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh, &c] For expli- 
cation of these two verses, let it be observed ; 

First, That even Kimchi owns, that achaire cen in the 
prophet Joel, is here all one with beacharith hayamim, in 
the last days, in the prophet Isaiah, ii. 2, 3. where is a plain 
prophecy of the exaltation of Christ's kingdom, and of the 
flowing in of the nations to it; and so St. Peter hath truly 
rendered what is in the prophet afterward, by lv laxarmg 
rifiipatg, in the last days; and so it follows, that as there was 
ho time before in which this promise fully was made good, 
so are we not to expect any aftertimes for the completion 
of it. Note, 

Secondly, That as the words all flesh must be restrained 
to all men, they only being capable of spiritual gifts, as 
when the Psalmist saith, Psal. cxlv. 50. Let all flesh bless 
his holy name; and the prophet Isaiah, lxvi.23. All flesh 
shall come, and worship before me, saith the Lord: so must 
all men be here restrained to some of all ranks of men; as 
when Hazael is said to bring to the prophet Elisha, col 
tob, all the good of Damascus, (2 Kings viii. 9.) i. e. some 
of every good thing: so Christ healed waaav v6<wv, all kinds 
of diseases, Matt. iv. 23. (See Glass. Phil. S. p. 437.) So 
that the phrase includes all sorts of men, without exclu- 
sion of age, young or old ; without exclusion of sex, viz, 
sons and daughters; without exclusion of conditions, ser- 
vants and maidens; without exclusion of nations, Jews 
or gentiles, even as many as the Lord shall call, (ver. 39.) 
This promise being fulfilled as well upon the Samaritans, 
(viii. 17.) and upon Cornelius and his kinsfolk, (Acts x.) 
as upon the Jews; and so this promise contradicts the 
Jewish rules, that prophecy belonged only to Israelites, and 
to them only dwelling in Judea, and them only being mu- 
chanim, fitly prepared for it ; that is, say they, upon those 
who are wise, and valiant, and rich, and who are free from 
sorrow. (See all this in Dr.Pocock on Joel ii, 28.) More- 
over, this effusion of this Spirit upon all flesh, as it denotes 
an inexhaustible fulness in that Spirit, who was to fill all 
men with all diversity of gifts, as the glory of God, and the 

* Th Z&ro&cr JiiXwiv imlBtoo-a. «xni fya, xaB* h ra&@ao-t a$ir>r9VQu7e-$ai rofj.tfj.6v forty 
hfA*. De Vita $u%, p, 1320. D. 



good of the church required; so the effusion of it upon all 
the several ranks of men and women mentioned, is a full 
confutation of all the Jewish rules and glosses, requiring 
such qualifications as they do to make men capable of the 
gifts hero promised. . Again, these gifts being here styled 
prophecy, visions, dreams, it is apparent, that the promise 
of distributing them to all flesh, could be meant only of the 
distribution of them to some of all ranks of men-; for it be- 
ing never so, that all men individually had the gifts of pro- 
phecy, dreams, visions, or revelations, (1 Cor. xii; 29, 30.) 
this could never be promised ; it being certain, that.God 
did punctually fulfil his promise. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 19, 20. And I will shew wonders in heaven above, 
and signs in the earth beneath ; blood, and fire, and vapour 
of smoke.'] Tipara kq\ aij/xeta, the first relating to signs in the 
heavens, the second to those on earth. (See note on Heb. ii. 
4.) So Josephus,* speaking of the calamities of the Jews, 
mentions irpo ravrn^ ayfitta koI ripara, the signs and wonders 
that preceded them, (Pref. ad Bell. Jud. p. 708. C.) kcl\ 
Ivapyfj ripara, the prodigies which manifestly portend their 
destruction, and the dreadful thunderings and lightnings, 
icai fUVKtjfxara vetofilvyg rrjg yr\g l%aima, and the vast earth- 
quakes, which in the judgment of all men portend no small 
evil to them. (See note on Matt. xxiv. 7, 8. audon Luke 
xxi. 11.) The blood very probably relates to that great 
effusion of blood which was then made, partly by their 
continual conflicts with other nations, and the insults of 
other nations upon them ; the wars betwixt them and the 
Samaritans, (Joseph. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 5.) betwixt them 
and the Syrians atCaesarea, (ibid. cap. 6. p. 695.) betwixt 
them and the Greeks and Syrians, (lib. xviii. cap. 12. p. 649, 
650.) the sedition betwixt them and the Greeks at Alexan- 
dria, (Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 4.) the vast slaughter of them 
there, mentioned by Philo in his oration against Flaccus, 
where rag filv r\p,ipag lv alfiari Strjyov. and by Josephus, in al- 
most all the cities roundabout them :* and partly by the zea- 
lots and Sicarii, of which Josephusf speaks very tragically. 
The^re here mentioned may relate either to the fiery me- 
teors spoken of by Josephus, viz. 77ie flaming sword hang- 
ing over the city, and the fiery comet pointing down upon it 
for a year ; the light that shone upon the temple and the 
altar, in the night, as if it had been noon z day, and the ter- 
rible lightnings now mentioned;- or to the continual burn- 
ings of their synagogues, their oratories, their cities, vil- 
lages, and houses, mentioned by Philo, as done at Alex- 
andria by Flaccus; by Josephus,;}; as done there by Tibe- 
rius; in Galilee and in Judea, by Cestius and Vespasian: 
from whence must arise pillars of smoke. 

Of the import of the sun's being darkened, and the moon 
tumedinto blood, see the note on Matt. xxiv. 20.: and of 
the wonderful preservation of those, who then called upon 
the name of the Lord, as the Septuagint hath it, of the 
tbayyeXiZofitvoi, i. e. of those who had embraced the gospel, 
see the note on ver. 12. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 23. Him being delivered by the determinate coun- 
sel and foreknowledge of God, r$ uptafiivy /3ouX£, Ka\ npoy- 
v<t)<nt rait Qeov.] Here note, (1.) that in Scripture, that is 
said to be done by the determinate counsel of God, which 
is done according to what he had written and declared in 



• De Bello Jud. lib. *ii. cap. 31. 
t De Bello Jud. lib, ii. cap. 36. 



f Lib. ii. cap. 34. 35- 
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Iris word, all his predictions concerning thingsfuturo being 
declarations and determinations that they shall come to 
pass; TJie Son of man goeth as it is written of him, saith 
St Matthew, xxvi. 24. Kara to wpiafilvov, as it is determined 
by God concerning him, Luke xxii. 22. Note, (2.) That in 
order to the completion of this prediction, it was necessary 
that God should suffer Christ to fall into the hands of 
wicked men, for they could have no power over him, unless 
it were thus given them from above, (Johu xix. U.) and that 
he should lay no restraints upon them from executing their 
malicious designs upon him; and this unrestrained per- 
mission is all that is or can be signified by God's deliver- 
ing Christ up into their hands. Note, (3.) That this per- 
mission doth neither hinder nor abate their sin in crucify- 
ing Christ; for notwithstanding this, it is plainly said, that 
they by wicked hands had crucified him. Hence therefore 
it doth only follow, (1.) That God foresaw what he fore- 
told, that Christ would suffer by the hands of wicked men. 
(2.) That when their malice should incline them to bring 
him to these sufferings, he had determined not to interpose 
by his immediate power to hinder them from doing it, but 
rather to permit them so to do. But then it must be noted, 
that every Divine permission of what God hath forbidden 
men to do, and of what he requires them to repent of when 
they have done it, as God doth by Peter here, is a per- 
mission of what he Avould not have done by them, whom he 
forbids to do it, and a permission of that which cannot be 
done by them without sin, for of that only are we called to 
repent. Hence therefore it must follow, that this fore- 
knowledge and determinate counsel of God can be no in- 
timation of his will, that any man should do what he for- 
bids him to do, but only of his will to permit the action to 
be done : for God cannot will that any one should do what 
he forbids, i. e. wills he should not do. Nor, secondly, 
can it lay on any person a necessity of doing what he thus 
determines to permit ; for then it must remove the sin, be- 
cause it takes away the freedom of the action, and renders 
it not mine, but his, that laid upon me the unavoidable ne- 
cessity of doing it. It only doth suppose that God can see 
and foretell what man, not hindered by him, but left to his 
own inclinations, will do; and if that foresight hath any 
influence upon the will to make the action necessary, then 
(1.) not only all our actions must be necessary, they being 
all foreseen, but also God must foresee that they are ne- 
cessary, for he foresees them as they are in their causes, 
and doth not by foreseeing make them, i. c. cause them so 
to be, since that must necessarily make him the cause of 
all the sinful actions he foresees. 

[ 5 ]Ver. 2G. My flesh shall rest in hope, Ver.27. that thou 
wilt not leave rr/v ipvxvv fxov tig ffiov, neither wilt thou suffer 
thy Holy One to see corruption.'] That is, saith Dr. Ham- 
mond,- I am confident that though I die, yet shalt thou not 
leave me so long dead, as that my body shall be putrefied; 
or, thou wilt not leave my life in the grave, or in tho state of 
death. To explain and confirm this interpretation, let it 
be considered, 

First, That the Hebrew word nephesh, translated by the 
Septuaginti/^x^ doth, many hundred times, both in the Old 
and the New Testament, signify life: so crwerat, rr\c>uv, $v- 
\arruv n)v \pvx*iv is to preserve life, Gen. xix. 17. xxxii. 
30. 1 Sam. xix. 11. Job ii. G. Psal. lxxxv. 2. Jer. xlviii. G. 
li. G. (See the note on Matt. xvi. 25, 2G.) 



Z}]tuvti)v i*vxov, is to seek the life of a man to destroy it, 
Exod. iv. 19. 1 Sain. xx. 1. xxiv. 9. xxv. 29. 2 Sam. iv. 8. 
1 Kings xix. 10. 14. Psal. xiv.4.xxiii.3.xxxvii.l5.xxxix. 
19. lxix. 2. cxli. G. Jer. iv. 30. xi. 23. xxii. 25. xliv. 30. 

'Pu<xcu, t&'XtcrSai, Xvrpuxrai tijv ^X^ v > * s '° save i'f e > or 
preserve it from death, Josh. ii. 13. 2 Sam. iv. 9. 1 Kings 
i. 12. 29. Psal. xvi. 14. xxi. 21. xxxii. 19. xl. 4. liv. 25. 
lvi. 5. lxxi. 13. lxxxv. 12. lxxxviii. 47. cviii. 30. cxiv. 5. 
cxix. 2. Isa. xliv. 20. 

Aouvat AvTpov riie i/a'X'"ic> is to give ransom for his life, 
Exod. xxiii. 30. xxx. 12. 

Wvxn <ivt\ $vxvs, is life for life, Exod. xxi. 23. Lev. 
xxiv. 18. Deut. xix. 21. 1 Kings xxiii. 39. 42. (see the 
note on Matt, xxviii. 20.) and fax** W&v avff ifxtov, is our 
life for yours, Josh. ii. 13. 

TiOivat rrjv ^vx^v fxov iv ry \upi fxov, is to put my life in 
jeopardy, Judg. xii. 3. 1 Sam. xix. 5: xxviii. 21. (See for 
this sense in the New Testament, the note on 1 Thess. 
ii.8.) Note, 

Secondly, That when aman dies, his life, in the Scripture 
phrase, is said to go down to hades, to the pit, or into the 
house of silence; and when he is snatched from the gates 
of death, his life is said to be brought or lifted up from 
hades, or the grave; and therefore, when their bodies re- 
main unquickened in the grave, their life may properly be 
said to be left in it. Thus Jacob saith, Gen. xxxvii. 35. 
I will go down to sheol to my son mourning, Karafifoofiai 
ug $Sov, I will descend to hell, saith the LXX. l€ lebi che- 
bortha/' to the sepulchre : so* Jonathan, That I may be in 
the state of the dead as my son is: "so again, xlii. 38. 
If mischief befal my son Benjamin, you will bring dotvn 
my gray hairs with sorrow to sheol, kcltc&itz ug %Sov, you 
will bring me down to hades, into the house of the sepulchre, 
saith B. Uziel again ; and that to bring down his gray hairs, 
was to bring down his life to the grave, is evident, because, 
when Judas repeats these very words, xliv. 29.31. he gives 
this reason of them, because 77 ipvxv aitrov zKKplfxarai Ik rfjc 
tovtov ipvxng, his life depended on the lad's life ; so 1 Sam. 
ii. G. Tlie Lord (saith Hannah) killeth, and he maketh 
alive, Karayu ug $dov tzcii avayu, he bringeth dotvn to the 
hades, and he raiseih tip again ; where note, that these 
words are by Josephus * used as a proof of the resurrec- 
tion ; and that the Chaldee paraphrast was of the same 
opinion, his words testify, for thus he renders them, He 
killeth, and he hath said we shall live again; he bringeth 
down to hades, and he will after bring us up to life eternal: 
so again, Job vii. 9. If aman Karaj3)j<xr/ ug #8i}v shall go dotvn 
to hades, shall he rise up again ? And Job xxxiii. 18. we 
find these very words, If God will teach him discipline, he will 
deliver PiTW *0D WD3 Ms life from the pit; from corruption, 
saith the Chaldee; aitb Zava.Tov,from death, saith the Sep- 
tuagint; and ver. 22. If his life draweth nigh to the pit, 
nrwhWEti § Zw) avrov tig Savarov, to death, and he says, 
Redeem me from going down DTW into corruption, iv %Sy, to 
hades, he shall return to the days of his youth. And Jonab, 
who was a type of Christ in this very thing,(Mattxii. 39,40.) 
saith, When naphshi my soul failed in me, taal mishechatz 
chaii, thou cansedst my life to ascend out of the pit. (Jonah 
ii. G, 7.) In the Psalmist this expression is very frequent, 
O Lord, saith he, avnyaytg i% $$ou ti)v ypvxfiv fiov, thou hast 
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brought up min sheol naphshi, my life from hell, or 
hades, thou hast preserved me from going down into the pit, 
PSal. xxx. 3. And again, Psal. lxxxvi. 13. TIiou hast de- 
livered my life, rrjv $vxnv fxov, from the nethermost hell, 
or hades misbeol haragitha, from sheol beneath, or from 
the low earth, saith the Chaldee ;froni the state of death, 
Ainsworth ;from the sepulchre, I. T. into which Christ is said 
to have descended, Eph. iv. 9. (see the note there) ; and into 
which David, had he then died, would only have descended, . 
and not into hell, properly so called, Psal. Ixxxviii: 3. 
chajah lesheol, My life draweth nigh to hell; n ^x^ P- ov 
t$ aSp, to hades; and Psal. xciv. 14. If the Lord had 
not been my helper, my life had dwelt in silence, lv $8y, in 
the grave, the house of silence, as appears from those 
words, Psal. cxv. 17. The dead cannot praise thee, nor ol 
KaTafiaivovTsg £g.$8ov, they that go down into hades, LXX. 
into silence, Heb. into u beth cheborah," the house of the 
sepulchre, Chaldee; and Psal. lxxxix. 40. Whatman is he 
that liveth, and shall not see death? . Shall he deliver his 
soul from the hand of hell, rrjv ipvyriv avrov Ik %up?Q $Sov, 
his life from the hand of hades, i.e. the grave? Shall he be 
delivered from the angel of death, shall he not descend into 
the house of the sepulchre? Parallel to which are the words 
of Hezekiah, Isa. xxxviii. 18. ol lv aSy, They that are in 
hades, or sheol, shall not praise, neither shall the dead bless 
tliee: soTob. iii. 10. I shall bring the old age of my father 
with sorrow ug adov, that is, dg ra$ov, to the grave, vi. 14. 
so David saith to Solomon of Joab and Shimei, KaraZug 
etc 4'Sov, TIiou shalt bring down their gray hairs to the grave. 
(1 Kings ii. 6. 9.) 

Note, thirdly, that sheol throughout the Old Testament, 
and.a§»je in the Septuagint, answering to it, signifies not 
the place of punishment, or of the souls of bad men, but 
the grave only, or the place of death, appears, 

1. From the root of it, shaal, which signifies to ask, crave, 
and require, because it craves for all men, (Prov. xxx. 1G.) 
and will let no. man escape its hands, (Psal. Ixxxviii. 
49.) it is that sheol, or hades, whither we are all going. 
(Eccles. ix. 10.) The Hebrew sheol (saith Buxtovf) signifies, 
in general, the place of human bodies, when they are sepa- 
rated from their souls, aiSriv vtfcpwv x ts) 9^ ov > exponuntGrasci, 
the Greeks say, that hades is the place of the dead, saith 
D. Windet; it is 6 ra$og, 6 rvfifiog, the tomb, or sepulchre, 
saith Phavorinus ; thus, to go to the gates ofhade$,in Homer, 
is, saith the scholiast, irtpfypaaiQ Savarov, a description of 
death; He shall knock at the gates of hades, saith Theo- 
critus, TovTum aTToOavurai, he shall die, saith the scholiast. 
(See the note on Matt. xvi. 18.) 

2. Because it is the place to which the good, as well 
as the bad, go, for they w r hose souls go upwards descend 
into it ; thither went Jacob, Gen. xxxvii. 35. there Job de- 
sired to be, xvi. 13. for he knew that sheol was his house, 
xvii. 13. and that to descend into the dust, was to descend 
into hades; where Olympiodorus brings him in speaking 
thus, Ob tcoivbv arraaiv avOptoiroig to atroQavtiv ; oux* $Srjc 
arraoiv 6 oTkoc; Is not death common to all men ? Is not hades 
the house of all men? Hezekiah expected to be there after 
he went hence ; for he said, I will go to the gates of hades, 
Isa. xxxviii. 30. that is, saith Jerome, to those gates of 
which the Psalmist speaks, saying, Thou wilt lift me up from 
the gates of death. The ancient Greeks assigned one hades 
to all that died, and therefore say, iravrag bfxov &vr?roi)c 
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atc*r}g S(x^rat, hades receives all mortal men together, tig 
KOtvbv adriv iravrtg rfeovaiv fiporoX, all men shall go to hades. 

3. Had the penmen of the Old Testament meant by 
hades : any receptacle of souls, they could not truly have 
declared there was no wisdom or knowledge in sheol, Eccles. 
ix; 10; no remembrance of God there, Psal. vi. 6. no prais- 
ing in sheol, Isa. xxxviii. 18. for those heathens who looked 
upon it as the receptacle of souls, held it to be a place in 
which they would be punished brrewarded. 

Seeing then tcarayuv t^v ipvxnv tig $Sov, is to bring down 
the life to the grave, dvayuv tt)v ^x>]v IK ffiov, is to bring 
the life up from the grave; fxfj lyKaraXdnuv rrjv ipvxnv fxov 
tig qSov, may very properly here import, not to leave the 
life of Christ in the grave, but to revive his dead body by 
giving a new life and motion to the animal spirits, now 
dormant in it, and a reunion of his soul to it; and so this 
first part of the sentence, TIiou wilt not leave my life in the 
grave, will be in sense the same with the ensuing words, 
TIiou wilt not suffer the Holy One to see corruption ; as are 
those words in the Psalmist, What man is he that shall not 
see death ? the same with the following words, Shall he de- 
liver his life from the hand of hades? and those of Job, 
xvii. 18. TJie grave is my house, I have made my bed in the 
darkness; and those of Elihu, xxxiii. 28. He will deliver 
his life from going down into the pit, and his life shall see 
the light; and those of David, Thou hast brought up my 
soul from the grave, thou hast kept me alive, that I should 
not go down into the pit, xxx. 3. My life draweth nigh to 
the grave, I am counted with them that go down into the 
pit, Psal. Ixxxviii. 3. (See Psal. cxv. 17. Isa. xxxviii. 10 
— 12.) And that this must be the true import of the words, 
will be still farther evident, 

1. From the precedent words, my flesh shall rest in 
hope, that thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, it being a 
very proper prosopopoeia to bring his dead flesh, hoping 
it shall be revived, but not so proper to introduco it, hop- 
ing that its soul shall not be left in hell, or in the place of 
the damned; and also from the following words, thou wilt 
not leave my soul in hell, for thou wilt sheiv me the path of 
life: 1 fox, as life is opposed to death, so shewing to one 
dead, or in danger of it, the path of life, must signify the 
preserving him from death, or the restoring him to life when 
dead. And, , 

2. From the consideration of the person to whom 
these words do in the primary sense belong : for being 
spoken by king David, when his life was continually in 
his hand, and he was still in danger, of death from a per- 
secuting Saul, they, in respect of him can only signify his 
hope, that God would not give him over unto death ; and 
so in reference to the Son of David -will very naturally 
import, that though thou sufferest men to kill me, and lay 
me in the grave, yet wilt thou raise me from the dead. In 
a word, this phrase is by St. Peter imported of our Lord's 
resurrection: for so he speaks, 'Him, whom you by wicked 
hands have slain, God hath raised np, loosing the bands of 
death, ver. 23, 24. for David saith of him, TIiou wilt not 
leave my soul, in hell, i.e. my life in the grave; and it is 
opposed to David's continuing in the grave, and in the 
state of death, thus, David is both dead and buried, and his 
body lies still in the sepulchre ; he therefore could not say 
this of himself, but being a prophet, and so foreseeing that 
God would raise up Jesus from the dead, he said this of tho 
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resurrection of Christ, Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 
or, my life in the grave. (See the appendix to this verso at 
the end of the Acts.) 

I s ] Ver. 31. Ov icareXety0») // i//u X n aurou etc #Sov.] Hcrc Dr. 
Mills is confident that the words ij tyx*) avrov, were inserted 
from ver. 2G. because they are wanting in Irenseus, lib. iii. 
cap. 12. p. 209. in the Vulgate, Syriac, and Cod. Alex, but 
as these words are owned by the Arab. Chrysostom, and 
GEcmnenius, in locum, and by Origen,* in his commen- 
tary oh the Kings, where he says, that they are read in the 
Psalms, and arc interpreted in the Acts of the Apostles; 
so is it evident from the very words that they ought to be 
retailed, for the words of the Psalmist being these, ovk 
iykaraXdxpuQ rrjv i/^xnv M°' v *W #Sov, the apostle here saying 
th&t David spake this of the resurrection, ought to use the 
words that David spake : and, 2. this is farther evident 
from the words following, ouSt* <rag% avrov, nor did his flesh 
see corruption, they having a plain relation to n \pvxh avrov 
going before. 

, [ 6 ] Ver. 33. He received the promise of the Spirit from 
the Father.] i. e. The Spirit promised by him, and there- 
fore styled his promise, Luke xxiv. 49. and received from 
him by Christ, who, as mediator betwixt God and man, is 
to convey all blessings to man, from that Father of light 
from whom comes every good and perfect gift ; and thus this 
one mediator betwixt God and man, theman Christ Jesus, 
(1 Tim. ii. 5.) is fitly said to have received this Spirit from 
the Father, though as to his Divine nature he also is the 
Spirit of Christ, (1 Pet. i. 11.) and he receives of his to give 
unto us, (John xvi. 14. see the note there); yea, he hath 
so received him as to be the Lord of the Spirit, (2 Cor. iii. 
18.) and of all his administrations: (1 Cor. xii. 5.) so that 
all Christians ever did receive him according to the measure 
of the gift of Christ. (Eph. iv. 7.) 

P] Ver. 34. David is not ascended into heaven.'] i. e. TVith 
his body, as Enoch and Elias did ; but as Jesus, who is 
the Son and Lord of David, and was to sit upon his throne, 
(ver. 33.) and reign over the house of Jacob for ever, (Luke 
i. 32, 33.) must have ascended thither : for thus did David 
prophesy concerning him when he said, The Lord said to 
my Lord, &c. of which words see the notes on Matt. xxii. 
46. Heb. i. 13. 

[ 8 ] Sit thou on my right hand.'] Christ's session at the right 
hand of God, imports, (1.) the unspeakable felicity which 
Christ, according to his human nature, now enjoys; for, 
God's right hand is represented as the place of everlasting 
happiness and joy, as in those words, Psal. xvi. 11. In thy 
presence there is fulness of joy, at thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore ; and henco the Psalmist having pro- 
phesied of our Lord's resurrection, adds these words, Thou 
wilt make me full of joy tcith thy countenance, ver. 28. (2.) 
The glorious majesty to which our Saviour is advanced ; 
God's right hand being styled in Scripture, the right hand 
of majesty, Heb. i. 3. and as the most honourable place 
among men is the right hand, and Solomon showed his mo- 
ther Bath-sheba the highesthonour, when he made her sit on 
the right hand of his throne; (1 Kings ii. 19.) so hath tho 
Father advanced Christ's human nature to the highest dig- 
nity, by causing it to sit on the right hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens, Heb. viii. 1. (3.) It signifies 

♦ Apud Hact. lorn*, i. p. 32. 



that fulness of power with which he is invested over all 
things in heaven and earth ; (Matt, xxviii. 18.) for so tho 
Scripture represents the greatness of his Divine power by 
the strength of his right hand: (Psal. xx. G. Ixxxix. 13.) 
and hence our Lord is said to sit on the right hand of 
power, Matt, xxvii. G4. (4.) Because princes sit on their 
thrones to execute judgment, and exert that dominion 
which God hath given them over their subjects; therefore 
this session at the right hand of God, imports his authority 
to judge both the quick and dead, as being by it constituted 
Lord of the dead and of the living. (Rom. xiv. 9. 12.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 36. God hath made the same Jesus both Lord and 
Christ.'] Here the word Christ signifies the Messiah, ac- 
cording to his regal office, in which sense he is still styled 
by the Chaldec paraphrasts and Jewish writers, fPUO 
D7D, Messias, or Christ tho king, as Buxtorf* shews in the 
word Messias; under which title the prophets frequently 
speak of him as of a King to reign over God's people, 
Psal. xxiv. 7. xlv. 1, Isa. xxxii. 1. Zech. ix. 9. and not 
the Jews only, but the whole east under that title did ex- 
pect him. (See the note on Luke ii. 38.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 38, 39. Be baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, for the 
promise is to you and to your children.] Hero let it be ob- 
served, 

First, That St. Peter exhorts the Jews to be baptized, 
not in the name of the Father and the Holy Ghost, but only 
in the name of Jesus, because they did already believe in 
God the Father, and in the Holy Ghost, and profess obe- 
dience to the laws of God, and of the Holy Ghost speaking 
by the mouth of his prophets. 

Secondly, That w;hen it is said, You shall receive the 
Holy Ghost, it is not intended that every one of them upon 
their baptism should be endued with the extraordinary gifts 
of tongues and prophecy: for it is manifest from the his- 
tory of the Acts, and especially from vi. 3. that ho was 
given only to some among them, though that was for the 
benefit of all ; and hence is that inquiry of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
xii. 29, 30. Are all prophets? do all speak tvith tongues? 
But the meaning of St. Peter is, that he should fall upon 
some of all ranks of them, according to the true purport of 
the words of Joel. Note, 

Thirdly, That these words will not prove aright of infants 
to receive baptism : the promise mentioned here being that 
only of the Holy Ghost, mentioned ver. 1G — 18. and so re- 
lating only to the times of the miraculous effusion of the 
Holy Ghost, and to those persons, who by age were made 
capable of these extraordinary gifts. 

["] Ver. 42. And in breaking of bread.] I see no necessity 
to think these words relate to the receiving of the sacrament ; 
not from tho phrase of breaking bread, for this is used by 
the evangelists when they relate Christ's miraculous feeding 
of the multitude, Matt. xv. 36. Mark viii. 19, 20. and in the 
forty-sixth verse of this chapter, they are said to break 
bread from house to house, and to eat their meat with single- 
ness of heart ; where it can only signify their friendly con- 
verse with one another: but, (2.) allowing this to relate to 
the receiving of tho sacrament, and not to their breaking 
bread at the feast of Pentecost, cither wine was also con- 
secrated with the bread, or it was not ; if it was, then must 
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bread signify, by a synechdoche, very usual in the Scrip- 
ture,* bread and drink; and therefore, when that drink is 
wine, as in the sacrament it is, bread and wine; and then, 
if both were consecrated, both might be distributed, ac- 
cording to our Saviour's precept, Drink ye all of this; if it 
was not, the officiator, even according to the principles of 
the church of Rome, must be guilty of sacrilege. (See the 
notes on Luke xxiv. 30. Acts xx. 7.) 

p] Vcr. 44. They were iwl rb avrb, all together.'] There 
being added to the one hundred and twenty, three thousand 
souls, (ver. 41.) it seemeth inconvenient to say, they were 
all together in one place, unless it were in one of those 
apartments in the towers of the temple, which, saith Jose- 
phus,t would receive a hundred beds; and therefore it seems 
better to refer this to their communion in the same action, 
in which sense all the Jews are said to build lirl to avrb, to- 
gether, (Ezra iv. 3.) though they were far separated from one 
another, (Nehem. iv. 19.) and Joab and Abner's men to be 
lire to avrb, together, (2 Sam. ii. 12.) though one were on the 
one the other on the other side of the pool. (See Psal. iv. 9. 
xlix. 2. Isa. lxvi. 17. Jer. vi. 12.) 

[ 13 ] And had all things common.'] These words here, and 
iv. 32. do not signify that they had no longer any property, 
in what belonged to them, for then they could not sell them 
afterward; but that they used and disposed of them as 
things common, freely imparting of them to all that had 
need. And that this making sale of them was not done by 
command, St. Peter declares, by telling Ananias he was 
under no obligation so to do. (Acts v. 4.) Nor was it ever 
intended for an example or precedent to other Christians, 
as is evident from all the Epistles, in which we have fre- 
quent mention of the distinction betwixt. rich and poor; 
and frequent exhortations to the wealthy to be rich in 
good works, but not the least intimation that they ought to 
sell their possessions; this. being now done on a particular 
account, either by them who had lands out -of Judea, as 
Barnabas had his in Cyprus, and being resolved not to re- 
turn thither, but to cleave to the apostles, could make but 
little benefit from them there ; or else in Judea, and there- 
fore they knowing, from our Saviour's prophecy of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, and from his exhortation, that they 
were shortly to fly from and quit them to the enemy, -were 
willing -tor part with their estates for the benefit of the 
church, before they were snatched from them by the enemy. 

[ 14 ] Ver. 47. Touc auZofilvove, The saved.] The Christians 
are so styled elsewhere : so 1 Cor. i. 18. toTc <xw?o/«vo<c 
rjfuv, to as the saved Christ crucified is the power of God; 
and when the means of salvation, or that grace of God which 
brings salvation, was vouchsafed to them, salvation is said 
to come, (Luke xix. 9. Rom. xi. 11.) or to be sent to them. 
(Acts xiii. 16. xxviii. 28. see the note on Eph. ii. 18. 
Tit. Hi. 5.) 

CHAP. III. 

1. iN OW (Gr. and) Peter and John went up together into 
the temple at the hour of prayer, (being) [*] the ninth hour 
(Gr. at the ninth hour of prayer). 



• Cen.xliii. 16. 25. Exod.ii.20. xti. 3. xviii. 12. Lake xi*. 1. 
Mark iii. 10. Acts xxvii. 35. 

t De Bello Jnd. lib. ri. cap. 13. p. 915. 



Malt, xv. 2. 



. 2. And a certain man ( who had been) lame from his mo- 
ther's womb was carried (thither), whom they ( who brought 
him) laid daily at the [ 2 ] gate of the temple which is called 
Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple ; 
(by which means he became well known to all ivlio entered 
into it, ver. 10.) * 

3. Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the tem- 
ple asked (Gr. to receive) an alms (of them). 

4. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon hira with John (to 
raise his expectation of receiving some benefit from them), 
said (to him), Look on us. 

5. And he gave heed unto (Gr. looked on) them, expect- 
ing to receive something of them. 

6. Then Peter said (to him), Silver and gold have I none 
(to give); but such as I have (Gr. what I have) give I to 
thee: (saying to thee,)In\h& name of Jesus Christ of Na- 
zareth rise up and walk. 

7. And he (having said this) took him by the right hand, 
and lifted him up (Gr. and taking him by the right hand, he 
arose): and (for) immediately his feet and ancle-bones 
received strength (to arise). 

8. And he leaping up (from his bed) stood (up), and 
walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, 
and leaping, and praising God, (according to the prophecy, 
Isa. xxxv. 6. Then the lame shall leap as the hart). 

9. And all the people saw him walking, and (heard him) 
praising God. 

10. And they knew that it was he that sat for (to beg) 
alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple : and (therefore) 
they were filled with wonder and amazement at that which 
had happened to him. 

11. And as the lame man which was healed held Peter 
and John, all the people (present) ran together to them in 
the porch called Solomon's, greatly wondering (at what 
was done). 

12. And when Peter saw it, he [ 3 ] answered (or, spake 
thus) unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at 
this ? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our 
own power [ 4 ] or holiness we had made this man to walk ? 

13. (This miracle is wholly to be ascribed to the Lord 
Jesus ; for be it known to. you, that) the God of Abraham, 
and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath 
glorified his Son Jesus ; (placing him at the right hand of 
his Majesty in the highest heavens, Heb. i. 3. and giving him 
all power in heaven and earth, Matt, xxviii. 18. even that 
Jesus) whom ye delivered up (to be crucified), and denied 
hira (or, refused him) in the -presence of Pilate, when he 
was determined to let him go, (tcpivavTog airoXmiv, judging 
him rather fit to be released; 

14. He, I say, would have released him,) but ye [ 5 ] denied 
the Holy One and the Just ( i.e. him who was truly so), 
and (instead of him) desired a murderer (i. e. Barabbaf, 

Luke xxiii. 19.) to be granted to you, 

15. And (ye) killed [ 6 ] the Prince of life, whom-God 
hath raised from the dead ; whereof we arc witnesses. 

16. And his name, through (our) [ 7 ] faith in his name, 
hath made this man strong (to walk) 9 whom ye sec and 
know (to have been unable from his birth to go): yea, thc- 

faith which is by him (i. e. which we have in him, or which 
is efficacious by his power) hath given him this perfect 
soundness in the presence of you all. 

17. And now, brethren, I wot that [ 8 ] through ignorance 
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(of his mission from God) ye did it (i. e. these things), as 
did also your rulers (through the like ignorance, arising not 
from icant of evidence that he was sent of God, hut from 
those prejudices which obstructed their discerning it). 

18! But those things, which God before had shewed by 
the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he 
hath so fulfilled (as that you, through this ignorance, have 
been the very means of fulfilling what they had foretold, 
Acts xiii. 27.) 

• 19. Repent yc therefore (of the murder of the Just One), 
and bo* converted (from your opposition to his name and 
doctrine to faith in him), that your sins may be blotted 
out, when [ 9 ] the times of refreshing shall (ottwc &v tXOwm, 
that times of refreshing may) come from the presence of 
the Lord. 

20. And he shallsend (koI a7ro<rrti\y, and that he may 
send) Jesus Christ, who [ 10 ] before was preached to you, 
(to give you a final absolution from them at the great day ; 
him, I say,) . 

21. ["] Whom the heavens must receive till the [ 12 ] times 
of restitution (or completion) of all things, which God hath 
•spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets [ 13 ] since the 
world began. 

22. [ u ] For Moses truly said (or, said indeed) to the 
fathers, A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up to 
you of your brethren, like unto me ; him shall ye hear in all 
things whatsoever he shall say to you. 

2-3. And it shall come to pass, that every soul (i. e. per- 
son) who will not hear that Prophet, shall be destroyed 
1 from among the people. 

24. Yea, and [ 15 ] all the prophets from Samueland 
those that follow after (or, and the times follozving), as 
many as have spoken (of that Prophet), have likewise 
foretold of these days (of grace and refreshment by him. 

25. Now) [ t6 ] ye are the children of (your fathers) the 
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our 
fathers, saying to Abraham, (Gen. xxii. 18.) And in [ n ] thy 
seed shall all the kingdoms of the earth be blessed. 

2G. Unto you (therefore) first God, having raised up his 
Son Jesus, (as he promised by Moses, ver. 22.) sent him to 
bless you, in turning every one of you from his iniquities. 
* * * * 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. III. 

[*]Ver. 1. AT the ninth hour of prayer.'] Among the 
Jews there were three stated hours of prayer; the first at 
the third hour of the day, (Acts ii. 15.) which answers to 
•our ninth; at which time they offered their morning sacri- 
fice :(Exod. xxix.39. Numb.xxviii. 3, 4;) at the ninth hour, 
or at three in the afternoon; when they offered their even- 
ing sacrifice. (Acts x/ 3. 30.) Of these two, the Hebrew 
doctors say, The continual sacrifice of the morning made 
atonement for the iniquities that were done in the night, 
and the evening sacrifice for the iniquity that was done by 
day: but Philo* saith, They were both sacrifices of thanks- 
giving for the blessings God waspleased continually to con- 
fer upon mankind by day and night. At both these times, 
special favours were shewn by God to his people ; thus, vpwt 

#1 'Tvej tvxapiTrla: Uartfov, to* /wfr irrif t3t /Luflx/LUgtvSv, t« >' ujrip ta* >vxto; tvtp- 
ytr&r, ae'awaCa-rvt, ua\ ahas-raTu; rS yirn rob avflj&rw o eto; XopytT. De Victimis, 
lib. i. p. 647. B. 



uvafiaivovaqc tj}c ^vaiag, in the morning when the mincha was 
offered, the thirsty land was miraculously filled with water; 
(2 Kings iii. 20.) and about the time of the evening obla- 
tion, God answers Daniel's prayer, by sending the angel 
Gabriel to him. (Dan. ix.21.) Hence David says,ief my 
prayer ascend to thee as incense, and the lifting up of my 
hands as an evening sacrifice; (Psal. cxli. 2.) either because 
that also comprehends the morning sacrifice, as Kimchi 
conjectures, or, as R. Saadias, because by that all things 
were atoned, there being no sacrifice offered after that: 
and upon this account it might be, that the apostles and 
other persons went always up into the temple at these hours 
of prayer. (Acts ii. 4G.) 

The third time of prayer was the sixth hour, that is, at 
twelve of the clock before they dined, or after dinner; at 
which time we find Peter at his prayers, Acts x. 9. * Of 
these three times,'-the royal Psalmist speaketh'thus, At 
evening, and at morning, and at noon, will I pray to thee: 
(Psal. lv. 17.) and of Daniel it is recorded, that he kneeled 
down three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks. 
(Dan. vi. 10.* 13.) And the Jews say, they received these 
stated hours of prayer from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob : 
but yet as their going to the temple is no precedent- for us 
Christians to perform our private devotions in the church, 
which by our Lord's directions we rather are to do enter- 
ing into our closets; God not being so present in our 
churches, as in a place of his perpetual and glorious resi- 
dence, as he was in the tabernacle and the temple ; so nei- 
ther is their observation of these hours of prayer any war- 
rant for our institution of canonical hours of prayer, much 
less an* evidence, that the apostles by going thither did 
institute these canonical hours, as Baronius fancies. Not- 
withstanding, seeing we Christians are as much obliged 
^to perform both our public and private devotions to God, 
as the Jews could be, it must be laudable in us also to set 
apart solemn times for the performance of those duties, as 
'they did. And hence the Constitutions* of the apostles, 
having cited the Lord's prayer, TpicTijg vfiipag "vpoaav^aaie, 
"Pray thus thrice a day: and Tertullianf says, that these 
three hours, morning, noon, and evening, were " insigniores 
'in orationibus diurnis," the most celebrated in their daily 
prayers. And these three times, saith Theodoret,J we glo- 
rify God, rac'Sttac XuTOvpyiag lv £K(cXtjafa«c Inntkovvrtq, using 
the sacred liturgies in the churches. 

" [ 2 ] Ver. 2. I1/30C ri]v &vpav rou Upov rrjv Xtyojutvijv wpatav, 
To the gate of the temple called Beautiful.] 1 This gate being 
the very front and entrance info the temple, was built with 
such sumptuousness and glory, as became the frontispiece 
of that place, where the Divine Majesty vouchsafed to 
dwell, and hence bearing the name of the Beautiful gate: 
the other three gates, belonging to the entrance into the 
court of the women, were, saith Josephus, xP v<T( i* T£ > Kai 
apyvpy KtKaXvjjLjuiivai iravraxoOev, covered over ivith silver, 
and then gilt ; but this gate, which he called the Corin- 
thian gate, as being made of Corinthian brass, was, saith 
he,§ 7ro\v Ty rtjuy rag mrapyvpovc teat irtpixpioovg virtpu- 
yova'a, much exceeding in glory those of gold and silver. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 12. 'A?™ Kptvaro, lie answered.] This Svord is often 
used without relation to any precedent question, and some- 
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times bnly signifies, that such a one began to speak, and is 
usually joined with Xtyw or t ittw, to speak: so Matt, xi.25. 
'AiroKpiQtiQ Sf 6 %aovg «««*, " Jesus Patrem compellans 
dixit," Jesus speaking to his Father, said; or, Jesus began 
to say, Matt. xii. 38. Some of the scribes, dirtKpiQr\aav 
Xtyovrtg, spake, saying, xvii. 4. aTroKpiOtig St 6 UtTpbg elrrev, 
and Peter speaking, said to Jesus: see xxii. 1. ,xxvi. 63. 
xxvii. 21. xxviii. 5. Mark ix. 38. x. 51. xi. 14. 'A7roKpi0£ic 
6 'Iqaovg utttv avry, Jesus speaking, said to the fig-tree; xii. 
35. xiv.48. Jobav. 19. Acts v: 8. viii. 34. x. 4G. xv. 13. 
•xxiv. 25. xxv. 9. so the Hebrew word ItDN often signifies, 
as in Exod. xv. 21. so Exod. xxi. 5. tavdnokpiBy, if the 
. servant say: so 1 Kings ii. 1. "AnticpivaTo, David speaks; 
and iii. <2G. airiKpiOn -q ywi), the woman said, Psal. cxix. 172. 
and frequently in the book of Job. Sometimes, though no 
question is asked, and no discourse requiring an answer 
preceded, yet our Lord answers to the secret thoughts and 
inward reasonings of the Jews, or to their admiration touch- 
ing his words or works, as Matt. xvii. 4. xxviii. 5. Mark 
x. 24. Luke iii. 1G. v. 22. viii. 40. 

[*]*H cu<T£j3cta, Or holiness.'] This is the reading of Chry- 
sostom, and (Ecumenius, and of all the MSS. and ancient 
versions, excepting only the Syriac : for it is confessed by 
Lorinus, that the ancient Latin copies, both MSS. and 
printed, read not potestate, but pietate. Here then is a 
plain evidence of the variation of the Roman doctrine from 
that of the apostles, assisted by the Holy Ghost ; for the 
apostles here plainly disclaim any excellency or piety in 
them, which might make them worthy to be God's instru- 
ments above any others, in working such miracles as these: 
but the catechism of the Trent council * plainly declares, 
that God confers upon us many benefits, "■ eorum merito^ 
by virtue of the merits of the saints; and Lorinue on the 
place declares, that innumerable histories, and the practice 
of the church, shew, " quod sanctorum merita ad impe- 
tranda miracula valeant," that the merits of the saints are 
prevalent for the working miracles. 

[ 5 ] Vcr. 14. Tov ayiov koi Sckcuov ripvi'iaaaSt.] Tliese words 
I would render thus, You refused the Holy One: so styled 
by good angels, Luke i. 35. and by evil angels, Luke iv. 
34. and even by Pilate's wife, that Just One, Matt, xxvii. 
19. for so dpvlofiai doth often signify both in Scripture and 
profane authors. So Acts vii. 25. This Moses, ov iipvfoavTo, 
whom they refused: Ileb. xi. 24. fyvnaaTo, He refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh. So in Phavorinus, dpvurai 6 
fxri ${\<*)v irovh<rai rt, is, he that is unwilling, and refuseth 
to do anything: in Suidas, t6 dpvticrSai Savuurag, is, to re- 
ject the usurers. And to this sense, the very derivation of 
the word seems to lead : it being, say grammarians, aV6 
tov alpttv Tag x f 'P a C «rt t% TraoaiTijau, done by lifting up the 
hands in way of refusal. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 15. y Apxnybv rfc Zw\g, The Prince of life.] The 
person sent by God to lead you in the way to life eternal, 
having first declared it fully to the world, 2 Tim. i. 10. 
proposed it to believers, John vi. purchased it-for them 
by his death, shewed the way to it by his doctrine, and 
being appointed to give it to his faithful servants, John 
xvii. 2. whence he is styled, dpxnyog rr\g awnpiue, the Cap- 
tain of our salvation, Heb. ii. 10. 6 dpxnyog, a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and remission of sins, 



* Par. iii. cap. 2. §.12. 



v. 32. Or, as Grotius here hath it, he is styled a Prince of 
life, as having life in himself, and power to raise all men 
from the dead, John v. 26.29. To which sense the whole 
phrase, Ye have killed the Prince of life, seems to lead us. ' 

[7] Ver. 1G. 'H iriarie y Si* avfov, The faith which is by him.'] 
For iv avT<$,in him: so Rom. xv. 20. nothing is unclean Bi 
avTov, in itself; Si* liSaroc, in the water, 2 Pet. iii. 5. ra Sia 
tov aoparog, the things done in the body, 2 Cor. v. 10. they 
that sleep Sta tov 'Itj<tov, in Jesus, 1 Thess. iv. 14. and in this 
book, Sia tiiq wKTog, in the night, v. 19. xxiii. 31. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 17. Tlirough ignorance ye did it, as did also your 
rulers.] Though the ignorance of the whole nation, and'es- 
pccially of the rulers in this case, was such as took 'away 
all just excuse in them on the account of their infidelity ; 
(John xv. 22. 24.) yet, because it was occasioned by those 
prejudices they had contracted through the meanness of 
his character, and their imaginations that Christ should not 
die/and that his kingdom should be temporal, Christ bears 
with it till the time of the effusion of the Holy Ghost, and 
then calls them again by his apostles to repentance. See 
the discourse of the sin against the Holy Ghost in the ap- 
pendix to Matt. xii. * 

[9] Ver. 19. "Ottwc Sv tkSoxn Kcupol avai/^&wc, When the 
times of refreshing shall come upon you.] Here the critical 
notes are these, (1.) that 6Vwe av HXSuhti, is to be rendered 
that, or, so that they may come : ut verdant; so Irenseus, lib. 
ii. cap. 12. p. 3G3. ut superveniant, Tertul. de Resur. Cam. 
cap. 23. So the phrase is often used both in the Old and 
New Testament, and in profane authors: in the Old Testa- 
ment it answers to the ]Vftb, and is often rendered that: so 
Psal. ix. 14. o7rwc av iliayydXy, that I may shew forth thy 
praises : Psal. xcii. 7. oarw'e av t%o\oOptv§w<Tiv, that they may 
be destroyed for ever: Psal. cxix. 101. on-wc av <j>v\a%o>, that 

1 may keep thy words. In the New Testament, owe av ac- 
Znr{)<Tb><Tiv, that the residue of men may seek after the Lord, 
Acts xv. 17. oTTtog avanoKa\v<pSu<Tiv, that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed, Luke ii. 35. 6Vwc avjSiKaiwSyg, 
that thou mayest be justified, Rom. iii. 4. : so in Aristo- 
phanes, o7r(og av tiSy, that he may knoiv. (See Budaeus.) 

"(2.) OI Kaipol dva\pv£tti>c;, are times of rest, refreshment, con- 
solation: sometimes after great danger and trouble, as 
when God had taken away the plague of frogs, Pharaoh 
saiv there was dvaipv%ig, refreshment, or, as we say; a breath- 
ing-time: so when the evil spirit was on Saul, David played 
on the harp^ ko! dvhpv^t, and Saul was refreshed, 2 Sain. 
xvi. 14.) The king and all the people" came weary, koi dvi r 
$v%av Iku, and were refreshed there: so Psal. xxxviii. 13. 6 
spare me, 'ivadvaipv^io, that I may revive: Psal. lxv. 11. We 
have gone through fire and water, and thou hast brought us* 
forth, tig dva^vxnvy to a place of rest : (see 2 Mace. xiii. 13.) 
and sometimes without relation to it, as, a nation at case, 
and without care, is tSvog KaOftfxt vov *t Ig dvaipvxriv, Jer. xlix. 
30. I have found dvaipvxriv, rest to myself, Hos. xii. 8. (Sec 

2 Mace. iv. 4G.) Now these times of refreshing, rest, and 
comfort, are by some referred to the times of the gospel, 
in which Christ saith, Come to me, ye that arc weary and 
heavy laden, koi dvarravau), and I will refresh you, (Matt. xi. 
28.) and ye shall find, dvanavmv, rest to your souls, (ver. 30.) 
So Dr. Lightfoot, who gives the import of the words thus, 
Repent, &c. that your sins may be blotted out, that the times 
of refreshing from the gospel may come upon you. But 
against this interpretation there lies this objection, That 
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these times of refreshing were to come hy the sending of 
that Jesus, who was ascended into heaven, and was not to 
come thenco till the day of judgment, (ver. 21, 22.) Gro- 
tius and Dr. Hammond refer this to their deliverance from 
the destruction which shortly was to come on tho obdurate 
Jews; but though that was then future, and there is fre- 
quent mention of a trapovaia, or coming of Christ, then, yet 
was it no coming of Christ from heaven, but only a coming 
by the Roman army. I therefore incline rather to the opi- 
nion of the ancients, which refers this to the time of Christ's 
second coming, to give all his servants, after their troubles 
and persecutions in this world, rest with him, (2 Thess. i. 
(5—8.) which he shall do by descending from heaven, rais- 
ing them from the dead, and causing them to enter into 
everlasting rest. (1 Thess. iv. 15, 16. 1 Cor. xv. 47.) So 
'the times of the resurrection are by the Jews styled the 
days of consolation, Targum in Hos. vi. 2. 

["!] Ver. 20. T6v irpoictictipvyfjilvov, Who before was preached 
to you.] Some here read, rhv irpoKtx* l P L < T f JL £ vov > before de- 
signed, viz. in the predictions of the law and the prophets, 
or, before preached to you by them. 

[ ll ] Ver. 21. *Ov Sa ovpavbv filv SfgcurStoi, Whom the hea- 
vens must receive.'} They who render the words thus, Wlio 
must receive the heavens, i.e. govern there, seem to be con- 
futed by the limitation of time annexed to these words, 
Christ being to reign in the heavens for ever* 
. [ w ] "Aypt X9^ V(S)V aTTOKaraoraffcwc 7ravrwv, Till the times 
of restitution of all things.] That these words cannot be 
meant of a restitution of all things to their former state, is 
certain ; for sure, it is very improper to say, there will be 
a restitution of all things-to their former state, which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his prophets: for since these 
things relate to the forerunner of our Lord, Christ's coming 
in the flesh, his life, death, resurrection, and ascension, the 
preaching of the gospel to the gentiles, and the reign of an- 
tichrist, the calling of the Jews, and the coming in of the 
fulness of the gentiles, these things may very well be said 
to be exhibited, performed, accomplished, and consum- 
mated ; but 1 see not with what propriety or truth they can 
be said to be restored to the former state, or be renewed; 
and therefore a^pi xp6wv aTTOKara<rra<JtwQ iravrwv, is by the 
Syriac rendered, until the fulness of the time of all things; 
by the Arabic, till the time in which all things shall be per- 
fected or finished; by Tertullian,* f< adusquc tempora ex- 
hibitionis omnium;" bylrenseus,t " usque ad tempora dis- 
positions omnium;" i. e. till the time of the exhibition or 
disposal of all things; by CEcumenius, till the time of all 
things does, tic nipae iXQeiv, come to an e?id : and for the con- 
firmation of this import of the word, we have the suffrage 
of Hcsychius and Phavorinus, that cnroKaTaaram^ is re- 
Xtiwmg, the consummation of a thing. Hence then I argue 
•thus against the doctrine of the millenaries ; Since Christ 
is to continue in heaven till the completion or consumma- 
tion of all things spoken by the holy prophets, if the mil- 
lennium were any of them, Christ must continue in heaven 
till the consummation of that also, and therefore is not to 
come down from heaven to reign on earth till the mil- 
lennium be ended ; nor can that be contemporary with our 
Lord's second coming, which is from heaven. 



De Cam. cap. 23. 



t B. iii. cap. 12. 



[ l3 J *An altovoc, Since the world began.] That is, from 
times of old. (See note on Luke i. 70.) 

["] Ver. 22. For Moses said, A Prophet, &c] Henceit 
appears that this prophecy doth primarily respect Christ, 
and not a series of prophets, as some imagine. (See the 
note on John i. 45. v. 46.) 

[ l5 ] Ver. 24. And all the prophets from Samuel] Samuet, 
saith Dr. Hammond, is here reckoned the first of tho pro- 
phets, because the schools of tho prophets were first insti- 
tuted and erected by him ; we reading in his time of a com- 
pany or college of prophets at Itamah, and Samuel stand- 
ing among them. (1 Sam. xix. 20.) He is reckoned, saith 
Dr. Lightfoot, after Moses, partly because prophecy from 
Moses to Samuel was very rare, (1 Sam. iii. 1, 2.) and 
partly because he was the first after Moses that wrote his 
prophecy. 

[ ,6 ] Ver. 25. Ye are the children of the prophets.] The 
prophets being styled spiritual fathers, 2 Kings ii. 12. 
xiii. 14. they who were taught by them were called the swis 
of the prophets, 2 Kings ii. 3. and generally teachers were 
called fathers, and they who were taught by them children. 
(See note on 1 Cor.xiv. 15.) 

[ 17 ] In thy seed shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed.] Hence it is evident, that these words are not a form 
of blessing to this effect, God bless thee as he blessed Abra- 
ham, but a promise of a benediction to all nations through 
Christ the seed of Abraham. (See the note on Gal. iii. 16.) 



CHAP. IV, 

1. AND as they spake to the people, the priests, and 
[ x ] the captain of the temple, and the sadducees, came upon 
them (violently. 

2. The sadducees) being grieved that they taught the 
people, and preached (to them) through Jesus the resur- 
rection from the dead (which the sadducees denied, xxiii. 8.) 

3. And they laid hands on them, and put them in hold 
(i. e. in prison) until the next day: for it was now eventide. 

4. Howbeit (Si 9 but notivithstanding this treatment of 
Mm) many of them which heard the word believed (their 
doctrine); and the (whole) [ 2 ] number of the men (that be- 
lieved it) was about five thousand. 

5. And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, 
and elders, and scribes, 

6. And Annas the high-priest, and Caiaphas, and John, 
and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the 
high-priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. 

7. And when they had set them (Peter and John) in the 
midst (of the assembly), they asked (them), Ey what power, 
or by (virtue of) what name, have you done this (cure)? 

8. Then Peter (and John , being) filled with the Holy 
Ghost, said to them, Ye rulers of the people, and ciders of 
Israel, 

9. If we this day be examined of the good deed done to 
the impotent man, (if you inqtiire) by what means he is 
made whole ; 

10. Be it known to you all, and to all the people of 
Israel, that by the name (and power) of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, fancy whom God (hath) 
raised from the dead, even by him doth this maa stand here 
before you whole. 
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11. [ 3 ] This (ovtoc, he) is the stone which (according to 
the words of the Psalmist, Psal. cxviii. 22.) was set at nought 
of you builders, (and) who is (now) become the head 
(stone) of the comer ( the prime foundation of the whole 
fabric of the church). 

12. [ 4 ] Neither is there (such) salvation (promised by 
faith) in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby (or, by faith in which) 
we must (or may) be saved. 

13. Now whea they saw the boldness of Peter and 
John, and perceived that they were [ 5 ] unlearned and ig- 
norant men (and therefore could not be tints bold on the 
account of their own wisdom or skill in the Jewish learning), 
they marvelled;, and they took knowledge of them, (Gr. 
iTnyivwGKov re, but they knew) that they had been with 
(that) Jesus (in whose name they pretended to tvork this 
cure). 

14. And beholding the man that was healed standing 
with them, they could say nothing against it (i. e. their 
allegation). . * ■ 

15. But when they had commanded them to go aside out 
of the council, they conferred among themselves, 

16. Saying, What shall we do to (restrain) these men? 
for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them 
is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we 
cannot deny it. 

17* But, that it (their doctrine may) spread no farther 
among the people, let usstraitly threaten them, that they 
speak henceforth to no man in his name. 

18. And (so) they called them, and commanded them 
(under pain of their displeasure) not to speak at all 
(henceforth) nor teach in the name of Jesus. 

19. But Peter and John answered and said to them, 
[ 6 ] Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken to 
you (forbidding,) more (i. e. rather) than to God (com- 
manding us to preach in the name of Jesus), judge ye. ' 

20. (As for us, be assured, we shall not obey your com- 
mandments ;) for we cannot but speak the things which w r e 
have seen and heard. 

21. So when they had farther threatened them, they let 
them go, finding nothing ( done by them against the law), 
how (for which) they might punish them, (and not daring 
to do it against the law,) because of the people : for all 
men glorified God for that which was done. 

22.. For the man was about forty years old, on whom this 
miracle of healing was shewed ( and so the cure was the 
more remarkable). 

23. And being (thus) let go, they went to their own 
company, and reported (to them) all that the chief priests 
and elders had said to them. 

24. And when they had heard that, they lifted up their 
voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art 
God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
all that in them is : 

25. [ 7 ] Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast 
said, (Psal. ii. 1.) Why did the heathen rage and the peo- 
ple imagine a vain thing? 

2G. The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were 
gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ: 
(and what thou saidst by him is now fulfilled.) 

27. For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom 
thou hast anointed (with thelloly Ghost), both Herod, and 



Pontius Pilate, with the gentiles (i. e. Roman soldiers), 
and the people of Israel, were gathered together. 
. 28. For [ 8 ] to do whatsoever thy hand (of providence) 
and thy counsel determined before to be done. 

29. Aud(therefore) now, Lord, behold their threatenings : 
and grant unto thy. servants (such courage), that with all 
boldness they may (still) speak thy word. 

30. (And assist them in so doing) by stretching forth thy 
hand to heal; (and by granting) that signs and wonders 
may be done by (us in) the name of thy holy child Jesus. 

31. And when they had prayed, the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together, (as on the day of 
Pentecost, Acts ii. 2.) and p] they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 

32. And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one soul (united in love and affection): nei^ 
ther said any of them that aught of the things which he 
possessed was (so) his own (as not to be imparted to 
others who had need of it); but they had [ 10 ] all things 
common. 

33. And with great power gave the apostles witness of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus : and great grace (of 
God) was come upon them all. * 

34. Neither was there any among them that lacked : for 
as many as had possessions of lands or houses sold them, 
and brought the price of the things that were sold, 

35. And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distri- 
bution was (by the apostles) made to every man according 
as he had need. • 

36. And [ l1 ]Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed 
Barnabas, which is, being interpreted, The son of consoc- 
iation, (he being) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus 
(by birth), 

37. Having land (there), sold it, and brought the money, 
and laid it at the apostles' feet. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. IV. 

['] Ver. 1. OF this captain of the temple, see the note 
on Luke xxii. 52. Before our Saviour's passion, the chief 
agents against him were the scribes and pharisees; but now 
that the apostles do not only assert the resurrection of our 
Lord, but also preach through the resurrection of the dead, 
(ver. 2.) the sadducees,who denied the resurrection of the 
body, become their fiercest adversaries. (See the note on 
Acts xxiii. 6.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 4. And the number of the men was about five thou- 
sand.'] Not the number of the auditors, for they are never 
reckoned up in Scripture, but the number of them that be- 
lieved, hearing Peter and John preach, and seeing the mi- 
racle done by them : for so the words run, many of them 
that heard the word believed, and the number of them (that 
believed) was about five thousand. Note also, that the three 
thousaud, mentioned ii. 41. belong not to this number, but 
they wero all new converts, converted by the word which 
Peter and John had preached, for of them only is the dis- 
course from iii. 1. to this place. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 11. This is the stone which Hie builders refused!] 
Though the Chaldee paraphrast interprets this clause of 
the Psalmist (Psal. cxviii. 22.) of David ; and Aben-Ezra 
of the congregation of Israel, yet R. Solomon Jarchi on 
Micah v. interprets these words of tho Messiah, as our 
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Saviour doth, Matt. xxi. 42. the Jews not contradicting 
him, or saying they belonged not to him. - 

[ 4 ] Ver, 12. Kal ovk tmv iv aAX^ ou&vl v (rwrtjpfa, Nor is 
their salvation in any other.'] This some interpret thus, 
There is no other name under heaven by which health can 
be given to the diseased, or feet to the lame, &c. and this 
interpretation will not be so strange as at first sight it 
seems to be, if we consider, 

First, That it is very frequent in the Gospels to say of 
them who were cured, they were saved. So the woman 
saith, Matt, ix.21. if I do but touch the hem of his gar- 
ment, auOfoofiai, I shall be saved; and Christ answers, 
Thy faith, (timkI at, hath saved thee ; koI la&On, ond the wo- 
man teas saved from that hour: so the ruler of the syna- 
goguo prays Christ to put his hand upon his daughter, virwg 
atoOg; that she might be saved, Mark v. 23. and vi. 56. as 
many as touched the hem of his garment, latiZovro, were 
saved: so to blind Bartimeus Christ saith, Thy faith, aiavtcl 
at, hath saved thee, Mark x. 52. and so to the Samaritan 
leper, Luke xvii. 19. , 

Secondly, That this opinion had obtained among the 
Jews, and other nations, that there were some powerful 
names that could cure diseases; this seems to be in- 
sinuated in the question of the Sanhedrin, ver. 7. h poly 
dvofian, In what name have yon done this cure? Josephus* 
speaks of the doing this by mention of the name of Solo- 
mon ; the Talmudf of doing it by mention of the separate 
name; .the. Christians by the name of the God. of Abra- 
ham, &c. (See note on Matt. xii. 27.) 

Thirdly, If we [consider St. Peter's answer, viz. If the 
question be Iv rtv\ ovrog ahuxrrat, by what name this man is 
saved, i. c. healed, be it known to you that he is healed 
through the name of Jesus Christ, nor is there any other 
name by which wc can be saved. And from this sense, of 
the words it clearly follows, that no true miracles have been 
ever done since Christ's ascension, by the invocation of 
the names of saints; and, (2.) that the disputes of the 
schools from this place concerning the salvation of the 
gentiles, have been impertinent. If the common sense be 
rather liked, yet must it be acknowledged, that God is no 
respecter of persons, as to their spiritual and eternal inte- 
rests, butm every nation he thatfeareth God, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted of him, Acts x. 34, 35. (see the 
note there): and that God would have all men diligently 
to seek, and to come to him with a firm belief that he is a 
rewarder of them that do so, (Heb. ix. 6.) and that he hath 
not suspended that reward on an impossible condition, 
though he will only give it with respect to what our Lord 
Jesus hath done or suffered for them : that he hath not 
left himself without a witness of his goodness to the heathen 
world, not only by doing good to their bodies without re- 
gard to their souls, or by being good only to them as we 
are to our' hogs, by fattening them for a day of slaugh- 
ter. It being, saith Maximus Tyrius,J a thought ?mwortky 
of God, that he should be liberal in bestowing mean things 
on us, but penurious as to better* 

[ 5 ] Ver. 13. They were aypafifxarot koI ISturat, unlearned 
and ignorant (or private) men,] This for three centuries 



• Antiq. lib. viii. cap. 2. p. 258. t Liglilf. iu Incum. 

t *H woXXw a£*or re/*{£i(c t3 Otter flrfoc /wiv Ta <f>auXa xaXSf xttt a$$$vv; mtftsmvew- 
fiivor, vfa ft t« xpsfrrw <tnro£on Dissert. 22. p. 216. 



was the objection against the professors of Christianity ; 
these were the names given them by Lucian,* Celsus,t 
Asclcpiades/J: Cecilius,§ Porphyry ,(( Hicrocles,^ Julian, 
and by all the heathens; as Justin, Tatian,** Minucius, 
Tertullian,ft Arnobius,;fJ and Lactantius§§ testify: and 
though that is not wholly true, yet it is a great confirmation 
of the Christian faith, and shews, as Justin Martyr ||| well 
observes, that it was not of human, but Divine original, 
and that being with Jesus, was sufficient to make the ig- 
norant and unlearned wise. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 19. Whether it be right in the sight of God Jo 
hearken unto you rather than ?into God, judge ye.] So So- 
crates answered to his accusers, irtlaofiat r$ Getf fxaXXov ii 
u/xtv, (Apol. p. 23.) O ye Athenians, I will obey God rather 
thanyou: and so saith Arrian, When thy superiors command 
thee any thing, thou must remember there is one above who 
sees thee koI on IkzIvio <te Set paWov apfotceiv fj tovt<$, and that 
thou oughtest to please him rather than man. 

[ 7 J Ver. 25. Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast 
said, Wliy did the heathen rage, &c] Here note, 

First, Against some late innovators, that what was said 
by David is ascribed to God himself, to shew that David 
spake and composed these Psalms by the prophetical affla- 
tus of the Holy Spirit. . .. 

Secondly, That though the latter Jews will not admit 
that this Psalm belongs to the Messiah, yet R. Solomon 
Jarchi confesses that all their ancient rabbins did so inter- 
pret it. (See the note on Heb. i, 5.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 28. To, do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel 
determined before to.be done.] Here note, what is usually 
observed, that the hand of God most frequently in the Old 
Testament relates not so much to his power, as to his wis- 
dom and providential dispensations: so Job xxvii. 11. I 
will teach you by the hand of God, i. e. by his wisdom 
in his providential dispensations, (Eccles. ii. 24.) that a 
man should enjoy the good of his labours, that is, from 
the hand of God; so the good hand of God, is his favour or 
his gracious providence, Ezra vii. 9. viii. 18. 22. Nehem. 
ii. 8. 18. and being here joined with God's counsel, and ap- 
plied to what was done by Pontius Pilate and the Roman 
soldiers, and by the Jews towards the crucifixion of the 
holy Jews, to which actions, so highly displeasing to God, 
his pow r er could not actually concur, or effectively incline 
them, we have great reason here to prefer this import of the 
phrase before the other; and then the import of the words 

* "Ay0f»7roi litvrai. Locian Perigr. p. 338. 

t Celsua Christianos confert, toTc ayjoixoraToi; t£v avQpxwtw, Orig. contra CeU. 
lib. iii. p. 145. falsoqoe asserit, /wevouf fiXi&teyj, xal aymTs t x*i ayaw^Tw;, tn&ttr iSi- 
X«y Touf Ji&os-xovTitc Toy SiTct Xeyw, p. 137. 141. 

$ "Christian! sunt torba imperita, illUerata freqoentia." Asclep. apud Prudent. 
in R. Mart. p. 208. 

§ " Literarom rades, stadiorom profani." Csecil. opud Minut. p. 4. , 

|[ Origenes declinavit, tfpo; rl jSagjSa^ov TcX^tujua. Porphvr. apud Euseb. H. Eccl. 
lib. vi. cap. 19. 

'% Petros et Paoloa, fyv<rrai t xa\ airaiituToi, x*i yenrif. Hierocl. apud Euseb. 
p. 512. 

** Apud Tatianum, Christian! a Gnccis appellanlur, eir^voi a>o$ttr dog; 
mala ChrisLiannrom, tk jSap£af<wv S^ara. Ed. Ox. §. 57. 

ft "I]Iiprodentes,nosinepti." Tertul. Ap. cap. 9. *' Nos bebetes, stolidi, fatui, 
oblusi pronunliamur, etbruti." 

Xt Amob. lib. i. p. 15. lib. ii. p. 45. 

$$ *« Vulgd pro stultis, et ineptis habemor," Lact. lib. iv. cap. 13. iJiwrSypEy, xal 
{3etg$a$&v to tyQiyfAa, <re<j>£v ii xat ctjctSa*. 

[ill Tcr youv l^bron, fa cvytTtat oy rotyitt *vSf<wflnitf t*ut* ytywwat, aXX* Ji/yo/xn Qfo? 
Xiyjcr0«i. Jastin. Apol, ii. p. 93< 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. V.] 



ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 



521 



will be ho more than this, That Jews and gentiles were, as- 
sembled to accomplish those sufferings of our Saviour for 
mankind, which God had .foretold, and by foretelling had 
determined should come to pass ; according to those words 
of St. Paul, Acts xiii. 27. They who dwelt at Jerusalem, and 
their princes, not knowing the voices of the prophets, have 
fulfilled them by condemning him, doing all things which were 
written of him, ver. 29. As therefore St. Peter and Paul, 
by calling the Jews to repentance for this sin in crucifying 
the Lord of life, do evidence their sin was not the less, be- 
cause they did by it fulfil the counsel of God's holy will 
and kind intentions to mankind : so do they consequently 
evidence, that God's foreknowledge and determination of a 
thing future, do not impair the liberty of men's wills in 
the accomplishment of it; as all the ancient fathers have 
declared in this particular. (See the note on xxii. 22.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 31. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.'] 
Not all the Christians, who being now eight thousand, 
could not be all in one house, but the hundred and twenty 
mentioned i. 15. and being in the same house with the 
apostles, this is their own company to which .they went, 
ver. 24. and therefore, if the Holy Ghost fell only on the 
twelve before, yet now he must be supposed to fall on this 
whole number, enabling them to speak the word of God 
with boldness, as it follows here.. 

• [ 10 ] Ver. 32. They had all things common.] As ii. 45. 
not by possession, but as to use ; in which sense that of 
Tertullian is only true, " omnia indiscreta sunt apud nos 
proeter uxores," among us all things are common except our 
wives; for it follows, that they had lands to sell. (See 
note on ii. 45.) 

["] Ver. 36, 37. And Joses a Levite, and by birth a Cy- 
priot, having land, sold it.'] For the Levites might have 
lands, not only in foreign countries, as Joses had in Cy- 
prus, but even in their own: for Samuel, a Levite, (1 Chron. 
vi. 33.) was born upon his father's land, which had been pur- 
chased by his great-grandfather Zuph; (1 Sam. i. 1. ix. 5. 
and that lands might fall to them by accident, which they t 
might sell, see the Bishop of Ely on Lev. xxvii. 21. 



CHAP. V. 

1. JtSUT a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his 
wife, sold a possession, 

2. And ( but he) [ x ] kept back part of (Gr. he defalked 
from) the price (of it), his wife also being privy (and con- 
senting) to it, and brought (Gr. bringing) a certain part (of 
it only), and laid it at the apostles' feet, (pretending to do 
as the rest had done, iv. 35. 37.) 

3. But Peter said (to him), Ananias, why hath Satan 
filled thy heart to lie unto the Holy Ghost, and (moved 
thee) to keep back part of (or defalk from) the (full) price 
of the land (which thou hast sold)? 

4. Whilst it remained (unsold), was it not thine own 
(possession, no share of it belonging to any other) ? and 
after it was sold, was it not in thine own power (to dispose 
of the money as thou wouldest, and bring the whole as others 
did)? why (then) hast thou conceived this thing in thine 
heart (to defalk from the price, and present to us a part 
only of it, as if it were the whole? by doing this) [ 2 ] thou 
hast not lied unto men (only), but to God (also). 

VOL. V. 



5. And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave 
up the ghost : and great fear came .upon all them that (saw 
and) heard these things. 

6. And the young men (there) arose, wound him up, and 
carried him out, and buried him. 

7. And it ,was about the space of three hours after, when 
his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. 

% 8. And/Peter answered (i. e. said) to her, Tell me whe-. 
ther you sold the land for so much (only as Ananias 
said)? and she said, Yea, (only) for so much. 

9. Then Peter said to her, How is it that ye have agreed 
together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord ( i. e. to try whether 
the Spirit of the Lord in us was able to detect your cheat)? \ 
behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband 
aire at the door, and shall carry thee out. 

10. Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and 
yielded up the ghost: and the young men came, in; and 
found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her 
husband. .. 

. 11. And great fear came upon all the church, and upon 
as many as heard these things. 

12. And by the hands of the apostles were many signs 
and wonders wrought among the people ; (and they (of the 
church) were all with one accord in Solomon's porch. 

13. [ 3 ] And of the rest ( that tuere not of the church) durst 
no man join himself to them (i. e. to the apostles): but the 
people magnified them. 

14. And believers were the more added to the Lord, 
(even) multitudes both of men and women) (who owned 
that Jesus was the Christ. 

15. And so great and manifold were these miracles, Sxtte,) 
insomuch that they (who beheld thein) [ 4 ] brought forth 
their sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and 
couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might 
overshadow some of them. 

16. There came also a multitude out of the cities round 
about to Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them that 
were vexed with unclean spirits : and they were healed 
every one. 

17. Then the high-priest rose up, and they that were with 
him (which is (being) the [ 5 ] sect of the sadducees), and 
(they) were filled with indignation, 

.18. And laid their hands upon the apostles, and put them 
in the common prison. 

19. But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison- 
doors, and brought them forth, and said (to them), 

20. Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all 
the words [ 6 ] of this life (which the sadducees deny, and I 
have commanded you to preach, Acts xiii. 26.) 

21. And when they heard that, they entered into the tem- 
ple early in the morning, and taught. But the high-priest 
came, and they that were with him, and called the council 
together, and all the senate of the children of Israel, and 
sent to the prison to have them brought (out). 

22. But when the officers came, and (Gr. but the officers 
coming) found them not in prison, they returned, and (Gr. 
returning) told ( the council of it), 

23. Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all 
safety, and the keepers standing without before the doors ; 
but when we had opened (them), we found no man within. 

24. Now when the high-priest and [ 7 ] the captain of the 
temple and the chief priests heard these things, they 

3X 
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[ 8 ] doubted of (i. e. concerning) them whercunto this would 
grow (or, what the import of them might be). 

25. Then came one, and told them, saying, Behold, the 
men whom yo put in prison aro standing in the temple, and 
teaching the people. 

2G. Then went tho captain (thither) with the officers, 
and brought them without violence, for they feared the peo- 
ple, lest they should have been stoned (by them). 

27. And when they had brought them, they set them be- 
fore the council, and the high-priest asked them, 

28. Saying, Did not we straitly command you that you 
should not teach in this name? and (yet), behold, yo havo 
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to (Gr. 
would) bring (the guilt of) this man's blood upon us. 

29. Then Peter and the other apostles answered (to the 
charge of disobeying their commands) and said, We ought 
to obey God rather than men. 

30. (And as for the guilt of blood, that it is justly charged 
upon yon, God himself hath testified; for) the God of our 
fathers (hath) raised up (that) Jesus whom ye slew and 
hanged on a tree (by being instant with Pilate that he might 
be crucified). 

31. [9] Him (whom ye thus treated) hath God exalted 
with (to) his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 

32. And ( this ive say not without proof, for) we are his 
witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, 
whom God hath given to them that obey him. 

23. (And) when they heard ( these words), they w r ere cut 
to the heart, and took counsel to slay them. 

34. Then stood there up one in the council, (who was) a 
pharisee, [ l0 ] named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in 
great reputation among the people, and (he) commanded 
( the officers) to put the apostles forth a little space (or 
while) ; 

35. And (then) he said to them (of the council), Yc men 
of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend (Gr. go 
about) to do as touching these men. 

3G. For ["] before these days rose up Theudas, boasting 
himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, 
about four hundred, joined themselves : who was slain, and 
all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought 
to nought. 

37. After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days 
of taxing (or enrolling), and drew away much people after 
him: (but) he also perished; and all, even as many as 
obeyed him, were dispersed. 

38. xVnd now (ml ra vvv A£yw ifitv, therefore) I say to 
you (for the present ^Refrain from these men, and let them 
alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will 
come to nought; 

39. But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it (nor 
ought you to attempt to do so); lest haply yc be found 
even to fight against God. 

40. And to him they agreed : and when they had called 
the apostles, and beaten them (tvith rods), they command- 
ed (them) that they should not speak in the name of Jesus 
(any more), and (tlien) let them go. 

41. And they departed from the presence- of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy ["] to suffer shame 
for his name. 

42. And daily in the temple, and in every house, they 



ceased not to teach and preach (the doctrine of) Jesus 
Christ. 



ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. V. 

[*] Vcr. 2. KAI X Ivoatytaaro anb tTjc ti/zijc, And he kept 
back part of the price.'] It is generally here supposed, that 
Ananias and Sapphira had consecrated their estate to God 
by yow, so that they were guilty of the sin of sacrilege; but 
this may ycry well be doubted: (1.) because in all the 
sales of lands or houses, mentioned chap. ii. iv. and here, 
there is not the least hint or intimation of any such vow; 
that there was some fraud in the case, may be fairly ga- 
thered from the voa$iZ>ta%ai, but that it was a sacrilegious 
fraud, cannotbe proved from the word. (2.) St. Peter ac-. 
cuses neither him nor his wife of any such crime, but only 
of tempting^, e. distrusting, and making trial, of the wisdom 
of the Holy Ghost, and going about to deceive him by this 
artifice : and, (3.) the apostle seems to own he had a xight 
in his possession, and in the money for which it was sold,, 
(vcr. 3.) which yet he could not have, if he before had con- 
secrated it to religious uses. But yet they were guilty of 
a double fraud : (1.) in laying down this part of the price 
at the apostles' feet, as the others had done, and thereby 
tacitly implying they had now the same right to be relieved 
from the public stock which others had, as having nothing 
of their own, when indeed they had money which they kept 
back: (2.) in presenting this before them as the whole 
price of the possession they had sold, when it was only a 
part of it, which it appears they did from St. Peter's ques- 
tion to his wife, Tell me for how much the land was sold? 
That the punishment of this sin was so heavy, will not be ad- 
mired, if wo consider, (1.) that it was a direct sin against the 
Holy Ghost, who was sent down from heaven to propagate 
the gospel, an attempt to put a cheat upon him, and ques- 
tioning his wisdom to discern things secret, and thercforo 
deserved the greater punishment, because it did so plainly 
tend to tho hinderance of the gospel, by declaring that the 
Spirit which assisted the apostles was not able to discerd 
things secret, and so might not be able to acquaint them 
with the secret things of God. (2.) We find God under the 
law Ycry severe in his punishment of those who first of- 
fended in offering strange fire, as in the case of Nadab and 
Abihu ; and violated the sabbath, as in the case of the man 
that gathered sticks upon that day, and especially against 
those who rose up against Moses the prophet, and Aaron 
the priest of the Lord, as in the case of Corah and his com- 
pany ; it was therefore fit the first great offence of this kind 
should receive exemplary punishment from the hand of 
God, that'othcrs might the more dread those sins which « 
thus affronted that Holy Spirit, by whose power the gospel 
began to be propagated. 

[ 2 ] Vcr. 4. Ovk tyzvaui avOpwnoic, a\\a t$ 0^7, TItOU 
hast not lied toman, but unto God.] Hence it is argued, 
that if he that deceiveth or lieth to the Spirit, attemptcth 
to deceive or lie to God, the Holy Spirit must be God. 

To tliis Woltzogenius here and other Socinians answer, 
that the like phrase is often used when the inference cannot 
be good: for the Jews murmuring against Moses and 
Aaron, arc said to murmur not against them, but against 
God, Exod. xvi. 8. and he that despiseth the preaching 
of the apostles, is said to despise not man, but God, who 
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had given them the Holy Spirit, 1 Thess. iv. 8. Not them, 
but Christ, Matt. x. 40. Luke x. 16. but hence it will 
not follow, that either Moses, or Aaron, or the apostles, 
were God. 

But to this answer, I reply, first, That these exam- 
ples rather do confirm than infringe this argument: for as 
they who murmured against Moses and Aaron, murmured 
against God, because they did it against them who were 
invested with the authority of God, and acted in his name 
and by his power ; and as they who despised the apostles, 
despised God for the same reason ; so they, who lied to 
the apostles acting by the Spirit of God, or sought to de- 
ceive them by lying, are said to lie to God, because they 
lied to the apostles acting by the power and authority of 
God ; and therefore the power and authority of the Spirit, 
must be the power and authority of God. 

Secondly, Moses, and Aaron, and the apostles sent out 
by Christ to preach, did only act in the name of God and 
Christ, because they did this by commission from them, 
and by their command ; but Ananias is here said to lie to 
God, because he lied to the Spirit in the apostles, enabling 
them to discern the secrets of men's hearts and actions, 
which being the property of God alone, he that doth lie to 
him must therefore lie to God, because he lies to one who 
hath the incommunicable property of God, consequently 
the Divine essence. 

£ 3 ] Ver. 13. Twv S£ \onriov ovStlc troXjua jcoXXaaSai avrolg, 
But of the rest durst no man cleave unto them.] That is, 
saith Dr. Lightfoot, none of the hundred and eight durst 
join to the twelve, or equal themselves to them in office or 
dignity ; but as there is no mention of that number in this 
chapter, so did they never be/ore this join themselves to 
the apostles ; nor doth the word KoWavSai import any such 
thing, but only to converse, associate with, or come to them; 
as when Philip is bid KciXXaaSai, to join himself to the cha- 
riot of the eunuch, (viii. 29.) and Paul assayed after his 
conversion, icoWaaSai, to join himself to the disciples, (ix. 
16.) and when Peter saith, (x. 28.) You know that it is un- 
lawful for a Jew KoXkaaSai, to join himself to one of another 
nation; and, lastly, when it is said that some men koXAtj- 
$£vteq airy, joining themselves to St. Paul, believed,(xyii.35.) 
which seems to favour the opinion of Grotius and Beza, 
viz. that great fear came' on all tho church, (vcr. 11.) but 
of the rest, which were not yet of the church, durst no man 
join themselves to, or associate with, them as members 
of the church, for fear of tho like punishment. But not- 
withstanding this, the people magnified them, and multi- 
tudes of them were added to the Lord, t. e. believed in 
Christ, though they* durst not yet consort with the twelve 
apostles. 

[*] Ver. 15. They brought forth their sick into the streets, 
that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might over- 
shadow some of them.'] Here it is left uncertain, whether it 
were the faith of believers, or the superstition of the Jews, 
which had such expectation from St. Peter's shadow, whe- 
ther St. Peter passed by that way, or not, or whether his 
shadow wrought any cures, or not. But if God, intending 
to magnify Peter, the minister of the circumcision, in the 
eyes of the circumcised, healed some persons when his 
shadow went over them, he did more certainly as much to 
magnify St. Paul, the apostle of the gentiles ; for from his 
body were brought handkerchiefs or aprons to the sick, and 



the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went 
out of them; (xix'. 12.) but hence it is ridiculous to argue, 
that the one, or the other, was prince of the apostles, or 
that the relics of holy men are to be venerated. • 

[ 5 ] Ver. 17. r H.ov<ra a'iptmg twv <raSSovicafo>v, Being the 
sect of the sadducees.] Not that the Sanhedrin then con- 
sisted chiefly of that sect, but because the doctrine of the 
resurrection destroyed their sect, and therefore they are 
still the readiest to oppose it, (iv. 2.) the . pharisees being 
only concerned to avoid the guilt of Christ's blood. 

I 6 ] Ver. 20. Go, speak to the people all the words of this 

life, Ttavra tcl prifiara rifc %<*>%£ ravTrjg.] i. e. Of this life 
which I have commissionated you to preach, and which 
the sadducees deny: so, xiii. 26. Ye children of Abraham, 
and ye that fear God, vf.tiv 6 \6yoc t?jc vojrripiac ravrr\Q 
dirzarakri, to you is the word of this salvation sent. 

P] Ver. 24; e O argar^bg tov kpov, The captain of the 
temple.] i. e. The captain of the garrison of the Levi tes. 
(See the note on Luke xxii. 52.) 

H TJiey doubted of them ivhat this thing should be, ri 
av yivotro tovto.] i. e. What this miraculous deliverance of 
them might import, and to what this would tend. So, 
x. 17, Peter doubted in himself, ri av tin to opa/xa, what 
the vision might import. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 31. Him hath God exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and remission of sins,] 
Upon that repentance, to be a Prince and a Saviour, even 
the Prince 'of life, (in. 15.) and of salvation, (Heb. ii. 10.) 
on which account he is styled, to vwripiov tov Qbov, the 
salvation of God ; (sec note on Luke iii. 30.) and he is 
said to be exalted to give repentance and remission of 
sins, by giving the knowledge of that remission of sins which 
is promised to the penitent, and of those motives which 
should induce them (o repent. So the Baptist is said to go 
before him, to give the knowledge of salvation to his people, 
through the remission of sins ; and so God gave unto- the 
gentiles repentance unto life, when he sent Peter to them 
to preach that word by which they repenting should be 
saved. (Acts xi. 14. 18.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 34. Apharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the 
law, had in great reputation among the people.] He was 
Paul's tutor, (Acts xxii. 3.) and was called Rabbin Ga- 
maliel, a title of the highest eminency, and given, say the 
Jews, only to seven persons ; which shews sufficiently the 
reputation that he had among the people. 

The right reverend Bishop Pearson very probably con- 
jectures, that the sadducees, after our Lord's resurrection, 
being the greatest enemies to the apostles ; they being 
grieved that they preached through Christ the resurrection 
from the dead; (Acts iv. 2. v. 17.) Gamaliel being a phari- 
see, and so a stifF assertor of the resurrection, did there- 
fore give advice for the dismission of the apostles; for we 
find the pharisees, almost in the same words, pleading for 
St. Paul, preaching the same doctrine, viz. that they ought 
not to molest him, lest they should be found, Szofiaxot, 
fighters against God. (Acts xxiii. 9.) 

[ n ] Ver. 36, 37. Tlpb yap rovrwv tQv nfilpuiv aviaT-q Of vSag, 
For fiefore those days rose up TJieudas; ixitcltovtov, after 
him rose up Judas of Galilee.] Here Gamaliel affirms two 
things, (1.) That before those days, in which that council 
was assembled, that is, before the twentieth of Tiberius, 
arose Theudas, mentioned by him; whereas tho Thcudas 
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mentioned by Joscphus, Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 5. arose and 
perished by the hands of Cuspius Fadus, in the fourth year 
of Claudius, that is, ten years after the meeting of this coun- 
cil. (2.) He affirms that Judas of Galilee rose up after 
him, and yet that he arose in the daijs of the taxing, which 
was under the emperor Augustus, at the birth of Christ, and 
so thirty-four years before this council; and so this Theudas 
that arose before him must have been at least thirty-five 
years before this council. 

Some critics endeavour to solve these difficulties by tor- 
turing the words of the text, and making Gamaliel say, that 
Judas of Galilee arose, fitra tovtov, not after, but before 
Theudas, contrary to the rule of Phavorinus, that ^tra with 
an accusative case SijXot vtrrtpoxpovtov, signifies posteriority 
of time. Dr. Lightfoot here seems' inconstant in his opi- 
nion, for in his first notes upon the Acts he saith, that 
Gamaliel's Theudas and Josephus's are not one and the 
same; bat as it happened with Judas, that though he him- 
self perished in his error, and as many as obeyed him were 
scattered abroad, as Gamaliel relateth, yet was not his error 
extinguished with him, bid revived and grew again: so that 
at least forty years after his first appearing, his two son's, 
James and Simon, are crucified for it by Tiberius Alexander, 
the successor of Fadus. (Jos. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 3.) And 
many years after that,Eleazer, a branch of the same Judas, 
appeareth in the same opinion, with a desperate company 
with him. (De Bell. Jud.lib. vii. cap. 20.) Even so may it 
be conceived of the sect of Tlieudas, that it began before that 
of Judas, and that the first author of it took upon him great 
things, as, to be a prophet, and to work miracles, and the 
like; but he was soon slain, and all that obeyed him were 
scattered abroad, and came to nought; but his folly and 
fancy perished not with him, but (however at other times) in 
the times of Fadus one of the same foolery and name, and 
probably his son, would be a prophet again, and divide Jor- 
dan, and do I know not what, whom Fadus destroyed, and 
brought his company to ruin: so that Gamaliel's and Jose- 
phus's Theudas are very probably two men, but very likely 
father and son, or tutor and scholar; agreeing so exactly in 
the same folly and madness, that they agreed in the same 
name: and that name either given to the latter, as parents 
name their children by their own names, or assumed by him 
in imitation of the former Theudas, whom as he delighted to 
imitate in his enthusiastic folly , so delighted he to follow him 
in denomination : and I am the rather confirmed in this opi- 
nion about these two men, because that as soon as ever Jo- 
sephus hath told the story of the destruction of Tlieudas by 
Fadus, he telleth of the destruction of the sons of Judas by 
Tiberius Alexander ; and I cannot but interpret both the 
stories in one sense, that as in the latter he speaks of the off- 
spring of Judas, whose sect had begun many years before, so 
in the former he speaketh of the offspring of Theudas, whose 
sect had begun before that of Judas: yet, in his latter excr- 
citations on this place he says, this is but an imagination, 
and inclines rather to think, that Joscphus slipped in his 
chronology, to whom (saith he), both in history and chrono- 
logy, it is no unusual thing to trip, or go out of the road 
of truth. 

I prefer his first opinion, as being generally embraced by 
the ancients; for (1.) Origcn,* who had read Joscphus, and 



declares that he examined things relating to the Scripture, 
<pt\a\r}Qtjg f out of love to truth, speaks thus, We say that 
there was one Theudas before the birth of CJirist, who among 
the Jews declared himself to be somebody. And again, that 
Judas Galileus, and Tlieudas that ivas before him, being not 
of God, perished. And a third time, because they gathered 
from the Scriptures that the time of the Messiah was come M 
first Theudas, and after him Judas of Galilee, tnmultnated 
in the time of the taxing. Hence do the fathers unani- 
mously say, that those words of Christ, John x. 8. All that 
came before me are thieves and robbers,* relate to these two, 
Theudas and Judas of Galilee, which shews their belief, 
that both of them were before the timo of Christ's preach- 
ing : so that it is extremely evident, that the ancient fathers 
agreed in this, that there was a Theudas pretending to 
great things, even before the coming of our Lord, though 
Josephus hath taken no notice of him. 
. [ n ] Ver. 41. 'Anjua<r$iiv<u, To be reproached.] Or disho- 
noured, by being scourged : for as, among the Romans, a 
citizen of Rome was not to be scourged, so, among the 
Jews, saith Josephus,t it was rtfitopla aioytaTn, the most 
shameful punishment, when inflicted upon a Jew, and that 
which did i(5p%uv to d%tu)}xa, stain his dignity. 

CHAR VL 

1. AND in those days, when the number of the disciples 
was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians 
(Gr. of the [*] ' Hellenists, or Jews of the dispersion who 
spake the Greek language) against the Hebrews (who used 
the Hebrew or Syriac tongue), because their widows were 
neglected in the daily ministration (of provisions, made for 
poor widows belonging to the church, 1 Tim. v. 16.) 

2. [*] Then the twelve called the multitude of the disci- 
ples to them, and said, It is not reason (-able) that wc 
should leave (preaching) the word of God, and (daily be 
employed to) serve tables (or, make provisions for the 
poor). 

3. Wherefore, brethren, look you out among you seven 
men of honest report, [ 3 ] full of the Holy Ghost and wis- 
dom, [ 4 ] whom wc may appoint over this business (Gr. for 
this use). 

4. But we (and we being eased of this burden) will give 
ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry, of 
the word. 

5. And the saying (of the apostles) pleased the whole 
multitude : and they (accordingly) chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Pro- 
chorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmcnas, and Ni- 
colas a proselyte of Antioch: 

6. Whom they set before the apostles : and when they 
had prayed (Gr. they praying), [ 5 ] they laid their hands 
upon them. 

7. And (so, by the labours of the apostles,) the word of 
God increased ; and the number of the disciples multiplied 
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in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests 
(also) were obedient to the faith. 

8. And Stephen, (being) full of faith and power, did great 
wonders and miracles among the people, 
1 9. Then there arose [ 6 ] certain of the synagogue, which 
is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and (some of the 
synagogues of the) Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and (some 
of) them of Cilicia and Asia, disputing with Stephen. 

10. |7] And they were not able to resist the wisdom and 
the spirit (i. e. ihe wisdom of the Spirit) by which he 
spake. 

11. Then they suborned men, who (being brought before 
the council) said, We have Jbeard him speak blasphemous 
words against Moses, and against God, (and so by the law 
lie deserves to be stoned, Lev. xxiv. 16.) 

12. And they stirred up (against him) the people, and 
the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught 
him, and brought him to the council, 

13. And set up false witnesses, .which said, This man 
ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy 
place, and the law : 

14. For wc have heard him say, That this Jesus of Na- 
zareth (whom he preaches) shall destroy this place, and 
shall change the customs which Moses delivered (to) us. 

15. And all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly 
on him, [ 8 ] saw (on him a great splendour, making) his 
face (to shine) as if it had been the face of an angel. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP, VI. 

[*] Ver. 1. T£2"N 'EXXtjvwtwv, Of the Grecians.] It is much 
to be disputed who these Hellenists were : it isbeyond doubt 
that they were not Greeks by nation or birth, whether un- 
converted or proselytes to the Jewish nation ; for these are 
never called Hellenists, but always in the Scripture "EX- 
Xtjvcc, Ilellens, and by Josephus, 'EXXijviKoi, and are distin- 
guished, not from the Hebrews, but the Jews ; as when men- 
tion is made, 'IovSmW re ku\ 'EXX/jvwv, of the Jews and 
Greeks, Acts xvi. 1. 3. 19. x. 17. xx. 20, 21. Rom. i. 16. ii. 
9, 10. iii. 9. x. 12. 1 Cor. ii. 22, 23. x. 32. xii. 13. Gal. iii. 
28. Col. iii. 11. see John xii. 20. and of those Greeks who 
came to the Jewish synagogues, and therefore seem to have 
been proselytes, Acts xiv. 1. xviii. 4. and a distinction 
is made, not between Hebrews, but Jews and proselytes, 
Acts ii. 10. Moreover, they who were scattered upon 
the persecution which followed the death of Stephen, (Acts 
viii. 1.) spake the word only to the Jews, Acts xi. 19. and 
yet they spake irpbg roue 'EXXijviorac, to the Hellenists, 
ver. 20. And, thirdly, Paul coming to Jerusalem, dis- 
puted 7r/Joc rove 'EXXrjwarrac, against the Hellenists, and they 
went about to kill him, Acts ix. 29. as the Jews at Da- 
mascus had done before, ver. 23. which shews they must 
be Jews by birth, and not only strangers of other nations 
come thither; for how durst they attempt to kill a Jew 
among the Jews without bringing him to their tribunal ? 

Secondly, I think it not sufficient to say, with the Syriac or 
St. Chrysostom, that they were Jews, 'EXXtiviotL (frStyyofiivot, 
using the Greek tongue; for this they of Judea, especially 
the learned among them, generally did : for we never find 
in Josephus, that they spake to the Romans, or others who 
used that tongue, by an interpreter. Dr. Lightfoot there- 
fore adds, that they were Jews, who, living among the 



Greeks, understood and used that tongue only, and then 
they must be called Hebrews, who used the Hebrew or Sy- 
riac tongue as their usual- dialect : but then, whereas Dr. 
Lightfoot will not allow, that in their synagogues they used 
the Greek tongue, or read the Scriptures according to the 
Greek translation, I incline rather to the opinion of the 
learned, Grotius, that they used this tongue also in their 
sacred exercises ; for why should they, whose synagogues 
consisted of persons understanding neither' Hebrew nor 
Syriac, have both or either- of those languages, read to 
them in their assemblies ? Moreover, that in their exhorta- 
tion made in their synagogues, consisting both of Jews and 
proselytes of the Grecians, they used the Greek language, 
seems evident from this, that Paul and Barnabas so spake 
in them, that a multitude of the Greeks as well as of the Jews 
believed. (Acts xiii. 43. xiv. 1. xvii. 4. 12. xviii. 4.) 
• [ 2 ] Ver. 2. And the twelve calling the multitude of the 
disciples, Gr.fo 7tXtj0oc w fxaQxiT^v.] Here Dr. Lightfoot 
conjectures, that the multitude of the disciples doth not 
import the multitude of believers, they being many thou- 
sands, (Acts iii. 41: iv. 4. v. 14.) but only the one hundred 
and eight presbyters, mentioned Acts i.15. But (1;) it is 
evident, that the whole multitude of believers are called 
disciples, both here, ver. 7. and throughout this whole his- 
tory of 'the Acts: and, (2.) we are told, that this mul- 
titude were together: (Acts ii. 44. iv. 23. 32.) and, (3.) 
it is here noted, that the saying of the apostles was ac- 
ceptable, Ivwmov -rravTogrov 7rX//$ove, before the whole mul- 
titude. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 3. Full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom.] i.e. Oi 
the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghost, and of the gift of 
wisdom, mentioned ICor.xii. 8. So, when they had prayed, 
that God would stretch forth his hands to heal, and that signs 
arid wonders might be done by the name of Jesus, Acts iv. 
30. it is added, ver. 31. that they were filled with the Holy 
Ghost; and of Barnabas it is said, that he was full of the 
Holy Ghost and of faith, another of these gifts, 1 Cor. xii, 
9. and so, by his means, a great multitude was added to the 
Lord, Acts-xi. 24. and here, ver. 8. that Stephen, being full 
of the Holy Ghost and power, did great signs and miracles 
among the people: and these gifts of the Holy Ghost being 
given to them, not for their own use, but to profit the church 
with them, (1 Cor. xii. 7.) and so being not only qualifica- 
tions of them for, but as it were pre-elections of them to, 
some sacred functions ; (Acts xx. 28.) out of those who 
were thus endowed, they generally chose church-officers, 
and the very deacons and helps had these gifts: (Rom. 
xii. 7, 8. sec note on 1 Cor. xii. 28.) and hence the apo- 
stles here say, Look ye out men full of the Holy Ghost 
and wisdom. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 3. 6. Whom we may appoint over this business ; 
— and they laid their, hands upon them.] Here two things 
are disputed : 

First, Whether these seven were chosen and ordained 
to a civil office only, viz. that of ministering only to the 
necessities of widows and other "indigent disciples; or 
else to the sacred office of a deacon, and so empowered to 
preach the word, and baptize. Certain it is, that of these 
seven, St. Stephen did preach the word, and that Philip did 
baptize. (Acts viii. 12. 38.) But then it is said, they did 
so, not as men chosen and ordained to this office, but as 
being of the number of the seventy disciples, i% &v foav ol 
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tTTa, of whom these'seven ivere, saith Epiphanius.* And, 
indeed, the ancients seem to have been divided about this 
matter: tho council of Ncocassareaf saying expressly, 
that there ought to be but seven deacons in the great cities, 
as we learn airo rfje |3t/3Xou TU)vUp(i£zt*>v,from the Acts of 
the Apostles; and the apostles in their Constitutions,^ that 
the} r , after our Lord's ascension, had chosen SiclkSvovg tVra 
tov aptOfibv, seven deacons; of which number, Stephen was 
one : and the s} r nod in Trullo, on the other hand, saying, 
that the apostles spake not there mpl twv rote fivarriplotg 
StaKovovpivwv, of those who served at the altar, but of those 
that served ratg xp^'e ™ v rpanzttov, to the business of ta- 
bles ; but this is as true of the deacons mentioned by St. 
Paul, 1 Tim. iii. that there is not a word said of their mi- 
nistering at the altar : and it seems very unlikely, that the 
apostles would have made this one. requisite of the per- 
sons to be chosen, that they should be full of the extraordi- 
dinary gifts of the Holy Ghost, and of wisdom, if their 
office had confined them to the ministry of the widows at 
Jerusalem ; or that they, who were evangelists before, as 
Philip is expressly styled, should wholly lay aside the 
preaching of the word, and attend only on a civil office. 
(See Acts xxi. 8.) Moreover, it is certain that deacons 
were instituted before St. Paul writ the First Epistle to Ti- 
mothy ; for we have mention of them in the Epistle to the 
Philippians, writ three years before that to Timothy ; and 
they are mentioned in the advice to Timothy, not as an of- 
fice to be instituted, but as a standing office then settled in 
the church, as they must be if bishops were then so, they 
being necessary attendants on that higher function, ac- 
cording to the words of Epiphanius,§*Avev Se Siaicovov Im- 
<tko7tov aSvvarov tlvat, A- bishop cannot be without a deacon: 
Now if they were not instituted here by the apostles, I de- 
sire to know when, where, and by whom, they were insti- 
tuted, and what other record we have left us of such an 
institution of them. 

Obj. 1. Against this it is objected, first, That these seven 
are never called deacons in the whole history of the Acts 
of the Apostles, and that this name is never given either to 
St. Stephen, or to Philip the evangelist. 

Ans. But this objection can be of no strength against the 
suffrage of all antiquity, which hath still given them the 
name of deacons, seeing they have no other name ascribed 
to them in the whole Acts of the Apostles, or the sacred 
lristory; they are never called Skikovol rpawzZwv, ministers 
of tables in all the Acts, though here they are said to bo ap- 
pointed for that work : and so sailh Jerome || of the dea- 
cons of his age, that they were " mensarum et viduarum 
ministri/' the ministers ?iot only of the priests, but also of 
widows and tables. So he styles them in his Epistle to 
Evagrius, and bids them learn the reason of their institu- 
tion from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Obj. 2. It is farther objected, That in St. Paul's account 
of the deacons of the church, there is no mention of this 
part of their office to provide for widows and serve ta- 
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bles, nor any quality required of them which respects that 
office. 

I answer, That, according to this argument, should all 
that hath been said be granted, the deacons could have no 
authority to baptize, or administer cither the bread or the 
cup to tho laity, there being not one word of any such of- 
fice belonging to them in St. Paul's Epistles to Timothy, 
nor of any assistance they arc to give the bishop. 

Secondly, I answer, That as the deacons of St. Paul arc 
to be grave, and hold the faith in a good conscience, so are 
the deacons here to be men of honest report and wisdom, 
ver. 3. as they were to be approved, and then to execute the 
office of a deacon, 1 Tim. iii. 9. : so w r as it here, ver. 5, 6. 
Now men of double tongues, and given to much wine, could 
neither be men of good report, nor men of wisdom, and 
much less could they be approved as such ; so that the 
characters of the deacons here seem virtually to include all 
the characters required of them there, and two more, espe- 
cially relating to sacred offices, viz. that they should be men 
full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom; and that which St. 
Stephen doth here, and St. Philip did in preaching to the 
Samaritans, and then baptizing them, is the foundation of 
the authority given by bishops to deacons to preach the 
word, and to baptize. Moreover, their being ministers of 
tables, made them also ministers at the Agapas, where the 
bishop was to be acquainted with the necessities of the wi- 
dows and the poor, say the Apostolical Constitutions,* &a 
twv vTTjjperwv, rovriarty Sta twv Skxkovwv, by the ministers, 
that is, the deacons; and so they became attendants also on 
him, or on the president, who consecrated the eucharist, 
celebrated at the same time with these feasts of charity ; 
and so they distributed the bread and wine to the commu- 
nicants, and carried them, saith Justin Martyr,f to those 
that were absent. Hence are they styled by Ignatius J and 
Polycarp,§ not only the ministers of meats and drinks, but 
the servants of the church of God, and said to be servants 
not of men, but of God and Christ, as servants are in that re- 
lation said to serve the Lord Christ, and therefore are bid 
to do all things as to the Lord, and ?iot unto men. (Colos. iii. 
23, 24.) And Clemens of Alexandria || saith, that in the 
church the presbyters have, rfjv j3cXncunicjv tiKova, rfjv vttii- 
ptriKrjv Si ol StaKovot, the representation of those who make 
men better, and the deacons of them that serve. And, be- 
cause they performed this ministry under the inspection of 
the bishop, and gave him an account of the condition of the 
widows and the poor, and had from him, or his presbyters, 
the treasury of the church to distribute to others : therefore 
is this so often mentioned in church-history as part of the 
episcopal office, to have the care of all that are in need, as 
'Justin Martyr if saith, the presbyters and deacons doing 
this only by his authority. 

In fine, To say that Philip and others of these deacons 



* Life. ii. cap. 28. 

f Ot xdXoujbtew ffof* hpTi dtxxoVM SiXkwjj exists) rwt wafSrrito fAtraXei&tir iVo tou iu- 
XaprQbnw tLprw xal <>tnv xai £$arof , Ka) <r«V ov vafoZriv iwope^ hot. Ap. ii. 97. 

t Ouyaf jSpapt&rwy xa\ ffoTaJ* tlc-tv ftixoroi* aXX* IxxXnWaj ©lot) vmpirat. Ign. ad 
Trail, sect. 2. 

$ "Inculpati esse de-bent," &$ ©tou xal x^ktthJ Jiaxwoi, xai oix iidgofaw. Feljc. 
Epiat. ad Philip, sect. 5. 

(1 Slrom. vii. p. 700. 

% Ko* awXSf to"; a y^ti* «V* xnJs/*iv ylm&i. Just, p. 97, 98. "am x*t* t*i* oCtov 
!£«jrfay nam JioixijV&h to?; 3go/xiy«; $ta tm ir£is-&vTt£KV xal t*v diaxoW. Cae. Apoit. 
34.vid.31. 
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might preach and baptize, but not as deacons, but only as 
evangelists, is not sufficient in this case: for if they were 
all evangelists, or, as Epiphanius saith, of the seventy, 
and afterward by the apostles ordained deacons, it is 
hence evident, that they must have with this office a power 
to preach and baptize, as doubtless the evangelists and 
seventy disciples had ; and hence we find, that Philip, be- 
ing one of those seven, (Acts xxi. 8.) did both these offices 
by the direction and assistance of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 
viii. 12. 29. 40.) If they were not, yet being men full of the 
Holy Ghost, and of that wisdom which enabled them to 
teach others, we cannot reasonably conceive they were 
disabled, by their ordination to this office, from doing that 
work, for which they were thus fitted, and as it were ap- 
pointed, by these gifts of the Holy Spirit conferred upon 
them. In a word,,it is evident from this history, that be- 
fore the ordination of these deacons, the apostles them- 
selves were engaged in this work : for the treasure of the 
church was laid at the apostles' feet, and distribution of it 
was made to every man according as he had. need, (iv. 35.) 
This distribution therefore must be made by them who had 
this treasure in their hands, and therefore, they appoint 
these seven over this business to ease themselves of this 
trouble, that they might give themselves more entirely to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word, and might not, by 
attending on this work, be hindered in the execution of that 
higher office : now surely that work which the apostles per- 
sonally performed for a season, must be consistent with 
their commission, to teach and to baptize all nations. < 

[ 5 ] Ver. 6. The apostles laid their hands on them.] Here 
secmeth to be nothing in this relation which. favours the 
authority of the laity, in choosing persons to sacred offices: 
for though the choice of these seven was committed to 
them, yet was this done (1.) by the particular appoint- 
ment of the apostles themselves ; for the twelve called the 
multitude, and said to them, Look ye out seven men, ver. 
2, 3. (2.) They specify the number and the qualifications 
of the persons to be chosen to this office. (3.) They reserve 
to themselves the appointment of them to this work, say- 
ing, Look ye out seven men whom we may appoint over this 
business: and, lastly, they only laid their hands upon them. 
(See Chrysost in locum.) So in the" case of the princes, 
or rulers over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens; Moses 
saith, as here, Choose to yourselves men of wisdom and 
understanding, and known to your tribes, votashmam, and 
I will set them to be your heads: (Deut. i. 23, 24.) accord- 
ingly he both appointed them to, (ver. 25.) and instructed 
them in, the discharge of their office, (ver. 2G, 27.) 

p] Ver. 9. Certain of the synagogue of the Libertines, 
and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and them of Cilicia, and 
Asia, disputing with Stephen*,] That the word synagogue is 
to be repeated before all the places mentioned here, ap- 
pears from this ; that the Jews mention a synagogue of the 
Alexandrians at Jerusalem, as Dr. Lightfoot here noteth. 
Moreover, there being men of all thcso nations living in 
Jerusalem, and speaking their native language, and who 
yet were proselytes to the Jewish religion, (ii. 8. 11.) it is 
reasonable to conceive, that they had also synagogues for 
prayer, and hearing of the law, and pious exhortations in 
a tongue they understood. By the synagogue of these 
Libertines, some understand the Jews that were free-born, 
or had obtained the Roman freedom, as St. Paul had ; so 



Dr. Lightfoot. Others think, they were Roman servants 
who had obtained their freedom ; of f Po>juato>v direXevOtpot 
ovto) KaXovvrat, saith CEcumenius here. The first opinion 
seems to be most probable. For though Tacitus* in his 
Annals, saith, that " quatuor millia libertini generis Ju- 
daicfi superstitione infecta," four thousand Libertines, in- 
fected with the Jewish superstition, were banished into Sar- 
dinia: yet Suetoniusf saith, that -they were •* Judseorum 
juventus," the young men of the Jewish nation that were 
sent thither; and that " reliquos ejusdem gentis, aut si- 
milia sectantes urbe submovit," he only expelled the other 
Jetvs and their proselytes otit of the city; Josephus,{ that 
he commanded irav to 'IouScmcov rfjc 'Pwjuijc airArikvQi vat, all 
the Jeivs to be expelled Rome, and that four thousand of 
them were sent to Sardinia by the consuls: and Philo§ 
saith, that he suffered a great part of the city beyond Tiber 
to be inhabited by the Jews, and that these Jews, 'Potato* 
rjaav oi ttXeiovc dirzXEvQspwSivrtg, were most of them Romans 
set at liberty ; for being carried captives into Italy, they 
obtained their freedom from their masters. 

[ r ] Ver. 10. And they were not able to resist the wisdom 
with which he spake.] So exactly was the promise made 
by Christ, Matt. x. 20. Luke xxi. 15. fulfilled in St. Stephen. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 15. Saw his face as the face of an angel.] This 
expression of the shining of the face like that of an angel, 
seems to have been proverbial among the Jews : for so 
Esther speaks to Artaxerxes, I saw thee as an angel of 
God, and my heart was troubled, dirb ^ojSov rije o\J£jc gov, 
from fear of thy glory, Esth. xv. 13. And the Chaldee 
paraphrast on Cantic. i. 4. saith, When Israel made the 
calf, their visage was [black as that of an Ethiopian; but 
when they repented, and their sin was remitted, the splendour 
of the glory of their countenance teas like that of an angel. 
Now God by this splendour of St. Stephen testified his in- 
nocence, and that he was pleasing to him as Moses was, 
in that he made his face to shine as he did that of Moses. 

CHAP. VIL 

1. X HEN said the high-priest, Are these things so (as 
is suggested by these witnesses)? 

2. And he said, [*] Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken ; 
[ 2 ]The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham, 
[ 3 ] when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Char- 
ran, (Gen. xi. 33.) 

3. And said to him, Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, (who are idolaters, Josh. xxiv. 2.) and 
come into the land which I shall shew thee. 

4. Then came he (in obedience to this call) out of the 
land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt in Charran, (his father 
Terah being then with him, Gen. xi. 31.) and from thence, 
[ 4 ]when his father was dead, he (i.e. God) removed him 
into this land of Canaan, (Gen. xii. 5.) where ye now 
dwell. 

5. And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, [ 5 ] not so 
much'as to set his foot on : yet(Kcu, although) he promised 
that he would give it to him for a possession, and (that is) 
to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child. 

G. And [ 6 ] God spake on this wise, That his seed (begin- 



* Lit. ii. edit. Lips. p. 92. 

% Antiq. lib. xTJii. cap. 5. p. G23. 



t In Tib, cap. 36. 

§ Leg. ad Caium, p. 785. C. 
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ningfrom Isaac) should sojourn in a strange land ; and that 
they (among tojiom they sojourned) should bring them into 
bondage, and entreat them evil four hundred years. 

7. And (then) the nation to whom they shall be (last)in 
bondage will I judge, saith God : (Gen. xv. 14.) and after 
that shall they come forth, and (shall) [ 7 ] servo me in this 
place (i. e. in this land of Canaan). 

8. And he gave him the covenant of circumcision : and 
so Abraham ( being circumcised himself) begat Isaac, and 
circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; 
and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs. . 

9. And ( the residue of) the patriarchs, (being) moved 
with envy (by reason ofhisdream), sold Joseph into Egypt : 
but God was with him (there). fc 

10. And delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave 
him favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and (over) 
all his house. 

11. Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt 
and Canaan, and great affliction ; and our fathers found no 
sustenance. . - . 

12. But when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, 
he sent out our fathers first (ivithout Benjamin). 

13. And at the second time (when Benjamin was sent 
with them) Joseph was made known to his brethren; and 
Joseph's kindred was made known to Pharaoh. 

14. Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to 
him/ and all his kindred,^ (who with their wives were) 
[ 8 ] threescore and fifteen souls. 

15. [ 9 ] So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and 
our fathers, . ■ , . \ 

1G. And (our fathers) were carried over into Sychem, 
and (he was) laid in the sepulchre that Abraham bought 
for a sum of money (they, in the sepulchre bought) of the 
sons of Emmor the father of Sychem. 

17. But when the time of the promise drew nigh, (con- 
cerning) which God had sworn to Abraham, (Gen. xxii. 
16 — 18.) the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, 

18. Till [ 10 ] another king arose that knew not Joseph. 

19. The same (Gr. he) dealt subtilly with our kindred, 
and evil-entreated our fathers, so that they cast out their 
young children, to the end they might not live. 

' 20. In which time Moses was born, and (he) was [ a ] ex- 
ceeding fair, and nourished up in his father's house three 
months : 

21. And when he was cast out, Pharaoh's daughter took 
him up, and nourished him for her own son. 

22. And (so it came to pass, that) [ 12 ] Moses was learned 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and (he) was mighty in 
words and deeds (i. e. his words came to pass, and his 
deeds were wonderful). 

23. And when tie was full forty years old, it came into 
his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel (and 
to make himself known to them, as one appointed of God to 
be their deliverer). 

24. And (therefore) seeing one of them suffer wrong 
(from an Egyptian taskmaster), he defended him, and 
avenged him that was oppressed (by him), and smote the 
Egyptian: 

25. For he [ 13 ] supposed (that by this action) his brethren 
would have understood how that God by his hand would 
deliver them : but they understood (it) not. 



26. And the next 'day he shewed himself to them as 
they strove ( one with another), and would have set them 
at one again (i. e. made them friends), saying (to them),' 
Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to another? 

27. But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him 
away, saying, Who made thee a rnler or judge over us? 

28. Wilt thou kill me (now) as thou didst the Egyptian 
yesterday? 

29. Then fled Moses (from Egypt) at this saying, (the 
Egyptian king seeking his life on that account, Exod. ii. 15.) 
and (he) was a stranger in the land of Midian, where he 
(was married toZipporah the daughter ofJethro, and)be- 
gat two sons. 

« 30, And when forty years were expired, [ 14 ] there ap- 
peared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, an angel 
of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush (sent from the Sche- 
chinah, where God was). 

31. When Moses saw it (this angel), he wondered at the 
sight: and as he drew near to behold it, the voice of the 
Lord (from the Schechinah) came to him, » • 

32. Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and. the God of Jacob. 
Then Moses (perceiving that God himself spake to him) 
trembled, and durst not behold (the vision). 

t 33. Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from 
thy feet (in token of thy reverence to me, thus speaking to 
thee): for the place where thou standest is holy ground 
(being made so by my presence there). 

34. I have seen, I have seen the affliction of my people 
which is in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning (under 
their hard labour), and am come down to deliver them,- 
And now come, I will send thee into Egypt (to that end). % 

. 35. [ 15 ] This Moses w T hom they (formerly) refused, say- 
ing, Who made thee a ruler and a judge (over us)? the 
same (Gr. him) did God send to be a ruler and deliverer 
by the hands (or ministry) of the angel which appeared 
to him (as God's messenger) in the bush: (and) 

36. He brought them out (of Egypt), after that he had 
shewed wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the 
Red Sea, and in the wilderness (after they came from 
Egypt) forty years. , 

37. This is that Moses, who said to the children of Israel, 
(Deut. xi. 15.) [ l6 ] A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise 
up to you of your brethren, like to me ; him shall ye hear 
(which prophet was CJirist). 

38. This is he, that was in the church (or congregation) 
in the wilderness [ 17 ] with the angel that spake to him 
(from the Divine presence) in Mount Siuai, and (to) our 
fathers: [ 18 ] who received the lively oracles to give to us 
(which spake of him : 

39. This is he) to whom our fathers would not obey, but 
(they) thrust him from them, and in their hearts turned 
back again into Egypt, 

40. Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us : 
for as for this Moses, which brought us out of the land of 
Egypt, we wot not what is become of him ( and so it is no 
wonder that they will not hear God's Prophet now). 

41. [ 19 ] And they made a calf in those days, and offered 
sacrifice to the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own 
hands. 

42. [ f0 ] Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the 
host of heaven ; as it is written in the book of the prophet 
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(Amos, saying, v. 25.) O ye house of Israel, [ 21 ] have ye 
offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of 
forty years in the wilderness ? (i. e. firj Trgoar\viyKaTt, ye 
luxve not offered these things to me. 

43. Kal, But) [-] ye. took up the tabernacle of Moloch 
(i. e. the sun), and the star of your god Remphan (i. e. and 
a star to represent to you Saturn; these beingjfigures which 
you made (whereby) to worship them : and (therefore) 
I will carry you away beyond Babylon. 

44. (And s yet)[ 2ar \ our fathers had the tabernacle of wit- 
ness in the wilderness, as he (God) appointed, speaking to 
Moses, that he should make it according to the fashion that 
he had seen. 

45. Which also our fathers that came after brought in 
with Jesus (i. e. Joshua) into the possession of the gen- 
tiles, whom God drave out before the face of our fathers, 
(and this tabernacle continued Jto the days of David; 

46. Who found favour before God, and desired to find 
a tabernacle (a habitation) for the God of Jacob ( the 
father of the Israelites). 

47. But (he being a man of blood, 1 Chron. xxii. 8. his 
son) Solomon built him a house. 

48. Howbeit ( aXX, but this he did, acknowledging at the 
same time, 1 Kings viii. 27. that) the Most High dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet 
(Isaiah, Ixvi. 1. in these words, spoken from God), 

49. Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool : 
what house (then) will ye build me? saith the Lord: or 
what is the place of my rest? 

50. Hath not my hand made all these things ? (you must 
not therefore think with the heathens, I leave heaven to be 
present there, or am confined to rest in any building made 
with your hands.) 

51. Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and cars, 
ye (surely deserve more than the heattiens, uncircumcised in 
the flesh, to be excluded from God's presence and habitation; 
for ye) do always resist the Holy Ghost (the Schechinah): 

as your fathers did, so do ye. 

52. Which of the prophets (acted by that Holy Spirit) 
have not your fathers persecuted ? and (koI, yea) they have 
slain them who shewed before (by the same Spirit) of the 
coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the 
betrayers and murderers : 

53. ( Yea, you are the very same persons) [ 24 ] who have 
received the law (immediately from the mouth of God) by 
the disposition (administration) of angels, and have not 
kept it (but violated even those laws which were delivered 
from God immediately, as well as those tOhich he spake by 
the Holy Spirit in the prophets). 

54. When they heard these things, they were cut to the 
heart, and they gnashed upon him with their teeth (through 
indignation). 

55. But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up 
steadfastly into heaven, andf 25 ] saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 

56. And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of man (the Messiah) standing at the righthand of God. 

57. Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped 
their cars, and [ c6 ] ran upon him with one accord, 

58. And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: 
p] and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young 
man's feet, whose name was Saul. 

vol. v. 



59. And they stoned Stephen, f* 8 ] calling upon God, and 
saying, Lord Jesus, [^] receive my spirit. 

60. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when. he had 
said this, he f 30 ] fell asleep. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VII. 

C 1 ] Ver. 2. "AN APES, £5cX0ol, Men, brethren. Jit is cus- 
tomary with the Hebrews to add the word man, when it 
imports no more than the word to which it is annexed ; as , 
Gen. xiii.' 8. Let there be no strife between thee and me, 
for we are men, brethren: Exod. xii. 14. Wlio made thee a 
man,M prince over us? (See Gen. xxxviii. 1.) So accord- 
ingly men, brethren, occurs i. 16. ii. 29. 37. here, ver. 2. 26. 
xiii. 15. 26. xv. 13. xxii. 3. xxiii. 1. 6. xxviii: 17. so 
Matt- xiii. 28. lx®P°s avOpwirog is an enemy. (See Luke » 
xxiv. 7.) 

[ f ] The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham.] 
How God appeared to him, whether it were by a dream, 
or a vision, or an angel, the text doth not tell us; but 
this phrase, The God of glory appeared, seems to make it 
probable this was done by a voice from the Schechinah, 
or Divine presence. 

[ 3 ] When he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in 
Charran.'] Here note, that that part of Mesopotamia, 
which is next to Assyria, is called the land of the Chaldees; 
for Ur, of Chaldea, as Abarbanel observes, was in Meso r 
potamia, lying in the way from Tigris to Nisibis; and 
therefore Ammianus, lib. v. speaks of an Ur in Mesopotamia 
so situated. And Chaldea and Babylon are reckoned as 
parts of Mesopotamia, both by Josephus* and by Pliny .f 
That God appeared to Abraham, when he was in Mesopo- 
tamia, i. e. in Ur of Chaldea, before he dwelt in Haran, 
though it be not expressly said, Gen. xi. 31. yet it is to be un- 
derstood there : for Gen. xv. 7. God saith expressly to him, 
lam Jehovah, that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees; 
and Nehem. ix. 7. the Levites speak thus, Thou art the Lord, 
which did choose Abraham, and broughtest him forth out of 
Ur of the Chaldees ; and therefore it is said of the rest, 
Gen. xi. 31. that they went forth with them, that is, with 
Terah and Abraham, from Ur of Chaldea, and came to 
Haran. Yea, it is observable, that Terah is made the chief 
agent in this remove ; for he (saith the text) took Abraham 
and Lot, and went forth from Ur of the Chaldees, with an 
intention to go to Canaan ; whence we may gather, that' 
Abraham had made known God's call to him, and that he 
believed now in that God, who had thus spoken to his son. 
For what should move him to leave Ur, but obedience to 
the Divine call, which Abraham received, to which he 
would not have agreed, if he had not believed in God, as 
it is certain Lot and Sarah did, who went with them. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 4. And from thence, after his father was dead, he 
(God, by another call) removed him into the land of Ca- 
naan.] Having proved in the former note, that Abraham 
went out from Ur of the Chaldees by an especial call 
from God ; the call he received after his father's death, by 
virtue of which he removed from Charran into the land 



* XaXWft* »t*i t£Jv a%,Xm MltfWaT«/uiTaJv a-rtto-iarrm, Antiq. lib. i. cap. 8. 
t " Meiopotamia tot* Asayrioram fait ricatim dispersa prater Babylouia «1 Ni- 
oam." Plin. lib. ti. cap. 26. p. 355. Vide ibid. p. 356, 357. 
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of Canaan, must be a second call, even that mentioned 
Gen. xii. 1. Now the Lord said to Abraham, Get thee out 
of thy own country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father's house, to a land that I will shew thee. In the first 
call he is only bid to go out of his country, and from 
his kindred, which at his first removal was not completely 
done ; for Charran was in the land of Mesopotamia, as well 
as Ur, Kappa? ttJX/c Mc<ro7rora//fac, as Stephanus informs 
us : and though Nahor did not presently go along with 
his father to Haran, yet that he followed after him with all 
his family, and dwelt in Mesopotamia and in Charran, is 
evident; for Eliazer goes to Mesopotamia, to the city of 
Nahor, for Rebekah, Laban's sister, and the daughter of 
Bcthucl,the son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, (Gen. xxiv.) 
and Rebekah sent Jacob to her brother Laban to Charran. 
(Gen. xxvii. 43. see also Gen. xxviii. 10. xxix. 5.) At this 
second call therefore he is bid to depart from his country, 
where he yet was, and (from his kindred, and from his fa- 
ther's house, and) come to Lim there ; and now he leaves his 
brother Nahor, and all his father's house, behind him. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 5. Not so much as to set his foot on.] He being 
forced there to buy a burial-place, that he might bury his 
dead out of his sight. (Gen. xxiii. 3, 4. 16.) 

[°] Ver. G. God said, Tliat his seed should sojourn in a 
strange land, and that they should bring them into bondage, 
and entreat them evil four hundred years.*] This four hun- 
dred years cannot respect their sojourning in Egypt, for that 
was only two hundred and fifteen years, as both Josephus* 
and the Scriptures testify ; and so four hundred and thirty 
years after the promise made to Abraham, leaving Charran 
to go into the land of Canaan; for that two hundred and 
fifteen years after that promise they went down to Egypt, is 
thus demonstrated: — Abraham was seventy-five years old 
when he went from Haran to Canaan, and received the pro- 
mise of that land, (Gen. xii. 4. 7.) and from that time to the 
birth of Isaac, when Abraham was one hundred years old, 
(Gen. xxi. 5.) is twenty-five years : from the birth of Isaac 
to that of Jacob was sixty years, for Isaac was sixty years 
old when Rebekah bore him: (Gen. xxv. 26.) from Jacob's 
birth to his descent into Egypt was, as he saith to Pharaoh, 
one hundred and thirty years : (Gen. xlvii. 9.) which sums 
put together make two hundred and fifteen years, and so 
their stay in Egypt two hundred and fifteen years more, 
makes exactly four hundred and thirty years. Some there- 
fore well observe, that they sojourned not only in Egypt, 
but before in Canaan, wg lv y# aXkorpla, as in a strange land. 
Hence the whole land of Canaan is styled, the land in which 
they were irapotKoi, strangers, or sojourners, Gen. xvii. 8. 
xxvi. 3. xxxv. 27. Exod. vi. 4. Psal. cv. 12. and the au- 
thor to the Hebrews saith, they dwelt in Canaan as in a 
strange land, xi. 9. (See the note there.) Their evil treat- 
ment here, and their bondage in Egypt, saith the text, shall 
be four hundred years : these years some reckon from the 
birth of Isaac, from which time to their deliverance out of 
Egypt was four hundred and five years ; they therefore tell 
us, that the five odd years are not mentioned, no notice 
being taken of small broken numbers : for thus, say they, 
the Greek interpreters, being seventy-two, are called the 
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seventy ; and the Roman writers call them centumviri, who 
were in all one hundred and five; and Moses, Numb. xi. 
21. saith, the Israelites were six hundred thousand, when 
they were three thousand fivo hundred and fifty above that 
number, as appears from Numb. i. 4G. ii. 32. But -others 
begin tho account from the time when Ishmael tho son of 
Hagar mocked Isaac, Gen. xxi, 9. for that it was done 
when Isaac was w T eaned, we read ver. 8. and that this was 
when he ^yas five years old, St. Jerome* doth inform us from 
some of the Jews, and this mocking is by St. Paul styled 
persecution, Gal, iv. 39. Now from this time to the de- 
liverance of the children of Israel out of Egypt is exactly 
four hundred years, and from this time began the evil treat- 
ment of his seed. Some, I know, begin the computation of 
the four hundred and thirty years, from the first call of 
Abraham from Ur of the Chaldees ; but since the Holy 
Scripture' hath given us no intimation of the age of Abra- 
ham when he went from Ur of the Chaldees to Charran, 
nor of the time of his stay there, this computation is upon 
both these accounts precarious; and the Scriptures being 
so express in saying, Abraham w T as seventy-five years old 
when he left Charran to go into Canaan the land of promise, 
if the Holy Ghost designed to .give us any chronological 
account of these matters, it seems more naturally to direct 
us to the time assigned by these years, than to the time of 
which it hath not given us any character at all : and though 
the Scripture doth not tell us the exact time when Isaac 
was weaned ; yet, since it tells us the child was grown up, 
or increased, Gen. xxi, 8. and was playing with Ishmael, 
ver. 9. hence it is probable that the tradition of the Jews, 
mentioned by Jerome, that Isaac was five years old when he 
was weaned, may be true. . ! 

[ 7 ] Ver. 7. And serve me in this place.] This is not said 
expressly, Gen. xv. but ver. 16. it is said, that in the fourth 
generation they shall come forth and return hither, which 
seems equivalent to this expression. This seems prefer- 
able to the exposition of some, who refer this to what is 
said Exod. iii. 12. four hundred years after, viz. ye shall 
serve me in this mount, that being Mount Sinai in Arabia, 
and not the place or land where St. Stephen was when he 
spake these worcis, 

[ 8 ] Ver. 14. 'Ev xfwxalc lj3Sop/»covra~7rlvr€, Threescore and 
fifteen souls.] The Hebrew text reckoned them only seventy, 
Gen. xlvi. 27. Deut. x.22, but the Septuagint, adding five 
sons of Ephraim and Manasseh, born in Egypt, from 
1 Chron. vii. make them seventy-five; both which, for any 
thing I can see to the contrary, may be true: for, mark the 
way of counting in the Hebrew, All the souls that came into 
Egypt with Jacob from his loins were sixty-six; and then 
ver. 27. it is said, that to Joseph tvas born in Egypt two 
souls; and then it is again said, that aft the house of Jacob 
which came into Egypt (viz. if you add to them Jacob, Jo- 
seph, and his two sons) were seventy souls. So also say 
the Septuagint, ver. 2G. All tho souls going with Jacob into 
Egypt were sixty-six, as the Hebrew said; then, ver. 27. 
the sons of Joseph were, w r ith himself and father Jacob, 
nine, viz. five being descended from Ephraim and Manas- 
seh, ver. 20. so that all the souls of the house of Jacob going 
down into Egypt, if you add these nine to them, are seventy- 



* "Inler Ilebncos autem varia opinio csl asserenlibas nliis quinlo anno ablanta- 
tlonis Icropuj ilalalum." Qaxsl, in Gen. lorn. ii. 
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five: Moses saith, all the souls that he had reckoned were 
seventy: but he says not there were no more; the Septua- 
gint add the names of five more, and then say, that all the 
names they had reckoned ivere seventy-five: nor can the 
names they Have reckoned be disproved, for we find them 
in the book of Chronicles : so that I sec no cogent reason 
why the Hebrew, the Septuagint, and St. Stephen, may not 
all speak the truth. 

But, secondly, the texts both in the Hebrew and the 
Greek, seem plainly to hint another solution; for Gen. 
xlvi. 26. All the souls that came into Egypt from the loins 
qf Jacob, besides Jacob's sons' wives, were sixty and six; 
add to these the wives of his eleven sons, and they made 
seventy and seven ; take from them Hezron and Hamul,[not 
yet born, and they were only seventy-five. Now it was the 
design of Moses only to give an account of those that came 
out of Jacob's loins, as it is said, ver. 6 — 8. 26. and there- 
fore he excepts their wives out of his catalogue of sixty-six, 
and makes them up seventy, as before, ver. 27. But Ste- 
phen undertakes only to tell ns the number of those that 
Joseph called into Egypt, viz. his father, koI traaav <rvyy(vuav 
avrov, and all his kindred. Some therefore of the list of 
Moses must be left out of St. Stephen's number, wz. 
Joseph and his two sons, who were there already, Hezron 
and Hamul, who were not yet born, and "Jacob, whom he 
reckons apart; that is, take out these six from the seventy, 
and their remain sixty-four; which with the eleven wives 
of his sons are seventy-five. Now that these wives were 
a part of those that were called by Joseph, is certain, be- 
cause he called Jaco& and his household, and all that he had, 
Gen. xlv. 11. He sent tvaggons for their wives, ver. 19. 
and the sons of Jacob carried their wives in them, xlvi. 5. 
And therefore Josephus* gives us the words of Joseph 
thus, Bring your wives, and your little ones, and all your 
kindred hither. And that the words avyytvtis and crvyylvzia 
belong to wives, we learn from Lev. xviii. 14. xx. 20. Josh. 
vi.23. as well as from Josephus. 

p] Ver. 15. So Jacob went down into Egypt and died, he 
and our fathers : Ver. 16. and were carried over into Sychem, 
and were laid in the sepulchre that Abraham bought for a 
sum of money of the sons ofEmmor, the father of Sychem.'] 
These words have in them many difficulties, I will begin 
with the easiest of them. And, 

First, That 'E/xfibp tov Svxfc, is well rendered the father 
of Sychem; and that the Greek bears this interpretation, is 
proved, note on Luke xxiv. 1. 

Secondly, It is evident, that Jacob was buried with his 
fathers, Abraham and Isaac, in the cave of Machpelah. 
For thus he speaks to Joseph, I will lie with my fathers, 
and thou shalt bury me in their burial-place ; (Gen. xlvii. 
30.) and accordingly we read, that Joseph buried him in the 
cave of Machpelah, Gen. 1. 13. Hence then it is* certain, 
that it cannot be said of Jacob, that he was carried into 
Sychem, and buried there. 

Thirdly, I add, that only Jacob was there buried, and 
that all the rest of the patriarchs were translated to Sychem, 
and buried there. That Jacob only, of all here mentioned, 
was buried there, is evident from an old tradition of the 



* Axrrh U roZrcv, ndl yirtaX**s vfAtrifas, xail rim/a not irafai vrtr evyyintav £/*»* Aw- 
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Jews, mentioned by Jerome,* Hegesippus,f and R. Sol. 
Jarchi ;f that Hebron was called Kiriath-Arba, the city 
of the four, because four patriarchs, viz. -Adam, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, were buried there : and from the obser- 
vation of the cabalists, that in the word bwW 1 is contained 
by itose Theboth all that were buried in Hebron ; to wit, 
Isaac and Jacob, | Adam, Abraham, 
Sarah, Leah. 

• ' Rebekah, | 

As for the patriarchs, styled here our fathers, that they 
being dead, were carried to Sychem, is here said in express 
words. And St. Jerome,§ giving us a description of the 
travels of Paula through the holy land, saith, She came to 
Sychem, " atque inde divertens vidit duodecim patriarcha- 
rum sej>ulcrdL,"andpassing thence she saw the sepulchres of 
the twelve patriarchs, they being buried, not in, but near to 
Sychem. (Josh. xxiv. 32.) That Moses took the bones of 
Joseph with him when he went out of Egypt, as he had 
charged his brethren to do when God brought them thence, 
Gen. 1. 25. we readExod. xiii.19. that is, the children of 
Israel did it by his command, Josh, xxiv, 32. And R. 
Solomon on Exod. xiii. 19. saith, we may learn from this 
very place, that the bones of all the patriarchs were brought 
tip with him: and this will appear very probable, 
, First, Because the same cause that moved Joseph to de- 
sire burial in the land of Canaan, could not but move all his 
brethren'to desire the like, they having the same faith in 
the promise, and the same interest in the land, and so the 
same principles to move them to desire it that Joseph had. 

Secondly, The rest of the tribes bore the same honour to 
their patriarch that the tribe of Joseph did to him ; and 
therefore they must be as much concerned to preserve their 
bones to be carried out of Egypt with them. And seeing 
Jacob their father was so concerned to be buried, not in 
Egypt, but in the land of promise, (Gen. xlvii. 30.) and Jo- 
seph to have his bones carried from thence into it from the 
same faith, (Heb. xi. 22.) who can imagine that the twelve 
fathers of the church of Israel, and heirs of the land of Ca- 
naan, should be left in the land of bondage, and not interred 
in their own land ? 

Moreover, that their bones were buried in Sychem, with 
the bones of Joseph, may be made probable from these 
considerations: 

First, That though Joseph's bones were brought up with 
them out of Egypt, they were not buried till Joshua had di- 
vided tho land among them, and had called all Israel to 
Sychem, to renew the covenant Gpd made with their fa- 
thers ; for then only it is said, the bones of Joseph which the 
children of Israel brought out of Egypt they buried in Sy- 
chem. Either then they buried the bones of the other pa- 
triarchs at the same time, or not at all; for we read nothing 
of their doing it in any other assembly, at any other time* or 
place, and so may reasonably conceive, that as they were 
removed at the same time, so likewise were they buried. 

Secondly, There were but two places assigned of the bu- 
rial of the other patriarchs ; one by Josephus, who saith, 
they were buried in Hebron; the other by St. Jerome and 



* "Qnia ihid. Abraham, et Isaao, et Jacob conditus est, et ipse Princeps humani 
generis Adam." Qa, ct Trad, in Gen, F. 74. G. 

t In Descript. Terne Sane I x. % In Gen. xxiii. 

$ Epitaph. Paul. torn. i. F. 62. 1. 
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It. Solomon, that they were buried in Sychem. Now that 
they were not buried by Joshua in Hebron, we have great ■ 
reason to believe : • 

• First, Because we do not read that Joshua ever came to 
Hebron, but to destroy the city. Secondly, From the tra- 
ditions already produced, that it was called Kiriath-Arba, 
because the four great patriarchs only were buried in it. 
And, thirdly, from the places where Josephus saith the 
contrary; for in his second book of Antiquities, chap. 4. 
he hath many other idle talcs, which may cause us to sus- 
pect this ; and in his book of the Jewish Wars, he begins 
the story thus, MvQzvovm* They of Hebron tell a tale so 
and so, koi Sdicwai, and they shew their sepulchres to this day, 
■iravv ieaA?jc papnapov teal ^tAoT^cwe ftpyaa/ulva, wrought curi- 
ously in fine marble, and a tree that had stood there from the 
creation. So that if you will believe Josephus here, you 
must believe they had sepulchres of fine marble curiously 
wrought ; and then how wonderful is it that St. Jerome,f 
giving us what was chiefly observable in every place that 
Paula came at, saith only, that she came to Hebron, that is, 
Kiriath-Arba, " id est, oppidum quatuor virorum, Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, et Adam;" that is, to the town of the 
four patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Adam ; and 
bringing her from Hebron to Sychem, should tell us, she 
-saw the sepulchres of the patriarclis there, not only being 
silent as to these curious marble sepulchres, but contra- 
dicting Josephus in the whole story. 

Now if these things are duly fixed, it is necessary, cither 
to say with the great Bochart, that some unskilful gramma- 
rian thinking a nominative cause was wanting before the 
word ivT/o-crro, was bought, wrote in the margin the w'ord 
y Afipaan, which others put into the text, without which the 
words run thus with the exact truth; So Jacob went down 
into Egypt and died (there) ; he, and our fathers, and they 
(viz. our fathers) were carried over into Sychem, and laid in 
the sepulchre that was bought for a sum of money of the sons 
ofEmmor, the father of Sychem. For that Jacob bought 
of the sons of Hamor, the father of Sychem, a field near 
Sychem,ybr a hundred kesita, we read Gen. xxxiii.19. and 
that kesita is to be rendered pieces of money, he proves in 
Hieroz. lib. ii. cap/43, where he treats largely on this verse : 
the only objection against this conjecture, which makes the 
words so plain, is this, that it is not supported by any co- 
pies or versions, and on this account it seems necessary to 
admit of the sense given in the paraphrase ; viz. 

Ver. 15. And Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, 
and our fathers. 

. Ver. 16. And (our fathers) were carried over into Sy- 
chem, and they were laid (Jacob) in the sepulchre that 
Abrahambought for a sum of money (they in the sepulchre 
bought) of the sons of Emmor the father of Sychem. 

In which paraphrase there be three ellipses of words to 
be repeated from the former words, but they are such as 
may be often met with both in the Old and the New Tes- 
tament; as, v. g. Psal. exxxiii. 3. As the dew of Herman 
(and as the dew) which fell upon the hills of Zion ; for 
Hennon and Zion were far asunder; Ecclcs. x. 1. As dead 
flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a 
stinking savour, so a little folly (causcth) a man of repu- 
tation for wisdom and honour (to become unsavoury). See 



Lib. 



t Ubi sapra, E, 



Numb. xxvi. 4. In the New Testament we have the like 
examples : so, 2 Thess.ii. 7. He that letteth (will let) till he 
be taken away; John ix. 3. Neither hath he sinned, nor his 
parent$,(so that he should be born blind on that account, 
ver. 2.) 1 John ii. 19. But (they went out from us) that it 
might appear they werenot of its. (Sec Glass, lib. iv. de 
Figuris Gram, tract. 2. from Observ. 8. to the 13th.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 18. There arose another king who knew not Jo- 
seph.'] As it might very well be ; this happening one hun- 
dred and thirty-five years after the coming of the children 
of Israel into Egypt ; for they went out of it eighty years 
after, when Moses was so old, and this happened sixty* 
four years after the death of Joseph ; so that the king 
reigning at that distance, might know little of, and less re- 
gard, the good deeds Joseph had done for Egypt. 

[ n ] Ver. 20. And Moses was aaruog ry Bz$,. exceeding 
fairJ] The word God being added to increase the signifi- 
cation ; so Nineveh is called 7roXig /uyaArj r$ 9e£, an ex- 
ceeding great city, John iii; 3. so o7rXa Suvara r$ Gccf, 
2 Cor. x.4. are very strong weapons: so cedars of God, i. e. 
goodly cedars, Psal. Ixxx. 10. mountains of God, Psal. 
xxxvi. 7. i. e. great mountains. '(See Glass, tract, l.de 
Nom. can. 17. sect. 3.) With this great beauty of Moses, 
the ancient heathens were acquainted : for Justin out of 
Trogus saith,* that " eum formse pulchritudo commenda- 
bat," the gracefulness of his countenance recommended him to 
others: and Huetiusf shews that the whole story of Adonis 
hid by Venus in an ark and delivered to Proserpina, be- 
cause she admired the great beauty of the infant, was 
framed out of this story of Moses, 

P'J Ver. 22. And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians, and was mighty in word and deed.] Like to 
this saying is that of Lucian, % of an Egyptian priest skilled 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. But what this learning 
of the Egyptians then was, it is not easy to define ; I sup- 
pose with the Pseudo-Justin,^ that it might be astronomy, 
astrology, and geometry ; to which you may add, from Cle- 
mens of Alexdin&rid.,\\skill in physic; but whereas Philo *f 
adds, arithmetic, music, hieroglyphical learning, and saith, 
tjjv Si aX\r\v lyKVKXtov iraiBdav zXkrivtg c&Schtkov, that the 
Greeks, sent for into Egypt for that purpose, taught him the 
liberal sciences, he is utterly out ; for the Greeks had no 
learning till long after the time of Moses, as Clemens 
Alexandrinus,** Josephus,tt an dmany others testify; and 
what they had, was at first borrowed from other nations : 
Moses, saith Josephus,£t being older, not only than their 
learning, but even than their laws and gods. 

ps] Ver. 25. He supposed that his brethren would have 
understood how that God, by his hand, would deliver them.] 
Two things are here fit to be inquired into, viz. by what 
authority or right Moses slew the Egyptian, and what rea- 
son he had to expect the people should understand that 
God designed him for their deliverer ? The Jewish histo- 
rians will give us a very easy solution to these difficulties; 



* Cap. 36. 2. t Dcmoostr. Evang. prop. iv. cap. 4. p. 113. 

j Mtfx^tmi avnp TaS? Ir^eUv yfafXfxarixv Bavf*a<rtev rr,v ff*plai t xat tsj wathtav ira<r«v 
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for their priests, saith Clemens of Alexandria,* declared, 
that Moses slew the Egyptian with a word, and so gave 
them a miracle to prove his mission, and so then he must 
be killed by him, who is the Lord of life and death. Jose- 
phiis also saith expressly,t that God appeared toAmram, 
the father of Moses, as he was praying to him for the af- 
flicted Jews, and told him. Thy son now in the womb of thy 
wife shall escape the hands of the Egyptians, and to fxlv 
lj3paTov yivvog tjjc nap Atyvirrlovg avayKt)Q atroXiti, shall de- 
liver the Hebrews from the afflictions of the Egyptians; and 
that to confirm this vision his wife brought him forth with- 
out any pain. He also adds, that a celebrated prophet 
among the Egyptians declared, that a Hebrew should be 
born then, who should afflict the Egyptians ; and when Mo- 
ses was grown up, counselled the king of Egypt to destroy 
him, saying, that by killing him he would free the Egyptians 
from fear, and cut off the hopes of the Hebrews.% But not 
to' depend on "these things, the Jerusalem Talmud declares^ 
that Moses slew the Egyptian by the spirit of prophecy, or 
that he did it by an extraordinary impulse from God ; and 
Maimonides§ makes this action one degree of prophecy, 
and thus (as Stephen saith) it came into his heart (from 
God) to visit his brethren; (ver. 23.) and indeed otherwise 
he could not have justified this fact to God and his own 
conscience. Now Moses knowing what an extraordinary 
person he had been in words and deeds, (ver.22.) and what 
had been declared of him to his father, and by this action 
working deliverance to one of them, might justly hope they 
would look upon him as one appointed by God to be their 
deliverer. For to be Swarbg. lv \6yoig, may well signify 
one that is endued with the spirit of prophecy, \6yog aofytag 
xalyvwatwQ, being frequently used to signify some extraor- 
dinary knowledge and wisdom, and the person gifted with 
them being, by Clemens Rom.|| styled 6 Swarbg yvwaiv 
iZumlv, a man able to declare this knowledge; and then 
Swarbg lv tpyotg will signify a man "of extraordinary and 
miraculous performances. 

[ u ] Ver. 30. There appeared to him in the wilderness of 
Mount Sinai the angel of the Lord in aflame of fire in a 
bush.'] That God himself was gloriously present here, at- 
tended with his holy angels as his ministers, of which one 
appeared in the bush, and was by God employed in form- 
ing the voice by which he spake to him, is evident, (1.) from 
the express assertion of Christ, viz. that 6 Qwg, God spake 
to Moses in the bush : (Mark xii. 2G.) so Moses himself in- 
forms us, when he prays, Deut. xxxiii. 1G. that the blessing 
of him that appeared in the bush might fall upon the head of 
Joseph, that is, saith Onkelos, of him whose majesty dwells 
in the heavens, and was revealed to Moses in the bush; saith 
B. Uziel, of him who made the glory of his Divine majesty 
dwell in the bush. (2.) This appears from the words here 
spoken, saith Stephen, by the voice of the Lord, I am the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, I have heard the afflic- 
tion of my people, I will send thee into Egypt ; and also 
from the words in Exodus, for there Moses, who went 
boldly towards the angel to see that great sight, when God 
said, I am the God of Abraham, trembled, and durst not be- 
hold, Exod. iii. G. being afraid to look upon God ; and 
ver. 13. Moses said to God, What is thy name? and God 
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answers, I AM, and bids him say, I AM, and the God of 
your fathers, hath sent me to you. And, lastly, if these names 
could belong to a created angel, I would gladly know how 
Christ received amore excellent name than the angels, as we 
read, Heb. i. 4. So that God was here present, as the chief 
person speaking to Moses, the angel only as his minister 
and his attendant. (See the note on John i. 1 .) 

* [ 15 ] Ver. 35. This Moses whom they refused.] For though 
only one of them said to him, Wlio made thee a ruler or 
judge over us?, yet that one is thought to have been a, ruler 
of a tribe, and so to have spoken in the name of the rest. 
Moreover, none of them acknowledged him as one by God 
appointed to be their Prince and Saviour out of the hands 
of the Egyptians; (ver. 27.) and therefore it is said, that 
-tipvyaavTo, they denied him, as the Jews are said to deny that 
Jesus whom they would not acknowledge. (See the note 
on iii. 14.) 

[ 16 ] Ver. 37. A Prophet shall the Lord — raise up to you, 
&c] See note on iii. 22. 

[ 1? ] Ver. 38. With the angel that spoke to him in Mount 
Sinai.] Perhaps the same angel which appeared to him as 
an attendant on the Divine Majesty in the bush, for though 
the law was given by the disposition of angels, ver. 53. (of 
which place see the note on John i. 1. Heb. ii. 2.) yet seems 
there to have been a principal angel (perhaps Michael their 
prince, Dan. x. 21.) who attended upon Moses and the 
children of Israel, and who is therefore styled by God, my 
angel: so, Exod. xxiii. 23. My angel shall go before thee, 
that is, saith Baal-Hatturim, Michael, my peculiar angel: 
so also xxxii. 34. This Moses owns by saying, Numb. 
xx. IG. When we cried to the Lord — he sent an angel, and 
hath brought us forth out of Egypt, that is, Michael the 
prince, say the Jews, and therefore he saifh, I am come, as 
captain of the host of the Lord, Josh. v. 14. which is the 
title of Michael, Dan. x. 13. but this is not so to be under- 
stood as to exclude the presence of God himself, for this 
angel was sent from the Schechinah or Divine presence, 
which was in the pillar of the cloud. 

[ 18 ] WJio received \6yta Zwvra, the lively oracles to give 
to us.] The law of Moses is here styled, the lively oracles, 
not because they were able £o>o7rou7v, to give life, for that 
' St. Paul expressly denies, Gal; iii. 21. calling this law the 
ministry of death and condemnation,, 2 Cor. iii. G. 9. but 
because they were oracles, proceeding, not from dumb 
idols, but from the living God, and promising a prosperous 
and happy life in Canaan, to all that obeyed them, (Lev. 
xviii. 5. Deut. xv. 16. xxxii. 47.) on which account this 
word is styled, Heb. iv. 12. \6yog ?wvroc Biov, the word of 
the living God, and 1 Pet. i. 23. the living word of God, as 
being quick and vigorous in its operations. (See the note 
on Heb. iv. 12.) 

[ 19 ] Ver. 41. And they made a calf in those days, and 
offered sacrifice to the idol.'] Here note, 

First, That the calf worshipped by the Jews is expressly 
called an idol, and they who worshipped it are expressly 
styled idolaters, 1 Cor. x. 7. and with good reason, be- 
cause they changed the image of the incorruptible God into 
the similitude of a calf, Psal. cvi. 19, 20. Note, 

Secondly, That the worship performed by them to this • 
golden calf, was worship directed by them to the true God, 
viz. to that God which brought them from the land of 
Egypt; for when they had made them a. molten calf, they 
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said, This is thy God, which brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, Nehem. ix. 18. 

Nor can w6 otherwise conceive, if we consider, (1.) that 
by this God they could not possibly intend to signify tho 
very image they had made, there being nothing more re- 
pugnant to common sense, and more irrationally stupid, 
than to conceive that what they made tho other day, was 
both their maker and preserver, whilst it was nothing in 
the world ; and that it gave them power, before it was in 
being : men may assert such things, who have no other re- 
fugo or defence, but cannot possibly believe themselves in 
what they so wildly do affirm. (2.) They could not be con- 
ceived to affirm, that this God, who brought them out of 
the land of Egypt, was the Egyptian Serapis ; for then they 
must imagine, that this Egyptian god wrought all the mi- 
racles they saw done in Egypt upon those that owned and 
worshipped him, in favour of those persons, who did not 
own him for a god, but looked upon him as a devil, and 
that he did inflict the heaviest judgments upon them that 
feared him, and shewed the greatest kindness unto those 
that feared him not, by separating betwixt them and the 
Egyptians, and not permitting any of his judgments to 
molest or touch them. They must believe that the Egyp- 
tian Serapis had enjoined them to abstain from all thoge 
modes of worship, with which he was served in Egypt, as 
an abomination to him ; for in the day that lie lifted up his 
hand unto them to bring them forth of the land of Egypt, — 
then said he unto them, Cast away every man the abomina- 
tions of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols of 
Egypt, I am theLordyour God,Ezek. xx. 6, 7. Lastly, They 
must believe that he, who executed his judgments on the 
Egyptian gods, was the Egyptian god, and that the God of 
the Hebrews, who said, Let my people go, that they may 
'serve me, Exod. vii. 1. was the god of Egypt, and that he, 
who wrought those miracles unto this end, that the Egyp- 
tians might know that he was the Lord, Exod. xiv. 18. was 
he whom the Egyptians owned as their god ; all which 
deductions are too absurd to be believed. Moreover, (1.) 
the reason why they desired the making of this god to go 
before them, is delivered thus, Up, make us gods which shall 
go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us 
up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not tvhat is become of 
him, Exod. xxxii. 1. And from these words it is apparent, 
that the want of Moses was the only cause why they re- 
quired this golden calf to go before them. Now it is cer- 
tain, they esteemed not Moses to be God, but only one 
who represented God, and who declared his mind unto 
them ; on which account God himself saith, that he should 
be to Aaron instead of God, Exod. iv. 1C. and therefore it 
is also certain, that they desired only some other repre- 
sentative of God, which Aaron might consult to know the 
mind of God. (2.) Here they expressly do acknowledge 
that Moses brought them out of the land of Egypt, i. e. the 
God of Moses did so: Now' they all knew the true Je- 
hovah was that God, whom Moses taught them to adore, 
and that the God of Moses was not that calf, which he 
knew nothing of, nor that Egyptian Apis, which ho had so 
much opposed and vilified: when therefore they affirm at 
the beholding of this calf, Tliese are thy gods, this affirma- 
tion must be supposed consistent with their former words, 
which do acknowledge that the God of Moses brought them 
forth, &c. Now since the golden calf, or the Egyptian 



Apis, was not, oven in the apprehension of these men, 
the God of Moses, these words, viz. These are thy gods, 
cannot bo spoken of the calf, or the Egyptian Apis, and 
therefore must bo understood of him, who was indeed the 
God of Moses, and so must signify, This is the sign, this is 
the representation qf that God whicli brought us forth, &c. 
Again, this wo may gather from the feasts they consecrated, 
for Aaron doth expressly say it was a feast to Jehovah; 
whereas had it been really intended as an honour done to 
the Egyptian demons, it cannot be [conceived that Aaron 
would both give unto these devils the proper and incom- 
municable name of God, and also offer sacrifice to devils. 
He therefore, whom he called Jehovah, and to whom he 
offered those peace-offerings, was he who truly bears that 
name. And, (3.) this is plain from St. Stephen's words, 
ver. 41, 42. And they made a calf in those days, and offered 
sacrifice unto idols, and rejoiced in the works qf their ozvn 
hands; then God turned, and gave them up to worship the 
host of heaven : for it is observable, that the idolatry of the 
calf was distinct from the other heathen idolatry/ this be- 
ing the punishment of the other, and only a consequent of 
that, for then God turned, and gave them up to worship the 
host of heaven. Since then the worship of Osiris under the 
species of a golden bull, and of, the Egyptian Apis in the 
symbol of a living calf, was really the worship of the sun 
and moon, as the great Selden* doth inform us, it follows, 
that when they worshipped the golden calf, they were not 
given up unto the worship of Osiris, or the Egyptian Apis, 
which were adored by the Egyptians as the most glorious 
part of all the host of heaven. 

Hence then it must demonstratively follow, that the wor- 
ship of the true God in an image, or material representa- 
tion, is, in the Scripture sense, idolatry. 

Ver. 40. 'O yap Mwtrijc ovroc ovk otSa/itv, As for this3Ioses.'] 
This construction occurs often both in the Old and New 
Testament: so Psal. xi. 4. Jehovah in the heavens is his 
throne; Kvptog iv ovpavy 6 SpovogavTov. LXX. Psal. xviii. 
30. 6 Seog jjiov a/Kty/iogri bSbg avrov, ets for God, his way is 
perfect; Psal. civ. 17. The stork, the fir-trees are his house. 
(See Eccles. ii. 14. Hos. xii. 2. Nah. i. 3.) So Matt. xxi. 42. 
XiOov ov aTreSoKtfiaaav ovtoq, as for the stone which the build- 
ers refused, it is become the head corner-stone: see also Rev. 
ii. 26. and the note on 1 John ii. 27. teal v/iug rb xP f/ff ^ a * 
IXafiere air avrov, &C. 

[ 20 ] Ver. 42. Then God gave them up to worship the host 
of heavenJ] i. e. From their worshipping him in images 
against his command, he suffered them to proceed to wor- 
ship the creature instead of the Creator: see note on Rom. 
i. 21. 24. Tlie invention of idols (i. e. images, saith the 
book of Wisdom) was the beginning of fornication, i. e. 
idolatry: (see note on John viii. 41.) and therefore God is 
said to have given this host of heaven to the heathens to wor- 
ship, tic SprjtTKsfov Km TrpoGKweiv wg&tovg. See Drus. and the 
Septuagint, Deut. iv. 19. Just. M. Dial. p. 274. Clem. Alex. 
Strom, p. 609. B. viz. He suffered them to proceed to that 
more vile idolatry in punishment of their worship of him 
by images. And to this alludes that of the Septuagint, 
Hos. xiii. 4. God gave not the host of heaven to you, iropev- 
6<r$ai Mau) avT&v, to go after them, but sent his prophets to 
forbid it, which he did not to the heathen world. 

* Lib. do Dlis Syris, cap. 4. 
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CHAP. VII.] 

[ M ] Have ye offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices by 
the space of forty years in the wilderness?'] This question 
is a strong negative, importing, that though they really did 
offer sacrifices, as he had commanded ; yet did he not ac- 
cept or look upon them as offered to him. The expres- 
sion is like that of the prophet Zachary, vii. 5. When ye 
fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh montlis, these se- 
venty years, did ye at all fast to me, even to me ? And this is 
here denied, 

First, Because God will accept of no worship as done 
unto him, which is not done unto him alone ; and when any 
other is worshipped with him, he looks upon himself as 
not worshipped at all. So of those nations which came 
from Assyria into the cities of Samaria, it is said, 2 Kings 
xvii. 33. they feared the Lord, and served their own gods; 
and then it is added, ver. 34. that they feared not the Lord. 

Secondly, Because God will not own any worship as 
performed to him, whilst men continue in their disobedience 
to .his laws, and in their hearts depart from him, and incline 
to a worship he approves not of; thus the Jews in Zachary 
are said, not to fast to him, because they would not hearken 
to or obey his words, (ver. 8.) and he is said to have been 
angry with them in the wilderness forty years, because they 
erred from him in their hearts, Psal. xcv. 10. that is, saith 
the Chaldee, they had their idols in their hearts. And the 
Samaritans are said to worship they know not what) John 
iv. 22. because they did not worship him according to his 
will revealed in his word. (See the note there.) 

p 2 ] Ver. 43. Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and 
the star of your god Remphan, figures which you made to 
worship them, &c] Here note, 

First, That these words are taken from Amos v. 26. 
where the words in our translation are, Ye have borne the 
tabernacle of your Moloch, and Chiun your images, the star 
of your god. Note, , ' 

Secondly, That these words of the prophet axe by St. 
Stephen produced to prove, that God gave them up to wor- 
ship the host of heaven, as the punishmentof their worship- 
ping of the golden calf; even as God is said to have given 
up the heathens to uncleanness and vile affections, Rom. i. 
24. 26. as the punishment of their former idolatry, ver. 
21.23. So that the gods here mentioned must belong to 
the host of heaven. Note, 

Thirdly, That Moloch is thought to be the sun, for the 
whole east did worship the sun and moon as the king and 
queen of heaven; and interpreters almost generally agree, 
that Baal, Bel, or Belus, so often mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures as worshipped by the heathens, is the sun, or lord of 
heaven. Now Baal the lord, and Moloch the king, of hea- 
ven, is the same. So Eusebius* tells us of the Phoenicians 
out of Sanchoniathon, that when drought happened, they 
did rac X**P a G opiyuv tig ovpavovg irpbc rbv "HAiov. tovtov 
yap (prim Ozbv iv6fitZov fiovov ovpavov Kvptov BuXvafxtv kcl- 
Xouvt£c> lift up their hands to heaven to the sun, whom they 
owned as the only lord of heaven, calling him Beelsamen, 
that is, the lord of heaven; and Damasciust in Photius 
saith, the Syrians and Phoenicians rov Kp6vov*H\ koI BfjX 
*7rovoixaZov<Ti, call Saturn El and Bel ; and ScrviusJ upon 
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Virgil says, That the sun and Saturn were worshipped by 
the Assyrians and the Africans under the name of Bel. 
See for the farther proof of this, Voss. de Idol. lib. ii. cap. 
4. Spencer de Ritibus Hebr. p. 551. 

As for the other word Chiun, changed by the Septuagint 
into a name better known, viz. Rephan or Remphan, Vojs- 
sius thinks it signifies the moon, ibid. cap. 23. But Aben- 
Ezra on the place informs us, that it signifies Saturn, and 
that with great probability, Saturn* bearing that name, say 
the learned, in the Arabian and Persic tongues ; and in 
the Egyptian alphabet, 'Frj<f>av is Saturn. Note, 

Fourthly, That to Moloch is ascribed succoth, a taber- 
nacle or tabernacles, because he was worshipped in little 
shrines, chapels, and tabernacles, which they used to carry 
about with them, as Grotius and Dr. Hammond here 
prove ; 

Remphan a star, beoause the heathens worshipped their 
gods, demons, and heroes, under the name of some star 
appropriated to them, as Dr. Spencerf shews ; and so the 
Egyptian god Remphan orRemphin, mentioned by Diodo- 
rus Siculus, might be worshipped in the star Saturn. 

And because they made images of these gods, and put 
them into these shrines, and chapels, or tabernacles, to 
be worshipped ; therefore the prophet calls them J&zbx 
images of their gods, which they had made. 

Lastly, Because the tabernacles of Moloch and Saturn, 
to whom they offered their sons and daughters, had ci sep- 
tem conclavia/'J seven cells, or receptacles, according to 
the number of the seven planets ; therefore perhaps it is 
that St. Stephen saith, they worshipped the host of heaven. 

Fifthly, That they were guilty of this idolatry whilst they 
continued in the wilderness, though we read nothing of it 
expressly in the five books of Moses, we cannot doubt, if 
we believe the prophet Amos, declaring from God, that 
they did not offer sacrifice to him in the wilderness, because 
they were then guilty of this idolatry ; or St. Stephen say- 
ing, that in punishment of the calf they made and worship- 
ped there, God gave them up to worship the host of heaven. 
And to this we may refer the complaint of the Psalmist, 
that even then they erred in their hearts, and knew not his 
ways; and more certainly the words of Joshua, (xxiv, 14.) 
And now put away the strange gods which your fathers 
served on the other side of the river, and in Egypt, and 
serve the Lord; for if they had them not among them, they 
could not put them away; and his following words, (ver. 
19.) ye cannot serve the Lord (whilst ye retain your idols), 
for he is a jealous God. 

And, lastly, whereas St. Stephen saith, I will carry you 
beyond Babylon* though the prophet had only said, I will 
carry you beyond Damascus, this need give us little trou- 
ble, seeing this prophecy was fulfilled by Shalmaneser, 
king of Assyria, Carrying them both beyond Damascus and 
Babylon, into the cities of the Medes, 2 Kings xvii. 6. 

[ 23 j Ver.44. Our fathers had the tabernacle ofivitness.] i. e. 
In which the true God gave them signal testimonies of his 
presence with them, and indications that he dwelt among 
them, though, as in the wilderness, so till 'the times of Da- 



• Pnep. Bring. Iib.i. cap. 10. p. 34. t Cod. 242. p. 1050. 

X u Assjrios constal Satarnum (qaem eundem el solera dicunt) coluisse, qnse No- 
mina eliam apud Afros postea culta sunt j unde et Puuica Lingua Bel Peus dicitnr, 



apud Assjrios autcra Bel dicitnr qnadam sacrorum ratione et Saturnus et Sol. J 
Prim, ^Cnead. Virg. 753. 

* Spencer, p. 551, 552. t P. 554. 

% See Von. de Idol. lib. ii* cap. 5. p. 169. 
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vid they fell off from him to idolatry : this David desired to 
build God a temple, and his heart was set upon it, (Psal. 
exxxii.) and his son Solomon built it, and in this you place 
your confidence, saying, The temple of the Lord are we ; 
(Jcr. vii. 4.) but now, says St. Stephen, that the great God 
of heaven cannot be confined to your temple, or to choose 
it for a place of rest, as that he should not depart from it, 
or suffer it to be destroyed again, as he formerly did for 
ybur cr3 r ing provocations : this therefore you may reason- 
ably expect, who are still a stiffhecked people, and uneir- 
curaeised in heart, still resisting the Holy Ghost in God's 
prophets, as your fathers did, and adding to all your sins 
the murder of your promised Messias ; this, I say, you 
have reason to expect, did not I warn you of it. 

[ 24 J Ver. 53. Who have received the law, etc Siarayag 
ayy&wv] That is, saith Grotius, "inter angelorum tur- 
mas," by God's appearing tvith his host of angels, for so we 
read he did at Mount Sinai, when he gave the law: so, 
Deut. xxxiii. 2. Tlie Lord came from Sinai, he came with 
ten thousand ayytXwv, of angels, from his right hand went a 
fiery law for them; and, Psal. lxviii. 17. The chariots of 
God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels, and the 
Lord is among them as in Sinai. I rather choose to say, by 
the administration of angels, they all here ministering to 
God when he gave the law. (See note on John i. 1. and 
on Heb. ii. 2.) 

[ w ] Ver. 55. He saw the .glory of God.] That is, the 
Schechinah, the symbol of God's glorious presence; (see 
the notes on Rom. i. 23. and on Heb. i. 3.) and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God, as in a posture ready to 
receive him. 

I* 6 ] Ver 1 . 57. They ran upon him with one accord.] Though 
they rush upon him in this case, yet they do it only because, 
by fresh words of blasphemy, as they conceived, he had 
confirmed the former blasphemy testified against him by 
two witnesses, and therefore they drew him out of the city, 
because their traditions said, that no man tvas to be stoned 
in the camp, or in the city; and stone him after the legal 
manner, the witnesses against him beginning the execution ; 
and so here is no evidence that this was done 'jure zelo- 
tarum, and not by course of justice, the Sanhedrin having 
before sufficiently shewed what they thought of hira, by 
being mad against him, gnashing upon him with their teeth. 

f* 7 ] Ver. 58. And they laid their clothes at the feet of a 
young man, tvhose name was SauL (See note on Philem. 
ver. 9.) 

[**] Ver. 59. 'EirttcaXovfitvov, Calling upon Christ, and say- 
ing, Lord Jesus, receive my sjririt.] Here we. find Stephen, 
full of the Holy Ghost, calling religiously upon Christ, now 
in heaven, to receive his spirit, and thereby testifying not 
only that religious worship was due to him, but also that 
he could hear his prayer, and receive his spirit at that dis- 
tance, and therefore was omnipresent, and the searcher of 
the hearts, and he in whoso hands the spirits of men were : 
for he doth not say, Kvpu tov 'lr)<rov, Thou who art the Lord 
of Jesus; that phrase being never used in the New Testa- 
ment, but KvpiE 'bjtrou, Lord Jesus receive my spirit : like 
to this is that prayer of St. John, Hev. xxii. 20. Kvpte 
y lr)<rov, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 

[^] Receive my spirit.] Hence it appears that the spirit of 
man is a substance distinct and separable from the body, 
and which dies not with it; for Stephen prays not to the 



Lord Jesus to receive his body, but only to receive his spi- 
rit, now to be separated from it. (See the notes on Luke 
xxiii. 40. and on 2 Tim. i. 12.) Now, if the spirit of a man 
died with the body, no reason can be given why St. Ste- 
phen should pray to the Lord Jesus to receive his spirit, 
rather than his body. Moreover, this being said by a Jew 
in presence of the Jews, is doubtless to be understood, 
to the sense and the opinion of the Jews, who held, that the 
souls of just men were in the hand of God, (Wisd. iii. 1.) and 
were in peace: which expressions agree not to a thing 
which is insensate; nor could an insensate being have any 
hope at all, much less a hope full of immortality, as he 
there speaks, ver. 2, 3. 
j-soj y er ; QQ t n e fen asleep, (See note on John xi. 11.) - 

*• 

CHAP., VIII. 

1. AND Saul (when Stephen thus died) was consenting 
to his death. And [ x ] at that time there was a great perse- 
cution against the church which was at Jerusalem ; and 
fhey(that were of it) were all scattered abroad [ 2 ] through- 
out the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

2. And devout men carried Stephen [ 3 ] to his burial, and< 
made great lamentation over him. 

3. As for Saul, he made havoc of (Gr. and Saul toasted 
or afflicted) the church, entering into every house (of the 
faithful), and haling men and women (thence, he) commit- 
ted them to prison. 

4. [ 4 ] Therefore they that were (Gr. they therefore being) 
scattered abroad, went every where (Gr. went through Ju- 
dea and Samaria, ver. 1.) preaching the word. 

5. Then I s ] Philip (the evangelist, being one of the seven, 
xxi. 8.) went down to the city of Samaria, and preached 
Christ to them. 

G. And the people with one accord gave heed to those 
things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the mira- 
cles he did (to confirm his doctrine). 

7. For unclean spirits, crying with (a) loud voice, came 
out of many that were possessed, with them: and many 
taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 

8. And there was great joy in that city (that a person so 
beneficial was come to'them). * 

9. But there was a certain man, called Simon, which 
beforetime used sorceries in the same city, and bewitched 
(Gr. and a certain man named Simon was before in that 
city, using magic, and astonishing) the people of Samaria, 
giving out(Gr. saying) that himself was [ 5 ] some great one : 

10. To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the 
greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God. 

11. And to him they had regard, because that of long 
time he had bewitched (astonished) them with (his) sor- 
ceries. 

12. But when they believed Philip preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women (for the 
remission of sin, ii. 38.) 

13. Then Simon himself believed also (that this Jesus 
who enabled Philip to do these things, was some power su- 
perior to any he conversed with) : and when he was bap- 
tized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding 
the miracles and signs which were done. 

14. Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem 
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heard that Samaria had received the word of God, [ 8 J they 
sent to them Peter and John : 

15. Who, when they were come down, (?] prayed -for 
them (wipi ai/Twv, over them whom the Holy Ghost saw fit 
to be endued with prophetical gifts for the ministry there), 
that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 

16. For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only, 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

17. Then4aid they their hands on them, and they (visibly) 
received the HWy Ghost (so as to speak with* tongues, and 
prophesy, xix. 6.) 

18. And when Simon saw that through laying on of the 
apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them 
money (to obtain the same power), 

19. Saying, (Let this reward induce you to) give me also 
this power, that on whomsoever I lay (my) hands, he may 
receive the Holy Ghost. * 

20. But Peter said to him, [ 10 ] Thy money perish with thee 
(i. e. without repentance thou wilt perish with it), because 
thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased 
with money. 

21. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter (i. e. the 
blessings of this kingdom): for thy heart is not right in the 
sight of God. 

22. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray 
God, if perhaps the thought of thy heart may be forgiven 
thee. 

23. For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, 
and in the bond of iniquity. 

24. Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord 
for me, that none of those things which ye have spoken 
come upon me. 

25. And they, when they had testified, and preached the 
word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and (by the way) 
preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans. 

26. And the angel of the Lord spake to Philip, saying, 
Arise, and go towards the south to [ u ] the way that goeth 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza, w r hich (way) is (through 
the) desert (ofJudah, or, to old Gaza, which is desert). 

27. And he arose and went: and, behold, a [ w ] man 
of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority, under Candace 
queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her 
treasure, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 

28. Was returning (to his country), and sitting in his 
chariot, (he) read (in) Esaias the prophet. 

29. Then the Spirit said to Philip, Go near, and join thy- 
self to this chariot. 

30. And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read 
(in) the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what 
thourcadest? . 

31. And he said, ["] How can I (understand a prophecy 
of future times, with which I am ivholly unacquainted,) ex- 
cept some man should guide (direct, or instruct) me? And 
he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.- 

32. The place (or section) of scripture which he read 
was this, ["] He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and 
like a lamb dumb before the shearer, so opened he not his 
mouth : 

33. [ 15 ] In his (state of) humiliation his judgment was 
taken away (and no right done him): and who can declare 
(the wickedness of) his generation? for his life is (was) 
taken from the earth. 



vol. v. 



34. And the, eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray 
thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of 
some other man ? 

35. Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at .the 
same scripture, and preached to him Jesus. 

36. And as they went on their way they came to a certain 
water : and the eunuch said/ See, here is water; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized? 

37. And Philip said, If thou believest with all thy heart, 
thou mayest. And he answered and said, [ l6 ] I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. • \ f \ 

38. And he commanded the chariot to stand still : and 
they went down both Jnto the water, both Philip and the 
eunuch ; and he (Philip) baptized him. ' 

39. And when they were come out of the water, [ 17 j the 
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw 
him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. ... 

40. But Philip was found at Azotus: and. passing 
through ( it) he preached in all the cities till he came to Cas- 
sarea (or, the tower of Straton, as it was named before it 
was rebuilt by Herod). ^ 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VIII. 

[*] Ver. 1. AT that time there was a great persecution 
against the church which was at Jerusalem.] The rage they 
were in for what was spoken, as they conceived, against 
the law and the temple,* for which they had the highest ve- 
neration, and the cutting words St. Stephen had pronounced 
before, and even of, the Sanhedrin, as of a stiffnecked and 
uncircumcised generation, wanting that circumcision they 
so gloried in, not observing that law they seemed so zealous 
for, persecuting the prophets, who foretold of the Messias, 
betraying and murdering'him when he was come, gave, in 
all likelihood, the occasion to this persecution of all others 
who believed this, as St. Stephen did; and that this perse- 
cution was set on by the authority of this great council, we 
may learn from the part Saul bore in it; for he confesses 
that he received his authority to treat the Christians thus 
from them, (xxii. 5. xxvi. 11.) 

[ 2 ] They were all scattered abroad TrXfjvrwv aTroaroXwv, ex- 
cept the apostles.] It is a very ancient tradition mentioned 
by Clemens of Alexandria,* that our Lord assigned twelve 
years after his ascension for the conversion of the unbeliev- 
ing Jews in Judea, lest any of them should say, ovk r\Kovaa- 
fitv, we have not heard; saying to his apostles, fizra SaiSc/ca 
ht) l%i\%tTz tig tov Koafiov, go ye out into the world after x 
twelve years; and Apollonius,J who flourished at the same 
time, speaks of this, wg Ik wapaSoazwg, as delivered by tra- 
dition, that our Lord commanded his apostles, Itu twltKa 
triai fir} xwptaOrivvi rfjc 'UpovaaXrjfi, not to recede from Jeru- 
salem by the space of twelve years. Now if there be any 
truth in this tradition, it shews the reason why the apostles 
continued at Jerusalem when the rest of the disciples were 
scattered abej^d. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 2. ^wtKopiaav, Buried Stephen.] i. e. They pre- 
pared Stephen for his burial, as the Greek word properly 
imports ; i. e. they did all things in order, to it, washing his 
body, (Acts ix. 37.) anointing it, and winding it up in linen. 

* *L%aiftrls iffrtv avroig Air&et h «r*pi t& iipov ffwwlh. PItilo legat. p. 791. 

t Stromal, lib. vi. p. 636, 637. } Apud Eoseb. Hist. Eccl. lib. V. cap. 17. 
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putting it in the coffin, carrying it forth to the burial-place, 
and weeping there over it after the manner of the Jews. 
But whereas Grotius tells us from St. Austin,* De Civ. Dei, 
lib. xxii. 8. that the relics of St. Stephen cured many dis- 
eases, it is wonderful he should depend much on the au- 
thority of St. Austin in this matter, seeing ho tells us, that 
" hujus inartyris corpus ex illo usque ad ista tempora la- 
tuit, nuper autem apparuit, sicutsolentapparere sanctorum 
martyrura corpora revelatione Dei" the relics of this martyr 
were latent for about four hundred years, and only found by 
revelation in his time: for is there not sufficient reason to 
suspect such revelations appearing only in that age, when 
religion began much to decline, and superstition, as St. 
Austin confesses, to abound? Would God thus honour 
this martyr only then, and neglect to do it for four hundred 
years? or, did not Grotius know, that St. Austin saith in 
that very chapter : of these very miracles, that they are 
not of >such authority, that tve should believe them- ivithout 
difficulty or doubting ?f 

[ 4 ] Ver. 4. TJiey that were scattered abroad went through 
all places preaching the word.] Hence it is highly probable 
that it was not the whole church of Jerusalem, or the body 
of the laity, (seeing we find devout men burying Stephen, 
ver. 3.) that was thus scattered^ abroad: for ^vhat authority 
had they to preach the word? but the hundred and eight 
that were full of the Holy Ghost; this persecution aiming 
chiefly ait those who were such as Stephen was ; and there- 
fore the discourse passes on from him to Philip, another of 
those persons so qualified to preach the gospel. 

[ 5 ] Ver.S. Philip.'] That this was Philip the deacon, and 
not the apostle, seems evident from these considerations: 
(1.) That he seems not to have had the power of giving the 
Holy .Ghost by imposition of hands; for he fell upon none 
of the Samaritans till Peter and John came and laid their 
hands upon them,ver. 15—17. and ver. 18. it is particularly 
noted, that the Holy Ghost was given .only by the imposi- 
tion of the apostles' hands. (2.) That the apostles were 
still at Jerusalem, ver. 1. whereas this Philip was one of 
those that were dispersed ; for when St. Luke had said, that 
the rest were dispersed, preaching the gospel, ver. 4. he 
adds; ver. 5. and Philip went down to Samaria preaching 
Christ; And (3.) he goes from Azotus, evangelizing in the 
cities till he came to Caesarea, (ver. 40.) and there we find 
Paul abiding in the house of that Philip, who was one of 
tlw seven deacons. (Acts xxi. 8.) 

[ 6 ] Ver. 9. klyuv tlvai rtva iavrbv fityav, Saying he was 
some great one; and of whom the Samaritans said, that he 
was i| divafitg tov GeoO i) fityuXtj, the great power of God, 
ver. 10.] The account which, according to St. Luke, this 
magician gives of Himself, is only this, that he was fityag 
Tiq,some great person, as mountebanks usually represent 
themselves ; and the .opinion which his magical pranks had 
-wrought in the Samaritans, only this, that he was the great 
power of God; by which words, perhaps they only meant 
some legate or minister of God, assisted by his mighty 
power; and yet the fathers tell us, he declared him- 
self to be, "cum qui sit super omnia Pater," the Father 
uthich is above all. So Irenaeus,^: that he was bold to call 

* Serm.xr. ed.« Sirmond. torn. x. p. 881. 

t "Non UnU ea commendat aotorilas, ot sine difficDltate, Tel dobilatione cre- 
danlnr," 

J Iren. lib. !. cap. 20. 



himself the chief God: so Tertullian,* and that the Sama- 
ritans held him to be npCtrovBthv, the prime God; yea, tobo 
God vTTtpavw trdtrrjc QQXW K( & ^%ovalaQ kgu 8vva/utt>Ci above all 
principality, power, and virtue ;*so Justin Martyr ;t though 
he who reads these words of Irenaeus, Esse se docuit subli- 
missimam virtutem, hoc est, eum qui sit super omnia Pater; 
and these of Tertullian, Hie ausus est summam se dicere 
virtutem, id est, summum Deum, will be apt to think, they 
only did infer this from these words of St. Luke, that the 
Samaritans held he was $ jurya%) tov Scou Suvajmc, the great 
power of God. St. Luke goes on to inform us, that he be- 
lieved and was baptized in the name of Jesus, with the rest 
of the Samaritans ; and after this, it is difficult to conceive 
how he should persuade the Samaritans that he was God 
the Father, or the Jews that he was that Son, that Jesus, 
into whose name he was baptized, or the gentiles, that he 
was that Spirit which he[wouldhave purchased with mo- 
ney. How can we easily conceive, that all Samaria should 
own him as a great God, and yet he, as Theodoret J in- 
forms us, should presently after this leave them, as having 
received the doctrine of Christ, and go thence to those who 
had not yet received it, and come in the second year of 
Claudius, i. e. about eight years after, to Rome, where he 
was confounded by the prayers of Peter ? or that, being 
overcome in the sight of all that dwelt at Rome, they 
should still have erected, till the time of Justin Martyr, a 
statue, " Simoni Deo sancto," to Simon the holy God? 
These things, I say, seem neither easy to be believed in 
themselves, nor well consistent with what is here recorded 
by St Luke. However, seeing both Irenaeus and Theodo- 
ret in the places mentioned, say expressly, 'Iov8afo<e filv u»c 
vlbv (f>av7}vat, irpbc El ^afiapdra^ wc traripa Kart\i]\vBivm, Iv 
El Toig SXXoic iSvtmv u>c irvtvfxa ayiov l-mfyovrriaai) that Simon 
pretended to appear to the Jews as the Son, to have descended 
to the Samaritans as the Father, and to other nations as the 
Holy Ghost ; this seems to shew that the doctrine of the 
blessed Trinity was embraced by all Christians from the 
beginning, as St. Basil proves from the testimonies of the 
fathers from the beginning, and from these words of Cle- 
mens Rom. ZyQzbg, tcai 6 Kvptog 'Itjaovg Xpurrbc Kal rb nvtiifxa 
aytov. (Basil de Spiritu Sancto, torn. ii. cap. 29. p. 357, 
358.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 12. Tlepl tov bv6iiaroQ, Concerning the name of Jesus 
Christ.} That is, concerning the power of that name, when it 
was used by believers to do the greatest miracles; so,iii.l6. 
his name, through faith in his name, hath made this man 
strong, that is, his power upon theinvocation of hisname with - 
faith hath done it : so the sadducees inquire of the apostles, 
iv. 7. By what have ye done this? and they answer, ver. 10. 
By the name, that is, the power, of Jesus ; and afterward 
they pray, ver. 30. that signs arid wonders may be done by his 
name, i. e. by using of his name with faith, and invocating 
of him ; the power of Christ being then present with them 
that did so. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 14. Tliey sent to them Peter.} Here we find Peter 
sent by the other apostles, and by the church, which is a 
sign he was not their head and superior ; for greater is he 
that sends, thati he that is sent. 

[9] Ver. 15. lVJio prayed over thein that they might receive 



* Tcrtul. de prrescr. cap. 46. 
% liter. Fab. lib, i. cap, 1. 



t Jusl. Apol.ii. p. 691. Dial. p. 349. C. 
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the Holy Ghost J] Not that all, who had been baptized, might 
receive it; for it was never so in any chureh; no, not at 
Jerusalem ; there being only some among them full of the 
Holy Ghost; (Actsvi. 3.) and therefore it seems reason- 
able to say, with Dr. Lightfdot here, that they were sueh as 
the Holy Ghost had pointed out to be ordained ministers, 
or for the receiving of the prophetical gifts, which enabled 
men then Xurovpyuv, to do sacred offices in the assemblies 
where they were ; (Acts xiii. 2, 3.) and these gifts being 
conferred, either by God immediately, as in the case of 
Cornelius, or only by the apostles' hands ; Epiphanius # 
observes rightly, that Philip, being only a deacon, had not 
the power to confer them, and therefore these apostles were 
sent to do it. But whereas Dr. Hammond saith, this lay- 
ing on of hands was to confirm, and to ordain elders and. 
bisliops, in every city one; this latter clause, of the ordain- 
ing one bishop for every city of Samaria, when one city 
only had received the faith, is very surprising, it being 
new to hear of a bishop settled where there w r ere no Christ- 
ians, and therefore they could have no flock. Moreover, 
as this is spoken gratis, without any colour from the text, 
so is there not the least mention of any deacons here or- 
dained, though Epiphanius saith, there cannot be a bishop 
without deacons. And if this imposition of hands made 
them bishops of so many cities of Samaria, by the same 
reason St. Paul imposing his hands on the twelve men at 
Ephesus, (xix. G.) must make them also bishops of twelve 
cities of Asia. In a word, it is evident, that by this impo- 
sition of hands the Holy Ghost fell on them, not to make 
them bishops of any city, but only prophets and teachers 
in the churches where they came, and to which they tra- 
velled : thus Silas coming a prophet from Jerusalem, re- 
turns not to Judea, to exercise any episcopal function 
there; but goes on with Paul to the gentiles to visit and 
confirm the churches. (Acts xv. 34. 41.) Nor was one of 
them only placed in a city, but many ; five at Antioch, 
(Actsxiii.l.) more at Corinth, and perhaps at Ephesus. As 
for the other opinion, that these hands were laid on to con- 
firm them; if hands were not laid on all that were bap- 
tized, this makes nothing for confirmation ; if they were, 
then Simon Magus mustbe confirmed, and receive the Holy 
Ghost. And both these opinions seem dangerous on this 
account, that the Holy Ghost was never thus conferred but 
by the hands of an apostle ; and consequently, if confirma- 
tion and ordination be laid on this foundation, they maybe 
said to cease with the apostles. Notwithstanding, this may 
well be deemed a fit pattern for bishops to follow in the 
apostolical rite of confirmation and ordination, by laying 
on of hands ; by which rite they, as successors of the apo- 
stles, confer the ordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost, as the 
apostles did the extraordinary gifts of the same Spirit. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 20. Thy money perish with thee; because thou 
hast thought that the gift of God might be purchased with 
money.] As for the first clause of these words, the fathers 
look upon them rather as a prophetical prediction than an 
imprecation : and as for the sin of Simon, it seems not to 
consist so much in his ambition and his avarice, that he 
would be advanced to the highest dignity, and have those 
gifts, by the exercise of which he hoped to be the greater 
gainer ; as in this, that he struck at the very foundation of 



* liar, xxi, sect. 1. 



the Christian faith, supposing that the apostles and other 
Christians did their miracles in confirmation of it, by some 
higher art of magic than that which he had learned, and so 
they by the same art could teach others to do the same 
works for any other end. Now what relation this sin hath 
to what we now call simony, it is not easy to conceive ; 
only because he would have purchased this spiritual. gift 
with money; hence,by analogy, all purchasing of spiritual 
offices or places, by such sordid means, doth bear that 
name. 

["] Ver. 26. 'EttI rriv oSov rfjv Karafiatvovaav «c TaZ>aV 
avrh lartv ipnfioQ* In the way which leadeth to Gaza, which 
way is, a desert.*} So CEcumenius, There is a way to the 
south, ro Si avrri lariv Zpn/xog uirtv, and that way (saith he) 
t> desert. So Pliny,* Per continentem deserta, oppidum 
Gaza. And this may be said to distinguish this Gaza of 
the Philistines from another Gaza in the tribe of Ephraim, 
mentioned 1 Chron. vii. 28. not far from the place where 
Philip now was. 

C 18 ] Ver. 27. 'Avrjp AlOioip tvvovxos> Swaorrjc KavSafojc 
Trie Baatkharjg AI0iO7rwv, A man of Ethiopia, a eunuch, a 
man of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethio* 
pians.] This .was not Ethiopia in Arabia, where the queen 
of Sheba dwelt, but Ethiopia in Africa under Egypt; where 
Candace had long been the name of their queens. So 
Pliny ,f speaking of Meroe, saith, There reigns Candace, 
f quod nomen multis jam annis ad reginas transiit," which 
hath for many years been the name of their queens. (See 
Bochart. Geogr. S. lib. iv. cap. 26. §. 4.) 

Moreover, that this eunuch was' & proselyte of justice, or 
one who had embraced the Jewish faith, to which he w r as 
converted by those Jews, which from Alexandria spread 
themselves into Ethiopia, Grotius concludes; not only be- 
cause he came so long a journey to worship at Jerusa- 
lem, and there to celebrate the feast of Pentecost, but he- 
cause Cornelius was the first-fruits of the gentiles ; and 
perhaps the fame that he had heard in Jerusalem of the 
sufferings and resurrection of Christ, might induce him to 
read this prophet. 

. ["] Ver. 31. How can I, except some man should guide me?] 
Here Grotius notes, that the eunuch did not think the Scrip- 
ture was every where so perspicuous, or contained a sense so 
obvious to all, as do now oar mechanics and women, who 
would do better if they thought they needed a guide: but sure 
it will not follow, that because the eunuch wanted a guide 
in an obscure prophecy, therefore we must want one to ob^ 
tain the knowledge, of the plain principles and precepts 
of Christianity ; nor surely could he be ignorant, that when 
we assert the clearness and perspicuity of Scripture, in all 
things necessary to be believed or done, we do this not in 
opposition to the assistance of reason, or in exclusion to 
the instruction and help of others, but in opposition to the 
necessity of a living judge and infallible interpreter, sup- 
posed necessary to the knowledge of that will of God, by 
which alone we can be saved. Moreover, we do not say- 
that Holy Scripture is absolutely and in all things per* 
spicuous, for we willingly acknowledge with Origen 3 J 
Chrysostom,§ Theodoret,l| St. Austin,^ Gregory, and al- 
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most all tho fathers, that there is in Scripture a mixture of 
obscure and plain texts, somo things which are $u<tv<5t)tci, 
hard to be understood, and some things which are easy to 
he apprehended by very mean capacities ; but our asser- 
tion is that of St. Chrysostom,* that 7ravra ret avaytcata SfiAa, 
alt things necessary to be believed or done are there deli- 
vered with sufficient clearness; or so that all, who are con- 
cerned to know and do them that they may be saved, may 
hence learn them ; and that of St. Austin,t that "quisque 
ibi fidem tcneat, sine quA pi6, recteque non vivitur," every 
one may there obtain that faith, without which we cannot 
piously and rightly live. And the reason hereof, saithMr. 
Chillingworth,J is convincing and demonstrative, because 
nothing is necessary to be believed, but what is plainly re- 
vealed: for to say, that when a place of Scripture, by reason 
of ambiguous terms, lies indifferent between divers senses, 
whereof one is true, the other is false, that God obliges 
men under pain of damnation, not to mistake through 
error and human frailty, is to make God a tyrant, and to 
say that he requires us certainly to' attain that end, for the 
attaining whereof we have no certain means. Moreover, 
the apostles did not write only for the learned, but for all 
men; and therefore, unless we will imagine the Holy Ghost 
and them to have been wilfully wanting to their own de- 
sire and purpose, we must conceive that they intended to 
speak plain, even to the capacity of the simplest, at least 
touching all things necessary to be published by them and 
-believed by us. . 

Secondly, We do not say that all things necessary to be 
believed or done are perspicuously mentioned in all places 
of the Holy Scripture, which respect those things; but 
then we say, with Irenasus,§,and the generality of the 
fathers, that those things, w T hich are ambiguously spoken 
in some places, are to be expounded by those things which 
tS apertd, et sine ambiguo posita sunt in Scripturis," are 
plainly, and without ambiguity, contained in the Scrip- 
tures; or if they cannot be this way expounded, the sense 
of them cannot be needful to be known : || for if God's 
will had been we should have understood him more cer- 
tainly in such plages, he would have spoken more plainly. 

["] Ver. 32. He was led as a sheep to the slaughter.] 
These words are taken from Isa. liii. 8. where that the pro- 
phet speaks of Christ, no Christian can reasonably doubt, 
there being scarce a verse. in this whole chapter which is 
not by the Holy Ghost in the New Testament applied to 
Christ ; the first verse, John xii. 38. the third, Mark ix. 12. 
the fourth, Matt. viii. 17. the fifth, Mark xv. 28. And 
though the latter Jews will not allow of this interpretation, 
yet some of them not only do own, that their ancient rabbins 
did with one mouth confess these words were spoken of Mes- 
siah the King ;^[ but also spake thus of him, " The holy 
blessed God began to covenant with the Messiah when he 
created him, and said to him, The sins of those* who are 
laid up in secret with thee, will make thee to come under 
an iron yoke, and make thee like to this young heifer, 
whose eyes are dim, and fill thy spirit with anguish; 
and because of their iniquities thy tongue shall cleave to 



* Horn. 3. in 2 ad Thessil. t Hp. iii. p. 8. 

X Cbil. chap. 2. aecl. 104. § bib. ii. cap. 46, 47, 

|{ Chi!, chap. 2. scnl. 84. 
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the roof of thy mouth : wilt thou then undergo this condi- 
tion for them ? The Messiah said,* I undertake it with the 
joy and exultation of my heart on this condition, that not 
one of Israel may perish, and that not only they may be 
saved who livo in my days, but also they who are dead 
from the days of the first man to this very day. And again, 
when God created the world, ho held forth his hand under 
the throne of glory, + and created the soul of the Messiah, 
and his company, and said to him, Wilt thou heal and re- 
deem my sons after six thousand years? Ho answered 
him, Yes. God said to him, If so, wilt thou bear chastise- 
ments to expiate their iniquities, according to what is writ- 
ten, Isa. liii. 4. surely he bore our griefs? he answered, I 
will endure them with joy." Whence three things are ob- 
servable : 

First, That what seems so strange and precarious to 
Crellius, viz. that God should make a covenant with the 
Messiah concerning his suffering for the sins of his people, 
seems to be only that with which the Jews were well ac- 
quainted, and which seems also to be insinuated here by 
the prophet, saying, If he shall make his soul an offering for 
sin, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand; he shall see the travail of his soul, 
and be satisfied: and in those words of the Psalmist, Sa- 
crifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou 
opened: burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not re- 
quired. Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book, 
it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O God: yea, thy 
laxo is within my heart. (Psal. xl. 6—8. Heb. v. 6—8.) 

Secondly, That their Messiah was to suffer for their 
sakes, to make atonement for their sins. And, 

Thirdly, That he was to be the salvation, not only of 
those who were to live in and after his time, but of all men 
from the beginning. And though Grotius, in his notes upon 
this chapter, endeavours to interpret the words concerning 
the prophet Jeremy, yet in his excellent book of the truth 
of Christian Religion, having cited this whole chapter, he 
inquires, % Quis potest nominari aut regum aid propheta- 
rumin quern hcec congruunt? nemo sane. 

[ 15 ] Ver. 33. In his humiliation his judgment was taken 
away.] Here Mr. Clerc gives a good sense of these words, 
viz. In his humiliation was his judgment; i. e. he appeared 
so mean to Pilate and the Jews, that they passed judgment 
against him, and he was taken away by them as an incon- 
siderable person, fit to be sacrificed to prevent seditions, 
or the coming of the Romans. The Hebrew saith, From 
force and from judgment he tuas taken away; i. e. it pro- 
ceeded from the judgment of Pilate, and from the force, 
the continual clamours the Jews laid upon him to pass that 
judgment, that he was. taken away, and who shall declare 
the wickedness of that generation who dealt thus with 
their Messiah 1 which therefore in the Gospels is styled a 
viperous, Luke iii. 7. an adulterous, Matt. xii. 34. 39. a 
wicked, ver. 45. an untoward generation, Acts ii. 40. and 
was so to be, say the Jews, in the days of the Messiah. 
(See note on Phil. iii. 2. and Dr. Lightfoot here.) 

Ver. 37. Et 7norEuEte c£ oAjjc nfe *«p£fac, c£e<mi\] This 
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clause by Dr. Mills is taken "pro commate, IlapafitfiXri- 
nlvy, a primis Christianismi saeculis injecto, ut et alia in 
libro Actorum Apostolicorum baud pauca/ , / or a supposi- 
titious clause put into the text from the first ages of the 
church, as many other clauses are in the Acts of the Apo- 
stles : and yet this clause is found in the Vulgar and Ara- 
bic versions, in Irenreus, lib. iii. cap. 12. lib. iv. cap. 40. 
in Tertullian, de Baptismo, cap. 18. in Cyprian, ad Quiri- 
num, lib. iii. §. 33. in St. Jerome, torn. iv. fol. 46. lit. 1. in 
St. Austin, de Fide etOperibus, cap. 9.12. and in CEcume- 
nius in locum : and even the doctor, Prolog, p. 40. col. 2. 
owns it in contradiction to his former self; and hence we 
may judge of his other supposed additions, so confidently 
and so frequently mentioned, in this and in the other sacred 
books ; which, were there any truth in what he says, as 
blessed be God there seldom is, would render the whole 
Scriptures of the New Testament dubious and uncertain. 
(See Examen Millii, in ix. 5. x. G. 21. xi. 6. 12. xv. 20. 29. 
xvi. 14. xviii. 10. 17. 21. 27. xx. 24. xxi. 3. 8. 13. 22. xxii. 
20,21.29. xxiii. 9. 30.35. xxiv.16. 18. xxv.16. xxvi. 7. 
xxvii. 28. xxviii. 1. 1G. 29.) 

[^3 ILcmvw rbv vibv tov 0cou Hvai rbv y \r\aovv Xptarbv, I be- 
lieve that Jesus CJirist is the Son of God, &c] Four things 
are hence observable : (1.) That baptism was here per- 
formed by a KctraficKjis, or descent of the baptized person 
in the water. (2.) That upon this faith, that Jesus CJirist was 
the Son of God, and that he died for our sins, which was the 
thing which Philip preached to the eunuch, adult per- 
sons, who before owned one God, and the spirit of pro- 
phecy, as the eunuch did, were received to that baptism, 
in which they were taught, and by which they were obliged 
to observe all things that Jesus had commanded: for though 
the belief, that Jestis teas the Christ, the Son of God, was 
the great article propounded, and first preached to every 
convert; yet the end of baptism being the remission of 
sins, and the effect of it justification, or the absolution of 
the baptized person from his past sins, and this justifica- 
tion and remission of sins being declared to be obtained 
only through faith in his blood, it is certain that believing 
in the Lord Jesus must include faith in his meritorious 
death and passion, or, as the Scripture saith, faith in his 
blood. Hence the apostle reckons this article Iv irpwroig, 
among the first he preached to the Corinthians, that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 1 Cor. xv. 3. 
and tells them, that he preached to them Christ crucified, 
1 Cor. i. 23. as the means of their justification and salva- 
tion. (See the preface to the General Epistle to St. John.) 
(3.) Observe, that to the Jews and proselytes, who already 
owned the true God, and believed his prophets were in- 
spired by the Holy Ghost, baptism was administered in 
the name of Jesus Christ, (Acts ii. 38. viii. 1G. x. 48.) or in 
the name of the Lord ; but when the apostles were sent zlg 
to. iQvr}, to the gentiles, who believed not these things, they 
are commanded to baptize them in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, Matt, xxviii. 20. Observe, (4,) that 
in some copies we read thus, irvtvfia ayiov t-matv lir\ rbv 
zvvovxov, Koi ayyzkog Kvpiov, the Holy Ghost fell upon the 
eunuch, and the angel of the Lord caught away Philip: so 
the Alexandrian and other manuscripts, and so St. Jerome 
cites it, Dial, contra Lucif. F. 50. 1. and, according to this 
reading, the eunuch was sufficiently authorized to preach 
to and convert the Ethiopians, as it is said he did. (Sec 



Ircn. lib. iii. cap. 12. lib.iv. cap. 40. Euseb. Hist. Eccl. 
lib. ii. cap. 1. Hieron. in Isa. liii.) 

i [« ] Ver. 39. The Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip.] 
He did it, saith QGcumenius, because the eunuch had re- 
quested him to go with him into Ethiopia; whereas God 
had designed him to preach the gospel in other places of 
the world, and so, by removing him thus from the eunuch, 
prevented his compliance with him in that request. 

'EiroptitTo yap, Pergebat autem.] As the Hebrew D, so 
the Gr. yap often signifies but : so, Luke xii. 58. wg yap vird- 
yttg, but as thou goest with thine adversary: so Phavorinns, 
dvri tov, ll, Ktirai, i\ is put for but. * i 

CHAR IX. 

1. -A.ND Saul, yet [*] breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high-priest, (and to all the elders of the Sanhedrin, Acts 
xxii. 5.) 

2. And he desired of him (and them, ibid.) [ 2 ] letters to 
Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this 
way, whether they were men or women, he might bring 
them bound to Jerusalem, (to be judged and punished by 
them; ibid.) 

3. And as he journeyed (in pursuit of his commission), 
he came near Damascus: and suddenly (about midday; 
Acts xxii. 6.) there shined round about hirn, (and those 
that were with him, Acts xxvi. 13.) a light from heaven: 
(above the brightness of the sun, ibid.) 

4. And he (and all that were with him, Acts xxvi. 14.) 
fell to the earth, and (lie) heard a (-n articulate) voices 
saying unto him (in the Hebrew tongue, ibid.) Saul, [ 3 ] Saul, 
why pcrsecutest thou me? 

5. And he said (in answer to it, Acts xxii. 8.) Who art 
thou, Lord ? And the Lord said, 1 am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest: it is (or, will be) [ 4 ] hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks (thus to set thyself to fight against 
God). 

6. And he trembling and (being) astonished, said, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do (to avoid thy farther displea-. 
sure)? And the Lord said unto him, Arise (stand upon 
thy feet), and go into the city (of Damascus), and (there) 
it shall be told thee what thou must do; (or, of all things, 
which thou art appointed to do, Acts xxii. 10. for, for this 
cause have I appeared to thee, Acts xxvi. 17, 18.) 

7. And the men that journeyed with him stood speech- 
less (through fear, Acts xxii. 9.) [ 5 ] hearing a voice, but 
seeing no man (nor knowing what was said to him). 

8. And Saul arose from the earth (and they that were 
with him); and when (the lids of) his eyes were opened, he 
saw no man, (Ms eyes being dazzled with the glory of that 
light, Acts xxii. 11.) but they (who were with him) led 
him by the hand, and brought him to Damascus. 

9. And he was three days without sight, and neither did 
cat nor drink. 

10. 'And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, 
named Ananias, (a devout man according to the law, having 
a good report of all the Jews that dwelt there, Acts xxii. 
12.) and to him said the Lord [ 6 ] in a vision, Ananias. 
And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 

11. And the Lord said to him, Arise, and go into the 
street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house 
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of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus : for, behold, ho 
prayeth, 

'12; And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias 
• coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might re- 
ceive his sight. 

13. Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by 
many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints 
at Jerusalem : 

14. And here ho hath authority from the chief priests 
to bind t 7 ] all that call on thy name ft. e. all thy dis- 
ciples). 

15. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way (upon this 
my message): for he is a chosen vessel to me, to bear my 
name before (u e. to preach Christ to) the gentiles, and 
kings, and ( to) the children of Israel: 

16. For I will shew him how great things he must suffer 
for my name's sake: (and yet the prospect of them shall not 
make him disobedient to the heavenly vision, but asfonvard • 
to preach as ever he was to persecute the preachers of 
the gospel.) 

17. And (then) Ananias went his way, and entered into 
the house (where Saul was); and putting his hands on him 
(u e. his eyes), said, Brother Saul, f 8 ] the Lord, exen(that) 
Jesus that appeared to thee in the way as thou earnest (hi-* 
ther), hath sent me (to thee), that thou mightest receive 
thy sight, and (at thy baptism into his name mayest) be 
filled with the Holy Ghost, (as his other apostles were ; 
I. therefore say to thee in his name, Receive thy sight, 
xxii. 13.) 

18. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had 
been scales: and he received sight forthwith; and (when 
Ananias had said to him, Tlie God of thy fathers hath chosen 
thee that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, 
and shonldest hear the voice of his mouth, &c. Acts xxii. 14 
— 1G. he) [ 9 ] arose, and was baptized. 

19. And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. ' 
Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were 
at Damascus. 

20. And straightway he preached Christ in the syna- 
gogues, (there proving) that he is the Son of God. 

21. But all that heard him were amazed, and said, Is not 
this he that destroyed them which called on this name at 
Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might 
bring them bound to the chief priests? 

22. But [ 10 ] Saul increased more in strength, and (by the 
evidence of his reasonings) confounded the (unbelieving) 
Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving (to them from the 
Scriptures) that this (Jesus whom he preached) is (was the) 
very Christ promised. 

23. And after that [ u ] many days were fulfilled, the Jews 
took counsel to kill him : 

24. But their laying (in) wait (to do it) was known of 
Saul. And (for) they watched the gates day and night to 
kill him. 

25. Then the disciples took him by night, and let him 
down by the wall in a basket. 

26. And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, ho assayed 
to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of 
him, and believed not that he was a disciple. 

27. But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apo- 
stles, and declared to them how he had seen the Lord in the 
way (to Damascus), and that he had spoken to him, and 



how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of 
Jesus, 

28. And he was with them coming in and going out at 
Jerusalem. 

29. And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and disputed against the Grecians (L e. the Jews that 
itsed the Greek tongue): hut they (also) went about to 
slay him. 

30. Which when the brethren knew, they brought him 
down to Caesarea (Philippi), and sent him forth to Tarsus. 

31. Then had the churches rest throughout all Judea, and 
Galilee, and Samaria, [ 1C ] and were edified; and walking in 
the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, 
were multiplied. 

32. ["] And it came to pass, as Peter passed through all 
quarters (of Judea, where disciples were), he came dovrn 
also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda (a city of Pa- 
lestine). 

33. And there he found a certain man named Eneas, 
who had kept his bed eight years, and (who) was sick of 
the palsy. 

34. And Peter said to him, Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh 
thee whole : .( I therefore say to thee, in his name,) Arise, 
and make thy bed. And he arose immediately. 

35. And aJL that dwelt at Lydda and (in the plain of) 
Saron (extending from Casarea Palestine to Joppa) saw 
him, and (by this means) turned to the Lord. 

36. Now there was at Joppa (a Phoenician city, lying 
uponHhe Mediterranean) a certain disciple, named [ M ] Ta- 
bitha, who by interpretation is called Dorcas (aroe): this 
woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which 
she did. 

37. And it came to pass in those days that she was sick, 
and died : whom when they had washed (in preparation for 
her interment), they laid her in an upper chamber. 

38. And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the 
disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent to him 
two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to 
them. 

39. Then Peter arose and went with them. And when 
he was come/they brought him (Gr. whom being come they 
brought) into the upper chamber : and all the widows stood 
by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which 
Dorcas (had) made while she wag with them. 

40. But Peter put them all forth, and kneeling down 
prayed; and turning him to the body, said, Tabitha, arise. 
And she opened her eyes : and when she saw Peter, she 
sat up. 

41. And he gave her ;his hand, and lifted her up; and 
when he had called tho saints and widows, presented her 
(to them) alive. 

42. And it was known throughout all Joppa, and many 
(upon that account also) believed in the Lord: 

43. And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in 
Joppa with one Simon a tanner. • 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. IX, 

[*] Ver. 1. AND Saul e/nrvdov anuXw koL <povov, breathing 
out threatenings and slaughter.] It appears hence, that the 
power of capital punishments was not so taken from the 
Jewish Sanhedrin, held at Jerusalem, but that they might 
inflict this punishment upon those of their own nation, either 
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by their own power, or by the consent of the Roman go 
vernors, in cases punishable with death by their laws and 
customs. For Saul confesses that he persecuted this way 
unto the death, by virtue of this power received from the 
Sanhedrin, binding and delivering up to prison men and 
women, Acts xxii. 4. (See the note on John xviii. 31.) 

[*] Ver. 2. Letters to Damascus to the synagogues.] From 
this and from the twentieth verse, where Paul is said to 
preach Christ at Damascus in the synagogues of the Jews, 
it appears that there were more synagogues of the Jews 
than one in that city; and that it was so also in other 
cities, see Vitringa de Synag. Vit. lib. i. par, i. cap. 14. , 
p. 255, &c. 

f 3 ] Ver. 4. Saul, why persecutest thou me?] The persecu- 
tions of Christ's members are represented as the persecu- 
tions of Christ himself, by reason of their union to him 
by the Spirit, which renders them his body, and of that sym- 
pathy he hath with them under all their sufferings, which 
makes him <rv}ma%ri<xai, to suffer with them. (Heb. iv. 15. 
Isa. lxiii. 9.) 

P] Ver. 5. It is hard for thee npbg Kivrpa XaicrtZuv, to kick 
against the pricks.] This is a proverbial expression, signi- 
fying the damage and hurt they are like to receive who re- 
sist and fight against those who are superior to them, and 
especially against God. So Euripides in Bacch. v. 794. 

Ovot^i uv airy jmXXov, rj Oujuovjuevoc 
llpbg Kivrpa \aKTtZotp.t, &v»jr6c &>v, &£<£. 
I will rather offer sacrifice to him, than, being a mortal 
man, be angry with God, and kick against the goads. 

And Pindar* saith, we must not contend against God, but 
bear the yoke he puts upon our neck mildly, and not kick 
against the goads, ttotI kIvtqov 81 roi Xa»cT#ejuev, that is, saith 
the scholiast, not fxax^Gat rg rvxy avOpwrov ovra, to fight 
against God, being only men. The great Bochartf will 
not have this proverb taken from iEschylus, Euripides, 
Pindar, or Plautus, but from the Scriptures, it being used, 
saith he, by Moses, saying, Jeshurun waxed fat, " etrecal- 
citravit," and kicked against the law, Deut. xxxii. 15. and 
by God himself, inquiring, Why kick ye against my sacri- 
fices? 1 Sam. ii. 29. (Sec Examen Millii.) 
* [ 5 ] Ver. 7. 'Akovovtcc plv rr\g ^wvijc, Hearing a voice.] 
To reconcile this with xxii. 9. where it is said, that the 
men that were with him, rr)v <f>u>vrjv ovk faovaav, heard not 
tlie voice of him that spake to, or with, him ; Dr. Hammond 
notes, that the word <po)vr) signifies thunder, and so recon- 
ciles these places, by saying, They that were with me heard 
the voice of the thunder, but heard not the voice of him that 
spake unto me. That this importance of the word (fxjjvi) is 
frequent in the Old Testament, cannot be doubted ; thus 
Exod.ix. 23. The Lord sent thunder and hail, fywvag koI 
Xa\aZ>av* and, ver. 29. 1 will stretch forth my hand, and the 
thunder shall cease, kol ai (jxjjval 7rav<TU)vrac and, ver. 33. He 
stretched out his hand, koI at <f>u)vai Iwavaavro* and, ver. 34. 
Wlien Pharaoh saw, on nziravrai fi x^XaZa, koI al<pwvai, that 
the hail and the thunder were ceased, he hardened his heart : 
so, Exod. xix. 1G. It came to pass on the third day, that 
there were thnnderings and lightnings, <£wval koI tun-pairac 
xx. 18. All the people saw the thunderings and lightnings, 
Trjv <p<i)vr)v, teal rag Xafxiradag. SO, Psal. xviii. 13. Tlie Lord 
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thundered out of heaven, and the Highest gave his voice; 
xxix. 3. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters, and the 
God of glory thundereth: so, Psal. xix. 1. 3. The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the firmament or' clouds of 
heaven shew his handywork : there is no speech nor language, 
where their voice, i. e. their thunder, is not heard. If it be 
said, we find no mention of any thunder here, it may be 
answered, that it was usually an attendant of such glorious 
coruscations as this was : if you add, that here is mention 
of a voice speaking in the Hebrew tongue, it may be still 
replied, that thus it was at Sinai, where God answered 
Moses ry <j>o)vrj, out of the thunder, Exod. xix. 19. If, 
thirdly, you object that it is said, they heard a voice, but 
they saio no person, and in thunder this is not expected; 
I answer, this is true of common thunder, but in such an; 
extraordinary illumination as this was, they reasonably 
might expect the vision of an angel, or some glorious per- 
son ; especially if the conjecture of most interpreters be 
true, that Paul not only heard, but saw the Lord Jesus 
speaking to him : this will be no objection against the inter- 
pretation of this learned man. Or, (2.) this seeming con- 
tradiction may be reconciled thus ; they heard a voice, 
but ovk riKovaav they understood not the words of him that 
spake unto me ; for ovk aKoitiv frequently in Scripture sig- 
nifies not to understand what we hear: thus God saith of 
the builders of Babel, Let us confound their tongues, f lva /*?} 
aKovaoxxiv, that they may not understand one another's 
speech, Gen. xi. 7. xlii. 23. Tlie Lord shall bring upon the4 
a nation, ov ovk axoitrg rr)g tpwvTjg ahrov, whose tongue thou 
shalt not understand, Deut. xxviii. 49. I will bring upon 
tliee a nation, ov ovk aKOvaug rr)g <f>u)vr}g Trig y\waar\g avrov > 
ivhose language thou knowest not, neither understandest 
what they say, Jer. v. 15. Speak in the Syrian tongue, 
on aKoiofXBv r\fxug, for we understand it, 2 Kings xviii. 26. 
I sent thee not unto a people of a strange speech, and hard 
language, 5>v ovk aKovag rovg Xoyovg, whose words thou canst 
not understand, Ezek. iii. 6. He that speaketh in an tin- 
known tongue, speaketh not to men, but to God, ovdzlg yap' 
clkqvu, for no man understands Mm, 1 Cor. xiv. 2. (3.) 
QEcumenius affords a third solution, viz. that they heard 
the voice of Saul speaking to Christ,, oh rr)g avwOtv, not 
the voice of Christ speaking to him. 

[ fi ] Ver. 10. The Lord said to him in a vision.] That is, 
saith Grotius, an angel in the shape of the Lord; but aswft 
have no example in the New Testament of any such ap- 
pearance of an angel in the person of Christ, so iS"it cer- 
tain that here it was not so, but really was a vision of the 
Lord Jesus : for Ananias not only calls him Lord, but calls 
Christians his saints, and those that call upon his name, 
(ver. 13, 14.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 14. All that call upon thy name.] There be two 
periphrases of a Christian, which occur in this chapter and 
in other places of the Acts ; the first, (ver. 2.) that they arc 
men and women rrjg bdov, of the zvay. So when St. Paul 
went into the synagogue at Corinth, they did kcikoXojuv rrjv 
oSJv speak evil of the way; (Acts xix. 19.) and at Ephesus, 
there xvas no small disturbance, tnoX rfc 6Sou, touching tlie 
way. (See xxiv. 22.) And so some of the ancients seem to 
have spoken : so, in the history of the persecutions of the 
Gallican church,* we read of some apostates from the faith, 

* Eoseb, Hist. lib. t. cap. 1. p. 163. 
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/3Xa<7#7jjuouvr£c rrjv o$6v, tvJio blasphemed the way: and 
Epiphanius* introduccth the Melchisedecians, saying, that 
Christ was chosen that ho might turn us from idols, ica* 
vTr&t&v r\pfiv rrjv 6Sov, and might shetv us the way. The 
second periphrasis was this, that they were such as invoked 
Jesus Christ, ox called upon his name; thus Ananias com- 
plains of Saul to Christ, saying, He hath done much evil to 
thy saints, and is come hither to bind all that call upon thy 
name; and the unbelieving Jews say of him, preaching 
Jesus Christ in their synagogues, Is not this he who wasted 
rovg tTTtKakovplvovs to ovofia tovto, those that called upon that 
name? (ver. 21.) Thus St. Paul writes to saints called, 
and to all other Christians under the title of all that call 
upon the Lord Jesus Christ in every place, 1 Cor.i. 2. and 
then, in the very next verse, he himself prays that grace and 
peace tnay be derived upon them, from God the Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ (sec the notes there); and 
2 Tim. ii. 22. bids Christians follow after peace utra t£v 
iTriKakovfiivijjv rov Kvpiov, with those that call upon the Lord 
with a pure heart, that is, with all believers, it being the 
same thing to believe in, and to call upon, the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Hence St. Peter saith, He that believeth in him 
sltall not be ashamed; because it is written, whomsoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved, Joel ii. 
32. (See the note there.) And hence we learn who that 
Lord is, whom Ananias bid St. Paul invoke, when he saith, 
xxii. 16. Arise, and be baptized, lmKakzaantvog> calling upon 
the name of the Lord, even the Lord Jesus, who appeared 
to him, ix. 17. (see the note on xxii. 16.) and what is meant 
by that phrase, viz. Profess thy faith, by being baptized in, 
and by calling on, his name; this was a thing so continually 
practised by the first Christians, that Pliny mentions it in 
his epistle to Trajan, telling him, that it was the custom of 
the Christians, " Carmen Christo quasi Deo canere," to 
sing a hymn to Christ as God: for as St. Paul, in his thir- 
teen first Epistles, prays for grace and peace from God the 
Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ; and St. John in his 
Second Epistle (ver. 3.) doth the same; so doth Polycarp, 
the disciple of St. John, in the proem of his epistle to the 
church of Philippi, pray, that mercy andpeacemay be mul- 
tiplied to them from God omnipotent koI Kvpiov 'IijaoD Xpt~ 
arov rov awr^poc tjjiwv, and from our Lord Jesus Christ our 
Saviour ; and the church of Smyrna, in her circular epistle 
to all Christians, prays, that mercy, peace, and love, may be 
multiplied to them from God the Father and our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Ignatius in like manner, in the proem to his 
epistle to the Magnesians, wishes them health from God 
the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, Qt<$ fytoiv, our God: 
in that to the church of Smyrna, Health Iv a//wju4> -rrvtiffxan, 
KaW&yyQiov, in the immaculate Spirit, and the Word of 
God. And as St. Paul, in his Epistles, often prays to 
Christ both for himself (1 Cor. xii. 8—10. see the note 
there), and for other Christians, (1 Thcss. iii. 11, 12. 
2 Thess. ii. 16. iii. 16.) so did the primitive Christians pray, 
and entreat others to pray to him. So Ignatiusf saith to 
the church of Rome, \iTavivaa7trbv Xptarov virlp ifiov, Pray 
to Christ for me, that by the beasts I may be found a sacri- 
fice to God; and saith to the church of Ephcsus/j: If Jesus 
Christ shall make me worthy by your prayer: and the 
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church of Smyrna saith,* They could not leave Christ, teal 
aifitaSai, " orationis precem impendere," and worship or 
pray to any other. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 17. The Lord Jesus who appeared to thee, 6 ofOtig 
aot, who was seen of thee.'] I think it not necessary from 
these words to affirm that St. Paul here saw "the person of 
Jesus Christ, seeing in three relations of this matter he 
mentions no such thing, but only that he saw the glorious 
light in which he did appear, and which was the symbol of 
his presence; for so in the Old Testament men are often 
said to have seen the Lord, when they saw only the glory in 
which he did appear, for they never saw his shape. Thus of 
the nobles that went up with Moses into the mount, it is 
said, Exod. xxiv. 10. 12. that they saw God, the God of Is- 
rael, and yet they saw no manner of similitude, Deut iv. 12. 

15. whence the Chaldce paraphrastin all these places saith, 
they saw the glory of God; but if it were necessary to say 
St. Paul saw his person, the text seems rather to require 
us to say, he saw him in the way, than in the heavens. 

But yet by comparing these with the words of the same 
person, Hie God of our fathers hath before chosen thee to 
see that Just One, (xxii. 14.) as also from the inquiry of St. 
Paul, Am I not an apostle, have not I seen the Lord? (1 Cor. 
ix. 1.) and from those words, (1 Cor. xv. 8.) Last of all, 
&<j>Qr) tca/jioX, he tvas seen of me also; it is certain that St. 
Paul saw the person of Christ, and therefore highly pro- 
bable that he did it at this time, or at his return to Jeru- 
salem. (Acts xxii. 17, 18.) 

p] Ver. 18. He arose, and tvas baptized,] With water and 
the Holy Ghost; according- to Christ's promise made to 
his [apostles, Acts i. 6. 8. And note here that this Ana- 
nias, who at most is only supposed to have been one of 
the seventy disciples, only laid his hands upon him that 
he might receive his sight, and that he was replenished 
with the Holy Ghost by the immediate gift of Christ, he 
being an apostle not of man, nor by man, (Gal. i. 1.) but 
by Christ alone. 

j*ioj Ver. 22. Paul increased in strength,] By the spirit 
of wisdom and of prophecy, cvfifitfiaZwv, proving that he is 
the Christ. The word here rendered proving, signifies to 
persuade, teach, confirm, or discourse ; hence avfifilfiaaig 
is, by Hcsychius and Phavorinus, rendered ndmg, $&axv> 
Trims, persuasion, doctrine, confirmation; av/ij3(j3a^w by 
Suidas, StdavKU) I teach: so 1 Cor. ii. 16. rig arvfifiifidau 
aitrbv, who shall instruct, or teach, God? so Exod. xviii. 

16. <ru/ij3ij3a£ti> avrovg, I make them known, or teach them the 
statutes of God; Deut. iv. 9. atyij3ij3a<77jc> <Ao« shalt teach 
them thy sons: so also Lev. x. 11. So God saith to Moses, 
Exod. iv. 12. <rt//ij3</3a£w ac, I will teach thee what to say; 
ver. 15. av//j3t)3a(Tti> vfiag, I will teach or instruct thee, and 
Aaron, what to do; and the angel to Daniel, ix. 12. I 
came forth cv}ifiifiaaat at, to instruct thee : so Psal. xxxii. 
8. oty/j3i/3w <re, I will instruct thee in the way in tvhich thou 
shalt go. (See Judg. xiii. 8. Isa. xl. 13.) The doctrine he 
taught and proved to the Jews, was, ver. 20. that Jesus 
was the Son of God, foretold Psal. ii. here that he tvas the 
Christ; and when the Jews speak of the Son of God, or 
the apostles or others speak to the unbelieving Jews of 
the Son of God, it may reasonably be granted that no more 
is meant by that phrase than the Messiah, they understand- 
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ing nothing of the Divine original of the Son of God, and 
being first to be convinced that he was the Messiah; but 
hence it follows not that this phrase signifies no more when 
he isstyled,6^ovoY£vj)c, the only-begotten, ox *idiog vlbg, the 
proper Son of God, Rom. viii. 32. or when Christ argues 
from his doing the works of God, that God was his Father. 

["] Ver. 23. And when many days were fulfilled.'] The 
history of St. Paul's preaching at Damascus, and going 
after to Jerusalem, is somewhat intricate, and interpreters 
differ much about it ; some thinking that St. Paul preached 
at Damascus immediately after his conversion, and that 
the Jews then thought to kill him, and that then also he 
went thence to Jerusalem ; others, that this only hap- 
pened three years after his conversion, and that then only 
he went to Jerusalem: I shall therefore endeavour to give 
a brief account of this matter. And, 

. First, I grant that St. Paul preached at Damascus im- 
mediately after his conversion ; this seems plain from. the 
text, which says, he was baptized, and receiving meat was 
strengthened, koi ti6io)g, and straightway hepreached Jesus 
in the synagogues of Damascus, (ver. 18 — 20.) And, se- 
condly, from the amazement of the Jews, that he should 
do this who came hither for this very purpose, to bind them 
that call upon this name* 

Secondly, It seems as evident that this consultation to 
kill him could not be at his first conversion, but some years 
after; for he was let down the wall in a basket, and 
escaped their hands, and then went to Jerusalem, and was 
brought by Barnabas to the apostles, (ver. 2G, 27.) Now 
he himself declares, that tvOiug soon after his conversion, 
he went not up to Jerusalem to those that were apostles be- 
fore him, but went into Arabia, and returned' again to Da- 
mascus, and after three years went up to Jerusalem, where 
he saw Peter and James, Gal. i. 1G. 19. The series of 
the history therefore seems to lie thus : (1.) St. Paul after 
his conversion instantly preaches in the synagogues of 
Damascus, that Jesus was the Son of God/ (ver. 20.) (2.) 
That going thence into Arabia, betwixt two and three 
years after, he returns to Damascus ; (Gal. i. 17.) and of 
this journey, Luke, being not with him, gives no account. 
(3.) That in his return, being increased in wisdom and 
strength, he continues many days in Damascus, proving 
that Jesus was the Christ. (4.) That after three years, he, j 
escaping from Damascus, comes to Jerusalem, and is by | 
Barnabas brought to the apostles, Peter and James, and j 
continued there fifteen days. (Gal. i. 18, 19.) (5.) That 
there Christ appears to him in a vision; commanding him 
to depart out of Jerusalem ; and ho accordingly goes thence l 
to Caesarea Philippi in Coelosyria, and to Tarsus in Cilicia. 
(Acts ix. 30. Gal. i. 21.) It being then so long before he i 
came to Jerusalem, Barnabas might well know, either from ! 
the brethren of Damascus coming to Jerusalem, or from | 
some journey he had taken thither, the certainty of his con- 
version to the Christian faith. 

[ 12 ]Ver. 31. And were edified.'] Of the import of the | 
word edification, sec note on Rom. xv. 2. it is added, and 
walking in the fear of God, and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost, were multiplied; their shining piety above others, ' 
and their great joy in the Holy Ghost, attracting others to | 
the faith. 

£«] Ver. 32, 33. And it came to pass, that Peter, passing- 
Sm wavTwv, through all the forementioned places of Judea, | 
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Samaria, and Galilee, he came down also to the saints that 
dwelt at Lnjdda, a city in the tribe of Benjamin.] He being 
the chief apostle of the circumcision, visits the brethren 
in those parts that were circumcised : but that he went 
down to Antioch, arid founded the church there, and sat 
bishop in it five or seven years, as Baronius fancies, is 
not only besides the text, which mentions nothing of St. Pe- 
ter's going beyond the places here mentioned, but is plainly 
inconsistent with his imprisonment at Jerusalem, (chap, 
xii.) and with his abode at Joppa till he went to Caesarea, 
(ix. 43. xi.5.) Still more ridiculous are they who say, he went 
to visit all Christian churches everywhere; it being plain ' 
from the history of the Acts, that he abode at Joppa till he 
went to Caesarea, and that from thence he returned to Jeru- 
salem. (Acts xi. 2.) And there is as much reason to say, that 
Philip did so, because from Azotus, a city of the Philis- 
tines, (1 Sam. v. 2.)hepreached through all the cities till he 
came to Cmsarea, (viii. 43.) That ever he was at Antioch, 
till St. Paul and Barnabas having founded a church there, 
he came, and was sharply rebuked by St. Paul for his 
dissimulation against his own knowledge and miraculous 
conviction, I find no reason to believe. 

[ 14 ]Ver. 3G. Tabitha, xohich by interpretation is called 
Dorcas.] i.e. A roe, both in Greek and Hebrew, say the 
Allegorists, from her quick sight into spiritual things, and 
her high contemplations, these roes feeding on the moun- 
tains; as if this name had been given her by way of pro- 
phecy. The reason why St. Luke gives this interpretation 
of her Syriac name seems rather to be this, that she being 
a Graecising Jewess, was called by the first name by the 
Jews, and by the second among the Greeks. 

CHAR X. 

1. X HERE was a certain man in Caesarea called Corne- 
lius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, 

2. (He was) a devout man, and [ x ] one that feared 
(the true) God with all his house, (they being all prose- 
lytes of the gate, one also) who gave much alms to the 
(indigent)' people, and [ 2 ] prayed to God always, (i. e. 
morning and evening daily, and at all the hours of prayer. 

3. [ 3 ] And) he saw in a vision evidently, [ 4 ] about -the 
ninth hour of the day, (the time of the evening sacrifice, when 
he was praying, ver. 39.) an angel of God coming to him (in 
the likeness of a man, ver. 30.) and saying to him, Cornelius ! 

4. And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, 
What is it, Lord, (thou wouldest say to me) ? And he said 
to him, [ 5 ]Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a 
memorial (for good to thee) before God. - 

5. And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, 
[f] whose surname is Peter : 

6. He lodgeth (there) with one Simon a tanner, whose 
house is by the sea-side : he (being come) shall tell thee 
what thou oughtest to do, (that thou mayest,be saved, xi. 14.) 

7. And when the angel which spake to Cornelius was 
departed, he called two of his household-servants, and a 
devout soldier (who was a proselyte, and one) of them 
who waited on him continually; 

8. And when he had declared all things to them (which the 
angel had said tohiin), he sent them to Joppa (for Peter). 

9. On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and 
drew nigh to the city, [ 7 ] Peter went up upon the housetop 
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to pray (towards the temple) about the sixth hour (beini) 
an hour of prayer): 

10. And became very hungry, and would have eaten: 
but while they made ready (Gr. were preparing something 
for him to eat), he fell into a trance (or ecstasy), < 

11. And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel, de- 
scending to him as it had been a great sheet knit at the 
four corners, and let down to the earth: 

12. Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of 
the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls 
of the air (clean and unclean beasts together). 

13. And there came a voice to him, (saying,) Rise, Pe- 
ter; kill, and eat (of them without distinction). 

14. But Peter said, (lean) hot (do) so, Lord ; for (out 
of regard to the law) I have never eaten any thing that is 
(in it styled) common or unclean. 

15: And the voice spake to him again the second time 
(saying), What (that) God (who instituted the law of 
Moses, by this declaration of his' will) [ 8 ] hath cleansed, 
that call not thou (any longer) common. 

1G. ( And) [ 9 ] this was done thrice (for the certainty of 
the thing) : and (then) the vessel was received up again 
into heaven. 

17. Now while Peter doubted in himself what that 
vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men 
who were sent* from Cornelius had made inquiry for Si- 
mon's house, and stood before the gate, 

18. And called, and asked whether Simon, who was sur- 
named Peter, lodged there. 

19. While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said 
unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. 

20. Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with 
them, doubting nothing (of the unlawfulness of conversing 
with them): for I have sent them. 

21. Then Peter went down to the men, which were sent 
to him from Cornelius ; and said, Behold, I am he whom ye 
seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come (to me)? 

22. And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, 
and one that feareth God, and (is) of good report among 
all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by a 
holy angel to send for thee (to come) into his house, and to 
hear words of thee. 

23. Then called he them in, and lodged them. And on 
the morrow Peter went away with them, and certain bre- 
thren from Joppa (six in number, being Jews), accompanied 
him (the providence of God so ordering it, that they might 
be witnesses of what was said and done). 

24. And the morrow after they entered into Ceesarea. And 
Cornelius waited forthem, and had called together his kins- 
men and near friends (Gr. and Cornelius, calling together his 
kinsmenandnearfriends,tohear'whatPeter shouldsay to them 
concerning the way of salvation, xi. 14. was expecting them). 

25. And as Peter was coming in, [ 10 J Cornelius met him, 
and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him. 

2G. But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself 
also am a man ( and so cannot receive such worship). 

27. And as he talked with him, he went in, and found 
many that were come together (to hear his words). 

28. And ho said to them, Ye know that (according to 
the traditions of the Jews) it is an unlawful thing for a 
man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of 
another nation-fas being by them accounted unclean) ; but 



God hath shewed me (by a vision) that I should not (from 
henceforth) call any man common or unclean. 

29. Therefore came I to you without gainsaying, as 
soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye 
have sent for me? 

30. And Cornelius said, ["] Four days ago I was fast- 
ing unto this hour ; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my 
house, and, behold, (an angel in the shape of) a man stood 
before me in bright clothing, 

31. And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine 
alms arc had in remembrance in the sight of God. 

32. Send* therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, 
whose surname is Peter ; he is lodged in the house of one 
Simon a tanner, by the sea-side : who, when he is come, 
shall speak to thee, (ver. 6.) 

33. Immediately therefore I sent to thee ; and thou hast 
done well that thou art come. Now therefore are we all 
here present before God, to hear all things that are com- 
manded thee of God (to say to us), f 

34. Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth 
[ 14 ] I perceive that God is no respecter of persons (i. e. he 
accepts no man merely because he is of such a nation, pr de- 
scended from such ancestors): 

35. But in every nation he that feareth him, and w r orketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him. 

3G. (Ye know) [ l3 ] the word which God sent to the 
children of Israel, preaching peace (and reconciliation to 
himself) by Jesus Christ ; hfe is Lord of all : (God having 
exalted him to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance 
and remission of sins, v. 21.) 

87. That word (I say) you know, which was published 
throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee, after the 
baptism which John preached ; 

38. How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth (i, e. Jesus of 
Nazareth ye know, and hoxo God anointed him) with the 
Holy Ghost and with power : who, (thereupon) went about 
doing good, and healed all that were oppressed of the de- 
vil ; for God was with him. 

39. And we are witnesses of all things that he did both 
in the land of the Jews, and in, Jerusalem ; whom (yet) 
they (of the Jews) slew, and hanged on a tree : 

40. (We also testify, that) him God raised up on the 
third day, and shewed him openly; 

41. Not to all the people, but to (us his) witnesses, 
chosen before of God (to testify this to the world) ; to us 
(Isay), [ 14 ] who did eat and drink with him after that he 
arose from the dead. 

42. And he commanded us to preach to the people, and 
to testify that it is he who was (is) ordained of God to be 
the Judge of quick and dead. 

43. To him give all the prophets witness, that through 
(faith in) his name, whosoever believeth in him shall re- 
ceive remission of sins. N 

44. While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost 
fell on all them that heard the word, (as on the apostles at 
the beginning, xi. 15.) 

45. And they of the circumcision which believed (con- 
ceiving God had no such regard to the gentiles) were asto- 
nished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the 
gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

4G. For they heard them speak with tongues, and mag- 
nify God. Then answered Peter, 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. X,] 



ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 



547 



- 47. [ 1S ] Can any man forbid water, that these should not 
be baptized (i. e. Can he gainsay the baptizing of them 
with water), who have received the (baptism of the) Holy 
Ghost as well as we ? ; 

48. And he [ l6 ] commanded them to be baptized [«] in 
the name of the Lord (Jesus). Then prayed they him to 
tarry certain days. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. X. 

f 1 ] Ver. 2. KAI X (pofioipBvog rbv Scov.] So we read, 
2Chron. v. 6. that king Solomon, and all the congregation of 
Israel, were assembled, ml 61 <f>ofiovix*vot 9 and the proselytes ; 
they being men, saith Solomon, who know thy name, row 
(pofitiaOat <t£, to fear thee, vi. 33. This was the title given 
to them, who so far embraced the Jewish religion as to 
^worship the God of Israel only, and were styled by thfem 
proselytes of the gate, and men fearing God. SoBemidvar 
Rabba on those words, Blessed is the man 6 tf>oj3o6/uvo£ 
TovKvptov, thatfeareth £Aeiortf,Psal.cxii. 1. saith, These 
are the proselytes, and therefore they are mentioned next 
to the men of Israel ; as when St Paul saith, Ye men of 
Israel, ml ol lv ftfuv Qofovfitvot rov £*6v, and ye that fear 
God, hearken, Acts xiii. 1G.2C. where, saith CEcumenius, 
ijiofiovfilvovc tov Stbv TrpQGy\kvTovQ IkclXu, he calls the pro- 
selytes, men tJiat feared God: and because these men had 
a court in the temple, where they came to worship the 
true God, and offer sacrifices to him ; hence they were 
called <r«j3o/i£voi, the worshippers, as when it is said, many 
of the Jews, mi twv <xf/3o/*£vwv 7rpo<rr)Xvrwv, and of the wor- 
shipping proselytes, followed Paid and Barnabas, Acts xiii. 
43. and there followed them a great multitude', ru>v azfiofiivuv 
fAX//vwv, of the worshipping .Greeks, that is, the proselytes, 
saith CEcumenius. And these bcing^also called by them. 
chasidim, are in the New Testament called tveefitie ml 
zvXafitig, pious and devout men, as here, ver. 1. 7. But not- 
withstanding all these titles, they counted them unclean as 
well as other gentiles, saying * A sojourning proselyte is as- 
a gentile in allthings; and therefore they of the circumci- 
sion contend* with Peter for going in to converse with them. 
Yet it is not unpleasant to observe, that though they held 
their persons thus unclean, they deemed the alms they gave 
to the Jews clean, saith Lightfoot ; and because Cornelius 
was free in giving, them to the Jews of Samaria, he was a^ 
man of good repute among theni all, ver. 22. ' 

[ 2 ] And prayed to God always.] i. e. Daily and at all the' 
hours of prayer. (Sec tho note on 1 Thess. v. 17.) i It 
also well deserves to be observed, that he feared God with 
dll his house; this being still the commendation of pious 
men, that they made all their house religious : so Gen. 
xviii. 19. Iknow Abraham, that he will command his chil- 
dren, and his household after him, and they shall keep the 
way of the Lord: and, Josh. xxiv. 15. As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord: and pious Christians made 
their whole families converts to the Christian faith : so we 
read of the nobleman at Capernaum, that he himself be* 
Viewed, and all his house ; (John iv. 53.) of the jailor, that 
he believed in God with all his house, and was baptized, he 
and all his, straightway; (Acts xvi. 33,34.) and of Cris- 
pus, a chief ruler of the synagogue, that he believed in the 
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Lord with all his house, (xviii. 8.) Hence they who had 
made their whole family Christians, are saluted by St. 
Paul thus, To such a one; and the church in his house. (See 
note on 1 Cor. xvi. 19.) And O that this was carefully ob- 
served and imitated by all that are calledChristians ! 

[ 3 ] Ver. 3. He saw in a vision^ <pavtpu>g, openly.'] ?..e. 
Waking, and with his bodily eyes; for there were also 
visions in a dream ; (Gen. xx. 3. xxviii. 12. Job iv* 13.) so 
St. Paul saw, lv Ikgtugu lipafxa, a vision in an ecstasy, (xi. 5.) 
and when he was blind, he saw in a vision Ananias, (ix. 12.) 

[ 4 ] About the ninth hour.] The time of the evening sa- 
crifice ; a very fit time to tell him, that his prayers and 
alms, which were spiritual sacrifices, were come up before* 
God as an evening sacrifice : for at>the same time, the 
angel was sent to tell Daniel that his prayer was heard. 
(Dan.ix.21.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 4. TIty prayers and thine alms are come up for a 
memorial, &c] The word /ivtj^oowov, rendered ^memorial, 
is used both of the incense oifered up with the sacrifice, 
(Lev. ii. 2. 9.) and of a part or handful of the mincha of- 
fered up to God ; (Iiev. v. 12. Numb. v. 15. 18. 26.) in which 
two places no incenso'was to be admitted, it being an 
offering for sin, or a memorial for iniquity ; so that there, 
not the incense or perfume, but part of the mincha or obla- 
tion put upon the altar, is called ascharah, a memorial. 
Now seeing alms are the Christian sacrifices, and are called 
so by the apostle, Phil. iv. 18. and seeing. our prayers are 
said to ascend as incense, and are so styled, Rev. v. 8. 
viii. 3. seeing they are our sacrifice of praise, Hcb. xiii. 
15. and alms our odour or sweet savour, Phil. iv. 18. the al- 
lusion here may very fitly relate to both. 

I 6 ] Ver. 5. Whose surname is, Peter.] And so through- 
out this story : for Christ having said to him, Thou art Pe- 
ter, i. e. a rock, and upon this rock will I build my church, 
i. e. lay the foundation of a church among the Jews, as he 
did by Peter, (Acts ii. 47.) and among the gentiles, as he 
doth here ; therefore Cornelius is bid to send, not to Jeru- 
salem to James 6r- John, nor to Damascus for Paul, the 
apostle of the gentiles, but to Joppa for Simon, whose sur- 
name was Peter, that from him he might hear those words 
by which he and his house should be saved, (xi. 14.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 9. Peter went up unto the housetop to pray at 
thesixth'hour.] This being about noon, was, by the Jews, 
styled the time of the mincha gedola, one of the three 
daily hours of prayer, which devout men used. .So Daniel 
prayed three times a day, vi. 10. morning, evening^ and at 
the mincha: and David saith, Psal. lv. 17. evening, and 
morning, and at noon, will I pray to thee; evening, and 
morning, and at mincha, three times of prayer : so R.Saa- 
dias and R. Solomon. Note also, that though St. Peter 
had been so long a convert to. Christianity, he keeps close 
to the customs of the Jews, not only as to their hours of 
prayer, but as to their manner of praying towards the tem- 
ple,, when they were out of Judea or Jerusalem, and so 
could not go up to the temple at the hour of prayer; for 
he goes up to the top or roof of the house, to pray, towards 
Jerusalem, as Daniel did, vi. 10. Solomon, at the dedi- 
cation of the temple, praying so oft, that God would hear 
the prayers the men, of Israel" should make toivards that 
place. (1 Kings viii. 29, 30. 35. 38. 44. 48.) And when it is 
said of Hczckiah, 2 Kings xx. 2. Isa. xxxviii. 3. that he 
turned his face towards the wall ; the Targum saith, this 
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was the wall of the house of the sanctuary ; and therefore, 
in all likelihood, St. Peter, being at Joppa, went up to the 
roof of the house to pray, for the same reason. 

[ 8 ] Vcr. 15. What God hath cleansed, call not thou com- 
mon, firj <rv Koivov, do not thou pollute.'] For explication of 
all. that in this chapter is mentioned, with relation to this 
matter, let it be noted ; 

First, That it was the priest's office in case of leprosy, 
and other matters of like nature, to pronounce the thing or 
person under examination clean or unclean, and though 
this was done only by a declarative sentence, yet it f is 
expressed effectively; for in the Hebrew the words arc 
WTiOl 1NDD/1, and in the Greek, KoiKaOaptu avrbv, koI fiiavu 
avrbv, the priest shall cleanse, the priest shall pollute him: 
so Lev. xiii. G. 8. 11. 13. 17. 20. and. so on. \ Accordingly, 
the voice here says, What God hath cleansed (i % e. by this 
vision and command declared to be clean) that do not thou 
pollute (i.e. pronounce not thou unclean). Note, 
, Secondly, That the two great things which made the par- 
tition-wall betwixt Jew and gentile, were the rite, of, cir- 
cumcision, and the distinction between clean and unclean 
meats; of. these two, circumcision was common to them 
from the beginning with the lshmaclitcs, and afterward 
with many other nations ; but the abstaining from all 
meats, forbidden by the law of Moses as unclean, was pe- 
culiar to the Jews, and distinguished them from all, the 
nations of the world ; and that .this was the true scope of 
these laws, .even to separate them from all other nations, 
by a diet peculiar to themselves, which might keep, them 
from familiar converse with the gentiles, and so from learn- 
ing their idolatrous customs, God himself declarelh, say- 
ing, Lev. xx. 23 — 25. 1 am the Lord your God which have 
separated you from other people; ye shall therefore put a 
difference between clean beasts and unclean, and between un- 
clean fowls and clean ; and you shall not make yourselves 
abominable by beast, or by fowl, or by any manner of creep- 
ing thing that creepeth on the ground, which I have separated 
from. you as .unclean. And ye shall be holy to me, for I the 
Lord am holy; and have severed you from .other people, that 
ye should be mine. Hence it must follow, that though the 
Egyptians, the Syrians, and other nations, might abstain 
from some of these beasts as unclean, yet not any of them 
observed the distinction of meats prescribed by Moses, for 
then God could not, by it, have separated them from all 
other nations to himself. And suitable to this is the ac- 
count which Eleazer the high-priest gives of these laws in 
Aristeas,* that God, iravroStv vfiag wzpttypaZtv ayvdatg, kol 
§ta j3/>wrwv Kal ttotwv, 07rwc *v /irjScvl avvaXKryovfiivoi /XTfS' opt- . 
XoDvrcc i>av\oig St a Tpotpag Aa//j3avw/iev, had hedged them in 
with these purifications, as to meats and drinks, that, not eat- 
ing or conversing with evil men, they might not be defiled. 
Or as Eusebiusf hath it from the same author, o™c /"jScvl 
twv aXXiov iOvo)v iTrifiiaydjfnSa Kara /urjS^v, that they might in 
nothing be mixed with other nations, but be kept pure both 
as to soul and body. 

And, lastly, being thus separated by this precept from 
all familiar converse with other nations, hence they eame 
to look on them who did not use this abstinence as un- 
clean ; because they freely did eat of those things which 
the law made unclean to them; and to say that the unclean 
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beasts did signify the people of the world. (So It. Mena- 
hem on Lev. xi.) Now hence we learn, 

First, Why in this vision there is a representation of all 
manner of bcas(s, fowls, and creeping things; viz. because 
all these arc mentioned Lev. xx. 24. as things, by abstain- 
ing from some of. which as unclean, God bad separated 
them from other nations to himself. 

Secondly, We sec the reason why the men of the circum- 
cision object to St. Peter these two things, viz. TJiat he 
went in to the nncircumcised, and did eat with them; (xi. 3.) 
to wit, because it was chiefly by these two things they were 
separated from other nations. 

Thirdly, We learn why St. Peter saith, (vcr. 28.) that God 
had by this vision shewed him that he should call no man 
common or unclean, viz. because he, by this declaration and 
command, had taken away that distinction which hindered 
their converse with other nations: and, 

Fourthly, We see how necessary and expedient it was, 
that this liberty of eating meats indifferently, should be so 
fully declared from heaven to the Jews; because it being 
by God declared a law given for this very purpose, that 
they might be severed to himself from other nations, they 
durst not do any thing, without a revelation, which seemed 
to violate it ; and without breaking through the traditions 
they had received about it, they could not have executed 
their commission to teach, or make disciples in all nations. 
Hence Peter is bid to go to them, /i^Slv dtaKptvofitvoc, put- 
ting no difference betwixt them and the Jews, as that phrase 
often signifies. (See Acts xv. 9. and the note on Rom. 
xiv.23.) 

. [ 9 ] Ver. 1G. This was done thrice,] As Pharaoh's dream 
was doubled, for the certainty of the thing, Gen. xli. 32., 

[ 10 ] Ver. 25,' 26. Cornelius fell down at his feet and wor- 
shipped him. But Peter said, Stand up; I myself also am a 
man.] If the worship intended and given to him by Corne- 
lius was religious worship, Peter declares such worship was 
not to be given to a mere man ; if it was only civil worship, 
he, who^thought it not fit to receive that, would much less 
have received religious worship. 

[ u ] Ver. 30. 'Atto Ttrdprr\Q VfitpaC ^X9 l Ta ^ TT iC tt\q &pag 
Vfxriv vTforcvwv, Four days ago I was fasting until this hour.] 
The Greek, say some critics, is to be rendered thus, From 
the fourth day to this hour I was, or have been, fasting ; so 
that Cornelius, according to this import of them, must have 
been fasting four days together; but this cannot be the true 
sense of the words of Cornelius; for this hour is the hour 
of his speaking to St. Peter, and the same day he saw his 
vision, which yet he saw not when St. Peter was come to 
him, but four days before ; the meaning therefore is, that 
four days since he was fasting till the same hour of the day 
in which he spake thus to St. Peter: so a<£' yfxlpuv apxaiiov, 
is a long time ago, Acts xv. 7. airb iripvm, a year ago, 
2 Cor. viii. 10. ix. 2. and therefore Budaeus, having said 
that otto is often put for /icra,- saith, these words arc to be 
rendered quartoabhinc die; and Grotius renders them thus, 
die dnte hoc tempus quartajejunaveram, both justifying our 
translation. 

[ Je ] Ver. 34. I perceive God is no respecter of persons, 
&c] I shall shew in the note on James ii. 1. that respect 
of persons in matters judicial, is shewed, when men judge 
others not according to the merits of the cause, but accord- 
ing to outward respects, which relate nothing to it, as the 
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greatness, richness, meanness, and poverty of the person, 
relation, friendship, or affection ; and so in spirituals, to 
accept persons is to respect them aud their services, not on 
the account of any thing that makes them better, or more fit 
to be regarded than others, or which is more acceptable in 
the sight of God, but on the account of the nation to which 
they belong, or the ancestors from which they were de- 
scended. Thus, because God had chosen the Jews to be 
his people, by reason of the piety of their forefathers, and 
to perform his promise made to them, the Jews imagined 
that God would accept them and their services on that ac- 
count, that they were of the Jewish nation, and of the seed 
of Abraham according to the flesh, and that he would not 
accept the persons or regard the services of the gentiles, for 
want of these things ; but these false conceptions St. Paul, 
in his Epistle to the Romans, and St. Peter here, refute: 
shewing (1.) that men, not oilly of the Jewish, but of any 
.other nation, may be acceptable to God, there being one 
God, tcJio is rich (in goodness) to all that call upon him, 
whether Jew or gentile, (Rom. x. 12.) he being the God not 
ofJeivs only, but also of the gentiles, and so as ready to'jus- 
tify them through faith, as to justify the Jews. (Rom. iii. 
29, 30.) (2.) That God accepts such men, not on the ac- 
count of their descent or circumcision, but because they 
fear God and work righteousness: thus Cornelius being one 
that feared God, and gave much alms, (ver. 2, 3.) his 
prayers and alms came before God for a memorial for good 
to him; whence it is evident, that some of other nations, 
owning the true God, not only might, but actually did,/^ar 
God and work righteousness, and otherwise they very ill 
deserved the title given to the proselytes of the gate; (see 
the note on ver. 2.) nor could St. Peter perceive that God 
was no respecter of persons on the account of a thing which 
never did nor could happen; or St. Paul say, Glory ^ ho- 
nour, and peace shall be to every one that doeth good, to the 
Jew first, and also to the gentile: for there is no respect of 
persons with God. (Rom. ii. 10, 11.) How far such persons 
may be accepted with God, and on what account, see my 
conjecture on Rom. ii. 14. 

[ J3 ] Ver. 36. The word which God sent, to the children of 
Israel, &c] The apostle's discourse from this to the forty- 
third verse seems to be to this efTect; viz. (1.) That there 
was an offer made by the gospel of peace, i; e. of reconcili- 
ation and salvation by Jesus Christ, the author of that gos- 
pel, ver. 36, 37. (2.) That he was able to make good that 
promise, as being Lord of all things. (3.) That he who 
preached this doctrine was a true prophet, he being 
anointed witli the Holy Ghost for u that office, and confirm- 
ing what he said by powerful miracles, ver. 38. (4.) That 
this doctrine, and these miracles, could not be reasonably 
questioned, they who were with him from the beginning 
being witnesses of what he said and did, ver. 39. And 
(5.) whereas it might be objected, that he was dead, and so 
could not be able to confer these blessings on them who be- 
lieved in him, it is added, ver. 40. that him God raised up 
the third day according to his own prediction, and that of 
this resurrection they were all eye-witnesses, sufficiently 
instructed to give in their testimony concerning it by his 
frequent appearances to, and familiar converse with, them, 
ver. 41. ' (6.) That after his resurrection they had received 
a commission from God to testify that he was appointed to 
be Judge of the quick and dead, and so to give that peace 



.and salvation he had promised in his gospel to his faithful 
servants, ver. 42. And, lastly, that to all this all the pro- 
phetshad given in their suffrages, by declaring, that through 
his name all that believed in him should receive remission of 
sinf, ver. 43. Note also, that it is not to be wondered that 
St. Peter should say to Cornelius and his kinsmen, who 
were already proselytes of the gate, and lived at Caesarea, 
the seat of the governor of Judea, where the Jews dwelt, 
and whither they continually resorted, and where Philip 
had already preached the gospel, (Acts viii. 40.) Ye know 
this zoord, he meaning not that they were persuaded of the 
truth of it, but only that they had heard the fame, and were 
acquainted with the report, 

[ M ] Ver. 41. Who did eat and drink with him.'] That in their 
presence he.did eat part of a fish and of a honeycomb," they 
had then with them, we read expressly, Lukexxiv. 41—43. 
that they did eat of the bread and fish he had provided for 
them, may be collected from his invitation to them to come 
and dine, John xxi. 12. which doubtless they refused not; 
and since we may reasonably suppose they did not dine 
without drinking, we must have reason to believe they did 
eat and drink with him. . * 

[ 15 ] Ver. 47. \Cdn any man forbid water, that these should 
not be baptized?] These words contain a plain and a con- 
vincing demonstration of the falsehood of the quakers' doc- 
trine, that water-baptism is unnecessary to them who have 
received the inward baptism of the Spirit; since the apostle 
here not only declares that water-baptism ought therefore 
to be administered to these persons, because they had al- 
ready. been baptized with the Holy Ghost; but also com- 
mands them to be baptized upon that account. 

[ 16 ] Ver. 48. And he commanded them to be baptized.] 
Whom did he command to do this? the gentiles ? It seem- 
eth at first sight absurd, that they who were not yet bap- 
tized should baptize others: or was it the Jews that came 
then with him? they seem only to be lay-brethren, who 
only were permitted to baptize in case of necessity; it 
seemeth therefore reasonable to say, that he commanded, 
water to be brought for their baptism, and then performed 
himself the office, or left it to be done by gifted persons. 

[ 17 ] In the name ofthe Lord Jesus.] Here the note of Grotius 
is this, that in the name of Christ the anointed, is under- 
stood he that anointed him, and the Spirit by whom he was 
anointed; but here the Spirit had fallen upon them already, 
and so they who thus felt his influence enabling them to 
speak with tongues, must believe in him already, and being 
proselytes of the gate, they believed already in God the 
Father, and came to hear what he should say to them; it 
was therefore only necessary, that by receiving Christian 
baptism, they should profess their faith in the Lord Jesus. 

CHAP. XI. 

1. 1 1 ] AND (Se, then) the apostles and brethren that were 
in Judea heard that the gentiles had also received the 
word of God. 

2. And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, [ 2 ] they 
who were of the circumcision (being still zealous for the 
lata of Moses and the traditions of the elders) contended 
with him, 

3. Saying, Thou (violating the tradition of our fathers) 
wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with them. 
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4. But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, 
and expounded it by order to them (Gr. d^aya vog l^triOtro 
avTotc KaQt£?iQ, beginning, expounded to them the matter 
orderly), saying, 

5. I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance 
I saw a vision, (viz.) A certain vessel descended (Gr. de- 
scending), as it had been a great sheet, let down from 
heaven by four corners; and it came even to me: 

G. Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I 
considered (Gr. ug fjv drevlaag kartvoow, attending to which, 
I observed), and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and 
wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 

7. And I heard a voice saying to me, Arise, Peter; slay 
and eat (freely of them to satisfy thy hunger, x. 10.) 

8. But I said, (I can) not (do) so, Lord ; for (being a 
strict observer of the lata of Moses) nothing common or un- 
clean hath at any time entered into my mouth. 

9. But the voice (of the Lord) answered me again (Gr. 
the second time) from heaven, (saying,) What (that) God 
(who instituted the law of Moses, by this declaration of 
his will) hath cleansed, that call not thou (any longer) 
common. 

10. And this was done three times (for the certainty of 
the thing): and (then) tx\\(the things I had seen) were 
drawn up again into heaven. 

11. And, behold, immediately (after this vision) there 
were three men already come to the house where I was, 
(they being) sent from Caesarea to me. 

12. And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubt- 
ing (to converse with them though they were gentiles, or put- 
ting no difference betwixt them and Jews, as betwixt persons 
clean and unclean). Moreover these six brethren ( here 
present, as witnesses of the truth of what I say,) accompa- 
nied me, and we entered into the man's house ( who sent 
for me) : 

13. And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in his 
house, who stood (by him), and said to him, Send men to 
Joppa, and (by them) call for Simon, whose surname is 
Peter; 

14. [ 3 ] Who shall tell thee words, by which thou and all 
thy house (believing them) shall be saved. 

15. And as I began to speak (and had not long con- 
tinued my discourse), [ 4 ] the Holy Ghost fell on them, as 
(he had done) on us at the beginning, (Acts ii. enabling 
them to speak with tongues, and to prophesy, x. 44 — 4G.) 

1G. Then remembered I the word of the Lord (Jesus), 
how that ho said (to us, Actsi. 5.) John indeed baptized 
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 

17. Forasmuch then as God gave them- (though gen- 
tiles and uncircumcised) the like gift as (he had given) 
to us (circumcised Jews), who believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ; what was I that I could withstand God? (Gr. hoiv 
was I able to hinder God; viz. by refusing to receive them 
into the church by baptism, x. 47. whom he had already bap- 
tized zvith the Holy Ghost? 

18. And) when they heard these things they held their 
peace (being satisfied with this account of St. Peters ac- 
tions), and (they) glorified God (for his goodness to the 
gentiles), saying, Then (Gr. apa ye, surely) hath [*] God 
also to the, gentiles granted repentance unto life. 

19. Now they which were scattered abroad upon the 
persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as 



Phoenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, [ 6 ] preaching the word 
to none but to the Jews only. 

20. And some of them were (by birth) men of Cyprus 
and Cyrene,who, when they were come to Antioch, (7]spake 
to the Grecians, (Gr. npog roue tWriviorag, to theJetvs using 
the Greek language, see note on vi. L) preaching the Lord 
Jesus. 

21. And (they being men enabled and authorized for 
this work by the Holy Ghost's descent upon them for this 
end, Acts ii. 9, 10.) the hand (or power) of the Lord was 
with them, and a great number believed, and turned unto 
the Lord. 

22. Then tidings of these things came to the ears of the 
church which was at Jerusalem: and they sent forth Bar- 
nabas (a Cyprian), that he should go (dttXOuv, to go through 
those places) as far as (even to) Antioch. 

23. Who when he came, and had seen (Gr. coming, and 
seeing) the grace of God (i. e. the prevalency of the gospel 
among them), was glad, and exhorted them .all, that with 
(full) purpose of heart they would cleave to the Lord. 

24. For the was a good man, and full of the (gifts of 
the) Holy Ghost and of faith : and (by this means) much 
people was added to the Lord (L e. believed in the Lord 
Jesus). 

25. Then departed Barnabas (from Antioch) to Tarsus, 
to seek Saul, (perhaps that he being an apostle might lay his 
hands on some of them, that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost, Acts viii. 17.) 

26. And when he had found him,'he brought him to An- 
tioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assem- 
bled themselves with (or in) the church, and taught much 
people. And the (-y who formerly were called) disciples 
[ 8 ] were called Christians first in Antioch. 

27. And in those days came- prophets (i. e. men who had 
the gift of foretelling things to come) from Jerusalem to 
Antioch. 

28. And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and 
signified by (the afflatus of) the Spirit, .that there should 
be a great dearth [^throughout all the world (i. e. the 
Roman empire): which came to pass in the days of Clau- 
dius Caesar. 

29. Then the, disciples (of Antioch and the places adja- 
cent), every man according to his ability, determined to 
send relief to the brethren which dwelt in Judea: 

30. Which also they did, and [ 10 ] sent it to the elders (of 
the Jews) by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XL 
[}] Ver. 1. WHEN the apostles and brethren had heard 
that the gentiles had received the word of God.] This they 
then only heard, because it was then only done, they who 
before preached the word doing it only to the Jews, 
ver. 19. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. AuKpivovTO vpbg aitTov ol Ik 7T£/>tro/n;c, They of 
the circumcision contended with him.'] I see no reason here 
to except any of the ) believing Jews (unless perhaps the 
apostles) from this contention, they being all zealous of the 
law and of their customs, and not enduring to hear that any 
Jew should act contrary to them; (Acts xxi. 20,21.) and 
St. Peter himself being of that mind till he had received this 
vision, and laying it down as a known rule, (Acts x. 28.) 
that it was unlawful for a Jew to converse with an alien, 
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and even after this vision, withdrawing himself from the 
believing gentiles for fear of the Jews, which came from 
Jerusalem, (Gal. ii. 12.) and they of the dispersion preach- 
ing to the Jews only. Note also hence, that the believers 
knew nothing of the supremacy, and much less of the in- 
fallibility of St. Peter; for otherwise they would not have 
dared thus to rise up against their sitpreme governor, much 
less would they have condemned the actions of their infal- 
lible teacher. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 14. U7io shall speak to thee words, by which thou 
and all thy house shall be saved.'] God, saith Grotius, after 
he had sent Christ, would admit of no other way of ob- 
taining the salvation promised in the gospel, but by the 
knowledge of him, which is certainly true of all who were 
capable of coming to the knowledge of him : how far he 
might accept of others, see my conjecture, note on Rom. 
ii. 14. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 15. Tlie Holy Ghost fell upon them> SxnrEp koi l<p 
Tifxag lv ry apxv> °s upon us at the beginning.] They there- 
fore having received the like gifts, which were the fruits of 
faith, must be looked on as brethren and disciples of the 
Lord, and so must be admitted into his church by that bap- 
tism, which Christ instituted to be administered to all his 
disciples;* being united by his Spirit to Christ their head, 
they must be owned as his members ; God having owned 
them, by imparting to them these spiritual gifts, they must 
be owned by us, and he having purified their hearts by 
faith, (xv. 9.) they must no longer be looked on by us as 
unclean. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 18. Then hath God granted to the gentiles repent- 
ance unto life.'] The Jews had the highest thoughts of 
themselves, as if all God's blessings were designed for 
them only, and the meanest and even vilest thoughts of 
all other nations, as if God counted them only as spittle. 
Thou madest the ivorld for our sakes (saith the book of 
Esdras); as for the other people, thou hast said, They are 
nothing, but like to spittle, and they have ever been re- 
puted as nothing, 2 Esd, vi. 55 — 57. They imagined, that 
the Messiah was to make them a glorious people, and to 
save them, but to destroy or to enslave all other nations to 
them ; and that God would save all of them as being chil- 
dren of Abraham, but that all the rest of the world were 
fuel for hell-fire; and this made them so to contemn them, 
and never think of their being saved any other way than by 
being proselytes to their law. Hence, in the former chap- 
ter, they so much admire that the Holy Ghost should fall 
on them, ver. 45. and here speak of it as a thing beyond 
their imagination, that God should grant repentance unto 
life to them: hence do the unbelieving Jews forbid the 
apostles to speak to the gentiles that they might be saved, 
2 Thess. ii. 16. and cry out against St. Paul as one not fit 
to live, because he said, Christ would send him to the gen- 
tiles, Acts xxii. 21, 22. 

Tote Wvkjiv 6 0£oc fxtTavotav tSwfccv, Then hath God given 
to the gentiles repentance.] From these words and from 
Eph.ii.8. Faith is the gift of God, and from God's promise 
to the Jews, I will give them a heart to know wie,Jcr.xxiv. 7. 
I will give them a neto heart, Ezek. xi. 19. xxxvi. 2G. some 
argue thus ; What God gives, wc only receive from him, 
and so are only passive in it; but God gives faith, repent- 
ance, and a new heart; therefore we neither do, nor can do 
any thing towards the obtaining of them. 



In answer therefore to these and all other passages of a 
like nature dispersed through the Scriptures, I shall shew, 
first, that they must be consistent with God's commands and 
exhortations directed to us to perform our duty, with his 
promises and motives to excite us to the performance of it, 
and with his threats denounced against those who do neg- 
lect it; and so must be so far from excluding, that they do 
rather presuppose our industry; as will be evident, 

First, Because he promises those very blessings he is 
said to give to their industry and diligence who receive 
them, v. g. The Lord giveth wisdom, (Eccles. ii. 16.) but 
then he gives it only on this condition, that we ask it in 
faith, (James i. 4.) that we apply our hearts to seek it: 
(Eccles. vii. 25.) so that to argue as these men do in this 
case, is plainly to contradict the mind of the Holy Ghost, 
who, for this very reason, that God is the giver of it, requires 
us to incline our ears to wisdom, and to apply our hearts to 
understanding ; to cry after knowledge, and lift up our voice 
for understanding ; to seek for her as for silver, and to search 
for her as for hid treasure; suspending our enjoyment of 
her upon all this diligence, by saying, Then shall thou un- 
derstand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of 
God : for the Lord giveth wisdom. (Prov. ii.2 — G.) Again, 
Faith cometh by hearing of the word of God; (Eom.x. 17.) 
this is the ordinary instrument which works repentance and 
conversion in us ; but that it may have this good effect, we 
must hear it with good attention, and improve the know- 
ledge received from it, for to him that thus hath shall more 
be given; (Mark iv. 24, 25.) we must receive it into a good 
and honest heart, and treasure it up there: (Luke viii. 15.) 
for to them only it is giv'en to know the mysteries of Christ's 
kingdom, who thus. improve the knowledge and talents 
which they have received. (Matt. xiii. 11, 12. xxv. 20.) 

Secondly, When there is a want of these or such-like 
dispositions, or some evil dispositions which prejudice us 
against, or indispose us for, the perfonnance of those duties; 
then it is said that these things are not given: so Matt. xiii. 
12. To them it is not given: for this people's heart is waxed 
gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have 
they closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, 
and hear, with their ears, and understand with their hearts, 
and be converted, and I should heal them: so Deut. xxix. 
3, 4. Ye have seen the temptations, signs, and miracles, which 
God wrought for you ; yet the Lord hath not given you a 
heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this 
day;, which must not be imputed to any want of power in 
these things to movo them, much less to a want of the Di- 
vine grace to work upon their hearts by them, for then they 
could not be blamed for not having such a heart; but it 
was wholly to be ascribed to their own negligence and 
perverscness, which rendered them indisposed to receive 
this gift: as will be farther evident, first, from God's vehe- 
ment desire that such good things might havebecn given 
them, which through their own defect in the performance of 
their duty were not given them ; as, v. g. a heart to fear God : 
so Deut. v. 29. O that there were such a heart in them, that 
they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always! 
which is an expression of a most earnest desire that it 
might be so, and therefore an assurance that there was no- 
thing wanting on God's part that was requisite to the ob- 
taining such a heart. Secondly, From his frequent com- 
mands requiring men to believe, repent, arid turn to him, 
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aiid to give their hearts to seek him : so 1 Chron. xxii. 19. 
And now Sort, give your hearts and your souls to seek the 
Lord: for seeing God neither commands what is impossible 
for us to do, nor what he himself will do without us, these 
commands must relate to something which is in our power, 
because it is our duty to perform it : and, thirdly, from the 
commendations which the Scriptures give to them who be- 
lieved, repented, and turned to the Lord; and the repre- 
hensions they give, the punishments they threaten to them 
who neglect to do so : for seeing no man can receive a re- 
ward for what he had no hand in doing, or blame and pu- 
nishment for not performing what he could not be capable 
of doing, these praises and reprehensions shew that these 
things might and ought to have been done by us. 

Having premised this, I proceed, 

Secondly, To shew what arc the various imports of this 
phrase in Scripture, or how and why God may be said to 
give, what, by our industry or our co-operation with his 
grace, and blessing upon our endeavours, we enjoy. 

First, then, w T hcn the thing said to be given is morally 
evil; that God, who can neither himself do, nor incline 
others to do, evil, can be said to give it, only, because he 
gives those faculties by which men are enabled to do it, and 
suffers them, without restraint, to follow the inclinations of 
their own wicked hearts: so tSwfcc Kvpiog, God gave a lying 
spirit in the mouth of Ahab's prophets,! Kings xxii. 23. 
so eSoSt) rtj) Stjofy, it was given to the beast to speak great 
things and blasphemies, Rev. xiii. 15. and, vct. 7. iSo^, it 
was given to him to make war with the saints, and overcome 
them ; and that in this sense God is said to give the heathens 
up to a reprobate mind, to the lustings of their hearts, and 
to dishonourable affections, see the note on Rom. i. 28. 
that thus only he gave to the Jews a spirit of slumber, see 
the note on Rom. xi. 8. Secondly, Sometimes to give doth 
only signify to pronounce, teach, and prescribe; as when 
God saith, Thou shall put the blessing on Mount Gerizim, 
Deut. xi.29. i. e. thou shalt pronounce it thence: thus is 
God said to give to the Jews his sabbaths, viz. by command- 
ing the observation of them, Exod.xvi. 29. and to give 
them those laws and commandments he prescribed and 
taught them by his servant Moses; and in this sense he is 
said to give wisdom, because out of his mouth proceedeth 
understanding, Prov. ii. G." and so he saith, give to the 
wise, i. e. instruction, and he will still be wiser, Prov. ix. 9. 
And in this sense also may he be said to give both faith and 
repentance; because he hath so frequently prescribed them, 
and taught us the advantages we shall reap by them, the 
means to produce them, the inducements to perform them, 
and the evils we shall suffer from the want of them. 

Thirdly, I lay this down as a most certain rule, TJiat 
where God is said to give us any thing which it is our duty to 
obtain, the exercise of that faculty is still supposed which he 
hnth given us already ; and God is only said to give it by 
giving thus those faculties by which we are enabled to ob- 
tain it, and the means and motives which are sufficient to 
excite those faculties to the performance of their proper 
actions ; I say, the exercise of these faculties is always 
presupposed; and when God is, said to give what we are 
to get, and what it is our duty and will be our advantage 
to perform, the meaning only is, he puts it into our power, 
by the exercise of those faculties which he hath given us, 
by attendance to the motives which he affords to excite us 



thus to exercise them, and by the assistance he is ready 
still to give us upon our willingness to do what he requires 
to obtain those things. And, 

First, Thus it is always with respect to natural gifts ; for 
thus God giveth riches, (Eccles. v. 19. vi. 2.) because he 
giveth power to get wealth, (Deut. viii. 18.) but yet it is the 
diligent hand, and the blessing of God upon our labours, 
that maketh rich; (Prov. x. 4. 22.) he giveth us our daily 
bread, yea, he giveth food to all flesh, (Psal. exxxvi. 25.) 
and yet we must eat it in the sweat of our brows, and pro- 
cure it with the labour of our hands ; (Gen. iii. 19.) he giveth 
all things to all men, (Acts xvii. 25.) and to the beasts their 
food, (Psal. cxlvii.19.) but then they must employ those 
faculties which God hath given them to get it : wherefore 
to argue thus — God giveth faith and repentance, and there- 
fore we do nothing to obtain them, is as if I should say, 
God giveth us our daily bread, therefore we must not la- 
bour for it; God giveth food to all flesh, therefore they 
are not to seek after it. * i \\ 

Secondly, Thus it is also with respect to spirituals ; thus 
God giveth wisdom, but it is to them who incline their ears 
to the instructions he hath given them to make them wise, 
and w T ho apply their hearts to understanding: thus the 
Jews argue that God had given repentance to the gentiles ; 
because he had commissionated St. Peter to preach to them 
peace through Jesus Christ, and remission of sins, and they 
upon his preaching had believed in Christ, and received the 
Holy Ghost : so also, though faith be an assent to a Divine 
revelation, and faith in Christ an assent to the revelation 
made in Scripture concerning him, and so must be an act 
of the understanding, requiring only the evidence of the 
truth of that revelation to produce it ; yet is it said to be 
the gift of God, because the objects of that faith are only 
made known to us by Divine revelation ; the motives to 
embrace it are all contained in the same revelation, and 
both are confirmed and made credible to us by the testi- 
mony which God hath given to them, and so God hath done 
all that is requisite on his part to produce this faith in us. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 19. Preaching the word to none but the Jews 
only.'] As thinking it unlawful to converse with men of 
other nations, and not believing that God would give re- 
pentance to the gentiles. Woltzogenius here notes, that 
these men preached without any mission ; and hence con-, 
eludes, that an ordinary mission is not required to autho- 
rize men to preach the gospel. But this is said without 
just ground ; for these men seem to be of the number of 
those on whom the Holy Ghost fell on the day of Pente- 
cost, among whom w r cre those of Cyrene. Moreover, the 
power of the Lord was with them, to confirm their doctrine 
by miracles, ver. 21. He then that will plead a commis- 
sion from God to preach the gospel without an ordinary 
mission, must shew the like extraordinary gifts or miracu- 
lous assistances ; God never sending any person to do his 
work without some testimony from himself, or from persons 
commissionated by him. 

p] Ver. 20. And they spake 7rpoc rove 'EWiwarae, to the 
Hellenists.'] Grotius here saith, certb legendum; irpbc rovg 
"EWtivag, we must certainly read, to the Greeks, becauso 
the Syriac, Arabic, and Latin, so read ; whereas, that is 
no ground at all ; for so they all read, vi. 1. where Grotius 
himself acknowledges, the Jews are to be understood by 
the Hellenists : he adds, that the Alexandrian MS. so reads, 
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but so it doth in opposition to all other MSS. Chrysostom 
here saith, that they spake Greek, 'E/3/kuoi 6mc 9 being He- 
brews. GEcumenius saith, he styles them Hellenists, not as 
being addicted to the worship of the Greeks, but as'EXkrjvKrrl 
<}>§tyy6fxtvot, speaking the Greek language; and it seems 
necessary to understand the Jews using the Greek tongue, 
and reading the Scriptures in that tongue in their syna- 
gogues, as Buxtorf says they did: (1.) because these per- 
sons preached to the Jews only, (ver. 19.) And, (2.) be- 
cause they of the church of Jerusalem send to them Bar- 
nabas, whom they would scarce send to the uncircumcised. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 26. And the disciples were called Christians first 
at Antioch.] Before they were called disciples, as here ; 
believers, Acts v. 14. men of the church, Acts xii. 1. men 
of the way, see note on Acts ix. 2. the saints, Acts ix. 13. 
those that called on the name of Christ, ver. 14. and by their 
enemies, Nazarenes and Galileans; but now, by the con- 
version of Cornelius, and his kinsmen, and his family, the 
believing Jews and gentiles being made one church, that 
the name of Jew and heathen might no more continue the 
.distance that was betwixt them, this new name was given 
to them both; as some conceive, according to the prophecy 
mentioned Isa. lxv.15. a name embraced by all Christians 
as most expressive of their relation to their master Christ, 
and which they gloried in, and owned before the face of 
their enemies. (Tertull. Apol. cap. 3.5. Euseb. Hist. Ec- 
.cles. lib. v. cap. 1.) But that Evodius should be then bishop 
of Antioch, and give this name first to the Christians, and 
St. Luke should say nothing either of his doing this, or ever 
mention his being there, it is not easy to believe. 

[9] Ver. 28. 'E^' oXjjv -njv oIkov/xIvjjv, Through the whole 
world.] That oiKovfiivt] signifies the Roman empire, see the 
note on Luke ii. 1. Accordingly, Eusebius* saith of this 
famine, that it oppressed almost the whole empire ; and that 
it was recorded by historians, most averse to our religion ; 
viz. by Suetoniust in the life of Claudius, who saith, it 
happened, f ob assiduas sterilitates," through a long bar- 
renness. JosephusJ saith, that it raged so much in Judea, 
xoXAwv v7ro IvSdag avaXw/iarwv yOetpofiivwv, so that many 
perished for want of victuals : and Dion Cassius,§ that \t 
was Xi/i&c Ixvpbg, Q> very great famine ; and happened when 
Claudius and Caius Largus were consuls, that is, in "the 
second year of Claudius, though it seems rather to have 
been that which happened, as Eusebius in his Chronicon, 
and Orosius, lib. vii. 6. place it, in the fourth year of 
Claudius. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 30. And sent it irpoe rove 7rpe<rj3urlpove, to the el- 
ders.] It is doubtless the duty of all Christians to be ready 
to relieve their Christian brethren in other nations accord- 
ing to their abilities, as St. Paul shews, 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
and those especially from whom they have received spi- 
ritual things. (Rom. -xv. 27.) But here it is farther to be 
noted, that it was the constant custom of the Jews in their 
dispersions, to send money into the land of Canaan for the 
sustaining of the poor there, as Campegius Vitringa|| proves. 
St. Paul was therefore careful, that the unbelieving Jews 
should not outdo the Christians in those offices of charity 
towards their brethren in Judea; and therefore, as he caf- 
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ries here the charity of the Christians of Antioch, and the 
parts adjacent, to the distressed brethren in Judea, so doth 
he shew himself always ready to advance this wprk^ (Gal: 
ii. 10.) to plead for and to promote it, as he did in the 
churches of Macedonia and Achaia. 

But whereas some contend, the elders mentioned here 
were the bishops of Judea ; it is not certain that they were 
Christians, or any other than the elders of the Jewish sy- 
nagogues, or the , trgurroi rvv 'ItpoaoXvfiiT&v, chief men of 
Jerusalem; to whom, saith Josephus,* king Izates sent his 
charity at the same time : and if they were Christians^ 
they might still be the elders of their synagogues, the 
Christians then retaining tlie Jewish rites. 

CHAR XIL 

1. JN'PW about that time (that Agabus foretold of the 
famine, xi. 28.) Herod (Agrippa) the king \}] stretche'4 
forth his hands to vex certain of the church (Gr. caught 
hold of certain of the church to afflict them). 

2. And [ 2 ]he killed James the brother of John (who by 
this title was distinguished from James the son of Alpheus, 
bishop of Jerusalem,) with the sword. 

3. And because he saw it pleased the Jews (to see the 

Christians thus. afflicted and cut off), he proceeded farther 

to take (into custody) Peter also. (And when this was 

done,) then were the days of unleavened bread/ th$ paschal 

festival). 

4. And when (therefore) he had apprehended him, he 
put him "in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions 
of soldiers (i. e. sixteen soldiers) to keep him (four at a 
time); intending [ 3 ] after Easter (or when that festival was 
over, in which it was customary to release a prisoner to 
them. Matt, xxvii. 15.) to bring him forth to the people (to 
be slain before them). 

5. Peter therefore was kept in prison (for this end) : but 
[ 4 ] prayer was made without ceasing of the church to God 
for (deliverance of) him. 

6. And when Herod would have brought (was about to 
bring) him forth, the same night (that he had determined 
to do this on the morrow, ver. 9.) Peter was sleeping 
betwixt two soldiers, (being) bound (to them) with two 
chains: (Acts xxviii. 20.) and the keepers, (being two 
other soldiers that stood) before the door, kept the prison, 

7. And, behold, the ( an) angel of the Lord came to him 
(to deliver him), and a light shined in the prison (to en- 
able him to see what he was to do) : and he (the angel) 
smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying (to 
him), Arise up quickly. And (when he had so said) [ 5 ] his 
chains fell ofFfrom his hands. 

8. And the angel said to him, Gird thyself, and bind on 
thy sandals. And so he did. And (then) he said to him, 
Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. 

9. And he went out, and followed him ; and wist notthat 
it was true which was done by the angel ; but thought ho 
saw (fiad seen) a vision (only). 

10. (And) when they were past the first and second 
wards, they came to the iron gate that leadcth (from the 
prison) to the city ; which (gate) opened unto them of his 
(its) own accord: and they went out, and passed out 
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(together) through one street ; and p] forthwith the angel 
(having done all that was requisite for his deliverance) de- 
parted from him. 

11. And when Peter was como to himself (and saw 
where he was), he said, Now I know of a surety, that tho 
Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the 
hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people 
of the Jews. - 

12. And when he had p] considered (the thing done), he 
came to tho house of Mary tho mother of (that) John, 
whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered to- 
gether praying. 

13. And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a 
damsel came to hearken (what he who knocked would say, 
and she was) named Rhoda. 

14. And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not 
the gate for gladness, but (first) ran in, and told (them 
within ) how Peter stood before the gate* 

15. And they said unto her, Thou art mad (to entertain 
such a thought). But she constantly affirmed that it was 
even so. Then said they, [ 8 ]It is his (good) angel, (or a 
messenger sent from him). 

16. But Peter continued knocking : and when they had 
opened the door, and saw him, they were astonished. 

17. But ho, beckoning to them with the hand to hold 
their peace, declared to them how the Lord had (by an 
angel) brought him out of the prison. And he said, p] Go, 
shew these things to Janies, and the brethren. And (then) 
he departed (from them), and went into another place (of 
more safety). 

18. Now as soon as it was day, there was no small 
stir among the soldiers, (inquiring) what was become of 
Peter. 

19. And when Herod sought for him, and found him not, 
he examined the keepers (he questioned them in a judicial 
manner), and (when they could tell nothing of him, he) 
P°] commanded that they should be put to death. And 
(then) he (i. e. king Agrippa) [ ll ]went down from Judca 
to Csesarea (to celebrate the solemnity kept fof the honour 
of Casar), and there abode (during the time of that so- 
lemnity). 

20. And Herod was highly displeased with them of 
Tyre and Sidon (and designed to make 'war upon them): 
but they came with one accord to him, and having made 
Blastus the king's chamberlain their friend, desired- (by 
him, that they might have) peace; because their country 
was nourished by the king's country. 

21. And upon a set day (the second day of the solem- 
nity, appointed in honour of Ctcsar), Herod, arrayed in 
royal apparel (upon which' the sun shining, gave it a glo- 
rious lustre), sat on his throne, and made an oration (in 

the theatre) to them (i. e. to those nobles and governors 
which were come out of the whole province to that so- 
lemnity). 

22. And the people gave a shout, saying, The voice (of 
him that speaketh, is the voice) of a god, and not of a 
(mere) man. 

23. And [ ,2 ] immediately the angel of the Lord smote 
him, because he (received this flattery without reprehension, 
•as due to him, and) gave not God the : glory : and hd was 
eaten (and miserably tormented) with worms (in his 4 
bowels), and so gave up the ghost* 



24. But (and) the word of God (notwitlistanding this 
opposition) grew and multiplied. 

25. And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, 
when they had fulfilled their ministry, ( u e. distributed the 
charity sent by the disciples from Antioch, and other places, 
to be given by them to the elders of Jerusalem, xi. 29, 30.) 
and took with them John, whose surname was Mark. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XII. 

P] Ver. 1. 'EIIE'BAAEN 'H/xGSmc ri c X"P a e> Herod W* 
hands upon.'] y Em(3aX\uv %Ctpaq being never used intransi- 
tively, but always with the dative case, or an accusative 
with tho preposition lirl, cannot here be rendered, he at- 
tempted or resolved, but the whole sentence filled up seems 

to be this, ?j3aXt X"/° a £ ^ rivets twv a7ro rr\$ lKKki)aiaq tcaKu>~ 
am aifTovg, he laid hold of some of the church to afflict them : 
the preposition being often included in the verb, and being 
to be taken or repeated from it to complete tho sense. 

P]Ver. 2. 'AvaXe Si y laK<*>(3ov, He killed James tvith the 
sword.] Thus was the prediction of our Lord fulfilled, that 
James should drink of his cup. (Matt. xx. 23.) But then he 
being cut off, A. D. 43. the story of his being long in Spain 
must be an idlo fable of the monks, like to that of their 
placing vincula sancti Petri upon the first of August, when 
we learn from ver. 3. that he was put into those chains at 
the paschal feast, and delivered from them at the close of 
it, (ver. 7.) that is, above four months before. 
^ P] Ver. 4. Mcra to iraaxa, After the Passover.] He being 
reserved till then, cither in honour of the feast, or that the 
Christians, who, though they were hated by the rulers of 
the Jews, were yet in favour with the people, (ii. 47.)might 
not prevail with others to beg his life, according to the 
custom of that feast, (Matt, xxvii. 15.) or to avoid a tumult. 

P] Ver. 5. Tlpo<nvxv »> ItcrtvrjG, &c. Prayer tvas made for 
him by the church without ceasing.] That such prayers are 
prevalent for the preservation of very eminent members of 
the church, wo learn, not only from this instance, but also 
from those words of St. Paul, I know this shall happen to 
my preservation through your prayers, (Phil. i. 19.) and, I 
hope, I shall through your prayers be given to you. (Phi- 
lem.22.) The word Iktcvjjc primarily signifies extended; 
but because the fervency of our desire is usually the cause 
that we pray much, or long, for anything; therefore to 
pray Itcrtvue, is also to pray fervently and importunately, 
Luke xxii. 14. and ayairri krtv^c is fervent love, 1 Pet 
i. 22: iy. 8. 

P] Ver. 7. 'E&tjwov avrov al akvaeie, His chains fell off 
from his hands.] That some soldiers of Herod, converted 
■to the Christian faith, should mark and take away these 
chains, and give them to the bishop of Jerusalem, and 
that they should be kept as a treasuro not only through all 
the Jewish wars, but about four hundred years after, till 
Juvenal, bishop of Jerusalem, gave them to Eudoxia, wifb 
to Theodosius the junior, who gavo one of them to the 
7 church of St. Peter's in Constantinople, and sent the other 
to Rome, is a tale of Surius, that smells too rank of super- 
stition to deserve the least credit. 

p] Ver. 10. 'A7rc(TT?j 6 ayyeXog an avrov, Arid forthwith 
the angel left him.] When he had done all tilings requisite 
on his part for his deliverance, and which could not be done 
by Peter, he leaves what was farther requisite to complete 
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the deliverance, ^nd render him secure from danger, to his 
own industry and prudence; hereby instructing us, not to 
expect an immediate assistance from God in things he 
hath already putinto our power, and. given us abilities to 
perform. .- \p t: 

[7] Ver. 12. SuveSwv re fiXQev tiri rrjv oltciav Maptag, And 
considering of the thing, he came to the house of Mary, 
where many were gathered together, praying,} Here note, 

First,.That it ^eems very unreasonable, without any au- 
thority, to change wviduv, considering, into <nra>Swv, hasten- 
ing^ either- here, or xiv. 6. against all the versions in both 
places. 

. Secondly, note, from these words, the house of Mary, that 
&11 the Christians had not then sold their houses, and their 
goods. And, / ' . . i .'.: 

Thirdly, That they had then in those times of peril their 
sacred assemblies in the night, Peter here coming to them 
before day, (ver. 18.) and yet finding them praying ; whence 
Pliny * makes mention of their H coetus antelucani," as- 
semblies in the night, and Ceciliusf objects to the Christ- 
ians, " nocturnas congregationes," their night meetings, as 
knowing they were forbidden by the Roman laws ; as you 
may see in Cieero, lib. ii. de Legibns, N. 25. 35 — 37. 

£*] Ver. 15. 01 St tXeyov, HyyeXog avrov £<mv, But they said, 
It is his angel.] Here it is acknowledged, that the word 
uyyzXo$ signifies not only a celestial spirit, but also a mes- 
senger sent from one to another; as may be proved from 
many other places besides those cited by the reverend 
Dr." Hammond; thus the messengers sent by the elders 
of Jabesh to the Ammonites, 1 Sam. xi. 3. and by Saul 
through the coasts of Israel, ver. 7. 9. are styled ayytXoi, 
angels: so Saul sent ayylXovg, messengers, to take David, 
1 Sam. xix. 20, 21. so David sent messengers, ayyiXovg, to 
salute Nabal, xxv. 14. Amaziah sent ayyiXovq, messengers, 
to inquire of Baalzebub, 2 Kings. i. 2. so David saith, 
Psal. cli. Gr. ver. 4. he sent rbv ayytXov avrov, his angel, 
viz. Samuel, and anointed me; and James ii. 25. Rahab 
received rove ayy&ove, the messengers ; but when it is 
hence conjectured, that the import of these words may be 
only this, that some messenger was come from Lim, to im- 
part something to the church ; as I have met with none of 
the ancients of this opinion, so is there this plain objection 
against it, viz. that the darasd could only know St. Peter 
by his voice, or face, both which they might believe his 
angel could imitate, whereas they knew a messenger, could 
he have had opportunity of sending one from the prison, 
could do neither. Since then it was a vulgar opinion 
among the Jews, that good men ;had -their tutelar angels, 
or at least that angels were sent down from heaven about 
their affairs, they, by this angel, might understand either 
erroneously a guardian angel, attending on him, or, agree- 
ably to Scripture, an angel sent from Jheaven to acquaint 5 
them with something relating to him, in answer to their 
prayers. Here then is no foundation for a guardian angel 
still attending on good men, and had Peter himself thought 
so, it is likely he would have ascribed this deliverance, not 
to an angel sent from heaven, but to his guardian angel. 

p] Ver. 17. Go, shew these things to James, and to the 
brethren,] That they might bless God for this extraordinary 
answer to their prayers, andmight;be confirmed by it in 
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their faith, and in their expectation of "Divine assistance 
and protection in their endeavours to promote the interests 
of the gospel. * , . . * \ • * 

. [ 10 ] Ver. 19. He commanded them airay§rivai, to be put to 
death.] So in Hesychius anaytaSai is «c Savarov cXkc<t&««; 
to be carried away to die, or to be sent away to punishment, 
.as this phrase usually signifies in the best Greek authors, 
and in Seneca.* 

[ u ] Kal KarzX9u>v curb rije 'IovSatac £<C t^v Kaiaapuav, 
Mrpifizv, And going down from Judea he abode at Casarea.] 
That it was not Peter, as some imagine, but king Agrippa, 
who went down from Judea to Cce^area, we learn from 
Josephus, who gives us a full account both of this journey 
and the occasion of it, informing us that he went down 
ftc ir6\tvT£cu<Tapuav, to the city of Cmsarea, to perform the 
solemnity, or the games celebrated there every Olympiad to 
the honour of C&sar, and that the nobles and governors of 
the province of Syria repaired to that city, on the same ac- 
count, that on the second day of the festival he came early intp 
the theatre, clothed with a wonderful garment, wholly made 
of silver, on which the sun shining, it cast forth a glorious 
splendour. (Ant. lib. xix. cap. 7. p, 678, 079.) He farther 
adds, that flatterers came about him, Otbv irpoaayoptvovrtq, 
calling him a god, and that the king ovk iirlwXnfie, ov& rrjy 
KoXaicdav a<rtf5ov<rav airzarpfyaro, did not repel or reprehend, 
their impious blasphemy. 

[ w ] Ver. 23. Hapa^prifia Se Indra^ev avrov ayyeXog Kvptov, 
And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, &c.J 
That he was smitten by the Lord immediately on his re- 
ceiving this impious flattery, is evident from Josephus; 
for he saith, /xer dXiyov, that after a while he sees the owl 
which was the messenger of his calamity, that abpoov aXyrjfia, 
a sudden torment came upon him, and that thereupon he 
instantly tells the same auditors he must die. Again, Jose- 
phus doth not say that he was <rKu>XnK6(5purroQ, eaten up of 
worms, but he saith he had aAy/j/xara rrjg KotXiag, vehement 
torments in his bowels, which increasing upon him, in Jive 
days he died, and they in that time might breed worms in 
him, as he confesses they did in his grandfather. And ex- 
amples of the like exists of the persecutors of the Christian 
-faith, w© have many in church-history: ,thusTertullia^t 
saith,|of one Claudius Heminianus, one of their persecutors, 
that " cum vivus Vermibus ebullisset," xvhenivorms broke 
forth of him whilst he was alive, he said, Let no man know 
it, lest the Christians rejoice. And EusebiusJ saith of 
Maximinian, that sudden ulcers rose in his fundament and 
secret parts, from which sprung oXbktov n irXriOoe gkoAvkwv, 
an incredible multitude of worms. And of the uncle of 
Julian the apostate, who persecuted the Christians, and 
trampled upon the sacred vessels, Theodoret§ and St. 
Chrysostom|| inform us, that he perished by this disease, 
SiatpOzpltg yap avrov alSoTov GKU>Xr\Kag ih-eicev, for his scrotum 
corrupted and bred worms. An instance like to this we 
have in Pherecydes^Syrus, wo rwv tyQupwv avaXu)0(vrog, 
eaten up of lice, for boasting of his great wisdom, and his 
pleasant life, though he sacrificed, saith iElian, to no god 
at all. (.Elian. Var. Hist. lib. iv. cap. 28. Diog. Laer. 

* "PttoirafagQum ducijossiiaet eum^qoiexcomineftln sine commilitana radierae 

quasi in(erfeciis«t *o jabeC duci utruraqua. ipsnm ccntarionera qui daranalum 

reduxerat, doc'i jussil." De Ira. lib. i. cap. 16. *See Budteus id vcrbo aitbyt*. ' ' 
t In Scap. cap. 3. % Lib. tiii. cap. 16. , J 

§Hist. Ecol. lib. t. cap. «* ^ OraC. S. Babjl. torn.. v. p. 46e. 
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lib. l.p. 75. 77. see BochartHieroz, par. ii.lib. it. cap. 23. 
* p. 620, G21.) So also was it under (he Jewish state : foT of 
Antiochus Epiphanes we read, iKTouawfiaTocTovdvaatfiovc 
upaZtiv, that worms sprung out of the body of this tvicked 
man, (2 Mace. ix. 8, 9.) and of Herod the Great, Josephus 
owns that ho had tov a&olov arjipig ak-wXrjKac t/i7ro(ov<xa, it 
putrefaction producing worms. (Antiq. lib. xvii. cap. 8. 
p. 597.) ! 

CHAP. XIII. 

1. C 1 ] IVoW there were in the- church that was at An- 
tioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and 
Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and 
Manaen, who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul. 

2. (And) p] as they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, 
the Holy Ghost said (to tliem), Separate me Barnabas 
arid Saul for the (peculiar) work whereunto I have called 
them. 

3. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away (in pursuance of it). 

4. So they, being (thtis) sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 
departed unto Seleucia; and from [ 3 ] thence theysaile'd to 
Cyprus. * - 

5. And when they were at Salamis, they preached the 
woTd of God in the synagogues of the Jews; and they had 
also [ 4 ] John (mrnamed Mark, xii. 25.) to their minister 
(to minister to them). 

' 6. And when they had gone through the isle to Paphos, 
they found a certain [ 3 ] sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, 
whose name was Bar-Jesus : 

7. [6] Who was with the deputy of the country, (named) 
Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas 
and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God (from their 
moutlis). * 

8. But Elymas the sorcerer, (for so is his name by in- 
terpretation) (Trow the'ArabicwordElim), withstood them, 
seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith. 

' 9. Then [*] Saul, (who is also called Paul,) (being) filled 
with the (afflatus of the) Holy Ghost, set his eyes on 
him, 

10. And said, O (thou that art) full of all subtilty and 
all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all 
righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord (but plead for and use thy sorceries in oppo- . 
sition to them) ? > 

11. And now (therefore), behold, the hand of the Lord is 
upon thee, and thou shalt bo blind, not seeing the sun for 
a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist, and a 
darkness ; and he went about seeking some to lead himVy 

' therhand. 

' 12. Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, be- 
lieved, being astonished at (the power which attended) the 
doctrine of the Lord. 

13. Now when Paul and his company loosed from Pa- 
phos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia : and ( then) John 
departing from them returned to Jerusalem. 

14. But when they departed from Perga, they came to 
Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath-day, and sat down. 

15. And after the reading of the law and the prophets, 



tho [ 8 ] Tulers of the synagogue sent to them, saying, Yc 
men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation to 
the people, say on (XlytTt, speak it). 

1G. Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand, 
said, Men of Israel, and ye (Greeks) that fear God, give 
'audience. 

17. The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers 
(the patriar dis), and exalted the people (descending from 
them) when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, 
and with a high arm brought he them out of it. 

18; And p] about the time of forty years suffered he their 
manners in the wilderness. 

19. And when he had (for their sakes) destroyed seven 
nations in the land of Canaan, he divided their land to 
them by lot. 

" 20. And after that he [ 10 ] gave to them judges about the 
space of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the 
prophet; 

21. And afterward they desired a king: and God gave 
them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin; 
(who with Samuel reigned) [ n ] by the space of forty 
years. 

22. And when he had removed him, he raised up to 
them David to be their king ; to whom also he gave testi- 
mony, and said, (Psal. lxxxix. 11.) I have found David the 
son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who shall fulfil all 
my will. 

23. Of this man'? seed hath God according to his pro- 
mise raised to Israel a Saviour, Jesus : ' - 

24. When John had first preached before his coming the 
baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 

25. And as John fulfilled his course (i. e. performed his 
office), he said, Whom think ye that I am? lam not he 
(L e. the Christ). But, behold, there cometh one after me, 

' whose shoes of his (L e. the shoes of whose) feet I am not 
worthy to loose. 

26. Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abra- 
ham, and [ 12 ] whosoever amongst you fearethGod, to you 
is the word of this salvation (which Christ hath brought 
into the world) sent. 

27. For they that dwelt at Jerusalem, and their rulers, 
because they knew him not, nor yet the (import of the) 
voices of the prophets, which are read every sabbath-day, 
they have fulfilled them in condemning him (to that death 
which procures our remission of sins). 

28. And though they found no cause of death in him, yet 
desired they Pilate that he should (might) be slain. 

29. And when they had fulfilled all that was written of 
him, they took him down from.the tree, (John xix. 31.) and 
laid him in a sepulchre, (and they sealed the sepulchre, and 
put a guard upon it, Matt, xxvii. 66.) 

30. But (notwithstanding this) God raised him from the 
dead: 

31. [ 13 ] And he was seen (alive) many days of them 
which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who 
are his witnesses to the people. 

32. And we declare to you glad tidings, ft;!*. J how that 
the promise which was made to the fathers (that in him 

; should all the families of the earth be blessed), 

33. [ 14 ] God hath fulfilled the same to us their children, 
„in that he hath raised up Jesus again (to be a Prince and a 

Saviour); as it is "also. [ 15 ] written (of Mm) in the second 
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Psalmf&y God, saying, from the mouth of David), Thou 
art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 

34. And as concerning that (Gr. and that) [ l6 ] he raised 
him up from the dead, now no more to' return to corruption 
(is evident, because) he said on this wise, I will give you 
(Jews) the sure mercies of David. 

35. Wherefore he saith also in another Psalm, Thou 
shaltnot suffer thy Holy One to see corruption; (which 
words cannot respect David himself;) 

30. For David, after he had served his own generation 
by the will of God, fell asleep, and was laid to his fathers, 
and (his body) saw corruption : 7 

37. But he, (that Jesus) whom God raised up, saw no 
corruption (as to his body)* 

38. Be it known to you therefore, men and brethren, 
that [ 17 ] through this man (-*$ death) is preached to you the 
forgiveness of sins : 

39. And by him all that believe are justified from all 
things, from which ye could not be justified by the law 
of Moses. 

40. Beware therefore, lest (for your infidelity) that come 
upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets ; 

41. Behold, ye despiscrs, and wonder, and perish: for I 
work a work in your days> a work which ye shall (will) in 
no wise believe, though a man declare it to you. 

42. And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, 
the gentiles besought that these words might be preached 
to them the [ 18 ] next sabbath (day). 

43. Now when the congregation was broken np, many 
of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and 
Barnabas : who, speaking to them, persuaded them to con- 
tinue in the grace of God. 

44. And the next sabbath-day came almost the whole city 
together to hear the word of God. 

45. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were 
filled with envy, and spake against those things which were 
spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming (them). 

40. Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It 
was necessary (by Christ's appointment, Acts i. 8.) that the 
word of God should first have been spoken to you: but 
seeing ye put it from you, and (by your actions) [ 19 ] judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, [ fi0 ] ,lo, we turn 
(from you) to the gentiles. 

47. For so hath the Lord commanded, saying, I have set 
thee (O Christ) to be a light to the gentiles, that thou 
shouldest be for salvation to the ends of the earth. 

48. And when the gentiles heard this, they were glad, 
and glorified the word of the Lord (giving glory to him for 
it): and [**] as many (of them) as were ordained to (Gr. 
disposed for) eternal life believed. 

49- And the word of the Lord was published throughout 
all the region. 

50.* But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable 
women, and chief men of the city, and raised persecution ' 
against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of 
their coasts. • * 

51. But they shook off the dust of their feet against 
them, and came to Iconium. 

52. And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the 
Holy Ghost. 



ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIII. 

t 1 ] Ver. 1. T HSAN St rivt$ lv ^AvTto\da Kara rrjv ovaav 
ItcKkiivtav 7rpo<f>iiTat teal SiSaajcaXot, There were some prophets 
and teachers in Antioch, belonging to that ' church Jj So 
Grotius; and indeed Barnabas and Paul might well be 
reckoned such : Barnabas being sent thither by the church of 
Jerusalem, xi.22. and he and Paul preaching there a whole 
year, ver. 2G. and being sent by that church to Jerusalem, 
first, with their alms, ver. 30. and about the question de r 
termined by the council, Acts xv. and the rest being, very 
probable, some of the one hundred and eight, who, being 
scattered abroad by the persecution mentioned Acts viii. 
I. came down to Antioch ; (xi. 19.) for Niger is by Epipha- 
nius* declared to have been one of the seventy-two, and 
Lucius was of Cyrene, saith the text; and so one of them 
that came down to Antioch : (xi. 20.) but to say, that ei- 
ther Paul or Barnabas were bishops of Syria, as Dr.Ham- 
mond doth, is that which never was before, nor can with 
any reason be asserted of the apostle of the gentiles, or of 
Barnabas appointed to go with him to the gentiles; (ver. 2.) 
nor could he have had any temptation to have made the 
other three, there named, bishops, but that he finds them 
laying on of hands> (ver. 2.) imagining that was for ordina- 
tion, whereas it was by way of, benediction on their enter r 
prise only, or to recommend them to the grace of God; (xiv. 
26.)for who ever heard before of an apostle ordained bishop, 
by laying on of the hands of prophets or teachers? or of one 
prophet, teacher, or bishop, laying his hands upon another 
prophet> bishop, or teacher, to ordain him bishop ? And 
indeed,- if there were so many bishops as he hath given us 
in Judea, Acts xv. in Syria and Cilicia here, and so many 
ordained in all other churches, as he saith, xiv. 23. is it not 
wonderful that St. Paul, in all his travels, should never 
meet with, resort to, or be entertained by, any one of them, 
but only by the brethren at large? Or that he should write 
to the churches of the Romans, Corinthians,- Galatians, 
Colossians, and Thessalonians, before he went bound to 
Rome, and never salute any bishops there, or give any in- 
structions to them, or so much as ever mention that he had 
ordained any elders, that is, saith he,* bishops, there? It is 
also to be observed, that this only was a temporary mis- 
sion to preach to the gentiles, that being the work to which 
St. Paul was called, ver. 2. and of which they give an ac- 
count to the church of Antioch, declaring how God had 
opened a door of faith to the gentiles, which mission they 
presently completed, and then returned to Antioch, de- 
claring to the church there what they had done in prosecu- 
tion of it, (xiv. 20, 27.) 

£ 2 J Ver. 2. AurovpyovvTVJv S£ avrutv tio Kvpity, And as they 
ministered to the Lord.] Vain here is the inferenco of the 
papists from this. word, that they sacrificed the mass: for 
XuTovpyttv in Phavorinus and HcsyGhius is8ov\ivuv,SiaKo- 
vztv, virriptTtiv, to serve and minister. In .the Old Testa- 
ment it often signifies the ministry of the Levitcs, who were 
not to offer sacrifices, as Numb. iv. 23, 24. 26—28. 30. 35. 
37. 39. 43. viii. 22. xvi. 9. xviii. 6. 21. 23. By Chrysostomf 
and GEcumenius it is rendered preaching, and in profane 



* Haer. xxx. sect. 4. p. 50. 
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authors it is applied to any other work. Thus in Aristotle's 
Politics,* men aro said Xurovpyiiv mpX rac apx&C> *?<>C «*- 
iwoaav, ra. Kara rbv ]3fov, to minister about government in 
'getting children, and about the things of this life. 

[ s ] Vcr. 4. And thence they sailed to Cyprus.] Where the 

v , Jews so abounded, that Dio Cassiusf tells us, that in the 

V time of Trajan, they slew two hundred and forty thousand 

men there; and Jerome,:}; that the Jews overthrew Salamis 

in Cyprus, killing all the gentiles there. 

[ 4 ] Vcr. 5. Kai &xov 'luavvrw vmtpimv, They had John to 
minister to {hem.] As the wise men and prophets among 
the Jews had one to minister unto them, so the apostles 
had also those who were their companions and fellow- 
labourers, who ministered to them. So Timothy and 
Urastus arc mentioned among those who ministered to St. 
Paul, Acts xix. 22. 

[ 5 ] Yer. 6. A sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jeto, whose name 
tvas Bar-Jesus.] God having raised up prophets in the 
"Christian church, and given the apostles and other teach- 
ers of the word a power to confirm it with mighty signs 
and miracles; the Jews who opposed Christianity, and 
laboured to turn men from the faith, pretended to be pro- 
phets also, and endeavonred by magic and enchantments to 
work miracles, to cure diseases, and to cast out devils : of 
their magic and enchantments, sec Dr. Lightfoot, Harm, of 
the New Testament, p. 95. and of their attempts to cure 
diseases, ancl to cast out devils, note on xix. 13. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 7. tf Oc vv ovv rw avOmary, Which was with the 
deputy of the country (Gr/ the proconsul), Sergius Pau- 
lus.] The difficulty which some find in giving the name of 
proconsul to the praetor or president of Cyprus, is solved 
by these words of Valla, that not he only is styled a pro- 
consul who is sent to' administer a province with consular 
power* but also a proetor or president. (Elegant, lib. iv.} 
' 17] Yer. 9. Saul, who is also called Paul.] Origen, in his 
preface to the Epistle to the Romans, saith, that whilst he 
preached to the Jews he was called Saul, according to the 
foame he had among them at his circumcision, " Paulum 
autem appellatum esse cum Graecis ct gentibus leges et 
praecepta conscribit," and that he was called by his Roman 
name, Paul, when he preached to the gentiles. 

[*] Vcr. 15. 01 apxurvvayuyyot, Therulersofthe synagogue 
'sent to them.] Tn what sense the rulers of the synagogue 
were many, and in what sense but one, see the note on 
^Iark v. 22. 

[9] Ver. 18. And about the time of forty years he suffered 
their maimers, Gr. irpoiro$6py\azv avrove, in the wilderness.] 
Here Dr. Hammond thinks it is without doubt that the true 
reading is lrpoTro^6pr\atv, he bore them as a parent doth his 
child, because so the word is used, Deut. i. 31. where it is 
said, the Lord IrpoTrofyopwi at, bore thee in this wilderness 
as a man rponofyopiwai, would bear his son; and the woman 
in the Maccabees entreats her youngest son to pity her 
'rpoTrofyopfoaaav, bearing him, 2 Mace. vii. 27. And ac- 
cording to this sense the "word signifies rijv rpo<j>rjv <j>£puv, 
Ho bring them nourishment, as God did manna every day, 
or rpotyov Stk-rjv fyopuv, to bear them, as a nurse or mother 



* 'Lib. v. 1.7. 

t 'AirtoXcrro km litit fAvpahc iwagic tud tl**ri, ha rwro «yJtfl 'iwtat* Iffft&vat ab~ 
fnc t£i3"m. In rila Trajani Epit. 255. 

X "Salamiaara Cjrpri, iulerfectia in e& geatilibai, sub? ertfre Judaci." Cron. ad 
an. 19. Tmjani. 



doth her child to give him suck> or bring him up ; which in 
Eustathius is r/)07ro£o/o£Tv, Odyss. /3. v. 131. But though 
this makes a very good sense, and very apposite, it seems 
not necessary; for, first, Origen* there reads as here trpoiro- 
$6py\atv, and expounds it apfx6Zt<x$ai <re irpde rb iaStvtg, to 
accommodate himself to the infirmities of his children, and so 
the word is used by Cicero ad Atticum,t when he saith, 
rbv r{xj>ov j*ov rpoTro<j>6pn<Tov, bear patiently my pride, or ela- 
tion of mind. And again, Origen,}: citing Deut. i. 31. thrice 
reads lrpovo^6pr}<nv, he bore their manners, saying it signi- 
fies apn6%t<r$aL al Trpoc rb aaStvlc, to accommodate himself 
to the infirmities of his children: Procopius on the words of 
Moses saith, that rb rptmofyoptiv properly signifies rov^-mSa 
Sv<T)(tpaivovTa rptiruv kcl\ fxira^ipuv Sia <wftipEX\i<Tnu>v icai 
o-uyicarajSaacwv, to carry about and appease afroivardchild, 
by prattling with, and accommodating ourselves to, him; and 
in the scholiast on Aristophanes rpoirotpopuv is rote Tjpo- 
iroig vnnptTtiv, to bear with the manners of another; and so 
the word is used by Cicero, &c; (See Examen Millii 
in locum.) 

P>] Ver. 20. God gave them judges about the space of four 
hundred and fifty years.] Grotius and Bishop Usher note 
berc, that other copies read thus, KartK\r\oov6iir\<nv avrciig t^v 
ynv avrutv wg treat. rtrpaKOatois Kai vevr{)KOvra teat fitra ravra 
i$u>Ktv Kptrac, he divided to them their land about four hun- 
dred and fifty years, and after that he gave them judges; and 
they begin the time of this computation from the birth of 
Isaac, of whom it is said, in Isaac shall thy seed be called, 
Gen. xxi. 12.: from his birth to the children of Israel's going 
out of Egypt was four hundred and five years, their stay in 
the wilderness was forty years, seven years after their land 
was divided to them; these years put together made four 
bundred and fifty-two: and so the apostle saith, the space 
from God's election of them to the dividing the land to them 
was about four hundred and fifty years. But, 

First, This reading ii not owned by Chrysostom, or (Ecu- 
menius, or by the Syriac, or Arabic, w r ho all read as we do. 

Secondly, The words seem not to bear this sense:, for the 
apostle goes on orderly thus; (l.)God chose our fathers; 
(2.) he brought them out of Egypt ; (3.) he led them in the 
wilderness forty years; (4.) he divided the land to them ; 
and therefore it is reasonable to conceive he should go on 
to tell what was done after the division of the land. More- 
over, the apostle doth not say, and all these things were 
done in the space of four hundred and fifty years, but, he di- 
vided their land to them about the space of four hundred and 
fifty years; which according to this reading signifies, he was 
so long in dividing their land; I therefore prefer the other 
computation which refers this to the judges, because if you 
compute the years of the judges till Samuel, you will find 
them three hundred and thirty-nine, and the years of the 
tyrants one hundred and eleven, which put together make 
four hundred and fifty. 

Thirdly, Because this computation then obtained among 
the Jews, for Josephus§ saith, Solomon began to build the 
temple fiera hr\ Tnvrr\KO(sia koL hvevi'iKOvra tcai Svo, after five 
hundred and ninety-two years of the children of Israels 
going out of Egypt. Now, if you make the time of the judges 

• Cont. Cels. lib. St. p. 210. et Com. ia Malt. ed. Hael. p. AS9.A75. 

t Lib. xiii. ep. 29. 

% Torn. 5. in Mall. p. 459. 475. in CeUutn, lib. it, p. 210. 

$ Anliq. lib. viii. oap. t. 
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four hundred and fifty, the computation is exactly five hun- 
dred and ninety-one years; he therefore here, as in the fol- 
lowing verse, accords with the computation of his nation at 
that time, that so they might not except against his words : 



"Wilderness . . 


. 40 


Joshua .... 


. 17 


Judges . . . . 


450 


Samuel and Saul 


. 40 


David .... j 


, 40 


Solomon . . . . 


4 



591 

And yet he saith, u>g, to shew that computation was not 
exact. Some here tell us, that the true reading here is three 
hundred and fifty years ; but seeing I find not one copy, ver- 
sion, nor father to countenance that reading, I think it dan- 
gerous to admit of that solution of this difficulty ; especially 
if we consider that St. Luke, continually, both in his Gospel 
and in the Acts, follows exactly the computation of the 
Septuagint, and of the Jews, as we learn from his insert- 
ing Cainan, Lukeiii. 36. his making Saul to reign forty 
years, ver. 21. of this chapter, and from this verse, where 
he accords exactly with Josephus. 

[ n ] Ver. 21. By the space of forty years.'] So Josephus 
saith, he reigned whilst Samuel lived hi\ oktw irpbg toTc S&a, 
eighteen years, and after his death Svo kmi thorn, twenty-two 
years; but though this reckoning seems to have obtained 
in the time of Josephus, it is far from being true, that Saul 
reigned twenty-two years after the death of Samuel; it is 
rather true, as the Jews conceive, that they both died in 
the same year: so that the words, forty years, are to be 
connected thus — Until Samuel the prophet, who having 
judged them about thirty years, afterward they desired a 
king ; andGod, by Samuel, gave them Saul, whose reign 
with that of Samuel's was about the space of forty years. 
So saith Sulpitius Scverus,* " Ego arbitror k Paulo etiam 
Samuelis annos sub regis istius setate numeratos," I sup- 
pose that the years of Samuel also are added to the reign of 
that king by Paul; as doubtless they were, they making 
together just forty years. 

[ w ] Ver. 2G. And whosoever among youfeareth God.'} So 
ver. 16. that is, the" proselytes among you; so Bemidbar 
Iiabba on those words of the Psalmist, Blessed is every one 
thatfeareth the Lord, saith D^VK, ol $vfiovfitvot rovSthv, 
are the proselytes. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 31. Wlio was seen many days of those, who came 
up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his wit- 
nesses.'] These seem to be the hundred and eight men- 
tioned Acts i. 15. for these were Galileans, ver. 11. and 
cvvt\06vTt$, men coming with him, and men that go in to 
the apostles, ver. 13. 

- [ u ]Ver. 33. God hath fulfilled the promise made to your 
fathers in raising up Jesus.] i. e. From the dead, ver. 30. so 
as not to return to corrnption. For the promise being this, 
that God would raise up one to sit upon the throne of his 
father David, Acts ii. 30. and to reign over the house of 
Jacob, Luke i. 33. Christ upon his resurrection having all 
power in heaven and earth committed to him, Matt xxviii. 
18. and being exalted to the right hand of God, Acts ii.33. 



• lib. 1, cap. 61. 



this promise, by his resurrection to that kingdom, was 
fulfilled. 

[ 15 ] As it is written in the second Psalm, TJiouartmy Son, 
this day have I begotten thee.] That this Psalm belongs t9 
the Messiah, and speaks of his dominion and kingdom, 
appears from the preceding words, I have set thee, my Jang, 
tipon the holy hill ofSion; Jehovah hath said to me, Thou 
art my Son, this day have Ibegotten thee. This also is ap- 
parent from the following words, I will give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance; and from the exhortation of all kings 
to submit to him : (see the note on Heb. v. 5.) and, by this 
resurrection and exaltation, he is said to be begotten, as 
being made the first-born from. the dead, Colos. i. 18. Rev. 
j. 5. constituted the Son of God with power, Rom. i. 4. 
and having received a new birth: hence those two things 
are joined, Lukei. 32. He shall be called the Son of the 
Highest, and God shall give him the throne of his father 
David. (See also Examen Millii in locum.) 

[ l6 ] Ver, 34. In that he raised him tip, now no more to see 
corruption, he said, (Isa. lv. 3.) I will give thee rci oma 
Aaj3tS ra TTtara, the sure mercies of David.] That is, of Christ 
the son of David ; for that David, both in the language of 
Scripture and of the Jews, frequently signifies Christ, see 
note on Matt. ii. and that here it bears this sense both 
Kimchi and Aben-Ezra confess, and the following verse 
assures us; for, of this very David it is said, ver. 4. Be- 
hold, I have given him for a witness, a leader and com- 
mander to the people; and he being thus raised up to be a 
King for ever, so as. to see no more corruption, the bless- 
ings he confers upon his subjects must be sure and lasting. 

[ w ] Ver. 38. Through him is preached to them forgive- 
ness of sins.] i. e. Those sins, from the guilt of which the 
law of Moses could not cleanse the conscience, and from 
which we could not be justified, i. e. from the guilt and 
condemnation due to us, from which we could not be ex- 
empted by the law of Moses. (See the note on xv. 1.)- 

P 8 ] Ver. 42. Etc rb (xsraZb <ra/3j3arov.] This phrase doth 
not signify the intermediate week, as some conceive, or on , 
the second and fifth day of the week, but on the folloxving y" 
sabbath; for we learn from the forty-fourth verse, that they 
came not together till the following sabbath. So Josephus* 
speaks of David and Solomon, in Si t<ov jutTa^ tovtwv 
Bam\lu>v,.and of the following kings of Judah; for there 
came none between them. 

[*»] Ver. 46. KoIovk afyovg lavTovQKpivtrz, And judge your- 
selves unworthy of eternal life.] Or rather discover, or by 
your actions shew yourselves unworthy of it: for when our 
Saviour sent his apostles,- he bid them, into what village 
or house soever they entered, to inquire, Tig a£iog, who was 
worthy in it, and to shake off the dust of their feet against 
the unworthy ; (Matt. x. 11. 15.) i. e. against those who 
would not receive their doctrine of. salvation, or eternal 
life. This uuworthiness, saith the apostle, Kpivtn, you dis- 
cover, by thus contradicting and blaspheming it This is 
,thc sense of the word koIvwScu, viz. to discern, discover, or 
make known, when the apostle saith, He that comethinto 
the assemblies of the prophets, KQtvtrai, is discovered of them 
all, 1 Cor. xiv. 24. and the spiritual man discovers all 
things, ii. 15. s 

[ 20 ] Lo, we turn to the gentiles.] Not from the Jews every 



* De Hello Jud. lib, vi. cap. 13. p. 913, 
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where; for we find St. Paul still preaching to them in 
every synagogue where he came : (Acts xvii. 2.) but from 
those of Antioch in Pisidia, to the gentiles there, it being 
not reasonable that the Jews of other places should bo de- 
prived of the gospel, for the pcrverscness of those here. 

[ S1 j Ver. 48. And &<jql foav Teray/Jiivot clc £wr)v alwviov, OS 
many as ivere ordained to eternal life believed.] These 
words cannot signify a fixed number of persons absolutely 
by God ordained to eternal life y so that they, and they only, 
shall obtain it, and all others be excluded from it, as upon 
this supposition they must be ? for if God, by his ordina- 
tion or decree, hath fixed tho number of those whom he 
-will bring unto salvation, all they who are not of that num- 
ber will not partake of that salvation. And this is evident 
from these considerations: 

• First, That if the reason why these men believed be only 
this, that they were men ordained to eternal life; the rea- 
son why the rest believed not can be this only, that they 
were not ordained by God to eternal life: and if so, what 
necessity could there be, that the xvord of God should be 
first preached to them ? as we read, ver. 46. Was it only 
that their damnation might be the greater ? This seems to 
charge that Lover of souls, whose tender mercies are over 
all his works, with tho greatest cruelty, seeing it makes 
him determine from all eternity, not only that so many 
souls, as capable of salvation as any other, shall perish 
everlastingly ; but also to determine, that the dispensations 
of his providence shall be such towards them as necessa- 
rily tends to the aggravation of their condemnation. And 
-what could even their most malicious and most enraged 
enemy do more? What is it the very devil aims at by all 
his temptations, but this very end, viz. the aggravation of 
our future punishment ? And therefore to assert, that God 
had determined that his word should be spoken to these 
Jews for this very end, is to make God as instrumental to 
their ruin as the very devil, and seemeth wholly irrecon- 
cilable with his declarations, that he would have all mm to 
be saved, and would not that any man should perish. 

Secondly, The apostle gives this reason why he turned 
from the Jews to the gentiles ; viz. because the Jews had 
thrust away the word of God from them, and judged them- 
selves unworthy of eternal life, (ver. 46.)' Whereas, ac- 
cording to this supposition, this could be no sufficient 
reason of his turning from them to the gentiles ; for it was 
only they, among the Jews, whom God had not ordained 
to eternal life, who thus refused to believe and to obey the 
word of God ; and as many among the gentiles as were not 
thus ordained to eternal life must necessarily do the same ; 
and so there could be no sufficient cause why he should 
turn from the Jews to the gentiles on that account. And, 

Thirdly, Were this the reason why the Jews believed 
not, that they were not by God ordained to eternal life, 
why doth St. Paul by God's commission speak here to 
them thus: Be it known to you, brethren, that by this Jesus, 
is declared to you remissioti of sins? Why doth he add, 
and by him every one that believeth is justified? &c. Why 
doth he vehemently exhort them to beware, lest that saying 
of the prophet Ilabakkuk should be verified of them, I will 
ivork a work in your days, which you will not believe, 
though one declare it to you? (ver. 38. 41.) For could 
God have determined, that these very persons should not 
believe to life eternal, and yet commissionatc his apostles 



to tell them, that remission of sins and justification to life 
eternal was proposed to them? Could it be revealed to 
. St. Paul that they could not believe to life eternal, as being 
not by God ordained to it; and yet would he so pas- 
sionately exhort them to that faith in Jesus, which he well 
knew by virtue of this revelation belonged not to them, nor 
could they possibly exert? These things seem clearly to 
evince, that this cannot be the proper import of tho words ; 
but they wjll very well admit of these two senses : viz. (1.) 
As many as were disposed for eternal life believed: or, 
(2.) As many as were disposed to do it, believed to eternal 
life. And, 

First, It is highly probable, the genuine import of these 
words is this, "Otrot foav may pivot, As many as were dis- 
posed for eternal life believed; for this word riraynivoQ, by 
this very author, is used in this sense to signify a man, not 
outwardly ordained, bnt inwardly disposed; or one deter- 
mined, not by God, but his own inclination, to do such a 
thing; as when it is said,' Acts xx. 13. St. Paul went on 
foot to Assos, ovrw .yap %v SiaTerayplvog, for so he was dis- 
posed to do: so the son of Sirach saith, rtyzpovla avvtrov t*- 
Taynivn earat, the conduct or government of the wise.man 
will be well ordered, or disposed, (x, 1.) Thus Philo* saith 
to Cain, Thou needest not fear being killed by them who are 
iv <rg Ttray/Jiivoi (xvjujuaxfy ranked on thy side ; L e. of the 
same dispositions and affections with thee. And he saith 
of those children who, having had vicious parents, have 
themselves proved virtuous, that they arc afidvtf) may pivot 
Ta£tt,f placed in a better rank: and speaking of Esau and 
Jacob, he represents Esau as fierce, subject to anger and 
other passions, and governed by his brutish part; but Ja- 
cob as a lover of virtue and truth; and so iv ryjSfXrfovir*- 
rayfiivov ra%u,% placed in a better rank of men, or one of a 
-better temper and disposition; and adds, thatSamuel§ was 
reraypivog Sty, one well disposed towards God: so Simpli- 
cius interprets this word ; for when Epictctns|| had said, 
twv Si j3tXrtoTWV aot <$>atvQfi£v<x)v ovrwc tX ov &$ a7r ° ®tov nray- 
jutvoc etc ravrr\v rrjv ra&iv, If thou hast a desire to be a phi- 
losopher, so retain those things which seem best to thee, as 
being by God placedin that rank; that is, saith he,^[ d>e wo 
Ocov 7rpoT/)£7rJjuEvoc zttl Tavra, to yap /Jtlytarov twv ek 0eou Sw- 
pt)QivT(t)v avOpumotc <j>t\o?o<ptai(rri, as being incited by God to 
it; for philosophy, saith he, eternal salvation, saith the 
Scripture, is the greatest . gift that God lias given to man- 
kind. And to this sense tho very context leads ; the per- 
sons opposite to those disposed for eternal life, being 
those who for their indisposition to embrace the offer of it, 
were unworthy of eternal life. 

The second import of which these words are capable, is 
this : That as many as were well disposed, believed to eternal 
life; and accordingly we are said to believe hi Christ to 
eternal life, 1 Tim. i. lfi. and to tho saving of the soul, 
Heb. x. 39. and they who truly do believe are said to 
do it to eternal life, because they, by believing, do obtain a 
perfect right to that life, of which they cannot fail, but by 
departing from that faith, or suffering it to become unfruit- 
ful in those works of righteousness, which make them meet 
to be partakers of eternal life. 



• L. quod deter, p. 144. 
t De Pracra.et Pcen. p. 715. 
| Enchirid. cap. §9. 



t De Nobil. p. 702. C. 
§ De Teranl, p. 203. C, 
S P. 139. 
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1. A.ND it came to pass in Iconium, that they (viz. Paul 
and Barnabas) [*] went both together into the synagogue of 
the Jews (there), and so spake, that [ 2 ] a great multitude 
both of the Jews and also of the Greeks (i. e. the proselytes 
of the Jews) believed. 

2. But the ( ot Si, and that the) unbelieving Jews stirred 
up the gentiles, and made their minds (Gr. rose up, and 
made the minds of the gentiles) evil (-ty) affected against 
the brethren. 

3. Long time therefore abode they (licavbv filv ovvyjpovov 
dtkpi^av, for indeed they had tarried a long time) speak- 
ing boldly in (the name of) the Lord, who gave testimony 
unto the words of his grace, and granted signs and wonders 
to be done by their hands. 

4. But (then) the multitude of the city was divided : and 
part held with the (unbelieving) Jews, and part with the 
apostles. 

5. And when there was an assault (or tumult) made, 
both of (i. e. by) the gentiles, and also of (by) the Jews, 
with their rulers, (endeavouring) to use them despitefully 
(orcontumeliously), and to [ 3 ] stone them (as blasphemers 
of the law), 

6. They were aware of it, and ( so) fled to Lystra, and 
(then to) Derbe, (ver. 20.) cities of Lycaonia, and (then) 
to the region which lieth round about (those cities) : 

7. And there they preached the gospel. 

8. And there sat a man at Lystra, [ 4 ] impotent in his feet, 
being a cripple from his mother's womb, (and so one) who 
never had walked. 

9. The same heard Paul speak (-ing the word); who 
steadfastly beholding him, and [ 5 ] perceiving (by his gift 
of discerning spirits) that he had faith to be healed, 

10. Said (to him) with a loud voice, Stand upright on 
thy feet. And (having said this) he (the impotent man) 
leaped and walked. 

11. And when thie people saw what Paul had done, they 
lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, 
[ 6 ] The gods are come down to us iathc likeness of men. 

12. [ 7 ] And they called Barnabas, Jupiter ; and Paul, 
Mcrcurius (i. e. his interpreter), because he was the chief 
speaker. 

13. Then the priest of Jupiter, who ft. e. whose image) 
was before the city, brought oxen and garlands (Gr. coro- 
nets) [ 8 ] to the gates (where Barnabas and Paul were), 
and would have done sacrifice with the people (f. e. he 
and they would have offered sacrifice to them as gods). 

14. Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, 
heard of, they rent their clothes (to shew their detestation 
of the fact), and ran in among tho people, crying out, 

15. And saying, Sirs, why do ye (attempt) these things? 
(seeing) we also are men of like passions with you, and 
preach to you that ye should turn from these vanities (or 
dead idols) to the (worship of the) living God, who made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that arc 
therein : 

16. [ 9 ] Who in times past (since the days of Noah, 1 Pet. 
iii. 20.) suffered all nations to walk in their own ways 
(giving them no written law, and sending them no prophets 

vol. v. 



to instruct them in the true worship of him f as he did to the 
Jews). .:. . M 

17. [ 10 ] Nevertheless he left not himself without witness 
(to them of his providence), in that he did good (to us alt), 
and gave (Gr. giving) us rain from heaven, and fruitful sea- 
sons, filling our hearts with food and gladness. 

18. And with these sayings scarce restrained they the 
people, that they had not done (i. e.from doing) sacrifice 
to them. {'■ 

19. And (then) there came thither certain Jews from 
Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people (against 
the apostles), and (so they), having [ u ] stoned Paul, drew 
him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. 

20. Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he 
rose up, and came intp the city : and the next day he de- 
parted with Barnabas to Derbe. * 

21. And when they had preached the gospel to that city, 
and had taught many (Gr. had made many disciples), they 
returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, . 

22. Confirming the souls oithe disciples, and exhorting 
them to continue in the faith, and (telling them) that we 
(Christians) must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

. 23. And when they had [ H ] ordained them elders in every 
church, and had prayed with fasting, (Gr. and when praying 
with fasting, they hadorddined, &c.) they commended them 
to (the protection of) the Lord (Jems), on whom they be- 
lieved. 

24. And after they had passed through Pisidia, they 
came to Pamphylia. 

25. And when they had preached the word in Perga, 
they went down to Attalia : 

26. And thenco sailed to Antioch, from whence they 
had been recommended to the grace of God (by prayer for 
his assistance, Acts xiii. 3.) for the work which they (had 
now) fulfilled. - i 

27. And when they were come, and had gathered the 
church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with 
(i. e. by) them, and how he had opened the door of faith 
to the gentiles. 

28. And there they abode (a) long time with the dis- 
ciples. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIV. 

H Ver. 1. THAT they went Kara™ avrb, both together.]. 
So 1 Sam. xi. 11. there were not two of them left TP Kara 
to avrb, together; 2 Sam. ii. 16. They fell down Kara to 
avro, together ; 1 Kings iii. 18. v^c Kara rb avrb, We were 
together. 

[ 2 ] A great multitude, *lov$atu>v ml IXX^vwv, of the Jews 
and Greeks believed.] i. e. SejSo^vwv iWftvwv, a great mul- 
titude of Greek proselytes; for they made a part of the. 
Jewish synagogue, and in it are converted to the faith : so, 
xvii. 4. andxviii.4. Paul spake in the synagogue at Corinth, 
and persuaded Jews and Greeks; see also xiii. 42. xix. 
8. 10. Note also, that the second verse is to be put in a 
parenthesis. . x ';'.-, 

[ s ] Ver. 5. And to stone them,] As blasphemers against 
the law, Deut. xiii. 6. So they stoned Stephen as speaking 
blasphemous words against the law and the temple, Acts 
vi. 13. So St. Paul here, ver. 19. and so they attempted to 
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stone Christ for supposed blasphemy, John x. 33. And 
in like manner, Joscphus saith,* that Ananias the high- 
priest delivered up James, andother Christians, to be stoned, 
as being accused of impiety against thelaw* 

[ 4 ] Ver. 8. 'ASuvaroc rote tr6div, Impotent in his fief.] 
This word o^vvarot is frequently* used in the Septuagint, 
for a man fceblo and helpless; as when Job saith, he was 
narrjp aSwarwv, the father of the helpless, xxix. 16. xxxi. 
20. and Joel, iii. 10. 6a§vvaTOQ\zylra),let the weak say lam 
strong. - f \ r ■ \ * > i - .' 

[ 5 ] Ver. 9. Seeing he had faith to be healed.'] Faith being 
an act of the understanding, could not.be discerned by the 
eye of sen^e ; this therefore is an instance of that power of 
discerning the inward working of men's spirits, mentioned 
ICor.xii.lO. . -;) r,w; ; v ' ' < > \ , ; t 

[6] Ver. 11. Saying, The .gods are come doum to us in the 
likeness of men.] This was not only the imagination of the 
poets, Homer, and others here cited by Grotius, but even 
of their- philosophers: for Cicero hence proves, the gods 
must be of human shape, because they never appeared in 
any other forin. (See the note 6n xvii. 29.) rim 

(7] Ver. 12; And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and 
Paul, Mercury, because'Jie ivas vyoifjizvog rov \6yov,.the chief 
speaker."] He is accounted, saith Justin Martyr,f Xoyoc 
tpfxiivevriKOQ ml wavTuv S&dcnzaXoQ, the word that is the inter* 
preterand teacher of all men; and he is called Hermes, saith 
Philo, J wc 'Epfiyvia mat 7rpo^TTjv twv Sdw, as being the in- 
terpreter and prophet of Divine things: he is, saith Por- 
phyry, 7rapaoramoc, the exhibiter or representer of reason 
and eloquence: ho is called Mercury, saith Seneca, quia 
ratio penes ilium est. (De Benef. lib. iv. cap. 7.) .& 

[ 8 ] Ver. 13. 'EttI tovq 7rvXwvac To the gates.] Not of the 
temple of Jupiter, which was without the city, but the gates 
of the house where Paul and Barnabas lodged ; for these 
things were done within tho city,, (ver. 19.) Hither the 
priest of Jupiter brought oxen for sacrifice, and* <rr%iara 
crowns or garlands, cither to put upon the heads of Paul 
and Barnabas, according to the heathen custom of crown- 
ing their gods, mentioned in Jeremy's epistle to the Jews 
in Babylon, ver. 9. and especially of offering golden crowns 
to Jupiter, as Brissonius§ shews they did ; or to put on the 
ox or heifer to be offered : hence have we mention in 
Virgil 1| of the " vittae juvencum," garlands of the heifers, 
where, saith Servius " vclatum auro vittisque juvencum," 
is " coronatum auro vittisque," i. e. a heifer crowned with 
them. Athenaeiis from Aristotle saith,^ this was done, be- 
cause nothing but what is perfect was to.be offered to the, 
gods ; to Sfc ortyuv irXrjpuxrtv nva xnjfiatvEt,- now to crown sig- 
nifies perfection ; whence €€ operi coronam imponere," is to 
perfect a work. , 

"HOeke Sveiv, He would have sacrificed.] Here see, saith 
Chrysostom, tho devil's malice ; he would have brought in 
avOpwirdkarpdav Divine worship of men by those very per- 
sons who were sent to convert men from it, persuading, 
them again to esteem men as gods, as formerly they had 
done: and how fully he hath done this in the Roman, 
church, where innumerable men are worshipped with invo- 
cation, and even mental prayers, which suppose them to 

* Aivfffafiptvw; iretptootxt. Anliq. Jad. lib. xx. cap. 8. p. 698. B. 

t Ap. ii. p. 67. f Apud Euaeb. Praep. Erang. lib. iii. cap, 11. 

$ X)t formulis, lib. ii. p. 249. 

|| Mu.w.SC6. 5 Lib. xt. p. 674. 



know the hearts of the supplicants, and so to have the pro- 
perty ascribed to God alone in the Scripture ; I have fully 
shewed in a treatise on that subject. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 16. Who in times past suffered all nations to 
walk in their own ways.] Not so as to allow of their man- 
ners, or to leave them without any means sufficient to con- 
vince them of the error of their ways, and their idolatrous 
worship ; for this he had done so effectually, as to leave 
them ivithout excuse, in that they did not icorship him as 
God, neither were thankful for his benefits. (Rom. i.20,j>l.) 
But he so fai; .permitted this, as that he sent them no pro- 
phet to instruct them better; and gavei them no positive 
revelation of his will,' no written instructions .of that way 
in which he would be worshipped, as he had done to the 
Jews.. ( . ' \ ; , , 

[ 10 ] Ver. 17. Nevertheless he left not himself without a 
witness, in that he did them, good, and gave them rain from 
heaven.] From these words it appears, (1.) that the giving 
of rain in its season, and of fruitful seasons of the year, is 
even to the heathens a testimony of the, Divine providence: 
for, this rain coming from the clouds of heaven, and these 
fruitful seasons depending so necessarily upon the sun, 
moon, and other luminaries of heaven, and being so con- 
stantly produced by them, must* demonstrate, that they 
must derive them from, and owe them to,,him,who made tho 
heavens and the earth, (ver. 15.) and therefore, that they 
ought to worship and be thankful to him for them. (2.) 
These being good things, and such as filled their hearts with 
food and gladness; and being conferred freely and constant- 
ly on them, who daily provoked him by their idolatries and 
ingratitude, were also a clear testimony of his. goodness 
to them, and therefore an assurance to them,*that if they, 
knowing him by this means to be God, would turn from 
their dumb idols, and worship him as God, they might find 
grace and favour in his eyes, who was so good unto them, 
even whilst they did continue to provoke him : now the 
knowledge of. the God that made. heaven and earth, as the 
only true God, who is to be worshipped, and whose provi- 
dence affords us all the blessings we enjoy, and the belief 
that he is well inclined to shew mercy to all that thus turn 
to him, and are thus thankful to him, seems to be all that 
God expected from the gentiles, as may be gathered from 
Rom. i. 20, 21. 

[ u ] Ver. 19. And stoned Paul.] God permitting this, 
saith Woltzogenius, for the punishment of his sin, in being 
active and assistant at the stoning Stephen. (Acts vii. 58. 
viii. 1.) 

' [ 12 ] Ver. 23. Xciporov/jcravTfe §£ avroXg 7rp£crj3i/T£pouc kot 
cKicX^flrtav, And ordaining themeldersin every church.] That 
Xeiporovziv irpzvfivrlpovQ, is not to choose elders by com- 
mon suffrage, or by lifting up the hands of the apostles, is 
fully proved by Dr. Hammond and Mr. Scldcn ; but then, 
that this constituting elders in these churches was making 
them fixed bishops of those churches, is not proved. 

To clear up this, let it be considered, that in those 
times men received the gift of tongues and prophecy^ or 
those spiritual gifts which fitted them to minister in the 
church, cither immediately from heaven, as the apostles 
themselves did, and so by God himself were fitted and 
appointed for that work; so was it with the hundred and 
twenty who received the Holy Ghost on the day of Pente- 
cost; (see note on Acts ii. 1.) or when they prayed with 
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Peter and John, (Acts iv. 31.) and with St. Paul, who was 
baptized and filled with the Holy Ghost; (ix. 17.) so was it 
with Cornelius and his kinsmen, (Acts x. 44.) for they spake 
with tongues and magnified God, even as the apostles did 
when they had received the Holy Ghost ; for as they. spake 
with tongues fxtyaXtta rov Szov, the great things of God, 
(Acts ii. 11.) so did these men speak with tongues, fxzya- 
XovvTts rbv Stbv, magnifying God, and therefore St. Peter 
saith, they had received the Holy Ghost even as we: (Acts x. 
47. xi. 17.) or else these gifts were given by imposition of 
the apostles' hands $ so when the Samaritans believed, and 
were baptized, that they might have persons fitted to offi- 
ciate in sacred things, the church of Jerusalem sends to 
them Peter and John, who lay their hands on some of them, 
and they received the Holy Ghost (Acts viii. 17.) This 
being done, the apostles returned to Jerusalem, (ver. 25.) 
preaching the word to other villages of Samaria, but leaving 
the conduct of the church to those gifted men \ and these 
seem to be the men who, first officiated in all converted 
churches; and wherever we meet with them,.we fiijd no 
other persons constituted as bishops, or fixed overseers 
of those churches, as in the churches of Corinth, Galatia, 
Thessalonica, and therefore have reason to conceive there 
were no other elders constituted here, they being no more 
necessary for the churches of Lystra and Iconium,* than for 
those of Corinth and Galatia. Moreover, we have here 
only mention of elders constituted in these churches,' not 
of one deacon placed under them, which shews, these 
elders were not bishops ; since, by the rule of Epiphanius, 
a bishop cannot be without a" deacon. In a word, these 
prophetical men, though they were officers placed, in. the 
church next to the apostles, (1 Cor. xii. 26.) yet were they 
not fixed ministers ; but from what parts soever they come, 
and wherever they are, they take upon them to- officiate : 
so doth Barnabas at Antioch, (xi. 23, 24.) and the other 
prophets there ;'(xiii. 1,2.) and so doth Silas, sent from 
Jerusalem to Antioch, continue there, (Acts xv. 33.) and 
from thence goes through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the 
churches, (ver. 41.) 

CHAP. XV. 

1. AND certain men which came down from Judea (to 
Antioch),taughi the brethren (of the gentiles, saying), E 1 ] Ex- 
cept ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses (L e. so 
as by tliat rite to submit to, and observe, his law), ye cannot 
be saved. 

2. When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dis- 
sension and disputation With them (Gr. and a dissension 
being made among the brethren, and no small debate or rea- 
soning of Paul and Barnabas against them who taught this 
doctrine), [ 2 ] they (of Antioch) determined that Paul and 
Barnabas, and certain others of them, should go up to 
Jerusalem [*j to the apostles and elders (there), about this 
question. 

3. And being brought on their way by the church, they 
(Gr. ol filv olv 7rpo7r£/i03rtvr€Cj they therefore being sent forth 
by the church) passed through Phcenice and Samaria, de- 
claring (to them) the conversion of the gentiles :and (by 
this) they caused great joy unto all the brethren. 

4. And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were 
received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and 
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they declared (to them) nil things which God had done 
with them, (i. e. by them> ver. 12.) *- :^'- &t<j\ 

5. But there arose up certain of the setft of thfc-pharisees 
which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise 
them (who believed among the gentiles), and to command 
them to keep the law of Moses. - * 

6. And (then) the apostleS and elders came- together to 
consider of this matter. 

7. And when there had been much disputing, Peter Tose 
up, and said to them, Men and brethren, ye knOVvhow that 
[ 4 J a good while ago (Gr. of days of old), God made choice 
among us (Gr. 6 Qzbg h ifxiv cgcX^aro, God chose me out 
among you), that the gentiles by my mouth should hear the 
word of the gospel; and believe ; (commanding Cornelius to 
send for me, Acts x. 5. and me to go to him with the messen- 
gers sent for me, not making any difference betwixt htm and 
others, ver. 20.) w ;*;*«■' > I 

8. And God, who knoweth the hearts (of all men), bare 
them witness (of his acceptance of them, though uncircum- 
cised, by) giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did to us 
(believing Jews). ■ • 

9. And (he) [*] put no difference betwixt us and them. 
(on the account of their uncircumcision, but supplied*that 
by) purifying their hearts by faith (and so making them a 
pure people, as circumcision formerly did us), 

10. Now therefore why tempt ye God (7. e. why distrust 
ye the truth of what he hath thus declared, by attempting) 
[*] to put a yoke '(of obedience to the' taw of Moses) upon 
the necks of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor \ve 
were able to bear (i, e. to perform so as to be justified by it) ? 

11. But wc believe that through the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (or through God'sfavour to us in him),vte shall 
be saved, [ 7 ] even as they (are to be saved by it), 

12. Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience 
to Barnabas and Saul, declaring (in confirmation of this 
point) what miracles and bonders God had wrought among 
the (uncircumcised) gentiles by them. 

13. And after they had held their peace, James answered 
(to the question), saying, Men and brethren, hearken to me : 

14. Simeon hath declared how God at the first did (by 
him) visit the gentiles, to take out of them a people for 
(the glory of) his name. 

15. »And to this agree the words of the prophet (Amos), 
as it is written, (ix.ll.) 

16. After this I will return, and build again [ 8 ] the ta- 
bernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build 
again the ruins thereof, and I will, set it up, (by raising up 
Christ to sit upon his throne, Acts ii. 30. and giving him the 
throne of his father David, Luke i. 32.) 

17. p] That the residue of men might seek after the 
Lord, and all the gentiles, upon whom my name is called, 
saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 

18. (Tliis he foretold by his prescience : for) known unto 
God are all his works from the beginning of the world. 

19. [ 10 ] Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not 
them, who from among the gentiles arc turned to God (with 
the observation of our law and ceremonies): 

20. But (count it sufficient) that wc write to them, that 
they ["] abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornica- 
tion, and from things strangled, and from blood. 

21. (Nor will this liberty be prejudicial to the Jews ad- 
hering to the law of Moses:) for [ X2 ] Moses of (from) old 
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time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in 
the synagogues every sabbath-day. 

22. Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the 
whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to 
Antioch with Paul and Barnabas ; namely, Judas surnamed 
Barsabas and Silas, chief men among the brethren: 

23. And (they) wrote letters by them, after this manner; 
The apostles, and elders, and brethren, send greeting to the 
brethren which are of the gentiles in Antioch, and Syria, 
and Cilicia: , > 

24. Forasmuch as we have heard that certain (men) 
which went out from us, (1 John ii. 19.) have troubled you 
with words, subverting your.souls (by) saying, (Ye ought 
to) bo circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no 
such commandment: 

25. It seemed good to us, being assembled with one ac- 
cord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas 
and Paul, 

26. (WIio are) men that have hazarded their lives for the 
name of onr Lord Jesus Christ. 

27. We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall 
also tell you the same things by (word of) month. 

28. [ 13 ] For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost (falling upon 
the uncircumcised gentiles), and to us, to lay upon you no : 
greater burden than these necessary things ; (u e. these things 
necessary at present, to avoid the scandal of the Jews; viz.) 

29. That ye abstain from meats offered to idols (in the 
idol temples), and from blood, and from things strangled, 
and from fornication : from which if you keep yourselves, 
ye shall do well. Fare ye well. 

30. So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: 
and when they had gathered the multitude together, they 
delivered the epistle : 

31. And when they had read (it), they rejoiced for the 
consolation (it afforded them). 

32. And Judas and Silas, being [ 14 ] prophets also them- 
selves, exhorted the brethren with many words, and con- 
firmed them, 

33. And after they had tarried there a space, they were 
let go in peace from the brethren to the apostles. 

34. Notwithstanding it pleased Silas to abide there still. 

35. Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teach- 
ing and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others 
also (that were prophets and teachers there, xiii. 1.) 

36. And some days after Paul said to Barnabas, Let us 
go again (see Acts xiii. 3, 4.) and visit our brethren in every 
city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see 
how they do. 

37. And Barnabas determined (or counselled) to take 
with them John, whose surname was Mark. 

38. But Paul thought not good to take bim with them, 
who (when they went out before) departed from them from 
Pamphylia (to go to Jerusalem, xiii. 13.) and went not (on) 
with them to the work (he had begun, xiii. 5.) ' 

39. And the contention was so sharp between them, that 
they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barna- 
bas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; 

40. And Paul chose Silas, and departed (with him), 
being recommended by the brethren to the grace (and fa- 
vour) of God. 

41. And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming 
the churches. 



ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XV. 

■ 

[*] Vcr. 1. 'EA'N fju) 7rtpiTlfivt)<*$e, Except ye be circumcised 
after the manner (commanded by the law) of Moses, ye can- 
not be saved.] Here note, 

First, That these persons were of the sect of the phari- 
secs, (vcr. 5.) and perhaps they were only the zealots of 
that sect, for wo find the Jews of different opinions in this 
matter, even as to men's admission into their religion; for 
some of them would not only permit them of other nations, 
who owned the true God, to live quietly among them, but 
even to embrace their religion without circumcision, whilst 
others by no means would permit them so to do. Thus 
when Izates,* the son of Helen, queen of Adiabcne, em- 
braced the Jews' religion, Ananias declared he might do it 
without circumcision, but Eleazer maintained, that it was 
avlfiua, great impiety to remain ttneircumcised. And when 
two eminent persons of Trachonitis fled to Josephus, the 
zealots f among the Jews were urgent for their circumcision* 
if they would abide with them; but Josephus persuaded the 
multitude against it. And this controversy continued after 
they embraced Christianity, some allowing them to embrace 
Christianity without submitting to circumcision and the 
Jewish law; others contending, that without circumcision 
and the observance of the law, they could not be saved. And 
these were the false apostles which troubled the churches 
of Corinth, Galatia, and Philippi, and were great enemies 
to St. Paul, who taught the contrary. 

Secondly, Observe, that circumcision obliged those hea- 
thens which submitted to it to observe the whole law; 
(Gal. v. 3.) it is the same thing to say, they must be circum- t 
cised after the manner of Moses, (ver. 1.) and to say, (vcr. 
5. 24.) they must be circumcised, and keep the law of Moses. 

Thirdly, Observe, that they held this necessary to salva- 
tion, (vcr. 1.) and by that doctrine they subverted the souls 
of the gentile converts, (ver. 24.) causing them to fall from 
the grace of the gospel offered to them without circumci- 
sion. (Gal. v. 4.) Now this they did agreeably to their 
common maxim, that u omnes pra&putiati descendunt in 
gehennam," all uncircumcised persons go to hell. (P. Eliczer, 
cap. 29. p. 66.) 

Fourthly, Observe, that they who did this went out from 
Judea, (ver. 1.) and were men going out as from the apo- 
stles, (ver. 24.) and therefore St. John saith of them, they 
went out from us, but they were not of as. (1 John ii. 19.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. They (of Antioch) determined that Paul and 
Barnabas — should go up to Jerusalem, &c] St. Paul de- 
clares that he went then up to Jerusalem, tear airoKaXvipiv, 
according to revelation; (Gal. ii. 2.) as therefore the pro- 
phets and teachers at Antioch had before separated Paul 
and Barnabas by revelation to preach to some of (he gen- 
tiles, and they having fulfilled that work returned to An- 
tioch ; (xiv. 26.) so is it probable, that by another revelation 
made to the same persons, they were sent up to Jerusalem, . 
as being fittest to convince those of the contrary persua- 
sion, by declaring ivhat God had wrought by them among 
the uncircumcised gentiles, and his acceptance of them 
without circumcision, or (ho observance of the law of 
Moses. Hence St. Paul tells us, that by what he had dc- . 
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clared to them, (ver. 4. 12.) they saw the gospel of the un- 
circumcision was committed to him, as the gospel of the cir- 
cumcision was to Peter; because he that wrought effectually 
by Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, was mighty 
by him toivards the gentiles. (Gal. ii. 7, 8.) 

[ 3 ] To the apostles and elders.'] Here Dr. Hammond tells 
us they were sent to the apostles and bishops of Jerusalem, 
and to the other bishops of Judea, and so, ver. 22, 23. 28. 
he makes the other bishops of Judea to be a part of this 
council, and for the proof of this he refers us to note 6 on 
Acts xi. where he affirms that elders signify bishops, but 
does not prove that the elders were bishops of Judea, un- 
less it be by saying, elders are bishops ; and therefore there 
being but one bishop at Jerusalem, and yet more ciders, 
the rest, excepting James, must be the bishops of Judea. 
But this opinion I have sufficiently confuted, notes on 
James v. 14. 1 Pet. v. 1. and indeed it is mere novelty, 
not supported by the authority of any one ancient writer : 
for though some of them say, the names of bishop and 
presbyter, that is, elder, were used promiscuously in the 
first age of Christianity, none of them ever thought or said, 
that the word presbyter or elder, in the New Testament, 
did always signify a bishop. My opinion of these elders 
is, that they were of the one hundred and eight, who re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost at the beginning with the apostles; 
(see note [*] on Acts ii.) those who had been with Christ from 
the beginning, out of which one was to be chosen in the 
place of Judas, (i. 21, 22.) and of those witnesses of his 
resurrection, which came up with him from Galilee, (xiii. 
21.) With these who had thus received the Holy Ghost, 
St. Peter ranks himself, saying to the Jews, The elders that 
are among you I exhort, who also am an elder; (1 Pet. v. 1.) 
and of these St. James seems to speak to the same per- 
sons, when ho saith, Is any man sick, let him send for the 
elders of the church: (v. 14.) and perhaps these are the 
vyovfizvoi, who had the rule over them'; (Heb. xiii. 7. 16.) 
for Judas and Silas, two of these elders, being prophets, 
arc styled avSpzg rtyoifizvot Iv role adz\<poig, leading men, or 
governors, among the brethren. That there were any other 
bishops of Judea, I believe not, as finding nothing in anti- 
quity concerning them, but as Christians multiplied, or 
grew up in Judea, though they all still were zealous for the 
law and customs, (Acts xxi. 20.) and so still worshipped in 
the synagogue ; yet as they saw occasion they sent one or 
more of these prophets or ciders, to instruct and confirm 
them. Thus when many Jews at Antioch believed and 
turned to the Lord, upon tidings of these things, brought to 
the church at Jerusalem, they sent forth Barnabas, one full 
of the Holy Ghost, that he should go as far as Antioch, (xi. 
21 — 23.) Such also were the governors and ministers of 
church affairs in other places ; they who received the Holy 
Ghost at Samaria were to officiate there, and be a nursery 
for other churches of Samaria, which should embrace the 
gospel: such were the prophets and teachers of Antioch, 
(xiii. 1.) such the elders in every church, (xiv. 23.) .such 
the wpoioraiitvoi, those that laboured among the TJiessalo^' 
nians, and ivere over them in the Lord, (1 Thess. v. 12.) 
the prophets in the church of Corinth, (1 Cor. xiii. 14.) the 
spiritual men in the church of the Galatians,(vi. 1. see the 
note there,) the men who had the gifts of prophecy and 
teaching among the Romans, (xii. G, 7.) and the twelve 
men on whom the Holy Ghost fell at Ephesus, and made 



them overseers of the churches there and in the neigh- 
bouring places : for at the first conversion of any church, 
there being none among them fitted to teach the Christian 
faith by their own skill and learning, it secmeth necessary 
they should be fitted and ordained for this work by the 
immediate afflatus, and the miraculous endowments, of the 
Holy Ghost: and when the apostles, who only had the 
power of giving the Holy Ghost, were about to leave the 
world, they placed fixed bishops and pastors in the 
churches. Thus St. Paul sends about Timothy and Titus 
for this work, giving them instructions concerning the per- 
sons to be ordained. ' 

Moreover, that these were all elders of Jerusalem, and 
not of all Judea, we may learn, because Barnabas and 
Saul were appointed to go up only to Jerusalem to the 
bishops and elders there, about this question, (ver. 2.) 
and when they were come to Jerusalem, they were re- 
ceived by the apostles and elders, (ver. 4.) and (ver. 6.) 
the apostles and elders came together to consider of this 
matter. Now this meeting being not at any festival, and 
there being no mention of any persons sent for to come 
thither from any other places, we have reason to believe 
they were only the elders at Jerusalem, or residing there. 

[ 4 ]Ver. 7. Ye know that, atf yfxzpiov apxaiwv, a good 
while ago God made choice of me.'] Not only when he ac- 
tually sent him to Cornelius, but when he promised that by 
him he would lay the foundation of his church, which was 
to be erected among Jews and gentiles. (See the note on 
Matt- xvi. 18; 19.) And this is said to have been done a<f 
Vfitpvv ap xaid)v,from days of old, as Mnason is styled ap- 
X<*log fiaOrirrje, an old disciple, Acts xxi. 16. and the first 
ministers of the gospel were styled ol an apx^c> they that 
were from the beginning, and the doctrine preached to the 
Jews by the apostles is styled IvroXfj iraXala, an old com- 
mandment, which they had received from the beginning, Luke 
i. 2. 1 John ii. 7. 

[*] Ver. 9. And he put no difference ov^lv Mkqivs, he made 
no discrimination betwixt us and them.] The argument here 
is plainly to this effect, That God by pouring his Holy Spi- 
rit on the uncireumcised gentiles, as he had done upon 
the circumcised Jews, had plainly demonstrated that he 
had received them to his favour, and made no discrimina- * 
tion, as to his choicest gifts, betwixt theui and the Jews ; 
and that legal purification, which seemed wanting to them 
on the account of their noncircumcision, he had fully and 
abundantly supplied in purifying their hearts by faith ; and 
therefore, saith he, your endeavour to impose upon them 
these legal observances, to render them acceptable to God, 
after so signal an evidence that he acceptcth them without 
them, must be a tempting God, as that phrase constantly 
imports a distrusting or disbelieving him after sufficient 
evidence vouchsafed of his good-will and pleasure. * (See 
note on Matt. iv. 7.) 

[°] Ver. 10. To put a yoke upon the disciples' necks, which 
neither we nor our forefathers were able to bear.] Though 
these words are, by most interpreters, applied to the nu- 
merous ritual precepts, the costly sacrifices, and to the 
frequent tedious journeys up to Jerusalem, required by the 
law, which made the observance of it difficult and irksome ; 
I rather would refer it to that defect that the apostle hath 
observed in it, that it could not purge the conscience from 
the guilt of sin, Hcb. ix. 9. x. 1. that it could not give life, 
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Gal. iii. 21. that it was a killing letter, leaving them under 
condemnation^ 2 Cor. iii. 7. vi. 9. and so making it neces- 
sary for them to believe hi Christy that they might be justified, 
Gal. ii. 1G. and redeemed from the eurse of the law, Gal. 
iii. 13. according to those words of St. Paul, Acts xiii. 38, 
39. Be it known to you, that through this man is preached 
to you forgiveness ofsi?is, and by him all that believe are 
justified from all things from which they could not be justi- 
fied by the law of Moses: for to this sense the following 
words incline, we could not bear this yoke; for we believe, 
that by the grace of the Lord J esm Christ we shall be saved. 

[*] Ver. 11. Even as they.'] This is not to be referred to 
the words, our forefathers, as if the former Jews expected 
to be saved by the grace of Christ;. for whatsoever truth 
may, be in it with respect to the ancient Jews, it is certain 
that the latter Jews expected justification, not by faith, 
but by the tvorks of the law, Rom. ix. 32. and believed 
nothing of the Messiah, who should die to procure for 
them remission of sins : the controversy here .was concern- 
ing the necessity of circumcision, and observation of the 
law of Moses to salvation: (ver. 1.) this, saith St Peter, 
cannot be so, because God hath purified their hearts by 
faith, and so prepared them by it for mercy and salvation; 
and as they are to be saved by the grace of Christ, so we 
expect salvation by the same grace ; and this sense is 
conflrmed from a like passage in St. Paul, declaring that 
it is the same God who* justifies both Jew' and gentile through 
the same faith, Rom. iii. 30. And again, Gal. ii. 15, 16. 
We Jews knowing that a man is justified, not by the works 
of the law, but by the faith of Christ, we have believed in 
him that we might be justified. 

Nor is it any argument to the contrary, that our fathers 
are the nearest antecedent to the word zkuvoi, they, for the 
words our fathers are only mentioned accidentally. Now 
it is very common in such cases for the relative to refer to 
a remoter antecedent, which is the subject professedly dis- 
coursed of: so Acts vii. 19. He dealt subtilly with our fa- 
thers, not Joseph immediately preceding, but the king 
that knew not Joseph: x. 6. He shall tell thee xvhat thou 
oughtest to do, viz. not Simon the tanner, but Simon Peter. 
(See the note on 1 John v. 20.) . 

[ 8 ] Ver. 16. The tabernacle of David which is fallen 
doivn, Haneplcth.] Hence the Jews called the Messiah, 
Bar Naphli, because it is written,* I will build again the 
tabernacle of David which is fallen doivn, Amos ix. 10, 11. 
The most ancient way of dwelling being in tents and taber- 
nacles, a man's house or habitation is usually, in the He- 
brew language, called Mischeneah, his tabernacle, as you 
may see in the book of Job, and in the prophets; so here 
the tabernacle of David is the house and family of David. 

P] Ver. 17. That -the residue of men might seek after the 
Lord,] Amos ix. 12. In the Hebrew it is, that they may 
possess the remnant ofEdom, who being the greatest ene- 
mies to Israel, the calling of them* must denote the calling 
of the worst of the nations ; the Greek version also, which 
St. Luke follows, proves the thing more clearly, as making 
mention of all nations seeking after the Lord. 

[ 10 ]Ver.l9. Wherefore my sentence is, &c] There be 
many things contained in, this chapter, which shew the 
Christians then had.no apprehensions that St. Peter was 

• Sanbedr. fol. 69. 2. 



by Christ appointed as the monarch of the church, or chief 
judge of controversies: for, 

First, St. Paul and Barnabas were sent for the decision 
of this controversy, not to St. Peter in particular, but to the 
apostles and elders of the church in general. 

Scbondly, The decretory sentence was given by St. 
James, and not by Peter: tcptvio iya>, saith St. James, I 
judge/ that is; saith Chrysostom, fitr l%ov<r(ag\lyu> tovto, I 
with authority say this; and this determination of the 
question was made by James, saith Chrysostom, ktTvoc yap 
j5v rfjv apx^ v iyKixupt^iiivog, because he had the government 
(viz. of the church of Jerusalem) committed to him. 

Thirdly, The letters, which are directed to the gentile 
churches, run after this manner, The apostles, elders, and 
brethren, to the brethren which are Of the gentiles in Antioch, 
Syria, and Cilicia, send greeting, without any particular 
mention of St. Peter, the supposed judge of this and other 
controversies, and the supposed governor of these and of 
all other churches. Now all these things arc an indica- 
tion, that the Christians of those times knew nothing of 
this supremacy of Peter, Or of Christ's appointment of him 
to be his vicar, and the judge of controversies, to whom 
appeals were to be made in doubtful cases. For do any 
churches, which are now subject to the pope of Rome, 
and do acknowledge him to be Christ's vicar, send to the 
cardinals for the decision of their controversies, and make 
no mention of his holiness? Is it their custom when such 
disputes, as this was, do arise, to have recourse to them in 
general, and not particularly to the pope? Doth any cardi- 
nal take upon him to pass the decretory sentence in any 
question of this nature ? Or, do their letters when they de- 
cide such questions run afteT this manner, We, the cardi- 
nals and bishops of the church of Rome, send greeting? 
Since" therefore they who now acknowledge this vicar, nei- 
ther do, nor by their principles can do, as the Christians 
mentioned in the Acts did, it must *be certain that those 
Christians did not own that vicar which is now set up by 
the church of Rome. . - / 
' [ n ] Ver. 20. *A7ro twv aXuxytyiarwv twv tlSwkwv, From the 
pollutions of idols, from fornication, from things strangled,' 
and from blood.] Dr. Spencer here rejects all the interpret- 
ations given by others of these words, and then concludes, 
that all these things were forbidden, as being causes, signs, 
and attendants, on the idolatry of the heathens; things 
offered to idols, whether meat or drink, being after eaten 
in the idol's temple to his honour; and so, saith he, were 
blood, and things strangled, ways of confederacy with 
demons, and of offering the blood, that is the very soul, to 
them, as by fornication they did the body. But(l.) these 
four are plainly reckoned as things distinguished in them- 
selves, and from one -another, and so are separated by a 
koI, or and, interposed betwixt each of them; whereas, 
according to this exposition, they arc all aStoXoOura, things 
offered to idols, and much more are they all aX«ry///xarn, 
pollutions of idols. Moreover, the things forbidden here, 
saith he, comprehend not only rites of fornication, but also 
of adultery and masculine impurity, and all the abominable 
filthiness committed by the heathens in their festivals of 
Venus, Bacchus, &c. and were all ways of entering into 
confederacy with devils. Now what kind of Christians 
could they be at Antioch, and other places, who were in 
danger of these things, of consecrating things by heathenish 
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ceremonies to an idol, and afterward eating them in 
honour of him ? Of offering blood, and things strangled, or 
their bodies to fornication and adultery, by way of confe- 
deracy with devils, after they had so solemnly turned from 
the service of them, to the worship of the living God, and 
so expressly had renounced all these things in their very 
baptism? i 

Others think, that the true reason why these things were 
particularly forbidden, was to avoid the scandal of the 
Jews, among whom they conversed, and with whom many 
of them still joined in the worship of the synagogue. This 
is explained several ways ; viz. (l.)that all these things be- 
ing formerly forbidden to the gentiles, who conversed among 
them, and were made proselytes of the gate, though they were 
neither circumcised, nor obedient to the law, they thought 
it necessary, though they remitted to the Christian, con verts 
among the gentiles circumcision and the observation of 
the law of Moses, they. should be still obliged to those 
things, Avhich had been formerly required of all that dwelt 
among or conversed with them, especially such things as, 
seemed not to the gentiles forbidden by the law of nature, 
viz. the eating of things offered to idols, of blood, and of 
things strangled, and simple fornication, which was gene- 
rally thought lawful by the gentiles; (see the notes onEph. 
v. 6. 1 Thess. iv. 5.) and of which even Maimonidcs saith, 
that before the law, common whores were not forbidden. 
(Treat, of Wives, cap.l. §.4.) I confess it may be doubted, 
whether those which they call the seven precepts of Noah, 
were precepts given to the gentiles before the law of 
Moses, though doubtless that of not eating blood was given 
to them, Gen. ix. 4. but then it is sufficient to countenance 
this interpretation, that the proselytes of the gate were, as 
Buxtorf* testifies, forbidden these four things. 

Others conceive, that these things were particularly for- 
bid the gentiles, as scandalous to the Jews, because Moses 
had so signally marked them out as things contrary to the 
holiness of a people, or to their separation from other na- 
tions to himself: so, of things strangled, or dead in their 
blood, God saith, Deut. xiv. 21. Thou shalt not eat of any 
carcass, i. e. of any thing that dieth alone, or is not orderly, 
slain, for thou art a holy people to the Lord: fornication 
is declared to be a thing not to be admitted in that com- 
monwealth, for it is expressly said, Deut. xxiii. 17. TJiere 
shall be no whore of the daughters of Israel, nor any whore- 
monger of the sons of Israel; the eating things offered to. 
idols is forbidden as a thing contrary to the worship of the 
true God ; the precept which commands abstaining from 
blood, is not only called a statute for ever, Lev, iii. 17. 
but God threatencth to set his face against, and to cut him 
off who did eat it, Lev. vii.2G. xvii. 10. These therefore 
being things so solemnly forbidden the whole nation of the 
Jews, either because they were a people holy to the Lord, 
or as things not to be admitted in their commonwealth, or 
as things to be punished with cutting off, or as symptoms 
of idolatry, might for the present be forbidden the gentile 
converts, that they might not do things so ahominable in 
their eyes. (See Examcn Millii in locum.) 

[ 12 ]Vcr.21. Mw^c yap.ltzytvewv apxatwv, &c] I cannot 
consent to the interpretation of these words given by Gro- 
tius and the reverend Dr. Hammond, viz. That the Christ- 

* In toc« Ger. 



ians could not be supposed to contemn the law of Moses, 
because that law was read in the Christian synagogues every 
sabbath-day, as of old was done by the Jews ; for, (11) St. 
James doth not say* that Moses was tead IvtclIc awaywyaig 
avT&v, in their synagogues, but absolutely lv rate awayw? 
ydig, in the synagogues, by "which word, not the assembly 
of Christians, but the Jews, is always signified. (2.) He 
doth not say, as* Dr. Hammond paraphrases the words, 
that Moses. was read in their synagogues wcl* ytvt<ov «p- 
Xafwv, as from former ages, but that Moses k ymwv apxafwv 
from former ages, had those that preached him in every city, 
being read from old times in the synagogues; which can- 
not agree to the assemblies of ; Christians which began but 
a few years/before. And (3.) the Christians did more cer- 
tainly and frequently read Moses; and the prophets on the 
first day of the tveek, as Justin Martyr testifies, than on the 
sabbath-day, &nd therefore their reading of him could not 
fitly be restrained to that day. I therefore think with Chry- 
sostpm, that St. James here gives the reason why they 
should write only to the gentile converts, viz. because there 
was no reason to write to the Jewish converts, they still 
adhering to the [synagogue, where Moses was read every 
sabbath, and so this liberty here granted to the gentiles 
only, could be no occasion to turn them from the observa- 
tion of the law of Moses. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 28. For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to 
us, &c] Vain is the pretence from these words, that other 
councils may use this preface to their decisions, viz.' It 
seemeth good to us, and to the Holy Ghost. For the reason 
why the council here assembled use these words, is not 
because they challenged to themselves any infallible as- 
sistance of the Holy Ghost in their conventions, rather 
than in their dispersions ; but only upon this account, be- 
cause the-Holy. Ghost had by a miracle declared the truth 
of what they had then decreed, that is, by falling down 
upon Cornelius, and his friends and kinsfolk, who were 
Romans, and only proselytes of the gate at most, and so 
not circumcised, (but obliged only to observe the precepts 
given to Noah, to abstain from things strangled, blood, 
idolatry, whoredom, &c.) I say, by falling down upon 
these gentiles, as he did upon our Lord's disciples, he evi- 
dently declared, that without their submission to any far- 
ther Jewish rites, the gentiles might be acceptable to him, 
and might enjoy the promise of the Father; and therefore 
that it was not needful in order to their acceptance with 
God, to require their submission to the Judaic rites.- This' 
is the inference St. Peter makes from this miracle, when he 
first saw it, saying, Acts x. 47. Can any man forbid water, 
that these should not be baptized, who have received the 
Holy Ghost even as we? This was the answer he gives to 
them by whom it was objected, that he held communion 
with the gentiles, viz. Acts xi. 17. Forasmuch as God gave 
them the like gift as he did to us, who believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, what was I, that I coxddtoithstand God? This 
was the answer by which the sticklers for the Jewish rites 
were then silenced ; and when the question was reftewed by 
them, and it was vehemently contended, that the gentiles 
must be circumcised after the manner of Moses, St. Peter 
proves the contrary, by reminding them of the same in- 
stance, declaring, ver. 8—11. that God who knew the hearts, 
bare them.witness, that without circumcision they were ac- 
ceptable to him, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did 
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to the apostles; and therefore, by imposing of this yoke 
upon them, they would tempt the Lord, by a distrust of 
that which, by this miracle he had perspicuously taught. 
This being then the very reason why they hero say, It 
seemed good unto the Holy Ghost; it is apparent, that no 
council can have hence any warrant to use the same phrase 
or preface to their decrees, who have not the like confir- 
mation of their doctrine, by a miraculous operation of tho 
Holy Ghost, designed purposely to confirm their sentence. 
[ u ] Ver. 32. And Judas and Silas, being prophets also 
themselves.] That is, saith Dr. Hammond, being two 
bishops of Judea; but if so, why pleased it Silas to abide 
there still, rather than to go back unto his charge ? (ver. 
34.) Yea, why, after so long a stay at Antioch, doth he go 
along •with Paul in his travels through Syria and Cilicia, 
confirming the churches? (ver. 41.) Why do we find him 
still with Paul, chap. xvi. xvii. and xviii. preaching at Thcs- 
salonica, Corinth, and other places, but not at vdlreturning 
to his see? 

CHAP, XVI. 

1. JL HEN came he toDerbe andjLystra; and, behold, a 
certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, [*] the son of 
a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed ; but 
his father was a (-n undrcumcised) Greek : 

2. Which (disciple) was well reported of by the bre- 
thren which were at Lystra and Iconium. 

3. Him (therefore), would Paul have to go forth with 
him (to the ministry), and (laying his hands upon him, that 
he might receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, 2 Tim. xvi. he) 
took (him) and circumcised him, because of the Jews 
which were in those quarters (who would not endure to 
converse with one undrcumcised, as they might suspect 
Timothy was), for they all knew that his father was a 
Greek. 

4. And as they went through the cities, [*] they delivered 
them the decrees to keep, that were ordained of the apo- 
stles and elders which were at Jerusalem. 

5. And so (by their progress, 3 John 7.) were the 
churches established in the faith, and increased in num- 
ber daily. 

6. Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia, and 
the region of Galatia, and [ 3 ] were forbidden (by the affla- 
tus) of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, (at 
that time; 

7. And) after they were come to Mysia, they assayed to 
go to (-wards) Eithynia : but the (same afflatus of the) 
Spirit suffered them not. 

8. And they passing by (or through) Mysia came down 
to Troas. 

9. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night ; (For) 
there stood (as seemed to him) a man of Macedonia, and 
prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia; and 
help us. 

10. And after he had seen the vision (I Luke being with 
him), immediately wo endeavoured to go into Macedonia, 
assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us to preach 
the gospel to them. 

11. [ 4 ] Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a 
straight course to Samothracia, and the next day to 
Neapolis ; 



12. And from thence to Philippi, [ 5 ] which is the chief 
(irpu>Tt}, the first) city of that part of Macedonia, (see the 
note on Phil. i. 1.) and a colony; and we were in that 
city abiding certain days. 

13. And on the sabbath (day) wo went out of the city 
by a river side, [^ where prayer was wont to bo made 
(Gr. where there was, by law or custom, an oratory); and 
we sat down, and spake to the women which resorted thither. 

14. And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of pur- 
ple, (formerly) of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped 
( the true) God, heard us : [*] whose heart the Lord (so far) 
opened, that she attended to things which were spoken 
of (i.e. by) Paul. 

15. And when she, (and those of her household, were in- 
structed in the Christian faith, and in the nature of the bap- 
tism required by it, she) was baptized, and her household ; 
(then) she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to 1 
be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide 
there. And [ 8 ] she constrained (u e. was instant with) us 
(so to do). . - 

16. And it came to pass, as we went to (the house of) 
prayer, (that) a certain damsel, possessed with [ 9 ]a spirit 
of divination, met us, which brought her masters much- 
gain by soothsaying (i. e. by telling of strange things). 

17. The same (damsel) followed Paul and us, and 
cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high 
God, who shew to us the way of salvation. 

18 ." And this did she many days. But Paul being 
grieved, turned, and said to the spirit, I command thee in 
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came 
out the same hour. 

19. And when her masters saw, that the hope of their 
gain was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them 
into the market-place to the rulers. 

20. And brought them to the magistrates (i. e. the cap- 
tains of the bands of Roman soldiers), saying, These men, 
being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, 

21. And teach customs, [ 10 ] which arc not lawful for us 
to receive, neither to observe, being (a colony of the) 
Romans. 

22. And the multitude rose up together against them : 
and the [ n ] magistrates rent off their clothes, and com- 
manded to beat them. 

23. And when they had laid many stripes upon them, 
they cast them into prison, charging tho gaoler to keep 
them safely : 

24. Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into 
the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. 

25. And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang 
praises to God : and the prisoners heard them. 

26. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of tho prison were shaken : and immedi- 
ately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands 
were loosed. 

27. And tho keeper of the prison awaking out of his 
sleep, and seeing the prison-doors open, drew out his 
sword, [ l *] and would havo killed himself, supposing that 
the prisoners had been fled ( and so he mast Itave borne the 
punishment due to them). 

28. But Paul (perceiving this by the Spirit) cried out 
with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm : for we are 
all here. 
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29. Then called he for a light, and sprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 

30. And brought them out (of the inner prison), and 
said, Sirs, ( I, by this miracle, am induced to believe youare 
men sent to shew unto us the way of salvation, ver. 17.) 
[ w ] what (therefore) must I do to be saved? 

31. And they said, Believe in Che Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house (for that faith will 
bring thee and them into the way of salvation). 

32. And they £pake to him the word of the Lord, and 
(to) all that were in his house. * 

33.- And he took them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes ; and [ u ] was baptized, he and all his 
(house), straightway. 

34. And when he had brought them into his house, he 
set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with 
all his house. 

35. And when it was day, the magistrates sent the Ser- 
jeants, saying, Let those men go. 

3G. And the keeper of the prison told this saying to 
Paul, (viz.) The magistrates have sent to let you go : now 
therefore depart, and go in peace. 

37. But Paul said, They have beaten us openly (and) 
uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast us into pri- 
son : and now do they (think to) thrust us out privily? nay, 
verily; but let them come themselves and fetch us out. 

38. And the Serjeants told these words to the magis- 
trates: and they feared, when they heard that they were 
Romans. 

39. And they came and besought them, and brought 
them out, and desired them to depart out of the city. 

40. And they went out of the prison, and entered into 
the house of Lydia : and when they had seen the brethren, 
they comforted them, and departed (thence), 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVI. 

[^Ver. 1. f YIO v S yvvaitcog rtvog^lovdalag m<rrr\q, iraTpog & 
"EXAtjvoc, The son of a certainwoman that was a Jeivess, but 
his father was a Greek.'] The law, saith Grotius, forbade the 
Jewish males to marry with a woman not subject to the 
law, but forbade not a Jewess to marry with a gentile, as 
Esther did with Ahasuerus; and this, saith he, may pro- 
bably be concluded from the inquisition made by Ezra, of 
this crime, and the remedy prescribed for it, seeing he only 
inquires into those males who had taken strange wives, 
chapter the ninth and the tenth, but makes no mention of 
the women joined to strange husbands, or of their separa- 
tion from them: yet is it certain from Josephus, that they 
esteemed this contrary to their law in his time; for he 
saith, that Drusilla married with Felix, an uncireumcised 
person, in contempt of their law; and that this is contrary 
to their interpretation of the law, see Ainsw. in Deut. 
vii. 3. 

Note also, That the reason why Timothy was not cir- 
cumcised, seems not to have been this, that he was under 
the power of his father and not of his mother ; for then 
Paul should not have circumcised him without his father's 
leave ; but because his father being a Greely, he was not 
to be circumcised but hy his own choice. Now St. Paul 
being to preach to the Jews in all places where he came, 
as his custom was, could not have used Timothy in that 

vol. v. 



ministry, had he not circumcised him ; he thereforo was 
only circumcised, as St. Paul became a Jew to the Jews for 
the gospel's sake, that he might be instrumental to gain 
the Jews. '.::.' " ' ■ t „ >,\ 

I add my conjecture, that it was at or about this time 
that the gift given him by laying on of the apostle's hands, 
(2Tim. i. G.) might be conferred upon him ; for seeing Bar- 
nabas was full of the Holy Ghost, (xi/ 24.) John Mark 
was crvvtpybg, a coworker with Paul and Barnabas for the 
kingdom qf God, (Colos. iv. 10.) Silas was a prophet, (Acts 
xv. 32.) Luke an evangelist, it seems reasonable to conceive, 
that Timothy, being taken with him for the same end, should 
be endued with the like gifts. Moreover, in the very next 
chapter, they came to Thessaloniea, where Silas and Ti- 
motheus were so instrumental to convert them to the faitb,- 
that he indites his Epistle to them thus, Paul, and Sylva- 
nus, and Timotheus, to the church of the Thessalonians ; 
and speaks of him as his brother, the minister of God, and 
a coworker in the gospel of Christ, 1 Thess. iiL2. yea, 
as an apostle of, Christ, and one who was by God put in 
trust with the gospel, ii, 4. 6. He therefore must then 
have that imposition of hands, and those extraordinary 
gifts of the Spirit, which fitted him for the ministry ; and 
yet this being the first time that St. Paul met. with him, he 
could not have them by imposition of his hands before. ■ 

[ 2 ] Ver. 4. And they delivered to them to keep, ra SJyjuara, 

TO, KBKpttilva VTTO TbJV OTTOOToAwv KOI TU)V TTptafivTiptov) the de- 

crees ordained by the apostles and elders that were at Jeru- 
salem.'] Here observe, that though it be said, xv. 22. that it 
seemed good to the apostles and elders, with the whole 
church, to send men to Antioch ; and though the proem of 
the decree runs thus, The apostles, and the elders, and the 
brethren, write to the church of Antioch, &c. ver. 22, 23. 
yet the decrees were made not by the brethren, but only by 
the apostles and elders. Thus, in like manner, the epistlo 
qf Clemens begins thus, The qhujchi of l^ome to the church 
of the Corinthians. 

, [ 3 ] Ver. G. They were forbidden by the Holy Ghos t to 
preach the word in Asia.] viz. To preach it there at that 
time, not because that province belonged to St. John ; for 
St. Paul preached there himself three years, (xx. 31.) and 
seven years after' he leaves Timothy to correct the dis- 
orders that were then among them ; in all which time, we 
hear not one word of St. John's being there : nor, (2.) be-* 
cause those of Asia Minor were not disposed to reeeivo 
the gospel ; for the nest year they do receive it; but be- 
cause the Lon} would hasten them to a new vyork which 
they had not yet begun, viz. to preach to a Roman colony, 
(ver. 12. 21.) 

[ 4 ] Y er - 11- Loosing from Troas we came.} Here (Ecu- 
menius notes, that this being the first time that St. Luke 
speaks in the plural number, his travels with St. Paul 
must begin from this time. 

[ 5 ] V(?r. 12. "HfTtg lari-KQiorri rr\g jusptSoc rr\g MaKtSoviag tto- 
Xig, KoXtovta, Which is the first city of that part of Macedo- 
nia, which is a colony.] Not the chief city or metropolis 
of Macedonia, for that was Thessaloniea ; but the first 
city which was a colony, which they who passed through 
the gulf of Strymon into Asia came untp. (See the note 
onPhih LIZ) 

[ 6 ] Ver. 13. 05 ivou'&TOTrpoatvxn ttvat', Where prayer xv as 
wont to be made.'] Or rather, Where a house of prayer, for 

4D 
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the Jews and proselytes, was allowed to bo by the law, or 
was accustomed to be j for vop&rai signifies sometimes 
tiOiarai, itis accustomed, or usual; so vo/J&<7£aiyuva7icac7roA- 
Xac £X" V * * n Herodotus, is to have customarily more wives; 
yvixvoifc timlvai vo/i&rac, in Aristophanes, Nub. i. G. it is cus- 
tomary to come in naked; sometimes it signifies, saith Pha- 
vorinus, vivofxtafxivov tori, it is by law established, as when 
Aristophanes saith, Nub. iv. 3. not tifjv vtvofiioraty^for so 
it is by lato established; and, iii. 3. 17 au^poavvrj vtv6fuoraL, 
modesty is by law established; many instances of both these 
senses may be found in Stephanus. That irpotnvxv signi- 
fies an oratory, or a house of prayer, hath been noted on 
Luke vi. 12. and proved from the testimonies of Philo and 
Josephus. These synagogues, or oratories, say the Jewish 
writers, were often JYTW3 in the fields, and sometimes neaT 
rivers, as here, because of greater purity, saith Philo; and 
because perhaps the laws would not permit them to exer- 
cise a strange religion within the city. (See Vitringa de 
Synag.Yet.lib. i. par. i. cap. 11.) Accordingly Epiphanius 
saith,* that this very place proves that the Jews had ora- 
tories out of the cities, and that the Samaritans also had 
the like two miles from Sychem. 

[*] Ver. 14. T Hc 6 Kvpiog SirivoiKt ttjv Kapdiav, 7rpo<r£x" v > 
Whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken 
by Paul'] To open the ear, or the heart, is a phrase used to 
signify the rendering any person willing or inclined to any 
thing. So Psal. xi. 7. Mine ears hast thou opened, i. c. 
thou hast inclined me to hearken to thy commandments, 
Chald. for so it follows, then said I, Lo, I come to do thy 
will: so 1 Chron. xvii. 15. jjvotgac to ovg, Thou hast opened 
the ear of thy servant to build thee a house. This God is 
sometimes said to do by awakening men by his afflicting 
hand : so Job xxxvi. 8. 10. If they be bound Jn fetters, and 
holden until cords of affliction, he openeth their ears to dis- 
cipline,ver. 10. and, yer.15. he openeth their ears in oppres- 
sion: and sometimes he doth it by the preaching of the word; 
for as they who are said to be taught by the word, (see note 
on John vi.45.) or the example of God, (see note on 1 Thess. 
iv. 9.) arc'said to be taught of God ; so they who have their 
hearts affected with it, and opened by it, may be said pro- 
perly enough to have their hearts opened by him. And 
here it deserveth to be noted, (1.) that the Lord is said to 
open the heart of Lydia, not to believe, butTrpoo£x HV > *° a ^~ 
tend to the things spoken by St. Paul, viz. to weigh and se- 
riously to consider of the greatness of the blessings pro- 
mised to believers, remission of sins and eternal life ; and 
that attention of hers produced this faith in her. So the 
Lord represents himself as knocking at the door of men's 
hearts, (Rev. iii. 20.) L e. by the preachers of his word, at- 
tended with the incitations of his Holy Spirit, but entering 
only when men open their hearts to Teceive him. And, 
lastly, Woltzogenius well notes, that if, in a place where 
no example of faith had been given, no name of Christ 
had been preached, some extraordinary assistance was 
vouchsafed towards the conversion of this woman, this 
single instance, in a case so extraordinary, must not be 
looked upon as a thing absolutely necessary in all cases. 
In a word, either she only was u£ia worthy, i. e. prepared, 
disposed, and fitted to receive this influx; or, if it were 
absolutely necessary that she might believe, and yet she 



* llnr.lxxx. p. 1067,1068. 



alone, though no more fitted and disposed for it than the 
rest, received it, the other auditors, for want of this extra- 
ordinary influence, must lie under a necessity of not be- 
lieving, and so it could not be blameworthy in them that 
they did not believe. (Sec note on Matt. x. 11.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 15. ITaptj3ta<Taro tj/jSc, She constrained us.} t\ e. 
By her urgent desires and pressing entreaties : so Gen. xix. 
3. Lot Kar€j3ta?€To avrovg, constrained the angels to come to 
his house ; arid Jacob ij&a&To, constrained Esau to receive 
his gift. So when Saul would not eat, KartfiiaZovro avrbv, 
his servants and the woman constrained him : (1 Sam. xxviii. 
25.) so it is said of Christ, that the two disciples 7rapc- 
fiiaZovro aitrbv, constrained him to go in with them, Luke 
xxiv. 29. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 1G. Uvtvfxa UvOtovoc, A spirit of divination.] For 
Hcsychius, Suidas, and Phavorinus, agree in this, that 
Python is daifioviov fiavrtKov, a spirit that divined, or fore* 
told things to come. In the temple of Apollo, who was 
called Pytho, the organ of this oracle was always a; 
woman, who sitting on her brazen tripos, received her en- 
thusiasm & secretis ; their god, as Origen saith,* being de- 
lighted in nothing more n to7c koAttchc twv yvvatKtov, than in 
those parts ; and the woman being thus f filled with the 
Spirit, and retaining in memory the phantasms raised by 
the agitation of the demon, did to iaofitvov npoayoptvtaSai, 
foretell what would be to thoflc that inquired of her, as did 
the Pythoness here; she also delivered her answers J with 
a low voice as out of her belly, and was hence styled ventri- 
loqaa, and lyyaorpifiavTiei and because others who pre- 
tended to prophesy did also so, that if their answer^wcTC 
not true, it might bo imputed to men's not hearing well 
what they had uttered ; hence these diviners are by the 
Septuagint not only styled lyyaarpifxvOoi, speakers out of 
thebelly, (Lev.xix.31. xx.6. Deut.xviii.il. ISam. xxviii. 
3. 7— 9.1 Chron. x. 13. 2 Chron. xxxiii. G.Isa.viii.l9.)but 
also said, to speak out of the ground. (Isa. xix. 3.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 21. IVJiich it is not lawfidforus to receive, being 
Romans.'] For though there was as yet no express law of 
the senate or the emperor against the Christians, yet was 
there an old law of the Romans, forbidding them, " aut 
novos Deos, aut alienigenas col ere," § either to worship new 
gods, or the gods of other nations; and requiring them to 
worship the gods, Kara ra warpia, \\ of their oivn country, 
from which Christianity dissuaded them, not suffering any 
of them to worship the gods of their fathers, but requiring 
them to turn from those dumb idols to the living God;(l 
Thess. i. 10.) and hence St. Paul speaks thus to those of 
Lystra, We preach to you, that ye should turn from these 
vanities to the living God, who made heaven and earth, 
(xiv. 15.) 



* Cont. CeUnm, lib. vii. p. 355. 

t ITuSkv*?, rae tw vntivfActTt irv$ooto$ l&wg-i&a-as, <f«VTaWav ftyratwf txra^t^hrai tji 
tov iatfAmUv <anpi<pQ%a. Snidas. 

$ nuflo» olyy<Lirr{tfji.v§6s, q Syyaa-Tfj/Aam?. Ilesych. Pharor. EtJn&i? ya$ Itrri 
Qits-Qat Toy0*sy avTcv 5>a-irtp too? iyyarrpifA&ovi tv$vx\ia$ firaXai, rw) irvSvyas irforayo- 
pvojxivovs ivJufymov 11? ri rxfxara <7rp*pnT&¥ vir*p§tyyti<rQai toi? IxiiW ore/*a« xai <*►*;- 
Wf xfxfAtw* ofyaroif. Plutareh. de defect. Orae. p. 414. 

$ " Separatim nemo babessjt Deos, neve novos, sive advenas oisi poblice adscilos. 
divos, et cos qui coclestes semper babiti, colunto, et olios quos endo eoclo inerita lo- 
caverunt." Cicero de Leg. lib. ii. n. 14. et n. 27. " Deos ant novos, ant alienigenas 
coli confusioncm habet rcligionum : rilas familia?, patrnmqno servanlo." Ibid. 

|| " Orancs enim religione movenlur, et Deos patrios sibi retinendos arbitraotur." 
>Orat. v. in Vcrrem. To fxif SittvaurSe t* o-itw xark t* warfta, xai toi-c aAXw; Tijua? 
ajwyxafi. Mseccn. ad August, apad Dion. lib. Hi. vide i.iv. lib. xxxix. cap. 16. 
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[»] Ver. 22. The magistrates rent off their clothes.'] L e. 
The clothes of Paul and Silas ; for so it was the custom 
not only among the Jews, as Dr. Hammond here notes, 
but among the Roman magistrates, such as these were to 
command the lictors, rtjv l<r$f}Ta Karapprfcai, ralg pafidoig 
to Gw/Jta Zalvtiv, to rend open the clothes of the criminal, 
and to beat his body with rods, as Grotius here notes. 
The Roman magistrates, saith Brissonius, "nudari, et 
spoliari hominem, virgasque expediri jubent," command 
him to be made naked, and spoiled of his clothes, and the 
lictors to be ready with their rodsl; and this, saith he, in 
Plutarch, is laSTrra irapaaylvai, to rend his garments. (De 
formulis, lib. v. p. 481.) 

[ 12 ] Ver. 27. "E/xeXXfv laurov avatguv, He was about to kill 
himself] Self-murder being common among the Greek's* 
and Romans, allowed by all philosophers, and practised 
by most of them, to avoid, or to deliver themselves from any 
misery they feared, or laboured under: this gaoler there- 
fore would have done it for fear of a severer punishment, 
they who let prisoners escape being to suffer the punish- 
ment they had. deserved, L. ad commentariensem cap. de 
custodia reorum, saith Grotius. 

[ w ] Ver. 30. What shall I do, "va cwOi, that I may be 
saved?] Grotius saith here, that he had conceived some 
hope of a better life from tradition and the doctrine of the 
philosophers ; I rather think he spake thus to them, as 
knowing, or conceiving from the words of the Pythoness, 
they w r ere appointed to shew to others the way of salvation. 

[ M ] Ver. 33. He was baptized, he and all his.] St. Chrysos- 
tom here notes, that this gaoler was that Stephanas of whom 
St. Paul saith, I baptized also the household of Stephanas; 
(1 Cor. i. 16.) but if so, he must have come from Corinth, 
or some other part of Achaia, and have settled at Philippi, 
and afterward have returned thither again; for the Ste- 
phanas there mentioned by St. Paul, was the first-fruits of 
Achaia, (1 Cor. xvi. 15.) and an eminent person at Corinth, 
(ver. 17.) 

CHAP. XVII. 

1. J^l OW when they had passed through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was a syna- 
gogue, of the Jews : 

2. I 1 ] And Paul, as his manner was (where he found sy- 
nagogues of the Jews), went in to them, and three sabbath- 
days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures, 

3. Opening and alleging (Gr. explaining and setting 
before their eyes this doctrine), that Christ must needs have 
suffered, and risen (Gr. that it behoved Christ to suffer, and 
to rise) again from the dead ; and (saying), that this Jesus, 
whom I preach to you, is Christ (Gr. that he is Christ the 
Saviour whom I declare to you). 

4. And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul 
and Silas ; and (also) [ 2 ] of the devout Greeks great mul- 
titudes, and of the chief women not a few. 

5. But the Jews which believed not, (being) movesd with 
envy (or zeal), took unto them certain lewd fellows of the 
baser sort (or wicked men loitering in the market), and 
gathered a company, and set (gathering a company they 

• "Sapiens non dnbitat, it ita melins ill, de vita migrare." Torquatus apnd Cio. 
de fin. Bon. lib. 5. llxiyx; rl $&o\ ityyttv lavrlv rou $lov tov «<J>3v x«tv h (TKXngOTtp* 
ytywTai IXynYm. Laerl. de Sto. in Zcno. lib. vii. p. 195. Zeno, Democritos, Clean- 
tfiw, Aristotle, Meoippn^Metrocles, Empedocles, P/thagoras, Calo. 



set) all the city on an uproar, and assaulted (Gr. as- 
saidting) the house of Jason, and (they) sought to bring 
them (Paul and Silas) out to the people (to beihe objects 
of their rage). 

6. And when they found them not, they drew Jason and 
certain brethren to the rulers of the city, crying ( out), 
[ 3 ] These that have turiled the world upside down (i. e. 
unsettled the world) are come hither also; 

7. Whom Jason hath received: and [ 4 ] these all do 
(what is) contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying, There 
is another King (besides Kim, even) one Jesus. 

8. And they troubled the people and the rulers of the 
city, when they (or who) heard these things. 

9. And when they had taken security of Jason, and of 
the other (ver. 6. to answer to the charge laid against them), 
they let them go. 

10. And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and 
Silas by night to Berea : who coming thither went into a 
synagogue of the Jews. 

11. [ 5 ] These were more noble than those in Thessalo- 
nica, in that they (Gr. they of them that) received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and searched (Gr. search- 
ing) the Scriptures daily, (to know) whether these things 
were so (as Paul had said). 

• 12. Therefore many of them (i. e. those Jews) believed ; 
also of the honourable women which were Greeks, and 
of (the) men (which were so), not a few.* 

13. But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge 
that the word of God was preached of (by) Paul at Berea, 
they came thither also, and stirred up the people (against 
him). 

14. And immediately the brethren sent away Paul to 
[ 6 ] go as it were to the sea (that so Jus persecutors might miss 
of him): but Silas and Timotheus abode there still. 

15. And (but) they that conducted Paul brought him to 
Athens (by land); and receiving a commandment (di- 
rected) to Silas and Timotheus to come to him (thither) 
with all speed, they departed. 

1G. Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his 
spirit was stirred (Gr. exasperated) in him, when he saw the 
[ 7 ] city wholly given to idolatry (Gr. full of idols). 

17. Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the 
Jews, and with the devout persons (of the Greeks), and in 
the market daily with them that met with him (gr he met 
with there). 

18. [ 8 ] Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and 
of the stoics, encountered him. And some said, What will 
this babbler say? Other some (ol dl, but others said), He 
seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods : because he 
preached to them Jesus, and the resurrection (by him, iv. 
2. or the resurrection of him). 

19. And they took him, and brought him to Areopagus, 
saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof 
thou speak est, is? 

20. For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears : 
we would know therefore what these things mean. 

21. [ 9 ] (For all the Athenians and, strangers which were 
there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell 
or to hear some new thing.) 

22. Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, 
Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things [ 10 ] ye are 

too superstitious. 
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23. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions 
(i.e. the objects of your worship), I found an altar with 
this inscription, To.tiie unknown God. Whom there- 
fore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I to you (who he 
is, and how to be worshipped). . 

24. .[»] God that made tho world and all things therein, 
seeing that he is (he being) Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands (as one contained 
in, or confined to, them, by human consecrations of them); 

25. Neither is (he), worshipped with (the works of) 
infen's hands, as though he necdeth any thing (as needing 
any person's art to promote his worship), seeing he giveth 
to all life, and breath, and all things ( and so is able to 
produce these things, were they any ways needful for Jiis 
tvor ship) ,\ 

26. And (he) hath made of one blood (of Adam) all na- 
tions of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 
determined the times before appointed, (i. e. set tlte fixed 
seasons of the year, Gen. i. 14. viii. 22.) and the bounds of 
their habitations; (see Deut. xxxii. 8.) 

. 27. That they should (or instructing them by those means 
to) [ 1C ] seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, 
and find him (which in that darkness in which they lie 
they cannot easily do), though he be not far from every 
(any) one of us: 

. 28. For in (or by) him we live, and move, and have out 
being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For 
( they have declared that) we are also his offspring. 

29. Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we 
ought not to think that the Godhead is like to gold, or 
silver, or stone, graven by art or man's device (i. e. that 
the Creator is like man, or his workmanship). 

30. And the times of this ignorance God (hath hitherto) 
winked at (sending them no prophets to instruct them bet- 
ter); [ 15 ] but now (he) commandeth all men everywhere 
to repent (of this idolatry): . 

31. .Because he hath appointed a day, in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained (to be their judge); whereof he hath given assu- 
rance to all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 

32. And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, 
[ 14 ] some (of them) mocked (at it; but) [ 15 ] others said, 
We will hear thee again of this matter. . .. 

33. So Paul departed. from among them. 

34. Howbeit(7«s discourse was not wholly ineffectual, 
for) certain men clave to 'him, and believed: among the 

which (i. e. whom) was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a 
woman named Damaris, and others with them. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVII. 

[ J ] Ver. 2. AND\Paul, Kara to eIwSocj as **s manner was, 
went in to them, and three sabbath-days reasoned with them.'} 
Here we learn, (1.) that St Paul was not restrained from 
preaching to the Jews by his being an apostle of the gen- 
tiles ; for as the gospel was the power of God through faith, 
to the salvation of the Jevjs first, and also of the gentiles, so 
Paul in preaching of it testifies to the Jews, and also to the 
Greeks, repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ; (xx. 21.) and wheresoever he comes, his 
manner is to go first into a synagogue of tho Jews, and to 
preach to them. (Acts xiii. 5. 14. 42. xiv. 1. xvi. 15. xvii. 



10. xviii.4. lD.xix. 8.) At the beginning of his conversion 
wo find him preaching Christ in the synagogues, (ix. 20.) 
and throughout all the region of Judca, (xxvi. 20.) his com- 
mission authorizing him to testify what he had seen and 
heard to all men, (xxii. 15.) to the people and to the gen- 
tiles, (xxvi. 17.) to the gentiles and to the children of Is- 
rael, (ix. 15.) which is sufficient to confound that distinc- 
tion of provinces which some have imagined among the 
apostles. 

Moreover it is observable, that Paul enters into their sy- 
nagogues, and reasons with, or preacheth to, them, only on 
their sabbath-days ; for as here it is said, he reasoned with 
them three sabbath-days; so xiii. 14. he enters into the sy- 
nagogues on the sabbath-day, and, ver. 42. the gentiles desire 
him to preach to them the next sabbath-day, and, ver. 44. 
almost all the whole city were assembled on the next sab- 
bath-day ; xvi. 13. he goes out of Philippi to a synagogue 
on the sabbath-day, and xviii. 4. he discourses in the syna- 
gogue every sabbath-day, which seems to intimate, that, 
whatever they did in Jerusalem, or in Judea, yet in the sy- ' 
nagogues out of Judca they did not ordinarily meet for tc- 
ligious worship on the second and fifth days of the week ; for 
otherwise why is it that St. Paul, who reasoned daily in the 
school of Tyrannus, xix. 9. should only go to the syna- 
gogues of the Jews to reason with them on the sabbath- 
day? 

[ 2 ] Ver. 4. Twv re <teJ3ojiievwv f EXX^vwv — yvvatKwv tc twv 
7rpwrwv, Of the devout Greeks, and of the chief women.'] So 
ver. 12. and xiii. 50. That by the devout Greeks we are to 
understand the proselytes among the Greeks, is evident, 
because they are so called, ver. 12. and are distinguished 
from the Jews, ver. 17. xiv. 1. xvi. 14. xxiiL 4. They were 
proselytes, not of justice, i. e. such as received circumci- 
sion, and observed the law of Moses, but only proselytes of 
the gate, who owned the true God of Israel, and went up 
to worship him at their feasts, (John xii. 20. Acts viii. 27.) 
and who were permitted to read the Scriptures, as the eu- 
nuch did, and to hear them read in the synagogues, other- 
wise they could not have heard Paul there, and much less 
could they have compared what he said with the writings 
of the prophets as we find they did, ver. 11, 12. 

As for the chief women, we learn from Josephus,* that 
the Jews, in many places where they dwelt, prevailed 
upon many of them, either wholly to embrace their religion, 
or to become proselytes of the gate, and many of these be- 
came Christian converts. (See more of this in the note on 
1 Pet. i. 1.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. 6. Of avavraTwaavTtc, They * who disturb the 
world;] i. e. So as to unsettle things and bring them into 
confusion; for this they conceived the introduction of new 
gods tended to, as we learn from the words of the consulsf 
in Livy, and the Roman laws. (See the note on xvi. 21.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 7. These all do contrary to the decrees of Cce- 
sar, saying, There is another King.] This, saith Grotius, 



* " Da incolis Daraasci dicil eos a Judseis occidendis absliuntsse, eo quod ihhi- 
Kara* tA; ictvrxv ywatxae a.Ttkea.% wXfcv oX/>wr inruy^va; Tjf 'iou&ai'xrT $£nrxtU." I)e 
Bello Jud. lib. ii. cap. 41. 

t "Quotic5 hoc palram avorumque stale negolium est magislratibus dalnm, nl 
sacra externa fieri rocarent: judicabsnl cnim prudent issi mi viri, nihil aequo dis- 
aolvendac rcligionis esse qnara nbi non patrio, sed exlerno rite sacrificarelur." t»ir. 
lib. xxxix. cap. 16. " Qui novas et incognitas religioucs inducuul ex quibas aaimi 
horaianm moveaatur, bonesiiores deporlantur." Paulus Sent. 5. 
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was contrary to the decree of Caesar, because the senate 
first, and afterward the emperor, suffered none to be 
called kings without their permission. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 11. These were tvytviartpot more noble, &c] The 
Jews looked upon themselves not only as of free but no- 
ble birth, as being of the seed of Abraham. (See the note 
on 1 Cor. i. 28.) They are, saith Philo>* in the opinion of 
their calumniators, fiapfiapticdi, barbarians, but in truth, 
iXtvOtooi teal zvytvtig, they are free, and of noble birth; here 
therefore St. Luke shews them wherein their true nobility 
consisted ; viz. in such a disposition of the soul as inclined 
them to attend to the doctrine of the gospel. " 

[ 6 ] Ver. 14. To go as it were to the sea.'] Words being 
designed to represent our minds to others, we cannot de- 
ceive them with ambiguous words, without acting contrary 
to the nature of them ; but motions having no determinate 
signification, to use them so as to consult our safety in 
such a motion, as may deceive our enemies and secure us, 
hath nothing in it blameworthy. 

(7] Ver. 16. When he saiv the city fcarei'SwXov, full of 
idols.] i. e. Images, ov yap %v aXkaxov Tovavra tScTv tiSwXa, 
for so many images could not be seen elsewhere, Pausaniasf 
saying that they did ev<rej3av Seovc aXXwv nXiov, worship the 
gods more than others, and exceeded all others in their 
diligence etc ra Sua, to the gods; and StraboJ saying, that 
they were hospitable to the gods, 7roXXd yap tvjv Zzvikwv 
'hptjv irapaOzaravTo, for they received many strange gods, in- 
somuch that the comedians ridiculed them upon that ac- 
count ; and all the rest cited by Dr. Hammond say the same 
thing ; for in those times of heathenism they never wor- 
shipped a god without an image to represent him to them ; 
and therefore, as St. Paul saith here, that they multiplied 
their idols ; so ver. 22. that they were SuaiSaifxovlaTtpoi, 
more prone than others to ivorship demons. We may here 
also laugh at the absurd folly of Laurinus's caution, not to 
believe Stephanus, saying in his Lexicon, that aSwXov sig- 
nifies an image, and not as he would have it, a shadow, 
spectrum, or phantom; for would it not be ridiculous to 
render St. Paul's words thus, I saw your city full of phan- 
toms, shadows, and appearances of nothing? 

[ 8 ] Ver. 18. Certain philosophers of the Epicureans and 
stoics — said, WJiat will 6 <rn-tpfxo\6yog ovrog, this babbler 
say, &c] To shew the appositencss of the apostle's dis- 
course to these philosophers, let it be noted, 

First, That the Epicureans § did not believe that the 
world was made by God, but by a casual conflux of 
atoms; nor did they own the providence of God,.or think 
he had any care of mankind : they also held, that the gods 
were of human shape, and that there was no resurrection, 
nor any punishments after death. 

The stoics || held the world to be a god, that matter was 
eternal, and God was corporeal, and that all things were 
subject to fate. 

Secondly, As for the word airtpfioXoyog, babbler, Eusta- 
thius gives us two senses of it, which seem to have been 
the occasion of their application of it to 'St. Paul: (l.)That 
Paul was t disputing with those he met with in the market, 



* Legat. cap. 792. t Atlic. cap. 17. 24. J Lib. x.p. 325. 

$ Plotarch. dePlas. Philoa. lib. i. cap. 7. p. 881. Seneca, de Benef, lib* iv. cap. 4. 
Cicero, de Natara Deoram. 
|| Diogenes, lib. xx. p. 755. 



for, saith he, # "ATT<KO< rovg ampfiokoyovg kaXovv rovg ntpi ra 
IfiTTopia, Kal ayopag dtarptfiovTag, the Attics called them 
<77T£pfxo\6yot, tvho were conversant in the markets, and places 
of merchandise. CEcumenius here saith, that a little bird 
that gathered up'the seeds scattered in the market-place 
was called by this name, and hence, rovg evreXffc, *«< ovk 
a%iovg Xoyow (nrtpfidKoyovg IkoXovv, despicable persons, 
not worthy to be named, were called <nr£pfxo\6yoi ; and in 
this etymology Suidas, Phavorinus, the scholiast upon 
Aristophanes de Avibus, p. 569. and almost all the gram- 
marians do agree. (2.) Because he pretended to some ne\y- 
systems of divinity, which they were not acquainted with, 
and which they thought proceeded from some vain opinions 
he had entertained; for the word (nnpixoXoyuv, saith he, is 
USed,f iir\ ru)v akaZ>Qvivfilvu)v afitOodtjg Iwl fjLaOrjfxaTtjjv Ik tI- 
vtjv wapaKov(TfiaTO)v, of those who, from some false opinions, 
boasted unreasonably of their learning. 

Thirdly, They add v , that St. Paul seemed to ho x a setter 
forth of strange gods, because he preached up Jesus and 
the resurrection, where Chrysostom and CEcumenius note, 
that being accustomed to worship female goddesses, they 
thought avaaramv Szov rtva uvat, avacrraatg to be a god; but 
as Dr. BentleyJ saith, they too well understood the notion 
of a resurrection to think it a goddess, and therefore I pre- 
fer the exposition in the paraphrase, as being confirmed 
from ver. 32. when they heard of the resurrection of the 
dead > some mocked. ; - 4 

• [ 9 ]Ver. 21. The Athenians spent their time in telling or 
hearing some new thing.'] Of this see Grotius. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 22. Kara iravra wg Sumdatfiovimipovg ifxag SzuipiZ), 
In all things I perceive you too much superstitious.] i. e. 
Too much addicted to the worship of demons : for oW<cai- 
fiovia is, saith Phavorinus, ^>oj3oe Satfxovwv, the fear of de- 
mons. And that in this sense St. Paul doth here use the 
word, is evident, he styling them thus superstitious, be- 
cause he found their city full of images, and an altar to the 
unknown God, of which Pausanias,§ Lucian, Philostratus, 
and others, speak. It is certain from Pausanias, and con- 
fessed, by St. Jerome, that they had altars Oeoig ayvuxrrotg, 
to the unknown gods, in the plural, yet it is as certain from 
Lucian,|| as well as from CEcumenius, ^[ that the altar 
was inscribed r$ Gey ayvdjary, though that was not the 
whole inscription, and therefore St Jerome** is too bold 
to correct the apostle here. If the occasion of the erect- 
ing of this altar was, as some say, the complaint of Pan,f+ 
that he was not worshipped by them, this gave the apostle 
a fit occasion, by calling them to worship t6v ln\ navra, that 
God who made the heaven and earth, and all things in them, 
to say, him that yon ignorantly worship declare I unto you, 
he being also, as Josephus saith, Kar ovaiav ayvuxrrog, un- 
known as to his essence, and by the heathens called Dens 
incertus, because he would not be worshipped in an image, 
and so they were uncertain where to find him ; and in the 
Scripture being styled the God ov ovk lyy<o, whom the hea- 
then world, and their philosophers, knew not. (1 Cor. i. 21. 



* Jn Odjs . B. ad finem. t Ibid. t % Serm. ii. p. 1. 

§ Allic. Jib. i, cap. 1. • || Nw rov ayvwa-roviv 'A$nva.i;. Fhllop. p. 1121. 1129. 

% "Ee-rt Ji h irar& <rw £#juou iwiyj a$b Tontyrn, ©lotV 'AWa? , Ewf *7P)f, not Aitfvuf, 0«w 
ayvaofl-Tw xa) fiw. GScum. 

•• *' Inscriptio aatem arse non ita erat ut Paulas assemil, aed Ha, Diis Asiae, diis 
iguolis et peregripis." Hieron. in Tilam, cap. 8. 

ft See Clirjsost. (Ecnm. in locum. 
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Gal. iv. 8, 9.) Or if Ilav be, as Plato* saith, 6 \6yog, the 
word, and of whom Plutarch saith in his book De defect. 
Oracul. p. 419. that there was a great cry heard in tho time 
of Tibprius Caesar, that ho was dead, then had he also 
hence a fit occasion to preach unto them Jesus. 

[ U J Ver. 24. God that made the world, and all things 
therein, — is not worshipped with men's hands; ver. 25. as if 
he needed any thing.'] To clear up the argument of the apo- 4 
stlo here, it will be necessary to search a little into the 
principles of tho heathens concerning God, and the wor- 
ship of him; let it then be observed, 

First, That the wisest heathens worshipped their gods 
in human shape ; so Maximus Tyriusf saith of the Greeks, 
they thought God must have a body, and that body they 
generally held must be of human shape, and therefore such 
as might be represented in an image of gold, silver, or 
stone, made after the fashion of a man. Thus VelleiusJ 
in Cicero, inquiring of the form of the gods, speaks thus : 
" Ac de forma quidem partim natura nos admonet, partim 
ratio doeet, nam a natura habemus omnes omnium gen- 
tium speciem nullam aliam nisi humanam deorum," That 
nature teaches they are of human shape, seei?ig all nations, 
represent them in this form; nor do they ever occur to any 
men, sleeping or waking, in any other shape, and that men, 
iC cum artificium effingunt, fabricamque divinam,"§ when 
they make an image, or Divine fabric, make all things " in 
hominis figura," in t he shape of man; whence his conclusion 
is this, " homines esse specie deos confitendum est," it must 
be owned that the gods are like in shape to men. 

Secondly, They held indeed that God must be avrapicns, 
self-sirfficient, and thought with Lucian|| it was ridiculous 
to conceive wq avQp&irayv Scot tvScctc ti<", ^ ia ^ ^ ie 9<>ds 
should stand in need of men, yet they conceived those 
imagesIF were, through the frailty of human nature, need- 
ful to the worship of the Deity, that they might view and 
touch them, and have them near to them ; on these accounts 
they thought** there could be no religion without image$, 
and objected this to the Christians, that theyff worshipped 
a god they could not shew, and thought that even they 
used images, though they concealed them ; yea, they pro- 
nounced both them and other nations, viz. Scythians, 
atheists, because they had no images. And upon this ac- 
count they used a kind of magical consecration of their 
images to bring their gods down unto them: so MinutiusJJ 
saith, " funditur, fabricatur, sculpitur, nondum deus est, 
eccc ornatur, consecratur, oratur; tunc postrcmo deus est/' 
Here therefore is the reason why the apostle saith, 

First, That God dwellethnotin temples made with hands, 
i. e. as one confined to them, and who could not be ad- 
dressed to everywhere, since, as Seneca says,§§ there is no 



• Craljl. p. 280. 

t *AXXi tJ jtt«v iXAwxci rtfxav &«ou; Uofxtfy, Zty fxb xoSag*, fxoft? is avSpmtv*!, r»X?n 
H ixftBii, &c. Dissert, xxxriii. p. 370. 

t De Nat. Deor. lib. i. n. S4. § N. 35. || Pbilop. p. 1121^. 

5" OyT»ff afxihii x*t of Stta <f>£«(, hT f*h ouJiv ayaJi/jtarm, a*** a<r&ivic«T xajuiS? to 
at^fttTTfioir, km &I7t»c tou Qttmt Zcaf 9u£avof y«f. Max. Tjr. dis. xxxviii, p. 369. 
"Dicitis forlS prsesentiam vobis qnandam numianm exbiberi sub simnlacris." 
Araob. lib. vi. p. 195. 

** " Neo ullara religionem esse pntaot ubiennque ilia oon falserint* 1 Lact lib. ii. 
cap, 6. 

ft "Denm colunl ill^qaem ceo osleodere possnnt, nee videre." Miant. p. 10. 
" Car onllas aras b&bcnt, uolla Templa, nulla nota simulacra Y f Ibid. 

tt P*g. 26. H Episl. 41. 



need of going to the cdile that we may pray to the gods, 
or, as Lucian says jocularly,* JEsculapius is not deaf, that 
men must go near, that they may pray to him. And, 

Secondly, This is the reason why he saith, He is not wor- 
shipped with men's hands, as if he could be only worshipped 
or spoken to in a temple, or in a consecrated image made by 
man. And, 

Thirdly, Why he adds, that we oxtght not to think the 
Godhead like to an image made of gold or silver. 

[ 1S ] Ver. 27. That they should seek the Lord, ifhaplythey 
might feel after him, and find him.] Here, first, we learn, 
that God framed the world with this design, that men by 
contemplation of it might seek after the author of it, and 
seeking, find him ; and therefore must have made it so as to 
contain sufficient evidence that it was made by his power 
and wisdom. Now to seek after God, in the Scripture- 
phrase, is not only to inquire whether there be a God, but 
so to seek him out, that Ave may give him that worship 
which is due to him ; as when the apostle saith, He that 
cometh to God, must believe that lie is, and that he is a re- 
warder of those that diligently seek him. (Heb. xi . G.) To find 
him, is to obtain his grace and favour, or to find him good 
and propitious to them : for to what other end should men 
so solicitously seek after him, but to obtain his grace and 
favour? Or w r hy should they desire to find him, but that 
they may receive some benefit from him thus found? Is it 
not upon this account, that all men come to him/and do 
him service? And would any one do it if they expected no 
advantage by it? And in this sense God saith, If from 
thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou shall find 
him, if thou seek him with all thy heart, Deut. iv. 29. If ye 
seelc him, he will befoimd of you, 2 Chron. xv. 2. Note, 

Secondly, That shiners cannot thus seek or hope to find 
God, unless they can expect to find him merciful in the 
pardon of those sins which they do confess and do for- 
sake ; and that this hath been a principle embraced by all 
nations, appears from the propitiatory sacrifices, which, 
have so generally obtained among them, even from the 
beginning. And therefore all this must depend upon this 
foundation, or the knowledge of this one thing, that Godis 
the maker of heaven and earth, and all that therein is; and 
so it evidently doth. For, 

First, That which made all things, must be itself unmade, 
and so must be eternal ; it must have power over all things, 
and so be almighty. 

Secondly, That which made all things, must have all 
power to direct, govern, order, and dispose of all things, as 
he pleases, and so his creatures must depend on him for 
protection, and the disposal of all their affairs. 

Thirdly, That Being which made all things in such an 
excellent order and dependance on each other, in such 
constant and unchangeable vicissitudes, fitted with such 
faculties, adapted to such ends and uses, must have in- 
finite wisdom, and must design things for those ends for 
which he hath thus fitted them. 

Fourthly, He who hath made things so, as that they con- 
stantly in their respective seasons produce things good 
and useful for the preservation and comfort of those crea- 
tures ho hath made, filling their mouths with food, and 
their hearts with gladness, must be good to all, even to the 
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unthankful and the wicked, and so his tender mercies must 
be over all his works; which is the argument here used, 
ver. 26. 

Fifthly, He who vouehsafeth such kindness to, and 
maketh such provisions for, those bodies, which we have 
common to us with the brutes, must have made some pro- 
visions for that son], which is our better part, and which is 
more especially derived from him ; they therefore must be 
capable of receiving blessings and favours from him; and 
if lapsed and sinful creatures, and made so as that they 
certainly will be subject to sin, they must be capable of 
finding mercy with him, when they return from their 
iniquity. 

[ n ] Ver. 30. God who overlooked the times of ignorance, 
ravvv 7rapayyi\\u ira<n 7ravraxov, hath now sent his message 
to all men every where to repent.] The ravvv here seems not 
to refer to juravoai>, to repent, as if God did not formerly 
require men to repent of their sins committed against the 
law of nature, for then they were not obliged to reform, 
or turn from them; but it refers rather to the word iragay- 
y&Xu, and signifies, that whereas before he had sent no 
messengers, or prophets, to the heathen world, to proclaim 
his wrath against them for their ungodliness and unrighte- 
ousness, and to call them to repentance for those sins, he 
now had sent his apostles to all the ends of the earth with 
this message ; and that by them he had given them a fresh 
assurance of his purpose to judge and condemn the impe- 
nitent, by the resurrection of that Son of God whom he had 
appointed to be the judge of all men: Mr. Dodwell there- 
fore seems to be mistaken, when he concludes from these 
words, and from Acts xiv. 16. that God had not obliged 
all other nations, but only the peeulium, to worship him- 
self, before he had revealed his pleasure to them, and saith,* 
" That these words rather plainly imply the contrary, that 
while the supreme God was ayvweroc, unknown, God did 
excuse them from that duty, on account of their ignorance 
of what otherwise would have been their duty, if it had 
been required of them, and they had known that the su- 
preme Being had required it :" for, first, this is directly 
contrary to the express words of the apostle Paul, who de- 
clares that, to yvtdcrrbv rov Qzov, that which might be known 
of God was manifested to them, for God had declared it to 
them, to wit, his eternal power and godhead; and also, that 
this was manifested to them from the beginning of the 
world, not by any positive revelation, but from the visible 
things of the creation, (Rom. i. 19, 20.) and that this mani- 
festation rendered them avaTro\6yr)Toi 9 ivithout excuse, who 
did not glorify (and therefore worship) him as God, neither 
were thankful to him for his benefits conferred upon them. 
And this is farther evident from the two places cited by 
him ; for though God so far suffered them to walk in their 
own ways, as that he sent no prophet to instruct them, ne- 
vertheless he left not himself without a witness, that it was he 
who did them good, &c. (Acts xiv. 17.) and who was there- 
fore to be thanked and worshipped as their great bene- 
factor (see the note there): and though he winked at the 
times of ignorance, yet even then he expected they should 
so seek the Lord that they might find him (Acts xvii. 17. see 
the note there); and it is strange, that the dreadful conse- 
quences of this assertion did not deter him from espousing 
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it ; for hence it evidently follows, first/ that no man can 
know, who is the true God, or that he is to be worshipped, 
by the light of nature, without a revelation. Secondly, That 
either idolatry or atheism must innocently obtain through- 
out the whole heathen world ; for if they are left ignorant 
of the true God, and it is not their duty to worship him, 
they must either not be obliged to worship any God, or left 
free, if not obliged, to commit idolatry, by giving the wor-, 
ship due to the true God alone, to them who by nature are 
no gods. And, thirdly, that they must cither be obliged to 
worship the very devil, or left free to do it; the gods of the, 
heathens (saith the Scripture) being devils; and seeing God 
is the fountain of all obligation, he must oblige them thus 
to worship his grand enemy. Fourthly, Hence it follows, 
that when they had the gospel-revelation imparted to them, 
they could not be obliged, as he saith they were, to repent 
of their former idolatry, in giving the worship due to the 
true God to idols or false gods; because he plainly here 
asserts, they could not know, that it was their duty to wor- 
ship the true God, and so the first and second command- 
ments must be only positive precepts, but no parts of the 
law of nature, or the moral law, that being of perpetual 
and universal obligation. 

[ 14 ] Ver. 32. Some mocked.] viz. The Epicureans, who 
believed no resurrection, nor any future judgment, here as- 
serted by St. Paul. 

[ u ] Others said, We will hear thee again of this matter.] 
viz. Stoics, who asserted a conflagration and reviviseence , 
of the world, and allowed of something of future recom- 
pences, though with great fluctuation, and held that souls 
might live long, though not always, in a future state. . 

CHAR XVIII. 

1. AFTER these things Paul departed from Athens, 
and came to Corinth;' 

2. And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in 
Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla 
(hecause that f 1 ] Claudius had commanded all Jews to de- 
part from Rome) : and ( he) came to them. 

3. And because he was of the same craft, he abode with 
them, and wrought (at it): for by their occupation they 
were tentmakers. 

4. And. he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath 
(day), and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks (that Jesus 
was the Christ). 

5. And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Ma- 
cedonia, Paul [ 2 ] was pressed in spirit, and testified (again) 
to the Jews that Jesus was ( the) Christ. 

6. And when they opposed themselves (to this doctrine), 
and blasphemed (Christ), [ 5 ] he shook his raiment (in 
token of his intention to leave them to their infidelity), and 
(therefore) said to them, Your blood be upon your own 
heads ; I am clean (from it); [ 4 ] from henceforth I will go 
(and preach) to the gentiles. 

7. And he departed thence, and entered into a certain 
man's house, named Justus, (being) one that worshipped 
(the true) God, whose house joined hard to the syna- 
gogue. 

8. And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, be- 
lieved on the Lord with all his house ; and many of the Co- 
rinthians hearing (the word) believed, and were baptized. 
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9. Then spake the Lord to Paul by night in a vision 
(saying), Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy 
peace: 

10. For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee 
to hurt thee: (speak freely,) for [ 5 ] I have much people in 
this city. 

11. And he continued there a year and six months, 
teaching the word of God among them. 

12. And when Gallio was the deputy of Achaia, the Jews 
made insurrection with one accord against Paul, and 
brought him to the judgment-seat (of Gallio), 

13. Saying, This fellow persuadeth men to worship God 
contrary to the law (of the Jews). 

14. And when Paul was now about to open his mouth, 
Gallio said to the Jews, If it were a matter of wrong or 
wicked lewdness, O ye Jews (which yon object against this 
man), reason would that I should bear with you : 

- 15. i 6 ] But if -it be a question (only) of a word and 
names, and of your law, look you to it; for I will be no 
judge of such matters. 

1C. And he drove them from the judgment-seat. 

i 17. Then all the Greeks took [ 7 ] Sosthenes the chief 
ruler of the (Jewish) synagogue, and beat him before the 
judgment-seat. And Gallio cared for none of these things. 

18. And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, 
and then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence 
into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila ; [ 8 ] having 
shorn his head in Cenchrea: for he had avow (ofNaza- 
rilism upon him, which being expired, he was to shave his 
head according to the law, Numb, vi.) 

19. And he came to Ephesus, and left them there : but 
he himself entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with 
the Jews. « - 

20. (And) when they desired him to tarry longer time 
with them, he consented not; 

21. But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means 
keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem, but I will return 
again to you, if 6od will. And he sailed from Ephesus, 

22. [ 9 ] And when he had landed at Caesarea (Stratonis), 
and gone up (to Jerusalem), and saluted the church, ho 
went down to Antioch. 

23. And after he had spent some time there, he departed, 
and went over all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in 
order, strengthening all the disciples. 

. 24. And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexan- 
dria, (being)an eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures, 
came to Ephesus. 

25. This man was (somewhat) instructed in the way of 
the Lord ; and being fervent in spirit, he spake and taught 
diligently (Gr. exquisitely) the things of the Lord, [ 10 ] know- 
ing only the baptism of John (which called the Jews to re- 
pentance, in expectation of the Messiah, who was suddenly to 
appear, and to baptize them with the Holy Ghost). 

2C. And he began tp speak boldly (or openly) in the 
synagogue, (that the time of the promised Messiah must be 
come): whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they 
took him to them, and expounded to him the way of God 
more perfectly. 

27. And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the 
brethren (at Ephesus) wrote, exhorting the disciples to. re- 
ceive him: who, when he was come, helped them much 
[•"] who had believed through (the) grace (of God); 



28. For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, 
shewing by the (testimony of) the Scriptures that Jesus was 
(the) Christ. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVIII. 

[*] Ver. 1. CLAUDIUS had commanded all the Jews to 
depart from Rome.] Though Orosius fixeth this edict to the 
ninth year of Claudius, yet did it not come forth till the 
twelfth of Claudius; for the sedition of the Jews, mentioned 
by Eusebius from Josephus, happened in the eleventh year 
of Claudius, under Quadratus, president of Syria, and con- 
cerned not the Romans, the calamity falling' only on the 
Jews; but after it followed another the same year, in which 
the thieves in Judea assaulted Stephen, theservant of Ccesar, 
took away his baggage, and killed the Roman soldiers, as both 
Tacitus* and Josephus f do inform us: and then Claudius 
" causis rebellionis auditis," having heard from the presi- 
dent the causes of this rebellion, made this edict, of which 
Tacitus saith nothing, because it came not from the decree 
of the senate, but was the edict of Claudius only; and of 
which Suetonius % saith thus, " J'udaeos impulsore Christo 
assidue tumultuantes Romu expulit," he expelled the Jews 
from Rome, they making continual tumults by the impulse or 
persuasion of Christ; where, as, he mistakes in the name, 
so in the thing, the Jews having had then no contests at 
Rome that we read of with the Christians ; and the Christ- 
ians to be sure causing no tumults there. . The true cause. 
of their banishment was therefore that which hath been 
hinted from Tacitus. * * 

[ 2 ] Ver. 5. 2iWx £r0 r$ irvivfian, He was pressed inspirit.] 
i. e. Either his own or the Holy Spirit so powerfully urged 
and constrained him, that he could not refrain from speak- 
ing: so Luke xii. 50. J have a baptism to be baptized with, 
teal 7rwc (rvvixofxat, and how am I straitened till it be accom- 
plished? 2 Cor. v. 14. The love of Christ, avvtxtt, con- 
straineth us, i. e. it will not suffer us to rest from promoting 
the service of Christ. When this word is joined with a pas- 
sion that restrains from action, then it is to be rendered re- 
strain, as avvix i(T ^ ai <p6fi<i>> to be restrained by fear, Job iii. 
24. Luke viii.37. when the motive is both ways, then is the 
pressure so also ; as when St. Paul saith, wvlxofxat Ik tu>v 
Sio, I am pressed between two, urged to depart that I may 
be with CJirist, restrained from it that I may do farther ser- 
vice to his church. (Phil. i. 23.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. G. He shook his raiment, and said, Your blood be 
upon your own heads.] The command of our Saviour was to 
shake off the dust from their feet ; and so St. Paul and Bar- " 
nabas do, xiii. 51. but here Paul also shakes it off from his 
raiment, as a testimony to them, that he had now renounced 
any farther dealings with them of that place, as being a re- 
fractory people; adding, that now their blood or ruin would 
lie upon their own heads, that is, they only would be guilty 
of it. (See Matt, xxvii. 24, 25. Acts xx. 2G.) 

[*] From henceforth I will turn to the gentiles.'] This at 
first sight seems to be a declaration, that he would leave off 
preaching to the Jews wherever he came, and wholly apply 
himself to the conversion of the gentiles; but by compar- x 
ing his actions with the places where this phrase, or some-- 
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thing like it, doth occur, it appears he only did intend to 
say, he would no longer preach to the Jews of that place; 
for after this is said, we find him still entering into the sy- 
nagogues, and preaching to the Jews, or calling them to 
him to hear the word: so he speaks to the Jews, xiii. 46. 
Seeing ye refuse the zvord, lo, we return to the gentiles; and 
yet, xiv. 1. he enters at Ieonium into the synagogue of the 
Jews, and preacheth to them : so also xix. 9. xxviii. 28. 
* [ 5 ] Ver. 10. 1 have much people in this city.] So they are 
called who are siill heathens, not because of any absolute 
decree of their election to eternal life, but because Christ 
saw they were disposed to believe, and by faith become his 
people; as elsewhere, Job x. 16. he calls them sheep, who 
should hereafter believe on him. 

[°] Ver. 15. But if the question bewtgi rov Xoyou, of a word 
and names.] Of the word Paul preaches to you, whether it 
accord with your law or not, (ver. 13.) or, whether the name 
of the Messiah, or Christ, belong to that Jesus whom Paul 
preacheth; of things of this nature I will be no judge. 

(7] Ver. 17. Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the synagogue, and 
beat him.] They beat the Jews, saith Grotius, to chase them 
from the judgment-seat ; he adds, that in great cities there 
were more synagogues than one ; every one of which had a 
chief ruler, as here Crispus is the chief ruler of one syna- 
gogue, and Sosthenes of another ; so likewise, saith he, was 
it in great churches ; they having at Home, Antioch, and 
other places, excepting Alexandria (of which Epiphanius 
saith, it had but one bishop), more bishops than one at a 
time; but as this is uncertain, so have I shewed, note on 
Phil. i.l. that Epiphanius speaks not of the primitive and 
apostolic times, but of the times of the Meletians, saying, 
That though in other churches there were Meletian as well 
as catholic bishops at the same time, yet it was never so in 
Alexandria. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 18. Having shorn his head in Cenchrea: for he 
had a vow.] The text leaves it uncertain whether it were 
Paul or Aquila that made this vow; though Aquila being 
left at Ephesus, and not going up to Jerusalem, as St. Paul 
did, hence I conclude the vow was made by St. Paul; 
moreover, this is certain, that it was the vow of Nazaritism 
now finished, and which by Philo* is styled tvxo ptyaXri, 
the great vow, which caused this votary to shave his head; 
for this vow was either for a term of life, as in the instances 
of Samson and John the Baptist, or for a term of days, 
which being completed, the Nazarite was to shave his head, 
and bring offerings. (See Numb. vi. 13, 14. Acts xxi. 26, 
27.) But whosoever is the Nazarite, the question is, why he 
shaves his head at Cenchrea, as if his hair was to be con- 
secrated to Apollo, and not at Jerusalem, according to the 
commandment? What some imagine, that this votary was 
casually defiled, and so stood bound, according to the law, 
to shave his head, and to begin his vow again, answers not 
the doubt ; because he could not begin his vow anew till he 
had offered his sin-offering, (Numb. vi. 9 — 12.) and that was 
only to be offered at the tabernacle and temple. Others 
say, this law of shaving at the door of the temple, and offer- 
ing these oblations, obliged those only who thus vowed in 
the land of Judea, not those that were out of it; and if 
this will not satisfy, because we find so little of it in the 
ancient Jews, we may perhaps say, there was in the vow of 
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the Nazarites amoral part, viz. the consecration of them- 
selves to the service of God, and a greater degree of purity ; 
and in this Christians might comply with it without scruple ; 
and it had a ceremonial paTt, the cutting off the hair, and 
the offering sacrifices when it was accomplished; and as to 
this, St. Paul, and other Christians, knowing the law! was 
not now obligatory, might dispense with themselves ; omit, 
or do them, as prudence and the case of seaiidal did require. 
For though St. Paul went up now to Jerusalem," we read 
:not of any offering that he made according to the law, nor 
perhaps would he have shaved his head on this account, 
had not some scrupulous Jews at Corinth been conscious 
to his vow. . ; *■ , t\ 

[ 9 ] Ver. 22. And when he had landed at Casarea, and 
gone ttp, and saluted the church.] Here the, question is, 
whether St. Paul went up from the ship to the church of 
.Caesarea, or from CaesaTea to the church at Jerusalem. 
And in favour of the latter sense, let it be observed, (1.) 
that in the language of the author. of the Acts, to go from 
Caesarea to Jerusalem, is to go up, and to go from Jerusa- 
lem to Caesarea, is to go down. So Festus went vp from 
Ctesarea to Jerusalem, Acts xxv. 1. and, ver. 5. he speaks 
to the rulers at Jerusalem avytcaTafialvuv, to go dotvn with 
him from thence to Caesarea; and, ver. 6. fcaraj3ae, going 
down to CcBsarea, he sits on the tribunal, and they of Je- 
rusalem KarafiaivovTtQ, going down, accuse Paul, ver. 7. 
and ver. 9. he asks Paul, whether avafiag, going up to Jeru- 
salem, he would be there judged: so Peter cW/3tj, tvent up 
from Ccesarea to Jerusalem, Acts xi. 2. (See ailso xxi. 8. 12.) 
So that to interpret these words of his going up from Cae- 
sarea to Jerusalem, is suitable to the phrase of the evan- 
gelist. (2.) St. Paul declares, he must by all means keep 
the feast at Jerusalem, (ver. 21.) and that he therefore could 
not tarry with them ; and yet if he went not now to Jeru- 
salem, he went not at all thither at this time : for, from this 
church, he goes down to Antioch in Syria, and so through 
Galatia and Phrygia, ver. 22, 23. and so comes back to 
Ephesus, xix. 1. according to his promise, ver. 21/ J will 
return again to you. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 25. Knowing only the baptism of John.]. That 
this Apollos had not only the gift of eloquence, but the mi- 
raculous gifts of the Holy Ghost, by which he was made an 
able minister of the gospel, is evident from the Epistle to 
the Corinthians ; for he is there styled a minister, by whom 
they believed according to the gift that God had given 
him, 1 Cor. iii. 5. he is a coworker with God, ver. 9. But 
how he came by these gifts, which rendered him 'so fit to 
water these churches, and made him St. Paul's brother, is 
not easy to determine. Grotius saith, that the phrase Sta 
t% x«P""°c> by grace, belongs to him, he helping the church 
by the gifts he had received before baptism in the name of 
Christ;- the grace of God preventing the hands of the apo- 
stles, but where, or by whom he was baptized, he saith 
not. Lorinus saith,- he was baptized by Aquila, or' some of 
Ephesus, but the text only saith, that Aquila and Priscilla 
instructed, not that they baptized him. I conjecture, there- 
fore, that he had been baptized already by those who in- • 
structed him in the way of the Lord: (ver. 25.) for in those 
times persons were baptized immediately upon their pro- 
fession of faith in Christ Jesus, as appears from the in- 
stances of the eunuch, Lydia, the gaoler, and many others; 
and that when it is here said, he knew only the baptism of 
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John, that relates only to the knowledge he had received 
in Judea, beforo he returned to Alexandria, where he re- 
ceived farther instruction concerning the death and resur- 
rection of Christ ; but yet perhaps knew not why he suf- 
fered, the Jewish nation having then no notion of a Messiah 
that was to suffer for the sins of the pcoplo, nor that his 
kingdom was to be only spiritual, they all expecting that 
he should erect a temporal kingdom ; nor that he was to 
be a light to the gentiles, or to receive them into favour 
without circumcision or observance of the law of Moses ; 
this being not mado known to the apostles after the Holy 
Ghost had fallen on them, till it was revealed to St. Peter 
by a vision j nor seems the freedom of the Jews, from the 
Mosaic law, to be made known to the apostles or the dis- 
ciples at Jerusalem for a long time after, as we may learn 
from Acts xxi. 20, 21. 24. 

P 1 ] Ver. 27. Who had believed through grace.] i. e. 
Through the gospel, saith Dr. Hammond, or through the 
favour of God, in vouchsafing them the knowledge of it. 
(See the note on 2 Cor. vi. 1.) 

CHAR XIX. 

1. AND it came to pass, that while Apollos was at Co- 
rinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts (of 
Asia Minor, to wit, Galatia and Phrygia, xviii. 23.) came 
to Ephesus : and [*] finding certain disciples (abiding there), 

2. "He said to them, Have ye received the (gift of the) 
Holy Ghost since ye believed ? And they said to him, "We 
have not so much as heard whether there be any (extraor- 
dinary gift of prophecy, or of the) Holy Ghost (restored 
again, or vouclisafed to the church). 

3. And he said to them, Into what (baptism) then were 
ye baptized ? And they said, Into John's baptism. 

4. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the bap- 
tism of repentance, saying to the people, that they (repent- 
ing) should believe on him who should come after him, 
that is, on Christ Jesus, (who would baptize them with the 
Holy Ghost, Matt. iii. 11. 

5. And) when they heard this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 

G. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the 
Holy Ghost came upon them; and they spake with tongues, 
and prophesied. 
• 7. And all the men (that did so) were about twelve. 

8. And ho w r ent into the synagogue (oftlte Jews there), 
and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing 
(discoursing of) and persuading the things concerning 
(Gr. persuading tliem concerning the things of) the kingdom 
of God. 

9. [ 2 ] But when divers were hardened, and believed not, 
but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he de- 
parted from them, and separated the disciples, disputing 
daily in the school of one Tyrannus. 

10. [ 3 ] And this (practice he) continued by the space of 
two years; so that all they who dwelt in Asia heard the 
word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 

11. And God wrought special miracles by the hands of 
Paul: 

12. So that from his body were brought to the sick 
handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from 
them, and the evil spirits went out of them. 



13. Then certain of the vagabond Jews, (being) [ 4 ] ex- 
orcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil 
spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you 
by Jesus whom Paul preacheth (to come forth). 

14. And there were soven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and 
chief (among the orders) of the priests, which did so. 

15. And the evil spirit answered, and said, Jesus I 
know, and Paul I know (to be persons having authority to 
command me); but who are ye ( that ye shoxdd take upon 
you to doit)? 

16. And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on 
them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so 
that they fled out of the house naked and wounded. 

17. And this (being done publicly) was known to all the 
Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus ; and fear (of 
this powerful name) fell on them all, and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was magnified. 

18. And many that believed came, and confessed (their 
former magical practices), and shewed their deeds. 

19. Many also of them which used [ 5 ] curious (i. e. magic) 
arts, brought their books together, and burned [ 6 J them be- 
fore all men: and they counted the price of them, and found 
it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 

20. So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. 

21. After these things were ended, Paul purposed in 
the Spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and 
Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been 
there, I must also see Rome. 

22. So he sent into Macedonia two of them that minis- 
tered to him, ( viz.) Timotheus and Erastus ; but he him- 
self stayed in Asia (at Ephesus, 1 Cor. xvi. 8. here, ver. 2G. 
30.) for a season. 

23. And the same time there arose no small stir about 
that way (which Paid preached). 

24. For a certain man named Demetrius, (being) a sil- 
versmith, who [ 7 ] made silver shrines for Diana, brought 
no small gain to the craftsmen ; 

• 25. Whom he called together with the workmen of like 
occupation, and said (to them), Sirs, ye know that by this 
craft we have our wealth. 

26. Moreover you see and hear, that not alone at Ephe- 
sus, but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath turned 
away much people (Gr. that this Paul hath persuaded much 
people, not only of Ephesus, but of all Asia), saying that 
they be no gods, which are made with hands (there being 
no divinity residing in them): 

27. So that not only this our craft is in danger to be £et 
at nought, but also that the temple of the great goddess 
Diana should be despised, and her magnificence should be 
destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worshippeth (in 
her images). 

28. And when they heard these things, they were full of 
wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians ! 

29. And the whole city was filled with confusion; and 
(the men of it) [ 8 ] having caught Gaius and Aristarchus, 
men of Macedonia, Paul's companions in travel, they 
rushed, with one accord into the theatre. 

30. And when Paul would have entered in to the people, 
the disciples suffered him not. 

31. And certain of the [?] chief of Asia (Gr. of the 
priests or magistrates of Asia, who governed the games), who 
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were his friends, sent to him, desiring him that he would 
not adventure himself into the theatre. 

32. Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: 
for the assembly was confused, and the most part knew 
not wherefore they were come together. 

33. And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the 
Jews putting him forward (either to plead the common 
cause against images, or to expose him to the people's rage, 
because he was turned Christian). And Alexander beckoned 
with his hand, and would have made his defence to the 
people. 

34. But when they knew that he was a Jew, (and so. a 
professed enemy to their religion and to image-worship,tliey) 
all with one voice, about the space of two hours, cried out, 
Great is Diana ofthe Ephesians ! > 

35. And when the [ xo ] town-clerk (or register) had ap- 
peased the people, he said, Ye men of Ephesus, [ n ] what 
man is there that knoweth not how that the city' of Ephe- 
sus is a worshipper of tho great goddess Diana, and of tKe 
image which fell down from Jupiter ? ' . « * n 

36. Seeing then that these things cannot be spoken 
against, ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rashly 
(in punishing those men ye have now laid hold on). 

37. For ye have brought hither these men (for that end), 
who are neither robbers of churches, nor yet blasphemers 
of your goddess (and so not worthy to be thrown' to the 
wild beasts). - ' 

38. Wherefore if Demetrius, and the craftsmen that are 
with him, have matter (of complaint) against any man, 
[ 12 ] the law is open, and there arc deputies (Gr. there are 
judicial days of pleading, and the proconsuls are present): 
let them implead one another. 

39. But if ye inquire any thing concerning other matters 
( than those relating to your private injuries), it shall be de- 
termined [ 13 ]in a lawful assembly (and ought not to be pro- 
secuted in this tumultuous manner). 

40. For we are in danger to be called in question (by the 
Romans) for this day's uproar, there being no cause whereby 
we may give an account of this concourse. 

41. And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the 
assembly. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIX. 

[*] Ver. 1 — 6. HE finding certain disciples, &c] Observe 
here, . * 

First, That these disciples were converts to the Christian 
faith, ?. e. that they believed that Jesus was the Christ, and 
that he was risen from the dead, is evident, becauso St. 
Paul not only calls them believers, but inquires whether 
they had received the Holy Ghost; whichnone but they who 
thus believed did or could receive : the gift of prophecy, 
which is the Jewish import of the Holy Ghost, being not 
given, (Acts ii. 33.) nor to be given till Jesus was glorified. 
(John vii. 37—39.) 

Secondly, When therefore they say, We have not so much 
as heard tvhether there be any Holy Ghost, their meaning 
is, We have not as yet heard that the gift of prophecy, which, 
for the space of about four hundred years, had been re- 
strained from the Jewish church, was yet restored. Now 
that which rendered them thus unacquaiuted with this new. 
effusion of the Holy Ghost was this, that as Apollos had 



left Jerusalem, and gone to Alexandria before the mira- 
culous effusion of the Holy Ghost on the apostles, at the 
day of Pentecost, so had they also done, and had been tra- 
velling into other parts of the world, where the gospel had 
not yet been planted. Observe, 

Thirdly, That these persons, who were before baptized 
with the baptism of St. John, are again baptized in the name 
ofthe Lord Jesus, as is evident from these words, and when 
they heard this, they were baptized in the name ofthe Lord 
Jesus; for they are manifestly mistaken, who say, these are 
the words not of St. Luke, but of St.Paul, and make the sense 
of the words run thus, John baptized with the baptism of re- 
pentance, saying, tliat men should believe in him that shoidd 
come after him, thatis,'in Christ Jestis ; and they that heard 
John were by his baptism baptized in the name ofthe Lord 
Jesus. For, (1.) That Paul laid his hands on these persons 
is certain from ver. 6. and that he baptized themwhen he 
laid his hands On them, seems evident from the connexion 
ofthe words, They were baptized in the name ofthe Lord 
Jesus, and when* St. Paul7atd his hands on them, the Holy 
Ghost fell upon them; whereas, according to the former 
sense, Paul must have laid his hands upon all that were 
baptized by th6 Baptist, and they who were baptized by 
John must have received by St. Paul's hands the Holy 
Ghost: for either these words must signify at large, they 
that heard John and were baptized of him, and 'then the 
words following must import that Paul laid his hands on 
all that heard John, and they received the Holy Ghost; or 
they must refer to those that heard Paul, and then they 
must first bo baptized by him, and then receive the Holy 
Ghost by imposition of his hands. (2.) This is evident 
from the words of St. Peter, to all those many thousands 
that heard him, Be ye baptized in the name' of the "Lord 
Jesus, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; for 
since he spake to the men of Jerusalem in gefieral> Acts ii. 
14. and of Judea, and all Jerusalem and Judea were bap- 
tized of John, saith St. Matthew, iii. 5, G. all, or at least 
many of those to whom he spake, must already have been. 
baptized with the baptism of John, and yet he makes it ne- 
cessary for them to be baptized in the name' of the Lord 
Jesus. Whence two things are extremely evident, and con- 
sequent from each other; viz. (1.) That he exhorts them who 
had been baptized with John's baptism,' to be baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. (2.) That therefore they who 
were baptized with his baptism, wero-not baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus; and this is visible even in the 
words of St. Paul here, John said to those that came to his 
baptism, iW 7r(trr£v<Tw<Tiv, not that they did, but that they 
should believe in him that was coming after him, that is, in, 
the Lord Jesus ; now they were not to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ, till they, did actually believe in him, 
which they who had received John's baptism were so far 
from doing, that they were musing whether John himself 
were not the Christ, Luke iii. 15. and asking, Why bap- 
tizest thou if thou art not the Christ? John i. 25. And, 
(3.) as our Saviour never said openly and expressly to the 
Jews, that he was the Christ, so he charges his apostles to 
tell no man that he was so till his resurrection. But to 
what end should he do this, if both the Baptist and his dis- 
ciples had before baptized all men into this faith, that he 
was the Christ, and so had published this faith to all Judea? 
Only here note, that this is no ground for rebaptizing any 
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now, by reason of the great difference betwixt the baptism 
of- John then, and that in the name of Jesus after his resur- 
rection; of which see the note on Mutt. iii. 11. (4.) Ob- 
serve, that after thejmposition of the apostles' hands, these 
men spake with tongues and prophesied, receiving the same 
gifts of tho Holy Ghost, which the apostles and others had 
received to fit them for the ministry, which was then gene- 
rally performed by such gifted men commissionated for 
that work by the Holy Ghost thus falling on them; whence 
we find these prophets and teachers XEirovpyovvrag, miiiis- 
tcring to the Lord in tlteir assemblies, Acts xiii. 1 — 3. and 
this renders the opinion of Bishop Stillingfleet very proba- 
ble, viz. that St. Paul designed these twelve men for a nur- 
sery of the churches in Asia, or persons to be sent from 
Ephesus to preach among them. 

(TjVer. 9. 'Ctc Si tivec caicXijpvvovTo, But as some were, 
hardened.'] I have shewed, note. on Mark viii. 17. that men 
are, then said to be hardened, when, having had sufficient 
evidence, of what they ought to do, or believe, they refuse 
to believe, or do it: and thus were these persons hardened, 
here, i. e. they would not believe, after sufficient evidence, 
that Jesus was the Christ. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 10. And this continued for the space of two years; 
so that all that dwelt in Asia heard the word, both Jews and. 
Greeks.] Here.it is carefully to be noted, that we read not 
of Paul's ;coming to Ephesus at all, till xviii. 19. and then 
he would not tarry with them, ver. 20. but makes haste up 
to Jerusalem; when he had saluted the church there, he 
goes thence to Antioch, and tarries there some time, ver. 23. 
then he goes through Phrygia and 'Galatia, confirming the 
brethren, ibid, and then to Ephesus; there he disputes three 
months in the synagogues of the Jews, then two years more 
in the school of Tyrannus ; after he leaves Ephesus, he 
goes through Macedonia and Achaia to Jerusalem, as he, 
had before determined to do, ver. 21. xx. 1. not coming at 
all to any part of Asia till he came to Miletus, ver. 10. 17. 
They therefore who make him spend three quarters of a 
year in, other parts of Asia, do not only say this without 
proof, or without assigning any other city of Asia, where he 
preached; but they say this against the account here given 
of him by St. Luke ; his three years therefore, mentioned. 
xx. 31. must be reckoned from his first coming to Ephesus. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 13. 'IovSafwv E?opK«rrwv, Of the Jewish exorcists.] 
That the Jews were wont to exorcise devils, or to cast them 
out, not only by invocation of the name of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, but by skill in magic, w r e learn from Josephus,* 
who mentions one Eleazer before Vespasian, his sons, his 
captains, and a great number of his soldiers, rove v7ro Scu- 
fAovlwv Xanfiavofjiivovc airoXvovra tovtwv, delivering them ivho 
were possessed with evil spirits from them, and drawing forth 
Sta twv fivicri}pu)v to Scu^oixov, the devil by the nose, by put- 
ting to his nosetvho was possessed a ring, having under the 
seal of it a root, of which Solomon had discovered the virtue, 
and adjuring him by the adjuration taught by Solomon, ical 
rag im^ae ag truvlSrjKCv licslvog iirt\lyo)v, and saying over him 
the incantations which Solomon. composed: they had also 
books of enchantments, koI rpo-n-ovg l^opKoxreujv, and modes 
of exorcising demons, awTaZofiivovg, composed, as they gave 
it out, by Solomon ; and they (saith he) are of, great use to 
this day. As for the root of which he speaks, he informs 

* Lib. j. cap. 2. p. 257, 258. , 



us, that it was a very dangerous thing to pluck it up, and 
prescribes a very superstitious way of doing it; but being 
thus gathered, and brought to those that are possessed, 
saith he, Satfiovta roig Zoxrw u<r$v6fizva ra^^C l^cXavvu, it 
quickly expels the demons out of men's bodies. (De Bell. 
Jud. lib. vii. cap. 23. p. 981.) 

• [ 5 ] Vor. 19. They that used mpkpya, curious arts.] That 
is, arts of magic. That this is the import of the word, 
Grotius and Dr. Hammond prove from the account that 
Irenacus* gives us of the disciples of Simon Magns, that 
they used " amatoria et agogima, et qusecunque sunt alia 
parerga, I. perierga," love-charms and philtres, and all other 
curious arts. For Porphyry,+ speaking of these magicians, 
Saith, Sta rovrwv <pl\Tpa teal ipwriKa KaraaKEvat,ov(jiv ol Kak*o§a£- 
fioveg, they by these evil spirits make their philtres and love- 
charms; and it seems to have had this signification, be- 
cause the magi, as Origenf saith, were irzpupyafyfizvoi twv 
daifiovlwv 6v6fian, koI §vvap.Eig, teal -npa^Eig, koi Enydag, koi '/3o- 
ravag ohdag Saifiom, kol Xfoovg, curiously employed about 
searching into the names, the forms, the powers, the actions? 
the incantations of demons, and the herbs, stones, and sculp- 
tures, made in them, proper to these demons; whereas (saith 
he), aTTEpiEpyov 7j0oc, a life free from these curiosities is ac- 
ceptable to God, and the Lord Christ would leave, to be 
vexed with evil spirits, ircpupya^jdEvov SatfjLoviwv ovofiara, him 
that is thus curious about the names of demons, and seeks after 
ways of enchanting them: hence the books here brought to 
be burnt are by the fathers styled yorinkal )3£j3Aoi, books of 
sorcery. Nor is it to be wondered that these arts should 
abound at Ephesus, w T here Plutarch § speaks, mpl twv //«- 
ywv lv J E<pt<ry S<arp<j3ovTwv, of magicians conversing; that 
city being so. famous for sorcery and enchantments of 
demons, that the magical words used to that effect were 
styled 'E^cW yp&fifiara, Ephesian letters ; and Plutarch \\ 
tells us, that the magicians bid them who were possessed with 
devils to read and recite the Ephesian letters. 

[ 6 ] Tliey burnt their books before all men.] Note also, that 
they sold not those books, though they were of great value, 
because, saith (Ecumenius, they would not be gainers by 
such wicked arts, nor would they contribute, by selling 
them, to the teaching others the same arts. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 24. UoiUjv vaovg apyvpovg y ApTEfj.i$og, Who made 
silver shrines for Diana.] That these shrines were K</3w/>m 
juaicpa little chapels, representing the form of a temple with an 
image in it, w r hich being set upon an altar, or some other 
solemn place, and the leaves of the door being opened, the 
image stood, or sat in state, and so was represented to the 
spectators, see Dr. Hammond on the place, and Chry- 
sostom. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 29. Having caught Gains and Aristarchus, Paul's 
companions — they rushed into the theatre,] Say some, to 
throw them to the wild beasts, as blasphemers of their god- 
dess ; on which account, the town-clerk seems to say, Yoit 
have brought these men here, who are neither robbers of 
churches, nor yet blasphemers of your goddess, ver. 37. for 
that the theatre was the place where they did dripioftaxuv, 
fight with beasts, see note on 1 Cor. iv. 9. and that this 
was done at Ephesus, see note on 1 Cor. xv.32. 

* Lib. i. cap. 20. t De Abst.lib.ii.f 42. 

t Contra Celsum, lib. viii. p. 418. § In Vita Alexand. p. 666. 

|| Ql fAayu revs tatfActtfyixhm Mtovawi t£ 'E$fa-j<t y% afAfxar* vr$; aureus MT*\iyM 
xaj «e/A«{itv. Sjmpos. lib. vii. qu. 5. p. 706. 
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CHAP. XX.] 

p] Ver. 31. Chief of Asia, Gr. y AmapxaL] Here again 
Grotius and Dr. Hammond note, that among the heathens 
there were games instituted, V ad placanda bona numina," 
to appease the good gods, or in honour of them ; of these the 
pontifices or chief priests were presidents at Rome; in 
other provinces the priests er magistrates presided, saith 
Salmasius,* and these were called from their provinces, 
Asiarchce, Syriarchce, Bithyniarchte, officers, belonging to 
these games in those provinces. Thus in the martyrdom 
of Polycarp,t bishop of Smyrna in Asia, they ask fbv 
y A<xiapxvv 4MA«nrov, Philip, the ruler of the games there, to 
let out a lion upon Polycarp, which he declares hecould 
not do, because the games were ended ; whence it appears, 
that it belonged to these Asiarchae here mentioned, to let 
loose the wild beasts upon malefactors ; accordingly, they 
arc here present, and being kind to St. Paul, send to him 
not to come thither. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 35. f O ypafifxarthc, The town-clerk.] This word is 
rendered by Budaeus, the chancellor; he was an officer 
chosen by the people to preside over the games, saith Dom- 
ninns, cited by Johannes Antiochenus, and so the fitter to 
appease their tumults. , . 

[ n ] WIio knows not, Tt)v *E<p£ vtu)v iroXiv vt&Kopov ovaav, that 
the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the great god- 
dess Diana?] After all the learning our critics have spent 
upon this place, I see no reason to change our translation ; 
for though the city or people of Ephesusmay have this title 
in the coins, it cannot here be an epithet of the city, for 
then it should be vtwKopwv as it is in the coins. Again, it 
being plain from Julius Pollux,^ that the vtwKopot were 
oi rwv Stwv Stprnnwai, the servants, ministers, and worship- 
pers of the gods; and from Phavorinus, that vtwaropoc was 6 
tov vaov tTTifitXovfxtvoc, one that took care of the temple ; and 
from Ilesychius, Suidas, and Phavorinus, that he was one 
who did adorn and beautify it, it may be very reasonable 
to bestow this title on the Ephesians, who were so pecu- 
liarly addicted to her worship, who had there that temple 
of Diana which was accounted the miracle of the world, 
and who had expended so much in the beautifying and 
adorning of it, and in this sense only could they be styled 
Neocori of the image which fell down from Jupiter. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 38. 'Ayopaiot ayovrai, TIte law is open.] i. e. Court 
days are kept, for so the word with an accent in the an- 
tipenultima signifies, v^poi being understood ; for ayopatog, 
says Suidas and Phavorinus, is -ft ^iga lv % ayoga rtkuTai, 
a day in which a court is kept. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 39. 'Evvo/xy IkkXtjct^, In a lawful assembly.] Three 
days in every month, saith (Ecumenius, were appointed for 
assemblies to hear causes, of which this being none, it was 
an unlawful assembly. 

CHAP. XX. 

1. AND after the uproar was ceased, Paul called to him 
the disciples, and, embracing them, departed to go into 
Macedonia. 

2. And when he had gone over those parts, and had 
given them much exhortation, he came into Greece, 

3. And there abode three months. And when the Jews 
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laid wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria (to 
carry alms to Jerusalem), he purposed (or resolved) to re- 
turn through Macedonia. 

4. And there accompanied him into Asia (without going 
from him) Sopater of Berea; and (but) of the Thessalo- 
nians,AristarchusandSecundus; andGaius of Derbe, and" 
Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus. 

5. These (were persons who) going before tarried for us 
at Troas. 

6. And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of 
unleavened bread (were ended), and came to them to Troas 
in five days, where we abode seven days. . 

7. I 1 ] And upon the first day of the week, when the dis : 
ciples came together to break bread (i. e. to celebrate the 
eucharist), Paul preached to them, (being) ready to de- 
part on the morrow; and continued his discourse until 
midnight. 

8. And there were many lights in the upper chamber, 
where they were gathered together (for religious worship: 
see the note on i. 13.) 

9. And there sat in a window a certain young man 
named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep : and as 
Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and 
fell down from the third loft, and was taken up (as one) 
dead. 

10. And (but) Paul went down, and fell on him, and 
embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves (more about 
him), for his life is (safe) in him. 

11. When he therefore was come up again, and had 
[ 2 ] broken bread, and eaten (L e. had celebrated the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's body and blood), and had talked a long 
while, even till break of day, so he departed, (as he had 
designed to do on the morrow, ver. 7.) 

12. And they brought the young man ( up) alive, and 
were not a little comforted (at it). 

13. And we went before to the ship, and sailed to Assos, 
there intending to take in Paul : for so had he [ 3 ] appointed 
(Gr. so he was disposed), minding himself to go (thither) 
on foot. 

14. And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, 
and came to Mitylene.. 

15. And we sailed thence, and came the next day over 
against Chios : and the next day we arrived at Samos, and 
tarried at Trogyllium: and the next day we came to Mi- 
letus (ten miles distant from Ephesus). 

1G. For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus (not 
touching there), because he would not spend the time in 
Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at 
Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. 

17. [ 4 ] And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called 
the elders of the church. • 

18. And when they were come to him, he said to them, 
Ye know from the first day that I came into Asia, after 
what manner I have been with you at all seasons, 

19. Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with 
many tears, and temptations, which befel me by the lying 
in wait of the Jews: 

20. And how I kept back nothing that was profitable for 
you, but have shewed you, and have taught you (what was 
necessary to be known) publicly, and from house to house, 

21. Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
(that they should exercise) repentance towards God, and 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



582 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS 



[chap. XX. 



faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ (i.e. that they should 
turn to God, doing works meet for repentance, and should 
believe in the Lord Jesus). 

22. [f] And now, behold, I go bound in tho Spirit (L e. 
foreseeing by the Spirit that J shall be bound) to Jerusalem, 
not knowing tho things that shall befal me there : 

23. Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, 
saying, that bonds and afflictions abide mc. 

24. But none of these things move mc, neither count I 
my life dear to myself, so thatJE might finish my course with 
joy; and the ministry which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

. 25. And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I 
have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall seo my face 
no more. 

26. Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I 6 ] I 
am pure from the blood of all men (ite. not guilty of their 
ruin, if they perish). 

27. For I have not shunned to declare to you all the 
counsel of God, (the whole Christian doctrine, which if you 
keep in memory and practice, ye shall be saved, 1 Cor. xv. 3.) 

28. [ 7 ] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you over- 
seers, [ 8 ] to feed the church of God, [which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood. 

29. For I know this, that [Rafter my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing (to tear) 
the flock. * : 

30. [ 10 ] Also ( out) of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them. 

31. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space 
of three years I ceased not to warn every one (of you) 
night and day with tears. „ .. 

32. And now, brethren, I commend you [to God, and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to build you up (in 
your holy faith), and to give you an inheritance among all 
them that are sanctified. 

33. I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. 

34. Yea, you yourselves know, that these hands have 
ministered to my necessities, and to ( the necessities of) them 
that are with mc. 

35. I have shewed you all (these) things (to instruct 
you), how that so labouring you ought to support the weak, 
and (to) remember the words of the Lord Jesus, [ u ] how 
he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

36. And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, 
and prayed with them all. 

37. And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and 
kissed him, 

38. Sorrowing most of all for those words that he spake, 
that they should sec his face no more. And they accom- 
panied him to the ship. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XX. 

[ J ] Vcr. 7. 'EN 81 ry fxi(t rwv aafifiarwv, Andnpon the first 
day of the week, when the disciples were gathered together 
to break bread.] These words seem fairly to evince, that it 
was the custom of the first Christians, and of the apostles, 
to keep the Lord's-day holy, or as a day appointed for re- 
ligious worship: for, 



First, That fiia twv <raj3/3aTa>v, the first day of the week 
was the Lortl's-day, is fully proved, note on 1 Cor. xvi. 1. 

Secondly, Observe, that on this day tho disciples were 
not summoned extraordinarily to come together, that St. 
Paul did not fxtraKaXtiv call them together, as he did the 
assembly of the elders of the church, vcr. 17. but the 
disciples were themselves (wv^fiivoi, met in their synaxis, 
or assembly; the text informs us, that St. Paul tarried 
with them seven days, and in none of them have we any 
mention of an assembly to this purpose, but only on the 
first day of the week. 

Thirdly, Observe, that they then met together to break 
bread; which phrase doth signify the sacred action per- 
formed in celebration of the holy sacrament, which it was 
tho custom of the primitive Christians to receive in all their 
church assemblies on the Lord's-day : this the apostle in- 
timates when ho complains of his Corinthians, 1 Cor. xi. 
that they came together for the worse, because, .when they 
came together in the. church, there were divisions among 
them, so that they did not cat together of the table of the 
Lord. Now, thus to come together in one place (saith he), 
is not to eat the Lord's supper ; i. e. it is not so to do it 
as that sacred action ought to be performed : this there- 
fore when they came together in the church they did, and 
therefore, what is coming together, ver. 17. coming to the 
church, ver. 18. coming to one place, vcr. 19. is coming to- 
gether to eat, ver. 33. Accordingly, it was the custom of the 
church from the apostles' times thus to communicate upon 
the Lord's-day ; for Pliny, in his epistle* to the emperor 
Trajan, tells him, that he found nothing to allege against 
the Christians/ but their obstinacy in their superstition; 
and that it tvas their custom to meet together on a set day 
before it tvas light, and to bind themselves by the sacrament 
to do no evil. Now this epistle was writ only six years 
after the death of the evangelist St. John. And Justin 
Martyr,t who wrote but forty years after his death, thus 
speaks, On Smtday all the Cliristiansin the city or country 
meet together, because that is the day of our Lord's resur- 
rection, and then we have read unto us the writings of the 
prophets and apostles; this done, the president makes an 
oration to the assembly, to exhort them. to imitate and do 
the things they heard; then we all join in prayer, and after 
that we celebrate the sacrament, and they that are willing 
and able give alms, &c. > * . 

[ 2 ] Ver. 11. And had broken bread.] Though here be 
mention only of breaking bread, yet that the cup was 
also consecrated and distributed, is evident from the doc- 
trine of the church' of Rome ; for they agree with the pro- 
tcstants in this, that the priests always ought to consecrate 
the eucharist in both kinds, and say, that if one species be 
consecrated without the other, % " sacrilegium committi- 
tur," it would be sacrilege; and yet if this place prove any 
thing for communion in one kind, it proves as much for 
consecration in one kind, and for the sumption of one kind 
only by the priest that consecrates, though they hold it ne- 
cessary for him to receive both. And hence it was declared 
in the council of Trcnt,§ that these places, and the reasons 

• " Snliti sunt Malo die ante lacem convenirc." Ep. lib. x. ep. 97. 
t Tfo Ji *HXi'ou hfjti^ar xotvn frame t«> <rv*i\tva-iv irotovfA&a, IvuM, WouC Xpifl-rc? • 
rifjtiTSfot 2urri£ t»T alrn tJ hfjtf^a ix «x; xv anm, Apol. ii. p. 98. 99. 
X Valentia de usu Sacram. cap. 13. 
$ Wslorj of (he Council of Trenl, lib. *i. p. 456. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XX.] 



ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 



583 



from them, must be laid aside, because by them it would be 
concluded, that it was not sacrilege to consecrate one kind 
without the other; which is contrary to all the doctors, and 
the meaning of the church, and overthroweth the distinc- 
tion of the eucharist, as it is a sacrifice, and as it is a sa- 
crament. 

[*] Ver. 13. For so he had appointed, ovto) yap ?lv Siareray- 
fxivoc, for so he was disposed.} Here is an evidence, that 
the word reTayfxevoi, used xiii. 48. may there signify dis- 
posed, as here apparently it doth. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 17. And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and 
called the elders of the church.} From these words, com- 
pared with the twenty-sixth verse, where the same persons 
are called bishops, who are here styled irgzafivTzpoi, elders, 
Chrysostom, St. Jerome, Theodoret, (Ecumenius, and 
Theophylact, have inferred, that the same persons were 
in the first ages of the. church styled bishops or presby- 
ters indifFerently : Dr. Hammond, on the contrary, and 
others' do contend, that the word Trpzafiirtpoi, elders, 
here signifies only bishops; and because there lies this 
obvious objection against this interpretation, that then 
there must have been many bishops in the church of Ephe- 
sus, since r*\ these elders were called from Ephesus; he 
answers, that those elders were all the bishops of Asia, and 
saith, that Paul sending to the metropolis of Asia, by that 
means gave notice to the* bishops of Asia to come to him: 
this he confirms, (l.)frdm the testimony of Irenaeus, who 
saith, they were called * €t ab Ephcso, et reliquis proximis 
eivitatibus/' from Ephesus, and the rest of the cities that 
were near; (2.) from the words of the text, for the- flock 
(saith he) was not the Christians of one city, but the Christ- 
ians of all Asia ; those with whom Paul had been from the 
first day he came to Asia, ver. 18. all among whom he had 
gone preaching the kingdom of God, ver. 25. But to the 
first argument it may be answered, 

First, That Chrysostom, St. Jerome, Theodoret, (Ecu- 
menius, and Theophylact, knew nothing of St. Paul's send- 
ing to any other bishops besides those of Ephesus, for 
otherwise they could not have argued as they do from this 
place, that those persons could not be bishops, properly 
so called, because there could be only one bishop of one 
city. Bishop Stillingfleet also saith, that St. Paul was in 
so great haste, that he would not so much as go to Ephe- 
sus, nor send any whither but to that city ; and yet those 
to whom he committed the whole flock then in Asia, came 
from Ephesus to Miletus. But (2.) let it be granted that 
he sent to other cities also, though it be plainly contrary to 
the text, which mentions Ephesus only, yet it is evident, 
both froni Irenaeus and the text, that the same persons arc 
called presbyters in the seventeenth verse, who are called 
bishops, ver. 28. ; for, from ver. 18. to the twenty-seventh 
inclusively, he continues his discourse to those presbyters 
whom he had called, and in ver. 28. bids them take care of 
the church, over which the Holy Ghost had made them 
bishops: this is also plain from Irenaeus, for he saith ex- 
pressly, that " eonvocatis episcopis et presbyteris," having 
called the bishops and presbyters, he gave them charge of 
the church,f " in quo eos Spiritus proposuit episcopos," 
in which the Spirit had made them bishops. 

Secondly, To the second argument the answer is evident 



* Lib. iii. cap. 14. 



t Lib. c. cap. 14. 



from the note made on xix. 10. that St. Paul, from the 
second time he came to Ephesus, stirred not thence, till he, 
in prosecution of his purpose, mentioned there, ver. 21. 
went from thence to Macedonia, in order to go to Jeru- 
salem; whence we learn, how he had been with them of 
Asia, from the first day he came to Ephesus, preaching to 
Jews and gentiles, viz, by disputing daily in the school of 
Tyrannus in Ephesus, so that all they that dwelt in Asia 
heard the word, both Jews and Greeks, xix. 20. and by 
disputing thus, he persuaded much people, ov juovov 'E^trov, 
aXXa <rx® ov Traffic rrjc 'Atrfac, S. e. not as we have the words 
rendered, not only* at Ephesus, but throughout all Asia, 
but, not only of Ephesus, but of all Asia. 
* *[ 5 ] Ver. 22. And now, behold, I go dedefxivoc r<£ irvevfjLan, 
bound in the Spirit.'] t. e. Not resolving in his own spirit, 
but, as Grotius saith truly, foreseeing by the Spirit that I 
shall there be bound ; for so it follows, ver. 23. The Holy 
Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying, that bonds and afflic- 
tions abide me. ' 

[ 6 J Ver. 26, 27. I am free from the blood of all men, for 
I have not shunned to declare to you all the counsel of 
God.] Hence we learn, that it is necessary for a pastor to 
declare to his people all that is necessary for them to be- 
lieve and do, in order to salvation, that the guilt of their 
ruin may not lie upon him. ' 

17] Ver. 28. Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all 
the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you over- 
seers.] I have shewed in the note on 1 Cor. xii. 8—10. 
that in those times the Holy Spirit did enable the apostles 
to discern who were fit to be governors of the church, arid 
accordingly by this afflatus of the Holy Ghost they were 
chosen for that work; aud to this the words of the apostle 
may refer. But it is also to be noted from xix. 6, 7. that, 
at Ephesus, Paul having laid his hands upon twelve men, 
the Holy Ghost fell on them, and they spake with tongues, 
and prophesied ; and Bishop Stillingfleet conceives, these 
were men kept at Ephesus as a nursery, to be sent forth 
as occasion served, to preach and preside among the con- 
verts of Asia; and if so, these words may more peculiarly 
relate to them. 

[ 8 ] TlotfxalvHv Ttjv eKKknoiav rov Qzov, To feed the church 
of God, which he hath purchased with his, own blood.] If 
this be the true reading, it follows unavoidably, that Jesus 
Christ, who shed his blood for us, is here styled God ; now 
this reading is confirmed by the Vulgar, Arabic, Ethiopic, 
by Chrysostom and CEcunienius on the place. It is true, 
indeed, thatin Irenaeus,lib. iii. 14. in the Alexandrian MSS. 
and in the Syriae, we read rrjv iKKXriaiav rov Kvpiov, the 
church of the Lord, which may be construed, the church 
of the Lord Jesus, but it may also be construed from the 
Arabic, and other MSS. the church of our Lord God; if 
wic ^consider that the church of God is a phrase very 
frequent in the New Testament, (see ICor.i. 2. x. 32. 
xi. 22. xv. 9. 2 Cor. i. 1. Gal. i. 13. 1 Tim. iii. 5.) but the 
church of the Lord is a phrase never used in the New 
Testament. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 29. After my departure shall grievous wolves enter 
in, not sparing the flock.] Such were Ccrinthus who set up 
in Asia, see the note on Colos. ii. 10. and other false 
apostles, and deceitful workers of the Jews A of whom see 
note on 1 Tim. i;7. on iv. 2, 3. on vi. 21. on 2 Tim. i. 15. 
and on iii. 2 — 4. 
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[ 10 J Ver. 30. Also of yourselves shall men arise, speaking 
pei-verse things.] Such as Hymenoeus and Alexander were, 
who made shipwreck of the faith, 1 Tim. i. 20. Hymenreus 
and Philettts, who taught that the resurrection was past 
already, 2 Tim. ii. 17. for these Epistles being written 
chiefly for the Ephcsians, it is reasonable to think he 
speaks of men dwelling there who disp ersedthese doc- 
trines among them. 

* ["] Ver. 35. How he said, It is mote blessed to give than 
to receive.] This saying of Christ we find not in the gospels, 
but yet these and the like words are so far from giving 
any patronage to unwritten traditions, that they are a de- 
monstration against them, it being certain that we had 
never known any such' thing, had not St. Luke recorded it. 



CHAR XXI. 

1. AND it came to pass, that after we were g6tten from 
them (of Epliesus), and had launched (into the sea), we 
came with a straight course to Coos, and the day follow- 
ing to Rhodes, and from thence to Patara: 

2. And finding a ship sailing over into Phoenicia, we 
went aboard, and set forth. 

3. Now when wc had [}] discovered Cyprus, we left it on 
the left hand, and sailed into Syria, and landed at Tyre : 
for there the ship was to unlade her burden. 

4. And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days : 
who (being endued toith the gifts of the Holy Ghost) said 
to Paul [ 2 ] through the Spirit,, that (if he regarded his 
safety, ver. 11.) he should not go up to Jerusalem. 

5. And when wc had accomplished those days, we de- 
parted and went away; and they all brought us on our 
way, with (their) wives and children, till we were out of 
the city : and (then) wc kneeled down on the shore, and 
prayed. 

0. And when we had taken our leave one of another, we 
took ship; and they returned home again. 

7. [ 3 ]And when we had finished our course (Gr. and 
finishing our sail) from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, and 
saluted the brethren, and abode with them one day. 

8. And the next day we that were of Paul's company 
departed, and came to Caesarca: and we entered into the 
house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven 
(deacons mentioned chap, vi.) and abode with him. 

9. And the same man had [ 4 ] four daughters, virgins, 
who did prophesy, (according to the prophecy mentioned 
it. 17.) 

10. And as wc tarried there many days, there came 
down from judea a certain prophet, named Agabus. 

11. And when he was come to us, he took Paul's girdle, 
and bound his own hands (first) and (then afterward his) 
feet (with it), and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, [ 5 ]So 
shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth 
this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the 
gentiles. 

12. And when we heard these things, both we ( that were 
with him), and they of that place, besought him (with 
tears) not to go up to Jerusalem. 

13. Then Paul answered, What mean yc to weep, and to 
break my heart? (Gr. rt ttoiuts kXcu'ovtcc, why do you this, 
weeping and breaking my heart?) 'for I am ready not to be 



bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 

14. And when he would not bo persuaded, wc ceased 
(our importunity), saying, The will of the Lord be done. 

15. And after those days wo took up our carriages, and 
went up to Jerusalem. 

1G. There w r cnt with us also certain of the disciples of 
Caesarea,and brought with them one [ 6 ]Mnason of Cyprus, 
an old disciple, with whom we should lodge. 

17. And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren 
received us gladly. 

18. And the day following (7]Paul went in with us to 
James; and all the elders (of Jerusalem) were present. 

19. And when he had saluted them, he declared parti- 
cularly what things God had wrought among the gentiles 
by his ministry. 

20. And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and 
said to him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of 
Jews there are which believe ; [ 8 ] and they are all zealous 
(for the observance) of the law (by all that are Jews) : 

21. And they are informed of thee, that thou teaehest 
all the Jews which arc among the gentiles to forsake 
Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their chil- 
dren, neither (ought they) to walk after the customs (of 
our forefathers). 

22. What is it therefore? (ri ovv l<m\ what is therefore 
to be done, seeing) the multitude (which have been thus in- 

formed of thee) must needs come together? for they will 
hear that thou art come. . 

23. Do therefore this that we say to thee: (to wit,) We 
have four men which have a vow on them ; 

24. Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at 
charges with them (making provision of sacrifices for them, 
as the law requires), that (when the days of their purifica- 
tion are ended) they may shave their heads : and (by this 
practice) allmay know that those things, whereof they are 
informed concerning thee, are nothing (have no truth in 
them), a but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and 
keepestthe law. 

25. As touching the gentiles which believe, wc have 
written and concluded that they observe no such thing, 
save only that they keep themselves from things offered to 
idols, and from blood, and from (things) strangled, and 
from fornication. 

26. Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying 
himself with them (i. e. beginning the separation of a Naza- 
rite) he entered into the temple, to [ 9 ] signify (when would 
be) the accomplishment of the days of purification, until 
(?wc ov,,even to the time) that an offering should be offered 
for every one of them, (as the law required at the close of 
them, Numb. vi. 13.) 

27. And when the seven days (i. e. the time designed for 
this separation) were almost ended (or were about to be 
accomplished), the Jews which were of Asia, (where Paul 
had preached three years, xx. 31. with great oppositionfrovi 
the Jeivs, xix. 9. xx. 19. 1 Cor. xvi. 9.) when they saw him in 
the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him, 

28. Crying out, Men of Israel, help : (for) this is the man, 
that teachcth all men every where against the people (of 
tM Jews), and (against) the law, and this place : and far- 
ther (or also hath) brought Greeks into the temple, and 
(by so doing J hath polluted this holy place, 
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29. (And this they said,) tor (because) they had seen be- 
fore with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, whom 
they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple. 

30. And all the city was moved (at, these words), and 
the people ran together : and they took Paul, and drew him 
out of the temple (that it might not be defiled with his 
blood): and forthwith the doors were shut. 

31. [ 10 ] And as they went about to kill him, tidings came 
to the chief captain of the band (of Romans), that all Je- 
rusalem was in an uproar. 

32. Who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and 
ran down to them : and when they saw the chief captain 
and the soldiers, they left beatiug of Paul. 

33. Then the chief captain came near, and took him, and 
commanded him to be bound with two chains; and de- 
manded who he was, and what he had done (to incense 
them so against him), 

34. And some cried one thing, some another, among the 
multitude : and when he could not know the certainty for 
fi. e. by reason of) the tumult, he commanded him to be 
carried into the castle (ofAntonia). 

35. And when he came upon the stairs, so it was, that 
he was borne of the soldiers for the violence of the 
people. 

36. For the multitude of the people followed after, cry- 
ing, Away with him, ( let him not live, xxii. 22.) 

37. And as Paul was (about) to be led into the castle, 
he said to the chief captain, May I speak to thee? Who 
said, Canst thou speak Greek? 

3S. ["] Art not thou that Egyptian, which before these 
daysmadestan uproar, and leddest out into the wilderness 
four thousand men that were murderers? 

39. But Paul said, I am a man which am a Jew of Tar- 
sus, a city of Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and I be- 
seech thee suffer me to speak to the people. 

40. And when he had given him licence, Paul stood on 
the stairs, and beckoned with the hand to the people (to 
be silent). And when there was made a great silence, he 
spake to them in the Hebrew tongue, saying. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXI. 

p] Ver. 3. 'ANA'MNE'NTES S* n)v Kfapov, And discern- 
ing or discovering Cyprus.'] So avcupaiveiv yrjv nva, is to 
discover such a land; and therefore both Stephanus and 
from him Schmidius render these words thus, quum cernere 
Cyprum ccepissemus, all other readings orconjectures being 
by Schmidius confuted. 

[*] Ver. 4. Who said to Paul by the Spirit, that he should 
not go up to Jerusalem.] If this had been said absolutely 
by an afflatus of the* Holy Ghost, St. Paul could not have 
acted contrary to it without sin, in opposing what the 
Holy Ghost required, and doing what he did forbid; seeing 
then Paul persists in his resolution, after what both they 
here, and the prophet Agabus had said, ver. 11. these 
words must admit of the limitation mentioned in the para- 
phrase, that if he would not be there bound, and evilly en- 
treated, he should not go up thither; and this was only 
what the Spirit had before told him ; for, saith he, I go 
bound in the Spirit to Jerusalem, xx. 22. Or, they said 
to him, the Spirit revealing to them what he was to suffer 
there, they woidd not have him go up, as also did the dis- 

vol. v. 



ciples of Caesarea, and they that came up with him from 
Troas on the same account. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 7. A£ Siavvaavrtg rbv 7rXovv, And when we had 
finished our course.] There is no need to read here Siavav- 
oavrzq, or to think that this phrase signifies only, having 
sailed ; it truly imports, that finishing our voyage by sea, 
we came from Tyre to Ptolemais ; for from thence they 
went by land to Caesarea, and from thence to Jerusalem, and 
so were then finishing their navigation or their course by sea. 
. [ 4 ] Ver. 9. He had four daughters.] Hence (Ecumenius 
observes, that rtS Kotv(x)vt]aavri yafxwv SictKovtiv t&ori, one 
that useth matrimony may be a deacon. 

[ s ] Ver. 11. So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind this man.] 
Not so as to the girdle, for he was only bound with 
chains; nor so as to the binding of his feet, for St. Paul 
seems only to have the chains fastened to his hands ; but 
so as to be as truly and as much bound as Agabus was, 
not personally by the Jews, but by the Romans at their 
instigation,* and on their account. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 16. OneMnason, an old disciple,^ Converted by 
Paul and Barnabas when they were at Cyprus, say Grotius 
and Dr. Hammond, but very improbably ; for that they 
were at Cyprus we find, Acts xiii. 4. but there is not a 
word of him, or any other convert that they made there : 
the words, an old disciple, rather induce us to conceive he 
was one of the disciples or followers of Christ. 

\J] Ver. 18. And Paul went in with us to James, and all 
the elders were present.] All the bishops ofJudea, saith' Dr. 
Hammond, without one word to prove it; for there is nothing 
of this matter in his note on Phil. i. b. to which he refers ; 
and without all probability: for if there were then any other 
bishops constituted in Judea, of which we read nothing in 
Scripture, or primitive antiquity, how came they all, unsent 
for, to be absent from their flocks, and present at Jerusa- 
lem, especially when all the apostles, except James, seem 
to be absent? More probable, and modest is the observa- 
tion, that here we find James bishop of Jerusalem) of 7rp€<r- 
fivTzpoi, Ms presbyters, or elders, with him, and his seven 
deacons, mentioned ver. 18. and so have reason to believe, 
that other celebrated churches conformed to this model, 
having bishops, presbyters, and deacons. 

[f] Ver. 20. And they are all zealous of the lata.] The 
zealots among the believers were urgent for the circumci- 
sion of the gentiles, and for requiring them to observe the 
law of Moses. (Acts xv. 1.5.) But the whole body of the 
converted Jews, bishops, and elders, as well as the laity, 
were zealous for the observation of their laws and customs 
by the Jews, and that because they knew the law to be of 
a Divine original ; and therefore thought they could not 
throw oifthe observance of it without apostacyfrom God, 
as is insinuated in these words, Thou teackest awoaTaaiav, 
apostacy from Moses, (ver. 21.) Thus Philo # doth inform 
us, that they believed their laws to be Xoyfa Scox/^trra, Di- 
vine oracles, and this doctrine they being taught from their 
infancy, they are so afraid of offending against them in the 
least, that they will rather suffer the loss of all human bless- 
ings, than be guilty of it; yea (saith het)> they are wont 

* KaJ Trttyixaa-t fxh txa^rov t£v $myo(tujj.aow out*?, if Swar*T tnt flrao\av0p»tfroj? 
t'rt tlrv^tay t tirt tliatfAwlai %f n xaMfv, {jmViitqt av Intf irafafSaa-tw x«3 tcu ti^ovto? av 
vTraXka£a,<rQat. Legal, ad Cainm, p. 791. 

t E(*0Sf ixovrtott ava5i^fo-9ai S*t>aTit? ; «7tt{ a&M&eUy iffJf rvv ^caJsv t£v TrarfWJ 
7rt$tt& faai(ovfjimy. Ibid. p.780» F. 
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willingly to suffer death as the ivay to immortality, rather 
than permit their rites to be violated. Josephus * saith the 
same, that they are taught from their cradle to call them 
Qiov SJy/iara, the doctrines of God, and therefore continue 
in the observance of them, not adding any thing to them, or 
taking any thing from them, and when it is necessary, dying 
freely for them. And again, We (saith lie t) think it our 
only wisdom and virtue, neither to do, nor think any thing 
contrary to our laws; and being persuaded from the be- 
ginning that they are suitable to the will of God, we think 
nothing else so holy as to keep them, for who can remove any 
thing of them, or find any thing better? Ho also frequently 
declares that they were thus addicted to the observation of 
their laws, from an opinion of the eternal punishments they 
must expect to suffer, who even for fear of death durst violate 
them, and from a firm assurance of eternal happiness, if they 
were faithful to the death in the observance ofthem.% It is 
not therefore to be wondered that men who had imbibed 
such opinions of them from their infancy, that they derived 
from God, and knew of no revelation made by him that 
they were to cease after the death of their Messiah, should 
be still zealous for them*; or that they, who thought they 
could not be removed, or that any better laws could be given, 
should think them fit to be observed; or that they, who 
feared such dreadful evils if they did forsake them, expect- 
ed so great blessings from being faithful to them to the 
death, should bo averse from any doctrine, which taught 
tiiem to apostatize from, or to forsake the law of Moses; 
and yet it pleased God as yet not to convince them of this 
error by any revelation, or any afflatus of thatSpirit, which 
many of them had received ; partly because he saw this 
might have obstructed the faith even of the little remnant, 
w T hich belonged to the election of grace; partly because he 
knew the time would shortly come, when the destruction of 
their temple, and their exclusion from their own land, would 
render it impossible for them to observe this law, and the 
severity of Divine judgments on them, would convince 
them, as it did some, that § God had utterly cast off that 
nation from being any more his people. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 2G, 27. AiayytWiov rrjv Ifarkijpuxjiv rwv rifieptov 
rov ayvwfiov, Signifying the accomplishment of the days of 
purification.'] i. e. Not signifying that those days were al- 
ready accomplished, for that is contrary to the following 
verse, which shews that Paul was apprehended in the tem- 
ple before the seven days were ended, or, as the Greek 
may be rendered, as they were about to be accomplished; 
but, as Grotius well notes, signifying by that action that he 
would accomplish seven days of purification, even to the 
time that the sacrifices were to be offered for them, with 
whom he had thus joined in this purification; for whereas 
some would evade this, by saying, that the seven days, 



* Tlaci ya( rvfx^vrfo law f t&uf i x rr t ; TTpwrc; ytvirtie; 'isuJa/o*; ovo/txa^njf *uta Btw 
%ryfx&ra. Conlr, Appioo. p. 1037. A. 

t 'Hjuftf H TOvraTTtot fxtav tTvAt xai fytrns-rr, tut) a^irtii v7rtt\rs<pafxtr t to /txnJw ?**? 
iTrtVMriojf fAtiTi wpa£*i, jtMrt havwSntai ro7; l£ ap^ifc vo/tAQ&iT^fWiv — nf*7fii to"; atiw- 
BtXfftr i £ aft*; rt&hat rer viper xara 8lou fleuXnriv, oJJ' tie t $1; H h tqvtsv $v\arrur ri yk^ 
aurey Tiff a* fxtTaxtvfotitv, r> rt xaXXw l£iv£oi. Ibid. p. 1073. D. 

$ ttvfaSat rt ira~kiixal $isr kfxtlrca \x0i\t ix wtptrpoirris , p. 1076. A. M% <f>«Ctj0£/ui)r 
rsr hx&rra awoxruW to o-£ t u*, f*lyx; ykf ^vyns Mtms U aXonly (Wav«rju w xtljxno; t«V 
xa{a$alwwt t«? 2vToX«y tou ©low. De Maccftb. p. 1097. D. 

§ 'Zitt ykf Trie t«3 ©iw/ yya/txtjff rTO^a^bat xal yttxa'xeiv 5t» ri ma\at <fyl\ot avr£ 

tf'ker 'lwtaiw aarvXtU xartyvxrraf Lleaz. apud Joseph, de Hello Jad. lib. rii. 
cap. 34. p. 990. A. B. 



mentioned ver. 27. were the seven days wherein those sa- 
crifices were to be performed ; that is contrary to the law, 
which appoints the same day in which they shaved their 
heads, and so concluded their purification, for the oblation 
of their offerings. (Numb. vi. 13, 14.) 

But here it may reasonably be inquired, how the apostle, 
who knew that our Saviour by his death had abolished the 
hand-writing of ordinances, and taken it out of the way, 
(Eph. ii. 15; Colos. ii. 14.) that Christians were dead to the 
law by the body of Christ, (Rom. vii. 4.) that the Jewish 
sacrifices were only to continue till the time of reformation, 
(Heb. ix.10.) and that Christ had taken away these sacri- 
fices by the sacrifice of himself, (x. 9.) should yet submit 
to these rites, and make provision for these sacrifices. To 
this it may be answered, (1.) that the vow of Nazaritism 
being only a stricter sort of separation of themselves from 
all pollution to the service of God, and to be holy, and free 
from all kind of defilement, seems very well consistent with 
the design and spirit of Christianity. (2.) Observe, that 
the offerings of the temporary Nazarite, at the completion 
of his vow, being a burnt-offering, a sin-offering, and a 
peace-offering, (Numb. vi. 14.) and two of these being not 
sacrifices appointed to expiate sin, but offerings of thanks- 
giving to God, who had enabled them to perform their vow, 
and of acknowledgment of God's sovereign dominion; 
and the advice, here being not personally to make or pre- 
sent these offerings, but only to purify himself, kol $a7rav$v 
£7^ avroig, to help theNazarites in bearing some part of the 
charges of these offerings; which, saith Maimonides, others 
•might help the Nazaritcs to do ; this action seems to have 
little or nothing inconsistent with the doctrine of St. Paul. 
But, thirdly, though St Paul knew these constitutions were 
not now obliging in themselves, yet seeing they were rites 
belonging to that temple, which was yet standing, and God 
had not, by any express declaration made to the Jews, pro- 
hibited the continuance of them, St. Paul might lawfully 
submit to this compliance with them, to prevent the scan- 
dal of the unbelieving Jews, which might divert them from 
that Christianity they had embraced, and to promote their 
salvation by his preaching Christ unto them ; for upon this 
account he circumcised Timothy, (Acts xvi. 3.) and to the 
Jew became as a Jew, that he might gain the Jew; to them 
that were under the law, as under the law, that he might 
gain them that were under the law. (1 Cor. ix. 20.) Whence 
we may learn, what great condescension in lesser matters 
may be used for the promotion of the salvation of others. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 31. And as they went about to kill him.] To wit, 
with the rebels* beating, which, saith Dr. Lightfoothcre, was 
stripes without measure, even unto death, and that without 
judicial proceeding ; and this they did, either as presuming 
that he had brought an uncircumciscd person within the 
step of the temple, which was, saith Philo,* present death ; 
or, because they conceived he had spoken against the law 
and the temple, for which cause they, before had stoned 
Stephen. 

["] Ver. 38. Art not thou that Egyptian that before 
these days leddast out four thousand men which were murder- 
ers?] It seems to be a mistake in Grotius and others, to 
say, the Egyptian mentioned by Josephus was later than 
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these times : for it is apparent from Josephus, both in his 
Antiquities, lib. xx. cap. 6. and his History of the Jewish 
Wars, that this Egyptian did this in the first or second year 
of Nero, whereas Paul'came not to Jerusalem till the fourth 
of Nero. But whereas here arc mentioned only four thou- 
sand, and by Euscbius in his Chronicle, three thousand; 
Josephus, and out of him Eusebius, say, that he gathered 
irepl rpta/xvptovg, about thirty thousand: to this some say, 
that in the wilderness they increased to that number; others, 
that of this number only four thousand were sicarii, mur^t 
derers; I had rather say, that rgiaiivgiot^ in Josephus, only 
signifies three thousand; for he tells us, De Bell. Jud.lib. 
ii.cap.23. that the Egyptian fled with a few; and that7rAacr- 
rot tuv i&t avrov, most of those that were with -him were 
taken, and yet saith, that only four hundred of them were 
killed, and two hundred were taken, Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 6. 

CHAP. XXIL 

1. ItjLEN, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence 
which I make now to you (Gr. my apology to you for my 
change from a zealous Jew to an assertor of the Christian 
faith). 

2. And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew 
tongue to them (L e. as a Hebrew of the Hebrews, Phil. iii. 5. 
and not as a Hellenistic Jew: sec note on vi. 1.) they kept 
the more silence: and he saith (i.e. spake to thetn thus), 

3. I am verily a man which am a Jew, [^born (indeed) 
in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet ( but) brought up in this 
city [ 2 ] at the feet of Gamaliel, (a pharisee, and celebrated 
doctor of the law, Acts v. 34.) and (was) taught (by him) 
according to the perfect manner (Gr. aKpi(5uav 9 the exact- 
ness) of the law of the fathers (i. e. delivered from our fa- 
thers to us), and was zealous towards (or for the obser- 
vance of the law of) God (in the same manner) as yc all 
are this day. 

4. And I persecuted (the men of) this way (i. e. the 
CJiristians) to the death, binding and delivering into pri- 
son both men and women (professing Christianity, that they 
might be punished with death as blasphemers of the law, 
Acts vi. 13.) 

5. As also the high-priest [ 3 ] cloth bear me witness (Gr. 
will, I suppose, if asked, bear me witness), and all the estate 
(or senate) of the elders : from whom also. I received let- 
ters to the brethren, and went (Gr. receiving letters went) 
to Damascus, to bring (Gr. koI a%uv, and tvas about to 
bring) them which were there bound to Jerusalem, to be 
punished. 

G. [ 4 ]And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey 
(on this errand), and was come nigh to Damascus about 
noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round 
about me, (and them that journeyed ivith me, xxvi. 13.) 

7. And (through the terror of it, both) I (and they that 
were with me) fell to the ground, (xxvi. 14.) and (I) 
heard a f-n articulate) voice saying to rac, (in the Hebrew 
tongue, ibid.) Saul, Saul, why pcrsccutest thou me? 

8. And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said 
to mc, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. 

0. And they that were with mc saw indeed the light, 
(and heard a voice, ix. 7.) and were afraid ; but they heard 
not the voice of him that spake to mc. 

10. And I said, What shall I do, Lord ? And the Lord 



said to me, Arise, and go to Damascus ; and there it shall 
be (farther) told thee of all things which are appointed 
for thee to do, (and suffer for me,ix. 16.)" 

11. And when I (being risen) could not see for the glory 
of that light (which shone Upon me), being led by the hand 
of them that were with me, I came to Damascus. 

"12. And one Ananias, (a Christian indeed, but still) a 
devout man according to the law, (and) having a good 
report of (from) all the Jews that dwelt there, 

13. Came to me, and stood (by me), and said to me, 
Brother Saul, receive thy sight, (for the Lord Jesus hath 
sent me to thee for that end, ix. 17.) And the same hour ' I 
looked up upon him. •• 

14. And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen 
thee, (designing) that thou shouldest know his will, and 
see that Just One (who appeared to thee), and shouldest 
hear the voice of his mouth. 

15. For (this being done) thou shalt be his witness to 
all men of what thou hast seen and heard. 

16. And now why tarriest thou ? arise, and be baptized 
(Gr: arising, be baptized), and (so) wash away thy sins, 
[ 5 ] calling upon the name of the Lord (Jesus, who thereupon 
will consecrate thee to, and enable thee for, this work, by 
filling thee with the Holy Ghost, ix. 17.) 

17. And (accordingly) it came to pass, that, when I was 
come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the tem- 
ple, (Gr. and it happened to me returning to Jerusalem, and 
praying in the temple, that) I was (Gr, to be) in a trance 
(or ecstacy) ; 

18. I 6 ] And saw him (Gr. and to see, i. e. perceive him,) 
saying to me, Make haste, and get thee quickly put of Jeru- 
salem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. 

19. t 7 ] And I said, Lord, (it is wonderful that they should 
not receive my testimony, seeing) they know that (formerly) 
I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that be- 
lieved in thee: 

20. And (that) when the blood of thy martyr Stephen 
was shed, I also was standing by, and consenting to his 
death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him. 

21. And (but) he said'to rac, (Argue not, but) depart: 
for I will send thee far hence to the gentiles. 

22. And they gave him audience to (i.e. until) this word, 
and then (they) lifted up their voices, and said, Away 
with such a fellow from the earth : for it is not fit that he 
should live. 

23. And as they cried out, and [ 6 ] cast off their clothes, 
(as persons ready to stone him, v. 57:) and threw dust into 
the air (to shew their rage against Mm), 

24.p]The chief captain coramanded'hira to be brought 
into the castle, and bade that he should be examined by 
scourging ; that (by his confession) he might know where- 
fore they cried so against him.. 

25. And as they bound him with thongs (in order to the 
scourging of him) 9 Paul said to the centurion that stood 
by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, 
and (is) uncondemned ? 

26. When the centurion heard that (this), he went and 
told the chief captain, saying, Take heed what thou doest : 
for this man is a Roman. 

27. Then the chief captain came, and said to him, Tell 
*me, art thou a Roman? (And) he said, Yea. 

28. And the chief captain answered, [ 10 ]With a great 
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sum (of money) obtained I this freedom (of a citizen of 
Rome). And Paul said, But I was free born (viz. in a 
city which had this privilege, and so needed not to acquire 
it by money). 

29. Then straightway they departed from him which 
should have examined him : and the chief captain also 
was afraid, after he knew that he was a Roman, and (he 
thus feared) because he had bound him (in order to the 
scourging him). 

30. On the morrow, because he would have known the 
certainty wherefore he was accused of the Jews, he loosed 
him from his bonds, and commanded* the chief priests and 
all their council to appear, and brought Paul down (from 
the castle), and set him before them. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXII. 

[ l ]Ver. 3. Born in Tarsus,] The metropolis of Cilicia; 
where they applied themselves so much, saith Strabo,* to 
the study of philosophy, and all the liberal sciences, wc 
v7T£/t>j3£j3X»]vrai Kat'Afl/jvac teat 'AX&avdpdav, as that they ex- 
celled the men of Athens and of Alexandria, and of all 
other places dedicated to the study of those sciences. 

[*]At the feet of Gamaliel'] It was, saith Pseud- Ambro- 
sius,f the tradition of the synagogue to dispute sitting; the 
seniors in dignity, in chairs ; those next to them on benches; 
and the last on the pavement upon mats. For the disci- 
ples, saith BuxtorfJ sat at the feet of their masters, and 
therefore, by way of advice to others, to become disciples 
of their wise men, they used to say, u pulveriza tc pulvere 
pedum sapientum," put thyself in the dust of their feet. 
Accordingly we find Mary sitting at the feet of Christ, 
Luke x. 39. Note also, that this Gamaliel was so far from 
being well aiFected to Christianity, that some of the Jewish 
writings say, he added to their daily prayers that which 
they used in their synagogues against the progress of 
Christianity, called the prayer against heretics. (See Lightf. 
Hor. Hcbr. in Matt. vi. 9.) By this Gamaliel, saith he, 
was I taught according to the exactness of the law of our 
fathers, being by sect a pharisee, and very well skilled 
in the traditions pretended to be delivered to us from our 
forefathers : (Gal. i. 14/ see note on xxvi. 5.) and I was, 
$aith he, &]Xa>T?}e Gtov, zealous towards God, as ye all arc. 
Now thoy being not all of the sect of the zealots, which 
obtained then among them, this phrase cannot necessarily 
import, that St. Paul was of that sect. 

[ s ] Ver. 5. Doth bear me witness.] Maprvpu here being 
not of the present tense, but the second future, should be 
rendered, will witness, as in the paraphrase. 

[ 4 ] Ver. G. Audit came to pass as I made my journey, 
and was come nigh to Damascus, &c] I have in the notes on 
chap. ix. of this book, given the exposition of this history, 
and shall here establish the truth of it, and consequently of 
that faith to which he was converted. In order to this end, 
let us consider, 

. First, Who St. Paul was before this wonderful conver- 
sion; and here the Scripture doth inform us, that his edu- 
cation was in the schools of Tarsus ; from thence he came 

* Lib. xir. p. 673. D. 

t " Hsce tradilio sjntgogas est at sedeates dispntent, semores dignilsU in ca- 
thedris, aeqnentes in sabselliis, novissimi in pavimenlo anper mattas," in 1 Cor. 
chap. xii. 

X In tnce p3N Pirk Atolb, cap. 1. $.4. 



to the university at Jerusalem for the study of divinity 
and of the Jewish law: his tutor was Gamaliel, a man of 
special note among the people ; he was, by his profession, 
of the most strict and most exact sect of the pharisecs, a 
sect of all men most estranged from, and enraged against, 
Christianity: and for the truth of this, St. Paul appeals 
to tho whole Jewish nation in these words: My manner of 
life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own 
nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews, which know from 
the beginning, if they would' testify, that, after the most 
strict sect of our religion, I lived a pharisee ; by practice 
and employment he was an early, zealous, and industrious 
persecutor of the professors of the Christian faith. When 
Stephen, the first martyr, perished by law, or by judicial 
sentence, Saul was consenting to his murder ; being in- 
flamed by this zeal, he instantly proceeds to make great 
havoc in the church, entering into every house, and haling 
men and women into prison, breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter agairist the disciples of the Lord; he obtains let- 
ters from the high-priest and elders of Jerusalem, or a com- 
mission, if he found any of this way, whether men or wo- 
men, to bring them bound to Jerusalem, to be there sen- 
tenced by the Sanhedrin; (ver. 2.) and in pursuance of 
this commission, he persecutes Christians to the death, 
binding and delivering up unto it men and women; he pu- 
nished them oft in the synagogues, and compelled them to 
blaspheme; and being exceeding mad against them, he per- 
secuted them, to strange cities. And for the truth of these 
particulars, he solemnly appeals to those chief priests and 
elders from whom he had received his commission ; for of 
this, saith he, the high-priest can bear me witness, and all 
the estates of the elders: yea, it was a thing notorious to 
all that heard him preach that faith which he had formerly 
destroyed ; for they were all amazed at it, and said, Is not 
this he that destroyed them that called on this name in Je- 
rusalem, and ivho caine hither for this intent, that he might 
bring them bound to the chief priests? so that he was by 
education, by profession, by employment, as fully preju- 
diced against the Christian faith as any of the Jews could 
be. And therefore, though he was not, as St. Austin and 
some others say, converted by an irresistible force, or such 
a violence as took away the freedom of his will, for then 
he could not have been disobedient to the heavenly vision, 
since there can be no disobedience to, where there is no 
resistance of, the will of God ; yet was it wrought in that 
stupendous manner, and with that signal evidence, which 
could not be resisted without wilful sin and obstinate per- 
versencss: for, 

First, This scene was opened with a heavenly light, 
transcending that of the meridian sun : now this was by the 
Jews still looked on as the symbol of a Divine and glorious 
presence, and is in Scripture often styled Schechinah, the 
majestic presence and the glory of God ; wherefore both 
Saul and his companions fell on their faces, not only 
through the terror of this light, but also as it were an indi- 
cation of the appearance of some Divine and glorious per- 
son to them, it being usual both for the patriarchs and Jews 
to fall flat on their faces at such a glorious appearance; for 
so did Abraham, Gen. xvii. 3. so did the Jews, Lev. ix.24. 
so did Moses and Aaron, when the glory of the Lord ap- 
peared to them, Numb. xxix. G. so did Balaam, Numb, 
xxii. 21. Joshua, Josh. v. 14. Manoah and his wife, Judg. 
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xiii. 20. David and all the elders, 1 Chron. xxi. 16. Ezckiel, 
i. 1. and Daniel, viii. 17. 

■ Secondly, He hears a voice directed from this shining 
cloud, and saying to him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me? and giving him assurance that it was Jesus of Naza- 
reth who then appeared to him, and who complained that 
he was persecuted by him in all the cruelties which he in- 
flicted on the living members of his body; so that he could 
no longer question either the resurrection or ascension of the 
holy Jesus, or his advancement to the right hand of glory. 
Thirdly, He by the glory of this light is struck stark 
blind, and so continues till one of Christ's disciples comes 
and lays his hands upon him, and in the name of Jesus re- 
storeth his lost sight unto him; he prays to him he had so 
lately persecuted, and doth in answer to that prayer receive 
a vision of that very person who should restore unto him 
his lost sight: he lastly is baptized in the name'of Jesus, 
and with that baptism receives a plentiful effusion of the 
Holy Ghost: so that he had the greatest evidence imagina- 
ble, both of the presence and the power of the holy Jesus, 
and of the glorious things which were performed in his 
name, and were vouchsafed to the professors of the faith 
of Christ. Now for the truth of these particulars, that in 
his journey to Damascus that glorious light appeared, and 
a voice spake unto him, all his companions, whose eyes 
beheld that light, and whose ears heard that voice, could 
testify: that for a season he was blind, both they who led 
him to Damascus, and the whole family of Judas where he 
lodged, must be sufficient witnesses : that he was after- 
ward restored to his sight the same persons could attest: 
that he was thereupon converted to the Christian faith, all 
they who, to their admiration, heard him preach that faith, 
which before he had laboured to destroy, must, know. 
Moreover, had not this persecutor been turned to a pro- 
moter of the Christian faith, why were the Jews so vehe- 
mently incensed against him? Why do they lie in wait 
to kill him even in the place of his conversion? Why do 
they watch the gates continually that he might not escape 
their bloody hands? Why were the Hellenists of Jerusalem 
still thirsting for his blood? Why do even forty of them 
bind themselves under a curse that they would neither eat 
nor drink till they had killed Paul? Why do they with such 
violence cry out, Away with such a fellow from the earth, it 
is not fit that he should live? Why w r as it that the chief 
priests and elders and all the multitude of the Jews .were 
so desirous of his death, crying out before all the Roman 
governors, that he ought not to live any longer? This sure 
is evidence sufficient, that he, whom they commissionatcd 
to persecute the Christian faith, was now become a convert 
to, and an industrious promoter of, it; and hence also it 
must be evident, that he who spake unto him was no 
other than the holy Jesus; that upon his conversion he re- 
ceived the gifts and the miraculous operations of the Holy 
Ghost, must be apparent from the tongues he spake, the mi- 
racles he did for confirmation of that faith ; that his sight 
was recovered by the name of Jesus, as it depends upon 
the testimony of Ananias, so is that Ananias declared to be 
a devout man according to the law, having a good report of 
all the Jews that lived at Damascus, and so a witness against 
whom those Jews could make no just exception. And 
surely the conversion of a person so fully prejudiced 
against the Christian faith, to that faith he did so vehe- 



mently oppose and persecute by such a visible appearance 
of this very Jesus to him, with such glorious circumstances, 
the sight which was restored to him by one of his disciples, 
the effusion of the Holy Ghost upon him when baptized, 
whereby he was enabled to preach the gospel with demon- 
stration of the Spirit, and with power, must give sufficient 
demonstration not only of the truth of his conversion, but 
also of that doctrine which he preached, viz. that Jesus was 
the Son of God. 

f 5 ]. Ver. 16. 'E7r(»caXetra/i£voc to ovojia tov Kvpiov, Calling 
upon the name m of the Lord.'] Here Grotius would have us 
read ahrov,liisname, and refer this, not to Christ, but to God 
the Father, mentioned ver. 14. whereas even Woltzogenius 
here saith, we are to understand- Jesus Christ, of whom 
here mention is made both in the antecedent and subse- 
quent words; and this is evident from the interpretation of 
Ananias, who, to prevent such a mistake, saith, 6 Kvpiog, 
the lard, even Jesus, who was seen of thee, hath sent me to 
thee; (ix. 17.) and having told us that Christians were per- 
sons who called upon the name of Christ, ver. 14. we have 
reason to conceive that he adviseth Paul thus to profess, 
and shew he was a Christian; and hence the inference of 
Chrysostom * from this place is this, that by these words he 
shews that Christ was God, because it is not lawful to invoke 
any besides God. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 18. Kal Iduv avrbv. And to see him.'] That is, saith 
Grotius, an angel instead of Christ; but this is plainly con- 
trary to the text, both here and chap. xxvi. for here the pro- 
mise made to him is, that he should see that Just One, and 
hear the words of his mouth, ver. 14. and there it is said, 
that he would appear to him to leach him what he was to 
preach, ver. 16. and therefore here Paul calls him Lord, 
ver. 19. and elsewhere saith, Am I not an apostle, have I 
not seen the Lord Jesus Christ ? 1 Cor. ix. 1. 

f 7 ] Ver. 19. And I said, Lord, they know that I impri- 
soned and beat in every synagogue them that believed in 
thee.'] i. e. Lord, my former zeal against those that believed 
in thee is so well known to them all, by so many remark- 
able instances shewed among them, that sure they must be 
convinced that it is upon some certain and irresistible 
grounds of persuasion that I am now become a preacher of 
that faith I formerly destroyed and persecuted with so great 
zeal ; and so I am apt to think, they should more diligently 
attend to the narrative I give of my wonderful change, and 
to the reasons I now offer to confirm the truth of the . 
Christian faith. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 23. And as they cast off their clothes, and threw 
dust into the air.] They cast off their clothes, as in the in- 
stance of St. Stephen, vii. 58. that they might be the more 
ready to stone him; and they threw dust into the air, to 
shew their rage against him, and their abhorrence of him, 
as of a person not fit to be conversed with any longer, it 
being usual to testify this by shaking the dust from their 
feet. (Luke ix. 5. Acts xiii. 35.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 24. Tlie chief captain commanded fiaonZiv avtTa* 
H>za%ai avrbv, to examine him by scourging.] 'Avcra&tv is to 
examine by way of torment, to find out, or cause men to 
confess, a crime; so in Hcsychius and Phavorinus haZzaSai 
is tcpivtaOai koi fiaaavi&oOai, to be punished and tormented, 



in ttt'iy viva liruta\faarQ&t tl (*b tov 0*o\. 
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and l$haaic is fiaaaviafibs, torment: so Gen. scii. 17. teal vra- 
otv 6 Oebg tov <t?apau> craCTjuoTc, God plagued Pharaoh with 
great plagues; and Esth. ii. 22. the king fado*, examined, 
or tormented, the two eunuclis: so the wicked say of the 
righteous, fiavavy katrto^v avrbv, let its try hint with tor- 
ments, Wisd. ii. 19. and the author of that book, vi. G. that 
themighty ivvarwq lra<j^{}<jovrai, shall be mightily tormented; 
and in the son of Sirach, xxiii. 9. oJjcIttjc t^ra^ofxtvog, is a 
servant that tvas beaten. This examination was used by 
the Romans, find by other nations, to force them who were 
thus scourged to confess what they bad done, why, and who 
were conscious to the fact, as Tacitus* saith of Herennius 
Gallus, that he received stripes that they might know, 
" quoprctio, ct quibus consciis prodidissct cxercitum," at 
ivhat price, and with what confederates, he betrayed the Ro- 
man army, (3.) They who w^re thus scourged had their 
arms extended, and their bodies tied to a pillar, as Lipsiusf 
shews ; and thus here they seem nportivtiv, to stretch out St. 
PauVs body to the whip and scourge. (4.) This punishment 
of scourging, not with rods, but jxaari^t teal "iiaaL,ivith whips 
and thongs, as here, was not used to a Roman, but to 
strangers only ; on which account Cicero, in his oration pro 
Rabirio, speaks against Labicnus thus, "Porcialex virgas 
ab omnium civium corpore amovit; hie miscricofs flagclla 
rctulit/' the Porcian law permits not a citizen to be whipped 
with rods ; but he hath done it with scourges; and upon this 
account St. Paul here saith, Is it lawful for you to scourge a 
man that is a Roman, and tincondemned? ver. 25. 

j-ioj y en 28. With a great sum of money obtained I this 
freedom. And Paul said, But I was free born.] Dion J and 
Tacitus inform us, that about the time of Claudius the 
rights of Xi Roman citizen were bought with little money; 
but it is more difficult to shew how St. Paul camo to be 
free born ; Grotius and Le Clerc will not have it to be on 
the account of his being born in Tarsus, that being no Ro- 
man colony; but it makes fair for the opinion of those who 
think Tarsus had obtained this freedom through the favour 
of some emperor, that Dion Cassius§ says, that they so fa- 
voured Julius Caesar in the civil war, and afterward Octa- 
vius, that it obtained the name of Juliopblis, and was ho- 
noured with the greatest privileges ; and that Dio Chrysos- 
torn in his oration saith, it received from Caesar all that ho- 
nour and power which one could give to his friends and 
companions: but Carthusianus, and the gloss upon 2 Tim. 
iv. 12. say more fully, that they received this freedom be- 
cause they met the Roman ambassadors with peace and 
crowns, and that then the father of Paul going out with 
them received the pcnula or cloak which St. Paul sent for, 
as an ensign or mark of a Roman citizen. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

1. x\.ND Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men 
and brethren, [}] I have lived in all good conscience before 
God until this day. 

2. And the high-priest Ananias commanded them that 
stood by him to smito him on the mouth. 

3. Then said Paul to him, [*] God shall smite thee, thou 
whited wall (i.e. thou hypocrite): for sittest thou (as a 
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magistrate) to judge mo after the law, and (yet) com- 
mandest mo to be smitten contrary to the law? (which 
s(tith, Thou shalt do no unrighteousness in judgment, Lev. 
xix.15.) 

4. And they that stood by said, Rcvilest thou God's 
high-priest? 

5. Then said Paul, [ 3 ] I wist (or hiew) not, brethren, 
that he (who commanded me to be smitten) was the high- 
priest : (the knowledge of that might haply have restrained 
me from speaking thus,) for it is written, Thou shalt not 
speak evil of the ruler of thy people. 

6. But when Paul perceived (or, then Paul knowing) 
that the one partfqf the council and of the people) were 
sadducecs, and the other pharisces (tvho asserted the resur- 
rection of the body, which the sadducees 'denied), he cried 
out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a pharisee, the 
son of a pharisee :'of (i. e. concerning one of their doctrines, 
viz*) [*] the hope and resurrection (i. e. the hope of the re- 
surrection) of the dead I am called in question. 

7. And when ho had so said, there arose a dissension 
between the pharisees and the sadducees : and the multi- 
tude was divided. . 

* 8. (Tliese words of St. Paul being a plain declaration of 
his opposition to the doctrine of the sadducees;) [ 5 ] for the 
sadducees say that there is no resurrection (of the body) t 
neither (is there any permanent) angel, nor spirit: but the 
pharisees confess both (angels and other spirits remaining 
after their separation from the body). 

9. And there arose (upon this dissension) a great cry 
(or clamour): and (for) the scribes which were of the 
pharisees' part arose, and strove (in defence and justifica- 
tion of St. Paid), saying, We find no evil in this man : but 
if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us not fight 
against God. 

10. And when there arose a great dissension (Gr, and 
the dissension growing great), the chief captain, fearing lest 
Paul should have been pulled in pieces of them, com- 
manded the soldiers to go down, and to take him by force 
from among them, and to bring him into the castle (of 
Antonia). 

11. And the night following [ 6 ] the Lord (Jesus) stood 
by him, and said (to him), Be of good cheer, Paul, for as 
thou hast testified of me at Jerusalem, [*] so must thou bear 
witness also (of me) at Rome. 

12. And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded 
together, [ 8 ]and bound themselves under a curse, saying 
(ivith an imprecation) that they would neither eat nor drink 
till they had killed Paul. 

13. And they were more than forty (persons) who had 
made this conspiracy (against him, out of zeal to their 
religion). 

14. And (the better to accomplish it) they came to the 
chief priests and elders, (men as zealous for his destruc- 
tion as themselves, xxv. 15.) and said (to them), We have 
bound ourselves under a great curse, that we will cat no- 
thing till wo have slain Paul. 

15. Now therefore ye with the (ivhole) council signify 
(yonr request) to the chief captain that he (would) bring 
him down to you to-morrow, as though you would inquire 
something more perfectly concerning him: and we, or ever 
(i. e. before) he come near (to the council), are ready to 
kill him. 
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1G. And when Paul's sister's son heard of their lying in 
wait, he went, and entered (Gr. being present, and enter- 
ingjinto the castle, and(Gr. he)to\d Paul. 

17. [9] Then Paul called one of the centurions to him, 
and said, Bring this young man to the chief captain : for he 
hath a certain thing to tell him. 

18. So he took him, and brought him to the chief cap- 
tain, and said, Paul the prisoner called me to him, and 
prayed me to brfteg this young man to thee, who hatbsome- 
thing to say to thee. 

19. Then the chief captain took him by the hand, and 
went (with him) aside privately, and asked him, What is it 
that thou hast to tell me? 

20. And he said, (certain of) the Jews have agreed 
to desire thee (by intercession of the .council) that thou 
wouldest bring down Paul to-morrow to the council, as if 
they would inquire something of him more perfectly. 

21. But do not thou yield (this) to them : for there lie in 
wait for him of them more than forty men, who have bound 
themselves with an oath, that they will neither cat nor 
drink till they have killed him : and now are they ready, 
looking for a promise from thee (to, bring him down). . 

22. So the chief captain let the young man depart, and 
charged him (saying), See thou tell no man that thou hast 
shewed these things to me. 

23. And he called to him two centurions, saying (to 
them), Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea, 
and horsemen threescore and ten, and spearmen two hun- 
dred, at the third hour of the night; . 

24. And provide^them beasts, that they may set Paul on, 
and bring him safe to Felix the governor. 

25. And he wrote a letter (to him) after this manner : 

26. Claudius Lysias to the most excellent governor 
Felix sendeth greeting. 

27. This man (whom I send to thee) was taken of the 
Jews, and should have been killed of them : then came I 
with an army, and rescued him, having understood (Gr. this 
man taken by the Jews, and being about to be killed by 
them, I, knowing it, with my army rescued him, understand- 
ing) that he was a Roman. 

28. And when I would have known (Gr. being willing to 
know) the cause wherefore (for which) they accused him, 
I brought him forth into their council : 

29. Whom I perceived to be accused of (i. e. concern- 
ing) questions of their law, but to have nothing laid to his 
charge worthy of death or of bonds. 

30. And when it was told me how that the Jews laid wait 
for the man (or when I was told of a conspiracy that would 
be against him from the Jeics), I sent (him) straightway to 
thee, and gave commandment to his accusers also to say 
before thee what they had (to say) against him. Farewel. 

31. Then the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took 
Paul, and brought him by night to Antipatris. 

32. ( And) on the morrow they left the horsemen to go 
(on) with him, and (the foot) returned to the castle: 

33. Who (a. e. which horsemen), when they camo to Cae- 
sarea, and delivered the epistle to the governor, presented 
Paul also before him. 

34. And when the governor had read the letter, he asked 
of what province he was. And when he understood that he 
was of Cilicia ;' 

35. I will hear thee, said lie (to Paul), when thine ac- 



cusers are also come. And he commanded him (in the 
mean time) to be kept in Herod's judgment-hall.. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXIII. 

[ a ]Ver. 1. I HAVE lived in all good conscience to this 
day.] Not as a good conscience signifies a conscience void 
of error and offence, for he owns himself to have been 
guilty of great sin in persecuting the church, of Christ, 
1 Tim. i. 13. 15. hut as it signifies a conscience acting ac- 
cording to his persuasion that he ought to act ; and in this 
sense, when he blasphemed against Christ, and persecuted 
his church, he did this even through a persuasion that he 
ought to do. many things contrary to the name of Jesus, 
Acts xxvi. 9, 10. Moreover, by saying that he lived in all 
good conscience, whilst he professed Judaism, and was, 
as to the righteousness of the law, blameless, Phil. iii. G. he 
gives them to understand that he left not the religion of the 
Jews out of any hardships which it did require, or any 
prejudice he had against the precepts of it ; and by adding, 
that he also had lived unblamably in the profession of the 
Christian faith, he intimates that he became and continued 
a Christian out of a full conviction that he was bound in 
conscience so to be, and so to act, and that he still served 
God from a pure conscience. (2 Tim. i. 3.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 3. God shall smite thee, thou whited wall.] He 
elegantly compares him to a whited wall, because, as that 
had a fair outside, but nothing but dirt, sticks, or stones 
within, so he had an outward appearance of a righteous 
judge, sitting as one that would pass judgment according 
to the law, and yet commanding him to be punished for 
speaking the truth, and so condemning the innocent against 
the law of nature and of Moses, which saith, Thou shalt do 
no unrighteousness in judgment, Lev. xix. 15. And he fore- 
tells that God shall smite him, by that gift of prophecy 
which God had given him, which came to pass,, he being 
slain, saith Chrysostcm ; he perishing in the siege of Je- 
rusalem, saith Dr. Lightfoot; he being deposed, and sent 
bound to Rome, saith Josephus, Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 5. 
p. 692. E. 

Kal <tv KttQq KpivtoV fit Kara tov vo/xov, k<x\ urapa vofiov KtXtvzig 
fie riirrtaSrai; For sittest thou to judge me according to the 
law, and yet commandest me to be smitten contrary to the 
law?] Here Stephanus makes two easy emendations, Kpivdv 
and 7rapavofiuv, and so renders the words thus ; Sittest thou 
as one about to judge me according to the law, and yet 
violating that law, commandest me (uneondemned) to be 
smitten? The first I think unnecessary, because Ananias 
was then actually on the seat of judgment, and executing 
the office of a judge ; the second seems not to be an emen- 
dation, but the more common reading of the text. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 5. Oiuc ySuv on tvriv apx ie P iv c> &c. I wist not tllat 
he was the high-priest : for it is written, See.] I am not will- 
ing to own that St. Paul, who doubtless was filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and had a share in the promise, of his as- 
sistance and direction, when they came before governors, 
should here be guilty of a transgression of the law, espe- 
cially when I suppose him acted by a prophetic impulse ; 
and yet it is not easy to put any likely sense upon these 
words by which we can avoid it. We cannot do it ac- 
cording to our translation, or the observation of some 
critics, that ouk y'Sav signifies, I considered not; for that 
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seems plainly to insinuate, that if he had well considered 
or weighed his words, he should not have uttered them, as 
being contrary to the precept, not to speak evil of the ruler 
of the people ; which surely is to confess, that he had by 
thein violated that command, had he considered to whom 
he spake. Nor (2.) according to the exposition of Dr. 
Hammond; for though he saith he was not truly the high- 
priest, (note on Luke iii. c.) yet he confesseth that Ananias 
was then rider of the people, and so makes St. Paul to say 
in his paraphrase, I confess Idld amiss. Dr. Lightfoot and. 
Grotius think as I do, that St. Paul does not go about to 
excuse his mistake, but rather saith, J know xvell enough 
that God's high-priest is not to be reviled, but that this 
Ananias is a high-priest I know not, i. e. I do not own 
him as such, who hath procured this title by bribery; our 
celebrated rabbins * having declared that such a one is nei- 
ther a judge, nor to be honoured as such; in which sense 
the blind man saith of Christ to the pharisees, that he is a 
sinner, ovk oTSa, I knoiv not, John ix. 25. and this he might 
say, because the high-priest had not then on him those 
robes peculiar to him, by which he was distinguished from 
other priests.' Or, (2.) the latent sense may be this, The 
prophetic impulse that was upon me, and inwardly moved 
me. thus to speak, permitted me not to advert that it was 
the high-priest, lest that law I mention might have re- 
strained me from complying with that impulse ; and it is 
certain from the example of Christ styling Herod, fox, 
Luke xiii. 32. and of St. Paul calling Nero, Hon, 2 Tim. iv. 
17. and acknowledged by the Jews, that he who acted as a 
prophet was not under the obligation of this precept, as 
others were ; but St. Paul speaks so obscurely, because, 
saith Grotius, he knew he would find no credit from them 
in this assertion. 

[ 4 ]Ver. G. For the hope and resurrection of the dead J 
am called in question.'] That is, for the hope of the resur- 
rection of the dead; so, x^P 1 ^ Ka * ^oaroXi), is the grace of 
apostleship, Z>u>h ml 7iW?, the breath of life, Actsxvii.25. 
(See Glassius Philol. i. lib. iii. tr. de nom.) but then it is 
inquired, why St. Paul here saith he was called in question 
for this hope in general, and xxiv. 15. xxvi. 6. repeats the 
same thing, when he was only called in question concern- 
ing the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Now the reason of 
this will appear from this observation ; that before our 
Saviour's passion the doctrine which he preached being 
chiefly levelled against the vain traditions of the scribes 
and pharisees, and his woes denounced against them, they 
slill appear in opposition to him, the sadducees being 
scarce ever mentioned as his adversaries ; but after his 
resurrection the testimony of the apostles being this, that 
Christ teas risen from the dead, and so directly contrary to 
that which distinguished the sadducees from the pharisees, 
we find them most forward to oppose their testimony; then 
the sadducees came upon them, being grieved that they 
preached the resurrection of the dead through Jesus, iv. 1, 2. 
then the high-priest and all the sect of the sadducees] were 
fdled with zeal against them, v. 17. the scribes, which 
were of the sect of the pharisees, rather siding with St. 
Paul in this matter. Another reason, why St. Paul thus 
mixed these things together, might be this, that the apostles 
testified the resurrection of the dead through Je$us, Acts 
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iv. 2. and taught that God would raise us rip by Jesus, 
1 Thcss. iv. 14. and so the proof of the one, viz. that 
Christ was risen, was a confirmation of the general resur- 
rection. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 8. The sadducees say there is no resurrection, 
neither angel, nor spirit.] That the sadducees did not be- 
lieve the resurrection of the body, as all the ancient Christ- 
ians* plainly do assert, so this scripture, and Matt. xxii. 23. 
plainly testify. (2.) They said, that after the giving of the 
law at least, thero was no angel ; and that when they are 
said to appear so often in the law of Moses, they were 
framed for that purpose, and after ceased to have any 
being ; for otherwise it is hard to conceive, how they could 
believe the law of Moses, and yet deny that angels ever 
did exist. And (3.) when they arc said to deny any spirits, 
this is not to be so understood, as if they denied God to be 
a spirit, or that there was any spirit of man within him, but, 
as Josephusf testifies, they denied tJjc $vx*is rfiv $iafwvi)v, 
the permanency of the soul after death ; and so they denied 
any spirits separated from bodies which could appear, or 
reveal any thing to them : the pharisees held the contrary, 
as is apparent from these words, ver. 9. If an angel or 
spirit hath spoken to him: of such apparitions, believed 
by the apostles, we have mention Matt. xiv. 2G. Luke 
xxiv. 37. and the Jews believed that Samuel thus appeared 
to Saul, and Elias frequently to them, the sadducees deny- 
ing all such apparitions. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 11. Tlie Lord stood by him,] " Per angelum," 
by an angel, saith Grotius, without all ground; an angel 
never being styled 6 Kvpto$, the Lord, in the New Testa- 
ment, but only the angel of the Lord, Matt.i. 20. ii. 13. 
xix. 21. xxviii. 2. Luke i. 11. ii.9. Acts v. 19. viii. 26. 
xii. 7, 23. and said, Sapau UavXz, be of good courage, Paul; 
for as when thou testifiedst of me in Jerusalem, and they 
went about to kill thee, (Acts ix. 29, 30.) I delivered thee; 
so will I also deliver thee from the gentiles at Home, ac- 
cording to my promise made to thee. (Acts xxvi. 17.) 

[ 7 ] AeT at elc'P^ijv fxapTvpT)<xai, Tliou must testify of me at 
Rome.] Here is an instance of Divine appointment, with- 
out any necessity laid upon the willof Paul ; whose ap- 
peal to Caesar was only made as an expedientto preserve 
him from the rage of the Jews, (Actsxxv. 11.24. xxviii. 19.) 
and so was only a matter of prudence, and not of absolute 
necessity. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 12. Who bound themselves tinder a curse.] It was 
a thing too common among the zealots of the Jews, to cut 
off, without any judicial process, those whom they looked 
upon as transgressors of their laws, and enemies to the 
Jews. JosephnsJ informs us, that they committed infi- 
nite slaughters, rd fx(yi<rra KctKwv ayaOa vofiiZovrtg, thinking 
the vilest things were good when done by them. And Philo § 
speaks of some among them ol dfivvovmv rpavfiara icai <r<payag, 
who swore to wound and kill others, teal awirsp&ruc avra 
dpHxTi, and did so without delay ; and that the chief priests 
and Sanhedrin approved of such murders done out of such 
pernicious designs, we learn from their confident address 
to them, ver. 14, 15. and their consent to the fact, ver. 20. 
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plainly proving by their lying and murderous dispositions, 
that they were children of the devil, John viii. 44. (See 
xxv. 2, 3.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 17. Then Paul called one of the centurions, &c] 
Hence it appears, that even after a promise of our safety, 
(see note on ver. 11.) we ought not to neglect any honest 
means of our preservation, though it be to be accomplished 
by our addresses to men alien from the faith. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

1. AND after five days Ananias the high-priest de- 
scended with the elders, and with a certain orator named 
Tertullus, [*] who informed the governor (Gr. shewed them- 
selves to the governor) against Paul. 

2. And when he was called forth, Tertullus began to 
accuse him, saying (to the governor), [ 2 ] Seeing that by 
thee we enjoy great quietness, and that very worthy deeds 
are done to this nation by thy providence, 

3. We accept it always, and in all places, most noble 
Felix, with all thankfulness. 

4. Notwithstanding, that I be not (Gr. but that I may 
not ^farther tedious to thee, I pray thee that thou wonldest 
hear us of thy clemency a few words. 

5. For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a 
mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, 
and a ringleader of the sect (called from one Jesus of Na- 
zareth, the sect) of the Nazarenes: 

6. Who also hath gone about to profane the temple 
(of Jerusalem, by bringing into it heathens, xxi. 28.) whom 
we (therefore) took, [ 3 ] and would have judged according 
to our law. 

7. But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with 
great violence took him away out of our hands, 

8. Commanding his accusers to come to thee : by ex- 
amining of whom (thou) thyself mayest take knowledge of 
all these things, whereof we accuse him. 

9. And the Jews also assented (to this accusation), 
saying that these things were so. 

10. Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned 
to him to speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou 
hast been for many years a judge to this nation (and so 
canst not be ignorant of the things belonging to Cliristianity, 
or to the Jews), I do the more cheerfully answer for my- 
self (before thee): 

11. Because that thou mayest understand, that there 
are yet but twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem to 
worship. 

12. And (since my coming thither) they neither found 
me in the temple disputing with any man, nor (have they 
found me) raising up the people (Gr. making a sedition 
among the multitude), neither in the synagogues, nor in 
the city : 

13. Neither can they prove (any oilier of) the things 
whereof they now accuse me. 

14. But (as for that part of their accusation which relates 
to the sect of the Nazarenes) this I confess unto thee, that 
[ 4 ] after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the 
God of my fathers (viz. through Jesus Christ), believing all 
things which are written in the law and the prophets (con- 
cerning him): 

15. And I have hope towards God (in God), which they 
vol. v. 



themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection 
from the dead, [ 5 ] both of the just and of the unjust. 

16. And [ 6 ] herein (therefore) do I exercise myself, to 
have always a conscience void of offence towards God, 
and towards men. 

17. Now [ 7 ] after many years (from my conversion), I 
came to bring alms to my nation, and offerings (from the 
Christians of Macedonia and Achaia, Rom. xv. 26.) 

- 18. Whereupon certain Jews (that came) from Asia 
found me purified in the temple (after the manner of the 
Nazariies, Acts xxi. 24. 26. and in compliance with the law 
of Moses concerning them that had a vow upon them, as then 
I had, xviii. 18. but I was there) neither with multitude, 
(i. e. concourse of any to profane the temple, as they ima- 
gined, xxi. 23.) nor with (any) tumult (made by m whilst 
I was there). 

19. Who (being my accusers) ought to have been here 
before thee, and object (it, as doubtless they would do) if 
they had aught against me. 

20. Or else, let these same here (who have assented to the 
accusation of Tertullus, ver. 9.) say, [ 8 ] if they have found 
any evil doing in me, whilst I stood before the council, 

21. Except it be (their pleasure to accuse me) for this one 
voice, that I cried standing among them, (viz. That) touch- 
ing the resurrection of the dead I am called in question by 
you this day. 

22. And when Felix heard these things, [ 9 ] having (as 
being many years a judge of that nation, ver. 9.) more per- 
fect knowledge of that way (Gr. rf/c oSou, of the way of 
Christianity), he deferred (the farther hearing of) them, 
and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down 
(to Ceesarea), I will know the uttermost of your matter 
(Gr. I shall know the business between you). 

23. And (then) he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, 
and to let him have liberty (from his bonds), and that he 
should forbid none of his acquaintance to minister or come 
to him. 

24. And after certain days, when Felix came with his 
wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess (who had left her hus- 
band Isis or Azizus, king of the Emisseni, and had married 
Felix, an uncircumcised person, contrary to the law), he 
sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith of 
Christ. 

25. And as he (Paul) reasoned of [ 10 ] righteousness, tem- 
perance (Gr. justice and continence), and (of) judgment to 
come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this 
time ; (and) when I have a convenient season, I will call 
for thee. 

26. He hoped also (being a taker of bribes) that money 
should have been given him of Paul, that he might loose 
him (from his chain): wherefore they sent for him the 
oftener, and communed with him. 

27. But [ n ] after two years (not of the government of 
Felix, ver. 10. but of St. PauVs imprisonment), Portius 
Festus came into Felix's room : and Felix, (being) willing 
to shew the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXIV. ' 

[*] Ver. 1. "0ITINE2 lvt$avi<xav rt{> riytyovi, Who informed 
the governor.] This word answers to the Hebrew JH», as it 
in Iliphel signifies to make known, shew, declare, appear; 

4G 
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and where a dative case follows, an accusative is to be un- 
derstood, and is most frequently added; as when Moses 
says, Exod. xxxiii. 13. IfupaviaSv fxot atavrbv, shetv to me 
thyself: thus Esther, hrfavtcz t<£ fiaaiku ™ rfc £7nj3ovA?ic, 
shewed or declared the conspiracy to the king, Esth. ii. 22. 
so John xiv. 21. How is it 5rc rj/uv fxiXXtte Efx<pavi%uv cnavrbv, 
that thou wilt manifest thyself to us, and not to the world? 
^And accordingly here and xxv. 2. 15. tavroie is to be under- 
stood, and the whole should be rendered, who shewed or de- 
clared themselves to the governor against Paul; not that 
they informed the governor; for the information follows, 
ver. 5, 6. and so our translators have rendered the word, 
xxiii. 22. and Heb. xi. 14. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. IloXXfic clpnvrjc rvyxavoimg dta <rov, Seeing we 
enjoy great peace by thee, &c] In this and in the following 
verses, the orator is guilty of sordid flattery and falsehood: 
for though it be true, that Felix did some kindness to the 
Jewish nation in delivering them from the thieves and the 
magicians which infested them, as Josephus* doth ac- 
knowledge ; yet that he otherwise was guilty of great injus- 
tice towards the Jews, and was on that account accused 
before Nero by the chief of the Jews dwelling at Caesarea, 
and had been punished for his wickedness, had not his bro- 
ther Pallas, who was then high in favour with Nero, suc- 
coured him, the same Josephus f testifies. (2.) That St. 
Paul moved the Jews to sedition against the government, 
or that he went about to profane the temple, was utterly 
false, see xxi. 28. and so was it also, that they took him to 
judge him according to their law; for they took him by 
violence, and drew him out of the temple, and went about 
to kill him without any judicial process, (xxi. 30, 31.) 

[ 3 ] Ver. 6. And would have judged him according to our 
law.'] From this, and from the complaint of violence used 
by Lysias in taking Paul out of their hands, it seemeth to 
appear, that the Jews still either had or claimed a power 
of inflicting death upon capital offenders against their law. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 14. After that way which they call heresy;] They 
accusing St. Paul as a ringleader rfic ru>v Na£cy>atwv alpi- 
<no)g, oftheheresy of the Nazarenes, that is, of the Christians, 
so styled both by Jew and gentile from their faith in Jesus 
of Nazareth. Now the word aipemg bears often an indif- 
ferent sense, both in the Scriptures, as when it is said, Acts 
xv. 5. that some believers were Ik rrjc tg)v <j>api(raio)v alpivtwe, 
of the sect ofthepharisees; and when the Jews at Rome in- 
quire of Paul, what he thought irzpl rfjc atp(<T£0)g ravryig, of 
the sect of Christians, xxviii. 22. and when St. Paul saith 
in commendation of himself, that he lived Kara rrjv dic/H- 
fitaraTriv alptmv, according to the exactest sect (or heresy) of 
their religion, xxvi. 5. and also in the ancient Jewish 
writers; as when Josephus gives an account of the three 
alpiattg, heresies, ox fyikoaofyiag, philosophical opinions of tho 
Jews, Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 2. et do Bello Jud. lib. ii. cap. 
12. yet seeing the prayer against the Christians, called be- 
racoth haminim, if we may credit the Jews, was made by 
R. Samuel in the time of Gamaliel ; and seeing Justin 
Martyr | doth inform us, that they very early sent their 
emissaries to all nations against the Christians, represent- 



* Antiq. lib. xx, cap. 6. De Bello Jud. lib. ii. cap. 12. 

tm a)iX$o* naXXam tra(euiA\ia'*rri awt^a^ct. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 7. 
? Cunlr. Trypb. p. 234, 2S5. 



ing them as aipwig a%tog koI avo/uoc, an atheistical and 
wicked heresy, wc have reason to believe, that in this sense 
they accused St. Paul as a ringleader of the heresy of the 
Nazarenes. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 15. Both of the just and of the unjust.] This 
seemeth necessarily to be added, because, the, doctrine of 
the pharisees, according to Josephus,* restrained the resur- 
rection to the just, condemning the unjust to perpetual tor- 
ments without any resurrection, the entrance into another 
body belonging only to the souls of the just. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 1G. 'Ev tovt^ 8c, And herein.] The critics say, that 
here and 2 Cor. v. 2. lv rovry signifies interim, interea, in 
the meantime, but I think without any necessity ; for in 
both places it may either signify Inl tovto, ob hanc rem, for 
this cause, or have relation to the former verse; so here lv 
rovTty hath relation to ekir&a ?xwv, and signifies having hope 
in this thing ; and in the other place it hath relation to 
8vrcc tv rtu <tk{)vu, and signifies being in this tabernacle, we 
groan. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 17. After many years I came to bring alms.] The 
alms brought by him from Antioch, (xi. 29, 30.) cannot be 
here intended, they being brought by him and Barnabas, 
but seven years at most after his conversion ; and nothing 
which he here relates touching purification, and concerning 
the Jews of Asia finding him in the temple, happening 
then ; but only when he went up to Jerusalem with the alms 
and oblations of the churches of Macedonia and Achaia ; 
then had he his vow upon him, (xviii. 18.) then did the Jews 
from Asia take hold of him in the temple, (xxi. 17.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 20. If they have found any evil doing in me while 
I stood before the council.] Hence it appears that ho thought 
not he did evil in saying to Ananias the high-priest, God 
shall smite thee, &c. 

P] Ver. 22. 'AKptfiicrrtpov £i§o>c ra 7np\ tTjq oSou.] It seems 
to me evident, that these words cannot admit the explica- 
tion of Grotius and others, that Felix deferred them that he 
might have a more exact knowledge of Christianity ; but 
that having his residence at Caesarea, where Cornelius the 
centurion and his friends were converted, where Philip the 
evangelist dwelt, and where there were many disciples, 
(xxi. 8. 10.) he became thus acquainted with the way of 
Christianity. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 25. Utpl diKaioavvriQ kolI iyKpartiag koi tov Kpifxaroe, 
Of justice and continency, and of the judgment to come.] Of 
this Felix, Tacitus f informs us, that " per omnem ssevitiam 
et libidinem jus regium servili ingenio exercuit," he prac- 
tised all cruelty and lust in his government, thinking that he 
might do{ " cunctomnlefoctiximpunh," all zuickedtiess ivith- 
ont punishment. And Josephus § informs 'us of Drusilla, 
that leaving her husband, king'lsis, she married with a hea- 
then Felix, doing evil, and transgressing ra narpia vo/.ufxa, 
the laws of her counti~y: to persons so unjust, St. Paul dis- 
coursed very appositely of justice and chastity, against 
which they had both so highly offended, as knowing that it 
was to little purpose to speak to them of Christianity till 
they forsook their sins : and discoursing also of a judgment 
to come, where Felix could not hope to escape unpunished, 



• KaJ rate f*h tlfyfxsv aitttv flrporr&ir&iu, rot? U parrM* tow arafati. Antiq. lib. 
xviii, cap. 2. Ka-ntgatvitr tU irifw a-xfjux th twv aya&afy ^*W, t>jv t\ T»r <fKnIX«v kXli-a 
<rt(A»iU xpXafarS-ai. Dc Bello Jud. lib. ii. cap. 12.p.T88. F. 

t Hisl.lib.Y.p.619. X Anml. 12. p. 265. 

§ Atiliq. Jud. lib. xxiii. cap. 5. p. 693. ' 
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as here he did, it is no wonder that Felix trembled; and 
that Drusilla did not so also, was an argument of her 
Jewish confidence, that she might then escape by being a 
daughter of Abraham. 

["] Ver. 27. Ateriag Se irXvpuOrfaris, But after two years.] 
Baronius is here mistaken, who conceives that these tivo 
years are the two first years of Nero's reign, whereas indeed 
he continued procurator, as Bishop Pearson saith, till the 
sixth year of Nero. The two years plainly relate to St. 
Paul's being taken by the Jews in the temple ; and put into 
the castle by the chief captain Lysias, which was, saith the 
same bishop, in the fourth year of Nero. 



CHAP. XXV. 

1. 1^1 OW when Festus was come into the (government of 
the) province, after three days he ascended from Caesarea 
to Jerusalem. 

2. Then the high-priest and the chief of the Jews informed 
him against Paul, and besought him, 

3. And desired (Gr. desiring this) favour against him, 
that he would send for him to Jerusalem, (they) [ x ] laying 
wait in the way to kill him. 

4. But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at 
Caesarea, and that he himself would depart shortly thither. 

5. Let them therefore, said he, which among you are 
able, go down with me, and accuse this man, if there be 
any wickedness in him (for which he ought to be punished 
by the Roman laws). 

6. And when he had tarried among them more than- ten 
days, he went downf/rom Jerusalem) to Caesarea; and the 
next day sitting in the judgment-seat (he) commanded 
Paul to be brought (before him). 

7. And when he was come, the Jews which came down 
from Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and 
grievous complaints against Paul, which they could not 
prove. 

8. While he answered for himself, (Gr. he apologizing, 
Tliat) [ 2 ] neither against the law of the Jews, (Acts xxviii. 
17.) nor against the temple, (xxiv. 12.) nor yet against 
Caesar, have I offended any thing at all. 

9. But Festus, (being) willing to do the Jews a pleasure, 
answered Paul, and said, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, 
and there be judged of these things before me? 

10. Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar's judgment-seat, 
where I (being a Roman) ought to be judged : to the Jews 
have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest; (they 
being now unable to prove any charge they lay against me, 
ver. 7.) 

11. Foriflbean offender (Gr. if indeed I have been tin- 
just), or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse 
not to die ; but if there be none of these things whereof 
they accuse me (true, or punishable by death), [ 3 ] no man 
may deliver me to them (who wait for an opportunity to 
kill me, ver. 3.) [ 4 ] I appeal unto Caesar. 

12. Then Festus, when he had [ 5 ] conferred with the 
council, answered, Hast thou (or, thou hast) appealed to 
Caesar; (and therefore) unto Caesar shaltthou go. 

13. And after certain days king Agrippa (tetrarch of 
Galilee) and Bernice (his sister) came to Caesarea to sa- 
lute Festus. 



14. And when they had been there many days, Festus 
declared Paul's cause to the king, saying, There is a cer- 
tain man left in bonds by Felix : 

15. About whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief 
priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, desiring to 
have judgment (of death, ver. 1G.) against bim. 

16. To whom I answered, (Gr. That) [ 6 ] it is not the 
manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, before 
that he who is accused have the accusers face to face, and 
have licence to answer for himself concerning the crime 
laid against him. 

17. Therefore, when they were come hither, without any 
delay on the morrow I sat on the judgment-seat, and com- 
manded the man to be brought forth. 

18. Against whom when the accusers stood up, they 
brought no accusation of such things as I supposed (they 
would, no charge of sedition or of offence against the Roman 
laivs): ' ■ 

19. But had certain questions against him of their own 
superstition, and of (L e. concerning) one Jesus, who was 
dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive (again). 

20. And because I doubted (whether I ought to judge) 
of such manner of questions, I asked him whether he would 
go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters. 

* 21. But when Paul had appealed to be reserved to the 
hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I 
might send him to Caesar. 

• 22. .Then Agrippa said to Festus, I would also hear the 
man myself. To-morrow, said he, thou shalt hear him. 

; 23. And on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and 
.Bernice, [*] with great pomp (or retinue), and was entered 
into the place of hearing, with the chief captains, and prin- 
cipal men of the city, at Festus's commandment Paul was 
brought forth. 

24. And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all (ye) men 
which are here present with us, ye see this man, about 
whom all the multitude of the Jews have dealt with (or be- 
sought) me, both at Jerusalem, and also here, crying (out) 
that he ought not to live any longer. 

25. But when I found that he had committed nothing 
worthy of death, and that he himself hail appealed to Au- 
gustus, I have determined to send him. 

26. Of whom I have no certain thing to write to my 
lord. Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and 
especially before thee, O king Agrippa, that, after exami- 
nation had (of him), I might have somewhat to write. 

27. For it seemeth to me unreasonable to send a pri- 
soner, and not withal to signify the crimes laid against him. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXV. 

[ l ] Ver. 3. LAYING wait in the way to kill Mm.] We 
need not wonder that the high-priest, and chief of the 
Jews, should be thus bloody-minded against Paul, when 
about this time they were arming one against the other. ^ 
For at the latter end of the procuratorship of Felix, Jose- 
phus* informs us, that there was, rote apxuptvm ardaig 7rpb$ 
rove hp&Q) koItovq 7rpu>TOvgrov 7rX^0ovc rtuv 'hpoaoXvfiiTwv, a 
sedition betwixt the high-priests, and the priests, and chief 
men of Jerusalem, and that every one of them gathered a 
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bandrof the most bold and seditious men, and became a 
leader of them; and that they reviled, and threw stones at 
one another; and that tho high-priests were so impudent, 
as to send their servants to take away the tithe-corn of the 
priests, so that some of them perished for hunger. 

[*] Vcr. 8. Neither against the law of the Jeivs.] For ho 
had committed nothing against the customs of their fathers, 
(xxviii. 17.) and to theJeivs he becameas a Jew, (1 Cor. ix. 
20.) nor against the templo, for he had not profaned it, 
nor raised any tumult in it, (xxiv.18.) nor against Caesar, 
whom he commanded all men to obey as God's ordinance. 
(Rom. xiii.) 

[ 3 ] Vcr. II. Ovddg fit dvvarai x a pi<* a( *% ai avTdtg, No man 
can deliver me to them.'] L e. No man can justly do it; I 
being not only an innocent person, having done them no 
wrong, (ver. 10.) but also a Roman, and therefore one who 
ought to bo judged not by them, or their laws, but at the 
tribunal of Caesar, by the Roman laws : so the word Ivvarai 
is often used to signify that only which may be lawfully 
done, as, v. g. Exod. viii. 26. oh Svvarai ytviaOai ovtu>, it is 
not meet so to do; Deut. xii.17. ov Suv/jcrp <j>dyuv, thoumayest 
not eat of it within thy gates; Acts x.47. rig dvvarai; who 
can forbid water? (Sec the note on Mark ii.19.) 

[ 4 ] I appeal unto CtesarJ] Hence it appears that St Paul 
owned even Nero for his prince and supreme governor upon 
earth; and, (2.) that in cases of necessity, Christians may 
have recourseeven to heathen judicatures, especially when 
they have to do with persons who are aliens from the faith. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 12. ^v\\a\ri<rag fisra tov av/ifiovXiov, Conferring 
with the council.'] Not with the council of the Jews, as 
Chrysostom conceives ; for they never would have advised 
him to admit of St. Paul's appeal, or to send him to Caesar 
out of their reach ; but, as Grotius saith, with his own Ro- 
man council, which assisted him. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 10. It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver 
any man to die before — he have his accusersface to face, &c] 
Thus Philo* saith of them, that they yielded themselves to 
be common judges, hearing equally the accusers and defend- 
ants, and condemning no man unheard. And Appian in 
Grotius saith the same : this also was the law of tho Jews, 
to which Nicodcmus appealed in the case of Christ, John 
vii. 51. 

(7] Vcr. 23. Mbtcl TroXkr\Q $avTaalaQ,With great pomp.] i. e. 
With a great train of attendants, as the word signifies in 
Laertius, when he saith,f Bion had fyavraaiav aKo\ovQ7}<?av 
airy, a great train of mariners following him; or .with great 
splendour, as when Athenion % was carried to Athens in a 
chair of state with silver and purple hangings, the people 
ran out to see the sight, no Roman ever entering the city, lv 
ToaavTTQ <pavraatq> in so great splendour; though after there 
is mention of many servants going before, and following 
after him, which makes for the first sense. See more in- 
stances of this acceptation of the word in Dr. Bois on the 
place. And to them add that of Bardesancs in Euscbius, 
that the Bastrian women appeared on horses adorned with 
gold and jewels, fiira 7roAAfje tpavraaiag, with great pomp, 
and with a train ofyoungmenand maidens attending them. 
(Euscb. Proep. Evan. lib. vi. cap. 10. p. 276.) 



x»* a£t«V«;. In Flaccum, p. 759. 

t In Vita Bionis. ♦ Athen. lib. r. p, 212. C. 



CHAP. XXVL 



1. JL HEN Agrippa said to Paul, Thou art permitted to 
speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth his hand (to 
the people to keep silence), and ( then he) answered for him- 
self ; (saying,) 

2. [*] I think myself happy (i. e> I judge it no small ad- 
vantage to me and my cause), king Agrippa, because (that) 
I shall answer for myself this day before thee, touching all 
the thingswhereof I am accused of the Jews : 

3. Especially because I know* thee to be (not only a 
person of a good temper and sedate mind, but also) expert 
in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: 
wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. 

4. My manner of life from my youth, which was at the 
first among my own nation at Jerusalem, (where I was bred 
up at the feet of Gamaliel, xxii. 3.) know all the Jews ; 

5. Who knew (this of) me from the beginning, if they 
would testify (the truth of me), that [ 2 ] after the most 
straitest sect of our religion I lived a phariscc. 

6. [ 3 ] And now I stand, and am judged for tho hope (%<rrr\Ka 
Kpiv6/iivoQ 1-k IknlBi, I stand questioned about the hope) 
of the promise made of God to our fathers, (I saying, that 
it is accomplished by the coming of Jesus Christ ; and that 
this is proved by the resurrection of him from the dead; they 
denying his resurrection, and therefore- expecting the ac- 
complishment of this promise by the coming of some other 
person to be their Messiah) : 

7. [ 4 ] To which promise (of the Messiah) our twelve 
tribes, instantly (or earnestly) serving God day and night, 
hope (yet) to come. For which hope's sake (irept t/c &t<- 
8oc, concerning which hope), king Agrippa, I am accused 
of the Jews, (for saying, that Jesus, whom they have cru- 
cified, God hath raised from the dead, and that he is the 
hope of Israel, xxviii. 10. some of them saying, on the con- 
trary, that there is no resurrection of the dead at all ; others 
denying that Christ is risen from the dead. 

8. Of the first I inquire,) Why should it be thought (ri 
KpivBTai, why is it judged) a thing incredible with you, that 
God (infinite in power and wisdom) should (be able to) 
raise the dead ? 

9. (As for the second, I was once of their opinion ; for) 
I verily thought withmyself, that I ought to do many things 
contrary to tho name of Jesus of Nazareth (i. e. in oppo- 
sition to those who believed that he was the Christ, and that 
he was risen from the dead). 

10. Which thing I also did in Jerusalem ; and many of 
the saints (i. e. the Christians) did I shut up in prison, 
having received authority from the chief priests (and el- 
ders so to do, xxii. 5.) and when they were put to death, I 
gave my voice against them, (i. e. I, in the instance of St. 
Stephen, approved of the sentence, viii. 1.) 

11. And I punished them oft in every synagogue (where 
I found any of them), and (by these punishments) compelled 
them to blaspheme (the name of Jesus); and being ex- 
ceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them (forcing 
them to fly from Judea) even to strange cities. 

12. Whereupon as I went to Damascus (the metropolis 
of Syria), with authority and commission from the chief 
priests, (that if I found any of them there in the Jewish 
synagogues, I should bring them bound to Jerusalem, ix. 2.) 

13. At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from 
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heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about 
me and (about) them which journeyed with me. 

14. And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a 
voice speaking to me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutcst thou me? it is (or will be) 
hard for thee to kick against the pricks, (i. e. to fight against 
God. Sec ix. 5.) 

15. And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I 
am Jesus (of Nazareth) whom thou persecutest. 

16. But rise, and stand upon thy feet : for 1 have ap- 
peared to thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister 
and a witness both of those things which thou hast seen 
(now), and of those things in which (i. e.for the discovery 
of which) I will appear to thee ; 

17. (And in testifying of them, I will be tvith thee,) deli- 
vering thee from the people (of the Jews), and ( of) the 
gentiles, to whom now I send thee, 

18. To open their (blind) eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and ( an) inherit- 
ance among them that are sanctified by faith that is in me. 

10. Whereupon, O king* Agrippa (having had this con- 
vincing testimony of the resurrection of this Jesus), [ 5 ]Iwas 
not disobedient to the heavenly vision: 
^20. But shewed first to them of Damascus (where this 
vision happened), and (then to them) at Jerusalem, and 
(so) throughout all the coasts of Judea, and then to the 
gentiles, that they (of the Jews) should repent (of their 
great sin in crucifying this Jesus), and (should) turn to God, 
and do works meet for (Gr; meet works of) repentance. 

21. For these causes the Jews caught me (as I was) in 
the temple, and went about to kill me, (xxi. 31.) 

22. Having therefore obtained help of God, (according 
to the promise made by Jesus, vcr. 17.) I continue to this 
day, witnessing both to small and great ( the resurrection 
of Jesus; and in this) saying none other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses did say should come (to pass: 

23. Viz J[ 6 ] That Christ (the Messiah of the Jews) should 
suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from 
the dead, (so as to return no more to death, Acts xiii. 34.) 
and ( that he) should shew light to the people, and to the 
gentiles. 

24. And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with 
aloud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning 
doth make thee mad (or transport thee). 

25. But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus ; but 
I speak forth the words of truth and soberness (or, of a 
sound mind). 

26. For the king knowcth of these things, before whom 
also (rrobg Sv k<u, to whom therefore) I speak freely (of 
them) : for I am persuaded that none of these things ( con- 
cerning the resurrection of Christ, or even my conversion,) 
are hidden from him ; for this thing was not done in a cor- 
ner (but was qf public cognizance). 

27. King Agrippa, believcst thou the prophets (to whose 
testimonies I appeal for the truth of Christ's sufferings and 
his resurrection? ver. 22, 23.) I know that thou believcst 
(them; to them therefore I remit thee). 

28. Then Agrippa said to Paul, [*] Almost thou per- 
suadest me to be a Christian. 

29. And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, 
but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and 



altogether such as I am, except these bonds (u e. as to 
faith in CJirist, though not as to the bond I suffer for it). 

30." And when he had thus spoken, the king r.ose up, 
and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them : 

31. And when they were gone aside, they talked between 
themselves, saying, This man doth nothing worthy of death 
or of bonds (by the Roman laws, by which he is to be 
judged). 

32. Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might 
have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed to Cassar 
(to whose judgment he is thereforenow to be reserved). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXVI. 

['] Ver. 2. "HrHMAI IfiavTov fiamptov, I count myself 
happy.} Though this phrase may signify no more than, 
I look upon it as a considerable advantage, as when we call 
a lucky man a happy man, and so the word fiampiog and 
Felix are often used in profane authors, and ^^ in the He- 
brew, as when Leah calls her son Ashur, Gen. xxx. 13. 
saying, I am happy, for the daughters shall call me happy; 
and Jeremy inquires, wherefore are all they happy, i. e. 
prosperous, tvho deal very treacherously? (see Psal. 
exxvii. 5. exxviii. 3. exxxvii. 8, 9.) yet I believe theapo- 
stlc here respects not any personal advantage, but the 
benefit Christianity might receive from what he was to 
say before a person so able to judge of it. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 5. Kara ty)v aKptfitorarrw alpwiv, &C According to 
the exactest sect of our religion, I lived a pharisee.~\ That 
they were so according to the opinion of the Jews, Jose- 
phus* testifies, by saying, this was a sect of the Jews, which 
was thought zvatfiiartpov tlvai rwv aXXwv, kclX rovg vofiovg 
aKQifilartpov a<j>t)yti<jQcu, to be more, pious than others, and 
more exact in the interpretation of their laws, that they didf 
fxiya <j>povovv lir aicpi(5u)<rzi rot) 7rarpqjou vofxov, esteem highly of 
themselves for their exactness in the law, and that they were 
the sect ol Trtpl to, Trurpta vofxtpa Sokoikti rwv aXkwv aKpifitty 
liafyignv, who seemed to excel others in their exact knowledge 
of the customs of their father s,% koI ol Sokovvtbq fizr aicpifiziag 
l%r\yu<rOat ra v6fitfxa, and to be most exact in the interpreta- 
tion of their laws: and indeed, comparatively, they seem 
to have been the exactest of their celebrated sects ; for the 
sadducees, by denying the resurrection, and all future pu- 
nishments, took away the rewards of a virtuous, and gave 
liberty to a vicious life. The Essenes, being Jews by na- 
ture, were guilty of a great schism, in separating them-' 
selves wholly from the worship of the temple, and of equal 
disobedience in not bringing their sacrifices^ to the temple, 
and of idolatry in making prayers or religious addresses)) 
to the sun, as Josephus, who lived three years among them, 
testifies, if Trpoc avrov refers to rJXiov; but seeing the same 
Josephus saith, that they were -n-phg to Qztov 28/wc €V(T£j3ac» 
especially religious towards God, and brings the words 
following as a proof of that, I think these prayers were 
offered rather to God than to the sun. (See the note on 
Colos. ii. 22, 23.) 

* DeBello Jud. lib. 5. cap. 4. t Antiq. lib.xvii. cap.3. 

t DeBello Jud. lib. £1. cap. 12. p. 788. E, 

§ Ad templum donaria mittentes, flyWa? ovx iTrrriXoiJcn, Jut^ojoTUTi Aymuv a? vofAt- 
{oisv xal &* auro tijyo/xivot tov xoivou Ti/*ivi'c>y*aT0$, i<f>* aurZv t£? Svcrfa? IffmXovcri. 
Antiq. lib. x? iii. cap. 2. p. 617. G. 

d Priusqnam orialar Sol, nihil profani loquuntur, irarptov: tf tiva$ i'c A vrlv lu^a? 
&T7rig IxrrnJovTfc eivttrtXxai. De Kcllo Jud, lib; ii. cap. 11. p. 785, E. ^ 
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[ 3 ] Vcr.G, 7. And now I stand and am judged for the 
hope of the promise made to our fathers.] Why St. Paul 
here speaks as if he were questioned touching the article 
of the resurrection of the dead in general, see the note on 
xxiii. G. and why he speaks of the twelve tribes, see note 
on James i. 1. but whereas he styles the resurrection, the 
promise made to their fathers, and saith, the twelve tribes 
served God in expectation of it, this needs a little expli- 
cation, because many deny that any such promise was 
made to the fathers, or can bo found in the Old Testament. 

1 therefore assert, 

First, That it is evident from the history of the Macca- 
bees and other writings, both sacred and profane, that the 
Jews then, and the pharisees afterward, did believe the 
resurrection of the body. Thus the second son saith, 

2 Mace. vii. 9. TJie King of the world shall raise as up, who 
have died for his laws, unto everlasting life, dc alwviov ava- 
filwmv %u)?}Q avaoTiiau* the third and fourth express their 
hope to be raised up by God to life again, ver. 11. 14. and 
the mother of them bids them not doubt, but the Creator 
of the world would give them breath and life again. That 
the pharisees believed this doctrine, we learn not only from 
Josephus, but from their satisfaction that Christ had put 
the sadducees to silence in that matter, Matt. xxii. 34. 
and for their stickling for St. Paul himself upon this decla- 
ration, that he was called in question for the hope of the 
resurrection, Acts xxiii. 9. 

Secondly, That they conceived this hope was built upon 
the covenant of God made with them, and the promise of 
God made to them, is also evident from their words; for 
the last of these seven martyrs is introduced, saying, Our 
brethren are dead under God's covenant of everlasting life, 
ver. 3G. Josephus* introduceth the mother of these seven 
children, comforting her dying sons with those words of 
Moses, I kill, and I make alive, Deut. xxxii. 39. and it is 
your life and length of days, ver. 47. and that of Solo- 
mon, Prov. iii. 18. Wisdom is a tree of life to them that lay 
hold on her, and that of Ezekiel, xxxvii. 3. Shall these dry 
bones live? 

Thirdly, They had just reason both from the law and. 
prophets for this hope; from the law, for thence our Saviour 
proves the resurrection of the body, Matt. xxii. 31, 32. 
(See the note there.) And that our Saviour did not there 
argue for the felicity of the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob only, is evident from this, that he argues for some- 
thing future, which should happen to them orav hvaaruxn, 
when they shall arise ; whereas in truth, and in the opinion 
of the Jews themselves, the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, were with God already; Josephusf saith, that they 
who die for God, £wtn r£ 9a£ wenrgp 'Aj3paaju, "laaaK, koI 
'IaKw/3, koI 7ravr£c oi Trarpiapx a h shall live with God, OS do 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the patriarchs. 

2. From the prophets ; the words of Daniel being these, 
many of them that slept in the dust shall awake, some to 
everlasting life^ and some to everlasting confusion, xii. 2. 
where note, that though men in misery and affliction arc 
sometimes said to sit, or dwell in the dust, Isa. xxvi. 19. 
xxvii. 1. Nehem. iii. 18. yet ol kclOsvSovtzs, they that sleep 
.in the dust, doth always signify they that die, as Job vii. 21. 
xx. 11. xxi. G. and hath no other sense in Scripture. And, 



* De Maccab.cap. 18. p. 11 Oi, 110?. 



t Ibid, cap, 17. p. 1100. 



(2.) that though men that sit in the dust may be raised out 
of that afflicted, into a very comfortable and pleasant state, 
yet, seeing they must shortly die, they can in no propriety 
of speech be said to arise to life eternal. (3.) From the 
law and the prophets ; for, saith St. Paul, xxiv. 14, 15. I 
rvorship the God of our fathers, believing all things that are 
written in the law and the prophets, having hope that there 
shall be a resurrection both of the just and the unjust ; and 
here, ver. 23. I say nothing but wliat is contained in the 
law and the prophets, that Christ shall be the first 1% ava- 
araVgwc vck/owv, of those that rise from the dead, plainly 
insinuating, that the resurrection of others after Christ 
was contained in the law and the prophets. Hence the 
apostle tells us, that the champions of the Jewish church 
all died in faith, in expectation of a better resurrection, 
Heb. xi. 35. 39. " 

And, lastly, that this hope was rightly built upon the 
covenant of God, that he would be their God, (Gen. xvii. 7.) 
is evident, for that to be the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, is to be that God, who will raise them from the 
dead, we learn from our Saviour's argument, Matt. xxii. 32. 
and that he was therefore called their God, because he had 
prepared for them a heavenly city, from Heb. xi. 15. and 
from his promise made to the spiritual seed of Abraham, 
according to those words of the apostle, Gal. iii. 29. If 
ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed; and heirs ac- 
cording to the promise (see the note there). And, (3.) from 
the promise of entering into his rest, Heb. iv. 3. 9. (see 
the note there). And, (4.) from the promise of a Messiah, 
it being one of their fundamental articles, that their Messiah 
shall raise the dead, and bring them into paradise. (See 
Maimonides Expl. 10. Tract. Sanhedrin, p. 136. and Dr. 
Pocock's notes, p. 109, 110.) And, lastly, this seems evident 
from the nature of the thing; for God being the Father of our 
spirits, which are immortal, and must live for ever, it is 
absurd to think his promises to the obedient should relate 
only to this present life, and yet he should engage them to 
be faithful to the death, and suffer here the worst of evils 
for his sake ; since if they had hope only in this life, they 
must of oilmen be most miserable. (1 Cor. xv. 19.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 7. To which promise to SwSgfcetyvXoi* yjx&v, &c. 
our twelve tribes — hope to come.] That some of the twelve 
tribes remained in, and some of them returned to, the land 
of Israel, see proved, note on James i. 1. Why St. Paul 
saith he was questioned touching this hope of the resurrec- 
tion in the' general, when he was only questioned concern- 
ing the resurrection of Christ from the dead, see the chief 
reason, note on xxiv. 15. To which add, that St. Paul 
connects these things thus, because in the truth of the 
thing, and according to the testimony of the apostles, and 
even the sentiments of the Jews, the resurrection was to be 
effected by the Messiah, or by Jesus Christ, saying, that 
God would raise us up by Jesus, (1 Thess. iv. 4.) and that 
God had appointed him to be the judge both of the quick and 
dead, (Acts x. 47.) and had given assurance that he would 
judge all men by him, in that he had raised htm from the 
dead, (Acts xvii. 31.) he being risen as the first that should 
risefrom the dead (ver. 23. of this chapter), or the first-fruits 
of them that sleep. (1 Cor.xv. 22.) Hence it is so expressly 
noted, iv. 1, 2. that the sadducees were grieved, not that 
the apostles declared that Jesus was the Christ, or that he 
was risen, but that they taught through Jesus the resurrcc- 
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lion from the dead. Note also, that he represents this as 
the hope of the twelve tribes, though it was denied by the 
sadducees; because, as Josephus* informs us, ug okiyovg 
avdpag ovtoq 6 \6yog afktTo, they were but few, and these 
few when they designed to be magistrates were forced to 
profess the doctrine, of the pharisees, Sia rb firj aXXwc avefc- 
rovg ytviaQai rolg irknQtmv, seeing the common people would 
not otherwise have endured them. And that the apostle 
here spake with respect to the doctriue of the sadducees, 
appeareth from the following words, ver. 8. Wliy should it 
be judged a thing incredible that God should raise the dead? 
It being only the sect of the sadducees, which held tliis in- 
credible, and that which did exceed even the power of God. 
(Matt.xxii. 29.) 

[ 5 ] Ver. 19. I was not disobedient to the heavenly visio?i.] 
For, saith Grotius, though this vision gave him sufficient 
conviction of the truth, it left it in his power to obey or 
disobey it, as you will find it proved in the appendix to 
the sixth chapter of the Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 

[«] Ver. 23. El TraOrjrbg 6 Xptarbg, That Christ hath suf- 
fered.] To a, dvrt tovoti. EI here being put for on, that, saith 
(Ecumcnius. (Sec note on 1 Tim. v. 10. Heb.iii.'ll.) 

[ 7 ] Ver, 28. *Ev oX'tyy fit irrfOsic, &c. Almost thou per- 
suadest vie to be a Christian.'] So Plato, tyvwv ovv koL 7repl 
woirrrwv Iv 6\iyy tovto, I almost knew the same touching the 
poets; and lw 6\iyov is interpreted x^ov, schol. Aristoph. 
p. 837. And that they, who interpret these words thus, 
tvouldest thou in so little timepersuade me to be a Christian ? 
must mistake, is evident from the following words of the 
apostle, I would to God, that not only iv bXlyy, a\X iv 
TToWy, all that hear me were not almost only, but altogether 
such as I am. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

1. AND when it was determined that we should sail into 
Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other. prisoners to 
one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus's band ( i. e. 
of the band of the legion of Augustus). 
* 2. And entering into a ship of Adramyttium (a sea-town 
ofMysia), we launched (forth), meaning to sail by the 
coasts of Asia; [*] one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of 
Thessalonica (and a companion of Paul), being with us. 

3. And the next day we touched at Sidon. And (there) 
Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to 
go to his friends to refresh himself. 

4. And when we had launched from thence, we sailed un- 
der Cyprus, because the winds were contrary (to us). 

5. And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and 
Pamphylia, wc came to Myra, a city of Lycia. 

C. And there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria 
sailing into Italy; and he put us therein. 

7. And when we had sailed slowly many days, and 
scarce were come over against Cnidus, the wind not suf- 
fering us (to go on directly), wc sailed under Crete, over 
against (the promontory of) Salmonc ; 

8. And, hardly passing (by) it, came to a place which is 
called Tho fair havens ; nigh whereunto was the city of 
Lasca. 

9. Now when much time was spent, and when [ 2 ] sailing 



* Antiq. Jnd. lib. xtiu, cap, 2. p. 617. 



was now dangerous, because the (yearly) fast (of expia- 
tion) was now already past, Paul admonished them, 

10. And said to them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage 
will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading 
and ship, but also of our lives. 

11. Nevertheless the centurion believed the master and 
the owner of the ship, more than those things which were 
spoken by Paul. 

12. And because the haven was not commodious to 
winter in, the most part (of the passengers) advised (us) 
to depart thence also, if by any means they might attain to 
Phenice to winter (there); which (Phenice) is a haven of 
Crete, and lieth towards the south-west and north-west 

13. And when the south wind blew softly, supposing 
that they had obtained their purpose, loosing (from that 
haven), [ 3 ] they sailed close by Crete. 

14. But not long after there arose against it (the ship) 
[ 4 ] a tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon. 

15. And when the ship was caught (i. e. driven along 
by it), and [ 5 ] could not bear up into (i.e. resist) the wind, 
we let her drive. 

16. And running under .a certain island which is called 
Clauda, we had much work to come by the boat (i. e. to 
draiv it to us): 

17. Which when they had taken up, they used helps, 
undergirding the ship (with ropes, to preserve it from split- 
ting) ; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quick- 
sands, (they) struck sail, and so were driven. 

18. And being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the 
next day they lightened the ship ; 

. 19. And the third day we cast out with our hands the 
tackling of the ship. 

20. And when neither sun nor stars in many days ap- 
peared, and no small tempest lay upon us, all hope that 
we should be saved (or escape) was then taken away. 

21. .But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the 
midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened to 
me, and [ 6 ] not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained 
(i. e. sustained) this harm and loss. 

22. And now I exhort you to be of good cheer : for there 
shall be no loss of (any maris) life among you, but of the 
ship (only). 

23. For there stood by me this night the angel of God, - 
whose (apostle) I am, and whom I serve, 

24. Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before 
Caesar: arid, lo, God hath given thee (the life of) all them 
that sail with thee (provided they will hearken unto thee). 

25. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe (in) 
God, (and therefore rest assured) that it shall be even as it 
was told me. 

26. Hovvbeit we must be cast upon a certain island. 

27. But (and) when the fourteenth night was come, as 
we were driven up and down in Adria, about midnight the 
shipmen deemed that they drew near to some country; 

28. And (they) sounded (with their plummet), and found 
it twenty fathoms (of water): and when they had gone a 
little farther, they sounded again, and found it (the water) 
fifteen fathoms (deep). 

29. Then fearing lest they should havo fallen upon 
rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished 
for the day (that by the help of the light they might discern 
theshore). 
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30. And as the sbipracn were about (Gr. and theshipmen 
seeking) to flee out of the ship,f to that end) when they Imd 
let down the boat into the sea, under colour as if they would 
have cast anchor out of tho foreship, 

31. Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, 
(7] Except these (mariners) abide in the ship (to conduct 
it), ye cannot be saved. 

32. Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and 
let her fall off. 

33. And while the day was coming on, Paul besought 
thcin all to take meat (i. e. lie exhorted them to eat, till the 
day appearing they might employ themselves otherwise), say- 
ing, pJThis day is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried 
and continued fasting, having eaten nothing ft. e. observed 
no times of eating). 

34. Wherefore I pray you to take some meat : for this is 
for your health (and let not the fear of death hinder you): 
for there shall not a hair fall from the head of any of you 
(ye shall not die). 

35. And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and 
gave thanks to God in the presence of them all: and when 
he had broken it, he began to eat 

36. Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took 
some meat. 

37. And we were in all in the ship two hundred three- 
score and sixteen souls (L e. persons). 

38. And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the 
ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea. 

39. And when it was day, they knew not the land : but 
they discovered a certain creek, with a shore, into which 
they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship. 

40. And when they had taken up the anchors, they com- 
mitted themselves to the sea, and loosed the rudder-bands, 
and hoisted up the mainsail to the wind, and made towards 
shore. 

41. And falling into a place where two seas met, they 
ran the ship on ground : and the forepart stuck fast, and 
remained immoveable, but the hinder-part was broken with 
the violence of the waves. 

42. And tho soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, 
lest any of them should swim out, and escape (justice). 

43. But the centurion, (being) willing to save Paul, 
kept them from their purpose ; and commanded that they 
who could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, 
and get to land. 

44. And tho rest ( got) some on boards, and some on 
broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that 
they escaped all safe to land. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XXVII. 

[ x ] Ver. 2. ONE Aristarchus.1 He was a convert of Ma- 
cedonia, who accompanied Paul in his travels from Mace- 
donia to Jerusalem, (Acts xix. 29. xx.4.) was a coadjutor 
with him in the work of the gospel, (Philem. 24.) went with 
him to Rome, and was thero in bonds with him, (Colos. iv. 
10.) and is therefore hero taken notice of as a companion 
of St. Paul's. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 9. And sailing teas now dangerous, Sta to ical r^v 
vr}<rrdav 7]St] 7rapt\i}\v0{vai, because the fast was now already 
past.] That is,' the annual fast of expiation for the sins of 
the people of Israel, which began on the tenth of the month 



Tisri, answering to the twenty-fifth of our September, was 
already past, and so the time of sailing became dangerous 
by reason of tho winter, and of the Michaelmas flows which 
were then upon the sea. Thus Philo * informs us, that this 
feast of tabernacles was held fizra rrjv fxzTonwptviiv lar^izpiav, 
after the winter equinoctial; and the same feast of taber- 
nacles, which was on the fifteenth of the same month, is 
said by Josephusf to be celebrated, rpzirofilvov to Aonrov 
tov Kaipov TTpbg ttjv xwh l0v fy>«v, when it began to be ivin- 
ter: and Philo $ adds, that Flaccus was carried from Egypt 
to Rome, apxofi ivov x"/*£voc, at the beginning of winter, 
zdzi yap auTov teal twv zv OakdrTq (j>o(5zpu>v anoXavaat, it being 
fit that he who had disturbed all things by land should be 
disturbed by the tempests of the sea; and in his Lcgatio ad 
Flaccum,§ he saith, that the beginning of autumn was 
tzXzvtcuoq ttXovc to7c OaXarrzvovaiv, the last time for mariners 
to put to sea* Sec more of this in Dr. Hammond's note 
upon the place. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 13. ^Atrtrov 7rapzXlyovro rr}v Kp^rrjv, They sailed 
close by Crete.] The Vulgar hath made this the proper 
name of a place, and indeed there was such a place near 
Troas and Mitylene, mentioned Acts xx. 13, 14. but that 
was at too wide a distance from Crete to be here men- 
tioned ; there were four other places of that name men- 
tioned by Schmidius here, but none of them were near 
Crete; Stcphanus, as he is cited by Lorinus, saith, Assos 
is 7roXfxvtov Kpirrw, a little city of Crete; but then Pliny in- 
forms us that it was not a sea-port, but situated "in Medi- 
terranco," in the Mediterranean, lib. iv. cap. 12. p. 213. 
Others therefore think this is an adverb, used by Homer, 
Hcsiod, and Herodotus, to signify quickly, or near to the 
place, as Phavorinus and other grammarians say it doth, 
and so the whole should be rendered thus, loosing from the 
incommodious harbour, mentioned ver. 12. vrith a favour- 
able wind, " propius practcrlcgebant Cretam," they sailed 
by Crete near to it. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 14. "Avzfiog tv^wvikoq, 6 Kakovfizvog Ev^okAvoW, A 
tempestuous wind called Euroclydon.~] " Ventus typhoni- 
cus/' saith Pliny,|| is a whirlwind, and the name of it here 
mentioned is thought by Grotius, Bochart, and Dr. Ham- 
mond, to be EupoaKvAwvj as it is rendered by the Vulgar, 
that is, the north-east wind, that being opposite to the south- 
west wind, mentioned ver. 12. . 

[ 5 ] Ver. 15. We could not, avTo<pOd\fiuv t$ avlfiy, bear up 
against the witid.'] So the word properly imports, but me- 
taphorically, we could not resist or stand up against the 
force of it ; so Polybius 1f saith of the Messcnians, that they 
could not, avro({>6a\fiuv npbg to fiapog rwv AaKzdatfioviwv, 
resist the force of the Lacedemonians; and that they could 
not 7rpbg rrjv bpfirjv avro^aXfxziv, resist their impressions. 
(See more instances in Budasus and Bois.) 

[ 6 ] Ver. 21. "ESei filv ^ avayzaOai, You should not have 
loosed from Crete, KZpSfiaai rz rr)V v(5ptv ravrr^v kol ttjv Zrifitav, 
to have gained this harm and loss.] Great industry is used 
here to carry off these words from their native sense, to 
make vfiptg signify a tempest, and xzplalvziv, to escape, 
whereas there ncedeth no such artifice, for it was indeed 
vfipic, an infamy to them to be such unskilful mariners as 



* In Flaccum, p. 760. 

t lbi.1. p. 761. 

I H. Nat. lib. ii, cap. 41. 



f Antiq. lib. iii. cap. 10. F. 
§ P. 770. B. 
% Lib. it. 
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to put to sea when the season of the year rendered their 
voyage so dangerous; and having been forced for their own 
safety to lighten the ship, and to cast out some of her lading 
and tackling to preserve themselves, they might well be 
said, KtpSaivttv ttjv t,-t\\iiav ravrr\v, ," jacturam hanc lucri in 
loco ponere," or to count this loss their gain; the particle 
firjj which here seems necessary to be repeated, shews that 
KtpHaivuv here cannot signify to escape, seeing the sense 
would then run thus, Ye should not have escaped this loss. 
Though, since mpSatvuv seems to bear this sense in those 
words of Aristotle,*; oj Kara \6yov X,y\\iiav $v \aj3ctv, rov to 
Totovrov KcpSatvovra svtvjq} <pafitv, ive call him fortunate who 
escapes that punishment or damage he reasonably might have 
suffered; in this sense the words run thus, You should not 
have loosed from Crete, but stayed there, that you might 
have escaped this infamy and loss. . * 

P] Ver. 31. Except these abide in the ship ye cannot be 
saved.] This shews, as Grotius well notes, that what was 
said, ver. 21. was to be understood with this limitation, 
" si me audiatis," if ye ivill hearken to my counsel; and 
also with this proviso, that you will do that which is in your 
power, aud God hath given you skill and ability to do ; 
those that could swim being saved by swimming, and they 
that could not by getting upon boards and broken planks 
of the ship : (ver. 43, 44.) for in all promises in which God is 
said to give this or that, this must be understood, because 
he hath already given that which he hath given us, faculties, 
or abilities and wisdom to obtain ; so that we cannot want 
or fall short of it, unless we wilfully neglect to use the fa- 
culties which God hath given us for that end : they there- 
fore having with them mariners, skilled in conducting of the 
ship, and power sufficient to retain them in it, St. Paul in- 
forms them, that God's promise of their safety, was to be 
effective by their means, and belonged not. to them who 
fully neglected them. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 33. Tliis is the fourteenth day that ye have con- 
tinned fasting, having taken nothing.'] It being impossible 
for them, without a miracle, to continue fasting fourteen 
days without eating any thing, some render the words thus, 
You have continued expecting the fourteenth day as a critical 
day, which they were either to find safety in, or were not 
like to outlive; but as we read nothing of such a critical 
day, so the woWrj kalna, long fasting, mentioned ver. 21. 
and continued till this day, proves the contrary. The 
meaning therefore seems to be this, that they had not set 
times of eating, but what they ate was seldom, little, and 
without order, or assembling together for that end. Thus 
Zetzes saith,f that Hesiod speaks thus, ovSi n cm-ov riaOtov, 
they ate no meat, Sta to juriS* Iv tolq KaipoTg rwv TpairtZwv — lix- 
Ohtv, because they ate not at meal-times. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

1. AND when they wero, escaped (to land), then they, 
knew that the island was called [*] Mclita (now Malta). 

2. And the [*] barbarous people shewed us no little (or 
ordinary) kindness : for they kindled a fire, and received us 
every one (into their houses), because of the present rain, 
and because of the cold. 

3. And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and 



* Magn. mor. lib. ii. cap. 8. 
VOL. V. 



t Fol. 28. 



laid them (Gr. but Paul turning many sticks, and laying 
them) upon the fire, there came [ 3 ] a viper out'of (from) 
the heat, and fastened (herself) upon his hand. . 

4. And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast 
harig on. his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt 
this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the* 
sea, yet (Divine) vengeance suflereth not to live. 

5. And he shook (Gr. then he shaking) off the beast into 
the fire, (and) felt no harm. 

6. Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen,- 
or fallen down dead suddenly : but after they had looked a 
great while (i. e. expected this long), and (yet) saw no 
harm come to him, they* changed their minds, and (Gr, 
changing their minds, they) [ 4 ] said that he was a god. ' 

7. (And) in the same quarters (Gr. in that place) were 
possessions (habitations) of the chief man (the governor) 
of the island, whose name was Publius; who received us 
(into them), and, lodged us three days courteously. 

8. And it came to pass, (Gr. so it was) that the father of 
Publius lay sick of .a fever and of a bloody flux : to whom 
Paul. entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, 
and healed him. 

9. So when this was done, others also, who had diseases 
in the island, came, and were healed : - - 

10. I s ] Who also (Gr. -and they) honoured us with many 
honours (or presented us with much provisions); and when* 
we departed, they laded us with such things as were neces- 
sary, (for us). 

11. And after threemonths we departed in a ship of 
Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, [ e ] whose sign 
was Castor and Pollux. 

12. A°d landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three 
days. . J.* . 

13. And from thenco we fetched a compass, and came 
to Rhegium: and after one day the' south-wind blew, and 
we came the next day to [ 7 ] Puteoli : 

14. Where we found (Christian) brethren, and were de- 
sired (I and Aristarchus) to tarry with them seven days: 
and so we went towards Rome. 

15. And from thence, when the [ 8 ] brethren (of Rome) 
heard of us, they came to meet us, (some) as far as Appii- 
forum, and (others to) The three taverns : whom when 
Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 

16. And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered 
the (other) prisoners to the captain of the guard (L e. of 
the praetorian band): [ D ]but Paul was suffered to dwell by 1 
himself with a soldier that kept him. • • 

17. And it came to pass, that after three days Paul 
called the chief of the Jews together : and when they were 
come together, he said to them, Men and. brethren, though 
I have committed nothing against the people, or customs 
of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem 
into.thc.hands of the Romans. 

18. Who, when they had examined me, would have let 
me go, because there was no cause of death in me. 

19. But when the Jews spake against it, I was con- 
strained to appeal to Caesar; not that I had anght to ac- 
cuse my nation of. 

20. For this cause therefore have I called for you, to 
sec you, and to speak with you: because, that for (that 
Messiah and that resurrection which is) [ 10 ] the hope of 
Israel [I 1 ] I am bound with this chain. 

4 11 
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31. And they said to him, Wo neither received letters out 
of Judea concerning thee, neither any of tho brethren 
which came (hither) shewed or spako any harm of thee. 

22. But wo desiro to hear of thee what thou thinkest 
(of them who are called Nazarenes): for as concerning this 
sect, we know that every where it is spoken against. 

23. And when they had appointed him a day, thero came 
many to him into his lodging; [ w ] to whom ho Expounded 
and testified (that)' the kingdom of Gob (was cqme), per- 
suading them concerning Jesus (that he was the Christ), 
both out of the law of Moses and out of the prophets, from 
morning till evening. 

24. And some believed tho things which were spoken, 
and some believed not. 

25. And when they agreed not among themselves, they 
departed, after that Paul had spoken (Gr. Paul having 
spoken) one word (that nearly touched them, viz. on, Tliat)* 
well spake the Holy Ghost (i.e. rightly) by Esaias the 
prophet to our fathers, 

2G. Saying, Go to this people, and say (prophetically to 
them), [ 13 ] Hearing ye shall (will) hear, and Shall (will) 
not understand ; and seeing ye shall (will) sec, tnxi(will), 
not perceive : , r q< 

27. For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and : 
their ears are dull of hearing (Gx.tfiey hear heavily with 
their ears), and their eyes, have they closed; lest they 
should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their hearts, and shouid be ; converted 
(Gr. should turn themselves), and I should heal them. 

28. Be it known therefore to you, that the salvation of 
God is sent to the gentiles, and that they will hear it. 

29. And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, 
and had great reasoning among themselves. 

30. [ u ] And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired 
house, and received all that came into him, 

31. Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those 
things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confi- 
dence, no man forbidding him. 
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[ l ] Ver. 1. MEAI'TH, The. island was called Melita.] It 
is now called t Malta, and is famous for the knights of 
Rhodes, and hath yet a place called the arrival or haven 
of St. Paul; that it was this African Malta, and not the 
other Illyrican Melite, or Melatine, see proved by Bochart. 
Phaleg. par. iii. lib. i. cap. 2G. 

[ s ]Ver.2. 01 St fiapfiapoi, The barbarous people.] Dr. 
Lightfoot thinks, th^t these barbarians were Africans 
brought thither by the Carthaginians when they had pos- 
session of that island. Bochartus from Diodorus Siculus 
saith, they were <PotvlKO)v airotKoe, a colony of the Phoeni- 
cians, who sailing upon their merchandise to the western 
ocean,* KaTafavyiiv tlyov ravrr\v ttjv vrjvov thXifizvov ov<rav, 
made this island their refuge, for the convenience of its 
havens; but the Phoenicians abounding in Africa, the dif- 
ference betwixt these two opinions is not great. As for 
the word barbarous, Strabof informs us, that it was the 
name 7ravrwv St; TraXyoTOfiQvvrwv, given to all that spake 
gross and rough language; and that afterward the Greeks 



Lib. v. p. 201. 



t Lib. xiv. p. 4&S. 



used it, ijQ lOviKty Koivty 6v6fiart avr&iaipovvrts irpbc rove 
ff EXX>jvac, as a common name by which they distinguished 
themselves from other nations. However, these barbarous 
people were taught humanity by the light of nature; they 
had their notions of Divine justice, or nemesis, from tra- 
dition; they therefore did believe there was a providence 
which did protect and reward the good, and punish the 
evil-doer. 

. . [ 3 ] Ver. 3. "Ex&va, A viper.~] Of this viper, see Bochart. 
Hieroz. par. ii. lib. iii. cap. 2. 

[ 4 ] Vert 6. They said he was a god.] Perhaps Hercules 
aXcgtaiKO?, who was worshipped in that island, saith Pto- 
lemy,* and was one of the gods of the Phoenicians. Vide 
Lucian. de Dea Syra, ct Euseb. Chron. N. 142. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 10. IloXXatc njidie Irtjirioav fifiag, \VJto honoured 
us with many honours.] i. e. Gave us many gifts and provi- 
sions for our voyage: so what is thy name, saith Manoah to 
the angel, that we may do thee Jionour?- Judg. xiii. 17. W 
5wp£a^Vapa(Txw/i£v, that 'we may tender thee a gift, saith 
Josephus. -See this import of the word Wtjxff, note on 
ITim. v. 3. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 11. napatrfifiy A«jffKofy>otc> Whose sign was Castor 
and Pollux.] IThe picture of these two supposed sons of 
Jupiter was painted on the forepart of the ship, they being, 
in conjunction, thought propitious to mariners, and looked 
upon, whch.thus appearing, as a sign of a tempest ceasing; 
and yet in a ship having such an idolatrous image, St. Paul 
refuses not to sail, nor doth St. Luke refuse to use that 
name'; these being used only as the name of the ship in 
which they* sailed, as Dr. Hammond here notes. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 13, 14. We came to Puteoli, where we found 
brethren.] It is not to be wondered that there should be 
Christians- there, seeing Strabof informs us, that it was 
lji7r6piov'jxeyi<TTov, a very great mart town, where there were 
havens made by art for the goodness of the river. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 15. The brethren came to meet us as far as Appii- 
forimi, and The three taverns.] Thesq three taverns were 
nearer to Rome than Appii-forum, as appears from the 
words of Cicero to Atticus.J It is not to be wondered 
that there should be many Christians then at Home, though 
perhaps no apostle had been there to preach to them. For 
since Christianity had now continued twenty-eight years 
from the ascension of our Saviour, and the sound of it had 
gone through all the world, Rom. x. 18. it is reasonable to 
expect, that as it converted Cornelius and his kinsmen to 
the faith, so it should prevail on many other Romans in all 
places ; and that Rome being the place to which " ob ma- 
jorcm principatum," there was a general conflux from all 
places of the world,§ as both heathen and Christian writers 
have observed, it should be stocked with Christian brethren 
from all parts. 

[9] Ver. 16. Tig SS IlavXy £7T£rpa7rr) jiivuv KaO' iavrbv, But 
Paid was permitted to dwell by himself] They who were 
sent prisoners out of the provinces were usually sent to the 

* Georg. lib. iv. cop. 4. t Lib. v. p. 196. 

t " Ab Appii Foro, bora quarts dederam aliam pauIo aate a tribas tabernis." 
Ad Alt. lib. ii. ep. 10. - • 

§ " Jn commune imperii caput undrque gentium conyenilnr J eo quod clementissi- 
mum principem in kic parte degentem, varia omnium desideria vel necessitates se- 
quunhir." Sjrmmac. lib. iv. ep. 28. Ma?u<rr*$iTO«rA&o? rn 'Pay-taw* wfau Mfxariv att 
woKva&tviry otrn xat rove vamxoSt* fanhx?iAii$. Herodian. lib. i. p. 1 9. '- Ad ban« 
ecclesiain propter polentiurem principalitalem necesse est omnem convenire eccle- 
sium." Ircn. lib. iii, cap. 3. 
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prcefectus prtetorii,* or general of the camp;/ it was therer 
fore a favour that St. Paul was thus permitted to dwell in 
his own hired house ; and this kindness perhaps was shewn 
him, either through the testimony the Centurion had given 
of him as a good and virtuous man, or by reason of a letter 
sent by Festus to Cassar concerning him, that he was guilty 
of no crimes committed against the Roman laws. ,A> *:>:> 

[ 10 ] Ver. 20. For (lie hope of Israel.'] L e. Either for my 
faith in Jesus, the true Messiah, who is the hope of Israel} 
or for the hope of the resurrection of theidead, (Actsxxvi. 
G.) which the Jews expected from the Messiah. 

[ n ] I am bound tvith this chain.] Having a chain on his 
right hand, by which he was bound to the soldier that kept 
him: the chain being also. on the soldier's left hand; and 
so long that they may go conveniently together. Thus 
Athenionf tells the men of Athens, thatMithridates had 
made Quintus Oppius Uaiuov, a prisoner, or. one bound with 
a chain, "as St. Paul often speaks, &nd had bound Manlius 
Aquilius akvau fiaicpq, ivith a long chain to one Bastarne, 
who being on horseback, dragged him along on foot, bound 
to him with a chain Jive cubits, long. Sometimes, for greater 
security, they were bound to two soldiers, by two chains, 
one fastened to their right, the other to their left hand, as 
St Peter was, Acts xii. G, 7. and St. Paul, Acts xxi. 13. 

[ 1S ] Ver. 23. 07c IScWOcto, Stafiaprvpoytvog rrjv fiavikdav 
rov Qtov, To whom he expounded, testifying tlie kingdom of 
God,] Which they expected, Luke ii. 25. 38. xix. 11. was 
already come; and persuading them of the truth, of the 
things which he. asserted concerning the birth, life, mira- 
cles, the death, the resurrection, and ascension of the Lord 
Jesus; he expounded what related to them out of the law 
and the prophets, as Christ had done io his disciples after 
his resurrection. (Lukexxiv. 2G,27.) 

[ 13 ] Ver. 2G, 27. Hearing ye will hear, and will not tin- 
derstand, &c] See the note on Matt. xiii. 12. 15. 

[ M ] Ver. 30, 31. Paul continued two years — no man for- 
bidding him.] Hence it appears, that there was no edict of 
Nero, or any preceding emperor, against the Christians, 
till the tenth of Nero, i. e. the year after that Paul was 
loosed from his bonds. (2.) Here we have the plain reason, 
why St. Luke ends his history, because, as the bishop of 
Chester saith, St. Paul came not to Rome till the seventh 
of Nero, in the month of February, and in the ninth of 
Nero, f. e. after two years, he was set at liberty, and leav- 
ing Home went into some other part of Italy, intending to 
go from thence into Judca, (Heb. xiii. 23, 24.) and so here 
ends St. Paul's stay at Home, and with that St. Luke's 
history. 



APPENDIX 



TO CHAP. II. VER. 27. 



JL KNOW not one objection against that exposition, 
which 1 have given of the phrase, Thou ivilt not leave my 
soul in hell; only it may be said, that if this be the proper 



• " Vinctu* miui ad prtcfeclum pnclorii mei debe!." Trajan, ad Plin. lib. x. 
cp. 65. 

t Athen. Deipn. lib. r. p. 213. 



import of, the words, we have no reason to believe that 
Christ descended into hell; for this can never be an article 
of. Christian faith, unless it be either expressly or virtu- 
ally delivered- in ,toat* Scripture which 'is the rale of faith : 
now it is certain that it is not delivered in any other place 
of .Scripture; riot in those words of the apostle Paul, He 
that ascended is th&same that descended first into the lower 
parts of the earth, (Eph. iv. 9.) for lhat phrase only signi- 
fies that iChrist's body was buried; inthe earth, asChrysos- 
torn, Theodoret, and PhOtius, there say, not that his soul 
descended into hell ; the phrase is plainly taken from the 
Psalmist's words,, They' that seek my soul to destroy it shall 
go JntoJhe lower parts, of \the earth, Psal.Jxiii. 9. where 
if. it; signifies they shall go to helU the foxes must go thither 
also;' for ihewords following are, they shall bh 'apportion 
for foxes. Not from that passage of St. Peter, 1 Pet; iii . 19. 
by which spirit he went and preached to those in prison: for 
a,s they in prison do' not there signify those who were na- 
turally dead, but only the gentiles dead in trespasses and 
sins, and by the prophet Isaiah thrice styled of iv ^vAajey, 
they tvho are in prison; so certain it is, the Spirit, by which 
he .is said to go, and preach to them, was not his own spi- 
rit, by separation of which from the body he was' dead, but 
the Holy Spirit, by .which he was quickened; for -which 
reason St. Austin, Ep. 99. pronounccth of this place, that 
" omnino ad inferos nonpertineat," it belongs not at all to 
Christ's descent into hell; if 'then it cannot be proved from 
this place, it must.be .owned .that it hath no sufficient 
ground at all in Scripture. 

To this 1 answer, first, in the words of Bishop Pearson, 
".That in the Aquileian creed,. where this article was first 
expressed, in the fourth century, there was'no mention of 
Christ's burial; but tho words of their confession ran thus, 
Crucified tender Pontius Pilate, he descended in inferna. 
From whence there is no question but the observation of 
Ruffinus, who: first expounded it, was most true, that though 
the Roman and oriental creeds had not these words, yet 
they had the sense of them in the word buried. It ap- 
peared therefore that the first intention of putting these 
words in the creed, was only to express the burial of our 
Saviour, or the descent of his body into the grave." Now 
doubtless the burial of Christ's body, or its descent into 
the grave, is an article of faith clearly delivered in Holy 
Scripture. ,o<';ul 

. Secondly, T add, that the phrase KaTafialvetv, or KareXOuv 
tic #$w,or e(c^Sov(ro7roV), to descend into hades, in the Old 
Testament, and the Apocryphal writers, still signifies; to go 
down into i the grave, or sepulchre, and so cannot refer to 
the soul,. but the body only.; in this' sense Jacob says, Gen. 
Xxxvii. 35..Karaj3//<ro/*a: Etc $Sov, I will go doivn to the grave 
to My son mourning: so Numb. xvi. 30. 33. if the earth 
sivallow. them tip, 'Ka\<KaTaj3{](jovTaiZu>vTtg tig (idov, and they 
go.down&live into the pit, K a\ Karifiwav dg #Sov, and they 
w$nt down alive into the pit; Job vii. 9. lav av0pw7roc KarajSp 
4c #S*?vi if d man go down to the grave he shall come up no 
more; and,xvii.lG. KaTafifoovrai tig £'Srjv, they shall go 
doivn to the*grave, they shall rest in the dust; Isa. xiv. 11. 
'Karlfir\ tig ffiov fi $o?a gov, thy pomp is gone down to the 
grave, the worm is sp?-ead under thee; and, ver. 19. thou 
shalt be as those that are dead, Karafiatvovroyv zig^lov, like 
those that go down into the grave: so Esth. xiii. 7. icanX- 
SovTtg tig $h)v, they going doivn to the grave, we shall be free 
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from trouble; and Baruch iii. 19. they are vanished, teal tig 
Sdov Kadfiwav, and gone down to the grave. And according 
to this sense, which Dr. Hammond nudothersput upon tho 
words, he continued for some time in the grave, it is also a 
plain article of Christian faith. 

Thirdly, It is most certain, that though the creeds of tho 
church were very numerous, yet in none of them was this 
descent into hell found till the close of tho fourth century, 
when it was first put into the symbol of the church of 
Aqtfileia ; for, smith the roverend Bishop Pearson, «' It is 
not to be found in the rules of faith delivered by Irenaeus, 
lib. i. cap. 2. by Origen, lib. 7rtpYapxuv, in Prooem. or by 
Tcrtullian, adv. Praxeam.-cap. 2. de Virg. veland. cap. I; 
dc Procscrip. adv. Her. cap. 13. It is not expressed in 
those creeds, which weTe made by the councils, as larger 
explications of the Apostles' Creed : not in the Nicene* or 
Constantiuopolitan ; not in that of Ephesus or Chalcedon ; 
not in those confessions made atSardica, Antioch, Seleu- 
cia, Sirrnium, &c. It is not mentioned in several confes- 
sions of faith delivered by particular persons ; not in that of 
Eusebius Caesariensis, presented to the council of Nice, 
Theodbret, lib. i. cap. 2. not in that of Marcellus, bishop 
of Ancyra, delivered to Pope Julius, Epiphan. Haer. lxxii. 
not in that of Alius and Euzoius, presented to Constan- 
tine, Socrat. lib. i. cap. 19. not in that of Acacius, bishop 
of Ceesarea, delivered in to the synod of Seleucia, Socrat. 
lib.Ji. cap. 40. not in that of Eustathius, Theophylus,* and 
Silvanus, sent to Liberius, Socrat. lib. iv. cap. 11. There 
is no mention of it in the creed of St. Basil, Tract, de fide 
in Asceticis ; in the creed of Epiphanius, in Ancorato, cap. 
120. or of Gclasius,Damasus, Macarius, &c. It is not in the 
creed expounded by St. Cyril, though some have produced 
that creed to prove it ; it is not in the creed-expounded by 
St. Austin, de fide et Symbolo ; not in that de Symbolo ad 
Catechuraenos, attributed to St. Augustine ; not in that 
which is expounded by Maximus Taurinensis ; not in that 
so soften interpreted by Petrus Chrysologus ; nor in that 
of the church of Antioch, delivered byCassian,de Incarn. 
lib. vi. neither is it to be seen in the MS. creeds set forth by 
the. learned archbishop of Armagh. Indeed it is affirmed 
by Ruffinus, that in his time it was neither in the Roman 
nor the oriental creeds, ' Sciendum sane est, quod in ee- 
clesioc Ilomanee symbolo noh habetur'additum, descendit 
ad inferna, sed nee in orientis ecclesiis habetur hie sermo/ 
(Ruff. inExposit. Symbol!.) It is certain therefore (nor 
can wo disprove it by any acknowledged evidence of anti- 
quity), that the article of the descent into hell was notinthe 
Roman, or any of the oriental creeds" Now had they con- 
ceived those creeds in which this article was w r anting de- 
ficient in a necessary point of Christian doctrine, could 
they have styled all, or any of them; a perfect confession, 
comprising the whole doctrine of faith, the whole of Christ- 
ian doctrine, the comprehension and perfection of the Christ- 
ian faith, a comprisal of all the articles of faith, a symbol 
that speaks of every part of faith, the faith sufficient for sal- 
vation, the life-giving, the saving faith, the saving knowledge, 
the only truth, tvhich they received from the apostles, the 
only rule tvhich admits of no correction, ?w addition, and 
no diminution, the only faith delivered by the church to be 
kept by her children? Could they have told us, that the 
most learned could believe no more, and the meanest Christ- 
ian did believe no less; that they needed to know no more, 



that they desired to believe no more, that they believed this 
first, that nothing more was to be believed, that in it nothing 
was to be innovated? Could they havd said expressly, that 
tho apostles delivered in it whatsoever they thought necessary 
for all believers; and that they indited it to be a mark by 
which he should be known, who preached Christ truly ac- 
cording to the rules of the apostles; and by producing of 
which itmiglit be known (saith Jlu&nus) whether he were an 
enemy or a companion? And, lastly, could their great and 
general councils have defined so "often, that it should be 
lawful for no man* irtpav iricrnv irpofylptiv, r) <rvyypa<pttv, 
r) vvvTtQivat, to introduce, write, or compose another faith be- 
sides that which was defined by the Nicene council? These are 
the words of the third generalcouncil, where presided that 
Cyril of Alexandria, who, in his letter to John of Antioch, 
saith, We by means permit ihefaith defined nrot to rfc thWwc 
(H^oXov, or the symbol of faith made by the holy fathers 
met at Nice, to be shaken by any; nor do we suffer our- 
selves or others to change- one word, or, transgress one syl- 
lable of what is there contained. This epistle, saith Mark, 
bishop of Ephesus, was read and approved by the fourth 
general council, which also decreed/f^Scvl pnloktat i^tlvat, 
7rpoa$uvat r$ avfifioXy Tofay; fj afeXuv'air avrov, that it 
should be lawful for no man to add any thing to this symbol, 
or take any thing from it, or to change it at all, or trans- 
form it into another symbol. Athanasius,$ speaking of the 
synod of Ariminum, saith, that the orthodox, and true ser- 
vants of the Lord defined, that men should be contented with 
that faith alone,- -which ivas held at Nice, kcu pri&v wXiov ?) 
tXarrov nap' tKtivr\v ?ijtcTv Kai fypovtlv, and mind, and seek for 
nothing more or less, and that they deposed them who taught 
the contrary. And again, th'at they shoitfd§ ^Sh; wXtov 
Zvtuv, seek for nothing more than ivhat teas confessed by the 
fathers at Nice. In the fifth general synod, John, patriarch 
of Constantinople, saith. We have taken care,\\Tbv^tpiXtov 
rrjg 7rtOT£a>c Kara rrjv aylwrraTtpuyvirapaSoatv appayr\ Stapivttv, 
that the foundation of faith might remain inviolate according 
to the tradition of the holy fathers. And this determination 
they declared was made, 

First, Because this venerable .symbol, saith the general 
council of Chalcedony kpKtl tig MyvoJatv tvroXijc ri*ic aXij- 
Sdag, svfficeth to the perfect knowledge of the truth; and as 
the bishop of Ephesus well notes upon that place, It is 
manifest,** Srt TyrtXtly ovStv IXXtfrra, nothing is ivanting to 
what is perfect; they also said there was no need of add- 
ing any thing to it, because it ivas sufficient,^ tig avarpo7n> 
iravr\g aatfiovg alpht wg, for the subversion of every wicked 
heresy, 7raaav aatfitaraTriv aiptmv avarptyat, to overthrow all 
the most ungodly heresies, and that it was <ntiXoypa<pia Kara 
7ra(njc atp(atwg,an inscription as upon a pillar against all 
heresies. 

Secondly, Because they would not alter the traditions 
they had received from their forefathers : We (saith Cyril, in 
the general council of Ephesus,) have taken this care that 
nothing shall be added to, or altered in, the Nicene symbol, 
as being mindful of him that said,%\. f*n ptratpt 8pia al&via 

* Concil. Kphes. can. ?. f Apod Condi. Floreot seel. 5. 

X Theodoret. II. Eccl. lib. ii. cap. 18*. $ Ibid. 

|| Sjn. Constant, sub Menna. act. 5. p. 87. apod Din. torn. ir. 
% Apud Concil. Flor. Sess. 5. Bin, Concil. lorn. viii. p. 591. ** Ibid. 

tt Atban. Epist. ad Afric. Episc. p. 932. Oral, do DW. Christi, p. 165. Syn. 
Sard, apud Atban. Ep. ad Afric. Episc. p. 941. 

tt Apud Concil. Flor. Sess. 5. Jlin. Concil. lorn. viii. p. 589. 
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« £0evro oc irarlptg gov, Remove not the ancient bounds ivhich 
thy fathers have set. 

Thirdly, Because they would not give occasion to any to 
suspect their faith as imperfect, or that any article of faith 
was wanting in the creeds already made. Thus the synod 
of Sardis decreed, jurjSev m irtpl ttlotiwq ygafeaSat, that no- 
thing more should be written touching the faith, but that all 
should rest satisfied with the faith confessed by the Nicene 
fathers* Starb fiy&v airy Xe'nruv, because it was deficient in 
nothing ; and?va fxrj i) Neiceu^ ypafelaa a>c otcXtjc ovaa vofiiaQij, 
lest that of Nice should be esteemed imperfect, and a pretence 
should be given to as many as will to wrifc and define^ 
touching the faith. The orthodox fathers in the council of 
Ariminum professed,f that they were children of the Nicene 
fathers; but if (say they) we should dare to take away any 
thing from ivhat they have written, fj Trpovttvat n, or add 
any thing to it, we should be spurious children/ Karnyopot 
TMv yeyivi)KOT(jjv yevofxevot, as being accusers of what they 
did, who delivered rbv aKpifiri Kavova rfjc 7n'<rreo>c, an exact 
rule of faith. And again they u declare \t,% IttikIvSwov, a 
dangerous thing to add any thing to, or take any thing from, 
the Nicene creed, because if either of these things should be 
done, iarat roig l^poig aStm tqv ttoiuv arctp fiovkovrai, the 
enemies ivould have liberty, to do what they, would. And 
Athanasius in his epistle§ to John and Antiochus his pres- 
byters commands them, roue ttXcov n raurijc rj zXclttov \a\tiv 
Oikovrag cnroarpfyeiv, to reject them who woi{ld say more or 
less than was contained in that creed. And the bishop of 
Ephesuswell argues, || that We can suffer nothing by 
keeping to the same faith; which the Divine fathers con- 
fessed and believed, since none* but madmen can accuse it 
of imperfection. 

Now hence 'it demonstratively follows, that these creeds 
which wanted this article must bea perfect digest of all 
things necessary to be "believed now, and throughout all 
succeeding ages of tho world ; for how can it be necessary 
for any Christian to have more in his creed than the apo- 
stles and the Christians of the four first centuries had? May 
the churches of after-ages make the narrow way to life 
more narrow than our Saviour, his apostles, and the fathers 
left it? When the whole church hath so expressly' taught 
that this faith, was sufficient for the perfect knowledge of 
the truth, that in it nothing was deficient, may others yet 
come after them, and by adding to them any other article 
remove the ancient bounds which our fathers havo set? 
What reason can any man give, why any person should 
not be saved now by the same faith, which was sufficient for 
salvation in the first days of the apostles, and the first four 
centuries? Arc we wiser than they? Or, are our doctors 
more learned, or more faithful ? Is there another covenant 

* A pad Athan. Ep. ad Anlioch. p. 576* 

i Theodoret. H. Eccl. lib. ii.cap. 15. $ Ibid. 

§ P. 951. || Apud Concil. Flor. Sess. 8. Bin. ibid. p. 627. 



made with the church since their days? Are other terms of 
salvation since made? Or, is God less merciful to us than 
he was to them ? Is not the famous rule of Lirinensis this, 
" Quod ab omnibus, quod ubique, quod semper?" That 
ivhkh was always, and every where believed of all, that is 
the rule of faith? And must it riot hence follow, that there 
can be no new article, no declaration obliging us to believe 
any thing, which was not always matter of the Christian 
faith? I conclude this head with the words of the judicious 
Dr. Barrow; f That the inserting this not only as an article 
distinct from Christ's death, burial, and continuance in the 
state of death, but also necessary to be believed as such, 
reflects upon the more ancient compilers, both of this and 
other breviaries of faith, as the Nicene and Constantino- 
politan councils, Irenaeus, Tertullian, &c. who left it out; 
which they should not have done, if it contain any thing 
highly material, and different from what is here otherwise 
expressed; whose, credit is (as, I conceive) more to be 
tendered than that of their juniors and followers, unknown 
to us'; and so much thfc more, for that in a matter of this 
kind, defect or omission is less tolerable than any redun- 
dance of expression ; which inconvenience may seem in a 
manner to reach higher, even to St. Paul himself, who, in 
the fifteenth chapter of his First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
declaring.the.sum of w 7 hathc both learned and taught con- 
cerning our Saviour's last grand performances, only men- 
tions his death, burial, and resurrection ; I delivered untoyou 
first (says he) that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that he was buried, and thath e arose again 
the third day ; which enumeration of his we may, it seems, 
well acquiesce in, as sufficient and complete, and 'may 
thence, with great probability, infer, that no other descent 
of our Saviour into hell, besides his death, and burial, was 
by him understood, or delivered in his catechetical dis- 
courses and preachings, as a point of faith." 

Fourthly, I add, that these words may be admitted as a 
distinct article of faith, contained in the Holy Scriptures, 
in a very good sense, very agreeable to the word descent, 
and to the import of thd \Vord hades; for the Scripture 
doth assure us, that the soul of the holy Jesus being sepa- 
rated from. his body, went to paradise: (Luke xxiii. 43.) 
and thence it must descend into the grave or sepulchre to 
be united to his body, thatit might be revived, and thus it 
may be.trulysaid, he was dead and buried, his soul descended 
afterward into hades, to be united to his body, and his body 
being" thus revived, he arose again the third day. Hence 
Grotius, on that .place of St. Luke, saith, " qui symbolo 
fidei Christiana? ascripscrunt icarij3>i etc <J'Sov Christi verbis 
optimc id tueri potucrunt>" they tvho added this article to 
the symbol of faith, may best defend* themselves by those 
words : nor, saith he, was this addition superfluous, seeing 
it proves the separate, existence of the soul from tho^body, 
which many philosophers denied, and others doubted of. 
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PARAPHRASE AND COMMENTARY 



ON 



THE EPISTLES. 



TO THE RIGHT REVEREND FATTIER IN GOD, 



GILBERT, 



;l. 



LORD BISHOP OF SALISBURY, 
CHANCELLOR OF TIIE MOST KOBLE ORDER OF THE OARTER. 

My Lord, ** 

T. . -v I i i rwjzs"!? 

HOUGH, since I had the happiness to 3 be, admitted to 
an acquaintance with a person of your character and merit, 
and have had a largo share of your favour, I have had ob- 
ligations to make some public acknowledgment of it; yet 
had Ineyer so fair an opportunity to do it, a£ this work, 
which now craves your Lordship's acceptance^ 'doth afford.* 

For, such a particular veneration and profound affection 
for the sacred records as your Lordship; upon all occa- 
sions, shews, may not only render this attempt to add some 
light unto them acceptable, but even cover the imper- 
fections that you must needs discover in it; 

Since therefore it is customary to dedicate works of this 
nature to persons of great eminence in* statibn, and more 
raised worth, I thought myself obliged to set forth these 
labours under your Lordship's patronage, not only to ex- 
press my gratitude, but also out of justice to that goodness 
which moved your Lordship not only to peruse,but to ap- 
prove this work, and to suggest many things, which other- 
wise would have been wanting to it. 

I am here carried to say somewhat of the pattern you set 
us in an unwearied diligence in the discharge of your high 
function; but I know you cannotbear it, and that you had 
much rather see your clergy imitate you in this, than hear 
them commend you for it. I will therefore rather study, 
from your example, how to do my own duty, than publish 
to the world how you do yours. 

That God would still continue your good Lordship as 
great a blessing as you are an honour to our church, and 
give you a sure but late enjoyment of celestial blessings, to 
which your soul, by its devout affections and indefatigable 
labours, still aspires, is the continual prayer of, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obliged, 

Most humble, and most obedient servant, 
DANIEL WHITBY. 



PREFACE 



TO THE READER. 



J3Y way of preface to this work, some things there be of 
which I think fit to advertise the reader, and some things in 
which I shall beg his favour. And^ 

First, Because it may be useful to read the Epistles of 
St. Paul, not in the order in which they are placed in our 
Bibles, but rather in that order of time in which they were 
written, I here think fit to place them according to that order, 
following the chronology of Bishop Pearson. 



A.D.52. 
A.D. 53. 



A.D. 57. 



A.D. 62/ 

A.D.63. 
A. D. 65. 
A.D.G7. 



» First Epistle to the Thessalonians. 
5 Second Epistle to the Thessalonians. 

First Epistle to the Corinthians. 

Epistle to the Galatians. 

Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 

Epistle to 1 the Romans. 

Epistle to the Ephesians. . 
: Epistle to the Philippians. 
: Epistle to the Colossians. 
: Epistle to' Philemon, 
s Epistle to the Hebrews. 
i First Epistle to Timothy, 
i Epistle to Titus, 
s Second Epistle to Timothy. 



I have in the prefaces to these Epistles given the reasons 
why I place the writing of them about the time assigned ; 
only of the time of writing the Epistle to the Galatians I 
have there said nothing: I therefore here subjoin the rea- 
son why it is placed in the same year with the First Epistle 
to the Corinthians ; viz. because St. Paul, at his first coming 
to Galatia, converts them to the Christian faith, (Acts xvi. 6.) 
at his seeoiid advent, he strengthens the brethren there, (Acts 
xviii.23.) and in his Epistle to them, he marvels that they 
ivere so soon removed from him that called them to another 
gospel; (i. 6.) it therefore could not be written long after he 
had been with them to strengthen them, which yet was be- 
fore he had begun his three years' abode at Ephesus, (Acts 
xix. 1.31.) at the very close of which the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians is supposed to have been written. 

I desire the reader to take an estimate of the true date of 
these Epistles, not from what may have slipped from me by 
the bye in a note, and hath been overlooked in the review 
of my papers, but from what is here set down, and is con- 
firmed in the prefaces to these Epistles. 
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The use that may be made of observing this order, I shall 
exemplify in two instances ; of which the 

First As that of Dcmas, concerning which Dr. Lightfoot, 
Harm. p. 137. Beza, Esthius, and others say, that though 
he left St. Paul for a season, yet after he returned to him : 
because, say they, in two Epistles, written after that to .Ti- 
mothy, in which he is said to have forsaken him, having 
loved this present world, (2 Tim. iv. 10.) he is reckoned 
among the coworkers withSt.Pau1,wz.Colos.iv.!4.Philein. 
24. But I have destroyed the foundation of this argument 
by establishing the opinion of the ancients, that the Second 
Epistle to Timothy was the last that St. Paul writ; and 
therefore the opinion of Chrysostom, Theodoret, (Ecume- 
nius, and Theophylact, that he did jusra ravra -paStv'tmy, af- 
terward become slothful, .and, saith CEcuineriiusy returned 
again, eI?- cAXijvtoyi&v, to heathenism, is the more probable; 

The second relates to that opinioti of Grotins, that St 
Paul spake for a time as if he had believed that the day of 
judgment might happen in his time, and that thfs is proved 
from 1 Cor. xv. 53. 2 Cor. v. 1—3. Whereas in his Second 
Epistle to the Thessalonians, writ four years before those 
to the Corinthians, he saith what is sufficient to shew he 
could not be of that opinion, or have declared any thing of 
that nature, arid therefore could .not afterward say any 
thing to that purpose. (See the note on 1 Thess.av* 15.} 
* Secondly, I advertise the reader that this work has teen 
retarded by. the animadversions of Mr. LeCIerc upon- the 
reverend and learned Dr. Hammond; which having pe- 
rused, I found so many- things said in favour bf.tiie Arians, 
and so many unworthy reflections upon the writings of St. 
Paul, that I chose rather to review and transcribe a consi- 
derable part of this work, than suffer those things to pass 
without an antidote. I acknowledge him to be a learned 
person, and honour his patts, and I know he cannot justly 
be offended withme, for being concerned for what I judgo 
to be the truth, and for the honour of St. Paul, who has 
been somewhat rudely handled by him. 

Thirdly, That I have been so often forced to differ from 
the same reverend person he attacks sometimes so inde- 
cently, is to be a 'matter of regret; but it hath truly been ob- 
served by others, that this great man had two darling opi- 
nions, viz. That the heresy of the gnostics, and the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, were the great things to which no little 
part of these Epistles had relation; in which I have offered 
my reasons why I dissent from him, retaining still a just ve- 
neration for his parts and piety. 

.Fourthly, I advertise him, that though in the fourth edi- 
tion of the Epistles I have put the whole paraphrase of 
every chapter before the annotations belonging to that 
chapter, that so they might the better agree with the .Gos- 
pels contrived in that method; and that the chief additions 
to, or alterations in, the annotations, are now transferred to 
their proper places ; yet they are also printed apart* for the' 
use of them who have the first edition. 

Lastly, I advertise him, that I have, as exactly as I Could, 

made indexes,. (1.) of all the Greek words and particles,* 

(2.) of all the Scripture phrases explained, and (3.) of all 

the material doctrines handled in these annotations. 

The things in which I beg the reader's favour are, 

First, That where he finds or thinks that I have erred 

• This remark is not applicable lo ibe present edition of 1821. 



either in point of doctrine, or the interpretation of the 
Scriptures, as doubtless in the latter I have sometimes done, 
he would be so kind as to let me know my errors; which, 
upon conviction, I will not only own, but. do it with all 
due acknowledgments and thankfulness to him who shall 
do that kind office to me. 

Secondly, That if in any thing I seem to him to differ 
from the received doctrine of the church of England/as 
some may haply conceive I do in the annotations on the 
fifth chapter to the Romans; he would do me the justice 
to believe, that as he thinks I do, so I conceive I do not, 
contradict her doctrine ; and also would consider, that even 
the church of Rome allows her commentators to vary from 
the sense of any particular scripture on which they build 
their doctrines, provided they say nothing' which doth ex- 
pressly contradict them. 

Thirdly, That if he should receive any advantage from 
this work, especially if it should be so happy as to suggest 
to'himany thing which may render him the better man, he 
would give God the glory of it, and pray for, 

His friend and servant, • 

DANIEL WHITBY. 



■THE 






GENERAL PREFACE, 

CONCERNING 

THE DIVINE AUTHORITY OF THESE EPISTLES, 

AND OF 

THE TRUTH OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 



CONTENTS. 

§. I. That what is delivered in these Epistles as necessary 
to be -believed or done, must be as necessary to be be- 
lieved and done, as what is contained in the Gospels: 
that there are some things necessary to be believed and 
done, contained in these Epistles, which are not clearly 
delivered in the holy Gospels. §. II. The truth of the 
Christian religion proved, (1.) from what our Saviour 
promised and undertook, and what the apostles declared 
concerning the gifts and operations of the Holy Ghost. 
§. III. (2.) From plain matter of fact concerning this effu- 
sion of the Holy Ghost, and his miraculous gifts related 
in the Epistles. §. IV. (3.) From the confident appeals of 
the apostles and primitive professors, to those gifts, in 
their contests and debates with friends and adversaries, 
believers and rejecters of the Christian faith. §. V. (4.) 
From the prayers and thanksgivings made for them, the 
exhortations and directions given in these Epistles con- 
cerning these miraculous gifts. §. VI. (5.) From what is 
required to be done and suffered by all Christians upon no 
other inducements or enjoyments, than what depended on 
the truth and certainty of these gifts. §. VII. (G.) That 
these Epistles were indited whilst the apostles lived, and. 
are proved genuine by more authentic arguments than 
can be produced for any book, writing, charter, law, or. 
statute. The external arguments to prove them genuine. 
§. VIII- The internal arguments. §. IX- The truth of 
Christianity proved, (7.) from a particular consideration 
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of these gifts; as, (1.) the gift of healing. §.X.(2.)Of 
ejecting devils out of men, their temples, and their ora- 
cles. §. XI.(3.)From the gift of tongues. §. XII. (4.) Of 
prophecy. §. XIII. (5.) Of discerning spirits. §. XIV. 
That these extraordinary gifts were conferred upon all 
other churches not mentioned in these Epistles. §. XV. 
That they continued in the two first ages of the church. 
§. XVI. What engagements the truth of Christianity 
lays upon us to live suitably to tlio rules delivered in 
those sacred records. The danger of those who neglect 
their salvation. * ; 

JL HAT these Epistles were indited by Divine assistance, 
and were received from the beginning, as epistles written 
by the conduct and assistance of the Spirit of God, I have 
endeavoured to evince in the general preface to the Gospels, 

§. I. Hence then it follows, that what the apostles have 
delivered in these Epistles as necessary to be believed or 
done by Christians, must bo as necessary to be believed 
and practised in order to salvation, as what was personally 
taught by Christ himself, and is contained in the Gospels ; 
they being, in tlie writing these Epistles, the servants, apo- 
stles, ambassadors, and ministers of Christ, and stewards 
of the mysteries of God; and the doctrines and precepts 
they delivered in them, being the will, the mind, the truth, 
and the commandments of God. 

Now evident it will be to any one who judiciously reads 
these Epistles, that they contain some things delivered and 
done which were not clearly taught by Christ whilst he 
was on earth, nor are clearly delivered in the Gospels; as 
we may learn, 

First, From the doctrines contained in these Epistles: 
as, v. g. that by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be jus- 
tified; (Rom. xiii. 20.) that both Jew and gentile, being 
under condemnation, were only to be justified freely by 
God's grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God had set forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood; (ver. 25.) that if righteousness came by the 
law, then was Christ dead in vain; (Gal. ii. 21.) that as 
many as are of the law are under the curse; (iii. 16.) that if 
we be circumcised, Christ shall profit ns nothing ; Christ is 
become of none effect to litem that are under the law, they 
are fallen from grace; (v. 2. 5.) that the law was to con- 
tinue only till the time of reformation, (Heb. ix. 10.) and 
was then to be disannulled for the weakness and unprofit- 
ableness of it ; (vii. 18.) that Christ is a priest for ever 
after the order of Melchisedec; (v. 5, 6.) that he hath an 
unchangeable priesthood; that he' in heaven is continually 
making intercession for us, and therefore is able to save its 
to the utmost : (vii. 24, 25.) for all these doctrines clearly 
delivered in these Epistles, are either not to be found at 
all, or not so clearly, in the Gospels. 

Secondly, In these Epistles only have we instructions 
about many great and necessary duties; as, v. g. that all 
our thankstjivings are to be offered up to God in the name 
of Christ: (Eph. v. 8. 20. 1 Tliess. v. 18. Heb. xiii. 14, 15.) 
the duties which we owe to our civil governors are only 
hinted in these words of Christ, Render to C<esar the things 
that are Ca>sars t but are enlarged upon in the Epistles to 
the Romans, chap. xiii. to Titus, iii. 1. and in the First Epis- 
tle of St. Peter, ii.10. 17. : so also are the duties we owe 
to our spiritual superiors taught more expressly in these 



Epistles, Gal. vi. G. 1 Thess. v. 12, 13. Heb. xiii. 17, 18. 
In fine, all the particular.duties belonging to the relations of 
husbands and wives, parents and children, masters and 
servants, are particularly handled in these Epistles, Eph. 
v. 28. 33. vi. 1. 9. Colos.iii. 11. 25. but are scarce ever 
mentioned in the Gospels. But it may be objected, 

Ohj. 1. That " thdse Epistles were written to those who 
were in the faith already, and jso could not bedesigned to 
teach them the fundamental articles, and points necessary 
to salvation, or to instruct them in what was necessary to 
make them Christians." 

Ans. It follows not from their being Christians alrdady, 
that the apostles designed not to write to them in these 
Epistles of any fundamental articles or points necessary to 
salvation, for it is very plain they do so. St. Paul, in his 
Epistle to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. xv. 3. writes oftheresur- 
rection of the dead, and of Christ's death "and resurrection, 
as of doctrines necessary to* be believed; and in his Epis- 
tle to the Galatians, of seeking justification by the works 
of the lata, as a thing opposite to, and destructive of, the 
grace of Christ. And since .there were among them false 
apostles, and deceitful workers, who corrupted tho word, 
and handled the ivord of God deceitfully; (2 Cor. ii. 17. 
iv. 2.) yea, corrupted their minds from the simplicity of 
Christ, (xi. 3.) turned them from him that called them to 
another gospel, (Gal. i..6.) sought to deprive them of their 
reward, (Colos. ii, 18, 19.) and separate them from their 
head, Christ Jems; who put aiwy a good conscience, and 
so made shipwreck of the faith ; (1 Tim. ii. 19.) whose doc- 
trine did spread as a gangrene, and overthrew the faith of 
some; (2 Tim. ii. 16.) many disputers of corrupt minds 
turning from the truth, (1 Tirn. vi. 5.) many wruly and 
vain talkers and deceivers, who subverted ivhole houses, 
teaching things that they ought not, for filthy lucres sake: 
(Tit. ; i. 10, 11.) must not these things administer occa- 
sion to these sacred penmen to endeavour to establish and 
confirm them in the faith, by letting them they wrote to 
know the moment of those articles, the necessity of that 
faith they, bad been taught, and. the pernicious conse- 
quences of those practices to which they were seduced by 
these deceivers? 

Again, seeing these writings were intended 'as a rule, not 
to them only to whom they were sent, but to all future ages 
of the church; and the Spirit expressly told them, that in 
the latter days some should depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and,doCtrines of devils; (1 Tim. iv. 
1; 2.) that the time ivould come when they would not en- 
dure sound doctrine, but tvould iimi their ears from the 
truth; (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4.) when false prophets should arise 
among them, bringing in damnable' doctrines, xohose perni-. 
cious tvays many should follow ; (2 Pet. ii. 1, 2.) seeing 
they knew, that after their departure grievous wolves would 
enter in, not sparing the flock ; (Acts xx. 29, 30.) must no t 
all these considerations give just occasion to them to write 
of the great articles of Christian faith, and the necessary 
points of Christian conversation, to preserve them, and 
those that come after them, from their damnable doctrines 
and pernicious ways ? 

Moreover, this objection is therefore insignificant, be- 
cause the apostles do inform us, that they found it safe to 
write the same things to them they had heard, (Phil. iii. 1.) 
though they knew the truth, and were confirmed in it, (1 John 
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ii. 21.) that they might have these things always in remem- 
brance; (2 Pet. L 12. 15.) and that some who, for thctime 
of their conversion, might have been great proficients in 
the faith, had yet need to be taught again the first principles 
of the oracles of God. (Heb. v. 12.) 

Obj. 2. It also may be said, " that these Epistles were 
writ upon particular occasions, and without those occa- 
sions had not been written; and jso cannot be thought, ne- 
cessary to salvation." 

Ans. This objection is neither exactly true of all the 
Epistles, nor of all that is contained in them. Not of all 
the Epistles, for it appears not that five of the general 
Epistles, or that the Epistles to the Romans, to the Ephe- 
sians, and to the Hebrews, were writ upon particular occa- 
sions, unless the instructing men in the faith, and preserv- 
ing them from heresy, or apostacy, be called particular 
occasions; and where this doth appear, it is very evident, 
that when the apostles had writ what they thought proper 
upon those occasions, they add many excellent rules of 
piety and virtue. 

Ans. 2. Secondly, Were it exactly true that all the 
Epistles were writ upon particular occasions, it will not 
follow hence that they were not directed in writing them 
by the Holy Spirit ; or that they contain nothing necessary 
to be believed or done, in order to "salvation : for the 
book of Psalms was not only writ upon particular occa- 
sions, but was also adapted to* and fitted for them. The 
prophets were all sent by God to testify .against, arid call 
the Jews to repentance for sins committed in their time; to 
reform their manners, or comfort them in their distresses, 
that is, upon particular occasions ; but will it therefore 
follow, that they did not write by the assistance of the Spi- 
rit of God, or that there is nothing in the Psalms, or in the 
prophets, which was necessary to be believed or practised 
by the Jews? Moreover, the Gospel of St. Luke was writ 
upon a particular occasion, viz. to instruct Theophilus in 
the certainty of the things he had been taught, and yet 
Epiphanius informs us, that the Holy Ghost compelled and 
stimulated him to the ivork* The. Gospel of St. Mark was 
writ, say the ancients, at the request of the converts at 
Rome, and yet he writ it, saith Epiphanius, vvivftan ay'u# 
lfi7n<popT)fdvog, by the impulse of the Holy Ghost.f They also 
say, that St. John was importuned by all the Asiatics to 
write his Gospel; and yet, saith Epiphanius, the Holy 
Spirit did inwardly impel him to the writing of it% The 
Gospel of St. Matthew, say they,§ was indited at the re- 
quest of the Hebrews, that he might supply by writing 
the want of his presence with them. So that wc see the 
writings of the apostles and evangelists may be occasionally 
penned, and yet be the products of the Holy Ghost, and 
contain things necessary to be believed and done. 

Ans. 3. The particular, occasions of some of these 
writings being the errors or waverings of Christians in 
fundamental points, as appears from the Epistles to the 
Corinthians, Galatians, &c. and in others the busy indus- 
try of false apostles and deceitful workers, to pervert them 
from the faith ; that these Epistles were writ on such occa- 



* 'Avayxi^it t3 a.ym <mtZfxa xal Imvvrrtt tov Zyioy Aouxat*. Hxr. Ii. seel. 7. 
t Ibid. sect. 6. Euscb. lib. ii. cap. 15, 16. 

X 'AvayxAfyt tl ayter imZfxa to* 'ivAmv *rafctiT9vfjiiyettla.yyt\hra,tT$&t, Sccl. 6, 9. 
$ Kuseb. Eccles. Ilisl. lib. jii. cap. 24. Cbr/s. Horn. 1. iu Mttl. 
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sions, is rather a presumption that they were writ upon 
some fundamental points, than that they could not be in- 
dited upon these occasions. ^ 

Mpreoyer, great advantages arise from the occasional 
writing these Epistles, and such as might induce the Holy 
Spirit to excite them to that work. . For, 

1. All the occasions which they took 'to write from the 
disorders, errors, heresies, and mistakes, which at first 
crept into the church, render these writings standing rules 
for the decision of like cases through all future ages. 

2. The deportment of the apostles towards these errone- 
ous persons and disorderly walkers, the care they used to 
recover, or inform them better, the zeal and tenderness they 
shewed, and the rules they laid down in those cases, are 
excellent precedents and directions for all church gover- 
nors, in cases of like nature. 

3. All the occasions which they had to write for the 
direction of church governors, how to behave themselves 
in the church of God, to give rules for the qualifications 
of those who were to be admitted to those offices, and 
touching their behaviour in them for the settlement of the 
affairs of the church, and the decent and regular per-' 
formance of Divine service, afford us standing rules of 
government, and of admitting and ordaining a succession 
of those divers orders in the church. 

Lastly, These^ various occasions give us full assurance, 
that these Epistles must be written in those very times 
when these disorders happened, and these errors crept into 
the church, and so take off all jealousy or suspicion that 
they were writings contrived in the following ages of the 
church; whereas, had their writings been only systems of 
theological doctrines and rules of life, which equally con-. 
cerned all the ages of the church, it might have been more 
plausibly objected, that they were framed by some Christ-, 
ian bishops assembled for that end. 

, Obj. 3. But if all or most of the truths declared in 
these Epistles were to be received and believed as fun- 
damental articles, what then became of those Christians' 
who, were fallen asleep before those things in the Epistles 
were revealed to them ? 

: Ans. 1. This question equally concerns the evangelists,* 
and more especially the Gospel of St. John, which, say the 
ancients, was either the last portion of Scripture* which 
was written, or the last save his Epistles, it being written 
after his return from his exile in Patmos to Ephesus ; and 
so if it contain any fundamental articles, as necessary rules 
of life, what became of those Christians who died before 
they were revealed in it? 

Ans. 2. We say not, that all or most of the truths, de-, 
clared either in the Epistles or Gospels, are to be accounted 
fundamental or necessary articles; but only that some of 
them ought to be so accounted, especially those which 
have this character of a necessary article, or rule of life ; 
that the denial or nonpractice of them, is represented as 
that which will endanger our salvatiop, or cut us off from 
the communion of the church. 

Ans. 3. It is also a precarious supposition, that they 
who died before the Epistles were writ to them, must die 
before the necessary things contained in them were revealed 
to them, seeing we know that the apostles writ the same 

* " Novissimus omnium acrip$il evangelium." Hieron. Prttfat. in MfttU 
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tilings which they had preached before ; and St. Luke writ 
his Gospel, that Theophilus might inoiv the certainty of 
the things he had been taught ; and in thoso times of the 
effusion of the Spirit of wisdom and of knowledge, they had 
an unction which could teach them all things, (1 John ii. 
27.) and so supply the unavoidable defects of outward 
teachers. 

Obj. 4. The gospel was to bo preached to the poor ; now 
they aro not capable of sublime notious, nor can they com- 
prehend mysterious reasonings. 

Ans. 1. Whether this objection be intended against the 
necessity of believing the Epistles of St. Paul only, or also 
the Gospel of St. John, is uncertain ; the sublime notions 
and mysterious reasonings being common to both. 

Ans. 2. There seemeth no necessity of troubling the poor 
common people with sublimo notions, or mysterious reason- 
ings, since both the ancient church and our own catechism 
declare, That all the articles of Christian faith, common to 
all that bear that name, are comprised in the Apostles' 
Creed. For when the child sailh, My godfathers and my 
godmothers promised I should believe all the articles of the 
Christian faith, since it is evident they only stipulated for 
the belief of the Apostles' Creed in baptism, and when he 
doth rehearse those articles, he only doth rehearse the 
Apostles' Creed ; it is certain that, by our catechism, it must 
be supposed to contain all the articles of the Christian 
faith. • 

Moreover, it is very difficult, if not impossible, to make 
such persons have a right conception of the spiritual na- 
ture and the attributes of God, or to enable them, by rea- 
son, to prove the providence of God, or the immortality of 
the soul; but yet these things must be proposed to them as 
articles or foundations of their faith. And as it is not very 
difficult for them to learn from Scripture the truth of these 
things, so neither is it difficult from the same Scripture to 
learn the trnth of all the articles of the Apostles' Cree'd, even 
in that sense in which all Christian ages did receive them. 

In a word : were these mechanics as much concerned 
for spirituals as they are for temporals, as many of them 
have attained to great proficiency in their respective arts, 
so might they also, by a Christian diligence, attain a com- 
petent proficiency in all the necessary articles of Christian 
faith, and in the rules of Christian piety, or of their duty to 
God and man. Now Christianity being that doctrine which 
is after godliness, (Tit. i. 1.) I believe nothing is proposed 
in it as necessary to be believed to salvation, which hath 
not some tendency to the promotion of true piety. 

§. II. Having thus established the Divine authority of 
these Epistles, I shall endeavour to confirm the truth of the 
Christian faith from what is copiously delivered in them. 

This is of absolute necessity in this degenerate age, in 
which all manner of impiety exceedingly abounds, and 
men are by their lives disposed and even concerned to 
question the truth of that religion, and of those writings, 
which threaten the severest punishments to their enormi- 
ties ; and so industriously, and even impudently, pursue this 
black design both in their discourses and writings. 

Now to prove against these enemies of revealed religion, 
the truth and certainty of the Christian faith, from what is co- 
piously delivered in these Epistles, it will be only requisite 
to shew, that they contain a declaration of such things as 
could not possibly be true, but they must also be a full and 



convincing demonstration of the truth of the Christian faith, 
and that we have great reason to believe the truth of what 
is thus related by them. And, 

I. That they contain a declaration of such things as could 
not possibly be true, but they must also be a full and con- 
vincing declaration of the truth of the Christian .faith, the 
declaration they afford will be sufficient to evince : for it 
was this, 

TJiat the miraculous gifts and powerful operations of the 
Holy Ghost were plentifully afforded to them who preached 
the gospel to the world, and also to those Christian churches 
ivhich received tlte gospel, and embraced the faith they 
taught. 

By way of preface to what I shall collect from these 
Epistles, concerning these miraculous gifts and opera- 
tions of the Holy Ghost, it may deserve to be considered, 
that as the blessed Jesus spake as never man spake, that is, 
delivered such just, holy, beneficial commands, as never 
were before made known to the world; and did, for con- 
firmation of his doctrine, the works that no other man did: 
so was he pleased to lay the truth of his prophetic, office 
upon such future and miraculous events, as no impostor 
that had any wit would undertake, or could be able to 
perform. 

For the prophecies which he had undertaken to fulfil, 
and his own frequent declarations, made it necessary, 1. 
That he should die a peculiar death, i . c. by being lifted up 
upon the cross. 2. That in three days he should rise again. 
3. That after his resurrection his gospel should in the space 
of forty years, or before the destruction of Jerusalem, be 
propagated throughout the world, or the whole Roman 
empire. 4. That, in order to the propagation of it, the 
Holy Ghost should plentifully be vouchsafed to his apo- 
stles, and should endue them with power from on high, arid 
even enable them to do greater works than he himself had 
done. (John xiv. 12.) 

At the great day of the feast of tabernacles,, when all 
the Jews assembled at 'Jerusalem were joyful in their beth 
haschoavah, or house of drawing water, and were (say their 
traditions) in expectation that the Holy Ghostshouldfall 
upon them, Jesus stood and cried, saying, Jf any man thirst, 
let him come unto me, and drink: he that believeth in me, 
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living waters. This spake 
he of the Spirit, ivhich they that believedon him shotrfd receive. 
(John vii. 37, 38.) And at the close of his life on earth, 
he comforts his disciples with the promise of this Holy 
Ghost, who should continue with them, not only to teach 
them all things, and bring all things to their remembrance; 
but also to convince the world of sin, because they believed 
not in him ; and of his righteousness, who was so gloriously 
exalted to the right hand of God his Father; and of a future 
judgment, because the prince of this world, being cast out 
from those he had possessed, teas judged. (John xvi.7. 11.) 
And after his resurrection he speaks thus to them : Behold, 
I send the promise of my Father upon you, for ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, not many days hence: (Luke 
xxiv. 49.) and ye shall receive power, after the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses to me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and to the 
utmost parts of the earth. (Acts i. 8.) And, lastly, to en- 
courage others to believe the doctrine which they taught, 
he saith, Tlicse signs shall follow them that believe;^ in my 
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name shall they cast out devils, they shall speak icith new 
tongues, they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any 
deadly thing it shall not hurt them; tlmj shall lay hands 
on the sick, and they shall recover. Now I desire to know 
whether any thing of this nature was ever "undertaken, 
or laid as the foundation of their credit, by any other author 
of any doctrine, religion, sect, or heresy? Whether they 
ever made their own violent death and resurrection the 
foundation of their veracity ; or promised the like powers 
and assistances, when they were risen, to those who should 
promote or should embrace their doctrine? Or, whether 
that which no man else durst undertake, was not performed 
by the holy Jesus so effectually, as that his doctrine pre- 
sently prevailed, and was received throughout the world, 
in 'spite of all the opposition of men and devils made 
against it, and wrought in Christians such a lasting faith, 
as time and vice, though most concerned to do it, were 
never able to deface ? 

But though we have no instances of any other persons 
that made the like attempts, yet do our Lord's disciples 
tread exactly in their Master's steps : for the first thing, 
which they declared to the world was this, that the fore- 
runner of their Lord, John the Baptist, when Jerusalem, 
and all Judea, and all the regions about Jordan, and in 
particular the pharisees and sadducees, the publicans and 
soldiers, repaired to his baptism, declared in the audience 
of them all, There was one shortly to come after him, one 
that stood then among them, who wonld baptize them 
with the Holy Ghost, and fire. (Matt. Mil.) They also 
add, that their Lord both before and after his resurrection 
made a like promise to them, that he would suddenly send 
down upon them the Spirit promised by the Father, that 
they should receive power from on high, and be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, and so should be enabled to be wit- 
nesses of his resurrection and of his doctrine. 

When these apostles had themselves received the Holy 
Ghost, they declare, they only had received what God had 
promised by the prophet Joel, saying, ii. 28. It shall come 
to pass in the last days, I will pour my Spirit upon all flesh; 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams, Acts ii. 1G. where note, that it is a received rule 
among the Jews, that the last days, when used by the pro- 
phets, do signify the times of the Messiah. (See the note 
on 1 Tim. iv. 1.) Note also, that God of old revealed his 
will to his people by visions, dreams, and by prophetic 
revelations; so that this is a promise, that in the days of 
the Messiah God would miraculously pour his Spirit upon 
men, and by that Spirit would enable them to prophesy, 
and to reveal his will to others. Yea, they say boldly to 
all that stood amazed at it, Repent, dud be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; for 
the promise is to you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
Here then we see how fully they both claim a promise of 
the Holy Ghost made by their Master to them, and also 
promise the like gift to them who should believe and be 
baptized in his name. 

Now, these promises were actually performed and made 
good before they were indited, and put in the records of the 
Christian faith, the writings of the apostles and evangelists, 



or they were not ; if all these promises were fulfilled before 
the records which contain them were indited, then had 
Christ sent the Holy Ghost upon the apostles, and given 
them the promise of the Father, then the believing Jews and 
gentiles were actually baptized with the Holy Ghost, and 
were enabled to speak with tongues and prophesy ; and so 
Christ must have given certain demonstration both of his 
resurrection and his promises: but if these promises were 
not made good before these records were indited, then the 
whole story of St. John, and of the Acts of the Apostles, 
might easily have been' convinced of falsehood by many 
thousand living witnesses, both in Jerusalem and in all 
other places where they lay the scene of this great dispen- 
sation ; because they had heard nothing of these things, but 
from their histories : then, by the suffrage of our own evan- 
gelists, our Lord's forerunner must be a deceiver, when he 
declared the Messiah should baptize them with the Holy 
Ghost and fire, whom he had then baptized with water; 
yea, in those very histories designed to convince others that 
Jesus was Christ, they must leave on record a promise, 
made not to them only, but to all believers, which never 
. was fulfilled ; the apostles also must be falsely introduced, 
saying, This was that which was spoken by the prophet Joel, 
and with the greatest impudence promising that Holy 
Ghost to others which they themselves had not received ; 
and surely then those Jews, which after all Christ's mira- 
cles required a sign, would have required of the apostles, 
Where is that great effusion of the Spirit promised by the 
prophet Joel, which may assure us, that the times of the 
Messiah are now come? Where is that fiery baptism? 
Where are those rivers of spiritual water which your pre- 
tended Christ, and his forerunner, promised ? Let us see 
them that we may believe him. With what face could St. 
Peter promise that Holy Ghost to others, upon faith in 
Christ, which they themselves had not received? or with 
what face could Luke declare he did this before such an 
audience, of which the greatest part must be then living, 
and so as with that promise to convert three thousand souls, 
had neither these converts, nor this audience, found any 
experience of that affair? In fine, if these apostles were 
not assisted with these miraculous powers of the Holy 
Ghost, they must be well assured, that he who had so oft en- 
gaged whilst he lived to send this Comforter to them, and 
at his resurrection promised, that in a few days they should 
all be baptized with the Holy Ghost, was a deceiver and 
false prophet; and then what motive could they have, or 
how could they conceive it a thing possible, to be his wit- 
nesses successfully to the uttermost parts of the earth? If 
by the coming of the Holy Ghost upon them they were in- 
deed enabled to speak all languages ; this gift was a suffi- 
cient confirmation of the resurrection and ascension of that 
Jesus who thus made good his promise to them. If they* 
had no such gift, how was it possible that such unlearned 
persons, who only understood their mother-tongue, should 
discourse in their several languages to the Romans, Gre- 
cians, Egyptians, Persians, Armenians, Scythians, Indians, 
and all the barbarous nations of the world? And to what 
purpose was it for them to travel to those nations, to stand 
mute among them, or else to tell a story to them of which 
they could not understand one word? If, as the sacred 
story doth inform us, they preached the* word with demon- 
stration of the Spirit, and power ; i f they ivent forth preach- 
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ing every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming 
the word with signs following , God also bearing tvitness to 
them by signs and miracles, and by divers powers and distri- 
butions of the Holy Ghost, llicu might they boldly say, We 
are his witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Ghost, 
tvhich God hath given to those that obey him. (Acts v. 32.) 
But if no sqch assistance was vouchsafed to them, what 
evidence could they give to the world that he had sent 
them on this errand? or how could they expect to reverse 
all the ancient laws and religions of the world, and to per- 
suade all nations to own and worship, as the great Saviour 
of the world, one who was lately hanged on a tree? Their 
compliance therefore with this mission, and. their conti- 
nuance in this testimony under those dreadful miseries they 
suffered for it, as well as their incredible success in the 
propagation of the Christian faith to every nation, will not 
suffer us to doubt that they were well assured of the com- 
pletion of this promise to them, and so of ChristVmira- 
culons assistance of them. 

§. III. Moreover; these Epistles do almost severally con- 
tain sufficient proofs of the effusion of the Holy Ghostupon 
believers, and of his miraculous assistance of the first 
preachers of the Christian faith, and jointly do concur to 
make this evidence triumphant over infidelity. For/ 
' First, St. Paul writes to the Romans thus ; I long to see 
you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, to the end 
you may be established, Rom. i. 11. (See the note there.) 
For I knoiv (saith he), that when I come to see you> I shall 
come in the fulness, rr\g tvkoyiag, of the blessing of the gospel 
of Christ, xv. 29. f. e. that fulness of spiritual gifts with 
which all Christians were blessed in Christ Jesus, accord- 
ing to that promise of the prophet Isaiah, xliv. 2, 3. Fear 
not, Jacob my servant, and Israel whom I have chosen, for I 
will put my Spirit on thy seed, teal rag tvXoyiag /jlov, and my 
blessings on thy children. Now that the apostle came J.o 
Rome, both Scripture and the whole current of antiquity 
attest: either then he came to them with the fulness of the' 
blessings of the gospel of Christ, and did impart unto them 
those spiritual gifts which tended to confirm them in the 
Christian faith, or he did not: if he did impart them, he 
gave them an assured demonstration of the certainty of 
Christian faith ; if he did not, he himself ministered to 
them a full dbjection against his own apostleship : for this 
must render him a vain-boaster of things he -was not ablo to 
perform, and a deceiver of the church of Rome. And why 
then doth he speak thus to them? I have whereof I may 
glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to 
God: for I will not dare to speak of any thing tvhich Christ 
hath not wrought by me, to make the gentiles obedient in 
tyord and deed, in the power of signs and wonders, and in 
the power of the Spirit of God. (Rom. xv. 17— 19.) These 
powers, saith he, have accompanied my preaching from 
Jerusalem, round about unto lllyricum, and this grace, saith 
he, was given to me of God,that I should be the minister of 
Jesus Christ to the gentiles, ministering the gospel of God to 
them, that the offering up of the gentiles might be acceptable, 
being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. Where he compares 
himself, preaching the gospel, to the priest, conversant 
about his sacrifice, to prepare and fit it to be offered : the 
gentiles' dedicated by him to the service of God, arc his sa- 
crifice or oblation ; the Holy Spirit conferred upon them is 
the libamen by which they arc sanctified, and rendered ac- 



ceptable to God. Moreover; the Epistle to the Romans 
must be false, or else it must be sent by the apostle before 
he had seen Rome, for it contained an intimation that he 
had not then seen, them, a desire to see them, and a promise 
to come to them ; for, saith he, J make it my request to God, 
if by any means, now at length, I might have a prosperous 
journey by the will of God, to come to you, for I long to see 
you; (Rom. i. 10^ 11. 13.) and, I of ten purposed to come to 
you, but teas let hitherto: and again, I have been much hin- 
dered from coming to you; having therefore a great desire 
these many years to come to you, whensoever I take my jour- 
ney into Spain I will come to you, (xv. 22—24.) It is also 
certain that he afterward did see them; for after his appeal 
to Czesar he was sent to Rome, and lived there at least two 
years: he therefore must have scnthis Epistle to them, and 
they must havo received it before that time. In a word, 
from those words in the close of this Epistle, xv. 25, 26. 
But now I go to Jerusalem to minister to the saints ; for it 
hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a cer- 
tain contribution for the poor saints that are at Jerusalem; 
it is evident he writ this Epistle before that collection was 
carried by him to Jerusalem in' the third year of Nero, 
and sent it from Corinth, as the postscript saith. Note 
also, that this Epistle is often cited by St. Clemens and 
Poly carp. 

In his Epistle to the church of Corinth, he declares, they 
were, enriched with all utterance, and knowledge, or in 
tongues and prophecy, 1 Cor. i. 5. (see the note there :) 
that they abounded in every thing, in faith, in utterance, 
and knowledge, (2 Cor. viii. 7.) so that they came behind the 
other churches in no gift. His twelfth chapter begins thus: 
Noiv concerning spiritual gifts, I would not have you igno- 
rant, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus 
accursed; and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost. Now there are diversities of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are differences of administra- 
tions (or offices in the church to which these gifts belong), 
but (all proceeding from) the same Lord; and there are di- 
versities of operations (performed by these gifted men), but it 
is the same God who worketh all (these operations) in (them) 
all, (ver. 4 — 6.) Then he proceeds to the enumeration of 
the gifts conferred upon the officers and members of the 
church, viz. tho gifts of knowledge, wisdom, prophecy, 
and the discerning of spirits; the gift of miracles, of faith, 
of healing," of divers kinds of tongues, and the interpreta- 
tion of them; saying, that God had placed in ihe church, 
first apostles ; secondly ? prophets; thirdly, teachers; after 
that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, governments, di- 
versities of tongues; concluding w r ith this question, Are all 
apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers 
of miracles? have all the gifts of healing ? do all speak with 
tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts; 
and yet shew I to you a more excellent way, even that of 
charity: for, though I have the gift of prophecy, and under- 
stand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have 
all faith, so that I can remove mountains, and have no cha- 
rity, I am nothing: (xiii. 1,2.) for prophecies shall fail, 
and tongues shall cease, and knowledge shall be done away, 
but charity never faileth, (ver. 8.) 

Now this Epistle must be indited and sent to them whilst 
their schisms, contentions, and disorders remained, be- 
cause it was designed to correct them 3 and whilst St. Paul 
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was in a capacity to come to them, and so before his bonds, 
because he saith, Tlie rest will I set in order when I come, 
(xi. 34.) Hence, after notice given of their schisms, con- 
tentions, and divisions, he adds, Tliese things have I in a 
figure transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that 
you might learn in us, not to think of men above that which 
is written, that no one of you be puffed up, for one against 
anotlier, (iv. 6.) saying, I have also sent Timotheus to you, 
and I myself will come unto you shortly ; and then he puts 
the question to them thus, What will you? that I come unto 
you ivith a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness? 
(ver. 16 — 19.) Chap. v. he commands them to put away 
from them, and to deliver up to Satan, the incestuous per- 
son ; and that accordingly they did so, his Second Epistle 
shews, in which he writes to them to forgive and comfort 
him. (2 Cor. ii.7.) 

Moreover, he whites part of this Epistle in answer to some 
questions they had sent to him, which required a speedy 
answer, as being cases of conscience which concerned their 
conversation, their freedom from idolatry, and the preserva- 
tion of weak Christians. The rest of his Epistle is spent in 
endeavouring to correct their great disorders about the sacra- 
ment, their church-assemblies, and the use of their spiritual 
gifts, (chap. xi. andxiv.) and their great error touching the 
resurrection/(chap.xv.)and to give directions touching their 
charity, (chap, xvi.) All which things required speedy in- 
structions; and that this Epistle was sent accordingly, the 
words do manifest : JFfien I come, whomsoever you shall ap- 
prove by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality 
to Jerusalem ; and if it be meet that I go also, they shall go 
with me, (xvi. 3, 4.) Now I will come to you when I pass 
through Macedonia, and it may be that I will abide, yea, and 
winter with you, (ver. 5, 6.) I say, hence it is evident, that 
they soon received this Epistle; for they accordingly n^ade 
their collections, with which he went up to Jerusalem; and 
in his Second Epistle he apologizes for not coming to them, 
according to those words, i. 16,17. Moreover, the Second 
Epistle is a strong confirmation of the First, in which he 
hath pointed out unto them those disorders which he would 
have remedied, those things he would have done before his 
coming; for in this he tells them, their obedience to his 
former letter had filled him with joy and comfort,' that his 
instructions concerning the incestuous person had found so 
good effect, that they approved themselves to be clear in 
this matter, and caused him to rejoice, that he could have 
such confidence in them in all things, (chap, vii.) Whence 
it is evident, they had not only then received, but in some 
measure had complied with the instructions given them in 
that Epistle. > 

Add to this, that Clemens Romanus, with the whole 
church of Rome, in an epistle sent to the Corinthians, not 
many years after this of St. Paul's was written, declares, 
(§. 2.) that there was 7rA//pTjc ay(ov TrvtvfiaTot; tyxvmg hr\ 
ttuvtus, a full effusion of the Holy Ghost upon them all; and 
that St. Paul had written to them an Epistle touching their 
divisions about himself (§.37.) and Cephas and Apollos; 
which is a great confirmation, both of the early knowledge 
and use of this Epistle in the church, as also of the truth of 
what St. Paul rclatcth in it, touching the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost conferred upon them. 

In his Epistle to the Galatians, he compares himself 
with the chief of the apostles, and the pillar* of the church, 



declaring, that he that wrought effectually in Peter, to the 
apostleship of the circumcision, was as efficacious in him to* 
wards the gentiles ,\ that these pillars saw, and perceived by 
the grace given to him, that the gospel of the uncircumcision 
was committed to him, as the gospel of the circumcision was 
to Peter, and therefore gave to him the right hand of fellow* 
ship; that he with Barnabas should go to the gentiles, and 
they to the circumcision; (ii; 7 — 9.) adding, for consolation 
to the gentiles, that Christ had redeemed tkemfrom the curse 
of the law, that the blessing of Abraham might come upon 
the gentiles, that they might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith ; (iii. 13.) and also, that through the Spirit 
they did wait for thb hope of righteousness by faith, (v. 5.) 

Now in this Epistle, he mentions the life that he now 
lived in the flesh, (ii. 20.) his fear of them, his desire to see 
them, and the desire of the false brethren to exclude him 
from any share in their affections, and the persecutions he 
yet suffered in the flesh : (iii. 2. iv. 11. 15. 17. 20. v. 11.) and 
he concludes it thus : You see how large a letter I have writ- 
ten to you with my' own hand ; and from henceforth let no 
man trouble me> for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord 
Jesus, (vi.11.17.) Which words demonstrate, that this 
Epistle must be written and sent to them whilst he lived, 
after he had suffered greatly for the name of Christ. More- 
over, the occasion of it shews it must be written by St. 
Paul himself ; for it was written upon occasion of some 
Judaizers, who preached up the necessity of circumcising 
the gentiles, and requiring them to observe the law of Mo- 
ses, and who endeavoured to disparage this apostle, who 
had^taught the contrary, as inferior to other apostles, and 
his doctrine as contrary to what they taught: now these 
distempers requiring a speedy remedy, we cannot doubt 
but the apostle sent this Epistle to them, as soon as he had 
heard how they had been perverted from the sincerity of 
the faith. It is also cited by Polycarp ad Philip. §. 5. 

In his Epistle to the Ephesians, he tells them, he was 
made a minister of the. gospel according to the gift of the 
grace of God given to him, by the effectual working of his 
power; (iii. 7.) and, that to every one of us is given grace 
according' to the measure of the gift of Christ : for, he-as- 
cending up on high, gave gifts unto men: and, he gave some 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers; and that all these had their spiritual gifts : (see 
the note on iv. 7, ,8. 11.) and adds, that after they believed, 
they were sealed with the spirit of promise,* which is. the 
k earnest of our inheritance, till the redemption of the pur- 
chased possession, (i. 13, 14.) 

Now in this Epistle he makes mention of his bonds, and 
of his being then an ambassador in bonds, (vi. 20.) saying, 
I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for. you gentiles; I 
Paul, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you, (iii. 1. iv. 1;) 
This Epistle therefore must be sent unto them \VhiIst he 
was in.bonds at Rome ; and so it must be sent unto them 
anno Christi 62. since Paul was set at liberty the next year. 
He also adds, that it was sent by Tychicus, whom he sent 
to them on purpose, to make known his affairs whilst he 
abode at Rome, and begs their prayers for courage in 
making known the mystery of the gospel, whilst he was thus 
in bonds, (vi. 19—22.) 

Moreover, this Epistle is cited by St. Clemens, (Ep. ad 
Cor. §. 46.) about six years after the writing of it. It is 
twice cited by Polycarp, (§. 1. 12.) in his epistle to tho 
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Philippians. Ignatius (§.12.) in his epistle to the Ephc- 
sians, saith, that St. Paul in his whole Epistle made men- 
tion of them in Christ Jesus: so early was this Epistle 
known to and read by the Christians. 

In his Epistle to the ColossianS, he declares, that ho had 
laboured in preaching the gospel to them, according to the 
energy of him that wrought with him, iv Swa/«i, by a mighty 
power, (i. 29.) and saith, Let the word of God dwell in you 
richly in allivisdom, teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs, (iii.lG.) Now 
in this Epistle he saith, thatho then rejoiced in the afflictions 
which he suffered for them, (i. 24.) Ho also speaks of his 
solicitude for them, and those ofLaodicea, and for as many 
as had not seen his face in Christ, of his salutation with his 
own hand, (iv. 18.) and of his bonds, and of his sending 
Tychicus and Oncsimus, to give them an account of his 
affairs, and of the salutations of many brethren. He there- 
fore, and they also, must be all alive when this Epistle was 
sent to them. 

In his Epistle to the Thessalonians, he testifies, his gos- 
pel came unto tJcem not in word only, but in power, and in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance, and that they re- 
ceived the word with much affliction, but yet with joy of the 
Holy Ghost ; (1 Thess. i. 5, 6.) and for this he appeals to 
their own experience, adding these words, Ye know what 
manner of persons toe were amongst you for your sakes; 
whence he infers, that he that despised his admonitions, 
despised not man, but God, who also had given themhisHoly 
Spirit, (iv. 8.) 

Now in this Epistle he speaks of his absence from them, 
and of his great desire to see them, (1 Thess. ii. 17,) of his 
solicitude for their steadfastness under their sufferings, (iii. 
5, 6.) his sending Timothy to give him an account of it, his 
comfort when he heard that they stood firm ; and maketh 
Sylvanus and Timothcus his associates in sending it. This 
Epistle therefore must be written whilst both they and he 
were living, and itis cited by Polycarp in his Epistle to the 
Philippians, §. 11. 

In his Epistle to Titus, he speaks thus, (iii. 5,6.) Accord- 
ing to his mercy lie saved us, by the washing of regenera- 
tion, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he shed on 
us abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Now, of 
epistles thus written to particular persons, I think it need- 
less to prove, that they were written whilst both St. Paul 
and they were living, and were not sent unto them from, or in 
another world : though that is here sufficiently proved from 
these words, iii. 12. lVJien I shall send Artemas to thee, or 
Tychicus, be diligent to come to me to Nicopolis. 

Arg. 2. §. IV. Secondly, That God vouchsafed to the pro- 
fessors and first propagators of the Christian faith these 
admirable powers, and various distributions of the Holy 
Ghost, is farther evident from this consideration, that the 
apostles in all their contests and debates with friends and 
adversaries, believers and rejecters of the Christian faith, 
false apostles, antichrists, corrupters of it, and apostates 
from it, appeal with greatest confidence to these miraculous 
operations and distributions of the Holy Ghost. 

In their first controversy, touching the resurrection of 
our Lord, gainsaid by the rulers of the Jews, St. Peter 
speaks thus to them : TJie God of our fathers hath raised 
np Jesus whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Iliin hath 
God exalted to his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, 



to give repentance to Israel, and remission of sins. And we 
are his tvitnesses of these things; and so is also that Holy 
Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him. (Acts 
v. 30—32.) And again, This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses; therefore being by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the 
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shewed forth this, which 
ye now see and hear. (Acts ii.32, 33.) Now evident it is, 
this plea could not be offered to convince these rulers, by 
an appeal to their own senses, without the- highest impu- 
dence and plain confusion of their cause, had there been 
no effusion of the Holy Ghost imparted to the apostles 
who attested, and believers which embraced this faith ; nor 
could it have been published in that generation, and re- 
corded by St. Luke, as made by the apostles before so 
great an auditory, if it had been false, so many witnesses 
being then living to confute this story. 

Secondly, The next dispute arose betwixt St Peter and 
the converts of the circumcision, accusing him as a trans- 
gressor, for eating and conversing with Cornelius, and 
other uncircumeiscd persons ; in which case his apology 
runs thus : As I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on 
them, as upon us at the beginning. Then remembered I the 
word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized 
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy GhosU 
Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did to 
us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ ; what ivas I, that! 
could withstand God? (Acts xi. 15 — 17.) And thus he puts 
to silence the zealots for the circumcision, men too tena- 
cious of their rites, too zealous for the law, to be satisfied 
with any thing that did not carry with it a convincing 
evidence. 

Thirdly, A third contest arose at Antioch, where some 
believing Jews contended, that it was necessary to circum- 
cise the gentile converts, and to command them to observe 
the law of Moses: this vain pretension St. Peter baffles 
by this argument, that God who knows the hearts bare them 
witness, that whilst uncircumeised they were accepted 
with him, by giving them the Holy Ghost even as he did to 
us, and putting no difference betwixt them and us, purifying 
their hearts by faith ; and thence concluding, that by en- 
deavouring to put this yoke on the believing gentiles, they 
would tempt, that is, would disbelieve, and even oppose 
themselves to that God who had vouchsafed so clear a de- 
monstration of his acceptance of them, not being circum- 
cised. (Acts xv. 8, 9.) Hence also the whole college of 
the apostles write unto them thus : It seemed good to the 
Holy Ghost to lay upon you no such burden, (vcr. 28.) 

Fourthly, When the zealots had infected the church of 
the Galatians with the pernicious doctrine of the neces- 
sity of circumcision, and of the observation of the law of 
Moses, St. Paul writes thus to them : foolish Galatians! 
who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth? 
This only would I learn of you : Received ye the spirit (in 
his miraculous gifts and operations) by (obedience to) the 
wdrks of the law, or by the hearing of faith? (Gal. iii.l, 2.) 
If by the latter, as ye know ye did, this is a demonstration 
that your justification and acceptance with God, is the 
fruit of faith in Christ, not of obedience to the law of 
Moses ; this the apostle reassumes, saying, He that mi- 
nistereth the Spirit to you, andw6rketh miracles among you, 
doth he it by (virtue of your obedience to) the works of the 
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law, or by the hearing of faith? We see then, this was the 
chief argument which carried the cause in the council at 
Jerusalem, and which is urged by St. Paul to confirm the 
Galatians in the truth, and silence those who laboured to 
prevail upon them to admit of circumcision, and the ob- 
servance of the law of Moses : this confirmation therefore 
of the truth of the Christian faith was such, as none con- 
cerned to do it then were able to gains&y, much less can 
any now find reason to doubt of it. 

In the Epistle to the church of Corinth, he is even forced 
to prove the truth of his apostleship, against those false 
apostles and deceitful xvorkers who had set up against him, 
and for the satisfaction of those Corinthians who sought a 
proof of Jesus Christ speaking in him. (2 Cor. xiii. 3.) He 
therefore justifies and confirms it by declaring, that the 
signs of an apostle have been wrought among them by him, 
in all patience, in signs and wonders, and in mighty deeds; 
(2 Cor. xii. 12.) that he was not a whit behind the very chief 
of the apostles in these gifts; (xi. 5, 6.) that both he and his 
fellow-labourers among them approved themselves as the 
ministers of Christ by the Holy Ghost, by the word of truth, 
and by the power of God; (vi. 6, 7.) that they to whom he 
writ were manifestly declared to be his letters commenda- 
tory, as being the epistle of Christ ministered by him, tvrzt- 
ten not with ink, but by the Spirit of the living God, (chap, 
iii.) and that they came behind the other churches in no gift, 
(xii. 13.) To the Galatians infected with the like distemper, 
he declares/that he who wrought effectually in Peter to the 
apostleship of the circumcision, was as efficacious in him 
towards the gentiles; and that this was so manifest even 
to the chief of the apostles, that they were by the grace 
vouchsafed to him convinced that the gospel of the uncir- 
cumcision was by Christ committed to his charge. 

Some there seem to have been among the members of 
the church of Corinth, who liad not the knowledge of the 
truth, and who even questioned whether Christ was among 
them or not: to them he testifieth, that the church of Corinth 
came behind the other churches in no gift, and that by this 
the testimony of Christ was confirmed among them; (ICor. i. 
5 — 7. see the note there :) that the word he preached was 
not delivered in the enticing words of human wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit, and of power, that their faith 
might not seem to consist in the wisdom of man, but in the 
power of the Holy Ghost; (ii. 4, 5.) thatGod had established 
them in Christ, by giving the earnest of his Spirit in their 
hearts. (2 Cor. i.21, 22.) Now for the truth of what he thus 
delivers, he makes a solemn and religious appeal to their 
own hearts and consciences, saying, We are made manifest 
to God, and toe trust also we are made manifest in your own 
consciences, (2 Cor. v. 11.) for we are not as many who cor- 
rupt the word, but as of sincerity, as of God, in the sight of 
God speak tee in Christ, (ii. 17.) We do by manifestation of 
the truth commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the 
sight of God, (iv. 2.) Yea, ho appeals to all the prophets and 
spiritual men among them, not only for the truth, but also 
for the Divine authority of his Epistles, saying, If any man 
be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the 
things I write unto you are the commandments of God. 
(1 Cor. vii. 3. 7.) Now evident it is, that arguments of this 
nature neither could be urged by this apostle without con- 
fusion to his cause, and the impairing of his credit; nor, 
being offered, could prevail upon the church of Achaia, and 



other churches, to own him as a true apostle, and his 
Epistles as the commandments of the Lord, had not the mat- 
ter of fact, on which they did entirely depend, been incon- 
testable. For, had these things been false, or question- 
able, they whom he styleth false apostles and deceitful 
workers, must have been able to reply, that he himself, in 
his appeal to the miraculous operations of the Holy Ghost 
for confirmation of his doctrine and apostleship, must have 
been guilty of that very crime he laid to their charge; and 
all the churches to which he had directed these epistles, 
must rather be confirmed in the suspicions they had enter- 
tained against him, than wrought off from them by these 
vain pretences and false surmises of those distributions of 
the Holy Spirit of which they had found no experience, 
and had received no convincing evidence. 

The believing Jews lay under two dangerous distem- 
pers: the first was that which St. James takes notice of in 
his Epistle, viz. that faith alone would be sufficient to savo 
them without works; and upon this the heretics mentioned 
by Irenaeus,* and others, grounded their licentious doc- 
trines, that they might live as they listed, they being not to 
be saved by good works, but by faith only. The second 
was a proneness to apostacy, or falling back from the faith 
to Judaism, to avoid persecution: and this the heretics also 
so far improved, as to declare it lawful, in times of perse- 
cution, to commit idolatry, ,+ and to deny Christ with the 
mouth. Now in opposition to, the first assertion, St. Paul, 
in his second chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, shews 
the necessity of taking more abundant heed to the pre- 
cepts of Christianity, as being all confirmed by signs and 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost; and therefore puts 
to them the question thus ; If the word spoken by angels 
was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received 
a just recompense of reward; how shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation, which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by them that 
heard it? God also bearing them witness both with signs 
and wonders, and divers miracles and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, according to his own wilL In opposition to their 
proneness to apostacy, he declares it a most dreadful thing 
to fall from the profession of the Christian faith, after they 
had received such strong convictions of it, by those gifts 
of the Holy Ghost they had received with it: for, saith he, 
it is impossible for them who were once enlightened, and have 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and have been made partalcers 
of the Holy Ghost, and yet fall away, to be renewed to re- 
pentance, seeing they crucify again the Son of God, and put 
him to an open shame, (vi. 4—6. see the note there.) Again, 
to such, there remains no more sacrifice for sin, but a fear- 
ful looking-for of judgment and fiery indignation, seeing 
they trample under foot the Son of God, and count the blood 
of the covenant, by which they were sanctified, an unholy 
thing, and reproach the Spirit of grace, (x. 2G. 29. see the 
note there.) Now visible it is, that the foundation of both 
these arguments depends upon the certainty of this mat- 
ter, that God confirmed the truth of the doctrine delivered 
by Christ and his apostles, by divers miracles and gifts of 



* "Ut liberns agero quao velint, secandfim enim ipsius gratiam salvor! homines, 
et non secondum opera justa." Iren.lib, i, cap. 20. Theodoret. User. Fob. lib. i. 
cap. 1. 

t Orij. contra Celsaro, lib, ti. p. 282. 
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the Holy Ghost, and that Christians then wcro made par- 
takers of those gifts. / 

Lastly, Against the seductions of the antichrists and the 
deceivers, which were then crept into the church, St. John 
fortifies, the .believers with these words: These things have 
I written concerning them that deceive you. But the anoint- 
ing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye 
need not that any one teach you, but as the same anointing 
teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie; and 
even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (1 John ii. 
26, 27.) And again, Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God; for many false pro- 
phets are gone out into the world. By this ye shall know the 
Spirit of God; every spirit that confesseth Jesus Christ 
coming in the flesh, is of God; and every spirit that con- 
fesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of 
God, (iv. 1 — 3. see the strength of the argument in the 
note there.) And it is the Spirit that witnesscth that Jesus 
is the Son of God, because the Spirit is truth, (v. C.) He 
that believeth in the Son of God hath the witness in himself, 
(ver. 10.) Now when men thus lay claim in their epistles to 
their converts to the power of God co-operating with them 
in the promotion of the faith, declaring, that he testified to 
the truth of what they preached by divers miracles and 
gifts of the Holy 6host; when they confidently speak of 
an unction of the Spirit of truth abiding in them, of which 
they to whom they write were made partakers, and by this 
very argument endeavour to convince them what a dread- 
ful thing it would be for them to despise the admonitions 
they had given, or to neglect the great salvation they had 
tendered to them; there can remain no cause of doubting 
of the truth of these assertions, especially when they to 
whom they write not only do continue steadfast in the faith, 
but also do admit those writings which assert these things, 
as Divine records, and the word of God. 

* And this argument will be much strengthened from this 
consideration, that tho primitive professors, in all the con- 
flicts with Jews, gentiles, magicians, false prophets, here- 
tics, and false pretenders to be the successors of the apo- 
stles, still used this argument from the miraculous opera- 
tions the Christians then performed, and the gifts of the 
Holy Ghost they still received and exercised, as an effec- 
tual confirmation of the Christian faith, and a sufficient 
confutation of the pretences of their adversaries ; v. g. 

• First, From this they prove to the* Jews, that God had 
deserted them, and was now graciously present with the 
Christian assemblies; that the Schcchinah and prophetic 
gifts,* which w T ere long since departed from them, were still 
extant among Christians, and exercised both by menmnd 
women. - 

Secondly, Hence they triumph over the heathen dcities,f 
that by the name of Jesus such cures were wrought on the 
diseased, as none of their supposed deities could per- 
form ; and that they by this name expelled those devils 



♦ Tt&fk ya{ tifttf juttftixfi vC» 9rf3<f*iTixi xctfirfJULTeL iff-ru, \% cl xal ay-rot ffwitvtti o^li- 
Aitr; or* t£ waXxti h *£ yim Ipxy iVra, itf f/t*S; fAtrtrMn. Just. Dial. Trvpb.p.308. 
B. et 315. Orig. contra Celsum, lib. ii. p. 62. et lib. vii. p. 357. 

t 'Tiro Tort aXXvv «rarr*y IwfffXiTToSr, xal iircurair, xetl ^apfjULXiurxv f*h l&Qlrra; ta- 
d-avre. Just. Mart. Apal. i. p. 45. Vide Theophyl. ad Autolicom, lih. ii. p. 87. 
Tertall. Apal. cap. 23. Cjpr. de Idol. Van. Ox. p. 14. ad Demetr. p, 191. Arnob. 
Jib. i. p. 29. Lactanl. Jib. jr. cap. 27. 



which their conjurors could not expel, and forced them to 
confess they were evil spirits. 

Thirdly, They triumph over the Simonians* and gnos- 
tics, the magicians and heretics of their times, by the same 
arguments, that they could neither cure all diseases, nor 
expel all kinds of devils, as the Christians did. 

Fourthly, By this they, after the example of St. Paul, 
1 Cor. xii. 3. and of St John, 1 John iv. 1 — 3. taught 
Christians to distinguish + betwixt true and false prophets; 
and by this they confuted the Montanists, because they left 
no succession of prophets, which yet continued in the true 
church of Christ. Some heretics finding themselves unable 
even to pretend to such a gift of prophecy as the Gospel of 
St. John had promised, and the Epistles of St. Paul men- 
tioned, s rejected both that Gospel and those Epistles. Now 
these, saith Irenaeus, % are unhappy men, •' qui gratiam 
prophctiac repellunt ab ecelesia," who go about to exclude 
the grace of prophecy from the church, and thereby make 
themselves false prophets, i. e. assertors of things in God's 
name which they have not received from him. 

Lastly, As for the true successors of the apostles, Ire- 
naeus§ informs us, that " cum successione apostolatus 
charisma vcritatis certum secundum beneplacitum patris 
acccpcrunt," with. their succession they received the gift of 
truth; and hence infers, that " ubi igitur charismata Do- 
mini posita sunt, ibi discere oportct veritatem," where there- 
fore these gifts of the Lord are placed, there the truth is to 
be learned. 

Arg. 3. §. V. The prayers and the thanksgivings made 
for these Divine assistances, the charges the apostles gave 
concerning them, the exhortations and directions which 
they send to Christian governors and churches, touching 
these gifts and operations of the Holy Ghost, are a con- 
vincing demonstration that they were frequent, and noto- 
riously exercised in the church of God. For instance, I 
thank my God (saith the apostle to the church of Corinth) 
for tlie grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ, that 
in every thing ye are enriched by him in all utterance and 
all knowledge (or in tongues and prophecy), so that ye come 
behind the other churches in no gift. (1 Cor. i. 5—7. see the 
note there.) He begins his Epistle to the church of Ephc- 
sus thus : Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, tvho hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly things in Christ: (Eph. i. 3. see the note there.), 
praying that the same God would give to them the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him, (vcr. 17.) 
He prays for .the Romans, that they may abound in hope 
through the power of the Holy Ghost, (xv. 13.) and for his 
Colossians, that they may be filled zvith the knowledge of his 
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, (i. 9.) 

Having convened the Asiatic bishops, he requires them 
to take heed to the flock over which the Holy Ghost had 
made them overseers. (Acts xx. 28.) To the church of Rome 
he speaks thus: Having therefore, x a 9^ ara ^a^opa, dif- 
ferent gifts, whether prophecy, let us do it according to th€ 
proportion of faith; or ministering, let us wait on onr mi- 

♦ " Saper hsre argueotnr qoi snnt a Simonc, et Carpocrate, ct si qui alii virtotea 
operari dienntnr— — per inagicas e!asiones, nee emin cscois possunt donare visum, 
neqoa surdis auditunr.neque omnes daemones eflugarc," &c. Iren.lib.ii.cap. 55, 56. 

t Hernias, lib.ii. cap. 11, 12. Euscb. Hist. Eccles. lib. v. cap. 15. Sec tbe sec- 
tioa of the gift of prophecy, $. 20. 

% Lib.iii.cap.il. § Lib. iv. eap. 43. 
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nistering; or he that teacheth, on teaching, Rom. xii. 6—8. 
(See the note there.) He exhorts the Ephesians and Co- 
lossians to be filled with the Spirit, speaking to themselves 
in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, Eph. v. 18, 19. 
Colos. ill. 16. Two of his admonitions to his Thessalo- 
nians are conceived in these words, Quench not the Holy 
Spirit, despise not prophecy, 1 Thess. v. 19, 20. To his 
son Timothy be speaks thus : Neglect not the gift that isin 
thee, which was given thee by prophecy, 1 Tim. iv. 14. And 
in bis Second Epistle, Stir up the gift that is in thee by the 
putting on of my hands, i. 6. for, saith he, God hath not 
given us the spirit of fear, but of power, love, and tvisdom, 
ver. 7. He exhorts him also to keep the good thing com- 
mitted to him by the Holy Ghost that dwelleth in him, ver. 
14. Now, in these Epistles he speaks of himself as a pri- 
soner and a sufferer for the cause of Christ, saying, Be not 
thou ashamed of the testimony of the Lord, nor of me his pri- 
soner ; he tells him, he was ready to be offered, and the time 
of his departure was at hand; informs him, that Demas 
had forsaken him, and desires him when he came to him to 
bring Mark with him, 2 Tim. i. 8. ii. 8. 10. iv. 6. 10—12. 
He speaks of Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom he had de- 
livered up to Satan, and saith, These things I write unto 
thee, hoping to come to thee shortly, 1 Tim. i. 20. iii. 14. 
All which are evident proofs tbat these Epistles must be sent 
to Timothy, whilst St. Paul was living and was a prisoner 
at Rome. St. Peter adveTtiseth the converted Jews that 
the gospel was preached to them by the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven; and he gives these instructions to them 
for the use of their extraordinary gifts: As every man hath 
received the gift, so let him minister, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God; if any man speak, let him speak as 
the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of 
the ability ivhich God giveth, that God in all things may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ, 1 Pet. iv. 10, 11. Now the 
messenger by which he sent this Epistle, and the salutations 
in tbe close of it, shew that it was written whilst St. Mark 
and Sylvanus were living. 

But the great scene of these directions and admonitions 
lies in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, where he exhorts 
them to covet earnestly spiritual gifts, but chiefly that of 
prophecy, 1 Cor. xiv. 1. to covet to prophesy, and forbid 
not to speak with tongues, ver. 39. Moreover, he directs 
them in the due exercise of these spiritual gifts after this 
manner: Forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek 
that ye may excel to the edifying of the church, ver. 12. 
Wlierefore let him that speakethin an unknown tongue pray 
that he may interpret, ver. 13. And again, If any man speak 
in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at most by three, 
and let one interpret ; but if there be no interpreter, let him 
keep silence in the church, ver. 27, 28. Let the prophets speak 
two or three, and let the others judge, ver. 29. If any thing 
be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his 
peace: for ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may 
learn, and all may be comforted, ver. 30, 31. In the same 
chapter he chides them for using these spiritual gifts with- 
out profit to the hearer, and so as to breed confusion in the 
church. How is it (saith he), brethren, that when you come 
together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath 
a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation ? IM all 
things be done to edifying, ver. 2G. declaring, that by using 
tongues not understood in the assembly, they would give * 

vol. v. 



to the infidel and unbeliever occasion to say they were mad, 
ver. 23. But if all prophesy (saith he), and there come in 
one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of 
all; he is judged of all: and thus are the secrets of his heart 
made manifest ; and so falling down on his face, he will wor- 
ship God, and report that God is in you of a truth, ver. 24, 
25. So notorious are these gifts supposed to be, not only 
to the saint, but to the infidel, and so powerful for his con- 
version. Now had these great apostles given thanks for 
gifts conferred upon these churches which they never had 
enjoyed ; had they exhorted them to desire, and earnestly 
to covet, to stir up and excel in gifts they never had, and 
which were not imparted to any members of the church ; 
had they given these grave directions and solemn charges, 
touching those gifts of prophecy and revelation of tongues, 
and the interpretation of them, which never had been exer- 
cised in that of Corinth, or any other Christian church; 
had they severely chid them for abusing those gifts they 
never had, and shewed themselves so much concerned to 
correct an abuse of which they were incapable, as having 
not the use of what they are supposed to abuse; had they 
condemned the murraurings of them who had them in a less, 
the boastings of them who had them in a higher measure, 
by such inquiries as these, What hast thou which thou hast 
not received? And if thou hast received (them), wherefore 
dost thou boast, as if thou hadst not received (them)? 1 Cor. 
iv. 7. (see the note there) ; and shewing the necessity that 
there should be such a diversity of gifts and operations in 
the body, 1 Cor. xii. 14 — 27. and done and said all this 
without a just foundation ; this must have rendered those 
Epistles in which these passages are contained, the matter 
of their derision and disdain, rather than worthy " to be 
owned as the oracles of God : and those apostles which 
indited them, must rather have been esteemed; by them 
brainsick enthusiasts, than men inspired by the Spirit 
of God. 

Since then these writings generally were received as Di- 
vine records by all Christians, and by those very churches 
to which they were indited, it must becertain, that in all 
these assertions they contain matter of unquestionable 
truth, and only spake of those spiritual gifts of which these 
churches had a full experience ; there being, saith Clemens 
Romanus, in his epistle writ soon after to them, a full effu- 
sion of the Holy Ghost upon them alL 

Arg. 4. §. VI. This will still be more evident, if we con- 
sider what Christianity the author and the propagators of 
it required of all that would embrace the Christian faith, 
and what were the encouragements they tendered as the 
chief inducements so to hope, believe, and act, or suffer, as 
Christianity required. And, 

First, They call upon all Christians to take up the cross 
of Christ daily, and for his sake to forsake father and mo- 
ther, ivife and children, goods and relations, and even life 
itself declaring that without this they cannot be Christ's 
disciples, Luke xiv. 26, 27, informing them, that all that will 
live godly must suffer persecution, 2 Tim. iii. 12. that through 
many tribulations they must enter into the kingdom of God, 
Acts iv. 22. that they were called to suffer, and were ap- 
pointed to this very thing, 1 Thess. iii. 3, 4. 1 Pet.ii. 21. 
Accordingly we find that the Corinthians were partakers 
with them of their sufferings, 2 Cor. i. 7. that the Galatians 
had suffered many things, Gal. iii. 4. that to the Philippians 
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it was giveh, riot only to believe in Christ, but also to suffer 
for his sake, Phil- i.29. that St. Paul commends the Colos- 
siaas for their steadfastness in the faith under all their per- 
secutions, i. 11. and prays they may be strengthened ivith all 
might, according to his glorious gospel, to all patience, and 
long-suffering, withjoyfulness, ii. 5. He saith tho Thessa- 
lonians suffered the same from their countrymen, as did the 
believing Jews from theirs, 1 Thess. ii. 14. that ho sent 
Timothy to stablish and to contort them concerning their 
faith, and to exhort them not to be moved at those afflictions 
to which they were appointed, iii. 34. adding, that he gloried 
in them in the churches of God, for their patience and faith 
in all their persecutions, 2 Thess. i. 4. In his Epistle to the 
Hebrews he saith, they suffered a great fight of afflictions, 
.partly while they were made a gazing-stock, both by re- 
proaches and afflictions, and partly whilst they became com- 
panions of them who were.so used, and that they took joy- 
fully the spoiling of their goods; and he exhorts them not 
to cast away their confidence, because they had need of pa- 
tience, Heb. x. 32. 36. and after the example of that cloud 
of witnesses which he had set before them, to run their 
.Christian race with patience, xii. 1. St. Peter tells the same 
.believing Jews they were in heaviness for a season through 
manifold temptations, 1 Pet.i. 6. desiring them not to think 
it strange concerning th^ fiery trial which was come to try 
.tltem, iv. 12. These tribulations they exhort them to endure 
with faith and courage, patience and perseverance, joy and 
triumph; and yet the only thing they offer them to raise 
this joy and comfort, engage them to this perseverance, and 
to support them under their fiery trials, is the promise, or 
the actual vouchsafement, of the Holy Ghost helping their 
infirmities, that as they were partakers of the sufferings of 
■the apostles, so should they be also of their consblations, 
2 Cor. i. 7. that if they suffered for the name of Christ, happy 
were they; for the Spirit of glory and of God should rest 
upon them, 1 Pet. iv. 14. This, say they, ye have found, 
for you became followers of the Lord, and of us, having re- 
ceived the word with much affliction, and with joy of the 
Holy Ghost, 1 Thess. i. 6. and may well suffer hardships 
as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, for God hath not given as 
the spirit of fear, but rijc Swafituc, of courage, to endure, 
of that love which casts out fear, and of that prudence 
which will instruct us how to bear or to escape them. 
(2 Tim. i. 7.) Now if this promise was sensibly made 
good to them under these afflictions, they by it did receive 
an earnest of the truth of Christian faith, and an assurance 
of God's concern to comfort and reward their Christian pa- 
tience in his cause. But if under these fiery trials they 
found no sensible experience of the Holy Ghost thus help- 
ing their infirmities, no inward joys, supports, and consola- 
tions of the promised Comforter, what reason had they to 
continue to take joyfully the spoiling their goods, the loss of 
credit, life, and all their worldly comforts, for the profes- 
sion of that faith which had so palpably deceived them, in 
the chief motive which it offered, to engage them to suffer 
•for tho name of Christ, or for the truth and Divine authority 
of those Epistles which contained these apparent false- 
hoods? 

This argument may be enforced from the consideration 
of the multitude of Christian martyrs in the three first ages 
of the church, all which could have no other motive thus to 
suffer, but this promised assistance of the Holy Ghost at 



present, and the assurance which this earnest of the Spirit 
gave them of an eternal state of happiness hereafter; and 
so if they had no experience of this assistance under suf- 
ferings, and no assurance of such an earnest of the Spirit in 
iheir hearts, must suffer all these dreadful things without 
just ground or motive, which even a heathen Cicero* doth 
represent as a thing impossible to be performed, the hard- 
ness of some Jewish zealots, and some deluded Christian 
sects,, in suffering, being no instance to the contrary; for 
though they mistake the application of this future happi- 
ness, in prospect of which they thus endure, to themselves, 
the principle upon which they suffer is indisputably true, 
and owned even by Epicurus himself; " Ut voluptates 
omittantur majorum voluptatum adipiscendarum cansS, 
aut dolores suscipiantur majorum dolorum effugiendorum 
gratia," That we shoiddpart with our temporal enjoyments 
for a season here, for a better and more enduring substance, 
and suffer these light afflictions, which are for a moment, 
tltat we may escape more lasting and intolerable torments, 
this being only, saith Torquatus,t the choice which the 
wise men of Epicurus ought to make. In a word, the 
manner of their sufferings doth give us full assurance that 
the assistance of the Holy Ghost, which Christ and his 
apostles promised to the true believers, was accordingly 
vouchsafed to the Christian martyrs and confessors, they 
being enabled to bear the greatest sufferings, not only with 
undaunted courage, putting off the body, saith Origen,$ 
more cheerfully than a philosopher ivonld put off his coat ; 
despising death, saith Lucian,§ and willingly submitting to 
it ; but with great joy and exultation, being strengthened 
to all long-suffering withjoyfulness, (Colos. ii.5.)|| rejoicing 
in tribulations, counting it all joy when they fell into divers 
temptations, and happy when they did endure them, (James 
i. 3. 12.) and rejoicing when they were in heaviness through 
manifold afflictions : (1 Pet. i. 6.) yea, sometimes with *[ 
miraculous experience of consolations under all their suf- 
ferings, causing this joy and gladness in them; and some- 
times with a perfect freedom from all sense of pain under 
the most afflicting torments ; as in the case of the evange- 
list St. John,** and of Blandina,ft these sufferings not 
being able to extort from them one complaint or groan.JJ 



♦ "Nollo igitur modo fieri potest at quisqnani tanti aestimet tequitatem ct fidem, 
at ejus coaservandse caasa nollum aupplicium recuset, nisi iis rebas asscasas sit, 
quae falsse esse non passant/' Acad. Qasest. lib. ii. n. 25, 26. 

t "Itaque baram rerum hio tenetur a sapiente delectus, ut aut rejiciendis volup- 
tatibas majores alias consequatur, aut perferendis doloribas asperiores repellat." 
De Finibus Bauorum, &o. lib. ). n. 27. 29. 

% C JB? JaAor yiw; \iyti $ hpou; thai, xai <piAc<rafy*aTcY ylvof, oCra? Trgo^n^c uTrtf lici- 
@itas Tt&lyrac to era^a, «; olSt to tytaTiw aflroJyerar&y ll%ifiz <J>iAcVo<pc?. Conlra Cels. 
lib. vii. p. 357. 

$ miriUatj-; yif ttvrcvs f>\ Kaxo3ai7*«if, to ph SW a&awtTct icicQat, koI BtxrtffBat tov 
ait xf&», waf o xal Karaftwova-t rou 0«vAtcv, xai ixtrrt; atroli ImhlUca ot iroXtoi. 
Lucian. Peregr. f. 333. 

|| eavarovfAtm xttypw* «* ast « M- P- 265. " Magisque damnati quaro absoluti gau- 
demos." Tertul. odScap. cap. 1. Mtra ^apSf xal ylX«T0? xai tv^T-jvnt rh vcrarw 
&wfyaa-iv tou Batarov xaTa8i^£s-&ai solebant. Eoseb. Hist. Eccles. lib.'viii. cap. 9. 

^ Solebant etenirn to* favircrr xa.1 aTaga^ovtiff etvrh rh Tttevralav aya^c^ harnttiv, 
imrao oVtmjto* xapTffi'ay, Sxrrt ^aKkw, xal Zfjcnvq Kal iux*$i7?Us it? rb t£v oW &s? 
a amttXTrw. Easeb. Hist. Eccles. lib. viii. cap. 9. 

♦♦ Tertul!. de Prrcscrip. cap. 36. 

tt'HyaCriic av&Xn^ xa» ayiffawtc xol avatyncia. Euseb; Hist. Eccl. lib. v. cap. 1. 
"Aragxof V &r«rif, Kal acobfAttrts, ou?' iiratw Scx£y t£V dXy»jSoV*v. Lib. viii. cap. 10. 
p. 338, 339. 

JJ "Quot ex nostris non dextcram solum sed totom corpus uri, cremari, sine ullis 
ejulatibus pcrtulerant." Minutius; p. 41. " Tortores suos taciti vincnnt,exprimere 
iltis gemitum nee ignis potest." Lact. lib. v. cap. 13. 
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Now this being done as well by * children and the weakest 
sex, by the idiot as well as by the wisest sages, gives a 
full demonstration of the truth of that assertion of Euse- 
bius,t That the love of Christ, the hopes of immortality, 
and the Spirit of the Father, inspired them with this cou- 
rage ; for what else could create such joys and exultations, 
or suggest such comforts and supports under the sharpest 
trials? What could procure to them a freedom from the 
sense of pain under the greatest torments and most intole- 
rable burdens toUesh and blood? - .- 

Secondly, Again, they engage all Christians in the most 
difficult acts of self-denial and mortification of all carnal 
lusts/ in the cutting off their right hands, and (he plucking 
out their eyes; in patience under, and the forgiveness of, 
the greatest injuries ; in love and charity to the worst of 
enemies, in temperance as to the pleasures and honours of 
this present life, in a deadness to the world, and the en- 
joyments of it, in piety, and purity, and heavenly-minded- 
ness, because they cannot otherwise be Christ's disciples, 
cannot be worthy of him, (Matt. x. 37,38.) they cannot en- 
ter into his kingdom, (Matt. xix. 23, 24.) but shall hereafter 
be denied and rejected by him. (Matt. x. 32,33.) Now what 
could such threats signify to them who were not by his mi- 
racles, and by experience of the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven, convinced that he was indeed the Christ, the Sa- 
viour of the world? The encouragement they give them 
to be thus steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the 
fear of the Lord, was only the promise of a future and un- 
seen reward, chiefly to be enjoyed after the resurrection of 
the body, which to the sadducees among the Jews, and the 
whole race of heathen sages, seemed a thing incredible. 
It is therefore not to be imagined, that so many myriads of 
Christian converts should renounce all the pleasures of the 
flesh, all the gratifications of this present world, all their 
old rites, religions, customs, evil habits, submit to all this 
self-denial and mortification, only to be partakers of these 
unseen blessings after the resurrection, without a full as- 
surance that they hereafter should enjoy them. Now the 
only assurance which the apostles and Holy Scriptures did 
afford them of this blessed resurrection and eternal happi- 
ness, was the miracles by which their doctrine was con- 
firmed, the powers, gifts, and distributions of the Holy 
Ghost vouchsafed to them. ^ After the dissolution of this 
body, we expect, say they, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens: we groan, desiring to be clothed 
with this house from heaven, that mortality may be swallowed 
up of life. Now he that hath wrought this hope within us, 
is that God who hath given ?is the eqrnest of the Spirit, 
(2 Cor. v. 1 — 5.) And again, the promises of God are all 
yea and amen, or sure and. certain, in Jesus Christ; and 
he who hath established us with you, in expectation of them, 
is that God who hath anointed us, and sealed us, and given 
the earnest of his Spirit in our hearts; (2 Cor. i. 20, 21.) en- 
abling us by the Spirit to wait for the adoption, even the re- 
demption of the body y (Rom. viii. 23.) adding, that by the 
Spirit of adoption they were enabled to cry, Abba, Father; 

* " Poeri nostri el mnlierculae nostras, crncea, et tormcuta, foras, ct omnes sup- 
pliciorum terrionlas, inapirata pilicnlia doloris illndant." Minut. p. 42. Athenag. 
Legal, pro Christ, p. 12. A. 

h irfit tSv Xgirrb kykwn, %aX t» wvtvfA* tJ &*T(txfo t HisU Eccles. lib. v. cap. 1. 
p. 160. C. 



(ver.15, 16.) that he bore witness with their spirits that they 
were the sons of God, the love of God being shed abroad in 
their hearts by the Holy Ghost, which God had given them, 
(Gal. iv.6.) Hence they continually declare, that after they 
believed, they were sealed with the Spirit of promise, which 
tvas the earnest of their inheritance till the redemption of 
the purchased possession ; (Eph. i. 13, 14.) that by him they 
%vere sealed tip to the day of redemption ; (iv. 30.) that he 
was the earnest of their future inheritance /that they were 
not ashamed of their hope, they through the Spirit waiting 
for the hope of righteousness, (Gal. y. 5.) and abounding in 
hope through the power of the Holy Ghost. (Rom.xv. 13.) 
Hence he is styled by St. John, the witness of God within 
them, 1 John v. 10. and by this, saith he, do we Christians 
know, that God abideth in us, and we in him, even by the 
Spirit that he hath given us, iv. 13. By all which sayings it 
appears, that if these things were true, they to whom this 
assistance of the Holy Spirit was vouchsafed, must be very 
sensihle of his dwelling and his acting in them ; that they 
could plainly know they had this tmction from the Holy 
One, and could be hence assured of the Divine affection 
to them, and of their future hopes and expectations, since 
otherwise he could be no such seal, pledge, and earnest to 
them, and no such witness of God within them, and no such 
confirmation of their faith, or token of the love of God : 
and if these things.were false, and they had no such sensible 
experience of the good Spirit acting and abiding in them, 
if they found no such confirmation of their hopes from any 
inward testimony and outward operations of the .Holy 
Ghost, they must not only have no certain ground or motive 
to assurethem of that future recompence, which was the 
only reason which could induce them to embrace apd-to 
continue steadfast in the Christian faith, but must have, a 
convincing demonstration that the whole doctrine of Christ- 
ianity depended on a false suggestion of such a sensible and 
certain testimony of these future hopes, of which they never 
had, nor could have, any knowledge or experience; and 
that the apostles and first assertors of this faith had laid the 
whole foundation of their hopes upon a false and a preca- 
rious appeal to their own consciences, concerning that of 
which they had no knowledges experience. And being 
once assured of this, that the~ great fundamentals of the 
Christian faith were bottomed on a confident appeal to 
their perception of those things, of which they who em- 
braced this faith had yet not found the least experience, 
it is incredible to believe they should continue steadfast in 
and endure such continual persecutions for that faith, and 
should receive those very records as the word of God, 
which made these false appeals unto their conscience and 
experience. 

§. VII. I think I have sufficiently made it appear, that 
these Epistles, which contain these things, must be indited 
whilst the apostles lived, and so they must be sent to those 
churches and persons to whom they are directed, at a time 
when all the members of those churches must be able to 
discern the truth or falsehood of what is thus asserted in 
them : yet, because the pretence that it might be otherwise, 
containeth the whole strength of scepticism, let it be far- 
ther noted; 

First, That these Epistles from which these things are 
cited, one alone excepted, bear the names of the apostles, 
by whom they are supposed to be written: now had they 
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not been really indited by them, this could . not have 
been done by any, but he must put a cheat upon all 
Christians, and substitute his own inventions for the word 
of God. 

Secondly, That all of them, excepting one, which is yet 
proved to' bo genuine in the preface to the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, have been delivered down unto us by the per- 
petual and uncontrolled tradition of the whole church of 
Christ, as the undoubted works of these apostles, and as 
the word of God. Moreover, it is apparent from the writ- 
ings of St. Clement, St. Ignatius, Polycarp, Justin Martyr, 
Irenaeus, that even from the apostles' days they have been 
cited, read, and generally received as such. Now this is 
a tradition more general, and of a firmer credit, than any 
other book, writing, charter, law, or statute whatsoever 
can pretend to. Consider, 

Thirdly, That the tradition which concerns these books 
was a tradition concerning things of the highest moment, 
and which it was the interest of all Christians to be well 
assured of, these writings being at present the chief ground 
of their support under their sharpest trials, and of their fu- 
ture hopes; they therefore must be writings which they 
were concerned to get and keep, to hear and read. There 
were books written to whole churches and nations, yea, to 
all that called on the name of Christ Jesus in every place; 
who could not easily have received and yielded such a firm 
assent unto them, as we know they did, had the apostles, 
by whom they were converted, given no intimations of 
them. They were also books of the greatest opposition to 
the vain tradition of the Jews, and to the superstition of 
the heathens, to the false apostles and deceitful workers, 
and which denounced upon them the greatest plagues and 
judgments, which must oblige them narrowly to search into 
the flaws that could be spied in them, and, as much as 
possible, to labour to discover the falsehood or imposture 
of them ; and yet these works were not denied by them to 
be the books of those apostles whose names they bear, 
though the apostles themselves, especially St. Paul, was 
persecuted by them with a restless malice, as an apostate 
from the law; and upon this account all his Epistles were 
rejected by those Jewish Christians, who maintained the ne- 
cessity of the observance of the law of Moses : most of them 
also arc writ about that very controversy, and against 
those very men who pleaded the necessity of circumcision, 
and of observing the whole law of Moses ; which yet could 
be no controversy after the ruin of Jerusalem and the de- 
struction of the temple, seeing that rendered the observa- 
tion of the precepts of that law for the most part impossi- 
ble. They were books which could not be spread abroad 
in the apostles' days, and in their names, unless the apo- 
stles had indited and sent them to these churches; or be 
esteemed as the great charters of the Christian faith, if the 
apostles were so forgetful of them as not to let those per- 
sons, for whose sake they were written, know it. They 
were books which pretended to a commission from the 
holy Jesus, to leave a rule of life and doctrine to man- 
kind, which was intrusted only in the hands of the apo- 
stles, all others still pretending to deliver only what they 
received from them. They also were indited, partly to 
confirm the Christian faith, and to engage men to believe 
it ; partly to put an end to the contentions, and rectify the 
errors which had crept into the church in ; the apostles' 



days, and needed speedy reformation ; partly to justify 
themselves against false brethren, and to assert the truth of 
their apostleship ; and partly to preserve their proselytes 
from such as did pervert the faith, and to instruct them 
how to bear up in fiery trials, and to support the souls of 
Christians under the miseries they suffered from a perse- 
cuting world: and therefore they were written on such 
grounds as did require a quick dispatch upon these er- 
rands to the churches for which they were intended ; and 
so the apostles must be supposed to give early notice of 
them, and to divulge them to the Christian world, whilst 
they to whom they were committed were able to disprove 
them if they had been false. 

Let us consider all the writings which pass for true au- 
thentic records in the world, and we shall find there is 
not any reason to conceive them such which is not with 
advantage applicable to these books. 

The arguments which can be offered to prove a book or 
writing genuine, are only of two kinds; external, from the 
testimony of persons who lived near to the times of the au- 
thor; and internal, from the things contained in and as- 
serted by those writings, and the firm faith they obtained 
among them to whom they were directed and committed. 

The external testimonies have their force partly from the 
number and the eminence of the testators, their nearness to 
the times when such a book is said to be written, or such a 
writing published by the original copies, preserved by those 
to whom they were at first committed, and from the gene- 
ral reception and citation of them as such writings and 
records. 

Now as for these external evidences, no writings can com- 
pare with those Epistles I have mentioned, they having all 
the circumstances by which any writing can be proved ge- 
nuine, and many others of great weight, which are peculiar 
to them, and which no other writing can pretend to. I say, 
they have all the circumstances to prove them genuine, 
which any other writing can pretend to. For, 

First, Their originals were preserved in their respective 
churches till Tertullian's time ; who speaks thus to the he- 
retics of his age, or of the third century,* Go to the aposto- 
lical churches, where their authentic Epistles are still recited, 
representing the voice and face of each of them. 

Secondly, They were not doubted of, but, as St. Clcmentf 
and Origen say, all that I have cited, excepting only the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, mentioned by St. Peter, were ge- 
nerally received by all orthodox Christians throughout the 
world. 

Thirdly, The writers by whom they were cited, lived ei- 
ther in those times when they were written, as St. Clemens 
Romanus, or in the very next age, as Ignatius, Polycarp, 
Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, and were therefore styled aposto- 
lical men. 

Fourthly, They were very eminent both for their learning, 
and for their sufferings for the faith contained in them, 
or for their opposition to it, as Celsus was : now sure we 
have unquestionable certainty of such books as have been 



* "Percarrc ccclesiis aposlolicas, apud quas ipsa) anlhenlicsc liter® eorum reci- 
tantar, sonantes Yocem, et repracscnlantes faciem aniuscojosqac." De Prescript, 
cap. 36. 

t *A »*J avaVTi^Jira icrtv h nrn IttI tw «£pa*:y IxxXna-ta toD fliou. Ita de Evangeliis, 
Orig. apud Euseb. lib. vi. cap. 25. Kal raZra fxlv h o/uoXeyou/ulwtf. Eoscb. de Epis- 
tolis, lib. iii. cap. 25. 
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handed down to us by the tradition of all ages of the 
church, inserted into all her catalogues, cited by all her 
writers as books of a Divine authority, and by her very 
adversaries, preserved so long in their originals, and of 
which never any doubt was made by any genuine member 
of the church of Christ I add, 

Secondly, That there are many circumstances of great 
weight to confirm these testimonies, which are peculiar to 
these writings : as, 

First, A general dispersion of them through those places 
which were converted to that faith which the apostles 
preached: for the apostles, saith Irenaeus, first preached the 
gospel, and after, by the will of God, " in scripturis nobis 
tradiderunt," delivered it to us in the Scriptures, to be here- 
after thepillar andfoundation of our faith. (Lib. iii. cap. 1.) 
Eusebius saith, that the first successors of the apostles, leav- 
ing their countries, preached to them who had not yet heard 
of the Christian faith, and then delivered to them, as the 
foundation of their faith, rrjv ro>v Sztwv zvayyzXtwv ypa^v, 
the writings of the holy evangelists. (Hist. Eccles. lib. iii. 
cap. 37.) 

Secondly, The translation of them into other languages; 
that of the Syriac being so ancient that it leaves out the 
Second Epistle of St. Peter, and the Second and Third 
Epistles of St. John, and the Revelation, as being for a 
time controverted in some of the eastern churches : that of 
the Latin, styled in Jerome's time the old translation, and/ 
very probably made from the beginning of a settled church 
among them ; for the Latin church could not be well with- 
out a Latin version, it being the custom of all churches to 
read these Scripturcs'on the LordVday; which sure they 
would not do in a language not to be understood by those 
that heard it. 

Thirdly, The constant reading of them in public and in 
private, in their assemblies, and in their closets and fa- 
milies. On Sunday (saith Justin Martyr*) all the Christ- 
ians in the city or country meet together, and then we have 
read unto us the vmtings of the prophets, and ra airofivrifiovzv- 
fiara rwv ttTro<rroko)v, the monuments of the apostles; and 
having read them, they did publiclyt rag Stlag ipfirivtvuv 
ypa(j>uQ, expound them to the people : that they were also 
read by the most eminent and pious Christians every day, 
that J "discat unusquisque ex Scripturis Sanctis officium 
suum," every one might learn his duty from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, wc learn from the question in the Constitutions of St. 
Clement, § Whether a man ought the day after he had done 
the duties of wedlock, or been subject to any involuntary 
defilement, j3ij3Afou diyuv, touch the book; and the declara- 
tion of St. Clement, || that the matrimonial duties should not 
be done, oTTTjvtKa tvyfigKaX avayvdjawg o icaipdg, wheitwas the 
time of prayer, or reading of the Scriptures; and that the 
sacrifices of the true gnostic 5F were, cux a ^ rf Ka * a ^oi, teal at 
tt/30 rijc tariaacwc Ivtiv^uq tu>v ypa<j>(ov, prayers and praises, 
and the reading of the Holy Scriptures before meals. And 
seeing Irenaeus ** saith, that he who had a care of his salva- 
tion might read the form of his faith in the epistle ofPolycarp 
to the Philippians; since that Epistle, ft and tnc epistle of 



* Apol. ii. p. 98. 

% Orig. Horn. ll.inExod. F.50. L. 
)| F*rdi£. lib. it. cap. 10. p. 194. D. 
** Lib. iii. cap. 3. 



t Easeb. Eccles. Hist. lib. vi. cap. 19. 
§ Lib. vi. cap. 27. 
% Strom. Tii. p. 728. 15. 
ft Suidas in voce Pelycarpui. 



St. Clement* to the church of Corinth, which were their 
genuine works; yea, the epistle of St Barnabas,f. and 
the book of Hermas, % which two were reckoned as apo- 
cryphal, were read publicly in many churches, doubtless 
they must be more concerned to read the undoubted writ- 
ings of the apostles, which they esteemed the rule of faith, 
which they styled § "libri deifici," books which transformed 
them into a Divine nature; which they looked upon as the 
records of their eternal interests, as books by which they 
must be judged at the last day, and according to which they 
should be punished or rewarded everlastingly. 

Fourthly, The early perusal of them both by Jews and 
heathens, who writ against them, and did endeavour to de- 
stroy them, that so they might cause the Christian faith to 
perish, but never did deny them to be indeed the works of 
the apostles, whose names they bore : by Jews, for Try- 
pho|| speaks thus at least of the Gospels, TJie precepts con- 
tained in your Gospels are so great, that I suspect no man 
can keep them, ifxdi yap tfil\r}<nv Ivrvx&v avrotg,for I took 
care to read them. The Ebionites,5f who also were Jews, 
rejected all the Epistles of St. Paul, as gathering from 
them that he was an apostate from the law of Moses. The 
heathens ; for Cclsus** not only boasts that he knew all 
things belonging to the Christians, but often carps at the 
writings of the evangelists and of St. Paul. And indeed 
the Christians freely offered them to be perused by them: 
For that we may not seem to impose upon you (saith Justin 
Martyr to the Roman emperor), we offer to you some of the 
doctrines of Christ; and you, being emperors ,f\ may l&ravuv, 
search whether we truly have been taught, and teach these 
doctrines. And again, Tlie prince of evil spirits is by us 
called a serpent^ Satan, and the devil, wc nal he twv fyzm'/owv 
avyy pa fifiaTtov ipzvvt}<javTtg fiaOuv dvvaafc, as you may learn 
by searching into our writings^ Thou who thinkest we are 
not concerned for the safety of Ccesar (saith Tertullian§§), 
look into the words of God, " quas ncquc ipsi supprimi- 
mus, ct pleriquc casus ad extraneos transferunt," which 
we do not suppress, and which many accidents bring into the 
hands of heathens. From their endeavours to destroy the 
Christian faith by burning these books, came the edicts of 
Dioclcsian,|||| rag ypa<j>ag a<j>avug 7rvpt ylvzaSai TTpoararTovra, 
commanding that the Scriptures should be committed to the 
flames, and the 5I1F actual burning of them where they could 
be found, and the tormenting of the Christians to deliver 
up the Scriptures. 

Fifthly, The direful torments which the Christians chose 
to suffer, rather than they would desert the faith contained 
in these books, or deliver them up to their tormentors, and 
the infamy of those that did so, they being branded with 
the odious name of traditors. Now what writings in the 
world have been so generally dispersed, and so much pe- 
rused by all sorts of persons, friends, foes, assertors of, 
and enemies to, the faith of Christians? What laws, or 

* Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iii. cap. 38. lib. iv. cap. 23. Epiph. Hcer. xxx. p. 15. 
Phot. Cad. 113. 

t Uieron. vicibasBaroabas»et Hermas. 

X Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iii. cap. 3. Athanas. Epiat. Paschal, torn. ii. p. 39, 40. 

§ Cypr. de Elv. et lib. ct Eph. 52. passi Sancti Felicia passim. 

|| Apad Jostin. Dial. p. 227. C. 

% Irea. lib. i. cap. 26. Orig.lib. v. p. 274. Euaeb. lib. iii. cap. 27. 

** Apud Orig. p. 11. 227, &c. it Apol. ii. p. 61. D. Xt 1'.71. B. 

§§ Apol. cap. 31. HI Easeb. Ilist.Eccles. lib. ?iii. cap. 8. 

%% "Scripturaereperlac incendantar," Lact, de Mart. Perfec. 
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writings whatsoever, have been so early translated into 
other languages? -Who were so much concerned to peruse 
them, as were all Christians to peruse the laws of Christ? 
Who suffered so much for them, as the Christians did ? 
Since then this early reading of them in public, and in 
private, by the Christians, this general dispersion of them 
through all Christian churches, this quick translation of 
them into other languages, this constant suffering for them, 
are all corroborating circumstances of the unquestionable 
evidence all Christians had obtained that they were genuine 
works, and truly what they did pretend to be ; it is also 
clear these writings are more worthy to be received as 
genuine, and writings of unquestionable truth, than any 
profane writings in the world. 

§. VIII. The internal arguments, which usually are or 
can be offered to prove other writings genuine, are only 
taken from the things contained in them, that they were 
proper to the times inwhich the author was supposed to 
write, and from the freedom of them from any thing, which 
is riot well consistent with those times, which aTe all mean 
and trifling things, compared to those internal arguments 
which these Epistles do afford; that they are the authentic 
records of those apostles whose names they bear, and that 
those things which they assert touching the gifts and pow- 
erful operations of the Holy Ghost, both exercised by 
them and conferred on other churches, were unquestion- 
ably true. For, 

First, It is not once nor twice, it is not by the bye, but 
it is frequently, professedly, and upon all occasions, they 
refer to these miraculous powers and spiritual gifts, as 
yielding a full pToof and confirmation of the testimony 
they gave of Christ, and that Christ was among them, and 
as a demonstration of the truth of their apostleship against 
aH'opposcrs, and of the preference of that faith which was 
attended with them, above the law, which some desired to 
observe; spending whole chapters in discoursing of these 
spiritual gifts, distinguishing them somewhat nicely into 
gifts, administrations, and operations; ranking them under 
nine several heads, and specifying the very names of those 
who did by office exercise them, and shewing the neces- 
sity there was of this variety of gifts and operations in the 
body, appealing to the senses, the consciences, and the 
experience of those to 'whom they wrote, touching the 
truth and certainty of what they had asserted touching 
those spiritual gifts, by such inquiries as these: What! 
know ye not that Christ is among you? 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Ami 
not an apostle? Surely I am so to you: for the seal of my 
apostleship are ye in the Lord, 1 Cor. ix. 1, 2. It is mani- 
fest you are the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written 
not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, 2 Cor. 
iii. 3. Surely the signs of an apostle have been wrought 
among you in all patience, in signs and wonders, and mighty 
deeds, 2 Cor. xii. 12. Have you received from the false 
apostles another spirit which ye have not received from ns? 
xi. 14. This only would I learn of you, he that ministered 
to you the Spirit, and wrought miracles among you, did he 
it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are 
ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye (desirous 
to be) made perfect in the flesh? Gal. iii. 3 — 5. Our gospel 
came not to you in ivord only, but in power, and in the 
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance, as ye know what man- 
ner of jyersons ice were among you, 1 Thess. i. 5. Which 



words are either plain inquiries Upbraiding their doubtful- 
ness and hesitation in so plain a case, or else appeals unto 
their certain knowledge of these things; nor is it to be 
wondered that they should make these confident inquiries 
and appeals, seeing the external miracles, and the internal 
gifts and distributions of the Holy Ghost, mentioned in 
those Epistles, were either such of which even infidels 
might from the nature of them be convinced, or such as, 
from some outward and sensible appearances and effects, 
or by their inward operations, made themselves known to 
thein who heard and saw them. For instance, the work- 
ing of miracles, the casting out of devils by the name of 
Jesus, and the healing the sick through faith in his name, 
the gift of prophecy, or foretelling things future, the dis- 
cernings of spirits, the gift of tongues; and the interpretation 
of them, if truly done, were things self-evident, and could 
not well be exercised without a sensible demonstration to 
all that saw, perceived, heard, or felt them, that they were 
performed; and therefore God, by assisting the apostles, 
and by enabling others to perform them, must give full 
testimony to the word of his grace : and the apostles, by 
this constant appeal to them as to things which their own 
eyes had seen, and their consciences bore witness to, and 
they in person had performed, must appeal to the senses 
and experience of those to whom they writ in matters sub- 
ject daily to their experience, and to the senses of the 
members of those respective churches, touching the truth 
of their apostleship, and of the confirmation they pretend 
to have given of it. Now, as it seemeth highly incredible 
that persons able to write the deepest mysteries and the 
exactest precepts of morality, should be so foolish as to 
confirm them only by an appeal to the senses and ex- 
perience of those very men of whom they were assured that 
they had never seen or done, or found the least experience 
of any of the things they mentioned ; so is it still far more 
incredible, that an appeal of such apparent falsehood 
made to the consciences of men, who never saw these mi- 
racles, or found these comforts of the Holy Ghost, and 
never had these gifts of tongues, interpretation, healings, 
prophecy, which these Epistles tell us were their daily 
exercise, should embrace these very Epistles as Divine, 
these records as the word of God. And yet we know both 
they and other churches did thus actually esteem them, 
and receive them as such, and therefore must be well as- 
sured, that what they thus asserted of the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, were things confirmed to them by their own senses 
and experience. 

Secondly, Add to this, that these men, in these very 
writings, confidently say, that this was their rejoicing, even 
the testimony of their conscience, that in simplicity and godly 
sincerity they had their conversation in the world, and more 
abundantly towards them, 2 Cor. i. 13. and that they writ 
no other things than what they did acknowledge, and they 
trusted would acknowledge to the end, v. 11. TFe are (say 
they) made manifest to God, and we trust also ivc are made 
manifest in your consciences, v. 11. They represent it as a 
great absurdity, that they should be found false witnesses 
of God, 1 Cor. xv. 15. They distinguish themselves from 
others they call false apostles and deceitful ivorkers,by this 
very character of their sincerity. For we (say they) are 
not as many, who corrupt the word of God; hit as of sin- 
cerity, as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ, 
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2 Cor. ii. 17. We have renounced the hidden things of. dis- 
honesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of 
God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth, commend- 
ing ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God, 
iv. 2, yea, for this they appeal to the searcher of all 
hearts, and to the consciences of those to whom they write, 
saying, Our exhortation tvas not of deceit, or guile: for nei- 
ther at any time used we flattering words, as ye know; nor 
of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others: 
ye are witnesses, and God also, how holy, and justly, and 
unblamably, we behaved ourselves among you that believe, 

1 Thess. ii. 3. 5, G. 10. Now with what face could these 
things be asserted by men, who knew that they, in these 
Epistles, had told such things as even the senses and ex- 
perience of those to whom they wrote must know to be the 
greatest falsehoods? Or how could they to whom they 
wrote give credit to such impudent untruths as these must 
be, if the relations which they made of these miraculous 
operations of the Holy Ghost had been fictitious things? 
This therefore is a farther evidence of their sincerity and 
truth in these relations. 

Thirdly, Let us consider how the apostle treats those 
churches of Corinth antf Galatia, in which he speaks most 
copiously of these operations of the Holy Ghost, and how 
•they stood affected to the apostle Paul. The Corinthians, 
in his first chapter, arc represented as schismatical ; in his 
third, as carnal; iu the fifth, as glorying in an incestuous 
.person; in the sixth, as contentious, to their own shame, 
and to the scandal of Christianity; in the eighth, as murder- 
ers of them/or whom Clirist died; in the tenth, as murmur- 
ers, tempters of Clirist, fornicators, idolaters, partakers of 
the table of devils; in the eleventh, as coming to the Lord's 
supper, not for the better; but the worse, offending in it 
both against the rules of charity, and temperance, and 
faith, in not discerning the Lord's body; in the twelfth and 
fourteenth, as guilty of einulations, schisms, and contentions, 
touching spiritual persons, and of vain-glory, scandal, and 
confusion in the exercise of their •spiritual gifts; and in 
the fifteenth, as deniersof that resurrection, which was the 
great foundation of all the future hopes of Christians. In 
his Second Epistle he declares his fears that he might find 
among them debates, envyings, wrath, strifes, backbitings, 
whisperings, swellings; and that he should find among them 
many tuho had not yet repented of the uncleanncss, fornica- 
tion, and lasciviousness, which they had committed, 2 Cor. 
xii. 20, 21. And for these things, if not reformed, he threat- 
ens he would use sharpness, and come to them with a rod, 

2 Cor. x. G. xiii. 2. He charges the Galatians with apos- 
tacy, admiring that they were so soon removed from him 
that called them to another gospel, i. G. and represents them 
as foolish and bewitched for falling from that gospel, by 
which they had received these spiritual gifts, to the beg- 
'gariy elements of the law, iii. 1. 5. No\y how could the 

Corinthians be guilty of such emulations about spiritual 
persons, or such disorders in the exercise of their spiritual 
gifts, provided there were among them no such persons, 
and they had no sifch gifts ? How could they fear the 
lashes of his rod, on the account of crimes of which they 
jieither were nor could be guilty? Why should they not be 
rather for Cephas or Apollos, than for Paul, if Paul im- 
posed upon them with false stories, and sensible untruths ? 
Or why should not the Galatians even quit that gospel in 



which he endeavoured to confirm them only by an appeal 
to that which they must know to be a lie ? 

Moreover, the affections of the members of these-churches 
were not so firm to him, their esteem of him was not so 
great, as that he might securely lessen it by venturing on 
these arts of falsehood, for he found some of his Corin- 
thians puffed up against him, and preferring others much 
before him, (1 Cor.iv. 18.) charging him with lightness and 
inconstancy, (2 Cor. i. 17.) and walking according to the 
flesh, (x. 2.) looking upon him as a man too much trans- 
ported, and almost besides himself, (2 Cor. v. 13.) as base 
in person, and in speech contemptible: (x.10.) he complains, 
that they were straitened in their bowels of affection towards 
him, and that the more he loved them, the less he was beloved 
by them, (2 Cor. xii. 15.) that they questioned his apostle- 
ship, and even sought a proof of Christ speaking in him, 
(xiii. 3.) He represents the Galatians as men who ques- 
tioned his apostleship and doctrine, or at least thought him 
much inferior in both to others, chap.i. and in the second, 
as supposing he dissembled with them, and elsewhere 
preached himself that circumcision he condemned in them, 
v. 11. yea, who looked upon him as their enemy, and were 
even ready to exclude him, iv. 16, 17. Now under these 
circumstances could he hope to repair his credit with them, 
and to establish his apostleship they questioned, by an ap- 
peal to and a relation of such things as both their senses 
and experience knew to be manifest untruths? But, , 

Fourthly, Could it be supposed that these churches 
were so stupid and insensible, that they did not, or so par- 
tially affected to these apostles, that they would not, take 
notice of these things? These Epistles inform us pf other 
subtle and industrious adversaries, men zealous to oppose, 
and to adulterate the gospel which he preached, and .de- 
sirous to find occasions to depress and lessen the pro- 
moters of it, and to advance themselves above them. 
(2 Cor. x. 12. xv. 11, 32.) St. Paul complains, that the 
Corinthians had among them false apostles, and deceitful 
ivorkers, who transformed themselves into the apostles of 
Christ, when in truth they were ministers of Satan, 2 Cor. 
xi. 13. 15. men who corrupted the word of God, ii. 17. 
and sought to corrupt them from the simplicity that is in 
Christ, xi. 3. That among the Galatians there were evil 
agents, who' troubled them, and would pervert the gospel of 
Christ, i. 7. false brethren, who come in privily to spy out 
their liberty, ii. 4. men that desired to exclude the apostles, 
that they might be affected by tliem,i\. 17. men who con- 
strained them to be circumcised, and observe the law, and 
yet keep it not themselves, but only did this lest they should 
suffer persecution for the cross of Christ, vi. 12, 13. wish- 
ing they were cut off who did thus trouble them, v. 12. The 
like he saith, Phil. i. 15, 1G. iii. 18. Colos. ii. 4. 8. 19, 20. 
1 Tim. i. 5, 6. vi. 3—5. 2 Tim. ii'. 17—19. iii. 5. 8. 
Tit. i. 10, 11. Now if he himself were a vain talker, and 
deceitful worker, one who endeavoured to impose upon 
them with false tales, with what face could he object those 
things to others of which he was himself so guilty? Or 
how could they whom he so confidently doth accuse as 
guilty of these things, neglect this obvious reply to such 
an accusation, that he himself, in his appeal to the miracu- 
lous operations of the Holy Ghost, for confirmation *of. his 
doctrine and apostleship, had done the very thing he laid 
to their charge ? Wc have no reason to suspect that all, or 
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auy of these adversaries neglected any pains or diligence 
to search into the truth of what St. Paul thus offered to 
confirm his doctrine, and magnify his office; and to vindi- 
cate himself from the aspersions which they cast upon him. 
Since then we never find the truth of these relations ques- 
tioned by auy of those Jews, who so insatiahly thirsted tor 
his blood, or by those Judaizing Christians, those of the 
circumcision, who so vehemently inveighed against his doc- 
trine, his person, and his office; and since we arc assured 
by the event, that if they ever made any such attempts 
they all proved ineffectual, and insufficient to impair the 
credit of those writings in the Christian world ; it may be 
certainly concluded, that these Epistles could not be con- 
vinced of falsehood, but contained matter of unquestionable 
truth in these assertions touching the powerful operations 
of the Holy Ghost. 

Lastly, Let us consider what the apostles suffered for this 
testimony, and what it cost them to propagate this faith 
throughout the Christian world, and in what tragical ex- 
pressions they are set forth in Scripture; God (saith St. 
Fa,u\)hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed 
to death, for toe are made a spectacle to the world, to angels, 
and to men. Even to this present hour we both hunger, and 
thirst, are naked, and buffeted, and have no certain dwelling- 
place; and labour, working with our hands. Being reviled, 
we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we 
entreat : we are made as the filth of the world, and the off- 
scouring of all things to this very day, 1 Cor* iv. 9. 11 — 13. 
that they died daily ; or stood in jeopardy of it every hour, 
1 Cor. xv. 31. that they approved themselves as ministers 
of Christ in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in 
distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, 
inwatchings, in fastings, 2 Cor. vL 4, 5. We were (saith 
he) pressed above measure, beyond strength, insomuch that 
we despaired of life, 2 Cor. i. 8. and in the eleventh chap- 
ter he gives such a dreadful account of his own afflic- 
tions as can scarcely be read without trembling. Now by 
what motive could they be acted iu the publication of that 
faith, for which they suffered all that wit and malice could 
inflict upon them, but the conviction of the truth of what 
they published ; seeing they actually lost all in this, and 
could expect no blessings in another w T orld for calling God 
to witness to a lie ? The moralists assure us, that it is 
impossible for men to act without appearance, of some 
good to be pursued by that action; that love of life, and 
a desire of self-preservation, is common to us with the 
brutes, aud it is as natural both for them and us to avoid 
misery and torments: if then the apostles did actually 
abandon all the enjoyments and expectations both of this 
and of a better life, and wilfully subject themselves unto 
the worst of misery and torments, in propagation of a tes- 
timony from which they could cxpcct.no profit or advan- 
tage, they must be even bereft of common sense, renounce 
the natural instincts of mankind, and be in love with misery 
and ruin, I confess, it is possible for men to lay down 
their lives for false opinions, provided they believe them 
true; but if the apostles were guilty of any cheat at all in 
this matter, they must be guilty of a known imposture, and 
so must sacrifice their lives for falsehood, i. e. for that from 
which they could expect no good at all; which seems so 
inconsistent with the common principles of reason and self- 
love, that nothing can be more incredible. 



And this, I hope, may be sufficient to convince any rea- 
sonable person that these Epistles must be WTittcn w r hilst 
the apostles lived, and be their genuine writings, and then 
the truth of what they do so copiously assert concerning the 
miraculous gifts and operations of the Holy Ghost, vouch- 
safed tothc believers of those times, cannot be reasonably 
contested. 

§. IX. But yet I shall proceed to farther confirmation of 
this argument from these two heads. 

First, From a particular consideration of the gifts they 
mention. 

Secondly, From the reason we have to believe that these 
extraordinary gifts were equally conferred upon all other 
Christian churches, as upon those which the apostles men- 
tion in their Epistles, and also were of a lasting continuance 
among them. 

First, From a particular consideration of the miraculous 
operations and the gifts they mention. Now they were 
of two sorts : 

The healing of the sick, and the curing of the lame, blind, 
and maimed, the raising of the dead, the ejecting of devils 
out of men, and from their oracles and temples; which being 
performed by the apostles and primitive professors of 
Christianity upon others, I style outward operations. 

Or else those inward giftsby which the understanding was 
enlightened, and was enabled to discern that which their 
natural powers could not reach, as, the gift of speaking 
with unknown tongues, of prophecy, of discerning spirits. 
I begin with 

The gift of healing the sick, and the diseased. Of which 
let it be noted, 

First, That this gift was not confined to the. apostles, but 
was conferred on the inferior clergy, and other members 
of the church indifferently: for amongst the gifts conferred 
upon the church, the apostle mentions ya^icpiara lapaTwv, 
those of healing, 1 Cor.xii. 9. and, ver. 29. they who exer- 
cised those gifts are reckoned after apostles, prophets, 
teachers, as being both distinct from them,' and inferior to 
them; and ver. 30. the question is thus put, Have all the 
gifts of healing? St. James directs the sick and the dis- 
eased to the 7-ulers of the church, with promise that the 
prayer of faith, joined with the holy oil, should heal the 
sick, James v. 14, 15. And this is by our Saviour promised 
as one of the signs that should follow them that believed in 
his name; TJtey shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover^ Mark xvi. 18. This being therefore made as well 
the matter of a promise, as of their frequent prayers; had 
not these prayers been answered, and this promise verified, 
Christianity would have, in probability, been blasted by it. 

Secondly, This gift continued frequent and notorious in 
the three first ages of the church, and the salutary influences 
of it were dispersed throughout the world. Soon after tho 
destruction of Jerusalem, the Christians, saith Epipha- 
nius,* returned from Pella, <xr\fxiia fxiyaXa ipyaZojuzvot laatwv, 
working great miracles of healing. Amongst the operations 
of the Holy Ghost conferred at baptism upon the converts 
of his time, Justin Martyr f enumerates, to rijc laaivg, 
the gift of healing. Ircnaeusj: proves the certainty of our 



* De Men*, et Ponder, seel. 15. t Dial.«um Trypb. p. 258. 

% "AXXci II Teuf xa/i*VMT*c J»a Tiff t£v X %x ft* to&lrtvt t£vrnt xaJ iyiiic amxaBicra- 
cut, nU It juc?»xf« tiyifaray' xal irag^umay n/t*T> fftwtlf itij-**. Lib. ii. cap. 57. IToX- 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



TO THE EPISTLES. 



625 



Lord's resurrection, from those miracles which his disciples 
performed still in his name: For some of them (saith he) 
cast out devils, ottiers heal those that are diseased, and even 
now the dead have been raised, and continue tvith its many 
years. The spirits of many dead men have returned again, 
and the man hath oft been given to the prayers of the saints, 
the whole church of that place requesting it with prayer and 
fasting. — Even to this day (saith Origen*), there remain 
footsteps of that Holy Spirit, who appeared in the shape of 
a dove among the Christians; for l%&r$ovfn Saifxovag, koi 
woXXag laaeig E7riTt\ov<Ti, they cast out devils, and perform 
many cures. And again,f Even now the name of Christ 
exempts men from ecstasies^ scares away daijxovag ?}Srj Si koI 
voaovg, devils and diseases. Some footsteps and remainders 
of the miracles which Christ performed % lv raig \KKkqaiais 
kcl\ /Jtixpt vvv yiverat, are to this day done in the church by 
the name of Jesus. And, lastly, to that inquiry of Celsus, 
What magnificent work hath your Jesus done? he answers,§ 
Tliis is one magnificent work, that jxi\pi <n'ifxtpov, even to this 
day his name doth heal diseases. Now of the truth of what 
they thus deliver, they pretend, . 

First, To be themselves eye-witnesses. We can produce 
(saith Origen ||) a vast number of Greeks and barbarians 
who believe in Christ ; some of whom, as a token of the power 
of tliat faith they have embraced, heal diseases by invocation 
of the name of God and Christ: koI -njneig cwpajcajuev, and toe 
ourselves have seen many delivered by these things from dan- 
gerous symptoms, ecstasies, and madness, and ten thousand 
other evils which neither men nor devils could exempt them 
from. 

Secondly, They call the God of heaven to witness to the 
truth of what they say: We have seen many such things 
(saith Origen^f), being present, and beholding them with our 
eyes, which should we write, the heathens would laugh at 

them as things feigned, aXXa yap Otbg fxaprvp tov rifxtripov 
rrvve&oTog, but God is witness to my conscience, that I do 
not endeavour by false testimonies to commend the doctrine 
of Christ. 

Thirdly, They appeal to the testimonies of their very 
enemies. For thnsTertullian** speaks to Scapula, ajudgc 
in Carthage : All these things may be suggested to thee from 
thy office, and the advocates of it, who have received these 
advantages from Christians ; for the notary of one, the child 
and kinsman of another, have been freed by nsfrom devils: 
" Et quanti honesti viri (de vulgaribus enim non diciraus) 
ant & da;moniis, aut valetudinibus remediati sunt?" And 
how many honourable men (for ive speak not of the vulgar) 
have been delivered from devils or diseases by the Christians? 
It teas Proculus (saith he), the Christian, that healed with 
oilEvodus; which so ingratiated him to Severus, that he 
kept him in his palace to his death. And, 

Lastly, By this very argument they triumph over the like 
attempts of heretics and heathens, who pretend to do these 
things by magic, or that their gods performed the same. 
1. Over those heretics, who,knowing these miraculous cures 
were frequently performed by the orthodox, were forced 



%al iynU{ t ixia-rpiJ,i t3 irnZfxa tw Tt\ivrnxfa-o{, %aX i%apte-Qn o £&p#rro; t*7? i£;£a7? 
t3* kyixy. Ibid. cap. 56* 

* Contr. Oh. lib. i. p. 31. f P. 55. 

t In Job. torn. xxvi. p. 528. C. $ Contr. Cels. lib. ii. p. 20. 

II L'b- «ii. p. 124. % Lib. I p. SB. ** Cap. 4. 
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to pretend the like. Thus Irenaeus comparing the miracles 
of Christians with the magical operations of Simon Magus, 
Carpocrates, and others of that gang: TJiis (saith he*) is 
sufficient to confute them, that they can neither give sight to 
the blind, nor hearing to the deaf, nor cure the weak, the 
lame, the paralytic, nor those that are diseased in any other 
part of the body; which yet (saith he) was often done by 
Christians to the benefit of the heathens. 2. Over the like 
pretences of the heathens, who boasted that f iroXkal crw- 
jhcltmv wr\pwvuq ia<r$ri<jav, that their gods did many cures, that 
they gave % 'fmorbis medelam, spem afflictis, opcm mi- 
seris," medicine to the diseased, hope to the afflicted, help 
to the miserable; and that their gods had often* cured § 
" multorum hominum morbos valetudinesque," the diseases 
of many. For to this they do not only answer, by saying 
they had no assurance that their demons, however courted 
by them, could heal the infirmities of human bodies; as 
Origen || replies to Celsus ; and that if they had any thing 
of this kind, it was only by applying medicines, and direct- 
ing them to such meats, such potions, and snch juices of 
herbs, that is, saith Arnobius, by shewing the skill of a phy- 
sician. rather than the power of a god: but that they could 
do nothing of this nature worthy to be named with that 
which Christ and his apostles did; he (say they) with a 
word commanded the blind to see, the lame to walk, and 
cured all diseases with a touch of his hand. Now, can you 
shew us any among all your magicians,1f " consimile ali- 
quid Christo millcsima ex parte qui feceril," who have done 
any thing in the least resembling Christ? Yea, ** " Quid 
simile Dii omnes quibus opem dicitis aegriset periclitan- 
tibus latam?" What like to this have any of your gods, to 
whom you do ascribe the cure of the sick, performed? That 
whereas their gods could not transmit their supposed powers 
to others, our Jesus derived this power to the meanest, to 
rustics, fishermen, day-labourers, ff and did himself nothing 
which he gave not them also power to do: and that the 
name of Jesus restored them to perfect health, who were 
incurable by all the powers of human art, the assistance of 
the demons or of heathen deities. Seeing you have the con* 
fidence (say they) to bring theatres of heathen deities into 
contest with those of Christ, how many thousand shall we 
instance in, vjho have in vain repaired with supplications to 
all the temples of the gods; in vain have tired the ears of 
your admired Aesculapius? '\% " Quid ergo prodest osten- 
dcre unum aut alterum fortasse curatos, cum tot millibus 
subvenerit nemo?" And what availeth it, to tell us of the 
good success of two or three, when the complaints of thou- 
sands receiving no help from them shew their want of power 
to assist the needy? 

Let it be then considered, that the Christians, for three 
whole centuries together, healed many myriads throughout 
the world, who laboured under those diseases, which were 
incurable by all the arts of men and devils ; that they made 



* " Nee cnim caccii possuul donar© visum, neque aardia audilnm, neqne dcbilaa, 
aut claudoa, aut paralvticos curare, vel alia quadam parte corporis vaxatos, quem- 
idmodum swpe evenit fieri secundum corporalem infirmitatem, vel earnm, qua! u forii 
acr idunt, infirmitatum bonaa valetodincs restaurare." Lib. ii. cap. 56, 57. 

t Cels. apud Orig. lib. viii. p. 415, 416. t Ciccil. apud Mitral, p. 9. 

§ Arnob. lib. i. p. 28. || Lib. viii. p. 418. 

% Arnnb. lib. i, p. 25. ** P. 28. 

tt M Neque quicquam e»l ab illo gestum, quod non omno donaverat faciendum par- 
volis illis, el rusticia, el eorum subjeccrit potestati." P. 30, 51. 

tt Ibid. p. S9, 
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frequently the lame to walk, the. deaf to hear, Iho blind to 
sec, and sometimes raised the dead, by invocation of the 
name of Jesus ; and we shall find just reason to conclude, 
This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
«§. X. Secondly, Our Lord promised, that they who be- 
lieved in him should cast out devils, which promiso ho 
performed with" such a constant scene of glorious instances, 
and such amazing circumstance^, if in this matter we may 
credit the primitivo professors of, and martyrs for, Christ- 
ianity, that it is not possible for any man to doubt the truth 
and certainty. of the Christian faith, who does not look 
upon/them as impudent untruths and lying legends. For, 

First, X.et us consider to whom this, power was com- 
mitted over this strong man armed, over these principa- 
lities, and the rulers of the darkness of this world: Oar 
blessed Saviour having said, Behold, I give- y ou. autho- 
rity over all the poiver of the enemy, great multitudes of 
Christians gave a continual demonstration of the truth of 
this prediction. For that our Lord was sent for the desimc- 
Hon of these evil spirits, koI vvv hcriov. vtt! oiptv yivofiivmv fiaOuv 
dvvaaSe, you may now learn (saith Justin Martyr "*) from 
what is done before your eyes ;for many Christians through- 
out all the world, and in the very city, of your empire, have 
healed many that were possessed of the devil, and still do they 
eject them by invocation of the name of Jesus, whom none of 
your enchanters, conjurers, or sorcerers, were able to expel 
—Those Christians are not.few (saith Origcnf), who' 'eject 
devils from them that are possessed with them, and tltis they 
do without all curious arts, or any sorcery or magic, only by 
prayers, qnd simple adjuration of them, uygtTr'tTrav yap Idt&Tat 
to Totovrov irpaTTovm, for mostly this is" done even by the 
meanest Christians, the grace assistant to the word of Christ 
demonstrating by this the devil's weakness; that to expel 
thenifrom the soul or body ofaman, there is no need of men 
of wisdom, orjMverful in demonstration of the faith* Now 
(sailh h6j) were not Christ of a Divine composition, the 
devils. would not thus quit the bodies they possess at the-b'are 
invocation of. his name. V. Fidelis quisque daemonibus im- 
perat,";JEwy Christian hath command over the devils, saith 
Clemens.^ Yea, such is the efficacy of the name of Jesus 
(saith Origen||), l o>c %&& Bte »cai virb $av\o)v dv6fia%6fi£vOv 
ivmtv,/that it sometimes profits when it is used by wicked 
men, according to our Lord's prediction, that at the dread- 
ful audit many should be rejected who could make, this 
plea, in thy name we have cast but devils. (Matt. vii. 22i) 
It Avas sometimes efficacious even when used by them who 
Avcre ho followers of the holy Jesus; as in the instancy 
mentioned by St. John, Master, we saw one casting out 
devils in thy name, and we forbade him,, because he followed 
Ho£'H5;,(Marki3t..38.) and thisgavc courage *to the Jewish 
-exorcists, the sons of Sceva, to adjure evil spirits by the 
name of Jes«s.*.(Acts xix.14.) And not the Jews.^f only, 
but other enchanters also, saith St. Austin, ** mixed the 
name of Jesus with their incantations. 
Secondly, This name was efficacious against all evil 



• Apol. i. p. 4?. t Contr. Cels. lib. vii. p. 334. 

♦ Ei yhf f*h $i&ir w alrvtc&iie-a e-ve-Tas-i?. Lib. iii. p. 133. 

$ Recogn. lib. ir. cap. 33. p. 461. || Lib. i. p. 7. 

S Pag- fid. P- 289, 290. 

** " Illi ipsi qui sedacunl per ligaturas, per priecanUiiones, per machinamenla ini- 
mici, miacenl prtccaututiooibas sois nomco Cbrisli." Tract. 7. in Job, torn. ix. 
p. 63. 



spirits whatsoever, none of them being able to resist the 
power of it. Even now (saith Justin Martyr*), we who be- 
lieve ill Jesus, to. Satfiovta wavra Kai irvevfiara irovripa l^opKl- 
Zovrtg, vitoraaaofitva i)fuv txofitv, adjuring the whole herd 
of devils and malignant spirits, havetlitm all subject to* our 
power. And again, By the name of the Son of God, nav 
daifxSvwv opKiZoptvov viKarat, koi viroracrcriTat, all kinds of 
devils, being adjured, are overcome, and*broii()lit into sub- 
jection. — It is evidently seen (saith Origcnf); that by the 
name of Jesus ten thousand devils have been Expelled from 
the souls and bodies of those who were possessed by them. 
On this account they triumphed over the heathen exorcists, 
that by the name of JesuS th(5y expelled-\th6se d6vils, 
whichnone of their sorcerers , enchanters, or magicians (saith 
Justin Martyr I), dould -expel ; and ovxr all the heathen 
deities. Bring one pOssissed^ mad) and raging (saitlrLac- 
tantius^), to your Jupiter, or, bechhs'e he is not skilful in 
those matters, bring'himto JEsculapius, or Apollo,' let'both 
their priests adjure him in the name of their supposed deities, 
to quit his station, they in vain htlemptit; but let the^iame 
devils be adjured in the name of the' true God, knd instantly 
they fly ; " Quae ratio cstut timeant Christum, Jovcin non 
timeant V Were this Jove any better than themselves, why 
do they fear our Christ, and not their Jupiter?'* And ori the 
sarhcaccburlt they ! triumphed* over thbSe heretics, \Vhich 
\ then appeared to* corrupt the truth : for we by this (saith 
Ircn8eus(|)icon/b«/id the heresies of Simon Magus, Carpo- 
crates, and Hue whole tribe of these deceitful workers, that 
they cannot, '*'.'. omnes dsemones^efFugare,*' expel all kinds 
of devils, but only such as are confederate with them, if they 
indeed do that. Consider,* > r> * > r 

Thirdly, That they expelled them not only out of men, 
but also from theirtemples, oracles, l and altars. Weareso 
far\s£L\th Orig'cn'fl) from worshipping of demons, that ice 
expel them airb tottwv lv bTc avrovg iSpvKaviv, from the places 
where thbyare seated.— Go-no more (saith Clemens of Alex- 
andria, in his exhottation to the Greeks **), toujour Casta- 
lian, or other fountains: all these prophetic streams are now 
* dried up, and they are passed away with their own fables. — 
Divination and oracles (saith Strabo ff)icere by the ancients 
much regarded; but 7toiv they are as generally neglected 
and contemned, the oracle at Delphos and at Hammon being 
wholly silent. ~~Not above one* ortivo remains, (saith Plu- 
tarchjj), the rest are wholly silent, or entirely desolate. — The 
spirit. of the gods (saith the apostate Julian §§) comes noiv 
^jiravldK ptv teal lv oXiyotc, but rarely, and to very few. 
•Thus are the very heathens forced, with Porphyry^ to con- 
fess the triumphs of our Jesus over their supposed deities. 
Nor did they only silence their oracles, and stop the 
mouths both of their priests and of those demons that in- 
spired them ; but they did open them, at the same time, to 



* Dial, cam Tryph, p. 302. A. etSll. t I" Celsum, lib. i. p. 20. 

♦ Ap«f. i. p. 45. $ Lib. iv. cap. 27. * )1 Lib. ii. cap. 56. 
% Contra Culs. lib, vii. p. 376. ♦* i'. 9. A. B. 

ft T«T? <*fX«io»? / W *^ OT *> 1» ""ftp xal h /LutvTixii xa&Xoi/,**] Xt nirrf> ? ta * "^ ?' fa*y**** 
jwti^k vroXkh, hfaif Hal to i* "Ajujuww ayi Jw ti ixXiXiiTrrai ^»iirr«gwy, ffforipw 3f 
iwrtfutoTo. Lib. x vii. p. 8 IS. Et de Fano Delphico, HZ* fxh wXi^dt** xa.i ts Itfb, 
.fff«T«{5y >i turi^aXXovTwc irifAvS*. Lib. ix. p. 419. 

J J 0£>i» >sT TTifl <rxv imT wwflariy&aixal iiair^tTv t^r irriZfta. rxt Xfwr>»p(*» afx*vt*>- 
<r& $ ^waXXov H w^r ivo; h >wi> a* farm txXi i^it opavraf, r£* $ % aXX«? rk fxtv atyh, ra H 
wa7rtXr.f l^nfutU jtaTgrxntti. De Defect. Orac. p. 411. E. F. 

$$ Apud Cyril. Al. lib. vi. p. 19B, 199. 

|!)| Apud Easeb, Prtcp. Evnng. lib. v.cap, 1. 
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force them to confess, even before their priests and vota- 
ries,, that, they were evil spirits. This most men (saith Mi- 
nutius*) know, and some of yon, that allyour de?nons,when 
they are forced out of bodies, by our ivords and prayers, do 
with grief confess what they are, not Mlying their own 
filthiness, even in. your presence; " ipsis testibusessq eos, 
daemones de se verurn : confitentibus credite," believe their 
testimony, when truly they confess themselv.es to be but devils. 
— All thedominim we have over them (saith Tertullianf), 
proceedeth from, the name of Christ, andthe commemoration 
of those things they are.to suffer from him as their judge; this 
causeth them, at our command, to come forth of the .bodies- 
they possess, with great .reluctance, and grief, and shame, 
wheri you are present ;; you who have credited their lies f , be- 
lieve them xvhen they speak the .truth ,0/ themselves, for none 
will lie to their disgrace, but for thejr honour ; they are more 
to be believed who confess against themselves, than tvho> 
deny for themselves. — These devils (saith Cyprian J), being 
adjured by the true God, .do instantly confess,, and are cotn~ 
pelted to come out of the bodies they possess; you may see 
them by our voice, and by the power of the invisible Majesty, 
as it were whipped and scorched, and as their torment doth 
increase, you may hear them howling, groaning, deprecating, 
confessing evenin the audience of their votaries, whence they 
come, and when they will depart In his epistles to Dona- 
lus, § this is made one property of a Christian, to force im- 
pure spirits to confess what they are, and to iirgt them by 
their powerful strokes to depart. Consider, - 

Fourthly, This was done not in Rome and Carthage only, 
and other cities of the chiefest note, but, -as it is observed 
by Justin Martyr, || Kara iravrarov K6afiov, throughout all 
the world, not only for some weeks or -months together, 
but,, as these records testify, from the first rise of Christ- 
ians to the days of Constantino ; for even about that time 
Lactantius ^[ speaks thus : As Christ himself, whilst he 
conversed with men, did with a word expel all kind of devils^ 
" ita jnunc sectatorcs ejus/' so now his followers expel these 
filthy spirits by their Master's name, and by the sign of his 
passion. i Eusebius adds,** that uain koI vvv, even now he 
shews the virtue ofhisJ>ivine power ,. by expelling wicked and 
hurtful devils from the bodies and the sotds of men, only by 
mention of his name^&gavr^ irdpy Karu\ritl>afxzv, as from ex- 
perience we have found. This they did, . ., . ' - 

Lastly, Say these authors, without the use of medicines 
or magical incantations, only by invocation of the name of 
Jesus, or by reciting the sacredbooks, saith Origen,ft with- 
out deceit, or without gain, saith Irenoeus ; JJ " sine prsemio, 
sine merccde," without advantage or reward, saith Tertul- 
lian ; §§ it being then conceived criminal to gain by such 
spiritual gifts, and contrary to that injunction of their Lord, 



* " llaec omnia scitint pleraqae para vestrura, ipsos daemones de semetipsis con- 
fiteri, qooties & nobis tonnentis rerbortrtii, el oratioais ineendiis de corporibpa exi- 
gnntar." P. 3J. * « w> n»> > ^ v.* ,.,«*?. . rf 

t '* De corpOribos nostro imperii) excednnt inviti,* et dolentes, et vobis prsesenti- 
bos erabescentes ; credits illis quam veroin de so loquantur, qai tneotientibus cre- 
dits. Nemo *d soom dedecos mentilor," &c. Apol. cap. 23. 

t Do Idol. Van.ed. Ox. p. 14. ' '*' 

§ "Immondvael enralicos *pirilus,qui se expognsodis bominibaa iramerserint, ad 
confc5«iooem minis increpaotibos cogere, ot recedant daris verberibas argere." 
Ibid. p. 4. 

(| Apol. p. 43. f Lib. iv. cap. 27. ** Contra Hierocl. p. 514. 

ft Lib. ir. p. 124. lib. lii. p. 376. }$ IJb. ii. cap, 57. 

§ $ Apol. cap. 37. 



Matt, x; 8. Freely ye have received, freely give. And truly, to" 
conceive these things were doncljy any. medicine^, or raa-* 
gfcal enchantments, is thte greatest folly ; for how should 
multitudes "of mean and 'simple .Christians arrive at such a 
skill in any of those arts, which neither Jew nor gentile/ who : 
had long exfercised' them," could attain* unto, and -which 
none of these numerous apostates orlheretics which Fell off 
from them In the times of persecution could discover, or 
instruct others to perform, .or themselves exercise? And 1 
much lessisitto be 'thought that Satan should assist them 
to buifd Christianity upon the ruins dfi his oW kingdom/ 
and to promote &n interest a§ contrary bbth to his nature, 
and designs, as Is light to darkness. Moreover, that nohe 
might doubt the 'truth of these particulars ;; .v ' q ?/* 

Firfet, They frequently appeal even to the senses of the* 
very infidels. If you are ivilling (saith Jufetih Martyr f),* 
Kai yvv Iktwv vtt* ofavytvofiivuiv pqov vfjuv 7rua§r}vcn, if is easy ■ 
for you even now to be assured of these things with ydhr own, 
eyes. " Dictisnon stetis, si oculi vestri ct aures^permiserint 
vobis," Disbelieve thest things (saith Tertullian +), if your 
eyes and ears will suffer you to do so: * Admirable are those 
words of Cyprian $ to Demetrianus, a persecutor of the* 
Christians, " Veni et cognosce vera esse quae dicimus :"; 
Come and experiment the truth, of what ice say ;t and since, 
thou sayest thou worshippest the gods, believe the gods thou 
worshippest; or, if thou wilt, believe thy self '; for he that 
noiv dwells in thy breast, and holds thy soul in ignorance, 
shall in thy audience speak of thee; thou shalt. see them en- 
treating us whom thou entreatest, thewwhoni thou fear est 
fearing %is ; ihoti shall see them bound; and trenibling under 
our hand, whom thou adorest as gods; sure this must be 
sufficient to confound thee in thy errors, when thou seest and 
hearestthy gods, at our commaiid,dnstantly confessing what 
they are, and not daring to cdnceal their cheats indhy 
presen ce. < A » « ; . * 1 v i K *■ * u > v;"j Sttb* ft r :*■ c\ t *- '"> t Act* , • > 

Secondly, iThey also appeal to their consciences; We 
expel devils out of men (saith Tertullian §), "'sicut pluri- 
mis notura cst,":a$ very 'many knbw.~Mostmen are very 
well acquainted with these things (saith Minutius ||), " pars 
vestrum/' and so some of you heathens are. They appeal, 

Thirdly; Tortheconfcssions of the very devils, a£ Kath 
been proved already from the testimonies of TeHullian, 
Minutius, Cyprian ; and by "this very argument Thcophi- 
lus1fprovesthem.to.be evil spirits, ■• that )i(xpi rov Sivpo? 
even at this day being exorcised by thendme of 'the true God; 
they confess themselves to be deceitful spirit?. And, 

Fourthly, They appeal to the effects produced upon the 
persons thus dispossessed, even their "conversion by* this 
means to the Christian faith. Some Christians (saitlrlre- 
najus **)have thi gift of casting out devils so firmly, arid so 
certainly; wort iroWatctg Trumvuv abrovq UKvovg tcaOapiaSivraQ 
ano tmv 7rovr}$uv TTvzvfiaTtov, that many times they who are 
healed, and delivered from these evil spirits; believe; and do 
continue in the church. " Hoec deniquc testimonia DeorunT 
vestro rum Chris tianos facere consu6vcruht/ , These testimo- 
nies of your gods do oftniake Christians (saith Tertullianft); 

* Dial, com Tr^li. j^. 311. f Apol, cap. S3. 

% " Si volueris de teipso loqoetur, aodienla le j videbis nos rogari ab iia 

quoa to rogas, (imeri ab iia quos ta times, quos (u adorss videbis sub mana nostra 
stare vinctna, et tremcre captivos qaos tu suspicis et veneraris ot Dominoa." P. 1 91. 

§ Ad Scap. cap. 2. |j P. 31. 1T Ad Aotol. lib. ii. p. 87. C. 

** Lib. ii, cap, 57. ff Apol. cap. 23. 
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believing them, we believe in Christ, they advance the credit 
of our writings, and build up our hope ; for you worship 
them even with the blood of Christians, tltey therefore would 
not lose such profitable votaries, lest turning Christians, you 
should, with us, expel them, u si illis, sub Christiano volentc 
vobis vcritatem probare, mentiri liccrct," if they durst lie 
to a Christian attempting to confirm you in the truth. Lac- 
tantius,* accounting for the multitude of Christians, saith, 
this is no small reason of it, that the devils being cast out 
by Christians, c€ omnes qui resanati fuerint, adhasrent re- 
ligioni cujus potentiam senserunt," they who are healed, 
embrace that faith whose benefit and power they have felt. 

Fifthly, They encourage others to embrace the Christian 
faith, by promising to them this power of ejecting devils, 
when they should cordially embrace it. Be ye baptized (saith 
Clemens f) in the name of the most holy Trinity ; and then, 
if you believe ivith an entire faith, and with true purity of 
mind, t( etiam ex aliis vos raalignos spiritus effugetis, et 
dasmoncs," you sliall expel impure spirits and devils out of 
others, and free men from diseases; for the devils know and 
own those who have given up themselves to God, and some- 
times at their very presence are cast out; we exhort you 
therefore to be of our religion, and we assure you that when 
you do advance to the same faith and innocence of life with 
us, ."erit par vobis atque eadem etiam contra daemones 
potestas," you shall obtain like power over the evil spirits. 

Lastly, They offer upon pain of death, and all that could 
be dear to them, to make this experiment before the eyes 
of heathens, i. e. not only to eject those very demons they 
invoked, but even to force them to confess they were cheats, 
and own themselves to be but devils. I come now (saith 
TcrtullianJ) to the demonstration of the point, " Edatur 
hie aliquis coram tribunalibus vestris," Let any one be 
placed before your tribunals who manifestly is possessed by 
the devil, being commanded b)j any Christian to speak what 
he is, he shall as certainly truly confess himself to be a devil, 
as elsewhere he doth falsely profess to be a god; produce 
any of them who profess to be inspired by any of your gods, 
" nisi sc dcemones confessi fuerint, Christiano mentiri non 
audentes, ibidem illius Christiani procacissimi sanguinem 
fundite," if they do not confess themselves to be devils, not 
daring to lie to u Christian, let the blood of that malapert 
Christian be shed before you in that very place. What is 
more manifest than this experiment, more faithful than this 
proof? Here is plain evidence laid before you, whose virtue 
will assist itself; here can be no suspicion ; even say, that ma- 
gic, or some such fallacy, is imposed upon you, if your eyes 
and ears will permit yon. 

All this we have delivered upon certain knowledge, and 
confirmed to us with the highest attestations, by men of 
greatest wisdom, to distinguish betwixt truth and false- 
hood, and so discern matters of real fact from vain impos- 
tures; by men of that sincerity and undisguised piety, as 
renders their veracity, in matters subject to their senses and 
their experience, incontestable; by men who suffered all 
that is terrible to human nature, for the profession of a 
faith whose truth depended on the certainty of these eveuts, 
and which, in this world, called for continual acts of self- 
denial and austerity, and the renouncing all that tends to 
gratify the sensual appetite, only for the enjoyment of inward 



* Lib. r. cap. *7. 



t Recog. lib. it. *cct 53, 34. 



X Apol. cap. 33. 



and spiritual pleasures here, and of celestial joys hereafter. 
Again, all this is said in their discourses directed to hea- 
then emperors and judges, or to the heathen world, partly 
to mitigate their hatred of them, and their severities against 
them, and partly to engage them to embrace the Christian 
faith, which sure no person of sincerity would, no men of 
wisdom could attempt by such untruths as might be easily 
detected by them: for could they boast of their continual 
triumphs over Satan's kingdom throughout all the world/ 
and send the heathens to Rome and Carthage, and other 
famous cities, to be convinced of the truth of what they 
said : would they talk of the multitude of converts they had 
made to the Christian faith by dispossessing men of devils, 
or forcingevil spirits in their presence to confess they were 
but devils: would they encourage others to embrace the 
Christian faith, by promise of like power when they did 
cordially believe and practise suitably to it: would they 
appeal to the senses, to the ears and eyes, to the conscience 
and experience of their most spiteful adversaries : would 
they provoke them to make the experiment of the truth of 
what they said with the hazard of their lives, and even en- 
courage them to shed their blood, if, upon trial, they should 
fail of the performance: or could they by such means as 
these prevail upon the world, and daily gain new prose- 
lytes, had not the evidence of truth confirmed their say- 
ings? And if in these assertions they speak the words of 
truth and soberness, they give the clearest evidence of the 
power of that Jesus whose name so mightily prevailed over 
the host of these infernal legions. For is it reasonable to 
conceive these devils, without constraint from a superior 
power, should not only quit the power they so long had ex- 
ercised over the bodies and the souls of them who wor- 
shipped them as gods ; but also should confess so oft, even 
in the presence of their votaries, at the command of them 
who sought the ruin of their kingdom, and used their con- 
fessions to that purpose, that they were evil spirits ? or 
could the name of Jesus, without the power to which he 
pretended, have been so great a terror and a torment to 
them, or be thus efficacious even in the mouths of wicked 
men, and those who followed not him, had not this also 
tended to the confirmation of his power? Did ever any 
of the heathen jugglers, with all their arts of magic, extort 
such plain confessions from them? Did they thus force 
them to desert the bodies and the temples they possessed, 
and to exert their power to the ruin of themselves, and the 
amendment of those souls they had ensnared? This there- 
fore being only done by our Jesus, or others in his name, 
demonstrates his Divine commission. 

Obj. Against this signal demonstration of the truth of the 
Christian faith, the only cavil which the infidels and scep- 
tics raise, is this, that we find no mention of persons thus 
possessed with the devil among Jews or gentiles before our 
Saviour's advent ; nor have we uow experience of any such 
thing, cither among Christians or in the heathen world, and 
therefore cannot easily believe it was so then, but rather, 
that the persons represented as demoniacs were only per- 
sons afflicted with some strange diseases, fits of the mother, 
convulsions, falling-sickness, madness, and the like. 
' Ans.l. To this I answer, That were this granted, yet must 
this be a demonstration of the power of Christ, and of the 
truth of the Christian faith, that it enabled its professors 
every where, by virtue of the name and invocation of the 
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holy Jesus, thus to heal all manner of distempers, which 
no physicians could cure by their art, much less by speak- 
ing of a word. 

Secondly, Moreover, I have sufficiently confuted this 
cavil,, by shewing that the Christians of those times ejected 
devils, not only out of men, but also from their temples, 
oracles, and altars ; and that so signally, that even the best 
historians of those ages, though by religion heathens, and 
some of them professed enemies of Christianity, are forced 
to confess their oracles were silent, and that Christianity 
had thus triumphed over their supposed deities; and also 
by shewing, that they forced these evil spirits to confess 
they were but devils. Besides, we find, both in the sacred 
records, and in the writings of those fathers, a constant and 
a plain distinction betwixt these two things, the curing 
diseases, and the casting out of devils; so Marki. 34. He 
healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out. 
many devils, and suffered not the devils to speak, because 
they knew him; Matt. x. 1. He gave to the apostles power 
against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to healall man- 
ner of sickness and diseases. The Christians, saith Irenaeus,*. 
truly cast out devils and heal the sick by imposition of hands. 
'ESaTT^Sovcn Saifiovag, teal iroWag taattg zttitzXovgi, They cast 
out devils and heal many diseases, saith Origen.f How many 
honest men have by us been healed, or freed from devils? is, 
the inquiry of TertulIian.J 

Thirdly, The falsehood of the suggestion, that men pos- 
sessed with evil spirits were not known among the Jews in 
former ages, appears from the plain testimonies of Jose- 
phus,§ who saith, that God taught Solomon this wisdom for 
the benefit of men; and that he left behind him those ways 
of exorcising demons, which so effectually expelled them, that 
they never entered into them more ; and from that time to 
this hath that way of curing those who were possessed been 
very powerful. He also talks of estrange herb, or shrub, 
which being artificially pulled up,|| to. KaXoifxtva Satfxovta 
ra^wc fc&Aavvtt, presently expels devils. Wc also read in 
the Acts of seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, who were ex- 
orcists, Acts xix. 13. and of their children casting out 
devils, Matt. xii. 27., And both Justin Martyr IT and Ire- 
nseus** inform us, that they did this before the time of 
our Saviour, by the invocation of the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. 

That among the heathens there were persons thus pos- 
sessed, appears sufficiently by this, that otherwise the 
Christians could not have pretended to cast them out ; and 
from the exorcists and magicians in every nation, of whom 
Plutarch ft saith, that they advised those who were possessed 
to repeat theEphesian letters: and LucianfJ: mentions it as 
a thing known to all, that they had those who did dispossess 
demons. Justin Martyr §§ saith, the Jews exorcised them, 
r V T ^'Xyv itHrxep kcu ra t^vtj xpwjutvoi, using that art as the hea- 

* Lib. ii. cap. 56,57. t Coolra Cchuro, lib. i. p. 43. . 

% Ad Scap. cap. 4. 

§ Kai Tf&pou; ifaxxtrtxv jurrfXtiwiy, eT; itiovfAtra. ra tatfxwta, »$ /AWtr iwavtX$tXr 
ixhxKovrt, xaX avrh /wi^gi *Zy iraj' hfMV h Q${avnla irbtinw \<rx^* Arch. lib. viii. cap. 2/ 
p. 257. 

K J)e Bcllo Jad. lib. vii. cap. 23. p. 981. 

f Dial. p. 311. •• Lib.ii. cap. 5. 

ft Ol pay*, tw; }at t u#ft£ojutiW( xeXiuotwi t* 'E^Uia y^a/x/xara tsrfi; avrovs Kctict^i- 
yttv. Sjmpot. lib. \. q. 5. p. 706. 
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thens did. The names of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, are 
used, saith Origen,* not only by the Jewish exorcists, 
AXXa yap X £ ^6v koI iruvTag tow? to. rwv l7T(^Swv kclL fiayuwv 
Trpayfiartvofiivovg, but almost by all that practise the art of 
magic or enchantment. So that it is certain that the history 
of Christ and his apostles casting out devils in Judea,'and 
of the Christians casting them out throughout the world, 
was therefore never questioned by Jew or gentile, because 
they had among themselves in every place pretenders to it. 

And if after the triumphs of the gospel there now con-, 
tinue among Christians no footsteps of this power of Satan, 
this is a testimony of the truth of what our Lord foretold, 
Now is the prince of the world cast out, John xii. 31. 

§. XL Of those internal gifts, which shew the power of 
the Holy Ghost engaged to promote the Christian faith, 

First, That of tongues is most illustrious. This was a 
gift exceeding requisite to the speedy propagation of the 
gospel, which in the space of forty years was by our Lord's 
prediction, Matt.xxiv. 14. to spread itself throughout the< 
world. And therefore it was daily exercised among the* 
heathens to convert them, and by themselves, when" they 
embraced the Christian faith; for the family, the friends, 
and kindred of Cornelius, received the Holy Ghost ; and, 
to the amazement of the Jewish converts, spake with 
tongues, and magnified God, Acts x. 46. Upon the twelve 
disciples of the Baptist, the apostle lays his hands, and: 
they receive the Holy Ghost, and speak with tongues, Acts 
xix. 6. St. Paul in his Epistle to the church of Corinth, 
saith, They were enriched with, and they abounded, Ivrtavri 
Xoyu), in all tongues, 2 Cor. i. 5. (Sec the note there.) 
Among the gifts imparted to them, he reckons divers kinds 
of tongues, and the interpretation of them, 1 Cor. xii. 9. and; 
puts the question to them thus, ver. 30. Do all speak with 
tongues? This he objecteth as their crime, that ivhen they 
came together every one had his tongue, 1 Cor. xiv. 26. and. 
adds, that if they thus continued to use this gift, it would 
breed confusion in their churches, and cause their auditors 
to say, That they were mad, ver. 23. Whence he adviseth 
them, who used these tongues, to pray they might interpret, 
ver. 23. permitting only two or three to speak with tongues 
in one assembly, and that by course, and with interpreta- 
tion, ver. 26 — 28. imposing silence on them when no inter- 
preter was present; and order, saith he, being thus ob- 
served, Let no man forbid to speak with tongues, ver. 39. 
And if. this gift was so abundantly conferred upon that 
church, in which the apostle found so great miscarriages, 
and of which only he saith, They came behind the other 
churches in no gifts; wc reasonably may suppose others, 
and better churches, had an equal share in this gift. Ac- 
cordingly, we have heard (saith Irenaeus, lib. v. cap. 6.) 
many brethren ivho have received the Spirit of God, Kanrav- 
rb^atraig\akovvrit)v Sta nvtvfiaTog yXoxTaatg, and by that 
Spirit spake all languages. . 

And now, what can the unbeliever offer to invalidate the 
strength of this convincing demonstration? Will he ascribe 
this gift to the assistance of the devil ? Let him produce 
one instance of like nature from any heathen writer, to shew 
that ever this was done by any besides Christians: or tell 
us, why that subtle spirit should thus concern himself 
to propagate and to confirm that faith, which bears the 

• Lib, iv. p. 184, 185. el lib. i, p. 17. 
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clearest opposition both td his nature and designs? Will 
they ascribe it to some fit of melancholy, br some dis- 
temper of tho brain? What can be 'more absurd, than t6 
assert, that nt tho preaching of a-sfermoh, the rushing of a 
mighty wind, the laying oh of an apfcstle's hands, or the 
baptizing of a person in the name of Jesus, such unac- 
countable diseases should seize on many thousands, arid 
should enable them to : speak a language they had never 
learned?' Or, is it reasonable to think this distemper 
should he so-peculiar to Christian constitutions, as that no 
other persons should pretend to it? and that it should 
wholly ce&se fronr them, when once the Christian faith had 
spread itself -over all nations/'Christiaris themselves herer 
pretending that it lasted beyond the second century? .; 

§. XII. The second internal gift, of which the Scripture 
makcth frequent mention, is that of prophecy ; of which let 
it benoted; 1 ^ 'fot'T ^°' v i ~' y * 

That seeing the Jews; trom the foundation of their? 
church to the 'completion of the Canon of the Old Testa- 
ment, had a continuul succession bf prophets tcf instruct 
them in the mindof GSd,it scemetWhijgbly requisite, that 
the like gift shduld for Some season bo conferred upon the 
church bf Christ, which was not only to succeed; but highly" 
to excel; the Jewish 'economy. Especially, if wc consider; 
that their bwn' prophet Joel herd foretold, touching the 
times of the Messiah promised to the Jew's, God would 
then pmt his Spirit tipon all flesh, and thtif Softs and 
daughters should prophesy ; (Joel ii.lS.) arid dlso, thatd\ir 
Lord had promised to send the Spirit of truth to his dis- 
ciples, to lead them into all truth, arid to declare unto them 
things to come, (Johnxvi; 13.) arid 'to'send to the Jewish 
nation prophets and wise men; (Math xxilu 34.) and some 
of these must be supposed to spbak, when he engageth, that 
he that receiveth a prophet intlidiiameof a prophet, shall 
receive a prophet's reward* (Matt. x. 41i) So thdt you see, 
tho Christians had just reasoh.to expect the spirit of pro- 
phecy should be again revived in their days, and plentifully 
conferred upon them ; arid that both Jew and gentile must 
have had sufficient cause to question the whole truth of 
Christian faith, had not this "spirit of prophecy* been found 
amongst them: and therefore of the completion of this 
promise, we arc assured, 

First, From the catalogue of Christian prdphets, men- 
tioned in tho New Testament arid ancient writers of the 
church. For Acts xi. 27, 28. mention is made Of Christian 
prophets coming from Jerusalem; and of Agabus, who 
foretold the famine that happened in the' days of Claudius 
Caesar, as Josephus,* Suctonius,f and Dion testify ,| lit 
the thirteenth chapter, we are told of fixJe prophets in the 
church of Antioch; who, whilst they ^tvefe employed in tho 
public ministry, received a Divine afflatus, commanding 
them fo separate Barnabas and Sauly to same special ivork> 
to which the Holy Spirit had designed them, ver. 3. And 
xv. 32. we read of Judas and Silas, who, being prophets, 
exhorted the br'ethrkn with many iv'ords: arid Xix. G. of 
twelve disciples, who when St. Paul had laid his hands upon 
them, ipake teith tbngttes and prophesied. In the Revela- 
tion of St. Johri, mention is made of Christ's servants, the 
prophets, xvi. C. and of the blood of the prophets slain by 
the beast, xviii. 20. 24. and of the prophets his brethren, 



xix.10. Eusebius* cites an ancient author, wlio speaks of 
Quadratus and others, as 7rvtvftaTo<j>opnO(vTiQ Trpoipijrai, in* 
spired prophets, and who declared, that the prophetic gift 
continued still in the church. Moreover, as Joe} had fore- 
told, that in those days their daughters and their handmaids 
should prophesy ; so wo read in the history of the Acts, of 

four daughters of Philip the evangelist Who did prophesy, 
Actsxxi.9. in the Epistle to 'the Corinthians, of women 
prophesying, 1 Cor. xi. 5. and in the Ecclesiastical History, 
of Ammiaf of Philadelphia, a ptophetess. 

In a word, there was not any church in which this gift of 
prophecy was not frequent. We read of prophets at Je- 
rusalem, the mother of all ^churches, Acts xi. 27. in ihc 
church of Antioch, Acts xiii. 1. of the gift bf prophecy in. 
the church of Romc/Rom. xii. 6. in that "of Corinth ancLof 
Thcssalonica,l Thess. v. 20. and 6f spiritual persons in the 
church of Galatia, vi. i: They are "said to be placed in 
the church in general : For God (saith the apostle) hath 
set some in the church; first, apostles; Secoftdlij, prophets ; 
thirdly, teacher^: as therefore the apostles and the teacher?, 

! so did the prophets exercise their functibris in all churches. 
They were giVett to the church for ends which equally con- 
cerned all their assemblies, Christ having given some apo- 
stles, sorAe prophet's, some evangelists, some phstors arid 

\ teacher s, for the perfecting of the Saints, for the ivories of the 

1 ministry, for the edifying the body' of Christ, Eph. ix. 11, 
12. NoSv these arc ends in which all churches must be 
equally concerned, and therefore we have reason to bc- 

! lieVe, thkt as apostles, evangelists, and pastors, so £ro- 
phfcts also were vduehsafed to them all. 

Moreover, it scerhs evident* tliaVaVthe first fotmtlation of 

1 & Christian eliufch arhohg the gentiles, there were no set- 
tled 'pastors to perform the public offices in their assem- 
blies; but they were -generally performed by prophets, dr 
by spiritual rrieri, who had the gift of prophecy, Or were in 
the assembly excited* to that Work by ah afflatus of the 
Holy Spirit To clear rip this, let it be noted : » 

First, That as soon as any person then embraced the 
Christian : faith/they deceived with it the gift df prophecy, 
or'6f ; the Holy Ghost; so when feter and John laid hands 
on the Samaritan converts, they received tMtioly Ghost; 
(Acte viii. 15.) when Peter preached to Cdrnclius and his 
friends, the Holy Ghost fell on all them thai heard the word, 
and they spake xvith tongues, and magnified God; (Acts x. 
44,46.) so also the twelve disciples of the Baptist, when 
St. Paul laid his hands upon them, Spate ibith tongues and 
prophesied: (Acts xix. G.) so that this gift of prophecy was 
still Contemporary with a Christian church, or family of 
Christian converts. ■ '* * 

Note, secondly, That the apostles did riot presently, upon 
the Conversion of any ri'uralicr of persons to the Christian 
faith, ordain them elders in every church, but left thcrn for 
a season to the conduct of those prophets and spiritual 
men the Holy Ghost had fitted for that work. The church 
of Antioch was converted, saith Dr. Lightfoot, in the for- 
tieth year of our Lord, and d great ?mmber of them turned 
to the Lord,(Acts xi. 21.) and yet no elders were ordained 
among them, till the fiftieth year: (Acts xiv. 23.) but in this 
interval, there were prophets among them who ministered 
in their assemblies to the Lord, (xiii. 2.) The inhabitants of 
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the isle of Crete were converted for some considerable 
time before St. Paul sent Titiis to them, to set in order the 
tilings, which were lacking, and ordain elders in every city, 
(i. 5.) How were they then in the meantime supplied with 
teachers, and men that ministered in their assemblies, unless 
by men assisted by that Spirit which was shed on them 
'abundantly at their conversion ? (iii. 5, G.)* Anil if we may 
hike an estimate of other churches, by what was certainly 
performed in the assemblies of the church of Corinth, we 
cannot reasonably doubt the truth Of this assertion.' For, 
whereas all the public offices performed then in the church 
were prayer and psalmody,* 'expounding or preaching of 
the word, and eucharistical oblations ; all these*arc in the 
fourteenth chapter of the First Epistle ascribed to the pro- 
phets in that church, or to the men endowed with spiritual 
gifts among them: for when they came together, some of 
them' prayed, others composed *sacreiJ hymns by their 
'spiritual gift, ver. 15. Their prophets did then teach for 
edification, exhortation, and comfort, ver/3. 31. they also 
did then evXoyuv, bless, which is the word used for con- 
secration of the eucharist, x. 1G. and tvyapioriiv, give 
thanks, which is the word used in our Lord's institution of 
this sacrament, 1 Cor. xi. 21. and at "this" thanksgiving the 
pedplc answered, Amen',* as they were wont to do at the 
Celebration of the sacrament, vcr. 1G, 17. That all, or any 
of these things were done by stated pastors, wc never read 
in' the Epistles to that church. And this seems yet more 
probable, touching the church of Corinth, because there 
seemsno order observed among them in their prophesying, 
and no subjection of the prophets in their assemblies, to 
any ruler in that church. When the incestuous person was 
to be delivered up to Satan, this was done by the authority 
of St. Paul, with the concurrence of the whole assembly; 
Wlien you are met together (saith he), to deliver such a 
one to Sataii, (ICor. v. 4.Yjmt away froni yourselves that 
wicked person, (vcr. 13.) And when he speaketh of this act 
of discipline, he calls \tlirtTtfjL(avirbTO)vvXtiovo)v, the punish- 
ment inflicted by many,- 2 Cor. ii. G. (Seethe note there.) 
And when the same person was to be absolved, there is no 
'direction sent to any rulers of the church to give him ab- 
solution, but all seems immediately to be done by the au- 
thority of St. Paul, and by the whole assembly. And,' lastly, 
in the Epistle sent from Corinth to the church of Home, 
we find not any salutation sent to Rome from any bishop 
or elder of the church of Corinth, but only from the kin- 
dred of St. Paul, from Gains the host of that church, 
Erastus the chamberlain of the city, and Quartusa brother, 
(xvi. 21 — 23.) All which things put together, render it more 
than probable, there were then no settled pastors in the 
church" of Corinth, which makes it necessary, that the affairs 
of their church-assemblies should be wholly managed by 
their prophets and spiritual persons. 

It seemeth also highly probable, this was the case of 
other churches, since (he apostle, directing his Epistles to 
many of them; maketh no mention of any church-governors 
amongst them, either in the beginning of them, as he doth 
in his Epistle to the Philippians, or the salutations at the 
close of them, as he doth in that to the Hebrews, saying, 
Salute all them who have the rule over you, Km. 24. For in- 
stance, there is no direction of the Epistle writ to the Ga- 

• Jaslin Marl. Apol. ii. p. 97. Con$tit. Ap, lib. viii. cap. 12. 



latians to any church-governors among them, no salutation 
of them in the close of it, no charge against them, for suf- 
fering those great disorders which had obtained in r that 
church, no exhortation to them to .take heed to their mi- 
nistry, or to oppose themselves jto the deceivers then crept 
in among them ; but there are plain directions given to the 
spiritual men, or to the prophets then among them, in these 
words, Brethren^ if any maiibe overtaken with a fault, ye 
that are spiritual, ii e. who arc endowed with those spi- 
ritual gifts which enable you for public ministrations in the 
church," restore such a one in the spirit of meekness, vi. 1. 
(see the note there); which makes it highly probable, that 
"church was managed, not by stated pastors, but by pro- 
phets and spiritual teachers of the word. « ■ 

Thus also seems it to have been in "the church of Thes- 
salonieaV For'(l.) we find'no notice taken of them in the 
front of the Epistles to them^jio salutation of them in. the 
cldse ; 'the Words* of salutation oeing only these, Salute 
all the brethhnyvitha'holy.kiss/ (2.) We find no di- 
rections given to them jn particular, but only to the bre- 
thren in general, touching euch matters as must have re r 
lated to their office only 1 , or chiefly, had they been settled 
rulers in that church. ' The charge, ITliess. v. 14. runs 
thus : We exhort you,bteihren, warn them that are unruly, 
comfort Vie feeble-minded, support the weak: and, 2 Thess. 
ii. G. thus : We command you, hretliren,in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 
br oilier that ivalks disorderly, and not according to the tra- 
ditionwhich ye have received from us : and, ver. 13, 14. And 
ye brethren, — if any man obey not the word by this Epistle, 
note that man, and have no company ibith him, that he may 
be ashamed; yet count him not as ah enemy, but admonish 
him as a brother: and, lastly, to these brethren the adjura- 
tion^ mentioned v. 27. is directed, charging them by the 
Lord, that this Epistle be read to all the holy brethren. 

The same may be observed of the Epistle directed by the 
same apostle to the church of Rome ; for it is directed in 
the general, to all that are in Koine beloved of God, and 
saints' called ; and among the numerous salutations in the 
close, we find not one directed to any stated pastors of that 
church : but this we find, that having finished his great dis- 
putc'cohceriiin^ justification, and the rejection of the Jew's, 
he exhorts them' to be wise to sobriety, as God had distri- 
buted to every one the measure of faith, xiii4. and adds, 
Having therefore gifts differing According to the grace given 
us, whether it be prophecy , let us prophesy according to the 
proportion oj faith, \ er. G. or ministry, let us wait on our 
ministry ; or he that teacheth on teadiiug. Now evident it 
is, that both the prophets and teachers in those times are 
reckoned as'meh who' exercised those offices by a spiritual 
afflatus, and were enabled to perform them by the mira- 
culous gifts of thfc Holy Spirit then vouchsafed to them; 
whence they are styled in the words now cited ^ap/ffjuara, 
spiritual gifts. Hence therefore it is highly probable, these 
were the men who then presided in their assemblies, and 
exercised those sacred offices in the church of Rome. Now 
if these things were so, all Christian churches, at their first 
conversion to Christianity, musthavc a sensible and con- 
stant demonstration of the exerdisc of these spiritual gifts 
in their assemblies, and so a certain evidence of the Divine 
presence with them; and of the truth of the profession they 
embraced. 
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This will be further evident, if we consider what is as- 
cribed to these prophets, what demonstrations they afford- 
ed, that they were truly acted by a Divine afflatus. 

In prosecution of this head, 1 do acknowledge that pro- 
phecy doth, 1 Cor. xiv. signify, expounding the Scriptures, 
for exhortation, edification, and comfort, but then it signi- 
fies the doing this by a Divine afflatus; and when this gift 
was exercised by singing, or by praising God, this was still 
done, as Holy Scripture doth inform us, wScuc irvtvfiaTticcuQ, 
in psalms, and hymns, and odes, composed by the imme- 
diate impulse and assistance of the Holy Ghost; for upon 
that account alone could this be styled praying and sing- 
ing in the Holy Ghost, and mentioned as an instance 4 of 
their spiritual gifts : and such a manifestation of the Spirit 
did attend them in this exercise, as made it easy for others 
to discern that they were prophets; for either with the gift 
of prophecy they had the gift of tongues, as in the first 
effusion of the Holy Ghost, when they spake with other 
tongues the wonderful things of God, (Acts ii. 11.) and 
thereby shewed the spirit of prophecy, which God had 
promised by his servant Joel, was fulfilled upon them, and 
on Cornelius and his kinsmen, the first gentile converts ; for 
by this were the Jews convinced, that God had shed on 
them also the gift of the Holy Ghost, that they heard them 
speak with tongues, and magnify God: (Acts x. 44, 45.) or, 
•secondly, they foretold things future and contingent, ac- 
cording to our Saviour's promise, that the Spirit he would 
send should shew them things to come. (John xvi. 13.) Thus 
"we find mention in the sacred story of the prophet Agabus, 
who foretold the year before that dearth which happened 
in the reign of Claudius, (Acts xi. 27.) that other Christians 
niight be moved by this prediction, to send their charity to 
their brethren where the famine pinched them most, as it 
did in Judca, saith Josephus; and of Timothy, chosen to bo 
an evangelist according to the foregoing prophecies concern- 
ing him; whence by the ancients this gift was styled, 6 rfjc 
Trpoyvdxjttjg, the gift of foreknowledge. 

Moreover, in the Epistles of St. Paul wc find not only 
mention of prophets settled in the church, and of prophecy 
reckoned among the gifts of the good Spirit, but we find him 
comparing it with other gifts ; particularly (1.) with that of 
tongues, and preferring it before that gift, as being such a 
gift as tended more to the edification of the church : For 
greater is he that prophesieth, than he that speaketh with 
tongues (saith the apostle); for he that speaketh with tongues 
edifieth himself only, but he that prophesieth edifies the church. 
(1 Cor. xiv. 2. 5.) Hence he declareth his desire, that they 
should rather prophesy than speak with tongues. (2.) He 
compares it with that of charity, declaring, in that case, 
that charity excels it, because, though we have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge, 
yet if we haveno charity we arenothing ; (ICor. xiii. 2.) and 
because prophecies shall cease, but charity never ceaseth, 
(ver. 8.) Moreover, he gives directions to prophets, to pro- 
phesy according to the proportion offaith, (Rom. xii. 19.) to 
prophesy successively, or one by one, and let the other prophets 
judge,(l Cor. xiv. 22.) and to hold their peace when any thing 
,is*revealed to another prophet, (ver. 10.) lie also blames 
them for prophesying all together in a confused manner, and 
without observation of due order, and for suffering their 
women to prophesy in the church, (ver. 39.) And yet after 
all these directions, he exhorts them to covet prophecy, and 



saith, Quench not the Holy Spirit, despise not prophecies. 
(1 Thess. v. 19, 20.) Now these things give us an unques- 
tionable evidence, that this gift was then plentifully con- 
ferred upon the church of Christ; for could the apostle 
talk with so great confidence in his Epistles directed to 
Christian churches, of prophets, and of a gift of prophecy 
vouchsafed to them, and settled in the church of God : 
could he speak so much of the edification, which the 
church received by those who had the gift of prophecy, 
and of the revelations which they made by virtue of it, and 
of the effect it had on unbelievers, to force them to acknow- 
ledge, that God teas present with the church: could he 
compare it with other gifts then extant in the church, and 
give it the pre-eminence above them ; and with the grace 
of charity, exalting that even above tongues and prophecy: 
could he give directions to the prophets then among, them, 
how to exercise this gift, and chide them for abusing it : 
could he say to them, Covet and despise not prophecies ; 
and could he close those sayings with these words, If any 
man be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge, that 
the things I write to you are the commandments of God: 
(1 Cor. xiv. 37.) I say, could he have written all these 
things, in such Epistles as w r ere embraced as the word of 
God, had it not been beyond exception, that there was 
such a gift of prophecy vouchsafed to, and exercised in, 
the church of God? 

Lastly, Of the continuance of this gift of prophecy, not 
only in the age of the apostles, but also in the age suc- 
ceeding, we have sufficient evidence from the best writers 
of the Christian church. For, 

First, Hermas, contemporary with St. Paul, speaks of 
this gift as still remaining, and usually practised in the 
church of Christ : for he professedly gives rules, by which 
all Christians might distinguish betwixt true and false pro- 
phets, those who were acted by an evil spirit, and those 
who were acted by the Holy Ghost ; saying, That he who 
had the earthly spirit, camenot into the congregation of just 
men ; or if he came thither, (lib.ii. cap. 11.) " obmutescit, 
nee quidquam potest loqui," he was presently stnick dumb, 
and had no power to speak before them. But when a man 
comes (saith he *)who hath the Spirit of God, into the con- 
gregation of the just, and prays to God, he is then filled with 
a Divine afflatus, and speaketh as God will. Whence two 
things are evident, 

First, That he supposeth there were then men in the 
church inspired with the spirit of prophecy : secondly, that 
this prophetical afflatus came upon thein, and was exerted 
by them, in the assemblies of the church. 

Of the continuance of this gift in the second century, we 
have a signal testimony of the church of Smyrna, declaring, 
that Polycarp, their bishop, was StSaak-aAoc a7rocToXtk-6c, 
Koi Trpo^rtKog, an apostolical and prophetical teacher; for, 
say they,+ every word he spake hath been already fulfilled , 
and tvill be fulfilled. 

Eusebius makes mention of QuadratusJ as an apostoli- 
cal man, and one of the first order of their successors, who 



* *' Cum ergo vencrithomo, qui habet Sjiiriluin Dei, io ecclesiam joslorura haben- 
dum fidem Dei, cloralio fit ad Deuin, tunc nuncios sancloa Divinitalis implet homi- 
nem ilium S|»irilu Sanctn, et loquitur iu lorba sicol l)po» villi." 

t n«> yap p«/ua o i£a<f>rxf> in. tcu CT^fxat^ aiivv, xat fwXiwSSn, xai T«M(Wvn«T«;. 
Martyr, l'olyc. aect. 16. 

X Witt. Kectei. lib. Hi. cap. 37. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



TO THE EPISTLES. 



633 



was (saith he) irpo<t>nriK$ xapfc/wn Sutvphpag, celebrated for 
his prophetical gift. 

JustinMartyr speaks of himself as a disciple of the apo- 
stles ; and Methodius saith, He ivas not far from the apo- 
stles: now he expressly saith to Trypho, * Uap vuXv teal 
/uc'xp' vvv TrpofyriTtKa'XQ-Q'wi 1 **™ «rrtv, tt?6 have Still prophetical 
gifts among us. 

Irenaeus was also near to the apostles' times, saith Basil 
and St Austin; *nd he not only declares, that some Christ- 
ians had thenf Up6yv<t)(riv rutv jueXXovrwv Ka\ OTrraaiag, kol 
pn<niQ Trpo^Tirtfcac, the knowledge of things future, and vi- 
sions, and prophetical predictions; but confirms this from 
what he and others had then heard \for (saith he) St. Paul 
calls them perfect, who had received the Spirit, and by him 
spake unth all tongues; KaOwg teal aicovouzv -rroXktJv aScX^wv 
lv ry tKKkrioiq 7rpo<j>riTiKa \aplauara ly6vTiav 9 % as also ive have 
heard many brethren in the church, who had prophetical 
gifts, and by the Spirit spake with all tongues, and disco- 
vered the secrets of men, and expounded the mysteries of 
God. Moreover, three things are in this matter very rc T 
inarkable. 

First, That by this very argument, the Christians of the 
second and third century endeavoured to convince the 
Jews, that their religion was to give place to Christianity ; 
that God had left their synagogues, and was now effica- 
ciously present with those churches, who had embraced the 
Christian faith ; because that gift of prophecy, which for- 
merly had been peculiar to the Jewish church, had now 
entirely left them, and was translated to the assemblies 
of Christians, among whom it remained, uexpt vvv, to that 
present time, as hath been proved already by the testimony 
of Justin Martyr, in his dialogue with Trypho.§ Thus to 
Celsns, pleading in the person of a Jew for that religion 
against Christianity, Origcn declares, That the Divinity of 
Christ had transferred his providence from the Jews to the 
converted gentiles, for (saith he) we may see them after the 
coming of our Lord entirely deserted, and having nothing 
venerable that remains among them, they having now no 
prophets and no miracles, || wv kuv lyy^ ^ ttoctov irapa 
Xpivrtavoig tvpiaKerai, icai riva ye udZova, of which some con- 
siderable footsteps have so long remained among Christians. 

Secondly, The case of Montanus, and his followers, 
pretending to this gift of prophecy, hath in it many circum- 
stances, which plainly shew this gift did still continue in 
some measure in the church. For, 

First, Eusebius informs us, that when Montanus, Alci- 
biades, and Thcodotus in Phrygia, pretended to the gift of 
prophecy,H many believed they might be prophets, because 
many extraordinary operations of the Divine gifts were still 
performed in divers churches. 

Secondly, They confute the Montanists' pretence to this 
gift, by the falsehoods which they uttered ; Maximilla, one 
of his prophetesses, having declared, that after her there 
should be no prophets, but the consummation of all things; 
and because they left no prophets to succeed them ; whereas 
(say they**) the prophetic gift is to continue in all churches; 



* P. 508. B. t Lib. ii. cap. 57. $ Lib. v. cap. 6. 

$ P. 503. || Lib. ii. p. 62. tid. lib. fii. p. 357. 

% nXiTa-Tai yap cZv xa\ aWai ^a^ah^vrroitat Toy Bitw ^agtV^wro?, iMti rfot x*Ta 
Jja^svf ixxXqrfae iiriTlXoCfjurai, nriniv «raga woXXcTj rev xaxi/vou? «r^o<f>»)THjlt» tfrafir^ov. 
Hist. Ecolfs. lib. v. cap. 3. 

** Ai?y y*t (Tvai ri flrpo^qrixsi X^w/wa " ***? *? ixxXurta. Ibid. cap. 17. 
VOL. V. 



which/shews, it did continue then, for otherwise this ob- 
jection must have been as strong against the ( church of 
•Christ, as against the sect of the Montanists. Arid, lastly, 
they confute them from their Way of prophesying, they, 
speaking still in* ecstasies and strange emotions of their 
minds; whereas (say they*) the prophets under the old tes- 
tament;and ours under the new, Agabus, Judas, Silas, Qua- 
dratus, and many others, were never subject to such ecstasies;, 
whence they concluded, urj Seiv irpo<j>i)Tt}v Iv iKaraau \a\tiv, 
that prophets must not speak in ecstasies. , , 

Lastly, It farther is observable, that some heretics de- 
nied the Gospel of St. John, because he had so fully spoken 
of the promise, which our Lord had made to his disciples, 
that he would send the Comforter to teach themall things, 
and shew them things to come. They rejected also the 
Epistles of St. Paul; because in his Epistle to the Corin- 
thians he had so fully spoken, " de propheticis charisma- 
tibus," of the prophetical gifts. Now, these (saith Irenaeusf) 
are unhappy men, who choose themselves to be false prophets, 
i. c. to speak in God's name, when they confess they are 
not taught of God, and who endeavour to repel the grace of 
prophecy from the church; which words suppose it was 
extant in the church of God. ' " 

§. XIII. There is one other Divine gift which beareth 
some affinity to that of prophecy, which therefore I shall 
briefly handle, viz. that of discerning spirits. Now this im- 
ports, not only the skill of discerning betwixt true and false 
prophets, which he that had seems, by St. Clemens,! to be 
styled, 6 ao^oc «v Stqicpfau twv \6ywv, a wise man in dis- 
cerning words, or in distinguishing betwixt the lying won- 
ders and magical operations of evil spirits, and the powers 
of the Holy Ghost, .which must be in some measure com- 
mon to all Christians, they being all enjoined to try the 
spirits whether they be of God: (1 Thess.v.20. John.iv. 1.) 
but chiefly it signifies the power of discerning the inward 
operations of the soul, and of discovering the secrets of 
men's hearts. Thus of the prophets of the church of 
Corinth; Every one (saith St. Paul) hath his revelation. 
And again, If ye all prophesy, and there come into your 
assembly one who is an unbeliever,' or unlearned, he is con- 
vinced of all, avaKplvzTat wo Travrwv, his actions are dis- 
cerned by all the prophets; and thus are the secrets of his 
heart laid open, and so falling down upon his face, he will 
worship God; and declare that God is in you of a truth. 
(1 Cor. xiv. 14. 26. 30.) So Peter discerned the heart of 
Ananias and Sapphira, saying to Ananias, Why hath Satan 
filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? And to Sapphira, 
Wliy have you agreed to tempt the Holy Ghost? (Acts iii. 
5. 9.) t. e. having joined yourselves to the assembly of the 
Christians, where you have had so great experience of the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, to declare the secrets of men, 
why, after such experience, have you dared to lie in the as- 
semblies of those men in which the Holy Spirit thus resides, 
and thereby shew you doubt his power to reveal what you 
have fraudulently concealed? He also knew the heart of 
Simon Magus, for to him he speaks thus, (Acts viii. 22,23.) 



* Tourer >i TpoVw, m!tj two, t*v xaTa tfa iraXatav, oCn t5» x*t£ rh» xawv, Trviy/txx- 
Toyopta-Ssyra «t^dt«» JiTjai Jtwa-cvTai. Apad Euseb. lib. v. oap. 17. 

t "Simul evangeliura et propheticum expellnnt spiritum iufelices ?erc qui pseu- 
doprophetic qiiidem esse volunl, prophelia? antcni gratiam repellnnl ab ecclesla." 
Lib. Hi. cap. 11. p. 239. * 

J Ep. ad Cor. sect, 4$. 
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I perceive thy heart is not right before God, but thou art in 
the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. It was by 
this gift that St. Paul at Lystra, looking upon a blind man, 
saiv that he had faith to be healed. (Acts xiv. 9.) Ignatius* 
also speaks of the Spirit in lnm that did ra KpvTrra i\iyx*w, 
reprove things secret; and Irenoeus,f that the brethren, 
which had the spiritual gift, did ra icpv<pta rS)v avSpumwv ug 
Qavipav ayuv, discover the hidden things of men. 

It was discovered in discerning men's fitness or qualifi- 
cations for any office in the church; and accordingly in 
setting them apart for that office. Thus the Holy Ghost, 
in the prophets, said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them. Thus is the Holy 
Ghost said to have made the bishops and presbyters in 
Asia the overseers of the churches there, Acts xx. 28. be- 
cause, as Clemens Romanus % saith, the apostles constituted 
bishops and deacons, SoKijiatovreg n t 7 7rvevjuan, approving 
of them by the Spirit. And Clemens of Alexandria, § that 
St. John ordained> to be- of the clergy, tovq airb rod 7rvev- 
fiaroe ayiov <n}}iaivonivovQ, them who were signified to him 
by the Spirit. And Ignatius || s^iith of the bishops of his 
time, that they were constituted not by men, but'Irjaov Xpi<r- 
tov yvwjup, by the counsel of Christ Jesus. 

§. XIV. I proceed, lastly, to- shew-the reason we have 
to believe that these extraordinary gifts were equally con- 
ferred upon the other churches, as upon those which the 
apostles mention in their Epistles. This we may gather, 

First, From these expressions of St. Paul to the church 
of Corinth, in which they were so plentifully exercised; 
for his inquiry to them runs thus ; What is it wherein you 
toere inferior to other churches? 2 Cor. xii. 13: and his as- 
sertion thus, In every thing you are enriched by him in all 
utterance, and in all knowledge, so that ye came behind the 
other churches in no gift, 1 Cor. i. 5. 7. which words plainly 
insinuate, that all the other churches were plentifully en* 
dowed with these gifts. 

Secondly, This also may be gathered from the reason of 
the thing : for the operations of the Holy Ghost are said 
to be designed for these ends ; 1. The confirmation of the 
testimony,- and the faith of Christ, 1 Cor. i. 6. and their 
establishment in Christ, 2 Cor. i. 12. 22. 2. The edification 
of the body of Christ, 1 Cor. xii. 7. Eph. i v. 11, 12. 3. To 
be a pledge and earnest of their adoption, and their future 
happiness, Rom. viii. 23. 2 Cor. i. 22. Gal. iv; 6, 7. Eph. 
i. 13. 4. To be their comfort under persecutions, Rom. v. 
3. 5. 2 Cor. i. 7. 1 Pet. iv. 14. Now these are ends as ne- 
cessary for all, as for any Christian churches, who must all 
equally heed the confirmation of their faith, of the ministry, 
the perfecting the saints, and the edification of the body of 
Christ, the support and comfort of the Spirit under perse- 
cutions, the pledge and earnest of their future hopes. 

Thirdly, This also may be gathered from that account 
which the apostle giveth of spiritual gifts and spiritual 
persons in the church. The gifts given for the edification 
of the church in general are these, the word of wisdom, and 
of knowledge, the gifts of healing, the ivorlcing of miracles, 
prophecy, discerning of spirits, kinds of tongues, and the 
interpretation of them. (1 Cor. xii. 8 — 10.) The persons 



* Ep. ad Philad. sect. 7. t Lib. r. cap. 6. 

♦ Ep. ad Co. seel. 42. $ Apad Easeb. Hist. Ecules. lib, iii. cap. 23. 
| l'rocera, Ep. ad Philad. el sect. 1. 3. 6. 



exercising them are mentioned thus;. God hath set some 
in the church, first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly 
teachers, after that miracles, then the gifts of healing, 
&c. (ver.28:) And in the Epistle to tho Ephesians thus, 
He gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teacliers,for the perfecting \ of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying the body of 
Clirist. (Eph. iv. 11, 12.) Which places evidently shew, 
that these were gifts -designed for the benefit of all. the 
churches of Christ in general, and exercised by these per- 
sons as they went about to plantorto confirm the churches; 
the power of miracles, and tho gift of healing, being also ex- 
ercised by them in , confirmation of that faith they preached, 
according to our Saviour's promise. So that some gifts 
seem for some time constantly exercised by the members 
of each church in their assemblies, and others, by those 
persons who preached' the gospel first among them, or 
travelled to confirm the churches, and so all had experi- 
ence, more- or less, of these spiritual operations done 
among them. 

Lastly, From the consideration of that baptism which 
they all generally received ; for as the promise ran to the 
Jews in general, that they should be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, (Matt. iii. 11.) to every one that would believe, and 
be baptized, that they should receive theHoly Ghost,(Actsii. 
38.) and that because the promise teas to them, and to their 
children, k<A Tram toiq ilg fxatcpav, and to all that were afar off, 
even as many as the Lord should call; so was this promise 
signally fulfilled to the believers of the Jewish nation, who 
being enlightened, tjxoTiaSlvTEg, that is, baptized, they also 
tasted of the spiritual gift, and were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, and of the powers of the world to come, (Heb. 
vi. 4, 5. see the note there,) and great grace tvas upon 
them all: (Acts iv. 33.) to the believers in Samaria, for 
when the apostles, Peter and John, laid* their hands upon 
them, they received the Holy Ghost: (Acts viii. 17.) to the 
converts of the gentiles \for by one Spirit they were all bap- 
tized into one body, (1 Cor. xii. 13.) and after they believed, 
they were all sealed with the Spirit of promise, (Eph. i. 13.) 
they being saved by the washing of regeneration, and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, which was shed on them abun- 
dantly through Jesus Christ. (Tit. ii. 5, 6.) All Christians 
therefore being mado members of Christ's body by baptism, 
all Christian churches and bodies must have these power- 
ful gifts conferred upon, and exercised by, some of the 
members of those churches, to the edification of the rest. 

Accordingly it is declared by Justin Martyr of them who 
were converted to the Christian faith, that being* baptized 
in the name of Christ, they received, some the spirit of know- 
ledge, some of counsel, some of fortitude, some of healing, 
some of foreknowledge, some of doctrine. 

§. XV. To conclude, The primitive professors and mar- 
tyrs for the Christian faith afford us a full testimony of the 
continuance of these gifts and operations of the Holy Ghost 
in the next ages of the church. Clemens Romanus,f in 
his epistle to the church of Corinth, saith, Tliere was ttXtt 
qxiq irvivfiaroQ ayiov lyxw-Q *** Ttavrag, a full effusion of the 



♦ or x«i XafxBateua-t %*T«t ix«o-toc, W «?«' « : <" ^vr^tm Jta tcG «fy**T0C t©o 
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Holy Spirit upon them all Ignatius * saith of the church 
of Smyrna, that she was iXcq/ulvii lv ttclvtI yapiaiwn, favoured 
with all gifts, and was deficient in none. Justin + saith, 
that even their men and women had the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost. Eusebius having mentioned the first order of the 
successors of the apostles, he saith, that % even then they 
performed many wondrous works by the Holy Ghost. It is 
needless, saith Irenaeus,§ to insist upon particulars, for the 
miraculous gifts, ivhicli the church throughout the world en- 
joys, and the beneficial miracles she workethfor the good of 
heathens, are innumerable. This he saith, after he had enu- 
merated among the gifts then given to believers, the casting 
out ofdevils y prophecy, the knowledge of things future, the 
healing the sick, and the raising the dead. And when Mon- 
tanus appeared, there was not only in the church the gift 
of prophecy, but in divers churches || many other strange 
works performed by the Divine gifts. ^ ., AJ . t . . t 

Here then we find, by all these, early testimonies, that in 
the two first centuries many gifts of the Holy Ghost were 
still continued in all churches, that every one at their bap- 
tismreceived some or other of them* These also are rela- 
tions not of things past, or of things done, in a corner, but 
of things commonly performed in the face of the assemblies, 
and so confirmed by the joint testimonies of all Christian 
churches; they were miracles which' their own eyes had 
seen ; tongues and prophetic gifts which their own ears had 
heard; gifts which they used against the Jews and heretics 
for their conviction; and beneficial miracles so truly wrought 
upon the heathen, that they were efficacious to engage them 
to espouse and persevere to the end in the profession of 
the Christian faith. Thisth'ereforc is, saith Origen,^[ oikuo. 
airoSuZig tov X070V, the proper demonstration of our Jesus, 
no other pretender to the power of doing signs or wonders 
having ever derived that power from himself to others, en- 
gaged that believers should so generally receive it; none 
ever pretending to enable their followers to speak with 
tongues, discover the secrets of men's hearts, or confer all 
or any of these gifts upon their proselytes. It also must be 
owned, as a most convincing demonstration of the truth and 



* Procem. Ep. Smjm. 

t n*£* hfjut i<rn? IhTt, xeit fluXfwtf, jut) *£o-tva$, ^tt^urfxara airl tou wvlS/uftTc; tow Btdv 
i^orra?. Dial, cum Trjph. p. 315. D. 

X Tav $fmw 7rviu/u*T9f tlcfoi rvrt 31 «ut«J» oftiuriwi 7ra£ah£eu ivfaftut Utgywi. Hist. 
Keel. lib. iii. cap. 37. 

$ Qvx trrtv a^iBfxcv itffttr r2* ^a^is-^krm Si x«t* «raiT$c xky-tou h ixxXW* wuji flioS 
XaBiva-a, b rx lrifxart Wou Xprrov txa^rn; r/uigac «*r* tltfyttrU tn ?Zv S3?£v ittitiM?. 
Lib. ii. cap. 57. 

j| n^itWat yif ov» xat aXXal oretgaJofwcrfa* tov Sttw £Offe/MT0C ItWr* rfat xnrh $ia- 
$i?ev; ixxXwieu; imrfKevfAtvat/kc. Hist. Eccles. lib, J. cap. 3. 

% Contra Celsum, lib. 1. p. 5. 



the Divine original of that faith which ministered these 
gifts so plentifully to its professors. 

§. XVI. And, oh! that all who, by this demonstration of 
the Spirit, are convinced of the truth of the Christian faith, 
would seriously.consider how much it does concern them, 
in point of interest and wisdom, to yield obedience to all 
the precepts of that faith ! for if the gentiles were given up 
to vile affections and a reprobate mind, (Rom. i. 24. 2G.) only 
for sins committed against the dim and imperfect light of 
nature ; if the Jews received a just recompence for every 
transgression of the law delivered by Moses to them, how 
shall we escape if we neglect this great salvation, which at 
the first was spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed by them 
that heard; God bearing witness to it by divers signs and 
tuonders, and distributions of the Holy Ghost? (Heb. ii. 
3, 4.) And to this end consider, 

First, That by our disobedience to the Christian precepts 
we'eontradict the great design of all these demonstrations 
of the Holy Spirit, they being all intended, saith St. Paul, 
to make the gentiles obedient in word and deed. (Rom. 
xv. 18.) . :* . 

Secondly, That all our certainty of the Christian faith 
doth highly aggravate the guilt of our transgression of the 
Christian precepts : for the stronger the motive is to believe, 
the greater is the guilt of disobedience; because such mo- 
tives may be "easily discerned, and so bur ignorance of 
them must be less excusable; and we cannot resist their 
evidence, but we must offer violence to the convictions of 
our consciences ; and so we have no cloak for our sin. 

Thirdly, That though we own the Christian faith and our 
Lord Jesus, yet whilst we live in disobedience to his pre- 
cepts, God looks upon us as mere infidels, such as in words 
profess to know him, but in works deny him, being disobedient. 
(Titus i. 1G.) Our faith at least must be irrational and ab- 
surd, for why call ye me Lord, Lord (saith Christ), and do 
not the things that I say? (Luke vi. 4G.) And it will be as 
unprofitable as it is irrational; for though we know these 
things, we only can be happy if we do them.' (John xiii. 17.) 

To conclude all, Our convictions of the truth of the 
Christian faith add strength to those engagements and en- 
couragements which that religion offers towards a virtuous 
and holy life; for if all that is delivered in these sacred re- 
cords be the revealed will of God, then all the promises and 
comfortable passages contained in them will be assuredly 
made good to all obedient Christians, and the assurance 
of such inestimable blessings as the gospel promiseth, must 
lay upon us strong engagements to be steadfast and un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord > as 
knowing that our labour shall not be in vain in the Lord. 
(1 Cor. xv. 58.) 
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PREFACE. 



XT is the general note of the ancient commentators, that 
though this Epistle be in place the first of all St. Paul's 
Epistles, yet was it not first written by him,* but was the 
last of all he wrote from Asia, Macedonia, and Achaia, be- 
fore he W£nt to Rome : the Epistles to the Thcssalonians, 
to the Corinthians, and the Epistle to the Galatians, behig 
writ before it. * They therefore think that it was placed 
first, either as being written + to the imperial city, as some 
thought; or for the excellency of the doctrine contained in 
it, as others do conjecture. So saith Theodoret in his 
preface- : 

It was written from Corinth, as the same ancients note, 
for he calleth Erastus the chamberlain of the city,' from 
whence he writ it, xvi. 23. and he had his abode at Corinth, 
2 Tim. ii. 4. He called Gaius his host, i. e. the man with 
whom he lodged, xvi. 23. now he was a Corinthian, 1 Cor. 
i. 14. He commendeth to them Phebe, a servant of the 
church £t Cenchrea,;xvi. 1. now Cenchrea was a port of 
Corinth. Moreover, it was written thence, not when St. 
Paul travelled through Greece, Acts xx. 2. for that then 
he came to Corinth, is not said ; nay, it is gainsaid by St. 
Paul himself, who, in his Second Epistle to the Corinthians, 
writ the same year with this, excuses himself for not coming 
to them, chap. i. and declares, that the third time he was 
ready to come to them, xiii. 1. Add to this, that when' he 
writ this Epistle to the Romans, he knew the contribu- 
tions of the church of Corinth were actually made, and even 
deposited in his hands, he being then going up with them 
to Jerusalem, Rom. xv. 25. 28. 1 whereas when he tra- 
velled Greece, and came to Macedonia, Acts xx. 1. 3. 
they either* indeed were not so, or at the least he knew 
not that they were so, and therefore sent first Titus, and 
then his Second Epistle to them, that they might be so, 
viii. 9. 

It was written to the Romans when he had not seen 
them, i. 11. and before he was gone up to Jerusalem, 
for he was but then going thither, xv. 25. and purposed 
from thence to go by Rome to Spain, ver. 28. And so it 
must be written, A. D. 57. for we find him at Jerusalem/ 

* nw*f irx*Tn rZf n%s *ArU<; xa* KfcuuWac »** 'Ap^afe; luvtfA^BtwS/f, Cbrysost. 
Theodoret. 

t *Sls wwriJaw")) 1 ip£«wa* h^ADUthieaf x&\ rh t£* 8ay/w*iTwy axfl&u&v hk ifknbwr 

Theodoret. 



Acts xxu 6. and a prisoner under Felix, in the fourth yeaT 
of Nero. (See Dr* Pearson, Annal. Paulin. p. 15, 16.) 

That the church of Rome consisted partly of the Jews 
then dwelling .there, we learn both from the .fourteenth 
chapter, where the gentiles. are exhorted to bear with their 
weakness ; and from the fifteenth chapter, where he speaks 
thus, I have written unto you more boldly, anbiitpovQ, as to 
the gentile part ; (see the note there, ver. 15, 16.) and from 
the salutations sent to them at Rome, they being chiefly 
sent to them of the Jewish nation. 

The two great doctrines laid down o in this Epistle are, 
(1.) that of justification by faith alone, without the works 
of the law ; of which see the preface to the Epistle to the 
Galatians: and, (2.) the mystery of the calling of the gen- 
tiles, the rejection at present of the Jews, and the recalling 
of them when the fulness of the gentiles was to come in. 

Lastly, It is observable, that among all his salutations 
to those of Rome, he' hath not one directed to St. Peter, 
nordoth he give us any hint that St. Peter then had ever 
been at Home, or planted any church there ; which, as it 
makes it highly probable he had not then been there at all, 
so doth it make it "certain that St. Paul knew not of his 
being there when this Epistle was indited. 



CHAP. I. 

1. x AXJL, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apo- 
stle, [*] separated to the gospel of God, 

2. Which (gospel) he had promised afore by his pro- 
phets in the Holy Scriptures, (speaking in them) 

3. Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Loid, who was 
made the seed of David according to the flesh; (Acts ii. 
30. 2 Tim. ii. 8. and) 

4. [ 2 ] Declared to be the Son of God (invested) with 
power, according to the Spirit of holiness (residing in him 
without measure, John iii. 34. and) by the resurrection from 
the dead : 

5. By whom (thus raised and invested with all power, 
and acting now not as a prophet, but as Lord of all, by the 
whole fulness of the Godhead,) we have received [ 3 ] grace 
and apostlcship (i. e. the office of an apostle, and the grace 
belonging to it), for obedience to the faith among (Gr. in) 
all nations : 

6. Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ : 

7. (I rani write) to all that be in Rome, beloved of 
God, called to be saints: (Gr. saints called; see note on 
1 Cor. i. 1. tvishing) grace (may) be (given) to you from 
God our Father, and (from) the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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8.' (And) first, I thank my God through Jesus Christ 
(the fountain of all our blessings, Eph. i. 3.) for (the con- 
version wrought in) you all (so visibly), that your faith is 
spoken of throughout the world. 

9. (This happy success of the gospel being very grateful to 
me,) for God is my. witness, whom I serve with my spirit 
in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing (Gr. how in- 
cessantly) I make mention of you ; 

10. Making request (Gr. requesting) always in my 
prayers to' come to you, if by any means now at length I 
might have a prosperous journey to you by the will of 
God. 

11. For I long to see you, [*] that I may impart to you 
some spiritual gift, to the end that you may be established ; 

12. That is, that I may be I s ] comforted together with 
you by the mutual faith both of you (throughfaith receiv- 
ing) and me (by faith imparting thesegifts). 

13. Now 1 would not have you ignorant, brethren, that 
oftentimes I purposed to come to you, that I might have 
some fruit among you also; even as among other gentiles, 
(though through many hinderances I have not been able to 
accomplish my purpose, xv. 22.) 

14. For (as) [ 6 ] I am a debtor both to the Greeks, and 
the barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise, (as 
having by God the dispensation of the gospel committed to 
me for their sakes,l Cor. be. 6.) 

15. So,' as much as is in me, I am ready to [ 7 ] preach the 
gospel to you that arc at Rome also. 

16. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is (attended with) the power of God to salvation to every 
one that believeth ; to the Jew first, (to whom it was by 
God's appointment to be first. preached, Acts iii. 26. xiii. 
46.) and also to the gentile. 

17. For therein is [ 8 ] the righteousness of God revealed 
P] from faith to faith (Gr. the righteousness of God by faith 
is revealed to beget in men faith): as it is written, [ 10 ] The 
just shall live by faith. 

'18. (And this way of justification, or obtaining remission 
of sins, is necessary to exempt all men, whether Jew or gen- 
tile, from the wrath of God;) for (to begin first with the 
gentiles,) ["] the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
["] against all ungodliness and unrightepusn&ss of (those) 
men, who hold the truth (which they knov) by the light of 
nature) in unrighteousness ; 

19. Because that which may be known of God (by the 
light of nature) is manifest in (or, to) them ; for God hath 
shewed it to them. . . ' 

20. For the invisible things of him [ 13 ] from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen (or, are clearly seen (even) from 
the creation of the world), being understood by the things 
that are made (i. e. by his works), even his eternal power 
and Godhead ; so that they are without excuse (viz. who 
do not worship him alone as God, who is the Creator of all 
things, but rather give the worship due unto him to the 
works of their Iiands): 

21. Bccarise when they knew God, they glorified him not 
as God (by giving him the honour due to the Deity), neither 
were thankful (to him who giveth to all men life, breath, 
and all things, Acts xvii. 28. xiv. 17.) but became vain 
in their imaginations (of him), and their foolish heart was 
darkened. 

22. Professing themselves to be wise, (and usurping that 



name, ver. 14. 1 Cor. i. 20, 21.) they became (in their ac- 
tions) fools, 

23. And changed [ u ] the glory of the incorruptible God 
into an image made like to corruptible men, and to birds, 
and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 

24. Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanncss, 
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their 
.bodies among themselves (as did the Sodomites and Ca- 
naanites of old, a7rt\%ovaai oTrhtj aapicbc iripag, Jude 7.) 

25. (As being also men) who changed the truth of God 
into a lie, (worshipping as gods'them who by nature were no 
gods, Gal. iv." 8. or o?ily demons, 1 Cor. x. 20.) and served 
the [ 15 ] creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for 
ever. Amen. 

26. For this cause God gave them (farther) up to vile 
affections : for even their women did change the natural use 
(of their bodies) into that which is against nature : (see 
Lucian. StaA. traip. KXtovaptov teal Ataivia.) 

27. And also the men, leaving the natural use of the wo- 
man, burned in their lusts one* towards another; men with 
men working that which was unseemly (Gr. filthiness), and 
receiving in themselves that recompence of their error 
which was meet (i.e. being given tip thus to dishonour their 
own bodies, see Lucian's tpwre^for the dishonour they did 
to God by their idolatry). 

28. And as they liked not to retain God in their know- 
ledge; (so) [ lC J God gave them up f 1 ?] to a reprobate mind, 
to do those things which were not convenient; (they) 

29. Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, 
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, full of envy, 
murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whisperers, 

30. Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, 
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, - • 

31. Without understanding, covenant-breakers, without 
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful : 

32. Wh° knowing the judgment of God, ( viz.) that they 
who do such things are [ 18 ] worthy of death, not only do 
the same, but [ 19 ] have pleasure in them that do them. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. I. 

' ['] Ver. 1. 'A<S>£2PISME'NOS, Separated.] He in this word 
seems to allude to his* former separation when he lived a 
pharisee, i. e. one separated from all ceremonial defilement, 
and from the people of the earth, i. e. the common people, 
.who observed not the exact rules of legal purity; saying, 
that he was separated now, not to a nicer observation of 
the Jewish rites and customs, but to the preaching of the 
gospel of God : and the affinity betwixt this and the Epistle 
to the Galatians, both as to matter and style, inclines me 
not to interpret the apostle of the "separation mentioned 
.Acts xiii. 2. where the Holy Ghost saith, Separate me Bar- 
nabas and Saul for the work of the ministry to ivhichlhave 
appointed them; but of God's separating him from his mo- 
ther's ivomb, and calling him to that work, Gal. i. 15. 

[*] Ver. 4. 'OpiaQlvToc, -Declared to be the Son of God.] 
Christ, while he was on earth, declared that he was the Son 
of God, whom the Father had sanctified and set apart to 
his prophetic office : accordingly the Spirit of God de- 
scended on him at his baptism t 'and a voice from heaven said, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. This 
he proved from the powerful works wrought by him, that he 
was the Son of God, sanctified and consecrated to his office 
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by the Spirit of God abiding in him, and so was in the Fa- 
ther, and the Father in him, declaring that ho did his mira- 
cles by the power of the Holy Ghost, and by the Spirit of 
God did cast out devils. (Matt. xii. 28.) And thus St. Peter 
represents this prophet to Cornelius, saying, God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghbst,and tvith power; 
who (therefore) ivent about doing good, and healing all that 
were oppressed of the devil, for God was ivith him. (Acts x. 
38.) And thus it seemeth necessary he should act in his 
prophetical office; a prophet being a person sent from 
God, and speaking in his name, and acted by his Spirit in 
the delivery and confirmation of his message. That our 
great prophet Jesus was, as in a more sublime, so in this 
sense, the Son of God, endowed with power of working mi- 
racles by the Holy Ghost for confirmation of his doctrine, 
God hath demonstrated, saith the apostle here, by raising 
him from the dead. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 5. Xapiv Kai aTro<rro\i)v, Grace and apostleshipf] 
Thatis, saith GEcumenius,^apiv tie airo<rro\iiv, grace for the 
office of apostles ; the favour to be apostles, say some/ be- 
cause the apostle calls this office grace, Rom. xv. 15. 
Gal. ii. 9. Eph. iii. 2.7. but* where he doth so there is al- 
ways something added of the gifts and powers by which 
they were enabled to exercise it : v. g. To me is this grace 
given, that I may be the minister of Christ to the gentiles, 
Rom. xv. 15, 16. In the power of signs, and miracles, and 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, ver. 19 . James, Cephas, and John, 
knew the grace given to me, Gal. ii. 9. because God had 
wrought mightily with me towards the gentiles, ver. 8. and 
Eph. iii. 2. there is mention of the grace of God given to 
St.Taul; but then it is added, that he is made a minister 
according to the gift of the grace of God given to him by the 
effectual working of his power, ver. 7. I therefore think fit 
to join both together, and give the sense of the words thus: 
By whom we have received the office of apostles, and' grace 
through his name to call all nations to the obedience of faith 
in him; or to yield obedience to'the faith preached in his 
name. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 11. "Iva rt /uTaSt^ x^9 i(T ^ a W IV irvtvjjiaTiKQv, That I 
might impart to you some spiritual gift.'] This is by most in- 
terpreted of the spirit of wisdom and knowledge, by which 
St. Paul would instruct them : I rather ch*obs6 to tefer it to 
some spiritual gift he at his coming would bestow upon 
them, by the imposition of his hands upon some of them, 
as tie apostles used to do. (Acts viii.17. xix. 6. 2 Tim. 
i. 6.) For (1.) that is most agreeable to the phrase, fxt- 
raSovvai x&P lff fA a irvtvpariKov, to give the Spirit, or a spi- 
ritual gift : and, (2.) to his words in the close of this 
Epistle, thathe shallcometp them in the fulness t»jc tb\oyiag, 
oftfie blessing of the gospel of Christ, that phrase being ap- 
plied to the giving of the Spirit, and his gifts,* Gal. iii. 14. 
Eph. i. 3. and, (3.) to the end here assigned of the im- 
parting this gift, viz. the establishment of the Romans in 
the faith : for the vouchsafement of the Spirit, and his gifts 
unto the churches, is still called j3iij3<uWic, the confirma- 
tion of them in the faith, 1 Cor. i. 5, 6. 2 Cor. i. 21, 22. v. 5. 
Gal.v. 5.1Thess. i.5. 

. [ s ] Ver. 12. 2v/x7rapa»cX>j2ri}vcu, To be comforted together 
with you.] It being both a comfort and establishment of 
faith in them to receive these gifts of the Spirit, and in him 
to be. able to irnpaTt them to them, and to find God so 
effectually working by him. 



[$] Ver. 14, 15. lama debtor, &c. out\w.] Here it is ob- 
servable, that some translators begin the fourteenth verse 
with for, though there is nothing that answers to it in the 
Greek : yet it should be rendered thus, lama debtor to the 
Greek and the barbarian, to the wise and the unwise ; viz. 
ovtcj, or ovtu) Kol, and therefore as much as in vie lies, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to yon also that are in Rome. 
For though ovtoj and oStwc; when joined with i>q, signify 
generally so ; yet^when they are put absolutely, and espe- 
cially when they begin a sentence, they signify idclrco, Ha- 
gue, and answer to alchen in the Hebrew: so Rev. iii. 16. 
ovrtjg oti ^Xiapbg tl, Wherefore because thou art lukewarm ; 
upon which place the critics note, that outwc, hie non est si- 
militudinis, sed ratiocinativum, valetque al chen, igitur: so 
Rom. vi. 11. Knowing that Jesus Christ, being raised from 
the dead, dieth no more; ovtcj teal ifitig \oylZt<T%t, therefore 
also reckon ye yourselves dead* unto sin, 1 Cor. xv. .44, 45. 
ovtio teal ^ty pa-rrrai, and therefore it is written; so Lukaxxiv. 
26. So it is written, teal ovrcog, and therefore Christ ought to 
suffer; and John iv. G.^ Jesus then being weary with his jour- 
ney, EKaSlZtTo) ovtwcj sat therefore upon the well. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 15. 'Yfiiv roig iv 'Pw/xy/cvayycAfcrqirSai, To preach 
the gospel to you at RomeJ] St. Paul here seems, plainly to 
challenge Rome as part of his province, as being the apostle 
of the gentiles: so a^ain, xi. 13. 1 speak to you, gentiles, in- 
asmuch as I am the apostle of the gentiles, I magnify my 
office: and xv. 15. 1 have icritten the more boldly to you in 
part, i\ e. as to the gentile -part among you, as putting you 
in remembrance of the grace given to me of God, ver. 16. that 
I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to Me gentiles; and 
so on to ver. 30. and here, J, purposed to come to you gen- 
tiles, for I am a debtor, &c. When therefore the ancients 
tell us that St. Peter was bishop of Rome as well as St. 
Paul, this can be only true of Peter as to the Jewish con- 
verts there, whilst St. Paul was the apostle and bishop of 
the gentiles at Rome, according to the/agreement made be- 
tween them, that Paul and Bamabas'should go.unto the gen- 
tiles, St. Peter and John to the circumcision: (Gal. ji. 9.) 
and so the bishop of Rome, if he will be St. Peter's suc- 
cessor, must only preach to the Jews, or be the bishop of 
the circumcision. Moreover, it seems highly probable that 
St. Peter was not yet come to Rome, much less had settled 
his see there : for if so, why should St. Paul be, so desirous, 
so often purposing to come to them, that he might impart 
some spiritual gift to them, to the end they might be esta- 
blished, unless St. Peter were either insufficientfor, or very 
negligent in, that work? (See the preface to this Epistle.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 17. AtKCLiotrvvT) 0tov, The righteousness of God.'] 
This phrase, in St. Paul's style, doth always signify the 
righteousness of faith in Christ Jesus dying,, or. shedding his 
blood for us :• so iii. 20,21. The. righteousness of God, with- 
out the law* is manifest, to wit, the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ. The same apostle having 
declared, that the gentiles, who followed not after righteous- 
?iess, had attained to righteousness, even the righteousness • 
of faith; but Israelnot believing had not attained to the 
lam of righteousness, Rom. ix. 30, 31. He proves the se- 
cond assertion thus: For they being ignorant of the righte- 
ousness of God, and seeking to establish tlieir own righteous* 
ness (which is of the law), have not submitted ry Sucaioavvy 
tov 9toi>, to the righteousness of God, i. e. to the. righteous- 
ness of faith in Christ, to which the gentiles had submitted, 
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x. 3. For Christ is the. end of the law for righteousness; i. e. 
for justification through faith in Christ, ver. 10. (See the 
note on 2 Cor. v. 21.) The righteousness of God is therefore 
manifestly taken for gospel-righteousness, as Mr. Clerc 
notes on Rom. iii. p. 263. But. when he adds, that.is,for 
sanctity of life consequent, upon repentance, he is miserably 
out;, for this righteousness consists not in % our sanetifica- 
tion, but in our justification, or absolution from Vl our sins 
past, through faitlf in the blood of Christ, shed for the re- 
mission of sins. 

[ 9 ] 'Ek iricrrtioQ etc vtcmv, From, i. e. by faith to faith.] 
'Ek being here put for Sta, as in this very verse, the just 
shall live, Ik Tricrrzws, by his faith: so iii. 20. It is one God 
who will justify the circumcision, Ik iticmu)Q, through, faith, 
and the uncircumcision, Sta ViWwc, by the same faith: so 
77 he tt'hjtwq SiKcuoavvn, is the righteousness that is by faith, 
ix. 30. and x» 6. ducatoavvi) lire ry ttIgtu, and'Sia itiartu)Q rov 
Xptcrrov, the righteousness by faith in Christ. Vain therefore 
is thedescant of Mr.Le Clerc upon these words, TJtatfrom 
the faith whereby the Jews believed the prophets, and the 
gentiles their ancestors, they might proceed to another faith: 
for if he means they should proceed from the one faith to 
the other, this is true of the Jews, who were to add to their 
faith in God, and in his prophets, faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ: (Johnxiv. 4.) but it is false as to the gentiles, who 
were to renounce and turn from the faith of their ancestors, 
that they might believe in Christ. If he means by proceed- 
ing from faith to faith, renouncing the one to embrace the 
other, this is true of the gentiles, but false when applied to 
the. Jews, who were not to renounce their faith in the pn> 
phets, but by virtue of it to embrace this righteousness of 
God, testified by the law and the prophets. The. sense of 
these words seems plainly, to be this : The righteousness of 
God, which is by faith, is revealed in the gospel to beget faith 
in men. 

[ 10 ] f O SiKaioc £K 7n'<mwc ZfatTcu, Tliejust shall live by his 
faith,'] In God's promises; whence it appears, that faith 
doth not include obedience, but only a firm belief of Gods 
promises obliging to obedience. Hence the apostle argues 
from this very place, Gal. iii. 10,11. that the law is not of 
faith, because it saith, Theman that doeth these things shall 
live in them, making obedience the condition of justifica- 
tion by the law. 

[".] Ver. 18. y O?yrj GeoD, The wrath of God.] This was be* 
fore more expressly revealed against the unrighteousness 
of the Jews, God in the meantime so far winking at the 
unrighteousness of the gentiles, as to make no express de- 
nunciation of his wrath against them ; but now he calls all 
men every where to repent of their unrighteousness, because 
he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in 
righteousness, Acts xvii. 30, 31. 

] 'E7rl Traaav aazfiuav kclI auKiav avOpwjrwv, Against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.] The ungodliness 
of men signifies their impiety in robbing God of his honour, 
and giving it to graven images, or to them which by nature 
were no gods, and so being ungrateful to him, who was the 
author of all their blessings, ver. 11 — 2G. their unrighte- 
ousness is their injustice to one another, from ver. 26. to 
the 30th. And they are said to retain the truth in unrigh- 
teousness, by acting contrary to the notions of it they had, 
or might have learned, from the law of nature, and by sup- 
pressing or corrupting the dictates of their natural con- 



science. So of the builders of the tower of Babel, Philo 
saith,* that it sufficed them not ra wpbg rovg 6fxo<pv\ovg 
avyx 1 ™ Sfeaia, to confound the laws of justice among men, 
but also thy invaded heaven, a^t K iavfxlv airdpovrtQ, <Wj3aav 
hi QtplZovTtg, sowing unrighteousness, and reaping ungod- 
liness. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 20. \A7r0 Kricnug, Koafxov, From the creation of the 
world.] This phrase seems not to signify the means by 
which they came to the knowledge of God, for that is after- 
ward expressed, in these words, iroihixaai voovfitva, being 
made known by his works : but rather to import, that from 
the .beginning of the world, the heathens had this means, of 
Mowing the true God from the works of the creation; so 
ajr apyyq. ko<t/kou is from the beginning of the world, Matt. 
•xxiv»21. cltto Karaj3oXnc Kovfiov, front the foundation of the 
rvorld, Matt. xiii. 35. Luke xi. 50. Heb. iv. 3. ix. 26. 
Strange is the conceit of a learned. person, who interprets 
these and all the following words of this chapter of the 
gnostics ; for who ever heard that the gnostics changed the 
glory of .the, incorruptible God into an image made like to 
birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things? 'Who -of 
the ancients. ever said, Tlieir women changed the natural 
use of the body for that which is against nature? Or, how 
is it possible that the apostle should here accuse them of 
all this idolatry and image-worship, and yet in the next 
chapter say of the same gnostics, according to the inter T 
pretation of. the same person. Thou that abhorrest idols, 
dost thou commit sacrilege ? ver. 22. Doubtless the apostle 
speaks here of that knowledge of God, which by the light 
of nature was in the heart of the gentiles, and so was ma- 
nifest in, and to them, even from the time of the creation 
of. the world, by his works, because the heavens declare the 
glory of God; and the firmament shewethhis handy-work, 
Psal. xix. 1. and therefore doth not here, say, that, his 
mercy, and grace, and love to mankind, but that his eternal 
power and Godhead was shewed by these works, which yet 
in reason. he should have mentioned here, as he. doth else- 
where, had he spoken of the discoveries God made of hinir 
self by the gospel-revelation. 

[ M ] Ver. 23. Trjv $6%av rov dtpOaprov Geov, The glory of the 
incorruptible God.] The description of God in the New 
Testament is this, that he dwelleth in light inaccessible, 
1 Tim. i. 16,. that he is light, 1 John i. 5, 6. And. thus he 
always exhibited himself to. men in a„ mighty splendour of 
flame and light, as a visible token of his special and. ma- 
jestic presence. Thus .he. appeared to the antediluvians, 
to Adam, saith the Jearned Bishop of Ely on Gen. ii. 15. 
iii. 8; and to Cain and Abel, when they brought their offer- 
ings .to the Lord, i. e. to the place where the Schechinah or 
glorious presence. used to appear; for God had respect to 
Abel and his offering, i.e. saith^Theodotius's translation, 
IvtTTvpnazv, he set it on fire by a stream of light, or flame 
from the Schechinah, which then usually appeared at the 
place of worship : why else doth Cain complain thus, From 
thy face shall I be hid? Or why he is said to go out from 
the presence of the Lord? Gen. iv. 4. 14. So after the flood, 
we may presume he appeared to Noah offering burnt- 
oficrings to him; for God accepting his oblation, as he did 
that of Abel's, it is reasonable to conceive that he gave the 
like token of that acceptance. So he appeared to Abra- 

• De Cotifus, Ling. p. 267, F. 
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ham, when he said unto him, Get thee out of thine own 
country, in a lamp of fire consuming his sacrifices, Gen. 
xv. 17. Whence St. Stephen saith, 6 Oibg Sofa, the God of 
glory appeared to our father Abraham, Acts vii. 2. In this 
visible majesty God appeared to him again, xvii. 1. For 
in the conclusion of that chapter it is said, God went tip 
from Abraham, i. c. the glory of the Lord ascended, saith 
the Chaldee paraphrase, and B. Uzicl. So he appeared to 
Moses in the bush, Exod. iii. 2. so to the people on Mount 
Sinai, Exod* xxiv. 16, 17. where ro eldog tyj$ S<J£tjc tou Kv- 
piov ixxel irvp, the sight of the gloty of the Lord was like fire. 
"This visible appearance of God in the light is above'thirty 
times in the Old Testament styled the glory of the Lord. 
(See note oriPhil. ii. 8." and oh Heb. i. 3.) And this Schcchi- 
nah was not only given to the Jews after the law, but to the 
gentiles before the law, as a preservative from idolatry, or 
to instruct them to make no other resemblance of him, or 
symbol of his presence, besides that which he from the be- 
ginning had chosen to appear in; but this,_saith' the apo- 
stle, they changed into the similitude of men and birds, &c. 
And of the Jews making the golden calf, God says, they 
changed S6%av clvt£>v, their glory into the similitude of a 
calf, Psal. cvi. 20. and of the same Jews departing from 
God to idols, it is said, My people r}Xka%aTo rrjv So?«v av- 
tou, hath changed its glory for that which cannot profit 
them, Jer. ii. 11. 

' [ 15 ] Ver. 25. 'E\arptv<rav ry ktIcii, They served the crea- 
ture.} In the twenty-third verse they are charged only with 
false representations of God ; in this 'also with a false ob- 
ject of their worship, by giving the Divine honour to a 
creature.* 

■ [ l6 ] Ver. 28. Etc d&wajiov vovv, To a reprobate mind.'] To 
a mind that could not be approved of by God or men, to 
do to. firj KaOi)Kovra, things not agreeable to nature, or to 
reason. 

[ ir ] UaplSwKBv avTOvg 6 Otbg, God gave them up to a re- 
probate mind: Ver. 24. God gave ihem tip in the lustingsof 
their hearts to uncleanness. Ver. 26. God gave them up to 
dishonourable affections.'] Here the fathers carefully inform 
us, that these phrases cannot be so understood as to lay 
upon them, of whom St. Paul speaks^ a necessity of being 
thus uncleanand unnatural in their affections, or thus per- 
verse in their minds. For then (say tbey*) this tvovld not 
be their fault, nor would it be blameworthy in them to do 
alt these things. 

. Secondly, They positively tell us, that the apostle here 
puts the phrase,t He gave them up, for he permitted them 
to be given up. 

'. Thirdly, That this was done, (l.)by leaving them naked 
and destitute of his former providence and care of th'cm;% 
not giving them any warning of his displeasure against 
them for these things by his prophets, as he did to the old 
world, and Nineveh, or by his judgments, in order to their 



* " Non eoim vires agltur, neqne necessitate in alteram partem anim* declinator: 
alioqaio nee culpa ejas, nee virtus posiet ascribij nee buni electio, pracmiani, neo 
declinslifl msli, suppliciam mererctar ; sect servatur ci in omnibos libertas arbilrii, 
nt in quadennqne volaerit, ipsa dcclinet." Origen. in locam. 

' t Tl&filxxvt ttrrl tow rua^fntru Theodorcl. *Arrl tou iWfy. Cbrjsaslom, Tbeo- 
pbvUct. 

% Ti?c oixif'fl? wgijuxfiiia? tyCfxfMTt. Tbeod. Olx ttlrU ffagaJouc airriyi\ ot\\* aJrof 
fxh *ut5» bftfatrtv fa ha£ixt Zvrxr xi3i/a»uc;. Pbolias. Tnv tou ©iou xaTaX£t|iv, ira* 
{«>3rtr «ro/*a£fi. Thcopb. 



reformation. (2.) By giving them up to Satan,* that un- 
clean spirit, who will not fail, when he hath permission, 
to provoke them to such uncleanness,. and who is that god 
of the world, who blinds men's eyes, that they should not see 
the truth, 2 Cor. iv. 4. So the Lord moved David, to saj', 
Go, number Israel and Judah, 2 Sam, xxiv. 1. i. e. Satan 
provoked him to do it, 1 Chron.xxi.l. And thus,:say 
they, a physician gives up his patient to do what he will, 
when he finds he will not follow his prescriptions. Lastly, 
They'observe, that they were thus deserted and given up 
by God, as the just punishment of their iniquities com- 
mitted against the law of nature, which they had received, 
because they held the truth revealed in unrighteousness; 
(ver. 18.) because when they knew God, they did not glorify 
him as God, nor were they thankful; (ver. 21.) and because, 
knowing that they who. did these things were worthy of 
death, they not only, did the same, but had pleasure in them 
that did them; and so indeed f they were delivered up to 
do .these things by their own wickedness, (ver. 24. 26.) 
Whence the same apostle saith, laurovc vrap&wKav, they gave 
themselves up to all lasciviousness, Eph. iv. 19. 

Thus on the contrary wo say, Such a man's money de- 
stroyed him, when it was not the money, but his intemperate 
and evil use of it that did so. And such a man's flatterers 
corrupted him, when it was his hearkening to them, arid be- 
ing persuaded by them which did it; whereas he had it in his 
power not to hearken to them. And in this permissive sense 
the word napldwKtv, he gave ihem up, is used almost a hun- 
dred times in, the 'Old Testament; when God is said to 
give men up into the hands of their enemies, to give them up 
to the sword. Thus the three children waptdwicav, gave up 
their bodies to be burned, Dan. iii. 20. thus David prays 
he may not be. given up into the hand of his oppressors, i. e; 
that God would not leave him to their power, Psal. cxix. 
121. and the son of Sirach, that God would not give him 
up to a proud look, Ecclus. xxiii. 4. and so God gave his 
people u£ to their own hearts' lusts; i. e. he let them follow 
their own inventions, Psal. Ixxxi. 12. And this is farther 
evident from ver. 32. where they are said to have done all 
these things against their knowledge of the judgment of 
God upon such evil-doers. * 

He that would see a larger comment upon ver. 29— 31. 
let him consult the learned Grotius ; I only shall observe 
from the Greek commentators, 1. That from, these words, 
being filled with all unrighteousness, it seemeth reasonable 
to interpret almost all that follows as some species of un- 
righteousness or injustice. 2. That irov^pla signifies that 
wickedness which causes' men to do mischief against their 
neighbour by treachery; fecucfa, to do it out of malice; 
KOKoi}&«a, to accustom themselves to do so. 3. That^tOu- 
picrrai, are they that whisper things.to the damage of others 
when they are present; icaraAaAoi, they that openly defame 
them being absent. 4. f Y7T£/»/0avfa, is that pride which 



r t * Aoisroir ii Xftga* auTouf 2ttT*v3f wafiJa'Xiir llf a *T*?faa:xn. Pbot. T»> yif ovw- 
Tgo^fi tou ©low itcrayir&i *iy? aJoxijuoj iragi ran Ztufx&vm, touto >i vrapafocrty JSo? xaXi~v 
t|T yga^ji . (Kcum. 

t To Ji tragi J»x« ttur«uf § ©iSf, rwrlcrnv h itc $tb -arXwju^Xiwt xxl rrapoma, h otxf/tc 
»ut£v «rgd£i?,,>i ixouV»o$ ffu;«7i{ alrh irapituxtv avrovf rif rk Tnf artfjtia^ waSd, x«i iirl 
tou iwtrn'ou ya( i'i&t/xi* xlyfiycri *7rxXi«-iv aursy roapjaJftcy, xa'nai au ^yugioyairoXXufl-o, 
aXXi h £V»TOf ttuTou xa) \m\ xtutS ^fl"tf , JUtt $if'$§|{glv avrlv rth xaX«x*v tS wXn^cf, 
JuttTO* oix txinrot Jia^Sii'^iwiv, a XX* to nrferi^ny, xal wifctcrBai reuTOffj ftrij icrrtv h t7 
ytafyxji Tij ifxn to ffii&lrfi** n /**.• Pbotias. 
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puffs us up on the account of the things wcdo enjoy; oka* 
Zovrfa, that boasting we make of things which we have not. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 32. "A&oi Oav&Tov, Worthy of death.'] That mur-„ 
der, adultery, and unnatural lusts, deserved death, they 
knew not only by the light of nature and of conscience, but 
by their own laws, condemning them who did them to death. 
That all these sins being species of injustice, condemned 
by the law of nature, rendered them obnoxious to the dis- 
pleasure of that God who is the governor of the world, and 
the avenger of an unrighteousness ; and so obnoxious to 
death for violating the laws he had given them to govern 
themselves by, they might know by the light of nature. 

Hence of their Tartarus, which they held to be career 
posnarum infernarttm,* Tertullian speaks thus ; Iliac ab- 
strudi [solent impii quoque inparentes, etinsororesincesti, et 
maritarum adutteri, et virginum raptores,et puerorum conta- 
minatores, et qui smviunt, et qui furantur, et qui occidunt, 
et qui decipiunt; and to this agrees the description of their 
punishments in Virgil :f 

" Hie, quibus invisi fratres, dum vita manebat, 

Pulsatusve parens, et fraus innexa clienti; 

Ant qui divitiis soli inenbuere repcrtis, 

Nee partem posucre suis : quae maxima turba est; 

Quiqnc ob adulterium caesi ; quiquc arma secuti 

Impia, nee veriti dominorum fallere dextras ; 

Inclusi poenam expectant, &c. 

Vendidit hie auro patriam, dominumque potentem 

Imposuit : flxit leges pretio, atque refixit. 

Hie thalamum invasit natae, vetitosque Hymenaeos, 

Ausi omnes immane nefas." 

Mr.L. here reads ovk lv6r\<rav on, and renders the words 
thus, who knowing the judgment of God, knew not, that they 
who did these things were worthy of death; but this reading 
cannot stand: for what righteous judgment of God could 
they know to be due to them who did these things, who 
knew not that they were worthy of death, and to whom sin 
(saith he) could not be imputed without apositive lata, which 
wc know the gentiles had not? See the reading of the text 
largely confirmed, Examen Millii in locum. 

[ 19 ] 2vi>£vSofcov<n roig irgaaaovat, Have pleasure in them 
that do them.'] This, say the Greek commentators, is much 
worse than the bare doing of them ; for a man may do 
them through the power of temptation, and by consider- 
ation may after become sensible of his folly, and repent of 
it ; but when he is arrived at the height of wickedness, that 
he not only approves, but delights in seeing the like things 
done by others, he demonstrates such a strong affection to 
them as is incurable. 

CHAP. II. 

1. JL HEREFORE (since God hath shewed his displeasure 
thus against the gentiles for sinning against the law of na- 
ture), thou art inexcusable, O [ J ] (Jewish) man, whoever 
thou art that judgest (so severely of them): for wherein thou 
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for [ 2 ] thou that 
judgest doest the same things (offending as much against the 
law of Moses, as they have done against the law of nature). 
2. But whatsoever thou mayest think, [ 3 ] we are sure 



• Apol. e*p. XI. 
VOL. V. 
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that the judgment of God is according to truth, against 
them which commit such things (it being equitable that 
he should, and certain that he will, deal tvith men according 
to his word). 

3. And (then) thinkest thou this, O man, who judgest 
them who do such things (against the law of nature), and 
doest the same (against the law of Moses), that thou shalt 
escape the judgment of God (which they. have so severely 
felt)? 
* 4. Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness (to thee 
above them, in giving the law, covenant, and promises, to 
thee, ix. 4.) and (his) forbearance and long-suffering (exer- 
cised hitherto to thee, who hast long deserved his wrath, ix. 
22.) not knowing (or discerning) that the goodness of God 
(naturally) leadeth thee to repentance, (and is a powerful 
motive to engage thee to it ? 2 Pet. iii. 9. 15.) 

5. But, after the hardness and impenitency of thy heart 
(which will not suffer thee to repent and believe the gospel), 
treasurest (yet) up (more) wrath against the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; (Rom. ix. 
22. IThess.ii. 16. v.9.) 

6. Who will render to every man (Jew and gentile) ac- 
cording to his deeds ; 

7. To them who, [ 4 ]by patient continuance in well-doing, 
seek for glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal life; 

8.. But, to them who are contentious (against), and 
[ 5 ] obey not the truth (of the gospel, as generally you Jews 
do not), [ 6 ] but obey unrighteousness (or falsehood), in- 
dignatfcm and wrath, 

9. Tribulation and anguish (I say shall be) upon every 
soul that worketh evil, upon the Jew first, (as being under 
greater light, and as having the gospel first preached to them, 
Acts xiii. 46. and to whom Christ was first, and in person 
sent, Acts iii. 26.) and also upon the gentile: (for though 
God winked at the times of their former ignorance, Acts 
xvii. 30. yet now he hath revealed his wrath from heaven 
against all unrighteousness, i. 17. they must expect his just 
displeasure who turn not from it to the way of truth, as the 
gospel is called, 2 Pet. ii. 2.) 

10. But glory, honour, and peace, shall be to every man 
that worketh good, to the Jew first, (as being the church of 
God, to whom the promises of the Messiah chiefly did belong, 
Rom. ix. 4.) and also to the (believing) gentile ; (they 
being by faith Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise, Gal. iii. 29. 

; 11. I say to the gentile also, J for there is [ 7 ] no respect of 
persons with God. 

12. (Tribulation, and anguish, I say, shall be on every 
soul that worketh evil, whether Jeip or gentile,) for [ 8 ] as 
many as have sinned without the (written) law (which is 
the case of the gentiles) shall perish without (that) law 
(being condemned by the law written in their hearts) : and 
as many as have sinned in (orunder) the law (which is the 
case of the Jews), shall be judged ( and condemned for their 
evil deeds) by the law : 

13. For (know this, oh, thou Jew, tliat) [ 9 ] not the hearers 
(only) of the law arc (upon that account) just before God, 
but the doers of it (only) shall be justified, (i. e. accepted 
of God, as acting suitably to their profession. 

14. And say not, Tliat the gentiles tlwrcfore cannot be 
justified or accepted with God, because they having not the 
law cannot be doers of it;) for [ ,0 ] when the gentiles, who 

4N ' 
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have not the law (of Moses), do by nature the things con- 
tained in the (moral) law, they, having not the (written) 
law, are a law (a rtile of living) to themselves : 

15. (Doing those things) which shew the work of the law 
written jn their hearts, their consciences also bearing wit- 
ness (to it), and their thoughts meanwhile (or their reason- 
ings vnthin themselves) accusing or else excusing one an- 
other; (and so the uncircumcision keeping the righteousness of 
the laiv, and fulfilling the law, shall be by God accountedfor 
circumcision, and be as acceptable to him as the circumci- 
sion, ver. 26, 27. 

1G. And these rewards and punishments will be distributed 
to Jew and gentile) in the day when God shall judge tho 
secrets of men's (hearts) by Jesus Christ according to my 
gospel ; (or, as my gospel testifies he will : for the heathens 
are not to be judged according to the tenor of the gospel, but 
according to the light of nature, ver. 12.) 

17. Behold, ( thou who gloriest in this, that) ["] thou art 
called a Jew, ( one of that nation which God hath known 
above all the families of the earth, Amos iii.2. to whomper- 
taineth the adoption and covenants, ix. 4.) and resteth in 
(the outward performances of) the law, and makest thy 
boast of God (as the author and patron of thy religion, and 
thy God in covenant), * » 

18. And ( that thou) knowest his will, and approvest the 
things that are most excellent, being instructed out of the 
law ( concerning them); 

19. And art confident that thou thyself art (able to be) 
a guide [ 12 ] to the blind (gentile), a light of them ( that sit) 
in darkness, 

20. An instructor of ["] the foolish, a teaeher of babes, 
which hast the form of knowledge and of truth in the law 
(i. e. a scheme or draught of the affirmative precepts of the 
law which instruct thee what to do, and of the negative pre- 
cepts which teach tliee what to leave undone). 

21. Thou therefore [ M ] which teachest another (i.e. who 
undertakest to be a guide unto and teacher of the gentile), 
teachest thou not thyself (to practise thine own lessons)? 
thou thatpreachest (orproclaimest) a man should not steal, 
dost thou steal (and so condemnest thyself out of thine own 
mouth)? 

22. Thou that sayest a man [ 1S ] should not commit adul- 
tery, dost thou commit adultery? [ l6 ] Thou that abhorrest 
idols, dost thou commit sacrilege (robbing God of his ho- 
nour another way)? 

23. Thou that makest thy boast of (thy skill in) the 
law, through breaking the law (in those instances which the 
conscience of the very heathen doth condemn) dishonourest 
thou ( the name of) God (among the gentiles) ? 

24. For [ i7 ] the name of God is blasphemed among the 
gentiles through you (Jews, pretending to be so dear to God, 
and so great favourites of heaven, and yet living so licen- 
tiously as you do, and so it hath happened to you, according) 
as it is written (of you, Isa. lii. 5. Ezek. xxxvi. 23. 

25. Tliis violation of the law cuts off the benefit of your 
circumcision;) for circumcision verily profiteth, if thou 
keepest the law, (as circumcision obligeth thee to do, Gal. 
v. 2.) but if thou art (still) a breaker of the law, thy cir- 
cumcision is made (of no more advantage to free thee from 
God's condemnation, than) uncircumcision. [ 18 ] 

26. Therefore (on the other side) if the uncircumcision 
(i. e. the gentile, though uncircumcised) [ 19 ] keep the righ- 



teousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be ac- 
counted for circumcision? (i. e. shall he not be as accept- 
able to God, as if he had been circumcised?) 

27. And shall not (the) [*°] uncircumcision which is by 
nature (i. e. the gentile, who continues uncircumcised as he 
was by nature), if it fulfil the law, judge (and condemn) 
thee, who by the letter (I e. having the letter of the law) 
dost transgress the law? 

28. For he is not (in God's account) a Jew (i. e. one 
beloved of him) who is one (only) outwardly (by profes- 
sion); neither is that (valued by him as true) circumcision, 
which is outward in the flesh (only). 

29. But he is a Jew (in God's esteem) who is one in- 
wardly (by the purification of his heart from inward filth, 
and evil dispositions and affections); and (the) circumci- 
sion (valued by him) is that of the heart, in the spirit 
(wrought in us by the Spirit), and not in (or by) the letter ; 
whose praise is not of men ( who are not able to discern it), 
but of God (who is the searcher of the heart). 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. II. 

[ x ] THE apostle had in the former chapter laid down 
this as the foundation of his discourse, that the gospel of 
Christ was the power of God to the salvation both of Jew 
and gentile, ver. 16. and that there only was revealed that 
righteousness of God through faith, by which alone life and 
salvation was to be obtained. He had also shewed the 
necessity of this faith, because the wrath of God was re- 
vealed from heaven against all unrighteousness of men, who 
held the truth in unrighteousness; and that this the gentiles 
had done, by acting against the light of nature ; and that 
God had been angry with, and punished them for it, he had 
shewn from ver. 19. to the end of that chapter. 

These gentiles were by the Jews reputed as unclean, 
great sinners, and so incapable of salvation ; and their 
great quarrel against the gospel was this, that it admitted 
such men to the favour of God without circumcision, and 
obedience to the law of Moses. To those Jews the apostle 
in this chapter directeth his discourse, proving here, that 
they who lived under the law wanted this justification as 
much as others, being also great sinners : and in the fol- 
lowing chapters, that neither they nor the gentiles could 
obtain this justification by the law. (See ver. 13. 17.) 

[ 2 ] Ver. 1. Ta yap avra irpacrcrug, For thou doest the same 
things.'] If to any one it seem strange that the apostle 
should pronounce the Jews guilty of the same sins of which 
he had accused the gentiles, chap. i. let him consider what 
their own Josephus * hath recorded to them, and he will 
cease to wonder. For, first, he assures us, there was not a 
nation under heaven more wicked than they were. What 
(saith he) have you done of all the good things required by 
our lawgiver? What have ye not done of all those things 
which he pronounced accursed? So thatf had the Romans 
delayed to come against these execrable persons, I believe 



* Ka&ixarrov /ttsv ovv lvrt%that rnv vrttpttvofxtay etvrav &$vvaTp f ewiK^ra V i iflrttV /wnrs 
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Bell." Jad. lib. vi. cap. 27. p. 933. *T(xty Si rt rSt tuXoygSsVranv lirl tou m/uoSitw 
TriwpaxTett} ri 52 rZrvw' Ixilvov xarnfafxhrn wapaXiXttwrat, Cap. 26. p. 930. C. 

t oTfAtu 'Poofxalav fyatvtforw lm tou; a\trv^Uvt, n xaTttiroQnwt at viro ^airfA*r^ f h 
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(saithhe) either the earth would have swallowed up, or a 
deluge would have swept away, their city; or fire from heaven 
would have consumed it, as it did Sodom, for it brought 
forth a generation of men far more wicked than they who 
suffered such things. There is not a sin mentioned, chap. i. 
of which he doth not in that history accuse them, not ex- 
cepting that of unnatural lusts : for of their zealots, he 
saith,* It was sport to them to force women; they freely 
gave up themselves to the passions of women, exercising and 
requiring unnatural lusts, and filling the whole city with 
impurities. And again, Tliey committed all kinds of wicked- 
ness, omitting none which ever came to the memory of man, 
esteeming the ivorst of evils to be good, and finding that re- 
ward of their iniquity which was meet, and a judgment 
worthy of God. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 2. But we are sure, ofSajuev Si, or, and we knoiv. 

[ 4 ]Ver. 7. Ka9 y virofiovrjv tpyov ayaSov, By patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing.'] This good work being put in the 
singular number, seems to intimate some work eminently 
so. Now when the Jews asked our' Saviour, What shall 
we do that we may work the works of God? his answer 
was, TJiis is the work of God, that ye believe in him whom 
he hath sent, John vi. 28, 29. The preaching of this 
faith is styled emphatically, the works, Acts v. 31. xiii. 2. 
xiv. 26. xv. 58. and sometimes tlie work of Christ, Phil. 
ii. 30. the work of the Lord, 1 Cor. xvi. 10. The faith 
wrought by it is tpyov Triarzwg, the work of faith, 2 Thess. 
i. 2. and he that begets it in us, is said to begin in us 
?p7ov ayaObv, the good work, Phil. i. 6. And in this sense 
it accords well with the scope of the apostle, whether it be 
joined with the word pat ience, or with the following words ; 
for the apostle had said in the former chapter, that the 
gospel of CJirist was the power of God through faith to sal- 
vation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also 
to the gentile, Rom. i. 16. This he here prosecutes, saying, 
that to them who by patience in the faith of Christ, seek 
the glory, honour, and immortality, promised in the gospel, 
God will give eternal life. 

*A<f>£apaiav, Incorrupt ion.] This, saith Theophylaet, re- 
fers to the body, and by using this wordrac7r£/>l avaaraatcoc 
avoiyu Svpag, he openeth the gates of the resurrection. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 8. Kal a-mtOovm fxlv ry dXriOtfa, And obey not the 
truth.] The gospel being styled the truth of God, Rom. 
iii. 7. xv. 8. the word of truth, Eph. i. 3. Colos. i. 5. 

2 Tim. ii. 15. James i. 18. the knowledge of it being 
i-irlyvwrnc dX^dag, the knowledge of the truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
iv. 3. 2 Tim. ii. 25. Tit. i. 1. Heb. x. 26. the belief of it 
being n-forcc d\r}0dac, the belief of the truth, 2 Thess. ii. 13. 
obedience to it being obedience to the truth, Gal. i. 3. v. 7. 
walking according to it, being walking according to the 
truth, 1 John ii. 4. John iii. 3. the gospel itself being 
emphatically styled the truth, Eph. iv. 21. 2 John 3, 4. 

3 John 12. to know it, being to know the truth, 1 John 
ii. 21. to profess it, to be of the truth, 1 John iii. 19. to 
reject it, not to believe the truth, 2 Thess. ii. 12. to err 
from it, to err from the truth, Titus i. 14. James v. 19. I 



oXXi %ai 7T&* ywatxZv i/uptum, xat H tiTrfg&Xiv ao-tkytl&s aBifJthou^ fc&faf imvin tray. 
Lib. ?ii. cap. 34. p. 897. nS? yij xaxta; Ijycr i£sjLtj/c*WvT0, ia*V tin <tff$rt?w *rgw- 
* a tXp* y * * pwfAn 7ra{aKJ»xs», auTol vm^aWrrcvrti oJnXwrw, ra fniytrr* xax&v aya&a 
v#/*/{tFTir Tojyapot* to ir{07nitw ixarru t5 *M Xoj lujavro, rw ©icy tkv a^ixi i«r$ warn au- 
to7; Tifxvpiav 0^a0t^ayro^ Lib. vii. cap. $0. p. 986. E. 



say, this being so, ol l£ IptBdac, they that are contentious 
here, and obey not the truth, may be, first, the unbelieving 
Jews, or false apostles, coming from them, who- preached 
Christ, IK lpi9da$, out of contention against Paul, Phil. i. 
16. and, secondly, the gentiles, which spake against the 
truth, and rejected itj and both these obeyed, and gave up 
themselves to falsehood : the gentiles, by changing the truth 
of God into a lie, i. 25. the Jews, by adhering to their 
vain traditions, which made void the commands of God, 
and owning them as derived from Moses, when they were 
only the doctrines of men. 

[ 6 ] UuOofiivoLg Si t$ ddudq, But obey unrighteousness.] Here 
Chrysostom notes, that the apostle doth not say, Bia%ofil vote, 
rvpawovfiivoic, who are forced to, but who obey unrighteous- 
ness, iva fiaSyg on TrpoaipfotMQ rb 7rrcojua, ovk avayjerje to iy- 
fcXrijua, oSev koi aavyvoxrroi, that thou mayest learn, that they 
offend of choice, and not of necessity, and therefore are un- 
worthy of pardon. 

[_ 7 ] Ver. 11. Ov-irpowrrokri^ta, No respect of persons.] i. e. 
He is not one who will connive at men doing wickedly, 
because they are Jews, whilst he punisheth the like wicked- 
ness in the gentiles ; or afford justification and salvation to 
the Jew believing, and working that which is good, and not 
to the believing and obedient gentile. (Rom. iii. 29, 30.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 12. \Av67*a>c airoXovvrai iv voju^ Kp&vaovrai, As 
many as have sinned without law, shall also parish without 
law, and as many as have sinned in the law, shall be judged 
by the law.] Here Mr. Dodwell * says, « That some ad- 
vantage may be taken from the words aVoAouvrcH, and 
Kp&rjffovTat, that which is called perishing in the ease of 
the gentiles, and so may be understood as well of ceasing 
to be, as of any positive inflictions, being opposed to be 
judged in the latter clause relating to the Jews." But (1.) 
the word aVoXAfov, to perish, is often used in the New 
Testament, and especially in the Epistles, of those Christ- 
ians, who by his own hypothesis are to perish by being 
subject to eternal punishments, as in those words, jloj tnroA- 
Xve, destroy not with thy meat thy brother, for whom Christ 
died, Rom. xiv. 15. and in 1 Cor. viii. 11. koi diroXurai, 
and so shall thy brother perish for whom Christ died: so 
also 2 Cor. xv. 4, 5. 2 Thess. ii. 10. 2 Pet. iii. 9. yea, this 
criticism would exempt not only Judas the traitor, that 
vfoc diroXeiag, son of perdition, John xvii. 12. but even the 
very devils from this future punishment; for their question 
is, 3X0£c airoXlaai rjfiag ; Art thou come to destroy us before 
the time? Luke iv. 34. It is used in the Gospels of Christ's 
little ones in those words, It is not the will of my Father, 
ha dir6\rrrat, that one of these little ones should perish, Matt. 
v. 29. xviii. 14; of losing the soul by denying Christ, Matt, 
x. 39. xvi. 25. And, lastly, it is used of the destruction of 
soul and body in hell, Matt. x. 28. (2.) MLp&foovrai, here 
applied to the Jews, signifies KaraKpi^aovraty they shall be 
condemned, as appears from the opposition it bears to 
SiKaiwSi'iaovTai, they shall be justified, ver. 13. And this it 
still doth, and must do, when it relates to the judgment 
passed upon the wicked at that day: so John iii. 18. xii. 
48. xvi. 11. 2 Thess. ii. 12. Heb. xiii. 4. And this being 
introduced as a proof, that in that day there should be 
tribulation and anguish upon every soul that worketh evil, 
whether he be Jew or gentile, and that because Godis no 
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respecter of persons, shews that both Jew and gentile work- 
ing evil must fall under that tribulation and anguish. And the 
reason of the variation of tho words may bo probably this, 
that the gentile being condemned by the law written in his 
own heart, and so being as it were a confessed criminal, 
there ntfeds nothing more than to sentence him to the per- 
dition which his sin deserves; whereas the Jew being to bo 
sentenced by a Written law, which he may think he has not 
violated, so as to deserve condemnation, he must be judged 
and condemned by the sentence which tho law hath pro- 
nounced against him. 

P] Ver. 13. Ov ol aKpoaral tov v6fiov, Not the hearers of 
the laivJ] The Jewish religion was very much corrupted at 
our Saviour's coming, so that they thought it sufficient to 
obtain God's favour, and to secure them from his judg- 
ments, (1.) that they were of the seed of Abraliam. And 
hence the Baptist speaks thus to them, Bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance, and (think it not sufficient to) say 
within yourselves, We have Abraham for our father, Matt. 
iii. 8, 9. The Chaldce paraphrasts do often mention their 
expectation of being preserved for the merits or good 
works of their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
and their writers add, that * hell-fire hath no power over 
tlie sinners of Israel, because Abraham and Isaac descend 
thither to fetch them thence. (2.) They held that circum- 
cision was of sufficient virtue to render them accepted of 
God, and to preserve them from eternal ruin; for they 
tcach,f that no circumcised person goes to hell, God having 
promised to deliver them from it, for the merit of circum-r 
cision; and having told Abraham, that when his children 
fell into transgression, and did wicked works, lie would re- 
member the odour of their foreskins, and would be satisfied 
with their piety.- And (3.) they taught, that J all Israelites 
had a portion in the world to come; and that notwithstand- 
ing their sins, yea, though they were condemned here for 
their wickedness : this is the first sentence in the Capitula 
Patrum* whereas of all the gentiles, without exception, 
they pronounce that § they are fuel for hell-fire. (4.) They 
teach, that to be employed in hearing and studying the 
law, was a thing sufficient to make them acceptable with 
God. To this St. James seems to refer in these words, 
And be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your oivn souls, James i. 22. Now most of these vain 
opinions tho apostle in this chapter, and throughout this 
Epistle, labours to confute: the first here, ver. 9. the se- 
cond, ver. 25. the third, from ver. 2. to the 9th, and the 
fourth, in this verse. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 14. "Orav yap Wvn, For when the gentiles.] Most 
interpreters understand this of the believing gentiles, the 
righteousness of the law being fulfilled in them only, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, Rom. viii, 4. 
and he being only the inward Jew, who hath the circum- 
cision of the heart in the spirit, ver. 29. But all the an- 
cient commentators interpret these last 'six verses, not 
indeed of the idolatrous gentiles, but of such gentiles as 
. lived before the law, as Mclchisedec and Job ; or were 
worshippers of the true God, as Cornelius; or repented, as 



* Pocock. Misce!!. p. 172. 227. 

t Pug. fid. par. iii. dis. 3. cap. 16. sect. $6, 37. 

t See Smith's Jewish Notion of Legal Right, chap. 3. 

$ Pirk. Elicz. p. 69. sect. 4. 



the Nincvites. These examples, saith Chrysostom, he sets 
before tho Jews, as being such as they could not contra- 
dict. And in his comment on tho fifteenth verse, he makes 
this inference from tho words,* By these tilings he shews 
that God made man sufficient of himself to choose virtue and 
avoid vice; adding, that this was necessary to be said, to 
stop tho mouths of them who inquired, nov tov tinrpoaStv 
Xpovov tcl r5c roffavrTjc irpovolae nv ; where were the footsteps 
of such aprovidence informer times? This the apostle seems 
plainly to insinuate, by arguing that God did and will ac- 
cept the gentile, living according to the law written in his 
heart, and therefore owning him as the true God, and 
honouring or glorifying him as that God, who made the 
heaven and the earth, because he is no respecter of persons. 
This seems the obvious meaning of those words of St. 
Peter, in the case of Cornelius and all his friends, Of a 
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons, (i. c. 
he affects them not barely because they are circumcised, 
or of such a nation), but in every nation he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him, Acts 
xx. 34, 35. supposing that there, might be such in every 
nation. And the argument of Origen seems here consider- 
able; thatttf God condemned the gentiles because they 
held the truth in unrighteousness, and when they knew God 
did not glorify him as God, neither were thankful; it seems 
reasonable to conceive, that had they done what they cul- 
pably neglected, and might have [done, i. e. had they glo- 
rified him as God, and been thankful, they would have done 
what had been acceptable to God, and fit to be rewarded by 
his goodness; i. e. had they held the truth in righteousness, 
and abstained from those actions for which their con- 
science did accuse them, and for which they knew they 
were worthy of death, as they who were inexcusable for 
not doing of them, might have done, they would have 
escaped the wrath of God revealed from heaven against 
all unrighteousness. But then these things may here be 
offered to consideration ; 

First, That this acceptance may not reach so far as to put 
them under the same privileges and favours with his church 
and people; but if they live in such times and places 
where an exacter knowledge of his will might bo obtained, 
it may induce his providence to find out means of impart- 
ing that also to them, as in the case of Cornelius and his 
friends, who have told things by which he and his house 
should be saved, Acts xi. 14. 

Secondly, That though God may and will reward such 
honest heathens, because otherwise they could have no en- 
couragement to own or serve him as their God, since he 
that cometh to God (saith the apostle) must believe that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him, Heb. xi. 6. 
yet is he not obliged to give them the glorious reward 
which he hath promised to the Christian : for this not be- 
ing due to their works, they could not from the light of na- 
ture be assured of it ; and it being so peculiarly assigned 



a" ft? iv, xal t&v Trip xaxitt$ $vyfiV. 
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to faith in Christ, both affirmatively and negatively, when 
the apostle saith, God hath given us eternal life, and that 
life is in his Son; he that hath the Son hath life, and he 
that hath not the Son hath not life; this is life eternal, 
that they know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou Jiast sent; this is the true God andeteimal life; 
(1 John v. 11 — 13. 20. John xvii. 3. see John i. 4. xiii. 16. 
36. v. 24. vi. 27.) it cannot well be said to belong to any 
other ; and therefore Origen * freely grants this, and yet 
thinks such persons may not be utterly deprived of a re- 
ward; especially it seems not equitable that they should 
be deprived of all reward, purely for want of an impos- 
sible condition; i. e. because they believed not in him, of 
whom they had not, and very often could not, have heard. 
It may be added, 

Thirdly, That if any of them did arrive at such a state, 
as made them indeed to fear God, and work righteousness, 
they did this not merely by the strength of natural light; 
for though some of them seem to say, thatt nature or phi- 
losophy teas a sufficient guide to virtue; yet that they 
meant not this exclusively of the Divine assistance, which 
they saw necessary to preserve them against the infirmities 
of human nature, their own words J do fully testify. And 
if God owned any of them as truly righteous, it was by 
virtue of their faith in God ; i. e. that faith by which they 
believed he was a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Mm ; which being, as to kind, the same with that which 
the apostle so highly commends, Heb. xi. even the ex- 
pectation of things hoped for,, the evidence of things not 
seen, when it produced in them a sincere endeavour to 
serve and please him, according to the light of nature, 
and cleave to their duty, though they might sufFer for it in 
this world, might be imputed unto them for righteousness. 
I conclude these conjectures with Origen on the same 
place : Sed tamen in arbitrio legentis est probare quce dicta 
sunt, vel non. 

["] Ver- 17. 2v 'IovSaToc iTrovofiaZ^, TIiou art called a Jew.'] 
The apostle doth not here begin to speak to the Jew, but to 
prove farther and illustrate what he said before, as is evi- 
dent from the words !S2 <rv, behold thou (to whom I speak) 
art called a Jew; he therefore may be supposed to speak 
this farther, to convince him that he, doing the same things, 
shall not escape the judgment of God ; and that the hear- 
ing of the law he doth not practise, will be so far from 
justifying him before God, that it will add to his condem- 
nation. 

'I&, ei S£, Tv$ Xwv, as Dr. Mills reads : see Examen Millii 
here. 

[ 12 ]Vcr. 19. Ti^Xwv, Of the blind.'] The blind, and them 
that sit in darkness, is a periphrasis of the gentiles. (See 
Isa. ix. 1. xlii. 6, 7. xlix. 9. Luke i. 79. Eph. v. 8.) 

[ 13 ] Ver. 20. 'A&xW, Of the foolish.] The foolish and 



* " Licet alien 08 a vita vide*tnr icterna, qui naa credit Cbrista, videtur quod per 
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the babes seem to be here the proselytes to the Jewish law, 
whom they accounted as infants new-born. 

[ M ] Ver. 21. f O ovv StSaaicwv cVcpov, Tlwu that teacliest an- 
other.] This verse may be illustrated out of the Jewish 
writings; for they say, that*7ie who teacheth others what 
he doth not himself, is like a blind man who' hath a candle 
in his hand to give light to others, ivhilst he himself doth walk 
in darkness. So apposite is the first question to convince 
those Jews, who pretended to be guides and lights to the 
blind gentiles, that they themselves were blind. And, 
again, How can a wise man say in the congregation, TIiou 
shalt not steal, when he steals? Whence it appears, that in 
their account this was sufficient to cut off their pretence to 
wisdom. 

[ w ] Ver. 22." f O \(y<ov fir} fxotxiietv, Thou that sayestaman 
should not commit adultery, &c] Of all these things the 
Jewish doctors were notoriously guilty, and of most of 
them they were accused by our Lord. As, v. g. first, that 
they said, arid did not; that they laid heavy burdens upon 
others, which they v;ould not touch with their own fingers; 
(Matt, xxiii. 3, 4.) that they made his Father's house a deu 
of thieves; (Matt.xxi. 13. Johnii. 16.) that they were guilty 
of a'dultery, by unjust divorces; (Matt. xix. 9.) and their 
polygamy was so shameful, that they would proclaim in 
any place where they came, " Quaenam erit mini uxor in 
diem/'f Wlio will be my wife for this day, or while I stay 
in this place ? And surely such a wife was little better than 
a whore. Hence Justin Martyr % tells the Jews, that 
wherever they travelled, or came, they did, with the per- 
mission of their rabbins, ovo/jloti yapov yvvaitcaQ ayzaSai, 
take women, and use them as tlieir wives, under pretence of 
marriage. And the theft and merchandise of which they 
are accused, Matt.xxi. John ii. being about holy things, 
maybe well also styled sacrilege ; though of this they be- 
ing accused in the times of the prophet Malachi, doubtless 
they were more guilty of it in these worst times. Accord- 
ingly Josephus§ doth pronounce them guilty, not only of 
theft, treachery, adultery, sacrilege, bat of rapines and mur- 
ders, and new ways of ivickedness invented by them, of all 
which the temple was made the receptacle. Add to this, 
that the same Josephus informs us, that not long after the 
writing of this Epistle, the servants of the high-priests, nic 
Tu>v hpiwv Swaraj cXajuj3avov j3ia£o/iEi>oi, took away by vio- 
lence the tithes of the priests, so that many of them perished 
for want of food. (Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 8. p. 698. E.) 

Note also from these words, Thou that abhorrest idols, 
the mistake of those who think the gnostics are here re- 
ferred to ; they being so far from abhorring idols, that Ire- 
nasus|| informs us, they had their images, they worshipped 
idols without fear, and went first to the feasts celebratedin the 
idol-temple. Origen^f also assures us, that he, viz. Simon 



* Seplier Hamaalotli, p. 87. f Ligbtf. in Matt. xix. S. 
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Magus, taught his disciples to count idolatry as a thing in- 
different. 

[ I6 ] Thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege ?] 
Robbing that God of his honour this way, who hath re- 
quired thee to honour him with thy substance and the first- 
fruits of thy increase, (Prov. iii. 9. Mai. iii. 8, 0. Ecclus. 
xxxv. 8.) as the idolater doth by giving his honour to an 
idol. And of this sin they being accused by God himself, 
declaring by his prophet Malachi, that they had robbed him 
in tithes and offerings, doubtless they were more guilty of 
it in these worst times of the Jewish nation. 

[ 17 ] Vcr. 24. BXavQnuurai Iv roTc i$vtm, Is blasphemed 
among the gentiles.] Of this Joscphus * doth frequently ac- 
cuse them, saying, What wickedness do you conceal or hide 
which is not known to your enemies? You triumph in your 
wickedness, strive daily who sliall be most vile, making a 
show of your wickedness as if it were virtue. And thinkest 
thou this, O man, that thou shalt escape the judgment of 
God, who punisheth the gentiles, when thou art as guilty 
as they, of acting against thy conscience, and doing that 
for which thine own mouth condemns thee, or which is as 
bad as that which thou condemnest in them, and which 
doth also cause them to blaspheme that holy name byivhicli 
thou art called? surely, after these things so scandalously 
done, it will be of no advantage to thee that thou art called 
a Jew', or hast received the sign of circumcision. 

[ I8 ] Ver. 25.] Having thus proved that the sins of the 
Jews must render them obnoxious to the Divine wrath, as 
well as those of the gentiles, he proceeds to prove what 
he said, ver. 7. 10. that the righteousness of the circum- 
cised gentile must also render him acceptable to God, 
and rewardable by him, as well as the righteousness of 
the Jew. 

[ 19 ] Ver. 26. Ta SiKauLfiara rov vSfiov, The righteousnesses 
or ordinances of the law.] The word Sucatdjfiara is used some- 
times for the Divine judgments, which being always done 
in equity, and according to the deserts of men, are fitly 
called StKatwfiaTa, or righteous judgments, Rom. i. 32. Rev. 
xv. 4. And sometimes it relates to the ceremonial insti- 
tutions which God thought fit for a season to prescribe to 
the Jews, and then it seems best to be rendered ordinances, 
as Heb. ix. 1. 10. And sometimes to the moral precepts 
of the law, as when the apostle saith, to BiKaiwfia roi) vofiov, 
the righteousness of the tato is fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit, which seems to be the 
sense of the phrase here. 

[*>] Ver. 27. r H eie <}>v<na>s aKpofivarta, The uncircumcision 
which is by nature.] Most interpreters think that the apostle 
speaks in these two verses of the believing gentile, and only 
doth design to pTove against the Jew, that his want of cir- 
cumcision, tf he be a doer of [righteousness, will not hin- 
der his acceptance with God, (1 Cor. vii. 19. Gal. v. 6. vi. 
15.) and that because this righteousness of the law is said 
to lie fulfilled by them who walk according to the Spirit, 
(viii. 4.) i*e. by them who are in Christ Jesus, (vcr. 1.) But 
Grotius and (Ecumcnius seem to interpret this of the hea- 
thens, such as the centurions in the gospel were, because 
the condemnation of the Jew seems to arise from this, that 



mpmvrrtyat irapaw/wvyn;, xal ko§' fyuif« tp{trt» rUyiifm yinren, tsj ahiitas term? 
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he who had the letter of the law, did not that which they 
who were without it did. 

CHAR III. 

1. ( JtSUTyou will say, If the imcircumcised person, keep- 
ing the righteousness of the law, is to be reckoned as circum- 
cised, ii. 26. and if the inward circumcision be\that alone 
which is acceptable to God, ver. 28, 29.) what advantage 
then hath the Jew (above the gentile)? or what profit is 
there of (the) circumcision (above uncircumcision? 

2. I answer,) Much every way: (ix. 4. but) chiefly, be- 
cause unto them were committed the oracles of God, (in 
which the covenants andpromises made to them, and chiefly 
that of the Messiah, and of justification by faith in him, were 
contained; 

3. Which oracles must be made good notwithstanding 
their infidelity:) for what if some of them (to whom these 
oracles and the promise of the Messiah, or a seed in whom 
the nations of the earth shall be blessed, were committed,) 
did not believe (in the promised seed), shall their unbelief 
make the faith (or fidelity) of God (in making this promise 
to Abraham) of none effect? 

4. God forbid ( that such a thought should enter into our 
hearts): yea (Gr. but, on the contrary), let God be (ac- 
knowledged) true (and faithful to his word), but every 
man a liar ft. e. though all men should prove liars); as it is 
written, (Psal.li. 4.) [ a ]That thoumayest be justified in thy 
sayings (ormayest appear just and faithful in performing 
them), and clear when [*] thou art judged (i. e. when thou 
judgest and contendest with men). 

5. But if our unrighteousness commends (illustrates 
and establishes) [ 3 ]the righteousness of God (that way of 
justification by faith which he alone approves of), [ 4 ] what 
shall we say ? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance 
(on the Jew and gentile, for these sins which thus commend 
his righteousness, and shew the wisdom and grace of God in 
admitting this way of our justification)? [ 5 ] I speak as a man, 
( i. e. as a heathen or unbeliever would be apt to conclude 
from our doctrine of justificationby faith: 

6. For) God forbid (that I should have a thought that 
God can be unrighteous): for how then shall God judge 
the world (for their unrighteousness? 

7. Speak, I say their sense,) for (say they) if the truth of 
God hath more abounded to his glory [ 6 ] through my lie (if 
the truth of his promise to justify the gentile through faith 
in Christ, hath appeared more illustriously to the glory of 
his grace, through my idolatry, and changing his truth into 
a lie), why am I also judged as a sinner (as well as the 
Jew)? 

8. And (why will it) not rather (follow, on Troiijawptv), 
that we should do evil that good may come (or that God 
may be glorified)? as we be slanderously reported, and as 
some affirm, that (in effect) we say, (by asserting the doc- 
trine of justification by faith, which yet we are so far from 
saying, that we declare them who do so men) f 7 ] whose dam- 
nation is just. 

9. What then (or wherefore) are we better than they ? 
(Do we Jews excel the gentiles?) [ 8 ] No, in no wise (ov irav 
to>c, not altogether, as to the benefit mentioned vcr. 2. bid 
not as to justification): for we havo before proved (touching) 
both Jews (chap, ii.) aud gentiles, (chap, i.) that they are 
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all under sin (and so all stand in need of justification by 
faith ; 
' 10. The Jews, I say, as well as the gentiles, J [ 9 ]as it is 
written (of them J, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11. There is none that understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh after God. . 

12. They are all gone out of the way, they are altogether 
become unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one. 

13. Their throat is an open sepulchre ; with their tongues 
have they used deceit; -the poison of asps is under their 
lips : ( they are men) 

14. Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness : 

15. Their feet are swift to shed blood : 

16. Destruction and misery are in their way : • 

17. And the way of peace have they not known : 

18. There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

19. (Which words of the Psalmist may justly be applied 
to them;) for we know that what things soever the law 
saithf not applying the words to any others), it saith to them 
that are under the law: that (not only the mouths of the 
gentiles, but) every mouth may be stopped, and all the 
world may (see they are) become guilty before God. 

20. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh 
be justified in his sight: for by the law is the [^know- 
ledge of (that) sin (which rendereth us obnoxious to con- 
demnation). 

21. But now (in the dispensation of the gospel) the 
righteousness of God without (performing the works of) 
the law is manifested (to the world), being witnessed (i.e. 
attested to) by the law (giving us the knowledge of sin, ver. 
20.) and by the prophets (declaring that the just man shall 
live by faith) ; 

22. Even the righteousness of God which is by faith in 
Jesus Christ to all, and upon all that believe : for (as to the 
way of justification) there is no difference (betwixt Jew and 
gentile) : 

23. For all have sinned, and (so) come short of (at- 
taining) [ n ]the glory of God (without a free act of justifi- 
cation by grace); 

24. Being justified (i: e. absolved from the guilt and con- 
demnation due to us for our past sins) freely by his grace, 
[ J2 ] through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ. 

25. Whom God hath set forth (or proposed) to be [ 13 ] a 
propitiation (a propitiatory or mercy-seat) through faith 
in his blood, to declare his righteousness (u e. the way of 
justification by faith, which God alone admits of) [ u ]for 
the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance 
of God, (not imputing their trespasses to them who believe 
in him, 2 Cor. v. 19. 

26. I say, God hath now proposed him as our propitia- 
t° r !/>) [ w ] to declare at this time his righteousness (or the 
way of justification he allows of): that he (by justifying us 
only through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus), might 
(appear to) be [ l5 ] just (in requiring this satisfaction for 
our sins), and yet the justificr of them that believe in Jesus. 

27. ( And if this be the only way of justification, or being 
righteous before God>) where is (there any ground of) 
boasting then? it is excluded.- By what law? (that) of 
works? Nay; (for he that is justified by works hath whereof 
to boast, ?x« Kavxmia, iv.2.) but by the law of faith (only). 

28. Therefore we conclude that, p, man is justified by 



[ 17 ] faith (alone) without (respect to) the deeds of the 
law (given to the Jews; for) 

29. Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of 
the gentiles, (which have not the law? hath he vouchsafed 
to them no means of justification or acceptance with him?) 
Yes, (doubtless he is the God) of the gentiles also : 
* 30. Seeing it is one God, who will justify [ 18 ] the cir- 
cumcision by faith, and ("f/^uncircumcisioh through (the 
same) faith. 

31. Do we then make void the law through (this) faith ? 
(Do we contradict it, or say it is a useless thing, or against 
the promises? Gal. iii. 19. 21.) God forbid (that this 
should be affirmed by tis): nay, we establish the law, (by 
declaring that it gives the knowledge of sin, ver. 20. gives 
witness to this way of justification, ver. 21. and so shews the 
necessity of faith, and so is our schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ, who is the end of the law, Rom. x. 4. Gal. iii. 24.) ' 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. III. 

[ x ] Ver. 4. "Olias av dtKatwO^, Tliat thou mayest be jus- 
tified.] These words are a confession of king David, that 
how severely soever God should deal with him for his sin, 
he could not accuse him of too frmeh rigour, but must jus- 
tify him in his proceedings, and clear him from all imputa- 
tions of injustice ; and so they cannot be here brought to 
prove, as Esthius imagines, that notwithstanding our sins, 
God will be faithful to his promises, but to shew, that 
though God should reject the Jews for their infidelity, they 
would have no reason to complain of his severity, or charge 
him with injustice or unfaithfulness on that account, they 
having forfeited their right to be the seed of Abraham, the 
father of the faithful, by their infidelity, and the gentiles, 
by imitating his faith, being now become his children. 
Note also, that the Hebrew "pt, which we render pure or 
clean, Psal. li. 4. is well rendered by the Septuagint vae/jo^c, 
ndght overcome; it bearing oft that sense in the Syriac, and 
among the rabbins, as Buxtorf proves in his Lexicon, 
p. 668. 

[ 2 ] Ev T$Kpivt(T%at (xe, Heb. ntOStta, Wlien thoujudgest,] 
Or contendest with any man, or enterest into judgment 
with him, or indictest or aceusest him of sin ; so the word 
is very often used in the Old and New Testament. So Job 
xiii. 19. rig Ian 6 Kpi0r)(r6fiev6g fiot ; , Who is he that will con- 
tend with me ? Eecles. vi. 10. ov Swfmrai KptOijvai, He cannot 
contend with one who is stronger than himself; Isa. xliii. 2G. 
Put me in remembrance, kol KptOu/iev, and let us plead toge- 
ther; Isa. lxvi. 16. lv r<£ vvpl KpiQi'iazraL 6 Kvptog, By fire will 
the Lord plead with all flesh; Matt. V. 40. SiXovri aoi tcpt9r t vai, 
To him that will contend with thee; 1 Cor. vi. 1. roXfia ng 
KpivzvSai; 'Dares any one contend before the unjust? See 
note on 1 Pet. iv. 6. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 5. Auccuoavvriv Bzov, The righteousness of God.] 
That this phrase in the Epistles doth signify always the 
righteousness of faith, or our justification through faith iii 
Christ, hath been shewed, note on Rom. i. 17. and on 
2 Cor. v. 21. and this seems to establish the exposition 
given in the paraphrase. 

[ 4 ] Ti Ipovfizv , firj a8t*coc 6 Beoc liri^ipwv tjjv 6/>y??v, Wliat 
shall we say ? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance ?] 
The apostle had laid down the proposition which is the 
foundation of this discourse, and of the whole Epistle, in 
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these words : Tlie gospel is the power of God to the salva- 
tion of every one that believes, Jetv or gentile; for therein is 
revealed the righteousness of God by faith, to beget faith in 
both. The necessity of this faith he shews, (1.) with re- 
spect to the gentiles, because they being unrighteous, could 
not otherwise be justified before God, or escape his wrath, 
revealed against all unrighteousness, by any other way than 
that of faith; and this proof ho concludes chapter the 
first. In the second chapter he shews the same, touching 
the Jews, by reason of their unrighteousness, and therefore 
saith here, ver. 9. We have before proved both Jews and 
gentiles to be under sin. Now this most plainly serves to 
commend and establish this way of righteousness by faith 
in Christ, from the necessity of it to the justification both 
of Jew and gentile. This then must be the import of the 
objection; If the unrighteousness both of Jew and gentile 
tends so visibly to illustrate and recommend the wisdom of 
God, and the grace or favour of God, in appointing this 
way of justification by faith in Christ, is it righteous in 
God to punish both Jew and gentile, as you say he did, 
(i. 24. 2G. 32.) and will do, (i. 18. ii. 2. 4—6. 8, 9.) for that 
unrighteousness that tends so highly to the glory of the 
gospel-grace? 

. ' [ 5 ] Kar avQpwirov Xiyw, I speak as a man.'] i. e. As a mere 
natural man, not acquainted with the revealed will of God, 
or not acted by his Spirit: so Chrysostom and OEeume- 
nius, I speak kot dvOptLmvov Xoytafibv, according to human 
reason ; ov yap iyu) ravra \ly<o, aXXa rwv aXXw riOeiKa Xo- 
ytafiovcfor it is not I that say these things, but I propose 
the reasonings of others. That this is the constant import 
of the phrase, see note on 1 Cor. ix. 8, 9. 15. 32. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 7. 'Ev t$ ip$ \ptvafxart, By my lie.] The idols of 
the heathens are called lying vanities, Psal. xxxi. 7. Jonah 
ii. 8. numina falsa; the makers of them are said to frame 
*lp*tf, a lie, Jcr. x. 14. and to have and frame a lie with 
their right hand, Isa.xliv. 20. They who worship them are 
said, to turn aside to li es, Psal. xl. 5. and to hearken to a 
teacher of lies, Hab. ii. 18. and to turn the truth of God 
into a lie, Rom. i. 25. Hence arc the heathens introduced 
making this confession, Surely our fathers did inherit lies, 
&g \ptvdr) Ifcrfjaavro ol 7rarcp£c vp&v «Sa>Xa, Jer, xvi. 19. Now 
this argument being that by which the apostle in the first 
chapter proves the gentiles to be sinners, worthy of con- 
demnation, and so incapable of justification by any other 
way than that of faith, this may reasonably be supposed to 
be the thing referred to in this verse. 

P] Ver. 8. T Ov to Kplfia ?v&kov l<m, Whose damnation is 
just.] They by thus objecting against that dispensation of 
Divine grace and wisdom, which they should thankfully 
embrace and accept, and without which they cannot be 
justified, and so rejecting it as absurd in their imagina- 
tions, render it just that they should still lie under the guilt 
of sin, and under the wrath of God for it. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 9. Ou iravrojg, No, in no wise.] That these words 
may be rendered, not altogether, as well as ov iravrte 
is rendered not all, 2 Thess. iii. 2. Heb. iii. 1G. we learn 
fromCEcumenius, who paraphrases them thus, ouk ttc 7rav- 
t&c Tp6irov, not in every kind;* so ov ttovtwc signifies, 
1 Cor. v. 10. viz. I do not altogether forbid you to accom- 
pany with fornicators, for then you must go out of the 

• Cart. McUif. p.3012. 



world; and then the context will plainly force this render- 
ing, as being that which answers to the following reason, 
the words bearing this sense: Wcdo indeed excel them, in 
having the promise of a Messiah, and the salvation ten- 
dered by him, first made to us; (ii. 10.) in having the know- 
ledge of the law, (ver. 17.) and the oracles of God commit- 
ted to us: (iii. 2.) but wo do not wholly or in all things 
excel them, because not in the matter of justification by 
faith, which Jew and gentile equally stand in need of. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 10. KaOwc yiypairrm, As it is written.] These 
words are cited from the fourteenth Psalm, according to 
the edition of the Scptuagint; but I do not conceive it 
necessary to make good the apostle's words, or argument, 
that they should bo spoken of the Jews of that age in gene- 
ral, especially seeing, they are there said to have devoured 
God's people, and to have shamed the counsel of the poor. 
It is enough, (1.) that they should generally agree to the 
Jews of the age in which the apostle writ, as both the 
Scriptures of the New Testament and the writings of Jo- 
scphus fully prove they do. And (2.) that the law con- 
demning any for these crimes doth more especially con- 
demn those under the law, who at any time arc guilty of 
crimes thus noted, and condemned by the law. And with 
this conclusion of the apostle the Jews themselves accord, 
saying, There is not a man who is not obnoxious to God (or 
might not justly be condemned by him), were it not for his 
mercy and clemency. Moreover, it is farther to be noted, 
that in the close of this Psalm there seems to be a prayer 
for the redemption of the Jews by the Messiah, in those 
words, O that the salvation of Israel were come out of 
Zion, ver. 7. the Deliverer that was to come out of Zion, 
being the Messiah, as we learn from Isaiah, lix. 20. and 
from this apostle, xi. 26. Note, secondly, that, according 
to the doctrine of the Jews, their Messiah was to come in 
those times when the Jewish nation was most corrupt, and 
so most resembled the description here alleged. (See the 
note on Phil. iii. 1.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 20. 'Eiriyvwmg afiaprlag, The knowledge of sin.'] 
This knowledge of sin being chiefly by the moral law, 
(vii. 7.) shews, that the apostle excludes as w r ell that as 
the ceremonial from justification; and evident it is, that 
the antithesis runs all along, not between moral and cere- 
monial works, but between works in general and faith, 
ver. 20. 22. the law of works and faith, ver. 27. iv. 2. 6. 
ix.32. x. 5,6. 

[»] Ver. 23. Tfjc So'?r?c rovOcov, The glory of God.] i. o. 
The fruition of God in glory; for being justified by faith, 
we have peace with ,God; and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God. (Rom. v. 1, 2.) 

[ n ] Ver. 24. Am tTjq airoXvrpwaewg, Through the redemp- 
tion.] Purchased by the death and blood of Christ shed for 
us; we having redemption through his blood, the remission 
of sins. (Eph. i. 7. Colos. i. 14.) 

[ w ] Ver. 25. T<3v wpoytyovoTwv afxaprriftaTWv, Ofsins that 
are past.] For in this only consists our first justification, 
which is by faith alone : the remission of our future sins 
committed against the new covenant, established in tks 
blood of Jesus, being to be obtained (if they be wilful sins, 
which only violate the covenant of grace) by a sincere and 
particular repentance for them; which brings us agtviu 
under that covenant, and so under the promise of forgive- 
ness through the blood of Jesus: the iXatrrvpiov, or mercy* 
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seat, Avas so called, because God there shewed himself 
propitious, by reason of the blood *of the sacrifice sprin- 
kled before it. The apostle therefore, in allusion to it, 
saith, that God hath set forth Christ to be his mercy-seat, 
i. e. the person through whom he will be propitious to us 
through faith in his blood, styled the blood of sprinkling, 
Heb. xii. 24. and presented before him in the heavens. 

[ w ] r lXa(m']piov, To be a propitiation.} In the Old Testa- 
ment we find the wercy-seat still styled iXaarfiptov, because 
it was the place where God promised to bo propitious to> 
them, and where the high-priest made an atonement for 
himself, and all the congregation, by sprinkling the. blood 
of the sin-ofFering before the mercy-seat: when therefore 
the apostle saith, that God hath set forth Jesus Christ to 
be a mercy-seat to us through faith in his blood, we have 
reason to believe the blood of Christ, as our sin-offering, 
doth make atonement for, and render God propitious to 
us. And as under the Old Testament, they who desired to 
have God propitious to them, were to come with the blood 
of their sin-offering to the mercy-seat; so under the gospel- 
dispensation they must expect to find God propitious 
to them, through the blood of Christ their mercy-seat, by 
whom they coming to God, as the Jews did by appearing 
before his mercy-seat, should find him gracious in pardon- 
ing their iniquities through the redemption that is in Jesus. 
Whence I argue against the Socinians, for our Lord's satis- 
faction, thus : What is it we do obtain by this redemption? 
It is, saith the apostle, remission of sins. What is it that 
procures this remission? It is the blood of Christ, for toe 
have redemption through his blood,even the remission of sins;, 
(Eph. i. 7. Colos. i. 14.) it is the death of Christ. (Heb; 
ix.15.) Since then, by the confession of Schlictingius upon 
the place, our Lord is mentioned here as apiacular victim, 
and seeing it is certain those victims still suffered in the 
sinner's stead, and that whensoever in the Old Testament 
mention is made of the remission of sins, the blood of these 
sacrifices was the thing that made atonement for them, 
remission of sins was the thing purchased by that blood; 
have we not reason from what is here said of Christ, our 
piacular victim, to conceive he suffered in our stead, and 
that his blood, shed for us, procured the remission of our 
sins, as it atoned an offended God for our transgressions? 

[ I5 ] Ver. 26. Tfje Socatoo-vvric, To declare his righteousness.] 
This phrase, the righteousness of God, as I have before ob- 
served, doth, always in the Epistles signify our justifica- 
tion by faith in Christ, as being the only righteousness that. 
God approves of, and is here styled, ver. 22. The righ- 
teousness of God through faith : and therefore this righ- 
teousness cannot be demonstrated, as some conceive, by 
winking at the sins committed in former ages, (Actsxvii. 
30.) but by proposing, by the gospel, the way of remitting 
men's past sins through faith in Christ, or his own non- 
imputation of them. 

[ l6 ] Etc r6 Avai avrbv Sfcaiov, Tliat he might be just.} The 
reverend Dr. Hammond saith, the word BUaiog is here to 
be rendered, clement and merciful, and that it is commonly 
taken in that notion, and seldom in that of vindictive jus- 
tice: but, in opposition to this I assert, that the word 
ZiKatoc is used about eighty times in the New Testament, 
and not once in that sense of clemency and mercy, in 
which he saith it is commonly taken ; he himself produces 
but one place, viz. Matt. i. 19. Joseph being a just man, 

vol. v. 



dndjiot wilting to make Mary a public example, was minded 
to put her away privily : Where (saith Dr. Lightfoot) men 
torment the word Slkcuoq, to make it signify clement and 
merciful, when it bears clearly the ordinary sense; thus, 
Joseph, being a just man, would not cohabit with an adul- 
teress, and yet being not willing to make her a public ex- 
ample, and no necessity, as he there shews, lying upon him 
so to do, he was minded to put her away privily. (2.) It is 
in the New Testament distinguished from the good and 
merciful man ; as when Joseph of Arimathea is styled 
ayaQbg >cal Sikckoc, a good man and just, Luke xxiii. 50. 
when the law is called Skata Ka\dyaOr),just and good, Rom. 
vii.' "12. and when it is. said, v. 7. that scarcely vttIq &- 
Kaiov, for a righteous man will one die, though virlp dyadov, 
for a good man one would even dare to die. And (3.) when 
it relates to God, as here, it always signifies, cither the 
equity and congruity of his dealings, as 2 Thcss. i. 5, 6. or 
his faithfulness to his word, 1 John i. 9. Rev. xv. 3. or 
his vindictive justice, as Rev. xvii 5—7. xix. 2* 2 Tim. 
iv.8. 

[ I7 ] Ver. 28. Ui<mt, By faith.} Justification from our past 
sins is by faith alone, without respect to any of our works ; 
we being justified freely by his grace, ver. 23. Not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, but through his mercy 
he saved us, Titus iii. 5. i. e. he justified us by his grace, 
and so put us in the way of salvation. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 30.] Note, that so the Jews say, If a man believe 
not as he ought, circumcision will not make him a Jew ; but 
if he believe as he ought, he is a Jiw, though he be not cir- 
cumcised. Nitzachon, sect, vii." sub. 21. 

CHAP. IV, 

1. W HAT shall we say then (Gr. what therefore do we 
say, as some of our nation) that Abraham, our father [ x ] as 
pertaining to the flesh, hath found ? (Gr. hath found justifica- 
tion arid acceptance with God, by virtue of his circumcision 
in the flesh? 

2. Surely, no;) for if Abraham were justified by (his 
own} works (i. e. his obedience to God's command to cir- 
cumcise himself and his whole family), he hath whereof to 
glory (Gr. ground of boasting in those works by which he 
was thus justified); but (manifest it is he had) not (whereof 
to boast, or glory) before God. 

3. For what saith the Scripture? (even this,) [ 2 ] Abra- 
ham believed God, and it (viz. that faith) was counted 
to him for righteousness. 

4.. Now (or whereas) to him that worketh (and by that 
obtaineth righteousnesses the reward reckoned not of grace, 
but of debt (he having performed all that ivas required, in 
order to his being righteous before God). 

5. But to him that worketh not (i\ e. who hath not any 
thing on account of which he can be deemed righteous by 
virtue of his works), but believeth [ 3 ] on him thatjustifieth 
the ungodly (on the account of his faith), his faith is ac- 
counted for righteousness. 

• 6. (And this account of justification is) [ 4 ] even (such) 
as David also (the other great person to whom God had 
promised a blessing to all nations through his seed, Isa. xi. 
10. Acts ii. 30. xiii.23.) describeth (speaking of) the bless- 
edness of the man, to whom God imputeth righteousness 
without works, 
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7. Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities aro for- 
given, and whose sins arc covered. 

8. Blessed is the man to whom the .Lord will not impute 
( the) sin (he hath committed). 

9. Cometh this blessedness ihen( of righteousness, by not 
imputing sin) upon the circumcision only, or upon the un- 
circumcision also? .. ( Tliis question maybe decided by the 
example of our father Abraham,) for wc say that .pj faith 
was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 

10. How- was it then reckoned (to him for righteousness? 
ivasjt) when he vras in circumcision, or in uncircamcision? 
not (tvhen he was) in circumcision; but in tincircfimcisioh ; 
(he believing, rinto righteousness before he ivas circumcised; 
Gen. xv. 6.) 

11. And he received (afterward) the sign df circum- 
cision, (as) a [^ seal of tho righteousness of the faith 
which hp.had yet being uncirenmcised : f and so of his ac-> 
ceptance tvith that God, ivho thus Entered into covenant 
with him, and owned himself his God, Gen. xvii. 1.)' that he 
might be the [ 7 ] father of all them that believe, though they 
be not circumcised ; that righteousness might be imputed 
to them also (ivhich it could not be, were circumcision the 
condition of justification and acceptance with God): 

12. And (that he might be) the father of (the) circum- 
cision also, (i. e. a father) to them who arc.notof.tho cirA 
cumcision only, but also walk in the steps, of. that .faith of 
our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircujn- 
cised. .,, \\th s v tnticuTto £** *&*»', t 

13. (I Say, thatjie might be the father of the micircum- 
cised through faith, and. of the circumcision through the like 
faith, iii. 30.) for the promise (made to Abraham, Gen. 
xii.3. or to his seed, Gen. xxii. 18.) that [°]he should be the 
heir of the world (i. e. of those blessings ivhich should be 
derived from him to all the families and natidns of the 
earth), was not (made)' to Abraham,, or to.- his seed, 
through (or by virtue of their obedience to) the law, .but 
through (and by virtue of) the righteousness of faith. 

14. For if they which are of the law be heirs (according 
to the promise made upon that account),-^] faith is made 
void (as t being insufficient to justify without' the law), and 
the prpmise is made of L . none effect (for then the" nations 
ivhich are not under the law, cannot be blessed in the seed 
of Abraham),: v 

15. Because [ 10 ] the law .workcth wrath (by: condemn- 
ing the transgressor to that death to which without the law 
he would not be subject): for where no law is> there, is no r 
transgression, (and so no condemnation for it: 

16. And). therefore is (the inheritance, Gal. iii. 18.) of 
faithi.that it might be by grace; (which both' Jew and'geh* 
tile wanted as to justification, iii* 23,24.) to the end the 
promise (of it) might be sure' to all the &e6d'( of Abra- 
ham); not tb that only which is Of thetlaw, but to that also 
which iff Of the faitliof Abrahafn ;,who is the father of us 
all;?fi\ el that it might, bemad&good to, the gentil&also, be< 
lievirig as their father Abraham did. m\\ sw>^ /II,o ;j orD 

17. I say the father of us all,) as-it is written, (Gen. 
xvii. 5.) I have made * thee "a ["] father of many nations, 
(whidhlbords, though spoken then ibhen Abraham had no 
seed, yet were 'they certain,) before (or in. respect* of) him 
whom he believed, even (that) God, [ ir \ who'quickeneth 
the dead (and so ivas able to quicken his body, now dead, 
and the deadness of Sarah's womb), and [ 13 JcalIcth those 



things which bo not (i.e. the gentiles, which were not then 
a people) as if they were. 

18. Who, I say, ["] against ( all natural grounds of) 
hope, bclieycd in hope, that he might (Gr. should) become 
the father * of many nations, according to that which was 
spoken (to him, Gen. xv. 5. As thestdrs of heaven) so shall 
thy seed be. 

19. And being not weak in faith, ho considered not his 
own body- [ 15 ] now dead (or grown already dead, he being 
about 6ne hundred years old), neither yet the deadness of 
Sarah's womb: (with whom it had ceased to be after the 
manner of women, Gen. xviii. 11.) . 

20. He [ l6 ] staggered not at (Gr. he doubted not of) the 
promise of God through unbelief; but Was strong in faith, 
giving glory to God (by acknowledging his power to make it 
good); % 

21. And being fully persuaded that what he had. pro- 
mised, he was able also to perform. 1 tt,u i f 

22. And.therefore it (viz. this strong faith). vt&s imputed 
to him for righteousness. 

23.-L 17 Now it was not written ( thus of him) for his sake 
alone, that it (viz. his faith) was' imputed to him (for righ- 
teousness) ;\ 

24. But for (the. benefit of) us also, to whom it (viz. the 
like faith), shall be imputed (for righteousness), if we be- 
lieve on him that raised, up Jesus bur Lord from the dead 
(that he can and will raise us also by Jesiis from the dead, 
and. crown us with him) ; ' *m 

25. Who was . delivered ^( to the. death) for our offences 
(to.'offertip himself a piacular victim for them), and was 
raised again for our justification (i. e. to appear, before 
God with the blood of this victim, to make atonement before 
Qodforus, and. thereby to procure our justification, or our 
absolution from the guilt of sin). 
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ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. IV. 

[pjVer. 1. KATA N aapka, According to the flesh.] ti e. By 
virtue of his obedience to God's command, in circumcising 
the flesh of his foreskin. So Israel Kara <rapKa, according 
to the flesh, 1 Corvx. 18. is, Israel according to the circum- 
cision of tlic flesh. To know Christ according to the flesh, 
2 Cor. v. 1G. is to know him according to his circumcision, 
or.being of the stock of Abraham. To glory Kara t/> oapica, 
according to the flesh, is to glory in being circumcised, 
2 Cbr. xi. 18. In this the Jews had the greatest confidence 
of being acceptable to God, and therefore arc represented* 
by St. Paul as ittiroiOoTig lv aapKi, having confidence in the 
flesh, Phil. iii. 3, 4. declaring, that no circumcised Jews go- 
to hell, God having promised to deliver them for the merit 
of circumcision* (Seethe note on ii. 13.) Moreover, that 
vain opinionhad obtained among the Jews, that Abraham 
was not pure, or accepted with God, till after his circum- 
cision. This is hinted in the Targum of B. Uziel, who 
rcndcrs'Gcn. xvii. 1. thus ; Walk before me, Bebcskcrcha, 
i.e.* and be thou perfect in. thy flesh:- hut* is in express- 
words assorted, Pirk. Eliczcr, cap. 29. p. G4. This opi- 
nion* the apostle here confutes, and then. vcr. 11. shews 
what his circumcision signified. Mr. Clcrc interprets 
this phraso thus, According to the flesh; i. c. in the judg- 
ment of man, or according to carnal judgment. But there- 
can be nothing }norc alien from the mind of St. Paul than 
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this interpretation: for the apostle had been before assert- 
ing, that circumcision', acceptable to God, was not that 
made in the flesh, (ii. 28.) In the beginning of the next 
chapter hfc answers the inquiry of the Jews ; If it doth not 
render us more acceptable to God, whatthen i's-the benefit 
of circumcision 7 It hath many other advantages^ saith 
he, but not that of justification before G6d, that'being 
the -result of faith; for it is one (and the same)' God who 
will justify the circumcision through faith, and theuncir- 
cumcision by faith. What then, saith he, do we fcayMn this j 
affair? Do we £ay, as the Jews, that Abraham, the father 
of the faithful, found justification (the thing I now discourse 
of) Kara aapKuj by that laborious work of cir(5Uriicision, per- 
formed upon himself, when he was ninety-nine years k>lcf, 
and upon all his family? On which account; say the Jews* 
God smelt the sweet odour of their foreskins, and said, when 
they transgressed, lie would remember this odour,- and they 
should be replenished with his mercies. Here is a rational 
account of the connexion and pertinence of the apostle's 
argument. But how comes in the judgment of men with 
art blv\ what then do we say? when nothing* at all had 
been said of their judgment, nor was the apostle discours- 
ing of justification according to man's carnal judgment. 
He goes on and says, If Abraham was accounted just for 
his worksin the judgment ofmen> helmth whereof to glory; 
he hath icavxnfxa, boasting (saith he) before men: but is that 
the Ka\>xw a > or boasting, which the apostle said was ex- 
cluded, not by thb law of works, but by the law of faith? 
(iii. 27.) no sure; but boasting before' God: this there- 
fore must be here repeated : If Abraham were justified by 
works, i. e. the works of circumcision performed upon 
himself and his whole family, he hath Whereof to boast 
before God; but he cannot have whereof to boast before 
God of any justification of this kind, for what saith 'the 
Scripture, &c. In fine, Kara aupKa never signifies in Scrip- 
ture, the judgment ofman,but the fleshly lustings, desires, 
and motions of men; John xviii. 5. to judge according 
to the flesh, is' to judge "ex carnali affectu,^ from carnal 
affection ; and 2 Cor. i. 17. to purpose according to the flesh, 
is to do it according to carnal principles and advantages; 
as to walk after the flesh, is, to be governed arid acted by 
carnal principles, Rom. viii. 1. 4, 5. 12, 13. 2 Cor. x. 2. 

[ 2 ]Ver.3. 'ETrttmvffc Sk *A/3/>aa> r$ Oey, Abraham be- 
lieved God.] We learn from the author to the Hebrews, 
that Abraham had faith before this was said unto him, for 
by faith Abrahant being called, obeyed and went forth, &c. 
and that by a yet stronger faith, he offered ttpliis son Isaac, 
believing that God was able to raise him tip from the dead. 
(Heb. xi. 8.17.) But neither of these instances is pitched 
upon by the apostle, as'fit for his purpose; because, in both, 
obedience was joined with faith; whereas here was a pure 
act of faith without works, and of this act of faith is said, 
what is not said of either of the other, it was imputed to 
him for righteousness. (SeeVer.22.) 2. God for this act 
of faith, and not "upon the former, dealt with him as a 
righteous person, by entering into covenant with him, 
which was a sign that he accepted him, and pardoned all 
his sins past ; for it is said, In that very day God entered 
into covenant with Abraham, (Gen. xv. 18.) which he had 
not done before. Moreover, this was spoken to Abraham 
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before his circumcision, and so is very proper to convince 
the Jews of the no necessity of circumcison to justification: 
but Abraham offered Isaac after his circumcision) and so 
the apostle could not allege that instance of his faith here ; 
(ver. 10, 11 .) he therefore was accounted righteous by 
virtue of that faith Ayhich excludes boasting, (ii. 27.) and 
■only justifies by grace. '* <>"* l)ui v '' - 

[ 3 ] Ver. 5.' 'Eirl rov SiKaiovvra rdv u<r£J3i5, On him that jus- 
iifiesiheyngodhj.] Justification being only thenonimpu- 
tatidnbr the pardon of their past sins on the account of 
that faith", which laid the highest obligations upon all be- 
lievers {d die tmto sin for the future, there is no absurdity 
in- saying; that God thus justifies the ungodly, repenting of, 
and engaging to cease from, their ungodliness, (ver. G.) 

[ 4 ] Ver. 6. Even as David \iyei rbv fxaKapiapbv^] Speaks of ^ 
the blessedness of those, to whom Godimputeth diKaioavvriv, 
justification ; i. e.' exemption from th& guilt and punishment 
of sin, without such works as can justly plead for that ex- 
emption and freedom from punishment,' by saying, Blessed 
is the man to whom the Lord imputethnb 'sin. In which cita- 
tion there is not one WoTd of any work to make him righte- 
ous in theiight of God, and therefore blessed, but only of 
an act of free grace in the forgiveness or the nonimputation 
of his sin, in which the evangelical justification formally 
consists. (See the preface to the Epistle to the Galatians, 
section the 4th.) 

- [ 5 ] Ver. 9. *E\oyi<x%n r$ 'A/3paaju it vttmg, Faith ivasreck- 
oned to Abraham for righteousness.] The gloss„ofR.'Salmon 
on Gen. xv. G. is this : Tlie blessed God reputed this to Abra- 
ham for righteousness and merit, for the faith by which he 
believed in him. Arid the book Ikkarim * saith thus; Our 
father Abraham was praised for his faith, as saith the Scrip- 
ture, Abraham believedGod, and it was counted to him for 
righteousness. 

[6] Ver. 11. *2<ppay(da rfje SiKaioowrjc ttjc Trfcrrtwc rifeev ttJ 
aKpofivarlf}, Tld seal of the righteousness of faith, &c] The 
apostle in this Epistle insists much upon the justification of 
the uncircumcised gentiles, called therefore by the Jews v 
ciKpof5v<rrla, the uncircumcision, (Eph. ii. 11. Rom. ii. 25 — 
27i) declaring, that God is not the God of the Jews only, 
•but also of 1 - the gentiles, seeing he willjustify both the cir- 
cumcision;* and the uncircumcision through faith ; (iii. 29, 
*30.) that the blessing of justification came not only on 
the circumcision, but .on the uncircumcision also, (ver. 9.) 
faith being accounted to Abraham Tor righteousness, when 
he >yas in uncircuracision,-(ver. 10.) So that these words 
■may be rendered thus, And he received the sign of ciraim- 
cision, a heal of the righteousness of that faith, which is in the 
uncircumcision,- i. e. of God's acceptance of the uncircum- 
cised gentiles through faith in Christ. 

(7] Uartpa, The father.] i. e. That he might be the father 
of all nations, whether Jew or gentile,and they might all be 
blegSed in him, according to the promise, In thee shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed, Gen. xii. 3. or as it is 
Gen. xxii. 18. In thy seed. . 

[ 8 ] Ver. 13. TbvKXvpovSfxov avrbv elvai tov Koafiov, That he 
should be the heir of the world.] The whole difficulty of this 
verse rests upon the true interpretation of this phrase, 
That he should be the heir of the world. Some think that 
to be the heir of the world hero, is to be heir of the land of 
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Canaan, and the parts adjacent to it, Idumca, &c. But 
this is not only impertinent to the purpose of the apostle, 
who is hero proving, not that temporal possessions, but 
that justification is not by the law, but by faith ; but seem- 
eth flatly contrary to the apostle ; for the promise of the 
land of Canaan Mas made to Abraham upon his circumci- 
sion, and to his seed, (Gen. xvii. 7, 8.) and the possession 
of, and their continuance in it, was still promised to the 
Jews, upon condition of their obedience to the law of 
Moses. Others think, that to be heir of the world, is to be 
heir of the spiritual and heavenly Canaan: but then, as it 
is hard to find where any such promise was made to Abra- 
ham, and his seed ; so it is as difficult to shew how this 
accords with the main scope of the apostle, which is to 
establish our justification by faith. The ancient Greek 
scholiasts interpret the words thus : That he should be heir 
of the world; rovrevrtv, tv avrup tvXoytXvSai iravra ra rov kogjxov 
iQvx], i. e. that all the nations of the world should be blessed 
in him. So Chrysbstom; Theodoret, Theophylact, Quod 
enim dicit, benedicentur in te omnes tribus terra, hoc est, 
hceredem factum esse totius mundi; so Origen. . And this is 
confirmed from the parallel place, Gal. iii. 8. for the pro- 
raise mentioned here, must be the same with the promise 
mentioned there, because the, argument is the same. Now, 
(1.) the promise there is, In thy seed', that is Christ, shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed, (ver. 12.) And (2.) 
he there speaks of a promise made four hundred and thirty 
years before the law, which term only agrees to the promise 
made, Gen; xii. 3. (3.) This is the blessing of Abraham 
that was to come upon the gentiles, Gal. iii. 14. for, saith 
the apostle, The Scriptures foreseeing that God would jus- 
tify the gentiles through faith (in the promised seed), 
preached the gospel before to Abraham, saying, In thee shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed: so then they that are 
of faith,, are blessed with faithful Abraham. He first, as 
being the father of the faithful, and so the heir of the be- 
lieving world ; and they after him/ as being his sons, and 
seed, by walking in the steps of his faith, and so becoming 
heirs with him of the same promise ; for if you be Christ's, 
if by faith you be interested in him, saith the apostle, then 
are you Abrahams seed, and heirs according to the promise, 
Gal. iii. 29. so Ileb. xi. 7. Noah is said by his faith to 
condemn the unbelieving world, and to be rrjc Kara ttivtiv 
.SiKatoavvijc K-X»jpovo//oc, the heir of righteousness ivhich isfiy 
faith, i. e. the father of all that believed unto justifica- 
tion, or righteousness, after'him. 

p] Ver. 14. If they which are of the law be heirs, faith is 
made void.'] It is made void to them who are not of the 
law, because then they cannot by rtbe made heirs ; and it 
is also made void to them that are of the law, because 
they were heirs before, and may still be without it, 
ver. 15. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 15. For the law worketh wrath.] To wit, to the 
transgressors of it: For where there is no law, there is 
no transgression. It is a very great mistake to think, as 
some do, that the apostle lays down this as a general rule, 
that where there is no positive law to ivhich threats and pu- 
nishments are annexed, there is no transgression ; for the 
plain consequence of this would be, that the heathens, 
having no positive law, could be guilty of no transgression, 
whereas the Scripture represents them as dead in trespasses 
arid sins, (Eph. ii. 1. Colos. ii. 13.) as persons who shall 



be judged hereafter according to their works, (Rom. ii. 6.) 
and shall receive tribulation and tvrath for working evil, 
(ver. 9.) who sin without (a positive) law, and shall there- 
fore perish without law, (ver; 12.) and as men, who are 
condemned in, their own consciences by the law written in 
their hearts, (y<?r. 15.) The apostle therefore must be only 
conceived to prove from this general rule, that where there 
is no law at all, there is no transgression ; and that if the 
law of Moses worketh wrath, there must be a transgression 
of it rendering men obnoxious to the death it threateneth, 
(ver. 19,. 20. vide Examen Millii.) 

["] Ver. 17. A father of many nations.] The Jews hence 
prove that a proselyte, converted to the Jewish faith, might 
be legatus synagogte, quia scriptum extat, constitui tepa- 
trem universitatis gentium, because it is written, Gen. xvii. 
5. I have made thee a father of all nations: before this time, 
say they, he was only a father of the Syrians ; but from this 
time, he was the father of all nations. (See.Campegius 
Vitringa de Synag. Vet. lib. iii. par. ii. cap. 6. p. 943.) 

[ I2 ] Tov Z<*)ottoiovvt6c rove vwpvc, Who quickeneth thedead.] 
This being an instance of the faith of Abraham, it seems 
most reasonable to refer to the object of this, faith, viz. 
that he should have a numerous seed; yea, that he should 
• have the promised seed from Sarah, though her womb was 
dead ; and it ceased to be tvith hei* after the manner oftvo- 
men; and so Hilary the deacon doth interpret this phrase. 
-y.*[ 13 ] KaAo5vTocra/i))ovra, fog ovra, And calleth things that 
be not as if they were.] lie that is far from God (saith 
Origen), as we gentiles were before we came to the knowledge 
of the truth, is said not to be ; and therefore God, designing 
to render them the seed of Abraham by faith, is said to call 
those things that be not, as if they were: for ra fin ovra, 
things ivhich are not, both in the language of the Old Testa- 
ment, and of the Jews, and of the primitive Christians, sig- 
nifies the gentiles, by converting whom, saith Clemens It.* 
ZKakeasv i)fia.q otic ovrag, kol W£\t}<TEv Ik rov jit} ovtoq tivai 
v/xag ? God called us that were not, and woidd that of no- 
thing we should have a being ; as I have shewed, note on 
ICor.i. '§1 •' .... 

["] Ver. 18.] Note, that this verse confirms the exposi- 
tion of the former verse, shewing that the faith there men- 
tioned hath reference to this promise. 

I 15 ) Ver. 19. NtvtKptofitvov, Now dead.] It is here objected, 
that Abraham's body could not be thus dead, since after 
the death of Sarah, even forty years after, he had six sons 
by Keturah. (Gen. xxv. 1.) But they who here tell us, that 
Abraham's body was not simply dead, but only as to Sarah's 
womb, and that by a young woman he was able to have 
seed then, speaks expressly against the text, which saith, 
his body ivas grown dead, and against the opinion of Abra- 
ham himself. Gen. xvii. 17. and of Sarah concerning him, 
Gen. xviii. 12. They who add that this need not seem 
strange, that Abraham should have children by Keturah, 
considering the age to which he had lived, since in our time 
men have "had children after they havo been seventy or 
eighty years old ; they will not suffer that to be strange to 
us which seems strange to Abraham himself; witness his 
answer to the promise of Almighty God, Shall a child be 
born to him that is a hundred years old? Gen. xvii. 17. O 
that Ishmacl might live before thee! and to Sarah, Gen. 
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xviii. 12. They deny the miracle effected by the great 
power, of God, which therefore the angel doth encourage 
Sarah to believe, because nothing can be too hard for God. 
(Gen. xviii. 13.) They lessen the faith of Abraham which is 
so highly magnified here, as being hope against hope, (ver. 
18.) believing in him that quickeneth the dead, (ver. 17.) not 
staggering at the promise, but being strong in faith, (ver. 20.) 
.That therefore must be here acknowledged/which the Jewish 
doctors and all the Christian fathers say, that God gave a 
new blessing to their bodies, and by that rendered them ca- 
pable of getting and bearing children, when by nature they 
were not so. This of Sarah, the Targurn of B. Uziel hints, 
by paraphrasing the words thus, Gen. xvii. 16. As for Sarah, 
J will bless her, J131IQ, in her body. And the apostle more 
plainly in these words, Through faith also Sarah herself 
receiveth strength to conceive seed. (Heb. xi. 11.) 

[ l6 ] Ver. 20. Ov StztcpiOrirg inriartq, He doubted not through 
unbelief] It seems, his faith was not without some doubt- 
ing, from that answer he returns to God, Shall a child be 
bom to Abraham, that is a hundred years old? And shall 
Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? In which words he 
seems to consider both his oivn dead body, and Sarah's dead 
womb, which the apostle here denies, ver. 18. and ver. 19. he 
says to God, O that Ishmael might live before thee! as if 
he expected no other offspring; To the first objection it is 
answered, that those words, Shall a child be born to Abra- 
ham! are to be considered as words of admiration, not 
of doubting; for he rejoiced at it, saith the Chaldee, and 
the Hebrew word, which we render laughed, hath this im- 
port, xxi. G. Nor is Abraham reprehended for it, as Sarah 
is, xviii. 13. John viii. 56. To the second it is answered, 
That he only desires God to bless him also, as well as the 
seed promised, which appears probable from God's an- 
swer, Gen. xvii. 20. As for Ishmael,, I have heard thee: 
behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful. 

[ 17 ] Ver. 23—25.] Note, That from these three last 
verses many things may be observed, which tend to the 
illustration of the doctrine of faith, and of justification by 
faith. And, 

First, From ver. 3. 22,23, 24. it is extremely evident, that 
it is the very act of. faith, arid not the object of it, viz. 
Christ's righteousness, which was imputed to Abraham, 
and is imputed to us for righteousness. As then the faith 
of Abraham, which is here said to be imputed to him for 
righteousness, was not the obeying God in his commands 
of walking before him, and being perfect, but,, as is here 
expressly said, his believing God's power, and his reliance 
on it without any doubting, was the thing that was imputed 
to him for righteousness, as well as that other act of 
faith, that in his seed shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed: so the faith that shall be imputed to us for justifi- 
cation, is not, saith the apostle, that which includeth the 
performance of sincere obedience, npt only faith in the 
blood of Christ shed for the remission of our sins; but 
faith in him that raised up Jesus from the dead, that he Avill 
raise us also from the dead, and glorify us with him. (See 
the note on Horn. x. 9.) So also is the faith of Abraham 
and Sarah represented, Heb. xi. 11. 

Secondly, Hence also we learn that our justification de- 
pends not only on the death of Christ, but on his resurrec- 
tion : so the apostle doth again teach us, saying, Who is 
he that condemnethjis? it is Christ that died (as a piacular 



victim for our sins), yea, rather that is risen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God (presenting the blood of this 
victim in his presence for us), who (by it) also maketh in- 
tercession for us. For the clearing up of this matter, let it 
be noted, 

First, That as the victim offered under the Old Testament 
was brought to the altar, and there slain; so Christ offering 
himself for us, was also brought to the altar of the cross on 
which he suffered, as a piacular victim for us, bearing our 
sins in his own body on the tree. 

Secondly, As the blood of the beast thus slain was to be 
brought before the mercy-seat, or. into the holy of holies, 
and there presented before God to make atonement with ; 
so was the blood of Christ, thus slain also, to be carried 
into the heavenly sanctuary, and there presented before 
God to make atonement for our sins. 

Thirdly, As the beast, when dead, could not offer up its 
own blood; so Christ, being dead, could not, before his 
resurrection^ make an offering of his own blood, in the 
heavens for this end ; whence the apostle tells us, that such 
a high-priest became us, who is higher than the heavens. 
(Heb. vii. 26.) And were the opinion of some true, that 
Christ appeared not with his blood in tho heavens, he must 
be only a metaphorical high-priest, the offering or pre- 
senting of the blood before God being only the proper 
office of the priesthood, and the parallel the apostle.makes 
betwixt him and the Aaronical priests must be wholly 
overthrown: for with what congruity could the apostle in- 
sist so much on the comparison betwixt the blood of Christ 
brought into the heavenly tabernacle, aqd the blood of the 
legal sacrifices brought into the earthly tabernacle, if indeed 
the blood of Christ was not carried into the true tabernacle, 
-and there presented to God? "When the apostle saith so 
oft, the Jewish high-priest entered into the holy place with 
the blood of bulls and goats, doth he not mean, that he car- 
ried their blood in thither? When then the same apostle 
saith, Christ, not by the blood of bulls and goats, but Sid rov 
iSiov ai/iarog, by his own proper blood, entered into the holy 
place, must he not also mean, that Christ carried his own 
blood into the heavenly sanctuary ? 



, CHAP. V. 

1. THEREFORE being justified by faith (and so ab- 
solved from those sins which rendered us obnoxious to the 
displeasure of God),\vc have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ : 

2. By whom also we have access by faith into this 
(state of) grace (or favour of God), wherein we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of (the fruition of) the glory of God. • 
. 3. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 

4. And patience (gives) experience (of God's poiuerivith 
us, enabling us to bear these tribulations, and of our sincere 
affection to him, for whose sake we suffer them); and ex- 
perience (of these things worketh in us) hope (of a re- 
ward): 

5. And hope maketh (us) not ashamed (of our faith in 
Christ, Rom. i. 16.) because (a sense of) [ x ]thc love of 
God is [ 2 ] shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given to us (believers, as the earnest of our future 
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inheritance, Eph. i. 14, iv. 30. and the fruit of our faith, 
Eph. i. 13. Gal. ill. 14. * 

"G. Of which love to us, even before ive believed, the gospel 
gives us the highest demonstrations;) for when wc [ 3 ] were 
yet without strength, in due time (Gr. tve being fallen at the 
appointed time) Christ died for the ungodly, (for us, who 
since our fall had no righteousness of our own. 

7. Which surely is a high degree of love, beyond all ha- 
man example;) for scarcely for a righteous man will one 
die (I say, for a righteous man only): yet peradventurefor 
a [ 4 ] good (i. e. a highly kind and charitable) man some 
would even dare to die. > c 

8. But [ 5 ] God commendeth his love towards us, in that, 
whilst we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

9. (And if &od through Christ Jesus shewed such kind- 
ness to us, being siiiners,) much more then being justified by 
his blood (and .so made righteous in his. sight, and having 
peace With God, vcr. 1.) wc shall be saved from (the) 
Wrath (of God) through him. 

10. For if, when .we were enemies (to him), we were 
[ 6 ] reconciled to God by the death of his Son, muchmoro, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved (7] by his life'. * .' 

11. And not only so (i.e. we hre not only reconciled to ), 
but we also joy(Gr. we are rejoicing) in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom [ 8 ] we have received the atone- 
ment (or reconciliation). 

12. Wherefore, (Sm rovro,by reason of this reconciliation, 
life is procured to us by the second Adam, as death came by 
the first, for) as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin (or for sin); and so death passed upon all 
men (through him), [ 9 ] in whom all had (so far) sinned 
(as to become equally obnoxious to death with him: so the 
second Adam came to deliver all men from the death pro- 
curedby hint: 

13. Tlirough him, I say,) for (it must be indeed confessed, 
that) until the law sin was in the world : but (it must also 
be acknowledged, that) sin is not [ 10 ] (generally then) 
f u ] imputed (to death) where there is no law (coiidemning 
men to death for it). 

14. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses 
(the giver of a new law, threatening death to the trans- 
gressors of it), even over them that had not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam's transgression (i. e.men were all the 
while subject to death, though they simied not as Adam did 
against an express law, threatening death to them for it, 
and therefore death must reign over, them for the sin. of 
Adam), who (in (his) is the figure (or resemblance) of him 
that was to (L e. of the second Adam, Christ) come.* 

15. .But '( in this resemblance there are two advantageous 
dissimilitudes; for) hot as the offence, so also is the free 
gift: for if through the offence of one man [ 1C ] many be 
dead (Gr. died), much more the. grace of God, and the gift 
(of justification procured) by (or through) the grace of one 
man, Jesns Christ, hath abounded to many. ^ .* 

16. And (again) not as it was by one that sinned, so is 
the gift: for the judgment (Gr. the sentence) was by one 
(sin) to condemnation (we being all senteiwed to death on 
the account of Adams sin), but the free gift is of [ 1S ] many 
offences unto (that) justification (of which cometh life). 

17. For if by one man's offence death reigned by (that) 
one (man over all his posterity); much more they which 
receive (or are made partakers of ) abundance of grace, and 



(by it) of the [ u ] gift of righteousness (or justification), 
shall reign in life by (the reconciliation purchased for them 
by the death of) one, Jesus Christ. 

18. Therefore as by the offence of one (Gr. by one 
offence), the judgment (Gr. sentence) came upon all men 
to (the) condemnation (of death); even so by the righte- 
ousness of one (by one righteous act, the obedience of Christ 
to the death for us) the free gift came upon all menY&e- 
lieving in him) to justification of life. 

19. For as by one man's disobedience many were 
[ 1£ ] mado sinners (being made subject to the death, tvhich 
was inflicted upon Adam for sin, as much as if they thein- 
selves had violated the law which rendered him obnoxious to 
it), so by the obedience of one (sttffering death, the punish- 
ment of sin, for them) shall many.be made righteous (i. e. 
be as truly justified, and exempted from that death, tvhich is 
the punishment of sin, as if they had personally suffered; 
and also accepted and treated by God^as if indeed they had 
been righteous persons. < 

20. / say, before the law we became obnoxious to death 
by oneman's disobedience,) [ l6 ] but the law entered that the 
offence might abound (unto death, and men might be found 
obnoxious to it also, on the account of their transgressions 
against the law): but where sin (thus) abounded (unto 
death), grace did much more abound (unto life): 

21. That as sin liath reigned unto death (seizing on all 
men for it), even so grace might reign through righteous- 
ness (Gr. justification) to eternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. V. 

[»] Ver. 5. *H 'ArA'IlH rov Beov, The love of God.] To 
us thus believing. So viii. 35.39. 2 Cor. v. 14. xiii. 13. 
1 John iii. 9, 10. 

[ 2 ] 'Ekkex^tcu, I s shed abroad.] This is the word still used 
in the New Testament, wlien speaking of the effusion of 
the Holy Ghost, Acts iiM7. x.*45. Titus iii.* 6. and it is 
taken from Joel ii. 28, 29. and so this may refer to the 
Xapiaftara of the Holy Ghost, so liberally Imparted to them. 
• [ 3 ] Vcr. G. *Oi>ra>v 77jutov aa%£ v&v, XVhen tve were iveak.*] It 
may here be noted, that thc\vords a<y%evT)G,a<j%evtu),a<T%£veia, 
in the LXX. answer to the Hebrew bttQ/and signify to 
fall, and stumble to our ruin. So Psal.ix. 3. They shall 
fall andj^erish, a<T$-fv/)<Tou<n, Km cnroXovvrat, at thy presence ; 
Psal.xxvi. 4. They stumbled and fell, naSlvnaav Kaitiriaov 
Psal. cvi.*12. i)<?%ivn<jav, They fell down, and there.was none 
"to lielpthem; Prov. xxiv. 16. TlhQ wicked shall fall into mis- 
chief aaStvnaovtji Iv KaKoi$, Jier. vi. 21. I ivill lay stumbling' 
blocks before this people, and the fathers and sons shall fall 
together, a<j%zvn<jovoilv avr$, xviii. 15. Xlvi.C 12. and vcr. 
16. he made uiamj to fall, to VXrjtfoc aov fiaSlvnat, 1. 32. 
Lam. v. 15.* Dan. xi. 14* Many shall sfond up against the 
king of the south, but they shall fall f aa^tvn<xov<n. So Ver. 
19.33—35. so Hosea iv. 5. v. 5. xiv. 2. 10; 'And this im- 
port of the word suits well with the text, and so is proper 
to represent our fall by sin; and. the words following, 
ver. 8. ajuaprwXwv ovrwv rifiwv, even whilst we were sinners 
Christ died for us, do render it so probable, that 1 thought 
fit to mention it in the paraphrase. 

ii [ 4 ] Ver. 7'.] 'AyaOou is not only a virtuous, but an obliging, 
charitable man, Matt. xx. 15. Is thy eye evil, because I 
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dm good? overcome evil Iv t£ dya6$,with kindness, Rom. 
xii.21. To dyaOov aov, is thy kindness, Philem. 14. So 
dyaObg 6<pQa\fibg is the liberal eye, Ecclus. xxxv. 8. Sec 
Buxtorf. in voce W, p. 1601. 

'[f] Ver. 8. 2wf<rr??<Tt St 6 Otoe, But God commends his 
love to us.] The death of Christ is usually in Scripture re- 
presented as an instance of the great love of God the Father 
to us, because his wisdom did contrive this way of redemp- 
tion for us; (Eph. i. 4, 5.) He sent his Son into the world to K 
he the propitiation for our sins, that ive might live through 
him; (1 John iv. 9, 10.) he graciously accepted of his suf- 
fering in our stead/ and justifies us freely by his grace, 
through theredemption that is in Christ Jesus; (Rom. iii. 24.) 
He spared not his own Son, but gave him up freely for ^ts 
all: (Rom. viii. 32.) though it be also true, Hint- -Christ, 
lovedus, and gave himself for us ;(Gal. ii. 20. Eph. v.2.)arid 
that this love, of Christ ought to constrain us to obedience. 
(2 Cor. v. 14.) .: 

[ 6 ] Ver. 10. 'Ev ry £o>£ avrov, By his life.] He being able 
to save ns to the uttermost, because he ever lives to make in- 
tercession for us; (Heb. vii. 25.) and having all power com- 
mitted to him, that he mightgive eternal life to them whom 
God hath given him. (John xvii. 2.) 

[J] KaTr)X\ayt)fizv no Gz<$, We were reconciled to God.] 
Here are many arguments to establish the doctrine of our 
Lord's satisfaction by sufFering in our stead, to reconcile an 
offended God to us. For, ; * 

First, When it is here said, that Christ died for the un- 
godly, 1 Pet. iii. 18. that when ive were yet sinners Christ 
died for us, 1 Cor. v. 15. and elsewhere, that he siiffered 
for our siris, the just for the unjust, Heb. i. 9. 1 Pet. iv. 1.' 
in these, and such-like places, one of these two thing's is 
intimated, that our Lord suffered in our stead, or that he 
bore the punishment of our sin : this being the plain import 
of the like expressions when they are used in the Old or 
New Testament. For when we read in the Old Testament, 
TJie fathers shall not be put to death for the children, nor', 
the children- for the fathers; every man shall be put to death 
for his own sin, Dcut. xxiv. 17. of Amaziah, that he slew 
those servants thatjiad murdered the king his father, but- 
the children of .those murderers he slew not, according to 
thdsewords df Moses; Tlie fathers shall not beput to death, 
ovk diroOavovvrat, they shall not die for the children; &c. 
2 Kings xiv. G. 2 Chroul xxv. 4. and in the prophet Eze- 
kiel, The soul that sinneth, it shall die; the son shall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, nor shall the father bear the 
iniquity of the son, t Ezck. xviii. 'in all these places it is 
plain no substitution is intended, because no exemption of 
the father, because the son ; or of the son, because the 
father suffers : but then it is plainly intimated, that the 
one in this case would bear the punishment of the other's 
sin. But when David saith concerning Absalom, Would 
God I had died for thee, O Absalom, t(q $$ rbv Savarov 
liov avri aov ;' 2 Sam. xviii. 33. that my death might have 
gone instead of thine ! when here the apostle saith, that 
scarcely for a righteous person one would die, but for a good 
man some would even dare' to die; there evidently a sub- 
stitution is intended of the one to free the other from' 
death by the death ho suffers. AVhen therefore the apostle 
before and after these words saith, Christ died for the un- 
godly, and the sinner, must he not also signify that our 
Lord died in their stead, to deliver them from death? It is 



evident beyond exception, that in all piacular sacrifices,. 
both Jew' and gentile always took this for granted, that the 
victim suffered in their stead, and for their sins/ Since 
then the Socinians own that our Lord suffered as " victima 
piacularis," or an expiatory sacrifice, surely both Jew and 
gentile must conceive that all these phrases did import, 
that our Lord suffered in our stead, and for our sins. 

, Secondly, A second argument is taken from the reconcilia- 
tam,mentioned as the effect of our Lord's suffering for us; 
for seeing it is alone the guilt of sin, or sin unpardoned, that 
maketh God displeased with us, the death which ishcre 
said to procure our peace and reconciliation to God,' must 
make atonement for the guilt of our iniquities. 

Crellius replies, that by reconciliation here the apostle 
intends not God's reconciliation to us, but ours to God, 
by that conversion to him, which maketh us at friendship 
with him. But this may be refuted, 

First, From the import of the words KaraXXarrew and 
KctToXkayr}, for they do naturally import the reconciliation, 
of one that is angry or displeased with us, both in profane 1 
and Jewish writers ; thus, iv rivt diaXXaynatTat; in what 
shall David reconcile himself to his Lord? ISam. xxix. 4. 
AVhen Apame, the famous concubine, was angry with king 
Darius, he flattered her owiog StdXXayy avr$, that she might 
be reconciled to him, 1 Esd. iv. 21. After the reviling or 
falling out of friends, iar\ SiaWayv, there is, or may be, re- 
conciliation, saith the son of Sirach, Ecclus. xxii. 22. 
The Jews in Egypt pray for those in Judea, that the Lord 
would hear their prayer, Kcti KaraXXaydr), and be reconciled 
to them, 2 Mace. i. 5. adding, that as Jerusalem was 
forsaken through the wrath of the Almighty/ so Iv ry rov. 
fieydkov A€<t7totou KaraXXayy, when the great God was re- 
conciled, it tvas set tip with glory, v. > 20. /And again,, 
though the Lord, say they, be angry with us a little while, 
for our chastisement and correction, ndXtv KaTaWayrjcrerai, 
he will again be reconciled to his servants, .vii. 33. And 
they beseech the Lord dgrikog mrdXkayrivai, to be recon-* 
cited to his servants for ever, viii. 29. AVhence we 'learn/ 
that reconciliation always respectetti some preceding an- 
ger or displeasure ; and that the reconciling of God, was' 
the appeasing of his anger: when therefore we here read iii 
the same words/ of enemies reconciled to God, and so saved 
from his wrath, what can we imagine, but that a God once 
angry and offended with them, is now appeased ? And when 
.we farther read, that this reconciliation was effected by the 
death and blood of Christ, is it not obvious to conceive his' 
wrath and anger was averted by the shedding, this blood 
for us? 

Secondly, It is evident, that when we were sinners Clirist 
died for us, ver. 8. and when we were enemies, we were recon-' 
died to God by the death of his Son, ver. 10. are words of 
the same import; for seeing these words, Christ died for* 
us, and Christ shed his blood for us, signify the same thing, 
and by his blood shed we arc reconciled; it is evident that 
Christ dying for us, and Christ reconciling us by his death, 
or blood shed for us, must be the" same ; now we are justi- 
fied by his blood, as it procures our peace ivith God, ver. l.\ 
as it saves us from his wrath, ver. 9. Therefore we arc re- 
conciled to God by it on the same account. 

Thirdly/Wo being here considered as sinners, ungodly, 
enemies to God, as persons who have, upon that account ? 
fallen short of the glory, that is, saith Crellius, of the ap- 
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probation of God, (Rom. iii. 23.) is there no need of recon- 
ciling God unto such persons? And when under these 
circumstances wc are said to be justified through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus, (Rom. iii. 25, 2G.) and 
being justified, to have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, can we conceive that nothing was done by 
this Jesus to procure God's reconciliation to the sinner, or 
to purchase his peace with an offended God ? Especially 
if wc consider that the death of Christ here mentioned, as 
that by which we are reconciled to God, is the death of him 
who suffered as a sin-offering for us; the blood, by which 
wc arc justified, is the blood of atonement, or propitiation, 
or the blood shed to make reconciliation for the sins of the 
people. (Heb. ii. 17.) 

[**] Ver. 11. Trjv KaraWayrjv tXafiofxtv, We have received 
the atonement.'] Crellius excepts against this interpretation, 
alleging, that to receive or obtain reconciliation, is a phrase 
unknown to Jew and gentile; and would have the words 
rendered thus, By whom we have obtained this conversion to 
God: but to obtain reconciliation, when it is the effect of 
blood shed for the remission of sins, is very proper; for it 
was the constant practice under the law to procure recon- 
ciliation by shedding the blood of the sin-offering; and all 
nations by this means endeavoured to reconcile God to 
them, and what reconciliation the priest, by offering this 
blood, procured; the sinner received and obtained ; and 
therefore to receive atonement or obtain reconciliation, by 
an expiatory sacrifice, must be a thing very well known to 
Jew and gentile : but to receive conversion by it, is indeed 
a phrase unknown to them, and the whole church of Christ. 
Moreover, this note of Crellius shews his little skill in the 
Greek, for as Sapixoc Xajifiavuv is to be courageous, Acts 
xxviii. 15. dpxrjv Xajuj3dv£iv is to begin, X)/0??v Xajuj3av£iv is 
to forget, Heb. ii. 3. iiro/xv^atv Xajuj3av«v to remember, 
2 Tim. i. 5. irtipav Xa/*j3av«v to experiment, Heb. ix. 3G. 
okoSojurjv Xa/ij3av«v to be edified, 1 Cor. xiv. 15. so KaraX- 
\ayr\v Xa/ij3av£(v is to be reco?iciled, as noxam capere is to 
be hurt. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 12.'E0' $, In whom.] The critics have been very 
industrious to find some other sense of- these words, than 
that which our translation gives, some rendering this last 
clause, for that, some, because all have sinned. But our 
exposition is confirmed beyond all contradiction from the 
following words, which declare, that by the sin of one man, 
many die; and that by the sin of one, death reigned by one; 
i.nd that by one offence the sentence of death cametipon all, 
ver. 15 — 18. All which are parallel to the expression here, 
that death came upon all men through Adam, in whom 
(saith the same apostle) all men die. (1 Cor.xv. 22.) And 
the words following, that by the disobedience of one many 
were made sinners, arc plainly parallel to these, in whom all 
have sinned. 

•2. None of the other senses are true, or suitable to the 
scope and argument of the apostle ; v. g. It is not true 
that death came upon all men, for that, or because all have 
sinned. For the apostle directly here asserts the contrary; 
viz. that the death, and condemnation to it, which befel all 
men, was for the sin of Adam only : for hero it is expressly 
said, that by the sin of one man many died ; that the sentence 
was from one, aud by one man sinning to condemnation ; 
and that by the sin of one, death reigned by one : therefore 
the apostle doth expressly teach us, that this death, this 



condemnation* to it, came not upon us for the sin of all, but 
only for the sin of one, i. e. of that one Adam, in whom 
all men die. (1 Cor. xv. 22.) 

He also farther teacheth, that this death and condem- 
nation came upon all for one sin of that one man, for it 
came, Si' hoc 7ra/>a7rrw/iaroc, by one offence upon all men ; 
it came not therefore upon all men for the sin of all : and 
this the comparison plainly requires, which saith, the op- 
posite justification and free gift came upon all men by one 
man, Jesus Christ ; by the obedience of one, and di Ivbg dt- 
KatiifiaToc, by one righteousness, ver. 16 — 19. L e. by the 
obedience to the death of that one man. Yea, the apostle 
doth, 

3. Not only thus plainly and frequently assert, that 
death came upon all men for the sin of Adam, but he proves 
it by this argument; that death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression ; i. e. against a law threatening death to them 
for sin ; they therefore, saith he, could not die for their 
own sins: for though indeed they were then sinners, yet 
being under no such law as Adam .was, their sin was not 
imputed to death, and so they could not die on that ac- 
count; death therefore came upon them, as I asserted, 
through the sin of Adam. 

[ l0 ] Ver. 13.] I add, generally: because though all men 
died after Adam, all were not punished with death for 
their own personal sin, but only the antediluvians and the 
Sodomites., 

Here also note, that the apostle cannot be rationally 
conceived to assert, as Mr. L. suggests, that no man can 
incur a penalty without the sanction of a positive law de- 
claring and establishing that penalty. For this assertion 
entirely destroys the obligation of the heathens to perform 
any duty, since no man can be obliged to do that, which he 
may omit without fear of punishment, and renders the hea- 
thens, who had no positive law given them, incapable of 
incurring any penalty by any sins they had committed. 
The meaning therefore of the apostle seems to be only this, 
that the law threatening death to Adam, being not made to 
all mankind, but to him alone, all men, good and bad, could 
not then generally die for their own sins ; but this mortality 
fell on them all without distinction in that interval on tho 
account of that one sin of Adam, which rendered all his 
posterity subject to that mortality he had incurred by his 
sin; wherefore to say, that all men were not subject to 
mortality by reason of the sin of Adam, would be to con- 
tradict St. Paul : hut to say, that they, who were swept 
away by the flood with an untimely death, did not die for 
their own, but for Adam's sin, is to contradict God himself, 
saying, J will destroy man from the earth, for the iniquity 
of man is very great, &c. (Gen. v.) 

["] 'A/xapria h ovk iWoytirat, Sin was not imputed.] Tho 
apostle doth not mean that God did not account them sin- 
ners who transgressed against the law of nature, or that 
he was not displeased with them for their offences, but 
only that he did not so impute them, as to condemn them 
to death for them. To make this out, and to give you the 
true import of the word imputation, let it be observed, 

First, That wherever this phrase occurs affirmatively, 
that such a thing was imputed to any one, it is some per- 
sonal thing or action of our own, and not any thing of an- 
other's, which is thus said to be imputed. As when it is 
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said, Rom. ii. 26. that if the uncircuincision keep the 
righteousness of the law, his tincircumcision on that account 
etc ntpiTOfirjv XoyiaSfotTai, shall be accounted for circumci- 
sion, i. e. he shall be accepted as well as if he were circum- 
cised. So Rom. iv. 3. Abraham believed God, and it (that 
is, his faith) was imputed to him for righteousness : for so it 
is explained, ver. 5. To him thatworketh not, but believeth, 
his faith is imputed to him for righteousness : and, ver. 9. We 
say, that faith was imputed to Abraham for righteousness. 
(See Gal. iii. G. James ii. 23.) And of our faith in him that 
raised Christ from the dead, it is said, Rom. iv. 24. that 
it sliall be imputed to us for righteousness. 

Secondly, When the phrase is used' with a negative, or 
when sin is said to be imputed, or not to be imputed, it is 
not only a man's own personal sin that is intended ; but the 
nonimputation of it, is the not inflicting some condign pu- 
nishment upon him for it. So Rom. iv. 8. Blessed is the 
man to whom the Lord imputeth no sin; which being spoken 
on the account of God's heavy hand on David tor his sin, 
Psal. xxxii. 2 — 4. shews that the import of it must be this; 
Blessed is the man whom God doth not punish for his ini- 
quity. So 2 Tim. iv. 16. In my first answer no man stood 
by me, fifj avroTc XoyiaStfT), may it not be imputed to them, 
i. e. let them not suffer for it. So 2 Sam. xvi. 19. Shimei 
speaks to David thus, ju^ \oyi<ja<j$<o 6 Kvpiog fxov avojxiav, 
Let not theJLord impute to me mine iniquity ; i. e. let him 
not remember it to punish it. When therefore it is said, 
2 Cor. v. 19. that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
to himself, iii) XoyiZouivog, not imputing to them their iniqui- 
ties ; the meaning is, that for Christ's sake he was pleased 
to exempt them from the punishment of their transgressions: 
so in like manner here, sin is said notto be imputed, whilst 
there is no law ; not that God did not look upon men then 
as sinners, but that he did not punish them with death for 
it, but that they died a mere death, as being the offspring of 
Adam made mortal. 

Hence note, that in the Scripture there is no mention of 
the imputation, either of one man's si)i, or of his righteous- 
ness, unto another, but only of the imputation of his good 
deeds for righteousness, or of his evil deeds for punish- 
ment. Secondly, That the punishment of Adam's sin de- 
volved upon his whole posterity, is fully proved from this 
chapter: but it is not here said, that they were truly and 
formally made sinners by his sin. So likewise, that for the 
obedience of one unto the death many were made righ- 
teous, and .were delivered from that death to which they 
were obnoxious, we aro assured from this, and other 
Scriptures; but that they were made formally righteous by 
our Saviour's righteousness imputed to them, the Scripture 
doth no where assert. * 

[ 12 ] Ver. 15. Ot 7roXXol tnriQavov,Many were dead.] When 
God said to Adam, In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou 
shalt die, he did not mean that he should then give up the 
ghost, but that he should be subject to mortality, and at 
the last return to the dust from whence he came; as ex- 
perience shewed, and as the fathers interpret it. Now in 
this sense, that of the, apostle is most true, that in Adam 
all die, i. e. became obnoxious to mortality : but it is not 
true that all men die only on the account of Adam's sin. 
The old world was drowned on the account of their own 
sins, and the Jews suffered both by the hand of God and 
man, for sins committed against the law; and this perhaps 

vol. v. , 



might be the reason why the apostle sailh, not by the 
offence of one all, bnt many, died. The advantage there^ 
fore here mentioned, may consist in this,. that all'that die, 
die not purely for the sin of Adam, but many times bring 
death upon themselves for their own sin; butall that are 
justified, and so freed from death, are thus exempted from 
it only by virtue of the death of Christ. This is the doc- 
trine both of the Jews and of the church of Christ: not 
that all formally sinned in Adam, but that all men became 
obnoxious to death for Adam's sin. God (saith the author 
of the book of Wisdom) created man to be immortal; but 
through the envy. of the devil, death entered into the world, 
Wisd." ii. 23, 24. By the woman was the beginning of sin,, 
and by her we all die, sailh the son of Siraeh, Ecelus. 
xxv. 24. By the counsel tvhich the serpent gave to Eve, all 
the inhabitants of the earth became obnoxious to deaths saith 
the Targum on Ruth iv. ver. ult. And the same Chaldee 
paraphrase upon Eccles. vii. the last verse, saith, God made 
man pure and upright, but the serpent and Eve .seduced 
him to eat of the fruit of the tree, and so they made death 
to rush upon Mm, and upon all the inhabitants of the, earth. 

[ ls ] Ver. 16. 'Ek ttoWwv irapaTTTWfxaTtov, , From many of- 
fences.'] This is the second advantageous difference, viz. 
that whereas we became obnoxious to death for one sin of. 
Adam, we by faith in Christ are justified, and thereby * 
freed not only from the. condemnation which came upon 
us for that sin, but also from the condemnation due unto « 
us for all our offences against God. » . 

Note also, that the word tcpl^a, especially .when .it is 
joined with death, doth usually signify a sentence condemn- 
ing any person; icpifia Savarov is the sentence of death, 
Deut. xxi. 22. So Luke xxiv. 20. The high-priests and 
rulers delivered up Jesus tig Kgijxa Savarov, to the sentence of 
death. Seexxiii.40. Ecelus. xli. 2. O death, how accepts 
able is to Kgiua <rov thy sentence to the needy? And, ver. 3. 
Fear not Kpifia Savarov the sentence of death. Remember 
them that have been before thee 9 and that come after thee, 

TOVTO TO KpLUa TTapCL KVplOV 7TaCTfl (JCLpKX, for this IS tlie Sentence , 

of the Lord over all flesh. > 

[ W J Ver. 15. f H Swpta ly \agiri. Ver. 17. 'H Swpca §(ica(cr. 
vvvnt;, The gift of righteousness.] I have interpreted these 
phrases of the gift of justification, as others do; but it is 
very probable that they may import the Holy Spirit given 
in baptism, and upon faith, to the believers of those times, 
who being made sons by faith in Christ, received the Spirit 
of adoption, Rom. viii. 14 — 16. Gal. iv. 6. and believing, 
were sealed with the Spirit of promise, Eph. i. 13. for he is 
styled emphatically ?/ Swpca lirovgdviog, the heavenly gift, 
Heb. vi. 4. n Swpta, the gift, Acts xi. 17. y Swpta Gcou, the 
gift of God, Acts viii. 20. the gift of the grace of God, 
Eph. iii. 7. n §wp*a .tqv Xpiarov, the gift of Christ, Eph. 
iv. 7. the gift of the Holy Ghost, Acts ii. 38. x, 45. So the 
Holy Ghost, given to the prophets and holy men of old, is 
by the primitive Christians usually styled n avtidtv ml roue 
aytovc av$pag liri\Qov<ja Swpca, the gift coming froxn above 
upon holy men, Just. Mart. adra. Gr. p, 9. B. p. 11. D. p. 
30. D. p. 31. C. 

[ 15 ] Ver. 19. 'AjuoprwXot Kar«<rra0»?aav ot iroWoi, Naity 
were made sinner^.] In the exposition of this, and of the. 
phrase in the twelfth verse, in whom all have sinned, I fol- 
low the Greek expositors, Chrysostom, Thcodoret, CEcu- 
meniu3, and Thcophylact, upon the place : and to make. 
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good the interpretation, I shall shew first the inconsistency 
of any other sense/ascribed to them, with tho text, with 
Scripture, and with reason. And, 

First, It cannot be truly affirmed that we all actually 
and formally sinned in Adam, nnd upon that account were 
mado sinners; for then it was not by the disobedience of 
one, but of many, that many were made sinners: (2.) then 
death, the punishment of sin, came upon all, not fQr the sin 
of one, or for one sin of that one man, but for the sin of 
all; both which things I have plainly proved to be con- 
trary, to the express words of the- apostle. Then (3.) all 
men must have sinned after the similitude of Adam's trans- 
gression; for if we all sinned in or with him, wc must sin 
by the same act, the same will, and in the same person, 
against the same law ; and surely they that thus sin, must 
sin after the similitude of Adanis transgression : for what 
dissimilitude can there be in sins committed by the same 
act, and the same will, of one and the same person, against 
fhe same law? But of the posterity of Adam, the apostle 
here expressly saith, they sinned not after the similitude of- 
Adam*s transgression, therefore they were not sinners by 
the same act and will, of the same person, against the 
same law. Moreover, if all the posterity of Adam sinned 
in Adam, they sinned against some law given to them, for 
sin is the transgression of a law, and where there is no law 
there is no transgression: now they could sin in Adam, so 
as to deserve death for their sin, only by sinning against 
the law requiring Adam not to eat of the forbidden fruit: 
for Adam himself became guilty of death only by trans- 
gressing that law, but all the posterity of Adam cannot be 
said to have sinned against that law, for when did they sin 
against it? If when Adam did so, then all his posterity 
must be actually sinners from the beginning of the world, 
i. e. some thousands of years before the greatest part of 
them had a being: now seeing action must be the action 
of some being, does it not seem absurd at first sight to 
say, 'that so many myriads were actually sinners, when they 4 
were not in being? and when they came into the world, 
they could not sin in Adam, or in his action, for he did not 
then eat of the forbidden fruit in the midst of Paradise. 
Again, we cannot sin against a law which is not in being ; 
since therefore there is now no Paradise, and no forbidden 
fruit in being, we cannot be obliged by any law of God 
now not to eat of the fruit in the midst of Paradise, and so 
cannot be sinners by transgressing against such a law. 
, Secondly^ It cannot truly be affirmed that we all sinned 
in Adam, and by his disobedience were made sinners, be- 
cause his sin and disobedience was imputed to us : for I 
have shewed already, that the Scripture no where maketh 
the least mention of. any thing of another's imputed to a 
man for reward or guilt, but only of some personal thing 
or action of our own : see note on ver. 14. Moreover, this 
imputation cither makes the sin of Adam truly ours, or it 
doth hot: if it doth not, how can we be made sinners by 
it? if it doth, then death came upon us for our sin; and so 
not for the sin of one, but for the sin 'of all, which is the 
thing disproved already, note on ver. 12. (3.) I ask, whe- 
ther this imputation made the posterity of Adam sinners, 
or whether it found thcin so before ? If it found them so 
before, it was plainly needless, for they might have been 
condemned to death without it : if it made them so, then, 
since this imputation is the act of God, and not of man, it 



plainly follows that God must be the author of that sin, be- 
cause the imputation flows immediately from him, without 
the intervention of any action on the part of any of those 
men to whom it is imputed. Moreover, then the imputa- 
tion must be false, as charging them with sin whom he did 
not find sinners, but only by his arbitrary imputation made 
them so. Now far be it from any Christian to affirm, that 
God should falsely impute sin to anyman. In a word, 
XoytZtaSai and imputare, is to reckon, to account a thing to 
any man, to charge him with it, to lay the charge of it to 
him. This action therefore on God's part must suppose, 
in the very nature of it, some action done by the posterity 
of Adam which is blameworthy, and may be justly charged 
upon them, before there can be any ground for imputation 
of it; and this shews that it is impossible, that the imputa- 
tion should be the very thing that renders them blame- 
worthy, or persons worthy to be charged with guilt. And 
yet if the sin of Adam becomes ours only by imputation, 
it must, be ours only, because it is by God imputed to us, 
and not imputed because it is ours ; that is, God by this 
imputation must make us sinners, and not find us such ; 
for this imputation is the action of the Judge, not of the 
supposed criminal ; remove or take away this action, and 
no crime can be charged upon him. In fine, if the sin of 
Adam becomes Ours only by imputation, it deserves con- 
demnation only by the same imputation, z. e. by the action 
of God; that therefore we deserve condemnation for it, is 
to be ascribed directly to the action of God, and only by 
accident to that of Adam. Whence therefore is our destruc- 
tion, according to this opinion, but of God, who makes us 
worthy of condemnation, by imputing to us that sin, which 
by his imputation only we stand guilty of? 

These interpretations being so inconsistent with the 
apostle's words, and with the plainest evidence of reason, 
I am forced to prefer before them that of the Greek 
fathers, via. that we all sinned .in Adam, i. e. by becom- 
ing obnoxious to that death which was the punishment of 
his sin, and that by one man's disobedience many tvere 
made sinners, by being subject to the death, and temporal 
calamities and miseries, which came upon all mankind for 
Adam's sin ; so that we become sinners in him, or by his 
disobedience, by a metonymy of the effect, by suffering 
the punishment which God had threatened to him for it, 
as the. experience of all men and women shew we do in all 
the parts of the threat; atid this is a common sense of the 
word chattah, which signifies both sin and the punishment 
of it. So Gen. iv. 7. If thou doest evil, chattaath, sin lieth 
at the door; that is, the punishment of sin, ver. 13. So 
Gen. xix. 15. Make haste, saith the angel to Lot, and 
escape lest thou be consumed TfiD, in the sin of the city, i. e. 
in the punishment of the city ; Inplaga descendente propter 
culpam incolaram urbis, Arab. And Gen. xxxi. 39. Jacob 
speaks to Laban thus, That which was torn of beasts, 
rUttm* VM tyo> airirivvvov, " pcenas dabam," I suffered for 
it; the sin tvas upon me, saith Abcn Ezra. Gen. xliii. 9. 
Judah speaks thus to Jacob concerning Benjamin, If I 
bring him not again, lb VMtOrn xifxapriiKwe taojucu ac crf> 
i. e. I will suffer punishment; see xlii. 37. i. e. let me 
bear the blame; so also xliv. 32. So Bath-sheba said to 
David, I and thy son Solomon shall be D^Dn cijuaprwAoi, 
sinners, 1 Kings i. 21. that is, we shall be punished as sin- 
tiers, and be in danger of our life. 'So WWV tob "impium 
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non faciet,";/ie will not condemn him, Psal. xxxvii. 33. 
*BWV ^3 DT% "et sanguinem innocentein condemnabunt," 
Psal. xciv. 21. so also Job ix. 20. So the lepers say one 
tp-another, We do not well if ice tarry till the morning-light, 
then toe shall be found sinners, 2 Kings vii.*9. V. e. we shall 
be punished by the king. And Zech. xiv. 19. This shall 
be DHSD'/INBn, 'AfiapTla AiyvTrrov, the punishment of Egypt, 
and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep 
the feast of taberftacles. This phrase of bearing sin is con- 
stantly used in this sens6 ; as when it is said, 1KI£>\ DNion, 
they shall bear their iniquity, they shall die, Lev. xx. 20. 
and afiaprtav kojjuovvtch, cnrofoovrai, Lev. xx. 17. 19. Numb, 
xiv. 34. \{}\p£a$t afiapriac ' vputv, Lam. v. 7. vttI<txo^£v ra t 
avofxfifiaTa avrwv, tve have borne their iniquity. If there- 
fore afxaprla in the Old Testament so often signifies the 
punishment of sin, which in this case was death, what ex? 
ception can be made against these words of Chrysostom,* 
What is the meaning of these words, In whom all have 
sinned? It is this, he falling, even they ivho didnot eat of the 
tree were by him made mortal ;— even as if they themselves 
liad fallen (sailh Theophylactf) when he did. For, saith 
Theodoret, He being obnoxious to the decree of death, in 
that state he begat Cain, and Abel> and others, airavTtgovv 
<[>e Ik tolovtov tpvvrtg SvrjTt)v tT^ov T))v (pv<Tiv, all therefore 
became mortal, as being begotten of one that was mortal. 
And seeing it is said afiapruiXol, or TfyuaprrjKoree iaovtcu, 
4 they shall be sinners, who are to suffer punishment; why 
may not these Avords, by the disobedience of one many were 
made sinners, admit the sense which Chrysostom^ (Ecu- 
menius, and Theophylact, give them? Tovriariv virzvOvvoi 
KoXaazt, Kai jcara&fcoi Savdrot/, They shall for his disobedience 
be subject unto death and punishment, the effects of sin: 
For (saith St. Chrysostom) it is no absurdity to say, that 
he sinning, and so being mortal, they who proceed from him 
should be mortal also; but how can it justly follow, that by 
his disobedience another should be made a sinner, for such a 
one will be found to deserve no punishment, as not being per- 
sonally a sinner ? To S£ Ik ttjc 7rapaic07Jc Ixelvov I'repov ajxap- 
twAov ytv£a%at irolav aicoXovQiav <?X°ty > zvpzOnazTai yap ovtw 
j/rj$l Suerjv o^eiAwv 6 roiovrog, ttyg fxfj oIkoBzv yiyovzv ctfiap- 
twXoc. It is true, we meet not with the Avords fifiaprov 
and afiapTuiXol KCLTtaraOriaav, in this sense elsewhere in the 
New Testament; but then this may be, because the com- 
parison is not elsewhere made, betwixt the first Adam, and 
the effects of his disobedience, and the second Adam, and 
the effects of his obedience to the death; and because the 
opposite phrase, StKatot KanaraO^aav, required that the 
words opposed should be used in the raetonymical sense : 
for when the apostle saith, by the obedience of one man 
many were made righteous, it is evident he spoke not of 
Christ's active obedience, but of bis passive obedience, or 
suffering death for us. For (1.) the whole chapter is em- 
ployed in setting forth the benefits accruing to us by his 
death, ver. 6. 8 — 11. (2.) The effect of this, obedience is 
our justification; now that, through the whole Scripture, 
and in this very chapter, is constantly ascribed to the death 
of Christ, and his blood shed for us, ver. 9, 10. 16 — 18. 
(3.) The disobedience by which many were made sinners, 
is plainly declared by the apostle, to be one single act of 

* T* Ji i<rn, itf m itfattt tjjwapxw \ ixii'vou flris^vToj, xal c! fxh <$>ayerrif aftl rev ££\w 
yty&artv i£ ixi-W wa»rtc &wto». Chrjrstosl. io locum. 

t *Sl( a* *&\ *vr»l vrraisitrrt; ttfat SaitVc; XitT&M*. Tfc»ophyl. in locum. 



disobedience in Adam, and therefore the obedience op- 
posed to if cannot in reason be the active obedience of 
Christ's Avhole life, but that obedience to the death Avhich 
the apostle mentions, Phil. ii. 6. 8. • Now by this passive 
obedience we cannot be made formally righteous, but only 
metonymically, by being made partakers of that freedom 
from the condemnation and guilt of sin, and that recon- 
ciliation which Christ purchased by his meritorious death 
and passion. Dissolvens enim earn, qua ab initio in ligno 
facta fuerat, inobedientiam, obediens factus est usque ad 
mortem, mortem atttem cruets, earn qua in ligno fuerat in- 
obedientiam,per earn quce in ligno fuerat obedientiam sanqns. 
Ireri. lib. v. cap. 56. 

Moreover, we in the New Testament find frequently ex- 
pressions equivalent to these; as (1.) when Christ is said 
to bear our sins, only because he bore the punishment due 
to them. (2.) When he is said to be made sin for us, 2 Cor. 
v. 21. he being made so not by contracting the guilt 
of our sins, but only by suffering punishment for our ini- 
quities : and when he is said to appear a second time, 
X^pk afxapTiae, without sin, Heb. ix. 28. i. e. without an- 
other sacrifice, in which he was td suffer for our sin : and 
when it is said that by sin, Rom. viii. 2. f. e. by his sacrifice 
for it, he condemned sin for the flesh. And (3.) Avhen he is 
said to be made a curse for us, Gal. iii. 13. he being only 
so by suffering the death which the law styled accursed, 
and not as being so in the sight of God. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 20. "Iva TrAeovatrpTo 7rapa7TTU)fxa, The law entered 
that sin might abound unto death.'] Hence it is styled, the 
letter that killeth, the ministry of death and of condemna- 
tion, 2 Cor. iii. 6—9. and is said to subject all that are un- 
der it to a curse, Gal. iii. 10. 

CHAP. VI. 

1. WlIAT shall we say then? [*] shall Ave continue in 
sin (Gr. what do we say then? do tve say this? Let us 
who have received this grace, continue still in sin), that grace 
may abound (towards its? that is do tve by declaring that 
tve are justified freely by grace, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus, iii. 24. anddhat as sin abounded, grace 
did more abound, v. 20. give occasion to this inference?) 

2. God forbid /we should make any such inference from, 
or any use of, this doctrine, so contrary to that very baptism 
by which we enter into the Christian covenant and put on 
Christ, for) how shall we who are dead (Gr. have died) 
to sin (by our baptism, or entrance into the Christian cove- 
nant), live any longer therein? 

3. (For) know ye not, that as many (of us) as were bap- 
tized into (and by that baptism professed ourselves. disciples 
of) Jesus Christ, were baptized into (the likeness of) his 
death ? ( and so engaged to die unto sin, as he did for sin, 
1 Pet. iv. 1, 2. and to live to him that died for us, and rose 
again ? 2 Cor. v. 15. 

4. For) therefore we are [ 5 ] buried with him by baptism 
(plunging us under the water) into (a conformity to his) 
death (which put his body under the earth): that like as 
Christ Avas raised up from the dead by the glory-fows 
power) of the Father, even so we also ("thus dead in bap- 
tism) should (rise with him, and) walk in newness of life. 

5. For if we have been planted together in the likeness 
of his death (by dying unto sin), we shall be also in the 
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likeness of his resurrection, (by being so risen from our 
death unto sin, as never to let siri have any more dominion 
over us, but dying unto sin once for all, and henceforth 
living unto God, vcr. 9,. 10. or ive shall rise to a life im- 
mortal, ver. 8. as he hath done. 

6. And thus tee- stand engaged to die to sin ,) knowing 
this, that our old man is (was) crucified with him, that the 
body of sin (i. e. the appetites of the body which subject us 
to sin) might be destroyed,' that henceforth wo might not 
serve sin, (for he bore our sins in his own body on the cross, 
that ive being dead to sin, might live unto righteousness, 
1 Pet. ii. 24. 

7. Which we shall not do if we be truly deadunto.it;) 
for he that is dead is free from sin, (1 Pet. iv. 4. he sins no 
more.) 

8. Now if we be (thus) dead with Christ, we believe that 
[ s ] we shall also live with him (not a spiritual only, but a 
happy and immortal life : 

9. And thus conformed to his death tve should be, and 
therefore) knowing that Christ being raised from the dead 
(now) dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over 
him. • . 

10. For in that he died, de died [ 4 ] once to sin (or for 
sin, t. e. that he died to the putting away of sin, Heb. ixl 
26.28. he died thus once for all): but in that he liveth, he 
liveth unto God; (i. e. the, life he liveth is an eternal life, 
wholly dedicated to the glory of God, Phil. ii. 9—11.) 

11. [ 3 ] Likewise reckon ye all yourselves to be indeed 
dead unto sin, but living to God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

12. Let not sin therefore reign in your, mortal body, 
[ 6 ] that you should obey it in the lust thereof. 

13. Neither yield ye your members (any longer) as in- 
struments of unrighteousness to sin : but yield (up) your- 
selves (entirely) to (the service of) God ? as those that are 
(with Christ) alive from the dead, and (yield) your mem- 
bers as instruments of righteousness to God. 

14. (And say not this is beyond your strength, seeing the 
law in your members lead you captive to sin;) [ 7 ] for sin 
shall not have dominion over you : for you are not under 
the (pedagogy of) the law (which gives the knowledge of 
sin, but not sufficient strength to mortify it), but under 
(that economy of) grace (which affords that spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus, which frees us from the law of sin and death). 

15. What then ? Shall we (go on in) sin, because we are 
nx>t under the law (which condemns us for every transgres- 
sion), but under (that covenant of) grace (which allows 
the pardon, and promises the forgiveness of it ? Heb. viii. 
12.) God forbid (tliat we should continue in the sins for- 
bidden 1>y the law, because we are not under the law). 

16. Know ye not (this), that to whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey 
(and from him you must expect your wages); whether (you 
be the servants) of sin to (receive the wages of sin, which 
is) death, or ( the servants of God) by obedience to (the 
obtaining the fruits of) righteousness ? 

17. But [ 8 ] God be thanked, that (and, God be thanked 
that though formerly, ver. 19.) yo were the servants of sin, 
but (yet since your conversion) you have obeyed from the 
heart that form of (Christian) doctrine which was deli- 
vered to you. 

18. Being then (for being) made free from ( the law of) 



sin, (by the grace and assistance of that Spirit of life, the 
gospel ministers, Rom. viii. 2.) ye became servants unto 
righteousness. 

19. I speak [ 9 ] after the manner of men, because of the 
infirmity of your flesh : for as you have yielded your mem- 
bers servants to uncleanness, and to iniquity to (commit) 
iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to 
righteousness, unto holiness. 

20. ( Now, I say, for before you could not do it,) for 
when you were the servants of sin, ye were free from 
righteousness, (doing then no service at all to it. 

21. And that you may not be still enamoured with your 
former service unto sin, I ask,) what fruit had you then 
in (from) those things of which you arc now ashamed? 
(surely none ivorthyto be compared with the fruits of righ- 
teousness,) for the end of those things is death. 

,22. But now being made free from sin, and become ser- 
vants to God, you have (at present) your fruit unto holi- 
ness, and the end thereof (mil be) everlasting life. 

23. For [ 10 ] the wages of sin (to its servants) is death ; 
but the gift of God (to his servants) is eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VI. 

[*] Ver. 1.] NOTE here, that if the faith, to which St, 
Paul in this Epistle doth ascribe justification, did not only 
oblige us to, but even comprehend, evangelical and constant 
obedience, there could be no colour for this objection; that 
therefore must be a mistake. 

[ ? ] Ver. 4. Sv^cra^r/jLtcv ovv avrtjj dia rov (ia-rrri<Tfiarog, We 
are buried with him in baptism.] It being so expressly de- 
clared here, and Colos. ii. 12. that ive are buried with 
Clirist in baptism, by being buried underwater; and the 
argument to oblige us to a conformity to his death, by 
dying to sin, being taken hence, and this immersion being 
religiously observed by all Christians, for thirteen cen- 
turies, and approved by our church, and the change of it 
unto sprinkling, even without any allowance from the Au- 
thor of this institution, or any licence from any council of 
the church, being that which the Romanist still urgeth to 
justify his refusal of the cup to the laity; it were to be 
wished that this custom might be again of general use, and 
aspersion only permitted, as of old, in case of the clinici, 
or in present danger of death. 

[*]Vcr. 8. Sv£/>(toju£v avrtf), We shall live with him.] As 
being delivered, by his death, from that death which is the 
punishment of sin, and having that Spirit which is the 
giver of life, and the pledge and earnest of it, imparted to 
us : it is this life which is the object of our faith, and of 
this the apostle* speaks, 2 Tim. ii. 11. saying, If we have 
been dead with him, we shall also live with him; if we suffer, 
we shall also reign together with him. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 10. "AniOavtv tyatral, He died once for all] That 
is, Christ so died for our sins once, as never to undergo 
death again, and therefore his living to God seems to im- 
port his resurrection to eternal life; and so the phrase is 
used by St. Luke, where, of the children of the resurrec- 
tion, which can die no more, he saith, they live unto God, 
Luke xx. 26. 28. and in Josephus,* who saith, that they 



* DeMaccab. p. 1100. 
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who die for God, Zukti r$ 0e£, live to God, as Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and all the patriarchs do /* they love 
that piety which brings them to eternal life. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 11. Ovrw koL vfxtTg, So also reckon ye yourselves 
dead unto sin.] Once for all, so as never to have any need 
of dying to it again, but as still engaged to live to God's 
glory : for, say the ancients, we can have but one baptism, 
and this supposes we should so die to sin once, as never to 
have occasion to perform that work again. Hence there- 
fore it appears, how far they are from conformity to the 
death of Christ, who still suffer sin to revive in them, after 
that, by pious resolutions and repentance, they have begun 
to mortify it, and so are still beginning again to die to it. 
And oh! that Christians would more carefully attend to 
this' conformity to the death of Christ ! 

f 6 ] Ver. 12. Etc to vttclkovuv, To obey it.] For this obedience 

to it in the lustings of it, is a certain sign of the dominion 

of sin in us, and of our being none of Christ's servants; 

for they that are CJtrisfs, have crucified the flesh, with the 

affections and lusts. (Gal. v. 24. see Examen Millii.) 

(7J Ver. 14. 'AfiapTta yap ovKvpuvvet, For sin shall not have 
dominion.'] This is a pious sense, but seems to some to give 
no place for the following objection. Others therefore 
paraphrase the words thus: For then sin shall not have do- 
minion over you, so as to condemn you for each transgres- 
sion; for you are not wider the law (which pronounceth a 
curse on them that do not obey it), but under (that covenant 
of) grace which affords pardon' and forgiveness of it, 
1 John i. 7. (See Examen Millii.) 

[ 8 3 Ver. 17. Xdgigll r$ Get?, But God be thanked.] He 
doth not here thank God that they had been the servants of 
sin, but that they, who had been servants to it, were be- 
come obedient to the precepts of Christianity ; as our Lord 
thanks his heavenly Father, that he had hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and revealed them to babes, 
Matt. xi. 25. i. e. that having hid from the one, he not- 
withstanding had revealed them to the other. 

The particle Se is sometimes rendered and, as Luke 
ix. 6. xi. 18. Acts iii. 5. iv. 36. viii.30. ix. 17. xi. 12. xiii. 
15. xv. 6. xxi. 14. xxiii. 0.13. 

Sometimes, then, Acts vi. 2. 7. ix. 13. 16. xii. 3. Matt. 
i. 19. Lukeviii.29. 35. 

Sometimes, so, Acts vii. 15. Rom. viii. 8. 

Sometimes, yea, 1 Cor. ix. 16. xiii. 21. Rom. xi. 30. xvi. 
19. l'Cor. ii.9. 

Sometimes, but, in the sense of yet, Acts xxviii. 22. 
1 Cor. xiv. 1. 

And, yet, Matt.* vi. 9. 

Sometimes, for, Luke xii. 2. 48. xxiii. 14. Acts vii. 25. 
1 Thess. ii. 16. 

Also,Lxike xii. 8. xiii. 6. 

Moreover, 2 Pet. i. 15. 

Howbeit, 1 Cor. ii. 9. 

And so accordingly the words may be here rendered, 
And God be thanked, or God be thanked then, that though 
ye were the servants of sin, yet, and in the verse following, 
iXevOtpujOivTis $l,for being delivered. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 19. 'AvOpwirivov Xiyw, I speak after the manner 
of men.] The apostle doth not here speak, as some un- 
happily imagine, by way of excuse, for not using the best 

• P. 1102. A, 



argument he could use in this affair, but such as was best 
fitted to the capacities and notions of those he writes to ; 
for what inducements to yield their members instruments of 
righteousness to that holiness which will conclude in life 
eternal, could he use more rational and proper than this, 
that they had formerly yielded them servants to commit 
that sin, whose wages is death ? But he speaks this by 
way of illustration of his argument, or exhortation. The 
sense which the ancients put upon these words is this, 
ry <pv(TEi fxtTf>u> tyjv irapaivtaiv, I frame my exhortation with a 
due consideration of the infirmity of our flesh, requiring that 
only which even to human reason seems highly equitable, 
viz. that you should do that service now to God, which you 
have formerly done to sin. I rather think the apostle dis- 
courseth to this effect: In this discourse of your being ser- 
vants formerly to sin, and your obligation now to be ser- 
vants of righteousness, I speak that which all natural men 
must have had experience of, by reason of the infirmity of 
the flesh, and of which they may thence take. a just idea; 
requiring only, that as they have yielded their members in- 
struments of sin, so they would yield them instruments of 
righteousness. « ' .V t 

And that. this is the genuine import of the words avOpw- 
ttlvov \iyu>, I speak after the manner of mew,. may. appear 
from the like use of it, ICor. x. 10. No temptation hath 
happened to you, but that which is avOpwmvog, common to 
human nature, and supportable by mpn of reason; and from . 
the constant use of the phrase tear av0pw7rov Xiyio, I speak 
after the manner of men, of which see note on 1 Cor. ix. 8. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 23. Ta yap ty&vta rijc afiapriag Savarog, For the 
wages of sin is death.] Hence divines usually conclude, 
that even infants must have sinned, because they are sub- 
ject to death. Now though this be so far true, that death 
came upon all men, and so upon infants, by that sin of 
Adam, which rendered him, and by him all his offspring, 
subject to mortality; yet this will no more follow from 
these words, than it will follow, that because the wages of 
rebellion is death, all that die must be guilty of rebellion. 
Moreover, the intention of the apostle is not here to teach 
us that death is the punishment due to every sin, but that 
that death, which is in Scripture styled the second death, 
and stands opposed, to eternal life, will be the certain issue 
of a life spent in the service of sin. For the apostle 
throughout this chapter speaks of that sin in which wecon : 
tinue, ver. 1. and which we. serve, ver. 6. 20. and which so 
reigneth in our mortal bodies, that we obey it in the lusts 
thereof, ver. 12. by which we yield our members instru- 
ments of iinrighteousness to sin, .ver. 13. 19. in which we so 
serve sin as to obey its commands, ver. 16, 17. and live 
free from righteousness, or in neglect of it, ver. 20. Hie 
wages, saith he, of sin thus reigning in, and served by, us, 
is eternal death. It is therefore manifest the apostle speaks 
not here of sin imputed, but only of personal sin, nor of 
each single act, but of an habitual practice of a course of 
sin. (See Examen Millii.) 

CHAP. VII. 

1. (AlND of the truth 1 of ivhat I told you, vi.14. that 
sin ov KVQuvau, shall iiot have dominion over you, be- 
cause you are not under the law, but under grace,ye cannot 
well be ignorant, for) know ye not, brethren, for I speak 
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to them that know the la\v:(i. e. to the Jews or proselytes), 
jthat the law (to ivhich you were espoused by Moses) hath 
dominion over a mau as long as he liveth (only?* 

2. The case of a man thus under the law, i. e. in his le- 
gal state, being like that of a woman married to a husband;) 
for the-woman that hath a husband is bound by the law to 
(be subject to) her husband so long as ho liveth ; but if the 
husband bo dead, she is (then) free from the law of (sub- 
jection- to) her husband. 

3. So then (Gr. therefore) if, while her husband liveth, 
She be married to another, [*] she shall be (truly ). called 
an adulteress : but if her husband be dead, she is free from 
that law (ivhich bound her to be in subjection to, and yield 
conjugal affection to, her husband only); so that she is.no 
adulteress, though she be married to another man. ^ . , 

4. Wherefore, my brethren; (as the woman is become free 
from the law of her husband by his death, even so)[*] ye 
also are become dead (Gr.iOavarwOnrt, ye have been dead) 
to the law (and so free from it) by ( the crucifixion of) the 
body of Christ (ivhich hath dissolved your obligation to the 
law, as the death of the husband doth the obligation of the 
wife to him), that ye should (or may) be married to an- 
other (husband), even to him who is xaised from the dead, 
that (being made free from sin, yen .21, 22. by virtue of 
your union to him) yo may bring forth fruit unto God. * . . 

5* (We are, I say, become thus dead to the law, this be-' 
ing necessary, that we might bring forth fruit. unto God:) 
[ 3 ] for When we were in the flesh (i. e. when we lived under 
the carnal ordinances of the law, without the assistance of 
the Spirit), [ 4 ] the lustings .of sin,<which were (forbidden 
and restrained) by the law, did work in our members to 
bring forth fruit unto death (rendering, us obnoxious to 
death, the punishment threatened by the law Jo the trans- 
gressors of it). 

6. But now w6 are delivered from the law (and from the 
motions of sin caused by it), \f] that being dead wherein we 
were held (in subjection, as the wife was toher living hus- 
band); [ 6 ] that we should serve God in newness of (that) 
Spirit (of life in Christ Jesus, which makes us free from the 
law of sin and death), and not (as before) in the oldness 
of the letter, (which killeth, or subjectethus to death, 2 Cot. 
iii.G.9.) 

7. AVhat shall we say then? Is the law (front which we 
must be delivered, that we may not . obey the lusts of the 
flesh) sin? (Is it the cause of that sin which worketh in our 
members whilst we are under the law?) God forbid (that 
we should say so). Nay (so far otherwise is it, that) I had 
notknown sin to be so but by the 1 aw (instructing me what 
is to be avoided as sin, and under what penalty); for I had 
not known lust (i. e. the lustings, or covetous desires of the 
heart to be things worthy of death), except the law had 
said, Thou shalt not covet; (and so made him that coveteth 
obnoxious to death, as being a transgressor of the law.) . 

8. But (nevertheless) sin, taking occasion by the com- 
mandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence, or 
vehement desires after that which was forbidden by the 
law (which became mortal to me by virtue of the prohibition 
of the law). For (whilst I was) without the law sin was 
dead, (i. e. unable to have this effect upon me; for where 
there is no law there is no transgression imputed to death, 
v. 13.) 

9. For (7] I (the seed of Abraham) was alive (or indeed 



lived) without the law once (before the law was given, I 
being not obnoxious to death for that to which, the law had 
not threatened death): but when the commandment came 
(forbidding it under that penalty), sin revived, and I died 
( i e. it got strength to draw me to sin, and ?o condemned 
me to death). 

10. And the commandment, which was [ 8 ] ordained to 
(or given for) life, (as teaching those things, which if a man 
do he shall live in them, Lev. xyiii. 5.), was found to me 
(transgressing it 7 to be) unto death. 
. 11. For [ 9 ] sin, taking occasion by the commandment, 
deceived me (or enticed me, to the .commission of it), and 
by it (condemning me to death for that transgression) 
slew me. . 

12. Wherefore the law (forbidding sin) is holy, and the 
commandment (to abstain from it) holy, just, and good 
(as requiring only what is equitable in itself and good for 
me to do). 

13. Was then .that which is good made death to me(Qr. 
hath that therefore which is good, become death to me? ?. e. 
is that the sole and proper cause of bringing death to me)? 
God forbid (we should so say). But ( this charge is to be 
laid upon) sin, (which) that it might appear sin (i. e. per- 
nicious and destructive), working death in (or to) Inc. by 
that which is good (i. e. the law made me obnoxious, to 
death); that sin by the commandment (forbidding it) 
[ 10 ] might become exceeding,, sinful, (i.e. abounding* to 
death, by making me abound, in new transgressions of the 
lata, v. 21. , . , . . 

14. And that sin should thus prevail overus in. this state 
of lapsed nature to transgress the law, and to become ob- 
noxious to death by it,will not seem strange, if every natural 
man considers the contrariety there is betwixt him and the 
law;) for we know that tho law is spiritual (and requires 
spiritual things): but (every naturalman hath cause to say 
of himself,) I am carnal, [ n ] sold under sin, (i. e. enslaved, 
by my corrupt affections : , , 

15. As may be easily discerned from the tvorkings of our 
conscience against the evil that we do:) for that which I 
do [ ie JI allow not fm my own mind): for that, I would. do 
(in compliance with the law), that (through the prevalence 
of my corrupt nature) do I not; but . what (through the 
conviction of my conscience) [ 13 ]I hate (to do), that do I. 

* 1G. If then (it be. so with me, that) I dp that which I 
would not, (by this unwillingness to act in contradiction to 
it) 1 consent unto the law that it is good (and commands 
what is good for me to do). 

17. Now then (this being done. by those corrupt affec- 
tions', which overpower Me against the approbation of my 
mind) it is no more I (according to the better part from 
which J am denominated) that do it, but ["] sin that dwell- 
eth in me (i. e. in my flesh, ver. 23. and captivates me to the 
obedience of it. . . 

f 18. And upon this I have just ground to charge it:) for 
I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good 
thing: for to will (that ivhich is good) is present with mo 
(or to me); but to perform that which is good I find not 
(strength by nature). 

19. For (in event, I find that) tho good that I would (do) 
I do not : but the evil \\hlch(the law prohibits, and) I would 
not (do), that ( being overpowered by the flesh) I do. 

20. Now if I (thus) do that I would not, it is no more 
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I (choosing and approving the action in my mind) that do 
this, but sin that dwelleth in me, (i. e. in my flesh, that hur- 
ries me to the commission of it against the law, and con- 
viction of my mind. ' 

21. For soit is, that) I find then (Gr. Spa, indeed,) a law 
(in K my members so thwarting the convictions of my mind), 
that, when I would do (the) good (to which the lata directs 
me), evil is present with me (to oppose and hinder me from 
doing it: 

22. I say, when 1 would do good:) for I delight in the 
law of God [ 15 ] after the inward man (my mind approving 
for some time, and being pleased tvith its good and holy 
precepts) : 

23. But I see (or perceive) another law (of the flesh) in 
my members, warring against the law of my mind, arid 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is inmy 
members, (for of what a man is overcome, of that he is 
brought into bondage, 2 Pet. ii. 19. John viii. 34. Rom. 
vi. 16. 

24. And being thus enslaved to that sin which renders me 
obnoxious to death, the tvages of it, I am even forced to cry 
out,) wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of (sin which worketh) this death ? 

25. (And so) I (have great reason to) [ l6 ] thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord (whom he hath sent to redeem 
me from this death to which I am obnoxious by sin). So 
then (to shut up this discourse, thus is it with me, whilst 
tinder the law only and carnally minded),vnth the mind [ 17 }I 
myself (or I the same man) serve the law of God ; but with 
the flesh the law of sin. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VII. 

f 1 ] Ver. 3. MOIXAAI'S xpnpartau, She shall be called an 
adulteress.] The apostle, saith Theodoret, considers hot 
here the permission given to the woman divorced by the 
law of Moses, to be married to another, as being taught by 
Christ not to approve of such divorces; but the apostle 
seems only to intimate that she hath no power to dissolve 
this bond by putting away her husband, or that this divorce 
rendered her husband dead in law to her, she being not to 
return to him again. (Deut. xxiv. 4.) Now this, saith the 
apostle, is the case of those who are under the law; their 
entering into that legal covenant was the day of their 
espousals, (Jer. ii. 2.) and they were married to it, or to him 
that put thera in subjection under it, and were his spouse, 
(Jer. iii. 14.) and so obliged to serve God in the oldness of 
the letter; but now this law being dead, and you being 
espoused to another husband, even Christ, (2 Cor. xi. 2.) 
are henceforth bound to serve God according to that new 
spiritual law which he hath given you, and not according 
to the letter of the old law. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 4. 'E3-ai/aru&Tjr£ r<£ voju< t >.] This phrase, Ye are 
dead. to the law, or ye have been made dead to the lata, is, 
say interpreters, The law is put to death to you; for to that, 
say they, the drift of the discourse directs: but (1.) this 
interpretation puts a plain force upon the words, without 
any instance that they arc elsewhere used in this sense. 
(2.) The parallel words, Gal. ii. 19,20. run thus ; I through 
the law am dead to the law, that I might live to God: I am 
crucified togetlier with Christ. Now those words seem to 
fix the proper sense of these; shewing it to bo also this; 
Ye are dead to the law, that is, you arc free from subjec- 



tion to the precepts of the law, which as a husband had do- 
minion over you, and from the motions of sin which are by 
the law, as if youwerd dead. To strengthen this inter- 
pretation; let the Hebrew phrase be noted ; * When a'man 
dies he is made free from the commands, the law ov xvpuvti, 
hath no dominion over him, no power to subject him to the 
motions of sin which are by the. law, for he that is dead is 
free from sin, (vi. 6,7.) so that he doth no longer dovktfelif, 
sew'e the motions of it: and hence 'the apostle makes this 
inference; that if we be dead with Christ, and buried with 
him, or crucified together .with him, sin ov Kvpuvtt, shall not 
have dominion over us, as it had whilst we were under the 
Jewish dispensation ; for we are not under the law } but 
under grace. And again, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall 
not fulfil the lusts of the flesh, Gal. v. 16. and ver. 18. for if 
ye be led by the Spirit, ye are not under the law. ' Wherefore 
the sense of these four last verses seems to be this; The 
law hath dominion over a. man as long as he lives (under 
it), for the case of a man's subjection to the law in this> 
like to the woman's subjection to her husband, it continues 
whilst he lives, but when he is once dead she is free from 
any farther subjection to him, seeing he being dead can 
have no farther power over her, and so she must be free tb 
be married to another: in like manner you being' made 
dead to the law, to which you were espoused, by the death 
of Christ, as being buried arid crucified together with him, 
the law can have no farther power over you, to retain you 
in subjection to it, and so you must be free to be married, 
or put into subjection to another husband, even Christ, to 
whom I have espoused you; (2 Cor. xi. 2.) arid the. law 
itself being also dead to you, through the death of Christ 
abolishing it, and freeing Christians from the power and 
obligation of it, you arc free to marry another husband, even 
Christ, (ver. 5.) • 

p] Ver. 5. "Ore yap iipnv Iv ry cookc, For when we were in 
the flesh.'] When I consider that of owee ev capKl, and of Kara 
tropica ovt€c, viii. 5. 8. signifies those that are acted and 
governed by the fleshly principle, in opposition to the 
guidance and motions of the Holy Spirit, and that Hvai iv 
aapKl, ver. 9. £rjfv, irEpiirarttv Kara adpica, ver. 12, 13. bear 
the same sense; I judge, that when we were in the fl&sh, 
here, doth not only signify to be under the carnal ordi- 
nances of the law, for so were all the pious Jews who lived 
from Moses to the gospel-times; but more especially re- 
lates to them, who, living under these ordinances, were 
themselves carnal, and without any assistance of the Holy 
Spirit : and so had the law of the flesh still warring against 
the law of their minds, and bringing them into captivity to 
the law of sin, which could not be the state of Zacharias 
and Elisabeth, or any other of those persons who were 
righteous before God, and walked in all the commandments 
of the Lord blameless. And if of such only we understand 
the apostle's following discourse in this chapter, the sense 
will be clear. 

[ 4 ] T« Sta tov v6fiov, The motions of sin xvhich were by the 
law.] Here Mr. L. saith, interpreters cast a strange impu- 
tation on the law of God, by saying it excited men to sin by 
forbidding it, whereas they only say that the carnal minds 
of men excited them to transgress the law when they were 
under it, as the apostle saith, ver. 8. and Mr. L. in his 

• Nidda. f.7C. 
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gloss on the eighth verso says, Sin took the opportunity 
of my being under the laiv to stir up concupiscence in me; 
for without the law, ivhich annexes death to the transgression 
of it, sin is not able to have its will upon me: now is this 
any more an imputation upon the law.of God, than it is an 
imputation on his providence, that it provides that corn 
and wine which carnal men abuse to drunkenness and 
excess? 

' [ 5 ] Ver. C. 'AvroOavovTog.'] ThcSyriac and Arabic versions, 
Origcn, Thcodoret, GEcumcnius, and Theophylact, read, 
airpOavovTsg, ice being dead to that in tvhich we were held, 
which, saith Origen, is undoubtedly the best reading : and 
this reading confirms the sense of the fourth verso, as to 
these words, ye are dead to the law, which I have offered 
in the paraphrase ; i. e. we being freed from the .obligation 
and commands of it, and so from the lustings and motions 
it wrought in us. 

[ Q YQ,<TTt SovXtvuv {}fxag tv KaivoTrjTi nvivfiarog, TJiat we might 
serve God in the newness of the spirit.] The law and the 
gospel are, by the apostle, in this distinguished ; that the 
first is only the ministration of the letter, the other of the 
spirit. (2 Cor. iii. G— 9.) The ministration of the spirit is 
also declared to be the fruit, not of the laiv, but of the hear- 
*ng of faith, Gal. iii. 3. Hence .the apostle here infers, 
that we must be dead unto, or free from subjection to the 
law, that we may be enabled to serve God in newness of 
spirit. Whence it is evident, that to serve God in the spirit, 
is not to enjoy the spiritual sense of the law, as Mr. Le 
Clerc thinks; but, first, as the opposition shews, to serve 
him with a freedom from the prevalency of the flesh, by 
virtue of the Spirit, which enables us to mortify the deeds 
of the flesh, (viii. 13.) Secondly, To serve God, not chiefly 
with bodily service and carnal ordinances, but in the spirit 
of our minds, (xii. 2. Phil. iii. 2.) having our minds re- 
newed and transformed after the image of God in holiness, 
and righteousness, and truth, which arc the fruits of the 
Spirit. (Eph. iv. 23, 24.) Thirdly, To serve him by the as- 
sistance of the Spirit, so as to live and walk in the Spirit, 
(Rom. viii. 5. Gal. v. 25.) so that we are strengthened with 
might by the Spirit in the inward man. (Eph. iii. 16.) 

[J] Ver. 9. 'Eyw S£ e£wv x w P«c vofxov, I was alive without 
the law.] Jlpd tov Mwvcm'oc, Before the law of Moses came. 
So Chrysostom, GEcumcnius, Theophylact. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 10. Ordained.] This word is not in the original; 
you may therefore paraphrase the words thus, The com- 
mandment which was given for life, i f e. tvith this promise, 
Do this, and live, tvas found to me unto death. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 8—11.] For the explication of these four last 
verses, let it be noted ; 

First, That it is the opinion of judicious commentators, 
that when the apostle saith, Sin taking occasion by the com- 
mandment wrought in him all manner of concupiscence, ver. 
8. and deceived him, ver. 11. he means that it did by this 
saying only, Thou shalt not covet, but assigning no punish- 
ment to him that coveted. But this interpretation cannot 
stand, for these two reasons: for, first, it plainly contra- 
dicts the words of tho law, which pronounce a curse upon 
every one, who continues not in all things wintten in the law 
to do them; and much moro doth it contradict the drift of 
the apostle's discourse in this, and the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians, viz. that the law required perfect obedience to its 
precepts ; condemning him to death, or rendering him ob- 



noxious to condemnation, who in any thing transgressed 
it, and so could be no means of justification; as many as 
were under the law being under the curse, because transgres- 
sors of it. 

Secondly, This agrees not with the following reason, or 
the nature of the thing: for if tho law given encouraged 
them to covet, becauso it had no present penalty annexed 
to it, they must be more free to covet, or follow their na- 
tural or carnal inclinations, when there was no law at all 
forbidding them to covet; and therefore sin could take no 
more occasion by a law without penalty, than by none at 
all, to work in us all manner of concupiscence, nor conld 
concupiscence be dead without the law, more than with it. 

The old and common interpretation is this, That the pro- 
hibition of what we desire makes us to think the enjoyment 
of.it more sweet and valuable; or at least provokes the 
carnal mind, which is not subject to the law of God, to a 
more fervent lusting after it, Dum prohibita non tarn refugit 
quam ardentihs expelit ; and this agrees very well with 
this expression. Or, . . 

Thirdly, Sin is in Scripture represented as an enemy, 
that seeks our ruin and destruction, and takes all occasions 
to effect it : it is here said to war against the mind, ver. 23. 
elsewhere, to war against the soul, 1 Pet. ii.* 11. to sur- 
round and beset us, Hcb. xii. 1. to bring us into bondage 
and subjection, and get the dominion of us, Rom. vi. 12. 
to entice us, and so to work our death, James i. 15, 16. 
and to do all that Satan, the grand enemy of mankind, doth 
by tempting and soliciting us to the commission of it : 
whence Chrysostom, upon those words, Heb. xii. 4. You 
have not yet resisted unto blood, irpbg ttjv afiaprtav avrayw- 
viZofievoi, striving against sin, represents sin as an armed 
and flagrant adversary: when therefore it finds a law, 
which threatencth death to the violation of it, it takes oc- 
casion thence more earnestly to attempt and allure us to 
the violation of it, that so it may more effectually subject 
us to death and condemnation upon that account; for the 
sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law, con- 
demning us to death upon the violation of it; thus when 
God had forbidden, under the pain of death, the. eating of 
the forbidden fruit, Satan thence took occasion to tempt 
our first parents to the breach of it, and so slew them, or 
made them subject to death: i}Trarr}<n, he' deceived them, 
Gen. iii. 13. 1 Tim. ii. 14. which is the word here used, 
ver. 11. 

Secondly, Observe the import of the phrase, without the 
law sin teas (or is) dead; which seems not to be this, that 
the inclinations of men to sin were in their nature less, 
when they were unrestrained by a law; but rather this, 
that sin was then comparatively dead, as to its power of 
condemning us to death : and this, first, the antithesis doth 
plainly hint ; for thus it runs, Without the law, afxaprta 
vtKpa, lyw S£ iZu)v, sin was dead, but I was living ; but 
when the commaudment came, sin revived, and J died. How, 
were men living before the law, but becauso then no law 
condemned them? Sin therefore must be then dead as to 
its power of condemning. How did they die when the law 
came, but by the law condemning them to death? Sin 
therefore then revived as to its condemning power, which, 
it received first from the sin of Adam, which brought death 
into the world; and next from the law of Moses, which 
entered that the offence might abound, and reign more unto 
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death. (Rom. v. 20, 21.) For though sin was in the world 
from Adam unto Moses, or until the law given, yet was it 
not imputed unto death, when there was no law given, that 
-did threaten death unto it: so that. death reigned/ in that 
interval, by virtue of Adam's sin alone, even over them, 
who had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's trans- 
gression, i. e. against a positive law forbidding it under the 
penalty of death ; which law being delivered by Moses, sin 
revived, i.e. it had again its force to condemn men as be- 
fore to death, by virtue of alaw, which threatened death to 
them. And in this sense doth the apostle seem to say, that 
the law was added because of transgressions, (Gal. iii. 19.) 
to convince us of the wrath and punishment due to them ; 
and that the law therefore icorketh wrath, because where no 
law is, there is no transgression, (Rom. iv. 15.) subjecting 
us to wrath, or no such sense of the Divine wrath, as where 
a plain Divine law threatening death and condemnation is 
violated. Upon the sense thus given of these two phrases, 
doth our exposition stand. 

P°] Ver. 13. KaO" vtt£(>j3oAj?v a^apro>Xoc, Exceeding sinful] 
That it might appear etc Oavarov v7rtpf5aX\ovaa, (v. 20, 21.) 
abounding unto death, and so exceeding vile and hateful 
to us, the end and wages of it. being death, and condemna- 
tion, (vi. 21. 23.) 

[ u ] Ver. 14. Il£7rpa/tilvoc virb rfjv afiapriav, Sold under sin,] 
i. e. Inpeccati potestatem libidinis, et concupiscentice pretio 
redactus, Origen. So enslaved to it, saith Theophylact, 
uxrrz firj avafikbpai SvvdaSai, that he could not look up; A 
willing slave, who had sold himself to M, saith Theodoret. 
And this is continually the import of the phrase in the Old 
Testament; as when it is said of Ahab, 1 Kings xxi. 20. 
Trlirparrai TroiT}<rai to 7tovijjo6v, thou hast sold thyself to do 
wickedly ; and, ver. 25. iirpaOn notriaai to ttov\\qov, he sold 
himself to do wickedly. Of the Jews, Isa. 1. 1. toiq afxap- 
ticuq v/iwv £7rpa$Tp-£, you have sold yourselves to your iniqui- 
ties. And of the Jew r s who, under Antiochus Epiphanes, 
revolted from their religion to heathenism, it is said, that 
l-xpaQnaav to irovnpbv, they sold themselves to do evil, 1 Mace, 
i. 15. 

[ 12 ] Ver. 15. Ou yivoWw, I allow not.] This interpreta- 
tion, saith Mr. L. makes the following words a tautology , 
whereas I judge it very reasonable to say, I allow not, be- 
cause I would not ; yea, J hate to do, what I do. 

["] "0 fiitxej, That which I hate.] 'Ywb rijc ^Sovije KarafleAyo- 
ixtvoi iroiovfxtv awtp o>c Traoavofxa ficikvnTo}A&a, Being allured 
with pleasure, we (say Theodoret and (Ecumcnius) oft do 
those things which are abominable, as being opposite to the 
law ; for whilst the law represents sin as pernicious, and 
destructive both to soul and body, it is as natural for all 
men to hate it, as to love themselves : but then, as Photins 
saith, when to rjSv tov irpayfxaTog 7rpof3aX\zrai, the sweetness 
or pleasure of the action is proposed to the mind, the hatred 
goes off, and the soul is wrought up to an affection to it ; 
and thus it is with every enlightened man, that sins against 
his conscience, and doth the evil which he would not do. 
These words (saith Origen) shew that the carnal man, of 
whom he speaks, "resistere aliquantulum vitiis conatur," 
endeavours a little to resist his vices, " legis sc. naturalis 
instinctu," by the instinct of the law of nature, but that at 
last he is overcome by them, and oppressed with them. 

[ M ] Vcr.l7. f H QiKovoa iv ifxo\ afxapTia, Sin that dwellethin 
me.] This bo speaks, saith Theodoret, calling tov vov t^v 

vol. v. - 



SouXf/av, Ka\ T&v na^wv'Tiiv Stoirorefav, the slavery of the 
wind, and the dominion, or, as Theophylact, the tyranny 
of the passions, sin. — It is, saith Origen, " lex et'voluntas 
carnis, quae captivos nos ducit in lege peccati," the law 
and the will of the flesh, which leads us captive to the law of 
sin. Hence this sin dwelling in us is so often styled, the 
law of sin in our members, ver. 20 — 22. 25. viii. 2. Here 
the apostle seems to speak according to the philosophy of 
the heathens, with which the Jews began to be acquainted, ; 
that man was not to be denominated from his body, of his 
sensual and carnal part, but from his mind, his vovq or 
\oy iK-t) Siavoia, which, in Philo's* phrase is, b iv Ikiktt^ ri/iHv 
avSpuyiroQ, the man within us ; b irpbg aXifiziay av£pw7roc, 
the tnieman;\ the man properly so called; who saith more- 
over, \iyu Si TavTa 6 aX^ivbg avOptoirog b lirt\ftvx7)£ *X*YX°C> 
this saith the true man, the reprover in the soul. And of 
himself he speaks thus; Men have power over my body, but 
that is nothing to me, iyio yap enrb tov kqzittovoq ti\q iv 
fyavT$ SiavoiaQ xQv\fiaTtZ,i*), for I am denominated from my* 
mind> the better part, according to which I design to live. 

[i5] Ver. 22. Kara tov too> avOpurn-ov, According to the in- 
ward man.] It is plain the inward man here cannot signify 
the new man, (which is created after God in righteousness 
and holiness, Eph.iv. 24. and which is not put on, till all 
old things are passed away, 2 Cor. v. 17. and all things are 
become new, and till we have put off the old *nian with his 
deeds, Colos. iii. 9, 10.) for sure this cannot be said of 
him, who is still carnal, sold under sin, and' captivated to 
the law of sin which is in his members; but only the mind of 
man, the vovq, as the apostle doth interpret himself, ver. 25. 
So Origen informs us, that the soul, using the body as its 
instrument, is called 6 £<rw avOp^noQ, the inward man, con- 
tra Cels. lib. vii. p. 357. *E<rw avOpionov tov vovv Atyet. So 
Theodoret, Q^curacnius, Theophylact. So the very next 
verse shews, the words running thus ; I delight in the laxv 
of God in the inward man, but I see another law in my 
members warring against the law of my mind, i.e. of my 
inward man. And so the apostle nseth the phrase when, 
he saith, 2 Cor. iv. 16. that though 6 i%io avdpumos, the out- 
ward man (i. e. the body) was corrupted, yet 6 i<r<o9zv, the 
inward man was renewed day by day. And that this de- 
light is no evidence of a regenerate man, is evident from 
the example of the stony ground, which heard the icord 
fitTa x a j°«Cj with joy /Matt. xiii. 20. of Herod, who heard 
John the Baptist t}$lo>Q, tvith delight, Mark vi. 20. of the 
Jews, who rejoiced in his light, John v. 35. and heard our 
Saviour gladly, Mark xii. 37. 

[ 1<5 ] Ver. 25. Eux«P icr ™ r <? 0£( ?> J thank God.] The Latin 
version and one Greek copy read, x^9 l ^ TOV ©eov, the grace 
of God; but the Syriac, Arabic, and all the Greek com- 
mentators agree with our translation, which therefore is to 
be preferred before that lection. (See Examen Millii in 
locum.) 

[ ] *] Avroe iyo>, the same man,] Of whom he had before 
spoken, not I Paul now writing this Epistle. It hath been 
a controversy since St/Austin's time, whether St. Paul 
here spcaketh in his own person, or in the person of a 
regenerate man, or only in the person of a Jew conflicting 
with the motions of his lusts, only by the assistance of the 
letter of the law, without tlie aids and powerful assistance 
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of the Holy Spirit; which is as great an instance of the 
force of prejudice, and the heat of opposition, to pervert 
the plainest truths, as can be happily produced: for, I 
think, nothing can be more evident, and unquestionably 
true, than this, that the apostle doth not here speak of him- 
self in his own person, or in the state he was then in; but, 
as the ancient commentators do interpret him, §t iavTod 6 
a7ro(rroXoc rbv koivov avOptoirov S17X0T, by himself he repre- 
sents man in common, and saith not, as he might have done, 
You that are under the law are carnal, but to. fodvw t<j> y 
tavTOir <T)(rifiaTlZ(i)v, koX to Tpayy g$q§qqv ItcXtiw, Kal \ealvo)v 
ry 7T£(ri, iavrbv crxwaroXoyly, representing what belonged to 
them in his own person, and so taking off the harshness, and 
mollifying the invidiousness of the sentence, by speaking of 
it in his own person, he saith, I am carnal, sold under sin. 
So Photius and CEeumenius. Theodoret also doth inform 
us, that the apostle here introduceth, ver. 14. rbv ttqo rfJc 
yapiTOQ avOpwrov vokiopKovfiBvov virb rolv ^naOwv, a man be- 
fore .grace overcome by his passions ; for he calls him car- 
nal.who had not yet obtained the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit. . And again, vcr. 23. he adds, that the apostle hav- 
ing discoursed all these things, ware. §et£al rtveg filv vpb 
rF/c x^P lT0 ^ fy" v > " To s ht w what we were before grace, 
and what we were made after grace, and as it were 
taking upon himself the person of those who before 
grace were vanquished by sin, he groans and laments, 
as a man set in the midst of his enemies, enslaved and 
constrained to serve, and seeing no help; and thus he 
shews the law unable to help us." And so Origen also fre- 
quently in his commentary on the place; and St. Austin 
saith expressly and frequently, Describitur homo sub lege 
positits ante gratiam, Liber expos, quat. propos. ex Epist. 
ad Rom. Quo loco videturmihi apostolus, transfigurdsse in 
se hqminem sub lege pqsitum, ad Simplie. Mediol. lib. i. 
Et in hcec vtrba, ' non ego operor t7/wd/&c. loquitur adhuc 
ex persona hominis sub lege const it uti, nondum sub gratia: 
though he was pleased afterward to change his opinion, 
and so gave occasion to the perverting the plain sense of 
the apostle. For confutation of this dangerous opinion, I 
need not say much after the labours of Arminius, the re- 
verend Dr. Hammond, Mr. Bull, and Mr. Kettlewell, who 
have made it manifest, 

First, That it is usual with the apostle to make this 
metasehematism, or to speak especially of tilings that might 
be otherwise offensive or ungrateful, in his own name, 
when indeed they belong not to him, but to other men ; as 
in these words, Rom. iii. 7. If the truth of God hath more 
qbounded through my lie, why am I also judged as a.sin- 
ner? i. 0. not I Paul, but I who make this objection. So 
G«l. ii. 1G, 17. 1 Cor. iv. G. These things ^£rc<xxw*ar«ra, J 
have in a figure transferred to myself and Apollos for your 
sokes. (1 Cor. vi. 12. xiii. 2. x. 22. 30. Eph. ii. 3. 1 Thess. 
iv. 17.) 

. Secondly, That such things are in this chapter said of 
the person spoken of, as can by no means agree to St. 
Paul,or to any regenerate person: to which maybe added, 
First,. That had St. Paul spoken here of himself, con- 
sidered in the state in which he was at the inditing of this 
Epistle, he must have contradicted what he had said of 
himself in the Epistle to the Thessalonians, and to the 
Corinthians, which were writ beforo this Epistle. For (1.) 
in his Epistle to the Thessalonians he saith, You are wit- 



nesses, and God also, how holily, and righteously, and un- 
blamably we have behaved ourselves among you that 6e- 
lieved, 1 Thess. ii. 10. In his Second Epistloto the Corin- 
thians he speaks thus: This is our rejoicing, even the tes- 
timony of our conscience, that in simplicity, and godly sin- 
cerity, not in jleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we 
have conversed in this world, 2 Cor. i. 12. that he knew 
nothing by himself , for which to, condemn himself, 1 Cor. 
iv. 4. that he kept under his body, and brought it into sub- 
jection, 1 Cor. ix. 27. Now, can the man who is carnal, 
and sold tinder sin, who hath no power in him to do any 
good, who finds a law in his members warring against the 
law of his mind, and bringing him into captivity to the law 
of sin, which is in his members, call God and the church to 
witness to his holy and unblamable life ? Can he boast of 
keeping under his fleshly body, and bringing that into sub- 
jection, which by his own confession bringeth him into 
captivity? Can he, who does not what he would in his 
mind and conscience do, but what he hates ; not the good 
which he would, but the evil which he would.riot, do; can 
he, 1 say, rejoice in the testimony of his conscience? Can 
he honestly declare he knows nothing by himself, for which 
his conscience can condemn him? 

Secondly, How oft doth the apostle propose himself for 
a pattern to the churches linto whom he, writes,, requiring 
them to be followers of him as he was also of Chi-ist? 1 Cor. 
xi.l. And again, Wliat things you have learned, and re- 
ceived, and heard, and seen in me, these do, and the God of 
love and peace shall be with you, Phil. iv. 8. i. e. be you 
carnal, sold under sin, living in the commission of the 
things you hate, and your mind condemns, and doing what 
you judge to be evil, and yielding yourselves captive to 
the law of sin, which is in your members, and then th§ God 
of love and peace shall be with you. This sure is an absurd, 
if not blasphemous, exhortation, and yet, according to 
this exposition, it must be suitable to the mind of the 
apostle. 

. Thirdly, With what indignation doth he reject the accu- 
sations of them, who looked upon him as walking after the 
flesh, and how severely doth he threaten them, how peremp- 
torily doth he reject their scandalous imputation ? de- 
claring, that though he walked in the flesh, yet did he not 
walk according to the flesh, 2 Cor. x. 2, 3. and yet, if he were 
carnal, sold under sin; it with the flesh he served the law of 
sin; if the law of the fleshly members warred against the 
law of his mind, and brought him into captivity to the laiv 
of sin; he doth here in effect confess what there he pe- 
remptorily denies, and with such indignation doth reject. 

Fourthly, This exposition of the seventh chapter makes 
it entirely to confute the chapter which immediately goes 
before, and that^vhich follows after; and it gives an invin- 
cible strength to the objections he endeavours to answer in 
the sixth chapter. The first objection there begins by way 
of inquiry, What do we say then, shall we still continue in 
sin, that grace may abound? his second by way of like 
inquiry, Shall xvesin because we are not under the law, but 
under grace? ver. 15. God forbid, saith he, that it should 
be thus with any Christian : and yet, according to this 
exposition, it was thus with himself, one of the best of 
Christians : for sure he must continue in sin, who was still 
sold under sin, still serving the law of sin with his flesh ; 
still doing that evil he allowed not, the evil which he hated, 
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and he would not do ; and who was still brought into cap- 
tivity to the law of sin which was in his members. 

Again, in his answer to these inquiries, he shews the 
Christian could not continue in, or live any longer in it, 
because he was dead to sin, his old man was crucified with 
Christ, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that hence- 
forth he might not serve sin; (ver. 2. 6.) and because being 
dead to, he was freed from sin, (ver. 7.) he was made free 
from sin, and become the servant of righteousness* But can 
he that is sold under sin, and is brought into captivity to 
the law of sin which is in his members, be at the same time 
dead to sin, and free from sin? Can he who with his flesh 
serves the law of sin, be said to cease from sin, and not 
henceforth to serve sin ? not^ to obey it in the lusts thereof, 
(ver. 12.) not to yield his members instruments of sin unto 
unrighteousness? ver. 13. Surely there is as clear an oppo- 
sition betwixt the Christian represented in the sixth chap- 
ter, as free from sin, and in the seventh, as miserably 
enslaved to the law of sin and death which was in his 
members, as betwixt light and darkness ! 

Again, he saith expressly, viii. 2. Tlie law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin 
and death. Whereas the person mentioned in the seventh 
is sold under sin, is brought into captivity to the law of sin, 
and crieth out under his bondage, O miserable man that I 
am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death? He 
therefore cannot be the person freed by the Spirit from the 
law of sin and death. 

In fine, this exposition of the close of this chapter con- 
tradicts the beginning of it; for there the apostle saith of 
himself, and all his Christian brethren, that this was only 
their state under the law, from which they are delivered, 
tliat they might bring forth fruit unto God, and serve him 
in newness of spirit. For what else can be the meaning of 
these words, ver. 5, 6. For when we were in the fleshy the 
motions of sin, which were by the law, did work in our mem- 
bers to bring forth fruit unto death. But now we are delivered 
from the law, that being dead wherein we were held ; that we 
should serve God in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness 
of the letter. So that they who make the apostle say of 
himself, that he was brought into captivity to the law of sin, 
which was in his members, and to cry out, O wretched man 
that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
i. e. this body of sin which worketh death ; make him also 
to confess, that the motions of sin did still work in his mem- 
bers, to bring forth fruit unto death, and therefore . that he 
was still in the flcsb. I therefore conclude this discourse 
in the words of Grotius on ver. 19. Deo laus sit, quod op- 
timi, i. c. trium prior um seculoritm Christiani hunc locum, 
sicut oportet, intellexerint, dictante illo spiritu per quern 
vita illorum regebatur. 

CHAP. VIII. 

1. ( JlSeING then married to this other husband, Christ, 
and so freed from the motions of sin, which are by the law, 
that we may serve God in newness of spirit, vii. 4— C.) There 
is therefore (apa, verily) now no condemnation to them 
which are in [}) Christ Jesus (by faith, they being such) who 
walk not after the flesh (as whilst they were under the law 
they did)but after the Spirit (conferred upon them by faith 
in Christ). 



2. For [ 2 ] the law of the Spirit of life (given to them icho 
are) in Christ Jesus hath made mo'(believing in him) free 
from the law of sin, and (so from that) death (whichis the 
wages of it). 

3. [ 3 ] For what the law could not do (i. e. that life and 
that deliverance from death it could not give), in that it was 
(made) weak through the flesh (rendering us subject to the 
transgression of it, and so to death), Godsending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh (did), and [ 4 j for sin 
(Gr. teal TTspl a/xaprtdc, and [ 5 ] by a sacrifice for sin) con- 
demned sin in the flesh (i. e. took away its power to con- 
demn us, the condemnation due ttnto us for it being inflicted 
on him): 

4. That the [ 6 ] righteousness of the law (i. e. the inward 
purity and righteousness the lata required) might be (per- 
formed and) fulfilled in ( and by) us, who walk not after 
(the lusts of) the flesh, but after the (motions of the) 
Spirit. Or; 

"That the justification which the law promised, by say- 
ing, Do this, and thou shalt live, Luke x. 28. Deut iv. 1. 
xxx. 15. 19. Ezek. xx. 11. and that this shall be thy 
righteousness, Deut. vi. 25. might be completed in us, who 
walk according to the Spirit, and so are absolved not only 
from condemnation for our past sins, by faith, but from 
condemnation by the new covenant, by walking* according 
to the Spirit: for to be spiritually minded is life, ver. G." 

5. Not after the flesh, I say,) for they that are of the 
flesh do mind the things of the flesh (i. e. affect, and de- 
sire, and pursue carnal things); but they that are after the 
Spirit (affect, desire, and pursue,) the things of the Spirit 
(and so the one pursues the things which tend to death, and 
the other those things which tend to life). • • 

6. For [ 7 ] to be carnally minded is ( the way which tends 
to) death; but to be spiritually minded is (the way that 
leads to) life and peaco. (ver. 7. which life and peace can- 
not be obtained by them that are carnally minded). 

7. Because the carnal mind is (that which sets us at) en- 
mity against God : for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be (subject to it, whilst it continues such). 

8. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9. But (it is not so with you Christians, for) ye are not 
in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in you. Now [ 8 ] if any man have not the SpiriJ: of 
Christ (dwelling in him), he is none of his. 

10. But if Christ be in you (by his Spirit), [*>] the body 
is'deadfiY is indeed mortal) because of sin (which will 
never cease to be in us till we die) ; but the Spirit is life (i. e. 
will give life to it again) because of righteousness, (or of 
that justification which is unto life, Rom. v. 17, 18.) 

11. But (for) if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from 
the dead (by the Spirit dwelling in him) [ 10 ] shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies by his (same) [ u ] Spirit that 
dwelleth in you. 

12. Therefore, brethren, we arc debtors, not to the flesh, 
to live after the flesh ( any longer, but rather to live after the 
Spirit). 

13. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die (i.e. be 
subject to death, as the punishment of sin, or to tlie second 
death): but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 
of the flesh, ye shall live (and your bodies shall be raised 
to eternal life). 

4Q2 
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14. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the [ n ] sons of God. 

15. For ye have not received [ w ] the spirit of bondage 
again to (the) fear (of death, as they who were under the law 
did, that threatening death to every one that continued not 
in all things written in the law to do them, Deut. xxvii. 16.) 
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, (given to us be- 
cause we are sons, Gal. iv. 6.) whereby we cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther, (%. e. we are assured that God is our Father, and so 
that we are heirs of God, and sons of the resurrection. . 

16. For) the Spirit itself, (Gr. the same Spirit) beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God 
(and this gives us a full assurance of that blessed life, en- 
abling us to conclude thus): 

17. And {{(therefore we be) children, then (are. we also) 
heirs; [ 14 ] heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ (the 
Son of God, now reigning gloriously in heaven); if so'be we 
suffer with him, (and so be conformed to his image, ver. 29.) 
that we may be also glorified together. 

18. ( Which sufferings we have reason to endure for the se^ 
curing this glorious estate;) for J reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time (we live in the world) are not w r orthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
[ 15 ] in us (or to the glory afterward to be revealed to us). 

. 19. For (so desirable is it, that) [ l6 ] the earnest expec- 
tation of the creature (subject now to vanity) waiteth for 
the manifestation of the sons of God (i. e. the whole race 
.of mankind earnestly expects it). 

20. For the creature was made subject to. vanity, not 
willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the 
same, (i.'e. the fi to-img, whole race of men, t) kt'htic av%p<*>- 
7rnn), 1 Pet. ii. 13. were made subject to corruption, not of 
their own accord, but by reason of Adam, who by his sin 
subjected his posterity to death and corruption, and the 
earth to a curse, Gen. iii. 17. and this creature waiteth) 

21. [ 17 ] In hope; because (Gr. on, that) the creature 
itself also shall be (then) delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty.of the sons of God. 

22. For we know that the [ 18 ] whole creation (all man- 
kind) groaneth and travaileth in pain together (under this 
bondage to corruption) until now. 

23 And not only they, but ourselves also, who have the 
first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the [*?] adoption, (viz. the glorious 
resurrection, and thereby) the redemption of our body. 

24. (Waiting, I say, for it, though we do not see it;) for 
(as yet) [ eo ] we are saved (only) by hope: but hope (of a 
thing) that is seen is not hope (truly so called) : for what 
a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for ? 

25.. But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with 
patience wait for it. 

26. (And as patience, so) likewise [ 21 ] the Spirit also hclp- 
eth (to relieve us in) our infirmities : for (when we are bur- 
dened with them) we know not what to pray for as we ought 
(whether for increase of patience under>or deliverance from, 
them; or if so, whether by absence from the body, or being 
clothed upon) : but the Spirit itself (or, the same Spirit, 
which testifies that we are the sons of God, ver. 16.) inter- 
ceded for us with groanings that cannot be uttered, (Gr. 
with silent groanings after this redemption, ver. 23. 2 Cor. 
v.2.4,5.) 

27. And he that searcheth the hearts (of the saints) 



knoweth what is the mind (or the desire) of the Spirit, for 
he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will 
(or purpose) of God (to give them this redemption of the 
body). 

28. And (though we know not in our distresses wltat to 
pray for in particular, or when we shall obtain this redemp- 
tion of the body, otSa/^v ll, yet we know) that [«] all things 
shall work together for good (for securing this happiness) 
to them that love God, to them that are [ 23 ] called (to the 
adoption of sons) according to his purpose (of bringing 
many sons to glory by him, Heb. ii. 10. he having predesti- 
nated us to the adoption of sons through Jesus Christ, ac- 
cording to the good pleasure of his will, Eph. i. 5. according 
to his purpose in Christ Jesus, 2 Tim. i. 9.) 

29. For whom he did (thus) [ w ] foreknow he also did 
[ w ] predestinate (or appoint) to be conformed to the 
image of his Son> (by having their vile bodies changed into 
the likeness of his glorious body, Phil. iii. 21.) that he might 
be the first-born (or chief) among many brethren, (who are 
to be coheirs and glorified together with him, ver. 17.) 

30. And (the method he used to bring those whom he had 
designed to be thus conformed to the image of his Son, was 
this, viz.) whom he thus predestinated, them he also called 
(first to the profession of the Christian faith): and whom 
he called (upon their cordial embracing of that faith), them 
he also justified (and sofreedfrom condemnation to death): 
and whom he justified, them he also f 26 ] glorified. 

31. What shall w r e say then (Gr. what say we then) to 
these things ? (L e. what farther ground of assurance, and 
so of patient waiting for these things can we want?) For if 
God be for us, who can (successfully) be against us (so 
as to frustrate, or deprive us of this glorious state) ? 

32. He that (in pursuance of this design) spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for ( the redemption of) us 
all, how shall he not also with him freely give us all things 
(belonging to that glory and happiness he hath purchased 
for us) ? 

33. [*t] Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect? (L e. to them who are called by him to Christianity, 
to hinder their redemption, by charging them with that guilt 
which rendereth them obnoxious to death.) E It is God that 
justifieth (and who will therefore glorify them). 

34. Who is he that condemncth (them to abide still under 
the power of death)? It is Christ that died (to redeem them 
from it), yea, rather that is risen again, (for their jus- 
tification^ llom. iv. 24. And if when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more 
being reconciled we shall be saved by his life, Rom. v. 10.) 
who is even at the right hand of God, (invested with all 
manner of power, that he should give eternal life unto them, 
John xvii. 2.) who also maketh intercession for us, (and 
so is able to save us to the uttermost, tig wavrtXic, lleb. 
vii. 25.) 

35. [* 8 ] Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
(that love which he hath shelved in procuring this redemption 
for us, ver. 37.) shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? 

36. (Befalling us) as it is written, (Psal.xliv. 22.) For 
thy sake we are killed all the day long; w T e are accounted 
as sheep (appointed) for the slaughter. 

37. Nay, (as there it is said, All this is come upon us, yet 
have we not forgotten thee, neither have we dealt falsely in 
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thy covenant, ver. 17, 18. so may all this happen to its, aXX' 
but) in all these things we are (already) [^J more than 
conquerors through (the grace and Spirit of) him that 
loved us. 

• 38. ( And I trust after this happy experience it will be so 
still,) for I am persuaded, that neither (fear of) death^ nor 
(hope of) life, nor (evil) angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers (persecuting us for Christ's sake), nor ( the) things 
(we endure at) present, nor things to come (or which we 
may hereafter suffer), 

39. Nor height (of honour), nor depth (of ignominy), 
nor any other creature (or thing), shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is (vouchsafed to us) in 
Christ Jesus pur Lord.- 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. VHf. 

['jVer. 1. 'EN Xptan^ In Christ.} The phrase etvath 
Xptarw, to be in Christ, saith Mr. Le Clerc, is often used by 
St. Paul, for being a Christian, which note he borrowed 
from Castalio, who renders it Christiani facti; but if 
either of them mean only Christians by profession, or by 
being only members of the Christian church, this will by no 
means agree with this place, nor any other of like nature: 
since freedom from condemnation, and other benefits con- 
ferred upon us through Jesus Christ, will riot follow our 
being Christians in this sense; but upon a lively faith in 
Christ, our union to him by the Spirit, and our being so in 
him, as to become new creatures, according to those words, 
ver. 9. If any man have not the Spirit of Christ dwelling in 
him, he is none of his; 2 Cor. v. 17. They that are Christ's 
have crucified the flesh, with its affections and lusts. (See 
1 Cor. i. 30. 2 Cor. x. 7. xiii. 5. Gal. iii. 28, 29. v. 6. 1 Thess. 
JWIG. Uohn v.20.) 

To7c *cara aaptca irkpataTOvat, a\\a Kara 7rveu/ia.] These 
words, saith Dr. Mills, are an addition to the text; see the 
proof of the contrary, Examen Millii in locum. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. 'O yap vofioq rov irvtvixarog, For the lata of the 
Spirit of life.] i. e. The Spirit of Christ giving me a new 
life, is now another law or rule of my actions, freeing me 
from the motions and power of sin, to which I was subject 
whilst under the law r , and from the death to which that sub- 
jected mc ; or the gospel, attended with the Spirit, hath 
wrought this freedom in me, as Methodius interprets the 
words, 6 yap vofioq rov Trvevfxaro^, 6 Se Ian to ivayyiXtov, 
Method, apud Phot. p. 918/ver. 3. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 3. To yap aSwvarov rov v6fiov,'For what could not 
be done by the law,] ii e. That freedom from the guilt of sin 
and death it could not minister, 6 Gtocrov iavrov vlbv iri^ag 
iv bfiotwfiaTt (raokoc afiaprlag, God sending his Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, sub. SOvarov inoiiiaz, hath made fea- 
sible : examples of the like ellipsis are numerous: so Luke 
xi.17. Every kingdom, ItafizpiaSuaa, divided against itself is 
brought to desolation, Ka\ oIkoq lirl oIkov, sub. hafitpiaSetc, 
and a house (divided) against a house falleth. That this is 
the sense is evident from Matt. xii. 25. Mark iii. 25. where 
it is oik-fa pepurSeiaa Kaff iavTj)V SO tceXevovruv, commanding, 
is to be understood after kwXuoVtwv, forbidding, ITim. 
iv. 3. and icaux^w, let him rejoice, is to be supplied from 
the ninth verse, James i. 9. 

[ 4 ] Eat irtpl dfiapTtac, And for sin.] This phrase in the Old 
Testament is the usual phrase for a sin-offering : so a biri- 



lockfor a sin-offering is /k><tx°v ^pl a/uaprfoc. Lev. iv.3. 
18. viii. 2. 14. ix. 2. 8. xvi. 3. 6. 27. ver. 9. 11. The lamb 
for a sin-offering is 7roo'j3arov irepl rfjc afiaprtag, Lev. iv. 32. 
or a/ivoc irepl afxaprtag, Lev. v. G, 7. Numb. vi. 16. And in 
like manner, the goat for a sin-offering is x^ at ? a **pl «A*«P" 
rlas, Lev. v. 6. or ytjiwQos\ Lev. ix. 3. 15. x. 6. xvi/5. 15. 
27. xxiii. 19, &c. The dove for a sin-offering is 6 rpvytovirepl 
afiapriac, Lev. v. 7. 'xii. 6. 8/ xiv. 22. 31. xv. 15, &c. The 
sin-offering is to 7repl apapTta^ Lev. v. 8,9. 11. vi. 30. vii. 
7. 37, &c.'and so in many other places. This therefore is 
sufficient to establish the sense of these words given in the 
paraphrased Now the constant effect of this sin-offering 
w r as this, to make an atonement for the sin committed, that 
it might be for given, and the guilt of it might be done away. 
It therefore seems most reasonable to interpret the effect 
of this sacrifice delivered in these words, And for sin con- 
demned sin in the flesh, agreeably to the constant design of 
all sacrifices for sin ; and then these words , must signify, 
not that he gave us power to kill sin, or, by this example 
of his wrath against it, engaged us to forsake our sinful 
course's; but that he took away its condemning power; he 
condemned that which before condemned us, enabling us 
to say, tIc 6 Karaicpfvwv ; who is he that condemns us? it is 
Christ that died, Rom. viii. 34. He killed siri, or made "it 
dead by that death, which caused it hot to be imputed to us 
to death, (2 Cor. xv. 19.) And this is the thingwhich the 
Jaw could not do ; it could not give life to a person con- 
demned to 'death ; (Gal; iii.' 21.) it could not justify, or free 
us from condemnation. . . ♦' 

[ 5 ] Kal vipl afiapTiag, And by a sacrifice for sin condemned 
sin in the flesh.} The plain meaning of these words, saith 
Mr. L. is this, that sin itself was condemned, or put to death 
in Christ's flesh, i. e. was suffered to have no life or being in 
the flesh of our Saviour, he being in all things tempted as we 
are, yet without sin, Heb. iv. 15. But this certainly is a- 
false interpretation ; for as sin could not be put to death in 
him, in whom it never lived, or could have any being ; so 
much less could this be done by his offering a sacrifice for 
sin, that being only done at the close of his life ; whereas 
Christ was free from sin from his conception ; and being 
done then by a sin-offering to make atonement for the guilt 
of sin. The true meaning of the words is therefore this,, 
that justification, or freedom from, the guilt of sin, which 
the law could not procure, because of the weakness of the 
flesh rendering us obnoxious to sin, and so to death for it; 
God by sending his Son in our human nature did procure, 
and by giving up his Son to be a sacrifice to make atone- 
ment for the sin committed by the flesh, eicpive icaO' dpaprtav, 
he judged against sin in the flesh; that is, either he shewed 
that it deserved condemnation, as requiring an atonement 
to free us from the guilt of it ; or else he, by this sacrifice, 
condemned that, which before condemned us, and took' 
away its power of condemning believers, enabling them to 
say, Who is he that condemns tis? It is Christ that died, 
ver. 34. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 4. To Sticaiwpa rov vopov, The righteousness of the 
law,} Is a phrase 4 which occurs only here, and Rom. ii. 26. 
where it plainly signifies the righteousness contained in the 
moral law, or those internalpiinciples of holiness, justice, 
and goodness, which are comprised in it, these being the 
weightier matters of the law, Matt, xxiii. 23. and the only 
things in which the uncircumcision, or the gentiles, could 
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keep ra SiKaiwfiara rov v6fiov, the righteousness of the law: 
here therefore, I conceive, the phrase bears the same sense, 
andconfutcs the vain imaginations of tho Antinomians. 

That which hath made most commentators interpret the 
third verse otherwise than I have done, seems to be this, 
that they seem a not sufficiently to- have, considered the 
double effect of our Lord's death and passion, and the 
order in which they are. placed in Scripture, v iz. (1.) free- 
dom from condemnation, justification, and reconciliation to 
God; and (2.) the vouchsafement of his Spirit, as the con- 
sequent of that faith which rendered us the sons of God; 
God being first reconciled to us by faith in his Son's blood, 
and then giving us this token of his love, viz. his Spirit not 
to dwell in our hearts ; by the first of which we arc justi- 
fied, and by the second we are sanctified ; by the first freed 
from the. law of death, by the second from the law of sin, 
1 Cor. vi. 11. the first is the grace of God, we being, jus- 
tified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, Rom. iii. 24. the second is the gift through 
grade: the first justification, {the second ?j Swpea Skatoo-u- 
vi7c, the gift following upon our justification, being justified 
freely by his grace, toe have peace with God, Rom. v. 1. 
And then, thelove of God is shed abroad in our hearts, by 
the Spirit that he hath given us, ver. 5. Ye aro all sons of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus, and'because ye are sons, God 
hath sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, Gal. iv. 6. 
Whence he is here styled the Spirit of adoption, ver. 16. 
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, that the 
blessing of Abraham (i. e. justification by faith) might come 
upon the gentiles, tliat they might receive the promise of tlie 
Spirit, Gal. iii. 14. For believing in him, we are sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise, Eph. i. 14. Now these 
two being always connexed, the apostle goes frequently 
from the. one to the other ; first mentioning our freedom 
from condemnation, then bur walking in the Spirit, ver. 
1; 2. Our freedom from the guilt of sin by the death of 
Christ, ver. 3. and then our fulfilling the, righteousness of 
tho law by the Spirit of Christ, ver. 4. And because the law 
could not justify, or free us from the condemning power of 
sin, therefore concluding that it could not give the Spirit 
of Christ to sanctify us, and that we therefore must be freed 
from the law, that we might serve God in the newness of the 
Spirit, Rom. vi. 7. Gal. iii. 3. ver. 6, 7. 9. 

(7] Ver. 6, 7. To be carnally minded, (Gr. <Pp6vrjfia rijc 
aapKog, thetvisdom of the flesh) is death, because the carnal 
mind (Gr. the wisdom oftheflesli)is enmity to God>fofit is 
not subject to the law of God, neither can be; .so they who 
are in the flesh cannot please God.'] Hence it is by somo 
inferred, that the unrcgencrate can do nothing that is truly 
good, nothing but what is evil, and displeasing to God. 

To this I answer, That this is one of tho texts abused by 
ahcient heretics, to prove that the flesh was by nature evil t 
we learn fromEpiphanius,* and from St. Chrysostom upon 
the place, who therefore well observes, that by flesh here, 
we are not to understand the body, or the substance of the 
body, aXAa rov aaptaKov j3fov teal KOGfiuebv, ml rpv<f>rJGi Kal 
aauntaQ yifxovra, rov o\ov aapm noiovvra rov av0pa>7rov, but a 
worldly carnal life, full of luxury and riotous living, and 
turning the ivhole man into flesh, as is evident from the 
phrase, the wisdom oftlte flesh, engaging us only to mind 



the* things of the flesh, and to be of the flesh, as the true 
Christian is of theSpirit, being led by, and walking in, the 
Spirit. And, saith Methodius,* were this said of them, 
who are in this body of flesh, that they cannot please God ; 
they who commit theft, whoredom, or any other like sin, 
could not, on this account, be subject to reprehension, by 
a just judge; it being then impossible for the flesh to be 
subject to the law of God ; nor could then the intemperate 
person be reduced to chastity and virtue, the body lying 
under a natural necessity, not to be subject to the law 
of God. 

Secondly, The apostle doth indeed say, that they, who 
thus mind carnal things, while they continue so to do, can- 
not please God ; this being only in effect to say, in the words 
of Chrysostom, aSvvarov rrovtipbv p.ivovra, that whilst men 
go on in their sinful courses, they cannot please God, or 
live in subjection to his laws : but then, saith he, as Christ 
only says, an mil, tree, whilst it continues such, cannot 
bring forth, good fruit ; but doth not say an evil tree can- 
not be made good, but on the contrary saith, make the tree 
good, that the' fruit may be good, Matt. xii. 33. so is it 
here; for the apostle, by his frequent exhortations to these 
carnal men, to crucify the flesh, and mortify the flesh, with 
its lusts, or tho deeds of it, and to put off the old man with 
his deeds ; by his threats, that if they live after the flesh they 
shall die ; and by his promises, that if through the Spirit 
they do mortify the deeds of the flesh, they shall live, doth 
shew, that men may cease to live according to the flesh, 
and may so mortify the deeds of the flesh, that they may 
live. God, saith Chrysostom, hath put this lv IXtvQtpi? 
irpoaipfatwg, in our free choice, so that; lv croi \onrov tori ml 
rovro ytvl&Sai, kqkuvo, .since the vouchsafement of the 
gospel, it is in thine own power to be carnally minded, or 
spiritually, there being now greater strength and induce- 
ment so to be than over. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 9. If any man be in Christ he is a new creature ; 
and he that hath not the Spirit of Christ dwelling in him, is 
none of his.] Hence it is plain, that none are truly said to 
be in Christ, by a profession of faith, provided they live not 
answerable to that profession, or be not renewed in mind, 
will, affections, and conversation; and from the following 
words, If f the Spirit of Christ dwell in you, he that raised 
the Lord Jesus from the dead, shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit dwelling in you, it is evident, first, 
that it is not the soul, but the mortal body, which theSpirit 
is said here, Z^ottouXv, to give life to. Secondly, That the 
promise of being raised by the Spirit of Christ belongs 
only to them, whose bodies shall bo raised to the resurrec- 
tion of life eternal. As'for others, they being only, Xpuma- 
vo^ dvofiaZSfxtv'oh Christians in name, and not in truth and 
sincerity, (1 Cor. v. 11.) and persons to whom Christ will 
then say, 7 never knew you, they shall bo raised by the 
power of Christ, but not by virtue of any union with the 
Spirit of Christ. 

[9] Ver. 10. To fitv cu>fia vtKphv Si ajiaprlav, Tlie body is 
dead becatise of sin.] That the apostle speaks not here of a 
moral, but of a natural death of the body, appears from 
this consideration, that in the verse following he speaks 
of this mortal body, and of the raising it from the dead; 
and that by the Spirit he doth not understand the spirit of 
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a man, but the Holy Ghost, is also evident, because this 
Spirit, in the foregoing verse, is the Spirit of Christ ; in 
the following verso, the Spirit that raised Christ from the 
dead, and will raise us, in whom he doth inhabit, from it. 

Now the reason why, after our freedom from condemna- 
tion by the death of Christ, our bodies are still subject to 
death, is thus assigned by the fathers;* Because should tve 
have lived for ever in this imperfect state, we should have 
sinned for ever, a^d therefore God permits good men still to 
die, that sin might not live for ever in them, doing this not 
out of his displeasure to punish them for sin, but out of 
mercy to free them from it. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 11. Zu)Oirot{)<TU ra SvriTa aSfxara bfiwv, Shall 
quicken your mortal bodies.] The late commentator and 
paraphrast, here exposed by Mr. Locke, is D. W.and yet 
he is so unhappy, as neither to approve of Mr. L/s inter- 
pretation, nor dislike his own. He cannot approve of Mr. 
L/s interpretation, that aQfia vtKpbv, and %vr\rov, signify a 
body morally dead, because sin reigns not in it; (1.) be- 
cause crui/xa vtKpbv, absolutely put, bears no such sense in 
Scripture, but only signifies a body without life, or breath, 
James ii. 26. (2.) Because this interpretation makes the 
apostle say, ver. 10. the body is dead already, i. e. as to 
all activity of sin, which reigns no longer in it, its' sinful 
carnal lusts being mortified, and yet makes him promise, 
ver..ll. that if the Spirit of God dwell in us, God shall 
quicken our mortal bodies, i.e. saith Mr. L. he shall de- 
liver them from the dominion of their carnal lusts; that 
is, it makes him promise God shall do hereafter what he 
told us, ver. 10. was already done. (3.) In those w r ords, 
he that raiseth Christ from the dead, the apostle must be 
supposed to speak of a real death of the body; and there- 
fore in the latter clause of the same sentence, he shall 
quicken their mortal bodies, it is reasonable to conceive, he 
speaks of quickening those bodies in the same sense, viz. 
by raising them from the dead. Nor hath Mr. L. said any 
thing of weight against this sense. For, 

First, Whereas he saith, It cannot be proved that ^vryra, 
mortal bodies, here signifies Hie same as vttcpd : (1 .) he hath 
not proved the contrary. (2.) His own interpretation 
plainly makes them both to signify the same. And, (3.) 
what is more likely than that trwjua vazpov, ver. 10. and 
awfiara SvTjra, ver. 11. should be of the same import? 
■ Secondly, When he addeth, that Svrrrbv, mortal, always 
signifies the thing joined with it to be living; he considered 
not that the same apostle saith, that at the resurrection 
from the dead, to Svrjrov rovro, this mortal body shall put 
on immortality ; and that when, rb Svrjr&v tovto, this mor- 
tal body shall have put on immortality; death shall be swal- 
lowed up in victory. Secondly, I add, that Svrjrov, when it 
relates, as here, to a body, to be quickened, never bears 
any other sense, but that of a dead body. 



* " Deus ejecit bominem de Paradiso, et & ligao Titac locgso transtalit enm*, non 
inri<Jeos ei lignum tU», qaemadinodom qoidam dicont, sed miserens ejos, ut nou 
perseveret semper transgressor; nequc immortale esset, qood esset circa eum pec- 
catum, et malam interminable el insanabile : prohibnit antem ejos transgressionem, 
interponens mortem, et cessare faciena peccatam." Iren. lib. iii. cap. 37. 

*0 Ofcc ftryaXTjir ilr^yfcrwiv 'Ka.fiffyt *rflg»ff» rl fxh Jut/uivriv aurcv tig rh alSfo* ir afjutg- 
rU ovra. Theoplt. ad Autnlicnm, lib. ii. p. 103. 

Th bharov o ©re; 7rpof aia/gitnr rnf kfAa^rlaq virtp hfAM sugars, Tva /txij u a9avaT«C 
hfxTf a>aTt('x<wa aZa+aro; J. Method, apod Epipb. Hacr. lxir. sect. 60. 

"lia fAh i&«MToy rifAtv r*i¥ a$xrrUv JtaTu^an. nasil. torn. i. Horn. " Qood Dens 
noo sitaotbor mali." I\ 38. 



Thirdly, If by, quickening here (saith he) be meant the 
raising them to life from the dead, hoiv can this be mentioned 
as a peculiar favour to those who have the Spirit of God? 
for. God will also raise the bodies of the wicked. Ans. 
True, but he will raise them by his power, not by his Spirit 
dwelling in them : not as the sonsof God, to be made joint- 
heirs with Christ, ver. 16, 17. but as the children of Satan, 
to be cast into the fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels: not, lastly, to live a happy life, ver. 13. but to die 
the second death. 

Lastly, Whereas he objects "the want of connexion in 
this interpretation, with the subject the apostle is here dis- 
coursingof, that is very plain ; for the apostle is here dis- 
coursing of the benefits and advantages which Christians 
shall receive by living, not after the flesh, but after tfie 
Spirit; that this will cause them to mind spiritual things, 
ver. 5. that it will give them life and peace, ver. 6. , So 
that though their bodies die because of sin, they shall ob- 
tain a happy resurrection through the Spirit dwelling in 
them; apa ovv, therefore, saith he, ver. 12. we are debtors 
not to live after the flesh, for they that do so, diroOvnaKovrat, 
shall die (not in the moral, but the penal sense), but theij 
who through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the flesh 
shall live; for, Ver. 14. as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God, and so shall obtain the 
adoption, i. e. the redemption of the body from corruption, 
vef . 23. 

[ 1X ] Aia rov IvotKovvTog avrov Trvevfiaroc lv ifjuv, By the 
Spirit that dwelleth in you.] This is spoken according to 
the opinion of the Jews, that the resurrection shall be 
effected by virtue of the Holy Spirit, which they conclude 
from those words of the prophet Ezekiel, xxxvii. 9, 10. 
Come, O Spirit, from the four winds, and blow upon these 
dead, that they may live. Thus was our Lord raised from 
the dead ; (1 Pet. iii. 18.) thus shall we be raised, who are 
the temple of the Holy Ghost, saith this verse. And with 
this agrees the doctrine of the ancient fathers: Our bodies 
rising by the Spirit (saith Irenaeus*), shall be made spi- 
ritual, and by the Spirit shall have life. — They who are dead 
and buried with Christ, may know that by the Spirit, which 
raised him up, they shall be raised.^ So Origen. 

[ ,2 ] Ver. 14. Yloi Gtov, Sonsof God.] The strength of this 
argument will be exceeding clear from these considera- 
tions; that the adopted sons of God are heirs of God, 
joint-heirs with Christ, and so must reign with him, ver. 17. 
which till they live again, and be raised from the dead, they 
cannot do ; and that their adoption is the redemption of 
their bodies from corruption, ver. 23. (2,) That we are 
then completely the sons of God, when wo are sons of the 
resurrection, Luke xx.37. when we have overcome, accord- 
ing to those words, Rev. xxi. 7. He that overcometh shall 
inherit all things, and I will be to him a God, and he shall 
be to me a son. And something like this is that of the Jews 
on these words, Psal. lxxii. 17. W \&, filiabitur Nomen 
ejus ; for, say they,J his name is called Jinnon, quia ipse 
filiaturus est omnes dormientes in pulvere, because he will 
raise, and so make sons, all that sleep in the dust. 

* " Deinde per spiritam sorgentia fiunt corpora spiritanlia, nti per spiritam sem- 
per manentem habeaat vitam." Iren. lib. v. cup. 7. 

t " Sciaot so per spiritam ejus qui suscitavil Jesnm a mortnis vivificaados esse, 
et ad Christ! sitnititadincm resnscitnndos a mortnis. 1 ' Orig. io Rom. viii. II. 

% Midrash TSUim in Psal. xciii. 2. ■* * 
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["] Ver. 15. YlvivfiaSovXtiae, The spirit of bondage.'] That 
tho law was to the Jews a yoke of bondage, the apostle 
doth inform us, Gal. v. 1. And that they who were under 
it, were in bondage to the elements of the world, Gal. iv. 
3. 8. that it gendered to bondage, and subjected its children 
to bondage, ver. 24, 25.31. that they were all their, life- 
time subject to bondage, through the fear of death, he in-: 
fopws us, Heb. ii. 15. And they had reason so to be, since, 
as the apostle tcachcth, the law given by Moses did not 
exempt them from the death which Adam's sin had brought 
upon them, but rather made that death abound, and them 
obnoxious to it on many fresh accounts ; for the lata en- 
tered that the offence might abound (unto death), Rom. 
v. 1. and the law coming, sin revived, and I died; and the 
commandment was found to be unto death, the motions of 
sin which were by the law working in their members to 
bring forth friHt vnto death, vii. 4. 10. This therefore 
gives a clear account of the paraphrase of the first part of 
the verse: But we, saith he, shall live a life immortal> and 
enjoy a happy resurrection/as being the sons of God, and 
in token of this we have received the Spirit of adoption, 
enabling us to call God Father, and assuring us we are his 
children, and so he being our God, must have prepared for 
us a city, Heb. xi. 16. 

[ w ] Ver. 17. K\iipov6fioi plv Obov, The heirs of God, joint- 
heirs with Christ.'] All having our share in this glorious 
inheritance, though he, as the eldest brother, hath a double 
portion. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 18.] Elcvfiag often signifies, to, or toivardsvs: 
and is so rendered in this Epistle, v. 8. Or, for «s, as 
xvi. 6. See for the first sense, 1 Cor. xiv. 3G. 2 Cor. i. 11. 
ix.5.8. x.l.xiii.3. Eph. i. 8, 9. Colos. i. 6. IThess. iv. 8. 
Heb. ii. 3. and for the second, 1 Cor. xv. 10. 2 Cor. ii.4. 
Eph. iii. 2. Colos. i. 25. 1 Thessl v. 18. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 19. "A7roKapadoKia rTjg Kriatwe, The earnest ex- 
pectation of the creature.] Here it is to be noted, that, in 
the sacred dialect, desire and expectation is ascribed to. 
creatures in reference to things they want, and which tend 
to their advantage, though they explicitly know nothing of 
them. Thus the Messiah is called wpoaSoida twv i$vwv, the 
Expectation of the gentiles, Gen. xlix. 10. mw, the Desire, 
of all nations, Hag. ii. 4. 

[ 17 J Ver. 21. 'Ett' iXuldi, Inhope.] So the Syriac and many 
Greek commentators do begin this verse. 

'A7to Tfje SovXdag rng <p%opag, From the bondage of corrup- 
tion.] That is, from the mortality which all their lives long 
made them subject to bondage. (Heb. ii. 15.) 
* [ 18 ] Ver. 22. fla<xa i'j Krimg, The whole creation.] All the 
world under that sense of mortality which still subjects 
them to bondage; for, as Cicero. confesses, * Death must 
be terrible to those, who with their life lose the enjoyment of 
all good things, and if it be an evil, must be an eternal evil, 
because it doth for ever deprive them of all good. That 
+ " Mortis metu omnisquietee vitce status perturbatur," the 
fear of it disturbs all the traiiquillity of life. And that 
this renders our whole life miserable, J" Qure cnim potest 
in vita esse jucunditas, cum dies et noctes cogitandum sit 
jam jamque esse moriendum V i. e. For what pleasure can 



* "Sit mars lerribilis lis quorum cam viu omnia exlinguunlar." Parad. 23. 
««Si mors malum csl aempilemum roilom." Tusc. Qutr»l. lib. i. p. J 190. 

t De fine bonoruin, lib. i. p. 38. { Tuscnl. Quseal. 1. 11. 15. 



there be in that life which is perpetually perplexed with the 
thoughts of death? 

['?] Ver. 23. XloGtaiav, The adoption.] I know there is 
another exposition of these words, to this effect: That by 
the creature, we are to understand the gentile world, in op- 
position to the Christian, the word i"W12 among the rabbins 
signifying the gentiles, in opposition to the Jews, the peo- 
ple of God; that their waiting for the manifestation of the 
soils of God, is their waiting to see what the Jews will do, 
who of them will be true sons of God, who not; who of 
them will embrace the faith of Christ, who not; their hap- 
piness depending punctually upon the issue of this: their 
being made subject to vanity, is their being subject to the 
vanity of their minds, ignorance, and idolatry, Rom. i. 21. 
Eph. iii. 20. Eph. i. 17. That to this idolatry they were 
made subject, not willingly, but by the devils imposing it 
upon them, as an act of religion, saith the reverend Dr. 
Hammond: " in pcenam incepti Babylonici," In punish- 
ment of their attempt to build the tower of Babel, saith Dr. 
Lightfoot. That their hopes of being delivered from this 
bondage, of corruption, is their hopes of being rescued from 
this idolatry, those filthy courses they were engaged in> 
and the bondage they were in to Satan ; and to be made 
Christ's freemen, to have a right to God's favour, and the 
future blessings consequent upon it, the word <j>6opa having 
that sense, (Deut. iv. 16. Wisd. xiv. 12. 2 Pet. i. 4. ii. 12. 
1 Cor. xv. 33. 2 Cor. xi. 3. But against every part of 
this interpretation there lies this objection, that it is not 
only wholly new, but wholly contrary to all antiquity, and 
also to the text; and itis liable to many just exceptions, 
as, v. g. first, ktlcfis, saith this interpretation, is the gentile 
world, whereas iraaa Krimg hath no such sense in Scripture. 
The phrase vctoa Krimg is used but three or four times more 
in the New Testament; twice in the Epistle to the Colos- 
sians, where Christ is styled the first-born Tratnjc Krimwg, 
of the whole creation, not only of the gentile world: and the 
gospel is said to be preached iv 7ra<r$ ry Krim-i, Colos. i. 23. 
i.e. to Jew and gentile, to tho whole world, or to all man- 
kind, ver. (>.; once in St. Peter, where subjection is required 
7Ta<rr> avOpwirivy kt'ktzi, to magistrates among men, 1 Pet. Hi 
13. not only heathen sure, but also Christian, when the 
government should be put into their hands ; and once in 
St. Mark, where the apostles are commanded to preach 
the gospel 7ra<ry ry kti$u; to every creature, Mark xvi. 15. 
Now because the same disciples are commanded to preach, 
etc 7ravra ra Wvrj, to all nations, Matt, xxviii. 10. hence it 
is argued, that 7racra Krimg signifies the heathen world, in 
opposition to the Jews; whereas it plainly signifies all 
nations, both Jew and gentile, as is evident from these 
words of Christ to them, that they should preach in his 
name repentance and remission of sins tig rravra r« i$w, to 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem, Luke xxiv. 47. And 
so the whole foundation of this interpretation is destroyed* 
for in these places 7ra<xa Krimg is equivalent to all man- 
kind. 

To wait for the manifestation of the sons of God, is not 
to wait to see what the Jews would do, who had not re- 
ceived the adoption, and were not the sons of God, as 
wanting that foith by which men become sons, Gal. iii. 20. 
but to expect n)v v/xirtpav rtXtiumv, our perfection, n)v 
a<p§apmav, our advancement to a state of'hicorruption; n)v 
piXXovcav vfiwv So£ai>, our future glory; so Chrysoslom,. 
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Theodoret, (Efcumcnius, Theophylact: for it must (by 
teason of the connective particle yap) be the same with 
the glory that is to be revealed, ver. 18: and with the glo- 
rious liberty of the sons of God, ver. 12. They expect (saith 

- Origen) that time when these things shall be revealed, which 
are prepared for them that are the sons of God. 

To be made the subject, to vanity, is not to be made sub- f 

Ject to idolatry, but to be made subject to corruption, r£ 
<j>Qooq\ so Chrysf»stom, (Ecumcnius, Theophylact; forrrjv 
tiaraiorrrra tca\u r*)v <j>9opav, he calls that mutability and 
vanity, to which all things in the world are subject, corrup- 
tion, saith Theodoret. When the apostle saith the creature 

r was made subject to vanity, and in bondage to corruption,* 
Mihi videtur quod.de hac mater iali, et cormptibitis corporis 
substantia ista dicuntur, neque enim corruptio alicui cui- 
quam dominatur nisi corpori; this, saith Origen, seems to 
be spoken of the body, for that only is subject to corrup- 
tion. As is apparent also from the thing they groan for, 
viz. the redemption of the body from corruption, that this 

.mortal might put on immortality, ox be clothed with its 
house from heaven, that mortality might be swallowed up 
of life, 2 Cor. v. 1 — 5. Secondly, it cannot truly be said 
that the heathen were not willingly subject to idolatry; 
for- the apostle saith, they subjected themselves to it 
against the light of nature/ and - so became without excuse, 
and that when they knew God, they did not glorify him 

fas God, Rom. i. 20 — 23. And this sense of the word va- 
nity is very frequent in the Psalms, and in Ecclesiastes. 
Thus David contemplating the frailty of man, and how 
soon he vanisheth away, cries out, Every man therefore is 
but vanity, tcl avfnravra jiarai6rr\g irag avSpwiroe £wv, Psal. 

rxxxix. 5. 11. And again, av0po>7roc fiarai6Tr\ri &>fioub%-n, Man 

• is like to vanity, his days pass away like a shadow, Psal. 
cxliv. 4. And because all things here below are so frail, 
so subject to change and to vanish, and man hath so short 
a time to possess them; therefore, saith the Preacher, Va- 
nity of vanities, are they, all is vanity, Eccles. i. 2. And 

,whcn Adam became mortal, he called his son Abel, vanity, 

'Gen. iv. 2. , 

- The vanity to which the whole creation is subject, doth 
: iiot therefore signify the vain employments and distractions 
'of this present life, but that state of mortality, from which 
the Psalmist infers, every man therefore is but vanity; for 

•it is* thus subject to vanity in hope of deliverance from that 
-bondage of corruption, which Mr. Le Clerc owns to be the 
•corruption to which our body is naturally liable, and from 
* : which we Christians wait to be delivered by the redemp- 
tion pf the body from corruption : (see note on ver. 23.) 
and therefore he who subjected us to this state, is not 
-God, who brought not death into the world, hut Adam, by 
whom sin entered into the world, and death by sin. To be 
delivered from this bondage of corruption, is not to be de- 
livered from idolatry, nor doth SouXcfarrjc <f>9opag ever bear 
this sense ; but the sense is ovk hi tarai <j>0aprri, the creature 
shall not then be corruptible, tarai yap tj Kritn's a<j>$aproc, 
Sxnrtp teal ti rjfxag ylyovt <j>SapTrj, -for as the creature was 
made corruptible by us, so shall it be made incorruptible 
with us: so (Ecumcnius, Theodoret, Theophylact. For 
that which it groans for is its redemption from corruption, 
(ver. 23.) Having thus offered my reasons against this in- 



terpretation, it will be very easy to confirm the ancient and 
true explication of the words from the scope and argument 
of the apostle here. For I have shewed from verl 11. th^t 
the apostle is here treating of the resurrection of the body 
. to eternal life; that, ver. 13. he declares that life belongs to 
them alone, who through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 
of the flesh; that, ver. 14. he proves they shall enjoy this 
life and resurrection, because they arc the sons of God; 
and, ver. 17. that being sons, they must be heirs of God, joint- 
heirs with Christ ; first suffering, and then reigning in glory 
with him ; that; ver. 18. to encourage Christians thus to 
suffer, he shews the greatness of that glory they shall then 
-enjoy, styling it $6%av fiiXXovaav tnroKaXvfpSrivai, the glory to 
be revealed hereafter, 1. e. after the sufferings of this present 
life, to which it is opposed, are ended : for, as Chrysostom 
and Theophylact well note, he ^aith not irpbg n)v fitWovoav 
avtmv, these sufferings are not worthy to be compared 
to our future case from them in this life; but irpbg ttjv /ilX- 
Xovcrav $6%av, to our future glory in the next; when they 
that have communicated with Christ in his sufferings,, shall 
rejoice in ttJ «7roKaXvi//ei r?jc So£rjc avTov, the revelation of 
his glory, saith St. Peter, 1 Pet. iv. 13. ovv&cfcaaovrai, shall 
be glorified with him; here, ver. 17. this glory he styles 
airoKa\v\pic twvvIwv rov Qtov, the revelation of the sons of 
God, ?. e. say the fathers, the time when they shall ttjv <*£- 
Sapaiav a7roXaju]3av£cr3'a£, become incorruptible, this corrup- 
tible putting on incorruption; when they shall appear to 
be the sons of God, t?}c avaaraatws viol ovtzq, being sons of 
the resurrection, ver. 14. comforting them in the expectation 
of it, and their groaning after it, with this consideration, 
thatitis the expectation of all the world/ and they groan 
together with them for it, desiring with tHem to be delivered 
from this bondage to conniption, into the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God, and adding, that not only they, but even 
Christians also, who had the first-fruits of that Spirit, ^yho 
•is the earnest of our inheritance, tig a-Kokvrpwaiv rijc ntpi- 
TTOinvtvs, till the redemption of the purchased jwssession, 
Eph. i. 14. and by whom we are sealed up tig ^ipav airo- 
\vTpw<TE(Ds, to the day of redemption, Eph. iv. 30. did groan, 
waiting for the adoption, viz. ttjv airoXvTpiiXTiv tov awfiarog 
rifx&v, the redemption of our bodies from corruption, ver. 23. 
For that this was the thing -for which they groaned, the 
same apostle informs us in these words; We that are in 
this tabernacle groan being burdened, that we might be 
clothed upon with our house from heaven,- that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life, 2 Cor. v.2. 4. And as here 
they, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, do thus groan; 
so there it is said, ver. 5. He who hath wrought this expec- 
tation in us is God, who hath also given to us the earnest of 
his Spirit. That this was the ancient and almost primitive 
exposition of these words, we learn from Irenaeus,* in these 
words, Oportet ergo et ipsam conditionem redintegratam 
ad pristinum, sine prohibitione servire justis, et hoc apos- 
tolus fecit manifestnm in ea quce est ad Romanos, sic dicens, 
nam expectatio creatura revelationemfiliorum Dei expectat: 
and from these of Tcrtulliau,t Time crit mail finis, cum 
prceses ejus diabolus abierit in ignem, cum revelatio filiorum 
Dei redemerit conditionem ct malo, utique vanitati subjectam. 
I differ only from the fathers in this interpretation, as (o 
this single circumstance, that I do not extend this desire of 



• Origen, in locam. 



TOL, V. 



• Lib. v. cap. 32. 36. p. 506. 



t Conlr Hermog. cap. 1). 
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the redemption of the body from corruption to brute beasts, 
and insensate creatures, but only to mankind in general, 
subject by Adam's fall to'mortality. 

[^J Vcr. 24. Ty yap tXir&t IcrwSrifiiv, We are saved by 
hope.'] Of this resurrection and redemption of the body, 
being begotten to a lively hope, through the resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, of an inheritance incorruptible, un- 
dented, and thatfadeth not away, reserved in the heavens 
for us; (1 Pet. i. 5.) and rejoicing in hope of the glory of 
God; (Rom. v. 2,) and through the Spirit waiting for the 
hope of righteousness through faith. (Gal. v. 5.) : 

[ 21 ] Vcr. 26. To 7rvevfia, The Spirit,] Here, cannot signify 
the spirit of a man, for that cannot be said to help with 'us; 
being a constituent part of us ; or to intercede for us, when 
toe know not ourselves 'what to pray for as ive ought ; for, 
saith Thcophylact, Moses thus prayed to see the land of 
Canaan, and Jeremy for the Jews, and St. Paul to be de- 
livered front the (horn in the flesh: but that Spirit of God 
who is said to intercede for us, not as an advocate or me- 
diator betwixt God and us, that being the office of our 
great High-priest ; but as an exciter or director of us in our 
addresses to God, to render them for matter according to 
the will of God, and for manner, fervent and effectual ; 
TTfjoaevxv Ivipyovjiivy}, in wrought prayer, and to make our 
very sighs and groanings prevalent; for he is here said only 
to intercede for us with sighs and groanings, excited by 
him, after that redemption to which he sealeth us, and of 
which he being the earnest and pledge, we arc hence moved 
with greater faith and fervency to long for the enjoyment 
of it : and this is the reason why I think not fit to interpret 
this passage with some of the fathers of a public chansma, 
or gift of prayer, since that must spend itself in words for 
the edification of the church, and not in silent groanings. 
(See Exod. ii. 24. vi. 5. Judg. ii. 18. Psal. xxxviii. 9. 
cii. 20. Acts vii. 34.) Thus when bur'Ebrd Tiad twice 
groaned in the Spirit, (John xi. 33. 38.) he saith, Tthank 
thee, O Father, that thou hast heard me, (ver. 41.) 

[-] Ver. 28. Tiavra, All thing s.]That uhderaZ/ things should 
be comprehended the sins of good men, is the unreasonable 
suggestion of St. Austin; and some of the schoolmen after 
him confuted the declaration of God by Ezekiel, That if (he 
righteous man forsake his righteousness and commit ini- 
quity ,in the sin that he hath done shall he die; (Ezek. xviii.) 
and by this apostle declaring to the Hebrews, The just 
shall live by his faith, but if he draws back, my soul (saith 
God) shall have no pleasure in him. (Heb. x. 37, 38.) 
Secondly, The test of love to God being keeping his com- 
mandments, this interpretation makes the sense of these 
words run thus : To them that keep his commandments, even 
all their disobedience to them, shall work together for 
good. Thirdly, If the word all things comprehend all the 
sins that are or can be committed by them that love God, 
they may as well rejoice in all their wickedness, as in all 
their sufferings for the sake of Christ, seeing they may re- 
joice in that which by God's "designation tendcth to their 
good; and so all the motives urged chap. vi. to engage 
them to die to sin, and live no longer in it, must not only 
be enervated, but even esteemed motives designed to hinder 
them from, that which is tor their good, or, according to the 
descants of St. Austin and St. Bernard, to hinder their pro- 
ficience in caution and humility. 
["] Called according to his purpose.] From these words 



some arguo thus: If all that love God are called ac- 
cording to his purpose, then had he no purpose of calling 
them that do not love him. If they who are foreknown 
are predestinated to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, they who are not conformed to it were not fore- 
known. Now, in answer to these arguments let it be ob- 
served, that this text expressly speaks of those, who ac- 
tually love God, not of those whom Godhath loved with 
this supposed discriminating affection ; and that to love 
God, and to be called according to his purpose, arc words 
put by way of Apposition, to shew that they are both of the 
same import; that which God purposed in calling us by 
Christ being this, that ice might be holy cimlnnblamable 
before him in love; (Eph. i. 4. 9.) so that the whole of this 
argument may. be granted : they who are called by God 
according to his purpose, or arc "effectually called, so that 
Gods calling hath its designed effect upon them, being 
only such as love God, and are conformed according to 
the image of his Son. And let it be farther observed, that 
when the apostle saith in the following verSc, 8ft ovq irpoiy- 
vw,for ivhom he foreknew, &c. thQ particle on is f connective, 
and this verso giving the reason or confirmation of what 
was spoken in the former, it'seemS necessary to interpret 
these words thus, whom he foreknew to be persons called 
according to his purpose, and therefore qualified for the 
adoption mentioned ver. 23. theni he predestinated to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son. (See the note on ver. 29.) 
•And it deserves to be considered, that all antiquity to the 
time of St. Austin, do with one consent concur in the in- 
terpretation of Pseud-Ambrosius on this place, viz. " Quos 
praescivit sibi devotos, ipsos elegit ad promissa pfaemia 
capessenda;" -Tliose whom he foresaw would be devoted to 
his service, he elected to the reivard jwomiscd such persons; 
those ivhom he foreknew to 'be robe d^iovg rijc KXfoewe, wor- 
thy to be called: so Theodoret and Theophylact. Some 
of them in their descants upon these words, called accord- 
ing to purpose, expound them of the purpose or free- 
will of man, declaring that a man is called Kara irpoalpzaw, 
according to his choice; and that *ou kXi'wg fxovov, aXXak-al 
Vj 7rp6$£<Tig twv KaXovfiivwv awTr)plav elpyaaaTo, it is not the 
calling only, but the purpose of those that are called, which 
works salvation. For who, saith Origen,t should be called 
to justification, but those God loves? The apostle, saith 
he, ttjv tov l<j> J rifxiv alrlav 7repi<rn)CFi tT)Q rrpoSiatwe, koi riic 
npoyvuxrewG, makes the will of man the cause of God's pur- 
pose and foreknowledge, by saying, We know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God; "On a^ioi 
tlcri <Tvvtpy(<T£w<;, they being ivorthy of his co-operation. And 
in his Latin commentary on these words he saith, he uses 
the word f or ekneiOy to shew that they were foreknown by 
God ; ""In quibus sciens quales csscnt, amorcm suum 
Deus affectumque posuissct," On ivho7ii God placed his 
affection, as knowing what they tvould be. 

Secondly, If, saith he, you will refer this purpose to Go3, 
men arc then called according to the purpose of him, "Qui 
sciens in eis rcligiosam mentem, et salutis incsse deside- 
rium," Wio knowing they had a religious mind and a desire 
of salvation, called them; and in this sense neither the cause 
of our perdition, or salvation, will be placed in Gods fore- 
knowledge, nor our justification, only in our calling; "ne- 
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que gloriari de nostra penitus potestate.sublatum est;" 
nor will our glorification be wholly exempt from our own 
power. Moreover he adds, that by embracing this absurd 
opinion, which saith, man. therefore is not justified, and so 
not glorified, because he is not predestinated, — and that 
he. is not predestinated, because not foreknown; "Ingen- 
tem fenestram aperiemus eis, quLnegant in hominis potes- 
tateesse ut sal vus fiat;" We shall give great advantage to 
them tvho denyjlit^, it is in the power. of mart to be saved; 
whence, they, infer, that they are guilty of no fault who are 
not justified, because they are not called, are not predesti- 
nated, are not foreknown. And CEcunienius saith, .the 
apostle mentions being called according to the purpose, that 
he might not fall into an absurdity, which would follow, 
cl 6 Qiog nvag. tv e7rolr)<re, rtvag Sc ov, teal TTpoawirok^tac 
aTt'aWuTTei tov.Qzov, if God should do good to some persons, 
arid not to others ; and tliat he might free him from being an 
accepter, of persons. Wherefore, according to the received 
interpretation of the ancient fathers, the import of these 
words is this : Those whom God foresaw would be true 
l9vers of him, fit for the kingdom of God, and a£toi, worthy 
of the peace and blessings of the gospel, he preappointed 
to be conformable to the image of his Son, that is, to be > 
like him in glory ; (ver. 17.) them also he called in due time 
to the salvation promised and offered in the gospel; (2Tim. 
i..8j.9..Tit. i. 2, 3.) and they believing in Christ upon his 
call, he justified them from and remitted all their past sins; 
(Aetsxiii. 38, 39. Eph. i. 7.) and them he also glorified, by 
giving them that Spirit, who is the earnest of that glory; 
(Eph. i. 13.) and by participation of which Spirit, Christians 
are said not only to behold the glory of the Lord, but also 
to be changed into the same image, from glory to glory. 
So Origen on this place. And this exposition agrees well 
with the context; for the apostle had said before, that 
Christians having the first-fruits of the Spirit, groaned after 
this redemption of the body, ver. 23. 26. that the Spirit 
Iielpeth their infirmities, interceding for- them, tvith silent 
groanings after it; and that he intercedeth for the saints 
according to the mind of God, to give them this redemption; 
and then it follows, olSa/xev S£, therefore we know that all 
things shall tvork together for good to them that love God. 
- [-*] Ver. 29. "On ovc Ttpotyvo), For whom he did foreknow.'] 
This particle on is connective ; and this verse giving the 
reason or confirmation of what was spoken in the former, 
i't seems necessary to interpret it thus ; Whom he foreknew 
to be persons called according to his purpose, and therefore 
qualified for this adoption.- It- therefore is to be observed, 
that the words know and foreknow, in the Scripture lan- 
guage, import an affeetionato knowledge, joined with ap- 
probation and affection. So Matt. vii. 23. John x. 14. 
1 Cor. viii. 8. If any man love God, ovrog tyvwarat, he is 
known of God; Gal. iv. 8. But now that ye know God, or 
rather are known of God ; 2Tim.ii. 19. tyvw Kvptog, the -Lord 
knoweih who are his. So is the word -n-poir/vw used in this- 
Epistle, xi. 2. when the apostle saith, Tlie Lord hath not 
cast off his people, ov Trpoeyvio, whom he foreknew to be 
faithful,* as were those seven thousand persons who had 
hot bowed the knee to Baal; whom he thus foreknew. 
See note [*]on chap. xi. 



* " Quos pnescivit futaros sibi devolos, ipsos elegU ad proraissa pramia ca- 
pcuenda." 



[*f| npowptcrs, He before appointed.] To be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that as they had borne the image of 
the earthly Adam, they might also bear the image of the 
heavenly, 1 Cor. xv. 49. Having glorious bodies like. to 
his, saith Theodoret; and this agrees well with the scope 
and subject-matter of this chapter, and with the following 
words, That he might be thefirst-born, or chief, among many 
brethren; for as here these brethren are said to be coheirs 
with him, the elder brother, (ver. 17.) so elsewhere he is 
styled, The first-born from the dead, that in all things he 
might have the pre-eminence, or that they might be changed 
into his image by the participation of the same Spirit. (See 
note on 2 Cor. iii. 18.)- 

[**] Ver. 30. Toutoiic Kail$6Za<n, TJiem lie also glorified.] 
At present in their head Christ Jesus; (They being blessed 
tvith all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, Eph. i. 3. Tliey being quickened together with Christ, 
and raised up together, and made to sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, Eph.- ii. 5, 6.) and them he will 
hereafter glorify by making their vile bodies like unto his 
glorious body. Or, 

Tovtovq m\ IdoZaae, Them he hath also glorified,] By 
giving them that Spirit who is the earnest of their glory, 
'ESo&kte 8m rwv x a 9 l<T f i ^ T0JV > &a rfjc vloSzmag' Aid rwv x a " 
pt<TfidTb>v trie vloStalac. So Chrysostom and CEcumenius. 
*E$6%acrevvlove 6v0jua?ojU£V0Cj kol 7rvevfxaTog aytov Sw privet fievog 
X<*pw> Theodoret and Theophylact. Magnificavit illos tit 
similes fiant filio Dei, Pseud- Ambrosius. And by reason 
of which Spirit given, with the preaching of the gospel, 
the ministration of justification is said to be Iv So£^, in 
glory, as being the ministration of the Spirit, 2 Cor. iii. 
8 — 11. and we by participation of this Spirit of the 
Lord, are said, not only to behold the glory of the Lord, 
but also to be changed into the same image tvith him from 
glory to glory, ver. IS. see the note there, and John xvii. 
22. So Origen on the place ; De glorificaiione possumus 
in prcesenti seculo intelligere quod dicit apostolus, nos 
autem omnes revelatd facie gloriam Domini speculantes, 
eadem imagine transformamnr d, gloria in gloriam, tan- 
qnama Domini Spiritu. In favour of this interpretation 
let it be noted, that when the apostle speaks of our final 
glorification in this chapter, he still speaks of it, as of a 
thing future, saying, We shall be glorified with him, (ver. 
17, 18. 21.) whereas he here speaks of it as a thing past, 
saying, whom he hath justified, them he hath also glorified. 
So when a miracle was wrought, in Christ's name, tSo&to-e, 
God glorified him, Acts iii. 13. (See Luke iv. 15. John viii. 45. 
xi. 4. xiii. 31, 32. xvi. 14. 1 Cor. xii. 26.) And when God 
wrought signs by Moses, iS^aorev avrbv, heglorifiied him, Ec- 
elus. xlv. 3. (See the preface to the Epistleto the Galatians.) 

t 27 ] Ver. 33, 34.] Here it is well observed by Mr. L. that 
these words being read by way of interrogation, as is ver. 
35. carry a full and clear sense thus: Who shall plead 
against God's elect? Shall the God tvho justifies them do it? 
Who is he that condemns them? Can it be that Christ who 
died for them? 

[23] Ver. 35. Nothing shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus.] To answer the argu- 
ment hence urged, to shew that men cannot fall from grace, 
because if once they truly loved God, they cannot cease 
to do so, let it be noted : 

First, That this inquiry is not, who shall separate us fi om 

4R2 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



676 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS ON 



[CHAP. iXr 



the lovo with which we love God and Christ; but who 
shall separate us, who truly love God, and, testify that 
}oyc by our obedience to his commands, (John xv. 10.) and 
our patient sufferings for his sake, (ver. 36, 37.) from his 
affections towards us. 

The apostle therefore only intimates, that such persons 
continuing in the love of God, shall be preserved by hitn 
from, or enabled to overcome, the temptations hero men- 
tioned, and so supported by his grace and Holy Spirit, as 
to be able to triumph over them. But he doth not say, 
that the love of no Christian shall wax old, Matt. xxiv. 
12. that none of them shall lose his first love, Rev. ii. 6. 
were there no fear of this, why doth Christ exhort his dis- 
ciples to continue in his love? John xv. 9. ,and his apo- 
stles exhort others to keep themselves in the love of God, 
Jude 21. to continue in the grace of God, 13. 43. to look 
diligently to it, that they fall not from the grace and favour 
of God? Hcb. xii. 15. Note. 

Secondly, That the apostle dpth not say that nothing shall 
separate true believers from the love of God, or Christ ; 
but only saith, at vcr. 38. iritniaixat, I am persuaded nothing 
will do it: nor have I any cause to fear, that any of these 
temporal sufferings or enjoyments should shake their stead- 
fastness, in expectation of those eternal- and inestimable 
blessings which God hath promised, and Christ hath pur- 
chased for his church; these light afflictions being not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed, 
(ver. 18.) and all co-operating for the good of them that love 
God, (vcr. 28.) that as for the weakness of the flesh, which 
rendered these temptations so dreadful, and gave strength 
unto them, they lived in hopes of a glorious redemption of 
the body from them ; (ver. 23.) and whilst they groan under 
them, they have the' assistance of the Spirit of God to 
strengthen them, and help them to bear their infirmities; a 
powerful and loving Father to be with them, a Saviour 
exalted to the right hand of God to intercede for them, (ver. 
33, 34.) .Upon all. which accounts, he might well say, lam 
persuaded, that none of these things shall separate you 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus.' The apo- 
stle doth not by these words intend to teach believers, that 
they could not be shaken by these things; for this would 
have contradicted the drift of his Epistles, in which he doth 
so often express his fears, lest they should be shaken with 
them; and so far tempted by them, as to be moved away 
from the hope of the gospel, (Colos. i. 23.) and render all his 
labours vain; (1 Thess. iii. 3,4.) and offers so many argu- 
ments and motives to prevent the effect of those tempta- 
tions; but only doth intend to say, that upon these consi- 
derations, they had so great inducements to persevere and 
continue in the love of God, as made him strongly per- 
suaded that they would do so. 

[ fi 9] Ver. 37. 'Y-xcpytRMfiev, We are more, than conquerors.] 
For we not only bear, but glory in tribulations: (Rom. v. 3.) 
we are in deaths often, but still delivered from death; 
(2 Cor. i. 30.) and as the sufferings of Christ abound to- 
ivards us, so also doth our consolation under them abound 
through Christ* . ' , 

CHAP. IX. 

1. ( jCJiSfor tKe unbelieving Jews, my brethren in the flesh, 
that what I am to speak concerning them may not seem to 



proceed from any disaffection to them,] I say the truth in 
Christ, I lie not, [*] my conscience also bearing mo witness 
in the Holy Ghost, (u e. I call Christ and the Holy Ghost 
to bear witness with my own conscience, that I only speak 
the truth, when I say,) 

2. That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in 
my heart (on the account of their infidelity, that obdura- 
tion and spirit of slumber, and that rejection of them, which 
are the dismal consequences of their unbelief)., 

3. For (so great is my concern for them, that were it 
proper, and could it avail to the procuring their salva- 
tion,) [*] T could wish that myself were accursed from 
Christ for (these) my brethren, my kinsmen according to 
the flesh : 

4. (And surely, I have very great reason to be highly con- 
cerned for them) who are Israelites ; (L e. persons de- 
scended from one whose faith and virtue were so eminent, 
that as a prince he prevailed with God, and so had his name 
changed from Jacob to Israel, as a mark of God's affection 
to him, Gen. xxxii. 2S.) to whom pertaincth the adoption,' 
(God having owned them as his sons and his first-born, 
Exod. iv. 22, 23. Hosea xi, 1.) and the glory, (the Sche- 
chinah, or glorious presence dwelling among them between 
the tivo cherubims, and from thence shining forth upon 
them, Psal. 1. 2. lxxx. 2.) and the covenants, ( made with 
Abraham, Gal. iii. 17. and with Moses, Exod. xxiv. 8. 
the two covenants, Gal. iv. 24. the old and new covenant, 
Jer, xxxi. 31. xxxii. 40.) and the giving of the law 
(that writ with his own finger in tables of stone, Deut. x. 
1. 4. and many other excellent judicial laws), and the (ac- 
ceptable) service of God, and, the promises (not only of 
signal blessings in the land of Canaan, to those who should 
observe his laws, but the promise of a Messiah, and of a new 
covenant established upon better promises) ; 

5. Whose are the fathers, (they being the offspring of* 
those patriarchs to whom the promises were first made, Heb. 
xi. 9. 13. 17.) and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ 
(the promised Messiah) came, (he being born of one of their 
nation, and so according to the flesh their offspring, even he) , 
who (according to his Divine nature) is [ 3 ] over all, God 
blessed for ever. Amen. . 

G. (But we must) not (exaggerate this blindness and re- 
jection of the Jews, whose were the covenants and the pro- 
mises, in prejudice of the veracity of God,) as though the 
word of God had taken none effect; (i. e. the promises of 
God concerning the seed of Israel, and the blessings to be 
conferred upon them IkttLtttukiv, had failed; this doth by no 
means follow.) For they [ 4 ] are not all Israel, who arc of 
Israel: (4. e. all that are descended from the loins of Israel 
by carnal generation, are not the children of the promise 
made, to Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 14. which yet are only to be 
accounted for the seed, ycr. 8.) 

7. Neither, because they, are the seed of Abraham (ac- 
cording to the flesh), are they all children (of the promise 
made to Abraham): but (only they who are the seed of 
Isaac, for thus the promise runs,) In Tsaac shall thy seed 
be called. 

8. That is, they which arc the children of the flesh (of 
Abraham, and have the sign of the covenant in their flesh), 
these arc not (on that account alone) the children of God : 
(of whom it is said, I will be a God unto thee, and thy seed 
after thee, Gcni xvii. 7.) but (they only who are) the chil- 
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dren of the promise (as Isaac was) are (to be)[ 5 ] counted 
for the seed. 

9. For this is the word of promise, (Gen. xviii. 10.) At* 
this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a son (which 
words confine the children of the promise to the seed of Sarah, • 
excluding that of Hagar from it). 

10. And not only this (instance is proper to demonstrate 
the distinction of the seed.of Abraliam according to the pro- 
mise); but (tttat) also (of) Rebecca who conceived by 
one, even by our father Isaac (two children born of, the 
same father, and of the same mother, and lying in the same 
toomb); ' \ . 

11. For the [^children (of her womb), being not yet 
born, neither having done any good nor evil, (which might 
move God to dislike the one more than the other, as may be 
alleged in the. case of Ishmael), that [ 7 ] the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of (Gr.from) works, 
but of him that calleth; (i.e. that the purpose of God in 
preferring one of these seeds and nations before the other, 
to be the promised seed, and so his church and people, might 
appear to be, not on consideration of their works, but his free 
choice;) 

12. It was (then) said unto her, The elder (in his pos- 
terity) shall serve the younger, (i. e. shall be inferior to him, 
ivho had tlvt right of primogeniture according to the flesh. , 

13. According to which preference it happened to their 
posterity,) as it is written, (Mai. i. 2, 3.) Jacob have I. 
loved, but Esau have I hated. 

14. What shall we say then (after. these instances)? Is 
there (any cause to say there is) unrighteousness with 
God ? (in taking then, for the seed of Abraham, or for his 
so?is and people, the posterity of Isaac, rattier than of Ish- 
mael; the posterity of Jacob, rattier than the Edomites? 
or in calling now the gentiles, and upon their faith own- 
ing them for his; people, the spiritual seed of Abraham ; and 
rejecting the Jews from these advantages and privileges, be- 
cause of their unbelief?) God forbid (that we should ac- 
cuse God of unrighteous dealing upon this account). 

15. For (to begin with the freedom which God reserveth 
to himself, in shelving acts of grace and favour to an offend- 
ing people, m this he only doth what) ho saith to Moses, 
(he would do, making this declaration to him, Exod. xxxiii. 
19.) [ 8 ] I will have mercy on whom 1 will have mercy, and 
I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 

1G. So then (these instances shew, that) ,p] it is not of 
him that willeth, (for Abraham willed that Ishmael might 
live to be partaker of the blessings promised to his seed, 
when he said, O that Ishmael might live before thee! Gen. 
xvii. 18. and when he was grieved at the saying of Sarah, 
the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with my son 
Isaac, Gen. xxi. 11.) nor of him that runneth (for when 
Esau ran to fetch venison for his father, that he might re- 
ceive the blessing, Gen. xxvii. 5. God's ivisdom saw it fit to 
have it otherwise), but of God that sheweth. mercy (that 
any one is chosen to be the seed to which the promise made 
to Abraham belongs, and so to be his church and people. 

To proceed now to the other part of the objection, the 
seeming injustice or severity of rejecting and reserving 
them to wrath, and of giving them up. to an obdurate 
heart, who will not accept of the way God hath appointed 
for their justification, viz. that of faith in Christ, but rather 
will continue in their infidelity ; this will be cleared by an- 
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other instance, that of Pharaoh, who had so often hardened 
his heart, refusing to let Israel go.) 

17. For the Scripture saith (upon that account} to Pha- 
raoh, Even for this cause [ 10 ] have I raised thee up (i.e. 
have made thee stand in the plague of biles, and prolonged * 
thy life for some farther time), that I might (the more il- 
lustriously) shew my pow r er in thee, and that my name 
miglit be declared throughout all the earth, (by that con- 
spicuous judgment I will execute upon thee, in the sight of all 
natious of the earth, Josh. ii. 10. ISam. iv. 8.) 

: 18. Therefore (from these instances and scriptures we 
may learn that) [ u ] he (God) hath mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and (that) whom he will he hardeneth (or 
reserves for punishment). 

19. Thou wilt say, then to me (against this account 
of the Divine dispensations towards the unbelieving Jews, 
If God hardeneth us because he will), why doth he yet find 
fault (with us for our impenitence)? .For who hath (at i 
any time) resisted his will? (Hoiv therefore is it in our* 
power to avoid being hardened, if it be his will we should 
be so?) . ^ , .. , ' . j>\ ., t , .' • 

20. Nay but, O man, who art thou 'that repliest (thus) 
against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed 
it, Why hast thou made me thus? , . 

21. Hath not the [ 12 ] potter power over the clay, of the 
same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another 
unto dishonour? » 

- 22. What (therefore) if God,( being) [* 3 ] willing to shew 
his wrath, and to make his power (more illustriously) * 
known, endured with much long-suffering (you refractory 
Jews, which were so long ago) the vessels of wrath fitted 
for destruction, (or for breaking, Psal. xxxi. 13.) what 
reason have you to complain against him on this account? 

23. And (what if God) that he might make known the 
riches of his glory (shewed mercy) on the vessels of his 
mercy, [ u ] whom he had before (by working faith in them) 
prepared unto glory (or to be a glorious church)? 

24. Even us/ whom he hath called, (us, I say,) not of the 
Jews only (the natural seed of Abraham), but also of the 
.gentiles? (Wliat is there in this that should offend you? 

25. For, first, as for the called gentiles, is not this the' 
very thing foretold by their own prophet Hosea, when he in- 
troduceth God thus speaking,) As he saith also in Osee, I 
will call them my people, which were not my people ; and 
her beloved, which (then) was not beloved. 

26. And it shall come to pass, that in the place (and 
nation) where (formerly) it was said unto them, Ye are 
not. my people ; [ 15 ] there shall they be called (i.e. there 
sliall arise a people which shall be called) the children of 
the living God. 

27. (And whereas but a small remnant of Israel have be- 
lieved, and so but a few of them are fitted to be vessels of his 
mercy; is not this also the very thing foretold by their oivn 
prophet) Esaias also, (ivhen he) cricth concerning Israel, 
(x.'22, 23.) Though the number of the children of Israel be 
as the sand of the sea, (yet) a remnant (only of them) 
shall be saved (i* e. shall be \ converted to good, say the ' 
Jews, and so continue to enjoy the name and title of his 
people): 

28. For(saith he) he will finish the work, and cut it short 
in righteousness :. because [ l6 ] a short work will the Lord 
make upon the earth (i. e. the land ofJudea). 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



G78 



A PARAPHRASE WITH ANNOTATIONS ON 



[chap. IX, 



29. And {this hath happened according) as Esaias said 
before, (i. 9. Tliat there was a timeichen the sins of that peo- 
ple were so highly provoking, that) except the Lord ot'sa- 
baoth bad left us a seed, {except his exceeding goodness had 
redeemed ns in mercy, there were sins in us, saith the Chal- 
dee paraphrast, for which) wo had been as Sodom, and 
been made like unto Gomorrha. 

30. [ 17 ]What shall we say then? (jl o5v Ipovfizv ; what 
do ive say then? i.e. what is therefore the substance of what 
I have intended in this discourse? It is even this,) That the. 
gentiles which followed not after righteousness {i. e. who 
before the coming of Christ were not solicitous touching jus-; 
tification before God, as having no idea and no notice of 
it, or call to it, and so as little thottght.of being preferred 
before Israel, as Isaac, being not bom, of being preferred 
before Ishinael; and Jacob in the ivomb, of being chosen to 
be the promised seed before Esau), have {yet, through God\ 
grace and favour through faith,) attained to righteousness, 
even the righteousness which is of faith {and so are made 
God's, and his peculiar people). 

31. But Israel, {to whom the promises were first made, 
and) which followed after ;the law of righteousness {%. e. 
earnestly pursued after righteousness, and acceptance by the 
ivorks of the law), hath not attained to the law of righteous- 
ness, {or to the righteousness which God accepteth. 

32. And) wherefore f& it so)? Because (they sought not 
this justification) by (that) faith (which alone God pre- 
scribed for. that end), but [ 18 ] as (if) it were (to be. ob- 
tained) by the works, of the law, (by which no flesh can be 
justified, iii. 20. and the reason why they sought not by 
faith in Christ is this), for they [* 9 ] stumbled at that stum- 
bling-stone; (and so it lutppenedto them,) 

- 33. As it. is written, Behold, I lay in Zion a [ 20 ] stum- 
bling-stone and a rock, of offence rand whosoever.be- 
lieveth on him shall not be ashamed, (but they that be- 
lieve not shall stumble, and fall, and be broken by the stone 
of stumbling, and rock of offence, Isa. viii. 14, 15.) 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. IX. 

[*] Ver. I. SYMMAPTYPOVSHS fioi rJ} c ouv«8fc«wc h 
rfvevpari ay'tM, My conscience bearing witness in (or with) 
the Holy Ghost.] This verse not only shews, that in cases 
of great moment, which cannot otherwise be sufficiently 
confirmed, a Christian may establish his saying by an oath ; 
but also that he may swear by Christ, and by the Holy 
Ghost, and call them to be witnesses of the sincerity of his 
own conscience in what he doth assert. So Philo, Bzdv 
fiaprvpa koXw tov gvvuBotoc, I call God to witness with my 
conscience. Now an oath being an act of religious wor- 
ship, in which God is called upon as a witness to the 
truth, or an avenger of the falsehood of what wo testify or 
promise, by swearing by our Lord Christ, and the Holy 
Ghost, the apostlo must perform an act of religious wor- 
ship to them, and by that agnise their Divinity, according 
to those words of Moses, Thou shaltfear the Lord thy 
God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name, Deut. 
vi. 13. And by calling upon them to bear witness to tho 
secrets of his heart and conscience, he must ascribe to 
them the knowledge of the secrets of the hearts of men, 
which is the prorperty of God alone. (1 Sam. xvi.7. 1 Kings 
i.39. 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. Psal. vii. 9. Jer. xi. 20. xvii. 10. 
xx. 12.) . . 



[ fi ] Ver. Z.'YLvyfiiiqv yap avdOtfia ilvm, For I could wish 
myself accursed.] The word anathema being still used in 
St, Paul's Epistles in tho severest sense, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 
Gal.i. 8, 9. and the words avaOtpa thai curb tov Xpurrov, 
to be anathema from Christ, importing, in their literal sense, 
a separation from Christ himself, and not only from the 
external communion of his church, and being in the des- 
cants of the Greek* fathers the same as x<*P M $n val T nc 
ayanric, Itanuziv rijc So£>jc, aX\6rptov tlvat rov Xptarov, <( a 
salute separari," to be separated from the love of Christ,* to 
be alienated from him, to fall from the glory and the salva- 
tion purchased by him ; I think it reasonable to interpret 
the apostle's words inrthis sense. Nor is it a sufficient 
objection against this. interpretation, that this can be no 
truly Christian wish, for the apostle doth'not say, I wish, 
but as the ancients do well interpret him, tV lvt\wpu, d 
lvtS£x* T0 > if M were Proper to make such a ivish ; • if it would 
avail to make so great, a multitude happy, i)vx6}ir\v " op- 
tarim equidem," I could even ivish so great a blessing to my 
brethren, though with the loss of my own happiness. • . 

[ 3 ] Ver. 5. '0 wv lirl irdvrwv Bzbg ciXoyijroc "C Tovg al&vag, 
Wlio is God over all blessed for ever.] This place galls 
the Arians: the note of Le Clerc upon it is this, that Dr. 
Hammond " should rather have examined the animadver- 
sions of Grotius upon it, than copied out of the Jewish 
fables, which make little to the purpose ; Erasmus having 
written enough to overthrow all that can be inferred from 
them : for if what Grotius and Erasmus have observed, 
stand, good, Dr. Hammond's reasoning cannot be thought 
of any force." Now here I might refer him to the solid 
confutation of what Erasmus had said, by Josue Placceus, 
par. iii. disp. 25. or to himself, Art. Critic, par. iii. p. 102. 
106. But to give him all .possible satisfaction in this 
matter, 

First, I assert that the reading we follow, is certainly the 
true reading; 

1. Because it is the reading with which all the .versions 
agree, the Latin, the Arabic, the Ethiopic,,and theSyriac: 
for it is a mistake in Grotius, when he insinuates the con- 
trary of the Syriac version, which in Treinellius runs thus; 
<( Quis est Deus, qui est super omnia.-' 

. 2. Because it hath the general consent, " omnium ferme 
Patrum," of almost all the fathers,; who have' thus cited it 
from the second to the sixth century ; viz. the testimony of 
Irenaeus,lib.iii.l8. of Origen in locum, of Tertullian, con- 
tra Praxeam, cap. 13. 15. Novatian, de Trin. cap. 13.20. 
Cyprian, lib. ii. de Testim. contra Jud. sect. G. "Quod 
Deus Christus, ubi editio Oxoniensis haechabet; Interea 
agnoscere oportebit, vocem * Deus,' in Spirensi veteri in- 
nominate Remboldi, et Erasmi editionibus abesse, scd in 
sequentibus habetur, atque etiam ,in omnibus editionibus 
quas consului, quamobrem defectus iste jure merito ab 
Erasmo librariis imputatur." Hilarius in Psal. exxii. 
" Unus Deus ex quo omnia — Et, rursum, ex quibus Chris- 
tus qui est super omnia Deus. Notat hie Erasmus ; Nes- 
cio ex quibus MSS. adduxisse Ililarium hunc locum, 
omissA* Dei mentione, quod tamen, inquit, mcHrift libra- 
riorum omissumvideri potest: de quo ne quispiam ulterius 
dubitet, Erasmi aut Grotii versutiis deceptus, en locum 
parallelum dc Trin. Sed non ignorat Paulus Christum 
i ■■ ■- — --■ -- -■ - ■ - ■ 

* Oiigen, Chrysost. Theod. (Eccni. Phot. Thcopbylact. 
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Deum,dicens, ' quorum Patres.et ex quibus Christus, qui 
est super omnia Deus/ non hie .ereatura in Deum dcputa- 
tur, sed creaturarurn Deus est qui super omnia Deus est. 
Verba haec etiam in Chrysostomi textu occurrunt, qui in- 
super verba sequentia oc lartv cuAbyirroc «c rove "tuwvac, ab 
apostolo dicta pronuneiat, pro omnibus gratiarum actio- 
nem unigenito Dei . referente ; agnoscente autem Erasmo,- 
non potest haec particula ad Christum pertinere, nisLatl 
eundem et ilia re r erantur, 'qui est super omnia Deus/" 
His adde iestimonia Athanasii, Orat. 2. et quint, contra 
Arian. Greg. Nysseni, lib. x. Contra Eunom. Ambrosii 
" (Apostolus de Christo dixit c qui est super omnia Deus 
benedictus in seoula',)" de Sp.'Sancto,lib. i. cap. 3. p. 154. 
Similia habent, Hilarius Diac. in locum. Marius Victori- 
nus, contra Anuria, lib. primo. Theodoret. in locum Cy- 
rill. lib. i. Thes. Augustin. de Triri. lib. ii. cap. 13. Idacius 
contra Virimadum, lib. i. Cassian. init. lib. iii. de Incarn. 
cap. 1. G. Magnus, Horn. 8. in Ezek. Isid. Hispal. lib. de 
different, num. 2. Vide Petav. Theol. dogm. de Trin. lib. 
ii. cap. 9. sect. 2. " Quid de hoc loco facient Ariani, in quo 
aperte Christus c super omnia Deus' esse praeseribitur?" 
Origen in locum'. . 

Secondly, I assert, that the words will not admit of that 
interpunction and interpretation of Erasmus, which will 
do any service to the Arians or Socinians, viz. that a colon 
must be put after* the words koto. aapKa, after the flesh; and 
the words following must'bc an eephonema, and grateful 
exclamation for the blessings conferred upon the Jews, thus, 
God who is over all be blessed/or ever. For this exposi- 
tion is so harsh, and without any like example in the whole 
.New Testament, that as none of the orthodox ever thought 
upon it, sol find not that it ever came into the head of any 
Ariari: Socinus himself rejects it for this very good reason, 
that Gcoc zvXoyriToe, God be blessed, is an unusual and un- 
natural construction; for wherever else these words sig- 
nify blessed be God, tvXoyrrrbe is put before God, as Luke 
i. 68. 2 Cor. i. 3. Eph. i. 3. 1 Pet. i. 3. and Qabg hath an ar- 
ticlo prefixed to it, nor 'arc they ever immediately joined 
together otherwise. The phrase occurs twenty times in the 
Old Testament, but in every place zvXoywbe goes;before, 
and the article is annexed to the word God, which is a de- 
monstration that this is a perversion of the sense of the 
apostle's words. (2.) The apostle having said in the im- 
mediate preceding words, that Christ came from the fathers 
Kara capm, according to the flesh, or as to his human nature, 
is it not reasonable to conceive he would proceed to say 
what he was according to his Divine nature, especially 
when he was discoursing of and to thoso Jews, who, as 
Trypho.saith,* and Origcn,f and Jerome % testify, held 
their Messiah was only to be a man, and denied his Divi- 
nity? Is it not unreasonable to think he should then say 
nothing Of the rb Kara trvtvua, or the "superior nature of 
Christ? Especially if wo' consider that the limitation to 
Kara. aaoKa, according to the flesh, plainly insinuated there 
was another nature in him, according to which he came not 



* *Zyb yap %a\ fnXXo"? *iou$am; t ko.1 o-tyois yt tTrayyiWofiiyon ttvai ovfjt,$a\xf #£Jiv3< 
ixw* ivratnZrros rh A&yn tlvai rh xkh Toy Qtov. Lib. viii. p. 177. F. et lib. iii. p. 
75. A. 

t Orig. contra Ceham, lib. ii. p. 79, et lib. iv. p. 162. 

X " Jadan spem habeat in hominc, ia Christo videlicet sao, qucm non (ilium Dei, 
*cd parumhamiaem putant e«se venturum." Hier. ia Jcr. xvii. F.^lSS. F. Trj-nho. 
tpad Justin, p. $67. B. 



from the fathers. In a word, all the ancient versions ren- 
der the words as we do, taking no notice of this interpunc- 
tion. All the Greek scholiasts, and the ancient commen- 
tators among the* Latins, excepting St. Chrysostom, here 
triumph over Arius, one of them indeed hinting, Tliat 
there might be men, who would be inclined to say these 
things were not spoken of Christ,* but none ever saying that 
any did then actually ascribe them to any other person. 
Hence from the beginning, these words have been used by 
the fathers as an argument of Christ's Divinity. For, saith 
Irenaeus,f because he is Emanuel, lest we should think him 
a man only, the apostle saith, of tvhom, as concerning the 
flesh, Christ came; "qui est Deus super omnes benedictus 
in seeula." And in a like expression to this of the apostle, 
he saith, "Secundum id quod verbum Dei homo erat ex 
radice Jessse, fllius Abrahami;" According to that na- 
ture in ivhich the Word of God was man, of the root* of 
Jesse, and the son of Abraham, the Spirit of God rested 
upon tiim;% " secundum autem quod Deus erat," but- as to 
that nature by which he was God, he judged not after the 
sight of his eyes, for he knew what was in man. And if 
these words are spoken by the Spirit of God concerning 
Christ, the arguments hence to prove him truly and pro- 
perly God, are invincible : for, first, bQtbg-tnl navrwv, God 
over all, is the periphrasis by which all the heathen philo- 
sophers did usually represent the supreme God: and so 
is God the Father described both in the Old and the New 
Testament, as 6 M rravrw, he that is over all, Eph. iv. 6. 
Secondly, This is the constant epithet arid periphrasis of 
the great God in the Old Testament, that' he is tvXoynrbg tie 
rova\£)va, God blessed for evermore, 1 Chron. xvi. 36. Psal. 
xli. 13. lxxxix. 52. and also in the New, where he is 
styled the God oc Igtiv w\oyi\rbc ug rove ttlwvac, who is 
blessed for' ever. This was so evident to Enjedinus the 
Socinian, that he saith, this epithet is so peculiar to God 
the Father, that it is never attributed in the New Testament 
to any other, but wheresoever we find this phrase, GOD 
blessed for ever, it is always ascribed to the Father. Of the 
custom of adding to the name of God, blessed for evermore, 
used by the Jews, the reverend doctor hath said sufficient; 
and why all that he here saith, should pass with Mr. Clerc 
for Jewish fables, what reason can be given, if hot his- 
aversencss to' the doctrine the doctor here endeavours 
-to establish? especially when we* find this very phrase, 
aiXoyryrbg Kvptog, 6 Gcoc enrb rov atwvoc? k'oX etc rbv dlwv«, or 
ab\oy7]rbg Kvptoc £<c rbv alwva, Blessed be the Lord God 
from everlasting, Psal. xl. 13. Ixxxviii. 51. cv. 48. and find 
St. Paul following his example, and Clemens Romanus in 
his epistle so often using the same epithet when he makes 
mention of the God of heaven : Edit. Jun. p. 29. 42. 50. 57. 
59. GG. ver. G. 

[ 4 ] Ver. G. Are not all Israel?] The apostle having de- 
clared, that both Jew and gentile had sinned, and fallen 
short of the glory of God, and so were to be justified only 
by faith in Christ, Rom. iii. 23, 24. the Jews objected 
against this, (1.) that they being the seed of Abraham, to 
whom the promises were made, it was riot consistent with 
the Divine veracity to exclude them from the blessings 



* * " Si quis autem non putat de Chrislo dictum quod est Deus, det personam de 
quo dictum est ; de patre euim Deo boo loco mcutio facta uoa est." Pseud, Auibros. 
t Lib, iii. cap. 18. p. 276. * Lib. iii. cap. 10. 
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promised, and to confer them on the believing gentiles. 
To the first part of this objection the apostle answers, by 
distinguishing betwixt the seed of Abraliam, according to 
the flesh, and according to promise, or the spiritual seed, 
from ver. G. to the 14th, at those words, Wliat shall we say, 
then? is there injustice in God? He begins to answer the 
second part of the objection, that the adoption, and the 
promises, belonging to the Jews, ver. 4. and the gentiles 
being strangers from the covenant of promise, it seemed 
unreasonable to confer* those blessings on them, and not 
upon the Jews. To this the apostle answers, that this 
justly befel them, because they continued in their infidelity, 
after all the miracles wrought to convince them, that 
Christ was the true Messiah ; and so, as by this obstinacy, 
like to that of Pharaoh, they had made themselves ob- 

- noxious to the severest of his judgments; so had they ren- 
■ dered themselves incapable of the blessings promised to 

Abraham and his seed, they who are of faith, being only 
the children of Abraham, and heirs according to the pro- 
mise, Gal. iii. '7. 9. 29. whereas the gentiles believing in 

' Christ, are through this faith entitled to the blessings pro- 
mised to Abraham and his seed, ver. 14. for they being 

-Christ's by faith, are Abrahams seed, and heirs according 
to thepromise,'ver. 29. 

- [ 5 ] Ver. 8. AoyiZerai tig airipfxa, Are accounted for the 
seed.] That is, of this distinction of seeds, to which the 
promise belongs, you have a manifest instance in the seed 
of Abraham; for before Abraham had any seed at all the 
promise of inheriting the land of Canaan was made unto 

.him thus, Unto 'thy seed will I give this land, Gen. xii. 7. l 

% All the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed after thee for ever, Gen. xiii.13. Unto thy seed 
have I given this land, Gen.xv. 18. But though Ishmael 
was his first-born, and had that circumcision which was 
the seal of the covenant made with Abraham; yet he, and 
his posterity, those twelve princes and great nations which 
issued from him, were all excluded from the covenant; 
and Isaac, not yet circumcised, or born, and his posterity, 
are declared to be the seed of Abraham, to whom the pro- 
mise should be made good, and with whom the covenant 
should beestablished. For when Abraham said to God, 
Othat Ishmael might live bqfore thee! God returns him this 
answer: As for Ishmael, I have heard thee ; behold, I have 
blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply 

• "him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will 
make him a great nation; but my covenant will I establish 
with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear unto thee, Gen. xvii. 
18. 20, 21. Again, when Sarah had said of Ishmael,' Cast 
out this bondwoman and her son; for the son of this bond- 

. woman shall not inherit with my son, even with Isaac, Gen, 
xxi. 10. stnd Abraham thereupon was grieved because of 

.his son, ver. 11. God speaks thus to him, Let it not be 
grievous in thine eyes, because of the lad: in all that Sarah 
hath said, hearken to her, for in Isaac shall thy seed be 

I called, ver. 12. Which instance shews, it was not being 

( of the seed of Abraham according to the flesh, or having 
the sign of the covenant in the flesh, that rendered men 
the sons of God, or children of the promise then: for 
Ishmael was Abraham's first-born, and circumcised, and 
yet by God excluded from the promise; Isaac not circum- 

: cised, not yet born, not having the right of primogeniture, 
and yet to him, and his seed alone, belong the adoption, 



and the promises. Two things may here be added for 
illustration of this instance. 

First, That the Jews can make no just exceptions against 
this argument of the apostle, it being suitable to their own 
theology; for it is* a rule among them, that* whoso vows 
concerning Abraham's seed, is free from Ishmael and Esau's 
sons, and is not bound but touching Israelites, for in Isaac 
sliall seed be called to thee; and so Isaac said of Jacob, 
And God give thee the blessing of Abraham. 

Secondly, That there is a great emphasis in these words, 
The children of the promise ; for upon this account it was 
said of Isaac, that he was not bom according to the flesh, 
but according to the promise^ Gal. iv. 23. Thus Ishmael 
was Abraham's son according to the flesh, but Isaac ac- 
cording to the Spirit; to be therefore children of the pro- 
mise, seems^ to be Abraham's spiritual seed; whence the 
,apost!e saith of those who believe in this seed, that they 
are the sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus, and so are 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise, Gal. 
iii. 29. That they, according to Isaac, are children of the 
promise, Gal. iv. 28. That they are children, not of the 
bondwoman, but of the free, ver. 31. Accordingly the 
Jews say,f a proselyte is the son of Abraham, who is the 
father of the tvhole world, as it is said, a father of many 
nations have I made thee. And because the Jews might 
quarrel against the pertinence of this instance, alleging 
: this might be because Ishmael was the only son of Abra- 
ham's bondmaid, whereas Isaac was the seed of his own 
wife; or that Ishmael had forfeited his right by idolatry, 
or denying the world to come, of which they accuse him: 
here follows the instance of choosing Jacob and his seed, 
excluding Esau and his seed, against which no such cavil 
could take place. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 11. M//7TW yap yzvvvQ(vTti>v, For the children being 
7iot yet born.'] The argument of the apostle is to this effect, 
that though both Jacob and Esan had the same father and 
the same mother, yet of these two, when they were yet 
unborn, and so were neither circumcised, noT had done any 
thing at all to oblige or disoblige God, or. to give any ground 
for any difference to be made betwixt them, and their off- 
spring, God speaks thus of them to Rebecca, Twonianner 
of people shall'be separated from thy bowels, and the one 
people shall be stronger than the other people, and the elder 
shall serve the younger ; (Gen. xxv. 23.) i. e. not he to whom 
by birthright it belonged, but he whom God was freely 
pleased to choose, should inherit the land of Canaan, pro- 
raised to. the seed of Abraham, and the other privileges of 
,his seed.. [Which instance seems plainly to inform us, that 
the choice which God makes of men to the enjoyment of 
.the favour of being his people, and beloved by him above 
others, as to such things, is not according to their exter- 
nal privileges or w T orks, but according to his free choice. 
And this prediction was fully verified in after-agc$ ; for 
Jacob and his posterity were planted in the land of Canaan, 
which flowed with milk and honey, and was the glory of all 
lands, whereas the Edomites were planted in a barren de- 
sert land ; and this gave ground for those words of the 
prophet Malachi, I have loved you, saith the Lord to Israel, 
yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved lis? Was not Esan 



• M&imon. of Vows, chap. 9. seel. 21. 
t Pug. fid. par. ii. cap. 9. sect. 6. p. 303. 
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Jacob's brother? saith the Lord: yet I. loved Jacob, and 
hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste 
for the dragons of the wilderness. Now for farther expli- 
cation of these words, let it be observed, 

First, That this instance of. Esau's being rejected, and 
not owned by God as belonging to the promised seed, is 
suitable to the sentiments of the Jews, not only because 
he beirg an idolater, and a denier of the resurrection, and 
of the blessings of the world to come, was not, according 
to their forementioned canon, to be accounted for seed; and 
their received rule,* That he who swears concerning the seed 
of Abraham, is free from Ishmael, and Esau's son, and is 
not bound but touching Israelites ; but also from their ob- 
servation on these words of Jacob,f The God of my father 
Abraham, of my father Isaac; viz. that he saith not so of 
Esau, that Abraham and Isaac were his father, because he 
chose not to walk in their ways, and do their works. 

Secondly, Hence it is evident that the apostle speaks 
nothero of the persons, but of the nations and posterity of 
Jacob and Esau, or not of them personally, but nationally 
considered, according to the note of Irenasus, ".Eartum 
.Rebecca) prophetiam fuisse duorum popnlorum," (lib. iv. 
cap. 38.) . This, is plain, 

v (1.) From the words of God to Rebecca, Two nations 
are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be sepa- 
rated from thy bowels, and the one people shall be stronger 
than the other. (2.) From this observation, That as to the 
persons of Esau and Jacob, it was never true that the 
•elder did serve the younger, but only as to their posterity, 
when the Edomites became tributaries to David. (2 Sam. 
Iviii. 14.) And, (3.) because what is here offered as a proof 
.or confirmation of this, is cited from the. prophet Malachi, 
who prophesied long after Jacob and Esau were personally 
.dead, and so could only speak of their posterity the Israel- 
ites and Edomites, as he expressly doth. And, 
. Thirdly, Hence it clearly follows, that the apostle cannot 
here discourse of any personal election of them to eternal 
life, or any absolute love or hatred of them, with respect 
to their eternal interest ; t for if so, seeing he manifestly 
speaks of the whole nation of Israel, they.must, according 
to that opinion, be all elected. to salvation; whereas the 
apostle informs ,us, that God had no pleasure An many of 
them, 1 Cor. x. 5. and the whole Jewish history shews the 
contrary. Again, then must the whole posterity of Esau be 
the object of God's hatred, and his reprobation, which is 
so far from being true, that Job and. all his friends appear 
to. have been of the posterity of Esau. And (2.) then it 
must follow, as Esthius contends, that not only election, 
but.even reprobation also, must be without any respect to 
works, and so God must adjudge men to eternal perdition, 
without respect to any evil done, or to be done by them ; 
for the children having done neither good nor evil, saith the 
apostle, it happened to them as it is written, Jacob have 
I loved, and Esau have I hated. It is certain then, that the 
apostle speaks here only of the election of one. seed and 
nation before another, to be accounted and treated by him 
as the seed of Abraham; this only doth his argument re- 
quire, and his instances prove, and this is sufficient to jus- 
tify God's dealing with the unbelieving Jews, so as to re- 



* See Ttrg. Jerus. et B. Uziel in Cen. xxt, S9. 31. 
t Berisch. Rabba Minor. Farasb 76. in Cen. xxxii, 9. 
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ject them from being accounted for, and treated as, the 
seed of Abraham; and his raising up children to Abraham 
out of thoso believing gentiles, who, imitating the faith of 
Abraham, became the spiritual seed; and heirs according to 
the promise, that he would be a God to his seed, and that 
•he should be the father of many nations, and in him should 
all the families of the earth be blessed, and his calling them 
to the faith, though sinners of the gentiles ; that depending 
not on works, but his free pleasure. 

Note also, that those words, The children being not yet 

• born, nor having done good nor evil, being used as an argu- 
ment to prove the election or preference of the one above 
the other, could not be of works, is a strong argument 

• against the pre-existence of souls, and their being sent into 
bodies by way of punishment for their former sins : for 
upon that supposition it' could not be true, that the children 
had done neither good nor evil, before they were born ; nor 
could the argument be firm, that one could not be preferred 

•before the other on the account of any works done by them, 
-seeing the one might have sinned more than the other in 
their state of pre-existence. 

[ 7 ] f H k<xt cicXoyVjv TrpoStaiQ GcoD, The purpose of God 
according to election.'] Here I shall briefly consider the im- 
port of. the words wpo^cng, the jnirpose ; Trpoyvaxnc, the 
.foreknowledge; trgowpiafioQ, the foreappointment of God; 
of all which, let it be noted, 

First, That none of them relate to particular and indi- 
vidual persons (save only when they . are used of o.ur 
blessed, Lord, and his sufferings for us), but only to whole 
churches and nations ; and, in general, to the whole body 
.of believing Jews and gentiles, whom God had chosen, 
7rpo(vpfoas, preappointing them to the adoption, by Jesus 
Christ/ Eph. i. 5. in whom also (saith he) hXripdAri/jiBv, we 
are made his portion, or peculiar people, 7rpowpi<r$£vTEQ k-ara 
trpoSzaiv, being preappointed so to be according to his pur- 
pose, ver. 11. God having purposed and foreappointed 
that this should be the portion of believers, and the con- 
sequence of faith in Christ, by which we become the sons 
of God. To all the. converted Jews throughout their dis- 
persions, they being chosen Kara trpo^mv, according to the 
purpose of God the Father : (1 Pet. i. %.) and, lastly, to tho 
posterity of Jacob, of whom, that 17 Kara Oibv 7rpo§z<Tig, the 
purpose of God, according to the election, might stand, it 
was said, when Rebecca bore twins, the elder shall serve 
the younger.' 

Secondly, That this foreknowledge, purpose, or appoint- 
ment, is only, that of calling men to the knowledge of sal- 
vation, by Christ Jesus. Thus the apostle teacheth, that 
he was appointed to preach to the gentiles the unsearch- 
able inches of Christ, according to the ancient purpose which 
God hath made in Christ Jesus our Lord;. (Eph. iii. 11.) 
and that according to his purpose before ages, he called us 
with a holy calling. (2 Tim. i. 9.) 1 

Thirdly, This calling is designed by God c-i ro$To,for 
this end, that they who . are called might obtain salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth; 
(2 Thess. ii. 13.) through sanctification of the spirit of obe- 
dience, and through the sprijikling of the blood of Jesus; 
(1 Pet. i. 2.) all Christians being chosen to this end, that 
they might be holy, and unblamable before God in love. 
(Eph. i. 4.) But hence it cannot reasonably be con- 
cluded, that this election is no larger than tho holiness de- 
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signed to be produced by it; for the riches of God's good- 
ness, patience, and long-suffering, are designed to lead all 
those to whom it is vouchsafed to repentance. But hence 
it cannot be concluded that this riches, goodness, patience, 
and long-suffering, is exercised to none but those who 
truly do repent, seeing the apostle mentions many who 
despised these means, and after the vouchsaiement of them, 
still continued to treasure tip wrath against the day of 
wrath. (Rom. ii. 4.) The Baptist was sent to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and of the disobedient 
unto theivisdom of the just, but his preaching was far from 
having its effects on all that heard him. The end of the 
Messiah's advent to the Jews was, that he might save his 
people from their sins, and might engage them to serve him 
in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life: (Luke 
i. 75.) but yet it sadly failed of this effect upon the stub- 
born people ; Tlie saving grace of God appeared to all men, 
to teach them, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, to 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
but yet it is too sadly evident, it hath not had this good 
effect on all. 

Fourthly, As men were appointed from the beginning 
to be called, so the gospel, which is the wisdom of God 
through faith unto salvation, was that nv 7rpowpimv, which 
God had preappointed to be preached to men for that end, 
1 Cor. ii. 7. this word of God giving the hope of that sal- 
vation, which he had promised before all ages* And hence, 
by virtue of this promise and forcappointment, men were 
in time called by the gospel to the faith in Christ, whence 
they who were thus called, are said to be called according 
to the purpose of God, (Rom. viii. 28.) and according to his 
purpose and grace given us through Jesus Christ: (1 Pet. i. 
10.) the knowledge and purpose, from the foundation of 
the world, of sending Christ to die for the remission of sins, 
being the ground of this calling, on which account he is said, 
to be given up to the death according to the foreknowledge 
of God, and his foreappointed counsel; (Acts ii. 23.) and 
they who slew him, are said to have done only what his 
counsel had foreappointed to be done. (Acts iv. 28.) These 
observations will direct us to answer what is argued from 
these and such-like places of Scripture in favour of an ab- 
solute election. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 15. 'EXc/jac* Sv av t\sw, I will have mercy on whom 
I will have mercy.] It is here to be noted, that God made 
this declaration after Israel had committed idolatry, in 
making the golden calf, and so had made themselves naked, 
e. e. divested of the Divine presence and protection, or of 

• a covenant-relation to him, insomuch that God sent this 
dreadful message to them, J will come up into the midst of 
thee in a moment, and consume thee, (Exod. xxxiii. 5.) and 

• said to Moses, Let me alone, that I may destroy them in a 
moment. And though God suffered himself to bo prevailed 
upon by Moses, to adopt them again for his people; yet 
he lets him know this was part of his glory, to be gracious 
to ivhom he ivill be gracious, and also to shew mercy to 
whom he will shew mercy. (Exod. xxxiii. 19.) If therefore 
upon the infidelity of the Jews, he will, call the idolatrous 
gentiles, and receive them to be his people, as he did the 
Jews again after their idolatry, who can accuse him of in- 
justice upon that account? (Sec the note on ver. 18.) 

[ 9 ] Ver. 1G. Ov rov %i\ovros, ov$l rov to£xovtoc> It is not 
of him that ivillcth, nor of him that runneth.'] u e. You see 



this is not to be obtained by the most passionate wishes of 
a faithful Abraham, nor by the fervent desires of an Esau, 
(Heb. xii. 17.) nor by the greatest zeal we can employ in 
such courses as seem best to our own wisdom; but we 
must own it to be a blessing, which depends merely upon 
the Divine goodness ; and therefore must seek it according 
to his pleasure, in such ways as ho appoints, and not in 
those which seem to us most proper to obtain it: though 
then you have a zeal for God, and follow after the law, 
that you may obtain righteousness, it is not to be wondered 
you obtain not the blessing of justification promised to 
the seed of Abraham, because you seek it not by faith in 
the Messiah, which is the only way in which God hath de- 
clared he will confer it. 

Some of the fathers* interpret these words thus; It is 
not of him that wills, or runs only, but of God that sheiveth 
mercy, and crowns the 'work by his assistance ;for otherwise 
(say they) it cannot be our duty, either to will or run, pro- 
vided we can, neither by willing nor running, do any thing 
to incline God to shew mercy ; and why then doth God blame 
us for not willing? (Matt, xxiii. 17. John v. 40.) and re- 
quire us so to run that we may obtain? (1 Cor. ix. 24. Heb. 
xii. 1.) And whereas St. Austin objects, That according 
to this interpretation it might be said, It is not of God that 
shewcth mercy only, but of man that wills and runs : Ori- 
gen,f Chrysostom,i and Thcophylact,§ answer; That this 
follows not, because man's willing and.runuing would not 
avail without the Divine aid, to enable him to run, and his 
grace and mercy to accept his running; and therefore ac- 
cording to the custom of the Scripture, the effect is to be 
ascribed to the Chief Agent only ; as except the Lord build 
the house, their labour is but vain that build it, &c. Psal. 
exxvii. 1. so, Paul that plants, and Apollos that xoatcrs, is 
nothing, but God that giveth the increase, 1 Cor. iii. G, 7. 
I laboured, yet not I, but the grace of God, 1 Cor. xv. 10. . 

[ 10 ] Ver. 17. 'E&Vyapa at, I have raised thee np.'] Heb. 
TWWjyn, I have made thee to stand, Exod.ix. 1G. or, have 
preserved thee, ?vcfcev rovrov S^rrjo/jOrjc, for this cause hast 
thou been kept, so the LXX.; i.e. from falling by the 
plague of biles, so Junius and Tremellius; " feci ut su- 
pcrstes maneres," I have kept thee alive, saith the Targum 
of B. Uziel. Sec the Chaldcc, the Syriac, and the Arabic 
versions to the same sense : and the connexion of this 
with the former verse rightly rendered makes this sense 
necessary ; for the fifteenth verse cannot be rendered in the 
future tense, as our translation doth, Noiv I ivill stretch 
out my hand, that I may smite thee and thy people with the 
pestilence, and thou shalt be cut off from the earth; for 
Pharaoh and his people did not die by tho pestilence. It 
is therefore to be rendered, as the Jews, Fagius, Amama, 
Cartwright, and Ainsworth, translate, it ; For now I had 
sent out my hand, and I had smitten thee and thy people 
with the pestilence, and - thou hadst been cut off from the 
earth; but in very deed, for this cause I have made thee 
stand vp.\\ So the Targum of 13. Uziel, Quumjam mise- 
rim plagam fort it udinis mere, cequum crit nt percuterem te 
et populum tnum morte, ut perderem te a terra; verilm pro- 



* Ov rov S'tXwro; /u&w, ovii tsu rpi^evrfl? fxfow, a\\ct Jit xa) tau SioSjv ixiov, toJtkc 
fxir&v <ry/w/utt^('af.' (Ecum, Chrjs. Horn. 12. in Ilebr. p. '489. G. Nazinnz. Orat. 31. 
t Orig. de Prineip. lib. iii. cap. 1. J Clirysost. ut supra. 

J Theopli. in locum. - J See Hie Bishop of Ely on the place. 
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fectd non ut benefaciam tibi, in vita conservavi te, sed ut vi- 
dere faciam te robur menm, &c. Whence we may learn 
how alien from the truth, and from the import of the words, 
is that exposition which saith, For this cause have I created 
thee, or raised thee to be the king ofEgijpL 

Observe farther," that God hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
not by any positive influx upon it, which made it necessary 
for him to continue obstinate. This Origen observes from 
those words, If tkoit refuse to let my people go, I will do 
so and so ; that Pharaoh's heart was not so hardened, as to 
take away to avrgovaiov, all power from him to let the peo- 
ple go, for this he doth at last when God's hand was strong 
upon him, according to these words, ill. 19. I am sure that 
the king of Egypt will not let you go; npffrn^ZttVl nisi per 
manum for tern, Vulg. lav ui) /icra x at P°e xgaratag, if not by 
a strong hand, Scptuagint ; nisi cum manu valida, Samarit. 
but by a strong hand, so the Bishop. of Bath and Wells. 
This sense the w r ords will bear, saith Ainsworth, vau being 
rendered si, Exod. iv. 23. Numb. xii. 14. And this sense 
is plain and certain from the words following; And Twill 
stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders, 
which I will do in the midst thereof, and after that he will 
let you go, Exod. iii. 20. And again, vL 1. Then said the 
Lord to Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pha- 
raoh, for with a strong hand shall he let them go. -Hence 
God is always said to have brought them out of Egypt 
npin °V2 with a strong hand, Exod. xxxii. 11. Deut. V; 15. 
vi. 21. vii. 8. ix. 26. Dan. ix. 15. Nor can they, who 
think otherwise, shew any way how or in what sense 
Pharaoh can be so often said to have hardened his own 
heart, if God himself had hardened his heart before ; or why 
God doth so often command him to let his people go, (vii. 
1G. viii. 1. 20. ix. 1. 13.) i. e. to do what he had ren- 
dered him unable to do; or why Moses should say, Let 
not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more,' in not letting the 
people go ; (viii. 29.) or why God did reprove him, because 
he had hitherto refused to let the people go ; (vii. 1G. viii. 
29. ix. 17. x.3,) or why he threatens judgments to, him, 
if he refuse to let them go, (viii. 2. 21. ix. 2, 3. 14, 15.) 
and executes them on him upon that refusal, since " nemo 
tcnetur ad impossibilia," no man is obliged to do what he 
cannot ; much less what he cannot do by virtue of a dis- 
ability that God hath laid upon him ; and no man justly can 
be blamed, and much less punished, for not doing what he 
is not obliged to do. Nor can God command any man to 
do what he himself by his own influx restrains him from 
doing, even when he doth command it; for what he thus 
restrains him from, he is not willing he should do ; whereas 
what he commands, he is willing should be done; and when 
ho punisheth any one for not obeying his command, he pu- 
nisheth them for not doing his will. Now it is impossible 
that God at the same time, and in reference to the same 
action, should be both willing and not willing it should 
be done. This will be farther evident from a consideration 
of all the places where the heart of Pharaoh is said to be 
hardened. As, 

Chap. vii. 13. And he hardened Pharaoh's heart; Ileb. 
ptm and the heart of Pharaoh was hardened. So the same 
words are rendered by us, vcr. 22. and so hereby Ains- 
worth, the Bishop of Bath and Wells, the Bishop of Ely, 
and all the versions on this verse ; nor is there any person 
mentioned in the verse, besides Pharaoh, to whom this 



action can be ascribed; his heart was therefore hardened 
at this time, not by God, but by the arts of his sorcerers, 
for the magicians did so with their enchantments, and Pha- 
raoh's heart was hardened, (ver. 22*) 

Chap. viii. 15. we read thus, When Pharaoh saw there 
was respite, he hardened his heart. AVhen the fathers truly 
observe thatGeov fiatcooOvfita tncXvjpoKapStac alrla, i. c. the 
heart of Pharaoh was hardened by God's mercy, in taking 
off his hand from him : thus upon removal of the flies, 
Pharaoh hardened his heart; (ver. 31,32.) and when he 
saw that the rain, and the hail, and the thunders, were 
ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and 
his servants: and then immediately follow these words; 
And the Lord said to 3Ioses, Go in unto Pharaoh, for (or, 
although) I have hardened his heart, and the heart of his 
servants, x.l. so ver. 20. The Lord then hardened Pha- 
raoh's heart only by taking away the locusts; and, ver. 27. 
The Lord hardened Pharaoh's' heart only by taking away 
the darkness, the three days assigned to it being ended, as 
Aben Ezra observes on ver. 24; None rose from his place 
dining those three days, but post triduum, they being £nded, 
Pharaoh called unto Moses; and hence we read, not as at 
other times, that Pharaoh asked for the removal of this 
plague; and therefore when it is said, ix. 12. that the 
Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he hearkened not 
unto them, i. e. not to Moses and Aaron ; we have reason 
to conclude he did. that also by removing the plague of the 
biles; for had- the biles continued upon the Egyptians, 
there was no reason for calling for the succeeding plague 
of bail, nor could the servants of Pharaoh, with their biles 
upon them, have gone into the field to house their cattle, 
ver. 20. We read also, xiv. 8. 17. that the Lord hardened 
Pharaoh's heart to follow the Israelites; and of this we 
may give the same account, that he did this by causing the 
Israelites to encamp so as to give occasion to Pharaoh to 
say, Tliey are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut 
them in, (ver. 3.) and by causing him to see the Israelites 
walking safely through the midst of the sea. But I am not 
concerned for these places, the hardening of Pharaoh then 
being not for sin (God having not commanded Pharaoh 
not to pursue after them, or follow them into the Red Sea), 
but for punishment: when therefore God saith, iv. 2L I 
will harden the heart of Pharaoh, that he shall not let the 
people go; his meaning may be only this, I will so order 
matters by removing the plagues inflicted on him and his 
people, to mollify him, and engage him to permit them to 
go, that he shall be hardened, till I come with my strong 
hand and slay his son, even his first-born, (vcr. 23.) after 
which he did let them go, (xii. 31. 33.) From these two ob- 
servations it is easy to discern how apposite this example 
is to the case of the Jewish nation. For, 

First, Did God harden Pharaoh by his lenity, in removing 
his plagues and judgments from him? the same God saith 
of the Jews in this Epistle, when he speaks thus unto them) 
ii.4, 5. Despisest thou the riches of his goodness, and for- 
bearance, and long-suffering, not knowing that the goodness 
of God leadeth thee to repentance; but after thy hardness 
and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath 
against the day of wrath, and revelation of God's righteous 
judgment ? 

Secondly; If they object, that if God would have cast theni 
off from being his people, and have cut them off from any 
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share in the promises made to the seed of Abraham, w'hy 
did he not this before, when they had so oft deserved it for 
their idolatries, from which they were now free? the an- 
swer is, from the example of Pharaoh preserved alive 
when he had long deserved to be cut off, that he might fall 
at last, more to the illustration of God's power, justice, and 
glory; and this is tho thing hinted ver. 22. as you will see 
in the exposition of it. 

["] Ver. 18. *Ov Sl\u IXut, ov & $£\u at&npivu, Tie hath 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he 
hardeneth.] That is, hence it appears that God shews 
mercy according to his own wise pleasure, and not as we 
think fit ; and he gives men up to the hardness of their own 
hearts, and so reserveth them to be examples of his illus- 
trious judgments, according to the same good pleasure, and 
not "according to the time and measures that .they would 
prescribe ; shewing mercy to you Jews, when you deserved 
to be cut off for your idolatry, in making and worshipping 
the golden calf, and reassuming you to be his people, and 
reserving the execution of his wrath upon Pharaoh, who 
had before deserved it for the hardness of his heart, till his 
destruction would minister to the greater illustration of his 
power and justice upon stubborn sinners. 

Execrable is the note of Esthius here, that God is here 
said to harden whom he will; "Quod induratio cujuspiam 
in prima sua origine ; quae est prima derelictio, seu peccati 
pcrmissio, non aliam habet causam, quam Dei volunta- 
tem;" Because the first rise of any man's induration, which 
is God's dereliction of him, hath no other cause than the will 
of God: for as this is contrary to the known saying even 
of St. Austin, "Deus non deserit nisi deserentem," God 
deserts no man, who leaves not him first ; so it makes God 
alone the cause of all men's hardening, since causa causce, 
est causa causati: for if this dereliction be the cause of 
induration, and that hath no other cause but the will of 
God, the will of God must be the cause of all men's hard- 
ening it. It also makes all God's exhortations to men not 
to harden their hearts, and his reproofs and punishments of 
them for so doing, exhortations to what his will is the true 
cause of their not doing, and reproofs and punishments of 
that which his will caused them to do. 

[ 12 J Ver. 21. Ovk ix n i^ovmuv 6 KtpafitvQ tqv tttJXov, Hath 
not the potter power over the clay?] That is, there is no 
more cause from God's dispensation in this case, in taking 
away the means of grace from and rejecting such a hard- 
ened people, and shewing his favour unto others, who 
submit to his terms of mercy, to make this objection, than 
for the clay of Jeremy, when it was marred and broken, 
(Jer. xviii. 4. G.) to complain against the potter, that he 
took one part of it and made it a vessel of dishonour, and 
another part of it and made it a vessel of honour. 
. That this example of the clay in the hands of the potter, 
relates to God's dealing with sinners according to his plea- 
sure, is evident not only from the application of it here to 
the impenitent, ver. 7, 8. but also from the like passage in 
Ecclesiasticus, where we are taught from this very in- 
stance, that the ways of God are Kara ttjv tbSoKtav abrov, 
according to his good pleasure; because as\the clay is in 
the hands of the potter, so is man in the hands of him that 
made him, to render to them as liketh Mm best, Kara n)v 
Kpfoiv abrov, according to his righteous judgment. (Ecclus. 
xxxiii. 13.) 



[ n ] Ver. 22. El Si Si\u>v b Geoc, What if God, &c] i. e. 
What injustice therefore -is it in God to deal with you as 
he dealt with a hardened Pharaoh, you having as oft re- 
fused to hearken to his voice as Pharaoh did? Or what if 
he long hath, and still at present hears with such vessels of 
his ivrath fitted for destruction, till in a more illustrious 
manner, and with more signal marks of his displeasure, for 
thus rejecting the gospel, and the promised Messiah, he 
swallow up their nation, their people, their temple, and their 
holy city, in one general destruction? Is it riot for the 
glory of the Divine power and wisdom to reserve the re- 
jectors of the Messiah, sent to bless them, and tho perse- 
cutors of the Christian faith, to he at last cut off with such 
a remarkable destruction, as shall render it visible to the 
world that God's indignation is incensed against them for 
this sin, and so shall give to Jew and geutile a farther 
motive to believe in Jesus? 

And again, What if God is pleased upon their impeni- 
tence and obduration, to shew the riches of his glorious 
goodness and mercy upon those Jews and gentiles, whom 
he hath called to the faith of Christ, and so hath fitted and 
prepared to be the vessels of his mercy ? Hath he not a , 
just right to shew his mercy to such persons who have sub- 
mitted to the terms upon which he hath promised favour 
and acceptance, and so to own them as the spiritual seed 
of Abraham, and so as his peculiar people ?. 

[ 14 ] Ver. 23. "A 7rpo?jrot/ia<T£v ug So£av, IVIiom he hath pre- 
pared for his glory.'] Thus the apostle, discoursing of the 
day of the Lord, which was coming to execute his dreadful 
judgments on the Jews, saith thus, Godhathnot appointed 
us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(1 Thess. v. 9.) « 

■ [ 15 ] Ver. 26. 'Eku KX?j0/j<Tovrtu, Tliere shall they be called 
the children of the living God.] It must be acknowledged; 
that in these words the prophet primarily speaketh of the 
restoration of the Jews exiled, and cast off from being his 
people ; but yet that these words may not only be accom- 
modated, but even extended to the gentiles, who were em- 
phatically not his people, and yet by faith became the seed 
of Abraham ; and the true Israelites being the sons of God 
by faith in Jesus Christ, (ver. 6. 8.) may be argued from the 
phrase OpD2, in the place or nation where it ivas said, Ye 
are not my people: and so the Jews themselves interpret 
these words in the gloss upon the Talmud, saying, They 
who were not of my people shall adhere to the Lord, and be 
to me for. a people; (Glos. Talmud in Tract, de Paschate, 
ad cap. 8.) according to that of the prophet Zechariah, And 
many nations shall adhere to the Lord in that day, and shall 
be my people. (Zech. ii. 11.) 

[ l6 ] Ver. 28. Aoyov cruvrer/irj/i^ov, A short work.] i. e. 
Such a consumption and decision is by God designed upon 
that multitude of evil-doers in the land of Israel, as shall 
cut them very short and lop them off, so that they shall be 
as a tree, of which only the stump remaineth; Tliey shall 
be reduced (saith R. Solomon) to a small remnant, and a 
remnant of that remnant shall be converted. (See Examen 
Millii here.) 

[ 17 ]'Ver. 30. T« olv ipovfiev; Wiat do we then say ?] From 
this recapitulation of the whole dispute of the apostle in 
this chapter, and his declaration that this was the design of 
it, to justify God in this proceeding and dealing with them 
both, it is exceeding evident, that it was not at all designed 
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to determine any thing touching God's absolute decrees of 
dealing with mankind in general, thus or thus, as to their 
final and eternal stale, but only to justify his dealings, as 
in his providence he had actually done with the unbelieving 
Jews, rejecting them upon their stubborn infidelity and 
the hardness of their hearts; and with the believing gen- 
tiles, admitting them to be his church and people, and the 
spiritual seed of Abraham upon their faith, and submission 
to the terms he had proposed for their justification and ac- 
ceptance with him. 

[ 18 ] Ver. 32. 'Qc *5 ipyvv vofiov.'] *Qq, say Hesychius 
and Phavorinus, is used avrl rov ovrac aXrjSovc, as 2 in the 
Hebrew is, or as an expletive: so Matt. xiv. 5. xxi.6. 
John i. 14. 2 Cor. i. 17. Phil. ii. 7. 1 Pet i. 19. so Nehem. 
vii. 2. avrbg o>g avrjp a\r}QrjQ, He was a true man, and 
one that feared the Lord: see Noldius Concord, partic. 
p. 376,'377/and is, as the Greek commentators often note, 
ovx ojuoiwcrfwc, a'XXa ]3f]3ata)0"fwc ««t avctjU$i<rj3/jTOU Stopiafiov, 
a particle not of similitude but of confirmation, and so may 
here be rendered, but verily, or, but indeed, by the works of 
the law. 

[ 19 ] UpocUo^av yap, For they stumbled, &c] They sought 
not justification by faith in Christ, because whereas God 
had pointed out to them this way of salvation, by saying, 
Behold, I lay in Zion a corner-stone, elect and precious, and 
whosoever believeth in him shall not be a$hamed,lsa.. xxyiii. 
16. this corner-stone became to them of Israel, accord- 
ing to the words of the same prophet, viii. 14. A stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offence ,• they being offended at him' 
because of his poverty, humility, and outward meanness,/ 
and the spirituality of his kingdom; and so they stumbled 
and fell off from being God's people, and excluded them- 
selves from the blessings procured for and offered to them, 
by the Messias, promised to their forefathers. (Sec 1 Pet. 
ii. 6— 8.) . . 

f 20 ] Ver. 33. II/aocrKojujuoroc XlOov, A stone of stumbling, 
&c] The Jews say, The Son of David, i. e. the Messias, 
cometh not till the two houses of the fathers of Israel shall 
be taken away, to wit, the head of the captivity of Babylon, 
and the prince who is in Israel, as it is said, He shall be a 
stone of stumbling, and a rock of ruin, to the two houses of 
Israel, and many of them shall stumble and fall, and be 
broken. And the Chaldce paraphrast upon the place saith 
thus, &c. yhlpn tib DN1, And if they will not obey, or re- 
ceive (him), my word shall be to them for scandal and ruin 
to the princes of the two houses of Israel. . ,. 

CHAP. X. 

1. BRETHREN, my heart's desire and [}] prayer to 
God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 

2. For I bear them record that they have [ 2 ] a zeal of 
God (being very desirous to do tvhat they conceive well- 
pleasing to him, and acceptable in his sight), but (this zeal 
is) not according to knowledge (i. e. not joined tvith the 
knowledge of those things which would render them truly 
acceptable to him). 

3. For they being ignorant (through unbelief, 1 Tim. i. 
13.) of God's righteousness, (i. e. of that way of justifica^ 
tion which alone renders us righteous, and acceptable in the 
sight of God, sec note on Rom. i. 17. 2 Cor. v. 21.) and 
going about to establish their own righteousness (which 



is of the law, Phil. iii. 9. andso a righteousness peexdiar to 
them who are Jews), have not submitted themselves to 
( that righteousness which is through faith in Christ', and is) 
the righteousness of God. . 

. 4. For Christ is the end of tbe law for righteousness (to 
be imputed) to everyone that believeth (in him; the law 
being our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, that we might 
be justified by faith, Gal. iii. 25. 

5. Winch righteousness by faith can never be obtained by 
the works of the law;) for Moses descriheth the righteous- 
ness which is of the law (thus), That the man which doeth 
those things [ 3 ] shall live by them (so that this righteous- 
ness is plainly, not of faith, but tvorks). 

6. But the righteousness which is of faith spcaketh (so 
as that we may accommodate the words of Moses to it) on 
this. wise, Say not in thy heart, Who shall ascend into 
heaven? that is, to bring Christ down from above (to be 
a teacher of it to as): 

* 7. Or, Who shall [ 4 ] descend into the deep? that is, to 
bring up Christ again from the dead (to give us the salva- 
tion purchased by his death), i 

8. But what saith it? (what therefore saith it?) The 
word is [ 5 ] high thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart : 
that is, the word of faith, which we preach ; . . 

9. That if thou shalt [ 6 ] confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

. 10. -For with the heart man believeth unto righteous- 
ness (Gr. to justification); and [ 7 ] with the mouth confes- 
sion is made (of that faith) unto salvation. 

11. For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on* 
him, shall not be ashamed (of his hope and salvation by 
him, Rom. iv. 5. 

12. And it rightly saith, Whosoever,) for there is no t dif-< 
ferencefas to the way of justification and salvation) be- 
tween the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all 
is rich unto all that call upon him (for salvation). 

13. For (as the prophet Joel saith, ii. 32.) [ 8 ] whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved: 

14. (Now this calling upon him supposes God's intention,' 
that the gentiles, as well as Jews, should hear, in order to 
their believing ; for did they not believe,) how then shall* 
they call upon him in whom they have not believed? ( Did 
they not hear,) and how shall they believe in him of whom' 
they have not heard? And (this hearing supposeth some 
preacher was to be sent to the gentiles, for) how shall they* 
hear without a preacher ? 

* 15. And (this preacher must have a commission from* 
God, for) how shall they preach unless they be sent ? 
(Now certainly we have been sent to you Jews, preaching 
peace to you by Jesus Christ, Acts x. 36.) as it is written, 
(Isa. Hi. 7, 8.) How [ 9 ] beautiful (upon the mountains) are 
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things! (that say unto Zion, Thy God 
reigneth, or, as the. Chaldee, TJie kingdom of thy God is re- 
vealed.) ' 

* 16. But (if the apostles were sent to the Jews, how is it 
that) they have not all obeyed the gospel ? (I answer, This 
incredulity of the Jews is only that which was foretold by 
their own prophets); for (so Isaiah saith of them, liii. 1.) 
Lord, who hath believed our report ? (rr)v aKoyv vpuv). — 

17. So then (apa, these testimonies shew that)M\h comeih 
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by hearing, and hearing by ( the preaching of) the word 
of God. 

18. But (Gr. moreover) I say (of the gentiles), have they 
not heard? Yes verily ( that of the Psalmist being true of 
us the preachers of the gospel), their [ 10 ] sound went into all 
the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. 
(Rom. viii. Colos. i. 1G. 23.) 

19. [»] But (yea, or also,) I say, Did not Israel know 
(of the preaching of the gospel to the gentiles, and of their 
own infidelity in rejecting it? This surely they might know 
from their own scriptures; for) first Moses saith, I will 
provoke you (refusing to believe) to jealousy by them that 
are (yet) [ 1C ] no people (of God), and by a foolish nation 
I will anger you. 

20. But Esaias is very bold (in his expression), and saith 
(of the gentiles), I was found of them that (formerly) 
sought me not; I was made manifest to them that asked 
not after me. 

21. But to Israel (foretelling their infidelity) ho saith, 
[*?] All day long have I stretched forth my hands unto a 
disobedient and gainsaying people. > ' 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. X. 

[*] Vcr.l. e H-AE'HSI2,.% prayer.'] That the apostle 
speaks not in the preceding chapter of the absolute and 
peremptory rejection and reprobation of Israel, is evident 
from this prayer, and vehement desire; for on supposition of 
such a decree of reprobation, this must not only be a vain 
prayer, but also an opposing of his will, and eJSowa, to the 
good pleasure of Almighty God revealed to him; for it is 
evident he prays here for all Israel, for them whose zeal 
to God was not according to knowledge, and who were 
ignorant of God's righteousness, ver. 2, 3. not for those 
only, as Esthius descants, whom God hath predestinated 
to be saved by the prayers of the saints. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. ZiiXov 9zov, A zeal for God.] Hence were 
some of them called zealots, taking that name dwb ru>v In 
dyaOtji Zt}\u>fiivu)v, from those who were zealous for that 
which was good, saith Josephus, de Bello Jud. lib. vii. 
cap. 30. p. 9SG. 

[ 3 J Ver. 5. Zfozrai Iv abroig, SJiall live by them,] A pros- 
perous and happy life in the land of Canaan, as Origen* 
interprets the words, eternal life being not the promise 
of the law, but of the gospel; and if eternal life was ob- 
scurely hinted as the reward of their obedience to the law 
of Moses, it related not to their obedience to the ceremo- 
nial, but to the moral law; of which our Saviour saith, Jf 
thou wilt enter into Ufe(eternal y \ex.l(i.) keep thecommand- 
ments, Matt. xix. 18. and this do, and thou shalt live, 
Luke x. 28. Obedience to which includes faith in his word 
and promises : and so faith in Christ, when once that is 
revealed as the condition of our justification, and the obe- 
dience they yielded to it, availed to their salvation, only 
through the new covenant of grace, which pardoned the 
infirmities of that obedience. (See Examen Millii here.) 

[*] Ver. 7. T?c Karafa'wTai etc rrjv ufivaaov, WlO shall de- 
scend into the deep ?] The words, Deut. xxx. 13. are these, 
Wlw shall go over the sea? that is, say the Targum of Je- 
rusalem and B. Uziel, the great sea, or the.deep sea; and 
the Jerusalem Targum renders the words thus, O that 

% "Non dixit in selenium, sed Untaramodo vivetin ca." Orig. in locum. 



there were one y like Jonas the prophet, ivho woxdd descend* 
KD^pD yb, into the depth of the great sea! Now we know 
Jonas descending into the deep was a type of Christ, Matt. 
xii. 20. Descending into the deep of the earth, Esal. Ixxi. 
20. and being brought again, say the LXX. Ik t&v a/3v<r- 
<tu)v yn$,from the abysses of the earth ; and this might give 
occasion to the apostlo to allude to their traditional inter* 
prctation, or paraphrase on tho words of Moses ; like to 
which are those of Baruch, iii. 16. IVIio hath gone up into 
heaven, and taken wisdom, and brought her down from the 
clouds? who hath gone over the sea, and found her? And to 
this effect is that of Philo, Wliat need is there ij u&KpaQ 
ol$o7ropiaQ, n rov OaXaTTEvuv, either to take long journeys, or 
go to sea in search of virtue, we having the root of it tvithin 
tts; or, as Moses saith, in our mouth, in our heart, and in 
our hand? lib. quod omnis probus liber, p.G77. E. Note 
also, that the apostle says not, to bring Christ ab inferis, 
as Esthius here doth, but only to bring him h vtKpQv, from 
the dead; this place therefore concerns not Christ's de- 
scent into hell, in the sense of Esthius. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 8. "Eyyvg aov, Nigh thee.] It is neither far from 
any man's hearing, for we preaeli it every where ; nor far 
from his understanding, for in preaching it we use great 
plainness of speech, 2 Cor. iii. 12. it is in thy mouth to 
profess, and in thy heart to believe it, and thus we preach. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 9. J Eav vuoXoyv^g, If thou shalt confess, Sec. 2 
Hence observe, 

First, That justification is here expressly ascribed to 
faith, and that not as including works, but only as being 
that principle which, when it is cordial and sincere, will 
certainly 'produce them: I say, not as including all those 
works which by the gospel are required to salvation; for 
then the righteousness of faith must be described as is the 
righteousness of the law, viz. that the man who doth these 
things shall live in them, which is contrary to the words of 
the apostle/ ver. 5, G. See the preface to the Epistle to tho 
Galatians. 

Secondly, Observe, that the faith to which justification 
and salvation are ascribed, is not here, as it is elsewhere, 
said to be faith in his blood, but a belief that God had 
raised up Jesus from the dead. So St. Paul, having dis- 
coursed of the faith of Abraham, which was imputed to 
him for righteousness, saith, TJiis was not written for his 
sake alone, that it was imputed to him, but for ns also to 
whom it shall be imputed, if we believe in him that raised up 
Jesus our Lord from the dead. (Rom. iv. 23, 24.) Thus are 
we said to be risen with Christ through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. (Col. 
ii. 12.) And in St. Peter, the Christian is said to believe 
through Christ in God, tvho raised him from the dead, that 
1 our faith and hope might be in God. (1 Pet. i. 21.) Now 
this belief in God,as raising our Lord Jesus from tho dead, 
is therefore represented as faith unto salvation, because it 
ministereth to us a full assurance of salvation by Christ, 
and of our resurrection also ; for ifiue believe that Jesus 
Christ died and rose again, even so them also that sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him; (IThess. iv. 14.) knowing 
that he that raised up the Lord Jesus, shall also raise ns up 
byJesns. (2 Cor. iv., 13, 14.) And this belief of a happy 
resurrection to eternal life is a sufficient motive to bestead- 
fast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
(1 Cor. xv. 58.) And where it hath not these effects upon 
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us, we do not in the Scripture sense duly believe and attend 
to it Note, 

Thirdly, That when the apostle saith, If thou dost thus 
confess and believe thou shalt be saved, we need not under- 
stand this of actual and complete salvation, to be imparted 
at the day of judgment; but that this faith and this con- 
fession will 1 put us* in the way of salvation, and give us a 
right to it, whilst we continue to act suitably to this faith, 
which I have shewn to be the frequent import of the word 
salvation and saved, when salvation is ascribed to faith and 
grace. (See thejiotes on Eph. ii. 8. Titus iii. 5.) 

[ 7 ] Ver. 10. 27ojuan St bfioXoyurai, With the mouth con- 
fession is made to salvation.} For in those times of perse- 
cution for the sake of Christ, he that continued, under those 
fiery trials, to hold fast his profession, could do it only 
through that lively faith in Christ, and that sincere affec- 
tion to him above all worldly interests, which he hath pro- 
mised to reward with life eternal. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 13. 'EmKaXlarrrai to ovofxaKvpiov, Shall call upon 
the nam^jyf the Lord.] The word in the original is Jehovah, 
whence it is certain that the prophet speaks these words of 
the true and only God ; and yet it is as certain, that the 
apostle here ascribes them to our Lord Jesus Christ, both 
from the following words, How. shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? (for the apostle in this whole 
chapter diseourscth . of faith in Christ;) and from the 
words foregoing, of which these area proof, and to which 
they are connected with the particle yap; for those words, 
whosoever believeth in him shall not be ashamed, are spoken 
by the prophet Isaiah of Jesus Christ the corner-stone, Isa. 
xxviii. 16. and so are they interpreted by St. Peter, 1 Pet. 
ii. 6. 7. And in the prophet Joel these words follow, tvay- 
7eA<£oju€voi, ovg Kvpiog TrpoaKtKkriTat, and the evangelized, 
whom the Lord shall call, shall be saved. Here then we have 
two arguments for the Divinity of Christ: (l.).That what 
is spoken of Jehovah is ascribed to him. (2.) That he is 
made the object of our religious invocation, (See note on 
ICor. i. 2.) But 

Mr. L. indeed attempts to invalidate t the force of both 
these arguments, first, by saying that this calling upon the 
name of the Lord, doth not import the invocation of Christ, 
but only an open profession of faith in him, because St. 
Paul argues closely, and yet in the three preceding verses 
requires an open profession of the gospel. Ans. There is 
not one word of professing either in the eleventh or twelfth 
verses ; in the ninth or tenth he mentions confession with 
the mouth, and believing with the heart as necessary, be- 
cause the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth shall not be 
ashamed, the same Lord over all being rich to all that call 
upon him : for, Joel ii. 32. Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. If then St. Paul be a close 
reasoner, he must speak of invocation of the name of the 
Lord. Moreover, this being the character of the disciples 
of Christ, even before they were called Christians, (see note 
on Acts ix. 2.) and the continual practice of all Christians 
from the beginning, (see note on 1 Cor. i. 2.) the apostle 
might well argue from believers, to those that call upon 
Christ's name. The first argument he would invalidate by 
denying that the words cited by St. Paul from Joel are to 
be understood in the sense in which they are used by the, 
prophet, which in effect is to deny that the apostle argued 
either closely or truly, for the whole of the apostle's infer- 



ence is lost, if either the Lord, ver.13.be not the same 
Lord with him in ver. 12. or if to call upon him doth not 
bear the same sense in both places. 

p] Ver. 15. f Q c fyaioi, How beautiful, &c] The Mid- 
rash shir Hasschirim upon those words of Cant. ii. 12. The 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land, saith thus, litis is 
the voice of the King Messiah, crying out, and saying, How 
beautiful, &e. Moreover, from those words, How shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? ver. 14. and 
from those ver. 17. Faith cometh by hearing, &c. it follows, 
that those gentiles who never had the gospel preached to 
them, or any opportunity of hearing it, . cannot be con- 
demned for want of faith in Christ or in his doctrine, that 
being to condemn them for the want of that which they 
never were in a capacity to have ; if therefore they are ca- 
pable of a reward, as they must be who are obliged to be- 
lieve that God is . the rewarder of all them that diligently 
seek him, (Hcb. xi. 6.) Christ must.be a Saviour to them 
who do thus seek him, though they know not of him. 
. [ 10 ] Ver. 18. '0 ,<t>96yyog avrwv, Their voice.'] These 
words being spoken literally of the preaching of the He- 
brews to the gentiles, touching the power, wisdom, and the 
goodness of God ; and the Psalmist speaking immediately 
after of God's teaching his people by the law, as a more 
glorious discovery of his will to the Jews, the apostle very 
appositely accommodates these words to the revelation of 
his power, wisdom, goodness, and mercy, in the gospel to 
the heathens. 

Moreover, that kav-ram, which we render their line, Psal. 
xix. 4. does signify their loud cry, and so is well rendered 
by the apostle here 6 ^oyyog ahr&v, their sound, i. e. the 
sound of the apostles, is fully proved by Dr. Pocock, Mis- 
eel, cap. 4. p. 48. 

[ n ] Ver. 19. 'AXAa, But.} That aXXd signifies yea, see- 
our translation rendering it so. five times, 2 Cor. vii. 11. 
John xvi. 2. That it signifies, quin etiam, quin immo, see 
Noldius, and Luke xii. 7. 1 Cor. iii. 2. xii. 22. 

[ 1C ] 'E7r' ovk l%vu, By them that are no people.'] That this 
is the description of the heathens, see note on 1 Cor. i. 28. 
who are also styled, not only by the Jews, but by the Scrip- 
tures, whilst idolaters, a foolish people, Jer. x. 8. Rom. i. 
21, 22. Titus iii. 3. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 21. "OAtjv r^v v^pctv, All the day long.] These 
words are cited from Isa. lxv. 1, 2. and Aben Esra informs 
us, that R. Moses Hacoben* said, The first verse is to be 
understood of the nations of the world, as if it had been said, 
I am found of the nations which are not called by my name, 
but to my people have I stretched out my hand: and so the 
apostle interprets and applies the words here. 

CHAR XI. 

1. X SAY then, (that the generality of the Jews are hard- 
ened and cast off, but what then ?) , Hath God cast away his 
people (utterly and without exception)? God forbid (we 
should so think). For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of 
Abraham, of the triheof Benjamin (andyet chosen to bean 
apostle of Christ). 

2. God (therefore) hath not (thus) cast away his people 
I 1 ] whom he foreknew. (Psal. xev. 3. And to represent this 

t * Voisio de Lege Div. p. 494. 
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in a like case well known to you,) Wot you not what the 
Scripture saith of EIias(*v 'HAfy, in the history of EliasJ? 
how he (in it) makcth intercession to God [ 8 ] against (the 
king and people of) Israel, saying, 

8/ Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged 
[ s ] down thine altars ; and I am left alone (of all thy pro- 
pheis), and they seek my life. 

4. But what saith the answer- of God to him (in that 
history? It speaks thus,) I have reserved to myself seven 
thousand men, who have not bowed the knee [ 4 ]to the image 
ofBaal. 

5. Even so then (is it) at this present time also, (for 
even now) there is a remnant according to the [^ election 
of grace. 

G. And \f(they who are chosen in Christ, Eph.i.4.fo be 
Go<Ts church and people, are put into this state) by grace, 
(being justified freely by his grace, Rom. iii. 24.) then it is 
-no more of (the) works (of the law that they are thus jus* 
tified and accepted by him): otherwise grace is no more 
grace ; (for ivhat need is there of grace, where men have con- 
tinned in all things written in the law to do them ? Hoses 
having said, The man that doeth these things shall live by 
them;Rom.x. 5.) But (on the other hand) if it be of works 
(that we are justified and accepted), then it is no more (of) 
grace: otherwise work is no more work (for grace comes 
in only to supply the defect of works, that is, to procure 
pardon for the non-performance of them, according to the 
tenor of the law). 

• 7. What then (must be said in this case but this? viz. 
that the whole nation of) Israel hath not obtained .that 
(righteousness or justification, Rom. ix. 30, 31.) which he 
seeketh for; but the election, (the chosen generation of be- 
lievers, 1 Pet. ii. 9.) hath obtained it, and the rest .were 

/blinded 

• 8. (And this blindness hath happened to them,) (accord- 
ing as it is written, [ 6 ]God hath given them, the spirit of 
slumber, eyes that they should not see, and cars that they 
should not hear,) unto this day. 

• 9. And (as) David saith, Let their table be (or [ 7 ] their 
table shall be) made a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling- 
block, and a recompence unto .them (of their evil deeds): 

10. Let their eyes be (or their eyes shall be) darkened, 
that they may not see, and (thou shall) p] bow. down their 
back alway. 

11. I say then (or, moreover, of those of the Jewish 
nation which are thus blinded), Have they (so) stumbled 
that they should (irrecoverably) fall? God forbid (we should 
so think of them): but (so hath it happened through the 
wise counsel of God, that) through their fall salvation is 
come unto the gentiles (whom God hath now chosenio be 
his people), for to provoke them to jealousy (or to an emu- 
laiion of their faith, that they also may be saved). 

12. Now («! Z\, and) if the fall of them (from the prero- 
gative of being God's peculiar people, happened thus to) be 
the riches of the (gentile) world, and the diminishing of 
them the riches (and increase) of the gentiles; how much 
more (shall) [ 9 ] their fulness (be the increase of them ? 

13. Of you gentiles, I say,) for I speak (this) to you 
gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the gentiles, 
(and by thus speaking) I magnify my office, (as declaring 
it to reach to the whole body of the gentiles, and to have 
been thus efficacious among them, Rom. xv. 18, 19. 



14. And I speak of your being chosen thus to be God's 
people;) [ I0 ] if by any means I may provoke to (an) emu- 
lation (of your faith) them which are my flesh, and (so) 
might (be a means to) save some of them. 

15. (And, indeed, their salvation is desirable, not only for 
their own, but for your sokes:) for if the casting away of 
them be (an occasion of) tho reconciling of the world, what 
shall the receiving of them ( again into favour) be (to the 
gentiles),hut(evenas)l\i'c(ora resuTreciion) from thedcad? 

16. ( Nor are you to imagine this is an improbable and 
even desperate supposition:) for if the (patriarchs, who 
were the) [ u ] first-fruits (of them) be (were) holy (called 
and separated to the service of God from all the people of 
the earth), the lump (of the whole nation )\s also (in God's 
designation) holy: and if the root(ofthem, viz. Abraham) 
be ( tvas) holy ( and beloved of God), so are the branches 
(also beloved still, of God for the fathers' sake, and so will 
be once more, in his good time, admitted to his favour). 

17. And if (it hath so happened that) some of the 
branches (through infidelity) be broken off, and thou ( gen- 
tile), being a wild olive-tree (or branch), were graffed in 
among them, and with them (who believe) partakest (of 
the privileges) of the root and the fatness of the olive-tree 
(into which thou art graffed); 

18. Boast not against the branches ( now cut off, as if 
they were, utterly rejected from God's care and favour): 
but if thou boast, (consider) thou bearcst not the root, 
but the root thee ; (the promises being not made to thee, but 
to Abraham their root; and if thou becomest partaker. of 

.them only by being the spiritual seed of Abraham, by imita- 
tion of his faith, hoiv much more shall they, who are by 
lineal descent the seed of Abraham, and so the primary and 

.direct heirs of the promise, Acts iii. 25. xii. 26. in due time 
be graffed into their own root ? ver. 24.) 

19. Thou wilt say then, The (natural) branches were 
broken off (for their infidelity), that 1 might be graffed in 
(i. e. received as God's people in their stead). ' 

20. Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, 
(i. e.' rejected from being his church and people, ver. 15.) 
and thou standest (Gr. hast stood) by faith. Be not high- 
minded,- ftYzwnJttofMyseZfoucr them, ver. 18.25.) but fear 
.(lest this should also be the.case): 

21. For if God spared not the natural branches (thou hast 
cause to fear), [, 12 ] lest lie also spare not thee. 

. 22. Behold therefore (in this dispensation) the good- 
ness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; 
(in taking the kingdom of God away from m them, Matt. xxL 
43.) but to thee, goodness (in admitting thee to be his 
church and people; which goodness will be still shewed to 
thee), if thou continue in (or worthy of) his goodness : 
otherwise thou also shalt l^c cut off. (Tor thy infidelity and 
disobedience,). 

23. And (as thou standest by faith, so) they also, if they 
abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: [ 1S ] for God 
is able to (work in them that faith which ivill) graff them 
in again. 

24. (And that he will thus graff them in, we have just 
cause to think;) for if [ 14 J thou wert cut out of (Gr. off from) 
the olive-tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed con- 
trary to nature, into a good olive-tree: how much more 
shall these, which be the natural branches (though now exit 
off), hb graffed (again) into their own olive-trco ? 
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25. (And this now I declare;) for I would not, brethren, 
that you should be ignorant of this [ 15 ] mystery (of the in- 
tended calling of the now-rejected Jews), lest you should 
be wise in your own conceits (boasting over them, ver. 18. 
as being yourselves men of greater wisdom, and more highly 
favoured of God) ; .that blindness in part is happened to 
Israel, (i. e. as to the greatest part of them, a remnant only 
being now brought into the faith, ver. 5. 7. ix. 27.) till 
the (time of the) fulness (or more complete conversion) of 
the gentiles be come in. 

26. And so [ l6 j all ( the nations of) Israel shall be saved : 
(i. e. called and put into a state of salvation, 1 Tim. i. 9.) 
as it is written, (Isa. lix. 20.) There shall come out of 
Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob. 

27. And (again he by Isaiah saith) this is my covenant 
to them, (Isa. lix. 21.) when I shall take away their sins, 
,(xxvii. 9.) 

• 28. As concerning the gospel (preached to them first, 
and upon their rejection of it, to the gentiles, Acts xiii. 45. 
47.) they are (now) enemies (to it, and by opposing it to 
God and Christ) for your sakes, (being prejudiced against 
it, because you are received to the blessings of it, and that 
ivithout circumcision, or being joined to them, Acts xvii. 13. 
xxii. 21, 22. 1 Thess. ii. 16.) but [ 17 ] as touching- the 
election (of that nation to be a holy people to himself), 
they are (thus) beloved for the fathers' sake. »» 

29. For (though they have rendered themselves unworthy 
of his favour, yet) the [ t8 ] gifts and calling of God are with- 
out repentance. 

30. (Nor will their present infidelity and disobedience be 
any obstacle to this conversion ;) for as ye (gentiles) in times 
past have not believed God (Gr. were disobedient to God), 
yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief (God 
having received you gentiles to be his people, because of their 
infidelity) : 

31. Even so have these also now not believed (Gr. not 
obeyed), that [ 19 ] through your mercy they also may obtain 
mercy. , 

32. For [ M ] God hath concluded all (both Jew and 
gentile) in unbelief, that (at last) he might have mercy 
upon all. , , - « 

33. O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God ! (by which he is able to convert all things 
to the honour and glory of his name, and make his severest 
judgments to conclude at last in mercy ! ) How unsearch- 
able are his judgments (to any human understanding), and 
his ways past finding out (by any wit of man) I 

34. For who hath (through his own wisdom , without re- 
velation,) known the mind of the Lord ? Or who hath been 
his counsellor (in thus ordering matters relating to Jew or 
gentile) ? • 

35. Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be re- 
compensed to him again ? (i. e. who hath laid any obli- 
gations on him to reward him? Surely no man.) 

36. For of him (as the donor), and through him (as the 
director and providential orderer), and to him (as the end), 
arc all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XL 

[*] Ver. 2. "ON Trpoiyvto, Wliom he foreknew.] Concerning 
the people of Israel, Moses speaks thus ; Thou art a holy 



vol. v. 



people to the Lord thy God; the Lord thy God irpoeiXeTo, 
hath chosen thee to be a special people to himself above 
(or, before) all people that are upon the face of the earth, 
Deut. vii. 6. x. 15. Now to be chosen, and to be knoivn of 
God, are the same thing in Scripture, and therefore the 
phrase is elsewhere varied thus; You only have I known 
before all the families of the earth, Amos iii. 2. vfxac iyvu)\> 
Ik 7ra<rwy twv <j>v\&v tt\q yf/e, Numb. xvi.*5. To-morrow, 
JTW, and the Lord will know who are his, and who is holy, 
even him whom he hath chosen, which by the LXX.is thus 
translated, ica\ tyv<t> 6 Qeog rove ovrag avrov, kcli rovg aylovQ 

ovc *Zi\i%aTo avT$, the Lord knoweth who are his, and 

the holy ones whom he hath chosen to himself j and, ver. 7. 
Tlie man whom the Lord doth choose, he shall be holy. And 
those words of Hosea, Judah yet ruleth with the Lord, and 
is faithful with his saints, xi. 12. are by the Septuagint 
thus rendered, k-aV'IouSa vvv iyv<t> avrovg 6 Gcoc? ical 6 Xaoc 
ay tog kXtj$?/<t£tcu Qeov, and as for Judah, now God hath 
known them, and he shall be called the holy people of 
God: so that the people whom he foreknew, may be here 
only a periphrasis of the Jewish nation, which God hath 
chosen before all other nations of the world, and therefore 
would not utterly cast off, because his gifts and callings 
are without repentance: (ver. 29.) or it may signify those 
of them who believed in Christ, and so were such as he 
had purposed to save, or, the election according to grace, 
(ver. 5. 7.) which sense this phrase bears, Horn. viii. 29. 
IPet. i. 1,2. , 

[ 2 ] 'EvTvyxav a t<£ 9et£ Kara rov 'laparjk, He maketh inter- 
cession to God against Israel.] 'Evrvyx&vttv into, is to in- 
tercede, or be an advocate for a person, and he that doth 
so is called awi'iyopog, and this is the office of our blessed 
Lord, who ever lives to make intercession for us ; but hrvy- 
X&vttv Kara rivog, is to accuse, or charge a person with a 
crime, and so to intercede against him. So 1 Mace viii. 
32. Jf the Jews complain against thee, lav ivrvxtoai Kara 
gov, we tvill do them justice. And when wicked men came 
to king Alexander to complain against Jonathan, the king 
commanded a proclamation to be made, 70S jur/Scva Ivrvy- 
X&vuv KaT avrov irepl jutjScvoc TtpaynaroQ, that no man should 
complain against him about any matter, 1 Mace. x. 61. 63. 
And again, xi. 25. Some wicked men complained against 
him, IvTvyxavov kot avrov. So here, IvTvyx^vuv Kara rov 
'lapafjX, is to complain against Israel. 
. [ 3 ] Ver. 3. Ta Svaiaari'ipia aov, Thy altars.} Not those 
which God approved of after the building of the temple, 
they being then obliged to offer all their sacrifices at tfa 
place which God had chosen to put his name there, Deut. xii. 
5, G. but those which had before been used by the patri- 
archs and prophets, for the service of God, as that of 
Samuel in Ramah and in Mizpeh, 1 Sam. vii. 9. ix. 13. in 
Gilgal, xi. 16. at Beth-lehem, xvi. 2. 4. and the altar of the 
Lord at Carmel, 1 Kings xviii. 30. on which the pious 
people of the ten tribes sacrificed when they were not per- 
mitted to go up to Jerusalem, that law, saith Jiimchi, then 
ceasing as to them.' 

'[*] : Ver. 4. Ty BaaX, To Baal.] That is, to the mage of 
Baal: so Hos. ii. 8. I gave her the gold and the silver 
ivhich she prepared for Baal, Gr. avrrj §1 apyvpa tea) xpvaa 
iiroii](jz ry BaaX, But she prepared this gold and silver for 
the image of Baal ; she made idols of them, saith the Tar- 
gum ; so Tobit i. 5. i$vov ry B«aX rS SafxuXu, they sacrificed 
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to the heifer Baal; Jer. ii. 28. according to the number of 
their streets in Jerusalem, Wvovti] BuaA, have they sacrificed 
to the image of Baal; for sure they had not as many Baaliras 
as (hey had streets, and therefore, where tho Septuagiut 
reads ry BaaX, there the Chaldee adds, idols, or images: 
I will blot out the names of Baal, ra ovo/jara rf/c BaaX ; Re- 
liquias idolomm Baal, Targum. (See Hosea xiii. 1.) This 

1 prefer before that notion of the learned Selden, that Baal 
-was apptvoStjXvc, male and female. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 5. Tlie election of grace.] See note on ver. 28. 
That many who belonged to this election fell away, is evi- 
dent from the Epistle to the Hebrews; (see the noto on 

2 Thess. ii. 3.) and whereas Dr. Mills contends that the 
words following, viz. u St t£ ipywv, ouk in tori x&P l $> lir ^ 1 ™ 
tpyov ovk in tortv ipyov, are supposititious, as being not 
found in the Vulgar, in Hilary the deacon, and in the Latin 
Origeh: that they are genuine, is proveel from the Syriac 
and Arabic versions, fromTheodoret, Photius, (Ecumenius, 
and Theophylact, who all retain them: and from these 
words of Chrysostom, who, torn. v. ed. Morell. p. 718. ex- 
plains and confirms them thus: He that contends he is to 
be saved by the works of the law, hath no title to grace, 
S7rep oSv teal HavXog alviTTOfitvog cXeycv tl X^P lT h & c * £ * ^ *£ 
tpywv, ovk in tort X°P l C> * w *i T0 *py°v ovk tn larlv tpyov. See 
Examen Millii in locum. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 8. "E&uicev avrotg 6 Oeoc, God hath given them a 
spirit of slumber, &c.] The Hebrew }?)), and the Greek 
SISwfxi, is often used to signify a permission of that which 
we can hinder, as Gen. xxxi. 7. oJk cSwKtv ahr$ 6 Gtoc icaico- 
iroifjaal /xc, God (saith Jacob) permitted not Laban to hurt 
me; Deut.xviii. 14. kclIgoi ovkovtmq cSwice Kv/oioc 6 Qtocaov, 
Tlie Lord thy God hathnot suffered thee to do so. (See also 
Judg. xy.1. Acts ii. 27. xiii. 35.) So again 1 Kings xxii. 
22. 23. TJie Lord hath put, tSwicev 6 Geoc, a lying spirit in the 
mouth of all thy prophets; i. e. he hath permitted him freely 
to go forth, and to deceive them, ver. 22. Esth. ix. 13. Jf 
it please the king, So0//tw 'Iou§aio«c> let it be granted to the 
Jews to do so to-morrow also. Of him that sat upon the 
red horse it is said, that tSoflrj airy, it was given him to take 
peace from the earth, Rev. vi. 4. ix. 3. 5. of the beast it is 
said, £$o0// avT$, there was given to him a mouth to speak 
great things, and blasphemies; and it was given him to make 
war with the saints, and overcome them. (See Hos. xiii. 11. 
Joel ii. 17. 19. Rev. vi.8. ix.14, 15. S ee the note on i.24. 
SG.) And in this sense God is here said to have given the 
Jews a spirit of slumber, by permitting them to lie under 
those prejudices against the true" Messiah, which their tra- 
ditions concerning him, and the doctrine and authority of 
,the scribes and pharisees had wrought within them ; as also 
by delivering the things belonging to Christ's kingdom ob- 
scurely to them, and in parables, because they would not 
receive them when more plainly taught; (Matt. xiii. 13.) 
and by taking the kingdom of God from them, and giving 
it to a nation that would bring forth the fruits of it, be- 
cause they contradicted and blasphemed the doctrine of 
that kingdom, and so caused the apostles to turn from them 
to the gentiles ; (Matt, xxiii. 43. Acts xiii. 45, 4G.) and by 
refusing to walk in the light whilst they enjoyed it, they 
mado it just that darkness should thus come upon them, or 
that they should have eyes, and see not, ears, and hear not; 
which is a mode of speaking used frequently in the Old 
Testament, and in Philo the Jew, and others, to represent 



men who had contracted such prejudices against God's 
word, and such vicious habits, as made them not to discern 
or give ear to tlie voice of God, or reason, calling them to 
reformation and amendment. So God speaks by his pro- 
phet Isaiah, Hear, ye deaf; and look,ye blind, seeing many 
things: but thouobservest not; opening the ears,but he heareth 
not, Isa. ;xlii. 18. 20. And by the prophet Jeremiah, Hear 
now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; 
which have eyes, and see not, which have ears, and hear not, 
Jer. v. 21. By the prophet Ezekiel, saying, Theyhavetyes 
to see, and see not: ears to hear, and hear not ; for they are 
a rebellious house, Ezek. xii. 2. So Christ speaks to his 
own disciples, having eyes, do ye not see? Mark viii. IS. 
So Philo often saith of men addicted to their sensual plea- 
sures, and pursuing them against the dictates of their minds, 
that * optovng ovx bpuxri, kol aKOvovTBQ ovic aKOvovm, seeing 
they see not, and hearing they hear not ; this he saith, ntpl 
rwv fi^ovrjc KtKopnuivwv, of persons satiated zvith pleasure, 
and drunk with the love of wine. This, saith he, happens, f 
lv role Kopoiq, Iv raiq itiOaiq, whenwe indulge to gluttony, or 
drunkenness ; and J lvraiQKaB y vttvov fyavraaiaiQ, in the phan- 
tasms of our dreams. Thus of those heathens who wor- 
shipped the works of their own hands, Justin Martyr§ 
saith, that.600aX/*ouc i'XpvrtQ °^X ^pwv, ouSt KapViav tx ovr€ C 
(Twhaav, having eyes, they saw not, and having hearts, they 
did not understaitd. 

[ 7 ] Ver. 9. TtviiOfino, &c. Their table shall be, and their 
eyes shall be.] They who are skilled in the Hebrew tongue, 
know that these words are as capable of the future, as the 
imperative mood and tense : they are rendered in the future 
by Arias Montanus : and the Seventy interpreters sometimes 
render them in the imperative, as Psal. cix. G. 15. and 
sometimes in the future, as ver. 17. As he loved cursing, 
so let it come upon him, koI rfcu ahnjj, as he delighted not in 
blessing, so let it be far from him, koI naKpwQfoirai an abrov; 
and, ver. 8. Let them curse, but bless thou, Karapaaovrai avrot, 
kol (tv zv\oyn<jus> they shall curse, but thou shall bless. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 10. Tov vwtov avr&v, &c. Ever bow down their 
backs.] That is, let them be in slavery and bondage ; the 
contrary, going upright, signifying their freedom from 
Egyptian thraldom, by taking that yoke of bondage from 
them, which made them stoop under it. So Lev. xxvi. 
13. 1 have broken the bands of your yoke, and made you to 
go upright So the Midrash Tilliin upon these words of 
the Psalmist, Psal. cxlvi. 8. The Lord raiseth them that are 
bowed down, saith, These are the Israelites carried captive 
from their own laud; for since they werebanished from Jeru- 
salem, they have not been able to stand upright, but have 
bowed down their backs before their enemies, who go over 
them: and therefore in their second benediction, before 
their reading of the morning schema, they pray thus, Bring 
us in peace from the four ivings of the earth, " et due nos 
statura erccta in terram nostrum," and lead us standing up- 
right into our own land. Having thus answered the first 
question, he proceeds to inquire, whether they of them who 
thus stumbled, have fallen so as that they shall never be 
recovered. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 12. TiXyptjjjjLa abruv, Their fulness.] As nXi'ipto/ua 
tov xpovou signifies the whole tract of time appointed for 
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such an event,Gal. iv. 4. Eph. i. 10. irXi/pctyia rJJc y*ic, ^ te 
whole contents of the earth, 1 Cor. x. 26. 28. and 7r\/;po>jua 
rf;c ^corrjroc is the full perfection of the Deity, Colos. ii. D. 
and 7r\-t)p<*)fia rov Xpiarov, is the perfection, or the fulness of 
grace and wisdom, with which he fills his members, Eph. 
iv. 13. and that Ik tov 7r\r)pibp.aTog avrov, from that fulness 
of the Spirit which is in him, John i. 16. and 7rX?/pwjua Bcov, 
is the same fulness derived from God, Eph. iii. 19.: so 
here, 7rX/;owjua t£v avrwv is the time when the gentiles 
should more fully come in, and God would shew mercy to 
them all, vcr. 25. 32. and* wXripwfia twv 'lovSaiw, the ful- 
ness of the Jews, is the coming-in of all Israel, ver. 2G. And 
so St. Paul himself all along interprets it, styling it, ver. 15. 
Trgoakrr^iq, the receiving them into grace and favour by God, 
the engraffing them who were broken off, as the unbeliev- 
ing Jews were, into their otvn olive-tree, ver. 23. 24. the 
turning awaij iniquity from Jacob, ver. 26. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 14. Ei 7ro>c 7ra/>a£TjXcJ<ra>, If by any means I may 
provoke them, &c] This seems to be said in allusion to 
those words of God, Deut. xxxii. 21. Tliey have moved me 
to jealousy tvith that which is not God, Kayw 7ra/>a£TjX(J<rw, 
and I will move them to jealousy tvith those that are not a 
people, ver. 12. that seeing them who before were not the 
people of God, now chosen to be his people, and invested 
with all the privileges which formally belonged to them, 
viz. being of his church, among whom he dwells, and to 
whom he gives his Spirit, his new law, his prophets, apo- 
stles, and evangelists, they might be induced to believe, 
and so might still share in all those blessings. Hence also 
it appears that the apostle did not think they were so 
blinded or given up to a spirit of slumber, but that they 
might still be saved. 

[ M ] Ver. 16. Ei Si v aTrapxv, The first-fruits of them were 
holy.'] It is generally known that the word holy, when ap- 
plied to persons, families, churches, and nations, signifies 
their being called, consecrated, and separated from the 
world, unto God's service ; in which sense, in the Old 
Testament, it is frequently applied to (he priests, Numb. 
xvi. 5. Psal. cvi. 1G. to the Levites, Numb. iii. 13. viii. 14 — 
17. to the whole Jewish nation, Exod. xxii. 31. xix. 6. 
Deut. vii. 6. xiv. 2. 21. xxviii. 9. Isa. lxii.12. Dan. viii. 24. 
xii.7. Hence then the argument runs thus : If God so loved 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as to engage his word that he 
would be their God, and the God of their seed for ever, Gen. 
xvii. 7, and by thus entering into covenant with them, hal- 
lowed to himself all their posterity, even as the first-fruits of 
their dough, made an offering, hallowed the whole lump, 
Numb. xv. 20. then will he, in his good time, be so mindful 
of them, as to bring them again into his covenant, so that 
they shall be his people, and he will be their God; for as 
touching the election, they are still beloved for the fathers' 
sake. If this argument runs only upon the supposition that 
they do believe, it saith that only which is as true of all gen- 
tiles; it therefore seems to be an argument that they will 
be received into favour, and therefore will believe, ver. 21. 

[ 1S ] Ver. 21. Mr/ irog ovSi aov fydayyrm, Lest he also spare 
not thee.'] <l>o/3ou, Fear, is to be repeated from the former 
verse. So 1 Thcss. iii. 5. I sent to know your faith, juj} 7rwe 
£7ra7>a<r£vv/iac,subaud. 0o/3ofyuvoc> fearing lest the tempter 
should have tempted you. 

l iS ] Vcr. 23. Awarbg yap l<mv 6 Qtoc, For God is able, 
&c] From which power wo may reasonably conclude his 



will to do so, for so the apostle argues, xiv. 4. He shall be 
holden up, for God is able to make him stand ; 2 Cor. vi. 8. 
He that soweth liberally , shall reap liberally ; for God is able 
to make all grace abound towards you. (See note on xiv. 4.) 

["] Ver. 24.] Note, that there should be a fulness of the 
fallen Jews, and a receiving them again into favour, whom 
God had now cast off, the apostle plainly doth suppose, 
ver. 12. 15. and now he sets himself to the proof of it, by 
an argument, a minori ad majus, viz. If they, who had no 
such relation to Abraham, and the blessings promised to 
him, as the Jews had, were yet partakers of the blessings 
promised to Abraham, the root of that nation, how much 
more shall this favour, in God's due time, be granted to them 
who are children of the stock of Abraham ? 

[ 15 ] Ver. 25; To [ivtrn'ipiov tovto, Tliis mystery, &c] See 
the confirmation of this exposition in the appendix to this 
Epistle. 

[ l6 ] Ver. 26.] .Hence the second argument for a general 
conversion of the Jews runs thus : If that part of the Jews 
to which blindness hath happened, shall be delivered from 
that heavy judgment, if there shall come to them out ofZion 
a Deliverer to turn away their iniquity ; if God will ac- 
complish his covenant hereafter with them, by taking away 
their sins, then they who arc thus blinded shall be con- 
verted to the Christian faith. Where note, 
- First, That this promise is made to that part of the Jews 
to which blindness had happened, ver. 15. and so the pro- 
mise of salvation to this Israel, cannot be interpreted of 
all the true children of Abraham, Jews and gentiles both. 

Secondly, It saith, that God will take. away their sins> 
and turn away ungodliness from Jacob. Now if this sig- 
nifies that God will send a Deliverer out ofZion, to procure 
the pardon of this people's sins, since pardon only can be 
given to them through faith in Christ, this Deliverer must 
be that Jesus, who saves his people from their sins; if it 
imports that God would take away the punishment of their 
iniquity, that being the blindness, and spiritual slumber 
which was then, and is still upon them; the removal of it 
must signify their conversion, this blindness being only 
then to be taken away, when they shall turn to the Lord, 
2 Cor. iii. 14-16. .'. /. 

[ l7 ] Ver. 28. Kara Si ttjv *K\oyrjv, As touching the election.] 
Here is in this chapter mention of a double election, viz. 
zickoyr) x«p«*oe, election of grace, ver. 5. the gospel- election 
of persons and nations to be his church and people, which 
being purely on the account of that faith, which is the gift 
of God, without consideration of any other worthiness. that 
w f e had, or any works that we had done, is styled the elec- 
tion of grace; and thus a remnant only of the Jews were 
chosen, ver. 7. for many of them were called, by the preach- 
ing of the gospel to the faith, it being preached to them 
first, Acts xiii. 45. but few of them werechosen to be^mem- 
Tjers of the. church of Christ, because few of them believed. 
And, secondly, there is an election, Sia rove Traripag, to be 
God's people for their fathers' sake, in which sense the 
whole nation of the Jews are styled the elect: as in these 
words, Because he loved thy fathers, viz. Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob, Deut. IV. 37. teat cgcXlgaro to tnrc'p/ua qvtiov fur 

(throve vp-aQ, therefore he chose you their seed after them, and 
brought you out of Egypt by his mighty power ; where it is 
evident that all that were brought out of Egypt, were the 
elect, or the chosen seed. So Deut. vii. 6 — 8. The Lord 
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did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, ov TrpodXtro 
i/x«c, he did not fore-elect you, because you were more in 
number than, any people; bid because the Lord loved you, 
aud because that he would keep the oath which he hadswor?t 
to your fathers, hath he brought you out with a mighty hand, 
and redeemed you out of the house of bondage. Whero 
again it is evident, (1.) that their being chosen to be God s 
peculiar people before other nations, is their election: 
and (2.) that all who were ^brought out of Egypt were 
thus beloved, and thus chosen. And again, x. 14, 15. The 
Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love them, kcu iZtXlZaro 
to oiripfxa avTwvfxer airoiig iftas, therefore he elected you their 
seed after them above all people; circumcise therefore the 
foreskin of your, hearts, and be no more stiffnecked. Where 
again evident it is, that the whole seed .'of Abraham by 
Isaac, even the stiffnecked of them, were the beloved, and 
the elect of God; it being therefore not upon account of 
their righteousness, Dent. ix. 5. but for the love he had, 
and the promises he made to their fathers, that he first 
loved and chose them for his people ; and his love to these 
forefathers being still the same, and his promise to them 
being this, that he would be for ever a God to them, and 
their seed after them, Gen. xvii. 7. he must have that kind 
affection and regard to them, which will engage him to 
choose them again for his peculiar people, notwithstand- 
ing their present blindness; and all Israel being thus 
elected for the fathers* sake, this calling must belong to 
them all: 

[ 18 ] Ver. 29. Ta x «piV ara ; For the 9lf ts > &c The P ar - 
ticle/or shews that these words relate to what was said in 
the former verse, viz. they are beloved for their fathers* 
sake, to whom God gave this StaOijKr} aldviog, everlasting 
covenant to be the God of their seed after them, Gen. xvii. 
7. Now this covenant made with the fathers being abso- 
lute, and the calling of their seed to be bis peculiar people 
being the effect of it, God will not repent for ever of his 
•kindness to them; hence he engageth to save them with an 
everlasting salvation, Isa. xlv. 17. with everlasting kind- 
ness to have mercy on them, liv. 8. lvi. 5. Ix. 19,20. lxi. 7. 
and saith, I have loved thee with an everlasting love, Jcr. 
xxxi. 3. If then God will not repent for ever of his cove- 
nant made. with, their forefathers, to be the God of their 
seed after them for ever, or that he chose Jacob for himself, 
and Israel for his heritage, Psal. exxxv. 4. then will he 
certainly restore them to that privilege and happy state; 
but God will not thus repent, for the gifts and callings of 
God are without repentance. 

[ I9 ] Ver. 31 . Ty npaipip i\kt, To your mercy J] i. e. Which 
unbelief hath happened not to your rejection, as it did to 
them, but to your mercy, that they also may obtain mercy 
together with you, and you with them, the fulness of the 
gentiles coming in with their conversion. 

This argument for calling the Jews runs thus: If God 
hath called the gentiles to his grace after a long idolatry 
and infidelity, though they were not before ever admitted 
to those privileges the Jews enjoyed, nor had God pro- 
mised to be their God for ever, much more will he recall 
his chosen people from their infidelity. 

[*°] Ver. 32.] Esthius's note upon these three verses is 
this, That the apostle doth without controversy in these 
words speak of Israel according to the flesh, and therefore 
in the preceding words must be supposed to speak of the 



same Israel ; so that hence the tradition of the church con- 
cerning the calling of the Jews, towards the end of the- 
world, is established. 
(See the appendix to this chapter, concerning the calling 

of the Jews to the Christian faith, at the end of this 

Epistle). 

CHAP. XII. 

1. JL BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of (that) God, (of whom, and through whom are all things, 
and to whose glory they are all designed, xi. 3G. or by the 
mercies of God, mentioned xi. 30—32.) that ye [ ! ] present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your reasonable service. 

2. And [ 2 ] be not conformed to (the evil customs of) this 
(heathen) world: but be ye transformed (into other men) 
[ 3 ] by the renewing ofyourmind (andjudgment of things), 
that ye may prove (Gr. discern and approve, see note on 
1 Cor. xi. 28. Gal. vi. 4.) what is [ 4 ] that good, and accept- 
able, and perfect, will of God ; (i. e. that will which under, 
the gospel requires only what is sttbstantially good, and 
therefore always acceptable to him, and perfectly instructs 
us in our tvhole Christian duty. 

3. Wliich will of God you will the better discern by your 
humility and diligence in the exercise of your spiritual 
gifts;) for I say, through the grace (of apostleship, see 
note on i. 5.) given to mo, to every man that is among you. 
( thus gifted), not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, (on the account of those ministerial gifts 
conferred upon him, not for his own sake, but for the benefit 
of others, 1 Cor. iv. G, 7. xii. 7. as did the scribes andpha- 
risees, and doctors of the law, on the account of their zvis- 
dom and knowledge of it, Rom. viii. 18.23.) but to think 
soberly (of himself ), according as God hath dealt to every 
man the [ 5 ] measure of faith. 

4. For as we have many members in one body (natural); 
and (Gx.but) all ( the) members (of it) have not the same* 
office, (but some are more feeble, so?ne more vigorous, some 
employed in more, some in less honourable services, 1 Cor. 
xii. from ver. 12. to 27.) 

5. So we (Christians), being many, are one body in 
Christ (our head), and every one (of us are different) mem-, 
bers one of another/ 

G. Having then gifts differing according to the grace 
(or favour of God) that is given to us, whether (it be) 
prophecy, let us prophesy according to [ 6 ] the proportion 
of faith; 

7. Or (if it be) [ 7 ] ministry (that of an evangelist), let 
us wqit on our ministry ; or he that teacheth. on teaching; 

8. Or he that exhorteth, (by a spiritual afflatus, 1 Cor. 
xiv. 3. 31.) on exhortation: ho that [ 8 ]givcth (or distri- 
butes to the church's stock), let him do it with simplicity f or 
liberality, see the note on 2 Cor. viii. 2.) he that rulcth 
(or presides over that stock), with diligence ; he that shew-* 
eth mercy (to the sick, impotent, strangers, orphans), with 
cheerfulness. 

. 9. Let love be without dissimulation (not in word only, 
but, in deed, andin truth, 1 John iii. 18.) Abhor that which, 
is evil ; cleave to that which is good. 

10. Be kindly aflectioned one to another with brotherly 
love (not bearing only sitch a kindness to one another as* 
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common humanity calls for, but such as the relation of 
Christian brethren and the bonds of consanguinity re- 
quire) ; in honour preferring one another (through hu- 
mility acting as if yon conceived others more worthy of 
honour than yourselves, see note on Phil, ii- 3. and be- 
ing well contented • that they should be placed in a more 
honourable post J; 

11. Not slothful in business (in the concerns of God, 
and of one another); fervent in spirit, (ardently and zea- 
lously engaging in the service of God, and of one another, 
as knowing you are then) [ 9 ] serving the Lord. 

12. Rejoicing in hope (of the glory of God, Rom. v. 2. 
or of eternal life, Tit. i. 3.) patient in tribulation (for the 
cause of Christ); continuing instant in prayer (that you 
may stand firm in the faith, and have a seasonable deliver- 
ancefrom your troubles); 

13. [ 10 ] Distributing to the necessities of the (perse- 
cuted) saints; given to (or pursuing) hospitality (to- 
wards them when they come to you), 

14. Bless (i. e. wish well to, and pray for) them which 
persecute you: bless, and curse not (ivhatever provoca- 
tions you may have to do so). . 

15. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep, (as the relation of members of the same 
l)ody doth require, 1 Cor. xii. 26.) 

16. Be of the same mind one towards another (being 
concerned for the same good to them which you desire for 
yourselves). Mind not high things, but condescend to men 
of low estate (to the meatiest concerns of the meanest 
Christians). Be not wise in your own conceits, (so as to 
think you need not the assistance of Divine tvisdom, or the 
advice and counsel of your Christian brethren, Prov. iii. 5. 
7. Luke xii. 53. or so as to neglect the concerns of your 
Christian brethren, Prov. iii. 5. 7. Luke xii. 53.) 

17. Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide 
things ["] honest (Gr. honourable) in the sight of all men. 

18. If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peace- 
ably with all men. 

19. Dearly beloved, [ n ] avenge not yourselves (upon 
your enemies, vcr. 20.) but rather [ 13 ] give place unto (the) 
wrath (of God against them): for it is written, (Deut. xxxii. 
35.) Vengeance is mine ; I will repay it, saith the Lord. 

20. Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, (rather) feed him; 
if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt 
["] heap coals of fire (the Divine vengeance) on his head. 

21. Be not [ 15 ] overcome of evil ( let it not prevail upon 
thee to be impatient under or avenge it), but overcome 
evil with' good. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XII. 

[*] Vcr. 1. nAPA2TH - 2AI ru a^fiara vfxuv Ovviav Z&vav, 
To present your bodies a living sacrifice.'] By sin reigning 
in our mortal bodies, and by obeying the motions of it in 
our inward actions, we being 'said to present Vd fxiXn vjiiov, 
the members of our bodies instruments of unrighteousness to 
sin, (vi. 12, 13.) the apostle here doth properly exhort us 
•xaf>a<TTi}vai, to present the same bodies now a living sacri- 
fice, in opposition to the legal sacrifices, which were first 
slain, and then offered up to God upon the altar, viz. by 
being now dead unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord: a holy sacrifice, as being consecrated 



to the service of God, and having our fruit unto holiness, 
as the servants of God still have : (Rom.vi. 22.) and as the 
sacrifices offered to God were to be free from any'spot and 
blemish, and so holy; so are our bodies made a holy sa- 
crifice, when they are kept in sanctification and honour, and 
free from all filthiness of the flesh, and so a sacrifice ac- 
ceptable and well-pleasing to that God, who desired not the 
legal sacrifices, nor delighted in burnt-offerings: (Psal.li.16. 
Heb. x. 8.) and this, saith he, is not as the sacrifices of the 
law, Ik tu>v dXoyiov, of dead and unreasonable beasts, which 
was bodily" service, or that in which the body chiefly was 
employed ; but it is Xoyacrj Xarpda, a sacrifice of our rea- 
son, devoting ourselves, who are rational creatures, to his 
services, and also is highly suitable to our reason. 
; [ 2 ] Ver. 2. Kai jut) <rv<rxriiiaTtZ&T$t t$ alwiu Tovry, And be 
not conformed to this world.] It is the observation of Gro- 
tiiis on the former verse, that the apostle having shewed 
before, that justification could not be obtained by the law, 
comes now to shew how the gospel perfected and spiritu- 
alized the law, as to the ritual and the judicial parts of it, 
and engaged us more exactly to fulfil the moral parts of it; 
beginning first with the sacrifices, which by the Jews were 
esteemed one great and chief part of their ritual worship. 
And then he may here proceed to their separations from 
men of other nations, or, as the pharisees had improved 
it, even from the vulgar sort, thinking it unlawful to eat, 
. or converse with, or even touch the people of the earth, as 
they styled them, and making their holiness to consist 
chiefly in such niceties and separations; shewing that we 
do most effectually comply with all that God designed by 
anyprecepts of this nature, when we keep ourselves un- 
spotted from the ivorld, or free from any conformity unto 
the sinful customs of it, as Christianity especially rc T 
quires, Christ giving up himself for our sins, that he might 
deliver us from this present evil world; (Gal. i. 4.) or, he 
instructs them how to change their former heathen into, a 
Christian conversation, declaring that whereas formerly 
they walked Kara tov aliova tov kqujiov tovtov, according to 
the course of this world, Eph. ii. 2. and according to the tvill 
of the gentiles, 1 Pet. iv. 3. they should no longer live the 
rest of their time to the lusts of men, but to the will of God, 
ver. 2. 

[ 3 ] Ty uvaKaivuxju tov vooq vp.wv, By the renewal of your, 
mind.] The whole new creature doth consist in the renewal 
of the mind, the* will, the affections, and actions of men,; 
(1 Thess. v. 23.) but because this renewal doth begin with the 
change of mind, discerning and approving what is accept- 
able to the Lord, and upon that follows the choice of what 
is so by the will, and the inclination of the affections to 
what the mind doth thus approve of, and tho regulation of 
our outward actions is according to what we thus approve, 
choose, and affect; this renewal of the mind is put for the 
renovation of the whole man, and we are said to be re- 
newed in the spirit of our mind, and to put on the new man, 
Eph. iv. 23, 24. which is renewed ug lirlyvwrnv, in know- 
ledge according to the image of him that created him, 
Colos. iii.10. 

[ 4 ] To OlXrifia tov Geow to ayaObv kcl\ tvaptarov koi t£\uov, 
The good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.] The ri r 
tual precepts of the law had no internal goodness in them 
antecedent to the command ; and so God himself says of 
them, J gave them statutes which were not good, Ezck. xx. 
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2*5. and in opposition to their costly sacrifices, and burnt- 
offerings, saith, lie hath shewed thee, O man, what is good, 
and what the Lord rcquirethofthee, even to do justice, and 
iove mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God, Micah vi. 8. 
They were not pleasing to him in themselves, Psal. li. 14. 
Ileb. x. 8. but ho dcclareth his delight injustice and mercy, 
Jer. xxii. 1G. and the design of the apostle in the whole 
Epistle to the Hebrews, is to prove the imperfection of the 
sacrifices, and of the old covenant, and therefore the neces- 
sity of a better sacrifice, and a new and better covenant; 
and so in opposition to these ritual injunctions, he may here 
style the gospel-institution, the good, and acceptable, and 
the perfect will of God. 

[ 5 ] Vcr. 3. JVUrpov Trfcmwc, The measure of faith.'] Here 
the Greek scholiasts agree in the exposition of these words, 
that by the measure of faith, we are to understand the 
measure of gifts proceeding from that miraculous faith 
which w r as required to the exercise of them, tov yap x a 9^' 
}iaTo$ ainov r\ Trivrig, for faith is the cause of these gifts, saith 
Chrysostom; and when they found this faith raised in them, 
they exercised them; they being given, saith Thcodorct, 
according to the measure of their faith. This faith enabled 
them to remove mountains, ICor.xiii. 2. to heal the sick, 
James v. 15. to cast out devils^ Matt. xvii. 20. and hence 
St. Peter exhorts them who had received these gifts, to 
minister them we Ik laxvog fc X°P T '7" * G«oc, as from the 
ability and strength of faith which God giveth, 1 Pet. iv. 11. 
and this is elsewhere styled the measure of the gift of Christ, 
Eph. iv. 7. This they did, sailh Origen,* Sta n)v irioriv 
ravTr\v, by this faith, KaOwg «Ic Ek-atrroc aircJv rrjv Swpfav 
ttArj^E nap avrov, as every one received the gift from Christ, 
saith Irenasus.f This phrase occurs twice in Maimoni* 
des,J where he saith, God declared that he would try the 
Jews ivith false prophets, to know '* mensuram fidei vestras 
in veritatc legis," the measure of their faith in the law; H et 
ad mensuram fidei vestrce in lucem producendum, num fir- 
miter, et constanter persistans in ea ;" whence we learn, 
that the strength and firmncssof faith is the measure of it. 

[ 6 ] Ver. G. Kara rrjv avakoylav rrjg tticttewq, According to 
the proportion of faith.} That is, say some, according to 
those principles of faith and good life, which are known 
among you; but surely they who prophesied by a spiritual 
gift, could not do otherwise ; for no man can by tho Holy 
Spirit be excited to contradict the doctrine or precepts of 
Christianity; others, let him do it according to themeasure 
of the miraculous faith imparted to him, enabling him now 
to reveal mysteries, now to foretell things, now to disclose 
the secrets of men, according as God, upon his faith, shall 
grant ability to him to do it. And therefore Chrysos- 
tom,^ OEcumcnius, and Thcophylact, say, that though this 
was a gift, yet it flowed in upon a man according as by 
his faith he made himself a vessel fit to receive the gift of 
prophecy. And this seemeth to be the better exposition, 
not only because it hath the suffrage of the ancient exposi- 
tors, but because it answers to the measure of faith men- 
tioned ver. 3. for avaXoyia, saith Origcn here, is not ratio, 
as the Latins render it, but " mensura compctens," a com- 
petent measure, and tcaT avakoylav in Hesychius, is Kara rb 

9 Conl. Celsam, lih.iii. p. 124. t Lib. i". cap* 57. 

i MoreNeroch. par. iii. cap. 24. p. 406.408. 

$ Ei yfy xal ^if*j i<rri tmwtov fxbrroi liri$tX ox« if «*p»i cxtZo; ww*Ti«f airy w^tri- 



liirpov, according to the measure; and it agrees best with 
the phrase of St. Peter, to exercise these gifts according to 
the ability that God hath given them, and to be content 
with that, though others may enjoy it in higher measures. 

\J] Ver. 7. Aiak-ovfo, Ministry.'] This charisma being reck- 
oned here before that of teaching or exhortation, I think it 
best to interpret it of the office of the evangelist, ranked 
before that of the pastor and teacher,' Eph. iv. 11. and im- 
mediately after that of the prophets, as here, rather than to 
interpret it of the office of a deacon; all these four offices, 
of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and teacher, being dc r 
signed, saith the apostle there, vcr. 12. tic ipyov SiaKovlag, 
for the work of the ministry. Hence St. Paul writes thus 
to Timothy, Do the work of an evangelist, fulfil r>> Sia*o- 
viav cov, thy ministry, 2 Tim. iv. 5. and of Mark, the evan- 
gelist, ho saith, Bring Mark with thee, for he is profitable 
to me, tig diaicovtav, to the ministry; i.e. to be sent to 
preach the gospel, or visit the churches where I cannot 
come; (ver. 11.) and in this sense saith St. Peter, eiricSiaico- 
vu, if any man ministers, let him do it as of the ability that 
God giveth, not as of the charity of others, which was the 
proper office of the deacon. Of the teachers, seo note on 
1 Cor. xii. 28. Eph. iv. 4. Acts vi.4. xiii. 1. xx. 24. 2 Cor. 
vi. 3. Colos. iv. 17. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 8. '0 j<£raS(Sovc, He that giveth, and he that 
sheweth mercy.] These two expressions seem to denote the 
same persons who are called helps, 1 Cor. xii. 28. (See the 
note there.) He that ruleth may be the same with thoso 
who are there styled governments, and elsewhere 7rpoE<n-<5? 
Tfc, or rtpo'icFTafizvoi, 1 Thess. v. 12. 1 Tim. iii. 4. v. 17. or, 
6 /icraStSouc here may signify him that is moved by an affla- 
tus to give to the church's stock; for so the word is used 
in Job, saying, op<pavij> fitrlSwKa, I have given of my meat to 
the orphan, xxxi.17. Prov. xi. 2G. A blessing shall be on 
the head tov /zcraStSovroe, of him that giveth. So Luke iii. 
11. He that hath two coats, /uraSorw, let him give to him 
that hath none; Eph. iv. 28. Let him work with his hands, 
that he may have jueraStSovai, to give to him that needs; and 
then the 7rpo£ora>e will be the person set over this stock to 
manage it aright; for as the Jews had in every city " viros 
notos et fidcles," men of note for their fidelity, who were 
constituted to be collectors and distributors of their alms 
to the poor; so say the apostles, Look you out avSpac jtap- 
Tvpovfilvovg, seven men of honest report, ovg karacm'/crw/jEv, 
whom we will appoint over this business, Acts vi. 3. and 
these are styled 7rpoorarai and wpS&voi, and by Eustathius 
are said 7rpoi<rraa^ai rwv ?tvwv, to preside over strangers. 
(See Bcza in Rom. xvi. 2.) So Origcn on. the place, qui 
tribuit, et prteest indigentibus ; and Theophylact, 7rpoicrracr- 
§ai Si l<rr\ to fioi}Stiv, tca\ Sta pi)fiaT(t>v, Ka\ Sta tov crw/iaroc, 
to preside is to help both with icords and deeds. (Sec the 
note on 1 Cor.' xii. 28.) This in aftcr-ages was made the 
work of the bishop, but in the first ages of the church was 
the 'work* of the deacon. 

[9] Ver. 11. T( t > Kvpiy SovXevovtec, Serving the Lord.] So 
the Syriac, Arabic, Ethiopic versions, and all the Greek 
scholiasts read. The other reading, ™ Katptf SovXevovtec, 
serving the time, mentioned by Ambrose, St. Jerome, and 
Ruffinus, seems to have had its rise from the abbreviation 
of the word in MSS. they reading kw, though it hath a good 
sense thus, Tempori servite, rebus prasentibus vos accom- 
modantes; ct si quid incident incomnwdorum, vel dcclmantes 
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si liceat commode, vel tolerantes: see Eph. v. 26. Colos. 
iv. 5. (Sec Examen Millii here.) 

[ 10 ] Ver. 13. Tatg xpziaiCTtovaytiov KOtvwvovvTzc.'] So read 
all the Greek scholia, St. Basil, torn. ii. p. 474. the Vulgar, 
and all the other ancient versions. And wherein Dr. Mills 
contends the true reading is raig fivuatg tiov ayiiov] sec this 
abundantly confuted in the examination of him upon this 
place. 

[ u ] Ver. 17. Ta k-aXa, Honourable.'] That there be ac- 
tions, which, according to the voice of nature, and antece- 
dently to any positive commands, are good and evil, ho- 
nourable and praiseworthy, or matter of dishonour, or dis- 
praise, in the general opinion of the world; and that these 
actions are ra k-aXa, honourable beforemen, as well as in the 
sight of God, (2 Cor.viii. 21.) this Epistle doth abundantly 
demonstrate ; for the apostle in the first chapter having 
mentioned all the unrighteousness and impure actions of 
the heathen world, he adds, that the heathens knew from 
the consideration of the righteousness of God, that they 
who did such things were worthy of death, ver. 32. In the 
second chapter he informs us, that the gentiles having not 
a written law, and notwithstanding doing by nature the 
things contained in the moral law, shew the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness to 
it, and their thoughts accusing, or else excusing one another, 
ver. 14, 15. that the exercise of righteousness and peace 
renders us not only acceptable to God, but also approved of 
men: (xiv. 17.) Accordingly the wise man saith, that, by 
observing mercy and truth, we shall ttqovouv Kaka, provide 
things honourable in the sight of God and men. (Prov. iii. 
3,4.) 

[ 12 ] Ver. 19. Avenge not yourselves.] When Phocion was 
condemned to die by the Athenians, some of his friends 
desired him to leavo some precept to his son, how he 
should demean himself: his command therefore to him 
was jjiri^lv 'ASrivaioLQ, jivriaiKaKuv, not to remember the in- 
juries the Athenians had done him; and for this, saith 
iElian, every wise man must vTrtQ%avfxaZ,uv rov avSpa, very 
much admire the man. (Var. Hist. lib. xii. cap. 49.) 

[ 13 ] Aote tqttovttj 6py$, Give placeunto wrath.] i.e. Refer 
it to the punishment of God, avyxjujpyjatov clvt$ IntZzXSztv, 
tovto yap l<m Sote tottov ry opyy, suffer him to come in ivith 
Jus wrath upon those who are your enemies, and persecute 
you for his sake; for t7ds is the import of these words, Give 
place unto wrath. So Chrysostom, (Ecumcnius, Theophy- 
lact. And this exposition is confirmed by the ensuing rea- 
son, For vengeance is mine, I will repay it ; and from the oc- 
casion of those words, Dcut. xxxii. 35. they being spoken 
for, the comfort of God's people, whose cause he will plead, 
and for whose sakes he will repent of the evil he brought 
upon them, ver. 3G. 

j [ u ] Ver. 20. "AvOpamg irvpbg auypzivug ln\ rrjv Kt^aXrjv av- 
tov, Tliou shalt heap coals of fire upon Jus head.] I know 
that many good interpreters conceive here is an allusion to 
artificers that melt lead, or other metals, by heaping coals 
of fire upon them, and so imagine that the import of these 
.words is this, Thou shalt melt him down, or work him, by 
this obliging kindness, into good affection to thee: but I be- 
lieve the sense is rather this, That if he persevere in his 
enmity, to his persecution of thee, and pcrverseness towards 
thee after these kind offices, the event, though not sought 
by thee, will be this, Thou by thy patience shalt engage the 



wrath of God to fall upon him, and to maintain thy cause 
against him ; and so shalt be more certainly and happily 
delivered from his malice, than by avenging thyself thou 
Ayouldestbe. So^Prov, xx. 22. Say not thou, I 'will re- 
compense evil, but wait on the Lord, and he shall save 
thee. For, 

First, This suits best with the connexion of this with the 
foregoing verse by the particle, Therefore, avenge not your- 
selves, but rather give place to the wrath of God to fall 
upon your enemies, or persecutors, seeing he will repay 
vengeance to them. Therefore, let not their enmity hinder 
you from being kind to them ; for that kindness, if it do 
not mollify them, will cause the wrath of God to wax hot 
against them. 

Secondly, Because the words are plainly taken from Prov. 
xxv. 21. where they are exactly to be found ; where, saith 
Grotius, "apparet de poena Divina agi/'ft is evident the 
wise man speaks of the Divine vengeance. And this is the 
continual import of the phrase in the Old Testament, where 
only it occurs, and where it still signifies the wrath and in- 
dignation of the Lord. So Psal. exl. 9,10. As for the head 
pfthem that compass me about, let the mischief of their own 
lips cover them, let avSpatag wvpog coals of fire fall upon 
them. So Isa. xlvii. 14. They shall not deliver themselves 
from the power of the flame, OTttx^Q avSpaicag nvpbg icaSiaai 
It? avrovg,for thou hast coals of fire to cause to sit upon 
them. So Ezck. x. 2. God commands the angel to fill his 
hand, av%paKu>v irvpog, with coals of fire, and to scatter them 
over the city, to burn the city with them. And 4 Esdr. 
xvi. 52, 53. Let not the sinner say he hath not sinned, for 
God shall heap coals of fire upon his head, who saith before 
the Lord God, and his glory, he hath not sinned. (See the 
like saying in Stob. Serm. 82. p. 477.) 

[ 15 ] Ver. 21. Mr) vikCo W rov kclkov, Be not overcome of 
eviL] Vincitur a malo qui vnlt peccare in alium, quia ille 
peccavit in ipsum. Aquinas. 

CHAP. XIII. 

1. JLrfET every soul be subject to the higher powers (or 
supreme authority placed over them). For there is no 
I 1 ] power but of God (the fountain of it): the powers that 
be are ordained of God. 

2. Whosoever therefore [ 2 ]resisteth the power, resisteth 
the ordinance of God : and they that resist (the ordinance 
of God) I s ] shall receive to themselves damnation (Gr. 
judgment). 

3. For rulers (if they act by the authority of God, and 
according to taw,) are not a terror to good works (i. e. such 
as the light of nature pronounceth good), but to the evil. 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power (that it will do 
thee any harm)? do (then) that which is good, and thou 

. shalt (rather) have praise of the same. 

4. For he is (by his institution) the minister of God to 
thee for good (if thou art a doer of what is good). But if 
thou doest that which is evil, (thou hast cause to)be afraid; 
for he beareth not the sword (of justice) in vain : for he is 
the minister of God, (a revenger) to execute wrath (Gr. for 
wrath) on him that doeth evil. 

5. Wherefore ye must needs (Gr. ye ought to)he subject 
(to this minister of God), not only for wrath, but also for 
conscicnco' sake. 
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6. For, [ 4 ] for this cause pay yo tribute also (to them): 
fox (that) they are God's ministers, attending continually 
on Ibis very thing (the executing judgment betiveeu man 
and man, to preserve every man in his right, and to punish 
the wrong doer). 

7. [ 5 ] Render therefore to all their dues : tribute to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom (i.e. all legal im- 
positions); fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour 
(is due). 

8. Owe no man any thing (which justice obligeth you to 
render hi?n),but (be especially concerned) to love one [^an- 
other (which love, if ye observe its precepts, will preserve 
you from doing any evil or injustice to your brother): for 
he that (truly) loveth another hath fulfilled the law (re- 
lating to him). 

9. For this (that which the law forbiddeth in these 
words), Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not 
kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 
Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other command- 
ment (of the law relating to thy neighbour), it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself, ( i. e. with the like love thou bearest to 
thyself, though not with love equal to it. See note on Matt. 
xxii.39, 40. 

• 10. He that is acted by) love [7]worketh no ill to his 
neighbour (which is the thing required in these negative pre- 
cepts): therefore [ 8 ]love is the fulfilling of the law. • 

11. And that (Gr. this exhortation to obey authority, and 
walk in fervent charity towards all men, I recommend to 
you now,is very seasonable), kndwing the time, that now it 
is high time (for all) to [ 9 ] awake out ofsleep : for now is 
our [ 10 ] salvation (or, the salvation of the gentiles) nearer 
than, when we (first) believed. 

-■ * 12. [ n ]The night (of heathen ignorance, Acts xvii. 31.) 
is far spent, [ u ] the day (of grace and salvation to them) is 
at hand : let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and 
let us put on the armour of light. 

13.' Let us walk [H] honestly, as in the day; not in riot- 
ing and drunkenness, not in [ u ] chambering and wanton- 
ness, (1 Pet. iv. 3.) not in strife and envying (things incon- 
sistent tvitk that Christian charity which is the glory of our 
profession). - 

14. But [ 15 ] put you on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 

hot provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

* » - . t 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIII. 

[■] Ver. 1. OY' yap lariv l^ovaia u /it} otto Geou, There is 
no power but of God.] That this may be rightly understood, 
let it be noted, (1.) That God doth not now, as in the case 
of Saul and David, by himself appoint and nominate the 
person who shall sway the sceptre in any nation of the 
world. The Roman emperors, thb powxrs then in being 
when St. Paul writ this Epistle, had no such appointment, 
but were elected by the Roman armies, or chosen and con- 
firmed by the senate ; whence it appears, that an immediate 
appointment or designation of the person by God, cannot 
be necessary to render any prince God's ordinance. . ) 

(2.) By virtue of God's general appointment or ordi- 
nance, whether in the fifth commandment, or by a law of 
nature, requiring that all nations should have some govern- 
ment placed over them, no individual person can claim a 



right to be the higher power in any nation, more than- 
others; nor are the people by it tied to yield obedienco to- 
this man more rather than to that. This therefore cannot 
be sufficient to make a man the individual person who is 
God's ordinance, in reference to such a nation. It remains, 
therefore, 

(3.) That this authority be conveyed to this or that in- 
dividual person or family, by compact, consent, or choice 
of the persons governed, that such a person or family shall 
have the supreme authority in such a nation. It therefore 
must be such a choice, consent, or contract, that renders 
any person the ordinance of God to such a nation : and 
this is what men call a legal right, or title to the crown ; 
that'is, a title by the laws and constitutions of the land. 

But then, as mutual consent and contract make two per- 
sons man and wife, and yet matrimony is God's ordinance, 
and the power of man over the wife, and of the wife over 
the body of the husband, is from God; and as among us, 
one becomes a master, another a servant, by consent and 
covenant, and yet the master hath from God authority over 
his servant; so here, the individual person becomes the 
higher power, by the consent, the choice, or contract ori- 
ginal, or actual, of the community; but yet the power he 
exercises in that 1 station is of God, the fountain of all 
power; and ho acts in that station, not as the minister of 
man, but of God. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. '0 aVnratrao'jutvoc ry l^ovmq, Whosoever resist- 
eth the power.] Origen* having cited this and the preceding 
verse in his Dissertation against Celsus, confesses it is a 
place capable of much disquisition, by reason of such princes 
as govern cruelly and tyrannically, or w;Ao by reason of 
their power fall into effeminacy a7td carnal pleasures; re- 
ferring us to his comment on that place for the farther ex- 
plication of the words. Now there he saith,f TJiis is not 
to be understood of persecuting powers, for in such cases 
that of the apostle takes place, We must obey God rather 
than man, but of those powers which are not a terror to 
good works) but to the evil: and it is a contradiction to the 
holiness, justice, and goodness> of God, to say that he hath 
given princes any power to oppress, rob, spoil, murder, or 
to do any injury to their subjects. They cannot purely 
upon this account, that they are the ordinance of God, havo 
any power or authority to do evil to them; and so resisting, 
i. e. not being subject or obedient to them in any such thing, 
cannot be that resisting of God's ordinance to which the 
penalty is here annexed. Now this is the nonresistance 
of which the Greek commentators speak, even the nonper- 
formance of subjection and obedience to their commands; 
and so the coherence seems to require, which saith, Let 
every soul be subject to the higher powers, for whosoever 
doth resist them (by not being subject) resisteth the ordinance 
of God: moreover, they only aTe the ordinances of God as 
they are the ministers of God, ver. 3, 4. now they are only 
the ministers of God for good, for the punishment of evil- 
doers, and for the praise of thcrft that do well, ver. 4. and; 
thirdly, the subjection hero required, to which the resistanco 
is opposed, is a subjection due to them, not only for wrath, 



. * TToXXnc (nrhmi»( own* x*t* Toy toVot Jia r&( v/xfotpcit *tu T^JtwixwTfpw *p£arra;, h 

rov; U tou ap#tv Im Q^iv, xai Tpv<$>«v t£oxix*ovrai. Lib. viii. p. 421. , 

t "Nou Mo de illis potestatibus dicit qtiic perseoutiunes inferunl fidei, ibi eniro 

dicetidnm est, oportet Deo obteroperare magis quam borainibus, sed de istis poUsta- 

tibus dicit, qua; uon sunt limori horn opens, sed mail." « . * 
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but' for conscience' sake; but we cannot be obliged from con- 
science towards God, to be subject to them in those things 
which they have no authority from God to require, and for 
refusal of obedience to which we have God's authority. 

They who interpret this of violent resistance by force of 
arms, speak the truth, but not the whole truth, that being 
not the only resistance here forbidden. For, as Dr. Falkner 
observes, avrvrdaazaZai, which wc translate to resist, includes 
all practising out of a spirit of averseness, opposition, and 
contradiction, and whatsoever is contrary to iwoTaaataOai, 
the being subject, ver. 1. 5. (See Acts xiii. 8. xviii. 6.) 
' [ 3 ] f Eavrolc Kplfia \f)\povrat, Shall receive judgment to them- 
" selves.~] i. e. They shall be sentenced, punished, and con- 
demned for it by the magistrate, who is a terror to all evil 
works. So the word Kpifia signifies in these words, fearest 
not thou God, seeing thou art, lv airy Kplfxdn, under the 
same sentence of condemnation by the magistrates? (Luke 
xxiii. 40. sec note on v. 16.) And to this sense the con- 
nexion inclines, He shall receive sentence or punishment 
(from the rulers), for rulers are a terror to evil works; if 
therefore thou doest evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the 
sword in vain, but is an avenger of wrath. Or, if he escape 
the hand of the magistrate, he shall be punished by that 
God, whose minister and ordinance the power he resisteth 
is; this follows from the obligation to be subject, not only 
out of wrath, but also from conscience towards God ; but 
hence it does not follow that he must be damned, as that 
imports his being sentenced by God to eternal torments ; 
it follows not from the word Kpifia, seeing that in its literal 
import signifies judgment, and no more, and sometimes is 
applied to human judgments; not from the obligation to be 
subject out of conscience, for then all men must be damned 
who neglect what they, in conscience towards God, stand 
bound to do, or do what they in conscience are obliged 
not to do, and then, woe be to them who through weakness 
or prejudice mistake their duty, or are ignorant of it, and 
therefore do neglect it, or transgress against it. Seeing 
then the resister of God's ordinance here, is not only the 
wilful rebel, but he who also is not subject and obedient to 
the commands of lawful authority, if the punishment of 
this sin, without exception, be eternal torments, all must 
be sentenced to them, who, out of ignorance and weakness, 
■misunderstanding or prejudice, refuse in any lawful matter 
to yield obedience to the commands of their superiors, and 
so not only sins of wilfulness, but sins of ignoranco and 
weakness, must be damnable. 

Now according to this double notion of resistance, let it 
be noted, 

First, That the resistance which consists in nonsubjec- 
tion, or a refusal to yield actual obedience to the law of 
the superior, can only be allowed when the matter of- the 
law is sinful, and so forbidden by the higher power, not 
when it is judged inexpedient or unprofitable only; for of 
this subjects arc not to judge, but the lawgiver only, in 
that they lawfully may, and therefore, to avoid scandal and 
punishment, and from respect to him who is God's vice- 
gerent, ought to obey, even as servants ought to obey their 
frovoard master s,(l Pet. ii. 18.) and children their parents in 
att\a\vfxx\things,(CQ\.\\\. 20.) not disputing their authority 
in such matters, and this from conscience towards God. 

Secondly, That no resistance of the higher powers by 
force of arms, or violence, can be allowed purely on the 

vol, v. 



account of religion; for, if so, wc could not be obliged to 
suffer wrong in such cases from conscience towards God,' as 
the apostle saith we are, 1 Pet. ii. 19.* of from the example 
of ourLord, ver. 21. 24. because the sufferings- which God 
hath not obliged us to undergo, we cannot undergo from 
conscience towards God. 

Thirdly, That no violent resistance, or no resistance of 
the higher, powers by force, can be - t allowed to any who 
have not the power of the sword, and who are no avengers 
of wrath; for he that thus useth it, plainly takes the'sword 
without authority from him to whom belongeth vengeance, 
and the power of life' and death originally, and so without 
authority from him to whom this power of the sword ori- 
ginally belongs; and therefore, by our Saviour's aphorism, 
deserves to perish by it. (Matt. xxyi. 52.) Hence therefore 
it must follow* > - J i ) - ■:: .:/ 

• 1. That, in absolute governments, there is no power of 
lifting up the sword against the higher powers, because 
there is none can claim a share in the government, and so 
none can have any power of. the sword, or right to be an 
avenger of evil, but the absolute power. 

2. That in mixed governments, if any persons or states 
can claim the power, it must be either, (1.) upon* compact 
that such persons shall have power to defend their laws : 
or, (2.) by virtue of that rule of Grotius,* that where a 
people hath conferred, not an absolute power, but a govern- 
ment according to the law, they must be supposed to have 
reserved to themselves a power necessary to preserve their 
laws. Or else by some act done by the superior which is 
a virtual abdication, or a renunciation of his government ; 
in all which cases we can have no direction from the words 
of the apostle, who in general commands subjection to the 
higher powers, but declares not how far any man is so, or 
when he ceaseth to be so. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 6. Ata tovto yap ko\ (jtopovg teXcTte, For this cause 
pay ye tribute also.'] Hence it appears, that paying tribute 
to, is an acknowledgment of tho right of government in 
him to whom we pay it, it being payable only on this ac- 
count, because he is the minister of God, &c. and rendered 
to Caesar because it is Caesar's; i.e. because it doth belong 
to him as being Caesar, or the power God hath set over us. 

[ 5 ] Ver. 7. 'AttoSotz ovv tram rag 6<j>Et\dg, Render to all 
their dues.] It is observable, that all that is said here, and 
Tit. iii. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 11, 12. seems plainly to relate to those 
false doctrines and opinions which had obtained among 
the Jews, and were destructive to all government, and which 
all Christians therefore were concerned to shew their free- 
dom from, and opposition to, that so they might stop the 
mouths of those heathens whp, looking upon Christians as 
the offspring of the Jews, were apt to charge them with the 
same principles of opposition to all heathen governments. 
Now their principles arc these : 

First, That being the people of God, God alone was to 
be owned as their Lord and Governor, in opposition to all 
-earthly governors; at least in opposition to all governors 
which were not of their own nation, and by him imme- 
diately chosen, and ruling by his laws. See this fully 
proved, note on 1 Pet. ii. 16. 

Secondly, As a consequent of this, they refused to pay 



* "Si papains regera feceril, nou plena jare, sed addilis legibos, polerunl per 
eas leges canlrarii actus irriti fieri aul amnine, aat ex parte, quia ealeous popalaa 
jai sibi servavit." De Joro Belli et Facis, lib.xiv, sect. 2. 
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tribute to Casar, crying out to Agrippa,* ra r£Xrj dvaipuv, 
to take away their tributes; looking upon them as a sign of 
subjection, which they ought not to submit to. 

[ 6 ] Vcr. 8. T6v tTzpov, Another.] This being, ver. 10. rbv 
tt\ti<jIov, his neighbour, shews that every man is the Christ- 
ian's neighbour. 

[7] Vcr. 10. KaKbv ov*c ipyaZttai, Worketh no evil] Not 
that tho law is exactly fulfilled by doing no evil to our 
neighbour, but because, in Christ's interpretation, the neg- 
lect of doing any good we are able, and have opportunity 
to do for him, is doing evil, Mark iii. 4. Hero thereforo 
is a meiosis, for charity is also kind,! Cor. xiii. 4. and en- 
gageth us by love to serve one another, Gal. v. 13, 14. 

[ 8 ] IlX/;pwjua ovv vo/*ov ri aydmi, Love therefore is the fulfil- 
ling of the law.] The apostle plainly here discourseth of the 
fulfilling of the law, as it relateth to our neighbour; but, as 
Esthius hero notes, love is also the fulfilling of it, as it 
respects our duty to God ; for he that loves his neighbour 
aright, loves him for God's sake, and in obedience to him, 
and so must principally love God: he also loves his neigh- 
bour as himself: now no man truly loves himself, who loves 
not Him above all things who is his chief good, and in loving 
whom thus his happiness consists. (See Matt. xxii. 37.) 

[ 9 ] Ver, 11. 'Eg vnvov eyzpQiftvai, To awake out of sleep,] 
Is a phrase importing two things: (1.) The conversion of 
heathens to Christianity, as in that call to them mentioned 
Eph. ir. 14. wherefore he saith, Awake, thou that sleepest, 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee life x or shine 
upon thee. (2.) Our caro to walk as beeometh converts, 
with true Christian vigilance; as when the apostle saith to 
the Corinthians, Awake to righteousness, and sin not, 1 Cor. 
xv* 34. and to the Thessalonians thus, Let ns not sleep, as 
do others, 1 Thess. v. 6, 7. 

[ 10 ] Nvv yap zyyvrzpov rifiutv n trwrrjota, For now is our 
salvation nearer.] i. e. Say some, the deliverance of you 
Christians from the persecution of the Jews, stirring up the 
heathens against you. And I believe this passage hath a 
relation to the destruction of the Jewish nation, and the 
dissolution of that church, and of the worship confined to 
the temple ; but chiefly upon this account, that then was 
the time when the salvation of the gentiles was to be more 
fully and gloriously accomplished, that being the time when 
God would shew forth all his wrath upon the unbelieving 
Jews, the crucifiers of our Lord, and their Messiah, and 
upon that account the vessels of his wratlu (Rom. ix. 22.) 
Hence the apostle exhorteth the believing Jews to con- 
stancy in the faith, forasmuch as they saiv this day ap- 
proaching; (Heb. x.25.) and they being then, saving a little 
remnant, entirely rejected, and cut off from being any more 
the church of God, the gentiles were to be more fully called 
and owned as his church. The apostle had before dis- 
coursed of this matter, telling the Romans, that by their 
rejection and fall came, (rwTrjpla, salvation to the gentiles, 
xi. 11. that their fall would be the riches of the world, and 
ihe diminishing of them the riches of the gentiles, ver. 12. 
and, ver. 13. 15. 1 speak (saith he) to you gentiles, that their 
•rejection will be the reconciling of the world. And of this 
salvation of the gentiles he sailh, It is now nearer than 



t Tw ti ImrifJuriTii oiiii aXXo n irrixpif ta/Xtiar \iri<pi(nv Xjyom;. Joseph. Antiq. 
lib. xriti. cap. 1. De Bell. Jud. lib. ii, cap. 1, p. 775. D. cap. 12. p. 714. See note 
on James iv. 2, 3. 



when they first believed, the time of the utter rejection of 
tho Jews drawing nigh ; and therefore he advised them, 
especially now at this season, to give no obstruction to 
their conversion, and lay no obstacle in their way, by any 
disobedience against their superiors; but by their submis- 
sion to every ordinance of man for, the Lord's sake, to put 
to silence all the objections of ignorant men against them, 
as disturbers of government; and that they would diligently 
avoid all works of darkness, that they who spoke of them as 
evil-doers, might, by their good works which they beheld, be 
induced to glorify God in the day of tlieir visitation, (1 Pet, 
ii. 12. 14.) and to avoid all strife and envy, and to walk in 
love, as being that which rendered them so amiable in thei 
eyes of the very heathen. < 

["] Ver. 12. 'H vv% irpolKo^v, TJie night is far spent.] 
Niicra koXcT ttjv ayvoiaq iccupbv, he calls the night the time of 
the ignorance of the gentiles, saith Theodoret; and so the 
day must be the appearance of the gospel-light to them; 
and this is very suitable to the language of the holy Scrip- 
ture, which speaketh of the gentiles thus, Ye were some~ 
times darkness, but now ye are light in the Lord, Eph. v. 8 4 
and as men darkened, and blinded in their minds, Eph. iv» 
18. and whose foolish hearts were darkened, Rom. i. 20. In 

[ the Old Testament they are still represented as men who 

I sat in darkness, and in the shadow of death, Isa. ix. 1. and 
when Christ was sent to be a light to the gentiles, he is said 

[ to be sent to give light to them that sat in darkness, Luke i. 
78, 79. And when St. Paul was sent to convert them, he is 
said to be sent to turn them from darkness to light, Acts 
xxvi. 18. And when St.Peter mentions their conversion, 
he tells them, God had called them from darkness into his 
marvellous light, 1 Pet. ii. 9. 

[ w ] 'H §1 vfiioa vyytKtv, And. the day is at hand.] t. e. The 
day of salvation, 2 Cor. vi. 8. whence they to whom this 

I salvation was come, by receiving this gospel-light, are said 
to be t^c w*p<*€> wen of the- day, and viol rije vjiipag, chil r 

j dren of the day, 1 Thess. v. 5. 8. and bid here to walk 
lionestly as in the day. 

[ 13 ] Ver. 13. Ewxrijuovwo Honestly.] Decently, honour- 
ably, as beeometh Christians, both towards our governors, 
having our conversation KaXrjv, honourable, and decorous 
among the gentiles, that they, beholding our good works, 
may glorify God, that is, may own him whoni the Christ- 
ians worship as a good and holy God, and so be gained to 
the faith. 

[ 14 ] Kolrais kcu acrzkytfeug, In chambering and wantonness.] 
Kotrai yap yvvaiKtov lirtOvjilai, a<Ti\yi)g hr apaiviKov hri Zl 
S-jjXvkou ostein. Hesych. Phavor. 

[ 15 J Ver. 14. 'EvSutxatxOc rbv Xpiarbv, Put ye on the Lord 
Jesus Christ.] i. e. JBe conformable to his doctrine and holy 
life. So Chrysostom saith it was a common phrase, 6 duva 
rbv ScTva cvcSvaaro, such a one hath put on such a one; that 
is, he is an imitator of him : so, to put on the new man, is 
to walk as new men in newness of life and conversation, 
Eph. iv. 24. In holiness and righteousness after the image of 
him that hath created ns anew, Colos. iii. 10. 

CHAP. XIV. 

1. \JyloWto prevent these strifes and envyings,)h\m that 
is weak in the faith (and so not rightly grounded in it) 
receive ye (into Christian communion), butnotto^Jdoubt- 
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ful disputations (not respecting the difference in their 
thoughts and reasoningsfrom yours). ->■ I 

2. For (such difference of conceptions there is among the 
Jewish and the gentile Christians; that) one (L e. the gen- 
tile Christian) believeth that he may eat all things: an- 
other, who is [ 2 ] weak, (Gr. but tJie weak, u e.the Jewish con- 
vert, tvho is mistaken in, and doth not rightly understand 
his CJiristian liberty, abstaineth from all meats, as fearing 
they may pollute Mm, and so) eateth (only) [ 3 ] herbs. . 

3. Let not him that (suitably to this belief) eateth ( all 
kinds of meat) despise him that (through weakness) eat- 
eth not (of any); and let not him that eateth not judge 
(and condemn) him that eateth (as unclean, for not ob- 
serving these distinctions between meats clean and unclean 
by the law, or according to their traditions, by being offered 
to idols, or polluted by the unclean):, for [ 4 ] God hath re- 
ceived him. 

4. (Since therefore God hath received and owned him as 
his servant,) who art thou that [^judgest another man's 
servant? to (God) Ms own master he standeth or falleth, 
(and by him only he is to be judged: he is at present weak 
indeed,) yet he [ 6 ] shall be holden up (araQfosrai l\, but he 
shall be established): for God is f 7 ] able to make him 
stand (crn*}<7tu abrbv, to establish him). 

5. One man esteemeth one (Jewish) day above another 
( u e. more fit to do God service in, as being set apart by 
him for that end): another esteemeth every (such) day 
(alike fit for that purpose). Let every man be [ 8 ] fully per- 
suaded in his own mind (or act with fulness of persuasion 
that hedoeth tvhat is lawful). . 

G. (And to engage you to maintain friendship and com- 
munion, without censuring and condemning one another for 
these matters, consider that) he that regardeth a clay, re- 
gardeth it [ 9 ]to the Lord (or out of conscience towards 
him); and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he 
doth not regard it ( i. e. because his Lord hath freed him 
from any obligation so to do). He that eateth (freely of all 
kinds of meats), eateth to the Lord (or to his glory), for 
he giveth God thanks (for his liberty thus to eat); and he 
that eateth not (so), to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth 
God thanks (even for those herbs he eateth, or that he hath 
provided for him other food), ; • 

• 7. For none of us (who are Christians) [ 10 ] liveth to 
himself, (but to him that died for him and rose again, 
2 Cor. v. 1G.) and no man (dying) dicth to himself (so as 
to be exempted from the power and jurisdiction of the Lord, 
whose servants we are). 

8. For whether we live, we (Christians, if we act suit- 
ably to our duty and our obligations,) live unto the Lord 
(under his dominion, and under the government of his laws); 
and whether we die, we die ( and, dying, we are still sub- 
ject) unto the Lord : whether wo live therefore, or die, wo 

arc the Lord's. 

9. For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and re- 
vived, that he ["] .might be Lord both of the dead and 
living. (Phil. ii. 10.) 

10. But why (why then) dost thou judge thy brother? 
or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? (as if he were 
thy servant, and thou his master and his judge, seeing) we 
shall all stand before the judgment-scat of Christ (and 
from him, who is our Lord and Master, shall receive the sen- 
tence according to our works). 



11. For it is written, (Isa.liv. 23.) As I live, saith.thc 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 
confess to God. 

12. So then every one of us shall [ 12 ] givo account of 
himself (and of his behaviour in these matters) to God 
(audit becomes not us to antedate his judgment). 

13. Let us not therefore (take upon us to) judge one 
another any more: but (let us). judge this rather, that no 
man (ought to) [ 13 ] put a stumbling-block or an occasion 
to fall (from the faith) in his brother's way. 

14. 1 know, and am persuaded by (the faith of) the Lord 
Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself : but (not- 
withstanding this) to him that [ u ] esteemeth any thing to 
be unclean, to him (as to the use of it) it is unclean. 

15. But (though nothing be unclean of itself, yet) if thy 
brother be [*?] grieved (i. e. scandalized) with thy meat, now 
walkest thou not charitably (in eating it to his offence and 
ruin ; wherefore) destroy not him with thy meat, for whom 
Christ died. 

1G. Let not then (any thing be d&ne by you, whereby) 
[ 16 ]your good (L e. your Christian calling may) be evil- 
spoken of (Gr. blasphemed by them who are thus offended at 
this use of your Christian liberty). \ «., 
. 17, For the kingdom of God is not (a thing which con- 
sists in) meat and drink ; but ( in) righteousness, and peace, 
and [ n ] joy in the Holy Ghost. . 

. 18. For ho that in these things serveth Christ is accept- 
able to God, and approved of men. 

' 19. Let us therefore follow after the things which make 
for (the) peace (of the church), and wherewith one may 
edify (and build up) another (in Christian love and union 
into one spiritual temple in the Lord). [ . 

20. For meat destroy not the work of God, (k e. tJie 
Christian convert, 1 Cor. iii. 9. for though) all things in- 
deed are pure, but (yet) it is evil for that man who eateth 
with offence (to do so). ♦ . , 

21. It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor 
(to do) any (other) thing (from which thou may est ab- 
stain) whereby thy [ 18 ] brother stumbleth, or is offended, or 
is made weak. . ... , , 

22. Hast thou (then) faith? (or, a persuasion that all 
meats are clean, and lawfully may be eaten?) have it to thy- 
self before God (and satisfy thyself with that). [ 19 ] Happy 
is he that condemneth not himself (by acting uncharitably ) 
in that tiling which he allowcth. 

23. And he that [ 20 ] doubteth (Gr. that- puts a difference 
between meats) is damned if he eat (against his conscience, 
making that difference), -because he eateth not of faith 
(but against his own persuasion): for [ 21 ] whatsoever is not 
of faith is sin. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XIV. 

[ x ] Ver. 1. MH* dc SiaKpiatiQ StakoyicriJLwv, Not to doubt- 
ful disputations.] Not discriminating them by their inward 
thoughts, or reasonings, or rejecting any from communion 
upon that account, because they arc weak in judgment; 
this sense the antithesis seems to require, and this sense 
will be confirmed from our note on ver. 23. and from a 
like passage of St. James, Jfyou say to the man in gay 
clothing, Sit thou here honourably, and to the poor, Stand 
thou there, or sit down at my footstool, oh ZiiKpiQnrz lv lav- 
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role ; do you not put a difference or a discrimination among 
yourselves, and art become judges, StaXoyiafiCtv novypuv, of 
evil reasonings? 

[*] Vcr. 2. '0 ?£ aaOtvwv, But the weak.} I have observed, 
note on v. G. 1 Cor. viii. 13. that the weak person is not the 
man of a .doubting conscience, about a thing indifferent, but 
of an erroneous conscimce, about a thing unlawful; this is 
plain, 1 Cor. viii. 7. from these words, Some with con- 
science of the idol to this hour eat it as a thing offered to an 
idol, and their conscience, being tveak is defiled. Now to cat 
with the conscience of the idol, must be to eat with an er- 
roneous conscience ; and the thing is as plain, here from 
vcr. 14. which shews that the weak person esteemeth that 
unclean, which in itself was not so, and therefore acted from 
an erroneous conscience. I have observed there also, that 
6 aaOzvrjc the weak, and aaQtvziv to be weak, is to fall and 
stumble ; and here it also significth one that stumblcth at 
some doctrine of Christianity, viz. at that of Christian 
liberty from 1 Jewish observances, and who is scandalized 
at it, or made to fall by the use of that liberty by others, as 
is evident also from these words, ver. 21. It is good not to 
eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor to do any other thing whereby 
thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. And 
'vcr. 13. Let us not therefore judge one another any more, 
but judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling-block, 
or an occasion to fall (Gr. a scandal) in his brother's way. 
I s ] Aa X ava laQlu, Eateth herbs.] Why herbs only? St. 
Chrysostom thinks it was Sea rb ju?) yivzaOat SijXov, that it 
might not appear whether they didit out of observance of the 
Jewish law, or only out of temperance ; but this the apostle 
contradicts, by saying, not that he did this, being cautious, 
but he did it, being weak; and (ver. 14.) that he did it, 
esteeming that which he abstaincth from as unclean : and 
this is supposed as a thing evident throughout this chapter, 
that he abstained out of conscience from eating that which 
he esteemed unlawful. Others say, the word Aaxava, herbs, 
is taken synecdochically, for all sorts of meat allowed.by 
the law ; but then they ought in reason to shew us some ex- 
ample, or instance, where the word Xax^va is used in this 
sense. Let it be therefore noted, (l.)That the Essenes,* 
among the Jews, abstained from all flesh, using as victuals, 
with great delight, green herbs, and the fruit of trees:, and. 
this they did, as judging flesh, jut) Kara tpvmv, not to be natu- 
ral food, as there it follows. Philo saith,f they had rpa- 
irzZav KaOapav twv Ivaifjiuv, a table pure from any thing that 
had blood in it, as being an incentive to concupiscence, and 
did eat only bread and salt, and hyssop. (See note on 
Colos. ii. 1.) Here then is one instance of them> who,- 
being tveak, did eat herbs. Moreover, Joscphus saith of 
some priests of his acquaintance, sent bound to Home from 
Judca, for some little crime, that % they were good men, who 
in their afflictions forgot not their piety to God, nourishing 
themselves there with figs and nuts ; yea, their superstition 
would not permit them to use the oil of hcathcns,§ as being 
not clean, and so such as they could not use the meats of 
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gentiles, much less things offered to idols (as sometimes all 
the meat sold in the shambles was), without transgressing 
their own institutions and traditions. They therefore might 
eat herbs, either that they might avoid eating things sold 
in the shambles, which had been offered to idols, and which 
were therefore deemed Koiva common, or unclean, by the 
whole Jewish nation ;* or to avoid the eating things which 
they esteemed polluted by the gentiles, as the Jewish priests 
mentioned by Joscphus did. Moreover, the person who 
believeth all things, here, is so like the person who saith all 
things are lawful for .me, 1 Cor. x. 23. where the apostle is 
speaking of things oflercd to idols, and the arguments, many 
of them, are so apparently in sense the same here, and 
1 Cor. viii. and chap. x. that I can see no reason wholly to 
exclude this sense.' 

[ 4 ] Ver. 3. 'O Owe yap avrbv TrpoazkafitTo, For God hath 
received him.] This is St Peter's argument, Acts xv. 9. 
God put no difference betwixt us Jews and them, purifying 
their hearts by faith, and so making them clean in his sight, 
though they were not circumcised, nor abstained from 
those meats we count unclean ; he therefore received .them 
without requiring this of them, and therefore so should we/ 
Note here, that though God testified his reception of them 
by a visible and miraculous dispensation of the gift of 
tongues and prophecy ; yet doth not the apostle say, God 
hath thus testified his reception of them, but only, he hath 
received them, i. e. into communion with him, viz. by giving 
them that Spirit which is the medium of our union to, and 
communion with him. Note also, that these words prove 
against Esthius, that the apostle here speaks not of the 
Jews, but of the gentiles, whom the Jews always deemed 
unclean, till they became proselytes to their law, and so. 
obligedto observe these differences between meats; (see. 
note on 1 Cor. vii. 14.) and therefore thought God would not 
receive them, whilst they did not observe this law. More- 
over, when the apostle saith, ver. 2. Another believeth he> 
may eat all things : is this other the Jew? then the strong 
Jew believed not only that he might eat swine's flesh, but 
even things offered to idols, which 5*et Esthius denies, 
ver. 1. the reason is, because both these must be included 
in quibuslibet cibis, all kinds of meat. But if it be the gen- 
tile, as is far more probable, then the apostle speaks here 
of the gentiles. Again, when the same apostle saith, another 
esteemeth every day alike, does he mean the Jews ? did the' 
Jew think the obligation to observe the sabbath was abo- 
lished ? and if he meant the gentile, the apostle must here. ' 
speak of them. But, saith Esthius, this doctrine could not 
extend to the gentile, to whom it was not lawful to comply 
with the legal observances, no, not for the sake of the infirm 
Jews. To this I answer, (1.) That the apostle says nothing 
in this whole chapter which doth oblige him so to do, but 
only not to judge, not to exclude from communion, those . 
Jews that did so, and not to cat of those meats, when that 
would minister scandal to the Jews ; and doth he not pre- 
scribe the same rule to. the gentile, in the case of this scan-* 
dal, in these words, But if any man say unto thee, lids is. 
offered to idols, eat not for his sake that shewelh it, and for 
conscience" sake? 1 Cor. x. 28. (2.) St. Paul, who had the 
same persuasion, that the law was not binding to him, as any 
gentile could have, yet to the Jew became as a Jew, that he- 
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might gain the Jew; why therefore might he not permit the 
strong gentile so to do, especially when this was not done 
out of respect to the law of Moses, but purely to the higher 
law of charity? 

[ 5 ] Ver. .4* St; rig el 6 tcpivuv aXkorpiov oikctjjv, Who art 
thou that judgest another man's servant ?] Some interpret 
these words thus: We are not to judge another man's ser- 
vant for doing what his own master allowethor permitteth. 
But this is adding to the text ; for the apostle doth not say, 
Who art thou that judgest another man's servant wrong- 
fully, or condemnest in him what God allows? nay, he 
plainly supposeth him weak, and erroneous, and yet allows 
not any condemning and rejecting him, and excluding him 
(saith Dr. Hammond) out of the church, because God hath 
received him to be his servant. 

[ 6 ] 2ra0ii<r£Tcu, He shall be established.] The apostle seems 
plainly here to speak of the weak Jew, who, through the 
error of his judgment, might be apt to stumble atthe liberty 
which the strong Christian used, and which the Christian 
doctrine .taught, that Christ had purchased for him also, as 
thinking both himself and others obliged to observe the law 
of Moses ; and of him he saith, He is now indeed weak, but 
he shall be established, i. e. the time will come, when, by 
the destruction of the Jewish temple, to which their service 
was annexed, and in which alone a great part of their cere- 
monial worship was to be performed, they should be better 
satisfied of the cessation of their obligation to obey those 
precepts. Thus also he saith, Phil. Hi. 15. As many as are 
rtXttot fully instructed in the Christian liberty, let them 
mind this thing, viz. that it is only the circumcision of the 
Spirit that Godnowregardetb,(ver.3.) and if any be other-, 
wise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you, i. e. he 
will in his due time convince them of this truth. (See the 
note there.) ; Note also, that the effusion of the Spirit on 
the Jews, though circumcised and zealous for the obser- 
vation of the law, was an argument that God also had re- 
ceived the unbelieving Jew to his favour, notwithstanding 
his weakness of judgment in these matters. 

[ 7 ] Avvaroc.yap Icrw 6 0eoc arrioai avrbv, For God is able 
to make him, stand.] The apostle elsewhere argues from 
God's power to his will ; so xi. 23. If they abide not in un- 
belief they shall be graffed in, for God is able to graffthem 
in again ; xvi. 25. To him that is able to confirmyou ; 2 Cor. 
ix. G. 8. He that soiveth liberally shall reap liberally; for 
God is able to make all grace abound towards you; Heb., 
ii. 18. He is able to succour them that are tempted. And 
this argument is always good, where we putno obstruction 
to his will, by rendering ourselves unworthy of his illumi- 
nations and his favours; he being otherwise always as 
ready as he is able to do what he sees needful, and truly 
conducing to our spiritual good. 

[ 8 ] Vcr. 5. "EitaoToe lv t<£ ISi^ vol irXripo^opthOoj, Let every 
one be fully persuaded in his own mind.] The Greek and 
Latin fathers give this sense of these words: In matters of 
this nature, touching the observation of a day, required by 
Moses, to the Lord, or not, the abstaining from meats, or 
not, Let every man abound in his own sense; i. e. let there 
be no condemning, no excluding any man on the account 
of such different sentiments : and this sense is very agree- 
able to the context, if the word irXypo^opioj will bear it, 
of which, sure, the Greek interpreters must be sufficient 
judges ; especially when Phavorinus saith, that irXvpo^oprj- 



aov is the same with irXiipaxrov, fulfil, as in that of the apo-t 
stle, rijv Siatcoviav <xov ir\r}po<j>6pr}<xov, fulfil thy ministry, 
2 Tim. iv. 5. and when this sense accords so well with the 
Hebrew proverb, *$nk$bwW8, i.e. Let a man fulfil his 
heart, or do his pleasure. , ' 

They who render the words thus, as we do, Let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind, as the word 7rXrtf>o- 
<j>op(a doth import, Colos. ii. 2. Heb. vi. 9. x. 22. 1 Thess., 
i. 5. either refer it to the preceding words thus, Let every, 
man content himself with this, that he is fully persuaded he 
doth as he ought, and not search into the actions or judg- 
ments of other men about these matters, to condemn them 
for them; and this also is a sense against which I know no 
exception, and is made more probable from yer. 14. 21,22. 
or else give the sense thus, Let a man have that persuasion 
of the lawfulness of what he doth, or abstains from, as will 
preserve him from sinning against conscience in it. 

[9] Ver/6. Kvpty, To the Lord.] If the Lord here signifies 
the Lord Christ, as we may gather from ver.7 — 9. it is evi- 
dent from the reason following, for he giveth God thanks, 
that Christ is God: if it signify God the Father, yet the fol- 
lowing verses, which apply it to Christ, make it plain that 
the argument is good from God the Father to our Lord 
Christ, and again from Christ, ver. 10. to God the Father, 
ver. 11. and consequently that they must equally be God % 
(See Examen Millii.) 

Here we are told, that ".no man can be said to do any 
thing to the Lord, or out of conscience towards God, in 
such cases wherein God has not interposed his authority; 
nor is any man in Scripture said to do any thing to the Lord, 
who cannot produce a plain law for what he does; but, 
when both contending parties can produce a Divine au- 
thority for doing, or not doing the same thing (i.e. a law 
forbidding, and yet commanding the same thing), there is 
great reason for them to receive one another, because they 
both act out of reverence to the Divine authority." .But 
this assertion may be evidently disproved, 

First, From the example of St. Paul, who served God 
from his forefathers with a pure conscience, (2 Tim. i. 3.) and 
conversed before God in all good conscience, (Acts xiii. 1.) 
and was zealous for God, even when he persecuted Christ- 
ians to the death, (Acts xxii. 3, 4.) and. thought himself 
bound in conscience to do many things against the name of 
Jesus: (Acts xxvi. 9.) he therefore, if he may be believed, ; 
did these things out of conscience towards God. wherein 
God had not interposed his authority. 

Secondly, This also is evident from the instances re- 
lated in this verse ; for a law cancelled and disannulled 
by God himself, hath no Divine authority; and he who only 
produceth such a law, is so far from producing a plain law 
for what he doth, that he produceth none at all, nor doth t 
he act out of reverence to the Divine authority, but only 
with respect to his own erroneous conceptions of a Divine 
authority, when there is no such thing ; nor can he produce . 
any Divine authority for what he doth. Oh! but God had 
once interposed his authority in this case, and the Jews could, 
not be satisfied that this authority was repealed. I answer; 
And so it is with all the unbelieving Jews unto this very 
day, who still observe the law of Moses, as far as under 
their present circumstances they can; as believing it was 
given thfcm for an everlasting covenant, and so being un- 
satisfied that the authority of it is repealed ; so far is it 
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from being true, that this casfe hath no parallel : it is there- 
fore evident, that in this sense it cannot be said, He that 
regardeth a day, enjoined by the law of Moses, regardeth 
it to the Lord; and he that eatethndt, to the Lord he eateth 
not: for the apostle, in this very chapter, dcclareth himself 
persuaded by the faith of the Lord Jesus, that there was 
nothing unclean of itself but only through the mistaken 
estimation of the Jew; (vcr. 14.) and elsewhere, that the 
Jewish feasts, new moons, and sabbaths, "were only sfia- 
dows of good things to come, and that Christ was the body 
Or the substance of them, (Colos. ii. 17.) and that there was 
made aOirr}<xig, a disannulling of the former command, by 
reason of the weakness and unprofitableness of it. (Heb. vii. 
18.) It could be therefore nothing but prejudice and error, 
which made the Jew conceive ho observed those days, and 
abstained from those meats, by a Divine authority, or that 
he could produce such an authority for so doing; ho there- 
fore must be said to do this to the Lord, and out of con- 
science towards God, because he, through the weakness 
and error of his judgment, thought the law of Moses 
obliged him still in conscience to the observance of these 
things. Now this is so far from beings an unparalleled case, 
that it is the very case of the Romanists, using still the 
anointing of the sick; of the anabaptists, dipping them who 
arc baptized ; of the Greek church, refusing to eat things 
strangled, and blood, out of reverence to the apostolical 
injunction; of the dissenters, using prayer by the Spirit, 
or conceived prayer, out of reverence to the command, to 
pray in the Holy Ghost, and abstaining from communion 
with that church which observes no church-discipline, out 
of respect to the command, to purge the evil from among 
Us; for all this is done by them out of a mistaken reve- 
rence to a Divine authority, which they conceive obliging 
to them. But then the Greek expositors here note, that 
this indulgence to men of an erroneous conscience, is not 
to be extended to doctrines of faith, and matters of great 
moment, but only to cases of meat and fasting, andthe like;* 
and that it is especially to be granted to those who are 
infirm, and want indulgence. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 7. Oi&ic yap yfiuv lavrto Zy, For none of us 
liveth to himself] This I conceive to be a reason, not of 
that which is contained in the sixth verse, but of what was 
delivered ver. 4. viz. that Christ ivas our Master, and we 
his servants; and therefore, by judging one another for 
these things, they took upon them to judge another man's 
servant. For (1.) in the next verse the apostle reassumes 
this matter, inquiring, Who art thou that judgest thy bro- 
ther? and (2.) those words are a plain proof of this; for 
we arc his servants to whom we live, and to whom we must 
give an account of our actions, and who is Lord both of 
the dead and the living: but they seem not so applicable 
to what is delivered, ver. G. or to give a clear reason why 
he that abstains from swine\s flesh, or that religiously ob- 
serves a Jewish festival, doth this'untq the Lord Christ, 
who came to take away, not to enforce, the obligation of 
those things. 

[ u ] Vcr. 9. "Iva Kvpuvcy, That he might be Lord.] He by 
his resurrection being constituted Lord of all things, and 
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having all power both in heaven and earth conferred upon 
him, must have power over all, we being all his servants, 
and so obliged not to live unto ourselves, but to him that 
died for us, and rose again. (2 Cor. v. 10.) He being also 
the rewarder of all those that serve him faithfully, he must 
be the Lord over the dead, so as to be able to bring them 
to life again, that they may receive tho promised reward. 

[**] Ver. 12. Ylzpi (avrov \6yov Swaa t$ 9a£ , Shall give 
an account of himself to God.] Here CEcumcnins notes, 
that it is said of God the Father, that he judgeth no man, 
but liath committed all judgment to his Son, (John v. 22.) 
and therefore, what the apostle here saith, viz. Every man 
shall confess to God, and bow the knee to him, (ver. 11.) and 
give an account of himself to God, (vcr. 12.) is manifestly 
spoken of Christ as judge, Spa Otoe v Xptarbg, and therefore 
Christ *> God: and this argument was used before tho Ki- 
cene councilby Novatian* and others. It is a wonder, 
that Socinus should deny that the apostle says, that every 
knee should bow to Christ, when, citing the same place, 
Phil. ii. 10, 11. the apostle so expressly declares, that at 
the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus is the Lord; and here, from this place, 
proves, that Christ is Lord both of the dead and the liv- 
ing, before whose tribunal they must all stand; and so 
must own hi$ power and authority over them, which is the 
thing expressed metaphorically by bending of the knee, and 
the confession of the tongue: and if these words, which the 
prophet certainly spake of Jehovah, the God of the Jews, 
be well applied by tho apostle to Christ, Christ must be 
also the person intended by them ; for how could the apo- 
stle prove, that every knee. must bow to Christ, from the 
words of God, saying, tome every knee shall bow, if Christ 
were, in his whole nature and essence, as different from 
that God, who spake those words of himself, as is a crea- 
ture from his great Creator? f CtcIHus here saith, St. Paul 
accommodates this passage to Christ, not that he is God, 
but because what is contained in it, shall by Christ, as sub- 
ordinate to God, be exhibited and performed to God him- 
self But this subterfuge is confuted by the words of the 
apostle, who saith expressly, Phil. ii. 10, 11. that to the 
name of Jesus every knee shall bow, and every tongue con- 
fess thai Jesiis is the Lord; and so declares, these words are 
fulfilled by the honour exhibited not to God the Father, 
but to our Lord Jesus Christ: and seoing ho is Lord over 
the dead, by the power by which he is able to subdue all 
things to himself, (Phil.iii. 21.) which doubtless is the power 
of God; and seeing, having raised all men, he will bring 
to light the hidden things which they have done, and mani- 
fest the counsels of their hearts, (l'Cor. iv. 5.) and so must 
be omniscient, and have the knowledge of the secrets of 
the heart; and it is the property of God alone to raise the 
dead by his power, and bo the searcher of all hearts: these 
properties ascribed to Christ here, and elsewhere, must 
shew that he is truly God. (Sec the note on Phil. ii. 10.) 

[ 13 ] Vcr. 13. Mi) r&ivai TrpoaKOfifia, Not to put a stum- 
bling-block.] i. e. Not to cause our brother to stumble at 
the Christian faith, and fall off from it, or to perish; for 
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what is here, do not put a stumbling-block (by thy meat) in 
thy brother's way, is, ver. 15. destroy not him with thy meat 
for whom Christ died; and to eat, Sia irpoaicofifxaTOQ, so as 
to put this stumbling-block before him,is for meat to destroy 
the work of God: and that in this sense the. phrase is still 
used in the epistles, sec note on 1 Cor. viii. 9. only let it 
be noted, that, where there is the same danger of destroying 
my brother, or dissolving the work of God, be it not by 
infidelity, but sclusm, or idolatry, or loose living, there is 
the same reason and obligation, not to put a stumbling- 
block, or an occasion to fall in. our brother's way: for the 
reason why the apostle would not have us put this stum- 
bling-block, which makes our brother fall from the faith, 
in his way, is this, because he would not have us be instru- 
mental to his perishing, or to destroy him for whom Christ 
died. He therefore must equally forbid the doing any other 
thing which may £e left undone without sin ; and, being 
done, hath a like tendency to cause my weak brother to 
perish. . . , ' ■ 

[ 14 ] Ver, 14. T<jJ XoyiZofiivy r\ koivov, To him that esteem- 
eth any thing unclean, &c] Here is a plain demonstration 
that the person here mentioned, as weak in faith, was also 
weak in understanding ; i. e. one who understood not that 
meat to be free from uncleanness, which indeed was so ; 
and that he was therefore weak in the faith, because he was 
so in his understanding; and so also it is plainly, 1 Cor. viii* 
7. 10. It is therefore without ground affirmed, That these 
two sorts of weak persons must be used very differently; you 
must have a care of offending those who are weak in faith, 
but you must instruct and govern those who are weak in un- 
derstanding. 

Secondly, Here also is a plain evidence that the weak 
Jew had no just matter of offence given him by the gentiles 
eating, or .that they did not take offence at the open viola- 
tion of an express law of God by the gentiles eating; nor 
were they thus weak out of reverence to any express posi- 
tive law, which all men agreed was given by God to them, 
at whose eating they were scandalized. To make this very 
clear, consider that the weakness of the Jews consisted in 
two things; 

1. That they were not convinced that the law of Moses 
was out of date, and therefore durst not do any thing which 
was forbidden by that law, nor. omit doing what the law 
commanded : and as to this, it is true, they were weak out 
of reverence to an express positive law, which, through the 
weakness of their understanding, they thought to be still 
binding, but the apostle here declares to be by Christ 
taken away. 

2. That they could not endure to sec others do what 
they themselves durst not do; i. e. they could not endure 
to see the gentile converts eat those meats which the law 
of Moses forbade the Jews to eat: now here, I say, they 
were not weak put of reverence to any express positive 
law ; nor could they take offence at the open violation of 
any express law of God:, for there was no such law given 
to the gentiles, to abstain from such meats as unclean, nor 
to the gentile converts to Christianity to observe any such 
law; they therefore by eating of these meats did violate 
no law given by God to them, and so the Jews could take 
no offence at their violation of any such law. And so much 
stronger is the case of eating things offered to idols, in 
which yet the apostle doth require this abstinence, with 



regard to the conscience of the weak Jew, (1 Cor", viii. 7. 
10. x. 28, 29.) for the eating of things offered to idols (un- 
less it were done in the idol-temple, the place appointed 
for his worship) was against no law of God, but only 
against the canons of the Jews; and so* here the Jews 
could not be thus offended with that action, out of reve* 
Tence to any law which God had made against it, but only 
from the Jewish canons, and interpretations of the law, 
touching abstaining from idolatry: the imagination of the 
Jew, that such meats bought in the shambles, or set before 
Christians at a friendly entertainment, were unlawful, was 
a vain imagination, and so they had only an imaginary law 
which occasioned their offence. Nor doth the apostolical 
canon concern any otheT meats offered to idols, than those 
which were eaten in the idol-temple : * for sure the apostle, 
who was a part of that council, would not here freely allow 
what the, whole college of apostles thought necessary even 
for the gentile converts to abstain from. This scandal 
therefore of the weak Jews was plainly " scandalum ac- 
ceptum, non datum," received, but not given; for they had 
no reason at all to -believe that the law of Moses was ever 
given to, or was in force among, the gentiles, and much less 
that their, Jewish canons could be so. 

[ 15 ] Ver. 15. Ei Xv7rurai y If thy brother be grieved.] The 
Greek imports such sorrow as puts a man in danger of his 
life, and therefore, in the metaphorical sense, such sorrow 
as endangered his Christian life. So Job xxxL 39. If I have 
caused the owners thereof to lose their life : El ^ux*)v IXv-n-tiaa, 
If 1 have grieved his soul, saytheLXX. ^Sn/lH, If I have 
caused his life to expire, or break out. (See Dr. Hammond 
on the place.) 

Note also here, that the apostle plainly doth suppose 
that he, for whom Christ died, might perish. (See the note 
on lCor.viii.il.) 

[ 16 ] Ver. 16. 'Ayadbv, Your good.] Trjv ttIotiv K aAe7, He 
calletli our faith our good, say all the Greek commentators, 
and that very appositely; for the Jews blasphemed, and 
fell off from Christianity upon this account. 

[ n ] Ver. 17. Kal %apa Iv irvtvfxaTi ayiy, And joy in the 
Holy Ghost.] This cannot here signify delight to do good, 
or rejoicing in unanimity, for the phrase hath no such sense 
in Scripture, but always signifies an inward joy arising from 
the consolations of the Holy Ghost; as when the apostle 
saith, TJie Thessalonians received ihe tvord with much af- 
fection, and with joy in the Holy Ghost, 1 Thess. i. G and 
when St. Luke informs us, the churches had peace, and, 
walking in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied, 
Acts ix. 31. ' - 

[ 18 ] Ver.21. Upo<TK67rTH,7i<rKavdaX(Zerat, rj aaStvu, Stnmbleth, 
or is offended, or is made weak.] I have shewed what it is 
to be made weak, note on ver. 1. what it is to stumble, 
note on ver. 13. To offend or scandalize a weak brother, 
is also to be an occasion of his ruin, by causing him to fall 
off from the faith, or to be prejudiced against it, as will ap- 
pear from a brief view of the places where the phrase is 
used. So Matt. v. 29, 30. If thy right eye, or hand, wav- 
SaXiZu at, offend thee, u e. if it lead thee to hell and to per- 
dition, cut it off. So xi. G. Blessed is he who is not offended 
with me; i.e. who is not by the meanness of my present 
circumstances, or by the doctrine I am sent to preach, di- 
verted from believing in me. So xiii. 21* Wlien persecution 
comes, the stony ground zvOltg GKavSaXiZtTat, is presently 
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offended. So vcr. 57. xv. 11. Mark vi. 3. Luke vii. 23. The 
Jews were scandalized at Christ; i. #. they were diverted 
from owning him as their Messiah, either by reason of his 
-words, or the meanness of his original, and his appearance 
in the world. So were the multitude, and some of his dis- 
ciples, scandalized at bis discourse about eating his flesh, 
John xvi. GO, 61. So doth our Lord admonish his disci- 
ples not to be scandalized at the persecutions they should 
suffer, John xvi. 1. So he foretells that many/ who had 
once believed in him, would be scandalized, when tribu- 
lations should abound, Matt. xxiv. 10. So he tells his own 
disciples, that they would be scandalized at his sufferings, 
Matt. xxvi. 31. And so both Peter and. the rest of them 
were offended, of scandalized, their faith in him failing for 
a season, Luke xxiv, 21. So are we to understand those 
words, Woe to him that offends, or scanddlizeth, one of these 
little ones, as appears from the reason following, ver. 14. 
It is not the will of your heavenly Father, that one of these 
little ones should perish. So I have shewed the word is 
used, 1 Cor. viii. 13. And so it may be well interpreted, 
when the apostle saith, 2 Cor, xi. 29. Who is offended, 
i e. in danger to fall off from the Christian faith, and 1 
burn not with a fervent zeal for his recovery? (See Exa- 
men Millii.) . .■ . f % A 

% [ J9 j Ver. 22. MaKapiog 6 firj icpivvv lavrbv, Happy is he 
that condemneth not himself, &c] u e. He is comparatively 
a happy man, that hath this firm persuasion of the lawful- 
ness of eating any thing that is set before him, without 
asking any question about it for conscience* sake ; for he 
createth no trouble, or condemnation to himself about these 
matters, nor is he troublesome to others by his niceness, or 
scrupulosity; whereas he that puts a difference betwixt 
meats, is not only troublesome to others with whom he doth 
converse, but condemns himself, as oft as he is tempted to 
eat of that which his conscience doth not allow of, (See 
Examen Millii.) 

fj°] Ver f 23. f O Wpivo'^voe, He that doubteth.'] He that 
discerneth, and puts a difference between meats lawful and 
.unlawful; this is the import of this word elsewhere. So 
Matt. xvi. 3. You know how Siaicpivuv, to discern the face of 
the heavens; Acts x. 28. xi. 12. Go with them, /iri^lv Sm»cpt- 
vofizvoc, making no difference betwixt the gentiles and the 
Jews, the circumcised and the uncircumcised, not counting 
them unclean any longer, as St. Peter doth himself interpret 
it, ver. 28. And again, Acts xv. 9. ouStv Stkpivt, He put no 
differencebetwixt them and its, purifying their hearts by faith; 
1 Cor. iv. 7. Tig <n Sicucpivzi ; Wlio put the difference betwixt 
thee and others? xi. 29. iin diaKpivwv, Not discerning the 
Lord's body, or not discriminating it from other meats. So 
Jude 22. Of some have compassion, SiaKptvufizvoi, making a 
difference. 

[ 21 ] llav & o ovk Ik Trl<mwc 9 Whatever is not of faith.] i. e. 
With a due persuasion of the lawfulness of tho action; for 
that is the faith spoken of in the foregoing verse, when the 
apostle saith, Hast thou faith? have it to thyself; and that 
.is the faith which stands opposed to doubting in this verse; 
and to this faith alono agree the preceding words, He that 
makes a discrimination between meats lawful and unlawful, 
and yet eats of them without discrimination, is condemned 
by his own conscience, if he eats, because he eateth not of 
,faith, or with persuasion of the lawfulness of eating what 
he doth partake of. 



CHAP. XV. 

1. W E then that arc strong ( and rightly understand our 
Christian liberty and duty) ought to bear the infirmities of 
the weak (being careful to forbear the doing that which doth 
scandalize and hurt the souls of them tvho have not this know- 
ledge), and not to (do things because they) please ourselves 
(when our weak brother is thus injured by them). 

2. Let (therefore) every one (of us rather choose to) 
please his neighbour for his goodjto (the) [ x ] edification 
(of him in his Christian faith). 

3. For even Christ (whose example we are called to imi- 
tate) pleased not himself (i. e. and indulged not so to his 
own pleasure, ease, and quiet, as to neglect the glory of God, 
or the good of others); but (willingly bore with the infirmi- 
ties, and sustained the reproaches of men), [ 2 ] as it is written 
(of him, Psal. lxix. 9.) The reproaches of them that re- 
proached thee fell on me, (i. e. he was afflicted for them, his 
zeal for the glory of God, and the good of souls, caused him 
patiently to endure tlie contradiction of sinners, Heb. xii. 

2, 3. to bear the cross they laid, and despise the shame they 
cast upon him; which sure is more than to abstain from a 
little meat on the account of others. 

• 4. Nor ought we to think ourselves unconcerned in what 
was said so long before by David ofotliers,) for ( this and) 
whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for 
our learning, that we through patience (in bearing the like 
censures, reproaches, and infirmities of others) and (through 
the.) comfort of the Scriptures (promising a reward to that 
patience) might have hope (of being rewarded for it). 

5. Now the God of patience and consolation (who works 
this patience in us, and gives this consolation to us) grant 
you to be like-minded one towards another (i. e. to have a 
like concern for others as for yotirselves) according to (the 
example of) Christ Jesus. . 

6. That ye (thus bearing with the infirmities of the weak, 
and thus receiving one another into communion) may [ 3 ] with 
one mind and one mouth (in your assemblies) glorify ( and 
worship) God, even the[ 4 ] Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(or the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ). 

i 7. Wherefore receive ye one another ( Jew and gentile, 
into mutual love and fellowship, without contention about 
the things in which your judgments differ), as Christ also re- 
ceived us (both, reconciling both to God in one body on the 
cross, and to one another, Colos. i. 20. Eph. ii. 14.) to the 
glory of God (which will be much promoted by thisimion). 

8. (As he hath received us, \£yu> &,) Now I say that Jesus 
Christ was a minister of the circumcision (or the Jews) for 
(the establishment of) the truth of God, to confirm the pro- 
mises made to the fathers (oftliat nation, and so he shewed 
his love and mercy towards them). 

9. And (he teas also the Saviour of the gentiles) that the 
gentiles (also) might glorify God for his mercy (to them); 
as it is written, (Psal. xviii. 49.) For this cause I [ 5 J will 
confess to thee (i. e. praise and celebrate thee) among the 
gentiles (or, iv iSrvim, with the gentiles), and (will) sing to 
thy name. « 

10. And again he ( the same David) saith, (Psal. Ixvii. 
4.) Rejoice, ye gentiles, with his people. 

* 11. And again, (Psal. cxvii. 1.) Praise the Lord, all yc 
gentiles; and laud him, all ye people. 
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-12. And , again [«] Esaias saith, (xi. 1.10.) There shall 
be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the 
gentiles; in bim shall the gentiles trust. .• •. 

•13. Now (may) the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace (the fruits of hope) in believing (those things), 
that ye may aboundin hope, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost, (ivitnessing to your spirits'that ye are the sons of 
God, viii. 16, 17. and shedding abroad the sense of his love 
in your hearts, v. 5. and so sealing you tip to the day of re- 
demption, Eph. iv. 30.) ' * ' . , 

14. And (this, I pray; not doubting the assistance of this 
good Spirit with yOu, for) I niyself also am persuaded of 
you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled 
(by the Spirit) with all knowledge, able also to admonish 
one another. [ '....- -; 

, 15. Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly 
to you in some sort, (Gv. awb fxipove, as to the gentile part 
of yon, sec note on 2 Cor. ii. 5.) as putting you in- mind 
(of the favour of God to you gentiles, and your duty to him), 
because of the grace that is given to me of God, ( i.e. because 
of the apostolical office by him committed tome: see- note 
on Horn. i. 5.) 

10. That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the 
gentiles, [*] ministering the gospel of God (i. e. exercising 
myself in the offices of the gospel, as the priest in the legal 
services), that the offering up of the gentiles (by me) might 
be acceptable, being sanctified (not with salt, or any other 
libamen, but) by (the effusion of) the Holy Ghost (upon 
them). . 

17. (And this I have so effectually performed by his grace, 
that) I have therefore whereof I may glory through (the as- 
distance of) Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to 
(my service of) God (in this gospel. 

18. And here I shall only mention tvhat I myself, by the 
assistance of his grace, have done:) for[«] I will not dare to 
speak of any of those things which Christ hath not ( but 
only of those which he hath) wrought by me, to mako the 
gentiles obedient, by word and deed. 

\ 19. (Viz. That he hath assisted me in preaching the gos- 
pel) [ 9 ] through mighty (Gr. Iv Swafiu, with the power of) 
signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God ; so 
that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I 
have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 

20. Yea, so havo I strivcd.to preach the gospel, (as to do 
it), not where Christ was named (i. e. preached by others be- 
fore me), lest I should build upon another man's foundation: 

21. But (my preaching hath been) as it is written, (Tsa. 
Hi. 15.) To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: 
and they that have not heard shall understand. 

: 22. For which cause also (wherefore, by going from one 
region to another to preach the gospel,) I have been much 
hindered from coming to you. 

23. But now having no more place-fs^) in these parts 
(unacquainted with the gospel), and having a great desire 
these many years to come to you ; , 

24. Whensoever I take my (intended) journey into 
Spain, [ 10 ] I will (by God's assistance) come to you: for I 
trust to sec you in my journey, and to be brought on my 
way thitherward by you, if first I be somewhat filled (i. e f 
satisfied) with your company. 

25. But now I go to Jerusalem to minister to (the ne- 
cessities of) the saints (there). 

vol. v. 



.26. For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia 
to make a certain contribution for the poor saints .which; 
are at Jerusalem. j 

•. 27. It hath pleased them ( I say), and (with good reason, 
seeing) their debtors they. arc. -For if the gentiles jhave 
been made partakers of their spiritual things (receiving the, 
gospel from Judea), their duty is also (in gratitude )*io* 
minister to them in carnal things. _ . ; C v n te 

28. When therefore I have performed this (charitable 
office), and have sealed "(and secured) to them .this fruit 
(of the gentiles 9 liberality ), I will come )>y you-jnto Spain* 
i 29. And I am. sure that, when I come to .you, X shall 
come in the fulness of .the blessing of the gospel of;Christ, 
(or with a full impartment of spiritual gifts to, yon.: sec 
note on i: 11.)' ;? .< m \ t ' t • \ m r 

30. Nojy I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake, and for the love (which isjhe fruit) oi.\the 
Spirit, that you [ ll ] strive together with me in your prayers 
to God for me; . . r > r 

- 31 .« That I may be delivered from them that do not be- 
lieve in Judea; and that my service which I have for (my 
brethren in) Jerusalem may be accepted of .the saints 
(there, though it come from the churches of the gentiles), \ } 
.'•- 32. That I may come to you "with (the greater) joy by 
the will of God, and may with you be refreshed. 

33. Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XV; 

. r ... 

[*] Ver.2. nPO'S oJkoSo^v, To edification,'] Edificatiom 
in the Scriptures, sometimes signifies our increase -.in. the 
knowledge of our Christian duty ; in which sense it is seven 
times used, 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 4, 5. 12. 16. 26. 29. Eph, iv; 29. 
especially in that knowledge which tends to our advance- 
ment in piety; and therefore is called oikoSojuj) GcoD, the 
edification of God, 1 Tim. i.4. Sometimes our growth,.- or 
confirmation in the faith, Jude 20. Sometimes it refers, to 
the whole body, which is called 0*ov olicoSquri, the building 
of God, 1 Cor. jii. 9. Eph. ii. 21. iv. 12. And then the body 
is edified, (1.) By the mutual love of its members ; in which 
sense, saith the apostle, charity edifieth, 1 Cor. viii. 1. and 
this is ohoSofxrj Iv ay Snrig,, edification, in love, Eph. iv. 16. 
(2.) By the strict union of the members to, and their peacc T 
able conversation with, one another; and this is styled, 
otKoSofi?) etc tov *iva, the edifying the church into one, 1 Thess* 
v. 11. And thus we are bid to follow after the things which 
make for peace, and ra Ttjg oikoSojujjc tT]c etc aXA//Xoue, the 
edification of one of us unto another, xiv. 19. Now the 
edification, which consists in knowledge of our Christian 
duty, cannot bo here understood ; because our forbearance 
of that which scandalizes our brother, tends not to the in- 
formation of his understanding, but, as it is an act of cha- 
rity, it tends to the edification of the body in love ; as it is 
the avoiding that which may scandalize the weak, and so 
induce him to stumble at, and fall oiFfrom Christianity, it 
tends to his edification in the faith ; and as it is receiving 
the weak into fellowship and communion, notwithstanding 
his different conceptions from us, it tends to the edifying 
the body in union and peace. 

[*] Vcr. 3. KaOwc yiypairrai, As it is written.] That this 
Psalm was undoubtedly spoken of the Messiah, we learn 
from ver. 22. applied to Christ, John xix. 28, 29. and from 

4X 
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the former part of the verse cited here, viz. the zeal of thine 
house hath consumed me, applied to Christ, John ii. 17. 
And the Jews themselves say, that the things contained in 
this Psalm shall be accomplished in the days of David, or 
in the daijs of the Messiah;* and that which is said in the 
close of the Psalm, that God will save Zion, &c. that men 
may dwell tlierein, and have it in possession, shall be ac- 
complished iTOD TVD S 2 in the days of the Messiah, the rab- 
bins own.f 

[ 3 ] Ver. 6. 'OfLoOvfiaSbv iv hi arSfian, With one mind and 
mouth.] i. e. Not only praising God with the same words 
in your doxologies, but also joining in those praises with 
a mind full of Christian love, and sense of the Divine 
goodness. 

[ 4 ] Tov Bebv koI naripa, &c. The God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.] So 2 Cor. i. 3. xi. 31. Eph. i. 3. Colos. 
i. 3. 1 Pet. i. 3. Apoc. i. 6. 12. On which words the 
descant of the fathers J is to this effect, That the first 
person of the sacred Trinity is the God of Jesus Christ, in 
respect of his manhood, his Father in respect of his divinity, 
or as he is the Word. Or the words may bo rendered thus : 
God who is, or the God that is, or God, to wit, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, for the Hebrew % and so the 
Greek koL, signifies sometimes id est; (Noldius partic. Hebr. 
p. 180, 181.) sometimes nempe, to wit, (p. 207.) and some- 
times qui est, who is, (p. 315.). 

[*] Ver. 9. 'E^ofioXoynaofiai, I will confess unto thee.] 
The very next, words, Great deliverances giveth he unto 
his king, and shetoeth mercy to David irWD?, his Messiah, 
or Anointed, are by the Jews § interpreted of the Messiah, 
that is, Christ, and so the preceding words are doubtless 
fitly applied to him. 

[ 6 ] Ver. 12. 'tWae \ly*h Esaias saith.] The Chaldce 
paraphrast interprets the first verse of the Messiah; and 
R. Chanini proves from the tenth verse, that King Messiah 
is not to come, but to give precepts to the nations of the 
world. || 

' (7] Ver. 16. 'Upovpyovvra to tvayyiXiov, Ministering the 
gospel.] Here is a plain allusion to the Jewish sacrifices, 
offered by the priest, and sanctified, or made acceptable 
and savoury by the libamen offered with it; for he com- 
pares himself in the preaching of the gospel to the priest, 
sacris operanti, conversant about his sacrifice, to prepare 
and fit it to be offered. The gentiles, dedicated by him to 
the service of God, are his sacrifice, or oblation; the Holy 
Spirit is the libamen poured on this sacrifice, by which 
they are sanctified, and rendered evnpuaStKra, acceptable to 
God. (See Numb. xv. 3. 10.) 

[ 8 ] Ver. 18. Oi yap roXj* W \a\uv n, For I will not dare 
to speak any thing of what Christ hath not wrought by me.] 
The critics here tell us, that they take off the force of the 
apostle's words, who render them I dare not, because that 
intimates the apostle had a mind to do so, but fear with- 
held him; they therefore would have the words rendered 
here, and Jude 9. ovk iroXfi^at, Michael, contending with 
the devil, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, 
"non sustinco," I suffer not myself, and he suffered not 

9 Voiiin, de Leg. Dir. p. 504. 
. t Pug. fid. par.iii. dist.2. cap. 16. ieol. to. 

t ©l*c f*ir y*f Toy Xg*(rrou k*t« t« a>&fw«rivw, flrarnp Ji x*Ta rir Si^njT*. Theoph. 
•' Deas humioii, Titer Terbi." 

$ Pog. fid. par. iL cip. 5. sect. 6. (I Voisiri, do Leg. Dir. p. 595. 



himself; but our translation may be justified, by a like 
expression of the same apostle in the same case, oi koL 
roXfitJixBv lytcpivai fj avyKplvm iavrov$ nm, we dare not make 
ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some who 
commend themselves, 2 Cor. x. 12. And this, doubtless, he 
saith, not to intimate that he and Timothy had a mind to 
do that themselves, which there he represents as folly in 
others; but only to intimate, that he did not think it fit 
and prudent so to do, and therefore durst not do it, and 
this sense the word well bears, 1 Cor. vi. 15. Jude 9. 

[ 9 ] Ver. 19. 'Ev Svvafiii <njfi£fwv, Iv Swdfiu irveifxaro^,] i. e. 
Confirming the gospel by outward miracles, and by the 
inward distributions of the Holy Ghost. Sec the difference 
between them, note on Heb. ii. 4. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 24. 'EXcuo-o^ai 7rpoc ifiag, I will come to you, 
&c] Here is an evidence that St. Paul, in purposes of this 
nature, was not assisted by the Holy Ghost, they being pur- 
poses, which by the providenceof God he was hindered from 
fulfilling. It is also evident from i. 10, 11. and from this, and 
from the twenty-eighth verse, that St. Paul writ this Epistle 
while he was at liberty, and before Christ had told him 
he must testify of him at Rome, Acts xxiii. 11. and before 
he was constrained to appeal to Caesar, Acts xxv. 11. for 
in this Epistle he speaks still of his journey to Rome, and 
from thence to Spain, as of a voluntary undertaking; hoping 
then that the unbelieving Jews would not have given him 
that disturbance, when he went up to Jerusalem with his 
alms gathered for his nation, which- afterward ho found 
they did/vcr. 27. (Sec Examen Millii.) 

[ n ] Ver. 30. 'Ev ralg irpo<nvx<ti$> Li your prayers for me.'] 
If Paul (saith Esthius) might desire the prayers of the 
Romans, why might not the Romans desire the prayers of 
Paul? I answer, they- might desire his prayers, as he did 
theirs, by an epistle directed to him to pray for; them : 
he adds, If they might desire his prayers tvhilst living, zvhy 
not when dead and reigning with Christ ? I answer, because 
then they could direct no epistle to him, or any other way 
acquaint him with their mind. Hence Elijah, being to be 
taken up into heaven, speaks to Elisha thus, -45* what I 
shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee, 2 Kings 
ii. 9. Note also, that we say not that such desires of the 
saints departed are injurious to the intercession of Christ, 
but that they are idolatrous, implying that creatures are 
omniscient, omnipresent, and have the knowledge of the 
heart. 

CHAP. XVI. 

1. I COMMEND to you-fr care) ['] Phcbc oar sister 
(in the faith), which is a servant of (or, one that ministers 
to) the church which is at Cenchrca (or the assembly of 
Christians at the haven of Corinth); 

2. That you receive her in the Lord (i. e. for the Lord's 
sake, or as one that belongs to him, Matt. x. 42.) as be- 
cometh saints (i. e. Christians), and that yc .assist her in 
whatsoever business she hath need of you : for she hath 
been a succourer of many, and [ 2 ] of myself also. 

3. Greet [ 3 ] Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in (the work 
of) Christ Jesus ; 

4. Who have for my lifo laid down their necks (i. e. 
exposed themselves to the hazard of their own lives): to 
whom not only I give thanks (for my own preservation), 
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but also all the churches of the gentiles (for preservation 
of their apostle), 

5. Likewise greet the [ 4 ] church which is in their house 
(i. e. their Christian family). Salute xny well-beloved 
Epenetus, who is the [ 5 ] first-fruits of Achaia unto Christ. 

6. Salute Mary, who bestowed much labour on us. 

7. Salute Andronicus and Junia [ 6 ] my kinsmen, and my 
fellow-prisoners, who are of [ 7 ] note among the apostles, 
who also were in Christ'^ that is, converted to the Christian 
faith) before me, 

8. Greet Amplias my beloved in the Lord. 

9. Salute Urbane, our helper hi (the gospel of) Christ, 
and Stachys my beloved. 

10. Salute Apelles [ 8 ] approved in Christ (by the since- 
rity of his faith, and Hue integrity of his life). Salute them 
that are (in Christ) of Aristobulus* honsehold. 

11. Salute Herodion my kinsman. Greet them that be 
of the household of Narcissus, [ 9 ] which are in the Lord. 

12. Salute Tryphena, and Tryphosa, who labour in the 
Lord ( 's service). Salute the beloved Persis, which laboured 
much in the Lord. 

13. Salute Ttufus [ 10 ] chosen of the Lord, and his mother 
and mine ( she being one who shewed the affection of a mother 
to me also). 

14. Salute Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hennas, Patrobas, Her- 
mes, and the brethren which are with them. 

15. Salute Philologus, and Julia, Ncreus, and his sister, 
and Olympas, and [ u ] all the saints that are with them. 

16. Salute one another with a [ 15 ] holy kiss. The churches 
of Christ salute you. 

17. Now I beseech you, brethren, [ 13 ]mark them which 
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which 
you have learned (of the apostles); and avoid them (or 
turn from them). 

18. For [ 14 ] they Jbat are such serve not our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts [ 15 ] of the simple (i. e. of in- 
nocent well-meaning persons. 

19. TJiis exhortation I direct to yon to preserve you in 
the way, in which hitherto you have walked to the credit of 
the gospel;) for (the fame of) your obedience (to it) is 
come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your 
behalf (that ye are not yet infected with these Judaizers): 
but yet I would have you wise to (discern and holdfast) 
that which is good, and simple concerning evil (1 Cor. xiv. 
20. i. e. as men who have no knowledge of it, and no skill to 
practise it). 

20. And (to encourage you to continue such, know that) 
the God of peace (who is an enemy to tltese divisions, men- 
tioned vcr. 17.) shall bruise [ 16 ] Satan under your feet shortly. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 

21. Timothcus my work-fcllowin the gospel, and Lucius, 
and Jason, and Sosipater, my kinsmen, salute you. 

22. I Tcrtius, who wrote this Epistle, salute you in (the 
name of) the Lord. 

23. Gaius mine host, and ( the host) of the church, sa- 
lutcth you. Erastus the chamberlain of the city salutcth 
you, and Quartu^ a brother. 

24. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen. 

25. Now unto him that is [ 17 ] of power to establish you 
p 8 ] according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus 



Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which 
was kept secret [«] since the world began (or from for- 
mer ages), ~ 

t 26. But now is made manifest, and by the [*°] Scrip r 
tures of the prophets, according to the commandment of 
the everla$ting God, made known to all natipns for the 
obedience of faith; 

27. (That is) to God [»] only (essentially and from 
himself) wise, be glory through Jesus Christ (the mediator 
of the new covenant, the author and finisher of our faith) 
forever. Am en. 

ANNOTATIONS ON CHAP. XVI. 

• [ J ] Vcr. 1. $OI'BHN rr^v adek^v ^u£v, Phebe our sister.] 
This Phebe was a deaconess, chosen to that office accord- 
ing to the apostolical prescription, 1 Tim. v. 10. So Ori- 
gen and Chrysostom. 

[ 2 ] Ver. 2. Kal avrov Ifiov, And of myself also.} Hence 
some infer that she was not a deaconess, but one that mi- 
nistered to the apostles in the preaching, of her substance; 
but St. Paul had none such to minister to him, 1 Cor.. r$t. 
5. 15. and this is made one condition of a deaconess, 
1 Tim. V. 10. irgoaraaiav rfiv <pi\o%tvtav kcu taiStfiovtav Kaktt, 
he saith, she has been a succourer of many, by reason of her 
care of and hospitality towards them. Theodoret. 

[ 3 ] Ver. 3. ''kaTraaaoSt IIpfcrKiAAav, Greet Priscilla.] Pris- 
cilla seems to be named first here, and 2 Tim. iv. 19. a? 
being first converted, say interpreters; but she is namecj 
last, Acts xviii. 2. 26. 1 Cor. xvi. 19. and therefore the 
gloss saith, She is here placed first, there being in Christ 
Jesus neither male nor female. 

[ 4 ] Ver. 5. Kcu ttjv tear olkov avrwv tKickqaiav, And the 
church in their house.] They were so zealous in the faith, 
say Chrysostom, Theodoret, and Theophylact, &<tte tov 
oIkov avTutv iravrag mcrrovg votriacu, royrovg pal acicArjo-fav u>vo- 
fxacnv, that they converted their whole families to the .Christ- 
ian profession of it, for such families he calls the church. 
See this proved note on 1 Cor. xvi. 19. 

[ 5 ] "Airapxn TSc'A.xaiac, Thefirst-fniits of Achaia.] So Chry- 
sostom, Theodoret, CEcumenius, Theophylact, the Syriac 
and Arabic versions; but the Alexandrian copy, the Ethio- 
pic, the Vulgar, and almost all the Latin commentators 
read, rng'Amag, the first-fruits of Asia Minor. So doth Ori- 
gen on this place, and Horn. 11. on Numbers, F. 109. D. 
and G. and St. Jerome, on Ezek. xliii. F. 241. 1. And this 
reading is to be perfcrrcd before the other, because the 
same apostle saith expressly, that Stephanas was the first- 
fruits of Achaia, 1 Cor. xvi. 15. that is, he was first con- 
verted to the faith there, and Epenetus in Asia Minor, for 
so the phrase, the first-fruits, is used by St. Clemens* t 

[ 6 ] Ver. 7. Tovc avyytvtig [wv, Sly kinsmen.] So St. 
Paul styles all the Jews, Rom. ix. 3. koX avyai^QiaXwrovg, 
and fellow-prisoners. Before St. Paul went to Rome, he 
was iv <pv\aKcug TrtpiGGoripwg, in prisons often, 2 Cor. xi. 23. 
'EirraKig Sfofxa tpoptoag, bearing his chain seven times, saith 
ClcmenSjt and so might well have many fellow-prisoners, 

f 7 ] 'Eirimifxoi iv rotg dirocnoXotg, Of note among the 



* Kzt0«TT*y«* Tele aW«f>X*f * iT5r ,Ic l9««*fr™W **' itAK&iovt; fxtWinrw wwnwiw. 
Epist. 1. ad Corinth, seel. 42. 
t Epist. ad Cor. sect. 5. 
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xtpostles.] That is, say some, men highly esteemed by them; 
■men eminent, say Chrysostom and Theodoret, not only 
among the teachers, but the apostles of the churches. For 
they who are coworkers with the apostles in planting of 
the churches, are styled,* anoarokoi kk*Arj<nwv, apostles of 
the churches, 2 Cor. viii. 23. Phil. ii. 25. In which sense 
Barnabas in Scripture is called the apostle, Acts xiv. 14. 
and Philip the deacon by the ancients ; see Coteler.-Not. 
in Constit. Apost. p. 2G2. 

[ 8 ] Ver. 10. Aok-t/iov, Approved;] By suffering patiently 
great tribulations, saith .Origen; for tribulation dvorketh 
patience, and patience Sow/i^v, experience of our sincere af- 
fection to him, for whose sake we suffer them, Rom. v. 4. But 
because all the Greek scholiasts say, it signifies TobecnrXov- 
W/pouci- toi»c tviftug, \ovg fipadttg- rrjv v6r\<nv,men, Simple, 
foolish, and slow of understanding, and because the word 
•often bears this sense in the book of Proverbs, as when 
the wise man says vlkqkoq, the simple believeth every toord, 
xiv. 15. when he calls upon the simple to hear wisdom, 
■viii. 5. and promises to give subtilty to the simple, i. 4. and 
\vhen he adds, xxi. 11. when a scorner is punished, the simple 
is made wise, — this exposition, being more pertinent to 
•the M ; ords} may be preferred before the other. 
'** [ 9 ] Ver. 11. Toi/ctSvrac lv Kvpty, Which are in the Lord.] 
Prom these two verses is confirmed our observation, That, 
when the whole family was converted, the apostle writes to 
"the church insuch a house; when not, the salvation is di- 
rected to as many as 'were in the Lord in that family, ac- 
cording to the descant of Origen* on the place. 

[ 10 ] Ver. 13. Tov IkXiktov lv Kvpiy, Chosen in the Lord.] 
One of great excellency in Christianity, as we say, a choice 
man : so the word ikXzktoq often signifies, Psal. Ixxviii. 31. 
They smote down tovq iKXtKrobg; the chosen men that were of 
Israel: so ek-At*™ fxvr)}iua are choice sepulchres, Gen.'xxiii.G. 
itc\ticra twv dtopwv, choice gifts, Deut. xii. 11. and avSptg 
iKktKToi, choice men, Judg. xx. 11. (See Acts xv. 25, 2G.) 
"• ["] Ver. 15. UavTac rove ayiovg, All the saints.] Note here, 
that saints and Christian brethren are all one. 

[ 1S ] Ver. 16. 'Ev <j>i\{jfian ayioj, With a holy;Mss.] Of the 
kiss of charity, let it be observed,' 

- (1.) That it w f as used at the end of the prayer before the 
celebration of the sacrament. So Justin Martyrt saith ex- 
pressly, aW^Xovg <pt\{jjiaTi aoTra^ojueSa Travaafitvot twv iv\u>v, 
prayers being ended, we salute one another with a holy kiss, 
-and then tlte bread and cup are brought to the president. 
: {2.) 'That this seems to have been done by. the men apart, 
"and the women apart, as their J separate places in the 
"church, or synagogue, seemed to require. So the Apo- 
stolical-Institutions say,§ these things being done, let the 
men apart, and the women apart, salute one another with 
a kiss in the Lord. Though Origen || seems to make this 
•practice proper to the men only. .... 

[ 13 ] Ver. 17. 2ko7T£Tv rovg rac $tx<)<rra<xiae, k * a ' r< * ^KCcvSoXa 



* •■ Videnlor qnirtem plorcs fnisse ex dutno, sco familia Narcissi, sed noo omnes 
in Domjno fnisse, elideosddil eos sslutandos qni sunt in Domino.'* 
, t Apol. ii.p. 97. 

J Al yvtcuKtt Mftxpia-fxiyvc. Const. Apol. lib. ii. cap. 57. p. 203. Joseph, de Bell. 
Jud.lib. vi. cap. 14. p. 916. F. Pliilo do vim contempt, p. 69). F. 

§ *AtfTra£i<r$»ff-av aXXqXa/? ol aytgl?, xal aXX^Xac al }#ra?juci t$ h xvfo ^iXnixa. Lib. 
ii. cap. 57. ft lib. viii. cap. 11. 'A*7ra£iV(Wa? *! Xauol a>$?t; touc \a?Kii<, al yutcuxi; 
t&c ywaixaf. Vide Coleler. Kol. in lib. ii. cap. 57. 

|| •' V,x hoc if rmnne mos ecclesiis tradilus v st, ot posl oraliones osculo se invicera 
suscipisDt frttres." In locum. 



7roiovvrac, Mark them that, cause divisions and scandals.] By 
scandals the Greek scholiasts understand heresies, whereas, 
through the whole New Testament this word seems rather 
to import such actions ns give occasion to others to stumble 
at, and fall off from the Christian faith. (Seenotq on Matt, 
xviii. G. Rom. xiv. 13.) Esthius here notes, (I.) That un- 
written traditions may be hence proved, because the apostle 
saith, Mark them that cause offences contrary, not to the 
Scriptures, but to the doctrine they had received. But to 
make this argument of any force, he must prove, that the 
doctrine they Lad received was'not contained in the Scrip- 
tures either then, or aftcr^writien. (2.) The apostle plainly 
speaks here of doctrines, received from the mouths of the 
apostles by those very men to whom he writ; and when 
he hath once.provcd the unwritten traditions of the church 
of Rome to.be such, we shall be ready to receive them. 
(3.) He adds, That this place makes for a diligent inquisi- 
tion after heretics, as if St. Paul was setting up an inquisi- 
tion here : whereas the word aKonuv doth only signify, to 
mark, or to look to them, as Luke xi. 35. 2 Cor. iv. 18. Gal. 
vi. 1. Phil. ii. 4. Nor doth he exhort the Romans to ob- 
serve them; in order to the apprehending or punishing, but, 
as he himself notes, in order to the declining of them. (4.) 
He observes truly, that the apostle here insinuates, that 
even the vulgar. people may from some general principles 
discern the true doctrine, and that which was delivered by 
jfte apostles, from that which was false, and was not so 
delivered; but this was only then to be done, by com- 
paring that which was thus delivered from the mouth of the 
apostles, who preached it by the assistance of the Holy 
Ghost,, and confirmed their doctrine by miracles, with that 
which .was delivered besides, or in opposition to it, and was 
not so confirmed ; and this can only now be done by them, 
by comparing all pretenders to the apostles' doctrine, .with 
thosdScriptures which they indited by the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, aud confirmed by miracles. 
.< ["j Ver. 13. 01 yap toiovtoi,~ They that are such.] That 
is, the gnostics, saith Dr. Hammond, to whom indeed 
these characters do well agree. But Theodorct saith thus, 

TOVQ KUKOVQiTOV VO/iOV <TVVtiy6pOVQ StU TOVTWV CUvtTTtTCU, by 

these words he strikes at the evil defenders of the law, or 
those who preached up circumcision aud the observance of 
■the jaw; as necessary, to the salvation of the gentiles; rovg 
l£ y lovdatu>v alvtTTtrat, he means the Jews, say Chrysostom, 
XEcumenius, and Theophylact, for he still taxes them'with 
the love of their bellies. And certain it is, that these men 
caused divisions and separations from others, as unclean, 
and not fit to* be conversed with, (Acts xi. 3. Gal. ii.12, 13.) 
and- scandal, subverting the souls of the gentiles, (Acts xv. 
24.) evacuating the gospel of Christ, (Gal. ii. 21.). and 
causing men to fall from grace; (Gal. v. 2. 4.) that they did 
^this, cv \6yt# KoXaKttac, by flattering words, (IThcss. ii..5.) 
and that in this they served Jiot Christ, but their own bellies, 
(Phil.iii.19.) doing these things for filthy lucre's sake; (Tit. 
i.10,11.) whence it appears there is no necessity of re- 
ferring these words to the gnostics, or descrting.tlie opinion 
; of the ancients, as touching the persons here intended. (Sec 
also Exanien Millii.) 

.' [ 15 ] 'Ak-aicwi*, Of the simple.] "Akcikos, in the Septtiaginf, 
answers to the Hebrew DD, the upright, Job viii. 20. Psal. 
xxv. 21. Prov. xiii. G. and uKania to t^DD, hdegrity, Job 
xxvii. 5. xxxi. G. Psal. vii. 9. xxvi. 1. II. xxxvi. 39. xJ.13. 
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xxxiii. 13. ci 3. 'and .So here it seems to signify men of up- 
right and honest hearts. , u . j , 
I. - [ l6 ] Ver. 20.- Tbv^aravav, Satan.] By Satan we may un- 
derstand those persecuting Jews and Judaizers, who are 
styled the messengers and ministers of Satan* 2 Corl xi. 15'. 
xii. 7. their persecutions being ascribed to, Satan, who ani- 
mates arid provokes them to them,lThess.iii. 5. Rev.ii. 
9, 10. And then God's bruising him under their feet, must 
signify, his taking away their power thus to deceive and 
persecute, by the destruction of Jerusalem, and these im- 
postors with it. ■! .»..,..;;■"// i *..*.* 
. [ 17 ] Ver.25. T^Se Swajuevy, To him that hath power ,] And 
will to execute that power. (See note on xiv, 4.) , ; .- : 

[ 18 ] Kara to evayyiXtov pov, According to my gospel, and 
the preaching of Jesus Christ.]' Both these expressions, say 
the fathers, are of the same import, the gospel, which the 
apostle preached, being the same with that w T hich Christ 
preached whilst he was on earth ; and they, after his as- 
cension, preaching in his name, by his authority, and by 
the assistance of his Spirit, and so delivering his laws and 
■doctrine, not their own. <. . K r 

[ 19 ] X/)ovo(c t atwvtotc oe<Tiyi)fxivov y Kept secret since the 
world began.] The Greek may signify, from the beginning 
of ages, the promise of the Messiah being obscurely made, 
jot hinted to Adam from the beginning; though the fathers 
rouly render these words i avu>%tv, before, as Theodoret, or 
'7ra\ai,ofold,ZLS Chrysostom, CEcumenius, and Theophylact. 
(See the notes on 2 Tim. ii. 2.) • 

[ w ] Ver. 2G. Aid 'ygafy&v TrpofaTiKvv, By the Scriptures 
-of'the pi*ophets.] They of old foretoldof the Messiah^ and 
of the calling of the gentiles ; but yet, as to many circum- 
stances, this was still a mystery, till these prophetic sayings 
-were more clearly revealed by the Spirit given to the apo- 
stles and prophets, and by the actual accomplishment of 
what they foretold. (See note on Eph. iii. G.) 

[2i]. Ver. 27. Movy <?o<}>$ Otto, To the only wise God.] 
This, as the fathers note, cannot exclude the Divine nature 
of Jesus Clirist, who is the wisdom of the Father, from this 
title, any more than those words, who only hath immor- 
tality, 1 Tim. yi. 1G. exclude Christ from being immortal. 
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CALLING OF THE JEWS TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

rJL O strengthen the argument which I have offered from 
this chapter for the conversion of the Jewish nation to the 
.Christian faith ; let it be noted, 

First, That this hath been the constant doctrine of the 
church of Christ, owned by the Greek and Latin fathers, 
and by all commentators I have met with oh this place. 
Among the Greek fathers by St. Chrysostom,* whose words 

* Ka-ri t» Jtaifsyr^f *rapow(a;T))S Sfur^ac xat tns trwTSXrfef, in ver. 11. 



are these: "When the fulness of the gentiles is come, then 
all Israel shall be saved, at the time of Christ's second 
coming; and the consummation of all things."— "After the 
gentiles have received the salutary faith, they also shall 
receive the faith (saith 'Theodoret*) when the great Elias 
shall come, and preach itto them.". Gennadiusf descants 
upon* the words of the apostle thus : "They being blinded 
aud excluded from salvation, God translated this salvation 
to you." And again, "All you being called, and come iii, 
grace shall again receive them all; for, this the prophet 
Isaiah testifies."—" Before (saithPhotiusJ) the heathen be- 
ing,disobedient,the Jews were saved." Again, "The Jews 
becoming disobedient, the gentiles are saved ; and the gen- 
tiles being saved, the Jews emulating them,- shall also be 
saved:"— "Because (saith Theophylact §) the Jews, being 
then blinded, have not obtained this salvation, that which 
the apostle speaks of shall happen to them afterward." — 
"They of the people of Israel who believed not, and for 
their unbelief were deserted, that God's mercy might.be 
shewed to you, shall not be always left in unbelief (saith 
Origen|j), but when the dispensation of the fulness of the 
gentiles is eompleted,jthey also shall find mercy." And 
therefore, when Celsus had, as it were, prophesied that the 
Jews should presently perish, " this (saith Origeii) he said, 
not knowing how present God was formerly with them, 
and how that, by their sin, salvation came to the gentiles, 
and their fall brought riches to the world,^ till. the fulness 
of the gentiles be come in, that after this all Israel,, which 
Celsus understands not, may be saved." In his fifth ho- 
mily upon Jeremiah, he exhorts the Christian to live so as 
that he may not receive a bill of divorce,** " but may enter 
into the holy inheritance. And Israel may then also enter; 
for, if the fulness of the gentiles be come in, then all Israel 
shall be saved, and there shall be one fold and one shep- 
herd." In his commentary on St. Matthew he saith, (ibid. 
p. 410. C.) ".Those that whipped Christ were whipped, and 
shall be whipped till the fulness of the gentiles is come in:" 
and (p. 397. D.) "that they were worthy to be deserted, 
either till the fulness of the gentiles was come in, or till they 
had fulfilled, the punishment of their sins." Nor is* this 
denied by him in the passage cited from his book against 
Celsus; for he saith not there, "they shall never be con- 
verted to the Christian faith," but that they should never be 
restored to* their own worship or country, that "they had 
been long since east out from rtjg aquvf/c ayiardag teal Xa- 
Tptfag, their venerable service and ceremonies, or purga- 
tions ;f\ and wc confidently affirm, on ovS* airoKaratrraOn- 

* Ta?v yip ivvSv Sfi^ajtAivajv to x^vy/wa, flrurrfwotwi xaKtTvoi, *HXta tou vravv wapaytyt- 
fjtivw xai t?{ w«rTf«c auWf T«y $i&t<rxa,xfay irf«*r^lfovTOf , in ver. 25. 

t n«f«0£VTttV, K&l rh tr»T»£WiftWa>0ou/c*iv«vi)«W, l<£ ifxa't /wJTWViyxi' ravrny o ©hoc, 
tlrmmSiVTvy fxiv roi vrarrw vfAxv xajaivou? au&c h X*f ( f *w* 1 ' Ttt f wipiX^JTai, (j.a»rv£t7 
ya{ auro touto xai to tou *Ha-aUv Xoyioy ypa^ixov. Apud.OEcam. ia ver. 25. 

X IvBivrvv T£y «&vtx£5y firaga^XouvTEj 'louJato* <ra5£ovr«i xdl aire). Apud (Ecam. 
ver. 31. 

$ *Ewc( #wr« TauTDf itu^ov, irvfffyuvTai yag, utTTiffiv fAiWu yiWflai toEto, iu ver. 26. 

|| " Nan usquequaque rclinqaentar in incredalitate sua, sed cum plemtudinis 
gentium fuerit implela dispensatio, eliam ipsi misericordiam cansequenlur." 

H " A Xf lf °^ ™ ff^p"^* Taly 2&v£v ilWx&Ji, JV* fxtrk tout* ffSf, ov oy vou K^Xtrof, 
*lffgah\ ff-M. Id CeUum, lib. vi. p. 331. 

** 'AXXi XwnSZfAtv fyxiiV iVl t«v xX»fcyo/wwv ayiav (iwrsX$i?v) fx.net rev ttrX^vfxarot 
tSJv «&v£v ffvStvTQt, Juv«&? xa* to*ti o 'l<r$ai)\ ii*riX&«Ty, lav yif to wX^w/wa tSJv IQvZv 
«i*rixSrJ, t£t« ?rSf 'lo-gaiiX trajflneriTai, Kal yevw^ovTai (xi& VTotfxvn, xai tl; ttoi^v. Apad 
lluet. tarn. i. p. 74. C. 

tt El xat t^ti IJo^av XI cXfJULfrtas XATaXuVl^ai, eiSlv ?ttov i9rEs-X07r«fl»«ray, x«i Ifl-awX- 
flo'iTff Tii ftia awfiXi<f>ariy, &c. Orig'. coat, Cels. lib. iv. p. 174. 
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<rovrai f that they shall never be restored again to Jerusalem, 
or the land of promise, which before (saith lie) they were ; 
for then, being captivated, they returned to their own land, 
and enjoyed their laws as before, which now they shall 
neveT.be restored t6." All the Latin fathers who have left 
us any commentaries, or notes on this Epistle, are plainly 
of the same mind, as you may see by consulting Hilary 
the deacon, Primasius, Seduliris, and Haymo, upon the 
twenty-fifth verse of this chapteh This also many of the 
fathers do cotjplude, 

First, From those words of the prophet Hosea, Tlie chil- 
dren of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and 
tvithout a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an 
altar, and tvithout an ephod, and tvithout teraphim. After- 
ward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king, and shall fear the Lord, 
and his goodness, in the latter days, iii. 4, 5. Which words 
St. Augustine* having produced, to prove that the carnal 
Israelites, ivho now will not believe, shall hereafter do so, he 
saith, H nothing is more manifest than that, by David their 
king, the prophet here meaneth Jesus Christ, in whom they 
now believe not." — " This (saith St. Jerome +) is the blind- 
ness that happened to Israel in part, that the fulness of the 
gentiles might come in, and all Israel be saved, and after a 
long time might return and seek the Lord. Some (saith he) 
do interpret this of the captivity of Babylon; but others 
(saith he), with us, refer it to a time yet future." St. Cyril 
saith, " Here is a manifest declaration of what shall here- 
after happen to the adulterous synagogue, and that she 
should be received again ; that Israel % should not always 
be rejected, but, being recalled, and converted to the faith, 
should own Christ according to the flesh to be the king of 
all, and that this glorious grace should be afforded to her 
at the end of the world." 

Secondly, That in which they universally agree, except- 
ing only St. Jerome, is, That Elias is to come, before the 
end of the world, to convert the Jews to Christ: and this 
they gather from those words of Malachi, Behold, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet, before the great and terrible 
day of the Lord; and he shall turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, iv. 5, 6. and those of Christ, Elias truly 
shall come first, and shall restore all things, Matt. xvii. 11. 
" We know (saith Justin MaTtyr, Dial, cum Tryph. p. 268, 
269. 306.) that Elias shall come before the Lord's second 
advent, and that then the Jews shall know him whom they 
have dishonoured." Origen says,§ that "by those words 
of Malachi it seemeth to appear, that Elias shall come 
before Christ, and by his sacred words, and the dispositions 
they shall work in their souls, shall prepare them for the 
coming of Christ." Theodoret paraphraseth the words of 

* '* Istas lUlem caraalos Israelites, qui none nulunt credere in Christum, pnslea 
eredituras, id est, alias earam." De Civ. Dei, lib. xviii. cap. 28. et lib. de 8, 
qnsest. Dnlcitij, lam. ir. p. 674. 

t " Ilsea est c&ccitas quae ex parle accidit Israeli, at subintraret pleaitado gen- 
tium, et tanc omnis Israel salvas fierel, el raultu post tempore rererleular, et qaas- 

rent Daminara snnm alii, nt nas, ia fularara differunt lempus/* Comment, ia 

locum. 

X n\b oix i* toutcic Jiawaro; wSi air&ri^tTOf oXorj&wwff o VjaSX Irrat, xexXStnrai 

ykf *ark xaifAff , *ai imcrrpf4.11 hk vtrrtats, xal iariyirvriTai tw xari trajxa X(W- 

i or - Juttfc; (?i) auTOi? T?ff ovrv XafMvrfis Kat a\uxyk<rtw xM tro ** • T «*«tn*aioff, xat h 
Iff-^iToic, jud IV Xf wr». In locum. 

$*Eoixf yt 5*a tout«» $ri\QZo-§(ti Srt flrpeiuTpiirw-ii i *HX(aj rn frJofoa Xpwreu tmhfxU 
hk r»v£» ii(£r Xfy*v, xai xara<rT<w-ittV l»ra"f +uxa~ff T ^ *'f r ^ r9 *wrnfoUvs ytvophavs. 
In Matt torn. xiii. e( Heut. p. 307. D. 



Malachi thus: "Lost at my second coming, finding you all in 
unbelief, I should subject you to eternal punishment, Elias 
shall come first, and teach you of my advent, and shall 
prevail upon you, O Jews, without doubting, to join your- 
selves to the churches of the gentiles, and to be made 
one."* Yea, even St. Jerome, upon these words of St, 
Matthew, Elias indeed shall come, and restore all things, 
descants thus:f "He, who is to come in the body at our 
Lord's second advent, came now by John in virtue and the 
Spirit." And in his comment on the third of Habakkuk, 
ver. 17. having cited those words of Christ, spoken of the 
barren fig-tree, Let no fruit grow on thee for ever, Matt, 
xxi. 19. he bids us % " diligently consider, that he saith not 
for ever and ever, but only in seculum, for that ago; and 
when that age is past, and the fulness of the gentiles is 
come in, then shall the fig-tree bring forth her fruits, and all 
Israel shall be saved." So generally did this doctrine ob- 
tain among the ancients. 

Moreover, as this doctrine hath the suffrage of all the 
ancient fathers, and commentators do thus generally agree 
in exposition of this chapter, so is it easy to confirm it, by 
shewing the absurdity of other expositions, and the plain 
inconsistence of them, both with truth and with the words 
of the apostle. For, 

First, The words of the apostle cannot be expounded, 
as Dr. Lightfoot§ and others do interpret them, of the 
spiritual Israel, i. e. of all those persons, whether Jew or 
gentile, which belong to God's electiou. For, 1. the text 
speaks of that which was a mystery to the believing gentiles, 
t. e. a secret not obvious to their understanding. Now that 
God's elect, whether Jew or gentile, should be saved, could 
be no mystery, but the first article of Christian faith; and 
so of this the apostle could not say, I would not have you 
ignorant, lest you should be wise in your own conceit; espe- 
cially since the apostle had before said of the believing 
Jews, there is now an election of grace, ver. 5. and, ver. 7. 
the election hath obtained. 

Secondly, The Jews and Israelites here mentioned, are 
manifestly distinguished from the elect of Israel by this 
character, that they were the blinded Israel, ver. 7. who lay 
under a spiritual slumber, ver. 8. whose eyes were blinded 
that they saw not, ver. 10. w T ho had stumbled at the stum- 
bling-stone, ver. 11. they are that Israel, whose casting away 
was the riches of the world, whose diminution teas their ful- 
ness, ver. 12. they are Israel according to the flesh, ver. 14. 
the branches broken off for unbelief, ver. J 7. 19, 20. they ivho 
believed not, ver. 23. 30 — 32. and who were enemies to the 
gospel for the gentiles* sake, ver. 29. this is the Israel of 
whom the apostle here asserts, they shall be saved, of this 
blinded, this unbelieving, this Israel cut off, these branches 
broken from their own olive-tree, these enemies to the con- 
verted gentiles; as there hath been, saith the apostle, o 
diminution, so shall there be a fulness; as there hath been 
a casting them off, so shall there be a reception of them; as 

* KaJ mini fy*5f, a? 'lou}a7« r roTf if iSiwriiff i/cxf mmTTtvx&riv amfiMtrrw Im^OSum, 
xa» fxtav &rro<$vat Tnvifjtfo ixxXwriat. In laenm. 

t *• Ipse qui veatunis est ia secunduSalvaturis adTcnta juxla corporis fidem, 
nunc per Jobanncm veail, in virtute et spirita." Inltlall. xvii. 

J " Et diligenter cousidera quid dixerit, nan afleres fruclaui in seculnm, nun ait 
usque ia sccala secaloram ; scd cam sccolam illnd pcrtraaaierit, ct intraveritpleai- 
tuda gentiom, tunc etiam hnec ficus afferet fiructns suos, et omuis Israel aalvabilur." 
F. 90. til. 1, 

$ Hsrraauy of the Neiv Testameat, p. 194, 195. 
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there hath been a breaking them off from their own olive- 
tree, so shall there be an inserting of them into it again, 
ver. 24. as there hath been a time of their unbelief, and so 
of severity, ver. 22. and of wrath to them, Bom. ix. 22. 
1 Thess. ii. 16. so shall there be a time of mercy, ver. 31, 
32. Now since tha unbelief, the diminution, the rejecting, 
the breaking the branches off, must necessarily be under- 
stood of Israel according to the fleshy of the natural branches 
of the stock of Abraham, ver. 22. 24. beloved for the fathers 9 
sake, ver. 28. of the seed of Jacob, whose sins were not yet 
taken away, ver. 26. if you understand the fulness, the 
reception, the ingraffing of them, the salvation here men- 
tioned of the spiritual Israel, and of the elect opposed to 
Israel that was blinded,\er. 7. the antithesis is wholly lost; 
since then the diminution and the fulness, the rejection and 
reception, the breaking off and the insertion,ihe severity and 
the mercy, will not relate to the same persons. Again, 
blindness in part hath happened to Israel (saith the apostle) 
till the fulness of the gentiles shall come in, and then all 
Israel shall be saved; now certainly the blindness happened 
to Israel according to the flesh, and must not the antithesis 
require that the salvation should belong to the same Israel? 
It happened not to the elect, for the election (saith the 
apostle) hath obtained, and the rest were blinded, and there- 
fore the salvation cannot respect them only. 

Moreover, to whom did this blindness happen? Was it 
not to the national church and body of the Jews? to them 
to whom our Saviour had said, Whilst you have the light, 
believe in the light, lest darkness come upon you? John xii. 
35. Is it not of the children of Israel that the apostle saith, 
They could not see to the end of that which was to be abo- 
lished, 2 Cor. iii.13,14. but their minds are blinded, for until 
this day remaineth the same veil untaken away? Was it 
not that very people who had eyes, and saw not, ears, and 
heard not; whose heart was waxed gross, their cars dull, 
and their eyes closed? Isa. vi. 9. Acts xxviii. 26, 27. ver. 8. 
10. and from whose eyes were hid the things which belonged 
to their peace, because they knew not the time of their visita- 
tion? Luke xix. 42. 44. To whom belonged this awofioXrj, 
rejection, or casting off? Doth it not respect the generality 
of that church and nation? Doth not our Saviour say of 
them, The children of the kingdom shall be cast out into 
utter darknessy Matt. viii. 12. that their house should be left 
unto them desolate, Matt, xxiii. 38. that tJie kingdom of God 
should be taken from them, and given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof? Matt. xxi. 41. Who were the 
branches broken off, arc they not all the unbelieving Jews? 
(ver. 20.) i. e. the bulk and body of that church and nation. 
Doth not our Saviour tell them, that their vineyard should 
be let out to other husbandmen? Matt. xxi. 41. are not they 
that barren tree which was to bo hewn down? Luke xiii. 
7. 9. and must not then the recovery of them from this 
blindness, the receiving of them again, the ingraffing them 
into their own olive-tree, respect some few straggling 
converts of them only, but the chief bulk or body of that 
nation ? 

Thirdly, It is easy to observe two questions in this 
chapter ; the first is this, \iy<*) ovv, fxrj anwaro, &c. I say 
then, Hath God cast off his people? ver. 1. to which the 
answer is, God hath not cast off his people whom he fore- 
knew, or the remnant according to the election ofgrace,ver. 
5. 7. but only the obdurate Jew, ver. 8 — 10. The second 



is this, \iy<o ovv, fxrj tirraicrav, f lva 7r£<rw<ri; I say then, Have 
these unbelieving Jews, who stumbled at the stumbling- 
stone, ix. 32, 33. stumbled, that they should fall entirely, so 
as that they should never rise again? And to this the 
apostle answers in the negative, from ver. 11. to the 25th, 
and proves it from ver. 25. to the 32d. It is therefore evi- 
dent, that his discourse, from ver. 11. to the 32d. respects 
not the spiritual Israel, u e. the gentile converts, nor the 
elect of Israel, but the obdurate, blinded nation, which God 
hath then cast off. And, 

Fourthly, Here is evidently a time prefixed for this con- 
version of the Jews, viz. when the fulfilling of the gentiles 
is come in; here is a blindness to continue on them till that 
time: whilst blindness doth continue on them, their salvation 
is not to be expected, and when they shall be saved that 
blindness, of necessity, must cease: but to the spiritual 
Israel, or the elect converted at all times, nothing of this 
can be applied, for their conversion is not limited to the 
time of the coming in of the fulness of the gentiles, but 
they are converted in every age, and at all times. 

Secondly, The opinion of the reverend Dr. Hammond is 
to this effect:* 1. "That it is not necessary that this should 
still belong to any yet future return of the Jews, in a vi- 
sible and remarkable manner, the circumstances of the 
context applying it to the first times, wherein the Epistle 
was writ. 

2. f" That the fulness of (he Jews, mentioned ver. 12. 
is their being added to the church, their coming in,- and 
being gathered, and laying hold of the faith, being provoked 
so to do by seeing the gentiles believe, and so filling up 
the vacuities, as it were, which were formerly in the church, 
by their standing out impertinently; and the fulness of the 
gentiles is the gentiles coming in to the church, receiving 
the faith, they then becoming one part of the visible church, 
as the Jews another. 

3. " That the mystery J here mentioned is this, that a 
great part of the Jews arc now become blind, and that that 
is made use of by God, that by occasion of that the gospel 
may (by departing awhile from them) be preached to, and 
received by, the generality of the gentiles, and they com- 
pacted into Christian churches; and this in very mercy to 
those Jews, that they, by seeing the gentiles believe, might 
at length be provoked to do so too, by way of emulation, 
(ver. 11.31.) 

4. H That so § all Israel shall be saved, L e. all the true 
children of Abraham, Jews and heathens both ; but particu- 
larly the remnant of the Jews shall come in, and repent, 
and believe in Christ. 

5. " That the addition of || Jewish believers shall be 
matter of confirmation of the faith to the gentiles, and a 
means to bring them all to receive it, to convert the gentiles 
over all the world. 

G. " As for the truth of that, that as yet many more Jews 
should repent and receive the gospel, that, saith he, has 
been demonstrated by the event; (1.) When the Jews saw 
Christ's predictions, Matt. xxiv. manifestly fulfilled in the 
Roman armies sitting down before the city, for then many 
turned Christians, and went out of the city, and were deli- 
vered from the following evils. And, 



*NoleD. in ver. 11. 
$ Paraphr, in Ter. 26. 



t Ibid. 

J Paraphr. id Ter. 12. 



% Paraphr. in ver. 25. 
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(2.) a After that, when the temple and city were de- 
stroyed, and they brought into subjection by the Romans, 
then many were humbled, and turned Christians. And, 

(3). V After that also, in Justin Martyr's days, every day 
there we're Some that came in to be Christ's disciples. Now. 
to these things I • . 

Answer, first, That whereas this reverend person saith, tho 
circumstances of the context apply this conversion of the 
Jews to the times in which this Epistle was writ, i. e. about 
the year of Christ 56. it seems extremely evident, both from 
the circumstances of the context, and from many other 
Scriptures, that nothing could more unfitly be assigned, as 
the time of the conversion of the then hardened and re- 
jected Jews, than this. For, 

. 1. In the ninth chapter of this "Epistle, the apostle calls 
our Lord Christ, the Holy Ghost, and his own conscience 
to witness, that he had great heaviness, and continual sor- 
row in his heart, on the account of "the infidelity of his 
Jewish brethren, the spiritual slumber and blindness which 
then was upon them, and their rejection by God, ver.'l-^S. 
And, ver. 22. he plainly represents them as vessels of wrath 
fitted for destruction, and only reserved, ns Pharaoh was of 
old,. for a more illustrious ruin, in which God's vengeance 
on.them, and the caused of it, should be conspicuously 
seen. And, ver. 27. he proceeds to shew, from the pre- 
dictions of the prophets, that only a little remnant of them 
should be saved ; a remnant, like to those seven thousand 
men .reserved in the ten tribes of Israel, when the whole 
visible body of them had revolted to Baal: and, ver. 31.' 
speakiug.of them in general, he saith, Israel hath not at- 
tained to justification, because they sought it not of faith, 
hut stumbled at the Messiah, even at that Jesus who is the 
end of the law for justification, to every one that believeth, 
x.4. he being to them a stone of stumbling , and a rock 
of offence. 

In the tenth chapter, he declares, that they had not sub- 
mitted to the righteousness which was of God through faith} 
ver. 2, 3. and from ver. 1G. to the end of that chapter, he 
proves, ,that the preaching of the gospel to the gentiles, 
and the incredulity of the Jews, was a thing long ago fore- 
told fn the prophetic writings. In this chapter, *he begins 
w f ilh the inquiry to which his former discourse, and the 
general infidelity of that people, had given occasion, viz* 
Hath God entirely cast off his people ? and answers it by say- 
ing, That as inthe time of Elias, in that general revolt of 
the ten tribes, God still reserved seven thousand who had 
nQt bowed the knee to Baal, ovrtog koI lv t$ vvv Katp<$, so in 
this season also he had reserved a like remnant according 
to the election of grace, ver. 5. confessing, notwithstanding, 
touching the body of that church and people, that Israel 
had not attained to that righteousness it sought for, but was, 
excepting this election only, wholly blinded ; that God had 
given them tip to a spirit of slumber, and blinded their eyes ; 
had broken them off for their infidelity, and had shewed his 
severity upon them. Wherefore the times, when this Epis- 
tle- was written, being the times, of the apostle's heaviness, 
and his continual sorrow for their rejection ; the times when 
they are represented by him as vessels of wrath fitted for 
destruction; when the prophets had foretold their incre- 
dulity ; when Israel had not attained to justification, but 
had stumbled at the Messiah; when they were ignorant of 
the righteousness of God, and had not submitted to it 5 when 



to that very day they were blinded, and given up to a spi- 
ritual slumber; is it possible that these, should be the 
very times assigned by the apostle for the ceasing of their 
blindness/ and that so generally, that it might be truly 
said; all -Israel were then saved, and God .had mercy on 
them all? 

The same apostle, anno Christi, 49. speaks to them of 
that nation, thus: It was necessary that the tvord of God 
should be' first spoken to i/ou; but since you thrust it from 
you, and judge, yourselves .unworthy , of eternal life, lo, we 
turn (from you) to the gentiles, Acts xiii. .4G. In his Pirst 
Epistle to^thc Thcssalonians, written A. D. 51. he declares 
of the Jews, that they killed the Lord Jesus and their own pro- * 
phets, and they persecuted the.apostles ; and they pleased not 
God; and were contrary to all men, IThess. ii.14 — 1G. For~. 
bidding ns lo speak to the gentiles, that they might be saved; to. 
fill up their sins always, for the wrath is come upon them to 
the uttermost, ft That is (saith Dr. Hammond), by this they 
do so fill up the measure of their sins, that the'wrath of God 
to the utter destruction of them is now come out upon them, 
already denounced, and, within a very little while,unost 
certain to overtake them." In his Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians, \Vrittenbefore that to the Romans, though per- 
haps* in the same year, he saith, that even then their minds 
were blinded, and the veil still remained upon them. And 
when he came to Rome, about three years after the writing 
this Epistle, and preached to. some, of the chief of them re- 
siding in that city, -he declares that these words of Isaiah 
were fulfilled upon them, Acts xxviii. 23. viz. Hearing you 
shall hear, and shall not understand ; and seeing you shall 
see, and not perceive : for the heart of this people is waxed 
gross; and their ears are dull of hearing ; and they have 
closed their eyes, lest they should see with tlieir eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand tvith their hearts, and 
be converted, and I should heal them. Concluding thus, Be 
it known therefore to you, that the salvation of God is sent 
to the gentiles, and they will hear it. Now after they had 
thus put away the gospel from them, and judged themselves 
untvorthy of eternal life, and the apostles had thus turned 
from them to the gentiles ; after the wrath was thus deter- 
mined to come upon them, dg riXog, to the end, that is, say 
all the ancient commentators, not -,asjn the times of the 
judges, for twenty or forty years,,or as in the time of their 
captivity, for seventy years, but for many generations ; after 
their, minds were thus blinded, their eyes thus shut, their 
hearts thus hardened, can we expect this blindness sud- 
denly should cease, and this wrath presently give place to 
mercy and salvation? 

• Secondly, That " many of the Jews turned Christians, 
when they saw Christ's prediction, Matt.xxiv. fulfilled in the 
Roman army sitting down before that city, and went out of 
the city with the Christians, and solvere delivered from the 
following evils," is also said, without all ground or testi- 
mony of writers of those times. ,Epiphanius,* who lived in 
Palestine, and.Enscbius, f who was. born and educated 
there, give us an accurate relation of this matter, and care- 
fully inform us, that of MaOr^al, the disciples of Christ, of lv 
Xpumji 7r67rtar£UK(Jr6c, they that believed in Christ, being ad- 
monished by an angel, or by an oracle, so to do, left Jeru- 



* De Men?. el*Pond. 1 cap. 15; el Htr. xxix. seel. 7. 

tEctlej. Hisl.lib. iil. cap. 6. 
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salem,anA went to Pella, where they were preserved ; but, 
of one convert of the Jews then made, they say not a word. 
How unlikely then it is that the same Epiphanius; who so 
particularly relates the conversion of one. single Aquila 
from Judaism to Christianity, when they returned to Jeru- 
salem after the ruin of it, and his revolt again to Judaism, 
should never speak one word of these supposed converts 
before their. departure ! , 

Moreover, this was the time when there happened a great 
apostacy of the Jewish converts, according to our Lord's 
prediction, that, because iniquity should then abound, the 
love of many should wax cold, Matt. xxiv. 12. And there- 
fore the Epistle to the Hebrews written in the ninth, the. 
Epistle of St. James writ also in the ninth, and the Epistle 
of St. Peter writ in the tenth year of Nero," all near this 
very time, are very full of exhortations to them that they 
would not be double-minded, wavering, or unstable in the 
faith, James i. 6 — 8. that they would not count that fiery 
trial, which was come to try them, a strange thing, 1 Pet. 
iv. 12. that they would patiently, and with long-suffering 
endure it, as knowing they were happy who did thus endure, 
James i. 12. v. 8. 10, 11. 1 Pet. iii. 13, 14. v. 9, 10. The 
Epistle to the Hebrews is full of exhortations to them, to> 
see to it that there be not in them an evil heart of unbelief in 
departing from the living God, Heb. iii. 12. that they hold 
the beginning of their confidence firm to the end, ver. 14. to 
fear, lest, a promise being made of entering into rest, they 
should fall short of it through unbelief, iv. 1. 11. there being 
no renewing them to repentance, who, after such miraculous 
evidences of the truth, apostatized, vi. 6. and no more sacri- 
fice for sin for them, x. 25. that they would not cast away 
their confidence, God having said, xii. 35. 38. If any man 
draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him; and that 
they would diligently look to it, lest any man, failed of the 
grace of God, xii. 15. These, saith our Saviour, are the 
times of vengeance, and of wrath upon that people, Luke 
xxi. 22, 23. the times when, the things belonging to their 
peam being hid from their eyes, their house was to be lefC 
unto themdesolate, Luke xix. 42—44. And could the times • 
of the apostacy, even of the converted^Jews, be the times 
of the salvation of the unbelieving Jews ? Was it to be ex- 
pected they should then, more than ever, see the things be- 
longing to their peace/when they were hidden from their 
eyes ? or could the times of wrath and vengeance upon that 
people, when the avenger came out of Ziori, to punish the 
iniquity of Zion with the sorest judgments, be the very 
times when the Deliverer came out of Zion to turn away 
iniquity from Jacob? . 

Thirdly, Whereas it is added, that " after that, when the 
temple and city were destroyed, and they brought into sub- 
jection by the Romans, then many were humbled, and turned • 
Christians; and that, after that, even in Justin- Martyr's 
days, every day there were some who came in to be Christ's 
disciples :" I answer, 

1. That as for their conversion when the temple and 
city were destroyed, I cannot find one word in church- 
history concerning it, but much to the contrary : for, 1. 
Epiphanius speaks particularly of the return of the Christ* 
ians to Jerusalem after tharuin of it, and of the miracles 
they then wrought, and yet he mentions only one Aquila, 
a Jew, converted to the Christian faith; adding, that he 
soon after renounced the faith, and' turned to his former 

vol. v. 



Judaism. And Justin Martyr* observes, in express con- 
tradiction to the doctor, that " after their country was de- 
stroyed, and their city laid waste, they repented- not, but 
proceeded still in their execrations of Christ, and of all that 
believed in him." And Tertullianf adds, that, * seeing from 
the time of Tiberius to Vespasian they repented not, their 
land was made desolate, and their cities burnt with fire."' 
And indeed this was the very time when wrath came actually 
upon them to the uttermost, when this barren tree was hewn 
down, and cast into the fire, Luke xiii. 7. 9. when their house 
was left desolate, because they would not be gathered; when 
all the righteous blood, shed by them from Noah to that time, 
came upon them, and they had filled up the measure of their 
sins, Matt, xxiii. 35. 37, 38. when the kingdom was wholly] 
taken from them; when the Son of man came to take ven-' 
geance on them; and when he sent forth his armies to de- 
stroy those murderers, and to burnup their city, because they' 
refused to come unto the marriage-feast, Matt. xxii. 7. And 
could this be the time of their humiliation and conversion?- 
Was this a fit time to expect the completion of those words 
of St. Paul, concerning the sending the Deliverer out of Zion, « 
to turn away iniquity from Jacob, and to take away their 
sins, and to shew mercy to them, in such a signal manner,- 
that all Israel should be saved?.. 

To proceed to the history of them in the following* 
times: Justin Martyr in his Apology, writ in the year of 
the Lord 140. saith of the Jews in all places, That they, 
were J " as great enemies to the Christians in all places # 
as the heathens were, and as ready to torment and kill 
them, when they could do it;" and " that this was evident , 
from the last Jewish war, in which their captain Barcho- 
chebas commanded only the Christians to be tormented, ' 
if they refused to deny and to blaspheme the Lord Jesus 
Christ." Now this carries down the hatred of the Jews 
against Christians, and their impenitency, till after the ' 
times both of* Trajan and Hadrian. Some years after "this, 
he writ his Dialogue with Trypho ; and there he informs 
us, that the Jews § still continued "to curse those who be-, 
lieved in Jesus, and to lay violent hands upon them when } 
they could do it;" that "even then their hand was high 
to do wickedness, they still hating and killing Christians*: 
as oft as it was in their power." 

But we are told that this* very Justin Martyr saith, That 
" every day there were some (of them) who came in to be 
Christ's disciples." 

I answer, That what Justin Martyr there saith, relates - 
not at all to any Jewish converts, but to the gentiles coming • 
in from the way of deceit, to the faith of Christ; and as he 
had told the emperors in his Apology, p. 45. B. that the 
" consummation of the world was deferred, &a rb <nrip^ta 



* Kat a\oCm$ 1/xSv tJj; «roX*«c, xal rn$ yiif i0tfA.m$ekrwg t w /uiTavoirri, aXXi not xaTA- 
{aV0at avTOv xal t»v iri<m£wrw lie ayrev narrow toX/i*£ti. Dial, com Trvph. p. 335. 

t " Cnm tempos medium a Tiberio uaque ad Veapaaianam aon pcenitentiam intel- 
lexissent, faota est terra eorom desorta, civitates eoram exastte igpi." • Adv. Mer- 
cian, lib. iii. cap. 23. 

% *E^9goyf fl/A*f xal «ro*quf'otfe hyoZrrai, 5/xoU$ Ifxtv faaipoZmf, Jtai xoXa£cm« ri^af 
owirav Mvoevrat, if xal <jrtio-5nvat Wv^w&i, xai ykf Iv rS vZv yiyirw/*fv«) r IouJ«<XM iroXe^tw, 
Bap^o^sCa? & T?f *lto$aiort airotrrciewe *A^«yETa«, X£i<rrmv6v$ ptovw; tU Tf^wfia; >f t «f, ^ 
it /*« dffoTrro^lns-duv tovX^otov, xal $"Kag-<pnjx9iiV, ixEXit/iv airayl&ai, p." 73. E. 

§ Et Jf 1 avrdu ti Jxifvov xai t5v iU imivov irio-rtvovrm xttTafio-Bt, xal offorftv i£ow('av 
i^m, ava<fi~Ti. B, 323. B. vide p. 226. p. 350. 

w Et* yetf aXflflSf h %&£ v/xZv ffpof xaxfltrofav i^iXi, ort h(M$ tou; mo-Tivoititt fXtsiiri A 
kaJ <$>onCiri, os-axif a» Xa/Jm ifotwtav. p, 363. 
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tup Xpttmuvuv, for the seed of Christians, which was then 
springing up :" so ho tells Trypho, p. 256. D. that. the day 
of judgment, of which he had before spoken, and of which 
the Psalm he there citeth treats, was * " deferred by God, 
because he knew that some would come daily in to be 
Christ's disciples, and would quit the way of deceit." Now 
that this cannot be spoken of the Jews is evident, because 
wrath was come upon them to the uttermost, as Justin Mar- 
tyr often intimates, not saying that God had not brought 
xvrath and judgment upon them; but only that he had not. 
brought the general judgment on the world for -this cause. 
He goes on, and says, that " every one. of those, ^yho 
thus believed, received gifts from Christ as they were wor- 
thy :" and this he proves, because it was prophesied, that 
f " after our Lord's ascent to heaven, he should lead us cap- 
tive from our error, and should give us gifts;" where the 
word 7rXav>j, used ordinarily of the gentiles deceived by 
Satan, and especially the word rjfiag, us, shew that the Mar- 
tyr speaks not of the Jews, but gentile converts ; and so it 
follows, " therefore we gentiles, who have received these 
gifts, shew you Jews /to, be fools/' &c. so that the good 
doctor was utterly mistaken, in applying this passage to 
the Jews, as others led bjf his authority have done. 

From this time to the days of Constantine, the period 
assigned by Mr. Calvert for the conversion mentioned by 
St Paul, the fathers generally represent them, as a nation 
whose " ears were shut, and their hearts hardened," J de- 
claring, that the " Scripture had clearly foretold they 
should be disinherited, and fall off from the grace of God ."§ 
Origen|| testifies, that" God had turned his providence 
from the Jews to the gentiles; that they were wholly de- 
serted, and retained nothing of what before was venerable, 
among them, nor any footsteps of the Divine presence 
with them ; that after the crucifixion of our Lord they wete 
perfectly deserted, and not to be converted till the end of 
the world." Tertullian^f saith, "that from the time that 
they crucified their Lord, God had taken from them the 
prophet, wise man, and the Holy Spirit, and had left them 
destitute of his grace;" and that u only at his second com- 
ing, he should be received by them who had thus rejected 
hira." And this seems most agreeable to our Lord's pre- 
dictions, that the kingdom of God should be taken from 
them, and given to another nation tltat would bring forth 
tlie fruit of it ; that he would miserably destroy those hus- 
bandmen, and would let out his vineyard to other husband- 
men, who should render him the fruits in their season, Matt, 
xxi. 41.43. that none of them who were bidden and refused, 



•Zx ixi^ift Ton o ©i£f, t« auTev Terror tutt nJ* olHvrot ttiv x^iVtv Mvtyxty « ivayfi, ymfo- 
xvr iTt x*fi* hfxifay Tt*ac fjut^nrtvofjihovQ iictj ovofxa. rw X^i^tou ai-rou, not awoXltVcvTac 
■rnr o&cr -rwf irXavu;. Dial, cum Trjpli. p. 257. E. 258. A. 

t MlTa tki rtZ Xftp-Tou lie to* olfam ayiXiwtv *p 019 *TtC§* aip^/LtaXetrrru^ai aurot n/*Sc 
airl T?f TrXivijf, xa) Soifau n/MV tifAara. Ibid. B. 

t*SlTa. vp.vv wlfpaxTai, xa* at xajfc'ai *rftrn{Mrrai. Jast. p. 250. ; 

§ "Si eagnafissent aos futuras, el asaros liis testiraoniis, quae aatit ex aenpluris, 
oanqnara dubiUssent ipii snas cumburere scriplnras, qn« reliquas omnes geutes ma- 
nifostanl parlicipare ritac, et. eaa, qai gloriantur domam se esse Jacob, et papulum 
Israelis, exhjereditari osteiidunt a gratia Dei." Iren. lib. Hi. cap. 24. 

H "£<tt:v .*Jy IhTt fxtrk tw Woy J<rjJn/i&w, *IoyJafouc xaTaXiXU/ujufrowf warns &c. 
Adr. CelstHn, lib. ii, p. 62. *Ett\ 'Px/jtaiy, t$* ptyiTTnt flroi^amc a^utpria* n r» asrs- 
<Tli*ai ts* Wot/iyriXiiov lyxarfKii^QnTar, lib. iv. cap. 4. p. 183. 

*f *• Abstulit enira Dominus Sabaath a Judaea et ab II Jerusalem inter caclera et pro- 
ptat»m,et sapientem a rclii tectum, spiriturn sc. sanolum, nam exiude apad illos dea- 
titii Dei gratia/* Adv. Mareiaa. lib. Si. cap. 23* ride cap, (J, 7. 



should taste of his supper, Luko xiv. 24. that many should 
come from the east and west, and should sit down with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of hea- 
ven, but the children of the kingdom should be cast out into: 
utter darkness, Matt. viii. 11, 12. that they who were first 
(u e. the Jews) should be the last, and they who w r ere the 
last (u e. the gentiles) should be first j for that this is spoken 
of the rejection of the Jews, and the calling of the gentiles, 
is evident from these words of St. Luke, xiii. 26 — 30. 
Then shall ye (Jews) begin to say, Wehave eaten and drunk 
in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. But 
he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence you are, de- 
part from me, all ye workers of iniquity. There shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye sJiall see Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God, and you your- 
selves thrust out. And they shall come from the east, and 
from the west, and from the north, and from the south, and 
shall sit down in the kingdom of God. Ahdj behold, there 
are last which shall be first, and there are first which shall 
be last. Now if we do consider that wrath was come upon 
this nation, ug rk\og, to the end, can we imagine either that 
this kingdom taken from them, this vineyard let out to other 
husbandmen, these children qf the kingdom cast out into 
outer darkness, should suddenly" receive again this king- 
dom, be Restored to this vineyard, or admitted to the light 
of the gospel? or that all Israel should be saved, or iniquity 
should be . taken away from Jacob, whilst that nation lay 
under these dreadful judgments? or that when our Lord 
hath so solemnly foretold there should be wrath upon this 
people, and they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and 
shall be led away captive into all nations; and Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down by the gentiles, until the time of the 
gentiles be fulfilled, (Luke xxi. 23, 24.) this wrath should not 
continue on them whilst they were captives in all nations, 
and Jerusalem was trodden down? 

Here, I confess, the reverend doctor (on Luko xxi. 23.) 
hath a peculiar notion, " That the treading down of Jerusa- 
lem by tho gentiles, is not particularly their victory over 
it by Titus, but their consequent possessing it, and even till 
Hadrian's rebuilding a part of it, and calling it by his own 

name iElia, and inhabiting it by gentiles upon the doing 

this, saith he, it followed, that as all the (unbelieving) Jews 
were utterly banished the city; so the believi?ig Jews re- 
turned thither again from their dispersions, and inhabited 
it again, and joined, and made one congregation, one 
church with the gentiles, \Vhich had then, till that time, re- 
ceived the faith also, and till then continued a distinct 
church from the Jews : by which it appears how punc- 
tually this s prediction, in out notion, was fulfilled, that Je- 
rusalem should be inhabited by the gentiles, all the Jews 
in a manner excluded, till the time that the gospel had been 
freely preached to the gentiles, and by them in some emi- 
nent manner been received ; and then it should be rein- 
habited by the Jews again, i. c. the Christian Jews, who, 
being wrought on by emulation of the gentiles, were now, 
many of them, brought to receive the faith. In his note on 
the two witnesses, Rev. xi. 2. he makes them to be the two 
bishops of the church in Jerusalem, one of the Jewish, the 
other of the gentile converts; which state of that church 
continued, saith he, till the time of Marcus, a gentile bishop 
of that church, i. e. from after the destruction of Jerusalem 
by Titus, till that time." But here again are many things 
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delivered, not only without all suffrage of history, but in 
perfect opposition to the histories of those times. For, 

First, Eusebius and Sulpitius Severus do inform us, that, 
till the time of Hadrian,* all the bishops and priests of Je- 
rusalem were only of the circumcision. Here therefore is 
no room for his two bishops, one of the Jewish, the other 
of the gentile converts, till the time of Marcus. 

Secondly, They also do inform us, that all the Christians 
then at Jerusalem were of the circumcision, and so not of 
the gentiles; for Sulpitius observes, that the edict of Ha- 
drianf (for "banishing all the Jews from Jerusalem) " hap- 
pened for the advantage of the Christian faith, because, till 
then, they almost all joined the observation of the law to 
the faith of Christ: the Lord so ordering it, that, by this 
means, the servitude of that law might be removed from 
the church." Eusebius also saith, that the whole " church 
of Jerusalem J consisted of the faithful Hebrews, who, 
from the times of the apostles, had continued there till the 
siege of Bitter, in the eighteenth year of Hadrian :" so that 
here is no room for his supposed gentile converts to be 
governed by a bishop of the gentiles. 

Thirdly, They also do expressly say, not only that the 
unbelieving Jews, but that all the Jews in'general, were by 
this edict banished bpth from Jerusalem, and from the re- 
gion round about it. a He placed a band of soldiers which 
should banish all the Jews from Jerusalem/' saith Sulpi- 
tius; and this he did, " quia Cliristiani ex Judasis potissi- 
mum putabantur," because the Cliristians were thought to 
liave their rise chiefly from the Jews. Eusebius saith, that 
rb nav iOvog, " the whole nation was banished from Jeru- 
salem, and the country round about, and not permitted to 
set one foot in it." And then adds, that § " the city being 
after this manner emptied of the Jews, and wholly cleared 
of its inhabitants, and made up of aliens flowing in thither,' 
it was made a Roman city and colony, and, in honour of 
the emperor, was named JElia." The same is said by him 
in his Evangelical Demonstrations, || and by Tcrtullian, If 
that "not one Jew was permitted to stay there." Eusebius 
also adds,** thatrije avroSi cKfcArjoiae i£ WvtZv <TvyKpory\%dat\Q, 
the church there consisting only of the gentiles, Marcus was 
the first bishop of it. So thathereisno place for the doctor's 
supposed church, consisting both of Jews and gentiles, or 
for the inhabiting of it by the Christian Jews, and much 
less for his feigned " many of them brought now to receive 
the faith by emulation of the gentiles." In a word, Epi- 
phanius saith, that Hadrian the emperor, travelling to Je- 
rusalem, found there only rfjv ItacXriGiav fxtKpav, one little 
church, and seven synagogues, standing like cottages; and 

* " Naraqne inra Hierosolvmao oon nisi ex circamcisione babebal ecclesia sacerdo- 
l«m." Solpitios, lib. ii. cap. 45. 

n^»T9ff fxh Tow? Ix 9Ti£fTo/LM? imoxtirove *&,* ix£i<ri tetrovgyUtY \yp(tt^l(trat MagXCf. 
Eoseb. Eccles. Hisl. lib. iv. cap. 6. 

t "Mililnm cohort em costodias io perpetamn ngilare jaaait, qtue Jodoeos omnes 
Hierosolvmac adita arcerel, qnod quid em Christians fidei proficiebat, qui lorn pene 
omnet Christnm Deara tab legii observations credebant, nimiram id Domino ordi- 
nanlo disposilum, ollegis servitas & libertale fidei alqoe ecclesia lollerelor." Solp. 
lib.ii. cap. 5. 

X 2vn*rfoai yap avTo"? rirt w*vm txt&tie-Uv if 'Efyatm iriffrvv airo ?*Jv aTTWToXw, 
xal it; vrj ?6ri }utfKS(r&rT*Y otoXm^xww. Hisl. Eccles. lib. iv. cap. 5. 

$ Ovt» 51 t*C 5roM«f if; Ippltti ray *lo»Ja&v I&rwf, iuu aramX*] <J&ofay rwv ffaXai 
•iwrifm ix&ouff-jjf, 1{ aXXe^uXoy rt ytiw; evH>iKtr$$t<rtie, &c. Hisl. Eccles. lib. iv. 
cap. 6. 

|| Demoo. Evaog. lib. riii. p. 411. D. % Cont. Jnd, cap. 15. Apol. cap. 16. 

•■ Ibid. 



was this likely to be the seat of two great bishops? So that 
I find nothing agreeable to the truth of history, in any thing 
which this reverend person saith upon this 'subject, and 
much less any thing confirmed either by Scripture or an- 
tiquity. 

What hath been thus discoursed, is abundantly sufficient 
to confute the exposition of this reverend and learned per- 
son, as being not agreeable to matter of fact ; for when was 
there any such conversion made of the Jews at the times 
assigned by him, which can in any probability of construc- 
tion answer to the phrase used by the apostle, that by it 
all Israel shall be saved; ungodliness should be turned away 
from Jacob; God should bless them by taking away their 
sins; that tliey who now were blinded should have the veil 
taken away from before their eyes; they, who now were 
diminished, should have again their fulness ; and they, who 
now were cast off, should be again received? . This could 
not happen in the very times when this Epistle was at first 
indited : for though it be true that St. James mentions many 
thousands or myriads of Jewish converts, all zealous of the 
law, Acts xxi. 20. yet were they all converted at or .before 
the time of writing this Epistle, and so belonged only to 
the remnant according to the election of grace , here men- 
tioned, not to the residue that were blinded, of whose con- 
version the apostle here speaks from ver. 12. to 32. Nor 
could their conversion and salvation be a mystery to be 
then revealed to the gentiles. That no such conversion 
after the blindness mentioned in this chapter happened to 
them, upon their seeing the abomination of desolation stand- 
ing in the holy place, or soon after the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, hath been already shewed ; and that Justin Martyr 
saith nothing of any such remarkable conversion of them, 
hath been also proved. 

That there might be some conversion of them in the 
reign of Trajan, is by some argued from the words of Euse- 
bius; H that Justus,* then bishop of Jerusalem, was one 
of the many myriads or thousands of the circumcision 
which then had' believed." Yet is this testimony of no 
force, as to this matter ; for, (1.) grammarians well know 
that fxvpta and fxvptadeg, when put indefinitely, do only sig- 
nify many : now if the novat fivpiaSeg, the many myriads, 
mentioned by St. James, hindered not, but that the Jewish 
converts might be only a little remnant, in respect to the 
blinded Jews, this may be as true of the ovai ixvgia^g, the 
so many myriads of Eusebius ; especially if we consider, 
that most of them might be the very persons mentioned by 
St. James, he carefully informing us that the whole church of 
Jerusalem, under her fifteen bishops of Jerusalem, of which 
this Justus was the eleventh, was made up of believers who 
had continued from the apostle's time till the wars and siege 
tinder Hadrian; and speaking of these persons, not as 
men believing then, but as TrzTriarzvKOTZQ, men who had be- 
fore that time embraced the Christian faith. And hence 
Ruffinust makes no mention of these supposed myriads,but 
only saith, " that Justus, being one of those of the circum- 
cision who had embraced the faith of Christ, was made 
their bishop." In a word, this very Eusebius concurring so 

' * T»i? h 'Ii^wn^yjuot? \mv%w&s rev ty&w 'loujato? n<; owpa, *tciv<rro<;, fAVftwv. otrocf ix 
OTi£iTo/x»]f $U *roy Xfirrh rnnxavra mimc-rivKorvy, ifr xal avrk **, fottUyiTau Hisl. 
Eccl. lib. iii. cap. 35. 

t " Jnslos qaidain ex bia qoi de circumciaione ad fidem Chriali vcnernnl, episco- 
palam susccpil." . 
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exactly with the sentiments of all other fathers, that the 
Jews were then rejected, and lay under a curse, and prov- 
ing from this very apostle, and from the words contained 
in the beginning of this very chapter, that they should 
generally fall and be rejected for their unbelief, <nrav(<jjv c£ 
avTu>v tie tqv awrijpa kol icvpiov rjptov TrtartvaavTW, a very few 
of them only believing ;* and that after the coming in of all 
nations to the Christian faith, they did not yet see or tin- 
derstand;f he cannot be supposed to mention any thing 
which answers to the conversion of tho Jews intended in 
this chapter, but must, with us, refer that to that glorious 
time when the prophecies % shall more fully (saith he) be 
fulfilled; i. c. the time when the fulness mentioned by the 
apostle shall come in. This being therefore all that hath 
been pleaded for the .remarkable conversion of the Jews, 
after the writing this Epistle ; and this all being almost 
nothing, and far from bearing any correspondence to the 
comprehensive words of the apostle on that subject; I 
conclude that no conversion of this nature happened to 
them, between the writing this Epistle and the times of" 
Constantine. 

And whereas it is said, that this conversion should be 
wrought in them by way of emulation, and that they should 
lay hold of the faith, being provoked so to do by seeing the 
gentiles believe, it is confessed, that the apostle represents 
this" a fit means to work this emulation in them ; but it is 
as certain, that it hath not yet had the designed effect 
upon them, they being so far from being provoked to em- 
brace the Christian faith, by seeing the gentiles admitted 
to it, that this was to them the great stumbling-block, and 
they were enemies to the gospel for their sakes, ver. 28. they 
being prejudiced against it, because the gentiles weTe ad; 
mitted to the blessing of it without circumcision, and ob- 
servance of the law of Moses: see note on Gal. iii. 4. 
vi. 12. This is that prejudice of the Judaizing Christians 
which the apostle labours to remove in most of his Epistles, 
but more especially in that to the Galatians ; and as for the 
unbelieving Jews, they could not endure to hear of any to 
be sent for the converting of the gentiles, Acts xxii. 21, 
22. but they persecuted the apostles upon this account, 
forbidding them to preach to the gentiles that they might 
be saved, 1 Thess. ii. 1G. ' And the same enmity to the 
Christians seems to continue to this day among them- upon 
the same accounts. . . 

Wherefore there having been as yet, so far as we are able 
to -discern, no such remarkable conversion of the Jew3, 
since the inditing this Epistle, and no such happy emula- 
tion of the converted gentiles, as did provoke them to em- 
brace the Christian faith, this could not be, as here the 
doctor doth suggest, a confirmation of faith to the gentiles, 
and much less a means to bring them all to receive it, or to 
convert the gentiles over all the world. And what records 
and histories make the least mention of any such conver- 
sion of the gentile world, on the account of the remarkable 
conversion of the Jews after the writing this Epistle? 
When came in such a fulness of the unbelieving Jews, as 
was the riches of the world? ver. 12. or such a reception of 
them to the Christian faith, as was unto them life from the 
dead? ver. 15. Or how can these assertions be reconciled 

* Demonst. Hvang. lib. ii. p. 62. U. et passim. t Lib. ix. p. 455. A. B. 

$"£TT3i tt Pri w\ti£tTTa.Tn h 9rp*J>UTf(* ovfivtpLeSrirt'rai, lira* tc w*\fy*?/i*a T«vi$y£v 
iirixfo t» s-jcf TtZ UpZ arorrfaw Uw\»fji.hft. Ub. ix, p. 458. D. 



to the words of the apostlo? For, if the coming in of the 
fulness of the gentiles bo their receiving the faith in those 
times, then the partial blindness of the Jews must cease in 
those times also; for blindness (saith the apostle) hath 
happened to the Jews in part, and that blindness is to con- 
tinue only till the fulness of the gentiles shall- come in: if 
then the blindness of tho Jews is not yet ceased, but they 
have generally continued, even from* the time of writing this 
Epistle, to this very moment, in as much blindness and ob- 
duracy, as they then lay under, and as much branches 
broken off, as now they are, it follows, that the fulness* of 
the gentiles, mentioned by the apostle, is not yet come in. 

Lastly, The mystery mentioned ver. 25. cannot be this, 
that, by occasion of the infidelity of the Jews, the gospel was 
preached fo, and received of the gentiles; for of this the 
apostle iutroduceth the believing gentiles speaking thus, 
ver. 19. TIiou wilt say then, the branches were broken off', 
that I might be graffed in, &c. This therefore could not be 
to them a mystery. Nor could it be this, viz. that this ivas 
done in mercy to the Jews, viz. that they, by seeing the gen- 
tiles believe, might at length be provoked to do so too. For 
of this the apostle had spoken twice, declaring it to be 
foretold by Moses, saying, I will provoke you to jealousy 
by them that are no people, x. 19. And in this chapter, 
saying, Through their fall salvation is come to the gentiles, 
to provoke them to jealousy, ver. 11. It remains then, as the 
apostle and the primitive church from him declare, that it 
be this, that when the time for the fulness, ?. e. for the con- 
version of the still heathen gentiles is come in, then shall 
the blindness of the Jews be Temoved, and so all Israel 
shall be saved; and then all. nations shall flow in unto 
them, and their reception shall be to the gentiles as life 
from the dead. 

I think I have said what is sufficient to shew these words 
cannot admit the sense imposed upon them by the reverend 
Dr. Hammond; I proceed now more largely to discuss the 
proper import of that phrase, Tlie fulness of the gentiles 
shall come in. This is by some interpreted thus, Blindness 
hath happened to the Jews, till the full number of the gen- 
tiles, which God shall call, be completed. But this sense 
is contrary to the express words of the apostle, who de- 
clares there shall be a greater and more glorious conver- 
sion of the gentiles than that which happened by occasion 
of their fall, that their fulness should be much more, the 
riches of the gentiles than their fall was, ver. 12. and that 
their coming in should be unto the gentiles as life unto the 
dead, and should much more enrich them than their cast- 
ing off, ver.* 15. % 

Note therefore, that there is a double fulness of the 
gentiles mentioned in the holy Scriptures : 

First, That which is spoken of ver. 12. in these words, 
Jf the diminution of them was the fulness of the gentiles; 
and this consisted in the preaching of the gospel to all na- 
tions, and the imparting tho glad tidings of salvation to 
them, and was, in a great measure, to be accomplished 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, and the ruin of that 
church and nation, according to our Lord's prediction, in 
these words, The gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness to all nations, and then shall the 
end come, Matt. xxiv. 14. Mark xiii. 10. 

Secondly, There is to be another fulne3S of the gentiles 
! by a more glorious conversion of thcrh, and a coming in of 
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those nations which have not hitherto embraced the gospel, 
or have relapsed into, heathenism or Mahometism, to be 
effected when this rejection of the Jews shall cease; and 
God shall send the Deliverer outofZion,.toturn away ini- 
quity from Jacob: and of this only can we understand those 
words of the apostle, ver. 12. If the fall of the Jews hath 
been (already) tlie riches of the (gentile) world, and the di- 
minution of them the riches of the gentiles, how much more 
shall their fulness, i. e. the time of their conversion, be the 
increase and fulness of the same gentiles ? And, ver. 15. If 
the casting away of them be reconciling of the world, what 
shall the receiving them again.be (to the same world), but 
even as life from the dead? And, ver. 25. Blindness in part 
hath happened to the Jews, till the fulness of the gentiles shall 
come in. This blindness therefore still continuing upon 
them, as much as ever, another fulness of the gentiles is to 
be expected, when it entirely shall be removed from them, 
and so all Israel shall be saved* 

Secondly, Jerusalem is yet trodden down of the nations, 
and the Jews are yet captives in all nations, whereas the 
captivity and the treading down of Jerusalem is to cease, 
when the times of the gentiles are fulfilled ; according to 
those words of Christ, concerning the destruction of the 
Jews, They, shall fall by the edge of the stvord, and shall be 
carried captive into all nations, and Jerusalem shall be trod- 
den down, till the times of the gentiles be fulfilled; (Luke xxi. 
24.) i. e. till the times when they shall have a plenary .con- 
version by the coming in of the Jews, and shall no more 
lord it over them, as now they do, but serve them, and flow 
in unto them. And to this purpose let it be noted, 

First, That, if we consult ancient prophecies concerning 
the vast extent of our Saviour's kingdom over all nations, 
we shall find reason to believe they had not yet had their 
full accomplishment upon them ; for he hath not yet had the 
uttermost parts of the earth for his possession; (Psal. ii. 8.) 
God hath not yet made all people, nation, and languages, to 
serve him, and all dominions to obey him; (Dan. vii. 4. 27.) 
he hath not yet filled the whole earth, or broke in pieces and 
consumed all other kingdoms. (Dan. ii. 34, 35.) That seems 
not yet fulfilled, which was foretold by Micah, that the Lord 
should be king over all the earth, (Micahv.4.)and byZecha- 
riah, that there should be but one Lord, and his name one; 
(Zech. xiv. 9.) and by David, that all kings shall fall down 
before him, and all nations serve him; that all the ends of 
the earth should remember, and turn to the Lord, and all the 
kindreds of the nations worship before him. (Psal.lxxii.8.) 
These, and sundry other such-like prophedes there are, 
which yet were never accomplished according to the full 
import of them. For, as Brerewood observes,* f If we di- 
vide the known regions of the world into thirty equal parts, 
the Christians' part is (only) as five, the Mahometans' as six, 
the idolaters' as nineteen;" whence we have reason to con- 
clude, That there is yet a time to come, before the consum- 
mation of all things, in which our Saviour will yet once more 
display the victorious banner of his cross; and, like a 
mighty man of war, march on, conquering and to conquer, 
till he hath confounded or converted his enemies; and, 
finally, consummated his victories in a glorious triumph over 
all the powers of the earth, and made all nations, tongues, 
and languages, to serve him. 

• Emjtijr, chap. 14. p. 118. 



'* Secondly, That there is still to be a glorious conversion 
of the Jewish nation, as it seems evident from the words of 
the apostle here, who speaketh of a time when the partial 
blindness which then had happened to the Jews, and still 
continues upon them, should cease ; when Gtfd would turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob, and take away (the punish- 
ment of) their sins, which yet he hath not done; when not a 
little' remnant only, as at' bur Lord's first advent, * but all 
Israel shall be saved; when that Ikidcl; whose minds were 
then, and still are blinded by the veil that is upon them, shall 
have that veil taken away by their turning to the Lord. So 
also from those prophecies of the Old Testament, which 
promise to that nation such kindness, favour, and salvation, 
as either hath not been at all as yet, or but imperfectly ful- 
filled ; as when he promiseth to bless her with such bless- 
ings as never should be taken from her, and to shew mercy 
to her, so' as never to forsake her more. To this effect are 
these expressions: As I have sivorn that the waters of Noah 
should no more go over the earth, so I have sworn that I 
would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee (any more); 
for the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed, but 
my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath 
mercy on thee, Isa. liv. 9, 10. And the Redeemer shall come 
to'Zion, and to them that turn from transgression in Jacob, 
saith the Lord. As for me, this is my covenant with them, 
saith the Lord; my Spirit that is upon thee, and my tvords 
which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth 
of thy seed's seed; from henceforth and for ever, Isa. lix. 20, 
21. I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many 
generations. Violence shall no more be heard in. thy land, 
wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt 
call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. The sun shall 
be no more thy light by day, neither for brightness shall the 
moon give light unto thee; but the Lord shall be unto thee 
an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall 
no more go down, neither shall thy moon tvithdraiv itself; 
for the Lord shall be thy everlasting light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall be ended, Isa. lx. 15. 18 — 20. Everlasting 
joy shall be unto them, and I will make an everlasting cove- 
nant with them, Isa. Ixi. 7, 8. Thou shalt no more be termed 
Forsaken, neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate, 
but thou shalt be called Hephzi-bah, and the land Beulah ; 
for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy landshall be married, 
Isa. lxii. 4. 12. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in 7ny 
people; and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in 
her, nor the voice of crying, Isa. lxv. 19. For as the new 
heavens and new earth, which I will make, shall remain be- 
fore me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your name 
remain, Isa. lxvi. 22. And I will give them one heart, and 
one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of 
them, and of their children after them. And I tvill make an 
everlasting covenant tvith them, that I will not turn aivay 
from them to do them good, but I tvill put my fear in their 
hearts, that they shall not depart from me, Jer. xxxii. 3D, 
40. And they shall be no more a prey to the heathen, neither 
shall the beasts of the land devour them; but they shall dwell 
safely, and none shall make them afraid. And I will raise 
up for them a plant of renown, and they shall be no more 
consumed with hunger in the land, neither bear the sham& of 
the heathen any more, Ezek. xxxiv. 28, 29. And they shall 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



718 



A DISCOURSE, See. 



dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, 
wherein your fathers have dwelt, and they shall dwell therein, 
even they and their children and their children's children for 
ever; and my servant David shall be their prince for ever. 
Moreover, I will make a covenant of peace with them, it shall 
be an everlasting covenant with them ; and I will place them, 
and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of 
them for evermore. My tabernacle shall T>e with them; yea, 
Twill be their God, and they shall be yiyjpeople, Ezek. xxxvii. 
25 — 27. I have gathered them unto their own land, and 
have left none of them any more there : neither will I hide 
my face any more from them, Ezek. xxxix. 28, v 29. And I 
will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be 
pulled up out of their land, which I have given them, saith 
the Lord thy God, Arnos ix. 15. 

Now it seems very evident, that scarcely any of these 
things can be applied to the return of the Jews from their 
captivity in Babylon. For, since that time, his kindness 
hath departed from them, and his covenant of peace, hath 
been removed for above one thousand six hundred years; 
violence hath been heard in their land, wasting and destruc- 
tion within their borders, and their land hath been made de- 
solate; the days of wrath, of mourning, and of weeping, have 
been long upon them ; their sun hath been, according to our 
Lord's prediction, darkened, and their moon hath not given 
her light; their sanctuary and tabernacle have been con- 
sumed, and they have been a prey to the heathen; they have 
long since ceased to be his people, and he to be their God. 

Nor can we reasonably confine these promises to that 

, little remnant which believed in the times of the apostles, 

for they were never gathered out of all lands, nor did they 

inherit the land for ever, but were banished thence, as well 

as the unbelieving Jews by Hadrian ; they can in no pro- 



priety of speech be styled the house of Israel, the whole 
house of Israel. Nothing, indeed, seems more unlikely, 
than that the time of the casting them off, the breaking of 
thq branches, the leaving them undent spiritual slumber, 
the taking the kingdom from them, and casting them out 
intoTjttcr darkness, should be the time of the completion 
of thesQ glorious promises; and that this sense cannot ac- 
cord with the discourse of our apostle hero, hath been al- 
ready shewed.- 

Nor A thirdly, can we apply these promises to tho believ-' 
ing gentiles; for sure they could not be a prey to the hea- 
thens, or bear their shame, or be the people whom God hath 
led into captivity, and after gathered into their own land, 
and so planted there, as never to be plncked up again ; tho 
promise could not be made to them,, that they should suck 
the breasts and eat the riches of the gentiles. 

Fourthly, I have already shewed from Scripture prophe- 
cies, that, after this conversion, the nations generally shall 
flow in to them, and walk in their light, and so their ful- 
ness (which signifies not their incorporation into another 
church, but *as the opposite words, their fall, their diminu- 
tion, tbeir rejection, require; and as the apostle doth him- 
self interpret it, their reception to the Christian failh, and 
so into the favour of God,) shall be the riches of the gentiles, 
and. as life from the dead to them: then the gentiles shall 
come to their \ light, and kings to the brightness of their 
rising ;. and nations that have not known them shall run in 
unto them, becduse God hath glorified them. Tlien (saith 
God) I. will gather all nations and tongues, and they shall 
come and sec my glory, Isa. lv. 5. lvi. lxvi. 18. 22. Then 
all nations shall turn, and fear the Lord truly, saith Tobit, 
xiii. 10> 11. And this I conceive to be that fulness of the 
gentiles of which the apostle here speaketh. 
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